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ness the hereditary prince of Orange had landed at the Helder a few
days before his royal highness the duke of York, and was employed
in forming into regiments a number of Dutch loyalists—volunteers
from the fleet, and deserters from the enemy. But many refractory
Dutchmen, who, in the revolt of the fleet, had joined the British
standard, were now obliged to be confined in the island of Warengen.

The reinforcements, as soon as they joined the army, were distri-
buted along the lines, which now became necessarily more extended.
Major-general Moore’s brigade assumed a more advanced position on
the left, at Colhorn ; and the Russian forces now formed the right
wing of the allied army, having relieved the guards who were posted
at Petten. Field-marshal his royal highness the duke of York,
having been declared, in public orders, captain-general and com-
mander in chief of the allied forces on the continent, established his
head-quarters at Schagenburg

Whilst the most active exertions were employed in making the
necessary arrangements, preparatory to the commencement of offen-
sive operations, vice-admiral Mitchel was busied in preparations not
less active in the fleet, in order to co-operate on the Zuider Zee
with the movements by land. A flotilla of gun-vessels was fitted
out undcr the direction of Sir Home Popham, calculated to act, not
only on either coast, but also on the inland navigation.

Schagenburg is a village situated immedintely on the great sluys or canal of the Zype,
fourteen miles south of ti.¢ Helder, and two miles due north of the tdw of Schagen, within the
great dyke or embankment.
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Every arrangement having been made, upon Thursday, Septembe:
the 19th, at an hour defore day-break, the allied army was under
arms and in motion,—its whole force amounting at that time to about
thirty-six thousand effective men,—all in high health and spirits, ex-
cellently appointed, and furnished with a fine train of artillery.

This force was formed into four columns, besides the reserve un-
der colonel Macdonald, which had advanced on the left the preceding

evening, preparatory to the turning of the enemy’s right.

The first column on the right, composed principally of Russians,
was under the command of lieutenant-general D'Hermann. It was
destined to attack the left wing of the enemy, which consisted wholly
of French, commanded by general Vandamme,—to force his position
on the heights of Camperduyn, and in the villages under those heights,
and, finally, to take possession of Berghen.

The second column, commanded by lieutenant-general Dundas,
was intended to co-operate with the first, by carrying the enemy’s
posts at the villages of Warmanhuysen and Schoreldam. The first of
these places was the advanced post of the cnemy on the plain ; the
other was situated behind it, ncarer the Sand-Hills,

The object of the third column, under lieutenant-general Sir James.
Pulteney, was to attack and take possession of Oude-Carspel, at the
head of the long dyke leading to Alkmaar. This post covered the
encmy'’s right wing, which occupied the plain in front of Alkmaar,

and was composed wholly of Dutch troops under general Laenduis.
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The fourth column* was commanded by lieutenant-general Sir
Ralph Abercrombie ;—it was posted considerably to the left of the
whole ; and meeting no enemy whatever, it marched on without op-
position to Hoorne, which city, having been always well inclined to
the interests of the House of Orange, immediately threw open its
gates, hoisted the Orange flag on the steeples, and received the Bri-
tish troops with as lively demonstrations of joy as Dutchmen are ca-

pable of showing.

The obstacles that presented themselves on every side, to obstruct
the advance of an army in this country, cannot readily be conceived
from the most accurate description. The Sand-Hills begin to rise
abruptly from the flats, immediately behind the town of Campe, and
stretch considerably in breadth in a south-easterly direction towards
Alkmaar. The plain at the feet of the hills is intersected by a large
canal, running in the same direction, and terminating at Alkmaar : it
is a continuation of the Groot-Sloot, to which it is joined at Kraben-
dam. The whole plain is moreover divided into distinct portions
by cross canals, which have no communication with each other. At

the principal intersections, some village is situated, which requires

* First column-—~twelve battalions of Russians, major-general Manners’ brigade, 7th light
dragoons. :

Second column—two brigades guards, major-general his royal highness prince Willium of
Gloucester's brigade, and two squadrons 11th light dragoons. )

Third column—-major-general Coote’s brigade, major-general Don’s brigade, and two
squadrons Hth light dragoons.

Fourth column—major-general earl Chatham’s brigade, major-general Moore’s brigade,
maujor-general earl Cavan'’s brigade, first battalion British grenadiers, first battalion light in~
fantry, and two squadrons 18th light dragoons.

Reserve—23d and 55th regiments.
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nothing more to make it a strong point of defence, than mounting
cannon on the top of the dykes, and posting troops behind them.

On the first ridge of the Sand-Hills, and in the several fortified
villages, which connected his line, the left wing of the cnemy was
posted and intrenched. His right occupied the plain, which was
covered by the strong redoubts he had constructed at Oude-Carspel.
The bridges across the few passes that led to these places were de-
stroyed, and abbatis laid at different distances.

At half past three in thc morning, the first attack was made by
the Russian column, led on by licutenant- general D’Hermann, and
with such vigour and vivacity, that the enemy gave way on the out-
set. In vain did he attempt to avail himself of the natural strength
of the ground, by rallying his scattered troops behind the eminences.
The intrepid column pressed so close, as not to allow him a2 moment’s
pause, still destroying or making prisoners of his rear. Thus the pur-
suers and the pursued poured along the open downs and hills, until
they arrived at the wooded tract of country that skirts the Sand-Hills
and surrounds the town of Berghen. Here the enemy, who wa.
perfectly acquainted with the ground, found shelter and a rallying
point. - Berghen is situated four miles north-west of Alkmaar, at the
termination’ of the plain. Close to the suburbs is a chatean belong-
ing tothe prince of Nassau,—the whole is surrounded by thick groves
of tall trees, with roads and alleys between them at irregular inter-
vals; so that this spot might be deemed a laubyrinth, easier to enter
than to get out of.
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The Russians, in the ardour of victory, entered the town of Berghen
about eight o'clock in the morning, sword in hand; but finding the
place abandoned, they relaxed their efforts, and, according to their

custom'in taking towns by storm, gave themselves up to pillage.

The vigilant enemy instantly scized this opportunity to retrieve
the day. He rallied his broken battalions under cover of the woods,
which were critically supported by fresh troops from Alkmaar, as
well as by a detachment from his centre, which turned the left flank
of the column, and, highly favoured by the situation, attacked the
Russians, at different points at ohce, with his usual impetuosity.
The Russians, who had supposed their victory complete, were
totally disconcerted at this unexpected renewal of the combat. Their
forces were divided and dispersed, some battalions being too far ad-
vanced among the woods, whose borders they had not the precaution
to guard, others too far retired ; but the main body was busied in
collecting the spoil in the ruined church of Berghen. Thus, not-
withstanding the utmost exertions of their generals and officers, and
the natural courage of the men, the first and second in command
having unfortunately been taken prisoners, they were compelled to
retire from Berghen, and to measure back the ground they had con-

quered in the morning, to Schorel.

Meanwhile, the second column, under lieutenant-general Dundas,
commenced the attack at day-light on the village of Warmanhuysen,
‘which was strongly fortified with cannon. Three battalions of Rus-
sians, led on by major-general Sedmoratsky, most gallantly stormed
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the plac% on its left flank, while, at the same time, it was entered at
the right by the first regiment of guards. Upon this success, the
greater part of the column marched on to Schorel; the remainder
was detached to keep up the communication with that of lieutenant~
general Sir James Pulteney,

The first column of Russians was hard pressed by the enemy in
its retreat upon Schorel. At this point the Russians attempted to
make a stand ; but they were forced to yield to the enemy, just as
the reinforcements from the second column came up to their sup-
port. Upon this, the village of Schorel was attacked and retaken
in the face of a heavy fire by major-general Manners’ brigade ; and
this brigade being immediately reinforced by two battalions of Rus-
sians, which had co-operated with major-general Dundas in storming
Warmanhuysen, by major-general D’Oyley’s brigade of guards, and
by the ssth regiment, under the command of his royal highness
prince William of Gloucester, the action was renewed for some
time with success ; but the Russians having expended all their am-
munition, and the whole corps being exhausted by such great excr-
tions, they retired in good order upon Petten and Zyper-Sluys.

In the mean time, that part of the second column which had
taken Warmanhuysen, having been joined by the first battalion of the
5th regiment, advanced upon Schoreldam, which position they main-
tained, under a heavy and most galling fire, until the fate of the right
wing rendered it no longer tenable.

During these sanguinary operations on the right, the centre or
third column, under lieutenant-general Sir James Pulteney, nroceeded
1
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on to attack the eneiny’s right wing in its strong position at Oude-
Carspel, Here the obstacles which presented themselyes were truly
formidable. This place is a long village, extending three or four
miles to the suburbs of Alkmaar ; it is surrounded by deep canals and
embankments, and its northern extremity was fortified with re-
doubts and batteries, bristling with cannon. The third brigade
(major-general Coote’s) was destined to attack on the right flank,
while the remainder of the column stormed the centre and left. It
was stopped, however, in its advance by a broad and deep canal, that
run in front of the enemy’s work, over which the bridge was de-
stroyed. 'This brave brigade, therefore, had the extreme mortifica-
tion of being witnesses of the gallantry of their fellow soldiers, with-
out a possibility of sharing their danger. However, the two bat-
talions of the 40th regiment, under colonel Spencer, supported by the
two battalions of the 17th, having discovered an approach on the
left, instantly prepared to storm it. This intrepid corps was received
by a terrible discharge of small arms, grape and round-shot, and shells.
From this destructive tempest it took a momentary shelter behind
an angular embankment, upon which the enemy, supposing the Bri-
tish .had retreated, sallied out from behind his works in pursuit.
He was, however, soon compelled to face about, and was so closely
followed by the 40th, that that regiment entered the lines with the
fugitives at the point of the bayonet, just at the time when part of
the 3d brigade (2d and ¢9th) found means to enter on the other side,
by crosing the canal in canoes; upon which the enemy abandoned
them, and retreated in confusion towards Alkmaar. This brilliant
achievement cost the two battalions of the 40th upwards of one
hyndred and fifty men, including eleven officers. It put the third
column, however, in possession of the important post of Oude-



59

Carspel, and of the batteries and guns of the enemy ; but in conse-
quence of the irretrievable disaster on the right, licutenant-general
Sir James Pulteney found it expedient to withdraw his column the
same night from that position. The troops, after a dismal and ha-
rassing march, during which they were lighted by the blaze of burn-
ing villages, arrived, at an carly hour in the morning, at the respec-
tive stations which they occupied before the battle.

The same cause rendered it necessary to recall the fourth column,
under licutenant-general Sir Ralph Abercrombie, from the city of
Hoorne, upon which the whole of the army re-assumed its former
position. Such was the termination of the battle of Bergen.

The enemy, previous to this affair, had made uncommon efforts to
augment his army, and to strengthen his line of defence. The actual
number he was able to bring into action cannot be accurately ascer-
tained. Perhaps thirteen thousand French, and fifteen thousand
Dutch, approaches sufficiently near to a fair estimate.

Opposed to this force, that of the allied army amounted tc little
more than twenty thousand men ; inasmuch as about fifteen thousand,
though contributing by their movements to the general design, were
not eventually engaged.

It was, and must be allowed, by every candid and impartial judge,
that the plan of operations, and the disposition of the force employed,
were conceived and arranged, by his royal highness the commander
in chief, with the greatest judgment and ability. Of the truth of

12
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this remark, there requires no stronger proof than the events and
circumstances of the action. The execution of the three grand
movements was completely successful, and even of the fourth on the
right, so far as depended on the exertions of the British troops.
“The failure there, which rendered all the other successes inefficient,
may be candidly ascribed as much to the mischances inseparable
from the hazardous game of war, as to the misconduct of the Russian
column.

The loss the enemy sustained in this attack must have made a most
sensible impression on him; itamounted to three thousand men and

sixty officers, prisoners; and it may be presumed that two thousand
more were killed and wounded. Sixteen pieces of cannon also, which
could not be brought away, were destroyed.

k3

The loss * of the allied army in this battle was also very conside-
rable ; it amounted to nearly fifteen hundred British, and to three thou-

* Total of the official British returns t=1 lientenant-colonel, 2 captains, 2 subalterns, 1 staff,
2 serjeants, and 109 rank and file, killed ; 7 lieutenant-colonels, 6 majors, 15 captains, 15 sub-
alterns, 20 serjeants, 2 drummers, and 345 rank and file, wounded; 22 serjeants, 5 drum-
mers, and 463 rank and file, missing.

. 850 of the first hattalion of the 35th regiment, killed, wounded, and missing; and 70 of the
waggon train, and of the royal navy, not in the above return.

The loss of the Russians had not been ascertained when the other returns wete givenin: it
was supposed to be 1500 men; the enemy make it four, and the Russians themselves acknow-
ladge it to be 3000; which last estimate has been adopted. See the Russian general D’Easen’s
official letter in the Appendix, wherein he attcm]j‘l to justify the failure of the Russians,on
the supposition that they were not allowed time to recruit afier their voyage, 8zc. &ec.; as if
the British treops had not a much stronger plea on that score, particularly those of the first di-
vision, who got into action immediately after a long and stormy voyage., See also two other
official papers, of a subsequent date, on this subject.
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sand Russians, in killed, wounded, and missing. The Russians also
lost almost the whole of their field artillery, amounting to twenty
pieces of cannon; and their first and second in command, licutenant-
generals D’Hermann and Tchertchekoff, were made prisoners. The
latter was mortally wounded, and died the following day.

The immediate advantages proposed to be obtained by the attack
of the 19th September, obviously appears, from the movement on the
left, to take possession of Hoorne,~—to have been the establishment
of the allied army in a stronger and more advanced position, and the
acquisition of a larger and more fertile territory for its subsistence.

The peninsula of North Holland very suddenly enlarges itself from
the narrow slip of land at its northern extremity, projecting into the
Zuider Zee at Enkhuysen ; from which place, to that of Camper-
duyn, on the opposite coast, it extends in breadth about thirty-six
miles. It then as suddenly becomes narrower towards Hoorne ; so
that two miles south of that city, at Shaerdam, it is not more than
sixteen miles across. This then appears to have been the most cle-
gible, as well as the securest position for an invading army. At
Shaerdam, all the transverse canals unite and have one commoni sluys
or outlet into the Zuider Zee ; these canals at their western extre-
mity surround Alkmaar, which city is but eleven miles due west
from Shaerdam, and five east from Egmont-op-Zce. The country
between Alkmaar and Egmont is partly a plain, and partly sand-hills.

In this situation, therefore, an army would be protected in front
by broad canals, and high dykes or embankments of great solidity,
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running in parallel directions across the country ; its wings would
be covered by the two seas, and its centre by a large and strong for-
tified town,—while a fine and productive territory in its rear, a-
bounding in many large towns, would have furnished it with ample
supplies.

To co-operate with the movements of the army, vice-admiral
Mitchel had fitted out a small squadron of bomb-vessels and armed
brigs, calculated for shoal water, and shifted his flag to the Babet
sloop of war. With this little fleet he proceeded successfully to
counter-revolutionise the towns on the Zuider Zee. At Enkhuysen,
Medenblic, Steveren, and Lemmer*, the trees of liberty were cut
down, the Orange-flag displayed, the proclamations posted, the mu-
nicipalities abolished, and the old magistrates or burgc;-masters, to-
gether with the former administration, as far as was possible, rein-
stated ; and all these changes were effected with as much apathy
and indifference on the part of the inhabitants as a scene-shifter would
feel in converting, before the astonished spectators, a wood into a
city. But how far their sincerity, in their professions of allegience,
was to be trusted, could only be judged of by their subsequent

conduct,

From the landing of field-marshal his royal highness the com-
mander in chief at the Helder, to the latter end of the month (Sep-
tember), several partial reinforcements of troops arrived from time
to time in Holland, and joined the army. They belonged to the dif-

* Steveren and Lemmer are two ports of East Friezland, nearly opposite Enkhuysen; the
Zuider Zee being there only a few leagues across.
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ferent divisions, and had either been compelled to put back, or into
some neutrdl port during their stormy passages, or had not been pre-
pared to sail with the rest ; amongst these came, a few days after the
action of the 19th, a body of six thousand Russians, very seasonably,
to reinstate the loss that had been sustained on that da . Two thou-
sand of these troops were encamped between the Nieuve Diep and
the Helder; the rest reinforced the Russian column ;—the whole
effective numerical strength of the army amouating at this time, in

round numbers, to about forty thousand men.

Towards the latter end of the month, the most active preparations
prevailed from right to left of the line. Pontoons were constructed,
and waggons and horses collected, all indicative of a speedy advanced
movement, and all sounding ¢ the dreadful note of preparation,” for
another general attack. But hitherto the weather had been such as
to have baffled the greatest military skill, and the most strenuous ef-
forts. The storms and rains were violent and incessant,—the effect of
this inclement season on a country like Holland, which would seem
to require the utmost aridity of climate to give stability to its marshes,
may be easily conceived,—the roads became impassable, and the
fields might be easier navigated than marched through. The enemy
did not fail to profit by this suspension of operations. He strength-
ened all his advanced posts, which were the same he had occupied
before the affair of the 19th, by additional works, and his army was
augmented by daily reinforcements.

At length, on the 29th of September, the weather having assumed
the appearance of becoming a little more settled, the whole army got
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under arms before day-light ; and, at the first dawn of the morning,
the several brigades were in motion, apparently for the purpose of
advancing upon the enemy ; but, on the right, the tide rose so high
with a tremendous surf, that there was no possibility of marching
along the beach ; and the roads were so completely converted into 2
quagmire, that the troops were frequently up to their knees. No-
thing, therefore, could be effected on this day, and the several bri-
gades returned to their respective stations.

Exclusively of the hostility of the elements, the movement might,
nevertheless, have been useful, as tending to divide the attention of
the enemy, respecting the true point of time and the exact place of
the meditated attack.

On the 1st of October, the heavy rains having ceased, and the
roads having become more passable, by the wind shifting to a drier
quarter, a change of position was effected along the whole line,
preparatory to another general action. All the brigades on the left
marched on to the right, whilst those on the right gave them place,
by inclining to the centre.

Every previous arrangement having been made, on the morning
of Wednesday the 2d of October, at half past six, (for not until then
did the tide of ebb admit of marching along the strand,) the right
wing was in motion.

The disposition of the combined British and Russian forces . was
materially different from the disposition and order of the 19th of Sep-
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tember. In this action the right and left wing were composed of
British troops, whilst those of the Russians formed the centre. The
enemy, however, defended the same ground nearly in the same
manner as at the battle of Berghen : his left, composed of French
troops, being stationed on the ridges of Sand-Hills that overlooked
the plain, through the villages of Campe, Groete, Schorel, and so
round to Berghen ;—but he had strongly fortified the advanced post
of Schoreldam at the head of the Koe-Dyke. The Dutch troops,
as before, occupied his right, and were chiefly concentrated zt Lang-
Dyke and Oude-Carspel, which points of defence were much im-~
proved by additional works since the last attack.

The British and Russian combined movements were executed in
four columns. That on the right, commanded by general Sir Ralph
Abercrombie, marched along the beach towards Egmont-op-Zee, for
the purpose of turning the enemy’s left flank.

The second column, composed wholly of Russian troops, was
commanded by major-general D’Essen. It marched by the Sleiper-
Dyke to Camperduyn, and then defiled off along the fect of the
Sand-Hills towards Berghen. A detachment of this column, under
major-general Sedmoratzky, proceeded from the Zuyper-Sluys, to-
co-operate with the British, who were destined for the assault of
Schorcld;m; after which it was to support the principal part of the
column in attacking Berghen. Inaid of the troops appointed to at-
tack the post of Schoreldam, seven gun-boats moved along the
Alkmaar canal, under the direction of Sir Home Popham.

K
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The third column, commanded by lieutenant-general Dundas,
after having seconded the operations of the Russians, was to pene-
trate in the midst of the Sand-Hills, and to sustain the efforts of
general Sir Ralph Abercrombie’s corps on the right, in pushing the
enemy from his last position.

The fourth and last column, commanded by lieutenant-general Sir
James Pulteney, might properly enough be deemed a corps of obser-
vation. It was stationed on the left of the whole, opposed to the
enemy’s right, and was intended to take all advantages of the turns
of the day, either by attacking the enemy with effect, or by sustain-
ing, if necessary, the centre columns’

At half past six, the right column, as already observed, marched
out of Petten, and proceeded along the Sea-Dyke. Its advanced

* The force and arrangement of the columns were as follow :
Field-marshal his royal highness the duke of York commander in chief.
First column, on the right,—three brigades and the reserve of

infantry, of major-generals D’Oyley, Moore, the earl of Cavan, and nerc:l P Ra?: :’b?'
of colonel Macdonald; nine squadrons of light dtagoons under the crombi: P g

command of lord Paget; and one troop of horse artillery.

Second column, centre,—ten ba{ta!iom of Russian infuntry; three } Major-general D'Es-
troops of hussars and cossarks ; artillery. sen.

TH, eolemy; coktiyiiosh B gRie. o afkly, mjm-zc'} Lieutchant-general

nerals the earl of Chatham, Coote, and Burrard; cne squadron 11th Dund
noas,

light dragoons; artillery.

Fourth column, on the left,—three brigades of infantry, of major- Li ]
generals his highness prince William, Manners, and Don; two bat- -

SirJ Pulteney.
talions Russians, snd two squadrons 18th light deagoons ; actillery. Ny
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guard, being colonel Macdonald’s reserve  immediately attacked
and carried a redoubt in front of the village of Campe, and drove the
enemy from that village, and from the heights above it; upon
which it continued its route along the ridge of Sand-Hills next the
sea, but rather inclining to the left. 'The main body of the first co-
lumn was conducted, at the same time, by general Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie, along the strand, close to the margin of the tide, towards

Egmont-op-Zee.

The road leading to the Sand-Hills being thus cleared on the
right, the centre columns began to move. The Russians advanced
and drew up on the plain, in a line parallel to the feet of the Sand-
Hills, and proceeded to attack the enemy’s lines in front of Schorel ;
but licutenant-general Dundas, having detached a part of the third
column to support the Russian corps, marched briskly on with the
remainder, consisting of major-general Coote’s brigade ; and, ascend-
ing the Sand-Hills at the town of Campe, immediately attacked the
enemy, who were posted on the heights above Schorel. The enemy
did not long stand the conflict, he retreated precipitately over a wide
range of hills; and, in the pursuit, the regiments 4 composing this
brave and steady brigade became necessarily separated.

While msjor-general Coote’s brigade and colonel Macdonald’s re-
serve were pushing the enemy before them, with equal spirit and

* The term reserve, applied to the gallant corps of colonel Macdonald, appenrs to have been
& misnomer, as that corps never failed to lead the attack in every action in which it was en-
gaged. Ifit were allowable to borrow a word from the revolutionary nomenclature,— dems.
brigade would have been a more proper term,
4 The 2d or Queen’s, 27th, 29th, and 85th.
K 2
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success, the ‘enemy maintained the contest in great force between
Schorel and Schoreldam, from whence, and from the Koe-Dyke, he
kept up a heavy cannonade. At length, about noon, he was driven
from this position by the Russian column, supported by the gun-
boats on the Alkmaar canal, and by major-general Burrard’s brigade,
which last took possession of Schoreldam.

At this juncture, field-marshal his royal highness. the commander
in chief perceiving that the corps on the Sand-Hills were unequally
engaged, and needed support, as the enemy from time to time rallied
as he retreated towards Berghen, from whence also he received fresh
succours, immediately ordered the brigade of major-general lord Chat-~
ham to advance from the plain to sustain them. This movement
was executed with great effect; the brigade arrived critically to the
support of the 85th regiment ; and then, by extending its line, it
was enabled to out-flank the enemy, who was thus driven from the
left range of Sand-Hills, and forced to take shelter in the thick
woods that line their eastern border, Protected by the woods, the
enemy again rallied, and attempted to regain his position on the
heights by a particular pass which led between them. This pass
was defended by the 85th regiment ; and, notwithstanding the re-
iterated attempts to force it, this gallant corps maintained its position
the remainder of the day. In like manner was the 27th attacked in
a similar position ; but the reception the enemy met with was sa
warm; that, after having experienced one repulse, he did not choose
to renew the attack.

It was now three o’'clock in the afternoon, when the third column
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possessed the ranges of Sand-Hills quite across, from the wood of
Berghen to the sea, where it joined the reserve of colonel Macdonald..

+ Meanwhile, the enemy having rallied at Berghen, once more ap-
peared in great force in front, occupying a long ridge which
stretched across a sandy plain, from right to left. From this formi-
dable position it was absolutely necessary to dislodge him. A gene-
ral charge was ordered : this charge was bravely led on by the 29th
regiment, and briskly followed up by the whole line ; and, not-
withstanding the ascent was to be gained amidst a terrible discharge
of musquetry, cannon, and howitzers, the position was carried,
and the enemy ecffectually repelled from his last position on the
Sand-Hills,

Whilst these arduous conflicts were maintained in the neighbour-
hood of Berghen, the first column, under general Sir Ralph Abercrom-
bie, proceeded alung the strand, with little opposition, to within a
mile of Egmont-op-Zee.

The enemy, who had constantly kept an eye upon this corps, al-
ways. found means to establish a strong body of troops in its front.

The hills surrounding Egmont-op-Zee might. almost. be- said to
rise into mountains. On these hills the select infantry of the ene-
my were posted, whilst a strong body of his cavalry, with artillery,
were drawn up on the beach, determined to dispute our further

progress..
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It would be difficult to find, in the memoirs of other battles, two
adverse corps more equally matched, or a contest mare hotly dis-
puted, than in the present instance. The French were superior in
numbers, and had the 'vantage ground; but the British had greatly

the superiority in cavalry.

Major-general Moore’s brigade, led on by that spirited officer,
charged the enemy’s strongest position. The enemy, however,
sustained the push of the British bayonet with firmness, and charged
in turn. Thus a2 most sanguinary conflict was maintained till the
«close of the day, and great numbers fcll on both sides. The 92d
regiment distinguished itself, where all were brave, and suffered se-
verely. Its gallant colonel, the marquis of Huntley, was struck with
a rifle-shot in the shoulder, whilst animating his men to the charge.
Major-general Moore received a musquet-ball in the thigh; how-
ever he continued his exertions, as if nothing had happened, until 2
second ball wounded him in the face, and compelled him, reluctantly,
to quit the ficld.

But it was to the inspiriting example, and cool orders, of the vete-
ran general, Sir Ralph Abercrombie, that his brave column owed its
success. Ie exposed his person every where amidst showers of bul-
lets, with the vigour and vivacity of five and twenty ; and, though two
horses were shot under him, he seemed wholly insensible of danger.

The shades of evening now began to prevail, when the enemy
determined to make onc desperate effort.—His chasseurs very spirit-
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edly advanced in the face of the British column, and charged with
great impetuosity the corps of horse artillery. They even cut down
several men of that corps, and carried off in triumph two guns.
But this success was short-lived ; for some squadrons of the 7th and
11th light dragoons, with lord Paget at their head, suddenly issuing
out from a recess between two sand-hills, charged them at full gal-
lop. The French cavalry, wholly incapable of sustaining the shock,
were either cut to pieces, or rushed into the sea, to avoid the Bri-
tish sabres. A small proportion, favoured by the approaching dark-
ness, cffected an escape—=without making any attempt to carry off
their prize cannon.

About sun-set, the reserve under colonel Macdonald. joined the
first column, to which it had been attached in the morning; upon
which the enemy yielded up the well-fought ground, and retired
towards Beverwyck.

Whilst the right and centre columns were every where victorious,
the column stationed on the left, under lieutenant-general Sir James
Pulteney, though not engaged, had been useful in overawing the
enemy’s right, so that he could by no means detach any troops to
the support of his left, which had been in the utmost need of them.

Although the action might be said to have been decided at sun-
set, yet the firing between the flank companies of major-general
Cootrp’s brigade, and those of the enemy, posted in a small angular
wood, did not cease before eleven o’clock at night. Nor was it till
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the break of day, of the 3d October, that the enemy withdrew all his
troops, which were strongly posted in the woods about Bergen, and
retreated across the flat lands towards Alkmaar.

The force the enemy was able to oppose to the combined armies
in this battle was computed at five and twenty thousand men, of
which about fifteen thousand were French. It was these last troops
that maintained the fight ; for the Dutch and our left wing were very
little, if at all, engaged. The enemy’s loss must have been great,
frem the important consequences of the victory. It was supposed to
amount to about three thousand. Seven pieces of cannon and three
hundred prisoners remained with the victors. Generals Brune (in
chief), and Vandamme, commanded the left wing of the enemy;
Daendels the right.

As the British were much more engaged in this action than the
Russians, so their loss was proportionably greater. Indeed it ex-
ceeded that of any single battle in which a British army was con-
cerned during the whole war. It amounted to near sixteen hundred
men, including twelve officers killed, and one major-general and
seventy~nine officers wounded. The Russians lost six hundred men;
one of their generals was also wounded

* Total of the official retuarns:—I major, 5 captains, 5 subalterns, 11 serjeants, 215 rank
and file, and 44 horses, killed; 1 licutenant of the navy and 3 seamen drowned; 1 major-
general, 2 colonels, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 3 majors, 22 captains, 39 subalterns, 1 staff, 46
serjeants, 7 drummers, and 980 rank and file, and 78 horses, wounded; 1 captain, 4 sub-
alterns, 7 serjeants, 3 drummers, 178 rank and file, and 3 horses, missing.

Russians,=170 killed or missing; 423 wounded; 50 horses killed.
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In this engagement, the very judicious disposition which was made
of the allied forces, by field-marshal his royal highness the duke of
York, appears strikingly evident. From the experience of the 19th
September, great advantages were derived ;—for by placing British
troops on the right, and directing the most vigorous efforts against
the enemy’s left, composed wholly of French, his right was unco-
vered, and left unprotected. It must consequently have surrendered,
notwithstanding the strength of its position, had it artempted to
maintain its ground. The Dutch troops, therefore, that composed
the right wing, following the fate of the ficld, evacuated their works
during the night, retrcated beyond Alkmaar, and fell back upon Pur-

merend.

On the night of the 2d October, the combined British and Russian
army occupied the scene of action, and lay upon their arms; and,
on the next day, the whole line advanced, and took possession of all
the places which the enemy had abandoned ; namely, Oude-Carspel,
Berghen, Alkmaar, Egmont-op-te-Hooff, and Egmont-op-Zee. Such
was the result of the well-contested battle of . lkmuar

This affair proved more decisive than could well have been ex-
pected, from the obstinacy with which it was disputed. The enemy
retired upon his last position in North Iolland, the pass of Be-
verwyck’; and the whole peninsula was considered as subdued by the
possession of Alkmaar, its capital.

* This action has been termed ¢ The Battle of Alkmaar,” as much for the sake of dis-
tinct.on, as because that place fell in consequence of st. But as battles derive their appella-
tions most commonly from vicinity,==in strictness, thy ought to be «ulled the Second Battle of
Berghen.

L
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Alkmaar (or Alcrmaer), lately the seat of tbe provincial states of
North Holland, is a city of considerable size and strength, situated
in a fertile plain, five miles from the Ocean, twelve from the Zuider
Zee, cighteen north-west of Amsterdam, fifteen north of Haarlem,
and twenty-six miles due south of the Helder. It is encompassed
with a thick wall, faced with brick, about three miles in circum-
ference, and strengthened with bastions at regular intervals, outside
of which is a broad and deep fosse, always full of water. The town
is intersected with canals, whose quays are lined with large ware-
houses. The streets are considered, even in Holland, as remark-
able for neatness and cleanliness. The houses are built in the old
style; but they look so fresh and gay with paint and varnish, that
they appear as if but just finished,—although there are very few of
them which can boast a more modern date than two hundred years.
The public buildings, however, though of a mixed style of architec-
ture, have an imposing effect, especially the cathedral, with its lofty
roof. The environs of Alkmaar ase remarkably pleasant; the town
is surrounded by groves of fine tall trees, with broad avenues lead-
ing to the ramparts in radiated directions. The intervals are laid out
in gardens, ornamented with a variety of summer-houses in the Chi-
nese style.  IFormerly, the cultivation of flowers was carried on here
to a most extravagant degree. An imaginary value was annexed to
those fanciful but transitory productions of horticulture, equal to
that which the world had consented to bestow an gems and pearls ;.
and a tulip-root was considered as a suitable dawry with the daughter
of a burgomaster. This frivolous pursuit, in which Dutch ceco-
nomy lavished its superfluous wealth, was, however, a striking
proof of the profound tranquillity and exuberant prosperity of the
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country. At present, butter and cheese, which are reckoned the
best in Holland, are the staple commodities of Alkmaar. Few places
on the surface of the globe, except, perhaps, some parts of China,
could boast, with Alkmaar, that they had enjoyed an undisturbed re-
pose for 226 years; for so long is it since the town was besieged by
the Spaniards, after the taking of Haarlem in 1573. On that occa-
sion the women excelled the men in acts of heroism,—they fought,
mounted guard, and underwent all the fatigues of garrison-duty,
without regarding the weaknesses of their sex. The Spaniards were
at length obliged to raise the siege, with disgrace, after having in-
vested the town for three months. At present the place, with a
strong garrison, might be capable of arresting the progress of an
army for a short time, provided the inhabitants consented to submit
to the consequences of a bombardment.

On the British troops entering Alkmaar, they found the gates
thrown wide open, and they were further welcomed by a display of
Orange flags, and by the chimes of the cathedral tinkling * God
save the king.” Stores, forage, and provisions in abundance, were
found laid up there: on this occasion, also, several Duich troops
joined the standard of the prince of Orange. Head-quarters were
forthwith established at Alkmaar; the old magistracy were, as far as
possible, reinstated ; and, on the part of the British, a town-major

was likewise appointed.

With this successful progress by land, the flotilla, fitted out by
vice-admiral Mitchel on the Zuider Zee, kept equal pace. A small
detached squadron, under the command of captain Bolton of the

L 2



76

Wolverene, proceeded against the town of Lemmer, the garrison of
which seemed determined on resistance, having rejected the sum-
mons to surrender, and planted cannon on the pier-head. Upon
which the armed vessels, with some difficulty, owing to the shoal
water, brought their broad-sides to bear on the plage, and soon drove
the enemy from his guns. Immediately, possession was taken of the
town by a party of British seamen. This little force, however;. which
did not amount to two hundred men, was attacked the next mosning
on all sides by very superior numbers. The enemy, notwithstand-
ing, was vigorously repulsed with considerable loss on his side ; but
on the part of the British without the loss of a man.

After these rapid successes, the flatilla coasted onwards to the en-
trance of the Pampus (the channel leading to the Wye), where it
captured four gun-boats, being part of the force destined for the de-
fence of the capital hy water.

After the loss of the battle of Alkmaar, the enemy- concentrated
all his forces, so as to cover a more contracted line of defence; for
he seemed determined to risk anather engagement before he should
betake himself to his last strong position near Beverwyck.

The situation of Beverwyck is at the head of the inlet of the Zui-
der Zee, called the Wye (or Y), which divides Nozth frem. South
Holland, rendering the former a peninsula. The isthmus that con-
nects these twa divisions of the prevince begins at that- sown s from
which to Wyck-op-Zee on the Ocean it is three milés, i ;It:?ﬁ,,%w-
ever, seven miles in depth fram Beveswyck go the city ﬂ'MﬂL
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The pass being further strengthened on the east by a chain of villages
running along the Lake of Haarlem, and on the western side by the
Sand-Hills and the Ocean. ‘The estuary of the Wye communicates
with the Lake of Haarlem, a few miles to the west of Amsterdam,
by water-works of stupendous construction ; by means of which all
the waters of the Zuider Zee might be poured down on the southern
provinces. By having the command of so extensive an inland na-
vigation, centering at Beverwyck, the troops of the enemy received
supplies and reinforcements from Haarlem and the capital with great
ease and expedition.

It was therefore, undoubtedly, the interests of the allied forces
to follow up their recent successes by another vigorous attack on
the enemy, without allowing him time to receive his expected re-
inforcements, or to fostify himself in the strong passes of Beverwyck.

From the 8d-to the 6th of October, the combined British and
Russian troops were suffered to enjoy a short. respite from their ex
cessive fatigues ; part being quartered at Alkmaar, and part cantoned
in villages and farm-houses between that town and the sea.

On the morning of the 6th of October, the advanced posts of the
allied army pushed forward from the villages of Egmont, to gain
more favourable positions in front, preparatory to a general move-
ment. Possession was taken, with little opposition, of the villages
of Schermerhoorn, Acher Sloot, Limmen, Baccum, and of the Sand-
Hills near Wyck-op-Zee ; all these posts being in front of Bever-
wyck. At length the Russian column, under the command of ma-



78

jor general D'Escen, atternpting to gain the heights mear the post
of Baccam, was fitmly opposed, and afterwards vigorowsly attacked
by a strong body of the enemy’s troops. Upon which the British
«colemn on the right, commanded by general Sir Ralph Abercrombie,
marched up to the support of the Russians; and the enemy at the
same time sustaining his advanced corps by fresh forces,—~the ac-
tion, though perhaps not intended to have been fought on that day,
became general along the whole line, from Limmen to the Ocean,
and was conte<ted on both sides with the greatest fury and ob-
stinacy.

About two o’clock in the afternoon, the French cavalry, led on by
general Brune in person, having attacked the advanced British and
Russian lines with great impetuosity and effect, the right and centre
of the allied army began to lose ground, and to retire upon the vil-
lages of Egmont *, There, however, the British and Russian co-
lumns made a determined stand, and vigorously repulsed the enemy
in their turn. Meanwhile, the brigade of major-general Coote had
marched out of Berghen in the morning, and, passing by Alkmaar,
and through the village of Heyloo, took up a position at Limmen,
where it maintained itself the whole day with so good a countenance,
by the assistance of a few field-pieces and howitzers, that the enemy
was held effectively in cheek on that side.

Evening now set in, accompanied with deluges of rain, yet still
the engagement continued with changeable success, but with un-

* The threc battalions of the 4th principally sustained the shock of the enemy’s harse, by
which they suffered severely.
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abating obstinacy. Even the darkness of the night, combined with
the severity of the weather, did not terminate it. The fire of the
small arms was incessant, and became quite vivid, running along the
undulating line of the hills, and extending in various directions into
the plain, whilst the gloomy horizon was every now and then illu-
minated by the flashes of the cannon, and the curved train of fire of
the thells. At length, about ten o’clock at night, the firing entirely
ceased, the enemy every where retired, and the allied army was left
in undisturbed possession of the scene of action.

The British and Russian troops lay on their arms all night, occu-
pying the ground where the action terminated, which was on the
heights a little to the south of the villages of Egmont. The enemy
fell back upon his positions in front of Beverwyck, having fixed his
head-quarters at Castricum.~Such was the indecisive battle of Ig-

mont,

In this, as in the last battle, their country has to regret the fate of
many brave and valuable men, who were deprived of life, or disabled
by wounds in its service. Major-general Hutchinson received a
rifle-ball in his thigh ; lieutenant-colonel Bainbridge of the 20th, and
lieutenant-colonel Dickson of the 4th, were killed during the action ;
and colonel Maitland of the guards, and major Campbell of the 2o0th,
died afterwards of the wounds they received in it.

The regiments that chiefly sufféred were,—the third battalion 1st
guards, the three battalions 4th foot, the two battalions 20th foot,
and the 31st and 63d regiments. The loss of the British, in killed,



80

wounded, and missing, amounted to upwards of fourteen hundred, in-
cluding seventy officers. 'That of the Russians was between eleven

and twelve hundred men

Five hundred prisoners, mostly Batavians, fell into our hands ; but
of the loss of the enemy, in killed and wounded, no estimate could be
formed, as that is a circumstance which he is ever most sedulous to
conceal ; it was supposed to equal his loss on the 2d of October.

The allied army now found itself placed in a situation so critical,
that it required the greatest military talents, joined with the ma-
turest experience, to direct its future operations. Directly loppc.:scd
to it lay the enemy, in a position almost impregnable, and confident,
from an accession of strength, having been just reinforced by six
thousand French troops. A naked, barren, and exhausted country
extended all around, thinly scattered with a few ruined villages that
scarcely afforded a scanty shelter for the wounded. The right wing
of the allied army was indeed protected by the Ocean; but a con-
siderable body of troops threatened the left, which the enemy had
detached to the strong little city of Purmerend, where it occupied
an inaccessible position, surrounded with water, being prepared to
act either.on our flank, or on the rear, should the allied army ad-

* Total of official returns:—2 lieutenant-colonels, 2 subalterns, 3 serjeants, ‘1 drammer,
63 rank and file, 7 horses, killed ; 1 major-general, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 majors,
7 captains, 23 subalterns, 1 staff, 23 serjeants, 666 rank and file, and 13 horses, wounded ;
2 licutenant-colonels, 1 major, 5 captains, 7 subalterns, 13 serjeants, 2 drummers, and 569 rank
and file, missing.

Russians,—382 killed or missing, and 735 wounded.
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vance ; or, in case of necessity, this hostile corps might easily effect
its retreat upon the Wye, and so across the Ferry to Amsterdam.

To these formidable local obstacles, there were super-added others,
proceeding from accidental causes, even still more formidable.—The
weather had set in, since the evening of the Gth October, with in-
creased inclemency ; the clouds discharged themselves in torrents ;
and the roads were so entirely broken up, that the urgent necessitics
of the troops could not, with the utmost exertions, be presently re-
lieved. To these complicated evils the whole army lay exposed on
the unsheltered sand-hills,—their arms and ammunition spoiled, and
their cloaths drenched with rain-water,

Impelled by such imperious circumstances, and actuated by just
and humane feelings, his royal highness the commander in chief,
with the concurrence of general Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and the
lieutenant-generals of the army, was induced to withdraw the troops
from their advanced position, and to retire to the former position

upon the Zype.

It might be alleged, in favour of maintaining our ground, that the
severity of the weather bore equally hard upon the enemy ; that he
was moreover disheartened by two successive defeats ; so that it was
not probable that he would venture to disturb us in our situation ;
and that the large and commodious town of Alkmaar would have af-
forded quarters for 2 number of our troops, and supplics for them all,

But it must be remembered, that the relative situation of the two
M
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hostile armies were widely different ;==the enemy occupied compa-
ratively but a short line of defence ; his advanced posts could be
frequently relieved, and his rear was supported and sheltered by a
chain of villages, extending to the gates of Haarlem; from which city,
and from Amsterdam, supplies in abundance were easily and speedily
conveyed. Thus the enemy was enabled to seize every favourable
occasion to act offensively, whilst his situation gave him the most de-
cided advantages, in acting on the defensive,

With respect to the propriety of retaining Alkmaar, it may be ob-
served, that that placc would always follow the fortune of the
field,—so that, in the event of a serious reverse, the garriscn would
inevitably be cut off, and be obliged to surrender on any terms.

But in order to take a fair retrospect of the plan and conduct of
the expedition in every possible point of view, it may be here worth
inquiring, whether it would not have been more practicable and ad-
vantageous to have rather carried on the military operations by the
coast of the Zuider Zee, and to have attempted to gain an access to
the capital, in conjunction with the fleet, by that route ?

In support of this plan, at least, the passive concurrence of the in-
habitants might be relied on ; for, in the party feuds which con-
vulsed the whole country prior to the revolution, the towhs on the
Zuider Zee, namely, Medenblic, Enchuysen, Hoorne, and Edam,
were in the interests of the House of Orange, or rather supporters of
the prerogatives of the stadtholder. On the other hand, Monniken-
dam was an exception; for that town, together with Purmerend:and
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Alkmaar, were inveterately hostile to the prince of Orange, and vio-
lent upholders of the democracy.

‘Favoured by the inhabitants of the eastern coast, and supported by
a fleet on the Zuider Zee, an invading army might possibly advance
by this route, without interruption, even to the dykes of the Wye.
But then, if it unfortunately suffered a repulse in its attempt on the
capital, it would be liable to be cooped up in an angle of the penin-
sula, without a possibility of escaping, where it would run the ha-
zard of being either starved or slaughtered into asurrender.

It was a generally-received opinion, that the city of Amsterdam
depended for its security on the Texel, so that its fall would be
the inevitable consequence of that entrance into the Zuider Zee
being in possession of an enemy. A little reflection respecting the
real site of that celebrated city would prove in how much error such

an opinion was founded.

Amsterdam, like every other place of great extent, could place
little dependence for its defence against a besieging army on its own
particular fortifications. Its high brick wall, of eleven miles in
circumference, and its six and twenty bastions, would require an
army. to defend them nearly as numerous as that by which they
would be invested. Besides, no great commercial city, crowded
with opulent citizens, could hold out against the destructive ef-
fects of a general bombardment. It is not, therefore, to its walls
that Amsterdam is, or ever was, indebted for its security ;—but its
admirable situation, inaccessible on every side by which it can be

M 2
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approached, if well défended, may be said to render it almost im=
pregnable.

It is sufficiently evident that the shoals and intricate channels of
the Zuider Zee do not admit of ships of the line, or even frigates,
to act against the city itself, or any of its fortified approaches. The
firth of the Zuider Zec, called the Wye, runs, in a crooked direc-
tion from its castern entrance to its north-western termination, for
about thirty miles. On its southern side, twelve miles from the Zui-
der Zee, it is joined by the river Amstel. At the junction of the
Amstel and the Wye the city of Amsterdam is built. Opposite the
western angle of the city, and on the north side of the channel, lic
the port and dock-yards of Shaerdam, which may be justly termed the
Chatham of Holland. The breadth of the Wye is various; in some
places it is not onc mile, in others it is nearly six miles over; but
the approaches to its banks, through North Iolland, are so difficult,
and the obstacles so numerous, that mere description could convey
but a faint idca of them. From the fortress of Purmerend to the
Wye, the countiy is so completely under the power of its wonder-
ful artificial fenccs, that an inclosure of a few acres may be immedi-
ately flooded without permitting the water to encroach upon the ad-
jacent lands.  'The channel itself is defended on each side by re-
doubts and batteries, erccted upon every projecting head-land ; and
the channel of the Pampus, which leads into the Wye, after several
windings, takes a course under the shore of South Holland, where it
is commanded by the fortresses of Naarden and Mecuden, which de-
fend the east side of the capital,
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The marine defences of Amsterdam are also very formidable.
The Wye is covered with floating batteries and gun-boats, of which
the arsenal of Shaerdam affords ample supplies

Notwithstanding the possession of the Texel, no motives, unless
an unanimous and sincere invitation of the inhabitants, could induce
the allied army to risk the extreme hazard of attempting to gain the
capital by the route along the eastern coast of North Holland.

It would, indeed, be possible, by collecting a great number of
vessels of a small draught of water, such as schuyts, luggers, &c.
to transport an army from the Texel, or rather from Hoorne, across
the Zuider Zee, to South Holland. The descent might be made
near the fort of Meuden ; and, after the taking of that fort, the army
would be enabled to possess the same ground, to the east of Am-
sterdam, which was occupied by the Prussians, under the duke of
Brunswick, in the year 1787. Every thing considered, the capital
seems most vulnerable on that side.

The country to the south-east, south, and south-west of Amster-
dam, extending from Meuden to the Haarlem Meer, is composed of
low meadow-grounds, intersected with wet ditches, which are com-
pletely commanded by the dykes of the Amstel and the Wye,
Over those flat lands there arc five approaches to the city, being so
many roads running on the top of the dykes. These dykes are all
defended by batteries, which flank them in every direction ; so that

* Upwards of sixty French gun-boats, with their erews, were conveyed, with great expedi-
tion, from Dunkirk to Amsterdum, through the inlund navigation.
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an invading army, in advancing, could only present the front of a very
narrow column, the breadth of the road, and not more than three or

four pieces of cannon.

The approach on the west side was that by which the combined
British and Russian army intended to have proceeded. It took a
wide circuit; at first, in a direction due south, through the cities
of Haarlem and Leyden ; and then, turning the Lake of Haarlem, it
assumed a northerly course, by the strongly fortified advanced post
of Amstelveen. There lay, indeed, a nearer route from Haarlem,
along the Track-weg, and over the great sluices which admit of the
conflux of the waters of the Wye, with those of the Lake of Haar-
lem ; but no passage could be attempted by that route, as fifty men
could defend it against any number.

Nothing mozc strongly evinces the natural strength of Amsterdam,
improved from time to time by the utmost exertions of art and ge-
nius, than its having been, from its very foundation in the fifteenth
century, an asylum for the oppiessed of every nation, who, there
protected, were cnabled to brave the greatest fury of their oppres-
sors. The most accomplished generals, commanding the finest troops
in the world, have at various periods been baffied in their attempts
on Amsterdam; and Don John, of Austria, and the duke of Parma,
as well as marshal Luxemburg, and the prince of Condé, ha;fr. alike
found its capture impracticable. Even during the recent convul-
sions of the country, the duke of Brunswick, at the head of 20,000
Prussians,found himself stopped in his attempts to approach the city
by a handful of its armed burghers; nor could he without much
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difficulty have taken the place, had not the republican party through-
out the seven proviltices accepted of the terms offered them.

In the late invasion by the French, the city could not be said to
have been taken. Pichegru, indeed, entered its open gates witly

six thousand troops, but certainly not in a hostile manner.

The surrender of Amsterdam, as connected with the plan and
views of the expedition, should seem, therefore, to depend rather on
the disposition of the majority of its inhabitants favouring those views,
than from the exterior operations of the allicd army,—which, after
being victorious in five sanguinary battles in the course of as many
weeks, had yet to attain the threshold of the emterprize, by forcing

the passes of Beverwyck.

On the morning after the engagement (the 7th of October), the
allied forces found themselves extended over a wide tract of country.
The left wing was at Heyloo, and at the villiges to the south of
Alkmaar. The Russians occupied Egmont-op-te-ITooff * ; and the
right wing, with general Sir Ralph Abcrcrombie, Egmont-op-Zec.
In the course of the morning the troops became more concentrated,

the principal part of the army assembling round Egnmnt-op-iuc.

All the day the men were busily employed in preparing some kind

* Egmont-op-te-Hooff is a place of great antiquity. It appears formerly to have been a
conside rable town for <ize and strengethy Tt abounded with lagre refigious edifices; but on
raising ihe siege of Alkiaar in 1573, the Spaniards weie so enraged of their tailme b forns
that town, that l]l‘."j‘ sached and p]ulldl‘f(.‘ll l't;_‘].n(]hl i—trven the }lhh{"'. sand movasteries ¢on-
secrated by the faith they profesced, and which the Reformation had not yet diturbed, were
destroyed. The place, at pre-ent, exhibits extensive and picturesejue ruing,—perhaps the one
ly ruins in the Seven United Provinces.
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of shelter on the Sand-Hills against the night, such as constructing
sheds of rushes, and digging trenches in the ggnd. About seven
o’clock in the evening a very unexpected order was issued, for the
troops to fall in, and the different brigades immediately to form. It
was pitchy dark, and the clouds descended in cataracts. In this situa-
tion the arrangements were at length effected ; but with how much
difficulty and confusion may be easily conceived. About ten o’clock
at night the whole army was in full retreat. The right wing faced
towards Petten, and marched along the strand close to the tide.
The rest of the army retired by Alkmaar.  Fires had been previously
lighted on the heights, at the advanced picquets, to deceive the enc-
my. Thus, by a sudden and decided measure, the retreat of a large
army was effected before the face of a most vigilant and active foe,
without disorder or any immediate pursuit, and with little compara-

tive loss.

To have gained some hours march of such an enemy was a mea-
sure of the first necessity. A retiring army, in a hostile country,
under the most favourable circumstances, cannot proceed unaccom-
panied with distresses ; but so urgent were these, in the memorable
night of the 7th of October, that, if the enemy were not disabled by
his recent defeats from attempting any enterprising operations, by
pressing on our rear during the darkness and horrour of the night,
he might have occasioned so much confusion along the whole line of
march, as must have beer. productive of very serious misfortunes.
Indeed, a gencral consciousness of our critical situation operated as a

" bond of union, which kept the whole army in some order, until
they arrived at their .own lines. But then, the line of march
was entirely broke up, by the different regiments attempting to
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move off, in various directions, towards their respective stations. 1In
the disorder which ensued, numbers were thrown out, who found it
impossible to recover their different corps during the remainder of
the march,

The intense darkness was still accompanied by deluges of rain.
There was no sure footing; all was quagmire; but the firmest bot-
tom, and, on the whole, the safest way, lay through pools of water,
though it was impossible to guess whether the next step would be up
to the knees or the neck.

Notwithstanding so many difficulties and dangers, the greater part
of the troops arrived safcly at their different quarters in the evening
of the 8th; and those who were thrown behind dropped in the en-
suing day. The medium length of this harassing march (from Eg-
mont to Schagen) was about thirty miles.

The enemy, as soon as it was discovered that the allied army had
changed its position, dispatched some regiments of French chasseurs
to observe its motions. These cavalry showed themselves within
cannon-shot of our advanced posts, and were enabled to make pri-
soners of about five or six hundred stragglers. They took also some
baggage waggons, and about three hundred women, belonging to the
British troops who had followed the army for the laudable purpose of
picking up whatever they could find by the way. The women, after
being detained three days at Amsterdam, were sent back ;—they did
not complain of ill usage. The children amongst them were much
caressed, and were all presented with new cloaths,

N
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On the 9th of October, the combined British and Russian army
established itself in its old position, on the great dyke of the Zype;
its advanced posts being those of Winckel, Dirxhorn, and Petten,
on the left, centre, and right ; and its head-quarters being again fixed
at Schagen-brug. The enemy also assumed the position he had occu-
pied prior to the battle of Alkmaar, at which town he established his

head- quarters.

On the following day, the enemy commenced offensive operations :
he attacked, with great superiority of numbers, the posts of Winckel
and Dirxhorn; from which, after a gallant defence, the British troops
were withdrawn. The former, in particular, was defended with great
spirit and skill by his highness prince William of Gloucester, at the
head of the 35th regiment, who did considerable exccution on the
enemy, and retired not until the party was nearly surrounded.

It now became expedient to inundate a small tract of country to the
left of the town of Schagen, as it was of great importance to retain
that post, which the enemy in some degree commanded, by having

gained possession of Winckel.

The season now began to assume the aspect of an early and rigour-
ous winter. Tt could not be supposed that an army of near forty
thousand men could be maintained until spring within the narrow
limits of a tract of country already impoverished, with an active and
enterprising army in front, furnished ;Vit.h every necessary for under-
taking a winter campaign.
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¥t was therefore ultimately determined to withdraw the combined
British and Russian troops from North Holland, and to return to

England as expeditiously as possible.

To render safe and effective this resolution, there were left to
choose but two practicable expedients,—cither to flood the country in
front of our lines, and to fortify the heights that command the Helder,
in order to cover the embarkation, or to negotiate an armistice with

the enemy.

The command of the waters of the Ocean and of the Zuider Zee
was certainly in our power, by possessing the sluices at Colhorn,
Oude-Sluys, and Petten; but to take advantage of this power
would be to destroy the country, and involve the unoffending inha-
bitants in irretrievable ruin,—for whose protection and sccurity the
expedition was undertaken. So calamitous an expedient was never
executed by the enemy, cither to protect Alkmaar, or to cover his

own retreat,

This desperate mcasure, thercfore, was so utterly repugnant to
the feelings and sentiments of his royal highness the commander in
chief, and so contrary to the well-known generous and liberal mode
of warfare exercised by a British army, that nothing but the most ur-
gent plea of self-preservation could induce its adoption. At the fame
time, it must be acknowledged, that it would be extremely hazardous
to trust entirely to any works thrown up on the heights of Heuysden,
or round the Helder; for should the enemy once succeed in forcin:

those works, he would entirely command the embarkation.
N 2
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Induced by such motives, the negotiation for an armistice was-
preferred ; and, on the 14th of October, an overture was made, in
the form of a message, from his royal highness the commander in
chief, to the French general Brune, at his head-quarters, Alk-
maar, ‘The message met with all the attention to which it was so
highly entitled ; a favourable answer was returned, and major-general
Knox wus dispatched the next morning to treat on the conditicns of
the armistice.

The terms of the enemy, as might be naturally expected, were at
first extravagant. ‘The restitution of the Batavian fleet, and the giv-
ing up, without exchange, fifteen thousand Batavian and French
prisoners, were the terms infisted upon. The first demand was pe-
remptorily rejected by his royal highness the commander in chief;
but as it was concluded that some loss must necessarily be sustained,
in consequence of an interrupted embarkation, a reasonable number
of men was consented to be given up. The number ultimately agreed
upon was eight thousand, among whom was included the Dutch ad-
miral De Winter.

It was further stipulated, that the combined British and Russian
armies were to embark, and quit the territories and coasts of the Ba-
tavian republic, by the last day of November; and that the ordnance
and military stores, which -vere previously mounted on the batterics
within the British Jines, should remain, and be preserved for the Ba-
tavian republic

* For the negotiation, and the articles of agrecment, see the Appendix.
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On the 18th of October, the agreement was concluded at Alkmaar,
which was immediately followed by a suspension of hostilities ; ma-

Jor-general Knox being to remain with the enemy, until the stipula-
tions were fulfilled.

While preparations for embarkation were actively going forward,
much hospitable civility passed between the general-officers of both
armies ; even the men scemed to forget that they were enemies, and
a salutary restraint was necessary to keep them within their respec-
tive out-posts. So much more prone is the human niind to emotions
of amity than of hatred!

Meanwhile the British flotilla withdrew from its station near the
principal towns of the Zuider Zee. At Enchuysen, vice-admiral
Mitchel attempted to destroy some armed vessels and Indiamen
that could not be brought off. This measure was justified, in a suit-
able address * to the loyal inhabitants, in which the town was threat-
ened to be reduced to rubbish, if the lawful magistrates were molested.
Unluckily, the enemy arrived in time to save a part of the ships, to
restore the republican municipality, and to send ‘¢ the provisional re-

gency” to prison.

On the ?.Qd of October, the first of the troops, being detachments
of cavalry, began to embark at the Nieuve Diep, and they were spee-
dily followed by others, who marched successively into the Helder as
the transports were ready for their reception.

* For the address, see Appendix.
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On the first of November, his royal highness the commander
in chief embarked in the Juno frigate, which immediately hoisted sail,
and, after a stormy passage of two days, his royal highness landed,
in perfect health, at Yarmouth.

By the 20th of November the whole of the combined British aad
Russian forces had embarked and left the Texel. Some casualties
happened, and some losses were sustained, in the different passages
to England ; but these were less than might be expected, from the
extent of the embarkation, and the inclement season in which it took

place.

After the departure of his royal highness the commander in chief,
the conduct of the remaining embarkation devolved on licutenant-
general Sir James Pulteney, assisted by vice-admiral Dickson, who
had succeeded vice-admiral Mitchel in the command of the North-
Sea fleet. This arduous and troublcsome service was aided by the
good offices and exertion of the French general who commanded at
the Hclder. Every thing of value, except some cast-horses that were
given to the poor inhabitants, was removed, and all just demands were
satisfied. After which, some British schooners were left to cruise off
the Texel, to advise ships that the British and Russian combined arm y
had evacunated North Holland.

The exterior appointinents of so many troops, in such a country,
during a severe campaign, were not furnished without great diffi-
culty ; and though neither expense nor exertions were wanting, the
army suffered occasionally from privations of the first necessity. The
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want of wheel-carriages, adapted to the nature of the country, was
often severely felt, and would, on many pressing cccasions, be irre-
mediable, if the inland navigation did not, in some measure, supply
the deficiency. No suttlers were allowed to follow the army, until
the close of the campaign. This, no doubt, was intended to be a
salutary regulation; but, more than once, every article of consump-
tion became so scarce, that the necessary refreshments for the sick and
wounded were not to be purchased. Even fresh water began to fail
at the Helder, and a contract was actually agreed upon to procure re-
gular supplies from the Ems. Furtllnatc!y, the country was well
stocked with black cattle and sheep ; in consequence of which there

was no want of fresh meat.

The hospital staff was undoubtedly selected with judgment. Great
talents, and unremitting activity, were requisite to encounter the dif-
ficulties and embarrassments that every where presented themselves,

especially at the beginning of the campaign.

The first use made of the victory of the 27th of August was to
provide an hospital. For this purpose the village of Heuysden was
almost entirely appropriated ; but the number of sick and wounded
increased so fast, that it was found neccssary to convert five or six old
Dutch men of war and Eaft-Indiamen, lying at the Nieuve Diep,
into hospital-ships ; and, in addition to all these means, two or three
large transports were employed in conveying to England some of the
worst cases.

There cannot be a more striking instance addyced of the skill and
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care with which the wounded were treated than from the small pro-
portion of deaths amongst such numbers. It is observable, how-
ever, that wounds received in the field of battle are disposed to heal
more speedily and kindly than fimilar wounds inflicted under other
circumstances.

Contrary to all reasonings deduced from the supposed effects of a
very wet autumn, and from the natural insalubrity of a Dutch cli-
mate, the troops continued healthy for the first five or six weeks.
Some few diseases of active inflammation, pleurisies, and peripneu-
monies, occurred during that period ; and, about tbe middle of Octo-
ber, those never-failing attendants of a wet campaign—diarrhceas
and dysenteries, made their appearance; they were, however, neither
so common nor so severe as might be supposed. But towards the
latter end of the month, an irregular intermittent fever began to pre-
vail, rather generally, throughout the army. This fever was attended
with much debility and dejection of spirits, but its intermissions
were well marked. During the passage home, the disorder seemed
to have been checked or suspended. However, soon after the de-
barkation of the troups in England, arnd whilst on their march to
their several quarters, this fever broke out with more dangerous
symptoms :—it now became continued, and changed its type into
that of the more malignant typhus. By the rapidity of its progress,
several regiments were reduced to half their complements of men fit
for duty. Notwithstanding such alarming appearances, from the ju-
dicious mode of treatment pursued at the different military hospitals,
the fatal cases were proportionably very few ; and, by the setting in of
frosty weather, the complaint seems éntirely to have been got under
before the beginning of the year.
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No attempt will be made to reconcile the different opinions re.
specting the causes of the failure of the Dutch expedition. ‘The un-
biassed and dispassionate reader may perhaps refer these causes to the
unusual severity of the season, singularly co-operating with the phy-
sical ohstacles * of the country—in aid of the formidable military force
opposed to us. It is indeed remarkable, that the opposite extremes
of weather, both uncommon for their severity, should have so highly
favoured the views and operations of the French in Holland. By an
extraordinary frost they were enabled to gain possession of the coun-
try; and by a remarkably wet season, to maintain it.

But all these difficulties might probably have been surmounted, if
the efforts of the allied army had been properly seconded, and
spiritedly supported, by the active and hearty co-operation of the in~
habitants .

Although the expedition failed with regard to its most essential
object, namely, the restoration of the Stadtholder and the legitimate
.constitution, yet many important advantages were gained by it ;—an
hostile navy, being the last remnant of the maritime power of a nation
which once rivaled Great Britain, was drawn from a position where
it was capable of exciting much alarm, and added to the already gigan-
tic force of the Briti(h fleet ;—a very considerable army, which the
enemy could at ne time so badly spare, was detached from the great

* The part of the coast of Ho!lmd chesen for the descent appears Lo have been more fn-
vourable for & coup-de-main than for the pragresive operations of an invading army,

4 In Italy the allied 'arms have, hitherto, been crowned with complete success, bocause
there they have been sactively sided hy the natives: whereas, in Switzerland and in Holland, -
vanting that powerful auxiliary, they have proved unsuccessful,

o
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theatre of the war ;==finally, the campaign in Holland was productive:
of additional experience and reputation to the British army. Hereto-
fore the British troops had acted only in a subordinate and secondary.
rank on the continent of Europe; but in this instance they were
principals: and, assuredly, their intrepid valour in the field, their
moderation and humanity when victorious, and their calm forti-
tude under adverse circumstances, must reflect a permanent lustre on

the British arms, and render even misfortune respectable.



APPENDIX.

OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS
LONDON GAZETTE.

Giten in the Order in which they were received by Government.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AVG. 31.

LI'EUTENANTC]ay, of his majesty’s ship Kent, arrived this morn-
ing with a dispatch from admiral lord Duncan, K. B. to Mr. Nepean, se-
cretary of the Admiralty, of which the following is a copy :

SIR, Kent, at anchor off the Texe!, Aug. 28.

BE pleased to acquaint the lords commissioners of the Admiralty, that
I shall go on from my letter of the 25th instant, and say, It blew so fresh
on Sunday fhat we could not approach the land; but the weather becom-
ing morec moderate on Monday, the whole of the fleet, with the trans-
ports, were at anchor close in shore by noon on that day. I shall not
enter into a detail of the landing of the troops, or what happened on
Tuesday, as their lordships will have that stated by vice-admiral Mitchel:
suffice it to say, the troops rowed towards the shore at day-break,
and landed, though immediately epposed by numbers, and from that
time till half past four P. M. were continually in action. However, the
gallantry of the British troops surmounted all difficulties, and drove the
enemy wherever they met them.

The Ratisvaw, Russian ship, got ashore on the South Hiak, in coming
1o the anchorage, where she remained some time in great danger; but
by timely assistance, and exertion of her captain and officers, in getting
out some of the guns and lightening her, she was got off, and last night
separted to be egain &t for service.

o2
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At five P. M. the Belliqueux, with her convoy from the Downs, an
chored.

This day it blows strong from the westward; with a great surf, so that
I fear little can be done ; but I am sure the vice-admiral will avail him-
self of every opportunity to carry on the service, as I never witnessed
more attention and perseverance, in spite of most unfavourable weather,
to get the troops landed ; and nothing shall be wanting on my part to-
wards furnishing him with every aid in my power, in order to bring the
business to a happy termination.

I am, &c..

DUNCAN.

P.S. Eight P. M. The weather is still bad ; but a lugger is just re-
turned with an answer to a letter I wrote vice-admiral Mitchel this
morning, by which I find the Helder Point was last night evacuated, and
the guns.in it spiked up. The licutenant of the lugger likewise reports,
that the general and vice-admiral had not sent off their dispatches ; and
as I think it of the greatest consequence that government should have the
earliest notice, I dispatch a cutter with this interesting intelligence, al-
though it was my original intention only to have sent one away after the
general and vice-admiral had forwarded, their dispatches ; and as I have
not time to alter my other letter to you of this date, I beg to refer their
lordships to lieutenant. Clay, of his majesty’s ship Kent, an. intelligent
and deserving officer, for further particulars.

S e O

POWNING-STREET, 4BPT. 2.

A dispatch, of which the following is a copy, was this day received
by the right honourable Henry Dundas, one of 'his majesty’s principai.
secretaries of state, from lieutenant-general Sir R. Abercrombie, K. B..

SIR, Helder, Aug. 28, 1789,
FROM the first day after our departure fiom England, we experienced
such.a series of bad.weather, as is very uncommon at this season of the
year.
The ardour of admiral Mitchel for the service in which we wera.
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jointly engaged left it only with me to follow his example of zeal and
perseverance, in which I was encouraged by the manner that he kept a
numerous convoy collected.

It was our determination not to depart fram the resolution of attacking
the Helder, unless we should have been prevented by the want of water
and provisions.

On the forenoon of the 21st instant the weather proved so favourable,
that we stood in upon the Dutch coast, and had made every preparation
to land on the 22d, when we were forced to sea by a heavy gale of
wind.

It was not until the evening of the 25th that the weather began once
more to clear up.

On the 26th, we came to anchor near the shore of the Helder ; and on
the 27th, in the morning, the troops began to disembark at day-light.

Although the enemy did not oppose our landing; yet the first division
had scarcely begun to move forward before they got into action, which
continued from five in the morning until three o'clock in the afternoon.

The enemy had assembled a very considerable body of infantry, ca-
valry, and artillery, near Callants-Oge, and made repeated attacks on our
right with fresh troops.

Our position was on a ridge of sand-hills, stretching along the coast
from north to south. Our right flank was unavoidably exposed to the
whole force of the enemy. We had no-where sufficient ground on our
right to form more than a battalion in line ; yet, on the whole, the po-
sition, though singular, was not, in our situation, disadvantageous, hav-
ing neither cavalry nor artillery. ,

By the courage and perseverance of the troops, the enemy was fairly
worn out, and obliged to retire in the evening to a position two leagues
in-his rear.

The cqntest was arduous, and the loss has been considerable. We
have to regret many valuable officers lost to the service, who have either
fallen, or been disabled by their wounds. The corps principally engaged’
were, the reserve under the command of colonel Macdonald, consisting
of the 28d and 55th regiments.

The regiments of major-general Coote’s brigade, which have been
much-engaged,. were the Queen’s, the 27th, 29th, and 85th regiments.
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"Major-general D’'Oyley’s brigade was brought into action towards the
close of the day, and has sustained some loss.

As the enemy still held the Helder with a garrisun of 2000 men, it
was determined to attack it before day-break on the morning of the 2ath,
and the brigade under major-general Moare, supported by major-general
Burrard’s, were destined for this service; but about eight o’clock yes-
terday evening, the Dutch fleet in tHe Mars Diep got under weigh,
and the garrison was withdrawn, taking their route through the marshes,
towards Medenblic, having previously spiked the guns on the batte-
ries, and destroyed some of the carriages. About nine at night, major-
general Moore, with the 2d battalion of the royals, and the 92d regiment,
under the command of lord Huntley, took possession of this important
post, in which he found a numerous astillery of the best kind, both of
heavy and field train.

All that part of the Dutch fleet in the Nicuve Diep, together with
their naval magazines at Nieuve Werk, fell into our hands this morning,
a full detail of which it is not in my power to send. This day we have
the satisfaction to see the British flag flying in the Mars Disp, and part
of the 5000 men, under the commapnd -of major-general Don, disembark-
ing under the batteries of the Helder.

During the course of the action, I had the misfortune to lose the ser-
vice of lieutenant-general Sir James Pulteney, from a wound he received
in his arm; but not before he had done himself the greatest honour; and
T was fully sensible of the loss of him. Major-general Coote supplied
his place with ability.

Colonel Macdonald, who commanded the teserve, and who was very
much engaged during the course of the day, though wounded, did nat
quit the field.

Lieutenant-colonel Maitland returning to England, to go onanother
service, and ‘majon Kempt, my aide-du-camp, and. bearer of this letter,
whom I beg leave to recommend to your notice and protection, will be
able to give any further information which may be required.

A list of the killed and wounded, as far as we have been able to as-
«certain it, accompanies this letter.

J have the hanour to be, &c.
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[Then follows a return of killed and wounded, of whick the following
is the amount:]

Total.—1 lieutenant colonel, 1 subaltern, 8 serjeants, 51 rank and file,
killed ; 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 9 captains, 6 subalterns,
18 serjeants, 1 drummer, 334 rank and file, wounded ; 26 rank and file
missing.

e

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. 2.

A letter from lord Duncan incloses the following from admiral
Mitchel to his lordship :

MY LORD, Isi, at anchor off the Texel, Aug. 28,

IN a former letter T had the honour to write your lordship, I there
mentioned the reasons that had determined Sir Ralph Abercrombie
and myself not to persevere longer than the 26th in our resolution to at-
tack the Helder and port of the Texel, unless the wind became mere
moderate. Fortunately the gale abated that morning; and, although a
very heavy swell continued to setin from the northward, I thought a mo-
ment was not to be lost in making the final attempt. The fleet therefore
bore up to take the anchorage, and I was happy to see the transports and
all the bombs, sloops, and gun-vessels in their stations, to cover the
landing of the troops by three in the afternoon of that day—when the
signal was made to prepare for landing. The general, however, not
thinking it prudent to begin disembarking so late on that day, it was de-
termined to delay it until two in the morning on the 27th. The inter-
vening time was o¢cupied in making the former arrrangements more com-
plete, and by explaining to all the eaptains individually my ideas fully to
them, that the service might profit by their united exertions. The
troops were accordingly all in the boats by three o'clock ; and the sig-
nal being made-io row towards the shore, the line of gun-brigs, sloops
ef wer, and bombs, opened a warm and well-directed fire to scour the
beache~and a landing was effected with little loss. Afker the first party
bad gained the shore, I went, with Sir Ralph Abercrombic, that I might
superintend the landing of the rest; and with the aid of the different
captains, who appeated animated but with one mind, the whole were
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disembarked with as great regularity as possible. The ardour and glo-
rious intrepidity which the troops displayed soon drove the enemy from
the nearest Sand-Hills, and the presence of Sir Ralph Abercrombie him-
self, whose appearance gave confidence to all, secured to us, after a long
and very warm contest, the possession of the whole neck of land between
Kick Down and the road leading to Alkmaar, and near to the village of
Callants-Oge.

Late last night the Helder Point was evacuated by the enemy, and
taken possession of by our troops quietly in the morning,~as were the
men of war named in the inclosed list, and many large transports and
Indiamen by us the next day. I dispat¢hed captain Oughton, my otwn
captain, to the Helder Point last evening, to bring off the pilots; and
he has returned with enough to take in all the ships necessary to re-
ducing the remaining force of the Dutch fleet, which I am determined to
follow.to the walls of Amsterdam, until they surrender or capitulate for
his serere highness the prince of Orange’s service.

I must now, my lord, acknowledge, in the warmest manner, the high
degree of obligation I am under to your lordship, for the liberal manner
in which you continued to entrust to my directions the service I have
had the honour to execute under your immediate eye; a behaviour which
added to my wish to do all in my power to forward the views of Sir
Ralph Abercrombie.

It is impossible for me sufficiently to express my admiration of the
bravery and .conduct of the general and the whole army, or the unani-
mity with which eur whole operations were carried en; the army and
navy on this occasion having (to uée @ scaman’s phrase) pulled heartily
together.

Where the exertions of all you .did me the -honour to put under my
orders have been so great, it'is almost.impossible 4o particularise any;
but captain -Oughton has had so much to do, from the first embarking
of the troops to the presentmoment, and has shown himself so strenuous
in his exertions for the good of the expedition, as well a¢ given me much
assistance from his gdvice on every occasion,that 1 cannot but mention
him in the highest manner to your Jordship, and at the same time gx-
press my wish that your lordship will suffer him to accompany whoever
may bear your dispatches to England; as I think the local knowigdge he
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has gained may behighly useful to be communicated to their lordships
of the Admiralty,

The manner in which the captains, officers, and scamen, landed from
the flect, behaved, while getting the cannon and ammunition along (o
the army, requires my particular thanks ; and here let me include in a
special manner the Russian detachment of boats, from whose aid and
most orderly behaviour the service was much bencfited indeed.

I am also much indebted to captain Hope for the clear manner in
which he communicated to me your lordship’s ideas at all timys, when
sent to me by your lordship for that purpose, as every thing was better
anderstood from such explanation than they could otherwise have heen
by letter..

It is impossiblc for me to furnish yourJordship at present with any list
of the killed, wounded, or missing scamen, or of thoss that were unfor-
tunately drowned on the beach in landing the troops, having as yel no
return made me ; but I am very sorry to say that I was myself witness to
several boats oversetting in the surf, in which I fear several lives were
lost,

I haye the honour to be, &ec.

A. MITCHEL.

A List of Men of IWar, 8c. taken Possession of in the Niewve Dicp.

Guns. Guns,
Broederschap (guard-ship), of 54 Dalk - - & w8 o W g
Veswagting - - - - - - 64 Minerva v e = w4
Ileldin - - - - - - - 82 HMHector - - - s e w
Venus - - -~ - - - - 24

And about 18 Indiamen and transports.
———— R ———

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. 3.

Lieutenant Collier, of his majesty’s ship Isis, arrived this day with
dispatches from vice-admiral Mitchel to Evan Necpean, esq. sccretary
of the Admiralty, of which the following are copics :

Isis, at anchor at the Red Buoy, near the Viieter,
SIR, August 30, Two P. M.
I mavEe the very great satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information
P
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of my Jords commissioners of the Admiralty, that the whole of the Dutch
ficet near the Vlieter surrendered to the squadron under my command
without firing a gun, agreeable to a summons I sent this morning. The
Dutch squadron was to be held for the orders of his serene highness the
prince of Orange, and the orders I may receive from the lords commis-
sioners of the Admiralty for my farther proceedings.

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c.

A. MITCHEL.

Luis, at anchor at the Red Buoy, near the Vlieter,
SIR, Aug. 13, 1799,

IT blowing strong from the south-west, and also the flood tide, I could
not send away my short Jetter of last night ;—1I therefore have, in addition,
to request you will lay before the lords commissioners of the Admiralty,
that on the morning of yesterday I got the squadron under weigh at five
o’clock, and immediately formed the line of battle, and to prepare for
battle.

In running in, two of the line of battle ships, Ratisvaw and America,
and the Latona frigate, took the ground. We passed the Helder Point
«nd Mars Divp, and centinucd our course along the Texel, in the chan-
nel that leads to the Viieter, the Dutch squadron laying at anchor in a
line at the Red Buoy in the cast-south-cast course.

‘T'he Latona frigate got off and joined m= ; butas the two line of battle
thips did not, I closed the line. About half past ten I sent captain Ren-
rie of the Victor with 2 summons to the Dutch admiral, as it was lord
Duncan’s wish that I should do so; and in her way she picked up a flag
of truce, with two Dutch captains from the Dutch admiral to me. Captain
Rennie very properly brought them on board, and, from a conversation of
a few minutes, 1 was induced to anchor in a line, a short distance from
the Dutch squadron, at their earnest request. They returned with my
positive orcders not to alter the position of the ships, nor do any thing
whatsoever to them, and in one hour to submit, or take the conse-
quences.

In Jess than the time they returned with a verbal answer, that they
submitted according to the summons, and should consider themselves
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(the officers) on parole, until I heard from the lords commussioners of the
Admiralty, and the prince of Orange, for my farther procecdings.

I have now the honour to inclose you herewith the line of battle in
which the squadron advanced, a copy of my summons to the Dutch ad-
miral, and also a list of the Dutch flcet.

Admiral Story’s flag is down, and I have sent an officer on board each
of his ships to have an eye over, and the charge of them, as they them-
selves requested that it should be so.

I have also furnished them with the prince of Orange’s standard, many
of them not having had it before, and they arc now all under these
colours,

To maintain quict among their crews, I 1ssued a short manifesto, of
which I also inclose a copy herewith,

The animated exertions and conduct of the whole squadron are far
above any praise I can bestow on them ; but I shall ever feel most sen.
sibly impressed on my heart their spirited conduct during the whole of
this business.  We have all felt the same zeal for the honour of our soye-
reign and our country; and although the conclusion has not turned out
as we expected, yet the merit I may say, in some measure, is still not the
less due to my squadron; and if I had brought them to action, I trusi it
would have added another laurel to the navy of England in this present
war. The Dutch were astonished and thunder-struck at the approach
of our squadron; never belicving it possible that we could so soon have
laid down the buoys, and led down to them in line of battle, in a channcl
where they themselves go through but with one or two ships at a time,

I have sent lieutenant Collier with these dispatches, who will give
their lordships every information, as he has been employed in the whole
of the communication with the Dutch squadron, and was also on shore
with me, as my aide-du-camp, on the day of landing.

I have the honour to be, &c.
A. MITCHEL.

P.S. Since writing the above, I received the Dutch admiral’s answer
in writing, which I inclose herewith.

[Then follows the linc of battle.]
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