
I bave long wished that somebody more capahle thin myself, 1I'0uld have: undertllken 
the ta&k of corrttring these nllst:akes. However, &$ no abler advocate h,:1S yet II:ppeared, 
and as the Colonel has 5LnCe, In II reply to General Bremer, called upon the officers of 
the 29th to confirm or deny the General's statement, whcreln he affi rms that, he with only 
two compame<i brokc the 29th Regiment, I ~hall hy ~IIl1Jlly ~t a tlllg mattCr~ o( fact, Il'i they 
occurred, ende:1\'Our to ~ho\\ that ooth are mu;taken, 

I may add that, however madequate to the task, I am entitled to do thiS wIthout 
muc.h presumptIOn, havmg had the honour and good (ortune to <;ervt 10 Ihat gal1ant corp'! 
during the whole penod of their service ID the Pemnsula 

I h:l.\'e the honour to remaID, 

Sfr, 

YOur ObedIent Servant, 

AN O.~ICFR 'AT. {H IH~ 29TLl RH n.nNT " 

"Cork. 21~t August, 1830" 

Colonel Napier states, "that the 29th and 9th Regmlcnt .. forted the IwO '!tmnges! 
passes ;" 

.. That the 29th Regiment alrlv ... -d first In dl'iorder at the 101' ," 

"That ere they could (arm, :1 Fren ... h battalion I)mke through Ihe mld <;1 of them, ,J;tymg 
the Colonel and many other", and makmg onc major and 50 or 60 mcn pnsoners" 

I fl atter my'lclf that I shall ~:ltI5(l\c I Orll)' prove, hy thc (ollo't\ In~ extrart (rom :I. 

journal kept :l.l the time, that the Culonel has lteen nmm(ormed 't\ hen he make'i the above 
assertion. 

In Colonel Leslie's Journ!l. l u c the follOWing p.'lr:tcraph~ relating the lJlI.I:t~e o( 
Iilol~ ;-

"To show that the regiment was not In dIsorder when wc a.rrlvcd at the top. I may 
staJe that after cleanng the wood where we had reformed, and were advancmg In column ~ 
sectiOns, a ball knocked off the steel o( Il 'Icrjeant's htllbert, who W:!.lf leadmg the lM)Ction 
in (ront o( me, whlCb came fl ying bau..warUs and slruek MOllor Way, wbo; be .. cUt: 
moutlted, Will wa1ktng alongsIde. Soon aftenrardlt when we were (ormtnl'linr. , uYf'" 
iWord broken by a ba~ whillt In the act o( wavtng It and cheering tbe IileIL ~ .. . , 



.utaken prisoner, a~ before related, Generall.a.horrle gave hIm penmulOn to ret:lln the 

tult ~f his sword, In wlm.h 3. part of the blade was ~uJl rem:llnmg, howtvcr, the escort 
(who behaved \-ery brutally to him) afterw:trds made 111m throw It allay 

We afterward~ unde~tood that It v.:1~ nol mtended the 29th ~houltl havL '>0 soun 
attacked the strong Jla~~, nor pt..nctrJ.tc ~o f.LT a~ v.c dId, hut \lLTC mcrd} m the fir,t 

Instance to have Otcuplcd the vI\i:l.ge of Co\umbelra, and mak(' a dClJlonstratLon on the 

enemy's centre, wbllst (;eneral fergu~on on the left, and General H ill on Ihe nght, ~hol1ld 
attack and turn hl'i flan\..~ 11)' some LlmlakL, hOIHvn, tiL .. order \I.t~ mhunderstood, and 

our gallant Colonel pushed on " 

This arcount of the battle of RollI"a, the corre('lne~~ of which can be estabh~hed by 

the testimony of 'ieveral officers, I deem ~urnClcnt to provc-

That the 91h RegIment dId not foreL a ~ep:l.fate Il:lS'i , 

II That th<.. Z9th Reg-lIllent dId nol arT!\C In dl<;()rder at Ihe top, and 

Ill. Th:1t the hendl dul nOI brL1k through the Lll1lht of tht.. nglll1enl. ~l:t.)lIlg 

the Colonel and makmg ~l \t)' J1rl~oner~, as W:l~ a~~erted b} Colond N.lplt::r 
In IH~ "lhstorJ of Ihe I'(.nlnsuiar War ,. 

With regard to Genera! BrCLHu\ a~seltlOn, that he, WIth only t\lO rompaOles, broke 
the 29th Reglmcnt, I havc to Ob<;CfVl that II lila} no doubt be lIue that he sent twO com 

pa01es from hl~ o\\n left, hut It ought:lt the same tllne 10 have been '>tated Ih:lt tho~e 

companies could only ha\'e ('ome m !'UllpOrt !,If troop~ ahead} defendmg the debouch of 

the pass, and that nClther thLy, nor Oth~h brole through the centre of the regIment , 

because at the time ~tatcd It IS ~utfi(llntlJ pro\cd thnt there were not formed more th,tn 

tbe remams of three or four "'cal eompame~, Tldut..cd by tht urcadful firt.. they haJ been 
exposed to, ~o that he would have hnd 110 great adl1evcment to bO:lst of, t'\'cn If corn:ll 
While we were engaged 10 tim desperate ClllltllCt, the enemy's bal\<; \\ hleh jXls;,ed through 

ourranlts or over our heads, fdl a1\lOng~1 the 9th Regmlent, WhlCtT \\as mO\lng up 10 our 

rear to $Upport us. '1 hey, not hem;:: aware th:lt we were so l1lumdlate1y III theIr front, 

becauee tbe wood concealed u~ from thClr ~l\!W, some of thCIT leading compames opened 
~ fire llpon us, nor could thlS he ~topped until they had oc('a~loned ~CT10US casualtIes 

.. QUI' ranJu. They, howc\er, soon llfteillard .. rtI'>hed up, :lnd formed upon our left We 

.n ~ boldly 'On, The enemy g.ne WJ,y at all POlllt<; They agam attempted 10 make 

' ,..~:'*- ZambUJeIlL We contmued to pursue them, but as our (iwalry \las not up to 

~~ ~it, we " .. ere at last ordcled to halt, ,10<1 the enemy COlltmue<.l thelT retreat 
,_ .... *""'tD Torru Ved:as. We toule. up a good ~)('1"'ltLOn" 
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tlO9 In consequence of the failure of Sir John Moore's expedition, it 
was now suggested to secure Cadiz, as a flolture bd!>e of operations. 

The 29th Regiment, having received draft .. from Engl.lfid, and 
most of its wounded having returned to duty, on the 27th of j einuary. 
1809, it was reviewed by the commander~in ~ch i ef, Lleut -Generdl Sir 
John Cradock, in the Rocio Squdre. whe-n he gave it hi'> mnst unqud.lified 
prdise, .ind two d'lyS titer, it received order .. to Iw in re.ldmc ..... to 

embark at d. moment'::. notice. The forLe de ... tlned for till' • .,erVlCC, 

consi'itcd of the 2nt! odtt.llion 9th, the 27th .\nd ::!9th rcgim<'nt'>, .lOU .l 

brigade of artillery, the whole under Gencr,d M.lcl...enllc It (,m u..trke-tl 

at 8 a.m. on the 31 ::. t m'>tdnt, and ,lrrlved off CHli7 on the 5th of 

F ebruary, but not being pt'rll1ltted to land , the troop ... rem,tlned on board 

the tran!:>port !> in the harbour till tht' 6th of M.lr<.h. when the wnvoy 

sailed for the T agus, where dfter a .,tormy pa ..... ,lge. It .-lnchllrtJ on the 
12th. The followmg d,t)' the 29th I,Uldcd, ,1lH.I thl..· men Vtue tlllMtt' red 

in a convent. the officer .. If] billet.,. 

The sudden r~call of General M,ld,,('Il/le'., e>"\H.:til t10n W,l'" now 

ascertained to be due to :\1d.r .. h,1l ~oult ha ving (ntcrcd POrtllg-,t\ ,md 

taken possessIon of Oporto. 

Furthe r rt'inforcen1t'nt<; h,wing arrived (rom Engl.l1ld. ,md M,lr ... h,ll 
Bc re!:>ford hdvmg collected th (' bulk of th l' Portugl1t<.,c l( glliM troop!:> 

between the T,lgU'" .1Od the Mondt'go, C r,ld(Jck re ... o]vu\ to ,ltiV.lI1CC 

against Soult. 

On the 18th , the .lrmy took up c.llltomnt'nt<; III the villages of 

Loires and Lumear, the 29th bclllg <1t the fonn er on tht" I <; t of April. 

On the 8th, the advance W,-lS commenced. <tncl the regiment marched 

to Bucellas. Leaving there" on the I J th, it .trnved at Leira, where 

the different corp'> of the army conccntrdted on the 22nd, the same 

day on which Sir Arthur Welle .. ley landcu at Ll'>bon to take over the, 

supreme command. On the 29th in'>tant, the regiment marched to 

Pombal, on the 30th to Condcixa. dod 011 \hc I st May to Coimbra. 
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On the occac; ion of the cnmmandf't-in-chief., a rriv,d then' OI l the 3rd. 1809 
the 29th Grenadiers had the honour of being selected to form the 
guard of honour to tec('ivt, him It \x:ing ,l'>cnt,uncd th.tt thf" fOnt-my\ 
advance guard h ... d hel'JI jJu,>hed fotw,tnl, ,Inc! .... ,\'> {\\() or thrt,(, d,I)'; 

march from Oporto, the outpO!>h <.ind inl} ing lllcquet<, of tht· dl J. es 

were strengthened. 

On the 4th, the t('giment was pl.lc,'d in Brigad il!r-Genc r,tJ R 
Stewart',> brig,IJc, in which were tht' 16th Portugw: .. ·..,c ,mel the I<,t 

provic;ional batt,tiion of dt'Lt<..hnwnt<, \Vhen, 1\\0 del)'" ldt('r. Sir 

Arthur rcvicwC'd thl' ,dli('d ,trln)' in th(' CIIl1l'o (k Mo nd('g.i), it i.., .:; tated 

that, with the c)'c('ptioll of the Gu,m\." till: 2f')th Foot. ,mel til<' Ct'rnhln'>, 
mo'>t of tht' ,>oIdin,> were very) oung 

It Wd.'" now decidt:d to ,1c.lV<1nCe tow<lnl.., Oporto, III two column<" 
one marching by Adi!:{<l on the VOUg,l. the other h} the Bay ()f A \(;i ro, 
to Ovar. The ,1lh ~lIlCt gu<ml of the fir~t - nH':: Iltion< 'd columll (con­
si<;ting of tht:! King\, (;l'rm,L11 Lt'gioIl, Brig,luler-Ccncr,d R St("~,lrt'" 

brigade, with ct h,ltlt'r) of 6-puullcltr,>, .md one o f 3-poundcr..,) under 
Lieut.-Gelwr,tl P<lgd, nMrcht'd [rom Coirnhr.l to M,lngnfor.v on the 

7th, and the fo!lo\\ing d' l) to Mllre..,k,l, d ..,m,dl villtl!:{t' on th" left 
bank of the VOUg.l, H 'l\lng n .. llMin('d In,\ctiv<' the \\hole of the 9th, 
the troop" wen:' rou<,(,d ,1lJOt!t lll!(.Inight .mel orderu\ to gt't under arm.., 
with d.S little noi<,c .1'> po~~i blc, .Ind t() lllcLr(.h lmnwLii,ltcl) with the vit'w 

of surprising the enelllY'!:. .ld V,lI1('(' g ll,ml, \\hlch \\,1'" at Olivelr<l. On 
account of the intcn<,(' c\,lrkne"..,. the ,trtdkr) mi..,..,{,d tht' Wdy. ,md it 
was found n('cc<;<,ary to h,lil th" column It W.L<; neolr d,lybrt',lk of the 
10th before the march W , IS n'~umed, ,tnd on re<lching Alberg<lri,l NOVd, 

it was discovered tholt the enemy h,ld retired but <in hour lx!fore The 
tight troops were at once pu<,hcd forw.mL -;ome <,kirmi..,hing e n<,ued, 

in which the 29th Foot h,ld 
J Rank and FIle wounded, 

'anq 'the Fnmch were driven through Olivcir,l. That evening the out­

posts .4 placed close up to the enemy, th/' <;f'tltries being within half 
X 
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.j1OD musket shot of each other. When at daybreak of the 11th, it was 
ascertained that the enemy had retired, a pursuit was immediately com­
menced, and their advance guard, consisting of 4000 infantry and some 
squadrons of cavalry, with its front covered by wood .. fmd broken 
ground, was discovered htrongly po~ted on th(;' heights .luove Grijo. 
Two companies of the 29th were then thrown Hlto a wood on the right 
side of the road, to clear it, and at the same time to .let 'l.~ <l ftdllking 
party to the advanced troop'). The .. e comp,tnic'>, on being relieved by 
the riflemen of the K.G. L. , rejoined their regiment, which had hdltcd 
on a height immedi<ltdy oppo.., ite the enemy. LUll' WN'> then formed, 
the cavalry and artillery on the nght, the 29th in the centft', .md the 16th 
Portuguese on th l! it'ft. The riflemen of the 95th and th(' l'i,lItk com ~ 

panies of the 29th, 43rd . . md 52nd regimen!'>, under comm.Uld of M'ljor 
Way of the 29th, then advdnced ag.lin'it the ('Iwm)" '., cent re, dnd !;.O.m 
became warmly engdged. Whil..,t th! ... W,{<, tdkmg "tIn'. the rem. tinder I)f 
the brigade Wd<; ordered to li(' down Sir Arthur V·/die ... le)" dnd hi~ 

staff were immediately in rear of the colour ... of the 19th. dnd a .. th(' 
skirmishing in front continued with grcclt nl>'tti!1dc)" Si r Arthur WdS 

heard to say, ,. If they don't move ~oon. I mu<;t let the old 29th loose 
upon them 1" On the enerny'~ left flank heing turned by d wcJl ~ 

executed movement of Major~Gener<li Murray .... with the K.C.L., and 
their right threatened by the 16th Portuguc~c n:g!lnent. they g.wc 
way. After moving through tht' village, the 29th Foot halted in the 
French bivouac, and be(.ame indebted to their fots for ... hel ter and food. 
for slaughtered cattle had been left lying about. 

In the action fought on the I nh of May, 1809, on the heights of 
Grijo and Calvahos, the casualties in the regiment were :-

K,lIetl-2 Rank and FIle 
WO"Jl1ud-6 " 

Sir Arthur W dlesley, in his despatch to Viscount Casdereagh 
anent the fight at Grijo, wrote. "I have also to request your Lordship's 
attention to the conduct of the riflemen, and flank companies of the 
29th, 43rd• and 5200 Regiment$ under command of Major Way. ~ 
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The following morning, the regiment pu .. hed on with great t"xpedi- 1809 
tion to Villa Nova, a ,>uhurh of Oporto, o;ituated on the left han k o f the 
DOUTO. H ere it h,t1ted in tilt' '>(('Cp l1,lrnl W .. tl ('e( .... in (olumn i,f 
sections well c\o,>ed up \Von1 h,wing becn p,I<,'>ed from th t.. n',lf, to 

open out right and left, to let the Gu.ml ... p..l ...... , it i ... n.:tlled th'lt the 29th, 
wishing to remain at the he.HI o f tht· column. !M ...... <.:d h.lcl.. \\-onl th.ll it 
was impossible to do ... n, 

In the mc,tn t i!l1(" thret' comp;.l1lif· ... o f tht " Buff ... " h,H1 cro ...... ed the 

river hig her lip .• Ull! occllpi1 'd th (· CUllVt'nt of ~t Angu';.tino del Serr,l. 

and on Gcner,d M urr,l~ .. hcn .... ing him ... df on till' ( '111 01) '", !rft. ~oult 
commenced to retire from Oportn, Tht, French h'lV11l~ collec ted ,111 

the boats to thei r ... ide of the rin: r. tlpp.tn-'ntly con .... l<ien:ci them '>0 

'iccure as to make it urHwce ........ ,lry to pl,lct' a <.,ufficil'nt gu,lrd ov('r. or to 

destroy, them T hi .... Ix ing ol)'>( . .:n t'd. it W,t'> immedi,ttcl) t,lken ,ldv.lIl­

tage of. Sign .. wt'r{' md(i<' to tilt' lIlh,luit,U1 t '>. \.I, ho. ,1\ ,ullllg thcm'>l'lv(',> 

of the confu,>ion in tilt' E·n t'rny· .... ,ml1) . in'>t~mtl) brought o\'cr '>evcr,tl 

boats. into v.hich til(' 29th jumped, and pu .... h ing ,lern,>,>. ,>uc(el'dcd in 
gain ing the oppo,>itl' .... 11Or(' "ith but '>light C) l lp() .... rtJOll II ,I\'illg Llnded 
a nd fornl{'d, tll(' regiment .tt oncc' moved IIp till;' m,lin '>trePt . •. Ind the 

Grenad ier<; o pened fl it· nil thl: rl'tn,ltlllg ('Jwm),. T~ll''' HuH .... " now 

dashed into the tuv.n, ..tnd rut off ,I Lauery of light ,(rtil ler), which 
becoming wedged in between th'lt rt 'g iJlwl1t ,mtl the 2<)t h. r('Cl·j\ td till' 
fire of both, and wa<; c.lpuJrt·d. Thl' 29th thcll elm\'(.' thl' enemy from 

a rocky height and contin ued pur .... uing them vcr} cin'>ei), but whf'n on 
the point of cha rging them. ,( :.t,tff offin' r rode up to thl' hpad of th(· 

regiment, and placing hi s horse' cl.cross the rO'lei. '>,lid to tlw Lomm.Ulding 
officer, "Sir, I order you to hollt. to let the c,l\'di r) pd .... '> (0 dw front I" 

This. as may be conceived. W,I'> vcry di'>dppointing to the llH'11 The 
cavaJry having cierlrcd the front , the 29th continued W ,l(iVdIlCe, until 

~ ey Sir Arthur in person, to form line along a Wctll on the edge 

rJ . ' wood to the left of the road , and not to movt.' without hi'> own 

~jj«4m. Ha.ving remained in thi!:o position till about 7 p.m" 



1809 the regiment marched back to 0rorta, where a street was given up to 
it, and the officers were allowed to choose the best house,> they could 
find. 

EXTRACT FROM TIIl' GENU'AI. ORDEl-( l'U IH.I"lHH W ITH In.GAR!) 

TO TlIl!'> ACTION, 

"Oporto, 12 May, 1809, 

.. The timely passage of the Douro, and ,>ubequent movement on 
the enemy's flank by Lieut.-General Sherhrook with the brigade of 
Guards and 29th Regiment ; and the bravery of the two ,>quadrnns of 
the J4th Light Dragoons. under comm,lOd of M.tjor Hervey and led 
by Brig'lT General the Honhk C. Stewart. obt&tintd the victory which ha'> 
contributed so much to the honour of the troop~ on this d,ty," 

I have not been <lble tn trace ,Ul)' r(,g imental li<,t of the killed 

and wounded in thi~ <\clion, but the 29th Rt·ginwnt.tl P,l), Li<;t'i and 
Muster Roll ,> do not return any of the men ,l~ killed, 

The Jollowiug anecdote was related by D,'. GuthJ7:e;-

"The POTtuglle"C boatmen having procured mOTe boats. feTried 

me over. with my horse, The .u&trm was perfecl, for the ('nemy. who 
appear not to have SU'i)Jccted ~uch a surpri.,e. fled in all directions, 
leaving hor;e'i. Illule .. , and baggage all in the greate'il confu'iion; every 
one took to his horse or his heels, and no one thought he could leave 
Oporto fast enough, 

" The inhabitants seemed afraid to touch anything themselves, but 
called out to us to seize every horse and baggage mule we saw as being 
French, Being the only mounted officer, I could ride about and take 
my choice of lots of loaded horses and mules. I t wac; not yet con­

sidered officer-like to deal in baggage, and so I occupied my time 
looking for some riding-horses, until I lost the British, and was over· 

taken by Sir J. Milley Doyle at the head of the 16th Portuguese. also 
looking for them. I offered to show him the way, as they were on~ly a 
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little before us, and placed myself by his side <1.t the head of hi", regiment. 1809 
On tl;nning a corner J showed him the 29th Grenadiers drawn 
up in line on the rising ground at the end of the road. They soon 
perceived us, and after a minute or two I saw Sir J. Sherbrookc himsel f 
face the Grenadier company towards us, and to my <L.<;tonishment they 
very quie tly . made ready' as if on parade. 

"Sir John and the Portuguese called out it \ .... as all over with them, 
and I thought so myself, for, knowing th(· old Gn~nadi(:rs vcry well, I 
took it for grall tetl we were as gnod as dead. \ ,VI;! were tOO far off to 
be heard in time. yl't dose enough to bo..: shot. amI it W;L" quite plain they 
took us for French. I b(·thoughl m(~ I had a red rouo(\ j;lckcl nil, 
under my blue undrc';s CO<lt. and as little time W<I'> to be lost, I stood 
up in my stirrlll'~ and IJpe ned the blue coat as wide <L'i pos~ihle, so that 
none of the red one ~holllJ bc lost. The Grenadiers at lhi'S moment 
came to the' present;' I thought we wcrc gone: when in an instant I 
saw them irregularly ehanging to the 'rccoH.: r :' they knew me, and 
called out 'the doctor ;ulLI tht~ Portuguese.' I never was ~o delighted 
in my life, and galloped up to them forthwith . 

.. Sir J. Sherhruoke salutnl 111 e with, 'By Gou, Sir, if you had not 
shown that red jacket. I would h,lvc sent you all ill a second more to 

the devil!' r knew Sir John very well. ,l lld said I hl)jlcd at all e\'ents 
he would have sent us elsewhere. but he would 11l)t hear of it. 'No, 
sir,' said he, . 1 would h,we sent you all to the devil: you should have 
gone there and nowhere else!' and as it was well known that Sir John 
would always do what he said as far ;L..., de))(~nded on him. there was 
nothing to be done but submit. From that day the PortlJguC'-;l' never 
went into action, that I saw, without a white band round th(~ left arm . 

.. Shortly after this I accompanied the light troop" to the front. and 
had a little skirmish with the French runaways, who were making their 
escape from the end of every street. Some of them brought up a gun, 
but on seeing us, and also that the road was occupied, as it turned in 
front of us, dismounted and left th(" gun with the four mules that drew 
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l880 it. These I seized, but what to do with a gun and four mules I did not 
know, more particularly after my failure in horse-stealing; so I settled 

. the matter by taking po%t"ssion of the best mule, which I carried off, 
and it served me very faithfully through the Taldvcra campaign." 

Owing to the fclp,id advance made by the army during the 
last few ddYS, and the difficulty of getting the necc!,Mry supplies 
acrus!> the river, Stewdrt'!. brigade remained <it Oporto till the 
15th, when it followed the direction taken by the French in 
their retreat, and marched to Villd. NOVd de Famelicdo. Braga was 
reacht'd the following day. On the 17th, it Wd,S ~certdineJ that Soult, 
having dc<;troyell his artillery dod stores, h,\d cscdpcd .\cro~" the 
frontier, breaking down all bridges with a view of retarding the pursuit. 
Sir A. Vvcllesley therefore came to the conclu.!:.ioll that to pur.!:.ue any 
further with hiS whole forct', "",ould be hd.rdssing the men for very little 
purpose. Stewart's brigade wa .. therefore immedlatdy countermarched, 
and moved into cantonment.!:. dt Povo de Lanho~o. On hed.ring that 
Marshal Victor had tdken Alcantara, and was threatening to enter 
Portugal by WclY of C.Lstello Br.iOeo, the rt:gimen t left its cantonment, 
dod on the nod, returned to Oporto, where the army had re-as.!:.embled. 
It will l1(\t be necessary to record the daily marches now made by 
tht' troops, but sufficient to .!> tate that, 011 the 24th, StCWd.rt's brigdde 
re-pa..!> .. ed the Douro, .lnd .!:.uu.!>t..'quemly marched to Ovar, where it 
embarked on boclrd some boat!>, and proceeding down the VOUgd, 
reached Avciro e.lriy on the morning of the 28th. On the 1St of June 
the 29th was <1t Coimbr<l., ilnd on the 8th at Abrantes. Whilst here, it 
wee. a.!>cerwillcJ that Mar5.haJ Victor, on hearing of Soult's defeat. had 
retired to Tald.vera de Ja Reyna, and that a Spanish army, under 
General Cuesta, was on tho:! Tagus wdtching the French. Sir A. 
Wellesley, having determined to march into Spain and attack the 
enemy, now commenced to concentrate his troops, and on the 12th 
Stewart's brigade crossed to the left ba.rIl and took up,a, poaitioA 
about a league from it. On the 18th, th~ brigades of Maj"'~ 
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Hilt and Brigadier~Gener<ll Stewart ", c rt.: ordered to fOTm the 2nd 1809 
division. On the 9th of July, thi<; divi ... ion rc.lchcd Plasencia. Bya 
Return, dated Pla ... cnci.l t1w 15th of J litH', Stewart'.; brig,lde wa<; com­

posed of lhe I <,t lMtt<llion of dt't..lchmcnt!>, T ... t b<lttcliion 48th, .md the 

29th regiment.;;, the <.,trength of the tmer heing I lieut.-colonel. I major, 

6 capt,lin'>, 14 iiclItt.:n,Ul t<" 5 cn"ign'>, 6 <,t,lff 36 '>crjt',mt'>, '5 drummerc;, 

600 r.\Ilk .111d fil l', pre..cllt ,U1d fit for duty A hospit<d depot having 
been c'>t.1Lli"h('l! hen', llndC'T tht:' CI)n1tn<LIld of C.1pt,lin Pati">on.'" of the 
29th, the regiment m,m Ilt'd on the 16th for T.1lavcra, where on 
an:iving on tht.· 2 '<.,1, it hivoU.1Ckf .. d in the olive grow,> to the left of that 

town On th(' :2211<1. the encm}'" .1dv,lIlced corp'> were driven in nn to 

their n\.lin !Jody. \\ hi ch occupi('d .1 pO'>!lion .lbout two le.lgul''' di!>t.tnt, 

on the other "id .... (If tilt" .\Iherchc. \Vh<..ll. c.lrl), on the morning of the 

24th. the twop" ,lth',LIIced tf) .ttt,lck the enemy. it wac; di!>covered 

thtlt l\l.lr ... h,tl YicLOr ilcld f,dlL'n h,lCk to meet Joseph Buon.lparte, who, 

with reinforu:metlt .... \\.l'" IM ... tening to his !>upport. Sir A. Wellesley 
th{-'rcfof(A h,dtu! hi" troop", Imt CUt.:<;l.l. becoming full of fight, dashed 
forw.1rd in 1'1Ir"lI it Nothing \\ ,1<; hedrcl of the Sp,mi,>h ,trm) till the 

morning of rhe 26th, when the report of ,miller), ,ulIluunced it!> return, 

and it Wd<; found th,lt Cue'>t,l iMd su.!>t.lin(·d .l seve re check. 

Th.J.t night ,md the following morning. the Sp,mi.lrds continued to 

pass to the fe.lr in full retre.lt , fir'>t frbm 4000 to Sooo fun,lWdY.!>, then the 

baggage, cuttle, ... ick, wounel("d, &c , .t11 in terrible ct)nfu~ion. t A heavy 
cannonade, <l.ud flre of musketry, ,ulOoullced the ftlpid ddv<l.Oce of the 

French, and all this confll"'o..;cl mas!> had to be got out of the Wdy. and 

line formed in a very short space of time. The po,>ition now taken up 

.. Was m:tde prisoner on the 31st July, 1809, when Marshal Mortier, With the 5th 
Corps. entered the to ..... n. 

t 1 am mdebted to Colonel Alexander ~ Leith Hay, CB, for the use of 3 letter 
wntteG,lrom La Pucbi:l de la C~~ade, September 19th, 1809, by Lleul Leith Hay, of 

r W 19th Foot., to bis uncle, General Sir Jas. Leith, G C.B., describing the part talc.en by 
~~""'"J'I.l"_., 
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1809 by the allies, was about half~a-mile in front of Talavera. Their right 
rested on the Tagus, at a short distance from, and parallel to which, 
ran the main road to Md.drid. To command this road, and the space 
between it and the river, some field works had been thrown up, and a 
battery of Spanish artillery pld.ced in position; from this, and for a 
mile towards the left, thl! country was levd. but on account of the olive 
groves, and vinc)'ard~, clnd of its being inter.!>ected by thick t'arthen walls, 
it was ea:.y to deft:ml. Here the Spaniclru~ were po!)ted. The British 
right Aank rested on a knoll just c1e<tT of the'>e cnclo!,urcs, .1Ild the 
ground which now occeune perfectly open, ro!.c grJ.<..\ud.lIy until it rc,lched 
the summit of <.1 hill vll the left, which fonm ... d the key of the po .... ition. 
Beyond thi., hill Wa,:> d valley, on the other side of which, the country 
being broken, rocky, d.nd mountJ.inou .. , WdS therdore impractic.tble for 
troops. The bed of d dried~up !l.tream ran .tlong the whole front of the 
position. 

The Spanish army having taken up it~ po ... ition on the ground until 
then occupied by General Hill's divi!l.ion , between 4 dnd 5 p.m. Stewart's 
brigade received order.., to move to its left, and when pJ.s~ing between 
the lines of the allies WdS greeted by the valiant eric.., of .. RompeL to!:> 
Francese~!" On getting clear of the enclo!l.ure!l., and gaining the lower 
slope of the hill on the left, the brig.lde (which had bt'cn marching left 
io front, the 48th Regiment led.diog) wa!:> halted and drawn up in rear 
of the from line. Vlhilst in this po!>ition, the regiment becoming 
exposed to a continued fire of shot and shell directed again!:>t portions 
of the advance guard which was now falling bdCk, the men were 
ordered to lie down. As evening approached, the firing ceased, and all 
seemed quiet. Marshdl Viaor, perceiving that the eminence on the left 
was the key of the position of the allies, and that Donkin's brigade, 
which occupied it, was too weak to defend every part, conceived the 
idea of seizing the hill by a &udden as!l.ault, and, without communicating 
his design to King Joseph, directed General Ruffin's divjsion, which 
consisted of the 9th Uger, the 24th, and 96th Regiments of the Liqe, 
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to attack it. About 9 p.m., a suJJen and tremcnrlous fire wa'> opened 1809 
on the hill, and it soon became evident that the enemy were in posses-
sion of the top. General Hill was then onlered to reinforce Donkin. 
Stewart's brigade was approaching the base of the hill when a "harp 
fire issued from the leading rl!gimcnt, which although a .. sailcd in its 
progress, continued to advance. It wa,> about this time that Ceneral 
Hill, galloping down the de'>ccn t, met the 29th advancing in column 
of companies, and, without a Illomellt's IW'iitation, k,d it up at the 
double. So dark wa,> it, that the bJa/.(:' of mu"kl:try alone di~playcd the 
forms of the a'is.lilant<;, Ihe leading company, when.clo .. e (I) the 
enemy's bayonets, poured in ,\ \'olky, 'Inc{ with a glorious chct.!r charged 
the French, who after a ~hort but desper,lte :.trugglt·, wcre driven off 
the summit. The regiment having then wheeled into lint'. advanced in 
an obl ique direction, anu the right companies being some \\ay down 
the slope of the hill, open cd fire 011 the French restrves, which were 
fast advancing. l\l1 the l.Mttalions of the 9th Leger h.lving re-formed. it 
again advanced with re-doubJed \ igour. Th<.' fighting became n:hcmcnt, 
for the comb'Ltant~ were scarcdy 20 y,lnis apart. but soon the shout 
of the Briti~h soldiers made itself heard above the din of arms, and the 
enemy's broken troops were uncc more drin.!1l illto the ravine below. 
Line having been re-formed. th(~ 29th took possession of the top 
of the hill; picquCls were immcuiatdy thrown out, and ,L chain 
of sentries having been po~tl·J. the nWIl l.ly down on thdr arms in the 
the midst of fallen-enemies, the furred shako of a uedu French soldier 
forming in many cases a pillow for the night. 

Sir A. Wellesley having a rri ved on the sct:ne of action, immedi­
atelyorde red up artillery. and the t:<l.rly part of the night W<lS employed 
in placing the guns ill position, aftt:r which a .., ti lln e,;.., prevailed for 
some time; this was at length broken by the rumuling of gun carriages 
to the front. which betokened prt~parations for renewed hostilities on the 
morrow, 



1_ At dawn on the 28th, all eyes were anxiou~ly turned towards the 
enemy, the whole of whose dispositions became cleJ.r\)' visible from the 
hill a<; the sun rose J mmediately in front, and on the brink of the 
ravine at the foot of the hill, appeared a very strong column with 
reserves in its rt'.\r, and field bdtteries on either n.mk, whilst light troops 
were thrown out as skirmishers to cover the front, <md prepare the W,ly 
for an assault. The first Olove on the pdrl of the French, W.lS Oldde by 
their artillery directing the muzzles of their guns up the hill. 

Soon after this. the picquet<. of Stewart's brigrtde wl:'rc \\ilnOrdwn, 
the Light f'omp<ln iC'i bemg or,;rred out to cover it>; front Sir A. 
Wellesley now rode up in rCdr of the 29th. i\ Lrc.lthl~·,,>~ ">llcnee 
prevdiled on both side,"" till cl. ~igll.11 gU ll . which W,tC; W put the enemy',,> 
attacking column in motion, w.ts flrt'U, ,tt the ,>,une time .\ heelvy 
cannonade wa<; opened aWlin .. t the.; hill, from the ,tfof<'-ITwntioned 
batteric!>, which never cl',lc;ed until the Frell( h hclt! ">0 ne,lrly n-'<lched the 
summit, that they were ull<lble to IlMke their c;hut tdl '" Ithoul enJ ,mger­

ing their own troops. 

In capturing the hill the prevIOus even mg. the formation of 
Stewdrt'!. brigaJe h.ld become '>ollle,", hat .llteru\, ~lnu thc 29lh now 
found jt~e1f on the t!xtreme left of the Briti<;h line of inf<:lI1try, whibt 
the wttdlion of dcldchmcnt;" ,llln the 4-~hh Regiment, were formed on 
the slope extending towardc; the ri ght. 

Being expo!>td to <1 heavy fire, the 29th hnd been ordered to lie 
down a <;hort distance behind the brow of the hill, but reddy to start up 
at a moment's notice, and by thi .. Judiciou .. armngement the regiment 
suffered but little. An old Scotch <;crjc,mt, who Wd.S crouching dose to 
LieuL Leith Hay, permitted his hCJ.d to,ltt,lin a very !oolight elevation, and 
with a groan Sdid, "Good God, 51r, thi<; i'> dre.idfu 1" Without discuss­
ing the meriL<; of the situation, he Wd.S ddvi<,ed to ket>p down his ~ 
a hint instantly adopted without <my appdfent reluctance. No other 
part of the army was at this time engaged. 



Genercli Hill, on ... eeing tht.: ov('r" helming force ,l{ihll1l,.illg <lguinc;t 1809 
his position, g<lve order ... for the light troop'> to f'lll L.tcl... 

General Ruffin\ (.uhunn'>, not wiCh ... t.mding the \.\dl- ... t'rvl,d lire of the 

British artillery directed dg,lil1'>t them, hdd ne.J.r!} ... urmolllHcd ,\11 the 
difficultie ... of the ground, whcn tllt'y rCI..(-lvt'd .1 chcth., ,I'> tht' '>Ullllll it. 
which hau up to the prc'>ellt ,lppc,ued de,><:rteu ... udt!cl1ly ,>uppnrted ,1 

regular line of inf.lI1try . for Gener,t\ .':Itew.trt hM1 c,dled out, .. Nuw 
29thJ ..Now i~ your tlmt-' 1" 

The men in ... tantly l>pr,lIilg to their fect ,tnt! poured 111 ,I ht"I\) (In.' 

The French, hO\o\t!vl'r, contllltlctl the b.lttk. \"Ith "'111.1\1 .,Unl'>, \\hcll ~Ir 
Arthur, who W,l'" '>t,mding Be,lr tht' colour,> of tht 29th, ()nh~rt'd <I 

clMrge. With ,I tremcndou,> ,>hout, th ( right \\ Ing of the n~gllm. nt, 

togetht:r v .. ith tht' 4~hh, ru~hcd dO\O\1l bk.c a torrent, tMyoliewng ,lilt! 
sweeping IMck the cnt'mY,even ,1cro,>,> the I <l\ l11e, to \\ here th t Ir (( ''>en e'> 

were funned. It \0\ <1'> ill thl'> dhlrf!c, th'll tht' 29th h<ld the honour of 
~ccuring two ~ilk st,mddrtb >I( On thl,. top of t',lch pole W,I !:> ,t pi,lte v.uh 
!:>crcw-hole,>, whIch unque ... t,oll.1bly indlc<lted th.lt .. ~,Iglc.,," h,1(1 ... ur-

mounted tht'IH t At t11l ... 1ll01llt.nt ,I column 01 Frcllch IIl f.tn try 

clppcdrcd do'>c upon the ri~ht tl.lIlh. 13} gn:,lt e ..... t,rtion .... , tht pur~uer'> 
were collt'cted, <Ind fornllng .1 front, they (.h<lrged their nt. ...... t ...... ,lI l,lIlt .... 

So completely hdd ,til <ttt,lek!. bec.:11 repelled , th<lt the Bml,>h IIlf,tlHr}, 

were qUIetly colkctcclill th(; r,.1\-II1<::, <mel 1l1,lfl..hcd lMLh. to the ht'lght 

without being ~enou ... ly .1!:> ... ,uieJ Line w.t'> then agdin rdurnu.::d ,I !:>hort 
distance in reoif of the cre!:>t ul the lull, !:>o ,I,> to l>heltcr the men <I'> 

much d.h p~hjble from the ctfect uf the c<U1I10I1,ltie, which W,I'> fo r !)ome 

time kept up along the \o\hole line. Afterthcl>L rt'jJul ... c!:>, glt:!,lt mdeCI'>IOIl 
appeared to prevdil in the enemy'!. army, .l.nd tht:lr column!:> rem.1l11t'J 

------------
• The official au:ount ~tates tha.t, one ~tandard wa~ c.lpturcd, and another dc~troyed. 

by tho .9\h Foot. 
Tb~.nacks on the 27th and 28th July appcar to have been led Ly the 9n,. Legcr 

• 4: .t.....u ~ custom of the French to unscrew the "Ellgle" "ben In danger, and (or 
·_Ji'ffWl.,bearet~· to conceal It about hiS pcr..ion. 



306 

1809 immoveable for some hours, When awut 10 o'clock, the firing having 
ceased and everything being quiet, Sir Arthur descended the hill, 
repaired to the Spani!:>h position, and held a conference with General 
Cuesta. 

Detachments from both armies wert: now sent to collect the 
wounded, and friend und foe intermixed in the most friendly way 
without fear or suspicion. Suffering from cxce ... sive thirst, occasioned 
by the heat of the weather and their recent exertions, they descended in 

parties to the stream in their front. 

Lieut. Langton took this opportunity of giving a French officer 
two Crosses of the Legion 01 Honour which had been taken off the 

bodies of officers killed far up the hill. 

For a time all <;ympton1'i of strife !:>cemed to have ceast"d, but early 
in the afternoon, appearances again indicating rcnewed action on the 
part of the enemy, Sir Arthur immediately returned lo his former 
position on the hill. The whole of the cllt::n1y\ line now !>tuoJ to arms, 
heavy masses were seen to be forming against the centre of the allies' 
position, and soon after, clouds of c!u...,t marked the adv.tllcc of troops 
against the British right. The ~cenc from the hill W.lS now of d. grand 
description. The columns advancing again.,t the Ct'ntre were ..,erious in 
aspect, and caused some anxiety, which, however, wa .... !>()on relieved by 
the bayonet, and those on the hill had the pled.Surc of seeing the enemy 
give way at every point. 

During this great struggle Stewart's brigade had remained com­
paratively disengaged, for the fire of the enemy's artillery and light 
troops produced but slight effect. The favourable termination of the 
battle in the centre, had credted great (:'xcitement. The cheer which 
had been re-echoed from the height had scarcely died away when a 
movement of another character attracted Sir Arthur's attention, for 
Marshal Victor, having'"fajled to force the centre, now tried to turn the 
left of the allies' position. The movements of the divisions of Ruffin 
and Villatte, had, during the contest just descriht:d, been vacillating ,and 



uncertain. Formed to all appearance:; with a ileterrnin;ttirlll again to 1809 
attack the hill, they had even advanced some distance towards its base, 
and their light troop'i skirrni'ihed clo,>t:\y and scrinu,>ly, but nothing like 
the attack of the morning W,l'> ag.lin attempted. A ~imilar reJlul~e 

would in all prol-mhility have attended the effort, for 6000 cav<llry were 
now in the immediate vicinity, and could have instantly fallen on the 
broken ranks. A turning movt'ment having been checked by the 
23rd Light Dragoons ;dH.l the K.( ~_ L., no further <lttempt was made to 
gain possession of the hill. Towards the evening, the enemy, repulsed 
and defeated at all points, (lrew off tiwir infantry under .cover of their 
cavalry. 

After the French attack on the centre, thl' wadding of the guns 
lying smoulckring on the: ground, set tire to the long grass in tht! valley, 
which burnt and ('xlt'ndcd with ~uch rapidity that the face of the hill 
on which Stewart\ hrigad,' wa~ posted, "(Jon became a scorched mass, 
studded with ],odieo; of dead and wounded. Sir Arthur \Vdlcs!cy, who 
had bee n nn thl ' hill dllring the whole action. was in the even ing- hit by 
a spent ball. 

The casualties which occurn·d to thl~ 29th (\Vorcesle rilhi rc) Rt'g i­
mcnt in the actions with t1w French, commanded by J u,-q)h Buonaparte 
in person, were as fo]J()w!) : 

27TH Jm v, ,809_ 

A·illd · 1 0 Rnnk anu hIe. 
rVQ,md,'J4-- 1 Lleu.tenant, 42 Rank and File. 
Missin); - I Rank and File. 

28TII ] vr.v, 

Killtd- I Serjeant, 25 R:wk and FIle. 
WtJmuled .... - 1 Captain,s Lieutenauts, 98 Rank and File. 
J/bSi1fg- 2 Rank and File. 

Fox Ihe names of the ufficcr~ rlidt Monthl)' Returns page 311. 
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t809 Exhausted from want of food. oppre .. sed by heat, tired by the 
duration of a struggle which seemed interminable, the approach of 
night wa,> not unwelcome. The fire of cannon htl.d not yet altogether 
cCd5.cd, dnd it W.it, not till the clo<,c of t\\-r1ight thdt the dull rumbling 
sound of urtillery hCd.rd dt intcrv<"I.I ... , ,md at d d.'>tance, ~e~~med to 

indicate the close of thi .. ...anguina.ry but mo ... t mtcrc<,tlllg battle. A cold 
damp night ,>uccceded the exce .... lvcly w.trm <l!1d (,ttiguing day. and the 
regiment, without food or covering of .lny description, hivoaacked on 

the same "'pot a<, on the preceding day A Illor .. d of hrewi, with ,>orne 

pure Weltt'r, would h,tVe been conSidered Ju:\.uriou,> !'u t' 

At daybreak,on the 29th of July, it becommg LVIt1ent th'lt the main 
body of the enemy h.l.d retn'dted from vlt'w. ,lnd th,lt there wa .. no 
nece ... s ity for the troop~ to rctall1 their pO ... ltlon.. ,It I) ,I m tht, regiment 

marched do\\-n from that height, which. from the t.ommenCt'l11ent to the 

end of tht· action, It h,ld h,ld the honour of dcfcndlllg ,Lg.lin'>L repeated 
and de<;pcr<Lte attdck ..... LIld which it nov .. ' left ht'hl lH.l ... tn·wn with dCdd 
bodic!>. broken arm ... , ... hattered tumbril ... <lnd fr.lgm('nb of "hell. It 
encamped in the olive grove ... ,It It" ba ... c 

The gallantf) dnci discipll1H' l'vinc('d h) thl' 29th <uld the 1st 

battalion 48th Regimt::nt. on the 11lght of tht:: 27th in">t, W.I'> .. ,>cci<llly 

noticed by the comm<Ulder-m-chwf. in (len('r,ll ()rdt'r ... d.tt('d T.l1.tver .... 

de la Reyna, the 29th of July. 1809 -

"T.tlavera," '>.did Sir Arthur, .. wa'> the h,trd('st fought wale of 

modern time ... , and each party eng,'ged 10<;t d qu,lf(cr of its numbers." 

On the morning after the!>e bdttl(· ... , every exertion was made to 

inte r the dead; each regiment furni .. hing it ... quota of men on fatigue 

duty for this purpo,>e. and lhi" I.\..">t .... ld duty wa ... performed as far as 
possible to both friend and foe, 

Thl:' town of Talavera now bt!CAme cro\\odcd with wounded, 

those of the 29th, through th(' activity and eOt'rgy of Dr. Gudu1e. 

were however soon lodged. 



Captain G,lUntlt'tl, who in th t' <.,( cOIlc1 drty\ ,lct ion had b"'cn <.,truck 1809 
on the side of the head by a b.lil. which cd.rrit·c! d.W,l)' ,l portion of hi ~ 
skull and brrtin. lingereel until the J (.,t in.,t., wben he \\i,J..., IIlterred, 111 
presence of the n.:gitlH'llt. on the hught... where he h,ld {.tllt·n 

TilE AIlJl1 rAN1 ,CIi'.IR\1 rn L II II I. .l.OL. WIIIlI , 29111 /{J(, ' . 

,. 30 July, 1809. 

" I have prt·<,,(·ntl ·d thl' French St.md,mi t,lh.t·n by the 29th on th(' 

28th in..,t.ll1t to tl\( · Cllllllll,lIldt r of the h>rc( ·<". ,mel 1 ..J.n\ directui b)' 
his Excdlt-nc), tu return it to )(IU, th,lt it 111.1) n..'Ill,lin in. po..,..,(·<.,<.,ioll o f 

the 29th }{l'giml.!nt ,1'> ,I ((·..,timoll) 0\ th(,ir g,dl.\Ilt conduct" 

In thl.! "AlcmOlr(l/GlO!:t::e Tltall', lomlt'ri)' of tIle 29th Rt:{[t. 

of Foot," one n',II!<., " I Iw ngllll( nl <"lIcn't'ded 111 taking OIl(' ,md 
dcc;tro)ing ,mothn of the Frc lllh t." lgk<., . The 011(' c..J.pturcd, W,l'" <"ent 
b~' Lit'lIl<'ll.Illt Elliot (,Ift('l'\hlrd<., l\ldj IJ r) to Iw pn·..,ellt(·c..\ to Lnrd 

Wellington, ""hI) din'ltnl jt tlllw r('l,lill('d \\ Ilh th(' reglllH'nt ,l<" rt tn)phy 
of their Yrllour. " 

It i'i much (0 he n j..!f( w·d th,l( ,til lr,IC(' (If thi<" <.,t,l1ld,mi h,l<" !.wen 
lo:.t; the onl), IIlfOfllldtioll .ltLlIll,lhlc Ix illg th.lt of l; t n('[',d ~ir R. P. 

I)ougla~, I\,l[,t., \dlO j<)iul'd tlw rl'gl1lH'lll ill I X::-o, ,lnd \I rote ,l<" 10110""'" 
111 1885 . 

"7th Mardl. 

"My dear Captam Everald, 

"lfl"1.Ihcrton I'ark, 
\\'ellingtoll, 

~()mt.'rsct 

If I pU!o~C~~L~ an}' ukl 21)Ih rL~old!o, T liQuId wlllmgly wntnuulc them 
towards your future puhhcatwn.- My IllLlllOl) l~ ~tlll fre~h a~ to m,lIl)' I'er!.ons and thing ... 

which I could narrate by word, bUI whlrh J do np\ thmk lIorthy of Lommlttmg to p:lIICr 

With regnrd to the French St:lndnrd t npturcd by the 29th a1 I alavern, I thlllk It 

1Q.s either given Into the Lare of the Dean and Chapter of Wort(!~ter, or \Ias Jeft III the 

~ion.()f the lale Lord Stral1(lrd,~ IIho, as Sir John Byng, w;c, Colonel of the Regt. 

, ~ U I\Ot any trace of It at Won.ester, nor IS the Earl of Stratford III po~sesslOI1 
" ... ,~ 
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.. Do you know the present Lord S.? If not I could with pleoasure write to him on 
the tubject. We were brother Sub" in the 29th. 

Have you a drawing of the 29th Grenadiers In old days? Long black gaiters to the 
ueeca.p, and white breeches -The Grenadier Co carrymg the port fire and <;low matcb 
on their belts-and the bayonet earned in a sltd"'K frog on the cross belt, tbls was qUite 
an exception to all other corps. Hoping yOll will find ample materz;l.h (or your mterestmg 
publication, , 

I remam, 

Yours f:uthrully, 

R. P. Doum.As," 

During the .~oth and 3J<;t of July, the French were not 'ieen. On 
the 1St and 2nd of August. intelligence wa<; received, that Soult, with 
intention of cutting off the British communication.:; with Portugal. was 
advancing against Plac;encia. Prompt measures were therefore necessary, 
and Sir Arthur Wellesley proposcd to march with the entire British 
army against Sault, provided that CuestA would remain at T d,lavera in 
charge of the wounded, and to secure the rear. 

As the regiment was to accompany Sir Arthur, its sick and 
wounded were left behind in charge of As<,istdnt-Surgeon Curby. 

On the morning of the 3rd, the army marched to Oropeza. 

Scarcely were the British out of sight, when the Spani~h general 
began to doubt the security of his quarters, and giving orders for the 
immediate evacuation of Talavera, made ready to follow Sir Arthur. 
In doing thi!> he sacrificed the whole of the wounded who had been 
entrusted to his charge, and that,. too, when no enemy Wd.., even in sight. 
Three days after this hasty and uncalled-for retreat, Md.Tshal Victor's 
advance guard entered Talavera without opposition, and Lieut. Stanhope, 
Assistant-Surgeon Curby, and 27 privates of the regiment, who were 
too ill to be moved, were among those who fell into the enemy's hands. 
The wounded privates having died, their two officers were sent prisoners. 
to France, 'Via Madrid Dr. Curby was, however, released thi; f~ 
yeat", and rejoined his regiment 10 October, but Lieut. ~\ 
remained a prisoner till 1814. 
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TM folJ4flli-V M~nJj'" Retw",J for' M'a;f tiM '.",fu r' g;w tilt "GUill "Itlll Olian Mrvi>yr ",;IA tAl 1809 
/?Ili~ 1M ti" III '/ Mil)' tI", i '.sIlt 1/ Aug .. ,t. All llle Ojfo,1'I weTf "'elml will. 'lte Htllli·QII.rte~. 
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.",9 In order to secure his rt"treat to Portugal, and extricate himself 
from the position in which he had been placed by Cuesta's untimely 
move, Sir Arthur decided to at once cross the Tagus by Puente del 
Arzobispo, and so place the river between him<;elf clod Sault. Marching 
by Deleytosa and Jaraicijo, on the 24th HilJ'sdivision reached Medillen. 
whei"e having remained a couple of da) s, it continued its march to 
Merida. 

On the 30th of August, Sir Arthur Wellc!:>ley e'>t<lb1i<;hcd his hcad~ 

quarters' at Baclajos, and distributed his ,inny along the frontier of 
,Spain and Portugal, in a position where it could sub"ist with ea'iC, and 
also give protection to both countries On tllP Jrd of September, 
Major-General Hill's division was ordered to be cantoned in Montijo,and 
Puebta de tel Ca.l~ada, the 29th being at the lcltter place. All the sick 
were now directed to be sent to ElvdS. 

In his " Recollections of Ilu Pc1tlltsulal' 14'a1'," C..\.ptain Moyle 
S,lherer, of the 34th Foot, give,> the followlIlg dc,>cription of the 29th 
Regiment ;-

"On the 7th September, 1809. we m,lrched mto c,mtonments in 
Spanish Estramadura.. We reached Torre M.-I.jor, the villdge allotted 
to our brigade, in two day ... Some regiment'> of Hill'., d,vi",on, to which 
our brigade was attached, IclY at Montijo ,unong..,t other,>, the 29th. 
It was the first corps distingui~hed for it!. '>ervice, which I had ever 
seen under arms. Nothing could po!.sibly be wor.,c than their clothing; 
it bad become necessary to patch it I and <is red cloth could not be 
procured, grey, white, and even brown, h,\d 1x:cn u,>cd; yet under this 
striking disadvantage, they could not be viewed by a sotdie~ without 
admiration. The perfect order and cieanlines.;; of their arms and 
appointments, their steadiness on parade, their erect carriage. and their 
firm and free marching, exceeded anything of the kind I had ever seen. 
No corps of any army or nation which I have since had an op~\y , 
of seeing. has come nearer to my idea of what a regi:dilf:n.t'Of ~ 
should be, than the old Twenty-ninth." . 
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Tile following H aft extract from the Welitngton Dispatchl~ -- 1809 

"To VI<"LOU N1 CA",TUKr, A( ,H. 

" Baddjo<;, J 2 Sept., ,809 
".My dear Lord, 

w, ... h v~ry much that some 

measure,> could be ddoptec\ to get 'lome rf'crUlt" for the 29th Regiment. 
It is the be'lt Regiment in thl'> Army. h,t'> eUl cldmir.lhle lIltern,ll ..,y ... tcm, 

and excellent Non-Commi.,..,ioned Office r., . but for tht' \\d.nt of ,l Second 
Battalion, and ,>omebody to dttcnd to it<. recruiting. It , ... much reduced 

in numbers by the lo'>'>e'> in tht> Action., of Roil~'l .lnd VinHcro, In the 
Expedidon to the North of Porrug,d clnd <It T ,L\,\V('[.\ 

I3elieve me, &c .• 

ARTH U R \VH.Ll.<.,l.H," 

"Vi<;count c.l.,t1erC',lgh." 

On the 4th of OctolWf, Lord \ '''ellmgton n'\ ]('\H.'U Gener.1I Hill'., 
division on the pl.lin of Montijo 

Fever and <lgUC now cau'>cd m<ln)" c.l,>u<dl1c" ,mlOngst the troop" 
cantoned on the pl.tin bordering e ither .,\(lc of tht. CU<ldJana .• md 

Captain Ambrg'>e Newbold '>llccumbcd <lftcr.l few U,lY'>' dlne<;s. 

Extract front " The WL'eki.y Stato of Ihe Fones t1l Spam alld Po1'illgal 
undu" command of Lteut.-GeneraL L01d VZs'1 TVeLLwgloll, K.B. 

"Head Quarters, BadaJos, 1 Nov, 1809 

2nd Brigade (Major Cenl R. Ste .... art's), 2nd DIvIsion 29th, 1/48 and 1/57th kegt~ 
29th Foot, I'ucbla de la Cal~ada 

01Iicen Present, I Lt. Colonel, 1 Major, 9 Capt:l1n<i, II Lleuts., 7 EnSign!>, 5 Staff. 

(:....:~nts 22 ~."", .. 4 Present, Sick 7 Ab~ent, '3u.k 4 On Command. 
• 

~.- .. 14 
, .. .. , .. .. 

~.'PIIe ... III " " 179 " .. 7 .. .. 
AltCWlona-7 Rank and Fll~ ,Je~d. 
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1800 While the greater part of the forces under Lord Wellington 
marched northwards. General Hill's division was left to watch the 
Tagus. and the province of Alentejo. On the 14th of December, this 
division was quartered dt Portd.legrc, .lnd on the 25th, Gcncr.\! Hill 
established his head-quarter!3- at Abrante<" the 29th Foot being also 
stationed there. Captdin Gell, Lieuts. Elliot and Penro<;c. together with 
Assistant-Surgeon EVd.ns. were left at Elvac:; in charge of the ~ick. 

On the l8th of March, 1809, a General Order was ls;,u~d that Officers of Grenadier 
and Light compames should wear wmg~, 10 add)\\On to cpauleucs 

The French, in consequence of their "MIOUS vlctorie'> over the 
Spaniards. were now nearly ma-,tcrs of the whole of ,outh Spain. 
Soult was advancing 011 Cadiz, whilM Gcuer,t1 Regnier thrc,ltcned 
Spanish Estr<1madura. It being neces!>ar} lh,lt CelH..:r,-l.1 Hili ~houlr.l 

watch the I,Hter, and act decisively in (ljlpositioll to hll11, on lhl~ 5th of 
1810 January the 2nd divi~ion mdrched to Punhcte, d ,,111,111 town !:>!tu,ited at 

the junction of the Ze-zere with the Tagus, but on II1form,lt!On being 
received that 13adajo!:> Wa.,> thre,ltcned, Gener,ll Hill ",,1'> ordered to 

return to Portalegre, which wa.!> redched on the J 8th of 1· t!1JrUdry. 

On the 31st of March Lieut Gregory, and on the 4th of April 
Capt. \V. Birmingham, .... ere ordered to pl'lce them<.,chc!:> under the 
orders of Marshal Beresford, with a view of bemg ,ltt'lchcd to the 
Portuguese army. On the 20th, Lieut. A. Leith H,ly W,LS appointeLl 
A.D.C. to Major-Generdl Leith. 

On the 23rd, when the regiment was about to celebrate St. George'~ 
Day, information was received that the French had attacked and driven 
out the Spanish garrison tl a frontier town a few leagues distant. AU 
further thoughts of celebrating the anniversary of the patron saint were 
therefore dismissed, and the 29th marched that afternoon to Allegrete. 
where it halted and bivouacked.. On its being ascertained the fol1owiUS' 
day that the enemy had retreated, the division. returned to its .. {of,rp.er 



3 15 

qua.rters. On the 15th of May, the division W,t'> agclin ordered out, t810 
this time to Arronche ... , but, two rl'ly~ l,tter, returned to Portalcgrc. In 
July, it being reporH·d th,tt the French Wt'rt' ,lgd.in thre,ltcning B,l.<Jdjos, 

the division nl<lrched to Arronche~, where on Mrlv,d, it ' .... 1'> found tiMt 

this was but <l f('int on the jl.lrt of the elH'my, their m,un bod)' being 
actually on the m.lrch north""',lrd!:o with the de..,ign of cro~..,ing the 
Tagus, and ,>cil-ing C.l'>tt:'llo Br,mco. C.cnerdl H lil therdon:: imme­
didtdy rctrtlccd hi., !:otep"', <.. ro!:'':>cd the T,lgU'" .It Vill,\ Vdh,l, ,U1d on the 

21St, the divi..,ion Te,Kht'u C,l..,tdlo Br,l11co j\lttr h'lh1l1~ here ,\ d.1Y, 

the troops ,lJv,tIlccd tu .\U1.1Yd, neolf whi<..h pl.lce tht' regiment 
Livouacked. It \V,l.., now di..,u)verec\ tJut til t' ('oemy hud got comnMnd 

of the TO<ld le.ldlllg thence to the north of Sp.lin. Communic,ltion., by 
that route, bet\\cen GencT,t1 B tll .1l1U i.()ru \VcHington, being thereby 

cut off, the fornwr t cllf(-d further b.\ck into Portug,d, .1Ild 1ll.ITched b)' 

dnother, but Ie">"> pr~lctK.lbh · . nMd ,I{ ro,:>~ the mountains. On the 2nd 

of Augu!>t, Hill'.!. Cl!VI .... lOfl to(Ih. Ill' ,I po..,ltion ..I t S.ITzed.l!:" which com­

n1.\Oded the TO,ltI., to V111.1 Vdh,\ dlHJ Thom.lT. On the 7th, l\Ltjor­

GeneT<l\ the Hon. \\:. SkVv,lrt \V,IS .lpl'olllted to command the 2nd 
division, und('r Gencl,t\ 11111. ,Illd ..,hortl), ,Liter, on the illlle~.., of l\Lljor­

General R.. Stt'w<lrt, LoL l ngli::.. of the 57th R<..gHnent toOh. O\e r the 
command of the brigade 

In con~equcncc of 1\1 ,l"'':'LIl.l!:o ,Id\ . lIlCC ,lg.lin<;t Lj~bon. in Septem­

ber, Lord Wellington d ecided to 1<1"-<.: up ,I po~ition 011 the left b,lnk of 

the Tagus, near Pencl eO\ <L Three da)." I,iter, StC\\,lrt 's division 

crossed the !\1ondego, ,m<i, on joining the lll,lin body of the ,lrlll)" 

Hill's corps W~ pl.tced in fo rce on t1w e .... treme right of the po,>ition, 

aCross the road Je.\ding over the St'rr.l to Pen" COV,I. 

The next day, the 27th of September, W3!> fought the battie of 

'.a~ in which it was not the fortune of the 2nd division to be 

4/:i!v&'1v ecgaged. 
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~ By 11M Monthly Return dated tIM 25th 0/ September, C .... p on tIM 
Mowg'(J, tlte foltowi1Cff Officers were present wtth the Head~qua"Ie"s :­

MaJOr-Way. 
Captains- Hodge, Too, Nestor, Gdl, Humfrey, Wade. 
Lieutenants- Nicholson, btannus, Brooks, UUgUld, {'apham,Penrose, Elhot, Cok.er, 

Young, Penmngton, Hardy, Evans, Sandys, Hither 
Ensigns-Vesle, Ironside, Lovelock., King. Furnace. Lucas. 
Adjutant-B. Wild. 
Qunrter-M:l~ter-Giliesple. 

Surgeon-Jos. A. Stanford. 

The French having been repulsed in the b.-lulc of the 27th, 
Massena, finding Wellington'!, l)()!:.ition Imprcgn<l.bk, now endeavoured 
to turn his left. Lord Welhngton therefore retired his force.;; to the 
first series of the celebrated line .. of Torre ... Vcdrd.!', which extended 
from the Tagus to the mouth of the Zl.ldndrt', <1 Jist.U1CC of 29 miles. 
Having recro~setl the Mondego and retired by E'ipilMI. Thomar, and 
Santarem, the 2nd division reached Alhclnura, the extreme right of the 
new position, on the 9th of October. 

From Alhandra to the vallt'y of Cadanclrix, a dir;tance of five mile.c;, 
then.: ran ~ continuous lofty ridge, defended by thirteen redoubts, and 
for two miles its brow was rendered inacces ... ible by the erection of a 
scarp from IS to 20 feet high. This portion of the lines W~ to be 
held by the British and Portuguese divisions, under General Hill. 
A strong flotilla of gunboats, manned by Briti!>h seaOltn, was stationed 
in the Tagus, to flank the right of the lines. 

On the morning of the loth of October, the 2nd brigade took Jl9St , 
at the village of Sabral Piqueno, about two miles to the ~ of 
Alhandra. It was here that Major·Gent"ral Houghton succeeded to its 
command (vice General R. Stew.irt, decea!>ed), and that the bri~ 
became the 3rd, 

Soon after this, the regiment marched to Bucellas, a.,q P'\.IIIr;~ 
of October was encamped at St. Jago, where, after a shoo\'t ~~~ 



ordered to occupy the Quinta de Cunha, a large solitary chateau in the 1810 
hills. The walls of this building being loop-holed, armed with a few 
pieces of light artillery, and protected by the surrounding batteries, 
formed a place of !.Ollle 'itrengrh. During the time the regiment was 
here stationed, nothing of importance occurred. 

Masselld, finding it impo,><;ible to force the lines without '>trong 
reinforct::mt::nt~. broke UJ> hi!:> Cdll[Onments, ami rctireu on the night of 
the [4th of November. Th(' following morning being very foggy, the 
retreat of the French ll1,tr"hal wa,> not di .. covered fOF >;;Olne hours 
after daybreak. The enemy".. intl'ntion not bl!!Ilg c1e.trly devdoped, 
Lord \Vdlington l..t.:pt thl.! princip.tl !l,trt of hi" army in po..,ition, but 
directed Gcner.J.l Hill'" and tht, light Jivi"ion to follow the Frenc.h. 

On tht:: 16th, Houghton\' bng'lcle marched from the lines; tht: 
route lay through de"t.:rted, de..,ol<.l{t.: vill,lgt::", .. mel the r..lin fell heavily 
without intermi,,!.ion. It w .. b not till long aftt.: r dark that the 29th 
reached Vill~l Nova, where it hdlted for the night. On it occoming 
known th<lt J'vL t>;;..,CIM hdd c!:>td.Lb..,hed hi., <lrmyon the height.., ctbout 
Santarem, which h.lJ heen fUrlilled with nUIlH.;rou,> b.J.tteric~ ..111(.\ rcdoubt~, 

Hill's divi"ion w~ ordered to ero..,., the Tagu!:. oppo"itc to I\fagcm. 
Finding the enemy h,ld no intention of falling back <lny further, the 
2nd division went into willtt-'r qUdrter .. in . 1 ~cric,> of !:>mall townc.. and 
villages bordedng the river, the 29th being !:>tdtioned ,1t Chamtl~cd. The 
inhabitants proved kind and ho"pitJ.ble, sutler" brought copious ~upplie~ 
of comforts and luxurie~, !:.o the regiment h.ld an ca!:.y and pleas..lnt time. 
Tbe river being here of no vt::ry great breadth, it was d f,lvouritt:: 
morning amusement of tht> officers to ride uown to ith banks and hold 
¢~e:rA.tion across the watt::r with the French, who came for a similar 
~ to the opposite ~ide. In the"e dialogues uffence hd.d been 

'~ ~ly at some national reflections, for the meetings eventually 
..... ore hostile form. Captain Thos. Hamilton relates. that the 
\ . ~beeame as follows :-" A Fnmchmd.n would advance close 
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altO to the river, when an English officer, taking the musket of a neighbour~ 
lng sentry, would deliberately take aim at the Frenchman and fire. 
The Englishman, after waiting to receive the fire of hi!'. antagonist. 
would yield his place to !'aome other competitor. General H ill, on 
hearing of these contests, very judiciously put a stop to them." 

I n December, Gcn'erdl Hill Leing compelled by sickl1es~ to return 
to Englapd, and it being ascertainetl thd.t Soult Wa!> collecting 
a strong force, Lord Wellington ordered the troops on the left bank of 
the Tagus to be reinforced, MdfshaJ Uere~fon.l being at the 3<lrne time 
appointtd to their comm;lnrl 

The followllIl &eneral Order was jmhltshed (In thr 9th of February. 18JO 

"FIeld Officers to Wf'ar an epaulcttc on each shouldt'f A Colonel to \Iear a u own 
and Mar; LIeut. Col, a crown, Major, n st:>'T. on the ~traJl 

Captams, Subalterns, and the Quarter M.\~ter, one cl'.\uktte only, on the Tight 

shoulder. 

Offif'eT'>of the Fl.mk Compames to I,ear a wmg on (ach shoulder, wlth:'l (;rcnadc OT 
Bugle thereon, acrordmg to thelt n.~pectlve Company 

The Payma~ter, and Surgeon'! to IIcar a Reglmcntal CO,I!, Iml Wllhou! cpaulette or 
sash." 

[At Ihl~ pcoo(!, every regiment had Its o\\n pattern of epaulctlc J he Adjutant wore 

one on hl~ nght shoulder, and an epaulcttc strap. on hiS left The Payma!oler and Surgeon 
carried tile'T 51~'ord suspended from a blal..k Icathu lxlt, WOnt under the coat, J 

"Horse Guard!>. 
9th Sept., 1810, 

"HI5 MaJ~ty I~ pleased to command that, III commemor.ttton of the lmlhant vlctones 

obtained at Rolcla, VIIDlcra, Corunna, and Talavera, the under-mentioned Officers present 

on those OIXa~lOns &hall enjoy the pTlvllege of weanng a medal, to he worn by Com­
mandmg Officer!> of Corps (not being under rank IOfeTior to Lieut.-Colonel) attached by 

a T1bbon of the colour of the Sash, 't\'lth a blue edge, to the ]Jutton hole of their 
uniform. H.M. has also been pleased to command, that the Medal which would have: 
been conferred upon the Officers who have fallen at, or dIed Since, the above-1WOCd 
actions, shall, as a token of respect for theIr memOries, be depoSited with theit reaneatiJID 
famities. 

29th Jo'oot. Lleut,.Colonels-Hfolnble, G. A, F. Lake, and I)anid Whn.c." 



In January, 18, J, the reginH;nt Vr<lcccdcd to C.lrr,lguer.l wht'n' t811 
it remained till the epemy retired frem the neighbourhood of SUllt<1rem 
on the night of the 5th of March. The following morning, the 3rd 
brigade cro'>!>cd the Tagu!> <inti joined the pur!>uing army. The enemy '~ 

track was found liter,lJly strewn with C.lrC,l"'e!'. of Illult·~ <lIId hor!:>cs, 
which had succuml>ed to f,l!l1ine or fati gue. 

On reaching ThoTll.Jf, H oughton\' divi!>ion, '* which formed the 
rear of the pur!>uing force. h,litcd for a d.t)'; 'lIlll when. 011 the 12th, 
the leading divi!'.ion of 40ru vVeilington\ .lrm), .ltt<LCkt'd the enemy 
at Reuinha, Houghton Wcl .... Ordl"red to Lring up hi .... troop"> with all 
poss.ible spel'u. but on ntaring the ,>cene of action, the 29th were halted 
in rear of an eminence, <m d held in n :,u.line'>'> !>hould their !>ervice'> be 
required, Such, hO\l;(;ver, wa<; not the C,I!>l'. ,I'> the French continued 
their retreat to Condeixa. Thi,> Vt.t" tht' I.I'>t night th,lt the 29th !>crved 
with the pur'iuing .lfIllY, for intelligt·nce being received of the !:>urrenJer 
of Badajos, Gent'r.li lloughton W.l~ ordl'n.:d to ret r.lce hi!> ~teps and 
place hi~ troops ulld~'f command of i\ I.lr"h,d H('re~ ford . whu h.ld received 
orders to retake th(· forlrc......... J-Llving cro ....... t'd tht· Zt'/l'l'l' .It Punhett', 
and the T'lgUS hY' d Lridgt· of Lo.lt-. ll(',U' T,UlCro'>, Gener,d Houghton's 
troops advanced by Or, do. ,llld Port.-tlegrc, to Arronchcs, in tht: neigh­
bourhood of which they haltt'd for t\\'O U.IY!>. On the 25th. the ellemy 
having been surprised ,tt Cmlpo Mdjor, .Ll.Mlldoneu th,lt pi,lce, and retired 
to Badajos. The next day Ih~ re,>ford .tdvdllcecl to Elvds, where the 
troops halted for a few d,lY!>. On the 4th of April, thl: tiivi!>iol1 marched 
to Borba, where it remained \\ hibt the engineers wen.: cng.lged in 
constructing a bridge across the Guadi,lI1,l. neM J urumcnh.1, I twas 
late on the night of the 6th before .111 the troops h.u1 cro'i">ed tiw 
river, and taken up a po~ition on the height'> of Villa Rc,d. On til(' 

9th, the division encamped ncar Olivelll.d, \\-·here Gener.!i Sir Lowry 
Cole W1lS left to conduct its siege, whilst the m,lin body under Bere~ford . ----

'" ,temporary command, consisting of the 3rd lmgadc, and one of Portugul,!se 
w.;.,..: 
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18t1 proceeded to cover .11 the roads by which Soult could advance to the 
relief or Bad.jos. 

On the 25th, the head-quarters of the regiment were at Almen­
dralejo. The French having reti'ted from Estremadura, on the 6th of 
May the division moved towards Badajos, to rakt> part in the tirst siege 
of that fortress. 

On the evening of the 13th, it being the turn of the 29th to go on 
duty in the trenches. about sunset the regiment marchell from its 
encampment, and when night approached covering parties wert: !'oent to 
the frolll, The ff>m:linder of the regiment having piled ..trrns, took off 
their packs, and having been served out with entrenching tool'), 
advanced with great caution to within thn,'e hundred yards of the walls. 
In an hour or two, when the trenches were so filf <tdvanccd iL<" to afford 
some cover, orders wert: received for the working partit'~ to relire. and 
me siege to be rai'icd ; also for the 2nd. and the Portuguese divi'iions. to 
join Marshal Beresfurd, for Soult had quitted Seville <LillI Wd.S .tdvancing 
to the relief of Dadajos. 

On the afternoon of the 15th, the British army took up ib position 
on a ridge about four miles long, which ran nearly parallel to the rivulet 
of Albuera and about six hundred yards distant from it. On the right, 
these heights were steep and more detached ; somewhat in advance 
of the centre of the j.X>sition was a bridge and the village of Albuera. 
On the opposite side of the stream. the main body of the French army 
was hidden from view by a gentle slope covered with trees. 

On arriving at this position, the 2nd division under General W. 
Stewart, was drawn up in line. its right resting on a commanding hill 
over which the Valverde ro~d passes, its left on the road from Badajos. 
The Portuguese troops prolonged the line to the left. As the Spanish 
anny, which was to occupy the right of Beresford's position, had not yet 
arrived, Ho/ghton's brigade, viz., "the 29th, 57th, and 1/43 "'IIfS.." 
was ,moved to that flank, and formed into line, with its ~: ~ 
~L . 
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The Spaniards having come up during the night, e.trly on the 1811 
morning of the 16th of M.IY, Hofghtoll\, brigdde re~unwd it') pldce in 
the line, Scarcely hau the men time to gt't..L little k~l ,lilt! ,1 mOf!:.cl of 
biscuit, when the alarm Wet!:. given th,lt the enemy were;- .ldv..tncing 
towards the bridge ,md vill.lge of Albucr,l, in two !:.trong columns, 
supported by cd-v,llry uno .trtillt:ry. Thi,> <llt.lck pruved to be .1 feint, 
for in the nH..!,Ultime the Indin body of the F n'nch .lttd(.kt d the Spctni.lrds. 
and a sharp firing W.l!:. ht"tnl in thdt dirtction. Sw .. h being the L.t!>C, the 
2nd division broke into colymn .lIH-i moved r,\pidly ,dong the hClght'> to it!> 

right. Ne.trly ell the commeuccnwnt of the u.J.ttic, ,1 'he.-lVY !>torm of 
fdin came on, which with the !>moke, rcuJt'fed it ul1j>o<,<,iblt: to di"'Lcnt 
anything di!:.tinclly, The t:nt'my h,tving .tlrc<ttly t:~l,tbli':>ht:ll them ... t"\vt's 
on some height!:., opened ,I tn:.mt:ndou ... cdnnolMdt: on the .ltiv.UlLing 
troops, and Clpt.lin Humfrey, who V"l<' ... truck on the hip by .1 1.:,1Onon 
ban, which c;lrricd d~ 'ly the limb!:. of t~o mell behind him. died, 
encouraging the advdnce of hi ... C01l1p,U1Y, .. for the honour uf old 
Ireland," of which country he .lnd IlldllY of hi!:. mt!1l ~ert' ll.ttivt''>. 

The Spd.niMJ<, L<.:ing ,llt,lch.t'd with .1I1 impctuo ... ity they ~crc 

unable to re,>i !':. t, ~t:n' ,1 1..,0 put Into ,:>ome conlu<,ton when in the .lct of 
throwing back their right. to met·t elll unc.>..pecteJ Il,ll\h. ,ltL.ICk. 

Colonel Colbornc\ Lrig.tde (con!:.i..,tlllg of the" Huff'>," 2 '48th, 66th, 
and 31st Rt;gimenrs), the fir'>t. of Stewv.rt\ divi~ion. to come into .(ction, 
behaved in the most g.llbnt m.ll1llcr, ami l1otwith ... t,lncling ,110.., ... of two­
thirds of its number<;, kept it!. ground until tht: ,lrriv,tl of Hljrl'ghton\ 
brigade, the conduct of which, ~'lid Mar,>h<li Berc!.ford, "W,l<' conspicu­
ously gallant." As the latter brig,lde call1(.' up, the 29th le,lding, the 
~tnent closed to quarter column, under cover of the height.,;, and 
deployed. Before the other two corp., could complete thi<; forn1.ltion , 
a body of Spaniarl:ls in front of the left of the 29th g.lVC way, and 
~?'~i~ back on the regiment. On the a%urance that if they 
{~OIdy keep their ground for a few moments they should be 
,~'~ by the exertions of some of the otficer~, together with 
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1811 those of Lieut. Wild, the adjutant of the 29th, who rode amongst them, 
they rallied, moved up the hill agdin, but very shortly returned in the 
utmost confusion, closely fonowed by the enemy'~ lancers, who wer", 
cutting and thrusting without mercy. Many of the Spaniards attempted 
to get through the ranh of the 29th. which was now in line on the 
slope of the hill, but thin could not be permitted, since an opening. if 
made to allow the formf.::r to pa!.s, would also have admitted the cllt:my. 
There being no alternative, the regiment ~tood firm, and h.ul in .. df­
defence to fire on both. Thi<; shortly decided the bU', in e~,> .• 1I1d whi1<;t 

the lancers made the ~t of their WdY back to their own line!:>, 
,the surviving Spaniards were permitted to pa ..... to the rCdr. Ho.tghtou \ 
brigade being now deployed, Gener.II Stew.trt rode up, .tnd <Ifter .1 few 
stirring words, said, "Now i.., the time, let u.., give thn'e cht'( 'r<, I" Thi!> 

was responded to with he.ut and. ,>oul, and the brig'ldc irnmeditltely 

advanced, under a !.harp fire from the enemy'!> light troop"' , without 
returning it shot. General StCWMt W.I,!, t", ict.~ hit , the g,l.lI.-mt Ho;lghlOll , 
after receiving many ~olln(h \\ithout !.hrinking, fell picrc{'d hy three 

musket balls whil..,t in th ~ act of cheering on hi.., mt'n. Colonel I),mid 
White, of the 29th, was mort.tlly woundclL On drriving ,It the crc'>t 
of the hill. the French were ,>cen a little in rc.lr, dPp.lTt~ntl)' formed in 
masses, or column .. of gr~lnd divi.!.ions, with light troop!> and .lrtillery 
between the intervals, whilst some artillery, po!>ted on a b.mk in rear, 
fired over their heads, 

Notwithstanding thi.!. formiuabJe MrdY, the 29th, 57th, and 48th 
continued to advance, without even a piece of clrtillcry to ..,upport [hem. 
whilst Soult aftt:rwards stclted he had forty pitc!::,> of cannon be.iring on 
the advancing troops, Tht: 29th was at thi!> time on the ('xtreme right 
of the line, for the 4th djvj~ion, which wa" ddvancing to the new front, 
wa'> still at a considerable distance below, in the plain to the right. It 
was at this period that the desperate fighting began, when a most over~ 
whelming fire of artillery and small arms was opened on tbe brigade. 
which was vigorously returned. Tht:re the men unflinchingly stood, 
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and the re they fell, their ranks at time':> being swept away by sections. 1811 
Nothwithstanding this, the struggle was continued with unabated fury. 

" The n..:g-iment .. of thi .. brigade," said Lf)rd Londonderry, "vit:d 
with one a nother in deeds of heroi<;m. lhe 57th :lI1d 29th in particular. 
the former under C()1. lng-Ii .... the l.lttt!r undt'r t\- Iajor \V,ty, Jlerformed 

prodig ies of valour." 

Major Way h.ld his bridle ,lrm broken by a shot, ,Uld fell from his 
charger, Blacl.: .Iad.-, had l ~' wounded. En<;ign EJward Furnat:(', t only 
J 7 years o f age, who had, whibt carrying the colours, rt'ctived a !-.cvcr<~ 

wound. hut declined to lc-,we the tidJ, soon after r';Cei\Td another. 
which proving fatal, t(,rminated hi" shon but hOll()Urabl{~ career. 

The rcgimt:nt <It length became .,0 r~dllced in numbers, that what 
had formerly becn a li ne, now rc'>embled detacht'd group ... of skirmisher<; ; 
in fact not one-third of tht:: urigade rt::mained standi ng. From it ... 
constantly dimini~hing nurnucr<;, and th<.· IH.:cc""ity of cln<.;ing in towards 
the colours, the right of til..; 29Lh bee,LllH.! furthl:r expost:d. The supply 
of ammunition \V,lS now f,dling !>hort, when Sir Luwry Cole hroug ht up 

his Fu<.;ilier brig,lde, fmlll tht.: pl.lin, on the right of the 29th. The two 
battalions of the 7th, and the 23rd thell hringing their righ t shoulders 
forward. took the t.:IH.:my ohliqudy in n,mk. Nothing could \ ... ·i thstand 
the undau nted bravery of th e~e soklicr~ who continued to advance 
notwithstanding the fearful discharg('s of grape IXHIf("d upon them. At 
the same moment, Abercromby's brig.lde Jl,t'>sed the left of H o}ighton 's. 
and the e nemy's mass«:s, after a Jc'>pcr,ttc stntgglc for victor}" being 
forced to give way at all points, were tIriven in tIisurdcr beyond the 
Albuera 

Sir William Napier writes :- " 1n v,li n the French reserves joining 
with the struggling multitude, endeavoured to su<;tain the fight ; their 
efforts only inc reased the irremediable confus ion, antI the mighty mass 

:gi.vi~g way like a loosened cliff, went headlong down the ascent. 

t Youngest son of Tbos. r urnace, Esq., of HalJvyk, co. iJublm, 



324 

tau The rain flowed after in streams discoloured with blood. and fifteen 
bundred unwounded men, the remainder of six thousand unconquerable 
Briti':ih soldiers, stood triumphant on the fatal hill." 

The battle, which had commenced at 9 a. m., had been continued 
without interruption until two in the afternoon; during the remainder 
of the day there was but cannonading and c;kirmishing. 

In the battle of Alhuera, fought on the 16th of May, 1811, the 
29th F oot ~uffered the follow ing Cd!>udl ties . -

K,IIui- I Captam, 1 LIeutenant, 3 En'tgns, 1 Serjeant, 76 Rank a.nd FIle 
Jf'ollfllhd-J Lt~u l .('oloncl, I Major, 3 Captauu, 4 Lieutenants. 3 EmlgTls, J St31f > 

I:J Serjcnntlo, 220 Rank and Jo' tle 

Misnnr- ll Rank and FIle 

After the dction the field pre<;cntcd a .. ad c;pcct.\c1e, the English 
dead lying generally in rows, the French in Id.rge he.lp", from their 
having fought princiPdll)' in ma<;'>e... The 29th Wd. .. brought out of 
action by Captdin Thos. Gell. who em.igncy in the rf'gimcnt oated from 
the 5th of October. 1804. For helving c;uccecded to the command of 
the regiment during act ion, th i .. officer afterw.-lrd<; recdved the goM 
medal. On cdl1 ing the roll , it WdS found that only 96 m(!n, two captain .. , 
and a few 5ubaltt'rn r:. of the regiment remained unwounded. Every 
field officer of H oughton's brigade. bPing either killed or wound<..'<i. at 
the clor:.e of the dClion it remained in command of Captain Cemetiere, 
of the 48th. 

Some affecti ng incidents which occurred on this memorable day 
may not prove uninteresting '-

Early in the morning, General Ho/ ghton. hearing of the enemy's 
advance. had in the hurry turned out in a green frock coat. Whilst on 
horseback, in front of his brigade, his servant rode up with his.red 
unifonn, and, without dismounting, a change was immedia~ely made. 
This public display of the national colour. and British cooI~ toQk 
place under fire of F rencb artillery. 
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Ensign Richard Vance,· who Wo;lS amongst the killed, had scarcely 1811 
been gazetted seven months to the 29th: his heroism during the action 
had been most conspicuou<;. Seeing the (t"rribJe los<; hi~ regiment \'vas 
suffering, and fC<lring le!:.t the rt'gimcntdl colour. of which he h<\I.1 
charge. might £<tll into the hdnd.., of the enemy, he ton' it from the pole. 
Shortly after ~o doing, he wa<; kiUt'd, dod wht'fl the action W~ over the 
colour w,}.-" found conct'aied in the brc.lSt of hi" COl.1t, the st.mdard lying 
ncar his l:xxly. 

Lieut. -Co!<m{·j \o\-'hite. who had been ,>evcrely wounded whil<;( 

leading hi.., reginwnt into ~ction, dit'd ,tt E# a<; on tht· 3rn of June • .lnd 
hi!. renMin .... we rc intcrn·J oeM thn'>c of hi.., tnt! brig<ldit:r. 

During th{! following day, both ,lrInie<, ret.lined their rc '>pective 
position<;, and l\Lush,tl Bere ... ford, having received n ;inforcement<;, the 

2nd divi .. ion W<l<; enablt-d to re-occupy its former g round between the 

V d.lverdc anti B.ltl.ljOS millJ .... 

On the IXth, Soult. " th(' Duke of Dalmati<l," comnH:nced to 
retire. On the <;d.I11(.' d.ty the D uke of \Vell ington rC.lched Albucra, 
for on h('aring o f the F n'nch m.lr.,hd.l\ .ltkUlC(!, h" h,ld u'>cd ,Ill pos~ i ble 

exertjon~ to come up .mel comm,U1d in pcr'>OI1. 

After examining the '>(dte of .lffd.ir'>, the Duke ue,>i r«u Bere,>ford to 

follow the French c<lutiou<,ly, whih,t he returned to Elv.-l.s, and the ~ iegc 

of Badajus was re-commenced. A c,lll \\ .1,> now made for volunteers 
from line regiments to assi~t the Engincer~, and it dPP ColfS that some of 
the 29th offered their '>crvices, for by the Return~ of the killed a nti 

wounded in the trenches between the 6th and 11th of June, 00(' rank 

and file of the regiment was reported as wounded. 

In. the meanwhile Gt'ner<ll Hill, who hud returned to Portugal. wa.c; 
given tht; command of the covering army, which con<;i'>ted of the 2nd 

and 4th divisions and some Spania rds. 
~ . .. ~,. . --- - - --
_, '. 1.1"» offieer al$O appears to have been of Insh extractIOn T hc notIce of hiS death 
~. ~tq~ been a "nephew of the late Aldennan Vance, of Dubll u:' Previous 
to~~ __ in tbe JQtb Fool he held a lieutenancy In the lJubhn County MJiItI4, 



fltl By Monthly Returns dated the 25th of May, the head~quarters of 
the 29th were at Almendralejo. 
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It is related that when Lord. Wellington WetS in~pectiOg the 1811 
hospitals at Elvas, on seeing some of the 29th. he ~d.iJ. " Oh, old 29th, 
I am sorry to sec '>0 m<lny of you here I" The ml:n in<;tdntiy replied, 
" Oh, my lord . if you hd..J only been with U'>, there woukl not hel ve been 

so many of us here!" So impltcit was the confidence, of even the 
humblest individual. in th i~ great man. 

EXT RACT"'; HWM G[,Nl<.;(AI. ORDER.., l'U!ll.l-.1[J Il ON Til l 6TI I (11 J UNE. 

" Quintcl, in front of Elv.ls. 

Para. 8. 

" 9· 

" 10. 

" II . 

The 3rd Rc:gim(~nt or Buffs, 29th, 2!3!"t, 57th, and 
2/66th, M(' for the pre'il'nt to he formed into a 

provi'iional batt,dion undn Lieut.-Colonel Colbornc. 

The N.C.O.·~ ,lOci Soldier.." ,m:! to remain in their 
comp<lnic'> in thLi r !:>t:Ycr.t\ n :giment<. at prt:'>ent, 

but for the purpo,>(-" of the fOrlllrltiOIl, tho~e pn~..,t:nt 

;tnl l fit for duty of e::.lCh of thC::'>l: regiment,> .-In.' ro 

be:: di\'idt.d into two ('olllp.lnie<;. 

The Colour., of the'>e re::ginH . .'llh to Ix: "'en l to Elvas, 
undt'r the cheLrg-e of the ,>('nlor officer of celch. who 
\\- ill Ix: thefe. 

Tht' provisiOllcll L.ltt<lIioll i., to be in Meijo r-Ct'n l 

Lumley"" orig,Ld{', in the 2nd JI\'I<.;ion of illf,tntry. 

\V t LLlN(, I u N. " 

Informa tion having heen received thut tht· force'> under l\l,lf..,ha!s 

Marmont, and Soult. had formeu , l junction. and were clg<lin advclncing 
to relieve Badajos, the covering arm)' W,L., ordered to conccntrd.le at 

Albuera. The blockade hewing Ltcn rai..,ed on the I jth, the troops 
re .. passed the Guadiana, and the 2m\ di vis ion joined the m,lin Mmy 

uqder Lord W ellington, at Elvas. Soon ,lftcr this, the 2nd dnd 4th 
div·ifiions were cantoned nca r Evant. On tht! 25th of June. the head­
q~rs Qi the regiment were in bivouac near Torre dt! Mora, and on 

tlR::~stb.4f July the regiment wa:; qU:lrtered ,If Villa Vi"osa. 
z 
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.00 EXTRACTS FROM GENERAL ORDERS, 7TH AUGU!.T, 1811. 

I. The provisional battalion, con'iisting of the Buffs, 29th,3ISt, 

57th, and 66th, to be broken up, and the Buffs and 57th 
each to resume their separate formation in the usual 
manner. 

2. The officers and men present fit for duty, in the 29th, 3 [st, 
and 66th are to form a provision.ll battalion under command 
of the senior officer of the three who shall be present fit 
for duty; and the officers, non·commi-;<,ioncd officers, and 
privates fit for duty of the 29th and 66th arc to Lc formed 
into three companies of Cdch rcgm1cnt, and tho!:>t, of the 
31St into four, for the purpo!.c of thie; iMttalion. 

5. The Buffs, 57th, and the provi:,iOlMi b.-ltt.liion ,lr(:! to form 
d. separate brigade in the 2nd divl:,ion. 

On the 27th of Augu'>t, the 29th were at Port<t1cgre. From the 
beginning of September, thi'i brigade undf'r command of Lieut.-Colonel 
W. Stewart. of the Buffs. wa'i occupied in movement ... llang the valley 
of the Tagus; between Ni,a and Pen a Macor. ,tnt! in communicating 
with the main body of the army near Fuente Guin,lklo, during thl:' 

combat of EI Boden. 

On the 25th, the regiment wa .. !>tatioO{'d at AJdca D 'flj<;po, and 
when, on the 28th, the French army fell back toward!> Salamanca, the 
British troops resumed their cantonments. whil'it Lieut.-Colonel 
Stewart's brigade retired gradually to Portalegre. 

The three regiments which had suffered most severely in the recent 
campaign being ordered home to recruit, on the 3rd of Octohe.' the 
following orders were published :-

PROVISIONAL BATTALION ORDER. 3RD OGTOBER, ISH. 

"The 29th Regiment being ordered for England, Lie .... ~ 
L'Estrange cannot take leave of them without testifying ~ ~~ , 
at the manner they bav.e co~ducted themselves whl~ ~,t~ 
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command; if his approbation can be considered ac; ~l gratification by a 18n 
Corps which hac; di<;tingui<;hed it,>elf on every occa<,ion. he to; happy in 
taking the opportunity of expre<;<;ing it, a<; wdl <1'> hi .. regret, at its 
removal from his provisional battd.lion." 

GENl:RAL OlU>LR, FRI·N~IJA. 31W Ot TOIU'I{, 18 , r. 

.. The Commander of the F orep,> h,l'" received the order .. of the 
Commander-in-Chief, to .. end to England th(· 29th }{l'giment, the 85 th, 

and 97th. 

These regiment<. h.lYe .111 b('(-']1 di .. tingui .... hnl ... in~e they have 

belonged to thi <-. army, p..trticul.lrly til(' 29th . lllti 97th. \\ hich b.1VC lwcn 
with the army :'0 long. Tlw 29th l.md(·d with the ,inn} three y (AclN 

ago, and they hav{' been di...,tingui ... lwd in {'Vt'C} .ke lion that het.. heen 
fought in that period: and the COInnl<llHlcr of tht! Force.., i'i hdPPY to 

add, that the conduct of all th('<.,c troop .. ha<., het' ll ('quail}, regul.lr III 

their C<lntonllwllt" ,wei camp, ,I" it ha<., heen g,Lll.un in the field, 

\\'J J.L1N(,TO~." 

GFNLI{ \1. ORllI It 1,\ L!l-.ul.-CI !>oJ-RAJ. II II'~ 

" P ort.Lkgr<'. jth Octoher, ISII. 

"Considering the Jt' ngth of tinH' the 29th Rl'gimellt het ... ocen 

under his orders, and tht.: dJ'>tingui .. hed m,lll1ler in \\ hich it h,I" al ...... l} <; 

conducted itself, ...... tc~tified in th e (;('ner,ll Order of the Comlll.U1lkr of 
the Forces, Lieut.-Genl'rdl Hill c.mllot .dlo~ it to quit the 2nd di"i ... io n 

of infantry without cxpres<,mg to it hi" W,LrOle<,t approb.:1.tion and 
thanks for its good conduct, and hi!'> regret at being deprived of their 
services." 

On the 25th of Oetoher, the head-quarter~ were at Li ... bon, and 

~ Gregory was ordered to rejoin. On the 2nd of Novt'mher. the 
under command of Major Tucker, embarked nn H.M.S. 

~;t~'~; ~' ~O:4 guns, which left the l';\gus two dd.y~ l<\ter, 
~ boisterous passage, arrived at Portsmouth on the 1st 

Havirur disembarked on the following day, the regiment 
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t8t. s;narched to Havant, and thence to Steyning Barracks, where it was 
jpined by its depOt, under command of Captain St. John Lucas, with 
Lieut. James Brooks and Ensign Ensor. These had left Worcester on 
the 9th of September, for Horsham Barracks, where they were 
stationed awaiting the arrival of the head.qudrters from Portugal. 

On the 10th of December, the regiment wa<> reviewed at Steyning 
Barracks by Major-General Houston, when the following officer!. and 
men were reported as being absent :-

Prisoners of War.- Captain Patison, Lieuts. H. Birmingham, 
C. Stanhope, and .33 Privates. 

Attacked to the Portuguese Army.- Captain W. Birmingham, 
Lieuts. C. We<;tern and George Hillier. 

In Charge of Sick itl Portu.t:al.-Ensign Geo. Ford. 

The nationality of the officers, &c., anJ height of non-coInmi'>!.ioncJ 
officers and privates, were as follow~ 

1 ____ En&h<h "'""" ' o~ ~ Orelln 

1-
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-- ----
I 

--, 
1 

, 
~ 

, 
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O n the following ddy the reg iment W,l~ inspected by its colonel. 1811 
Lieut.-General Gordon Forbes, who cau.,cd the following Regimental 
Order to be published :-

,. S teyning, 13th Dec., 181 J. 

"Lieut.-Gcnerd.l F oroc .. h<l~ chdrged the comm,mJing officer to 
express to the Tt'giment his perftct .,<lti~ f,lction with their .-l.ppc,uancc 
on parade ye,:>terddY. l-k off('r'> all hi., be..,t congr<lwl.ltioll !:> on their 
rtrriv<li in EngJ,md, ,tnd fed .. eVI:ry confidence th"t their con~uct in th i~ 

country will ensure them the con t illu,U1CC of th,.t high .tlll! di~tingu ishcJ 

ChM,lckr which ,lccoll1lMnied them during .Ll} their '>crviccs in the 
Peninsul..t r \Va r. " 

List of Officer'> of tht' 29th F oot Oil whom gold med,lIc" clasp~. 

,md cro~sc~ h,\(1 bct:n conferred in rewdrd of milit.lry <;erviccs from 
T 806-- 18 T 5, with their r,U1k J.t the time II -
---- -- -------

N.= Rank ,!,on, 

C.ugh, And", ... M- III ~IaJut, 'lIIh ~OO\ ! 'lo.hl Compo.n ,., 

v.l!, ·n,,,,,,,,. " C.p<all' <,u< ..... ,I~ '0 Cu 
",.n, 

Honbl. (, A , ..... .- Col,,,,.1 C"",n'~n,lal R. 

Way, CNi:Of)', H " " M oIJQ' " blK-<, ... leo.l,oCon 
m.", 

Wb~, D,m,.1 X< T.' Colo,,'! " !,u<'LC<'d.,! '0 Con 'nl.nd,,(I'cs;;' ", R,,~~~. V,,,,,,,,,,, 1;04 ...... , 
me'" Albuer~. 

W .. , .... , Cbu. M T M MOJO< 8111 C."ad Ol't, M ')0' BIll l.a, ,,,' 

• M_M<:<Ial I X - I.""" 

Medals for the Peninsular campaign were not issued till J 849. 
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t8fJ.-'NAMES, FROM MUSTER ROLL'; AND C."SUALTY RETURNS, OF OFFICERS, 

NON-COMMI!o!SIONf.:I) O"'FICER~, RANK AND FILE Of<' 29TH, KILLED 

IN THE PENINSULAR WAN.. 

R.liFa, I7th Aupst, I808. 

Lleut.-Colonel-Honbie. C. A. F. Lake. 
Serjeant-Major-Richard Richards Serjeant-Henry Rostern. Corporal-Mark Brown. 

Barker, Josh. 
Bamsley, Jobn. 
Beli, Wm. 
Bro'lt'n, Mark. 
Clarke, Goo. 
Cluff, Jas. 

Cocktlyne, Geo. 

CODnor, John. 
Curti!., H. 

Privates-
.Featherston Fras. Parbns. }o:.b. 

GIles, Alex! Pass, Chas 
Grog:1n, Sylvester. 
Henderson, John. 
Hu!ohand, Rlchd 

Knox, Jtts. 
1 .c~1 !., 'rhos. 
Massey, Tho .. 

Milibank, Henl Y. 

Perry, Goo. 

Peterson, Nrchs 
Pmnager, Thus 

Reardon, DCnl<i, 
RKhard 'lOn, Ja~ 

RIgby, Jas. 
Sharp, Fred. 

1/itmero, 21st August, /808. 

Stevenson, Archd. 
Stubbs, Benjm. 
ThomP'K'n, Wm. 

Townsend, Jas. 

Want, E<h\'ard 

Warnell, Jno 

W:ltts, Thos. 

Weimar. Joseph 
Whelan, John. 

Corporal-RIchard Franklyn Prlvate-Gunn, Th05. 

Heighls 0/ Grijo and Ca/:!a/toJ, Irlh May. r809. 

Drummcr_ Forbe., Robert Pnvatt:-Clough, James. 

Talavu'a de fa ReJ'ta, 271h and 281/t Ju/;·, 1809· 

Ser.,eant-Joseph Ma.rtln Corporal<;-Gco Duckworth, Jno. Palmer. 
Pnvat~ 

AUeson. Robt. Gladson, ThO'!. Kenagh, Jas Schofield, Jno. 
Armstrong, J no. GarsIde, Robt. Lord, John. Sbelmardme, ThOll. 

Aspinal~ R~hd, Griffith, J no. Newlands, Wm. Slater, Jno. 
B.t.mes, Wm. Hayes. Wm. Nev.'lon, Wm. Smith 2nd '1'1101. 

Bayles, Josh. Hefferman, Jal. Pearson, Wm. Teston, Thos. 
Coningwood, Jom. Hird. Thos. QqlOn. Pat. Tyler lit J ... , 
Evans 1St J no. lohnstan, J no. Rogg, Edmd. Tyler 2M J-.. 
Findley, Robt. Jones, John. Rhodes, Josh. W.ui.J .... I. 

Wiltituu, W .... 
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Afbuera, 16th MaJ" fSI I. 
Captain-John Humfrey. Lieut. - Wm. DuguId. 

Ensigns- Frands King, Edward Furnace, RIchard Vance. 
Serjeant-Jas. Farmer. Corporal-Jas. M'Intyre. Drummer - Joseph CrI.!cber. 

Adams, Jna. 
Allen, Frands. 

""Dailies, Joseph. 
Barciay, Absalom. 

Barker, Jno. 
Birch, Wm. 

Bolton, J no. 
Bonsanger, Jacob 

Boston, Joseph. 

Boyle, Thos. 

Brooks, Thos. 
Caple, Thos. 
Carig, Thos. 

Cassidy, Jas. 

Chadwick, Jno. 

Ch.arlesworth. Jona-
than. 

Clegg, Jas. 
Coogan, Jon. 
Couts, Finley. 

Craig, Patrick. 

Dalton, Garret 

Davellan, J oseph 
De-'ln, Robert. 

Devine, Patrick 
Dickie, AlexT. 

DingweH, )no. 

Doherty, Jno. 
Donal(holl, Jas. 

lJougla~, Thos 

EddIe, Wm. 

EH:r1Clgh, )no. 

Faghcy, Tho~ 

Gardmer, Robert 
Good, Will. 

*Gou!d, Wm. 

Crallam, Wm. 

Grimes, DaVid. 
Gnm~haw, I )a, Id. 

l'rivatcs-

Hall, Joseph. PJen;e, Hugh. 
Hawkins. Wm. Poole, Chas. 
Henly, Thos. RIdley, Robert. 

HolJing, Wm. Ryder, Thos. 
Holmes, Wm. Shepherd, Robl. 
Hughes, Bnrn:-.l,y. Shore, ROdger. 

Kmg, Lawrence. SIddle, Jno. 

"'I ~1nc, Jno. Smtth, Alc>..r. 

McConv1l1c, l 'nt Stcwart, Jas. 
MclJowall, Peter. Stewart, Robert. 
McKeon, Hcnjm. Sweeney, Wm. 
Mc..N:lI11'Ua, Patk. Taylor, George. 

Mackay, Thos. Tha)'~, Saml. 
Nell, Luke Tterncy, 1'hos. 

Oi;den, Thos. Wearer, Ja!>. 
O' Hara, Dan!. Whitcraft, Wm. 

Olll\cr, Jno. Voule Wm. 

I'clJderv:m~~, Rlchd. 

lJ,td of IVolmds- Selgt.-Major john Kulnnl>otl, 3 ::ierjt:ant\, z Corporah-, and 

41 Pnvates. 

Colonel Leslie rdate!. that "during the I11.lrch from Portsmouth to 
Havant some fine pigs happened to pass the regiment, ami a soldier 
remarked to his comrade. 'My eyes. Jack. them's fine pigs!' This 
~rk being overheard by a patriotic bystander, he exclaimed, ' Pigs! 
wOMld you like pigs?' and there and then bought them for the men, 
~ the ,regiment continued its march, driving not prisoners, but-pigs 

~J~~ ~fr) it." 
, ' 
Ttpfon.l, three Worcester Olen in the reglmenl amongst the killed. 

1811 
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GENERAL ORDER, HORSE GUARDS, 24TH DEC .. 1811. 

"Officers of the Infantry are to wear-a Cap of a pattern sImilar to that established 
for the Line: a Regimental Coat simIlar to tbe Private men's, but with lapell! to button 
over the breast and body: a grey doth Great Coat, com~~ponding in colour with that 
established for the Line, with a stand-up collar, a cape to protect the shoulders, and 
regimental buttons. 

In ('SSe of regiments employed on foretgn serVIce, the Officers are to wear grey 
Pantaloons, or Overalls, with short boots, or ".itb Shoes and Gaiters such as Private men's. 

The Field and Staff Officers of Regiments are to conform to the foregomg Regula­
'ions. the same as tne Officers of C'ompames. 

When at Court the Officers of Infantry tire to appear In long CaUl'>, With cocked hats, 
as at present. 

The Epaulettes and Wmgs of all Regimental Officers, arc m future 10 be of the same 
description without any other distinction than what IS prescribed by the General Order of 
9th February, 181 0. 

Captains of Flank Companu:.-s who have the llrevet milk of Freid Officcrc; arc to wear 
'Wings' In additIOn to their Epaulcttes, Officer~ of the Grenadier Comp:my to have a 
• Grenade,' those of the Light Company a bugle horn below the prevlou!>ly mentioned 

badge of rank on Evauleue strap." 

About thiS period officers of the Light Company earned a curved ,\clnlltar-shaped 
.word, suspended by slings from the shoulder-belt. 
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CIfAPTER Xl. 

the 3rt! of M,'fCh, d\ 12, I [ R Ii the Prince J{( ·gent. 11\ the 1812 
(MOle ,1Ild o n tht, lwh,Llf of the Ktng, \\,\" plt'<l-.c,d tl) approve 

of the word" ROl t 1 \ ,. ht:lIlg horne un the colour~ ,lilt! 

appomtnKnt" of tlTe 29th (or \Vorc(;' .... tu..,hirL) RLg1ll11..'nl 

10 recogni tion of it .. d i!>tingui .. hed conduct III th.!t b.tttlt: 

The rt'giment W,l'i !>clected for \Vllld..,or <.Iut)', and I1lclf<.hcd from 

5teyning in two {1!vi .... ion .... on thL 20th ,1Ild 21'>t of Apnl, on <1rr1Vlllg 

at Wjnd~or it relieved the :-,t,lfforci",hm: J\Idlti,\, which IMd be~n 

qUclrtcred there ne,lrly fifteen yc.lr.., 

On the 18th of J line the Congre"., of the U nited StdtC'> of 
Amcric.l declared WM 'lg'lin~t EngLlIld 

EXTRACT J.KO,\' "K1ltl:ht'~ Pa\jagc.} oj Workmg Life." 

"SunddY evening, 16th August, the B._mel which Wit'> pldying in 

the Long VVdlk, wJ. ... suddenly ordered bclCk to Rlrr.lcb, the rc.l~OI1 

for which wa~ the drriv,tl of the Extr<lonlillMY G.lIctte, containing 
Lord Wellington's di<;patche. ... rd.l ling to the Victory of S.lldmancJ., 
whereupon the regiment marched to the in!.plring tunc of 'Col iT.l,' into , 
a field adjoining Frogmore G.lrdens, ,md fin"d J. feu-de-joic. 
A practical joke, with a somewhat ludicrous tt'rmiIMtlon. was here 
played on a sentry of the 29th, a man who had more than once cros!>ed 
bayonets with the French, clnd held been twice wounded .It TdJavenl, 
&iAg one n~Yht posted beneath d. privatt! dpp.J.rtement under Queen 

. .i~thls Gallery, the sentry !.tlW d. fi~un .. in bl.lCk approaching, he 
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l8i~ challenged it. but not recdving any answer, brought his musket to the 
cha.rge. and advanced towards it, on which the figure disappeared, but 
on its re-appearance the:: scntry, crying out' I'm lost! I'm lost!' fell . 
prostrate. Even when a mischievous artis t was shortly afttr compelled 

PRIVATJ::S OF LIGHT, ANI) Of GH.ENADIEH. C OMPANV. 1812. 

to leave his pleasant appartment. c::trrying with him his phantasm:tgo,~' 
devices, it was difficult for many, in the somewhat benighted' .to~~~: 
comptehend that optical delusions wert: not difficult to ma~:'. 



337 

The regiment W<LS in<;pected by Major-Gcner,ll Di ·,!l(·Y on the 1812 
25th of May and on the r 2th of October. Oil the former occ,l,> ion it'> 
strength was 43 serjecJ.nts, 40 corpor.t1!>, 16 drummer,>, 634 r.lnk <t nd file 
The colours were represented ..IS being "lxld," but J.ccording to 

regulation. 

EXTRACT:' l-ll.Q:\1 STANDIN(, ORJ)J l{'> 01 H M. 29TII (011. \VOR( r:.,nh­

!-'IURJ:) RLGIMLNT OJ< FOOT, l'R1NTLD It\" LUl\DON, 24-TII J U~l, 18 12 -

Umfonmty vj DYe' I, 

"Upon home !><: fvice, Field dnd Mounted officer~, ro <lppedf in 
white bltlwr breechec;, high ,:nilit<lry hoot'> of the ~.tme IMttern, .md 

rcgul.ltion "'pur., 1\t morning JMr'Hle~, .dl other officer .. will dre:.!' in 
white IMnt<lloon~ .md h'llf bOOb , but ,t t ,dl n vit'w'>, in'>pectlon!:> hy 
gener,ll officer'>, public .111d ft!giment,lI tlutit",>, in bldck cloth 

legging,> ..tnt! white brtechc!>, the former to colm.: clo'>c up to the 

knee, with two button':> of the breeches knee. only to .lppe.tr <lbove the 

top of the g.titer. 

No uther th.m bL1Ck <;tu<.k<. cl,l!:>PLd behind, <lgreedble to the 

regimentdl IMttcrn, to be worn. 

Gortefs-U pOll <111 f( VlCW'>. odd d,L) '>. lll.\f<.hc'> puhllc clllt! 

regimentAl dutie,>, Lbtenl.'d do'>c up lht' c,t(J( h. WIth nLb,lnd.., <tnll 

ro~t:!tte!> corre!>ponJing in colour to thi.. f.lung,> 

Three button hole,>, vf the J,Ld .. et 1.lppe! to turn b,tck, .md fnll '> 
worn outside; the !:o<unc numlx..:r of button,> ..tnt! white t:dgUlg to the 
jdckets as were worn on the cOdl'>. 

Sashes, to be tied uniformly over the left side. 

CliPS, being the est<lbli<;hed uniform for the .lrJny, they ,lre to be 

Worn perfectly straight ovc-r the forche<lu, .md in JM},ing complimt:nLS 

~er to be c.ken off, but thl:! right h.md brought over the pt!dk to the '. 



JItI Upon service, marches, and duties of fatigue, grey pantaloon 
overalJs will be worn, six buttons opening at th~ bottom; and great 
.coats, of the same colour, agreeable to the late established pattern for 
the army. 

OjJi&et's' Epau/cltes must be all of the same pattern, and unifonnly 
put on; they are to pass under a silver braid, fastened w as to keep 
the epaulette perfectly steady, and the pad must come up close to it. 
The epaulette to be sewed on cloth of the same colour as the fdcing, 
which should be, when llt=W, of a pd,le lemon colour, and kept clean 

with English pink. 

Re.g£meretal Swords only to be worn, .md ,dWHyS in the bdt. 

Officers will wear their sword:::. at all limes when in uniform 
(excepting in their own room .. ). and always d regimental sword knot, 
and white leather gloves at all parades and dutie~. 

The Colours. 

The Colours are to be at all times tre;.tted with the highest respect ; 
they are to be carried by the two senior ensigns present. In times of 
danger, the officers carrying the Colours will consider them .. eJves as 
responsible for the honour of the regiment, and to defend them at 
every pen;onal risk. The minds of soldiers must be impressed with 
the duty incumbent upon .lil, to defend their Cnlours to the last 
extremity; dnd of the infamy and disgrace that attend!> the base 
deserter of this important pledge entrusted to then fidelity and valour. 
Officers passing the Colours of their own, or other corps, to mark their 
respect by taking off their hac., or saluting in Cdp!:.. Non·Commis­
sioned officers and soldiers to observe the same. 

Men's Necessan:es. 

The comp1ement of necessaries must always be kept up to the 
following Establishment :-

J Good shirts, 2 pairs hose or socks, 2 pairs of good 3h~ ] ~, 
indifferent. 
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1 Pair good black leggings, I jMir indifferent, r good foragf~ cap. 1812 
Regimental stock and clasp. Brushes and black ball. Worm, 

screw, brush and picker. Buff stick, hair comb, and razors. 
Any change .. or additions according to climate, will bt= 
ordered accordingly. 

Musil, Drums, alld F~lcs. 

The Master of the Band, and the Orum-Major are always [0 be 
serjeants in the regiment, and ()bep~cI as '>lIch. Cymbals. Big Drum, 
and Tambourines, when employed are considered as belonging to the 
Band. " 

In the Miscellany Books, at the \Var Office. j<, a \Varrant autho­
rizing the Commissioners for the Affairs of Barracks to appropriate and 
fit up barrack room'> for reg imental '>chooi'), and to issue co •. ds and 
candle .. for the .. ;une, dat<.-"(} :qth July, 1812. 

In the Army Ll;,ts pubhsh.:tl auout thl~ tim.:, the faC1ng~ of the 29th nre given as 
being yeUow, and the lace ~llver, It may he a~ well to mentIOn that the iatl.:r referred 
only to the epaulcttes, and hat la..:c. 

Officers of the 29th d id not wear lare on their jackets, or coatee~, till 1830' 

The regimental lmud (half-an-mc.h brood) worn by privatc~ wa;, white, With two dark 
blue, :lnd two ydlow stripes, the latter being on the outSide, 

Scrjeants' sasht."S were crimson, with one yellow stTipe. 

It appears that about tillS time the officers' ~h()uldcr-hclt plate and !>klrt ornaments were 
altered; for those at prcsent in usc wcrc-

, " . 

Breast Pia/(, t-l'lain Silver, with gilt, raised ornaments j i, f ,. In ccntrc, on 
a wreath, wa$ the Lion crowned, slalo"t Kl(ordont, encircled hy a garter (with the 
motto, "Uoni soil," &(,,), surmounted by a crown j from the bottom of the garter 
and extending either way was a branch of laurels, below which was a scroll with 
" ROLF.lA." 

The SIlirt Ornamenl, t about two inche~ in diameter, was a wreath of 
lawe:ls surmounted by a crOwn; in the centre of the wreath was "29," with 
«~OUttA " :Wove it, The whole wa, emhroidered in silver, on scarlet cloth, 

, , ,t-, \~. Am ~10lt to Mr. S. M. Milne, or Ciliverley, near Leeds, (or inrormMion IIlIOU\ these 1J&<.Jge5. 
..... ',4:!1:!!1:.~' on yellow cloth, 2~ ill. ~Iver bnitl $trap •• nth mnuer, II twisted bullioo silver 
~t "!"Uh ,. ~olal fII,."foll."lth .. RoutA" between palm lind lmure\ branch", 
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1812 It is quite possible that the silver button, "with '29 ' encircled by a laurel wreath,"t 
which was worn by the officers, up to 1833, was in use at this period. 

General Order dated 6th July, 18 I 2, instituted the rank of Colour Serjeant, whose 
distinguishing badge was a "Regimental Colour," supported by crossed swords, and was 
worn above the chevrons. 

So high was the ch~racter borne by the regiment, that its numbers 
were soon completed, and it once mort'! received orders to proceed on 
for ign service. 

1813 Leaving Windsor on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of February, in three 
divisions, the regiment, under command of Lieut. -Colonel Gr gory 
Way, marched for lortsmouth, and there embarked on board the 
" Malabar " transport, for conveyance to Cadiz, where on landing on 
th 23rd of March, it went into quarters at Isla de Leon, and Major 
Hodge proceeded on command to Tarifa. 

hortly after the inspection of the regiment. 111 December, by 
Colonel the Honble. Edward Capel, Lieut.-Colonel Way, who was still 
suffering from his wounds, was obliged to return to England on leave. 
H. M. King eorge 1 11. , having previously granted this officer per­
mission to wear the Order of the Tower and Sword, presented by the 
King of Portugal, now made him a K. C. B. 

DEPOT, I T 3. 

When the regiment left Windsor, its Depot marched to Chichester, 
where it was inspected in May by Major-General Houston, and 
in October, by Major-General Richard Bingham. On both of 
these occasions two colours "good" were returned as being in 
its charge. As the Depot was not in charge of any colours when 
inspected on the 9th of May, I 8 I 4, it is quite possible they had been 

t It is said that this "wrcallt" was adopted to commemorate the services of the 
regiment on board the fleet. 
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sent out to replace those carried by the regiment through the Pp.ninsular 1813 
War. I n the mess-room at Norton Barracks. Worcester, is one side of 

FRAGMENT OF R EGIMENTAL OLOUR CARRIED IN TIl E P EN! ' SULA. 

the centre of a R egimental Colottr, which was presented by Colonel 
A. A. Dick t the r g iment when stationed at Aldershot in 1877. It 
wac; aft('rwards mounted and framed, anti on the 29th being ordered to 
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lI'lI India in 1879. it wa.q left in charge of the Dep6t. It will be observed 
by the accompanying illustration that "ROLEIA," which was granted in 
in March, 1812, i<; the only bauie borne on the colour. From the 
present appeard.llce of the gold wire with which that word, the lion, and 
regimental number, are worked, it would seem that they were all 
embroidered at the !.alT\I;! time. and therefore it is quite probably a piece 
of the colours which the Depbt hRd charge of in 18 I 3, for those 
presented in 1824 afe now in posse~sion of Lord Strafford. 

1814 Early in January, 1814, the regiment took up quarters at San 
Fernando, and in February, embarked at Cadiz, on board the " Leyden," 
a Dutch 64. for converallt.c to Gibraltar, where, on landing it occupied 
quarter<> in the- King',> llcl!.tion, Town Range, and Blue Barracks. 

The following paragraph, concerning the Calpe Hunt .LOd the 
29th Regiment. i ... taken from the" Hi .. toric .. of Gibr.dt<lr," by Colonel 
Gildea and Lieut -Colonel Gilbard :-

"The orlgm of the CaIre Hunt IS rather doubtful It certainly appears (rom the 
only documenf.l, connected with the Cadit Club, still extant, that on the breabng up of the 
CadiZ gam:.on, the hounds were presented to Ihe 29th Regiment, In )01nt ownership With 
the other reglment~ quartered on the Rock The entry, In the Account and Record Book 
of the Isla de Leon Hunt, IS a~ foHows -' Apnl 29, 1814. It was tIllS day resolved by the 
remainIng members of the Real hla de Leon Huntmg Club, that the hounds shaU be 
offered to the officers of the 29th Regiment, who onglnally sU~"lbed to them, and to the 
officers composmg the Huntmg Club now estabhshed at Gibraltar.' 

"The Isla de Leon Hunt Club eMabhshed by the Btltlsh garrISon at CadU., 
claims, therefore, the honour of havmg l>upphed the nuclcu~ round which the Calpe Hunt 
was formed." 

On the 30th of April, the regiment, under command of M-.jor 
Hodge, was inspected by Major-General Widdrington, who re~ 
the colours as "good, and according to regulation," but in his 10 COftji­
tlenti.a! ReptJr" " the following remark appears: "The colQUts .have SP.e;(I­

so much honourable service in the field that little of them i .. ' left 00 • 
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poles. "II Tht' in.,pecting officer al~o c,llI,>ed tht· following Orde l to he 1814 
published :-

BRI('AlH D}{lll R" 30TI! J\/,hTl, 1 X 14 

"In t:xprc<;<,lng t he very gn,.lt <."lt l'·,f,lctl0n 1\1,ljOr-C('ncr.11 

Widdrington \M<; dcri"ed from hi ... in"pcction of the :!9th Regime nt 
this day, he feel !> It ,I duty incumhe nt upon hllll , :lnd ,In .let of ) u<;ti ce to 
Major H odge. ,md the officer.." <l11d non (,OlTIllW,"IOIlCd offict:r ... (If the 

corp", for the manner ill wllleh tl]('], h,lvt" flllfdietl \\ lth <,() much honour 
to them .. dve ... , a nd the puhlic ",<'rv iet!, the Import,lIlt dutie" <ltt.lched to 
their particular .,t,trion'>, both in tT<uning. ,\1)(1 <.,\:'( urmg he,llth ,lod 

comfort to the ,>oldie r ... , and by •• m t'x,unpk. con"'ptcuou.." in directing 
their mind .. to p,ltno ti sll1 <lI1 d t'nterpn",e 

0' The ch!:otingu i,>hed honour. tlli" ('I)rp" h,\,> n'ce\\f"d for Intn']lldny, 

d uring the grc,Ht''' t ,md !1lo'>t <lwful ~ -'Vt'nt" the t') e of ,I ,>oldte r (' vcr 

gd.7.ed 0 11. Ic,W(''> the M'\Jor-(,~ Iltt,1I ltltl!· mon' to ".1) I he 1l11llt.lf}' 

prowe,,, of tht· 29th RC'g'lnlent \0;111 ,ldJ ,Ill tllu"tnoll'" IMge to th< 

records of Bntl"h v,lioUi ,U1d herol"tll !'\oth!O~ hut th( gre<ltt"t 

a ttention on the p.lrt of tht ofhu_:r" .md a /( .doll" .lppltLltloll on the 
part of the men, ( ould h.t\ (. hrought the h.-llt,IIIOO 10 o""ch <l 

forward '>tale of dl'>clplllle, '>0 hIghly uetill,ILI(' III clll n "Pt-u.!> T he 

Major-Generdl ..... ill mo!.t s lIlcerely ... tate L n hI!. Rt port. <1"0 ... trongly 

as is in his po ..... e r, hi ~ entIre clpprobation .tnd how much he h,J..::. been 

gratified by the <,o ldierlike ,lJ-l pe.trdllce. the correct movelllent'>, .Inc! 
good conuuct of the corps If the !\.1,ljor-(,ellt'rc\1 m Igh t be pcrmmed 

to obey the impulse of hi '> own ht',lrt, h(' /.-.lIl Llot conclude wIthout 
wi~hing Major Hodge. the offite r '>, ,IIJd men. ,.l.fter 0,,0 honou rable . 1 

return from the fatigues, harcbhlJ)"', ,llld tl,lI1gcr"o to \\-hl th they h.1Y/.­

~ so much exposed, a comfort,lLk ,lilt! lllllilterrupted enjoyment of 

il;1c ,remaining year!. of their life ." 
--------

j ' 6 ,TbU ~st'rerer to the coloun. earned by the f("gnnent through the recent 
~tiIIi am ' 



344 

> 
Nothing of moment, except the death of the lieutenant-governor, 

Lieut.-General Colin Campbell, and his interment in the presence of 
·the whole garrison, occurred during the !?tay of the regiment on tht· 
Rock. 

The Treaty of Pari!> having been !:.igned on the I fth of April, 

troops were now withdrawn from Spdin and Portugrll, and <;cnt to 
America to carry on with grc.'lter vigour, the war which the Congress 
had declared two years previously. 

The regiment having been Jninutcly in<'p('ctt'd on the 8th of June. 
was placed under the command of M'l)Dr-Gencr,a1 Go .. ~cJ tTl , ,md ... hortly 

afterward ... emhnrkNl for America. Having ,trrivt'd 'll T " Iwriffe, it 
remained in the harbour of Verd Cru/ till the 24th m'>t,Ult, when it left 
for Bermuda, whe re tran."iport<; h,wing bl'cn changcd, it .."tiled again for 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, aod on <lrrtvmg there on the 20th of August. it 
encamped near the Freshwater Run. 

Six days later, a combined nav.1i and mihtary ('Xpedltion (of which 

the 29th formed part), under comm,md of RCM~i\thmr<d Cnffith and 

Lieut.·General Sir J. C. Shcrbrooke, C.C.B., <, .. 111ul for thL Penobscot 

River. 

The F ort of Castine, !'ituated on 0:\ penimub on the ed.'itern .. ide 
of the river, was summoned on the I S{ of Scpttmber. but on the 

'American officer in command refusing to ... urrendcr, drrangements were 

made for disembarking the troop" , before however thi., could be 
effected, the enemy, having blown up their md.g.vine, evacuated the 

j>la<:e. 
The fort having been occupied, it wac, determined to oQta.in 

possession of the U.S. frigate" Adams," which had run up the ~ver 
to Hamden, where her guns had been landed, and by way of ~r' 
mounted on the shore. 

It being judged advisable to establish a post on th ..... ~; .. 
¥' as to be able to afford support. if nec<"ary. to the ro~~ 
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the river, Major.General Gosselin was directed to occupy Bdfast, with 1814 
the battalion companies of the 29th. Tht Flank companies, under 
Captains Cell and Coker, were attached to the force. commanded by 
UeuL·Colond John, 60th Regiment, which wa~ ordered to proceed by 
river to Hamden. On reaching Ball \ He,\L! Cove. on the afternoon 
of the 2nd, the troops immediately commenced to land. and the 
enemy's picquets having been dislodged, tht' force bivouacked for the 
!light. during which it rained in('e~santly. 

Having got under arms about 5 o'clock tht" following 91orning. the 
trOOps advanced; the ships and gunboats on tht-ir right, moving up the 
river at the same time. The fog was so thick that it wa ... il1lpo~sihlc 
to form a correct idea of the feature.., of the country, or to rt'connoitrc 
the enemy. who were reported to he 14-00 strong, and untlt'r command 
of Brigadier-General Blake. 

Between seven .md eight o'clock. the Rifle company of the 
7/ 60th, which formed the advance guard. being sharply engaged. half 
of the Light company of the 29th. under Captain Coker. wa~ sent to 
its support. 

The column had not advanced much further, when the enl!.my, 
didwn up io line. were discovert'd occupying it very "itrong and advan­
tageous position in front of tht' town of Hamden. Tht~ir left rested on 
a high hill, on which were mounted several ht<l\,y pieces of cannon 
commanding the road and river. 

[n order to rake the road and narrow bridge, by which their 
. ~~,iJants were obliged to advance, the enemy had placed some light 
;·~~eces in advance of their centre; their right re!ited on a strong 
~ ~~;tPpui, where an 18~pounder had been plact:d in position. 

but somewhat ilI..directed, fire of grap~ and musquetry 
io¥.~"'''ll1e attacking column, and Captain Cell, who was It:ading 

..... . "''' aeverely wounded. 



340 

tl." The bridge having been crossed, the troop .. immediately deployed, 
and charged up the hill to get possession of the guns. Some of the 
advanced ones, having been captured by the riflemen of the 60th, the 
enemy's fire commenced to slack('n. When Captain Coker, with the 
Light company of the 29th, gained po'>scssion of the height-> on the 
enemy's left, it was di!iocovercd that the "Adame:;" frigate W(l~ on fire, 
and that the battery which defended h(,f, was de<;crted. The enemy 
being now driven in at all pointo;, ,mel their po<;ition captured. the 
expedition pushed on to Bangor, which was reached without ~my 0»p05i. 
tion, and here Brigadier-General Blake, with 'icYcr,ll otht'TS, ')urrendcred 
themsf>lves. 

Twenty-two pieces of cannon, and'thr('c stande:; of colour,>, this day 
fell into the hands of the expeditionary force. 

In the affair at Hamden, 3rd of Septl'mbt"r, 18 14. th(· F\;\nk com~ 
panie~ of the 29th <;uffcr('d the following ca<.,u,ilti('!-. -

Killtd-Pnvate Peter Bracewell, LIght company 
Wouna'ed-Captam Thos Cell (severely), 2 rank and file 

One of the latter, Private ISdac H ol l, of the Grpnadwr company, 
died shortly afterwards from effect of hi" wound ... 

Lieut.~Colonel John's force returned to Ca .. tine on the 9th, where 
Major-General Gosselin, with the battalion companie~ 01 the 29th, was 
also directed to rejoin General Sherbrooke. 

The Fort at Machias being now the only remaining post in the 
enemy's posse .. sion between the Pcnob..,cot and Passamaquady BaYI 
Lieut.-Colonel Pilkington was ordered to procf:.!f'd ~ult1 occupy it with a 
detachment of Royal Artillery, and the 29th Regiment. On the evening 
of the loth, a landing was effected at some di"tance from the fort, which 
after a very difficult night march, was taken posses sion of early the 
next morning. A capitulation was signed, by which the f:.!nemy engaged 
not to bear arms against his Britannic Majesty during" the rema.inder 
of the year. 'On this occasion 24 pieces of cannon were tak-en.~ 
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of. Having destroyed the fort, Colonel Pilkington'!> force returned to 1814 
Castine, which W<LS now ~tr()ngly fortified. I n December the T red.ly of 
Ghent WdS signed, Peace Wd.'j concluded with Amerk'l, <.l.nd the eV<lcua· 

tion of Castine agreed upon. 

nrrOT. 1814 

The following offict:r'>, who h,l(j for some time been pri~oll('r.., in 
France, r(,joined their Dt'pta thi ... yeM. vito -C.lpt'lin~ II. Birmingham. 
A. Pali!>on, .loci Lieut, Ch,1.rIt;~ Stanhope 

On the 29th of Stptcluhef, Lleut -Cololwl Sir G rt-gory \Vay. 
K.C.B. , exchdnged to the nnd Foot, If with Licut -Col John Tucker, 
who had u .,hort time pn·viou ... ly been prumoted into th.lt corp::. from 
the 29th. 

On the JISl of DecemiJer, .l un.ular \;':1 5 TL'(.ClVt::d from the Adjutant (jenernl, 
dm!ctmg a Du(!:le H orn, wlIh the number of the r~~!lllcnt below It, to be 110m on the 
Caps of the Light Infantry company 

It may il1t< . .:re<.; t ..,olne to know th<lt \Vil!i,llll Vincl'nt \Vall,lce, the 
composer of the cl1clrOling oper,I'> of l\I,lfitMJ.l, Lurline, A moer 
Witch, &c., &c., .... ,\". the ,>on of the b,lIldm,\~ler of the 29th Regiment, 
he wa~ born .tt \Vdtcrford l~t uf Junt', ,Sq .1Ild buried in October. 
1865, in Kcnsal Green i..l·mell'ry, h} the. '>il\e Di H,Me. 

------- -----------
* On leaVing the 21)th R~glmen', "'If {; \\..Iy \\a'o pre~ ... ntetl hy tho.. officer~ wIth a 

piece or Plate With the foHowmg m~cnptll)n ~unuountcd by the "'lo\\cr and Sword " _ 

i'rc~cnted 

By the Ofhc.er~ of HIS M<lJt:sty'~ 

29th RcgmlCnt of loot, to 
LJt!ut -Colonel Sir Gregory Way, K"' C. n. and 1\: ' . T' and::,J. 

Deputy Adjutant-General for N.ll, 
And late In Command of that Corps, 

In Acknowledgment of their Gratitude for 
the Warm Interest he Inv:lrJably dIsplayed 

wherever then welfare :tnd happlllcss 

was cotlU!rned 
Dec, 1st, 1814 



fJii On the .8th of April, .8'5, H.R.H. the Prince Regent, in the name 
and on behalf of His Majesty, was pleased to approve of the word 
" PEliINSULA" being borne on the Colours and Appointments of the 
29th Regiment, in commemoration of its service50 during the late war 
in Portug-.d and Spain, under Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington. 

On account of Buonaparte's escape from Elba, and his subsequent 
operati01l3, the regiment, under command of Major G. Tod, sailed 
from Castine in May, and having arrived at Spithead on the 4th of 
June, landed, and marched to the POTtsea B<lrrdck .. , where it proceeded 
with the least pos~ible deI.-ty to complete it~ equipmt'nt for service in 
the Netherlands. Colonel Tucker having now t,\ken uver the command 
of the 29th, issued the following order :-

Rl':GIMI-;NTAL ORDER!', 8TJI JUNt:, J815· 

"Lieut. ~Colonel Tucker was' particularly desi red all taking' over the 
command of the 29th Regiment, to ~xpress the pain and regret felt 
by Lieut.-Colonel Sir Gregory Way, when another appointment 
obliged him to relinquish the proud situation which he held at the 
head of the corps. 

His high feeling of their conduct on every occasion involving the 
credit and honour of the regiment, renders all commendation weak 
and unnecessary; it is only in his warm interest for the char<l.cter of 
the 29th Regiment that Lieut.~CoJonel Tucker presumes to rival him; 
baving now succeeded to a command which has long been the object 
of his proudest wishes, hI! only entreats the assistance of his brother 
officers, and soldiers will surely never forget the corps to which they 
belong. . 

In a few days more we shall be called into the field, by the ~ 
~ire of His Grace the Duke of Wellington, and I trust our ~ 

" 

there, will not weaken the gracious kindness and regard by .. ~" 
has never failed to distinguish the '9th Regiment" 
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Having re.emh,lrkC'd on the loth, on bOd.rd the "Leyden." the 1815 
regiment landed at Ostend on the 13th, <lilt! proceeded in bo,H'. up the 
Bruge'i canal to Ght!tlt. which Wtl., rCdchcd on the 15th I-'u.,hlllg on 
from thence in all h,l'>te, it <lrriH.:d nC,-IT ~'n(Jugh to th ... tinctly he,ir the 

firing, but, to the grc,lt di.,appo1tltmcnt of ,in Tunk .. , too I.lte to tLlke pMt 
in the battle of Waterloo 

After (hi." it Wd'> employed tn e'>corting pn '>olwr!' for emb.1.rkdtion 
at Ostend Returning to Ghl nt. the regiment lbtl uuly over 1-1 .1\-1. 
Louis XV] I I tlil the 24th, whton It flJ.lf(ht"d. with jMrt of the 7th 
Fusilier." UlH .. lt:r comm,md of Colont 1 "'Ir F Btl}...( Ilt'y, for" P,tri., The 
King of Fr.Ule(', e.,corlt d h) .1ilolJt 200 of hi'> I,lJ.lrd .... left Chua 
ell the ~dnlt' tlltH , hut It , .... ,\ qW .. ·'>tlOll , ... helher Ill., troop!> would h,lve 
prov{'d dn L1CqU I'>ltIOll III th{ cVt'n t of ,lIl ,utdLk ,I!'. they were conv/::}cJ 

in W.lggOIl'>, <uld h,ld only the Llppe.t r,LnCL of '>oldler'> 

A Return, d,ltui Gr<1ll1I1Wnl, 21th June, g1\t:''> the n<1mc,> of the 
followmg ()ffict'r~ cl'> being pn. '>(>llt \,,!th thL I <-gUll( Ilt 
beut Colonel Tuder 
Majors 

Captams 

H odg(., and lod 
1 l'alISOll, BlTImngham, H 
I Glegory, Stanhope 

(.ell, Llllot, ~lahon, ('uker, SlannUl>, 

ueutenanls 
I Poph,lm, Pcnn\l\l:toll, RCld, I \ an", HI!.!!::'>, ' L~ll, "'ulll\:m, Lovelock, 

LUUh, Utodlillo., lord, Rlcli:mJsoll, Arth , 1 1\.(CcraJd, Cha~ , l ilo}nc, Klfild (,l hIJOn~, ~Ilphn , l-ll lIon, \\m L , BOVIi!, Cdwd 

J Johmtom., "Ill , 

~ l'Iu\::cr.lld, John , 
Paymaster Humfrcy, l hmr 
Adjutant Wild, Ben)n 
Ql,larter Master Gillespie 
Surgeon Stanford 

l),\on, Heur} ParkLT, \\'m, AkLr~, J L , 
'" light, (ha~ , Wild, H enr} , Sitwell, Rout 

Assi&t. Surgeonl> Palker, Wm, and I.ay,uer, )<1'> 

On the 6th of July, the rt'gimcnt .lrrived ,It ~t Gcrmdlll, "here 

iJjoioed the army under the Du)...c of WellmglOn m camp neM P<lris. 

,~ :w.u 'placed ill M<l.jor~Generdl Sir Morley Po"er~ I.mg<lde (which 

.. ~ M the 6th division) dnd the followmg ddy moved to 
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t.tS During the occupation of Paris by the allied army, Frenchmen 
took every opportunity of insulting its officers, and it ha'\' been dlleged 
that a club of F rot!nch officers existt..J, the members of which had <;worn 

to devote their lives to the killing of them on<.:: by one. Most people 
have read" Harry Lorrequer, " in which Lever tells us of d French 
captain , a member of <such a club, who bocl<,ted of already having 
killed a dOlen Engli .. h officers, and promi!:>ed to go on with this work, 
and how that one evening, having swaggered into hi!-> u .. ual Cdfe, and 

finding hi .. accustomed :'l!d( in possession of one of them who wa.., 
quietly reading .1 ncw~p<lper. proceeded to in '>ult him, hr<;t by taking 
away the hghu" dnd lheLl .,natching the jMpcr out of hI" h,l11d .. , f.tiling 
to obtain the explanation ht.: sought f()r~ he brought hi.., hed down on 
the officer's foot, who ..,tlll took no nOlice of tht' in'>ult... The French­
man then called for d gh .... , of br.lndy, clod putt11lg hi ... f<tce clo~e to the 
Engli!>hmdn '~, ~<l.1d in .1 loud voice " a votn; cour.lgt; Angldis," and 
tossed off the liquor. Sc.lrcdy h,H_I he time to ~w,dlow It, when the 
Englbhman ro~e ... lowly from hi., ch.lir, and with one ... tride WdS be.,idc 
the Frenchnull , ... t'i7ing hi~ no~e With OOe hand. while with the other he 
grasped hj~ lower jaw, With the ~trength at <I 111.\11 ~t.llldi ng 6 feet 6, ,lnd 
broad and ::.trong in proportion, he wrenched open the bully's mouth, 
and spat down hiS thnMt. The Frenchm.lll ru!.hed from the room, 
holding hi!> lowt-'r j.1W with both hands (for it was fractured), dod was 
never again seen at that cafe . 

•. We may add," says Mr. Douglas in his book on 'DuelHng Days 
itt the BritIsh Army,' " that the English officer in question was the= 
late General Sir James Simp~on, t who for a time commdnded the army 
in the Crimea." 

The following reason i~ given by officers who served for many 
yeiU'S in the 29th with Sir James Simp,>on, for his conduct on 
this occasion. Whi1!>t Simpson was recovering from wounds receiv~ , 
at Quatre BrclS, a great friend of his had unfortunately ialle,!- bY!!t 

t Captain Slmpson e.J:changed from the 1St Foot Gua.rds to the 29th FOO(} • .. jL r\ 
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hand of this Frenchm,ln, who!:>t:: name .wd h.lbits Sunp!:>on h.lVing d<;cc r- 1815 
tained, as soon .l!:> he W.l'i cOllvdic<'ct!nt, he rcp,ured to the c,lfe, th(· 
bully'!. pldoct! of re~ort, <lIlU purpo,>L1y pl'lced 11lm..,df in ill'> WIly 

On the 24th of July, the ,dhul troops werc n .. vlt.!wcd by Ii I M 

the Emperor of Rus!>la. 

On the 10th of Scpt<..mhcr, ,1 ,>qu,luron of Life Gu,lru .. ,:tnu the 

~9th Regiment were oruen ... u to St Cloud, .. lilt! pl<H..cd ,it the dl!:>PO!>.d of 

Sir George Scovell 

On the 23rd of CktIlLt'r, Sir Manly POW!..!f lH'>p(c t',cl the regunc lll 
(&trength 6, &erJc,lnt'>, 56 corpor<1l ... , 2.2 drumm<.r ... ,md 8)8 IJll V,lt(!,» .n 

Neuilly camp The only officer"' n,, ported ,lb<,ent \H.n .. - Gcncldl Cordon 
Forbes, Capt.un,> H Hlrmingh'l111 (Conllll.lIlder-m-LhH.:f .. 1e,IVC), VI/ 

Elliot (Bngd.d\cr-l'vLljor 16th I3ng.ldc), Lll:ut rho'> H,llnllton , .lIllI 

A<;sistant~Surgcon \V PMkcr ('>Icl lc,IVl) 

It llLlving been decI(kd to klTp d Bntl"h ltllltmgt'llt III Fr,Ulu' of 

30,000 men, o f which 10.000 Wt..f( 11 ,lllov ~·n , Ill"'. on the 30th uf 

November the regime nt t<lguhcr With th4 1, 16th .llld 1 /71~t , W , l::' 

placed in M,ljor-Gener.tJ Sir r Br,ulfurd" bngJ.~k Tht 29th W.l!) J. t 

first qUdrtered ,tt AtHJn: ... y Ull the ~LltlL. but on the l oth of U ett'llloer 

marched to V cr .... lllJe~, where It )01l1ul thl 6th bng.ult:. On the 2Bth 

it continued its m<lrch to St J u~t, and thence to Ch.lUmontel 

IJl' I'IJT. ,815. 

On the 24th of Feuru,lry, 1815, the Depot. under colllnMlld (If 
Captain W. W<.1de, md.n..hed from CI1l(.he~ter to Htl ... ecl B.lrr,lck ... , J.nd 

later on embarked for the I "Ie of Wight, where on ,1rnv.t1, It touk up 
quarters in the Aluany 13.1rrdck.., 

On the 2nd of August, a Genera! Order .... a ~ H .. U.1Wd rdatlll to tile arnl~ of the 
Ir4ant:y being co browned," anti on the :nnd another Onh.r that the cap thw In u~e by Eqtry of-the army should be dl~contmued, and on,- of an approved pattern 


