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Their replies were as foHows :-

The first answer received was from Major Gregory L. Way. who 
served with the 29th from. 1832M50. 

" Wick Hdll, Brighton. 

March 30-86. 
" Dear Captain- Everard. 

When quartered at Plymouth shortly .lfter our return 
from the l\lauritiu'i in 1838, the offer of becoming Fu..,ilicr~ WdS made, 
but declined by Colonel Simpson. 

11 ... meeting uf officers Will> held on thl' quc<.,tion, it mu~t h,lVC 

been. when I Wd.'i on lCdve, for it W<L'i • on my return tlMt I rlr~t heard of 
the offer, dod of the un.l1limou .. wi..,h ..l.g<\in!>t .my .dterdtion or addition 

to the well known unci well loved- 29th. 

Yr!, trul y, 

GKN,O I.:.Y WAY. " 

The !\t!ConJ reply c..t.me from Licut ·Gcner.d John McNeill 

Walter, '*' c.B. ,-
" 27 Holldnd P.lrk, \V., 

6 A I'ril, I 886. 
" My dedr Sir, 

•. I am in n:ccipt of your letter of th~ 29th March- it 
witl give mt! much plea!:.ure to give you .loy inforl1lJ.tion relative to the 
old 29th that 1 can r~collect or mdY have noted. My father served 
with the Regt. for a long period. J WdS with him as a boy, and ~ed 
in the Regt. from 1835 b) '39. I have ever entertained the greateSt 
rt!gard for the Regt .• which 1 consider onl'of the most distinguished in 
the Service- none in my opinion have a higher record . 

• , ~ - , ., )i .... f 

'" Lteut. Walter exchanged to the 90~ Foot aD the 8t}1 of Itf.ar, : t~_. 



What you read in the Umted Service Gazette i!> perfe.tly true. 1838 
The Service companie .. of the Regime nt j,lncied dt Plymouth on the 
9th of March, 1838. from the M.1uritiu~ - the Depot tompcl.nic~ h,ld 
been quartered at Mount Wi~(; Bdrr<lck,> for two years previou~. My 
father was in command of the Depbt camp' and I WdS the Adjutant 

Colonel Simpson, who h,1U been Adjt of the GuarJ~.it \A'aterloo, 
received an invitation to dille with the Duke of Wellll1gton at the 

Waterloo Banquet-and on hi~ retu rn it was notified to the Regt th.u 
they could be made into a ~egt. of Grc11adlCrs or FlfsdlCrs if they 
wished it- all of us juniors were anxious for It - but the ~eriior officers 
were oppoS't:d to It, ,111<.1 it was declmed. The rea~on I heelrd g iven 
was-that to be made ,I 1teW FU~llier or Greno.ldler Regt. would di~t rdct 
from the great di<;tll1ctlon th .lt the 29th had co.lrned. \Ve ~ub!'. were 
disgusted, as we would h,lve been m,lde 2nd LicUb. , and ranked over 
dll Ensigns. 

Among~t the officers oppo,>ed to the change were the following 

Majors 

Captains 

Lieut. 

{
john V. E'van ... 

John 'V <liter. 

fTho,. ll. Hickin (,,) 
'Richard Lucas. Comd" LIght Comp.1ny 

J. G. Weir 

There were many strange and grand old customs kept up in the 
old corps-At Mess we alway .. dined with cross belt on and d.lreJ not 
take off our swords. Before all parades were formca,-guaras paraded, 
~uet& marched-a dnlm ~nc1 fife beat off . H earts of Oak' 

Arter dinner-after the Health of the Queen was given, the 
~~~~t pve . The Custom of the Mes!> '-this led to many 
~.~ there were ladies at dinner. 
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'. Do you recollect a very large and old snuff box" that the 
regiment had; have they it now? It llsed to afford great fun when 
any ' young renow joined, as it was supposed for the time being to 
belong or to be held by the ugliest man in the regiment. For years it 
wa.<; held by Major . . . Shortly after the arrival of the 
regiment from the Mauritius, it was decided to have a new service of 
v1ate, and that of the Service and Depot companies joined. Each 
officer of the regiment, serving, received some small memento of the 
old silver. I got the cnclo.,ed La salts poem, dale 1802] <md have kept 
it in my dcs.k ever !:.ince, and I now a~k you r acceptanct: of it. 

Sinn::rdy yr~. 

j. Mt N . W.\LTtIC" 

" Hd. Qr>., 
York, 20 J line, 'S4. 

" My dear Everard, 

"About the rear 1826 (I think) my fathe r was to have 
got the command of the 29th, but he wa~.gi\'t'n the 93rd instead. H e 

often told me (he died a f(;:w years ago) that the RegI. wa~ offered the 

distinction of being made Fusiliers nr Light Infantry dbout that time. 
That is dll I know. '1 he Rcgt. had .tlso black drummt:rs. J wish I 
could give you more information. 

Yrs sincerely, 

H. G. MCGREGOR. " § 

Colonel the Honble. H. Manners Monckton, who in 1850 
exchanged as captain to th e 3rd Light Dragoons, ~ays :_H After 

• When the regiment was stationed in Jersey In 1875-76, Major Murchison uted 
often to mention thiS snuff box. It io; &aId to have disappeared about the time the 
regiment went to India, viz, J 842. 

§ Now Col. H. G. McGregor, C,H., A.D.C.; half.pay the Worcestersltire kfCila,t!gt) 
excbo.nged to the 29th from the '7th Foot in 1869, as Captain. 
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watch setting' Rule Britannia' was often pl.lyed in<;tcdd of' God Save 1838 
the Queen,' in mt:nlOry of the 29th having !:>crvcd on board the IlCl!t.1'> 

marines;" and Major Lyle write .. : - " For rc .. Ln, .Iftt-r I joined (18 .. /3). 
the drums alterndte night,> at [.lttou, pl.l)"cd olf with' Heart'> 01 0 .11...,' 

which tradition said, wa<> ill!:>titutet.l to ComllWllJ()r.ltc for ever, the action 

of the gloriou!:> I!:>t of June , I i94. in ..... hich our rcgimt:lll hdd !:>criuu ... 

losses .. " 

While Olt"ntioning th( s(: old n.:gimcut,ll cu<:.tom., .wel lO'I ':>b, it 1ll.1Y 

not be amiss here to givt: twu '>(luriquct!:, ~ by wh il.h Col. Monckton. 

Surgeon-General TroLJ!:>Jdl , <lna Ill,my other old offiu::r!:> of tke regiment 

say, the 29th was known in year!:> gone by the!:>e wt: rc "The Old and 

Bold," and .. The Guard!:> of the Line." 

On the 29th of May, Major-General koix!rt Ellice in:::'lJectecl the 
head-quarters of the regiment at Plymouth Cl lddd, and reported:­
"Tbere is one black drummer, the l.t~t of a co rps of black drummer:::., 
The arms arc old and unservlt.e.1ble, application for new arms will be 

made when the whole corp'> is a:::...,t.:mLled. The accoutrement::, of the 
regiment bave alway~ varie<tl lrom other regiment..... New dccoutrc­
ments are now ordered for the whole regiment according to reguldtion:::., 
with tbe exception of the Star on the pouch, which j:::. !><mctioned by 

authority. " 

On the 1st of September, the new accoutrement!> were taken into 

wear by the regiment. In thi!:> :::.upplr the olu regimcnt<li lMyonet 

belt was discontinued, the new belt being of the regulation pattern. 

Being re1ieveu on the 17th and 18th of Octobt.:r. by tht.: 46th .. lIld 

85th Dep6ts, the regiment marcheu ill t\\ 0 divisions from PI) mouth 

Citadel to Devonport, where it occupied the f..'Ioulil 'Wise. Ceorge '~ 

Square, Picquet, aud Granby Uarracks . 

. Tlto .. Vein Openen," "The Everswordcu ' "Two and a Hook, ' ,m; also old 
"~oi'_tal .pna", .. , 
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__ 011 the 9th of November, Lieut. Brown, with 1 serjeant, 29 rank 
and file, embarked on board the "Devon" tender, for Pendennis 
castle to relieve Lieut. Cuninghame's detachment, which returned to 
Devonport the next day. 

On the 29th, the funeral of Captain and Paymaster Farewell took 
place at St. George's Chapel, Stonehouse. 

Early in December, orders were received to recruit to the full 
establishment of 739 rank and file. 

1839 On the 5th of February, a detachment. under En ... ign Walter, 
embarked on board H. M. steamer ., Meteor" to relieve Lieut. Brown's 
party statiunt.d at Pt:llllennis castle. It rejoined hC.ld-quarters on the 
12th of May. 

On the 18th of February, five companies, under command of 
Major the Honble. C. A. Wrottt:=sley, marched to T.wi:.tock ; the 
remaining five, under Major Hickin, proceeded to Plympton and 
Ridgeway. where they were billeted during the re-election of Sir 
George Grey at Devonport. . 

By Warrant, dated the und of February, 1839, the umver<ml pattern hlg star plate, 
worn on the chaco of non-commlSSloned officers, tank and file, was abohshed, a round 
brass plate three JI'lchcs In dIameter, rIbbed hOrIZontally and edged WIth a raised wreath of 
laurel leaves, the whole surmounted by a crown, bemg substItuted. 

The Battahon compames bad the regimental number In raised burmsb~d numerals 
In the centre; the LIght company, a small bugle above the figures. On the 
discontinuance of bearskin caps by the GrenadIers of the regiment, and adoption 
of the chaco, a Similar plate to that worn by the LIght company, but .... Ith a 
grenade In its ('entre In heu of a bugle, was Introduced. These chaco plates ""erc 
worn up to 1855. A patent leather chlll-wap, and a fall behmd, was also. by tbe 
above Warrant, Quccted to be added to the hat. (Vide 3rt (If May, J'S/o} 

On the 23rd, the regiment returned to its former quarters, and on , 
the 9th of April a detachment consisting of 1 serjeant, with 21 tar1k 
and file, under Ensign Molle, was sent to Nicholas Island ~ it rd~ 
to head-quarters on the 11 tb of May. 
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Un the 30th of April, four compdnies which were in tht> Mutton 1839 
Cove Barracks moved into Cumbcrl.md Squ<ire. 

The unfavourable hdrve~t of the two preceulIIg ye.lf'> h.wing 
occasioned much di!:>tre~~ among tht.. lower c1"'>!,l!<', the opportunity Wd<, 

seized by people of a revolut ion,try ch,lrdcter, to t:AClte the m,l., .. c!, to 
riot and di.,order. (. Chartist ... ," '"',I'> the n.llne ,1 ..... UIllCd by .I c:.ollc,tde r<iblc 
body of the lower order ... who ,>hortl y <Ifter the J-la,>,~ing of the Reform 
Bill in 1832, demanded a new Charter. or thorOllgh re-oq.~<lI1i.tation 

of the LO'hcr Hou .. e of Parildmcnt In the dutumll of '3~, the"e 
people, armed with gun<" pikt"!:>, and other wt:d\JOn<;, held. nldllY 1.1rge 
meetings in the North of EngLlIld, ,111<1 III '3Q the country Wd'> -,0 lllut.h 
disturbed by ... uch (I <; ... emblage ... ~ ,lIlel th~ m,lI1)' exct:s ... e., comm itted hy 

the Chartl!:>h, more (".,pec l,dl, in the large m,mtlf<lct~nl1g districts in the 
north, that the strong .trm of ld W Wel" found ol...cc!:>,>ary to curL them. 

In the meanwhile these dl~tu r",l!l(.e., wert! extending further ,>outh, ,lilt! 

on the 23rd of Apnl, in consequence of l!ltdligencc.; received of .1 

serious riot h..tving taken VtlCC.! ,It Llullton, el detdchment, under com­
mand of Major \OVrotte..,ley, Lon..,l..,t ing of three companie ... , viz, the 

GrenadIer.., ""ith Captd.lII 15r,lke, Lleut.., \t\' d.Y dnu Cuningh.:l.me, the 

Light company, under comn1.:l.no of Lleut Byng, dlld thd.t of L'lpt<lIll 

Congreve, with Lieut Gt:rclrd, A~'>rstJ.nt-Surgeon HdWkc), >" v, 
6 serjeant!:>, 2 drummer!:>, with 104 rdllk und file, mdfcheu to thdt 1O .... n, 

but its services being no longer found nccc,>!:>ary. it W..l'" ordered to 
South Wales, where tli..,turlMncc!:> were thre.ltt:IH:~d by the <lUddc iou!:> 

conduct of the Charti!.t!:>. J\Llrching therefo re to Bri ... tol , It cro~..,(>tl 

thence by Packet to Newport, Monmouth",hire, .... here It ""'1'" rtx.t.:ivcd 
with welcome by the inhabit,lIlts, .tnt! billeted 111 the ilcem.ed hou..,c!:> 0 1 

that town. Later on, one of the compJ.nie~ m,lrcht..d to the .... orkhou~, 
,~W to be quartered. From d.1l early hour 011 tht.: loth of May, the 

«\WoO Was in a state of great excitement in expectdtion of the arrival of 

~ CIilart~st teader. Vincent, who two Ja} ~ prevlou!:>ly had been 
~.at Ius house in London, The Md),or d,lld MJ.gi~trdte!' of the 
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UJa9 borough, attended by all those within a circuit of 20 miles, together 
with the Lord·Lieutenant of the County, were at their poS[~ <It 7 am., 

and proceedce) to swear in special constables to the number of 500. 
The detachment of the 29th Regiment was under arms at daybreak. 
These' preliminary arrangements having been made, the police arrested 
one Townsend, junr., and on the arrival of the Packet, Ed\ltMLi'i. 
another notorious Chartist, was taken into custody. A slight and 
ineffectual attempt at a rescue was made. During tht: whole ddy the 
banks and ~hops were clo~d, bu!>incs!> was at ~l !,tanJ.,till, dnd tht 

utmost consternation prevailed throughollt the town, d~ relJorts were 

rife that a large band of colliers wouln make ;to oo"lallKht to\\drd:-. the 
evening. 

Although pul;!lic meetings were for a time abandon eli , it was 
ascertained that secret organizations continued to exi~t, [t wa!) there­
fore thought advisable, in case of further disturbance!) in \Vales, or the 
manufacturing districts of Wiltshire and Somersebhirt:, to have a force 
concentrated at Bristol to form a point d' ap/mi. \Vith this i<.lea d 

detachment of artillery was ordered there, frolll \Voolwich, a troop of 
the loth Hussar:, from Dorchester, and the 29th Foot from Devon­

port. 

On the 8th of May, two companies under command of Major 
Hickin, marched for Bristol. where they <Irriveli on the 16th: tht:!)c 
were followed on the 13th by two other comp<mies, under Captain 
Eaton, and on the 14th by the hedd-quarters and three companies, 
under command of Lieut.-Colonel Simp~on, 

Previous to thi<;, Major-General Ellice addre!)sed the regiment on 

parade in George Square, and expressed in the highest terms, his appro­
bation of the general conduct of the corps during the period it had bce.n 
under his command. On the head-quarter division reaching I vybrid~, 
Colonel Simpson proceeded on leave of absence. ptnding hjs eACba.nge 
to half-pay, and Major Evans, who joined the he-dd-quarters from ~ 
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of absence. took over the command. A", the divi .. ion was m.trching 1839 
from the Cheddar Cliffs into Bristol, Ensign Walter, who was carrying 
one of the colours, being taken unwell, feqtlc<;ted to be relieved, the 
Adjutant. Lieut. A. T. Hemphill , asked M.ljer EV.ln.,' pcrmi!><;ion, on 
which the latter rode back, h<tltt'tl the b.J.ttdlion, emu dismounting, took 
the colour. dnu carried it for ",ornt' time, making known to th(· ft'gimcnt 

that the I.I<.,t time he carried colour ... wa<, ,1':0 tl ,ro]untcer.lt Roli4l<l or 

Vimicra. That night M'ljor E V,lll '> wa" t.d,.en scriou..,ly ill , dnd heing 
shortly after <.,cnl to hi.., '>1!lICf\' hou.,c, di ed there on the 2nd 01 July. 

On arriving at lln..,tol, pJ.rt of [hi<; divi",ion wen[ lnt'? billet.:" and 

part occupied the A rmoury lJ1 ~t'lplclon Road 

After the arre ... t of Vllllen~, the Charti '>ts in the IWIghbnurhoou of 
Newport bcmg more quiet. the LIght company. under command of 

• Lieut. Byng, wa~ orderul to rejoin ht:,1.d-quarter,>, and reached Bristol 
on the 4th of JUll(> Oil the 19th, En ... ign Power, , '>erjc<l1lt, with 25 
rank and file, marched to Trowbridge. and on the I'>t of July Ensig n 
Croker, ..... ith 1 corper,.l and 30 priv,\tc<;. pnKt(·{\{:<\ to !'\cwport to 

relieve the Grenadier comlldlly. ldpt.un Congn>ye\ C011l1Mn), ..... ith 

Ensign Croker\ p •• rt),. f('lh<lined cIt Ne"'·porl till tht 9th of Octobt'r, 
when they hoth marched to Join the reglOwnt .It \\'oolwlch. where they 
arrivt'd on the 17th in<, tant. 

The 29th wa~ now ordered to North,unptoll,>hire, hut previous to 
its departure from Bri~tol, Col. F.lrmer. C. B., iv.ut'd ,l Garri'>oll Order, 
dated the loth of July, exprcsl>ing his approbation of the <.OOlluct of 
the regiment whilst stationed there, 

The following day, Capt<lin Alvc<;, Lieut, Stepney, I serjeant, with 
29 rank and file, marched for Trowbritlgc, ..... here they were stationed 
till the 6th of October, when they marched for \Voolwich. 

On the I Jth of July, three companic<;, under Captain Sharrock, 
ana th<: next day, head-quarters and two companies under Major 

~W~ ma.rched for Weedon. wht~re they .lrrived on the 18th 

~'19t&' 
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fP1l Majot- Hickin. with three companies and the following officers, 
viz., Captains Eaton and Phillpotts, Lieuts. V.i. Hemphill. Brown, 
Durbin, and Molle', remained at Bristol ill the temporary barracks at the 
Armoury, till the 5th of October, when they marched for Woolwich, 
where they arrived on the 12th. 

On the 22nd of Alfgust, orders were received for the establishment 
of the regiment to be augmented from the 1 !!th in,>t. <;1') a ... to consist as 
follows. 10 companies, I colonel , J lieut -colond, 2 md-jor';, 10 captains, 
12 lieutenants, 8 ensign,>, I poly-master, I ddjutant. I quartl:f-md<;ter, 

I surgeon, 1 a<;si:.tant-,>urgeon, I '>crjeallt-m,ljor, r quarter-rna<;ter 
serjeant, I paymastC'r c:;crjcant, I arlllorer 'it'rjt'<Hlt, I .!>choolnM:.tcr 
serjeant. 1 hO'3pital scrjcclOl, J orderly rhom clerk, 10 colour '>c rj(,.-1.nt '>, 
30 serjeant ... 40 con>oral .. , I drum major, 13 drummer .. and fifer'>, 760 
private'>. 

On the 6th of September, the head-quarter.., and the Flank com­
panies marcht'd into the Northampton Barrack... A detachment uneler 
command of Major Luc3'>, con<;i'>ting of 2 c.lptains, 4 sub,llte rn'>, 1 staff, 
12 serjeants, I drummer, and 242 rank dod. file, was left at \Veedon. 

On the 9th of October, Captain .. Weir'~ <md PalairN's companie .. 
from Weed0n, and the Grenadiers from Northampton, proceeded under 
command of Major Sharrock, by rail to llcptford and \~,1u0Iwich . The 
next day , head-quarters from Northampton, under command of Lieut.­
Col. Wrotteslcy, being joined at Ro,\cle by a detachment from Weedon, 
under command of Lieut. Walter, consisting of 2 subalterns, I staff. 
5 serjeants, with 135 rank and file. proceeded by rail to London and 
Woolwich. 

Writing on the 26th of April, 188b, Lieut.-General Walter said ;­
II I met the head"qudrters at Roade ..lncI marcht·d with them through the 
City of London, and arrived at Woolwich barracks the !'ameday. The 
officers with us were Co1. Wrottesley. Lieutenant J. O. L~,. ~n$ip, 
Fred Coventry, Geo. H. Jones, and Surgeon C. T. ln~. , W~ 
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marched through Temple Bar, passed the Horse Guards, ovcr \Vest· 1839 
minster Bridge. to Woolwich. I commanded, and marched with the 
leading comY, but I could not say for certain whether our bayonel~ 
were fixed, but I feel sure the band played t- I at the time was under 
the impression that the same priv ilege had been g ranted to the Regt. 

o~ Fa I~ R 
"BATTALIOS ,. COMI'.\N\, 

01 -
.. GIO NAIHI.I{" CUM 1'.\1\ \. 

~ to the Buffs, and for the h..,t 45 ycar~ have mentioned thj~ circum­
!lt~nce w~en speaking of the regimcm, and it W, l '> ncv('r con tradicted. 
--- ----

t ' ln Do previous It"ttenhis officer Yo'rotc - " and mar<.hcd throu~h the ('I t)' of London, 
If''''~.Peawng and colours, IlIlIs ,sf,rblislung our rtltht /(1 (/(1 so-tilt: &ame a .. the ........ " 
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f889 1 understood that it was Colonel Wrottesley 's interest that settled the 
matter, his relations being connected with the city." 

On the 1St of November, the regiment WdS inspected at Woolwich 
hy Lieut.-General Lord Bloomfield, who the next day caused the 
following Gent:rdl Order co be published :-" The Commandant hac; 
great satisfaction in conveying to Lieut.-Colonel Wrottesley, the 
officers. non-commi!;sioncd officer<;, and privates of the 29th 
Regiment, his entire ,lpprobation. not only of their appearance in the 

field, but of the steadiness amI prccj~ion with which the several 
manc:euvres were directed anJ executed." 

On the 30th, two companies, under Lieutenant" Cuninghame and 
Walter, marched from \\Iool",ich B~.rracks 10 join Major Sharrock'.., 
detachment at Deptford, and a ... .c;i ... t in performing lh(' duties at the 
Docks and Victu'~lling Yard. 

On the I ... t of December, the Grcnadit>r!> and NO.3 company 
proceeded to Deptford to relieve No. 2 and the Light company. 

1840 On Serje.1l11 Tyler being appointtd b,lIldma'51er of the 69th Foot, 
Lieut.-Colonel \Vrotte"It'y .mel the office r'> presented him with a .,ilver 
snuff Lox, on the lid of which W<t'5 a repre'5cntation of" Ma/{'pprt on th{· 
wild hor"e ," and tht, fullowing in~cription . -- .. Pre<;ented to Serjeant. 
and late llandma!:.ter, \Villiam Tyler, by the Officerb of the 29th 
Regiment, on his leaving after;) <,ervice of 21 ycars.- 2 April , 1840." 

On the 3rd of May, the new ehllco~, with n patent leather ehm strap, Instead of 
scales, were t.'lken mto wear. 

Nos. 2, 5, and 8 proct'eded 00 the 30th to Deptford to relieve 
Nos. 4. 6, and 7 com paoies. 

Orders having been received for the regiment to proceed to 
Edinburgh, on the 4th of July, the head-quarters and seven companies, 
under command of Lieut -Colonel \~trottesley. embarked on board 
H.M.S. "Apollo," 46 guns, for passage to Leith. Major Hickin's 

• 
detachment, stationed at Deptford, being relieved by the 60th ~, 
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embarked at D eptford Docky.trd on bo.ml the Cuvcrnlllf'nt ~te.lmc r 1840 
"Vesuvius." Havmg disemharked on tht> loth, the regi ment Illdrch('d 
from Le ith to Ed11lhurgh ca"tlt.', wht'rt· It n 11('\ l!d the 78th }l l~hLlll!ltr ... 
Small pd.rtie ... under UlllllllJ,1!d of ... Cq t· ,l1H,> ","LI( n'lW (It (, I( lwd til 

GreenJdw dno Leith 

On the 15th of Augu'>t the regimc nt,d !',md aUt'lldt'd thl:' cere mony 
of laying the lou nd<1tloll '>tone of , I monumt'n t to I..)lr \V<il le r t.,cott. 
the Loro Provo ... t of Ed1111111r\4'h ,tnd thL Gr.lIld \ Ll ... t( r M,I<'OI1 o[ 
Scotldnd comnwnclllg t h( C( r ('mOll} \\ Ith lIH lI'>(I,li lIla'oOlllC rite' .. 

h hd vmg Ilccn J CCH.led LO pre':>lllt lH'"," colour<, to the rq~ lIncnt. 1841 
General the F.lrI of C<lthc,lrt. who III I i97 \\>,1" prollwl!'d [r(lm the 
colandcy of the 29th to that of fh c Llfc Gu,lrd .. , ",".1" Invited h} Lord 
Strafford to perform the ce remony, bu t bcmg' Ull,lhk ~o .ltlcnd. '>( lit the 

foll()wlllg- rt'pl y 
( .l(l1cu t 

•• 1\1 Y (h',lr Colon{·j \ Vrow ,>k). 

, 1 lO'>L not a '1101111. lit 111 '>t'ndlllt! to ) ou my u( <,t th.m \... .. 
for your lette r of th l.! 14th lIl!:>t . .tnd tor tht 1110<.,t ohhgmg (t 'col!eclion 
<lIld sentlmcn t~ ", h lch you haH ... 0 ktndl) ('prl ..... 1 t1 rill tht '>UhJLC l of 
my h.lVing IJc!ongl'd to th<. 29th }{eglllltnt 

There i .. no ev<.nt III my bit. tholt I look. bud. upon \\Ith more 
pleasure, th.m the ) ear~ I hud th<. h..1ppl!1e~.., to \>,,'> .. III thal rlglllll'n t 

which 1 never expec ted to le.1ve. h.ld It not' been HI .. i\LIJe"t~ Kl llg 

George the Third '" g raclOU<; pl( .1 .. urL to movt tnL to the C,l\.llr) .1Ild 
to his Life Guard~ I hC.lfd vvlth gre.lt (khght th,lt tlw 29th \\( rc to 
be statfbned at Glasgo ...... and \\.1'> re joiced to thml-. th ,lt. th..1t Circum· 

stance would place me withm the re.lch of ~C(,lllg tht m agcl Jn but m) 
~lth will I fear not allow me to proht <\':> Il1lKh .1'> 1 \\.1'., m hopt'... 1 
stilt indulge myself in the expectation 01 dUlIlg '>0 dUring the time you 

~~~.bere. I fear I dare not undertdkc .1.11)' active c)"crtion , 
• ~~ver desirous I should be to pl~{"p myc;t' lf in reldtion WIth the 

FF 



aut regiment to which I shall never c~ase to feel the most affectionate 
t:egard, but which I fear J cannot hope to be able to perform, and I 
must beg of you my dear Colonel to accept the will for the deed. and 
to be assured of my most sincere regard and uncea!'>ing affection for 
the 29th, which I should be most happy to prove by any ~xcrtion 

of mine. 

I will take as ear1.y an opportunity as I am able to express to Lord 
Strafford how much 1 am flattered and obliged by hi.:; propo<>al that I 
should have the honor of pre'icnting to the rt'gimcnt the new color!:., 
which are to replace, in due time, tho'>c wbich I have often .:;worn fealty 
and been so proud to follow, as long :1'> I had any right to that honor. 
Meanwhile accept the assurance of m~ !>inccrc affection and reg-Md. 

(Signed) CATIILA1{T, 

(~(!IH.:ral. .. 

On the 17th of May, the regiment was inspected on the Brunts­
field Links by Major-General Lord Greenock, K.C.B., commanding 
the forces in Scotland. 

On tbe 1St of June, the left wing, under Major Sharrock, marched 
from Edinburgh c~tle for Glasgow. H alting ,u Linlithgow that night, 
the following day two of the companies proceeded to Cumbcrnauld, and 
three to Kilsyth, and thence on the 3rd to Gla'>gow, where they 
relieved the 58th Regiment. The next day, Licut. Brown went by 
steamer with I serjeant, 18 rank and file, to Dumbarton castle, where 
the detachment remained till the 29th of July. 

The right wing and ht:ad-quarters, under Lieut.-Colonel W rottesle.y.. 
left Edinburgh en route for Glasgow on the 3rd of June. 

On the 16th, Major-General Lord Greenock, in presence ~ it 
numerous and fashionable assemblage, presented new colours to t~ 
29th, in the Queen's Park; his lordship's father, Lord Cathcari,libOOgb 
most anxious to be present, was unequal to the fatigue aod e~nt 
of so interesting a cere.Q)Pny. 
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After the new colour,> h,ul been cou<.,ccr,ltt'd U) the Rt' vd 1\1 1841 

Aitcheson. Lonl Greenock C<11lle forw<ml. and in a (orciLl(' "\, e('~ h, in 
which he dwelt fedingly nn the peculJ'lrl) "U01H.~ ti c whllh h,ld hound 
him to the f t'"gilllt:nt from hI.., C<.lr!tt'"..,t thddhood C'll te f{'d lIUn d 

lengthened del,til of it" tb"llllgut'>hed ..,c r V1CL'> ..,l!lC't.' It-. fOrll1.1tltm (IllUfe 

particularly adve rt ing to it" bnlllant ,u:.hit''v{'mcm'" III the Pcnm'>ul.l, 

where on scver,d occ, l"ion'> it rt'celved tlw hrg!-! dpprohalloll of the 

Duke o f \Vellingtoll ,md Lord Hill ), ,Uld t'u!og'l"'('d I II \\.t r m term ... It <; 

gallantry .111<1 di,,>cipliJH.', both m the field ,t!HI III qll,lrtl'h iI .lvmg 

pa .. '>ed <;orne high encomium ... on it'> pr('v-'nt qatl:' ,Ind ,lppCdr,lnU" .... hi ... 
lord<;hip concluded by expnc .. ,>mg- hi .. 11l1qU,lltllt.:d .1111>10\,,11 o(JI,> cond uc t 

during its st'l)' In Scod.lIld, ,1Ild 1}1 t.: gn"d t rcgn"l he felt ,It It<; <lppro,l(.:h" 

ing departure Hi ... \.)(.:,,\ ..... i"h<.., for It-. welLtrt, ,md p ro"!JLrH), would 
accompan y it ",hercH'r It .... cll l, ,md mo ... t .... ( kOl tlc \\ould he tht' 

con tingency which ... hould bring th t'm togetlwr ag.lin .II ,my future 

period. lIi<; lonl"hl/J Ih{:n IJro({:("c\t:d to 1)]"(<'<"l1 t the col()\lr<;.~ to tht.: 

two ~cn ior e nsign ... , C H 1\1 j on(''' ,lIld j \Y Ri{ hanl"'()I1, ",hn 

received them kneeling 

Lieut. -Lolonel \ iVrotle,;,,\e) thut ClturHnl thank ... to h I'> ]nnl..,hljl Oil 

behalf of the rcgullc nl. .md ';",lId lhdt whde they rcgn lted th(, ah ... t'nce 

o( Lord Cathc,lrt upon ti d.., ()cca~j()n, 11 dffonlt'd the m "')f1( en gr<i.t ific.t­

tion to receive their 11<"W Lolour" (rom the h.mo.., of '00 <.h'otlllguI.,hed ,In 

offict:! r, the immcdlal<: c!t'..,u'ndtlnt of <l11( to \\t ho..,( C'\, t 'l tlOn.., tlw 29th 

was indebted in no small dcgn..'c fo r the proud dl ... tinctlon which it h,ld 

* Wrltmg from the Juntor Army ,mo Na\} llub, l\!:I} 2'ilh, il)S7, l\l:\.J01 I }lc .. a}<, 

wIJi'be colours presenled m 184 1 "'ert.' (ut up III my pfl~enlc al .\loer .. hot, I Ihm). III 

t~(i~.nd all the old officer,> who h:ld ~ecll altl\t <,erV1CL unuer Ihem ).(ot l'0rI101I" T he 

~rl of that tmle, got perml~SlO I1 to hal t: colour,> made up iI} thL ,( hoolml .. trc~~ i\ll '> 

~man-:-thlli \Ias done, and Ihe) ,", ere au ,ldled to tilL '>1:Ivu 'I he rcgltllent1J loJour "is ~er than that of the Queen 's, " .. a llil 110' k/lfx hd off al C,oilr,tOn 'J hIS \\:lS 
a'lre.1 Cl.uie of a new presentatIon not bClIlg dc .. llul I .. till ret:lI11 m} I>orllon of the 

~~ .. Rtsitnental colour, and WIll WIth plea~urc send them to you, If you thmk 

W~ for yQur QOllectlon," 
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1M! been its good fortune to earn; he felt confident that the .. acred charge 
now entrusted to them under such favourable auspices would be jealously 
guarded, and that they would endeavour to preserve untarnished 
the honour acquired for them by their predecessor~, the memory of 
whose gallant deeds they would ever cherish with feelings of pride and 
veneration. Colonel "vVrottesley concluded by exprt'""ing hj~ conviction 
that they would alwafs en tertain a g rateful <.,cll<,e of the kindness they 
had received from Loru Cn:cnock personally , ,1S wt"l1 as from the 
Countess, and of the ho<;pi tality that hno been extended to them during 
the period of thie:; thei r first service in Scotlrlnd. 

After trooping thp new colours and lll<lrching past in ... Iow and 
quick tiOlt, the regiment returned to barrack." where til(' men, thC'ir 
wives, and familie<;, were regaled With an cxcellent ami <.,ubstant i.l\ • 
dinner of good old English {,trc. In the t'vclling, the '>('ry:anh 01 th(' 
regiment entertained dt di nner those o{ the r 7th l .. lIlcer~, and of the 
recruiting staff in GLl<;gOW. Loru Greellock With Ill' .... tdff, the he,l<i<; 

. of departments, and the commanding offict'r~ oj corJ!~, JineJ at ,>even 
o 'clock with the! officcrf. of the 29th, emd afwr the CllS[otn,lry lOdStS. hi ... 
lord!:>hip propo~ed "S\\cces~ to the New L:olour~.' \'vhl{h w,,<., drunk III 

a bumper and with the utmost t'nthusla'>m. 

The old colours. which were afterward~ presented to the Colond, 
Lieut.-General John Lord Strafford, .lre !otdl Jlre~crvcJ .1t \VrOlhi1.lll 
Park, near Barnct. 

A photograph of thesc colours was taken In J 886, with the help 
of Mr. Lewis Taylor, and the kind p<.:rmi~!>ion of the present Earl, 
whose father, when <;erving with the regiment, had often carried them. 

Although orders had been received on the 14th of June for the 
regiment to be in readiness to cross to Ireland, it was not till August 
the 2nd, 4th, and 6th that it embarked at Glasgow, in three divisions, 
on board the "Aurora " and" Tartar " steamers for passage to lklfa$t, 
where they landed the days following. Whilst stationed . ~ a 
subaltern 's party was detached io Carrkkfergus. 
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By HOf'iC Gu.uds' Letter dated the 6th of J<tnu.lry IRep, twenty 1842 
men were allowed to voluntt'cr for '>crvlce m .1 corp., then being r.n<,(·d 
to garrison St. Hdcna. Ench indivIdual rccclVt!d a bounty of thirty 
shillings for ~o doing. and thl' number "pcufietl wt!rc ..,trucl.. olf the 
strength of the regiment on th(: I<;t of h::IJrUdry. 

On the 6th of March, with the view 01 prepanng the 29th for 
service in India, order .. wen: received for ib eM.tbli .. hment to be raised 
~"UOO rau,k and file, and volunteer~ wert:: recdved from the 14th, 

l4J1'1l. 56th: 76th, and 89th Depot;. . ; 



1842 On the 29th instant, 3 captains, 5 subalterns, I staff, 15 serjeants, 

15 corporals, 2 drummer!:o, and 333 privates embarked on board the 
" Britannia II !>teamer for Liverpool, en route to 'AT eedon. The following 

day the Carrickfergus uetachment ffiMChcd into BelfJ.~t. On the 
31st of !\'i arch and the 2nd of April, [he remainder of the regiment 

embarked in two Jivi~ion!., on board the .. Britd.nnia II and "Duche ... s 
of Kent, " and ou landing at Liverpool abo proceeded by train to 

Weedon. 

On the 8th, the e<;t<lbli!:>hment of the reginlt' nt being fixed at 

I colonel, 2 lieut.-colond." 2 majo r!:>, q c<l(Jtdin!., 20 Iiell tenant!>, 7 ensign ... , 
7 !>laR, 52 :'CljCdllts, 45 corporal ... , 19 drummer">, and 950 private,>, 
Md.jor Hickin W<J.!> therefore appoint~d :md hf'u t.-colon e1, hut as. he 

retired from [he !f~ rvice almost immediately. l\I.Ljor R. I' l)oug l'l"> W,t~ 
promoted in hi!> place. Lieut.-Col the H o nble. C 1\ \Vrottc..,ley 01.1..,0 

retired, having exchunged to half-lJay \\'ith Colonel James Simp,>on. 

Leaving a Depot of 1 captain, 2 lieutenants . I staff; 4 serjeants, 
J drummer, 4 corpoTd.I". and 33 privates at Wt'edon, the regimen t 
proceeded to London by rail. in three di'\'i,,>i()n~. ou the 7th, ! 3th, and 
, 4th, and from thence to \-Varley Bdrrack..., Tilbury fort , anu 
Gravc!.end. 

On the 9th of April, the Grenadier!> 3.nJ N('I. 3 company, com­
manded re!:opectivdy by Captains Drake and K itchencr, with Lieuts. 

Coker and Jones, Ensign the Honble. H. M. Monckton, nnd Assislant­

Surgeon TrousdelJ, M.ll., marched from Warley Barra('k~ to Tilbury 

Fort, where, having piled <lrms (the old Brown Bc~~) the men were put 
into boats and raken out to the " Beulah. " Soon arrer the Grenadiers 

had embarked, they were ordered to break up the wicker baskets con­

taining their bearskin caps, and to pack the cap" in crates brought on 

board by some men of the War Department ; these were then taken 
ashore, so, that was the last time bearskin caps were worn by the Grena­

diers of the 29th, who received in lieu the chaco with white ball tuft. 
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About midnight on the I Ith of A pril the "Beulah" rdli aground 1842 
off Dungeness Light House, and becoming a total wreck the following 
morning, the dt!tachment was disembarked, one company being sent to 
Hythe Barracks, the other to Lydd and Uymchurch. Whilst stationed 
here the establishment of the regiment was compkted hy 20 volunteers 
from the 6th Foot. At the cnd of the month, the two companies 
marched to Dover castle, where they remained till the 8th of 1\1 ay. 
when a steamer conveyed them to Gravesend. where they embarked 
011 board the" BUleshin..:" and sailed once more for Bengal. 

The dates of cmbarkation of the various detachments and of their 

landing at Chinsara, are as follows ;.-

I --~--- 1 I !-I··-I-'-'-i ----_o~--J r~-".",-. . 
I ~ i i ~ l ~ r - 6 1 

1--- 1------ -- -r-I- ---- - ---:----. i 

s t.;p. 

9lh April " Elizabeth " 5 8 7 I 137 18 n I 29thJIIly i 

[5 I .lTd August j 

q ! Slh ,. I 

" " Brooke" 

" 
"Tho!;. Lowry " , " 

16th 
" "Glenelg " 7 ., 

M.y .. Buteshire " " " 
15~h April " Chas. Kerr " 4 , 

- -,-----'---'-

; 4 

7 , 

7 

9 4 

7 , I 

'3 

'9 

'4 

,60 

,,8 

: 
24 19th ., 

11 I ~ 1St " 

23 I 23rd " 

1 

4n ·landinll at Chimmr:i., percussion musket~ were served out to the regiment 
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1842 The following is a li st of the officers who were present with the 
h~d-quarters on the 1st of September : __ . 

Lieut...colonels JIl~. Simpson (f), Robert Percy Douglas. 
Majors Gco. Congrcve, enr. E. E:\!on. 

Capl.1ins }W W. Drake (Grenadier .comp.:my), A. T. HCIllJlIIlIl (Light comp..lny), 
H. H. Klt<.hener, J. O. Lucas, G, l.t:\\'l~ WU}" C:co llrown. 

Edm. Durhm, (;eo. Moile, John POI",;r, Lcwi ,> Coker, H. I'icslcy 

!.'Estr:mge, T. E Wllhraham, Fret! Coventry, <ico. H. M. JoneS', 
Lieutenants 

Ensigns 

Paymaster 

Adjutant 

Quarter Master 

Rich Fra. Benr)·, Alfred A. Sillunons, Jas. W. Richanhon. Honhl\!. 
H . M:mners Monckton. l 

JTbo'i. H. lJrceuon, Wm H . M.1C:JU.<1Jll, Goo. A. F Loll, Rober' Vohl).'" 
1 Jas. Johnston. 

Jas. Espinassc. 
Kl!nneth Murchison. 

Thos. '>'-nechonc. 

Asst. Surgeotls W. G. Trousdel1, M.Il. 
{

R. Dane, M.l). 

W. Baker Young. 

During October, J serjeant, I drummer, I corporal. and 59 private!) 
died of cholera. 

On the 8th of Novemuer, tht: regiment Idt Chin!iani; on the 1st 

of Decemb~r it camped at Atka, and 011 the 22110 marched into 
Ghaziptir. 

II h.'lving been represented to the General Comm:mdmg·m.Ch1t:fthat there existt.'<i a 
want of uniformity in the drt.'S!. caps, worn by officers of infantry regmlt:nts, Lord Hill 

desired that offwer<; commanolllg regIments or depOts should cause the following ()aHem 

to be strictly t;onfonn~d to :-

Circular Menlo, Horse &'uards, 26111 of Jl1ay, I842.·-·" The cap to be of black beaver 

6t.( inches deep, with lacquered !Junk top, 11 inches in dmmctcr, communicating by black 

lea.thcr stitched side straps 3U in('hcs wiue at the lOp, with a band of the same which is to 

encircle the bottom of the cap wil!th P1 of an lOeb - -black p.."\tent leather ~k i ~ ,ilt 
star plate, 6 y.; inc.hes in length, with regilll(!ntal omamcl\b, surmountt.'<l by ,. crowl" in 

front of the cap; lions' heads on both _ sides, with a gilt chain attached to the left. ,...to 
be fastened by • hook on the right side. 

It. ball tuft and socket." 
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Colonel Simpson heing now in ('omn1.lnd of tht.: Banara<, divi .... ion, 1848 
and Lieut.-Col. Dough; on Jeave pending retirement on h.iIf-p.IY, the 

command of tht' regiment devolved on i\1.Ljor Congrc"c 

During thi s year the rcginwllt lost from Lholt'r,l. rcmitknt fe wr, 

&c., two officer!> dnd 100 men, dmong'>t till' !...ttter \\,L'> Urull1lJlcr CLO. 

Carvell, the la'it of the hbck drummer.." who died on the 15th of Jul). 

Major J. H. Lawrence Archer, who ,I'> jicutcl11.l1t !>cn t:d \>, lth the :!9th 
[or a short time, ,mel left the regimt'nt on the ' I..,t (If :\fovcmbcr, r040, 

!>ay., :-" When 1 W.l!> elt (~h,i/jp{lr ,11)0111 rS50, there W,I .... th('n to Lc 

seen the tomb of ,\ ' Priv,ltc of the 29th.' with the ful1uwJng qu.tint 

epitaph, which 5trangc to !>dY I hdve not (urgolH:n. I furgd, however. 

the man 's name <.lIld ddtc" 

" I am blHclu,l herL l;y Death, 

And hLrc I mu~t rem,UJl, 

Till the !.\~t Immpcl ~(lulld .. , 

When I'll up, :lllU lll.m"!l Ig.1I1I 

Clrtrr!ar MI'I1I(J, lfon e GlfllldJ, .l1S/Sf"/,/, mbtr. '.\'.13-".\ h,lt of foliollmg fmlll .!llli 

dllllen"lon~ to be adopttd by the oth('t.r~ .Ind nlen '" 

l)cpth of {rown 7, diameter at 101\ (, K, I IT< :l.tlth of the Tim 1 ' > IIl("hc~ . 

The grel\,tdc 01 h,tll (or (;rCn.1tlltf (.omp,lll\ 10 UI.- 1I IIlte throughout I h()~c 0\ Ih~ 

Light company to he green, \lltl,.1 "Illte tuft OJ fUll thu~e of Ihe U.1t1:l.holl nJlllp;\lIH ... ~ 

to be red With a wlute fUle 

EffectIve field office!' to "e,lI .1 1\IOOjllll'; red h()I~c h,\IT i,lumt.,:; IlIfllL" In hllght, 

and whleh I~ to droop: In{ hes helo" th(. top of tht. 11:11 I he b,lll or grcn:Hic o( rq.(IUlull<t1 

staff officers to be red throughout - - [ lId! If ill 11/ .1flfl , /h.,r6) 

On the 24th of October, C.lpt,lin.., Euw. Boyd (\I ), l\lolle, Lleuts 

Wilbraham. Jones, Henry, Euw. H, \Vc<,tropp, SlnHnoll~ ,lilt! j,t'>. R. 
Hope; Ensign Henry G. \Valh:r ... \.,.,I<;cdnt-Surgt·on l),Illl.!, 15 

set!jeajlts, 6 drummers, with 300 r<H1k and file, Itl.lrched for Allihab.ld 

. N~ by lq,e Olderly ROLlm Rt.'{.onh It :l.ppe II~ Ih:\1 tht. rt.gutlcnt \\a~ supplied 

~ ~~' il4t '"~ d~btful If It were ever worn II} the offilt:- r~, for Hor~c Guard~ ' 
~.~~ 4th of~R1lx:r, 1843, sanctloned.1 chaco of an unproved form 
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a84r8 to relieve the '0 Buffs," who had been ordered to join Sir Hugh Gough's 
army for service against Gwoili<ir, &c. 

This dt!tachment, 011 the return of the" Buffs," n::~joined head-
1844 quarters on the 4th of March, 1844. 

On the 27th, LIeut.-Col. Chas. Cyril Taylor, C. B, joined the 
regiment. and took o~er the command from Major Congrevc. 

On the nod of September, as the regiment WdS agdin !-.uffcring 
from an epidemic of remittent fcvt:r, the right wing and No 6 comp<lIlY 
marched to camp at Uoorkah, returnmg to Gha.llpllr on thl' 30th in~t. 

On the 13th of October. the regiment 111.1! cht:u for Agra. On 
account of its sickly state, a detachment ('onc;i<;t iug of Capeuo ~lcpncy 
Lieuts. Coker, eha .. E l\lac.DonncJ] , .lOU \Valker, A".,IM<lnt-Surgeon 
Trousdell, 14 '>c¥-jcdnt!>, 26 corporals 14 drummers, ,md 352 prjv.lt!"'';, 
who were too ill to march, proceeded in boat~ up the G~tnges toward ... 
Ghurmuktisur Ghat 

On the I<;t of November, th~ head-quarter ... encamped at KU!>~Cclh, 

but on reachmg Mdinpuri cantonment, it<; JC5tination wa ... chttnged to 
Mirdth, which was re,lched on the loth of December, and wht'rl! 

1845 Captain Stepney's detachment arrived on the 28th of Jelnuary, 1845 

\Vhen on the 31st H.M loth Foot mdrchedinto Mirath, the gre,lt 
friendship which had for mdny year'; exi':>tcd IJcrwct:!1l the offi(,c~s and 
men of thelt regiment and the 29th, Wd!', renewed, and the Land of 
union was made stili firmer by the friendship existing between Lolonel 
Considine § and Colonel T dylor. 

Whilst statJOned here, the officer!. of the two regiments joined in 
giving a ball, and it \\'a!> dfter sUlJl>er on that occasion, that Coiond 
Taylor made a speech, at the conclusion of which, the wife of an officer 
of the 10th rose to respond, and said "There ought to be a Colonel 
Taylor at the head of every regiment!" 

S Died 4th 5eptember, 1845, prf'ViOUS to the Ball 
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Some time previou~ to this, "Our Cou..,in<,," a .. the loth wen' ..tlw.IY'" 1845 
called by th~ 29th, m,1(1c the !'tttcr permanent honorary member,> of 

their Me~s, anJ I ,un IOdebccd to C.lpt,Lin P R NcwlJUfY, !\1c .. ~ 
President , f lOth, for the following ('\.tr.\c1 from the !\1e.,<; Regu] ,ltion '> 

of his bdttaliol1 -

.. Honorary Afembt-n - It ,'> hert ft!cordcd th'Lt th L 21ld B.ttt,dlOlI 

of the Regiment, ,lnO dl..,o tht~ 29th (\Von.f ·..,l(>r!>hm:J Rt'gUllClll, .m' 
permanent honordry mC1l11wr.., of the !'lIe",.,. <IntI th,ll the ~,une pnvli( ge 

appertain~ to the Officcr~ of the ,..,t B.HtJ.ltoll loth Rlgullcnt. With tht 
:md B,lttdljon loth Ht.'gimcnt and 29th H .... gimcl1t ' 

It J!o c1ifficult to 3,>cc rt,1l 1l IHh .. l<,el) \\hLll thl-> honour W,I'> (onfcrrul 

on the 29th G(,llcr,d "'If R P I )oug"l.:l'>, wntlllg oll,the 5th 01 March, 
1889, S<ly!>, "J thlllh., If my munor) ,It Ill) ,H.lV,UlCl:d .lg~ i~ tu he 

trusted, that the loth nMde the:.: 29th pum' han memoLT'> of theIr me!>~ 

about the end of '41 or eJ.rly 111 '42 ' 

Gener,)1 LUU.l",dY I' ,lrnngt\l!\ \\ILte", ~" rhe ,lrr.Ulgt'lIH..Ill O} ",,!m.b 
the loth d.ud 29th became pl'rm,llLLnt honor,try lIwIl\o~r!> of OI1 ~ 

another's me!>!> dale .. b,u...h. {.crt.iIIl!Y .1", f<lr ,I!> I t\3S, LI not further \\ hut 

I landt'd in C<llcutta 111 th ( IJLgmnmg of 1 :-:44. the lotb Regt. \\.1'> ljU,lr­

tered there. ,II1l 1 although <It th,lt lllll~ I ¥.,l!> III the 39tb. and not the 

29th, I he.ird of the arr,lIlgunent , \\·hen \\e w~re qU<lTlln.: d rugl,thLr ,H 

Mird.th in 1845, th~ jJriv,leg~ "'.-l!> J'lrgdy w,,~c\ ' 

By Circular Memo, Hon.e ( ,u:mJ." 301h ApI11,:t n<..v, .,hould~1 knut \\.1'> approved oj 

for the non-comnlisslOncd ulii, eTl> ,md men 

By General Order datl'd lhe 6th of \l1gu~t, lhL ,>crJL.tnh '>.1.,11 uf (oluurt'J l>tnp':" 
was ordered to be dlscontmu<..'{\, aml olle of Ul1Il .. un loluUl Ulll\Lr:..dl) .1JoptcJ 

During tblS year. regulatIOn,> \lcrt: Is,>ueu forlJ1dulIIg any Icgllllclllal rt.'(.oru or devl('c 

being pUoed 011. the "Queen's Colour," other than the number of the regiment, In gold 

lqmatl chatlk:t~rs, surmounted hy tht: Impt:lIal CrOWIl 
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Ul-'5 GUUAL RETURN OF THE COUNTRY, SIlt'., ACE, Ir.wb SF.RVICF. Ol Ttu. SU1EAN1l>, 

C\l1lPORALS, DkUM~I"',", ANO PKIV",n: MEN O~ 1Hl. Twun Y·NINJ H R~.t;JMY.NT Of' 

FOOT. INSt'ECTED flV MAJUk.GI:.NER~L WOOflHOUSE Al M hl,ATH ON :r81H MAY, 18-45 . 
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During the month of Augu,>t. the 29th W(!fe dgain ,lu,ll;kcd by 1845 
cholera. but the epidemic, though still r<lging among the other troop" 
in garrison. ,>udtknly left th ... · n.'gimt'.nt 01\ tht: 14th of S~.:pttmher 

On the 15th of O(;tob{'r, the regll11en t m,m .. hed for K ,I,>,mJi on 

reaching Amb41.1h on the 28th, onk:r'> \\.crc received for it 10 h<Llt. 

and on the J I..,t Mtljor-Ccneral VI, R C libert, cOlllm,mding tht, dn, • ..,ion, 

revicYvcd it for thcin,>pection of 11.K.I1. Prince \V.ddcm01r of l'ru ...... i , l, 

who, accomp.1nied b) hi ... ,>{,lff. tno\-. nre,d ... f.t'>t with th t: officer .... 

On the 11th of Novemi)('r the m.lrch \\,1'> rt'"uTlH:d, and on 
rcachlng thl' foot of th(' nill ... , the reg-IIJ1(. nl \ .... l'> dr,\wJ1 up in ~ ill(', 011 till' 

road, for in">pccllon b} H.E Sir Hugh Cough. {r.l. B, (l C. II ,the 
COnlmander-in-Chid K<lSdU li \\!a<, rl',lched on the 21~l.1 

E\"(I(I jl(Hti (~·(II(1Il' l),do , lJ(}1Se G/lIud., 20tll N(),/relll . (r, 1845 -

"The COIlHnand ... 1 m·Chl< f h.nlllg (oll~lducd 11 lll~ duty to ordcl ,I ( 'ourt of }'.nqlliry 

to :l" ... cmhle, HI ordtr \<J enqlllTL mto the tr.ul<"1('II{\n ~ IIIHeh occmrLll llllhc -:- pmgool1 '" 

on lhe 28th !:loi:)JI l.I .. t, dC"lrl ~ lhat the TLjX>rt of the ('nurl I1KI) Ix. pllblll>hcJ In the 

(;encral Ordcr~ of tll(' a rmy 

He enlrcat~ the 11>llllllam.11I1g nUl( ('P. of l ... g\1l\t'lll~ to orall tllc all ... II\1011 of oln( cr ... 

under thelT (oml\1,md, rt'pC(\lllh ' to \ ]1<: ll>n~C'IIICII<'t ... lI:"'Ultlllg flum the I'r.\(\uc of 

I II ... ( Olllm,lIlllCT III ('Illd ha~ 

heen Inlormed \h.l\ thc PLI( II' t. of ~lIlokl!lg, 10\ the U ... t. or pl\lC~, (Jg:Jr~, or chero()\~, ha~ 

become plc\'nlcnt .:lIllOllg \hc Of/I('l'r, <If Ill ... :trJllI, \\hl< h)~ lIot onl} 'II It~dr a "peCic<" of 

Intoxication OC(.I~)onc(l hy Ih .. fU'Il"''' of lul,a(,(I, 11t11, UllllOIII,lcdl) Ul.l..,I~!()n~ dllnk,m: 

and tipVl lIlg by \110"1.' \\ho a«jUITe the halJlI, and hr.! f'ntr'''ll~ IIiL oth<t.T~ (Ulilmanumg 

regiments tu ptcvtnt "mukmg' III thc Mt!~~ !ZUOIll of their ~evl'r:tl rct:lmCllt<;, and In the 

adJOInmg ap".rtmcIH~, and In UI'>( OUTai2e thc pradl( c, among the o!li, ers of JUnior rank m 
tht'lf regiment. 

By cOI\lIll:tnd of F,eld l'obr-hal 

Th( I )ukc of Wc1Jm~ton, 

('nmmandcr 111 CIlld 

JnHS ~1M l.nN ,\11', 

\dJllt:ml <:cncral ' • 

. f ritlt ExtVlCts from lettel'> of (;enctal Ha\\t.~, l 'olond Hou)., .md Captalll Wnll:ll'k, 

1~,:.f ~ 9th 1<'00; IJ:lgeS 384 nnd JR6. 



436 

1.845 \"'hilst at Ambalah, order .. held been received for the regiment to 
hold itself in readiness for active service, and on the evening of the 
roth of December. whtl,>t the officer ... were ~itting in their meSS-foom 

smoking. and sipping their after-dInner ""me, an officer of the governor­
general's staff arrived with d de'>pdtch, deSI ring Col Taylor aod the 
29th to march with the urlno'>t speed and Join the army then assembling 
under Sir Hugh Go,ugh to repel the Slkh~, who. haVing coerced or 
induced the Lahor authoritie<; to commence ho ... tiiltic .... had cro'>se-d the 
Sadaj, invc!:oted FmJ,7pur on one !:olde, ,mu tdkell up an entrenched 

position at Firuz'ihahar. about ten miles In ,tdvcU1CC of the form er pidce, 

and neady the same dl<;t..tnce (rom M ud/"i The .. e order.s were received 

with great enthu .. lasm, anu the remainder of that night \\ .IS p<I~ .. cd JIl 

packing and gelling ready for th(· crlllljMign, The men wen' Oll'(hcal1y 
inspected, and c<tal, <;('rv{'cl out With 100 round .. of b,dl ammunition 

MONll1L\ Rl'T\;hN", 1"1 VH 1' \11>1:.1" d(~5 

Hl ·\j) QUARTl ... ". K A""~ULI 

Officcn Pn tent 

Lleut Colonel-C C Taylor. (" n MaJor-Congrevc 

LlUctenants 

tUCM, Slepnc)" }: Boyd (TIl), J n Young, Molle, J'ow(.'r, Coker 

{
Jone~, Henry, W Kltby, E Weqropp, (' Hnndfic1d, Simmons, 

J I' (;aldfc, C E Macl )onnell, W }> Stehclm, H C. Wallet, 
Sl G M Nugwt, L hrrmglon,O Carey, J M Lyle 

hanns, H,m~ R WhIte, G St J Henderson, E. T. &:uda.more, 
A. A DiC.k. 

Paymaster-Clay Adjutant-Murchison Quarter Master-Kneebone. 

Surgeon-Taylor. Asst Surgeons--Trousdell, M.D., and Young. 
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Leaving the wonwn <lnt! hc.wy b.tggage in ch..!.rge of ~'v1aJor Bord. 1846 
Ensigns Francic;, White, QUdrter-Mdc;ter Kneebone. ,md A<;<,i"'ldnt­
Surgeon Trou<;ddl. th(~ n'giment nl.lrchnl c.!rly on tht· morning of thl! 

11th to Kalkcl. where .lrIll<' h'l\'ing been pdt·d. tht· officer ... proc('eded to 

the commi~,>.lri.lt '>tore,> to '>llperinlcnd th e.: 1"''''L1C of tent'> .Hld til<' 
packing of tht'Ol on the camels. 

About 4 p.m , til(' nwn being '>omewh,lt fj'<,tt'd , tht· reginwnt <,1.lrtct! 

for Munnymajr,\. ,md :1ccompli"hc.d th:1t day a 111.lfCh £If .thOLlt 23 mile.;;. 

Being here joined by the I'>t (lkng,d) Europc,lIl Light Inf,tntrr. the 
two regiment" C011tlllu(·d thl'ir ,ulv,lllet.: LOwart!<; 1\1 udki ]11 - c.h'lrge of 
,>orne he,tvy .lrtille r}. 

On the 13th, Liclll -l 01 ' I ayior being ,Ippointcti hrig'ltiier to till' 

3rd infcllltry brigdc]{' of the ,1rmy of the ::-',\tl:ij, ' l\1ajor Longrc"c 
<t<;sumcd the command of the regiment 

On appro,tching \\'adni. a forti/wd ton 11 of ,>onl(' importance, much 

excitement wa<, c<lu!>t'd hy the rece ipt of ,\11 order from th(-' lommander­

in -ch ief. to tht: ('Fft'Cl th.tt, ,I'" 't hl' I11h,lhnanl'" of that pl.LCe hali rl'fu ... ('u 
provi!>ions to n ]Mrt of tlw Briti ... h force ,\ few da) ... prt'vinu,>ly, HJ\'1. 
29th and the I<,t En Light inl,mtr) wen..' to reduce the fort to ... ub­
miSSion. 

TheM: order... were howc" er countt'rm,lndt'd on ,Lccount of 

information being received thelt ,In imml'c1iate ,Iction WdS c:..pcctcd to 

take place between th(' rival lrmie<, t1C,lr l\1lldki During tht' night 

another dispatch W<l!. received from tht, gO\ crnor-gt.!ner,ll. ,\Ilov.ing a 

short halt. 

The following mornmg the m,lrch "".1'" n· ... unIt.!J .• 1Ilt! late on tht· 
evening of the 19th, the regiment':> joim:c\ the ,Inn)' of the S,lti<l.j then 

~ped at MudkJ, from which po!:>ition the enelll} had been driven 
.><- .' u~ pr.evUll,lS day. 



i 'M5 The 2nd dispatch, which had caused the regiment to halt, had 
also prevented it participating in the glorious victory, and occasioned 
much discontent in tht: 29th, for the men, on hearing of the ac tion. 
exclaimed with unfeigned di~ppointment, " The regiment was late 
for Waterloo, anti now we arc' late again!" 

The 29th was pJayed into camp by the band of the gO\l(!rnor­
general, who very Kindly sent the officers some ~uppt"r. The Olcn 

having piled arms, were- supplied with rations nnd bivouacked for th(~ 

night; but on the arrival of the tents (·arly next morning, camp Wa<; 
immcdiatdy pitched. It b(·ing decided to ,lttack the enemy on tht· 
21St, the troop~, were givt;!I it tldY'S rest. 

On joining the army, H.M\ 29th and 80th regiment,>, together 
with the 45th ~ativc Infantry were pJacC'd in the 3nl (Lieut.-Co1 
T aylor's) brigadt>, of Major-Gelwral \\!. R. (.i1bert\ (the 2nd) division, 
but the following day, the 80th wa.:., removed to another brigade. 

The rt'giment had during the p<\<;t nine da r .... traversl.>(! a uif;tan('(' 
of about 170 mile,> by ,1 !,ucee.., .... ion of fdrC('d marcht·..,; tilt' roau'i till 

whole way were J('ep in dust, the day.::; hot. night ... cold, wells were 
scarce, and the mell had con<;t'quell tl y ~uffcred greatly from thirst. 
So rapidly had one march ~u('ce('ded another that hre.1d could not he 
made. and in lieu of it, flour and (Jtlah were <;erved oul to the men to 

make ehapatties of. 

On the 21 st, with the exception of I li<:utenant and 7 men, who 
were left in charge of the baggage, tents, and servants at M udkI, the 
regiment went into action the same strength as it had left KasauH. 

That morning (Sunday) no bugles were allowed to sound or drums 
to beat, the regimental parade wa<; formed up at 2.30 a.m., and, in 
anticipation of the action. each man carried 60 rounds of biil ~ 
tion and had two day~' rations lO his haversack. 



No ump follower,>. (-'"xceptmg on(' ,>erV,Hlt for e.lch offin r. "tTt,1845 
permitted to accompany the troop'" 

Crossing the fi(~ld of M lidki, which w..t'> ,>till '>tn'\\ n v"ith cll-old. the 

several colunllh under Sir Hugh {;ough m.m'\wd to (·(ft·n ,l jlJnnioll 

with Major-General Sir J. Littler\ force. \\hich W.l'> .l(h,lllcing from 

Finlzpllr, ThE' junction having l){'cn m,ldt' ahoLlt 1' ,)0 1'.111, th(· .trlll) 

marched on Finil. ..... h,d1<lf. where the c!lt'my. po..,ted in gn.',lt Corn , and 

with a mo'>t formidahlt· 'lrtilkr~, h.Hl n'llJ,lin("d "'llH (' t1w .Iction of the 

,8th. incc'>"antlr ('mployt'd in thro .... ing up (·ntn'nchllwllt'> '" 

Nothing ..... ,l.., "'f;!{'1\ of th(" ",I\..h ..... tin ,Ibout 3 1'111, "n"n on 

approaching the'i r work.." tilt' ..,\"'irtl1i'>!H r ... ('\.eh,mgt d .,hob Tlwif ]11,lin 

I>osition W.l'> ,>(Jun ,lfterw,tn.l.., di",c()\"('r\,d [I) be, [0 \1'>(' LOfd Couuh\ 
" word", ".l IMr.t!ldogr.l!l1 ,lbout ,\ mil(~ III l,·ngth, ,lrH I h,tiJ ,l- mil(, in 

br('adth, including \\itbin It<., ,\n',l th<. .,trong \ill,tg( o( h' ll)/p~h,dl. 

the :.hortcr !-.Idt·~ lo( ,J.,.lIIg to\\oInl ... tilt' ~lItll·i ,\Ild ;\ loodk('(', the lonw-r 

toward" Feron!pore .111<\ the Opt II cUllIllr), ' 

In<;te,ld (If .(dV,uHing- tq the dlfl·(t ,.itt,I(\... pi till''>' ' fOfm icl.tble 

work~, the force mallll:uvrni to their right. and the :!nd and 4th 

divisions of infctntry in front. ,>uppnrtcd hy the I "t tli\ i"jon .tnd cdvalry 

in second line, C"Olltilllll'd to (krill' for "001(' time out of cannon :.ho[ 

between the Sikhs ,lIld Fin.'l/p{lr, Prepar.LtlOn., \Vhich were ,It once 

commenced for a ullItt'd att.H..k, wen' not completed till an hour hefore 

sunset. On the:: right. wa.., Cilbt-rt's divi~inn, .... hich \ .... 1.., to attolck pan 

of the south and as much of tht t:d!>t ... idc of the elllrt'llLhl1wnb a ... it 
could manage. 

A heavy cannonaue W(l.:' now Opt'lwd 11) tilt' t:1H'my, "ho h,ld di..,~ 

persed Over their position upward~ of 100 gun,>, more th,\I140 of which 

-------- -- -
, • .No tra£e of Ihto earthworks now rcm:um, but:l monument ercltcd 

• ~j!ll tbe mt.'1nory of the officers and men who Icllm thclr c.Il'lmc 

on thclr ~ltC 

GG 
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i846 were of battering calibre; these kept up a wen-directed fire, which the 
practice of our far less numerous artillery of much lighter metal checked 
in some degree, but could not silence, Having wheeled from column 
into line, the 2nd division advanced in a oLrt.."Ct echelon of regiment<; 
(rom the right, the 29th leading. t By previouc; concurrence of the 
commanding officer, the bandsmen now acted ac; hoc;pi tal orderlies, an; 
two of them in -the' performance of this duty were dmongst the first 
wounded. The field h01>pital was opcnt'd on the ground where the fir"t 
casualties occurred, and Private Wm. Hearn, whn prcvlou<, to enlisting 
in the English army, had <;ervcd ac, <ldjutant 10 the Queen of Spain ... 
st'rvice, was the first man killed of the Grenddier l.ompany. The 29th 
advanced in quick tiule, file firing ,<is It .tpproached the entrenched 
position; nothing could equal It-. <,teadJJH''>'> whde exro~ed to well ­
directed di!>charge!:> of shell, gr.\pe ..,hot, dnd Olu..,kctry In one ca'>e 
an entire section was !>wept a W<l}' by a ~JJlgle di~chdrge 

Unflinchingly, dnd pouring in a heavy fire, the rcgtmcnt with .1 

loud chet-r, charged up to the gum" cros<;mg the entrenchment.., only to fmtl 
that their work was ju~t commencing, for,bt'iHnd the captured gun!>, wert· 
posted the enemy's unsulxlued infalltry, who poured forth d. continuous 
galling fire. U ndislllo:lYl'd, however, the men pu!.hcd on and drove back 
the foe. It was only on the approach of uarkncs'i that they retired, and 
took up a position about 300 yard~ from the trenchc.!. ready to advance 
again at daybreak. About an hour after the c.ommcllcement of the 
action, Colonel Taylor, whose charger had been killed undt'r him, wac, 
brought wounded to the field hospital, h.lving been struck by a round­
shot on the side, and suffered a good deal from the effects of the blow 
and shock together. He was laid on the ground with the rest of the 
wounded, and later in the evening, having been attended to, and feeling 
better, went away on a gun carriage, 

------------- -- - -- --
t In the subteqUetlt acnon, wheD there "lUi only one- white regl~( ~ dtO ~t 

it took the central poIIuon. 
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Major Congrevt: was twice wounded. the last timl' so "cverely as 1845 
to be obliged to leave the field; Captain Stq}n('Y then succ~'ed('d to the 
command, and was also soon afterwards wounch . .:d. C ,ptain J. n. 
Lucas (brigau ..... Olajor) was killt-d. as were ;d~o Capt. ,in C. Molle ilnd 
Lieut. A. A. Simmons. The latter, who \\'"" commanding the (~renadil: r 

fOmpany in Capt. L ucas' absence. had been WOUIl(](X! in til(' foot. and 
was limping away It:aning on Lieut. ~ I urchi:.oll. when a bullet ~trllck 

him in the head. and he fell dt,<u.l at Li t'u t. K irhy 's (ct:l ; this lattn 

officer held also a narrow c..,cape, for a rollnd shot kil!ed two men along-

side of him. 

As evening closed great confusion prt·vailed, the Sikh cam p heing 
on fire in several dirt'ctjollS; ,constant t:xl'lo!o,iolls of millt,s and 
magazines took place, and part of the Jlosition was ~lilJ orcupin\ hy tlw 
enem y, who kept up a harassing fire during tht: (:arly ",art of the night, 
ilnd obliged the troops constantly to change th(·ir po<,it iolls. At length, 
near midnight, thl.! wearied ~old;('r" lay down to <.;uch n·~t ;\s til<') could 
find on a damp sandy soil, without allY \':O\'u;ng to protect tlwm fnll!) 

the bitter cold, and sufft:ring from l.'xo·ssiv(' thir.'a, not h;lving had any 

water during the whole day, t'XCl.'jH somc littk they had carried in lill~, 

and which had all been consumed by an early hou r, 

Surgeon J. R Taylor'!. repon of killed <.Iml wounded in H e r 
Majesty's 29th Regiment with thl.! army of the Satlaj, in 1:'''''5-46, 
contains many interesting ex tracts, some of which arc here inserted :-. 

"In the midst of our labours at the field hospital, darkne,>s '>et in. 
The candles we had brought wert' now light( ~d with a vie'\' to wntinul' 
the dressings of the wounded, though all partit·s wcn~ fairly worn out 
with fatigue and want of rcfrcshnwnt, Orders soon arrived however to 
put Qut the lights ; these not being ell first attcndnl Lo, \\ert.: repealed , 
with the explanation that we should draw tlj)on us the lire of thl' enemy; 

, ~~ "ere further ordered to r{'move the wounded from tha t place. which 
'~~~_¥*l was unprotected, and to join the regiment, which was said 
~~ a"lihMt distance to our rip-hL With the few means of conveyance 
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1145 at hand, it was impossible to move all the wounded. But with the help 
of the ammunition camels, officer'>' horses, ~tray horses, and the doolie .. 
still remaining, the greater number who could not walk, were provided 
for, and it may be selid of tho!>c thJ.t were left on the ground. that they 
had no chance of living under anr circum ... tanc(·" 

In endeavourin~ to mdke our way to the regiment, w(' approached 

fires, wruch on nearing wert' dISCQYCff'd to he tent'> on 1Jre within thl' 
Sikh entrenchments. Here we werc a ..... ailtd v.ith eric ... (rol11 numbt'r ... 

of tht· wounded of the regiment, who recogOl ... cd the voice ... of ollr 

party. Urgent were their cmfc,uie ... for wateT, J.lld femov.ll. To 
remove these men W.1<; impr,lctlcable, but I d..,.,ured them they "hould 
have assi'>taoce in the morning. (t was vcr) dark hut I think I 
counted fift een I1Icn in a ~m~,l1 Spd.ct' do .. e to the trcnche ... , 1110 ... t of them 
were very 'iev~ rely \\ounded 111 the lower e't rcllllW,!.... To fillj~h tht, 
histor}' .of these men, I ... h<,l1 hen, •• dll, th<lt when our troop' hId retdkcll 

this ground the n{':\t day, I fOllnd O1o ... t of tho ... e r h,\d '>cen th('f(' over­
night. with their throat ... cut. Ont. man, Corpor<\1 \\-ithcy. though hI' 

had a dreadful g<l~h in hi'> thro.lt ,U1d .ultlthcr ,l(.rm.... hi ... face. 
could ~till articulate faintly. After lcdving th(',>c men. we ~kirtcd ,dong 
the entrenchment!. towards another 1inc of fir{;~. running dt a fight 
angle to those we had ju~t .. een before l'hcrc .11 .. 0. we heard much 
noise of voice .. and hamm€'ring. and made pretty l'>ure oj f,tHing in with 
the regiment. Vole had not time, however. to ..l.pprOftch very ncar 

before some musket ~hots were disch<lfgt'd ..It our party, and one man 
on a camel was wounded. I n the hurricu retre.lt ~ hich immediatcl) 
ensued, the natives threw down the pel,lrrahfo containing instruments, 
and everythillg else, and made off afo fa .. t as they coult.!. Every particle 
of hospital equipment was lost in the t1arknt:'>s and confusion, and the 
wounded wert dispersed. As we were retiring we were challenged, 
-and upon ad\'ancing, I recognised Sir Henry Hardinge, who hastily 
interrogated me about the camp. Whilst replying to him, an officer of 
my own regiment recognising my voice, and hcaring my difficulty, came 
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up and said' Taylor. her~ is your n.:gimcllt t' It wa ... in fact bivDU;}cking 1845 
within mu!)ket shot of lhe trenchcl., but lying .,ilerll ,UlJ without firt:'>, 

so wt: had mi!)-;ed it. Thu:. our cdpability of further d'>si"ting tht.: 

wounded was altogether 10:'1." 

"The night of the 2I St Ilccernher," wrot(~ Sir li enrr H,trdingc 
to Sir Robert Pt:!el. "W,I" the mo"t ntr,lOrliinary of my life. I 
Livouacked with the men \\iithollt food or covering. and our ni~ht<; arc 
bitter cold. A burning camp ill our front. our hrave Iello\\.., lying dOWIl 

under a heavy cannonad( which lontinut'li during the whok night. 

mixed with thj O willi eric" of tht· <...iikh.." our Engli..,h hurrah:;, the 

tramp of men, and groan" of tht' elying. 

In thi " .,late, \"iLh a h,mdfui ~f lTIt"'ll \\ho had L.t rrieu the iMtterie'> 

the night before, I n.:maiTlvd till morning, \.tking ve ry "hon inH:rv,d<; of 

rest by lying down \\ il h v.;riouc, n-glllwnt.., in ..,ucCt'",>,>iOll, to a~u;rta i n 

their temper and n,;\'iv e th<'ir "'plritc,. 1 found l11y~clf again ~\'ith my 

old fricnd~, the 29th, .1 1<.; l, 50 th, ,H1tl9th, .I,!! in good ht·art. i\lY,Ul!:.\\er 

to all anti to every m,m \\0\:', that \\ .... 111u!-,t fight it (JUt. ,1ttack the 

enemy VigOfOUS!) at J,tyLreak.' /J{',lt him, of die honour.lbly on the fudJ." 

The following morning ,It dJ.\';n, the troop!:. werc formcd in lint:, 

and benumbed with cold a,> tiw J1Wll were, they needed no cheering on, 

The ., Advance" sounded, ,lilt! d,l::-.hing forw,ml, till' occupation of the 

enemy's camp, and Cflj1turc of their b.l),.;g,lg(·, .\Ill! ::-.tnre'> of .,111 tim\<", 
was soon complt·ted, In thi:. Lhargt' tht' 29th cdptured scv,-,:r,d );UI1:. 

which had continued to lire on them a.., the) ,ldV,II1CeJ, The regimcn t 

then formed 011 the opposite !-'ide of the C,Ullp. Jnd on ~ir Ilugh t;ough 
and Sir H. Hardinge riLiing duwll the lint', the) \\'ere rcceived with a 

gra.tifying cheer, Partie!> were now sent in ~('.lrch of water, which wa!'. 

found in some chattics in the camp. and <1<'; the !nell had been almost 

entirely without any since tht; previous morning, ~lIch refn.:!:.hment was 

~edingly .welcvmc. The men were beginning to congratulate them· 

aelves OIl the victory, and looking forward to a short re~t, 'When the 
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IJU5 regiment was suddenly called to arms and ordered to advance, for the 
advance guard of a fresh army, under Sidar.Tej~Singh, who had been 
watching Firuzpur, had arrived on the scene, and was making an 
attempt to fe-take the captured guns and camp. 

Being menaced by large bodies of c<lvalry, the 29th formed 
square, but on the c.lv,lIfY retiring, and the enemy's art(llery finding the 
range, it deployed ant! lay down along one of the face .. of the camp to 
guard the captured guns. Being partially !:.heltercd uy a .!>mall embank­
ment. the mell suffered .. c,lTedy at all, for the !:>hot!> pa~sed OVf;!T them 
and pitched in the ft'ginll.!l1ts in their redT. III thi .. pm,ition thl! 29th 
rClllaint"d for about an hour ;100 a hoM. when tht: cl1l:my\ flcl.nks being 
simultaneou<;ly thrcatencd by cavdlry,.th<, Sikh gun~ cca~cd firing. and 
retired precipitately towdn.b tht: Satli). 

• Tht: men were now ablc to procure .ii.mnd.wce of wdter, bullocb. 
grain, etc., in the captllrt:d Cdmp, and Whdt proved Illo'>t dccepl<lblc a'> 

the colJ night .. et in, plenty of warm covering. IJuring the night the 
companie'i lay in quarter-distance column, with arms piled in front ur 
each. 

The following day. the 23rd, Lieu'l. Kirby \)('ing '>( 'Ilt with some 
men to spike- ~jx or seven guns, Ilumber~ of tumbril.." full of £nlpe, 
canister. and round ~hot, w(::rc di~covercJ. I n the afternoon the 
regiment had the melancholy duty of burying its dead; three of it~ 
officer~ ""ho hat! bt'en killed on the 21 st, were bid in one grave. 

Hy a Return fllnm,hcd at the time, Surgeon Taylor ~ays:-

.. The number of t:J.ch de~cription uf wounded in the 29th Regi· 
mt:nt at F{ruz~hahar was as follow ... -

By Artillery... 137 
" Musketry... 43 
" Explosion 4 
" Sword 1 

Total 
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.. A great many men suffered from more th,m one wound. Priv.1.te 1845 
Gi.:lY had as mdny <l~ .,ix grape ..,hot ... through variuus pMb of hi .. 
body. and, curiou:l to 'i,I}, without olle hoot· being hroken , he (lid Il l) t 

however recover. Pte Mulling h,ul ., ix g r,lpc ... hot \\ ounli!t v.ith onl) tWIl 

bones broken , Ill: w,t!-. inv.ditled. but W,1'" ,lftc rw,ln1 ... reported to h ,IVI;' 

died. Furthe r. in consi(it..:ring tht! pruportlon of IllOTt,tlil) ,1I11nng:. t the 

wounded, it mu:.t be rem{'mot"Tt-'tl that ther ,111 tty upon the fwld froUl 

the 21st to the 24th. when the} wr..:n; COllv(')f'd Il1 h.lckt:ri(· ... to 

Firuzpur. During the th1l: (' d'I)!> lh(.) tl1l1'> n'll1.tinld ("I'(,,>cd to the 

powerful hCdt of the '>lIn h~ ~l<l} •• lIlt! the vny di ... proJlort ionatc coll.I 
dir by night, m.w), of tht'111 "uffnt:d from Illo'>t ,lgot1l'>ml; "thirM, ,loll 

little watcr could b{' got, ,md lh,ll "cry putrid 
• 

Their C.\.Cl'''>''>'V(, thir..,t .lIlt! tilt' 1I11i'~)">">lbilit} of,obt.lining \",Iter. 
may bt' judgcd hy th« Lu t th,lt (I ll thl 1llornlng of tht: :?:?Ild. Il1 LIl of 

thi ... and utht'r reg llnt'Tlh. Wl'n~ rL'llUCl'd to th e dlrt:">t expedienh for 

quenching thclr thir:.t. .'\ ~n . It Illlmlx'r b,ld not their \\ ound,> d rl::.~cd 

till the 25th, for it W.I<" l.ltL un t1w C\ Ullllg (If the 24th wlwll the) 
reached Firlll'pur, ,11lel nothing mon: could he dl)ne th'll night. th.m to 

get them hou .. ed, ..llld gl\IL ~..l c h :,ome urt!..ld and te.l, ..,ome Ihlrcuti~ , 
and qther draught:. wert' ,1\:'0 ,ldJllllli::.tered ' 

31W BkIG"O~ :lNtl J) I\'l ~JO" HRI{, 11'1l " ' J,n I 0", ( H. H?l1 21)J H ,\. 45 N I RI loHn ~ I ~ 

, 
Flruzshahal , 21~t and 22nd lll('<.-Illhcr, IK~5 I 

~ E . , ; , , • E ~ 
, , 

- , - " I 

l
strength of the 29th Regt. gOing Hlto art Ion 

KIlled t 
Wounded t --- -

116JZ3 
, , 

, , , 

+ Tbe aoo'l'e Return II coplcd from the Or .l~rl}' Room f.:ec""ls. ~ll" corrc'I",md. '''Ih rhe Reg"llenlal 
·w..tcr Roll, and Ft.)' Lilil. In the "C~lte" tht: ca~u:r.lul·' wert: I,ul)h.he<.l a. follows.-

..... '001 { l\:iIIed- I Ser)c:r.nt, • Drummer, 6] li.ank and hIe 
Woundcd-6 " 4 " 106 " 



OFFICERS KJI.l..l!.p OR WOUNmm. 

{

CapuLIn J O. Lucas (Napr of Engfidt) 

Klllcd-- " nco Mollc 
LI~\lt Alf Angdo Simmons 

{

Lleut -Colond C C. Taylor, Lli (Orlgl1du1") 

Wounded- Major Ceo. Congrcve 
Capt A St. G H Stepney 

NON-COMM'''f>ION) IJ ()nICF)(!., R \NK ,\NIl Fil ~ KII [I'll 

EXf1'l1ctedjrom Ih.t J1{usltr Rolls, 1>/1) LISfJ, (/lid iIIolilltly R.turl/< pj 2911t 1-001 

S~IJt. Smith, John I'tc hUer, Ed .... : ... nJ. I I'lL ').111(,].." (;corgc 
Corpl Evan~, Thos. " 

Cllc<;, John 
" '::.and!>, l ame~ H 

" Te,\~d'lk, J01m!'" Cr ... u" eeorge I " ~hL1dotl. \\'lll1am 
WIthey, Charl("; (;reen\\ny, I~r;l1l fl'" , ~hlILOn, WIlham 

" " I " 
Pt. Beaumont, Jolmc ... Hadkm ... on, l'honM'" I 

" " mllh, l.!M", 1458 
" I " Bcnticy,R lchd.,N" 2~12 
" l!a"tUH.II, John ~lIlhv.ln, J )arlld 

" 
llentlcy, Rllh'l, No IS64 " Haitel, WllIl,l\1I "'utton, Glorg"l 

" 
Hcrc~ford, ClIJ.rlc ... 

" Heart"!, WI ilium I " 
\\ :lrrln, j.lme ... 

" 
BI.lckhurn, Mil hall 

" Hebum, 'VII!!.!I,l 

I 
\\,In ... , Jolin 

" 
llIaler, W\IIJ.1111 

" 
Hodl.. tn!,O!I , ])u\ld " \\ l lib, HUlTY 

" 
Boardman, "11l!:Ull 

" 
1I1mgllorth, fhom.l ... 

I " 
\\ hnl) au.~, Ruh.;:rt 

" 
Bobhm, I ~arl(' 

" 
I ,anghan, Thom.t~ " 

\VIm!!, ( h.lTk~ 

" 
Hromhead, Bcnplllin 

" 
Larner, Wilham . I " 

\\ hlte, ·1 hom.t~ 

" 
11101l'n, Jos~ph " 

I aughlm, Mathl,l ... 

I 
" 

Wlbon, Hent) 

" 
Ch:tflcncr, Chark ~ ~f( Lr,Kkl n> J olm " 

\\ II1n, WlIlfold 

" 
Courtn:lY, Edl\ard " NL11, John " Wood\ lit, Jam~<; 

" Oonaughe} > John 
" 

OConnor, Mu ... hac1 

" 
Ure .... , James 

" 
Rl.'{.-d, George 

Lieut. Octavius Carey, who had sent 1!l hi" paper!., .tnt! ",as about 
to retire from the !.t.::rvice, he.tring of the outbre,tk of ho.,tiliti(:!., hJ.d 
attached him!odf to the JrJ Light J)rdgoon~, and W.l~ blown to pieces 
by a shell in the action of M udki. 

For the di'itingui!.heJ part taken by the regiment III the late dction, 
Sir Hugh Gough was plca!.ed to appoint Serjednl~Major G. Mitchell, 
o( the 29 th, to a vacan t ensi&ncy in the regiment. 

On the death of Captain Lucas, Lieut, and. AdjutaQt G. H. M. 
Jones took up the dutie!. of brigade-major. 



447 

On the morning of the :?4th. th(~ regiment .1dv,mced to C;ult,lJ}- 1845 
Khan-waJa, where in the evening It Wd<, Jomcd by It-. lM~g,lge On 

Christina'> Day the office r'> of H M goth dmcd \'dth tho,>t: o( the 29th, 
and d,1I thing!:. taken Into cOIl'iltkr,ltlOn, ,\ p!C.l'>,Hll l.!vcllmg W,l'> "pent 

The bdttle of Firll/..,h<lh,lr thn',nened to prove d (rmtle".., vll.tory. 
for on tht! 26th it Wel'> reported tll<lt the t'IWlll} . wIth the HllUltlOIl 0 / 

renewing the struggle, hdd rc-cro .. ..,('d thl' '-",lI{\)' ,\ (ulthu .l.dv,met.: 
w .... s the refore m,lde Oil the 28th ,l1Id ..,ir I' u14"h hdVlIlg l'lken LijJ U 

.. tro ng pO~It10n o n the left \).1111.. .I\l.,lIt- J the ,lrrlLll 01 the ,>It-gt· lr.lI ll 

and re .. ervc ,.unmuntllu!1 frum j'Jelhi 

On the l ... t of j.Hlu,lry. tht> reglllH 1lt \,;,\,> t'lLl..,ll11pcd ,It Arur)...,I, but 1846 
on the loth Tnylor ... lmg<Hlc \\,1<" ordereu to ,1<\\',II1U' to Chl)td ,",obrd.on 

which It OCCUPI( d with two <..omjM!llt <', whlic,t the nVl,ulHkr ('l1<...llnped 

J. .. hort dl<,tdlH'(' III I t-,ll Ihl1lg IOllHd b} ,I IJdrl) 01 '),IPPU <, liw 
regllllent Immetil,nLi} cUlIlllwnuti to Ultlt:IKh thl.. \J!I.I~e I'ro rn ,I 

towt;'r, the S,lt};IJ <..ould lit' !:oCUJ ,Ihollt .\ mill dl ... t,Ult, ,lilt! I.lr~e boll Ie,> 01 

the enemy th rowlIlg up elltrtllLhlll l....ll t ... ,-uld h,llll! Ie!:. Oil t1K Idt h,lI\)'" 

Ac, :..oon ,1C, It .. -hI ... d,lr).", ,I .cOVt IIII~ [Hrt) of ,\11 of-fieer .\Ild 40 lllen, 

hd.ving been e .... tendt d LIUH K lrb) ,lIld go otl1('r ... werl.... orlleH d 0111 tu 

clear the ground of ... onw high JllIIgk wlthl1l 1llu ... k.et c,hot of the \ dJ.tgl.... 

and h,wmg .lcCOJ11l'iI ... lwd thh without mOI(· ... l,"tlon, the !Jdrty H.turned to 

camp about 1 1 V III 

The entrulchlllg of thl'" P() ... t bl mg <..otnpktet\ on lhl I ~lh, thn I.... 

compalllCS we're lell to hold (ht: \\ork. , .llld the rCl1l.lmdtr of the brlg,uk 
marched back to it!. former <"<Imp nil., outpo,>t .... ,1., ... ub<,equl.:rHly onl), 

occupied during the UdY time 

The regiment, which !:.inLt.: tht' bdttl{ 01 I'iru/"h,lhdl h,1I1 rem.lIllcd 

encamped with the head.quartLrs of thl' ,Irllly, lT1clf< hcd on tht' 26th wuh 

the remainder of the 3rd bngd.dc, .1 troop of hor~c ,Irtillery. dnd d 

'l'egimenr qf irregular c<.lvdlry, towdnh. Lod/dlM fur [he purpose of 

co-operating with Sir H. Smith, who h<lJ Illdrcheu d few dd)"!:. prevlou!:.ly 



1.lM6.to its relief. On reaching Dharmk6t. heavy firing was heard from the 
direction of AHwal, and a messenger arriving that evening with a letter 
announcing Sir H. Smith's victory over Ranjur Singh, tht' troop~ under 
Brigadier TayJor started the next morning to rejoin Sir H. Gough. 

OnlCERS PRESENT. 

1St feoruary, 184,6. Colmp AkbarwaJa. 

Captams-Stepney, ¥oung:, Coker, and MurchIson. 

LIeutenants-Henry, J A~. Duncan, KIrby, We .. lropp, Halldflcilt, adllt/: Ad!" 
Gahtre, MacDonnell, Stchelm. W:l1kcr, H "1 Metg\-, Nugent, I'arrmgton, 
Lyle, Henderson, SCIlt1:ullorc, l)1( k, nd til <amp 

Ensigns-V. Tnnnochy, G, Mlt<.hell 

P .ly-Master-Cla}; SUlgeon-Taylor i\s~t Surgeon- - Young 

JOINLD HhAD-QVAR1I:R<; 7TH }<I HRtlARY 

Lieut.- F. Coventry, Enslgn-F Kneebone, Qr M",-Iel - T Kncd>Ollc 

Sir Harry Smith and the heavy onln.Hlce having joined the main 
body, it wa~ decided to attack the enemy'~ positIon on the loth, and 
between 3 and 4 d..m. that day the troops mrtrchcd from thdr camp 
with that object. The morning being very J,lrk. Td.ylor'~ brig-elde 
moved cautioUl>ly toward!> it .. former outpo~t elt Chot,l SoLrao!), which 
being unoccupied W~ wken po!:>!>ession of ",ithout oppo!>ition. A thick 
haze favoured the Briti!>h advance, but d.S day d.lwneJ, and tht. 
approaching troops were discovered, the Sikh!:> opened el smart 
cannonade. 

About the centre of the line, and facing the strongest part of the 
enemy's position, was Gilbert's divh.ion, the 3rd brigade of which was 
composed of the 41St N.l.. H.M. 29th Foot, and the 68th N.I." The 

'. 
* CltMt/,. 
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services of these regiments not being at thi!> time required they mowd 1846 
to a neighbouring nulluh for shelter 

At 7 a.m. d heavy c~tnnonadc, whic..h !'t'>t<:d for <llxlUl two hour." 

WdS commcllced by hoth !>ide!>, when, d'> but little illlprc..,..,ton h<ld ken 

made on the wt'll.c(.m"tructed L,lttcne'>, ,lllU the clllununitiun for the 
heavy gun~ Wd. ... reported to be running ... hort, Sir R. Dick\' divi!>ion 
was ordered to cltt,lck the enemy'.., right. A ... on ~ntcnng the entrench­
ments the!>e troop'" cllcountcrt'd formid,tble ob..,t,ll.le" ,11111 were oppo,>cd 
by far superior numher~, Sir Ii ugh Cough derided 011 ,\ geller,li attack. 

Having up to the prc!>ent tlnte bc<":lI under ."hdtcr, the 29~h h.ld but 
one man wouuded 

It wa~ about ten o'clock WpCIl the I..,t and 21ld <.livi!:>IOllS fl.'CCIVCU 

order<, to storm the work<, in tht ir front :\lov1I1g out of the r<lvine, 
Taylor'~ brigdde allv.meed lJl hnt· for ,I bout thret'.'quarter<, of ,1 mile, 
expo'ied to a hedvy lirt' from .1 b,lttery 01 13 gun,>. /\ nulbh ahout 

70 yards from the l!ntrcnchnwnt'> b<.!!Ilg n .. ,tl.hcd, the bng.lde hd.Jted for 
a minute or two prl!viou'> to tit livcrillg the ,1'>S<lUlt. 

Wild and long wa~ the ... hollt that ro ... e from the regiment, as 
amid.,c c;howcr., of g-r.lpe ,w'd lllu<,ketr) It d,l~h{:d forw,ml to\"<lrd ... the 
large rampMt<, of c1'I)' ,lilt! wood. ujl\\.trd-. of 10 feet high, nothillg 
appeared to view hut the mUlIlv"o, If the gllll-., behllld which the Sikh 
infantry were lining the entrt:!H hll1l nt. four del,!, 

Notwith-.t.mding lb und,llllltcd cnur,lge, the 29th, h.1Vlllg in the 
charge far out~trippcd tht> N<I~ivc rt'glllwm,>, ,md !l1 con,>equenct> not 

receiving proper ~upport. now fOLlnd n ... e!f dfter ,\ h,m! ... trugglt.: COil .. 

!.trained to fall back to the ... ht"!ter of the null.lh. ",henel it <Ig.tin ru-.hed 
forward, maddened at seeing the Sikh ':>oldiery LOllle from their entrl'llch­
ments and cut the thro,lt'i ()f their ur,IVt· comr.tdt°., who wt:n: lying 

W'OUMed, Being a second time repul'ied, .1Ild obliged to rt°turn to the 
£tien.dly nullah, the regiment w<litt.-d there for <l few moment'> lo re-form 
~ ~O-w the men to get their wind, when, nothing ddunted, it charged 
'1ftl:.~ny for a third timt:, and entering the entrenchments, captured 
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.l846 the whole of thl! guns in its front. The defences being now stormed 
in all directions, the enemy retired towards the bridge of boats and the 
ford across the Satlaj. I t was not until the weight of all three divisions 
of infantry, in addition to several regiments of cavalry and the fire of 
every available piece of field artillery had been felt , that the foe gave 
way. Retreating at first. in good order, the incessant volleys soon 
caused them to seek !'~lft:ty in a rapid flight. and finding tbeir bridge of 
boats broken, they attempted to ford the river. Then OCCUTl1.!d a scene 
of carnage, for the horse artillery galloping up, threw shrapnel with 
deadly effect into the dense massc~, whilst the infantry I)oun:d in a 
murderous fire. 

Brigadier T aylor. who at the herd of the rt'giment, in the third 
charge, was shot behind the car close to the enemy\ gum" had pn·vinu ... 
to receiving his marted wound, been cut acros') the f,le(;. I ,ieu[. G. H. 1\-1. 
Jones, his brigade-major, "",110 was riding the same chargt·r ridden hy 
Captain Luca!'; at Firuz!->hahar when he Wit!> killed." W,l!-> severely 
wounded by a cannon ball. which carried away the grt:atcr portion uf hi:-­
right forearm. including the dbow joint. The death of thi'i office r wa~ 

however the effect of dy:--entry, under which he had laboured ever since 

the 21St of December; he never rallied in :--pirits, but dil!J at Firuzptlr 
on the 23rd of Fcbrwtry. Ensign Mitchell was struck either by a gnlj>t' 
or gingall shot. which pounJtd the: shin bonl' clost· to the ankle joint. 
into fragments. Amputation was perfoTlllcd at the calf of thc leg. and 
never was an operation borne with more firmness. nay po .. itivc inJjifer. 
ence, the patient him!>df as!>isting. Irritative fever having set in. he 
died on the 18th. Captain Stepney being wounded by a grape shot 
through the thigh, it fell to Captain Coker's lot to bring the regiment 
out of action. 

During this day there were lucky escapes; amongst others waS 
that of Lieut. Kirby, who commanded No. 1. Whilst advancing in 
line, this company was ordered to case off to its right, when' a round 
sho~, fired considerably within point blank range, struck the left.,n:;md 
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tnan of the Grcn,ldicr COIllP,lIlY (who W,l'" 011 Kirh)'\ righl) killing 1846 
both him and hi" rear r:mk Illdn on the ... pot. A ft·w ... t'Ctmd ... I,ltcr 
Kirby fen near the b<ltleric ......... hot through tht' right Iq{. hi ... .,word W, l'" 

knocked out uf hi!' h,llld, .tnd hi ... ~cdhhMd ... hot in t"'O \Vhil ... t I) ing 

thus hdplcs .... "'OIlH' Sikh ... ,ltt,lckt'd him ,Ind infllcll·d t"'O ,,<.;v('n: ",tim' 

cuts on his flt' ck ,UlU "houldl·r... FortUll<ltely Corpor,d 11.\11 ",uccc('(k:d 
in shooting (lIlt" (If til(' ,l ...... ,li],uu .... ,Lnll bayollt' ttil,lg .mother. wht·1l the 

regiment r<.'turning to the· dMrge, Kirby \\,\" o,; <lvcd. 

3K11 IIkl'. o\l'l Z,.I' 1)1\1 ~[ON J-I M 2<)IH 1'(\01, .p~l, \"11' ('SII/ :\ I ' 

:-'O!H .IlIII, loth I dlrl\:\I), 110. 46 

I 

~ I ~;: I ~ 0 , 
! ~ } , , , ~ ~ j .... ..,. ~ t. , , , '" ~ I ~ -: - -0 - . ; 1.: 1::.: Ie: 

• I ~I rcn!ith «rihc 2<jth Ktl.!l 

"dkd ~ 
WOllodt'fi .. 

1111 gOing Inlll :\.(11<111 , 4 

I 
," , 5 30 q 4 (Hj 

• 
3 1b , , 

()I.I(JK" KlIIJJJ, \\Ol"I>II1, Ilnl> O. \\OU "I'", 

KIJ I I j) 

LH!ut .( olond (. (' T :lylor, (. !. , (\)1HIll:l lldll1g )rd Bllg:l'!c 

\\'OI IN]I! I' 

34 ! , 

" , '0 , .. 

I 

M,II'!r M.trcu~ lI:lrr, 1.( s., A.~.;· A (; 

f A. ~t (;. II. Stcpn~) 
C:lpt:lln<, J I) \'ollng 

~c~crdy :llld (I:ln)-::croll~l) I )Icd 

:::'('\I.;rcly. 

\ Kennllh Murdu~o1\ 
(; H M Jone~, 1//(11'" ()J /on~'l1d, 

Rl( h. h.1 Henf) 

I .. Lnca& lJull<:ln 

\\ :lI ter lo:.Irby 

L,cutenant" C. Eo Mac Donnell 

lH. G. W,Il". 
:::it. (;LO. Mt!r'o' ),n Nugent. 

(:. :::it. Juhcn Hcndcl ~on. 

E. T Scudamnre 

Emign George Mitchell. 

• Ga~(t( 

!-Illghll) 

SlIghtl) . 

\' C"l Y ~e\'erc1)' 
Sl'VCh .. h . 
~c\crcl}. 

VCIY ~c'· \!lcly 

l licd 

~<.:\trcl) I (JI!11Il I, (;rCI1:ltll~1 «(", 
7'/0" :-itCI'IlC). 

Slightly, by:ln ;U10\\ 

S("\""clcly 

( · t)lltu~I()11 

.sc~crcl) . 

:::'c~crcl} . 

~9 r 001 { K:llfii- I SergeADl, 35 Rnnk and i'llt. 
Vioonded- 7 "IJl " 
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Exlrtuledhm MNiltr Hollf, Fay J.u/s, (urd Monthly Jt~hlNlJ 29'" FIJ(1/ -

Cr ·SerJt Swaby, John 
Corpl. Colquhoun, Andrew 
Pte Box, Wilham 
" Boyce, George 
" f'lee, Charles 
" Corbett, Jallle~ 

" 
I)ceran, J aIm 

.. Duncan, Wilham 
" llunphy, Patnck 
" Flttun, Edmund 
" Flood, WIlham 
.. Goodlcr, Thomas , 

" 

Ham'tOn, Wilham 

Hoddel, Robert 

" Hunt, WIlham 
" jac-hon, John 
" Keelan, PatricK 

" L.ane, Henry 
" l .ocock, J:'Ime~ 
" Lord, Wilham 

" 
McManu~, Thomns 

" ~lawhmncy, Janlcs 
" Mulholland,,\\'llltam 
" Murphy, jCTt'llllah 

Pte O'Donnell, James 

" Roebuck, John 
" ~('ott, Robert 
" ~mllh, Mlc-hacl, 875 
" Stanlon, Wllhnm 
" Ste\\ard, Hugh 
" 'I agger!, Hugh 
" \Valoon, J :l m(..~ 

" Weather'>, Jame<! 

" \\'11"011, John 
" Wotton, (;corgc 

A monument in memory of the officl'r'> <md men of tht> z9th 
(Worcc<;tcr-.hire) Regiment who fell in th( S,nl.i) c.ullIMlgll w,\. ... 

after'Aoard<; pl<lted b} thc lr ... urviving ('ol11r,Hk<; in Worct''>tcr Clthedral. 

It is 'klid th.lt the figure on thl'" monument repre ... cnt ... Lolon('l Ta}Jor 
There i., ,tl .,o ..t. t.lblet In 1l1( morr of ~{ng,l(Jjcr-Gcner,t1 Taylor in 

Canterbury C..t.thcdrd.! 

During the I I lh clnd 12th of F ebru<lry the wounded were removed 

to Fi..uzpur, en '-attic to K..t,>.-\.uh 

The 29th, with the remainder of the 2nd dlvi'i]on, remd.ined 

encamped III front of Sobnion till the 15th when it m,lrcht"d to Kunda 

GhAt, cros'>cd the S,ltIaj by a bridge of boat<;, J.l1d proceeded to join 
the head-quarter:. of the army encamped d.t Krt.,>ur, 

Extyact from Genet-at Ord"y by the Rlght J/01zble, the Governor-GeHeral 
0/ Indla:-

"Camp, Ku<,soor, I4th Feb., 1846. 
~ ~ _ • The anny has also 5u<;tained a heavy 1QS' by the 

death of Brigadier Taylor, Commanding the 3rd Brigade.tId pj~ 
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a most dble officer; <lnd vny worthy to havt' been ,tt tht· h"':l(J. of so 1846 
distinguished a corp" a<; Her Maje ... ty'... 29th Rcgnnent, by which hp 
was beloved ,md re .... pccted. 

Her Mdje~ty'~ 29th. ,1I1d the l<.,t Europe,ul Regiment, .mt! tht· 
t 6th, 48 th. and fo..,t N .Lt i \tc I nf<lntry, ,lnd tilt-' Stmnor B.ttt.du)ll h,lve 

entitled thcm,>(·l v('<;, h} their g<tll.lOt conduct, to til(' th,mk ... 1)[ the 

Government. " 

Among::.t the officer .. in comnhllld of rt'glllH'llh, etc, wh(l'>c .,en iet" '> 

we re acknowl<'dged by Sir H~lgh Cough \\(.: re C.llHclin Stl'pney. ,mel 
Lieut. Jone ... , brig,uie.nMJor 

,. We: wen: III thi .. b,mle,' ",>,ty.., :-'lr Hugh. ",lg,HIl honoured \\ith 
the prc<;ence of Pnnt.<' \V,dd(,nlM of l'rtl ..... i,\, ,lOri the two noblemen in 

hi" '>uite, Count<> Onu\.\ ,md Cn..: uhl'1l Ht'fl', ~l'" ,It !\Ii.tlki and 

Firzu.<.hahM, Lhc'>L th<,t1ngUl~hed vl~itor~ dld not content theln,>e\"e'> 

with a di ... t,lllt v i!", of tilt' ,1("Lion, hut throughout it \\-('re to he ... ccn 111 

the front . wherevcr d,lnger mo..,l urgentl) pn''>'>cd .. 

The Pnllcc'~ metiic.d <IW;IH,bnt, Dr. H nffmcI'>ter, hemg ~hot through 
the h{Aad, dll officer of the ::!9th vcnturcd to n : nMrh. ho\\ unfortlJll.ltc Il 

was th<lt <1 JlOIl-COlllb.tL,Ult .. hould h,we bct'n killed. to which the Prince 

replied, . \Vhat more could <I ,>oldier want !" 

On the morning' of the 18th the whole .trm), .ldv.1tlC(·d upon Lahor. 
before which city it el1c.unped on tl1<' 20th. \Vhil'>t here, th(' regiment 
was joined hy Capt'lin H H. Kltch(,I1('r with ,1 det,lrhmcJlt of ~7 

recruits from Engl<tnd, .lnd 4 corpordl,>, I drummer, ,lilt! 10 priv,tte" 

who had been left "ick ilt M ir,1th. 

On the 9th of March, the Flank cOIl1 Jl<U1ie~, under command of 

C.aptains Stepney and Wilbraham, formed p.lrt of the guard of honour 

present at the ratifying of the Treaty bctw('en the Briti '>h Government 

q{h.d,ia,'lld the Lahor Darbar on the part of Maharajah Dhulip Singh, 
~~ minor. The following day the dflny par<l.ded in review order for 
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1848 inspection by the Governof·Gcneral, the Comma.nder.in-Chief, Major­
General Sir Chas. Napier, G.c.n., governor of Sind, and H.H. Dhulip 
Singh. 

Captain A. T. Hemphill, who had bt>(,11 doing duty with invalids 
since the I Ith of Octoi>cr, 1845. and who had in the meantime succeeded 
to a majority, joined and took over the command of thl.' regiment on 
the day of the io"peC'lion. 

On the 15th of ~h.rch, the army of the SatJaj \\·,l" broken up, and 
on the morning of th t! 23rcl, the n'gi1llcllt commcnc(-'c\ it'-. return march, 

and c{'-('rossing tIlt' Sath'tj on the '6th. it .lrri\'t'd ttt K,i'..lUli on the [nh 
of April, having been ab..,clll from \hat ... [,uinn exactly four month", 
during which period it !:>u<o; tained the following lo ... ~(·", in kilh:d, died uf 
wound'l, or inval1dnl d~ unfit for further :-,crvic/.::- I li cm.-colond, 
[ major. 2 c..tpt.lins. 2 Ji("uten,tIIt<;, I cll,>ign, r :.t,lrr, 7 '>crj("tnt<;, 2 dmrn­
mers, 186 rank and filt'. 

Ih.-Lieut.-Col. Barr, ",ho had accompanied the woundeu to 
KaS<tuli. died there on the 26th of March,. without heMing of his hdving 

been madt' a Companion of tilt' Uath. 

The new chaco, a~ prescnbed hy Circular Memo, Horse Gml.ldto, 21 St September, 
1843. was Issued to the:: regmlenl on the 11th of May 

I n 1846, the waist-belt for regimental field offirers .... as directed to be of buffalo 
leather, the phlte gilt, havmg the letter<; "V.R.," with a ero .... n above, and the number of 
the regiment In ,ilver below. The other offlcels worc the should(,r-hclt. 

Shell jacket for the 29th was the same as that worn in 1829, with Prutosian collar. but 

, pointed cuffs. 

A wor~ted ball tuft, 71 wlmc and J1 red at bottom, wa~ at this pcnod worn on the 
chaco of the Field, and battalion compnny officen.; that of the Grenadier company was 
all white; that of the Light company, green throughout. 

Trousers. J Sth Oct-30th Apol, of Oxford mixture j 
Kingdom. grey tweed; In Ea'it Indies. white linen. 

1St MaY-14th Oct., iI1 United • 
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A new shako plate (5 mfht'~ In diameter) wac; lnlr oduftd tim }ear, V II ," gilt 'Iar, 1846 
aurmountcd hy a crolln, :Iud hcmng \\l thlll a IIllalh IOJlll(d of b llllh, .J. gilrlU m,(TlIKd 
with" Hon; SOli," &1., &1., In the ( U H n of Whll h \\.\~ .1 I.,lh hon ft( .wn ... cJ . .\.1 , 

standmg on a 'Heath 

E>"ll~A(l HWM (d!>.lh AI OldJl h, li n],,, , C; [ \ldJ'" t ", JI,\I. r ~-li 

" Iler Majt·.., t) h.l\ ing IJt,( n g r.triOlP.,!) Ilk .l"'l{1 II I (()l11 lll.!!H1 that ,1 1847 
meuaJ ~houJd be " trlld" In n ll1ft! thl '-,('/ "\(( .... of h( r Jl( \-1 ..... llld dflll H ... 

during the wan; commencing in '793. ,Ind t:!lliing in r ~ q. ,md 1l1,lt one 
should be conferred upon ever) otTIcef. nOJl -commJ., .... lOllt:d olfICt"r , ,md 
$Qldier of the army who W,L'i prc<;el1t in .lIl Y b .. 1Ulc or ..,it'!:~L. to com­
memorate which, medals have bet.'n <;truck b) comm.lnd of Her 
~ajesty'8 royal predecessor<" and have been distributed to the gene ral 

IIH 



1847 or superior officer!. of the several armies and corps of troops engaged, 
in conformity with the regulations of the service at that time in force. 

The following i!. a list of action<;, for <;rrving in which officer<; anll 
men of the 29th Foot became entitled to medal!. :-

Lord Howe's Action 1st June, l794. 
RoJeia •.. 17th I 
V

. . )' August, ISoR 
Imlera ... :2 1st 

Talavera 27th and 28th July, ,80g. 
Busaco ... 
Albuhtrd. 

2ith September, , 810. 
16th Md.Y, 1811. 

These medals were not di<;trihutcd tin the end 01 I ~48-49 . 

On the 30t~ of June permi""ion v.a~ gr'llltt:d til(> regiment to Jx-ar 
on its regimental colours and appointment.., the word., "Ferolc,>h,th, " 
"Sobraon," in commemoration of it!. di~tillgui<,h('d conduct in t!H)..,(' 

battles. 

In the c10thmg (~sued thl~ year (21~t August) the .,"ale!> on the coatcc., were of a 
different pattern, and the Jace 011 the skirts was uls(.ontlllued 

By a spe<'iaJ order of the Governor-Gcnn.\J. thc regiment p.lr.lded 
on the 27th October for hi:. l ord~hip '~ m"p{'crion On thi'!' oCCd .. ion 
Lord Hardinge addres~ed the 29th in the mO',l I.tud,ltory t('rln .. , he 
spoke of the conduct of the regiment during the Pl·nin .. uldr Wc.r cUll! 

the recent campaign on the Satlaj, as having been mo.,t conspicuou!> 
for gcdhmtry, and at dB time'!' de!:oerving of the hight·st praise. Hi .. 
lordship, after reminding them of the high character the old 29th had 
borne for upwards of a hundred yedrs, concluded by expressing his 
highest approbation of the very soldicrlikc appearance they now 
presented. 

1848 On the .8th of March Major Gregory Way, Lieuts. Honble. H. 
M. Monckton and G. St. J. Henderson arrived at KasauV wit\a '8 draft 
from England. 
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On the 15th of M,l}' th(· regiment W,I'> in<;Jlf·<..tNl h} lVLtJnr.(,I'I1Lr,11 1848 

Sir W. R. Gilbert, K C B. when it., e.ff,'ctlvL ... tn.ngth W,l., I wionc\, 
z lie~t -colonel." 2 m,ljor'>, 9 capt,lln .... 21 I1t'uILlMnt .... 7 t'n "tgn ... , 1 P l\-
Ind .... ter, I ddJueult, I qu,lftel ll1.l<,t\..r [ .... urL;"t Oil ) \ ,.., I,>t,lIlt .... LJI~t(llh 

51 '>\'rjcdllb 4; {orpor,d .... 20 thU!lllllU ... , I,U34 pi !\,\l( ,> 

N"' ~'H 0' 1 ~"'L , ~ ", ,-- -- -I 
I: '; Iii ; I 
~ ~ I ~ ~ 
J 3 1 ~ f 

t:nglt~h [8237 551 

Sl""o\<h 3 2 1 2 ~B I 
In<,h 3020111415 

j'orclgn I I 

' 1 0 1 \1 151 ~S 20 1 [~HI 
- I 

, , " ... ,," , 
.I , , 
" , " 

, , 
~ ': Iv 

mel \I!>I, Ird~ ; , 2 ," I , 

" , I ' , H 
i l l 66 

, \7 , I j(; 

" " 5 lSi 
• '5 , 15 I 

16 1", 4 2R2 

" 
I I ' 4 10 
I ' 

1 I '" , 
I III \1 :;).1<; 20 I O H , 

(orn/111 A/tlno, Hr/lf t (d,md" Jotll //01(. 1.1-/ \ 

The ofiircr ... dn '>" coat," tn !ll m:tdt- \llth(ml llt!WT 1,\, l (If t.mluonkl) 01\ the .,kITI,,; 

other than thc autholl"f...(\ fC'-:llnCnt"i "kITI " 1n'UlII lit 

The hluc frock (oat to lIt \.lItlrc1) dl~(\)tltlllU\. li JIl Ih\. IIlfultl ) and:1 l'iaJll ~hdl 

Jacket,t made with the faCIngs of the rq,ltllt:nt, bUl \\Ilhout II('C, ,n all) Vluamll11 lu bL 

~orn 1\1th forngc cap ,Ind wllhom the !><I"h 10 quallu" ull faIH!Ul" 01 on oHlllly dulll :', ,l( 

doll, and on parade \Ihen the non ('OlllJll~~!Oned offitlr~ .Ind Illll i h"ppen 10 h, (he~~('d 

10 the same manner 

Field officers to be dl'>hngu"hed by a ""'all cmbHllllclLd f1O\\n, or ~111 (OT bolh, 

aceordmg to thelT rank), at each ~nd of the wllar uf tht ~hdl p eket 

... The '9th coat.ecs ~ere edged with white 

't ';['be oftictn of the 29th contlOued to wear the ~hcll FH hI, wIth hooks and e)'c:., 
in i6.t M' ,J:tutto~ .. and plilm tWisted cnmson silk shOlll(!pr rof'l't.;; 



1848 In lieu of the blue frock and cloak, officers are to be provIded With a grey cloak coal, 

to be worn over their umform In wet or cold weather. 

A black leather sling waIst belt wIth snake clasp may be worn with the shell jacket. 

On the breaking up of the army of tht: SJ.thlj. Meijor-General Sir 
John Littler had been left at Lahor in commdnd of about 10,000 men, 
pending the reconstruction of tht- Government of tha t di'itrict, and 
everything appeared to be progressing in .1 'iJ.ti..,fJ.ctory manner, until 
April 1848, when Mr. Vans Agnew, of the CIvi l Service, and Lieut 
Anderson, of the Bombay army, who h.ld bet-n .,ent to Mult!tn, wcn: 
murdered. This murder wa~ followed by ,l gent'f<ll outbre<lk at Lahor, 
and endeavours to f'Xpei the Briti~h from the P<l.!ljab. 

The standard of rebell ion being t;aiscd in the c,lpital, J.nd numerous 
bodies of disbayded Sikh:. a!, .. embl ing in all dircction~ , the British 
troops were for a time prevente-d from m::trching ag,Lin !:.t Multan, which 
the enemy had occupied. 

The 29th being directed to march to Firuzpur, and rdieve H.M. 
32nd Foot, "which h<ld been detailed as jMrt of the force to march 
against Muttan, " left Kasauli on the 2:'nd of AugU<;l. On the 1St of 
September it encamped at 13u'>sec Kusba, ,Ind .trrivcd at its destination 
on the 14th. 

Early in October, it was announced in General Orders, that a force 
would. be assembled under the personal comm.ulCl of Lord Gough. and 
designated "The Army of the Punjd.ub." Major~General Sir W. 
Gilbert, K .C.B., was to have command of the 2nd infantry division, the 
3rd brigade of which was to be commanded by Colonel A. S. H. 
Mountain. C. B.. of H. M. 29th Foot. This brigade was finally 
designated the 4th. At Chilianw,Ua .lnd Gujrat it wa,> composed of 
H.M. 29th, the 30th and 56th Native Infantry regiments. t 

t The 30tb and 56th Bengal Native Infantry regIments disappeared from the Army 
List in 1859. 

Tbe present 30th Natife Infantry was formerly the Hnd PunJabi Regiment. 
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Leaving a t FirtlZPllT a dt:pbt of 8 sf'rj":ant'i, I drummer,6 corporals, 1848 
and 106 privates, under command of Licut. Stehc1in, on the 9th of 
November the regiment marched with the head-quarters of the army, 
and having cros5cd the Satlaj hy two hridge" of boat .. , the fir!>t to the 
tunc of "The Royal Windsor M,lrch," the ..,ecund, to that of the 
"Iiritish Grenadiers," it that day reached Gunda~Singh-wala, and on 
the morning of the 13th encamped at M1al1 MiT. On the 16th. the 
march was continued, anti the Rav! cros!>cd. 

When llena Mullian W,t'> n'<lchcd 011 the 18th, it Was ,lsccrtaincd 
that Chattar Singh had joined Sher Singh. and that tht· two bad crossed 
the Chinab; the adv,lIlce gu,m.l was therefore illcn~,l!>('d from o ne, to 

two comJ1a.nie~, and placed under ,the command of a field office r, whibt 
the baggage for the next d,ty'.; march was put in ch,lrge of a wing of 
the 45th N.ltivc Infantry. 

Early nt;'xt morning tht.· rt.·giment, accompanit.·d by the commander­
in-chief, Idt its camlJing ground ,lIld ,ldvanced to 1'\"1 uttah. 

About :1 ,Lm. Oil the 20th, ,l body of the enemy':, cavalry being 
observed hovcring abollt. the Flank c()mJlallit'~. under command of 
Captains rvlurchi:.on and Fr;!:.~r, 'Aerc immediately ordcrcd out ; every­
thing howc ver 11<l:.:,ed uff quietly , and at d'l} bre,lk the rcgiment fell in 
and continued it!:. march. On rcaching Mian\\-ahion the 21st, it found 
H.M. 24th encamped on it!> It.;ft, .lIld H. l'v1. 61~t about;). mile and ;). half 
to its right. 

At sUilrise the following murning. ,>oon after the inlying picquet 
had been dismissed, the" Assembly" was soundeu. orders hm'ing been 
received for the immediate auvunce of the troops. It then became 
known that Lord Gough had, at an carly hour, placed himself at the 

hl"ad of an advance force and puslwcl on towards Ramnagar. All speed 
was made. and on reaching that town the regiment passed through it, 
and haltJ!(! under a tope of small tree~. 

The g.uns in front were still firing, but the 29th remained as 
spectators of an action chiefly ('onfined to artillery and occasional 



1848 charges of cavalry. I t was in one of the latter, that General Cureton 
and Colonel Havelock lo~t their lives. 

After a ~hort halt , the regiment adv,mced ..lbout b,llf a mile, whe.n 
it again haited, and Wd'> ordered to pitch camp 

A look·out, being erected next ddy at the qu,lfter.gu,ud, with "the 
did of gl.:l'>'~f.!<:;, a gOO? view wa ... Obt'lined of tht.: t:lwmy, who appeared 
to be r.lising a b.mery on the left of their 1){)~ltion. I n the olfternoon 
the regiment molfched out of cdmp to attend the buri.!1 of Gener,ll 

Cureton, and it had jU5t reached tht' gr.lve , when II1telligl>llce W,l '" 

received thdt the enemy were dtiv,mcing' in forr'c , 011 the right, returning 
therefore to camp, it at once fell 111. but 110 ..ltt,It.J... belllg llMtie, the 

parade was di<:;mi!'~eu. 

On the 30t~. whi!'>t a ~trong part)' W,t<; ..,('nt to ot.cup), .1 tope, in 

front of Mountain 's brig-due, dnd to erect .1 b,lttcry for the heavy gun .... 
another w.!s employed in throwing up d redoubt on the ragln. The~e 

parties were elt fir~t fired all by the enemy ~ hedvy artillery, which 
however I,iter on ceased to molest them. 

A council of w.tr being held, it ..... 1'> decided to .,tnke ,1 deci<:;ive 
blow, and with a view of "'0 doing, Oil the ! ~t of J)(·cembcr. Major· 
Gent.Tdl Sir JO~CJJh Th,lckweli \V,IS rJct.lchf'd WIth ,t force to turn the 
enemy'~ left. whih"t tht: nl.lin hody att.tckcu the pO'>ltion in from. In 
the afternoon, the kft wing of the regnnent under Mdjor \Vay, 
marched tu till:' bcl.ttcry on the right, and on its being a~cCI.liincd Lhe 
following d<iy that Thackwdl had cros~et! the Chlillib at V~bad, the 
batteries opened fire on the en~'m)', JO order to di~tract their attention 
from him. On tht: t:vcning of the 3rd, the other wing of the regiment 
took up a position about 500 yardl:> in front of the right battery, and 

commenced to construct two others about 500 yards apart and connected 
by a ditch and brea'itwork , being relieved about 2 a.m., by...dte. left 

'" wing. the works were hnished before uelwn, and the ford it R.a.mnagar 
M!Cured. 



Sher Singh, who har! in thl:' mf'anwhilc become ~ware of 1848 
Thackwell 's successful passage, broke up his camp and ret ired. I n the 
afternoon therefore, Illany of the officers of the regiment rode over to 

inspect the enemy's late lJositioll. 

The boJies of several of those who fell in the action of the nnd of 

N~vember were now recovered, and on the afternoon of the 5th , 300 
of the reg iment paraded, und(~r command of Licj)t.-Col. Congrcvc. for 
the interment of Colonel H avelock's remains. 

On the morning of the I :-;th. the regiment paraded at ten o'clock, 
with a view of crossiug the Chlnau by ,l pon toon h ridge which tht 

t:ngineers had CO/l <.;t ru ctcd . Having to wade through. at a p.lrt where 
the road had been carri(·d aW<ly, the 111(;1l were halted on tht' bank to 
take off thei r hoOls and sock .... tIld on reaching the otht:r side. ",aited to 

allow the 30th N.Ltivl: Infantry, which wa .. folluvling. to come up. 
Moving on aga in ,\lid cn) .. ~jng ,1Iloth<.:r stream, the regiment e ncamped 

that day at Tokaibi. aLoul Jour miles from its late position, and three 
from General T hackw{'l1's. 

The !\'!onthly R(;lU rn ~ dated the 1St of J anuary, [849, Head-1849 

quarters, Camp, Jan uki, ~how ~he following officers as prcsent with the. , 
r<::glmem :-

Lieut.·Colonel COIlf!:TCH, C.II. ~laJor~-M. Smith and Wa}'. 
Captatns- l'o\\,c) , l\lurdlt'iOll ((;rl'na(her company), .E. \Y. FT3.~cr (Ltght cumpany), 

sick ill }ldd IM/'/ta/ lit Nfilllnagar. 
Lieutenants * - H onblc. II . M MOIl( klon, Mctge, j'arrUlI-\IOIl, ) )Ick, Tunnochr, 

Knceilone, E T Fltl-"<.:la lJ (Jlfk ill ClIIIIP), W. S :'11ll1110n", C. H 
.... ,Lcvjnge (~itk ill l<lIllP),o R. J. i':, .lm,. J. E. ~lcndcr.~oJl, anu E H. I'cry. 

Ensl~\\. L. IJ. SmJlh, A. it Mo .... bray, ( •. A. I'ems, (,. II. NeVill, W. D. 
Chapman, .II1J E. H. J'a~k~. 

Paymaster-Cia),. ()r. Mastcr- [)ow~on. A~~lstant·Surgt!ons-Trou~dell, hlacbctll, 
and St/,:wart. 

Whilst in this camp, the officers amust:d tlH'tnsdvcs by hunting 
j~kals, and occasionally fo .... cs; by riding over to view tht: scene of the 

~te asack on S ir Josep~~?dc~~~~nd_ by Jllaying cricket. ___ _ 

I • l..it:u,-,.a,Jd Adjl1tant MacDonnell was on the 1St of January appomtl..'CI bngadc 
ma.1br fO M(HIJltllin '~ brigade. 
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1849 On the 2nd of January, Major Way. "who always took a gredt 
intere<;t in the welfdre ,mel clnluscnwnh of the officer'> dnu men," turned 

out a rcgimcntdi t~d.m to pldY "The Ofhcer'> of the Army." It wa~ a 
two day,,' match. In the I!>f inning~ the 29th 'icorcd 78 run<;, the 
Army 60 I tht" ~ccond d,IY tht" Rcgin1t'llt '>coreLi 60 to their 

opponent~' 24. 

LCdving thie; cd,'mp on the Slth. thl: n gimellt .trrivcd on it!. new 
ground at LOdh Tibbah ,I liltlt.: hc·tor~ lllld-d'l) 

The f..lil. of Atdk, ,1IH.1 wn"\'qtH':1l1 ,ldv,l1lc(' of eh,tUelf Singh 

with n.:~inrorcenlt'nt., for dH' t' lh': Il1} , h'lvmg IW('1l t-Olllll ltll1Kdted to Lord 
Gungh, llit. g-0venwr gt lh 1 . .1 urgul hl111 to ..,trlke .m t'ffcLtu.Li blow .It 

Sher Singh wifhout 10-.," 01 lime t ()n th .. mOr!llllg of the J 2th 
therefore, the ,trm, ,IJvdlln'd tov..trd., I )mghf The route I.ly through 
d. very jungly country, the Il1MLh \hl'" «'(bou,>, ,mJ it W,l'> ncttrly :2 p.1ll 

bcfor~ the regiment n:achul it... Ill.!W ground 
.. It ·W.!~ now ,l~ccrt.lined.· ~,l)~ the duthor of thl' Ikci':>JVC Banle'o 

of India, "th.lt tht, Sikh ,lflny W,l,:> III JKNtion 'oOIlW '4 miles distant. 

th'lt it!. left rC'itcd on the low hill~ of R,I '>Ul. It... centre on tllt.' vtlluge of 
Fathshah-ki-Lh'lk, it'i right on J\1 ling: th,lt though ir... front W..I:' 
cowred hy d thick belt of jungle, }et ,tiling the frequented road, which 

It:d from I )ing hi ~tr.light upon R,l!>.I!. the country Wd'> more open. A 
C<\ullcli of 'VV,lr bt'mg iwkl, It \V,l'> decided to m.lrch tht· following d,IY on 

Ra:.t'l! ; th.11 GIlLert's thvi!:.ioll, forming the extren", right, ,>hould force 
[he enem}"!:o left, whd .. t tht.. I'e.lvy <lnd fIeld clftillery. ITId:.:.cd together, 

'ihould :.weep in enhtHk tht! curvi linea r position of their centre and right. " 
At midnight the officer:. were wdrned that.m • .uJv.J.nce would be 

commenced early next morning. 

The regiment having fallen in about 7 a.m., the brigddes formed up 
in md!)ses of quarter di'>tclllCt column .. , the hC.ld!:. of which during the 

advance kept their dn· .. !>ing with J. battery of IS-pounder!. stationed in 
the centre of the lint!'. Skirmi .. hers having betn thrown out, an .advance 

straight across country was commenced. Mountain's brig!de was on 
the right of the ht:avy guns, whilst Pennycuick's was on their left. 
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.... Unlike other corps, the 29th took the precaution to keep their 
colours cased, for the ground was covered nt::arly the whole way with a 
low dog jungle, intersected in many plact!S with long prickly fences 
which offered no inconsiderable impediment. 

Sher Singh perceiving the object of this march, ddemlined if 
possible to force an action, before the British could reach the open 
ground on his left; he held therefore, under cover of the den .. e jungle, 
thrown forward his centre and part of his right. dnd occupied d. mound 
near Chilianwahi with a small detachment. 

It having been reported to Lord Gough that the enemy WCrt: in 
possession of thic; mound, and that p,lrtie .. of their c<lv<dry held been 
seen in advance of it, he al tered the direc tion of hi ... 1UV<lI1Ct', and 
marched on Chi!fanwaJa About mid.day the rC!::, iment h..lltcd whih.t 
the enemy's pi:quets in front of th~ villagt:: were being driven in. 

This huving bt:en accomplished, Pennycuick '... brigrtde tht'n 
deployed into line, whilc;t Mountaill'~ moved off d little to the right and 
halted. J n front of the latter brigade was a mound covered with tents 
and men, which being evidently an advdllce po!-.t of the em'my, the 
heavy guns opened fire upon it, <lnd the Light comp.mies (thdt of the 
29th under command of Lieut. Metge) rushing forw.ud to secure it. 
the Sikh., retired, and only one mdn who was taking <l pot .. hot elt an 
officer of the Lrght /Jobs W~ tdk(!n pri .. oncr. Lolter on. Major W ay, 
meeting a privelte of the Light company elrr'lyed in el very ~ fur·lined 
coat with what appf:ared to be gold buttons. stopped the man and 
asked him where he got his handsome garment. "Please sir," replied 
the soldier. "me and a Sikh noblt:man had a few words, and I came 
away with his coat ! " 

The brigade which had in the muntime been hahed. now r~~; 
orders to advance. and on arriVing at th~ I edge Qf ~ ~,~ 
deployed, piled anns, and lay down. 
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The 29th formed the right, the 30th N. I the left, ."J the 56th 1849 
N.!. the centre of the brig,lde*' 

Lord Gough. who did not dPPCM to have ,wy mtention of 
engaging the enemy th.lt <.IdY, hud givl!1l hI'> <.2 MG. order ... to t.lke up 
ground for encdmping, ,md the troop .. wen in the <let of (.llJing ou t, 
when d. loud report w,\,., he.tnl. ,\11(\ ,>orne .,hot,> fdl nCclr the Lomm,md('r 

in-chief. One bounding over till' colour!> of the 19th, pitched ,ullong.,t 
the dhooli heMcr'> behind, and ..,ellt tlH'1ll tl)'l!\g ,tern.,!> the coun try 

Lord Gough <It 011(,(' dzn:cted 111'. hCdVY gun!> to r<.. ... pond Shfr 

Singh now de termined to ('omple lt" the opcr.1tJon hI.! h,ld '>0 o;;·ucce~ .. rully 
Ix.-gUIl, dnd ... ent the whole of \1\', fH.Jd ,lrtdll'r) lu the flOnt, upon which 
our infantry were ordered to .,dv<lnu· .l!ld eh'lrg-t' them rhl '> order 
W~ given d}Xlu t 3 pm, ,mtl It te\1 to .Moum,un'., brip,ule to ,ut,IC\'" tht: 
mo~t formid, lblC' pel rt of the pO~lt({)n 

Lord Gough, who W,I'" nC,lr tht 29th ,It th l ~ [lInc CXd ,llIllCd, '\Vc 
are at the ould work ,lg.un, ooy ... 1 V.lhtl ... t \l,l,>..,mg through tht: thu:.J .. , 

thorny, d.od (it:nse Jungle whH..h lIltu veiled the mcn ", e re much dIlIlO}'cd 

by the fi re of ~helrp ... ho()ter.., 'Who wut' pu'>ted 111 the trec~, dnd who ... e 
signah, e nabled the ~lkh Mtdlery to n1.li-.e l \('dlent pr.tctlce .lg,un.., t the 

advancing troop" Une gun on th l left, pidCI;"t\ '>0 a.., to Lnfil.tde the 
advanct:: of the rcgmlcnt, \\ .1'> dOl1lg much danl.J.ge Ou~crvmg thl ">, 

Lie ut. W. S Simmons brokt, or! \'\lth ,1 lew men of the Light COm jMlly. 

and charging it, <lft~r .1 mu'>t detLnnltwd h,md hI \1<\nJ fig ht, the 
gunners were b,lyont.ttcJ .Intl tht gUll (.,lplured Not h.tvlllg .Illy 

spikes at hand, .mu wl~hmg to render the piece u ... de.,~, .1 bright ule.l 
occurred to thi!> officer, who, seclI1g .1 ucwJldered ~cpoy of the 56th 
near at hand, pulled off hl~ forugt' ('d.}J <lilt! r.unl1lcd It up the gun, thl~ 
w .. the means of saving many live'>. The d.tllu<;ing pelrt wol~ to follow, 
~ ... .tht: day after the action the gun being brought 10, was e)'cltllllled 
," fo • \ 

~ R'&Imental Reco<d, '9th Foot, "U "elth of ,he baul~ d .. "n by C, pt 
• '.CIitJIlr, oSlt!. Iteglmcnt, A.O C to G eneral Campl>eU, C.H, Camp ChlIuUlwahi, 
i> . . I l'8.t9, . . . 



1'49 and the Sepoy's forage cap being extracted, its innocent owner was 
sent for, complimented, und promoted on the spot, for his braveness in 
capturing and rendering useless the gun. The de .. peratioll with which 
the artillerymen stood to, dOli defended their guns, may be judged, 
when it is stated that one of these men with the bayonet righ t through 
him, clutched hold of hi~ assailant'!. musket, and with uplifted ann w;c" 
about to cut him dqwn, when the lcitter in seJf~defence pressed the 
trigger of his mu~ket and shot the brave Sikh . 

• 
The regiment whic.h W,tS still advancing, could now no 10TlJ.{cr 

preserve its dre!>.,ing, for the men having to force their W.IY through 
the dense jungle, hdd to get through when .l.nd where tht:y could, .lnd 
therefore dt times found themselves il'Y'lurge g roup ... , On <lpproaching 
the more open g~ound where the Sikh ,lrtillery !>upported by i nf~mtry 

was posted, the former opened fi re with g r.lpe. 

A~ the right of lhe line Wet'; thi!> J.1Y S.lvc:d by Ct.'IH:r.l1 Colin 
Campbell with H .M, 6lst, so W<.C:. the centre by Col. C~ngreve 

with the 29th Foot,· for riding through th<' jungle in front of hi~ 

regiment, this officer dt once gra .. ped the' situution, viI.., the coOlplete 
isolation of the 29th in com,equence of the N.ltivt' regiment ... of the 
brigade failing to support it ; its unfavourable po ... ition whil ... t cxpoM'd 
to frequent di!'chdrges of grape. and the critic.ll po!>ition of the 5th 
brigade. A moment'!., hesitation would have ent.l.iled tht: dc:.truction 
of the centre of the line of battle. 

Wishing~ therefore. to get hi~ men out of the jungle with the lea,!,t 
possible delay. and to charge the enemy, the colond, noticing a gun on 
the left which was causing much annoY,lOce, pointed to it, and ..shouted, 
" 300Rs. to the man who takes that gun!" Then ordering his bugler, 
whom he had mounted on an enormous horse cut loose from a Sikh 
limber, to sound the" Double," he gave the word to charge. Followed 

Vide General Grant's address to the regimest on 11th JanUlJ)', 11S1. 



by some of his men, Colonel Congrcve dashed forward towards the 1849-
gun, and being the first to reach it, struck the piece with his sword, 
exclaiming. "My gun!" I n the meanwhilt::, the remainder of the 
old regiment had broken their way through the jungle, and with a shout 
such as moments of pride and triumph like thco;(.!, and the<.;e .. lione. can 
produce. made bravely to the frone, ru~hing headlong into the thick of 
the enem}'. Then commenc('J ,l ~ trugg!e the like of which io; but 
seldom seen, for ca!>ting • .l!>idt.: thei r m,ltchlocb' , l'> of no further use, 
the dCfiperatc Sikh!>, sword in hand, <lwdited the ono;laught. Number ... 
of their artille rymen wt~re Imyonetted in the act of serving the guns, 
whilst othere; cominued the contr'st til! they were ('ither~ !>hor. or cut 
down. The guns. 12 in number, were captured. but in so doing 
upwards of 60 of the rcgimcnt Jwere incapacitated by !>word cuts a lone, 
As previous to going into action two men per 'lomp,my had be('n 
provided with spikes, the guns were immediately dio;abled. 

Ensig n Smith, in a Jetter written home jU'>t after thio; action, give.; 
the following account :-

" At first the regiment fost but ,In occ,l ... ional man or two, killed by 
round shot, but it.s it neared the enemy a he,Ivy fire of musketry and 
grape wa<; opened on the men, who in forcing their way through the 
jungle and bushes, at times got into group,;, Then came a grand 
explosion, a crashing 'imashing sound, and hC,lPS of men came rolling 
down, some uttering low cries of pain, others falling without a sound, 
This was the effect of g rape. When the smoke cleared away a little, 
there began an infernal clatter of musketry. 'There they are by --!' 
shouted a fellow near me~ and there they were. An immense line of 
infantry was standing behind the bushes in rear of their guns, their 
long matchlocks pointing in a very ominous way towd.rds us. Our 
.men with one accord raised their tirelocks, and sen t a tremendous volley 
into thetp, and with a shout went at them with the bayonet They let 

',uS 'aJ)D~b to within about 30 yards, when having fired, they threw 



Ui. away their matchlocks, and drawing their swords, awaited our attack, 
Some ten or twelve stood close before our colours j they were fine large 
fellows dressed in red jacket. 'I with green facings, black crossbelts and 
continuation!-t; all had beards reaching down to their waists, and long 
hair at the back of their heads. rhey fired, but misst!d us, we dashed 
at them round the bush, one of the men on my right shot one dead, 
and dashed his bayonet at another, who however seized the dreaded 
point with his left hand. and cut down his assailant. 1 came next. the 
Sikh threw the bayonet away and turned towards me, holding his 
sword straight up in the air ready to put my head octwecn my heels. I 
hit the very nick of time, and making a plunge at him, he looked at me 
for a moment. and then dropped off my sword, the point of which had 
penetrated beneath hi!-. right shoulder 'blade. having previously struck 
him on the left sid-= <;omewhere very near the heart. All the others 
shared his fate. One man threw out his arms, took the point of a 
bayonet into his body, and held it there with his left hand whilst with 
his right he severely wounded his antagonist." 

Line having been re-formed, the regirnent continued to press the 
enemy's infantry, which retired in the greatest order, loading, halting. 
and fronting to deliver their fire, as if on parade, thereby glvmg an 
excellent illustration of their good drill and discipline . 

.... \ . 
As Pennydslck's brigade had been repulsed. and its assailants 

were advancing ;.liong the line. to attack the remdining regiments on the 
right. the 29th received onlcrs to change front to the left on its Light 
company. This occasioned a gap in the line. of which the eQ.emy 
were not long in taking advantage, for sud~enly there was an alarm 
that some of them were in rear, endeavouring to withdraw the spiked 
guns. This proving to be the case, Colonel Congreve tum~ du:. 
regiment about, and charged back to defend them. Shortly..rlel' dlio 
S~ Sikh cavalry were observed approaching at a steady ~ .~. 
baving advanced to within about 200 yards. slal:kened ~ ~:~:;to 



walk; one, however. continu(,d hi .. advance from bush to bu .. h. until1849 
he at last got within 100 yarrJ..., of the regiment. when one of the men 

ran out a few yards. dnci a.., the Sikh appcdrcd bctw~cll thl:" Ja'>t two 
bushes, dropped him (bit! from hi~ hc)r'>(·. The remainder thereupon 
galloped up, hut t: very firdork W,l'> hrought up to th t" " prc,>erH." and 

many a bullet told. as men dropped from their saddle'> or hor'>e'> rolled 

over. Being thrown into ,;ome confu,>iun, another wdl .dirccted voHey 

sent the e nemy to the right about, ant! tlW,lY they went hdtt'r·~kdtcr. 

Two of the Sikh", howc Vt-'r, predou,> to <,0 doing '>pre,lt! a whitt: cloth 
over the body of the man who was .... hot fir!>l, ,lnci \\ho appeared to 

have been their leader. 

The regiment thell frontc·d. ,lIld ct1ntinuing it'; advance became 

again oppn,>cd to '>OJl1e inf'l11try and .1 htttery of ",cVt'l1 gun.:;, which 
wert' firing on the 5th bri~,\I.k. On lht'ir charging tht-'>l' gun,>, ."ix of 

them limbt'red up ,lilt! g,dloped .tW,lY. the ...,evt'nth however turned 
round and taking ,1 -; ilc)t at the colour,> "'llcct~edcd in chlring away 

every man to the right and left of tht'm. The gun WOlS m pturecl, the 

guOIl('rs bayont'tt~d, and H.~1. 24th \\,1<'; ""wed from ,IllY further loss. 

Having driven tht' enemy into ,Ill other open '>,><lce beyond the 
jungle, the regiment in order not to ('xp0<;c it'; ...,mall numbers to the 

ooe my's view, wm, directed to halt in n',lr of the jl.m~k, and SQon aft\'~r­

wards orders were received for the men to pile arms and lie down. 
Presently Lo rd Gough rode along the front of the 29th which received 
him with a hearty cheer, the result being ..,ollle roLind :.hot from the 
enemy, which wounded two men just in front of the comnlclnder·in­

chief, lIpon which he pulled up exclaiming, "Them be hard dumplings, 

beys f" In this position the regiment relll<lincd for ~ome timt'. till all 

lizing having ceased and the enemy having withdrawn, No. I compall}'. 
~er 'COmmand of Lieut. Knt!cbone, with Ensign Ferris. was ordered to 
Ih-...wi ov,er its arms to NO.2, and to collect the wounded. Whilst this 
~, - + 
, .. ~ done tqe remainder of the regiment fell back on Chilianwala 
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. • "' and bivouacked for the night. d short distancl:' in rear of where it ~a.9 
that mo.)rning first deployed; for near this village alone could food and 
water be obtained. By the time the wounded had been collected, it 

was so dark that Lieut. Kneebone's compdny had great difficulty in 
finding its way back to the regiment. 

Unarmed, surrounded by jungle, and with the enemy in the vicinity, 
it was an anxiou'i moment when <ldv<lflcing footsteps were heard. The 
approaching Jhlrty on being challengt"d, proved fortunately to be an 
escort with amm unitIon dnd grog for'the regiment , the~e had also lost 
their way. The men now halted, ,mtl d tot ,lil round being 'icrved out, 
the parties cvcntudllj red.Chcd the regiment without further adventure, 
and to the plca<;ur(' of their comr~ldcs who were getting anxious at their 
long absence. ' 

During the ch.lngc of frollt, which h,1<\ ('nrlbkd the enemy to gf't 
in rear of the regiment. five out of the twelve gun~ which hctd been 
spiked, were \\·ithdr,lwn by the Sikh..,. 

In this action the centre of the Quet'n'<; colour, which Ensign 
Smith t carried, \\.l<; .,hot out, <md that officer twice hit by spent 
bullets, En!:>'gn Mowbr.l),. 1! who had ch<~rge of the regimen tal colour. 
had the budge <;hot off hi., forJ.ge cap. but happily escaped. without 
wounds. 

Major-Generctl Sir W. Gilbert. in hi" de<;pdtch, mentionc; the 
undaunted bravery on this occ:.nc;ion of Her Majc~ty\ 29th Regiment, 
uncler Lieut. -Colonel Congreve, and the manner in which Major .. Smith 
and Way c;econded their brave commander, a<; al!:>o of the conduct of 
Lieut. MacDonnell, § major of brigade, 

t Dled at Vazlral~d on the 29th of November, 1849. 

n Promoted the follow!llg day mto H.M 24th :Foot. Died on tbe 16th of 
Febnwy, 1850' 

S The only officer or the Queen's arm)' under the grade of Captnm rewarded oriI;b. .a 
step of honorary l;'Ink for thiS actIon. 
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.Pm", Mu$le,. Rolls, Pay lirls, and M Ill/filly RdliNU ~9tlt. Fi)(J1 

Chilianwalft, 13th January, 1841} 

Strength of RegllJ'lent gOing mto ;\("tIOI1 

Klll t:d .. 

Wounded · 
Mls~mg 

Major - Matthew ~mlth 

{
Han ble H M 

Lieutenants H '" M 
M onck!un 

~llght ('ontu~!On 

St..\crcly 

En!>lgn--G H Ne~11l 

Se.rJt Coney, Patrick 

" Long, Robert 
Pte. Beech, RIchard 

.. BULkley, Charles 
" Buntmg, Thoma" 
" Campbell, J arne<; 
" Cooney, Edmund 
" Cotter, Pierce 
't Dalley, Darn:ud 

" Dannan, J rn.eph 
~, Dawluns, Henry 
tt Dernps,ey, Patrick 

ctge Vcry ~evc re l} 

':lhghlly 

Kill Ell 

Ptc I )onm an, lohn 

" I arnoi, j.1\m 

" I ld,er, lohn 

" ( ;Jlc~, W,l!' :Hll 

•• (~a~l1kr, John 

" (;Ut '>t, Frul ... nl k 
" Haggt.tt, (;colt.;e 

" Hopkm~, tt'ltr"hacl 
" Husse), John 
" J enk m,>, " 'llkllll, 2(;82 

" M c f)etmott, DOo\UlI( \.. 

" McGlaughhn, Charles 

MIS'i ING 

Pte Mamotr 1 h(Jlna" 

" 1.1:\) 0 I,mlt'~ 

" \T uUm, J hOI11:l ~ 

" N,l)lor, \\ 11ku\) 

" 1'I1tt, \, 11kllli 
,. __ h ... nto11, J11t1lS 

" i J.) lor, lonJ.~ 

" I wam hley, John 

" \":l.l \..u, I h{)lll a~ 
" \Val~h, I homal> 

" \\ lid bore, Jam",> 

""" " 
~T. Taylor and T. Vornell'l (m Jncllun battlc ~ the nmslng may generally be 

, ... ft""'l .. killed), 
."1'1 " , . 

~ ~ I'0JJt{ KIDed- z Ser)eSnta, - Drummers, 29 RanI.. and fde. 
• . . WouDded-~.. ".. 194 " 

II 
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