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4888  Their replies were as follows :—

The first answer received was from Major Gregory L. Way, who
served with the 29th from 1832-50.

“ Wick Hall, Brighton,
March 30—86.
“ Dear Captain*Everard,
When quartered at Plymouth shortly after our return
from the Mauritius in 1838, the offer of becoming Fusiliers was made,
but declined by Colonel Simpson.

It a meeting of officers was held on the question, it must have
been.when I was on leave, for it was on my return that I first heard of
the offer, and of the unanimous wish against any alteration or addition
to the well known and well loved-—29th.

Yrs truly,

Grruory Way."

The second reply came from Lieut -Gencral John McNeill
Walter, * C.B. —
« 27 Holland Park, W.,

6 April, 1886.
“ My dear Sir,

“ 1 am in receipt of your letter of the 29th March—it
will give me much pleasure to give you any information relative to the
old 29th that I can recollect or may have noted. My father served
with the Regt. for a long period. 1 was with him as a boy, and served
in the Regt. from 1835 to ’39. I have eyver entertained the greatest
regard for the Regt., which I consider on®of the most distinguished in
the Service—none in my opinion have a higher record.

"
YLy P
A g Tl

* Lieut. Walter exchanged 1o the goth Foot on the 8th of May, 848
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What you read in the United Service Gazette is perfectly true. 1888
The Service companies of the Regiment landed at Plymouth on the
oth of March, 1838, from the Mauritius - the Depot companies had
been quartered at Mount Wisc Barracks for two years previous. My
father was in command of the Depo6t comp® and I was the Adjutant

Colonel Simpson, who had been Adjt of the Guards at Waterloo,
received an invitation to dine with the Duke of Wellington at the
Waterloo Banquet—and on his return it was notified to the Regt that
they could be made into a Regt. of Grenadiers or Fusiliers if they
wished it—all of us juniors were anxious for it —but the serior officers
were oppostd to it, and it was decl:m,d The reason 1 heard given
was—that to be made a new Fusilier or Grenadier Regt. would distract
from the great distinction that the 29th had earned. We Subs. were
disgusted, as we would have been made 2nd Licuts., and ranked over

all Ensigns.

Amongst the officers opposed to the change were the following —

John V. Evans,
John Walter.

(Thos. B. Hickin ()
IR:chard LLucas, Comd* Light Company

Lieut. J. G. Weir

Majors {

Captains

There were many strange and grand old customs kept up in the
old corps—At Mess we always dined with cross belt on and dared not
take off our swords. Before all parades were formed,—guards paraded,
picquets marched—a drim and fife beat off * Hearts of Oak '

After dinner-—after the Health of the Queen was given, the
gm?!eﬁet@t gave ‘ The Custom of the Mess'—this led to many
stibny when there were ladies at dinner.
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(838 Do you recollect a very large and old snuff box* that the
regiment had ; have they it now? It used to afford great fun when
any young fellow joined, as it was supposed for the time being to
belong or to be held by the ugliest man in the regiment.  For years it
was held by Major . . . . . .. Shortly after the arrival of the
regiment from the Mauritius, it was decided to have a new service of
plate, and that of thé Service and Dep6t companies joined. Each
officer of the regiment, serving, received some small memento of the
old silver. I got the c¢nclosed [a saltspoon, date 1802] and have kept
it in my desk ever since, and I now ask your acceptance of it.

Sincerely yrs,

J. Mc N. Warter.”

“'Hd. Ors;,
York, 20 June, '84.
“ My dear Everard,

““ About the year 1826 (I think) my father was to have
got the command of the 29th, but he was given the 93rd instead. He
often told me (he died a few years ago) that the Regt. was offered the
distinction of being made Fusiliers or Light Infantry about that time.
That is all I know. The Regt. had also black drummers. T wish I
could give you more information.

Yrs sincerely,

H. G. McGrecor.” §

Colonel the Honble. H. Manners Monckton, who in 1850
exchanged as captain to the 3rd Light Dragoons, says :— After

* When the regiment was stationed in Jersey in 1875-76, Major Murchison used
often to mention this snuff box, It is smd to have disappeared about the time the
regiment went to India, viz, 1842.

§ Now Col. H. G. McGregor, C.B, A.p.c.; half.pay the Worcestershire Regiment;
exchanged to the 2gth from the 17th Foot in 1869, as Captain.
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watch setting ‘ Rule Britannia’ was often played instead of * God Save 1838
the Queen,” in memory of the 29th having served on board the flect as
marines ;" and Major Lyle writes : = IFor years after I joined (7843),

the drums alternate nights at tattoo, played off with * Hearts of Oak,’
which tradition said, was instituted to commemorate for ever, the action

of the glorious 15t of June, 1794, in which our regiment had serious
losses.”

While mentioning these old regimental customs and toasts, it may
not be amiss here to give two sobriquets © by which Col. Monckton,
Surgeon-General Trousdell, and many other old officers of the regiment
say, the 29th was known in years gone by these were ' The Old and

Bold,” and * The Guards of the Line.”

On the 29th of May, Major-General Robert Ellice inspected the
head-quarters of the regiment at Plymouth citadel, and reported :—
““There is one black drummer, the last of a corps of black drummers,
The arms are old and unserviceable , application for new arms will be
made when the whole corps is assembled. The accoutrements of the
regiment have always varied from other regiments. New accoutre-
ments are now ordered for the whole regiment according to regulations,

with the exception of the Star on the pouch, which is sanctioned by
authority.”

On the 1st of September, the new accoutrements were taken into
wear by the regiment. In this supply the old regimental bayonet
belt was discontinued, the new belt being of the regulation pattern.

Being relieved on the 17th and 18th of October, by the 46th and
85th Depbts, the regiment marched in two divisions from Plymouth
citadel to Devonport, where it occupied the Mount Wise, George's
Square, Picquet, and Granby Barracks.

* The *Yein Openers,” “The Eversworded ’ “'I'wo and a Hook,’ are also old
regimental nicknames.
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1838 On the gth of November, Lieut. Brown, with 1 serjeant, 29 rank
and file, embarked on board the ‘“ Devon” tender, for Pendennis
castle to relieve Lieut. Cuninghame’s detachment, which returned to
Devonport the next day.

On the 29th, the funeral of Captain and Paymaster Farewell took
place at St. George’s Chapel, Stonehouse.

Early in December, orders were received to recruit to the full
establishment of 739 rank and file.

1839 On the s5th of February, a detachment, under Ensign Walter,
embarked on board H.M. steamer “ Meteor " to relieve Licut. Brown's
party stationcd at Pendennis castle. It rejoined head-quarters on the
12th of May. ‘

On the 18th of February, five companies, under command of
Major the Honble. C. A. Wrottesley, marched to Tavistock ; the
remaining five, under Major Hickin, proceeded to Plympton and
Ridgeway, where they were billeted during the re-election of Sir
George Grey at Devonport.

By Warrant, dated the 22nd of February, 1836, the universal pattern lng star plate,
worn on the chaco of non-commussioned officers, rank and file, was abolished, a round
brass plate three inches 1n diameter, ribbed honizontally and edged with a raised wreath of
laurel leaves, the whole surmounted by a crown, being substituted.

The Battalion companies had the reginental number in raised burnished numerals
i the centre; the light company, a small bugle above the figures. On the
discontinuance of Dbearskin caps by the Grenadiers of the regiment, and adoption
of the chaco, a similar plate to that worn by the ILight company, but with a
grenade 1n its centre 1n heu of a bugle, was introduced. These chaco plates were
worn up to 1855. A patent leather chin-strap, and a fall behind, was also, by the
above Warrant, directed to be added to the hat. [Vide 3rd of May, 2840).

On ghe 23rd, the regiment returned to its former quarters, and on
the gth of April a detachment consisting of 1 serjeant, with 21 rank

and file, under Ensign Molle, was sent to Nicholas Island ; #t setusned
to head-quarters on the 11th of May.
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OUn the 3oth of April, four companies which were in the Mutton 1839
Cove Barracks moved into Cumberland Square.

The unfavourable harvest of the two preceding years having
occasioned much distress among the lower classes, the opportunity was
seized by people of a revolutionary character, to excite the masses to
riot and disorder. ‘* Chartists,” was the name assumed by a considerable
body of the lower orders, who shortly after the passing of the Reform
Bill in 1832, demanded a new Charter, or thorough re-organization
of the Lower House of Parliament In the autumn of '38, these
people, armed with guns, pikes, and other weapons, held, many large
meetings in the North of England, and i "39 the country was so much
disturbed by such assemblagest and the many excesses committed by
the Chartists, more especially in the large manufacturing districts in the
north, that the strong arm of law was found nccessary to curb them.
In the meanwhile these disturbances were extending further south, and
on the 23rd of Apnl, in consequence of mtelligence received of
serious riot having taken place at Taunton, a detachment, under com-
mand of Major Wrottesley, consisting of three companies, viz, the
Grenadiers with Captamn Drake, Licuts Way and Cuninghame, the
Light company, under command of Lieut Byng, and that of Captam
Congreve, with Licut Gerard, Assistant-Surgeon Hawkey, wb,
6 serjeants, 2 drummers, with 104 rank and file, marched to that town,
but its services being no longer found necessary, it was ordered to
South Wales, where disturbances were threatened by the audacious
conduct of the Chartists. Marching thercefore to Bristol, 1t crossed
thence by Packet to Newport, Monmouthshire, where it was received
with welcome by the inhabitants, and billeted m the licensed houses of
that town. Later on, one of the companies marched to the workhouse,
there to be quartered. From an early hour on the 1oth of May, the
town was in a state of great excitement in expectation of the arrival of
ﬂ#ﬁ Chartist leader, Vincent, who two days previously had been
HM&& hrs house in London. The Mayor and Magistrates of the
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Mborough, attended by all those within a circuit of 20 miles, together
with the Lord-Lieutenant of the County, were at their posts at 7 a.m.,
and proceeded to swear in special constables to the number of 500.
The detachment of the 29th Regiment was under arms at daybreak.
These preliminary arrangements having been made, the police arrested
one Townsend, junr., and on the arrival of the Packet, Edwards,
another notorious Chartist, was taken into custody. A slight and
ineffectual attempt at a rescue was made. During the whole day the
banks and shops were closed, business was at a standstill, and the
utmost consternation prevailed throughout the town, as reports were
rife that a large band of colliers would make an onslaught towards the
evening.

Although public meetings were for a time abandoned, it was
ascertained that secret organizations continued to exist. It was there-
fore thought advisable, in case of further disturbances in Wales, or the
manufacturing districts of Wiltshire and Somersetshire, to have a force
concentrated at Bristol to form a point dappui. With this idea a
detachment of artillery was ordered there from Woolwich, a troop of
the 1oth Hussars from Dorchester, and the 29th IFoot from Devon-

port.

On the 8th of May, two companies under command of Major
Hickin, marched for Bristol, where they arrived on the 16th; these
were followed on the 13th by two other companies, under Captain
Eaton, and on the 14th by the head-quarters and three companies,
under command of Lieut.-Colonel Simpson.

Previous to this, Major-General Ellice addressed the regiment on
parade in George Square, and expressed in the highest terms, his appro-
bation of the general conduct of the corps during the period it had been
under his command. On the head-quarter division reaching Ivybridge,
Colonel Simpson proceeded on leave of absence, pending hjs exchange
to half-pay, and Major Evans, who joined the head-quarters from leave
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of absence, took over the command. As the division was marching 1839
from the Cheddar Cliffs into Bristol, Ensign Walter, who was carrying

one of the colours, being taken unwell, requested to be relieved , the
Adjutant, Licut. A. T. Hemphill, asked Major Evans’ permission, on
which the latter rode back, halted the battalion, and dismounting, took

the colour, and carried it for some time, making known to the regiment

that the last time he carried colours was as a volunteer at Rolica or
Vimiera. That night Major Evans was taken seriously ill, and being
shortly after sent to his sister's house, died there on the 2nd of July.

On arriving at Bristol, part of this division went into billets, and
part occupied the Armoury mn Stapleton Road

After the arrest of Vincens, the Chartists in the neighbourhood of
Newport being more quict, the Light company, under command of
Lieut. Byng, was ordercd to rejoin hcad-quarters, and reached Bristol
on the 4th of June On the 19th, Ensign Power, 1 serjeant, with 25
rank and file, marched to Trowbridge , and on the 15t of July Ensign
Croker, with 1 corporal and 30 privates, proceeded to Newport to
relieve the Grenadier company. Captain Congreve's company, with
Ensign Croker's party, remained at Newport till the gth of October,
when they both marched to join the regiment at Woolwich, where they
arrived on the 17th instant.

The 29th was now ordered to Northamptonshire, but previous to
its departure from Bristol, Col. Farmer, C.B., issued a Garrison Order,
dated the roth of July, expressing his approbation of the conduct of
the regiment whilst stationed there.

The following day, Captain Alves, Lieut. Stepney, 1 serjeant, with
29 rank and file, marched for Trowbridge, where they were stationed
till the 6th of October, when they marched for Woolwich.

On the 11th of July, three companies, under Captain Sharrock,
and the next day, head-quarters and two companies under Major
Weottesley, marched for Weedon, where they arrived on the 18th
amd 19tk
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Major Hickin, with three companies and the following officers,
viz,, Captains Eaton and Phillpotts, Lieuts. W. Hemphill, Brown,
Durbin, and Molle, remained at Bristol in the temporary barracks at the
Armoury, till the 5th of October, when they marched for Woolwich,
where they arrived on the 12th.

On the 22nd of August, orders were received for the establishment
of the regiment to be ;;ugmented from the 12th inst. s® as to consist as
follows . 10 companies, 1 colonel, 1 lieut -colonel, 2 majors, 10 captains,
12 lieutenants, 8 ensigns, 1 pay-master, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master,
I surgeon, 1 assistant-surgeon, 1 serjeant-major, I quarter-master
serjeant, 1 paymaster serjeant, I armorer serjeant, 1 schoolmaster
serjeant, 1 hospital serjeant, 1 orderly rbom clerk, 10 colour serjeants,
30 serjeants, 40 corporals, t drum major, 13 drummers and fifers, 760
privates.

On the 6th of September, the head-quarters and the Flank com-
panies marched into the Northampton Barracks. A detachment under
command of Major Lucas, consisting of 2 captains, 4 subalterns, 1 staff,
12 serjeants, 1 drummer, and 242 rank and.file, was left at Weedon.

On the gth of October, Captains Weir's and Palairet’s companies
from Weedon, and the Grenadiers from Northampton, proceeded under
command of Major Sharrock, by rail to Deptford and Woolwich. The
next day, head-quarters from Northampton, under command of Lieut.-
Col. Wrottesley, being joined at Roade by a detachment from Weedon,
under command of Lieut. Walter, consisting of 2 subalterns, 1 staff,
5 serjeants, with 135 rank and file, proceeded by rail to London and
Woolwich.

Writing on the 26th of April, 1886, Lieut.-General Walter said i—
I met the head-quarters at Roade and marched with them through the
City of London, and arrived at Woolwich barracks the sameday. The
officers with us were Col. Wrottesley, Lieutenant J. O. Lucas, Ensig::g
Fred Coventry, Geo. H. Jones, and Surgeon C. T. Ingham, We
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marched through Temple Bar, passed the Horse Guards, over West-1839
minster Bridge, to Woolwich. 1 commanded, and marched with the
leading com, but [ could not say jfor cerfain whether our bayonets
were fixed, but I feel sure the band played t—I at the time was under
the impression that the same privilege had been granted to the Regt.

OFFICER OF —
“ BATTALION " COMPANY. “GriNADILR T COMPANY.

4s to the Buffs, and for the last 45 years have mentioned this circum-
stance when speaking of the regiment, and it was never contradicted.

1 'In a previous letter this officer wrote —* and marched through the City of London,

with droms Dheasing and colours, fhus establishing our right to do so—the same as the
Bufer
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1889 1 understood that it was Colonel Wrottesley's interest that settled the
matter, his relations being connected with the city.”

On the 1st of November, the reglrrnent was inspected at Woolwich
by Lieut.-General Lord Bloomfield, who the next day caused the
following General Order to be published :—* The Commandant has
great satisfaction in conveying to Licut.-Colonel Wrottesley, the
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the 29th
Regiment, his entire approbation, not only of their appearance in the
field, but of the steadiness and precision with which the several
manceuvres were directed and executed.”

On the 3oth, two companies, under Licutenants Cuninghame and
Walter, marched from Woolwich Barracks to join Major Sharrock’s
detachment at Deptford, and assist in performing the duties at the
Docks and Victu:tliing Yard.

On the 1st of December, the Grenadiers and No. 3 company
proceeded to Deptford to relieve No. 2 and the Light company.

1840 On Serjeant Tyler being appointed bandmaster of the 6gth Foot,
Licut.-Colonel Wrottesley and the officers presented him with a silver
snuff box, on the lid of which was a representation of ©* Mazeppa on the
wild horse,” and the following inscription .~ * Presented to Scrjeant,
and late Bandmaster, William Tyler, by the Officers of the 29th
Regiment, on his leaving after a service of 21 years.— 2 April, 1840.”

On the 3rd of May, the new chacos, with a patent leather chin strap, instead of
scales, were taken into wear.

Nos. 2, 5, and 8 proceeded on the 3oth to Deptford to relieve
Nos. 4, 6, and 7 companies.

Orders having been received for the regiment to proceed to
Edinburgh, on the 4th of July, the head-quarters and seven companies,
under command of Lieut-Colonel Wrottesley, embarked on board
H.M.S. “Apollo,” 46 guns, for passage to Leith. Major Hickin's
detachment, stationed at Deptford, being relieved by the 6oth Rifles,
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embarked at Deptford Dockyard on board the Government steamer 1840
“Vesuvius.” Having disembarked on the 1oth, the regiment marched

from Leith to Edinburgh castle, where it rclieved the 78th Highlenders
Small partics under command of serjeants were now detached to
Greenlaw and Leith

On the 15th of August the regimental band attended the ceremony
of laying the toundation stone of a monument to Sir Walter Scott,
the Lord Provost of Edmburgh and the Grand Master Mason of
Scotland commencing the ccremony  with the usual masonic rites

[t having been deaded to present new colours to the regiment, 1844
General the Earl of Cathcart. who m 1797 was promoted from the
coloneley of the 29th to that of the Life Guards, was mvited by Lord
Strafford to perform the ceremony, but being unable o attend, sent the
following reply

C atheart
May 16 1841
* My dear Colonel Wrottesley,

1 losc not a pomant 1n sending to you my best thanks
for your letter of the r4th inst, and for the most obhging recollection
and sentiments which you have so hindly «x\pressed on the subject of
my having belonged to the 29th Regiment

There is no event m my hic, that I look back upon with more
pleasure, than the years 1 had the happimess to pass in that rcgiment
which I never expected to leave, had it not been His Majesty King
George the Third's gracious plcasurc to move me to the Cavalry and
to his Life Guards I heard with great dehght that the 29th wcre to
be stattbned at Glasgow, and was rejoiced to think that, that circum-
startice would place me within the reach of sceing them again  but my
bealth will T fear not allow me to prohit as much as 1 was in hopes. |
still indulge myself in the expectation of domg so during the time you
%éi,mﬁdhere. I fear I dare not undertake any active cacrtion,
W I_'p;uv;‘i:ver desirous I should be to place myself in relation with the

FF
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1844 regiment to which I shall never cease to feel the most affectionate
regard, but which I fear I cannot hope to be able to perform, and I
must beg of you my dear Colonel to accept the will for the deed, and
to be assured of my most sincere regard and unceasing affection for
the 29th, which I should be most happy to prove by any excrtion
of mine.

I will take as early an opportunity as 1 am able to express to Lord
Strafford how much 1 am flattered and obliged by his proposal that I
should have the honor of presenting to the regiment the new colors,
which are to replace,in due time, those which I have often sworn fealty
and been so proud to follow, as long as 1 had any right to that honor.
Meanwhile accept the assurance of my sincere affection and regard.

(Signed) CATHCART,

(xeneral,”

On the 17th of May, the regiment was inspected on the Brunts-
field Links by Major-General Lord Greenock, K.C.B., commanding
the forces in Scotland.

On the 1st of June, the left wing, under Major Sharrock, marched
from Edinburgh castle for Glasgow. Halting at Linlithgow that night,
the following day two of the companies proceeded to Cumbernauld, and
three to Kilsyth, and thence on the 3rd to Glasgow, where they
relieved the 58th Regiment. The next day, Lieut. Brown went by
steamer with 1 serjeant, 18 rank and file, to Dumbarton castle, where
the detachment remained till the 29th of July.

The right wing and head-quarters, under Lieut.-Colonel Wrottesley;
left Edinburgh ex route for Glasgow on the 3rd of June.

On the 16th, Major-General Lord Greenock, in presence of, %
numerous and fashionable assemblage, presented new colours to the
29th, in the Queen's Park ; his lordship’s father, Lord Cathcart,ﬁhough
most anxious to be present, was unequal to the fatigue apd exgitement
of so interesting a ceremgny.

T
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After the new colours had been consecrated by the Revd M 1844

Aitcheson, Lord Greenock came forward, and in a forcible speech, in
which he dwelt feclingly on the pecubarly stione tiec which had bound
him to the regiment from his  carliest childhood entered mto a
lengthened detail of its distinguished services sinee 1ts formation (more
particularly adverting to its brilhant achievements m the Penimsula,
where on several occasions it received the high approbation of the
Duke of Wellington and lord Hill), and culogised in warm terms its
gallantry and discipline, both i the field and i quarters  Having
passed some high encomiums on its present state and appearances. his
lordship concluded by expressing his unqualified approval of its conduct
during its stay in Scotland, and the great regret he felt at its approach-
ing departure  His best wishes for its weltare and prosperity would
accompany it wherever it went, and most welcothe would be the
contingency which should bring them together again at any future
period. lis lordship then proceeded to present the colours™ to the
two senior ensigns, G H M Jones and ] W Richardson, who
received them knecling

Lieut.-Colonel Wrottesley then rcturned thanks to his lordship on
behalf of the regiment, and said that while they regretted the absence
of Lord Cathcart upon this occasion, 1t afforded them sincere gratifica-
tion to receive their new colours from the hands of so distinguished an
officer, the immediate descendant of one to whose exettions the 2gth
was indebted in no small degree for the proud distinction which it had

.+ ¥ Wnting from the Junior Army and Navy Club, May 25th, 1887, Major 1 yle says
“T'he colours presented in 1841 were cut up m my presence at Aldershot, T think m
18Go, and all the old officers who had seen active service under them got portions  The
mel of that time, got permission to have colours made up by the schoolmustress Mis
eman—this was done, and they were attached to the staves  ‘Lhe regimental celour
?hﬂ' is ﬁﬂer than that of the Queen’s, as a bit was knocked off at Sobraon  'lhis was
the' caide of a new presentation not being desued I still retan my portion of the
.Mknsimental colour, and will with pleasure send them to you, 1if you think

wem neceptable for your gollection,”
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1844 been its good fortune to earn ; he felt confident that the sacred charge
now entrusted to them under such favourable auspices would be jealously
guarded, and that they would endeavour to preserve untarnished
the honour acquired for them by their predecessors, the memory of
whose gallant deeds they would ever cherish with feelings of pride and
veneration. Colonel Wrottesley concluded by expressing his conviction
that they would alwajs entertain a grateful sense of the kindness they
had received from Lord Greenock personally, as well as from the
Countess, and of the hospitality that had been extended to them during
the period of this their first service in Scotland.

After trooping the new colours and marching past in slow and
quick time, the regiment returned to barracks, where the men, their
wives, and famil‘icq. were regaled with an excellent and  substantial
dinner of good old English fare. 1In the evening, the serjeants of the
regiment entertained at dinner those of the r7th Lancers, and of the
recruiting staff in Glasgow. Lord Greenock with his staff, the heads
‘of departments, and the commanding officers ol corps, dined at scven
o'clock with the officers of the 29th, and after the customary toasts, his
lordship proposed “ Success to the New Colours,” which was drunk 1n
a bumper and with the utmost enthusiasm.

The old colours, which were afterwards presented to the Colonel,
Lieut.-General John Lord Strafford, arc sull preserved at Wrotham
Park, near Barnet.

A photograph of these colours was taken in 1886, with the help
of Mr. Lewis Taylor, and the kind permission of the present Earl,
whose father, when serving with the regiment, had often carried them.

Although orders had been received on the 14th of June for the
regiment to be in readiness to cross to Ireland, it was not till August
the 2nd, 4th, and 6th that it embarked at Glasgow, in three divisions,
on board the *“ Aurora” and ** Tartar” steamers for passage to Beifast,
where they landed the days following. Whilst statipned .hergé a
subaltern’s party was detached to Carrickfergus.
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By Horse Guards' Letter dated the 6th of January 1842, twenty 1842
men were allowed to volunteer for service in a corps then being rased
to garrison St. Helena, Each individual received a bounty of thirty
shillings for so doing, and the number specified were struck off the
strength of the regiment on the st of I‘ebruary.

CorLours PrestntiD IN 1841 To LOKD STRAIIOKD.

On the 6th of March, with the view of preparing the 29th for
service in India, orders were received for its establishment to be raised
10.3200 ragk and file, and volunteers were received from the 14th,
#3rd, s6th; 76th, and 8gth Depots.
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On the 29th instant, 3 captains, 5 subalterns, 1 staff, 15 serjeants,
15 corporals, 2 drummers, and 333 privates embarked on board the
* Britannia " steamer for Liverpool, en voute to Weedon. The following
day the Carrickfergus detachment marched into Belfast. On the
31st of March and the 2nd of April, the remainder of the regiment
embarked in two divisions, on board the ** Britannia” and *“ Duchess
of Kent,” and on lahding at Liverpool also proceeded by train to
Weedon.

On the 8th, the establishment of the regiment being fixed at
1 colonel, 2 lieut.-colonels, 2 majors, ¢ captains, 20 licutenants, 7 ensigns,
7 staft, 52 serjeants, 45 corporals, 19 drummers, and g50 privates,
Major Hickin was therefore appointed 2nd heut.-colonel, but as he
retired from the gervice almost immediately, Major R. I Douglas was
promoted in his place. Lieut.-Col the Honble. C A Wrottesley also
retired, having exchanged to half-pay with Colonel James Simpson.

Leaving a Dep0t of 1 captain, 2 licutenants, 1 staff; 4 serjeants,
1 drummer, 4 corporals, and 33 privates at Weedon, the regiment
proceeded to London by rail, in three divisions, on the 7th, 13th, and
14th, and from thence to Warley Barracks, Tilbury Fort, and

Gravesend,

On the gth of April, the Grenadiers and No. 3 company, com-
manded respectively by Captains Drake and Kitchener, with Lieuts.
Coker and Jones, Ensign the Honble. H. M. Monckton, and Assistant-
Surgeon Trousdell, M.1., marched from Warley Barracks to Tilbury
Fort, where, having piled arms (the old Brown Bess) the men were put
into boats and taken out to the “ Beulah.” Soon after the Grenadiers
had embarked, they were ordered to break up the wicker baskets con-
taining their bearskin caps, and to pack the caps in crates brought on
board by some men of the War Department ; these were then taken
ashore, so, that was the last time bearskin caps were worn by the Grena-
diers of the 29th, who received in lieu the chaco with white ball tuft.
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About midnight on the 11th of April the * Beulah " rau aground 1842
off Dungeness Light House, and becoming a total wreck the following
morning, the detachment was disembarked, one company being sent to
- Hythe Barracks, the other to Lydd and Dymchurch. Whilst stationed
here the establishment of the regiment was completed by 20 volunteers
from the 6th Foot. At the end of the month, the two companies
marched to Dover castle, where they remained till the 8th of May,
when a steamer conveyed them to Gravesend, where they embarked
on board the * Buteshire ” and sailed once more for Bengal.

The dates of embarkation of the various detachments and of their
landing at Chinsara, are as follows :—

i
i
i

Embarked. Ship. é E : E *,':3 § —:_: 5 Landed. }
€ T |k £ = g = ’ i
C.' £ O = & = ™) !
T i SR - R — !__ —_— t
gth April “ Elizabeth » 5 8 , 7 I 137 | 18 22 |29th July |
15th “ Brooke ” 6 8 J 7 4 | 183 23 15 ! 3rd August |
1 |
| ! { |
isth ,, | “Thos. Lowry 7| 5 6 7 2 152 19 14 !Sth i
!' I
16th ,, “ Glenelg” 7 17 8 7 145 | 24 24 joth ,, |
May “ Buteshire ” 6 Wb 9 4 160 | 22 11 | 21t ,, |
i |

15th April| “Chas, Kerr " 4 | 5 7 1 | 158 22 - 23 |23d ,,

! f
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dn landing at Chinsard, percussion muskets were served out to the regiment,
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1842 The following is a list of the officers who were present with the
head-quarters on the 1st of September :---

Lieut.-Colonels  Jas. Simpson (), Robert Percy Douglas.

Majors Geo, Congreve, Chr. E. Eaton.

W. W. Drake (Grenadier company), A. I'. Hemphill (Light company),
H. H. Kitchener, ]. O. Lucas, G. Lewis Way, Geo Brown.

Edm. Durbmn, Geo. Molle, John Power, Lewis Coker, H. Picsley
1'Estrange, 'I. E Wilbraham, ¥red Coventry, Geo. H. M. Jones,
Rich Fra. Henry, Alfred A. Simmons, Jas. W. Richardson, Honble,
H. Manners Monckton,

Captains

Lieutenants {

. Thos. H. Breedon, Wm H, Macadam, Geo. A. ¥ Lott, Robert Dobbs,
Ensigns
{ Jas. Johnston.
Paymaster Jas. Espinasse.
Adjutant Kenneth Murchison.

Quarter Master Thos. €neebone,

R. Dane, M.D.
W. G. Trousdell, M.D.

Asst. Surgeons
W. Baker Young,.

During October, 1 serjeant, 1 drummer, 1 corporal, and 59 privates
died of cholera.

On the 8th of November, the regiment left Chinsard ; on the 1st
of December it camped at Atka, and on the 22nd marched into
Ghazipur.

It having been represented to the General Commanding-m-Chief that there existed a
want of uniformity in the dress caps, worn by officers of infantry regiments, Lord Hill
desired that officers commanding regiments or depdts should cause the following pattern
to be strictly conformed to :—

Circular Memo, Horse Guards, 20th of May, 18¢42.—* The cap to be of black beaver
634 inches deep, with lacquered sunk top, 11 inches in diameter, communicating by black
leather stitched side straps 3} inches wide at the top, with a band of the same which is to
encircle the bottom of the cap width 78 of an inch--black patent leather peak ; a giit
star plate, 6% inches in length, with regiinental ornaments, surmounted by a crown in
front of the cap ; lions’ heads on both._sides, with a gilt chain attached to the left, apdto
be fastened by a hook on the right side.

A ball tuft and socket.”
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Colonel Simpson being now in command of the Banaras division, 1843
and Lieut.-Col. Douglas on leave pending retirement on half-pay, the
command of the regiment devolved on Major Congreve

During this year the regiment lost from cholera, remittent fever,
&c., two officers and 100 men , amongst the latter was Drummer Geo.
Carvell, the last of the black drummers, who dicd on the 15th of July.
Major J. H. Lawrence Archer, who as licutenant served with the 29th
for a short time, and left the regiment on the 1st of November, 1848,
says :— ' When I was at Ghdzipir about 1850, there was then to be
scen the tomb of a ' Private of the 2g9th,” with the following quaint
epitaph, which strangc to say I have not forgotten. 1 forget, however,
the man’s name and date” - ¢

“1 am billeted here by Death,
And bere T must remam,
Till the last trumpet sounds,
When TI'll up, and march 1gam

Crraviar Memo, Horse Guards, 215t Scptember, 1843 —* .\ hat of folloning form and
dunensions to be adopted by the otheers and men *

Depth of crown 7, diameter at top 614, breadth of the nm 2 ~, inches,

The grenade o1 bal! for Grenadier company 1o be white throughout  those of the
Light company to be green, with a white tuft o1 fuze  those of the Battalion companics
to be red with a white fuse

Effective field officers to wear a diooping red hoise hair plume, 5 iehes in heaght,
and which 15 to droop 2 inches below the top of the hat  Phe ball or grenade of regimental
staff officers to be red throughout -—{ I tde 1114 of Mar, 1546)

On the 24th of October, Captains Edw. Boyd (v ), Molle . Licuts
Wilbraham, Jones, Henry, Edw. H. Westropp, Simmons and Jas. R.
Hope; Ensign Henry G. Walker, Assistant-Surgeon Dane, 15
sélﬁaanta, 6 drummers, with 3oo rank and file, marched for Alldhdbad

- Althoogh by the Orderly Roum Records 1t appeus that the regiment was supphed
with this hag) itis very doubtful if 1t were ever worn by the officers, for Horse Guards’
3 4 *
Citcutar dated the 4th of%ﬂtembcr, 1843, sanctioned a chaco of an unproved form
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1843 to relieve the “ Buffs,” who had been ordered to join Sir Hugh Gough's
army for service against Gwdlidr, &c.

This detachment, on the return of the * Buffs,” re-joined head-
1844 quarters on the 4th of March, 1844.

On the 27th, Lieut.-Col. Chas. Cyril Taylor, C.B, joined the
regiment, and took over the command from Major Congreve.

On the 22nd of September, as the regiment was again suffering
from an epidemic of remittent fever, the right wing and No 6 company
marched to camp at Boorkah, returning to Ghazipiir on the 3oth inst.

On the 13th of October, the regiment marched for Agré. On
account of its sickly state, a detachment consisting of Captaun Stepney
Lieuts. Coker, Chas E MacDonnell, and Walker, Assistant-Surgeon
Trousdell, 14 setjcants, 26 corporals 14 drummers, and 3352 privates,
who were too ill to march, proceeded in boats up the Ganges towards
Ghurmuktisur Ghat

On the 1st of November, the head-quarters encamped at Kusseah,
but on reaching Mainpiri cantonment, its destination was changed to
Mirath, which was reached on the 1oth of December, and where

1845 Captain Stepney’s detachment arrived on the 28th of January, 1845

When on the 31st H.M 1oth Foot marched into Mirath, the great
friendship which had for many years existed between the officers and
men of that regiment and the 29th, was renewed, and the bond of
union was made sull firmer by the friendship existing between Colonel
Considine § and Colonel Taylor.

Whilst stationed here, the officers of the two regiments joined in
giving a ball, and it was after supper on that occasion, that Colonel
Taylor made a speech, at the conclusion of which, the wife of an officer
of the 1oth rose to respond, and said * There ought to be a Colonel
Taylor at the head of every regiment!”

§ Died 4th September, 1845, previous to the Ball



433

Some time previous to this, “Our Cousins,” as the 1oth were always 1846
called by the 29th, made the latter permanent honorary members of
their Mess, and I am indebted to Captain P R Newbury, Mess
President 1/10th, for the following extract from the Mess Regulations
of his battaliont —

“ Honorary Members —It 15 here recorded that the 2nd Battalion
of the Regiment, and also the 2g9th (Worcestershire) Regiment, are
permanent honorary members of the Mess, and that the same privilcge
appertains to the Officers of the 1st Battalion 1oth Regiment, with the
2nd Battalion 1oth Regiment and 29th Regiment '

It 15 difficult to ascertamn preasely when this honour was conferred

on the 29th  General Sir R P Douglas, writing on the 5th of March,
’ :

1889, says, I think, if my mcmory at my advanced age is to be

trusted, that the 1oth made the 2gth perm' hon members of their mess
about the end of '41 or early n 42"

General Lindsay I'arrington wittes —* The arrangement by which
the 1oth and 29th becamé permanent honorary members of one
another’s mess dates back certainly as far as 1838, if not further W hen
I landed in Calcutta in the beginning of 1844, the 1oth Regt. was quar-
tered there, and although at that time 1 was m the 39th, and not the
29th, I heard of the arrangement , when we were quartered together at
Mirath in 1845, the privilege was largely used

By Circular Memo, Horse (ruards, 3oth Apnl, a new shoulder knot was approved of
for the non-comnussioned officers and men

By General Order dated the 6th of \ugust, the serjeants sash of coloured stripes
was ordered to be discontinued, and one of crimson colowr universally adopted

During this year, regulations were 1ssued forbiddmg any 1egiental record or device
being placed om the “ Queen’s Colour,” other than the number of the regiment, in gold
Roman characters, surmounted by the Impenial Crown
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1845 GenzrarL ReTurn OF THE CounTry, S1ZE, AGE, AND SERVICE OF THE SERJEANTS,
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During the month of August, the 2gth were again attacked by 1845
cholera, but the epidemic, though still raging among the other troops
in garrison, suddenly left the regiment on the t4th of September

On the 15th of October, the regiment marched for Kasauli, on
reaching Ambdélah on the 28th, orders were received for it to halt,
and on the 315t Major-General W. R Gilbert, commanding the division,
reviewed it for the inspection of H.R.H. Prince \Waldemar of Prussia,
who, accompanied by his staff, took breakfast with the officers.

On the 11th of November the march was resumed, and on
reaching the foot of the nills, the regiment was drawn up in dine, on the
road, for inspection by H.E Sir Hugh Gough, (-.C B, G C.H, the
Commander-in-Chief  Kasauli Was reached on the 215t

Ertract from General Order, Horse Guards, 20th November, 1845 ~

*The Commandcr m-Chicf having considered it hns duty to order a Court of kinquiry
to assemble, m ordcr 1o enquire mto the transactions which occurred mthe  — Dragoons
on the 28th Sept last, desires that the report of the Court may be published in the
General Orders of the army

He entreats the tommanding officers of rqgiments to draw the attention of ofhcers
under their commuand, respectively "to the consequences tesulting fiom the practice of
gymnastic exercises, after the Mess dinner L he € ommander in Chaef has
been informed that the practice of smoking, by the use of pipes, cigars, or cheroots, has
become prevalent among the otficers of the army, which 1s not only m atself a species of
intoxication occastoned by the fumes of tobaceo, but, undoubtedly occasions dinking
and tippling by those who acquire the habit, and he entreats the officers commanding
regiments to prevent smoking in the Mess Room of their several regiments, and in the
adjomning apartments, and to discourage the practice, among the officers of junior rank n
their regiment,

By command of Field Marshal
The Duke of Wellineton,
Commander i Chief
Joun Macnoxaln,
Adjutant General ”

. 4 Fide Extrpéts from letters of General Hawes, Colond Hook, and Captain Wallack,
Jate uf the gth Foot, pages 384 and 386.
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1845 Whilst at Ambélah, orders had been received for the regiment to
hold itself in readiness for active service, and on the evening of the
roth of December, whilst the officers were sitting in their mess-room
smoking, and sipping their after-dinner wine, an officer of the governor-
general’s staff arnved with a despatch, desiring Col Taylor and the
29th to march with the utmost speed and join the army then assembling
under Sir Hugh Gough to repel the Sikhs, who, having coerced or
induced the Lahor authorities to commence hostilities, had crossed the
Satldj, invested FirGzpar on one side, and taken up an entrenched
position at FirGzshahar, about ten miles in advance of the former place,
and nearly the same distance from Mddhi These orders were received
with great enthusiasm, and the remainder of that night was passed in
packing and geuting ready for the campaign.  The men were medically
inspected, and caagh served out with 100 rounds of ball ammunition

Mon1uLy RETURNS, 191 Drcevbkn, 1845

Hi1ap Quarti ks, KAsAvLI

1

Officers Present
Lieut Colonel—C C Taylor, ¢ 1 Major— Congreve
Captains Lucas, Stepney, E Boyd (m ), ] D Young, Molle, Power, Coker
Jones, Henry, W Kihy, E Westropp, C Handfield, Simmons,
Lauetenants ] F Galffie, C E MacDonnell, W F Stehehn, H G. Walker,

St G M Nugent, L Farnngton, O Carey, ] M Lyle

Ensigns jH I'rancis, Hans R White, G St ] Henderson, E. T. Scudamore,
& | A A Dk

Paymaster—Clay Adjutant—Murchison Quarter Master—Kneebone.

Surgeon—Taylor, Asst Surgeons—Trousdell, M.p., and Young,
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Leaving the women and heavy baggage in charge of Major Boyd, 1848
Ensigns Francis, White, Quarter-Master Kneebone, and Assistant-
Surgeon Trousdell, the regiment marched carly on the morning of the
11th to Kélka, where arms having been piled, the officers proceeded to
the commissariat stores to superintend the issue of tents and  the
packing of them on the camels.

About 4 p.m, the men being somewhat rested, the regiment started
for Munnymajra, and accomplished that day a march of about 23 miles.
Being here joined by the 1st (Bengal) Furopean Light Infantry, the
two regiments continued their advance towards Muadki in- charge of
some heavy artillery.

On the 13th, Licut-Col Taylor being appointed brigadier to the
. ; PR S
3rd infantry brigade of the army of the Satldj, Major Congreve
assumed the command of the regiment

On approaching Wadni, a fortified town of some importance, much
excitement was caused by the receipt of an order from the commander-
in-chicf, to the effect that, as *the inhabitants of that place had refused
provisions to a part of the British force a few days previously, H.M.
2g9th and the 1st En Light Infantry were to reduce the fort to sub-
mission.

These orders were however countermanded on  account  of
information being received that an immediate action was expected to
take place between the rival wrmies necar Mudki  During the night
another dispatch was received from the governor-general, allowing a
short halt,

The following morning the march was resumed, and late on the
evening of the 1gth, the regiments joined the army of the Satldj then
encamped at Mudk{, from which position the enemy had been driven
the ;Iii'eVinus' day.
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1845 The 2nd dispatch, which had caused the regiment to halt, had
also prevented it participating in the glorious victory, and occasioned
much discontent in the 29th, for the men, on hearing of the action,
exclaimed with unfeigned disappointment, “The regiment was late
for Waterloo, and now we are’late again !”

The 20th was played into camp by the band of the governor-
general, who very Iizincl]y sent the officers some supper. The men
having piled arms, were supplied with rations and bivouacked for the
night ; but on the arrival of the tents carly next morning, camp was
immediately pitched. It being decided to attack the cnemy on the
21st, the troops werce given a day's rest.

On joining the army, H.M’s 29th and 8oth regiments, together
with the g45th Native Infantry were placed in the 3rd (Licut.-Col
Taylor's) brigade, of Major-General W. R. Gilbert's (the 2nd) division,
but the following day, the 8oth was removed to another brigade.

The regiment had during the past nine days traversed a distance
of about 170 miles by a succession of forced marches ; the roads the
whole way were decp in dust, the days hot, nights cold, wells were
scarce, and the men had consequently suffered greatly from thirst,
So rapidly had one¢ march succeeded another that hread could not be
made, and in licu of it, flour and ottah were served out to the men to
make chapatties of.

On the 21st, with the exception of 1 licutenant and 7 men, who
were left in charge of the baggage, tents, and servants at Mudki, the
regiment went into action the same strength as it had left Kasauli,

That morning (Sunday) no bugles were allowed to sound or drums
to beat, the regimental parade was formed up at 2.30 a.m., and, in
anticipation of the action, each man carried 6o rounds of bhall ammupi-
tion and had two days’' rations in his haversack,
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No camp followers, excepting one servant for cach officcr, were 1845

permitted to accompany the troops.

Crossing the field of Mudki, which was still strewn with dead, the

several columns under Sir Hugh Gough marched to effect a junction

with Major-General Sir J. Littler's force, which was advancing from
Firdzpiir.  The junction having been made about 1.30 pom . the army

marched on Firizshahar, where the enemy, posted in great foree, and

with a most formidable artillery, had remained since the action of the

18th, incessantly employed in throwing up entrenchments

Nothing was seen of the Sikhs ull about 3 pm, wnen on

approaching their works, the skirmishcrs exchangod shots  Their main

position wds soon afterwards discovered to be, to use lLord Gough's

& » & ¥
words, ‘“a parallelogram about a mile i length, and halt a-mile in

breadth, including within 1ts area the strong village of Ferozeshah

the shorter sides looking towards the Sutlej and Moodkee, the longer

towards Ferozepore and the open country,

Instead of advancing tq the direct attack of these formidable

works, the force manwuvred to their right, and the 2nd and 4th

divisions of infantry in front, supported by the 1st division and cavalry

in second line, continued to defile for some time out of cannon shot

between the Sikhs and Fird/pir.  Preparations which were at once
commenced for a united attack, were not completed ull an hour before
sunset. On the right, was Gilbert's division, which was to attack part
of the south and as much of the east side of the entrenchments as it
could manage.

A heavy cannonade was now opened by the enemy, who had dis-

persed over their position upwards of 100 guns, more than 4o of which

* No trace of the earthworks now remains, but a monument erected on their site

PPeuates tBe‘mcmory of the officers and men who fell in their capture

GG
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1845 were of battering calibre; these kept up a well-directed fire, which the
practice of our far less numerous artillery of much lighter metal checked
in some degree, but could not silence. Having wheeled from column
into line, the 2nd division advanced in a direct echelon of regiments
from the right, the 29th leading.t By previous concurrence of the
commanding officer, the bandsmen now acted as hospital orderlies, ang
two of them in the: performance of this duty were amongst the first
wounded. The field hospital was opened on the ground where the first
casualties occurred, and Private Wm, Hearn, who previous to enlisting
in the English army, had served as adjutant 1n the Quecn of Spain’s
service, was the first man killed of the Grenadier company.  The 29th
advanced in quick time, file firing .as 1t approached the entrenched
position ; nothing could cqual its steadiness while exposed to well-
directed discharges of shell, grape shot, and musketry In one case
an entire section was swept away by a single discharge

Unflinchingly, and pouring in a heavy fire, the regiment with a
loud cheer, charged up to the guns, crossing the entrenchments only to find
that their work was just commencing, forbehind the captured guns, were
posted the enemy’s unsubdued infantry, who poured forth a continuous
galling fire.  Undismayed, however, the men pushed on and drove back
the foe. It was only on the approach of darkness that they retired, and
took up a position about 300 yards from the trenches ready to advance
again at daybreak. About an hour after the commencement of the
action, Colonel Taylor, whose charger had been killed under him, was
brought wounded to the field hospital, having been struck by a round-
shot on the side, and suffered a good deal from the effects of the blow
and shock together. He was laid on the ground with the rest of the
wounded, and later in the evening, having been attended to, and feeling
bettef, went away on a gun carriage.

ey — e e ——— e e

t In the subsequent action, when there was only one white regiment in the Srigade,
it took the central position,
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Major Congreve was twice wounded, the last time so scverely as 1845
to be obliged to leave the field ; Captain Stepney then succeeded to the
command, and was also soon afterwards wounded. Captain J. O,
Lucas (brigadéesmajor) was killed, as were also Captain G. Molle and
Lieut. A. A. Simmons. The latter, who was commanding the Grenadier
gompany in Capt. Lucas” absence, had been wounded in the foot, and
was limping away leaning on Lieut. Murchison, when a bullet struck
him in the head, and he fell dead at Lieut. Kirby's fect ; this latter
officer had also a narrow escape, for a round shot killed two men along-
side of him.

As evening closed great confusion prevailed, the Sikh camp being
on fire in several directions ; constant explosions of mines and
magazines took place, and part of the position was still occupied by the
enemy, who kept up a harassing fire during the carly part of the night,
and obliged the troops constantly to change their positions. At length,
near midnight, the wearicd soldiers lay down to such rest as they could
find on a damp sandy soil, without any covering to protect them from
the bitter cold, and suffering from excessive thirst, not having had any
water during the whole day, eXxcept some little they had carried in tins,
and which had all been consumed by an carly hour.

Surgeon J. R. Taylor’s report of killed and wounded in Her
Majesty's 29th Regiment with the army of the Satldj, in 1845-46,
contains many interesting extracts, some of which are here inserted :--

“In the midst of our labours at the ficld hospital, darkness set in.
The candles we had brought were now lighted with a view to continue
the dressings of the wounded, though all parties were fairly worn out
with fatigue and want of refreshment.  Orders soon arrived however to
put out the lights ; these not being at first attended to, were repeated,
with the explanation that we should draw upon us the fire of the enemy ;
-WQ were further ordered to remove the wounded from that place, which
'WMMW&S unprotected, and to join the regiment, which was said
{ule; a’short distance to our richt.  With the few means of conveyance
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1845 at hand, it was impossible to move all the wounded. But with the help
of the ammunition camels, officers’ horses, stray horses, and the doolies
still remaining, the greater number who could not walk, were provided
for, and it may be said of those that were left on the ground, that they
had no chance of living under any circumstances

In endeavouring to make our way to the regiment, we approached
fires, which on nearing were discovered to be tents on fire within the
Sikh entrenchments. Here we were assailed with cries from numbers
of the wounded of the regiment, who recognised the voices of our
party. Urgent were their entreaties for water, and removal. To
remove these men was impracticable, but I assured them they should
have assistance in the morning. [t was very dark but I think I
counted fifteen men in a small space close to the trenches, most of them
were very severely wounded in the lower extremities.  To finish the
history of these men, 1 shall here add, that when our troop had retaken
this ground the next day, I found most of those [ had seen there over-
night, with their throats cut. One¢ man, Corporal Withey, though he
had a dreadful gash in his throat and another across his face,
could still articulate faintly.  After leaving these men, we skirted along
the entrenchments towards another line of fires, running at a right
angle to those we had just seen before  T'here also, we heard much
noise of voices and hammering, and made pretty sure of falling in with
the regiment. We had not time, however, to approach very ncar
before some musket shots were discharged at our party, and one man
on a camel was wounded, In the hurried retreat which immediately
ensued, the natives threw down the petarrahs containing instruments,
and everything else, and made off as fast as they could. Every particle
of hospital equipment was lost in the darkness and confusion, and the
wounded were dispersed. As we were retiring we were challenged,
and upon advancing, I recognised Sir Henry Hardinge, who hastily
interrogated me about the camp. Whilst replying to him, an officer of
my own regiment recognising my voice, and hearing my difficulty, came
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up and said ‘ Taylor, herc is your regiment " It was in fact bivouacking 1845
within musket shot of the trenches, but lying silent and without fires,

so we had missed it. Thus our capability of further assisting the
wounded was altogether lost.”

“The night of the 21st December,” wrote Sir Henry Hardinge
to Sir Robert Peel, * was the most extraordinary of my life. |
bivouacked with the men without food or covering, and our nights arc
bitter cold. A burning camp in our front, our brave fellows lying down
under a heavy cannonadc which continued during the whole night,
mixed with the wild crics of the Sikhs, our English hurrahs, the
tramp of men, and groans of the dying.

In this state, with a handful of men who had carried the batteries
the night before, 1 remained till morning, taking very short intervals of
rest by lying down with various regiments in succession, to ascertain
their temper and revive their spirits. 1 found myself again with my
old friends, the 29th, 31st, 50th, and gth, all in good heart. My answer
to all and to every man was, that we must fight it out, attack the
enemy vigorously at daybreaks beat him, or die honourably on the field.”

The following morning at dawn, the troops were formed in line,
and benumbed with cold as the men were, they needed no cheering on.
The ““ Advance " sounded, and dashing forward, the occupation of the
enemy’'s camp, and capture of their baggage. and stores of .all Kinds,
was soon completed. In this charge the 29th captured several guns
which had continued to fire on them as they advanced.  The regiment
then formed on the opposite side of the camp, and on Sir Hugh Gough
and Sir H. Hardinge riding down the line, they were received with a
gratifying cheer. Parties were now sent in scarch of water, which was
found in some chatties in the camp, and as the men had been almost
entirely without any since the previous morning, such refreshment was
exceedingly welcome. The men were beginning to congratulate them-
sélves on the victory, and looking forward to a short rest, when the
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1845 regiment was suddenly called to arms and ordered to advance, for the
advance guard of a fresh army, under Sidar-T#¢j-Singh, who had been
watching Firizpir, had arrived on the scene, and was making an
attempt to re-take the captured guns and camp.

Being menaced by large bodies of cavalry, the 29th formed
square, but on the cavalry retiring, and the enemy’s artillery finding the
range, it deployed ard lay down along one of the faces of the camp to
guard the captured guns.  Being partially sheltered by a small embank-
ment, the men suffered scarcely at all, for the shots passed over them
and pitched in the regiments in their rear.  In this position the 29th
remained for about an hour and a half. when the conemy's flanks being
simultaneously threatened by cavalry, the Sikh guns cecased firing, and
retired precipitately towards the Satla;.

The men were now able to procure abundance of water, bullocks,
grain, etc,, in the captured camp, and what proved most acceptable as
the cold night set in, plenty of warm covering. During the night the
companies lay in quarter-distance column, with arms piled in front of
each.

The following day, the 23rd, Lieut. Kirby being sent with some
men to spike six or seven guns, numbers of tumbrils, full of grape,
canister, and round shot, were discovered. In the afternoon the
regiment had the melancholy duty of burying its dead ; three of its
officers who had been killed on the 21st, were laid in one grave.

By a Return furnished at the time, Surgeon Taylor says :—
* The number of each description of wounded in the 29th Regi-
ment at Firtzshahar was as follows .—
By Artillery ... w139

» Musketry... awy A3
,» Explosion 4
v Sword ... 1

B ———

Total ... 183
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“ A great many men suffered from more than one wound.  Private 1845
Gray had as many as six grape shots through various parts of his
body, and, curious to say, without one bone being broken, he did not
however recover. Pte Mulling had six grape shot wounds with only two
bones broken, he was invalided, but was afterwards reported to have
died. Further, in considering the proportion of mortality amongst the
wounded, it must be remembered that they all lay upon the field from
the 21st to the 24th, when they were conveyed m hackeries to
Firdzpr. During the thiee days they thus remaincd exposed to the
powerful heat of the sun by day, and the very disproportionate cold
air by night, many of them suffered from most agomising thirst, and
little water could be got, and that very putrid

)

Their excessive thirst and the umpossibility nf. obtaining water,
may be judged by the fact that on the mornmg of the 22nd, men of
this, and other regiments, were reduced to the direst expedients for
quenching therr thirst. A great number had not therr wounds dressed
tll the 25th, for it was latc on the exenmg of the 24th when they
reached Firazpir, and nothing more could be done that night, than to
get them housed, and give ¢ach some bread and tea, some narcotic,
and gther draughts were also admmistered

3RD BRIGADE 2ND Division Brioaoitk ‘Tavron, c v, HM 2010 & 45 N1 Ricivinis

]

s

| o 2=
Firuzshahai, 215t and 22nd Docamber, 1845 |j % é g § . i é é*—" < ;
' LEF R TR
i Strength of the 29th Regt. going mto action I[ 116123 4 42 ISGgSi 3
Killed 1 2 1 %r. 51 2
t Wounded t v 10, 2 moi 1

t The above Return 1s copied from the Orderly Room Records, and corresponds with the Regimental
Mauster Roll, and Pay List. In the “Gazette” the casualties were publihed as follows .—

aoth Rilled— 1 Serjeant, - Drummer, 67 Rank and File
Foot{ Wounded—6  ,, 4 yy 106 i
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OFFicErs Kn.Lep orR WoUNDED.

"

Captain J O. Lucas (Major of Brigade)
K:ilcd-—{

Geo Molle
Lieut Alf Angelo Simmons

Lieut -Colonel C C. Taylor, .. ( Brigadier)
Woundedm—{ Major Geo. Congreve
Capt A St. G H Stepney

Non-CommIssioNt b Orricrrs, Rank anp Fur Knrrp

Extracted from the Muster Rolls, Pay Lists, and Monthly Keturns of 29th fool —

Serjt. Smith, John
Corpl Evans, Thos.
»  Teasdale, James
»  Withey, Charles
Pte Beaumont, James

» Bentley,Rich®, Ng 2212
» Bentley, Rich! | No 1864 | ,,

»» Beresford, Charles
,»  Blackburn, Michadl
, Blazer, Willlam

,, Boardman, William
,» Bobbin, Isaac

» Bromhead, Benjamin
» Brown, Joseph

» Challener, Charlcs
» Courtnay, Edward
» Donaughey, John

s Drew, James

| Pte Fuller, Edward

| . (Oiles, John

» Green, George

» (ireenway, I';mnm-,
», Hadkinson, 'homas
Hasteweldl, John
Halter, Willuam

,»  Hearne, Wilham

+ Heburn, Willlain

» Hodkinson, David
» 1lllmgworth, 'homas
»» Langhan, Thomas
Larner, Wilham,

w Laughhn, Mathis
,»  McCrackm, John

» N, john

y» O Connor, Michael
» Reed, George

|
l

Pte

Sands, George
Sands, James H
Sheddon, Willlam
Shelton, Wilham
Smith, Chas, 1458
Sullivan, Daniel
Sutton, George
Warren, James
Watts, Jolin
Wbb, Henry

W hinyates, Robert
White, C harles

W hite, 'L homas
Wilson, Henry
Winn, Winford
Woodcut, James

Lieut. Octavius Carey, who had sent 1n his papers, and was about
to retire from the service, hcaring of the outbreak of hostilitics, had
attached himself to the 3rd Light Dragoons, and was blown to picces
by a shell in the action of Mudki.

For the distinguished part tahen by the regiment in the late action,
Sir Hugh Gough was pleased 1o appoint Serjeant-Major G. Mitchell,
of the 29th, to a vacant ensigncy in the regiment.

On the death of Captain Lucas, Lieut. and Adjutagt G. H. M.
Jones took up the duties of brigade-major.
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On the morning of the 24th, the regiment advanced to Sultan- 1845

Khan-wild, where in the evening it was jomed by its baggage On
Christmas Day the officers of H M 8oth dined with those of the 29th,
and all things taken into consideration, a pleasant evening was spent

The battle of FirG/shahar threatened to prove a frntless victory,
for on the 26th it was reported that the enemy, with the mtention of
renewing the struggle, had re-crossed the Saddp A\ further advance
was therefore made on the 28th and Sir Hugh having taken up a
strong posttion on the left bank  awaite d the arrival of the siege tram
and reserve ammunition from Delhi

On the 15t of January, the regiment was encamped at Arufha, but
on the 1oth Taylor s brigade was ordered to advance to Chota Sobraon
which 1t occupicd with two companics, whilst the ropamder encamped
a short distance 1 1eat Bung jomed by a party of Sappers  the
regiment immediatcly commenced to cntench the village  Frrom a
tower, the Satld) could be secn about a mile distant, and large bodies ot
the enemy throwing up entrenchments and battcaiies on the left bank
As soon as it was dark, a covermg party of an officer and 4o men,
having been extended Licut Kirby and 8o others werc ordercd out to
clear the ground of some high jungle within mushet shot of the village
and having accomplished this without molestation, the party 1cturned to
camp about 11 pm

The entrenching of this post boing completed on the 18th, three
companies were left to hold the work, and the remainder of the brigade
marched back to its former camp  'his outpost was subsequently only
occupied during the day time

The regiment, which since the battle of I+irusshahar had remamed
encamped with the head-quarters of the army, marched on the 26th with
the remainder of the 3rd brnigade, a troop of horse artillery, and a
tegiment f irregular cavalry, towards Lodiana for the purpose of
to-operating with Sir H. Smith, who had marched a few days previously

1846
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1848 1o its relief. On reaching Dharmkoét, heavy firing was heard from the
direction of Aliwal, and a messenger arriving that evening with a letter

announcing Sir H. Smith’s victory over Ranjlr Singh, the troops under
Brigadier Taylor started the next morning to rejoin Sir H. Gough.

OFrFICERS PRESENT.
1st February, 1846. Camp Akbarwald.
Captamns—Stepney, Young, Coker, and Murchison,

Lieutenants—Henry, J 4. Duncan, Kirby, Westropp, Handfield, acting Ady
Gahffe, MacDonnell, Stehelin, Walker, H 1 Metg¢, Nugent, Farnngton,
Lyle, Henderson, Scndamore, Dick, sted 12 camp

Ensigns—V. Tonnochy, G. Mitchell

Pay-Master—Clay Suigeon—Taylor Asst Surgeon--Young

JoiNLp HEAD-QUARTERS 7TH FIBRUARY

Lieut.—F. Coventry, Ensign—F Kneebone, Qr Mastes—T Knecbone

Sir Harry Smith and the heavy ordnance having joined the main
body, it was decided to attack the enemy’s position on the 1oth, and
between 3 and 4 a.m. that day the troops marched from their camp
with that object. The morning being very dark. Taylor's brigade
moved cautiously towards its former outpost at Chota Sobrdon, which
being unoccupied was taken possession of without opposition. A thick
haze favoured the British advance, but as day dawned, and the
approaching troops were discovered, the Sikhs opened a smart
cannonade.

About the centre of the line, and facing the strongest part of the
enemy’s position, was Gilbert's division, the 3rd brigade of which was
composed of the 41st N.I., H.M. 29th Foot, and the 68th N.1.* The

* Gasetie.
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services of these regiments not being at this time required they moved 1846
to a neighbouring nullah for shelter

At 7 a.m. a heavy cannonade, which lasted for about two hours,
was commenced by both sides, when, as but hittle impression had been
made on the well-constructed batteries, and the ammunition for the
heavy guns was reported to be running short, Sir R. Dick’s division
was ordered to attack the enemy’s right.  As on gntering the entrench-
ments these troops encountered formidable obstacles and were opposed
by far superior numbers, Sir Hugh Gough decided on a general attack.
Having up to the present ume been under shelter, the 29th had but
one man wounded .

It was about ten o'clock when the 1st and 2nd divisions recerved
orders to storm the works in their front  Moving out of the ravine,
Taylor’s brigade advanced m line for about threequarters of a mile,
exposed to a heavy fire from a battery of 13 guns. A nullah about
70 yards from the entrenchments bemng reached, the brigade halted for
a minute or two previous to delivering the assault,

Wild and long was the shout that rose from the regiment, as
amidst showers of grape and mushetry it dashed forward towards the
large ramparts of clay and wood, upwards of 10 feet high, nothing
appeared to view but the muszles of the guns, behind which the Sikh
infantry were lining the entrenchment. four deep

Notwithstanding 1ts undaunted courage, the 29th, having in the
charge far outstripped the Native regiments, and m consequence not
receiving proper support, now found itself after a hard struggle con-
strained to fall back to the shelter of the nullah, whence it again rushed
forward, maddened at secing the Sikh soldiery come from their entrench-
ments and cut the throats of their brave comrades who were lying
wounded. Being a second time repulsed, and obliged to return to the
ftiendly nullah, the regiment waited there for a few moments to re-form
M allow the men to get their wind, when, nothing daunted, it charged
wﬂaﬁ'ﬂy for a third time, and entering the entrenchments, captured
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1848 the whole of the guns in its front. The defences being now stormed
in all directions, the enemy retired towards the bridge of boats and the
ford across the Satldj. It was not until the weight of all three divisions
of infantry, in addition to several regiments of cavalry and the fire of
every available piece of field artillery had been felt, that the foe gave
way. Retreating at first, in good order, the incessant volleys soon
caused them to seek safety in a rapid flight, and finding their bridge of
boats broken, they attempted to ford the river.  Then occurred a scenc
of carnage, for the horse artillery galloping up, threw shrapnel with
deadly effect into the dense masses, whilst the infantry poured in a
murderous fire.

Brigadier Taylor, who at the head of the regiment, in the third
charge, was shot behind the ear close to the enemy’s guns, had previous
to receiving his mdrtal wound, been cut across the face.  Lieut. G. H. M.
Jones, his brigade-major, ** who was riding the same charger ridden by
Captain Lucas at FirGzshahar when he was killed” was severely
wounded by a cannon ball, which carried away the greater portion of his
right forearm, including the elbow joint.  The death of this officer was
however the effect of dysentry, under which he had laboured ever since
the 21st of December ; he never rallied in spirits, but died at Firazpar
on the 23rd of February.  Ensign Mitchell was struck either by a grape
or gingall shot, which pounded the shin bone close to the ankle joint,
into fragments. Amputation was performed at the calf of the leg, and
never was an operation borne with more firmness, nay positive indiffer-
ence, the patient himself assisting. Irritative fever having set in, he
died on the 18th. Captain Stepney being wounded by a grape shot
through the thigh, it fell to Captain Coker's lot to bring the regiment
out of action.

During this day there were lucky cscapes; amongst others was
that of Lieut. Kirby, who commanded No. 1. Whilst advancing in
line, this company was ordered to ease off to its right, when'a round
shot, fired considerably within point blank range, struck the left-hand
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man of the Grenadier company (who was on Kirby's right) killing 1846

both him and his rear rank man on the spot. A few seconds later

Kirby fell near the batteries, shot through the right leg, his sword was
knocked out of his hand, and his scabbard shot in two  Whilst lying
thus helpless, some Sikhs attacked him and inflicted two severe sabre
cuts on his neck and shoulders  Fortunately Corporal Hall succeeded
in shooting one of the assailants and bayonetting another, when the
regiment returning to the charge, Kirby was saved.

»

3RD Bracapr zvb Divsion: HM 2918 Foor, gist, awp 68tH N |

- £ |
Sobraon, 1oth Lebruary, 1546 ‘: % i R F—: é'ti__‘ai
| 22582 7 clwies
ihlrcngth of the 2zg9th Kegt on gmn'{,rmm:u ton 1 1 4 [rﬁ 2 5 30 l44ﬁt)‘
| Kalled 1 f = 1 3401
E Wounded * 1 3(b 11 6 130

Orercrrs Kurn, Wounnen, Diro or Wousns
Kunin

Lieut -C olonel (¢ ¢ Taylor, ¢ 1., commanding 3rd Bngade
Wounni b

Major Marcus Barr, Zes., Auyt A ¢ Ihed

meverely and dangerously

A. 5t G. H. Stepney Severely.
Captams | | 1) Young Shightly
lKennuh Murchison Shghtly.
(: H M Jones, major of hrrvad: Very severely Ined
Rich. Ira Henny Severcly.
[. .Lneas Duncan Severely.

Walter Kirby
C. k5. MacDonnell

Very seveicly

comm® CGirenadier co?
Tee Stephey.

Slhightly, by an anow

Lieutenants - Severely

JH. G. Walker.

St. Geo. Mervyn Nugent.
(. St. Juhen Henderson.
‘E. T Scudamore

Ensign George Mitchell,

Severely
Contusion
Severely.
Severcly.

hed.

* Gasette
Killed— 1 Sergesnt, 35 Rank and File.

I
L% [ Wounded—7 5 132

1"
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Extracted from Muster Rolls, Pay Lists, and Monthly Returns 29th Foot —

Cr -Serjt Swaby, John Pte Harrison, Wilham Pte O’Donnell, James
Corpl. Colquhoun, Andrew », Hodder, Robert » Roebuck, John
Pte Box, Willilam »  Hunt, Wilham s Scott, Robert
» Boyce, George » Jackson, John » Smuth, Michael, 875
» Clee, Charles ' » Keelan, Patrick » Stanton, Wilham
» Corbett, James » Lane, Henry »  oteward, Hugh
» Deeran, John » locock, James 5 laggert, Hugh
» Duncan, William ,» Lord, Wilham » Wason, James
»» Dunphy, Patrick » McManus, Thomas »  Weathers, James
w Hitton, Edmund » Mawhinney, James »  Wilson, John
» Flood, William ,» Mulholland, \Vilham »  Wotton, GGeorge
n Goodier, Thomas » Murphy, Jereimah

v
A monument in memory of the officers and men of the 29th

(Worcestershire) Regiment who fell in thc Satld) campaign  was
afterwards placed by their surviving comrades in Worcester Cathedral,
It is said that the figure on this monument represents Colonel Taylor
There is also a tablet i1 memory of Brigadier-General Taylor in
Canterbury Cathedral '

During the 11th and 12th of February the wounded were removed
to FirGzptr, en route to Kasaul

The 29th, with the remainder of the 2nd division, remained
encamped 1n front of Sobrdon till the 15th when it marched to Kunda
Ghat, crossed the Satldj by a bridge of boats, and proceeded to join
the head-quarters of the army encamped at Kastr.

Extract from General Ovder by the Right Honble. the Governor-General
of Indria ~—

‘“ Camp, Kussoor, 14th Feb., 1846.
+ + - « The army has also sustained a heavy lgss by the
death of Brigadier Taylor, commandmg the 3rd Brigade snd Divisigh,
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a most able officer, and very worthy to have been at the head of so 1846
distinguished a corps as Her Majesty’s 2gth Regiment, by which he
was beloved and respected.

Her Majesty’s 29th, and the 1st European Regiment, and the
16th, 48th, and £ist Native Infantry, and the Simoor Battalion have
entitled themsclves, by their gallant conduct, to the thanks of the
Government.”

Amongst the officers in command of regiments, ete, whose seryices
were acknowledged by Sir Hugh Gough were Captain Stepney, and
Lieut. Jones, brigade-major

“We were in this battle,” says Sir Hugh, again honoured with
the presence of Prince Waldemar of Prussia, and the two noblemen in
his suite, Counts Orola and Greuben  Here, s at Madki and
Firzashahar, these disunguished visitors did not content themselves
with a distant view of the action, but throughout it were to be seen n
the front, wherever danger most urgently pressed ”

The Prince's medical attendant, Dr. Hoffmeister, being shot through
the head, an officer of the 29th ventured to remark how unfortunate it
was that a non-combatant should have been killed, to which the Prince
replied, * What more could a soldier want 1"

On the morning of the 18th the whole army advanced upon Lahor,
before which city it encamped on the 20th.  Whilst here, the regiment
was joined by Captain H H. Kitchener with a detachment of 87
recruits from England, and 4 corporals, 1 drummer, and 10 privates

who had been left sick at Mirath,

On the gth of March, the Flank companics, under command of
aptains Stepney an ilbraham, formed part of the guard of honour
Captains Stepney and Wilbraham, f by f the guard of h
present at the ratifying of the Treaty between the British Government
na the or Darbar on the part o aharaja ulip >ingh,
@;India.agd he Lahor Darbd he part of Mahdrdjah Dhulip Singl
then-a minor. The following day the army paraded in review order for
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1848 inspection by the Governor-General, the Commander-in-Chief, Major-
General Sir Chas. Napier, G.C.B., governor of Sind, and H.H. Dhulip
Singh.

Captain A. T. Hemphill, who had been doing duty with invalids
since the 11th of October, 1845, and who had in the meantime succeeded
to a majority, joined and took over the command of the regiment on
the day of the inspecuion.

On the 15th of March, the army of the Satldj was broken up, and
on the morning of the 23rd, the regiment commenced its return march,
and re-crossing the Satldj on the »6th, it arrived at Kasauli on the r1th
of April, having becen absent from tthat station exactly four months,
during which period it sustained the following losses in killed, died of
wounds, or invallded as unfit for further service :— 1 lieut.-colonel,
1 major, 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 1 staff, 7 serjeants, 2 drum-
mers. 186 rank and file.

Bt.-Lieut.-Col. Barr, who had accompanied the wounded to
Kasauli, died there on the 26th of March, without hearing of his having
been made a Companion of the Bath,

The new chaco, as prescribed by Circular Memo, Horse Guaids, 215t September,
1843, was 1ssued to the regiment on the 11th of May

In 1846, the waist-heit for regimental field officers was directed to be of buffalo
leather, the plate gilt, having the letters “V.R.,” with a crown above, and the number of
the regiment in silver below, The other officers wore the shoulder-belt.

Shell jacket for the 2gth was the same as that worn in 1829, with Prussian collar, but
. pointed cuffs,
A worsted ball tuft, 25 white and 4 red at bottom, was at this period worn on the

chaeo of the Field, and battalion company officers ; that of the Grenadier company was
all white ; that of the Light company, green throughout,

Trousers. 15th Oct.—3oth April, of Oxford mixture ; 1st May—14th Oct., in United
Kingdom, grey tweed ; n East Indies, white linen,
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A new shako plate (5 inches in diameter) was intioduced this year, viz, o gilt star, 1846
surmounted by a crown, and heaning within a wicath tormed of lawels, a garter msenbed
with * Honi Sout)” &, &, m the centre of which was a wilt hon crownud, Ac
standing on a wreath

2

Extract rrom Ginirar Owpin, Horns Guakps rst Jung, 1847

“ Her Majesty having been graciously pleasad to command that a 1847
medal should be struck o record the services of her fleets and armics

OrrICFRS Ciaco Prarn — 1846-1856.

during the wars commencing in 1793, and ending in 1814, and that one
should be conferred upon every officer, non-commissioned officer, and
soldier of the army who was present in any battle or siege, to com-
_memorate whxch medals have been struck by command of Her
Ma,}ustys roya] predecessors, and have been distributed to the gencral

HH
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1847 or superior officers of the several armies and corps of troops engaged,
in conformity with the regulations of the service at that time in force.

The following is a list of actions, for serving in which officers and
men of the 29th Foot became entitled to medals :(—

Lord Howe's Action ... 1st June, 1794.

E.Ole.la " s Ljth ;rAugur,t, 1808.
imiera ... - .o 218t

Talavera 27th and 28th July, 1809.

Busaco... e o 27th September, 1810.

Albuhera 16th May, 1811.

These medals were not distributed till the end of 1848-49.

On the 30th of June permission was granted the regiment to bear
on its regimental colours and appointments the words *‘Ferozeshah,”
“ Sobraon,” in commemoration of its distinguished conduct in those
battles.

In the clothing 1ssued this year (2xst August) the scales on the coatces were of a
different pattern, and the lace on the skirts was discontinued

By a special order of the Governor-General, the regiment paraded
on the 27th October for his lordship’s nspection On this occasion
Lord Hardinge addressed the 29th in the most laudatory terms, he
spoke of the conduct of the regiment during the Peninsular War and
the recent campaign on the Satldj, as having been most conspicuous
for gallantry, and at all times deserving of the highest praisc. His
lordship, after reminding them of the high character the old 29th had
borne for upwards of a hundred years, concluded by expressing his
highest approbation of the very soldierlike appearance they now
presented.

1848 On the 18th of March Major Gregory Way, Lieuts. Honble. H.

M. Monckton and G. St. J. Henderson arrived at Kasaulj with a draft
from England. '
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On the 15th of May the regiment was inspected by Major-General 1848
Sir W. R. Gilbert, K C B. when its effective strength was 1 colondl,
2 lieut -colonels, 2 majors, ¢ captams 21 heutenants 7 ensigns, 1 pa-
master, 1 d(ljllldﬂt‘ I (QUartelr master [ Surgeon 3 nssIistant surgoons

1 serjeants 45 corporals 20 drummears, 1,034 pPrvates
bl 2
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Curcular Memo, Horce Guardy, j30th fune, 1854\

The officers dress coat,” to bo made without aither lace or embroidary on the shirts
other than the authosed rewmmental shart oinamant

The blue frock coat to he entirely disconunued in the infintiy and a plain shell
Jacket,t made with the facings of the regiment, but without lwe, o1 any ormament to be
worn with forage cap and without the sash n quairters, on fatigue, or on mdarly duties, at
dnll, and on parade when the non comn 1ssioned officers and men happen to be dressed
n the same manner

Field officers to be distmgumshed by a small embrowdercd crown, or stu (or both,
according to their rank), at each end of the collar of the shedl jacket

* The 29th coatees were edged with white

_ ¥ The officgrs of the 2zgth continued to wear the shell jacket, with hooks and eyes,
in Héu of huttons. and plain twisted cnimson silk shoulder cords
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In lien of the blue frock and cloak, officers are to be provided with a grey cloak coat,
to be worn over their uniform in wet or cold weather.

A black leather sling waist belt with snake clasp may be worn with the shell jacket.

On the breaking up of the army of the Satlaj, Major-General Sir
John Littler had been left at Lahor in command of about 10,000 men,
pending the reconstruction of the Government of that district, and
everything appeared to be progressing in a satisfactory manner, until
April 1848, when Mr. Vans Agnew, of the Civil Service, and Lieut
Anderson, of the Bombay army, who had been sent to Multan, were
murdered. This murder was followed by a general outbreak at Lahor,
and endeavours to expel the British from the Panjdb.

The standard of rebellion being vaised in the capital, and numerous
bodies of disbagded Sikhs assembling in all dircctions, the British
troops were for a time prevented from marching against Multdn, which
the enemy had occupied.

The 29th being directed to march to FirGzpar, and relieve H.M.
32nd Foot, “which had been detailed as part of the force to march
against Multdn,” left Kasauli on the 22nd of August. On the 1st of
September it encamped at Bussee Kusba, and arrived at its destination
on the 14th.

Early in October, it was announced in General Orders, that a force
would be assembled under the personal command of Lord Gough, and
designated “ The Army of the Punjaub.” Major-General Sir W.
Gilbert, K.C.B., was to have command of the 2nd infantry division, the
3rd brigade of which was to be commanded by Colonel A. S. H.
Mountain, C.B., of H.M. 29th Foot. This brigade was finally
designated the 4th. At Chilidnwald and Gujrat it was composed of
H.M. 20th, the 3oth and 56th Native Infantry regiments. }

1 The 3oth and 56th Bengal Native Infantry regiments disappeared from the Army
List in 1859.

The present 3oth Native Infantry was formerly the 2and Punjabi Regiment.
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Leaving at Firtzpiir a depdt of 8 serjeants, 1 drummer, 6 corporals, 1848
and 106 privates, under command of Lieut. Stehelin, on the gth of
November the regiment marched with the head-quarters of the army,
and having crossed the Satldj by two bridges of boats, the first to the
tunc of “The Royal Windsor March,” the second, to that of the
« British Grenadiers,” it that day reached Gunda-Singh-wdld, and on
the morning of the 13th encamped at Mian Mir.  On the 16th, the
march was continued, and the Ravi crossed.

When Bena Mullian was reached on the 18th, it was ascertained
that Chattar Singh had joined Shér Singh, and that the two had crossed
the Chindb ; the advance guard was therefore increased from one, to
two companies, and placed under the command of a field officer, whilst
the baggage for the next day’s march was put in charge of a wing of
the 45th Native Infantry.

Early next morning the regiment, accompanied by the commander-
in-chief, left its camping ground and advanced to Muttah.

About 2 a.m. on the 20th, a body of the enemy'’s cavalry being
observed hovering about, the Flank companies. under command of
Captains Murchison and Fraser, were immediately ordered out ; every-
thing however passcd off quietly, and at daybreak the regiment fell in
and continued its march.  On rcaching Mianwdld on the 21st, it found
H.M. 24th encamped on its left, and H.M. 61st about a mile and a half
to its right.

At sunrise the following morning, soon after the inlying picquet
had been dismissed, the *“ Assembly ” was sounded, orders having been
received for the immediate advance of the troops. It then became
known that Lord Gough had, at an early hour, placed himself at the
head of an advance force and pushed on towards Ramnagar. All speed
was made, and on reaching that town the regiment passed through it,
and halted under a tope of small trees.

The guns in front were still firing, but the 29th remained as
spectators of an action chiefly confined to artillery and occasional
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1848 charges of cavalry. It was in one of the latter, that General Cureton
and Colonel Havelock lost their lives.

After a short halt, the regiment advanced about half a mile, when
it again halted, and was ordered to pitch camp

A look-out, being erected next day at the quarter-guard, with ‘the
aid of glasses, a good view was obtained of the enemy, who appeared
to be raising a battery on the left of their position. In the afternoon
the regiment marched out of camp to attend the burial of General
Cureton, and it had just reached the grave, when ntelligence was
received that the enemy were advancing in foree, on the right, returning
therefore to camp, it at once fell in, but no attack being made, the
parade was dismissed. '

On the 3otﬁ. whilst a strong party was sent to occupy a tope, in
front of Mountain’s brigade, and to erect a battery for the heavy guns,
another was employed in throwing up a redoubt on the right.  Thesc
parties were at first fired on by the enemys heavy artillery, which
however later on ceased to molest them.

A council of war being held, it was decided to strike a decisive
blow, and with a view of so doing, on the 1st of December, Major-
General Sir Joseph Thackwell was detached with a force to turn the
enemy’s left, whilst the main hody attacked the position in front. In
the afternoon, the left wing of the regiment under Major Way,
marched to the battery on the right, and on its Dbeing asceggained the
following day that Thackwell had crossed the Chindb at Va¥#¥abad, the
batteries opened fire on the enemy, in order to distract their attention
from him. On the evening of the 3rd, the other wing of the regiment
took up a position about 500 yards in front of the right battery, and
commenced to construct two others about 500 yards apart and connected
by a ditch and breastwork , being relieved about 2 a.m., bysthe left
wing, the works were finished before dawn, and the ford gt Rémnagar
secured.
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Shér Singh, who had in the meanwhile becomc aware of 1848
Thackwell's successful passage, broke up his camp and retired. In the
afternoon therefore, many of the officers of the regiment rode over to
inspect the enemy's late position.

The bodies of several of those who fell in the action of the 22nd of
November were now recovered, and on the afternoon of the sth, 300
of the regiment paraded, under command of Liept.-Col. Congreve, for
the interment of Colonel Havelock's remains.

On the morning of the 18th, the regiment paraded at ten o'clock,
with a view of crossing the Chindb by «a pontoon bridge which the
engineers had constructed. Having to wade through, at a part where
the road had been carried away, the men were halted on the bank to
take off their boots and socks, and on reaching the other side, waited to
allow the joth Native Infantry, which was following, to come up.
Moving on again and crossing another stream, the regiment encamped
that day at Tokailsi, about four miles from its late position, and three
from General Thackwell's,

The Monthly Returns dated the st of January, 1849, Head- 1849
quarters, Camp, Januki, show the following officers as present with the
regiment :— :

Lieut.-Colonel Congreve, C.B.  Majors—DM. Smuth and Way.
Captains—Power, Murchison (Grenadier company), L1, W, Fraser (Light company),
sick tn freld hosprtal at Ramnagar.
Lieutenants * —Honble. 1. M Moncklon, Metge, Parnngton, Iick, ‘Tonnochy,
Kneehone, 1 I Fitegerald (swck in camp), W. S Smomoens, C. H
Levinge (sick én camp), R. ]. Fvans, ). E. Henderson, and E H. Pery.

Ensi W. L. D. Smuth, A. R. Mowbray, ;. A. Fernis, GG. H. Newll, W, D,
Chapman, and E. H. Paske.

Paymaster—Clay. Qr. Master—Dowson.  Assistant-Surgeons— Trousdell, Macbeth,
and Stewart.

Whilst in this camp, the officers amused themselves by hunting
jackals, and occasionally foxes ; by riding over to view the scene of the
lwk on Sir Joseph Thackwell, and by pl playing cricket.

¢ * Lieut.qand Adjutant MacDonnell was on the st of January appomt:,d brigade
maior to Mountain’s brigade.
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1849 On the 2nd of January, Major Way, *“who always took a great

interest in the welfare and amusements of the officers and men,” turned
out a regimental team to play “ The Officers of the Army.” It was a
two days' match. In the 1sf innings the 29th scored 78 runs, the
Army 60, the sccond day the Regiment scored 60 to their
opponents’ 24.

Leaving this camp on the gth, the rcgiment arrived on its new
ground at Loah Tibbah a httle betore mid-day

The fall. of Atak, and consequent advance of Chattar Singh
with reinforcements for the encemy, having been communicated to Lord
Gough, the governor genaial urged him o strike an effectual blow at
Shér Singh without loss of time ¢On the morning of the 12th
therefore, the army advanced towards Dinghi - The route lay through
a very jungly country, the march was tedious, and it was nearly 2 p.m
before the regiment reached its new ground

“ It -was now ascertained, ' says the author of the Decisive Battles
of India, “that the Sikh army was m position some 14 miles distant,
that its left rested on the low hills of Rastl, 1ts centre on the willage of
Fathshah-ki-chak, its right on Mung,” that though its front was
covered by a thick belt of jungle, yet along the frequented road, which
led from Dinghi straight upon Rasdl, the country was more open. A
Council of War being held, 1t was decided to march the following day on
Rastl ; that Gilbert's division, forming the extreme right, should foree
the cnemy's left, whilst the beavy and field artillery, massed together,
should sweep in enfiladc the curvilinear position of their centre and right.”

At midnight the officers were warned that an advance would be
commenced early next morning.

The regiment having fallen in about 7 a.m., the brigades formed up
in masses of quarter distance columns, the hcads of which during the
advance kept their dressing with a battery of 18-pounders stationed in
the centre of the line. Skirmishers having been thrown out, an advance
straight across country was commenced. Mountain’s brighde was on
the right of the heavy guns, whilst Pennycuick's was on their left.
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1849 Unlike other corps, the 29th took the precaution to keep their
colours cased, for the ground was coverced nearly the whole way with a
low dog jungle, intersected in many places with long prickly fences
which offered no inconsiderable impediment.

Shér Singh perceiving the object of this march, determined if
possible to force an action, before the British could reach the open
ground on his left ; he had therefore, under cover of the dense jungle,
thrown forward his centre and part of his right, and occupied a mound
near Chilidnwald with a small detachment.

It having been reported to Lord Gough that the enemy were in
possession of this mound, and that parties of their cavalry had been
seen in advance of it, he altered the direction of his advance, and
marched on Chillanwald About mid-day the regiment halted whilst
the enemy’s picquets in front of th% village were being driven in.

This having been accomplished, Pennycuick's brigade then
deployed into line, whilst Mountain's moved off a little to the right and
halted. In front of the latter brigade was a mound covered with tents
and men, which being evidently an advance post of the enemy, the
heavy guns opened fire upon it, and the Light companies (that of the
29th under command of Lieut. Metge) rushing forwaid to sccure it
the Sikhs retired, and only one man who was taking a pot shot at an
officer of the Light Bobs was taken prisoner.  Later on, Major Way,
meeting a private of the Light company arrayed in a very fine fur-lined
coat with what appeared to be gold buttons, stopped the man and
asked him where he got his handsome garment. *“ Please sir,” replied
the soldier, “me and a Sikh nobleman had a few words, and 1 came
away with his coat !”

The brigade which had in the meantime been halted, now receitied:
orders to advance, and on arriving at the edge of a M W
deployed, piled arms, and lay down,
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The 20th formed the right, the zoth N.I the left, and the 56th 1849

N.I. the centre of the brigade *

Lord Gough, who did not appear to have any intention of

engaging the enemy that day, had given his Q) M G. orders to take up

ground for encamping, and the troops werc in the act of falling out,

when a loud report was heard, and some shots fell near the commander

in-chief. One bounding over the colours of the 29th, pitchcd amongst
the dhooli bearers behind, and sent them flying across the country

Lord Gough at once directed his heavy guns to respond  Shér

Singh now determined to complete the operation he had so successfully
begun, and sent the whole of his fidld artillery to the fiont, upon which

our infantry were ordered to odvance and charge them  Fhis order

was given about 3 pm, and it tell to Mountam’s brigadc to attack the

most formidable part of the position

Lord Gough, who was near the 29th at this time exclamed, * We

are at the ould work agan, boys' Whilst passing through the thick,

thorny, and dense jungle which intavened the men were much annoyed

by the fire of sharpshooters who were posted i the trees, and whose
signals enabled the Sikh artillery to make excellent practice aganst the

advancing troops One gun on thc left, placed so as to cnfilade the
advance of the regiment, was domg much damage  Observing thus,
Lieut. W. S Simmons broke off with a few men of the Light company,
and charging it, after 4 most determimed hand tw hand fight, the
gunners were bayonetted and the gun captured  Not having any

spikes at hand, and wishing to render the prece useless, a bright 1dea
occurred to this officer, who, seeing a bewildered Sepoy of the 56th
near at hand, pulled off his forage cap and rammed 1t up the gun, this
Wway the means of saving many lives. The amusing part was to follow,
?b?ﬂ the day after the action the gun being brought i, was exammed

"

Official Regimental Records 2gth Foot, and skctch of the battle, drawn by Capt
ythorse, 9Sth Regiment, A.nc to General Campbell, c.8, Camp Chilanwald,

ity, ¥849.
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1849 and the Sepoy’s forage cap being extracted, its innocent owner was
sent for, complimented, and promoted on the spot, for his braveness in
capturing and rendering useless the gun. The desperation with which
the artillerymen stood to, and defended their guns, may be judged,
when it is stated that one of these men with the bayonet right through
him, clutched hold of his assailant’s musket, and with uplifted arm was
about to cut him down, when the latter in self-defence pressed the
trigger of his musket and shot the brave Sikh.

The regiment which was still advancing, could now no longer
preserve its dressing, for the men having to force their way through
the dense jungle, had to get through when and where they could, and
therefore at times found themselves imlarge groups.  On approaching
the more open ground where the Sikh artillery supported by infantry
was posted, the former opened fire with grape.

As the right of the line was this day saved by General Colin
Campbell with H.M. 61st, so was the centre by Col. Congreve
with the 29th Foot,* for riding through the jungle in front ‘of his
regiment, this officer at once grasped the situation, viz., the complete
isolation of the 29th in consequence of the Native regiments of the
brigade failing to support it ; its unfavourable position whilst exposed
to frequent discharges of grape, and the critical position of the 5th
brigade. A moment’s hesitation would have entailed the destruction
of the centre of the line of battle.

Wishing, therefore, to get his men out of the jungle with the least
possible delay, and to charge the enemy, the colonel, noticing a gun on
the left which was causing much annoyance, pointed to it, and shouted,
‘“ 300Rs. to the man who takes that gun!” Then ordering his bugler,
whom he had mounted on an enormous horse cut loose from a Sikh
limber, to sound the ““ Double,” he gave the word to charge. Followed

Vide General Grant's address to the regiment on 17th Janoary, 1833,
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by some of his men, Colonel Congreve dashed forward towards the 1849«
gun, and being the first to reach it, struck the piece with his sword,
exclaiming, “My gun!” In the meanwhile, the remainder of the
old regiment had broken their way through the jungle, and with a shout
such as moments of pride and triumph like these, and these alone, can
produce, made bravely to the front, rushing headlong into the thick of
the enemy. Then commenced a struggle the like of which is but
seldom seen, for casting aside their matchlocks’ as of no further use,
the desperate Sikhs, sword in hand, awaited the onslaught.  Numbers
of their artillerymen were bayonetted in the act of serving the guns,
whilst others continued the contest till they were either shot, or cut
down. The guns, 12 in number, were captured, but in so doing
upwards of 60 of the regiment*were incapacitated by sword cuts alone.
As previous to going into action two men per gompany had been
provided with spikes, the guns were immediately disabled.

Ensign Smith, in a letter written home just after this action, gives
the following account :—

“ At first the regiment lost but an occasional man or two, killed by
round shot, but as it neared the cnemy a heavy fire of musketry and
grape was opened on the men, who in forcing their way through the
jungle and bushes, at times got into groups. Then came a grand
explosion, a crashing smashing sound, and heaps of men came rolling
down, some uttering low cries of pain, others falling without a sound.
This was the effect of grape. When the smoke cleared away a little,
there began an infernal clatter of musketry. * There they are by I
shouted a fellow near me; and there they were. An immense line of
infantry was standing behind the bushes in rear of their guns, their
long matchlocks pointing in a very ominous way towards us. Our
‘men with one accord raised their firelocks, and sent a tremendous volley
into them, and with a shout went at them with the bayonet. They let
\u$ ‘approach to within about 30 yards, when having fired, they threw
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"™ISAQ away their matchlocks, and drawing their swords, awaited our attack.
Some ten or twelve stood close before our colours ; they were fine large
fellows dressed in red jackets with green facings, black crossbelts and
continuations ; all had beards reaching down to their waists, and long
hair at the back of their heads. They fired, but missed us, we dashed
at them round the bush, one of the men on my right shot one dead,
and dashed his bayonet at another, who however seized the dreaded
point with his left hand, and cut down his assailant. I came next. the
Sikh threw the bayonet away and turned towards me, holding his
sword straight up in the air ready to put my head between my heels. 1
hit the very nick of time, and making a plunge at him, he looked at me
for a moment, and then dropped off my sword, the point of which had
penetrated beneath his right shoulder *blade, having previously struck
him on the left side somewhere very near the heart. All the others
shared his fate. Onc man threw out his arms, took the point of a
bayonet into his body, and held it there with his left hand whilst with
his right he severely wounded his antagonist.”

Line having been re-formed, the regiment continued to press the
enemy's infantry, which retired in the greatest order, loading, halting,
and fronting to deliver their fire, as if on parade, thereby giving an
excellent illustration of their good drill and discipline.

As Pennytiﬁck’s brigade had been repulsed, and its assailants
were advancing along the line, to attack the remaining regiments on the
right, the 29th received orders to change front to the left on its Light
company. This occasioned a gap in the line, of which the enemy
were not long in taking advantage, for suddenly there was an alarm
that some of them were in rear, endeavouring to withdraw the spiked
guns. This proving to be the case, Colonel Congreve turned the
regiment about, and charged back to defend them. Shortly after this
some Sikh cavalry were observed approaching at a steady canier; who,
having advanced to within about 200 yards, slackened their page to @
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walk ; one, however, continued his advance from bush to bush, until 1849
he at last got within 100 yards of the regiment, when one of the men
ran out a few yards, and as the Sikh appeared between the last two
bushes, dropped him dead from his horse.  The remainder thereupon
galloped up, but every firelock was brought up to the “ present,” and
many a bullet told, as men dropped from their saddles or horses rolled
over. Being thrown into some confusion, another well-directed volley
sent the enemy to the right about, and away they went helter-skelter,
Two of the Sikhs, however, previous to so doing spread a white cloth
over the body of the man who was shot first, and who appeared to
have been their leader.

The regiment then fronted, and continuing its advance became
again opposed to some infantry and a battery of seven guns, which
were firing on the 3th brigade.  On their charging these guns, six of
them limbered up and galloped away, the seventh however turned
round and taking a shot at the colours succeeded in clearing away
every man to the right and left of them. The gun was captured, the
gunners bayonetted, and H.M. 24th was saved from any further loss.

Having driven the e¢nemy into another open space beyond the
jungle, the regiment in order not to expose its small numbers to the
enemy’s view, was directed to halt in rear of the jungle, and soon after-
wards orders were received for the men to pile arms and lie down.
Presently lord Gough rodc along the front of the 29th which received
him with a hearty cheer, the result being some round shot from the
enemy, which wounded two men just in front of the commander-in-
chief, upon which he pulled up exclaiming, ** Them be hard dumplings,
boys!” In this position the regiment remained for some time, till all
firing having ceased and the enemy having withdrawn, No. 1 company,
under command of Lieut. Kneebone, with Ensign Ferris, was ordered to
Mw&r its arms to No. 2, and to collect the wounded.  Whilst this

R

%m done the remainder of the regiment fell back on Chilidnwalg
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1848 and bivouacked for the night, a short distance in rear of where it fad
that morning first deployed ; for near this village alone could food and
water be obtained. By the time the wounded had been collected, it
was so dark that Lieut. Kneebone's company had great difficulty in
finding its way back to the regiment.

Unarmed, surrounded by jungle, and with the enemy in the vicinity,
it was an anxious moment when advancing footsteps were heard. The
approaching party on being challenged, proved fortunately to be an
escort with ammunition and grog for‘the regiment , these had also lost
their way. The men now halted, and a tot all round being served out,
the parties eventually reached the regiment without further adventure,
and to the pleasure of their comrades who were getting anxious at their
long absence. .

During the ¢hange of front, which had enabled the enemy to get
in rear of the regiment, five out of the twelve guns which had been
spiked, were withdrawn by the Sikhs.

In this action the centre of the Queen's colour, which Ensign
Smith } carried, was shot out, and that officer twice hit by spent
bullets, Ensign Mowbray, || who had ch;irgc of the regimental colour,
had the badge shot off his forage cap, but happily escaped without
wounds.

Major-General Sir W. Gilbert, in his despatch, mentions the
undaunted bravery on this occasion of Her Majesty's 2g9th Regiment,
under Lieut.-Colonel Congreve, and the manner in which Majors Smith
and Way seconded their brave commander, as also of the conduct of
Lieut. MacDonnell, § major of brigade.

1 Died at Vazirdbad on the 29th of November, 1849.

|| Promoted the followmng day mto H.M 24th Foot. Died on the 16th of
February, 18s50.

§ The only officer of the Queen’s army under the grade of Captain rewarded with a
step of honorary rank for this action,
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From Muster Rolls, Pay Lists, and Monthly Returns 29th Fool —

|
Chilianwala, 13th fanuary, 1849 }
|

Majors

Lleul Cols

!

Strength of Regiment going into action | 2
Killed *
Wounded *
Missing

Major —Matthew Snuth

Lieutenants { HT

Honble H M Monckton

Metge

Ensign—G H Newull

Serjt Carey, Patrick
» Long, Robert

Pte. Beech, Richard
» Buckley, Charles
» Bunting, Thomas
» Campbell, James
» Cooney, Edmund
» Cotter, Pierce

» Dailey, Barnard
» Darmon, Joseph
» Dawkins, Henry
» Dempsey, Patnck

i

1||
1|
;
|

i

i
Orricrrs WoUNDI Iy

Caprauns

202 y2)

Lmumn nts

| 3
1
"
|
!

O\ Fm.u,n».

Shght contusion

Suverely

Very severely

Shghtly

Knien

Pte Donovan, John

"

1"

Privates—T. Taylor and T.

Mumm}.

Larnol, John

idier, John

(nles, Wilham
Gastiler, John

Guest, Fredernck
Haggett, Geoge
Hopkins, Michael
Hussey, John

Jenkins, Wilhiam, 2682
McDermott, Dominich
McGlaughlin, Charles

MissinNG

Marriott Thomas
Mayo James
Mulling 1 homas
Naylor, William
Pratt, Wilham
Shenton, Janes
Laylor, Tonas

1 wambley, John
Walker, [homas
Walsh, Ihomas
Wildbore, Jamces

Vornem (in Indian battles the missing may generally be

gttt MFM{

Killed—

Wounded—=c - 4 .

2 Serjeants, - Drummers, 29 Rank and File,

194

I

1849



