
52 

ness the hereditary prince of Orange had landed at the Helder a few 

days before his royal highness the duke of York. anJ was employed 

in fOfming into regiments a number of Dutch loyalists-volunteers 

from the Reet, and deserters from the enemy. But many refractory 

Dutchmen, who. in the revolt of the fleet, had joined the British 

standard, were now obliged to be confined in the island of Warengen. 

The reinforcements, as soon as they joined the army. were distri­

buted along the lines. which now became necessarily more extended. 

Major-general Moore's brigade assumed a more advanced position on 

the left. at Colhorn; and the Russian forces now formed the right 

wing of the allied army. having rdieved the guards who were posted 

at PetteR. Field-marshal his royal highness the duke of York, 

having been declared, in public orders, captain-general and com­

mander in chief of the allied forces on the continent. established his 

head-quarters at Schagenburg 

Whilst the most active exertions were employed in making the 

necessary arrangements, preparatory to the commencement of oH'en_ 

l'ive operations, vice-admiral Mitchel was busied in preparations not 

less active in the fleet, in order to co-operate on the Zuider Z ee 

with the movements by land. A flotilla of gun-vessels was fitted 

out under the direction of Sir Home Popham, calculated to act, not 

only on either coast, but also on the inland navigation. 

So:hll.£€'f'Iburg it • villAge lilunled immedilllely on tM! gmt 1I11)"s or canal of the Zype. 
fourteen n'lit~ .olltb oft i.4! Helder, and t",o mil« due north I)f the tdWa e( ~~, within the 
great dylu, or emt.n~meDI. 
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Every arrangement having been made, upon Thursday, Septembel 

the 19th, at an hour defoce day .. break, the allied army was under 

arms and in motion,-its whole force amounting at that time to ::thou I 

thirty .. six thousand effective mCIl,-all in high health and spirits. ex­

cellently appointed, and furnished with a fine train of artillery. 

This force was fanned into four columns, beside" the reserve UI\­

der colonel Macdonald, which had advanced on the left the preceding 

even ing. preparatory to the turning of the enemy's right. 

The first column OTI the right. composed principally of Russiam, 

was under the command of Jicuunant-general D'Hcrma:m. It waS 

destined to attack the left wing of the enemy. which consisted wholly 

of French. commanded by general Vandamme,-to force hi !> pusition 

on the heights of CamperduJn, and in the villages under those heights. 

and, finally, to take possession of Dcrghen. 

The second column. commandt:d by lieutenant-general nunda~. 

was intended to co-operate with the first. by carrying the encmy ',~ 

posts at the villages of Warmanhuysen and Schorcldam. The tirot of 

these places was the advanced post of the enemy on the plain; tij ;.! 

other was situated behind it, nearer the Sand-Hilts. 

The object of the third column, under lielltenant~gcneral Sir J:lmc<_ 

Pulteney, was to attack and take possession of Oude_Carspel, at the 

head of the long dyke leading to Alkmaar. ThIS post covered the 

enemy's right wing, which occupied the pt.lin in front of Alkma,lr 
• 

and was composed wholJy('fDutc:h troops under generJI1;acmJ,.:il.. 
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The fourth column * was commanded by -lieutenant-general Sir 

Ralph Abercrombie i-it was posted considerably to the left of the 

whole i and meeting no enemy whatever, it marched on without op­

position to Hoorne, which city. having been always well inclined to 

the intC'rest'i of the House of Orange, immediately threw open its 

gates, hoisted the Orange flag on the steeples, and received the Bri­

tish troops with as lively demonstrations of joy as Dutchmen are ca­

pable of showing. 

The obstacles that presented themselves on every side, to obstruct 

the advance of all army in this country, cannot readily be conceived 

from the most accurate description. The Sand.Hills begin to rise 

abruptly from the flats, immediately behind the town of Campe. and 

stretch considerably in breadth in a south.easterly direction towards 

Alkmaar. The plain at the feet of the hills is intersected by a large 

canal, running in the same direction, and terminating at Alkmaar: it 

is a continuation of the Groot-Sloat, to which it is joined at Kraben .. 

d<lm. The whole plain is moreover divided into distinct portions 

by cross canals, which have no communication with each other. At 

the principal intersections, some village is situated, which requires 

• FiN ('Olunlfto-_twc!"e battalions of Russians, major.general Manneu' brib'llde, 7th li,I'1 

dragoons. 

Sl«"ond ("olumn-two briga.d~ guard., major.general his royal highness prinre Witli"m of 
Gloun,! tcr', brigade, and 11"0 -oqunurou, I ttll light dragoon.. • 

Third column_major-go:neral Coote', brigadt, major-general Don'. brigade, and two 
.quadrons 11th light dragooDs. 

t'oUllh column_major_general t.'U1 Ch.tham', brigade, major-peral Moore'. brigade. 

mlljor',l:cncrai earl Cavan', brigMle, fir.t battalion British grenadiefi, full battalion light in.­
fantry. and two ~qu:t.drol\l 18th light dragoons. 

R .... slEr'·e-23u and .5.5th rtgimentl. 
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nothiag more to make it a strong point of defence. than mounting 

cannon on the top of the dykes, and posting troops behind them. 

On the first ridge of the Sand·HilIs, and in the several fortified 

vil1age~ . which connected his line. the left wing of the enemy was 

posted and intrcnc:hed. His right occupied the plain. which was 

covered by the strong redoubts he had constructed at Oude-Car~pcl. 

The bridges across the few passes that led to these IlhCt~ S were de-

8trfl)'c:d. and abbatis laid at diJferent distances. 

At ha1f past three in the morning. the first attack was made by 

the Russian column, led on by lieutenant- general D' Hermann. and 

with such vigour and vivacity, that the enemy gave wayan the out­

set. In vain did he attempt to avail himself of the natural strength 

of the ground. by rallying his scattered troops behind the eminences. 

The intrepid column pressed so d ose, as not to allow him a moment \ 

pause, still dc.o; troying or making prisoners of his rcar. Thus the pnr_ 

suers and the pursued poured along the open downs and hills. until 

they arrived at the wooded tract of country that skirts the Sand-Hills 

and surrounds the town of Berghen. Here the enemy, who wa.·, 

perft:ctly acquainted with the ground, found shelter and a r;llJ yiog 

point . - Berghen is situated fOllr miles north-west of Alkmaa r, at the 

termination' of the plain. Clo~e to the suburbs is a chateau belong­

ing to-the prince of Nassau,-the whole is surrounded by thick groves 

of tall trees, with roads and alleys between them at irregular inter­

vals; SO that this spot might be deemed a labyrinth, elsier to enter 

than to get out of. 
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The Russians, in the ardour of victory, entered the town of Bwghen 

aQout eight o'dock in the morning. sword in hand J but finding the 

place abandoned. they relaxed their efforts, and, according to their 

custom"in taking towns by stonn, gave themselves up to pillage. 

The vigilant enemy instantly seized this opportunity to retrieve 

the day. He rallied his broken battalions under cover of the wood., 

which were critically supported by fresh troops from Alkmaar, as 

well as by a detachment from his centre, which turned the left Rank 

of the coJumn, and. highly favoured by the situation. attacked the 

Russians, at different points at dbce, with his usual impetuosity. 

The Russians. who had supposed their victory complete. were 

totally disconcerted at this unexpected renewal of the combat. Their 

forces were divided and dispersed. some battalions being too far ad­

vanced among the woods, whose borders they had not the precaution 

to guard. others too far retired; but the main body was busied in 

collecting the spoil in the ruined church of Bergben. Thus, not_ 

withstanding the utmost exertions of their generals and officers. and 

the natural courage of the men, the first and second in command 

having unfortunately been taken prisoners, they were compelled to 

retire from Berghen, and to measure back the ground they had con­

quered in the morning. to Schorel. 

Meanwhile, the second column, under lieutenant-general Dundas, 

commenced the attack at day-light on the village ofWannanhuysen, 

.which was strongly fortified with cannon. Three battalions 0( Rus­

~ians, led on by major-general Sedmoratsky, most pliantly .tormed. 
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the place on its left flank. while. at the same time. it was entered at 

the right by the first regiment of guards. Upon this success. the 

greater part of the column marched on to Schorel; the remainder 

was detached to keep up the commu'1ication with that of lieutenant­

general Sir James Pulteney. 

The first coluCln of Russians was hard pressed by the ('nemy in 

its retreat upon Schorel. At this point the Russians attempted to 

make a stand; but they were forced [0 yield to the enemy. just as 

the reinforcements from the second column came up to their 6Up~ 

port. Upon this. the village of Schorel was attacked and retaken 

in the face of a heavy fire by major-general Manners' brig.lde; and 

this brigade being immediately reinforced by two battalions of Rus ... 

sians, which had co-operated with major-general Dundas in storming 

Warmanhuysen. by major~general D'Oyley's brigade of guards. and 

by the 35th regiment. under the command of his royal highness 

prince William of Glouc~ster. the .action was renewed for some 

time with success j but the Russians having expended all their am­

munition, and the whole corps being exhausted by !luch great exer­

tions, they retired in good order upon Petten and Zyper-Sluy.:;. 

In the mean time. that part of the second column whidl had 

taken Warmanhuysen. having been joined by the first battalion of the 
• 

5th regiment. advanced upon Schoreldam, which position they main-

tained. under a heavy and most galling fire. until the fate of the right 

wing rendered it no longer tenable. 

During these sllnguina.ry operations on the right, the centre or 

third column, under lieuteJWlt-general Sir James Pulteney, '1roceeded 
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on to ~tack the enemy's right wing in its strong position .t Oude­

Carspel. Here the obstacles which presented them!;t;lvc:s were truly 

formidable. This place is a long village, extending three or four 

miles to the suburbs of Alkmaar; it is surrounded by deep canals and 
embankments, and its northern extremity was fortified with re­

doubts and batteries, bristling with cannon. The third brigade 

(major-general Coote's) was destined to attack on the right flank, 

while the remainder of the column stormed the centre: and left. It 

was stopped, however, in its advance by a broad and deep canal, that 

run in front of the enemy's work, over which the bridge was de_ 

stroyed. This brave brigade, therefore, had the extreme mortifica­

tion of being witnesses of the gallantry of their fellow soldiers, with­

out a possibility of sharing their danger. However, the two bat­

taliODs of the 40th regiment, under colonel Spencer, supported by the 

two battalions of the 17th. having discovered an approach on the 

left. instantly prepMed to storm it. This intrepid corps was re<:eived 

by a terrible discharge of small arms, grape and round-shot, and shelli. 

From this destructive tempcst it took a momentary shelter behind 

an angular C'mbankment, upon wruch the enemy, supposing the Bri­

tish .had retreated. sallied out &om behind his works in pursuit. 

He was, however. soon compelled to face about. and was so closely 

followed by the 40th, that that regiment entered the lines with the 

fugitives at the point of the bayonet, just at the time when part of 

the sd brigade (~d and 29th) found means to enter Qn the oilier side, 

by crotsing the canal in canocli J upon which the enemy abandoned 

them. and reHeated in t:onfuswn towar~ A1k.mur. This brilliant 

achievement cost the two battalions of the ""otb upwards of onc 

h.ndrcd and fifty men. indudiDS eIc .. n oaicers. It pat the third 

column, however, in poIMuion of tPc iJppor1lUlt poet: of Oude. 
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Carspel, and of the batteries and guns of the enemy; hut in conse­

Q:ycnce of the irretrievable disaster on the right, ]ieutenant~b'"eneral 

Sir James Pulteney found it expedient to withdraw his column the 

&lmo night from that position. The troops, after a dismal and ha­

rwing march, during which lhey were lighted by the blaze of burn­

ing villages, arrived. at all early hour in the morning. at the respec­

tive stations which they occupied before the battle. 

The same cause rendered it necessary to recall the fourth column. 

under lieutenant-Jenera! Sir Ralph Abercrombie. from the city of 

Hoome, upon which the whole of the army re.assume-i its former 

position. Such was the termination of the bal/l~ of JJt'rgm. 

The enemy. previous to this Ufair, had made uncommon efforts to 

augment his army. and to strengthen his line of defence. The actual 

number he was able to bring into action cannot be accurotcfy ascer­

tained. Perhaps thirteen thousand French, and fifteen thou:sand 

Dutch, approaches sufficiently near to a fair estimate. 

Opposed to this force, that of the allied army amounted te little 

more than twenty thousand men; inasmuch as about fifteen thousand. 

though contributing by their movements to the general design. were 

not eventually engaged. 

It WH, IOd must be aUowec\. by every candid and impartial judge. 

that the plan of operation" aad the disposition of the force employed, 

\'¥"ere -conceived and arranged. by hie royal highness the commander 

'in chief, with the greatest judpent and ability. Of the truth of 

I • 
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this remark, there requires no stronger proof than the events and 

circumstances of the action. The execution of the three grand 

movements was completely successful, and even of the fourth on the 

right. so far as depended on the exertions of the British troops. 

·The failure there, which rendered all the other successes inefficient, 

may be candidly ascribed as much to the mischances inseparable 

from the hazardous game of war, as to the misconduct of the Russian 

column. 

The Joss the enemy sustained in this attack must have made a most 

sensible impression on him; it amounted to three thousand men and 

sixty officers, prisoners; and it may be presumed that two thousand 

more were killed and wounded. Sixteen pieces of cannon also, which 

could not be brought away, were destroyed. 

The loss ill of the aUied army in this battle was also very conside­

rable; it amounted to nearly fifteen hundred British. and to three thou-

• Total of the offici .. 1 Brili." relurn. :-1 lieutenant.("{)lonel, 2 captain', 2 Jubaltem~, I ~I.a;. 

',.! lerjcanb, and 109 rank and file,killed; 7Iieulcnanl-colonels, 6 majors, 15 captains, 15 sub­

alterns, 20 .erjclIllts, 2 drumm<>r" and :HS rank and file, woundoo; 22 IKrrjcants. 5 drum­
mers, aud 463 rank and ti le, milUn~. 

3,50 of the finol l)attt.[i')Il of the 35th regiment, killed, wounded, and missing; and 70 of tile 
""aggon train. and of the rtoyal navy, nol in the above return. 

The lou oflhe Ruu iami had not been aJCerlained when Iheother return. wetegiven in: il 
WIIS ~uppoK-d to be 1500 men; thl" enemy lIIue it four, and the RUn;anJ them$Clves acknow­

l'<!d~ it to be 3000; which lut eltimate has been .cIoptecf. See the Ru.,iab rncral IYEuen's 
nffidalleUl'r;n the Appendix. wherein he aucmJl. to justify the failure of the RuWan • .,on 
lhe 'lIppmition thai they were not .llowed time to recruit .Aer their voyage. &C. &c.l a. jf 
the 8l i ti~h tmop' had not a much stronger plea on that 1C0te. parUcWarI, tho. of the firtt di~ 
vi~ioll, who got into ac-lion immediately after a long &bid .tonny vayage. Sec aJlO two other 
official papen, of a fUhtequetit date, on thit 1Ubjeet. 
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sand Russians, in killed, wounded~ and missing. The Russians also 

lost almost the whole of their field artillery, amounting to twenty 

pieces of cannOR j and their first and ~cond in command, Jieutenant­

generals D'Hermann and Tchertchekoff. were made prisoners. The 

latter wa!t mortally wounded. and died the following day. 

The immediate advantages proposed to be obtained by the attack 

of the 19th September. obviou~ly appears. from the movement on the 

left. to take possession of Hoorne,-to have been the establishment 

of the allied army in a stronger and more advanced position, and the: 

acquisition of a larger and more fertile territory for its subl>istcnce . 

• 
The peninsula of North Holland very suddenly enlarges itself from 

the narrow slip of land at its northern extremity, projecting into the 

Zuider Zee at Enkhuysen; from which place, to that of Camper­

durn, on the opposite coast, it extends jn breadth about thirty- six: 

miles. lr then as suddenly becomes narrower towards B oorne ; so 

that two miles south of that city. at Shaerdam, it is not more than 

sixteen miles across. This then appears to have been the most cle­

gible, as well as the securest position for an invading army. At 

Shaerdam, all the transverse canals unite and have one common sluys 

or outlet into the Zuider Zee; these canals at their western extre­

mity surround Alkmaar, which city is but eleven miles due west 

from Shaerdam, and five east from Egmont-op-Zce. The country 

between Alkmaar and Egmont u; partly a plain, and partly sand. hills. 

Irl this situation, therefore, an army would be protected in front 

by broad canals, and high dykes or embankments of great solidity. 
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running in parallel directions across the country; its wings would 

be covered by the two seas, and its centre by a large and strong for .. 

tilled town I-while a fine and productive territory in its rear, a­

bounding in many large towns, would have furnished it with ample 

supplies. 

To co~operate with the movements of the anny, vice-admiral 

Mitchel ha~ fitted out a small squadron of bomb-vessels and anned 

brigs, calculated for shoal water. and shifted his flag to the Babet 

sloop of war. With this little fleet he proceeded successfully to 

counter-revolutionise the towns on the Zuider at. At Enkhuyaen, 

Medenblic, Steveren, and Lemmer-, the trees of liberty were cut 

down. the Orange-flag displayed, the prodamatlons posted, the mu­

nicipalities abolished, and the old magistnltc. or burgo-masters. to­

gether with the former administration, as far as was possible, rein­

stated; and all these changes were effected with as muoh apathy 

and indifference on the part of the inhabitants 18 a scene-shifter would 

feel in converting. before the astonished spectators. a wood into a 

city. But how far their sincerity, in their professions of allt'gimtu. 

Was to be trusted, could only be judged of by their subsequent 

conduct. 

From the landing of field-marshal his royal highness the com­

mander in chief at the Helder. to the lauer end of the month. (~p_ 

tcmber), seven.l partial reinforcements of troops arriyed from time 
• 

to time in Holland, and joined the army. They belonged to the dif-

iI Ste\'eren and Lmlmer ate two poru or East FtiealaDd, nearl, oppolite EpUu)"eJl; the 
Zilider Zee loeiIlg 1I11l", onl, _ few k-.gues KfO'" 
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ferent divisions, and had either been compelled to put back, or into 

some neutra1 port during their stormy passages, or had not been pree 

pared to sail with the rest; amongst these came, a few days after ,he 

action of the 19th, a body of six thousand Russians, very seasonably, 

to reinstate tht loss that had been sustained on that da . Two thou­

sand of these troops were encamped between the Nieuve Diep and 

the Helder; the cest reinforced the Russian column i-the whole 

effective numerical strength of the army amounting at this time, in 

round numbers, to about forty thousand men. 

Towards the Jauer end of the month, the most active prep2rations 

prevailed from right to left of the line. Pontoons were constructed, 

and waggons and horses collected. all indicative of a speedy advanced 

movement, and an sounding l< the dreadful note of preparation," for 

another general attack. But hitherto the weather had been such as 

to have baffled the greatest military skill, and the most strenuous ef­

forts. The storms and rains were violent and incessant,-the effect of 

this inclement season on a country like Holland, which would seem 

to require the utmost aridity of climate to give stability to its marshes, 

may be easily conceived,-the roads became impassable, and the 

fields might be easier navigated than marched through. The enemy 

did Dot fail to profit by this suspension of operations. He strength­

ened all .au advaaced pasts, which were the same he had occupied 

before the aHair of the 19th, by additional works, and his army was 

augmCllted by daiJy reinforcements. 

At length, on the 19th of September, the weather having a6sumed 

~ appearance ofbccomiog • lillie more setdod, the whole army got 
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under arms before day-light; and, at the first dawn of the morning, 

the several brigades were in motion. apparently for the purpost!: of 

advancing upon the ~nemy; but, on the right, the tide rose so high 

with a tremendous surf, that there was no possibility of marching 

along the beach.; and the roads were so completely converted into a 

quagmire, that the troops were frequently up to theif knees. No­

thing, therefore. could be eff'ected on this day, and the several bri­

gades returned to their respective stations. 

Exclusively of the hostility of the dements, the movement might. 

nevertheless, have been useful, as tending to divide the attention of 

the enemy. respecting the true point of time and the exact place of 

the meditated attack. 

On the 1st of October, the heavy rains having ceased, and the 

roads having ~come more passable, by the wind shifting to a drier 

quarter, a change of position was effected along the whole line, 

preparatory to another general action. All the brigades on the left 

marched on to the right, whilst those on the right gave them place, 

by inclining to the centre. 

Every previous arrangement having been made, on the morning 

of Wednesday the 2d of October, at half past six, (for not ~ntil then 

did the tide of ebb admit of marching along the strand,) the rjght 

wing was in motion. 

The disposition of the combined Britith -and Ilunian forcet .• as 

materially different from the Jisposition and order of the 19tb.ofSep-
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tember. In this action tbe right and left wing were composed of 

British troops, whilst those of the Russians formed the centre. The 

enemy, however. defended the same ground nearly in the same 

mnnner as at the battle of Berghen: his left, composed of French 

troops. being stationed on the ridges of Sand-Hills that overlooked 

the plain, through the villages of Campe, Groete, SchoreJ, and so 

round to Berghen ;-but he had strongly fortified the advanced post 

of Scborddam at the head of the Kae-Dyke: . The Dutch troops, 

as before. occupied his right. and were chiefly concentrated ~t Lang­

Dyke and Oudc-Carspel, which points of defence were much im­
proved by additional works since the last attack. 

The British and Russian combined movements were executed in 

four columns. That on the right. commanded by general Sir Ralph 

Abercrombie, marched along the beach towards Egmont-op-Zee, for 

the purpose of turning the enemy's left flank. 

The second column, composed wholly of Russian troops, was 

commanded by major-general D'Essen. It mar(;hed by the Sieiper­

Dyke to Camperduyn, and then defiled off along the feet of ,he 

Sand-Hills towards Berghen. A detachment of this column, under 

major-general Sedmontzky, proceeded from the Zuyper_Sluys, to · 

co.opera~e with the British, who were de~tined for the assault of 

Schoreldam j after which it was to support the principal part of the 

column ~ attacking Berghen. In aid of the troops appointed to at_ 

tack: the post of Schoreldam, seven gun-boats moved along the 

Alkmaa, canal, under the direction of Sir Home Popham. 
K 
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The third column, commanded by lieutenant-general Dundas, 

after having seconded the operations of the RUSlianS, was to pene­

trate in the midst of the Sand-Hills, and to sustain the efforts of 

general Sir Ralph Abercrombie's corps on the right, in pushing the 

enemy from his last position. 

The fQurth and last column. commanded by lieutenant-general Sir 

James Pulteney, might properly enough be deemed a corps of obser­

vation. It was stationed on the left of the whole, opposed to the 

enelny's right, and was intended to take an advantages of the turns 

of the day, either by attacking the enemy with effect, or by sustain. 

iog, if necessary. the centre columns· 

At bllf past lix, the right column, as already observed, marched 

out of Petten, and proceeded along the Sca-Dyu, Its adnnced 

* The force and anugement of 1M coIuDlnJ were as follow: 

J'teld~JDAfllt.l hi. royal bighncu tho duke orYor" commander ira chi.tf. 

Fll'lt collUJln. on the right.-three brigades and the A!lerve Of} C 
inwJtry. of maJor-gcncrals D'Oyley. Moore, the earl of Cavan, a"d ,--'«I,> R-'" bYL~ 

. . nera 'I' III I A~r· 
of rolonel Macdonald; lime squadron, of litht dtqoons mer the b> 

f --"k erOIll Ie. command of lord Paget; and one troop 0 bone "".... ry. 

St-cond collllUn, ccntrc,-tCn baUaliolU of llullian inl1mtry; three} Najot"lettualD'E ... 
troops of hll~5IIU alld (osSW'kJ; .nillety':. sen. 

Third column, centrc,-th~ brigades of illfantry, of IDIljor-ge-l > 

ond D .. _.... __ A. Liellt<"haut~--I 
1)en.ls ~ elul of Chat bam. Coote, U\'U..-U; one....,.-..oo lith 6~-

>" Dond ... light dragoons; vu cry. 

Fourth ('olllmg, on the Ieft.-three brigade~ of infantry. of major"Ilie&ltCIMIA' g.,:pI 
Kcneraia bi. highncn prince WiUiam, Mannen. w Don ; two bat. Sir Jan.e. P'WteDll1' 
talioll' R_ia"".- two tq.troa, l8ta ¥t ...... ~ 1diUetJ. 
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guard, being colonel Macdonald's reserve immediately attacked 

and carried a redoubt in front of the village of Campe, and drove the 

enemy from that village, and from the heights ahove it; upon 

which it continued its route along the ridge of SandpHilis next the 

sea, but ratber inclining to the left. The main body of the first co­

lumn was conducted. at the same time. by general Sir Ralph Aber­

crombie. along the strand, dose to the margin of tQe tide, toward1< 

Egmont-op-Zc:e. 

The road leading to the Sand-Hills being thus cleared on the 

right. the Centre columns began to move, The Russians advanced 

and drew up on the plain, in a line paralJe! to the feet of the Sand ... 

Hills, and proceeded to attack the enemy's lines in front of Seborel , 

but lieutenant-general Dundas, having detached a part of the third 

column to suppon the Russian corps, marched briskly on with the 

remainder, consisting of major-general Coote's brigade; and, ascend­

ing the Sand-Hills at the town of Campe, immediately attacked the 

enemy, who were posted on the heights above Schorel. The enemy 

did not long stand the confiict, he retreated precipitately over a wide 

range of billa J anei- in the purswt, the regiments t composing this 

brave and steady brigade became necessarily separated. 

While lIl8jor-Fnenl Coote', brigade and colonel Macdonald's re­

serve wdr. pushing the enemy before them, with equal spirit and 

• ne tenD ~,applied to the gaUant corps of colonel l\1'8(.du",. ld . ai'Jlenr~ to have been 
al'llli.lhomer, ... that corp. neYU failed to:e .. the attack in t:Vl;:Ty ao.LWn in which it w..t en­

gaged. ffit were aUowdlle to borrow a word from tht: rt:~'or ul ionan' n<Jmtncla tufc._dn"j. 
mg«k would ht.ve been a more pl"Oper term. 

t "I'b4I 24 or Queen'I, Z7tb. 29th. ud 85th. 

K' 
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success, the "enemy maintained the contest jn great force betwet'll 

Schord and Schoreldam. from whence, and from the Koe-Dyke, he 

kept up a heavy cannonade. At length, about nOOI1, he was driVCD 

from this position by the Russian column, supported by the gun­

boats on the Alkmaar canal, and by major-general Burrard's brigade, 

which last took possession of Schoreldam. 

At this juncture, field-marshal his royal highness. the commandet­

in chief perceiving that the corps on the Sand. Hills were unequally 

t:ngaged, and needed support, as the enemy from time to. time rallied 

as he retreated towards Berghen, from whence also he received fresh 

succours, immediately ordered the brigade of major-general lord Chat... 

ham to adv.ance from the plain to sustain them. This movement 

was executed with great effect; the brigade arriv.ed critically to the 

support of the 65th regiment; and then, by extending its line, it 

was enabled to out-Bank the enemy, who was thus driven from the 

left range of Sand-Hills, and forced to take shelter in the thick 

woods that line their eastern border. Pr:oteeted by the woods, the 

enemy again rallied, and attempted [0 reg'4in hil position on the 

heights by a particular pass which led. between them. This pass 

was defended by the 85th regiment .. and, notwithstanding the re­

iterated attempts to force it, this galJant corps maintained its position 

the remainder of the day. In Jik( manner was the 27th attacked in 

a similar posi.tion; but the reception th, enemy met witb was 80. 

warm~ that, after having experienced one repulse, he did not choose 

to renew the attack. 

It was now three o'clock in the afternoon, when the-third colilmll. 
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possc&Sed the ranges of Sand-Hills quite across, from the wood of 
Bcrghen to the sea, where it joined the reserve of colonel Macdonald •. 

. Meanwhile, the enemy having rallied at Berghen. once more ap .. 

peared in great force in front, occupying a long ridge which 

stretched across a sandy plain, from right to left. From this formi­

dable position it was absolutely necessary to dislodge him. A gene­

ral charge was ordered: this cbarge was bravely led on by the 29th 

regiment, and briskly followed up by the whole line; and, not­

withstanding the ascent was to be gained amidst a terrible- discharge 

of musquetry, cannon, and howitzers, the position was carried, 

and the cDemy effectually repelled from his last pos~tion on the 

Sand-Hills. 

Whilst these arduous conflicts were maintained in the neighbour_ 

hood of Berghen, the first column, under general Sir Ralph Abercrom­

bie, proceeded. along the strand,. with little opposition, to within a. 

mile of Egmont.op.Zec. 

The enemy, who had constantly kept an eye upon this corps" al­

ways. found means to e'tablish a strong body of troops in its frollt. 

The hilla auirounding Egmont.op-Zce might. almost. boo said to 

rise into mountains. On these hilla the select infantry of the ene_ 

my were posted. whilst a strong body of his cavalry, with artillery, 

were drawn up 00 the beach, determined to dispute our futtbcr 

~m~rc .... 
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It would be difficult to find, in the memoirs of other battles, two 

adverse corps more equally matched, or a contellt mote botly dis­

puted, than in the present instance. The French were superior in 

ntlmbers., and had the 'vantage ground j but the British had greatly 

the superiority in cavalry. 

Major-general Moore's hrigade. led on by that spirited oHicer, 

charged the enemy's strongest position. The enemy, however, 

sustained the pQSh of the British bayonet with firmness, and charged 

in turn. Thus a most sanguinary conflict was maintained till the 

.close of the day, :and great numbers fell on both sides. The 92d 

regiment distinguished itself. where all were brave, and suffered se­

verely. Its gallant colonel, tbe marquis of Huntley, was struck with 

a rifle-shot in the shoulder, whilst animating his mcn to the charge. 

Major-general Moore received a musqut::t-ball in the thigh j how­

ever he continued his exertions, as if nothing had happened.. until a 

second ball wounded him in the face, and compelled him, reluctantly. 

to quit the field. 

But it WaG to the inspiriting example. and coo) orders. of the vete­

.rz.o general. Sir Ralph Abercrombie. that his brave colwnn owed its 

success. He exposed his person every where amidst showers of bul­

lets. with the vigour and vivacity of five and twenty; and, though two 

horses were shot under him, he seemed wholly insensible of danger. 

The shades of evening now began to prevail, when the enemy 

determined to make one desperate etrort.-His chasseurs very spirit-
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edly advanced in the face of the British column, and charged wi.th 

great impetuosity the corps of horse artiDery. They even cut down 

several men of that corps, and carried 0(( in triumph two guns: 

Dut this success was short-lived; for some squadrons of the 7th alld 

11 th light dragoons, with lord Paget at their head, suddenly issuing 

out from a recess between two sand-hills, charged them at full gal­

lop. The French cavalry, wholly incapable of sustaining the shock, 

were either cut to pieces, or rushed into the sea, to avoid the Bri­

tish sabres. A small proportion, favoured by the approaching dark_ 

ness, effected an escape-without nuking any attempt to carry off 

their prize cannon. 

About sun-set, the reserve under colonel Macdonald . joined the 

first column. to which it had been attached in the morning; upon 

which the enemy yielded up the well-fought ground, and retired 

towards Beverwyck. 

Whilst the right and centre columns were every where victorioU5, 

the column stationed on the left. under ]ieutenant-eencral Sir James 

Pulteney, though not engaged, had been useful in over-awing the 

enemy's right, 60 tltat he could by no means detach any troops to 

the support of his left, which had been in the utmost need of them. 

Although the action might be said to have been decidtd at ~lI n­

sct, yet "the firing between the flank companies of major-general 

Coo~'s brigade, and those of the enemy, posted in a small angular 

wOOd, did not Cease before eleven o'clock at night. Nor was it till 
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the break of day, of the sd October, that the enemy withdrew all his 

tl"OOps, which were strongly posted in the woods about Bergen, and 

rotreated across the flat lands towards Alkmaar. 

The force the enemy was able to oppose to the combined armies 

in this battle was computed at five and twenty thousand men, of 

which about fifteen thousand were French. It was these Jast troops 

that maintained the fight; .tOr the Dutch and our left wing were very 

little, jf at all, engaged. The enemy's loss must have been great. 

[ram the important consequences of the victory. It was supposed to 

amount to about three thousand. Seven pieces of cannon and three 

hundred prisoners remained with the victors. Generals Brune (in 

chief), and Vandamme. commanded the left wing of the enemy ~ 

Daendels the right. 

As the British were much more engaged in this action than the 

Russians, so their loss was proportionably greater. Indeed it ex­

ceeded that of allY siagle hattIe in which a British army was can .. 

cerned during the whole war. It amounted to neat sixteen hundred 

men, including tweJv<: officers killed, and one major-general and 

seventy-nine .officers wounded. The RU6sians lost six hundred DlCD; 

oDe of their generals was also wounded 

• Total of the official relMn. :-1 major, 5 l'l.pWn,. j l ubaltern_, 11 lerjnnl., 215 ran" 
and file, lind 4-1- horreJ, killed; ! lieutenant of the navy and , .urnen drowned; I major. 
Jo:cneral, Z colond_, 2 lif'utenant~olon<.>l', "majon, 22 ('aptain_, '9 l UbaJtctn" I .taW, ot.6 
..,rjcant ~, 1 drummer,. and ~so nma. and file, and 18 horses, wounded; 1 capu.in, .. ,ub­
Qltt'n<,7 1oCrjcanh, 3 drumml'r~, 17 S rllnk and file. and' harle'. miuing. 

Rllnian~,-170 killed or mining; 423 wounded; .50 houtt k.illed. 
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In this engagement, the very judicious disposition which was made 

of the allied forces, by field-marshal his royal highness the duke of 

York, appears strikingly evident. From the experience of the 19th 

September. great advantages were derived i-for by placing Britisb 

troops on the right. and directing tIle most vigorous efforts ag.linst 

the enemy's left. (,;omposed wholly of French, his right was unco­

vered, and left unprotected. It must consequently have surrendered. 

notwithstanding the strength of it !> position. had it attempted to 

maintain its ground. The Dutch troops, therefore, that composed 

the fight wing, following the fate of the field, evacuated their works 

during the night. retreated beyond Alkmaar, and fell back upon Pur­

merend. 

On the night of the 2d October, the combined British and Russian 

army occupied the scene of action, and Jay upon thc::ir arms; and, 

on the neXit day. the whole line advanced, and took possession of all 

the places which the enemy had abandoned; namely,Oude-Carspel. 

Berghen. Alkmaar. Egmont-op-te-Hooff. and Egmont-op-Zee. Such 

was the result of the well_contested bank of .. lllili/{/(f}' 

This affair proved more deci:.ive than could well have been ex_ 

pected, from the obstinacy with which it was disputed. The enemy 

retired upon hh> last pmition in North Holland, the pass of Be­

verwyck·; and the whole peninsula was considered as subdued by the 

pcssession of Alkmaar, its capital . 

.. !hi, action ha~ been Il·nnrd .. The BaHle of Alkmall.r," 11\ much for the 0:.1"" of di 'l­
bile-LOll, as bccau.e that place feU in ron-cqucm"c of Il. Bul a~ Ioll.ul<:. lIeri"," their 'PI>tl1a. 
lioll' Ill0,1 I:ommonly from \" illily._in sniclne-.<, tlm ought 10 be-, ailed the Strolld Battle ot 
JK·rghen. 

L 



Alkmaar (or Al\..1tr.ler)~ lately me seat of the provincial stuei of 

North Hol1and~ is a city of considerable size and strength, situated 

in a fertile plain~ five miles from the Ocean, twelve from the Zuider 

Zee, eighteen north-west of Amsterdam, fifteen north of Haarlem, 

and twenry.six miles due south of the Helder. It is encompassed 

with a thick wall, faced with brick. about three mile:s in circum­

ference, and strengthened with bastions at regular intervals, outside 

of which is a broad and deep fosse, always full of water. T.he town 

is inte:rsected with canals, whose quays are lined with large wure­

house:s. The li treets are considered. even in Holland, as remark­

able for neatness and cleanliness. The houses are built in the old 

style; but they look so fresh and gay with paint and vamis~ that 

they appear as if but just finished,-although there are very few of 

them which can boast a mote modern date than two hundred years. 

The public buildings, however. though of a mixed style of architec­

ture, have an imposing effect, e.~pecially the cathedral. with its lofty 

roof. The env.irons of Alkmaar arc remarkably pleasant; the town 

is surrounded by groves of fine tall tKeS,. with broad av.enues lead­

ing tu the ramparts in radiated directions. The intervals are laid out 

in gardens. ornamented with a variety of summer-houses in the: Chi­

n~se style. Formerly, the cultivation of flowers was carried 011 here 

to a most extravagant degree. An imaginary value was annexed to 

those fancjful but transilory productions. of horticuJturc~ equal to 

that which the world h:~d consented to bestow on gams and pearls;, 

and a tulip-root was considered as a suitable dowry with the daughter 

of a burgomaster. This frivolous pursuit, in which Dutch ceco­

Domy lavi~hed its superfluous wealth, was, however. a 'triking 

proof of the profound tranquillity and exuberant prosperity of the 
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country. At pteaeot,. butter and chee6e, which arc reckoned the 

best in Holland, are the staple commod~ties of Alk.maar. Few pl.iI.'e ~ 

on the surface of the globe, except, perhaps, ~ome p..1rtS of China, 

could boast. with Alkmaar. that they had enjoyed an undisturbed re­

pose for t.2'l6 years i for so long is it since the town was besieged hy 

the Spaniards. after ,he taking of Haarlem in 157~. 00 that occa~ 

sion the women excelled the men in acts of heroism,-they fought, 

moumed guard, and underwent all the ntigues of garribon-duty. 

without regarding the weaknesses of their sex. The Spaniards were 

.at length obliged to raise the siege. with. disgrace. after having in­

vested the town for three months. At prelient the place. with a 

strong garri<;on, might be capable of arresting the progress of .&.11 

army for a short time. provided the inhabitanu consented to submit 

to the consequences of a bombardment. 

On the British troops entering Alkmaar. they found the gates 

thrown wide open. and they were further welcomed by a disp1.1y of 

OnlOge flags. and by the chimes of the cathedral tinkling" Cod 

save the king." Stores. forage. and provision!> ill abundam .. e. were 

found laid up there: on this occasion. also, several Dutch troops 

joined the standard of the prince of Orange. Head-quarters were 

forthwith established at Alkmaar; the old magistracy were. as far as 

possible, rt.instated; and. on the part of the Briti~h, a town-major 
• 

Wa& likewise appointed. 

With this successful progress by land. the flotilla. litted out by 

vjce~admiral Mitchel on the Zuider Zee, kept equal pace. A smaIJ 

detaclted squadron, under the command of captain Bolton of the 

L 2 
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Wolverene, proceeded against the tuwn of ~mmert t6e garrison of 

which seemed determined on resiuance. having n:jecccd the lum­

mons to surrender, and planted cmnon on the pier-head. Upon 

which the armed vessels, with some difficulty, owing to the shoal 

water, brought their broad-sides to bear on the ~, and soon drove 

the ene£?y from his guns. Immediately, possession. was take. of the 

town by a party of British seamen. This little force, hoWM'erj.which 

did not amount to two hundred men, was attacked the next motning 

on all sides by very superior Dum~rs. The enemy, notwithstand­

ing. was vigorously repubed with considerabJe 10M on his side J but 

on the part of the British without the loss of a man. 

After these rapid 6uccmes, the Batilla coasted. onw.arda to the en­

trance of the Pampus (the channel leading to the Wye), where it 

captured four gun-boats, being part of the force de&tined for the de. 

fence of the capital by water. 

After the loss of the battle of Albaaar. ~ enemy· concentrated 

all his forces, so as to cover a more contracted line of· defence J for 

he seemed determined to risk another engagement before he should 

betake himself to his last strong potition Dcat Bevcrw,)lck. 

The situation of Be'o'ttw,ck is at thc ACad of the m1tt of the Zui .. 

der Zee. called the Wye (or V), which divide. NOl'\h ho/>,iQuth 

H~lIand, rendering thc former a peninsula. The is~u, that con­

nects these two div.\&iQDJ of &he pI'OYUM=C begim a& .&bat.'*,wq. Jiom 
which to Wyck-op-Zec on the ~ it illI\Re ..,ao..", ,~iL~­
eyer •• mn mile. in depth from JIi!'~ ~ the c:ft ;;(' flhi',...,. 
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The pass being further strengthened on the east by a chain of villages 

running along the Lake of Haarlem. and on the western side by the 

Sand-Hills and the Ocean. The estuary of the Wye communicates 

with the Lake of Haa'rIem, a few miles to the west of Amsterdam, 

by water-works of stupendous construction,; by means of which all 

the waters of the Zuider Zce might be poured down on the southern 

provlOces. By having the command of so extensive an mland na_ 

vigation, centering at Beverwyck. the troops of the enemy received 

suppliel> and reinforcements from Haarlem and the capital with great 

ease and expedition. 

It was therefore, undoubtedly, the interests of the allied force!: 

to follow up their recent successes by another vigorous attack on 

the enemy. without allowing him time to receive his expected re­

inforcements. or to foJ:tify .himself in the strong passes of Bc:verwy(:k. 

From the sd · to the 6th of OctoberJ the combined British and 

Russian troops were suffered to enjoy 3 short. respite from their ex ... 

cessive fatigues; part being quartered at Alkmaar. and part cantoned 

in villages and farm-houses between .that town and the sea. 

On the morning of the 6th of October. tbe advanced posts of the 

allied army pushed forward from the viHages of Egmollt. to gain 

more favourable positions in front, preparatory to a general Illove­

mont. Pouession was taken,. with little opposition, of the villages 

of Scbermerhootn. Acher 510«. Limmcn. Baccum. and of the Sand .. 

Hilli Dear Wyck-op-Zee J all these posts being in front of Bever­

wyck. At kngth the Russian column, under the command of rna· 
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jOt general D'Es'en •• tte"""ing to pn the ","ghts near u.. J'O't 
<of Baccorn, was fitmly orp~, lAd afler"rards vl80l"OIItl, attacked 

by a strong body of the enemy's troops. UPOJ\ whKih the British 

-column on the right. commanded by gene:ral Sir Ralph Abercrombie. 

ma'rchtd up fo the support of the R.ussians; and the enemy at the 

same time su~t.tjntng hilt !UI~nced corps by fi-C'sh rorCl's.--lbe a:e­

tion. though P'erhAps nOt intended too have been fought on that day, 

became getteul along tbe whok line, from LirnmcA 1:0 the Ocean, 

and .Wtts cottt«tcd on both sIdes with the greatest fury and ob­

stinacy. 

About two o'clock in the afternoob, me French caniry. led an by 

general Brune in person, having attacked the advanced BritUb and 

Russian Jines with great impetuosity and effect, the right and centn:! 

of lite .1Iied .rmy lteg.n 10 I"", ground. and to retire upon the vil­

lages of Egmont -. There. however, the British and Russian co­

lumns made a determined. stand, and vigorously "'pulsed the eoc:rny 

in their turn. Meanwhile, the brigade of major.gencral Coote had. 
marched out of Berghen in the morning, and, passing by Alkmaar, 

and through the "mage of Reyloo, took up t position at Limmen, 

where it maintained itself the whole day with &0 good a countenance, 

by the assistance of a few 1ield-pi.ec08 and howitzcn:. that the enemy 
was held effectiveiy in check OD that side. 

Evening now set in, IccompaAied with dcJugee of rain. yet atill 

the engagement continued with changeable JUccea, but with WI .. 

* The three batiaL()JI~ of the 4th priJlcip&Ul . l1It1iined the ahod. or the.,.,,... hone. by 
which they ,uffcrcd !Ie\-erely. 
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abating obstinacy. Even the darkness qf the night, combined with 

the severity of the weather ~ did not tenninate it. The fire of the 

small anns was incessant, and became quite vivid. running along the 

undulating line of the hills~ and extending in various directions into 

the plain. whilst the gloomy horizon was every DOW and then illu­

minated by the flashes of the cannon. and the cuntCd train of fire of 

the fuclls . At length, about ten o'clock. at night, the firing entirely 

ceased, the enemy every where retired. and the allied. army was left 

in undi.!.turbed possession of the scene of action. 

The British and Russian troops lay on their anns all night. occu­

pying the ground where the action terminated, which was 011 the 

heights a little to the south of the villages ofEgmont. The enemy 

fell back upon his positions in front of Beverwyck. having fixed bis 

head·quarters at Castricum.-Such was the indecisive b(u/le q/'Eg­

fflOllf. 

In this, as In the wt battle, their cnuntry has to regret the fate:: of 

many brave and valuable men, who were deprived of life, or disabled 

by wounds in its service. Major~genera) Hutchinson received a 

rifle-ball in his thigh; lieutenant-colonel Bainbridge of the 2Dth, anJ 

lieutenant-colonel Dickson of the tth, were kilJed during the action; 

and colonel Maitland of the guards, and major CampbeU of the Quth, 
• died afterwards of the wounds they received in it. 

The regiments that chiefly suffered were,-the third battalion 1st 

guards. the three battalions 4th foot, the two battalions 20th foot, 

and the 31St and 63d regiments. The lOiS of the British, in k...illed#" 
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Iwounded, and missing. amounted to upwards offourtcen hundred, in­

duding seventy officers. That of the Ru,sians was between eleven 

and twelve hundred men 

'Five hundred prisoners, mostly Batavians. feU into our hands; but 

-of the loss of the enemy. in killed and wounded. no estimate could be 

formed, as that is a circumstance which he is ever most sedulous to 

.conceal; it was su pposed to equal his loss on the 2d of October:. 

The allied army now found itself placed in a situation so critical, 

that it required the greatest military talents. joined with the ma· 

turest experience. to direct its futur.e operations. Directly 'Opposed , 
to i.t lay the enemY9 in a po'Sition almost impregnable, and confident, 

from an accession.of strength. having been just reinforced by six 

thousand French troops. A naked,. barren, and exhau.sted country 

extended aU around, thin]y scattered with a few ruined villages that 

scarcely afforded a scanty shelter for the wounded. The right wing 

of the allied army was indeed protected b, the Ocean. but a con­

siderable body of troops threatened. the Jeft. which the enemy had 

detached to the strong little city of Purmerend, where it occupied 

.an inaccessible position, surrounded with water, being prepared to 

.act either , on our flank, or on the rear. should the allied army ad. 

* Tolal of official I'W!lurn , _2 Ijeuterlant-.colonel., 2 . "ballerm, S leljeanll, ... drll.llllner .. 
&3 rank and file, 7 hor_ct, kiJ1l'd; I major-general, I colonel, I lieulen&tlI<oloneI, , majors. 

7 ('lIptainl, 2' l ubah('m" 1 staff, 23 5Crjeanlt, 666 rank and file, and IS hOttel, wounded I 
2/i"ulenant...:;oloneIJ, , P1.jor, J I;IIpt&in., 7 .ub.!lerm. U ICljeantl, 11 drutlllDU.,aAd 569 zanl 
a nd fil ... , mill ing. 

Ruu ian' ,_382 killed Qt mining, and 155 wOlU1ded. 
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vance; or, in case of nccesliity. this ho6ti.le corps might easily effect 

its retreat upon the Wye, and so across the Ferry to Amsterdam. 

To these formidable local obstacles. t~re were supcr.adJcd otherII'. 

proceeding from accidental causes, even still more formidable.-The 

weather had set in, since the evening of the 6th October, with in­

creased inclemency; the clouds discharged them!.dves in l :>rrcllt5 ; 

and the roads were so entirely broken up. that the urgent lh'tt=ssi tic.\ 

of the troops could not, with the utmo"t exertions. be pn:sen:ly r..:­

lievcd. To these complicated evils ,he whole army b.y expo~ed 011 

the unsheltered sand-hilh,-their arms amI alllmunition spoiled, anu 

their c10atbs drenched with rain-water. 

Impelled by such imperious circumstances, and actuateu by just 

and humane feelings. hi s royal highness the commander in chief, 

with the concurrence of general Sir Ralph AI>ercrombic, and the 

lieutenant-gent:rals of the army, was induced to withdraw the troops 

from their advanced position. and tn retire to the former po~ition 

upon the Zype. 

It might be alleged. in favour of maintaining our ground, that the 

severity of the weather bore equally hard upon the enemy; that J1C 

was moreover disheartened by two successive defeats; so that it was 

not probable that he would venture to disturb us in our situation; 

and that the large and commodious town of Alkmaar would have af­

forded quarters fOr a nwnber of our troops, and supplies for them all. 

But it must be remembered, that the relative situation of the two 

M 
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hostile armies were widely different i-the enemy occupied compa':' 

ratively hut a short line of defence.; his advanced posts could be 

frequently relieved, and his rear was supported and she1tered by a 

chain of villages, extending to the gates of Haarlem; from which city, 

and from Amsterdam, supplies in abundance were easily and speedily: 

conveyed. Thus the enemy was enabled to seize every favourable 

occasion to act offensively, whilst his situation gave him the most de_ 

cided advantages, in acting on the defensive. 

With respect to the propriety of retaining Alkmaar. it may be ob­

served, that that place would always follow the fortune of the 

fidd,-so that, in the event of a serious reverse, the garrison would 

inevitably be cut off, and be obliged to surrender on any terms. 

But in order to take a fair retrospect of the plan and conduct of 

the expedition in every possible point of view, it may be here worth 

inquiring, whether it would not have been more practicable and ad­

vantageous to have rather carried on the military operations by the 

coast of the Zuider Zee, and to have attempted to gain an access to 

the capital, in conjunction with the fleet, by that route? 

In support of this plan, at least, the passive concurrence of the in" 

habitants might be rdied on; for. in the party feuds which con­

vulsed the whole country prior to. the revolution, the toW'hs on the 

Zuider Zee. namely, Medenblic, Enchuysen, Hoornc, and Edam, 

were in the interests of the House of Orange. or rather supporters of 

the prerogatives of the stadtholder. On the other hand, Monniken­

dam was an exception, for that town, together with Pun:noren~and 
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Alkmw, were inveterately hostile to the prince of Orange, and vio­

lent upholders of the democracy. 

}<'avoured by the inhabitants of the eastern coast, and supported hy 

a fleet on the Zuider Zee, an invading army might possibly advance 

by this route, without interruption, even to the dykes of the Wye. 

But then. if it unfortunately suffered a repulse in its attempt on the 

capital. it would be liable to be cooped up in an angle of the penin­

sula, without a possibility of escaping, where it would run the ha. 

zard of being either &:tarved or slaughtered jAto asurrcnder. 

It was a generally-received opinion. that the city of Amsterdam 

depended for its security on the Texel, so that its fall would be 

the inevitable consequence of that entrance into the Zuider Zee 

being in possession of an enemy. A little reflection respecting the 

real site of ulat celebrated city would prove in how much error such 

an opinion was founded. 

Amsterdam. like e,·ery other place of great extent. (.oulJ place 

little dependence for its defence against a besieging army on its OWII 

particular fortificatiC!llls. Its high brick wall. of eleven miles in 

circumference, and its six and twenty bastions, would require an 

army. to .defend them nearly as numerous as that by which they 

would be invested. Besides. DO great commercial city. crowded 

with opalent citizens, could hold out against the destructive ef­

fects. of a general bombardment. It is not. therefore, to its walls 

that Amsterdam is, Of ever was. indebted for its security i-but its 

admirable situation, inaccessible on every side by which it can be 

M !I 
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approached .. if ~ll defended, may be said to render it almost im­

pregnable. 

It is sufficiently evident that the shoalt> and intricate channels of 

the Zuider Zcc do not admit of ships of the line, or even frigates, 

to act against the city itself, or any of its fortified approaches. The 

firth of the Zuidcr Zec, called the Wye, runs, in a cf"Ooked direc­

tion from its ca~tcrn en trance to its north~western termination, for 

J.bout thi rty miles. On its southern side, twelve miles from the Zui­

der Zee. it is joined by the river Amstel. At the junction of the 

Amstel and the \Vye the city of Amsterdam is built. Opposite the 

western angle of the city, and on the north side of the challnei, lie 

the port and dock-yards of Shaerdam, which may be justly termed the 

Chatham of Holland. The breadth of the Wye is various; in some 

places it is not OIlC mile, in others it is nearly six miles over; hut 

the ~prroa{'hcs to its banks, through North Bolland, are so difficult, 

.. nd the ob ... tacles so numerous, tbat mere description could com"ey 

bll t a f.lint idea of them. From the fortress of Purmerend to the 

V'lye. the conntlY is so completely under thc power of its wonder­

ful artificial fences. that an inclosu re of a few acres may be immedi­

ately flooded without permilting the w.lter to cncro:t(:h upon the ad­

jacent lands. The channel itself is defended on each side by rc­

ltouhts and batterie s, ('rel ted upon every projecting head-land; and 

the channel of the Pam pus, which leads into the Wy~. aft-er several 

windings , takes a course under the ~hore of Somh H ulland. where it 

i\-. COmma!lJcJ by the fortrc~ses of i\aarden and Ml.:udcn, which de­

fenJ the east ~iJe of the capital. 
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The marine d;ences of Amsterdam are aho "/ery formidable . 

The Wye is covered with floating batteries and gun· boats. of which 

the arsenal of Shaerdam a!fords ample suppljes 

Notwithstanding the possession of the Texel, no motives, unless 

an unanimous :md sincere invitation of the inhabitants, could induce 

the allied anny to risk the extreme hazard of attempting to gain the 

capital by the route along the eastern coast of North Holland. 

It would, indeed. be po!Sible. by collecting a great number of 

vessels of a small draught of water, such as schuyts, luggers. &c. 

to transport an army from the Texd, or r.uher from Hoorne. across 

the Zuider Zee, to South H olland. The des<.:cnt might be made 

near the fort. of Meudcn; and, after the taking of that fort, the army 

would be enabled to possess the same ground, to the east of Am~ 

sterdam. which was occupied by the Prussians, under the duke of 

Brunswick, in the year 1737. Every thing considered, the capital 

seems most vulnerable on that side. 

The country to the south-east, south, and south. west of AHl.stcr­

dam, extending from Meuden to the HaarIem Meer. is composed of 

low meadow-grounds, intersected with wet ditches, which are com .. 

pletdy .,commanded by the dykes of the Amstel and the Wye. 

Over those fiat lands there are five approaches to the city, being so 

many roads running on the top of the dykes. These dykes are all 

defended' by batteries, which flank them in every direction; so that 

• Upw;..rd, of Jillty French gUIl.boob, w:th thei r cr'Wl. Wtlt' ('oJ\vcyed, with great t'XPl-odi. 
tio~1 (rn.r. Dunkirk It> AIP>lerdanl, through tb ... mhmd na ,·ir~r ;on . 
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an invading army. in advancing, could only present the front of a very • narrow column, the breadth of the road, and not more than three or 

four pieces of cannon. 

The approach 011 the west side was that by which the combined 

Briri:.h and Russian army inrcnded to have proceeded. It took a 

wide circuit; at first, in a direction due south, through the cities 

of Haarlem and Leyden; and then, turning the Lake of Haarlem, it 

assumed a northerly cour~e. by the IotTongly fortified advanced post 

of Am~telvcen. There lay, indeed, a nearer route from Haarlem. 

aloRg the Track-weg • .:md over the great sluices which a.dmit of the 

conflux of the waters of the W ye, with those of the Lake of Haar­

lern; but no p.tSsage could be attempted by that route, as fifty men 

could defend it again!>t any number. 

Nothing mOle strongly evinces the naturoll strength of Atmterd.lIl1, 

improved from time to time by the utmost cxertion~ of art and gc~ 

nillS, than its h,IVillg been, from its very foundation in the fifteenth 

century. an ul-ylum for the opprt'ssed of every nation, who, there 

protected, were cnable!l to br.lve the greatest fury of their "ppres~ 

sor~. The ll1o!>t accompli~heJ generab. commanding the finest troops 

in the ,""orld. IlJ,VC at various peri.)ds been baffied in thelf attempts 

on Amsterdam; and Don John, of Austria, and the duke of Pill'ma, 
• 

as well as marshal Luxemburg. and the prince of Conde. have alike 

round its capture impracticable. Even during the recent convul~ 

sians of the country. the duke of Brunswick, at the head of 20,000 

Prusl>i,\m,rotlnd himself stopped in his attempts to approach the city 

by Il handflll of its armed burghers i nor could he without much 
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difficulty have taken the place. had not the republican party through­

out the seven provlilces accepted of the terms offered them. 

In the late invasion by the French, the city could not be said to 

have been taken. Pichegru, indeed, entered its open gates with­

six thousand troops, but certainly not in a hostile manner. 

The surrender of Amsterdam, as connected wi th the plan and 

views of the expedition, should seem, therefurC', to depend rather Oil 

the disposition of the majority of its inlu bitants favou ring tho.;c views, 

than from the exterior operations of the allied army,-which, after 

being victorious in five sanguinary battles in the CO lJ r~(: of as many 

weeks, had yet to attain the threshold of the cl'ttcrpri zc, by forcing 

the passes of Beverwyt:k. 

On the morning after the engagclllcnr ( the 7th of Octoher) , .h-.: 

al1it:d forces found themse lves extended over ,\ \.,'ilk tr.l.!.:t of <,:ountry. 

The left wing was at H eylno, and at the \'i lL1gt:~ to the ~ollth of 

Alkmaar. The Russians occupi t:d Egmont-op-te-I JooH·. ; and th o.: 

right wing, with general Sir Ralph Abercrombie, Egmonl-Op-Zcl" , 

In the course of the momi ng the troops became more COtJl'Cfltr;1 teti , 

the principal part of the army assembl ing round Eg mont-op-Zr:e , 

All t~e day the men were busily employed in preraring ~ome kiml 

• ~mon'-op't!:-H()UtT is a pIa!,;!: of J: n:a. (1I'>1;'luil)," It al'p', .. r- .' ''lI l<"rl), I" )',1\'" hL'Cn a 
("Onsid, r:lblc tuwn fur , ;zc and <I "'ogl h. fl "I,.'"n,kd ",ill , I,,,:,,, f" i,::,' O) '" ",Iilic..,<; hut un 

rai' i0lt lhe li(ge or Alkmaar in U7:I, Ih" SI,am"ru< " "Il' ,,> c", ag~·d ... IJwlr I;,jl " l" I" f"", 
lliallu .... o, that till' , o<ad,~·d aud " Iuud,',.,,[ Ep"o'" ,_ t" t " 11." "1,1,,,:_, "",1 "","~'kr,, '" "', " 
/ICl'fab .. d by lh~· fai th they pruli'" d , and ",hid, !I,,' Rd; ,nl1~ l;on had ",,! )'.-1 ,\t' Il1ri",d, ,', I 't(" 

cle.troyed. The VIM'(', pi pre- elll, t'xh.b.ib cx t..,mi,<,; aud I'i< IlIrcs'luc ruim,_pcrhap' II",; vI;_ 
ll' ruin. in Lbe Scven United ;"Ul\'Uln's. 
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of shelter on the Sand-Hills against the night, such as con$tructing 

sheds of rushes, aud digging trenches in the -.nd. About leven 

o'clock in the evening a very unexpected order was il>&lJ('d, for the 

troops to fall in. an" the different brigades i1nmediately to form. It 

was pitchy dark. and the clouds descended in cataracts. In this situa­

tion tht: arr:lOgemCIltS were at length effected j but with how much 

difficulty and confusion may be easily conceived. About ten o'clock 

at night the whole army was in full retreat. The' right wing FAced 

towards Petten, and marched along the strand close to the ti.de. 

The rest of the army retired by Alkmaar. Fires had been previously 

lighted on the heights, at the advanced picquets. to deceive the ene­

my. Thus, by a sudden and decided measnre, the retreat of a brge 

army was effected hllfore the f.lee of a most vigilant and active foc, 

without disorder or any immediate pursuit, and with little comparJ.-

1ive loss. 

To l);lve g.lincJ some hours march of such an enemy was a mca~ 

sure of the first necessity. A retiring army. in a hostile countlY, 

under the most D,vourablc circumstances, call1lot proceed unaccom­

panieJ '''''itll distrc$scs; but so urgent were these, in the memorable 

night of the: 7th of October, that. if the enemy were not disabled by 

his recent defeats from attempting any enterprising operations, by 

pressing on our rear during the darkness and hon'our of the night, 

ht! might have occasioned so much confusion along the whole line of 

march, a5 must have beer. productive of very serious misfortunes. 

Ind<.:cd, a general cOll5ciousncss of our critical situation operated as a 

bond of lIni.on. which kept the whole army in some order. until 

.they arrived at their ,own lines. But then. the line of march 

was entirely broke up. by the different regiments attempting to 
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move off, in various directions, towards their respective stations. In 

the disorder which ensued. numbers were thrown out, who found i.t 

impossible to recover their different corps during the remainder of 

the march. 

The intense darknes!I was still accompanied by deluges of rain. 

There was no sure footing; all was quagmire 0 but the firmest bot­

tom, and, on the whole. the safest way. lay through pools of water. 

though it was impoS!>ible to guess whether the next stcp would be up 

to the knees or the neck. 

Notwithstanding so many ditficIllttes and dangers, the greater part 

of the troops arrived safely at their different quarters in the evening 

of the 8th; and those who were thrown behind dropped in the ca­

suing day. The medium length of this harassing march (from Eg­

mont to Schagen) was about thirty miles. 

The enemy. as soon as it w~s discovered that the allied army h"d 

changed its position. dispatched some regiments of French chasseur~ 

to observe its motions. These c<1\'<11ry showed themsdves within 

~nnon-shot of our advanced posts, and were enabled to make prj~ 

scners of about 6ve or six hundred stragglers. Th('y took also some 

baggage ~ggons. and about three hundred women, belonging to chi! 

British troops who had fonowed the army for the laudabJe purpose of 

picking up whatever they could find by the way. The women. afler 

being detained tbree days at Amsterdam. were scnt back i-they did 

not complain of ill usage. The children amongst them were much 

cuesaed, and were all presented with new doaths. 

N 
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On the 9th of October, the combined Bdtish and Russian army 

established i.tself in its old position, on the great dyke of the Zype; 
its advanced posts being those of WinckeJ, Dirxhorn. and Petten, 

on the left, centre, and right; and its heJd-qur:rters being ag'Ain fixed 

at Schagen-brug. The enemy also assumed the position he had occu­

pied prior to the battle of Alkmaar. at which town he established his 

head. quarters. 

On die following day, the enemy commenced offensive operations: 

he attacked, with great superiority of numbers, the posts of \~inckel 

and Dirxhorn i from which, after a gallant defence, the British troops 

were withdrawn. The former. in particular, was defended with great 

spirit and skill by his highness prince William of Gloucester, at the 

head of the 35th re.giment, who did considerable execution on the 

enemy. and retired not until the party Wal> nearly surrounded. 

It now became expedient to inundate a small tract of country to the 

left of the town of Sdlagtn, a~ it was of great importance to retain 

that PO!;t, which the enemy in some degree commanded, by having 

gained pos~ession of Winckel. 

The season now began to assume the aspect of an early and rigour~ 

ous winter. It could not be supposed that an army of near furty 

thousand men could be maintained until spring within die OOl'row 

limits of a tract of country already impoverished.. with an active and 

enterprising army in front, furnished with every necessary for under­

taking a winter campaign. 
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It wu therefore ultimately determined to withdraw the comhined 

British and RU9.sian troops from North Holland, and to return to 

England as expeditiously as possible. 

To rend~r safe and effective this resolution. there werl' kft l u 

choose hut two practicable expedients.-either to flood the country in 

front of our lines, and to fortify the heights that command the Helder. 

in order to cover the.; embarkation, or to negotiate an armi,;tice with 

the enemy. 

The command of the waters of the Ocean ilnd of the Zuidcr Zce 

was I:crtainly in our power, by possessing the sluin"s at Colharn, 

Oude~Sluys. and Pettcll; but to take advantage of thi s power 

would be to destroy the country, and involve the tJlloifending inha­

bitants in irretrievable Tuin,-for whose protection and security the 

expedition was undertaken. $0 calamitous an expedient was ne ver 

executed by the enemy, either to protect Alkmaar. or to cover hi!; 

own retreat. 

This desperate mea::;lIre. therefore. was so utterly n :p!lgn:lllt to 

the feelings and sentiments of his royal highness the commander i l! 

chief. and so contrary to the well-known generous and liberal mode 

of warfare exercised by .a British army. that nothing but the most ur­

gent plea of self-pre!:ervation could induce its adoption. At the fame 

time~ it must be acknowledged, that it would be extremely hazardou ~ 

to trust entirely to any works thrown up 011 the heights ofHeuysdclI> 

or round the Helder; for should the enemy once succeed in fon jp: 

those works, he would entirely command the embarkation. 
N • 
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Induced by such motives, the negotiation for an armistice was­

preferred} and, on the 14th of October, an overture was made. in 

the form of a message. from his royal highness tAe commander iD. 

chief. to the french general Brune, at his head-quarters, Alk­

maar. The message met with all the attention to which it was so 

highly eruitleJ ; a favourable answer was returned, and major-general 

Knox W.:S dispatched the next morning to treat on the conditions of 

the armistice. 

The terms of the enemy. as might be naturally expected, were at 

first extravagant. The restitution of the Batavian neet, and the giv­

ing up. without exchange. fifteen thousand Batavian and French 

prisoners. were the terms in fisted upon. The first demand was pe­
remptorily rejected by his royal highness the commander in chief; 

but as it was concluded that some loss must necessarily be sustained, 

in consequence of an inte .... upted emba .. kadQfJ. a .. easonable number 

of men was consented to be given up. The number ultimately agreed 

upon was eight thousand, among whom was included the Dutch ad. 

miral De Winter. 

It was further stipulated, that the combined British and Russian 

armies were to embark, and quit the territories and coasts of the Ba. 

tavian republic. by tbe last day of November; and that the or~ance 

and milit •• ry stores, which "N'ere previously mounted on the batteries 

within the British Jines, should remain. and be preserved for the Ba .. 
tavian republic 

• For the nf'gQl.io.tion, apd the articles or agrGa:Den\, . ee the AppeDfli.x. 
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On the 18th of October, the agreement was concluded at Alkmaar. 

which was immediately foHowed by a suspension of hostilities; rna· 

jor-general Knox being to remain with the enemy. until the stipula. 

tions wefe fulfilled. 

While preparations for embarkation were activeJy going forward, 

much hospitable civility passed between the general-officers of both 

armies; even the men seemed to forget that they were enemies. and 

a salutary restraint was necessary to keep them within their re~pcc_ 

tive out- posts. So much more prone is the human nlind to emotions 

of amity than of hatred 1 

Meanwhile the British flotilla withdrew from its station near the 

principal towns of the Zuider Zee. At Enchuysen. vice-admiral 

Mitchel attempted to destroy some armed vessels and Indiamen 

that could not be brought off. This measure was justified, in a sujt­

able address" to the loyal inhabitants. in which the town W3S threat_ 

ened to be reduced to rubbish, if the lawful magistrates were molested. 

Unluckily, the enemy arrived in time to save a part of the ships, to 

restore the republican municipality> and to .send" the provl.!.lOl1:l1 re­

gency" to prison. 

On the :2d of October. the first of the troops, being detachments 

of cavalry. began to embark at the Nieuve Oiep, and they were spee­

dily followed by others, who marched successively into the Helder as 

the transports were ready for their reception • 

• For tbe .cidr~. we Appendix. 
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On the first of November. his royal highness the commander 

in chief embarked in the J uno frigate. which immediately hoisted sail, 

and, after a stormy passage of two days, his royal highness landed. 

in perfect health, at Yarmouth . 

By the 90th of November the whole of the combined British ll4,ld 

Russian forces had embarked and left the Texel. Some casualtief 

happened, and some losses were sustained. in the different passages 

to England, but these were less than might be expected. from the 

extent of the cmblrkation, and the inclement season in which it took 

place. 

After the departure of his royal highness the commander in chief. 

the conduct of the remaining embarkation devolved on lieutenant­

general Sir James Pulteney, assisted by vice-admiral Dickson. who 

had succt'eded vice-admiral Mitchel in the command of the Nonh­

Sea fleet. This arduous and troublesome service was aided by the ' 

good offices and exertion of the French general who commanded at 

the Helder. Every thing of value, except some cast-horses that were 

given to the poor inhabitants, was removed, and all just demands were 

satisfied. After which, some British schooners were left to cruise off 

the Texel, to advise ships that the British and Russian combined army 

had evacuated North Holland. 

The exterior appointments of so many troops, in such a country, 

during a severe campaign, were not furnished without great difli. 

eulty,; and though neither expense nor exertions were wanting, the 

army suffered occasionllly from privations of the first necessity. The 
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want of wheel-carriages, adapted to the nature of the country, was 

often severely felt, and would, on many pressing occasion:>, be irre_ 

mediable. if the inland navigation did not, in some me:lsurc, supply 

the deficiency. No suttlers were allowed to follow the army, until 

the do.~e of the campaign. This, no doubt, was intended to he :l 

salutary regulatiuJl; but, more than once, every article of cOllsump­

tion became so scarce, that the necessary refreshments for the si(:k and 

wounded were not to be pun:hascd. Even fresh water bcg:m to fail 

at the Helder. and a contract was :lctually agreed upon to procure re_ 

gular supplir's from the Ems. For(~matcly. the country was well 

stocked with black. cattlc and sheep; in consequence of which there 

was no want of fresh meat. 

The hospital staff was undoubtedly selected with judgment. Great 

talents. and unrcmiuing activity. were requisite to ('ncounter the dif­

ficulties and embarrassments that evcry whcrc·presentcd themselves, 

especially at the beginning of the campaign. 

The first use made of the victory of the 27th of August was to 

provide an Jlospital. For this purpose the village of Heuysden was 

almost entirely appropriated; but the number of sick and wOlwdcd 

increased so fast, that it was found necessary to convert five or six old 

Dutch men of war and Eafl-Indiamen, lying at the Nieuve Diep, 

into hospital-~hips; and. in addition to all these means, two or three 

large transports were employed in conveying to England some of the 

worst cases. 

There cannot be a more strik.ing instance addlJced of the skin and •• 
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care with which the wounded were treated than from the small pro­

portion of deaths amongst such numbers. It is observable, how­

ever, that wounds received i.n the field of battle are disposed to heal 

more speedily and kindly than fimilar wounds jnt1i~:ted under other 

circumstances. 

Contrary to all reasonings deduced from the supposed effects of a 

very wet autumn, and from the natural insalubrity of a Dutch cli. 

mate, the troops continued healthy for the first five or six weeks. 

Some few diseases of active inflammation, pleurisies. and peripncu­

monies. occurred during that period; and, about tbe middle of Octo­

ber, those never-failing attendants of a wet campaign-diarrha:as 

and dysenteries, made their appearance; thry were, however, neither 

so common nor so severe as might be supposed. But towards the 

latter end of the month, an irregular intermittent fever begom to pre .. 

vail, rather generally. throughout the army. This fever was attended 

with much debility ;nd dejection of spirits. but its intermissions 

were weIl marhd. During the passage home. the disorder seemed 

to have been checked or suspended. However. soon after the de­

barkation of the troops in England. ar.d whilst on their march to 

their several quarters, this fever broke out with more dangerous 

symptoms :-it now became continued, and changed its type into 

that of the more malignant typhus. By the rapidity of its progress, 

~veral regiments were reduced to half their complements of men fit 

for duty. Notwithstanding such alarming appeantnces. froni the ju .. 

dicious mode of treatment pursued at the different military hospitals, 

the fatal cases were proportionably very few; and, by the setting in of 

frosty weather, the complaint ~ems entirely to have been got under 

before the begmnini of the year. 
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No attempt will be made to reconcile the difFerent OplRlOnS re .. 

specting the, causes of the failure of the Dutch expedition. The un­

h.iasaed- aD;d dispassionate reader may perhaps refer these causes to the 

ynuauallCventy of the .season, singularly co..opel'l1ting with the phy­

sical obstac1es • of the country-in aid of the formidable military force 

apposed to us. It is indeed remarkable. that the opposite extremes 

of weather, both uncommon for their severity, should have so highly 

f,lVoured the VlcWS and operations of the French in Holland. By an. 

extraordinary frost they were enabled to gain possc'ision of the coun­

try; and by a remarkably wet season, to maintain it. 

But aU tbesc difficulties might probably have been surmounted. if 

rile efforts of the allied army had been properly seconded, and 

spirited.ly supported, by the active.and hearty co-operation of the in .. 

habitants t. 

Althol1gh t"he expedition failed with · regard to its most essential 

object. namely, the restoration of the StadtholdCl" and the legitimate 

-constitution, yet many important advantages were gained by it i-an 

ltostile na"Y, being the last ·remnant of the maritime .power of a nation 

which once rivaled Oreat Britain, was ·drawn from a position where 

it was capable ofacitingmuch alarm, and added to the already gigan~ 

1ic force of the Btiti1)a ieet;-a very considerable army, which the 

-enemy GOuld ".I no time 10 badly s~ was detached from the great 

• n- )*t m the cout Of Hon.nd cbeten for the detUnt ."pear, to h.vc been more fa­
vourable for.~;' daM fOr the p'1Ir(I1'..tve open-bam or . n invading .nny. 

t In 1-'1 the allied ..,.. bave. hitherto. been ('Towned with cOlllpl(.o(c 'uccca.. boc.use 
there dw:y t-ft a-a, .ru.eIy !lidod !"Iy the native.: wherea,. in SwiUlcd . ad Md in HollazlI'. ~ 

~ thd poWed"ul alaxiliuy. they t.ve pI"<WW uuucceufLll. 
o 
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theatre of tho war I-finally. tho compalga in Holland .... pood""t[.~ 

of additional experience and repntation co the Briti.h army. Hereto-­

fore the British troops bad acted only in a IUboniinate IDI! secondary. 
rank OQ tbe """tinent of Europe; but in !hit i_ they were 

principals: and., assuredly, their illtrepid nlour in the field, their 
moderation and humanicy when victorious... and their calm forti ... 
tude under adfcrse circumstances. mUlt reAect a permanent lustre Oft. 

tho British arms,and render e.en mioIOrtwIC re.peclable. 



APPENDIX. 
-. 

OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS 

WKDON GAZETTE. 

ADNlJtALTy-oFPlCE~ AVG. $J. 

LrnUl"ENANTClny. of his majesty's ship Kent, arri~d tbis morn~ 
ing with a dispatch from admiral lord Duncan, K. B. to Mr. Nepean. se­
cretary of the Admiralty. of whicb the following is a copy: 

SIR, Kent, at .m·hor oft" the Tcxc!, Aug. 211. 

lJ£ pleased to acquaint the lords commissioners of (he Admiralty, thal 
I shall go on from my letter of the 25th instant, and say, It blew so fresh 
on Sunday that we could not approach the land; but the weather becom­
ing more moderate on Monrlay, the whole of the fleet, with the trans­
ports. were at andlOT close in shore by noon on that day. I shall not 
entcr into a detail of the landing of the troop!., or what happened on 
Tuesday, as their lordships will have that stated by vice-admiral Mitchel; 
suffice it to say. the 1roops rowed towards the shore at day-break. 
and landed. though immediately epposed by numbers, and from that 
time till half past four ·P. M. were {:ontin\l&Uy in action. Howe,'er. the 
gallantry of the British troops surmounted aU wl1icultiest and drove the 
enemy wherevPT they met them. 

The 1U.tilvaw, R.ussian ship. got ashore on tb(" South Hiak. in coming 
10 the aecltorace. aere she ~ma.iDed .ome time in great danger J but 
by timeJy _atance. .and esertion of her captain and cfficers. in getting 
out some of the gun. and lightening her. sbe was got off, and la.t night 
.l<poI1e4l t. be .gain" r ..... m"'. 

02 
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At five P. M. the Btlliqueux, with her Con10Y from the Downs, an 
chafed. 

This day it blows strong from the westward, with a great surf, so that 
I fear little can be done j but I am sure the vice-admiral will avail him. 
self of every opportunity to carry on the service, as I never witnessed 
more attention and perseverance. in spite of most unfavourable weather, . 
to get the troops landed .. and nothing shall be wanting on my part to­
wards furni shing him with every aid in my power, in order to bring the 
business to a happy termination. 

I am, &c .. 
DUNCAN. 

P. S. Eight P. M. The weather is still bad ; hut a lugger is just reo 
turned with an answer to a letter I wrote vice-admiral Mitchel this 
morning. by which J nnd the Helder Point was last night evacuated, and 
tbe guns.in it spiked up. The lieutenant of the lugger lik.ewise report!. 
that the general and vice-admiral had not . ent off their dispatches j and 
:as 1 think it of the greatest consequence that government thould have the 
earliest notice, 1 dispatch a cutter with this interesting intelligence, al­
though it Wil my original intention only to have sent one away after the 
general and vice-admiral had forwarded, their dispatches j and as J have 
not time to alter my other letter to you of this date, J beg to refer their 
lordships to lieutenant Clay .. of his majes.ty'. ship Kent, an.. intelligent 
and deserving officer. for further particulars. 

IIOWlfUIO-'TRBBT .. ".'T. 2. 

A dllpatch. of which the fo1Wwing i, a copy. was this day received 
by the right honourabJe Henry Dunda., one of 'bis majesty's principai 
Kcretaric. of ,tate. from.lieuteoant-generalSir R. Abercrombie. K. Jt~. 

$la:. Mel ... Aug. gat 17'9. 

FR.OM the fint day after our departure from England, we experienced 
such.a.scrie.. of. bad. weather) as i, very uncommon at tbis season of the 
year. 

The ardour of admiral Mitchel for the. Ictvice in wlUch we WVt . 
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jointly engaged 1eft it only with me to (onow his example of ual and 
perseverance. in which I was encouralcd by the manner that he kept a 
numerous conyoy collected. 

It \vas our determination not to depart from the ~solution of attacking 
the Helder, unless we should baTt been prevented by the want of water 
and provisions. 

On the forenoon of the 21st instant the weather pro\'cd so favourable, 
that we stood in upon the Dutch coast, and had made every "preparation 
to land on the 22d. when we wue forced to sea by a heavy gale of 
wind. 

h was not until the evening of the 25th that the weather begnn once 
more to clea.r up. 

On the 26th, we came to anchor near the shore of the Helder; and on 
the 27th. in the morning. 'he troops began to disembark at day.light. 

Although the enemy did not oppose our tanding; yet the hrst division 
had scarcely begun to move forward before they got into action, whicK 
continued from five in the morning until three o'clock in the afternoon. 

The t:nemy had assembled a veIJ considerable body of infantry. ca· 
va1ry. and artillery, near Callant ... Oge, and mude repeated attacks on our 
richt with fresh troop' , 

Ollr position was on a ridge of sand·hiUs. stretching along the coast 
from north to south. Our right Hank was uD.avoidably exposed to the 
wAole force of the enemy. We bad no·wbere sufficient ground on our 
right to form more than a battalion in line; yet, on the whole, the po­
sition. though singular, wu not, in our situation. disadvantageous, hay. 
ing neither cavalry nor artillery. 

By the courage and perseverance of the troops, the enemy was fairl! 
wom out, and obliged to retire in the evening to a position two leagues 
m,his rear. 

The cqntett 'Vf1/it arduou" and the loss has been considerable. We 
lIave to revet: many valuable oflieen lolt to the service, who have either 
fallen, or beeD. disabled by their wound,. The corps principally engagecf 
were, tlte reserve under the command of colonel Macdonald, consistilll, 
of the ZSd and ~5th re,iments. 

The regimcotl of major.gencra) Coote's brigade, whicb have been 
II11Jch·enpged,. were the Queen',. the 27th, 29th, and 8Sth regiments. 



'Major,;,gen.eral n'Oyley's brigade was brought iuto «tion towardl tlIt' 
elo.e of the day. and hu ,""a.i.ned some loss. 

:As the enemy still held the Helder with a garruOIl of JOOO.men" it 
was determined to attack it beiOc.e d.ay-1lI'cak. on die DlOnWtg of the !u.th ~ 
and tm-: brigade under major-genenl 'Moore, supported by major-genqaJ 
Burrard's. were destine,d for this service; but about eight o'clock yes.­
terday cvenin,;. the Dlrtcb fleet: iQ lite Man Diep got under weigh, 
and the g.arrison was withdrawn, taking their route through the mushes, 
towards Medenblic, 'having previously spiked the guns on the batte­
ries, and destroyed some of the carriages. About nine at night, major­
general Moore, with the 2d battalion of the royals, and the 92d regiment. 
under the command of lord HUlltley, took possts~ion of this important 
post, in which he found a numerous artillery of the best kind, both of 
heavy and fieJa train. 

All that part of the Dutcb fleet in the Nieuve Biep, together with 
their naval magazines at Nieuve Werk, fell into our hands this morning, 
a full detail of which it is not in Ill]_ power to send. 1l1is Wiy we have 
the satb.faction to iCe the 'Britit.h t;.& Bying ill the Mars Diop, and part 
of the 5000 men, under the comma.o4 -of major-general Don, disembark­
ing under the batteries of the Helder. 

During the cour~ of the action, I 'had tbe misfottune to Jose the ser­
vice of Jieutenant-gencral Sir Jatnes Pulteney, from a wound he received 
in his arm; but not before hcihad done himself the greatCst honour; and 
I was fully sensible of the 10Si Drhirn. Major-gcller.J Coote supfMied 
hi!> place with ability. 

Colonel Macdonald, who commanded the "eserve, and who was very 
much engaged during the course of .the day. though wounded. did nut 
(luit the field. 

I.ieutenanf-cokmt:l Maitland returning to England, to go cm-anoth01' 
service. and -maJol K('mpt, Illy aide-dl.H:alllp, arnl bearer of ~is letter, 
whom J beg leave to recommend to your notice and proteotion, will be 
able to give any further information wlUch may be required. 

A list of tbe killed ud wounded, u far as .we have been able to U­

,certain it, actompanies this letter • 
. 1 pve the hoootU'to be,.&c. 

IlAll'H ABEIICROJOIlE 
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[Then follow. a relum of killed and wounded, of w~lt the foHowinr 
"' t'he amount:] 

TotaJ.-l lieutenant colonel. llubaltern, S aerjca.bts. 51 nnk and file. 
killed; ] colonel, 1 lieutenant.coloneJ. 1 major, 9 captains. 6 subalterns, 
IS serjeant" I drummer. 5S4- rank. and file, wounded j 26 rank and file 
rnisbing. 

AI>MUtALTY~O'FlcaJ SEPT. 2'. 

A letter from lord Duncan incloses the following from admiral 
Mitchel to his lordship: 

MY WRD. J~M,.thChoroi"li1e Tcx..J,Au,. '1f. 

IN a fonner letter I had the honour to write your lordship, I thtre 
Rlentioned the reasons that had determined Sir Ralph Abercrombie 
and myself not to persevere longer tha.n the 26th in our resolution to at· 
iack lhe He-Ider and port of the Texcl, unles~ the wind became more 
moderate. Fortunately the gale abated that morning j and, although a 
.,ery heavy swell continued to set in from the northward, [ thoubrht a mo. 
ment was not to be lost in mak.ing the final attempt. The fleet ther<'fore 
bore up to take the anc)lorag€", and J was happy to see tbe traniporti and 
all the bombs, sloops, and gun·vessels in their stations, to cO-ver the 
landing of the troops by thrtt in the afternoon of that day-when the 
signal was made to. prepare for landiug. The general, however, not 
thinking it prudent to begin disembarkiag to late on that day, it was de· 
flermin~ to dtJay it utltil two in the monUog on the 27th. The inler. 
'Yening time was otcupicd in making the former arrrangements more com­
plete, and by es:plaining to all the captaini individuaUy my ideas fully to 
tJlem.. that the tervice might profit by their united exertions. The 
troops were accocd.ingly.n in the boats by three (t'clock; and the sig. 
DIll being made ·to rOI'IIP' towanil the fhore, the line of gun-brigl, sloop. 
ef Wlr.~ bombs, opcoed.. wan;q and. well-dirccted fire to scour the 
beach-4ud.a landi.g wa. effeoted wilh little loss. After the first pany 
'Aad gained tbtsbore.l wcnt, with Sir Ralph Abercrombie, that 1 might 
uperinteDd the Janding of the Test j and with tho aid of the different 
capt.aina. who appeucd. aaimatod but with ODe mind, Iihe wbolC were 



-d.isembatked with as great reguJarity .. fOJsible. The ardour and clo­
noul intrepidity which the troopl di.played soon drove the enemy from 
the near~rt &nd.-HiIIs, and the pretence of Sir Ralph Abtrctombie him~ 
self. whOle appearance gave confidence to .n, lecuted to w., after .. long 
and very WanD. contest, the ,poucssian of :the whole neck of land between 
Kiek Down and the road leading to Alkmaar, and near to the village of 
Canants--Oge. 

Late last night the Helder Point was evacuated by the enemy, and 
taken possession of by our troops quietly in the Ql.<tming.-as were the 
men of war named in the inclosed list, and many large transports and 
Intliamcn by us the next day. I dispatc'hed captain Oogbton, my oWn 
captain, to the Helder Point last evening, to bring ofF the pilots ; ana 
he has returned with enough to take in all the ships neeenary to re· 
dueing the remaining force of tbe Dutch fleet, whieh I am determined to 
follow, to the wells of Amsterdam. until they fiurrender or capitulate for 
his serene highness -the prince of Orange's service. 

I must OOW, my lord. acknowledge, in the warmed manner, the high 
degree of obligation I am under to your lordship, for the liberal manner 
in which you continued to entrust to my directions the service I bave 
had the honour to execute under your immediate eye.; a behi\viour which 
added to my wish to do aU in my power to forward the views of Sir 
Rolph J\obclcrombie. 

It is impossible for me sufficiently to expreS5 my admiration of the 
bravery and .conduct of the gener~l and tho whole army, or che uD8ni~ 
roity with which t)ur whole .operations were carried en; the army and 
uavy on this occasion havjng {to use. seamaD's p1arase) pulled .heartily 
together. 

Where the exertions of aU you .did. m.e the ·boooWl' to put under my 
orders have been iO great, 1t -i. almott.impouible.to paJticularisc: .any; 
but captain ·Oupton.b. bad 50 much to do, from the 6rst embarking 
of u.e troop. to ""e p~nt moment. aDd 1w &hown. himself 10 strenuous 
in bis exertiens for the aood of ~,expe~n, .. WClU.1Il "VIM JD.~«DUch 
assistance from ~ edvi!;e OIl every QCCNion,.t I unnot but meDtion 
him in the highest 1IWUl01' to your Jordship, and at the u.me t~ .... 
press my 'Wish that your lordship wiD auffer him to accompany whoever 
may bear your di.patcbe.1o EogI",d, .. Ilhink the local ~ he 
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has gained may bchighly useful to be communicated to their lonhhip' 
of the Admiralty. 

The manner in which the captains, officers , and sc.::\ln~n. lamll'd from 
·the fleet. behaved, while getting the cannon and amlllulliti,lIl <l long til 

the army, requires my pa rticular thanks; and hac let me illd!lJc In ,! 
special manner th e Russia n d etachment of boats, from \"hos,' aid :md 
most orderly behaviour the service was much beJl~'filt'J indeed. 

I am also much indd)l cd Itl captain IlopC' I~) r tilt! c/("ar 1ll:mnrr in 
which h" communicat('d to me your I ,Jrl.bhi p' ~ i(h'as at ,.I I tim ,·", whell 
sent to me by your )ord..,hip (()f that purpo ... ~·, :IS \'v~'r)' lhin~ w:,~ hCIh-r 
'tI nd crstood from SUdl explanation than Ilk'Y l'OilM o thlTW :.\\' Ila~ l' b t't ' ll 

by kttcr .. 
Jt is impossible f' lr 1lI{' to furnish your.lord$h ip at pr~scllt with ;my li~t 

of th~ killed, wounded, or missing Sl.'aml'n, or of thos,' th at W,·T.c untilr­

tunately drowned on thc beath in landing tit.: tronil~, havi n;:; a;; yet uo 
return made me; but I ,un very sorry 10 say that 1 was mysel f witlwl>~ tn 
,~e v~'ral boats over~l'tting in the surf, in which I fear sCI'l'ral !in,"s w ,'n' 
lo~t . 

J hal e the honour 10 lw, &c . 
A. ~IlTCIIEI .. 

A 1.i~·1 f!! ]/1'1/ of Irar, &:c. 'uk~1I Possrs.ri~1l f!f in 'lte Nielwe Dicp. 

Brocdt:rschap (guard.ship), of 
Veswagting -
Iiddin 
V ~IlU$ 

54 Dalk 
6+ Minerva 
sz }Jector .. 

And about IS lndiamen and transports. 

ADMlI.ALTY-OFJlICP., SEPT. 3. 

.. 

Lieutenant Collier, of his majesty's ship Isis, arrived this day with 
dispatches from vice-admiral Mitchel to Evan Ncpcan, esq. secretary 
<1f the Admiralty, of which the fonowing are copies; 

Isis, alanchor at lhe Red Buoy, neaT lhe Vlicll"r, 
SIP-, Augult so, Two P. M. 

I Rll'll!; the very great satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information 
p 



106 

of my lords commissioners of the Admiralty, that the whole of the D utch 
fleet near the Vl ie ter surrrndered 10 the squadron under my command 
without firing a gun, agreeable to a summons I ~('nt this m'lming. The 
Dutch squadron was to be held for the orders of his serene highness the 
prince of Orange, and the orders I may receive from the lords commis­
~ioncrs of the Admiralty for my farther proceedings. 

SIR, 

J have Ih(" honour to be, Sir, &c. 

A. MITCHEL. 

his, at anchor at tlil.'" Red Buoy. near the Vli<:ter, 
Aug. 13, 179\,1 . 

IT blowing strong (rnm the south-west. and also the Rood tide, I t.:ould 
not send away my ~horll{'tteroflal>t night;-I therefore have, in add ition, 
10 rt"quest you will lay before the lords commissioners of tbe Admiralty, 
that on the morning of yeste rday I got the squadron under weigh at five 
(I'dock, and immediatdy formed the line of baltle, and to prepare for 
b'lItle. 

In running in , two of the line of battle ships, Rati~vaw and America, 
Mal the L a!or.a frigate, took the ground. We p::ml'd th e He lder Point 
;,n.\ Mars Hi.·p, and ("C·ntinued our course along the T exel, in the chan-
11(>1 lh'lt kad~ 10 the Vlictcr. the Dutch squadron laying at anchor ill a 
lil \c allh ... Red Buoy in Ihe cast-~outh-ear.t course. 

The L:ltona fr i::;atc got olT and joined m~; but as the two line of battle 
~hips did OI,t, I do~ed the line. About hal (past len I sent captain R cn­
I.ie of the Vidor ~\j : h;l sUlllmons to the Dul< h admiral, as it was lord 
Hllflcau's wbh that ll;hould do!lO; and in her way she picked up a flag 
(, f Imee, wilh two DUh:h captains from the Dutch admiral to me. Captain 
Rennie very properly brought them 011 hoard, ami, from a cOllversation of 
a few minutes, I was induced to anchor in a line, a short distance from 
the Dutch squaJron. nt their earnest request. They returned with my 
posltn'e orcer~ not to alter the position of the ships, nor do any thing 
\\ hatsocver tu them, and ill aile hour to submit, or take tbe conse­
qt~ ('nCl·s. 

1n lets than the time they returned with a verbal answer. that tht"y 
Ioubmilted according to the lwum,ons. :iUld shoukl I;ollsider themselves 
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(Ihe officers) on parole, until I heard fnlm the lonls commls":ioners of the 
Admiralty. and the prince of Orange, for my farther proceeding", 

I have now the honour to inclose you hcrewilh thl..' lim- ()( battle in 

whkh the squadron advanced, a cOPf uf my :;umlllOlls to Ihe Dutch at!­
miral, and also a list of the Dutch fh.-ct. 

Admiral Story's flag: is down, ami I have sent an ollie{'f on houd (';I(h 

of his ships to have an eye over, and the charge of them , as 1I1I'Y th l ' l lI > 

selves requested that it should be IiO. 

I have also furnished them with the Ilrinc(' ofOran~,"" ~talldard. ma ll) 

of them nol having had it befon", amI th e}' an:: now illl umkr tllI'W 

coiou rs. 
To maintain quiet among their crI.'W~. I is:.ucu a slt 'lrl malH f.:~ t o , uf 

"hich I also inclose a copy herewith. 
The animated exertions and conduct of th..: whoh- squadron art' far 

above any praise J can bestow on thcm; hut I sh :11l cver f.;:ci mo~t St'IL 

sihly impressl":d on my heart thl: ir spirited conduct durin:.; tl)<' wimk (If 
1his business. \Ve have all fdt Ill!' same z!'al for thl! hnnl1Ur of nur smc­

rcign and our country; and although the conel\l~ion has not tllfl)t'd ou t 
as we expectl":d. yet th e merit I mOly say, in some me<l~tln:, is ~till 1101 tlw 
1ess due to my squadron; and if I had brought them to action, 1 tru ~ \ it 
would have added another Jaurd to tile navy of England in this pres\'nl 
war. The Dutch were astonished and thuuder-struck at the appro;wh 
of our squadron; never believing it !lOll.sible that we could so !>oon h ave 

laid down thl": buoys, and led down to them in line ofhatth.', in a ('hannd 

where they thl":mselves go through but with one ur two ships at a tinH'. 
I have sent Jieutenant Collier with these disp<ltches, who will ;.;i\"(· 

tbeir lordships every information, as he has been cllljJloyed in the ,','hol l ' 

-of the communication with the Dutch squadron, and was also on ~horc 
with me, as my aide-du-camp, on the day of landing. 

I have the honour to be, &.c. 
A. MITCHEL. 

P. S. Since writing the above, [ received the Duteh admiral's answer 
in writing, whjch I inclose herewith. 

[Then follows the line of battle.] 
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