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forces nllder Sir John Cradock. They were subsequently 
incorporated in a. company of the 1st' battalion of detach
ments formed with many others left sick a.nd wounded 

after the hattIe of Vimicro. 
The battalion was shipped for Engla.nd on boara the 

, R('solntion' and 'Elizabeth, ' and after 0. tempestuous 
paS&'lge. landed at Plymouth, \vhere the inhabitants 
loaded the men, women, an~ childrcll, wjtll kindness, 
gratuitously I'mpplying clothes and other comforts. On 
the 23rd of :March they clli.ered Colch('ster J~arr.1cks. 

where the fin;t iJatt.'\lion wa.<:I already statiolled, and in the 
happiness of reunion quickly forgot all the trials and 
llardsh ips of 111e late campnip:n. 

Recruiting W Ol lt on l,riskly. mnny militiamen alld 

voiuntccTfo; joined, rmd betell'(" tIl(' fo;ccond lmttaJion had 
been locah,d Ollt' week in Colchester Barracks it was 

augmented hy upwards of 500, 

NXPEDl'l'ION "0 "· .. HCURREN, 

On the 18th of .Tullc til e vast armament, under Admiral 

Rir ltic1Hlrd Stmcllnll, composed of 35 f:;llips of the lille , 

2 of' 50 g'lm.o::, 3 of 4·1, Hl7 sloops, boml!s, and othor 

armed small ('n1ft, intclJdcd for II deSl:'ent on H olla.nd, 

assemLled iIJ the Downs, TIle lund forces, uud(']' General 
the Earl of Ohath(l1l1, including ofliC(lrs, numbered 39,21fl. 

A 11 Wf'rc in a high state of' spirit.s allu discipline. 
Ou Jnnn 20th, the second hattalion of the 43rd, with 

{iher ('orps, left ColchCflter &lld moved to Shorncliffe 

Barracks, wlwre, until tIle 17th of July, they remained 

bri/l:aded with the second ba.ttalioll of the 52nd aud 95tl1, 
under cotnmf:nd of Major-Geneml the Hon. W, Stewart. 

On that day tl.cy marched through Dover to Deal, where 

they fonnd innumerable boats ready to convey the soldiers, 

streaming into the town by every available road, to their 
ship~ from w 110M mastheads floo.ted-
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., The flag ,bat '8 bru.ved a thQ\lSIlD.d years 
ThQ ba~tl8 lI.ud tho, bre6Z8." 

"7 

In incredibly quick t ime tlJe men were pulled off by the 
blue-jackets 'in the presencc of countless fair daughters of 
A IhiOtl, gathered from afar to watch their depa.rture. 

The strength of the battalion ou elllL:ukat-ion' amounted 
to thirty-five sergeallts, twenty-two huglers, aud G05 rank 
and file. They were pluc-cd on boarJ the' York,' ISCvcllty
four, alid on the 31st July werc in East Kapelle roads off' 
'Valchercn. Little oppositio~l was oficrcJ, and the 
troops were immeuiately CllJploYl'J ill the retlnction of 
Flushing. The object of the ex pctli't1011 was to Jestroy 0 1' 

capture tlw.cucmy'8 :<llipd a.floaf, on the ScheIdt, as well 
0I i:! thol:le building at Antwerp and FlushilJg; to del:ltroy 
the arl:iOnal~ and uockyaruz;; to reduC(' the Islaml of 
'Valcherell, and reuder, if possible, tlJC river TIll lunger 
navigal.le for ships of war. Bl.'Ould this programme provo 
impracticable, the commanders were to l'etUnt to Bugla.nd, 
leaving a foree sufficiellt to mailltailJ the fut,lIrc pOS.!:iC~ioll 
and protectjoll of'Valchl'l'en. 

011 the arrival of the Lattalion at Emit Kapelle road~, a 
heavy fire was observed ii'om the mortar and gunboatr. 
directed on the town or 'l'l'rverre , Part uf the fleet Ilud 
already entered tho \ ' eergat, anu landed a large force, 
together witli 300 tiailor~, 'l'h0 army mlvalLced and 
occupied the ploce, tokillg some field-piece .. , and driving 
the enemy into F lnz;hing. IIopc'sdivitiion took possession 
of Fort BalzoH. The French fleet retired Lehill(ll~ chain 
drawn across the Sc1Jeldt, near Fort Lillo. On the 5th 
'of August, Zandolit:.t. opposite Fort Bathz, was attacked 
with twenty-eight gunLoats, lut were dri veil off by the 
batteries. The weather had become so boigterous that 
the sea bl~kade of Flushing could not be aecoluplished 
until the 7th. ' The enemy threw a thousand men across 
the Scheldt" to reinforce the town, and made a sortie 
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from Flushing on the right of our line, but was re
pulsed. 

Meanwhi1e the 43rd had been placed in small craft in 
the Sloe Passage between Walcheren and South Beveland. 
The light Lrigade was composed of the second battalions 
of the 43rd, 52nd, and 9;")th Rifle corps. On the 13th the 
batteries below Flushing were completed, and some 
frigates and bombs having taken their station, a fire was 
.opened from upwards of fifty pieces of heavy ordnance, 
and kept up during the llight, vigorously returned by 
tIle enemy. In the morning seven line-of·battle ships. 
anchored in the Deserlo Passage, got under weigh ami 
ranged along the sea front. led by Sir n. Strachan, 
plying:l furious (;l.IuDonadl:l uutil the town presented one 
vast conflngrrttion . Firing from the ramparts having 
nearly ceased, General :'l onnet was snmmoned to sur
render. An evasi .... e answer was returned. Hostihties 
were recommenced and continued until the following day, 
when the enemy cravcd :l 61lFlpCnsion of arms, and tIle 

governor al)d entire garri')on heeamo prisoners of war, 
whilf' all the valuable stores fell into our hands. 1'ho 
loss of British killed , wOllnde.d, ~Uld missing during the 
siege amounted to aLout 720, including officers. 

Offensive operations weTC at an end. The troops found 
themselws in the miu.,t of abundance. Pay was issued 
with punctuality, and recreations of all kinds were in
dulged in. '1'he British army was suddenly roused from 
t:kis state of pooceful enjoymeut by the approach of a. foe 
more terriLb than that of French myrmidons. A pesti
lential fever broke out, from which men staggered, reU, 
and dropping, almost instantaneously expired. 'Vith such · 
fearful rapidity did this scourge prey upon its victims 
that in fourteen days 12,086 soldiers weri ~ek dowll, 'and 
60 virulent were the seeds of the disorder th&t- even. c.1D.
valescents rarely in any case ever wholly redovered their 



, """. 43rd Ligltt Infantry. "9 

former vigour of constitution. This destroying angel 
was long remembered with awe-struck terror by the name 
of" Walchcl'cn .. fever. 

On the 10th of August, headquarters, with the right 
wing of the 43rd, marched for .South Graven Polder, 
where they were cn.ntoned until the 15th; the otber wing, 
under Major Elers, remaining at 'furgoes. Hen.dquarters 
and rigbt wing moved on the 10th to the parish of Dc 
Graa, 'and were cantolled in the neighbouring farmhouses 

• 
until the 30th, w hen, just as they lwd !'iat dowlI to dinner, 
a sudden order deBiTed t bE>m to mcve to the coast. Ti;le 
meal wus inst..1.ntly IJbanJoued, ('VCTyt.11iug pa~kcd up, and 
the beuch gnilleJ in two hours, where erubnrkation Legan 
without delay. Next, lHorHing. 200 of t1,6 sick, officers 
and sold ierfl., were removed' on Loanl small craft for 
Enghmd. Ti le Itcndquartcn, of tile battalion were re
moY(xl from tbe ' Gmlgcs' to Hi l:> Majesty's sLip' Salsette,' 
but by this time overy man wa f; ill, an(\ many had died. 
At Harwich tllero disemharked 32 florgeaut8, 35 corporals, 
21 buglers, GG6 privates, nearly all prostrated by the 
fever. A s they crawled on shore, an honest couutryman, 
poinling, oLservc(} to his compauioIl, "I sny, nil], there 
goes the King's hard Largains." 1 sergeant and 7 pri
vates wcre left at Walchcrcll. 

The battalion marched to Colchester. Those at all 
aLle to move were sent to Sudbury fur change of air, 
which in somo cases proved highly beneficial; but from 
fi rst to last their loss was 12G mell by th~ epidemic. The 
final evacuation of , Vale her en took place towards tbe end 
ct December. 
. This expedition can only be regarded as a disgraceful 
reeprd of the jpcompetency of the ministry then in power. 
'fa. ,their ~"mS in judgment, combined wi1;h the jealousies 
'fond. r,:criminations existing between the naval and military 
comnland_ "'"Y be aacribed the loss of 7000 bravo 
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British !JOldiers by fever and ague, ingloriously sacrificed 
in 811 ,tl.nhealthy climate, while their services would have 
been invaluable in SpaiD The miserable event gave rise 
to a ca.ustie epigram :-

"Lord OLathtWl., with sword UndraWll, 

Stood waiting for Sir Richard Strachan; 
Sir Ric1ll1.rd, l()l1ging to be nt 'um, 
Stood waiting for ~ho EArl of Cbathanl." 

After 'Valcheren, the tl8cond 1atta.lion of the 43rd 
ri:'-mained in England to recruit for the first in the 
Peninsula. 

Na.poleon, on quit.ting Spain at the .close of 1808, left 
tllO t.alsk of cornplf'l(' <;ubjugutiflD to bis deJef,"lltC'd marshals. 
'fhi/:! win prove that so arrogantly SE:cure did he make of 
Soules immediate progress in Portugal that lIe fixed the 
5th of }"ej,nIary for tIle arriv;~l of his troop!:! at OporLo, 
~lld the IHt.h in ~bnt for hiR' OW11 triumphant entry iato 
Lisbon. This army consisted of 23,000 men" of which 
4000 were cavalry, wit.h 50 picccs of capuon. 

Early in Hpring 111e nrit ish MiniAtry, convinced that 
the Spanish and Portuguese cause W~ not hopeless, 
despatched General llcregford wit,h twelve or fourteen 
officers to re-organize and form the army of the latter 
nation. The Bng lish troops left in the reninsuia on the 
withJmwnl from Corunna consisted of a brigade under 
Brigndicr.Gencm,] C:lmeron, the 14th Dragoons, with the 
~ic1f, conv~lesceIJts, ~nd stragglers of Sir Jolm Moore's 
army; the wIlDIe amounting to some 7000 men, under 
command of Sir J ohn Cradock at Lisbon. From this 
body was formed the first and second ba-ttalions of detach
menta. The fi.rbt of these bad, besides the 43rd compa¥y, 
o,ne from the ~9th, another from the 62nd, and a third 
from the 95th, commanded by Colonel Way' of the 29th. 
The 43rd were in charge of Lieutena.nt George Brown, 
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with whom was Lieutenant Brockmnn. Reinforcements 
reach;d the Tagua in March and ..April, il~crea~iug the 
army to 13,000 men. ThiEl enabled Sir J. Qradoc,k to 
take up a positiou out of Lil:ibon, and to cover the great 
roads leading upon that. city. Government determined to 

intrust the defence of Portugal to tIle g~lleral who had 
80 successfGlly distinguished himself in the year previous. 
Sir J. Cradock was tller('forc supcrsodeJ and appoiuted 
Governor of Gibraltar.-

On the 16th of April Sir Arthur 'Vclle~lcy sailed from 
Port.!>lUouth in the 'Rur"~ illallt,' Captain Sir G. Cvllier, 
nor did llc ag-ain touch F:ngli:.;}( ~oil ulltil 1814 as F.M. 
Duke of Wellint,>1.on, at. the very momcnt that the Prince 
U.egent was exhibiting' tllC ;1l's!Jnal, dock-yaru aml fleet to 

the Emperor of Hussin awl Killg' of Prn!>8ia. Sir Arthur 
l'e..'l.ched LisOOJl on the 22ucl of .A pri!. His reception was 
an ovation. Tll(.l city was illuminated, the people hailed 
him as their fiJrmer deliverer, and testifit,.l iBtOllse grati. 
fication and delight. On the 25th he was introduced to 
the regency in the palace of the I nquisition, wIleD the 
rank of Marslml-Gcucml of Portugal was conferred, and 
he joined the army at CoimLrn on the P2nd of May. Each 
town through' whiell he passed was hrilliantJy illuminated 
iu his houour, while ladies etnulatt'tl each Dther in 
bestowing" wreathed r-;miles" and offeriug magnificent 
bouquets. , 

Sir .Arthur determined to advan..-:e with hia- main body 
au the enemy's front.. A division under Marshal Ber~s
ford was directed on "iseu aud across the Douro to co-
operate with Silviera.. The Briti~b troops were in excel
lent order, and the Portuguese regiIlleuts, although less 
soldier-like in ensemble than their allies, ~e out better 
than was eXp'ooted·. Great credit was due to M.arshal 
Beresford, for upon being appointed Generalissimo of this 
army, he first ciothed them iu Englu.'h fashion, doubled 
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their pay. 4i~misaed the service two 'of their general 
officers as ignorant and incompetent., and illf~tituted such 
regulations and drills, that what was like a oountry 
mbble became metamorphosed into a respectable body of 
regular troops. 

It was intended to Aurprise the French under General 
Froncel:lhi , Oll the ] Olh; but tile n ciglling of horses and 
!;tupidity of the gu ideR caused a failure." OD the fol. 
lowing day the enemy was observed on the skirts of a 
wood. Sharp skirmishillg ensued. Tile four battalions 
of the Germal.l Legion marched diagonally to turn the left, 
whiel. appeaTC:!d the weak poillt-mc~nwhile-ihe French 
manag~d t.o pusil a column of infantry dOWlJ tho rOM, 
tltn)ug ll tho vdlage of Grijoll, which being reported 
to Sir Artllllr, he replied, " If tllt!Y come any further, 
oruer the 1Jf\tt..'\lioll ~ of detaclllllcllts to cLarge them with 
the bn.yoIlct." This altewative was uunpcessary~ as find
jug our whole force in t1.H.:ir trout, ~IJCy 1'direu. 

Oil the 12th flo Lair-dresser, escaped from Oporto in the 
lligLt, brought intelligcllce that the French llad dCHtroyed 

. t~c 'bridge Qf uonts over the Doura, anu had secured all 
those 011 tho other siue. ,Sir A rtlmr ordered Ooloucl 
Waters to proceed.directly to the river and procure Loats, 
coote qui co/1fc. l~a sBillg up tIle left bank he at length, 
two mil('s above fue city, descried a small old boat 
bntiX'dded in the muo. Others were scen Oil the opposite 

'!:lido, and t«)mc pea8all~ consentillg to accompany the 
~Ioncl and fdry If<'"I.t:.k' four boats, the troops were COD8 

veycd over. Soult discredited the possiLility until incon8 
)estaLly proved by our firing. The enemy then issued 
from the town~ in great numbers .bringing guns to bear, 
but bcing' tamely served, did little mischief. Suddenly they 
began to retreat. On their deserting t.he quays, the Por8 
~uguese jumped into the boats amidst vociferous cheering. 
General Charles Stewart pursued. 
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At the passage of the Dauro the Britis,h loss did not 
exceed 120 men, while the French, besides 500 killed ~nd 
wounded, left in our bands many prisoners, many gj'ckin 
hospital, and various pieces of cannon. The 43rd com· 
pany had about 10 killed and wounded. Sir.A. Wellesley 
in his. despatch wrote :-" I calinot &'ly too much ill favour 
of the officers and men . Tiley ha.ve marc1wd in four day,\!: 
over eighty ~liles of most difficult country, have gained 
lOnny important positions, and Itave engaged and defeated 
three different botii\.'s of the enemy's troops. I Lave also 
to l'cqUebt your Lonhhip's nttcntioll to the conduct of tLe 
flank comprlllies of the 2fltll, 43nl, and 52nd Regiments 
unuer Mnjor'''"ay of t1.o 2fJth." 

0n the' 2!Hh of May the fil !:>t hattalion of tIle 43rd, 
complete in OftiCCl'.'l uIHl IlUJUUcl illg' l0721Kl),onets, marched 
froUl ()olch~l') tcr to Harwich, undl't' COlnlllflud. of Lieut.
Colollel GifIi)ld. III COlljlllh.:tioll ,,.itb the fir~t battalion' 
fi2ud and first hattal iol.l !·){iUl Rifleij, they embarked for 
Portugal. These two regiments had eaeJ.1 upwards of 
1000 effcctive~ and with the 43 1'11 were UIJ fine and effi

,cient a body of meu as ever took the field, TIle Tag.up, 
was made on the 2Btll of June. On the 2nd of July the 
riHc corps and right wiug of the 431'(1 proceeded up the 
river and the left followed. All wcnt. well until withi~ a 
lcaglle of Villada, wLen some of tLe boats go~ aground, 
and the men were disembarked nnd took the road, reach
ing Villada on the enning of tL~ 5th. After lea.ving 
Abrantes they crossed to the left of the 'river; but finding . -
only bad roads, a barren country, and little or no food, 
they recrossed. At Villa. Velha the country imp+ov~. 
At Castel Branco they rested for two days, understand·' 
jng that Sir Arthur was not so much in want of them. 
From thence a short cut was made to Zebreira, on the 
frontier of Spain, where they heard of Sir Arthur hav
ing ",ached OtobiBpo, in the neigbbouruood of Talavera, 
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at that time occupied by a part of the French army 
under Victor. Either this piece of intelligence, or a 
direct order from'Vellesley, illduced Crallfurd to push 
forward by forced marches to Coria by way of Zarza 
Maior. At Coria it was absolutdy necessary to give the 
division a. day':'! rest, after which thry proceeded pell 
mell nigh t.'and tl .. y. allowing wt a few hours in the meri
dian heat f<w ('Doking, and arrived about three miles in 
front of 'l'abvera at nine o' dock on the morning of the 
29th, just one day after the battle. Of this celebrated 
march Napier wrote :-" Timt day General Robert Crau~ 

furd reached tliC EngliRh camp with the 43rd, 52nd, and 
95th RegiqlCnts, ~.ft,l){l immediatdy took cLurge of tile 
outposts. These troop!'!, after a march of twent'y miles, 
were in bivou(lc ncar Malpartida de Placcnzia wben the 
alarm caused hy the Spa.nish fUf!;itives f-pread to that 
part. Craufurd, fearillg that the arm'y was pressed, 
allowed the men to rest for a few hour!:!, and then with
drawing about fifty of the weakest froDl the ranks, CODl
menced his march with the resolution uot to halt until l1e 
reached the field of battle. As the brigade advanced 
crowds of the runaways were met with, and although liot 
a ll Spaniards, nll propagating the vile!>t faJt.,ehoods-" The 
army was ddeated ;" "Sir Arthur WelJesley was 
killed;" " The Fren-ch were only a few miles dist:1nt;" 
nay; some blinded by their fcars, affected to point out the 
enemy's advanced posts on the nearest hillS'. Jndiguant 
at ihis shameful- scent1, tbe troops. hastened rather than 
slackened the impetllosit.J' of .their p&ce; and leaving only 
seventeen stragglers bebind, i~ twenty-six hours crossed , 
the field of battle in a close and compact body; liav ing 
in that time passed over 8ixty-two English miles in the 
hottest season of the year, each man carrying from fifty 
to sixty pounds' weight upon his sbou).ders. Etad the 
historian Gibbon known 'of such a march, he would 
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have spared his sneer about the I delicacy of modern 
soldiers.' ,-

Discussion having aritien as to the correct data fur
nish by the foregoing extract, a leaf out of Lieutenant 
Pol1oek's-43rd Regiment-pocket diary may be likewise 
quoted :-

II Left Corin on the 241u (July, ISO!!) for Galest&.; 011 

the 25th to Malpartida, a Jisf:tncL' of four leagues. under 
soaking rain. Next A.M., 2! jtb, about thro(' Je.'l gue.R. 
crossed the river Pictnr, alld after ml~rc11illg two ll'ngue::; 
{ouud we hau tllkcli the wlong road; obliged therefore 
to cross the COUll try about hvo leagues, where we Imlted, 
having marched upwalcls of seven lC(i.gnes; lwxt morn· 
ing marched fur Naval ~foml, four league .. , Next A.M., 

28th, ti le IJl igadc m:ncbcd at I o'clock wilh tilt' intention 
of' only going four lcagut·!o1, lmt hefon' we had got >;0 far 
we Ind thc SpalJianh: 1'11111 Ii 11.0; away ill all uil'cetion!'1, 
with lmgl!:age, &t'., rLlld Willi l'crorted an cligagement; 
procl'oded tilerel()l'(;' alloHt f.;ix lcag'ue~ to Orope~a., where 

,ve fileu off to " wood nuo stopped \Lnti! 4 o'clock, when 
we tlg'ain cOli/inned the march at a vcry qni~1,: pace until 
11 o'('\o(·k. The l)ri~:tde thcll lay down willi their arms 
in their han<h:;, and af'tN Icmaiuillg ill tilat ,.,ituation for 
thrcl.' hoUTs a~aill m::l1dlCII anJ. rcrtclu:·d th(' ground wllerc 
the action had been fought tll(, Jay pl'cviom, --a llarrowing 
mardi IIi' si.:rt.'I-8ix mt'uJi in tl,il'ty lomrs." 

Great wa! the dis.'lppoiljtment awl disgust in the 
brigade at findi ng th,ey were. but!'- f(lW hours too late to 
take part in the bMt),e, lmt as in elose column"they pa~ 
o'ver the field, they Were c1lCered by the wh9le army, and 
th~ir arrival at this particular moment was hailed as an 
auspIcIous omen, Although as a regiment the 43rd were 
not present at Talavera>; their company of detachments, 

under ·Lieutenants Brown and Brookman, formed on a 
hi" ;,0' the extreme left pf the ppsitiOD, greatly djstin~ 
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guiehed itself by repulsing a.t the point of the bayonet 
a formidable attack. This company, consisting of 4 ser
geants and 100 rank and file , lost 10 privates; Lieutenant 
Brown was wounded, and Captain Gardiner of the regi
ment, brigade-major to General Stewart, killed . 

The S'paniards. behaved infamously, refusing the 
slightest aRSiiitance in burying the dead, and although 
!;ufficicnt corD to snpport the army fo r a month was 
secreted in Talavera, declined to produce it. This con
duct sowed the first seeds of contempt and dislike, never 
after wholly eradicated, in the hearts of the British 
towards their nlli t:s. P rovisions were scant, water stag
nant, and t110 enemy oonccntrnting in thp viciu ity. The 
French lind continued a renr-guard OIl tIle Alberche 
uutil they l'f'ti rctl through Santa OIa1Ja. An anecdote 
was robteu higllly clcuitaLle to King J oseph. In tho 
JIOUSC where he had loJgl'd, a c..'1riC:\tllrO was dibcoveroo of 
, m Rcyc Pep",' \\·hicl] <:rcn.feJ great illdignation in those 
around hib person. On his deparlure next morning, H .M. 
tendered hi s hOht n. sUllfl'.lIOX, remarking tJl at he would do 
well to be more careful of the coptellh. than of the carica
ture. Oil L-eiug opened it was found to contain the King's 
min iattITC'. 

At this time the 43rd. 52nd, and 95th Rifle.~, were 
ordered to "compose a Light Brigade under command of 
Brigadier-General Robert Craufurd ." 

The Duke of Dnlmatia, at the head of- an imposing 
for~, bad enteren Placenzia. '1'ho fate of the Peninsula 

• 
soc\Ded no>fl'suspe~dcd on a thread, and the periJ of the 
British army extreme, o\ying to their great llumerical 
inferiority. In this alarming attitude of affairs, the General 
ahated not one whit of his usual calmness and fortitude. 
He occupied himself in visiting the hospiWs, procuring 
all attainable comforts for the wounded and dying, while 
he neglected it6 possible precautions against surprise. 
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On the 3rd of August the 43rd, with the light brigade 
left Talavem for Oropeza" crossing the Tagus at Arzo
biepo, . and reaching Almaraz on the 8th. During the 
march, grievous privations from want of food and water 
were undergone; even n breakfast of acorns was deemed a 
luxurious repast. Witbin a few days, Major Pl'~tor and 
Capbtin M'Utchlan of the 43rd succumbed fium fever 
contracted on the march. The latter had. di stillgllished 
himscif at Vimiel'o. M;ljrU' M'LeoJ now commanded the 
regiment, Coloud Gifford Lcillg on tile staff. 

Meanwhile, Sir Arthur ;lad tahH np a positioll on the 
otber side of the Tagus, by the Lridg(. of A.lzol.i~po, tllUR 
baffling the comiJinntil.JHs of the cllcmy. Cral1funJ's 
brigade, with fo;ix picC(:!; of mtillt·ry, was tlirectcd to g:lill 
the Lridge of Allllarft:r., lc .. t Ille cnemy di"cov~ring tho 
ford below, "hould ('ro!-><! :mll f-,(-' i1.c tllc Pucl'ta de :Mim~ 
hete . Tllil, mOVClHl'lIt \Va.,; effl'cled, hut thc Hp:mii'>h 
infantry nuder Albuquerque pClluittcd MortiC'l' to tako 
advant.'lg-e of their sllpillcnc)os, nn,l the }'rcllch cavalry, 
flccretly ub.<>cmblcd, wit.1! G OHcral Coulaillcomt's bl'igwlc, 
suddenly entered tllc strcalD. 1'110 Spaniards r1ll1lling to 
~rms, opened npon tlle leading WIuadrolls; but. Morticr, 
with a powerful cOllccntl'ic fire of artillery, ovcrwhelmed 
them. 

Sir Arthur awl his army ~il\ed Ddeytoza, nud deposit
ing the wounded tIl a large convcut, procceded westward. 
On the 11th"Qf August headquarters were at Truxillo. 
Craufurd's light brigade wa.~ relieved at Almal'az by ~he 
Spaniards, and took the road of Cacerqs to Valencia de 
Alcantara. The. pass of Mira~k 'disclosed how mueh 
thej had suffered. With difficulty and many halts they 
were only able to reach Campo Mayor on September tbe 
11th, wbere the pestil~nt fever of the Guaruana comD1itted • 
distressing ravages. Four sergean~ and 106 Tank and 
fila of the 43rd perished· from· the epidemic: Dysentery 
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aIsd raged, and in a shon space of -time that scourge cost 
the British army 5000 men\ Here the men of the regi
ment hitherto attached to the first battalion of detachments 
joined. 

On the 3rd of September, W ellesley left Truxillo, 
gradually drnwing towll;rds the frontiers; passing through 
Mede11in and Merida to BAdajoz, wI Jere be established 
himself. The enemy had not followed the defeated 
SpanianlR; but f('arful of Jea.villg the north of Spain with
ont troops, aUfI feeling secure of the capital, the three 
corps sct out on their return towards Salamanca, and thus 
ended the campaigll of lSOn. 

The actious or July had taught tlH' enemy tha,t. their 
urms were 110 IOllger infhllibJe ; tJJcir T('pn]sc awake-lied 
some deg7ce of c))etfgy in tile Spalli~mJs, while Europe 
hegan tn r('cogni~e tllO possibility of ben.tillg the J'J'ench. 
To this and tIle sllcccc(ling campuigns may be ascribed tIle 
resllscitMioll of t!u.· IIlor a/!; 1;1 European armies wllich 
1hC' unbounded COlH]tle"t.'1 alln nmLition of Napoleon 
had almo;;t to tally rUllIihiJatod. III DC'cembor Craufurd's 
brigade lIHtH·hed from ('n.mpo Mayor to Ooimbra and 
Cclorico. 

At Coirnbl'n. the lIUIlS jll\ ilL'd 1lic officers of the 40rd 
to a brcakfa"t, at wlJich tlley waited themselves. Placed. 
insidc a double ~rating, they tnmed round a table plellti
fully sllppli C'd "with a great variety of dlOcobte, coffee, 
cakes, and other deli('a('i pt-;. 

1810. 

On the 3rd of January tbe 43rd anived at Pinhel, 
close to the River Coa, where they were -cantoned. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley-now Lord V\' f'llington-was 
regarded as the only general capable of directing the 
defence of Portugal, our ancient any, and a.t the same 
time inspiring entire confidenee«" 1;Ioth a.t home f\nd 
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abroad. Calculating that . ratiollB lor a larger foree 
might not be procurable, he. demandea but 30,000 
troops to prosecute the war. Success, he urged, could 
only be arrived at by combined earnestness and de
votedness in purpos~ and action on the part of the 
natives. It was necessary to secure two points; first, 
to concert measures by which Bufficiency of subsistence 
should be attainable for thC' British and Portuguese 
armies ,; secondly, to devi!olc plans by which the enemy 
should Ue deprive 1 of supplies. The inha.bitant:; were 
ordered to destroy tIH::ir m;lJ~, break Jown the bridges, 
re1OO\"O the boat>!, abrmdon thC'i," llwelling>l. and carry 
off their property wllCrtl\cr the ill vader might approach; 
while th(' entire popul:1tion, cuuvcrted fur tile nonce 
into solrliecf;, sllOuhl do:"c on the rear and flanks and cut 
off all exterior rc..;ourec". Stf>lll a.:. the 1U~ndate might 
appear, the exigcllcics of war }"t'udercd it eS8Cllt.ial for the 
preservation of the killgdoIlJ, :UJd it was lH,hesitatingly 
obeyed. 

Lord Wellington, ill punnu.Lllcc of hi~ comprehensive 
plans, sought :t position ('Overillg Li.,bon, where the 
a.llied forcE's ::;houhl neither Le tumeu by the fla.nks, 

forced in frollt by numbers, HOI' redHced by famine. 
'rhe mOtillwins abutting UpOlJ Li i>bon furnished tho key 
to the arch of JefeucC'. L(m.l 'Vellington determined 
to con \"Crt these 
preSjable citaclel. 
Y1WRA S. 

mOUlIt.'l.lnfl into a gigantic and im· 
Hence the fa.r·famed Jines of TORRt;fI 

Intrencllluellts, rcdouLU!, a.nd glacis, covered more 
than five hundred. square miles of mountainous country, 
betw~en tbe )'agus and tbe Atlantic. The defensive 
force may be computed at 80,000, of which the British 
contributed 30,000. The frontier to be protected from 
Braganza' to Astrarna~te was 400 miles. Every pro. 
babte or possible- mo~~t of the.enemy was weighed 

K 
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by the acute and fertile brain of the English ·general, 
actively alive to the multiplied cOUBter·combinations to 
be anticipated. In .case of disaster a line of inner 
intrenchments was prepared to secure embarkation, and 
24,000 tons of shipping were retained in the river to 
receive, if pecessary. the British troops. 

On the 6th of J anuary the 43rd crossed the Coa, and 
were cantoned in villages. Every "morning, one hour 
before dawn, they were, under arms, and so remained 
until daylight. 

On the 22nd of February, in fob General Order issued 
by Lord Wellington at Viseu, the following notice 
appeared :-" The ht and 2nd hattalions of the Portn· 
guese ChasseuTS are attached to thc brigade of Brigadier
General Craufurd, which is to be called 1'be Light 
Diviflion." 

In March the whole brigade, except the 52nd, who 
remained with Craufurd at ' Pillhel, pushed its advance 
towards the Agueda, as a corps of observation on Mas

sena, about to besiege Ciudnd Rodrigo. The rifle corps 
occupied the post of honour in rear of the pass of St. 
Felices, in order to watch a French column, occupying 
tho towns of St. Felices, Villa. Nueva, &c. ; and the 43rd 
in their cantonments extended from the right of the Rifles 
as far as Cilldad Rodrigo. The German Hussars, a very 
fine body of men acknowledged by all to be the only 
troops fit for the work, formed a chain along the ba. of 
th'e Agueda for~a distance of twenty-five miles. 

Craufurd's division reached 4000 e:ffectives, with six 
guns. While the hussars watched the distant bridges, 
the troops could always concentrate under Almeida, and 
on the side of Barba de Puerca the ravine was 80 deep 
that 8 few companies of the 95th w~re considered com
petent to oppose any number. Seven minutes sufficed 
a.t. midnight for the division to get under arms a.nd half 
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an hour by day or night to assembJe at the alarm posts, 
with the baggage IOftded and stationed at a convenient 
distanoo' in the rear. The troops evinced a. celerity, 

• promptness, and intelligence, neyer surpassed under any 
circumstances. At midnight on the 19th of March the 
Rifles stationed at Barba de Puereo had an aft'air with a 
very superior party of the enemy, who attempted a sur
prise, but, headed by the gallant Beckwith, they . beat 
them off, and pushed the French column over the edge of 
a precIpICe. 

On the 21st of April, S('Vf'll companies of the 43rd 
{vere at Villa de Cierbo with tile headquarters of the 
brigade, and three at Castell egos de Duas Casas. On 
tbe 27th the batt..'ll ion marched to Ahneid:l , headquarters 
moving to'Gallegos, where the JiviJ:.ian was joined by 
Captain Ross' .troop of horsc artillery, two squadrons of 
the 1st Gf'rmflll Hu~sars , alld the 2nd Portuguesl:' 
Cw;adoreg. Ciudnd Rodrigo was now being invested 
by the French, and on June tllc ]]:h the trendlCs were 
ormed. The Jig-l it di\,isiofl remained at Gallegos, ob
serving the progress of' tIle 8i(:ge, nnd being stationed ou 
a hill wllich overlooked the town, had a fiue view of the 
tperations. 

At this juncture tllC Fr('nch were most annoying, 
invariably watching the hourl:l of cooking and meals, 
advancing at the very moment when all was prepared, 
ohligUlg our men to empty their kettles and rush rapidly 
to arm~, when they would intmediately redrc . Early in 
July the en('my appeared in great force. Ciudad Rodrigo 
capitula.ted on the 10th. On the 24th occurred the 

COMBA.T OF TBl': COA.. 

Genera} Craufurd received positive in&tructions not to 

risk an action beyond the Coa., Carried away by his 
daring and ambitioU8 spirit, he braved the whole }trench 

K 2 
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army. and brought on an ill-considered conflict which, 
although the result was glorious to the troops engaged, 
might have seriously compromised the deep-laid 'schemes 
of the Commander-in-Chief. 'Napier in his History gives 
a most graphic account of that bitter fight, where he him
self was shot through the left thigh towards the close of 
the action, and his company lost ODe ensign killed and 
thirty-fi ve men killed and wounded. 

Lord \Vellington wrote of this action neal' Almeida 
that it was one of the most brilliant of the exploits of 
the Light Division during the war: "I am informed, that 
throughout this trying day the commanding officers 0; 
the 43rd, 52nd, a.nd D5th, Lieut.-Colouels Beckwith, 
Barclay, allJ Hull, am! Hll the officers and Roldiers of 
those excellent regimcuts, distinguisLed thC'msclves." 

To these public accountR we add a. private letter frum 
Lieutenant (afterwards Lieut.~Colollel) IIemy Booth of 
the 43rd, to his Lrother in England :-

"emn!, ut O;>\nrioo. J nly 30~h, 1810. 

"\Ve arc both (uJlmling to hi,. brothl'l' CIHl,rlf's, ill th(> fJ2nd) as 
well tu! pot;::Iible, quit!' ('!eltr out of ull the S('Tfl l,es, thank Goo! 
But to the poilJt. Our gllllilnt, I \\illh I ('(mId say 1/JUf!, General 
Craufonl, ufter IHn-ing been driven from his po.;ition nC'fLr Onllegoe. 
about three l(,agues in front of A.hue iua, postN hi~ !li\'i~iun II littlt' 
to tbe right of thtl.t fortress, Il.mollg~t r()(~ks, \\alJs, !tnt! vinf'yards. 
on the slope of the hill which de,;('('nUs to the ril'('r Coa-n WONe 
position, t'\,(>ry one allows, (·(mld uot ba .... l· bef'n ch()S('ll. However, 
after il are>adfui stormy night, with inc'ellAAllt ruin, tlllmdcr, and 
li~htning until dny~hreak. our m~Il and officers thoroughly urenched 
-I may sny half-drowned-and fire-locks nf'a.rly 1II1Sf'l'vit:cuble-. we 
waited patiently the atta.ck of the French on the morning of the 
24th. Our pickets were BOOn driven in, and the French fired on 
our line with musketry, shot, and shells; we returned the fire, snd 
were ordered to retire in line-veTY WiBdy and prqperly ordered I 
But unfortunately, from the vast quantity of high walls, six feet 
high generally, the number of rocks, vineyards. and broken ground 
which continued down to the water'!,! edge, our lim was very 800n 
broken, ·past all chance of being formed again, till,we had cto8.'le(l 
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the bridge. In this manner the ~hol(> divison retired down this 
tremendous hill. This was fine fun for the Fren('h skirmishers. 
who Wf'J'6 following us d osdy from rook to rock, pelting us prli'tty 
handsomely down to the riyer.! Howewr, in all this confusion, 
our fellows behaved nobly, and retirffi fighting inch by inch, 
which in th(' (,lid provPd our mi~forhme; lor had we made the 
beSot of our way over the hridg-c, and QI'clIpi('(l th(> hills on the other 
sidC' as soon as possible, w{' !\hould haw· SlIfi'CrM less, and pl'()(-'isely 
the fliun(' position wonltl hflYl' bft'n gain'Pd. But why did our 
General '\flit fur the attfwk in "0 i1Lfl1TDolis Ii pORition 1-' 1t was 
impossibl e- for us to k{'C'p .mf gr('llllf\. nor \I!l. ... it int/'ml('(i that we 
,.honM. \VC' rC"lJlnin('(\, Il~ it "NC' to 1)(' firNI npon, without the 
InC"Il IlS of rl t'ti'Uflillg" 01lf;;(."[yt'~ till w{' ('onid ('rAA'" til(> hrirlge. 
Would it H()t hal'(' nD""Nl'd ti!C' purpo!\(' if U('n"fal Cruufurd had 
at fiT3t o('('ul'i,"\ 1 \", hill>! Oil t 11(, ot l\\'r .. id!' of t\lf' lll"ldb"f', IIdv}Ulcing 
hi" pi('i;-(,ts ~om,,' ,li.4flH("~' ill ti'OIIt. \Ihi(,h ('ould han' rctirNI on the 
uIlprOlt('h or til(' Frc.'l}(,h, ('oH'\"('ll by tli .. nr!' of our lill(> on th(' hille, 
uwl thC'lI (\1'11311,1 th ~' bri(ig-t', us \1('> mi,(!ht hun~ dOll\' 1\~u.in8t a
mue-h ""J}('rio!" ftlr( .. ·? E v('fY Oll!" 01>1.:8 tlJi ' 'IIUIII.' ,pw .... l iou. The 
G~' II('l"U\ is llnin'r,.;ull y hhwIO" \, und 1..(m1 \\' \'lIingtulI is ;;u.iu to haye 
('xl'r('~l tll him lu~ Ili: ... app\'o1,.dioll, In I'r(Hlf he hnH given 
Sir Ur('nt ~1)(,1\('('t ill(' ('(ullll\and "j til\" Light Di vision, whi("'h hM 

C'l\u'If'11 Ut) liltlf' 04tti>!tiH-tioll IInlOlll--Y)o,t 11"', To ('(HltillllC m y tNliou8, 
I\'lrl ] lUll arraiJ, (·olllu;.('{1 [H'('Ollllt, \If' (]('fC'udl'ti the brillgp Ilgltinst 
tlin'(' ath'lH}lt..; of ttl(' Fn'lwh to fon'I' it, ill u!l of \\hi('h the-y 
fuil e,l ... nm'ring 1I(,lIv), 10<;;;, At bu.t ill\' firing mutually Cl'il800, 

on 1l('C'Olint of t\lf' torN'ut" of mill thut f(,II, fl.itC'r fh'c hours' bard 
Pl'Ppcrillg" ot "u('it uthN, 'l \)\ltml .. lIig-lIt \Ii' rt'tin'tl, and hayo 
wn grll~hmll)' falling" hu(,k Oil thil! pllll.:('. 1'114' main body of the 
army is .. till mort' ill n'llr, amI \\e hun' 0111)' n li.:\\ ('u\' alry in our 
front. " r e must retire> \I hl>u the ,Fr('llch atl vallce. Where the 
army will halt ODd fight, of course \I(l are ignorant. It depends 
f'ntirely on the forec thf'y brin~ again~t us. We have had a good 
share of fl\g, and shall be glad to huve a. fepri,we. Things fl.re 
now, I aSl;ure you, coming tv a crisis. J\ II dClpt'nds on thA force of 
the French, It is the genf'ral opinion that the t>nemy will bring 
on 811ch numbers (UI to Ie-aye little doubt of the issue of a battle. 
Happen what may, we have lads who will do theil' duty. The 
people of England, I dare say, are looking to us. Well they may. 
Now, my dear Tom, with much sorrow. I lay before you a long 
list of killed and woundep of the 4~rd. I<illed- Colonel Hull. 
who had join~ us to take command the preceding da.y; Captain 
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Ewen Cameron; Rnd Lientenant Mason, a fine yvt.l..llg lad of 
seventeen. Wounded-Captains Lloyd, J. W. Han, .W, Napier, 
Shaw, Deshon, the four first severely: Lieutenant M.'Diarmid. 
Harvest, J ohnaton, Stevenson, Frederick, Hopkins. Poor Fre
derick. fL fine young l5oy, h8& since lost his leg ; it was amputated 
yesterday. Hopkins C'.(lmrnauded the company I am attachAd to, 
and was wounded in tho first fil'{', The I'Ommand afterwards fell 
to me. I WI\8 not sot 80 llnfortunate; I came clear off. Sergeants, 
drummers, and privnt.cs killed, wounded, and missing, 130. 

The 95th hus suffered alroO'lt as severely as ourselves in officers 
lind men. The ]oss of the 52nd, I urn happy to say, is ('ompa.
rativcly trifling.' Two officers wounded. and a few men killeJ. 
They were not so rnU(,h exposed as ours and the !)5th. We regret 
the.Ioss of Colonel Hull; in khart, of all ~ho fell. Mlljor M'Leod. 
who has sllccced<,d Colonel Hull in the oommnnd. dil!tinguished 
hOO8(11(. ]a not thi<l II. )ll''):tty 1OR.'l for one n .gimt'llt, owing entirely 
to the blunders of 1 I hop(' w(' ..,ha11 be better managed 

.for tIlt' future. W<, only ~i~h.for n fl~il' ('hnnt'P; there is then no 
feal' of our lads gaining (UstiIlt'tion. ~ it not 11 pity such nne 
£6110'\" ahould always be ohligl.oU to fight retiring'! Yet this JUu..st 
be t.h E' ga.m!' now for tl wliil<'. :Ihf' FrE'n('~ force in our front, in 
the neighhourhood uf Almeida find Roorigo, is statM to be about 
80,000. It is snid they nrf' also udYnn('ing in other dir('('tions. 
This is a ('amp l(·tter; pruy excuse fauIUl." 

On t.he 4th of Allgust, orders were issued that the 
Light Division should be divided iTlto two brigades

the 43nl. 3rd Cw;adores, and four companies of the 95th, 
in the first; the 52nd, 1st Cat;adores, and four companies 
of the 95th, in the sc(''Ond. On August 27th, Almeida 
suddE,lnly surrendered, and the brigade retired to MarM 

tagao. .' 

BATTLE OF BU8ACO. 

In the beginning of September. the Light Division slowly 
retrogaded towards Busaco, waiting the enemy's approach, 
Lord \Vellington having there resolved to offer them 
hj>ttIe., On the 26th they advanced by Martagao, and 

':tit. beak skirmishing with the Frepch. During the night 
the 43'rd and 6~nd, forming the left bripde of the 



division; were drawn up in line on a small platea.u juat 
behind a. steep portion of the mounta.in range. The 
position was in front exceedingly strong. and the direct 
a.pproach · almost inaccessible. Notwithstanding, before 
daybreak on the 27th, the enemy's columns appeared in 
the woods below, and rapidly advanced. Loison's di vision, 
headed by Simon's brigade, led the attack. They sOOn 
drove in the English skirmlshers, and scrambling up the 
rocks·crowned our position. '111e artillery were obliged 
to faU back from their guns, and the summit was for a few 
moments actually in tile possession of the French, when 
Craufurd, who, hidden by the crest of tbe'hill. had keenly 
and anxiously watched their proreediIlgs, waving his hat, 
gi\Ve the signal for the 43rd and 52nd to charge. With 
a cheer, they dashed at the enemy, overthrew their 
columns, strewing the hill with their dead a lld wounded, 
and secured mallY prisoneJ'~. 

The enemy's attack on the ::rd division at first was more 
successful (Regnier's corp,s was employed there, Ney's 
against the Light Division). In this attaek some of the 
PortuguesE' were overthrown, and the right of the division 
turned, :Xnd the Frellch were in possession for a short 
time, wLen the 45th and 88th R egimcplfJ charged, and 
Colonel Cameron at the same time attacking with the 
9th Regiment drove the enemy from their position, 
which finished the battle of Busa.co. Lord Wellington, 
in his despatch after the action, said :-" On the left, 
th(, enemy attaeked with three divi8i()n~ of infantry 
of the sixth corps, that pn.rt of the Sierra occupied by our 
Light Division, commanded by Brigadier-General Crau
furd, and by the brigade commanded by Brigadier-General 
Pack, One division of infantry oply made any progress 
to the top of the hill, and they were imm~diately Ch.~ 
with the bayonet by Brigadier-general Craufurd,. wi ' ' 
43rd, 52nd, and ~5th Regiments, an? ,the 3rd Portugu .... 
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Ca~dores, a.nd driven ~down wIth immense Joss. In this 
attack, Brigadier-General Craufurd, Lieut.-.Oolonels Beck· 
with of the 96th; and Barc:lay of the p2od, alld th~ com~ 
-man~ng officers of the regiments e!1ffc'lged, distinguished 
t~emselves. The loss sustained by the enemy in his 
attacks of the 27th has been c.Ilormous." 

The casualties in the 43rd were slight :-1 -captain, '1 ' 

sergeant, arid 7 rank ~d file wOUilded, The officer was 
Captain Lord Fitzroy Somerset,. on .the staff of. Lord 
Wellington. 

The following letter addressed by 'l.ieutenant Charles 
Booth. bearing on the action, is rcplet~ \",itb interest :-

"C.lmp lIenr ATUlla, !loom fifteen nlilOi> fron> Li~bon. 9th No1' .. 1810 

"Newt (lid n mihtilry Jllall' commit so great It blunder ag 

Mas...enn in attll.Ckillg: the- position of lluwco. Withmit I\ny pre
vious rcr'()nnoiAAI1n(,(> of our for('(' or tlw nuture of uur positiop, 
he attue\,l,d "lint \\1.I.l> far fl'O/U lJcillg i~ weakest pyiut'! with it 

force unequl11 to mllkp th(· 81ig-htp~t impr('SAinn. " ' e IOlot ('{'ftuinly 
som<" bruYC fdlo\\~, Lnt, c()lJIparro to t hpir 101'1; ({'specially in 
killed), OUN "11'; a 1lJ('f(' trinr. In tlw purt of tlw lil16 ()(,('llpicd 
by thc Light ])n'i .. i0u lllld abont 200 yrml~ imme<iinteiy tu its 
front two ('Oll1IlIn'l of t hI' \'nclllY-"llpp0J,lf'fl ab()ut ::1000 (>i\.eh-;-w'Cfe 
met by tllt' t"o h .ft-hul\(l {'ompnni(>f; of tllP 'H~nl, and th<' roight. 
two of th(' ::I2ud. '1'h(' front .of their {'olumns ulone--ehiplly eom
posed of ofli('t'rs-tltood the I'hargf'; the rem. took to th~ir heels, 
throwing a".ay their rlrmp., puu{'hea, &C'. Our lIL('n Ilid not stand 
to take prisollcrs; what were t!tken W(>Te tIIOi(! }('(t ill om rear 
in the hurry of pressing forward in tho clul.rgtJ. The fl8.itks 
of the ,43rd and 52ad in thE'ir eha.rge"met only the enE'my's 
!:Ikirmishers w.lio had by rmperi9r numbers driven in the 9i.ith !liHes 
but'/\ few seconds ~fore the ('b'&i'ge of 'tho division. Thcse poor 
fellows were all glad en~ugh to givc theUJselv('s up lUi prisoners, 
our men not !x-ing allowed to fire a sh()t at thE'm. The advt1nced 
part. of the char:;ing line_the four .compauies firSt mentioned_ 
after throwing themselves into the midst of the euemy's retreating 
columns, killing, wounding, and in snort felling to the ground lots , 
of them, were with grea.t difficul.ty hliit«l, and then. commenced 
from the flanks of the whole division tb,e most d~ructive fuenkhig 
fire that I bolieve was eve-r witnessei. Not a tenth Dart of their' 
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whole foroo woutd ha~ eiJcaped had not the four companies", by 
1>~pitati..og themselves top far in front of ,tllP gwerf\l lin~, ~
posed tbeJll5('ivcs to tht' fin- of. thf"ir ('omrw.Ws, and tbu.s Pfl'
vented mort' than 300 firelockfl on oueh flllnk of tll('\ divil:lion 
,from hf-ing brought info action, 'nit' flanks, I1ml in {uet ~vcry 
other part of the dh-i@.ion «(':X{'('p~:-tll!' four ('J'ntrC' ('\.Impaltif'flJ, had ' 
to pas!! over in the chnrge !IOlUe5cry,Sit't>l; rugged ground, \,.h~J'f", 
nQt mooting with 8.Hything but the t>llemy'l:I ~kirlOil:lb('rs, ' they 
pusherl o~ lJt-'ad-()\~e;"hct.'ll!, until the cic~('ent her.anl(> rulliost per
pE'ndic,?-ltl.r, At this tilUt> they \\<.,:1'(' lluit<'fJ. lIud Iwl a fiil{' ,"iew 
of what ",us going on in the (,l'lItrf', 

" I WIIS in tIlt' IC'ft \\il lg (If tIl(' lontt.:,Jiflll , uno 11m Mf', though 
Wf" "'ere. nut five mimftf'l'l ill the ,'har~e down .th(' hill, it ('ost us 
moI1' than hull' Ull h\lHr to ~I't up illto om 1b'l-t 1)(IFIlt illll uw,in, 1 
h}\\'e ofkn lillt! t1'>kTl~l tu mt' '1 l:ut il';\ t'fllit'(] 1\ 'l,llt b'IUilletl,,' ftnd 
wheT{' ~,()lJr\u!lOli ' til';\ auit! 'rt:igul! t\'lUlllJ!]u~llt uu nil "I tk >:.' If th.,il';\ 
be true, tLpu 1 hR.w> fluly til ~I.;\' thlll.l hnyp llt'\!('r II('t'n jn a 
g<'llt'ritl ul'fIOIl,'ur \lhat j'l t~ rlll('(1 '])01 Ln~lll('!,.S,' 11 1Il11M inJPCd 
bt> ft tN flMe ... iA'JJt it if l'.xl'('Iltl~ \Ihllt \1(, t'~IJt'ril'I)('('(1 IIf Hll~M, 
wbert', to ull thtl~t' \\I to h.IlIJ tllt'ir t'~t'1o. "]H.'IJ IlIHI nut pukinA' their 
war Il ith u bIlYou<'t, ( 'Y('J'ytb ill~ hl'l l('art'd t;, 1.11' {'nrr lt'd Oil with 
the grcntf'ilt pt.l'l"iLI(' r('p,lIlurit,\', 1 'l)J)~it1('rill)! tht" p;runnd 1\(' hwl to 
act UPOll, Oniclb, to lx, ~urC', t'lJUlu (lnly II(' ('Ol lllllnu i('u tNI by 
sound of hugh', or by tIll' f,WlllorJt\ll \"('111' of !l ('OlUI'IlJlY officer, 
Greut WiS the ~'ret "II N·t till fuot by our 1~'l l o\\~ tlnrillf!' th", t,harge, 
Poor BarclllY \\IIS bhot t\l'u'C' ill front of the fOllr "OID}lIlni('l', At a 
Vtry ' fe ... pucos from tI\{' ('!I('lllY; !lO ~1lI cheering th t' lnt"n fit 
t-he timt', ' , • 

~'You "-ill 1'lf'C lIy tho 'Gu,z"tu-' tlifit tIl(' Wlid «.ok General 
Simon, two or three Held offieN", nlltl i:WJnlO of inferior rank, 
Some one has hud the anullcity, rnl;('Etlity, I should MY, to contra
dict this in the m'wlilpllpcrs; if tllis r;entlcman 11';\ wiH(', he will not 
give the Rl ightC'st hillt of hill nam(' .to aT'Y of th{' Light Divh;ion, 
It was said, too, that be Waf! aetoo.!ly engaged "ith tht' div,iHior. on 
that day, General Simon 'was both w'JUudod and taken by the 
same l]OISOn-a privjl.te soldie)' of th(' !)2nd, H e had been much 
in ~valJce and on th6" right of their colpron in coming up the hill, 
aDd at the time b e w6 wounded wus reconnoitring iu their line 
of IIkirmish~I'8, Harry I reckon lUI ha.ving narrowly C8<'aped on 
Several ~on8 during' the retrea.t, At Busaco he WfUI in 
Captaitl Lloyd·s ........ the left:.t;a.n~ -oompanl of the 43rd-in one 
of th086 who mot the head of the FrencD. column in the charu:6. 
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Hia capt.o.in, wlio 'was close to him at the time they reached the 
enemy's columns, was on the point of being bayoneted, but 
knocked dowu the fellow attempting it. Harry must ha,=-e had a 
shave or two, us he could not prevent Wmself from being in the 
very thick of' them, but he speak!! only of the actions of others. 
At the Cou, uClir Almeida, hi./ was om' of th(' companies that 
cov('reU the r('~reat of the division !\Cross the IJri(II:,J'(>; and had it 
not been for tbe gl.lllll.Dt manner ill wbieb tbis tlctachment
princilmUy 4:lrd-bch:m,'(I, must of the ~iviSil5n would eertainly 
have belJll takeu llrJSQll(,Ill, or [orecd juto the riv('r. wht're they 
lIllli;t inevitauly haye perliihed. Li~uteuant Hopkins, in commlind 
of this rompuny, had Ueell wounded in the early PlUt of the day, 
whilst in collvt'rsation with futrxy rt'Specting their unfavourable 
position. Harry, of l"Ollrllf', Wok command of the company for the 
rest oj tIle day, \\!J.iloh was by fur the mOBt trying part of i4 hn.ving 
been amongf>t the lust vf the few \\ho escnpt'd UVf'f th(' bridge 
after the n·trrat of the priu('ipnJ bvdy of the- co\'cring party. 
Rud any l'er.;on of int.ur(·st been inf'li.neu. t.o ha"e to.ken propel' 
notice of hi!! conduct, awl that of a fE'w otIlCNI on that tiny, and 
reprClrellkd it properly to Lonl W~llingtdn, a ('ompany would hAve 
~n dr.(' lelU!t he eould luwc rewardt.J them with. 

"'l'll(' d~y of tho retre-Itt to Ollr pre~nt ·JX.""ition, Hurry'!:! (Captuin 
Lloyd'/» COlnp.llly WIU! vn the- I'f'ar-guard Oil the most stormy 
disagrt'cltlllf' day I !'ver ,\itn~L'(1. 'fllC' f'lwmy had come upon us 
rather ulIC'xpe('t('cUy whih,t snug Itt nur dinners nt AlelOqu('r. 
CODsidpmblp ('UllfUfoi uli. f'IlSUN 011 our leaving the town, for the 
enemy's riflemell were llC'tu>l.lly ('nt(,1Iino8 it before the 43ro had 
assembled. Hurry was ill rear uf all with B section of the com
pany, and obliged to blaze- away in alJ directions in order to keep 
them iu cht>Ck, RO great was their impudencf' and spirits at seeing 
us retreat in so confUl>l.ofl (t mantler. TIl(' town withal contained 
excellent phmucr .. Iln~, what th~)' most wttllted, shelter for the 
day." 

On the 1st of October a rapid £1e CJVer the bridge at 

Coimbra was made. The enemy pressed on so fast tha.t 
ma.ny dragoons were sabred in fordi~ the river. Sir J. 
Fergusson wrote :-

"It was a distressing sight to see the whabitante of tha.t large 
town obliged to a.bandon their houses and property, and fly for 
their livEllI; many of the better clllBB, ftOOustomed to every luxury, 



1810. 

obliged tlI travel on foot night and day, Bufferlng every description 
of misery, until they· arrived at Lisbon ; many died from want and 
fatigut'~ The mi&>ries of war n6,,('r ~truck U8 80 forcibly; we felt 
for the poor creatureg, but it was not ill our power W rt'lit've them. 
W e were hard pN"SSCd by the crowd, and with difficulty madc our 
way through them to CollU('iXR, amI I'Wttped. 

"Tae Light Division occupied U flOI'ition in rear of Condeixa 
during the .nigbJi: and "tbe cu\'alry pickets to the front were 
employed in desttoying our exteusiv(' magazinCR there--cavalry 
equipm{'nts. hospitnl "upplil'~, roo, brandy, shirtR, shOOB, trowsehl, 
and wbacco--anrl afwr a lllONt diKugr£'l'abl(' O1ervic<'. without reet. 
hati to ~llm(' thci .. mUfch at daylm·ak. The division continued 
to fall buck loy Pombnl , lhl<'DIlV,ilitu, Butnlba, Hin 1\ll1.yor, Alcan
tara., and &bral, to AJ(,lllqllf'r. At thil'l In~t pille<" WI' w{'rt, neady 
8urpri!;('(l, t liTIlllg-li nf'gJect in lL(lt potltillg pickd'J lIB they ought. 
The IIWII "crt' u('coutml, rt'l\dy to movf' iu It ll)Ollwnt. and no bad 
con;!{'qm' IlCC'S occurJ"('~l, '"\Oo"ith tJUi px(!pption of f.l(JIlJ(' offiC('r~ losing 
their Lng;;ttgn, and ~t'\"('rfll th(' ir dillu{' rli, "hit·1I "\\cre left cookill.g 
a.t thf' fire" for thl) Fl"('lJl,\h to tq:!,"aif' t!u'HlfWlv('1' with. 

"By H. flank m"H' ltWut dll"tmg tlw night, Armltl, 1I('low ollr 
sta.tion in th(' lint'S (Inri th(· pi('kd rKl~t of th(' divitiun, WBS 
pntorcJ. This WII9 till' fil'bt kumlil'<lge \H' hUll o( th'e :Ifl.mou8 
lines of 'forr(>lj VC'tira8. TIll' prt·tty httlu to .... 1) of Anlda Wtl8 
Ix>autifully bitlltltctl, It}l(l n fa,ouritf' f( 'trPllt of til(' ricH'ml'Tchltnts 
of Lisbon-thC'ir <jllintalol hl'i Ill{ ~l)lenditlly fnrnisheJ, IUlt.i made 118 
luxurioulltlil I>CJ&libll'. It. WttB ultogcthl"r!l little pAl"uuitK'; but how 
soou was the scene (,hanged ! It W1l8 l)iundf'rftl, burnt., und utterly 
destrop'I"r; all the vnluuble furniture of tllf' IIOU&'B thrown into 
the pickel fir l"'l-\, til the l1isgruCfl of onr urmy: for unijlrtuD!l.tely we 
did 1Iot permit d.1(' l'lH'my to gc·t l JOSJ;Ct>Bioll of it., even for 8. 

moment to have sharoo the sti~pll!l.." 

From the lath of October to the 15th '"Of November the 

British army rema.ined iil the lines, when the en~my, 
finding them il'llpregnable, retired to Santarcm . . Lord 
Wellington then deemed it expedient to remain on the 
defensive, and even to strengthen the lines. The Light 
DiVIsion, supported by a brigade of cavalry, occupied 
Valle and the heights overlooking thf' marsh and swamp 
below the French pOsition. The bridge on the interven
iJlg causewa.y was mined; a. sugar-loaf"shaped hill, lookilJg 
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straight down the approacb, was crowded with embrasures 
for artillery, and laced in front with a zigzag covered way. 
Lord Wellington fixed his headquarters ut Carta..\:o, to 
watch the further operations of the French, and in such 
close proximity the armies remained during the winter. 
Flags of truce were interchangen, and mutua.l civilities 
tendered. 

1811. 

The French Marshal, having with consummate skill 
and seercsy anangcd all for a retreat, which could no 
longer be delayed, on the nightof the 5th of March, with
drew his J ivisions from Sfillturem. His army had suffered 
much from vl?ry short Rup}Jlies, owing to a protracted 
dt:monstwT,ion III front of the Briti;;;h lines. At that time 
he was unaware of the adya.nce of Sault, wIlt) had defeated 
the Spnnish forces south of the 'ragus. lIe partially S~lC
ceedcdj n deceiving Lord " 'ellington with respect to the 
line of hit'> retreat, by indicating a: di~posi tion to occupy 
Thom:)'r, while he continned his march Ly the river M OIl

dego to ·Pomu:1.1 Lieut .. , Pollock and Tagg-art of the 
43rd, with their companies, bcillg' ou oullying picket, 
observed a change in tbe enemy's posi tion, and that the 
fires looked low. Lieutenant Pollock desired one of his 
sergeants to come forward and aid him in investigation. 
Cautiously cro~sing the causeway awl abattis which 
divided the ('..amps, they were soon within a few yards of 
what appeared to be a sentry carelessly leaning against 
the ,wall. From. hiR rigidity of attitude, they concluded 
he was asleep, and rushing forward to seize him, found 
the apparition. but" a man of straw," dressed in up an 
old French uniform, and armed with a stick representing 
a firelock! The figure had been placed against the 
causeway before Massena decamped. 

The Light Division was immediately ordered in pursuit. 
A ,light skirroi,h took place at Pombal on the 11th. 
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COMBAT OF REOJNHA.. 

In front of Redinha was an open plain, surrounded 
with wood; the enemy occupied the village at the extreme 
end, with a river in front and a timbered country in 
reaT. By daybreak of the 12th of :March both armies 
were in m(lvcm~nt .• The Light Division - then under Sir 
David Erskine (in Craufurd's abscllce)-was ordered to 
attach: a wooded slope () >>. N('y's right , while n like mUvcmcnt 
was maJe by the 3ru Division on the left. These exposed 
Ncy's positi()Jl entirely. b'Jt Lo !told Iii :.:. ground until thl;' 
heads of 0111" columns shewell tll('m'ldvps at diffe rent open· 
ings from t!1(~ wood, dd!llUdlillg ill to the plain. {·pOll a 
signal gi\"Cll, thcy rapidly deployed into l ilJ(~ RllIl aJyunced 
in wautiful order, ~llppurteJ hy 1->f10lJg C01UlllilK in rcSt'rVl', 
with large m ;thl->('S of Cil \ a!ry ) L'ady flH' a ella) gc, - bnt Ne)", 
lIlHler !Jove!" of 11,,; ~lJIl1ke frolll a \ olley uf adillor,)". tlisap. 
pearou ; firilJg" the, illag-e, "hcre 1-0111(' of Ili~ wotlllcied 
pcri"lwu, and retired by ( 'olldei:-.:t. 

Tbl~ nl"ili.-;it h,l{l 12 onic(: l":':' a!HI 2-00 lIlClI killed and 
wounded. Ney "lOAt af.! lIlallY, Lut he lnight have been 
totally dc"troyetl. 1\:)picr f-ayi:- , " Lord ,"ellington paid 
him too much rc»pect." 

The Fit'neh were strongly po~tcJ" Tile Lig-ht Division 
planted pickets clO!'>e to the enemy, tillt at lligllt the French 
divisiolHi stole out, awl pa",.."ing the Briti,,11 posts, made for 
Miranda de Corvo : owing to tlJC darkness of the hour, they 
managed to execute this movement ullcliallpnged. 

The enemy intended retreating on Coimbra, but finding 
that town occupied Ly Trqn t and tIle Portuguese, suddenly 
tuok the mountain by the Puerta da. l1urcella, where the 
Ligbt Division had a hard day's work to dislodge them. 
Commencing at daybreak, they skirmished across those 
mountains until 3 P.l!.; t.h. C'..ountry was most difficult,. 
but the men of the Light DiviRion were excellent 
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light troops, and experieuCf>d little loss. It was the 
sharpest day's lesson in skirmishing they bad had during 
the war. 

COMBAT OF CAZAL Novo. 

So dem;;e was the fog on the A.M. of the 14th, that the 
52nd, unconsciously passing thc enemy's outposts, had 
nearly captured Ney himself: The regiment was com
pletely buried in mist; and as tile .vapour slowly rose, the 
52nd WM observed in the midst of the enemy's army, 
"appearing like a Tcd pimple on the face of the country, 
black with the French maf>Scs "! At this juncture Lord 
Wellington camc up and pushed the Light Division for
ward to sustain the 52nd, lt d by Captain William ~apjor, 
with six compallics of the 43rJ. 'rhe fight was vigorously 
carried on amidst numerous stone enclosures. 

The right of thfl enemy was partially turned j but the 
main position conld not bc shi\kcn llntil our left. attaek, 
under Picton and Cole, had developed itself. Ney then 
retired from ridge to riuge, and for n. long time ~ithout 
confu!'!ion and little Joss. Towa.rds )10011, however, the 
British h'1.111S and li=kirmishcrs got within range of his 
masses, and the retreat was concluded in confusion. 

1'he loss on this occasion in the Light Division was 11 
officer", and 150 men, killed and wounded. Captain W. 
Napier of tbe 43rd Was shot in the "pine, and fired upon 
when down. He roiraculoUfily escaped death by dragging 
himself on his bands towardi'\ a heap of stones. He wns 
in donsequence gazetted to a brevet-majority. 

In relating th~ occurrences of the 14th, Lord Wellington 
wrote--

"In the operatioml of thiH day, the 43rd, 52n£1, 95th Regimenta, 
and 3rt! C~ores, under the command of Colonels DrumMond 
and Beckwith aDd Major ratJ~('kson, I,ieut.-Colonel Ross, and 
Majors Gilmour and Stllart, parti~ularly distinguished them
MClves. .. 
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The Allies did not reach Ceira till late on the following 
day, when just as the men had lighted fires and were 
ready for the night bivouac, Wellington, taking a rapid 
glance at the position, determined to attack the French, 
who were encamped ncar the dllage of Foz dt Arronce. 

AFFAIR OF Fo? D'ARRO~CE. 

Lord 'Wellington directed the Light Division to hold 
the right wing in play while the hor:-e a.rtillery ~harply 
and suddenly opened on the left. The first elmrge had 80 

paralysing an ~ffect vll Ncy',," left wing, that it dispersed 
and Bed in immediate eoufu~ion towards the river, and 
many wer(' drowned or crushed to death upon the bridge. 

Darkness caused the 1"ren('h to fire on onc anuther ill 

mistake for the foc. Their expulsion was ~ sudden anJ 
unexpected, that tIle) were 0hliged to Icrn e 1 beir kettle'l 
boiling over their fires, to aLandon theil' PlJti lc ~tock of 
'pro\,jsions, among whicll wa:" a sllJlply or p:'\cc ll pliL bis~ 
cuit,-a great priz(' to our mE'n, who, Imving outstepped 
their commifls.'lriat, hnd reccivt'd no breau for four days. 

The 43rd remained in the village dnl'ing tl10 night. 
The enemy retreated on Celorico, r.:1o~dy followed by the 
British army, of which the Light Divi ~ion formeu the 
advance, and almost daily skinnishes ot:('ureU. 

The Briti~h loss flt Foz d'Arronce wah four officer" and 
60 men killed and ,,,"ounded. That of the French flOO, of 
which one balf were drowned. All eagle W lli:o afterwards 
found in the bed of the ri,er. Lon1 'Yel1iugton, in a 
General Order, dated Lusao, the 17th of MardI, 18t1, 
returned thanks to the generals, staff, officers, and troop!:!, 
'for their excellent conduct in the operations of the last 
ten days ~gainst the enemy. 

He further requested the commanding officers of the 
(3ni. 52nd, and 95th Regim~nts, to name a sergeant of 
eaoh for promotion to an ensigney, in testimony of his 
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particular approoation of these three regiments. Sergeant
Major J. Kent of the 43rd was selected from that corps 
and promoted into the 60th. The regiment, since quit
ting the lines, lost I Captain, 1 Ensigo, and and 40 rank 
and file, killed, wounded, anA missing. Captain Napier 
and Ensign Carroll were the officers woooded. 

The French continued to retreat, occasionally taking up 
a strollg position, to be invariably abandoned on approach 
of the English. On the 28th of March they had collected 
in such force on the Guarda, that Lord 'Wellington 
thought proper 10 concentrate his army in the neighbour
hood of CelorieD, for the purpO&c of an attack. The neces
sa l'Y arrangemeJlts Wf'rc hardly conc1lliled. » c[oro the 
t:lleluy disappeared without firillg :t shot, retiring to 

' Sauugal 011 tlJC Coa. 
Mcanwllilc the l!locl;ade of Cadi7. waR prosecuted by 

the French, 1 he lmttle ('If BanossH ha.d lwen fought, R.nd 
Radajoz tr('a('llt~rou:-;ly gin·n lip lJ)" ismas, 

BAT I'Ll,; OF SAHI GAL. 

This :lctiOlI W:H; Bot prearranged lJ)" Lord W cllington, 
lJu t hrougllt on by accio.ental circmllst:.l.llct's, 

Sir .lameR Fergusson (thcu raptaill in the 4ilrd) thus 
wrote :-

" tIn thl' :JnI uf April w(' bad 1m affair \nth nt·guier's corps at 
SubugaJ Oil th£' Cou, in II hj('h our rf'gillfent, the 4:'hxl, dil'lpiayed 
greut gaihllllry !lUll di-'{'ipi1ll(" 
, " The nwniug' \\!l~ fOl!uy, lIith mill; till" ud"3Jwed «,wulry aud 

Ligllt Diyisioll \\W Ilw],'r Hir \Villilllll E mkin(', llJl(i owing to 
want of l'Orr(>t 't Ol'df'rs. til(' ('oillmw; of attack.I\l'l'c Ifot properly 
directed, 1'hf' (·avalry !llld Eluer'tI Portuguese (:orp~ were OlCpa

ratRd from us. The (·ompaniee of the 85th Rifle:,; att,af'h€'d to our 
Brigade cros...oo the forr! and were soon in action with the enemy's 
l)ick(lUl. 'rhe 43rd tt>ok thf' ~Hm€' direction and ('rossed the ford 
about half a league to the right of Salmglll, and 808 soon as each 
company gained tho opposite bank of the river it moved rapidly 
{orwam in Imppon of the riflemen, €'flf'h company getting into lin£' 
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88 it IU'rived. We had been scarrely forlUM. when thf' rifieDlPIi 
were drivf'n in IUld pas-i silently through our'liue; immedia.tely 
t.wo !drong column" of the f'Mmy approached. Wf' Wf'rf' fl."utt' (by 
the peculiar noise of musketry when noor) that they could not hf' 
far off. The 43rd Regiment stood alone to de.lend the ground; 
our 2nrl Brigade not having yet passecl tlf' ri\'er, thf' wbole of 
RegniN's corps !x-ing in our imm(>(lilltf' frOllt, but the fog pr('
vellted our r(>Jatiw lIituatiollll from being b('('1l. Inull('(lilltely. with 
a. British cheer, 1\(1 ('lltl.rgo!'f!, rolltClI til(' ('olnmlls Ilwl thl'f'w them 
bnck in ('{)nfusion on tht' mnin iJody. HIWill~ gainoo the low 
P'Ound·ill our dlUrg-e, we diSt.·lJn·r~'(1 thl' (,1l(,llIY'~ maill body 
strongly pOflU'll It\'on', alllI l'llutioll~ly rdirinp: to our oJ'igilml 
ground, lllul ..... nT(·ply )!nim·,1 it \,11('11 tlJr(>(' frC'Rh ('vi 11111 nil of 
gJ'('atf'r .'Itrell~th Ilg:tlin lull U1Wl~) 1Ip:!lin!.t U~. ~1'Il!' foJ.:" at tlli!! 

· time ill a ~lp~rf'C ('IellrIng- "\lay. 'II' (ll~'O"t'Tf'(lll. \lnll ilL 0 111' front 
Iifl(-tl hy ft bnttnhon of flip ,'nemy, Ilith II hOllit'l.!'r in T('l\T IliJi4'h 
)u,*l hI'l-ll 41(,1l1in~ d~lT1wtion ill \Jill' rn!Jk~ , \,"p 1'r.'m!1il\(~1 firm 
<lII(1 I'tf'fl41y 11lldf'T fl hf'II\")' liT(' of !!T!lllf' nml nlll~);{'t!'y n11til th~ 

f'nf'my'~ ('i1]nmu" 1l\':Ht't! ll~J ,.,.h (>11 Ill' a;.iuin ~'ltnl'g:('11J 1'011i,'{\' 1111(1 
rlroY(' th('m from 1\", II(tll, tilkll ,~ tIll" IHJ\\it~,t'r, (Jur ~()l,lipNi 

w:rf' 1'1\) 1\1111'1 \'x,'itt~l Ilml ad\nu\'(~l with ~lIdl 1">ll'i,lity that (lur 
front w!\'. mtlu:,l' )o.('at!NP<!; thv!l' t'lHnlr,v look 1I'\vllnlng"'\ II l1d itn
PPTI'pptlhly g'lIlJ1lllj:! 1m!" fl.t)}]" dIH1'~!',l alollg: 01\1' frvut. TIl{' 
/!l'l'll.tf'T pm"t of t h(· hl1tulio(} took .. 1wih'r IH 'ilill'l .h(> )0.1111111 \lull 
nml f(lrm(lll 1If', vlh,'!", 1~'hiJHI ",)m" tr(~~~ tJutt nf)jmlf,,1 II ('Ntain 
prot(lCtion, nIH1 III' drOll ' them frolll t Ill' lip1,1, Jlrt'~-rvjll/! t]H". 
hOV,lt7,('1' frolll bl'lUg r"'n\.;.I'1I, 

"Ahout tlliA lilll(' tJw ~1H1 Brig-l)t1,' fU'!'l\'(',J; til(' ~Il rl: hnlhdioll 
of the [)~IH l foJ'llw<! OJI our ri~ht an,l tht' 1'('lluliwIP1' II I'Pt'Olll \ 
line. IIltf'll we Ug-HJII du<rg'f'fl IIlHl rlmv!' tilt' I'IWlIlY bl,f"r(> n~, 

"Anothf'r dj,' j.;](lll vI' th(' aTmy I-ho\\t'll thl'lll"'Clv('~ 011 tilt' kft, 
<m.d t1IP pnemy rl·tirt'<! ill co1nnm~. 0.\011('1 ~jlhH-y fu-kwith 
f'OIDIUHlUkd our nri~l\(le. !In'\ ~h(Jwf'(l Imillg thf' netion goJ'('n! 
I'oolne<.<; Itlltl firml1 f'bR , . , 

Colonf'l PHtrirkAOll t'omlllumlPd t1H.' 43r'\ i:l thiil g'lllhmt nnll 
dilrtinguishf'd action, ii!! hrillial:t liS any flurinJ.:" the wur," 

Napier, in his I Peninsular History,' relates the distin· 
guishbd conduct of Lieutellant Hopkins of tIle 43rd, now 
Major Sir J. P. Hopkins, K.R., who on his own sole re
sponsibility, and with much presence of mind, took pos

seB6ion (If an eminence. repulsine- various att~cklj of the 
t. 
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enemy, and greatly conduced to the success of t11e day. A 
descriptive l~tter, written by himself, may be introduced:-

.. Early on th ... morning of t hf' :lnl of April, during bpa\'Y rnins, 
the 4Rrd HpgimC'nt 11111> fnrmf'fl in column of ('oml:».mie~ at thei r 
alarm ~t, dOl'\(> to tI\(' mi,;erable Port.upw8(' Yillage in which they 
11 M Ilfl8.'Jeu the night. ~'hey Wf'rf' l:f'l't ft ('onFlic1Nahle' t.ime llmler 
annA, awaiting \INlcI'il for croSlling the rin"r CUll. At )fli<t. IlD uffieN 
of th f20 Rtafl' rout' up, lind in a hllaty, pC'tlll ant mllmlt'r nskE·d (,(110m' ) 
Beckwith, l\ho COnlll tllllded tIl(' nrig'ud(', 'Iby 11 <> hlHl not lllare)l('(l 
to the ford. The Uolon<>l rf'plil·,l fllHt h(> IlHd not rec(·in·d uny 
im4nwt.ions from the' GC'Jl('rul, Hir \Vill iam Erskine, for that move
ment. On this, h(I\I'('\,('I', th (> Coi(Jll('1 mnrch ('d lUI rll ]lidJy 111\l nmR 
the ford. Wf' udYfllJ(,k~l right in frol lt; four {'ompuniPl! of the 
95th )(·11. \\'e nll t'rOAAN1 th(' ('on, whi('h frum in(·(;.u<nnt rui nfl had 
bN'onll' ~ SW(lll con as io TPlUll'l' tll!' pn<;,<;HI-!:I' 11iffknlt nnrl (langf'rolill. 
Thl' hank OIl th(' /i ,,!hf'l' .. id ... of tllP ril'('r 11 11.'. ~ f\ '(' l' ill !1s('(,llt , 

,(,O\'NOO with th ick 111111('1'II"<O(ll1. "'P i<OOIl g"Jlim'(l it~ 1'1lll1JlIi t , 

htl.ltiJl~ ill front of th(' hnm of 1h,· Ilill 10 «void th (' torrt'n .... of 
rHin, til"t pouring- r)OII Jl. \lit,h tilr ' lIilH1 Ht (Jur 1.>11(' 1, ;<. 'l'h, · Ofl:C(' I''': 
.. , the",,,I,",,,, ,,;11, II ,,·;, I,,,,k, ,,~";n.' 1 " low ,I"" .. ""n. '1'10> 
I'l1em)' in pn,.:itilln lit H111 11lg111 r1i"'t'ow'r('(1 11<;. find firf',l lo(\l'rH1 f':h ot. 

001011('1 BN'kl\i th IUllf..\'hinp,ly fo'fIif1, 'G(,lltl(,IIlf'1I, yOIl have lUi 
(·xt.rflOrdiDllry tll~tp. to l,r('ti'r "llot 10 min .' 11 ... o)'(lf'I'(,lj tIl{' 95th 
to fulv,)Jlt:<-, to til ,' tOIL II , Ilhidl \\1\'; ""nil' riistaJU'(' t.o 0111' )(·ft. fI'OlJ1. 
They nflvull('('(j il! ,;ki n nil;itillg' ord(,l', 1111(1('1' II .. lwrp fir(' from tll(' 
1':n('my, mllny Ill' th(' ... hot. rt'lll·hi llg 11f':, '1'h" I1tmolo}lll1't(· I\'nll 

greo.tly (larkl·ned by tll(' bo.(1 wf"atiH'r, 

•. 'j 'h(' iiri llg on til(' Hif\f'1l i)('('artl(' ilICt'l4,<'Hll t , hilt th('y )...>'llinl'd 
Ill1'ir groUlHl ujl toO the Fn'Jlch PO,;it.:<'ll. C(lIOlWI Ht'('k\\ ith !':Cut 
th l." 431'11 fO\,\I 1U'11 in IlllPP'l'I t of tl1(' Hifk,,: I h('y tle~c\'JHl{(1 to\\Itr!ls 
the riY~r, int(l u wrt or p1uill, illtl·l''1 I I1.'l'l-'·,J II itll t1'l' (,11 nw] Ullt lt'r
\100(1. AIIlI(, npproacl1<'(l, thl' hf'flVY fir!' of t1l(· Fn'lI('h mnrk(>fl 
tlwir liu(' of hlltt.l f", f1n(11Jw rith'm('n r('tin'u npo]J llR ill good ol'<lpr, 
Collinel Reek", lth lIu\'ing g.onf' lffilllC' (lifltmlC(> towl\rUS the left, ill 
oro('r to tl>('ullllOitrf" til(' l'ot!itioll of t110 \'JJ('IlIY, Colom·1 P nt.l'ickROll 
WAS 1('l t in thl." t'lI t ir(' (,Plllmllml, luul close upon dIP l'lII·my. HI;' 
gavf' orc\('rs for Ill' inRt/lllt Ilrlvancl." oml churgr. Ilgnimd th(' l ine in 
O\1r front , which WlI.ll on an ('minem·('. A t. this llIoment. i'l. !\Iight 
c1euran('(' from the' m in ('nahlcrl m(', \\ho liM in oommalld of th(' 
company 011 the ('xtl'(·Jltf' right of our Jillf', to percl'iv(' that at some 
distance. towardR our right rco.r, H !'trullg dl>t-Rchment of th (> 
French from Rovcna were dirl'cting tJwir murch to the ford. I 
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8U.W all th(' uanb'i'r of our being I!O tUMlPd, ilwl illllnedint('ly 
TequestRd Cuptain ]1nff~·, eommll.nrullg' th(' next ('om pOll)" to alio\\, 
n,C' ro tAkf' mine to oppos<' th(' nttf'mpt of the t'nC'my, '\\ho W(>I'I' 

gainmg fll"t upon our rO·llr. H" ]'('pli~l tll[lt hl' CtlUltl not tnk .. 
1l1.lOll himtoC'lf I'meb n I'l'SI)()D"iLility a ... nlluwhlJ; the separAtion of my 
cnlllIuu,y frum the r{'gimf'nt. I !laid uo tiuw "Ilunill lx> kll:lt, Illitl 
thnt I \\ouId take thf' rC'l'j)tJll,;ihility nt sll('lI 1l11U'IIH'lIt on ~~'101f: 
l\lul instantly I 1Ill\T('·h.'t1 "fl' til(' ('01Il]lall)', II)' llrillg-ing np tlll'ir j('ft 
f;llOu!d,'r", !uhmleiHI( rupitlly to tilt' right I IlIIIII'lI", 1111 (lmill('Il('{' at 
J«,mf' di"tnu(',·, 0/1 Ilhil'h T 1'lnel'll tIlt' ('OlUjIllIlY il l IllJI<it ioll., fronting 
tht, l 'IIPIlI~" \I II" \It'I~' IlI:tl'l·liinJ..;" wlllld tlw rig-lit lIullk. I l\j~ now 
quik s!'puralt'(] 1'1'0111 tI ll' lkg-illll'nt, "hi('11 \v." .. jiP],(,,'ly "11):11/-:"(,,1 
Ilith tIl<' Fn'lwll. I h HI uh,,,,, IUO 1111')1 ill til!' ('nlllplm~'. u~ 

14',.,'rlll 1'1' Huft)"I' IIII'll h!l<l ",110\, ."1. 'I'll ... fil<l "lIhult,'rll '; with 
tI l(' l'OIllJ'''''Y \, <,"« ,,'iHiltlll F"""r alltl : Jt.llry,O;rluwkr, h,th lll,,~t 

f-xl'l,ll'-111 "m'·" l". 
MTII1' I)(NI~' "I' F""llI'h. Ilbtl III'"'' lIlHl'eilil';':: t"\\:lnl~ th,' 0111, 

huh,") till t't-,t 'ill): m:, find 11"S],ilt"\I1',1 II l"Mly .. r ill'illltr~' al;lIill<lt Il,.;.· 
1 n·~-rv''fl Illy tit· .. 1I11tii I],,·)' 111'lIf"11 th,· .... 11 111111 it of II", hill, \\ll/'Il 
J 'll'PIlf'I\ 1I1MJIl tllt·lll. ('itn~lllJ.( tl"'ll l t" r,'\'I'l' iI' ~t)lllf' ,li"",·,I,·1' I,) 
II", ]lllIin, 'I'I!I'~ n;:uill 1'11'''11'.1, ,111<1 :1<1\,1111·'·,111 .... 1 ~'l;'n', I'llt 111'1'1' 
clw(,J.,.,,1, rt·tn·utiH;':: to!l j!l'\'ut" I' ,li"I,ll lO'l'. ,\\ Illi .... iiuH' ( 1"1, ,,.. ,1 

TI"('],:\I'ith n MlP Ill': 11" ' IHJ"\I~1 all thnt 1",11 '~"'llrl'<'d, illld thut tIll" 
1"11'111'11 lI.,d I.rollg ht 11]1 t\lll j!llll .... iI, 1"'011'. 1 fl·']1I1' .... 1I't\ lli~ ill~trJJ('

tioll". HI' "pokl' ,11" .. t hlllJ.b")!II,'I~' to II)!', 'If'l'l',,vin): lI11d tlullIkill): 
IIIf> tilr II hilt 1 hlld .IOIIt', 1I1Hl ... ,id tlmt I,,· ... lwIlI,J ;'::11'(' 111(' 1111 
IInl.,}' .. , hilt I\·u\,' IILI' to ud (')ltir"ly on Illy 0\\11 jWI)!IIl"Ut, ill 

I.],i"h he hu,1 l'II.'r:;'1'I (·"rdid"lll·'·; that h., ""lIltl lIot forJ.("t lilt" 

nllli tlutt 11(' lIould It ril';,!.' 111(- 11! tll<' H"li,'" of J ,(OI',1 "'('l1iJI~tun, Oil 
hi ... 1, ·uyi llj!. ~ir ,T,,11Il Elly. II h" ('UI!lIlIHlult,,1 tll .. l'II\'ah'y I'UIll(' lip. 
,,!i('ll I h('~g,'(1 that ~)II\1' Ilrag()lJlI~ might rl'illj;lf(~,· HI", H1'1I1I1I1(> 

110 rt'l'ly, hut rt)(II' "ft; ..... II;\],:i\)~ Iii ... h"ad as il' UlIII],I., to l·UIII !'ly. 
11ul'iw' tll i;; time t il\' (· I Il'IIlY IIE'n' j"rlllillt< in "rt'lIt('T IItn'II"t\l, ,.. . . .,... ,.. 
they fi,lvllll('(',\ \\itll the rlnl1nllwr hl'!ltin;,:: the p!lB de cllar9c; the 
offiCf'r ill <'unUlIllll'l. ';(11)(, 1>1l(·t·" tn til(' "r(1I1t, I" fu ling \, ir. \x'oplf' to 
the hill, " 'illinmJo'r(·,'r a"kf',j IM'I'lIIi~io/l to go j'onrnrtl fUlll I)('r· 
HOMily cng:ttg'f' him; tt,i,; r of r:unrf«' r('fn'#'ll, all hi" prf'IIC'II(,.t' with 
tl\(' company WI\. .. more ilnl'ortnllt. 

~ The French bmw·ly ~tood our fir)', ami their 1\\0 g'UlI" IW'nt 

brought to PeRr UpOIl UI', I orol;or(,<l II eharg<', whit·h was done 
with groat Rpirit, dri"jng the enemy to some clifltanC(', Whilst 
thffiC atta<,kR wer~ IlIMe, th(' Rf'gimfont WAA conRtantl~' f'ng-agNl nt 

?, 
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Sabugal. The firillg Wtul severe Rnd oontinuolUl, nf'ver receding 
nor slackening, thus affording me the utmCl6t confidence ; fOf had 
not the French left been so Heverely attacked, they would have 
been lI.blc to detach a body against my retlr or on my left flank, 
which llouid have eompclh'l.l rue to retretl.t upon the troops now 
advant'wg to our bllpport. 

"It .was at this tim€' the cupturc<l howitzer was left under com
mand of the fir€' of the <lard and Rifles, as eyery attempt of th€' 
French to curry it off was ineffectuul, causing S('vere loss Loth m 
cavalry and infantry. 

"Th(' enemy w('re still nt some distAnce, and appeare{! to he 
reinforced, ulld intending another attaek; and I pel'ceiv('(] the 
2nd Battalion of the 52nd advancing rapidly. I w('nt to tlu.) eODl 

manding offh.wr, pointing out the em-my near, and we agrc('(1 it 
would he best lor hilll to form his rr6riment Oil the right of my 
company, and mnkf' nn immf'iJiak a.dynllCC llpon th" French, 
whICh we did. As Wf' utlvlln('('{1 tlH'Y r(·tir(>(I, formiIlg th"m~lvN> 
into th(' liIl(' II('rl )lm<lienlnT to our left, :Uld in continuation of 
thf' ir line to &bugul, whtrc tb('ir ('uid bOOy \'ILS PO'l tp{l. I 
therefore brought IIp my ril,{ht I'Ihoull\cno: to front tlli'm, ex· 
tendmg all my men as bkirlUishcrs; thL' G2Jl(I doing the same 
to my right, \\c all ('omlllcncf'd' skirrnj~hing amid tlH' t. rrep, in 
unabated min. 

" 'fhe Frew·h p,ho\\cd fight, in tiwir 1It'\\ Jinf', mingliug several 
dl'agoollA I I ith their I:lkil'llJ.isher .. ; tlH'ir !iuflden uebouch from be
hind the tl"(>(>1'! at fin;t shook ourI'! anJ I>Cn:rely wOllndoJ several. 
QIle man, close to me, wus cut in th(' fuce, but h(' \\ Ottltl Ilot leave 
thf' field. A ManksmaIl, of the name of CU .. 'lSUll, was taking hit! aim 
at a dragoon riding towards him, when another horseman a}Jpeur. 
ing suddenly on his right, he turned hit! firt'lock and shot h im 
dead, the otil('l' dragoon instlUltly galloping a\\ay. Colonel Mel
lish, of the Staff, roo(' along the line; he lias to be s('('n in eyery 
post. of dllng('r, loudly nnd gullfillt.ly chCf~riIlg the men. Colonel 
Berkwith, also \\itl;l the blood IItrcaming dO\\ll hI!; fa('c, cncouragod 
the mell to swnd fast against the enemy. Our whole line pr~ 
served their ground fOf some time, ull ti l a few of the horsemen 
getting amongst the skirmillhers on the right, ~ sudden cry, 'The. 
cavalry I the caytUry is in the midst of us!' caused the 52nd to 
retreat in confusion .. 

"I wns with the &kirmishers on the l('ft, and did not I'E'tire my 
men, 8eeing that the h orsemen who had got into the line were 80 

ff'w. Some men of the 51nd remained on the left with my com-
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pany. It was fortunate that we remll.ined 8kirmishing, Il8 it pre-
vented one of the col()u~ of the 52nd falling into the hands of the 
French, owing to the firmn088 of the men. The officer bearing 
the colour came up to tlmnk me, at the sarue time highly 
praising the gallantry of Illy ruen. 

" Th" em>my, pt>rceiving strong reinforcements marching up, 
cOlllnlcnecd a hurried t('trcut. Sccing thftt the 52nd w('re 110'" in 
lillI', with an opt' ning b('b;('(Jn the willh"H, llC forming in the centrf', 
I diN'Cwd William Freer to wbNI thp C'ompany into H<'ctiODS, as I 
illtend~'<l to rt:ioill the H,.gimt·nt. H(' IlliS iltrllck down by il shot 
ill hi,; fu('{', but rlo.'rl'!('y('r,~i ill Illl\r('llill~, 

"Th(' Jo'N'llCh, t\wllgh frll<t retrt'llting-, WN(' not llUfSUM by the 
dh-isiollr- 01 the UflllY I\hj{,ll had juim'tl U'l; iH~klUI of which, 
th" IItuff officP]'II !,lllployed tLr·ir ti1Uf' ill eOllIl'lilllPllting tho 
regimcnt fi,r tlll'ir c()ll,hwt ill thl' eomJ;lt, Il.wl the Jlursuit was 
glyen up_ 

" I lllurchf'll to Illy n'1!iml'ut alollS the line jpudillg Htmight to 
Sill.mglll, 011 whil'h \II' hud la."t {'ll~ng:p(l, /lUU ('mUl' upon thl' how. 
itzer, ut the point II her!' it Im,j i"'l'll po!'t('d by the ('ncmy and 
nhl'rt.. it luull)l'f'u lAJ1JIIII . .'1l('(I to rem,lin. 

"Tht· Cmubat of Sabuf.,rnl 11('\"'1' lUI\'ing I IN> II fnithflllly r(·nlleted, 
justice 1m'! thprpforl' lK'Pll IOll~ \\ ithlH'ld from thc troopH, who flO 

hrrf'lIt1y dil:ltinguiI;}H'u tht'llll;ciw'" in tli<lt. nction. Every ",ritcr 011 
thl> snhjl--('t, \Iith till' excpption of Sir Willimll NUl'il'r, only notices 
tlil' uffair of that day MI Imt littlc more than a I>hUfJl ano] !;ucccssfuI 
skirmiflh. Nt1pil'f'~ IlCCOll11t, llow('vcr, is too diffnfl( , uml rather in· 
l'xact in SOIll(' l lill't-~_ Briuilllollt, th" lk-ig-illll \\'rih'r of the' Life of 
th(' Duko of Wdlill f.:,rUJll; in hi .~ ~tllt!'m('nt of &hllgaJ, is evidently 
led aFltrny by the partial r('ll(lfi..<; of til(' Fr(>Dch gl'llf'rals. As he 
rcmarks,-'1'he French pll .. .,..'(! th(' (All. lind <-..tlluli"lwu themselves 
at SnhUg'1l1. It W!I.I; here that on the 3n! April Wellington fought 
the netion, of which he AAy~, with sOllie tou('h of exaggeration. 
"This WllS one of the most glorioul; Briti~h tnlOp8 wcre ever 
engag-(.(l in." We only kIlO"' tllJtt if ~dol'io\l!l to one party it·was 
equally glorious ~ the other, jor Hcgnier's troopH showed them· 
seln18 by no means infcrior to those of the enemy.' 

" Hegnicr, commanding in a chosen position at Sabugal. did 
not display high gE'neralship, for, having at that point a force of 
12,000 infantry. sllpporW by cavalry and artillery, he ftilled. in 
defeating the attack of 1200 British infantry. who nobly proved 
thernaeh"ll8 the decidod superiors of the }~rench . 

.. Napier 1'18.8 lliistaken in a8Cribing to General Beckwith the 
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merit of tile I1tta.ck, at! Beck\\jtb "'lUI thell a\\ay on the l eft~ which 
WIUI thrctlY:ncd by It strong force of the Clll'my. ThP, charge was 
t'lltiroly (,rtlf' rr'tl Lv Cololll'l T'ntri('kson of tlw 43rd. I "'Ill> close 
to him' \dWIl he ~~W' til(' ordN, and 111,,0 ,\\lI'1I LI ' k'(l tlll' men to 
the cilurgp, Ilwl it Wll), duriJlg tllflt adYl\nl'!' that 1 fou nd it n::qui
sit,.:> t~1 mOl'l ' my COJll ])tUly tn tIll' right , on thl' Il}JP('llrItllC(' of the 
Fl'(>u('h trv('11'J thl'eHteJling th,t1 fhUlk. 

" It 11M Il ell knol\l} thHt t il(> Duke ui Wclliugt(Ul was the most 
tmthflll (If m('u, wtally illoopnLle (If cx.agg('ration ; and jt has 
ever lx'I'1l IUlruitt('(} thnt II(> D(,Vl'l' Let;tow()(l praise but where 
jniltly duc, H.iH IX'}lOrt of Salmg'ai, thcrl'for(', that' this was one 
of tllp Inoo.t gloriolL~ actions thnt Bl'itlRh t r<JO}lI:! Wf're ever engaged 
ill,' ought to be e}H' l"i libe,1 IIIlU n'gi~tcrcd in hi8Wry, 118 a lastillg 
tribllttl to tll(' hOllOlll' of tlU' llriti~h KOl di~'r." 

Sir W. Napier, in a. letter to Colonel Gurwood, 
wrote :-

"Hir Sidney JJ(.('kl\ ith often spok(' to we about HOI,kinFl, de
~crj hillg him M one of the> fin('st I>Qlrti('rs he (wer belH'lJ; and thtlt 
w Jilt 1I~ U. Ulall ('Oillmalldill~ OIl(' (·oll.l}m.ny {'vulu ue('iue a battle, 
H opkins ,It>(·idv!l till' baWL' of Subugal; not vm.'e, hut mnlly tim<'8 
h (l sai(1 fh il< to 1lIC'." 

The loss of' the Allies ill thif:; fierce conflict amounted 
to Head y 200 killed aud wounded. That of the ellemy 
was ClIUl'mous. The 43rd had 1 lieutenant, 2 serbl'Cants, 
11 rank alld file, killed ;-2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 
1 ensign, aud 40 rank and file, wounded. The officers 
were Lieutenant McDiarmid, killed; Captains Dalzell 
and O'Flaherty; Lieutenauts T. lly1ance a.nd Creighton 
(who died subseql:lently), and Enf:;ign Carrol, wounded. 

Lord 'Vellington't:; despatch contained the follewing 
paragraphs :-

" Coloncllieckwith's brignJe of the Light Division wus the :6l'8t 
that cl'Otlll6l! the Uoa. with two lIquadrolll:l of "'Ctlvalry upon their 
right. FOUl colllpimies of the !~th und three of Colonel Elder's 
Ca41fLdore!l drove in the enemy's pickets, and' were supported by . 
the 43rd Regiment. 

" They were, however, again attacked by a fresh column with 
(,tWllhy. and retired agllin to their post, where they were jGined by 
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the other brigooe of the Light Division, <'Oll8isting of the 1st 8.ml 
2nd be.ttaliolUl of the 52nd and 1st Ca9ldote8. 
"Tbe~e troopa rf'pulsed the enemy, and Colonel Boohith's 

brigsdf' nnd the 1st battzuion of the 52nd again advanced upon 
them. They WNe attaekcd again by a fresh column snpported 
by Nlvairy, whICh chargl'd th(> nght, and they took post in an 
(,It!'iu<:lut(> upon the toll of the hPlght, from ~henO€' they could 
Jlro~'Ct the howitz(>r which thf' 4Rrri hud taken, nnd they drove 
mwk the t'lwmy. 

"I ('?Il'>i;\(>T the lll'tioR that was luu);ht by the Light Un'isioll, 
h) Colonellk·kl".th''l Img!ltJe }l11ll('IPU\ly, IIlth tll<' whole of the 
8CC(Jw] curps, to 1)(' ,me of tlte most glurjo/t8 tlwl BrititJJI tt"OOpB 1Qet"e 
aer engaged in. The 1Brd RI ')!llllf'llt, un,iN ]\fltjnr Po.trlPkson, 
parti!·ularly (ll!>hnglll~llf'd thelll~,· I\'(''1.'' 

AgAin Lord W ('llington, writing to Captain Cha.pman of 
the Roya.l Ellginf'ers, on April the St1., IS11, Mid;-

., W(> h,lYe glHlt Ih,· FU~IIl·h a hUllUl:IOmt' ur('hl!llIg. unJ. 1 flunk 
thf'y WIl! 1Io t blty Itgum that \\{' Ilt~ lIot I~ IIIIUlIDII\tlllg Utllly. 

'Ve muy not manoou\rc.u. h .... utltn!!y 1'" thf'Y do; but I (10 not 
d( .... lTI, 1)I,ttt'r !>port than to IUt'l.' t oIl<' 01 tiwlr ('0111111118 (m mlUBe. 

with om 11lI1''', '.rhe pOOl" ~lUl ('orps t cx'( 'n'eo It krnble lx"ltl1Jg 
frolll fhl:"' 4)Jnl ulill ~2ml, OJi tilt· :ltJ.,'· 

The Frencll retired 0 11 Ciudnd Rodrigo and Salamanca. 
The Light Divj"ion advanced toWal'dR GaUegos jn pur
t:luit, wJlIle the 1 est of thc army rprnained in re~rve! on 
the Con. On the 6th Ma.ssena crossed the frontier of 
Portugal, exactly thirty day ... fl il1ee the evacuation ot 
Santa.rem. It must !Je conceded tha.t the French 
General evinced great military abi lity in conducting his 

retreat, 
Discussions have arisen as to the capture of the howitzer. 

at Sabugal. Lo'rd Wellington distinctly sa)"H in hi~ des-~ 
pau.hes, that it was taken by tllll 43rd . . Napier~ as dis
tinctly claims it for too same regiment. He says, ".A 

• strong column of infantry, rushing IIp the hill, endea-. 
vOUTed to retake the howitzer, which was on the edge of 
tbe..deacent, and only fifty yards from the wall i but l1.v 
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me.n could. reach it and live, so deadly was the fui of tb~ 

43rd." 
" Sabugal'l! Bridgo I1Ild 0011;11 gory Hood, 

The llill boyoud, whew one - brILV6 band·wit\letood 
A hOIlt, amll!cil'.'lllg, hoodl~ of its roar, 
Tho hostile guu llway in triumph bo.re." 

Nulf, in 1M Or;'.Ji~a1..- · '}'I". 43rrl R'·gllnelll.". 

Aftor many years, Colonel GUl'wood attributed .the 
exploit to the 52ud, and circulawd a pamphlet in corrolJo,: 
ration, which also impugned the credibility of Napier on 
other poiuts. Every officer; however, of the 43rd present · 
during the 3ctioll, confirmed the original sta:~ment, and. 
General Sir G. Browll, G.C.n.-at tlmt time Captain of 
the 431'd-ill a letter to Napier, dated, ,rHotse Guards, 
3uDe 21st, ] 845," wrote~" The howitzer waS .M safely 
deposited uuder the fire of the 43rd, .when the 52nd, or a 
portion of it, came up, as if it had Leen UffiWll to tIle rear 
of the l·egimeut. NeitllCr was this point over queRtioned 
at the time, or as far as I know, for fivc~and~twenty year!! 
afterwards. The 431'd never retired further than behind 
the stolle walt to reflew their formation, which had been 
somewhat broken in driving the ellemy over the hill and 
taking the s..'l.id gun on the crest of it." 

In Cuptain Moorsonls 'Record of the 52nd,' pub
lislred in 1860, he again cInimtt the capture of the 
howitzer, alleging that though it fint fell into t,he ~ndl5 
of the 43rd, it."was retak& by the enemy, and eveiltually 
r~captured by.", company, of the 52nd, commanded by 
Li'eutemmt Love. Gen~ra1 Sir J. Fergusson, late.Colonel 
of the r~gi\1leJ;J.t, repudiated this tale, d~ired it might be 
EU'~d from the regimental records, a.nd acerediu-d where 
dy.~to the· 43Td.-their gallant, and \lllited brothers-in· 
al'lIl8. 
: Mas.sen{\·s sudden retreat from Sa.bugal, left AYneida-1o , 

il' ratce. amUt "'as immed,iately inveatM. b'y!qe)lTitiah: 



18n. 43" Lip.! I "fantry. ' 53 

On the 2nd of May, the French threw a. large convey 
into Ci\ldad·~odrigo. The Light Division fell back from 
Gallegds, towards the plains of Fuentes d'Onoro, and 
next day frled through the village, and took poit on the 
high ground behind Almeida, the left of our army rest
ing near Fort Conception, whil~ our right was at Fuentes, 
with the river Dos Cas..'ls in frout. 

FUENTES n'ONORO. 

On the 3rd of May the enemy attacked \vith great 
vigour, and dr?V'e our tNol'8 fr010 the vilbge of Fuentes, 
but it Wa.'> soon regained by a determined charge, and 
our antagonists forced across the r ivC'l' . In these ~truggles 
both sides sufferf"d ~e\'ercly; Ollr troop5 continued to 0t: 
cupy tho village during the night, and uext day, upon 
Massena assuJ?ing £ommaud, some clmugt's of po~itiou 

took place, amI he made, preparat ions for a gr:md ILttack. 
On the 5th he was ob"ervod movillg troops to'\\ards 

their left, and in consequence tllO Light Division, wIth 
the cavalry, were scnt to support our rigllt, where- the 
French had already made some rovalry cLll.rges. The' 
regimcnts of the Light Division were tbeu thrown into 
squares. Nonna-n RamsH./s troop of horse artillery was , 
for a moment cut off, but reformed in tI most dashing 
manner, and driving through the French,'regained oui)ines 
inJull view of the 43rd's square. Our right being out
flanked 'in consequence of the position being too ;xtended, 
the Light Division retired in squares Uf'lder a heavy .ean", 
nonade, every mpment threatened by cavalry; ~ut quic,kly 
concentrating in a closer and more compact body, the 
.enemy abandon6d their plan of forcing the right. • ·H4rd . 
fighting took. place in 'the village of Puentes; th~ lowe;' 
part 'being' taken snd r~ta.ken- several tirnes; and flnaiIv 
our txopps retained the uprer part. . 

'Ill-the e:ve~ing the 1st brigadp .of tbe U'ght,.Div~ion 
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occupied the village. Being well accustomed to outpost 
duty, they quietly occupied an the advanced poots, direct
ing the men not to fire excepting under great emergency, 
and-. by this well-timed precaution quiet was soon esta
blished. They exchallged th,.! dead antI wounded strewn' 
around, and strollgly intre~ched t.hemsel vcs. On the 
10th of May the enemy retired ncross t.he Aguada, relin
quishilJg' farther idea. of a second invasion or-rortuga.~ 
aHd at midnigl,t Uegni l'l' Llew up tile works of Almeida. 
III a compact column he ma!lag~d to pass the English 
pickets and lille!>, and carrjeJ off his elltire garrison, with 
the exception of three lllllHlred of llis llle~, who were 
taken pril:iOlwrs. This orilliallt. exploit reflecteu li ttle 
creJit on the blocknding force. Lord Wellington issued 
severe orderl:i ill eUlIscquelicc. 

In tIlt' action of FUCllWS d'Olloro the British had l!:;00 
killed a.nd wouwleu, aml 300 tfl.kell priso r,cn,i. Tbe loss 
of the Frcncll was morc than double. 

The French \\'itlldrcw to Saln.mallca. The LiglJ.t Di\,i
l3iOli fonnell part of the force left with Sir Brent Spcncer, 
while Lord 'Vellillgton, with tW() divi siol1H, moved south 
to the relief of Beresford, awl for the purpose of att..1.ck
illg BadujOJ'" It Jlau beeu invest0d on the 5th May, and 
on tIle 12th the siege was raised. Ou the 16th the battle 
of Albuera. was fought mrd WOIl Ly British valour; the 
Fusileers covered t.llcmselves with glory. 

The Light Division agnin occupied its old station, 
takillg posseSsion of Gallegos, Alameda, and Espeja. where 
they continued until the 6th of June., On tl13t day 
Marshal Marmont (who had succeeded Massena in com
~nd of the French army), having introduced a convoy 
into- Ciudad Rodrigo, moved out. and directed bis march 
upo"'n Gallegos and Espeja, when the division retreated 
across the. plain upon Alfyates, and General Spencer 
withdrew behind the Coa. Finding the French moving 
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by the pass Barros, his route was directed by Sorto, 
Penamacour; across the polltoon.bridge at V illa V .... lha, 
arriving .at .A.rronches on the 22nd, anu took up ground. 
at Monte Re9'Iengo, on the rcira, reauy to move juto 
position, if necessary, behind Campo Mayor. 

While stationed at Camp9 Mayor, the 431'd recei,'cd a 
splendid draft from the 2ud Latttllion, consisting of 1 

major,3 captain!>, 12 8uLaltcl'lls, 12 sergeants, and 345 
rank ahd file. 

Licutenant Cooke, of the lcgimcnt, now Lieutt'llant
Colonel Sir J. H. Cooke, l..ieutc llallt of Hcl' Majcl:>ty'8 
Yeoman of the Gua.rd, who accompanied thih urat), gives 
the following nllimatcd accouut of his firHt impl'eSHioll of 
the far·famed Light Division .-" Ou the 20th of July we 
descended into the valley, al1u at tll0 edge of a wood 
awaited the coming of the divibion, from an Mv:mced 
camp un their way to ('abiello de Vida. b\'eI'Y Cj c wah on 
the stretch, awl ill the Ji"lalJCc we dCbCl'i ed a cloud of dlu~t 
rolling toward& us, the bright !:.parklillg ra.y:. of' the suu
beams pl;tying Oil the bolJiers' LIL·at't .plate~ wheJl !:.utldenly 
the leading regimcnt of tile Light Division LUl'st forth; 
tlJcir bronzed COllIltcnHnccs mJd light kllapsackb. and their 
order of mard, all uni ted to iuspire l1 conviction that 
tJJCir early dibCiplinc had not only l)een ma.intained amidst 
privations, battle!;', and campb, but had become matured by 

experience. They had tra.\'en.ed mountains and forded 
rivers; tho grim and icy hand of death had grasped 
many in the unhealthy marshes of tlle A~lltejO, and wfth 
sure effect Lad S<;l.ttered La.lls amidst their ranks without 
distinction : yet the remainder of these veterans were stiJl 
bent onwards, to. gather fresh laurels ill the rugged 8Jld 
uncertain paths of fortune. Seven battalions. of light 
infantry and riflemen defiled hefore lliI with their thread· 
bare jackets, their bra.wny necks loosened from their 

stock&, their '" ide and patcned trowsers of variouf!I oolours, 
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and brown-barrelled arms slung over their shoulders, or 
carelesaly held in their hanos, whilst rL joyous buzz ran 
through the cross-belted ranks, as their' soldier.-l1ke faces 
glanced towardl'l 118, to greet many of their old comrades, 
now about to join in tlleir arduous toils after a long sepa
ration. A cloud of oust alone marked their further progress 
as they receded from our view. Following in succession, 
we brought up the rear. At the expiration of an hour's 
march, we cllteled a wood, formed column, called the 
roll, and the whole division was then dismissed. The 
assembled multitude of Yoice!';, the tearing and cutting 
down of branches of trees, crackling of fires, rattling of 
canteens, shooting of bullo('k~ through the head, and the 
hurrymg of parties of soldiers for rum and biscuit for 
rations, the neighing of horses, Lmying a~es and ram
pant mules, all resounded throughout the forest, giving 
new life and many echoes to its most intricate recesses. 
Groups of officers stood in circles; eycry countenance 
l:ieemed decked in smiles, and a hearty welcome greeted us 
from all hands, 

"Under the wide-sprea(ling branc11cs of a venerable 
cork-tree, decorated with pack-saddles, accoutrements, and 
other military trappings, dinner was seryeu up and laid 
out on a pair of hampers, which served us instead of a. 
table. Beef, biscuit, tea, rum, and wine, composed our 
fare; it being a usual eustom to join breakfast and dinner, 
so as to make one meal serve for the twenty-four hours. 
tha troops meraly haltillg to cook and refresh themselves 
during the heat of the day, A more qappy meal, I can 
safely say, I never partook of; and with infinite satisfac
t ion did I regard the purple jackets and battered epan. 
lettes of my companions. Our small keg of wine being 
emptied, the word passed to pacli up and accoutre; and, 
in an incredible short space of time, the column re
formed. 
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"The 'assembly' sounded-the signal for march,
threes, from the right of companies, the bands struck up, 
and at the end of two hours' march, and towards night~ 
fall, we entered another wood. Tbe same ceremony gone 
through as already described, the blankets were spread 
out, the earth our bed, knaps.'lcks our pillows, and t.he 
overhanging trees our canopy; the busy hum of life no 
longer vibrated through the bivonac, and thousands of 
soldiers. slumbered and reposed tbeir weary limbs, lying 
scatt.ered throllb'h the furest or a.round tIle embers of 
expiring fircs. My wmranions im;i:-twd ou stretching 
them8clvcs on each 8ide of me, pro+csting that they ought 
to do this, ar; a. protect jon against cold, fOT tlle first two 01' 

three nights, !'li nce a YCl'y lleavy dew fell, so as almost. to 
wet us tllTOllgh the Llanket", llotwithstanding the great 
heat of the weather by day." 

Towards the elld of July, l\f:mI1Ollt retraced hi s steps 

to Salamanca, and tile Liglit Divisioll theirs to tllc banks 
of the Aguada, where tlley rlrl'ivcd Oil the ~th of August. 

On til<' 2~th, M:ljor Hungerford EiOl'S, of t.he 43rd, died 
Dot Celonco, of -lI. fever \JI'oug-ht (In by unremitting exer~ 
tions in his professional dut.ies. The following memo
randum was inserted in tho ordcrly.book :-" Sept. 5th 

1811. The Commanding Officer is mnch concerned to 

communicate to the regiment, tlmt he has received ac
counts of the death of Major Elcl"!', nt. Celol'ico, on the 
29th ult. The mournful fate of Hll officer who had so long 
served in the regiment, who was so sin~re a friend 1;0 

the honour and intel'el'it of the corps, must be lamented 
by officers and sOldierR. As a mark of respect for the 
memory of one so justly esteemed, it is request.ed that 
such officers as have it in their power will put on mourn· 

ing, to be worn for thr~ days." .' 
All had remained. tranquil until the 23rd September, 

when the French MVA-nced with a fltr()ng convoy for the 
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relief of CiudMl Rodrigo, aud the division retired to 
C:l8t.el Bmllco. Two affairs with the el1emy took pla.ce; 
one at EI Boden, the other at Aldea de Pont.e. 

When !\farmont had accomplished hi s object of succour~ 
jng Cilldad Rodrigo, be returned to Salamanca, and t.he 
Ligllt Di\'iHion Ollce more to their old cantollments, wllere 
tilt,y remnilleJ ulltil tllo enu of the y{'ar. 

1812:. 

8'1'oll)nx(l OF CIUD.\n Ronmoo . 

The campaign of 1812 commenced early. On the 8th of 
.JmlUary the Light ])ivi,;ioll as~elOlJled from its canton· 
ments, awl iuvetitell ( :iIHlarl Rodrig-o. During tile n ight, 
six cumpanies of vohmteen; illcludill~ Captains ],'ergu
SOIl'A aHd Duffy'~ of the 4~rd-earried L~' p!;cn ladc, in a 
most masterly t-ity le, tllo outwork of ~t. Franceseo. The 
4:lnl lost one lic rgeant, and a few privates were wouuded. 
With tIle exception of one lUan, the entire garrison was 
captured, nIld the fir:-t parallel, nllder hE.!(l.v.y fire, com
wenced Hgain>;t the town . Tile dutie!o: of tIle h encheH 
were t"ken hy the Light hit, :lrd, amI 4th Divisiolls, 
relicving {'ach ot1l('1' every twenty-four homs; the Light 
returning to tllcir quarters - a distance of fO;lr leagues. 
The wC'atitm' was .. everc, with sharp frostR, and the 
Aguada. hltd to he forded going and returning. 

Oil the l~l th, two LrE.!aclleS having been pronounced 
praeticahle, fhe place was cnrrie-d. The Lig]lt Division, 
ordered to ass,.dt out of its turn, was formed behind'the 

Convent of St. Frallccsco at about 8 P'!d ' The storming 
party consisted of 100 volunteers from each British .regi

ment. The 4:lrd \\'as led by Crlptain James Fergusson, 

with LieutclU\Dts .Bramwell, Steel, and O'Connell; the 
5211d eontiugent by Oaptain James; that of the 95th 
RiRes by Captain )fitchell. and the forlorn hope, by 
Lieutenant GTlrwood j all under Major Napier of the 
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52nd, who directed that when the breach was carried, 

the 43rd party should clea.r the ramparts to the right, 
and tIle .52nd to the lef! . towards the great breach. 

The forlorn hope It·d, and the storming party followed 
immediately. They hurried rapidly 011, hea.ring t11e fire 
from the 3rd Division-ordered simultaneously to attack 
the great breach-a.ud passing' over the glacis, desceuded 
illto the ditch near the mvelin, under n. 11NWY fire. The 
forlorn .hope were plnciug ladders ng-nim;t the f.1CC of the 
wod;, wl1e11 Lieutenant Elliott or t111':: Ttoyul Eng-inecr~ 
exclaimed, "You fin" wro'lg: tbis is tilt' way to tIle bre<lch 
Ln the fau.w' In'ail'.'' TI lt' llreacit in the Ifody of til(' placc 
was thell reached and rnrl'lcd ill ,t InOHlC'nt, .A g'llli wns 
stl'ctc11('d aero..,,, tile elJtl':lIlct·, near whidl '-Olne of the 
enemy wcre kl,)ollcted. 

I SHlel ." rild, a private of til(, 4:lra, \\~h tllC firM to 
mount the bleach ill tIle f(J1l8 ~~ brait , I flll 110 man coulll 
claim being lh(' fir~t 10 entCr tIll' g-l't!:lt Jn crlch ill the body 
of the placc, ar" it waiS a Jlc(,k'and-I,ecl, llIf;;lt of from tlJirty 
to forty, 'l'lw forlorn 1IOPC' having gOlH' too f,~r to thc 
left, were 1I0t actually the fir ... !, though ;truOllJ..,"I-t tllOSC to 
claim the honour, - Lieuteuant Stecl of the 4:lrd Rnd 

Lieutenant Gurwood inclusive. 
13efore carrying the little breach tIle 4JIU parly ('lc:11'OO 

tIle mmpal't to the right, dri'ing the Cl1rtny from their 
different traver!>es, until reaching the great 1Il'cacl1. At 
this time thc gre.:'Lt breach llRd not be(:11 ca rri ed, and was 

obstinately defended by 'tllc €'llClH,). IIous~ bearing upon 
it had been loopholed, and the descent into the town from 
the top of t.he ra~lpart WM eonsidcrable. The moment 
the'ltorming party of the Ligh t Division a.rriycd at. the 
spot, ·they made a determined attack upon t1lC hostile 
defences, taking them in flank. Ai the same timc the 
3rd Diviiiion !ltorming party entered the hrcach, and 
Cjudad Rodrigo was WOIl. 
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The Fre,och had 300 killed, and 1500 made prisoners. 
The English lost 90 officers, and 1200 soldiers; of, tQese, 

650 men and GO officers were slain or hurt. at the 
breaches. TIle casualties in the 43rd were :-;-1 lieu
tenant~ 1 sergeant, :md 13 rank and file, killed; 1 cap-
tRin, 1 lieu tenant, 2 sergeants, and 35 rank and fi le, 
wounded. The officer kllk>d. was Lieutenant Bramwell 
or the stonning pnrty, who died of Ilia wounds; those 
wounded were Captnill }~crguso1t and Lieutenant P8tten~ 
son . Generals Craufurd and Mackinnon were killed; the 
formcr, foIhot through his luDgb, survived until the 24th. 
Above 150 pieces of artillery were tnkell, including Mar
mont's battering: train. 

After tile flS&'l.ult, 1}w n'giment returncd to its callton~ 
mcnts for some &ii weeks. 

BlEn'E ANn STORMING OF RWAJOZ. 

After the lidl of Cindad Hodligo, Lord W"llington 
moved l'Ioutll) 10 atteml,t the (;;1plurc £If ]~adajoz, a strong 
fOl'tT(,&<: OH 11'l' lcff; h;ll!J.: of tlJC Guadinlm., with a garrison 

of flOOD lIIeil) ~ulllnmlld('d Ly U el!~raj fhilippoIl, a .first~ 
raiR- eugineer, and rcputeJ ill alll'cflpec1s It mall of great 
ability On the !tith of March the plllce was invested, 
trenches WeTC opcncJ, and the first parallel complet{>d. 
As the 43rd fell in hPforp. dnyligbt q,1.I tIle IStll, to 

relieve tlle ~8th, who had first brokcn groun~, one of the. 
Connaught Rangers exclaimed ,vith an oath, "Och !. boys; 
86UnR.ADRODRMJO W:-IS but a jlay~bjte to tltis:: TJ;e ~tu- . 
pendous nature of the undertaking was a.lready recognized. 
by the soldiers. 

On the 19th the ganison made a. 8..'llly, when Ii hot 
fight enSued. The enemy was beaten 'bnck in conf~sion, 
losing aoove 300 men. On the 25th, Fort· pjcurina., all 

important outworlf, was carried by assault. On the 6th 
of A pril two bl'{'flChes were reported prncticable, and on .' 
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that night the great conflict took place. Desperate it 
~as ettpected to be, and most desperate it proved. 

The -day had been fine; all the soldiers, in. high 
spiMm, were cleaning themselves and accoutrements 1\S if 
for. a revIew. At half-past 8 P.M., the ranks were formed, 
and the roll called in an undertone. 
~ Before the 43rd joined the division, Colonel McLeod 

long a'nd ea~estly addFossed his men, expressing entire 
confidence in the result of the attack, and concluded by 
impressing that he trusted to the honour of all listening, 
to prese~ve discipline, and to refroin from any species 

,of crueUy on the defenceless inhabi tants . 
.As at Ciudad Rodrigo, the 43rd, 52nd, arid 95th Regi

ments furnished each one hundred' volunteers, with 
offieers~ The 43rd party was again commanded by 
Captain Fergusson, notwithstanding llis having at the 
time two unhealed wounds; with him were Lieutenants 
Duncan' CampheH and Alexn,nder Steo], while Lieu
teuant Har'vest was to lead the forlorn hope. In the 
most profound sile4cc the division drew up behind a large 
quarry, about three' hundred yards ITOIP, the breaches 
made in the bastions of La Trinadad and Santa Maria. A 
small stream separated the Light from the 4th Division • 
.A voice was suddenly heard giving ordl:!rs a.bout the 
ladders in _ that. di!ection, so loud that it might havo 
reached the, ramparts. Everyone was indignant, and 
Mc~od sent to say that l1e would report the circump 

8ta~~ to th~ Commander-w.-Chief. Ludtily, nothing 'be-. 
yond ~aking o~ frogs responded tQ the ill-timed voice. 
At-tO- o'cloc1£, a carcass was thrown from the town,.which 
illmoinated the ground for many hundred yardA Two or 
three £,...balls followed. 

-soo"n afoo'r, a suppressed whispering announced that 
tb. forlorn hope. was stealing fony,ard, heading tbe 

If 
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storming parties, and in two moments more the divi
sion followed. One single French muskeWibot re
sounded from the breaches. All with great regula.rity 
gained groulld lei:,urely but silently; the 43rd, 52nd, 
and a part of the Rifle corps gradualJy closed to columns 
of quarter distance. The ladders were placed on the 
edge of the ditch, and they were desCending in wrapt 
stillness, when suddenly an explosion took place at the 
foot of the trenches, and a burst of light disclosed the 
exact position. The ramparts were crowded with troops, 
who, well prepared , let loose every possible implement 
of destruction, while all beneath seemed convulsed. A 
succession of explosions, with unceasing ro~r of musketry, 
Boon levelled the party. very few escaping. Captain 
FelguSSOl1, amongst the foremost, was wounded in the 
head. 

But three ladders were placed down the counterscarp 
for the Light Division to gain the ditch, alld were exactly 
opposite the centre breaclJ. 'With amazing resolution, 
the whole division ruslled to the assault. The soldiers 
swung themselves down, cheering lustily. .At the bottom 
of the ladders, Lieutenant P ollock, 43rd, who was in 
corom:md of Lord Fitzroy Somerset's company, with 
Cooke. Considine, aD!1 Madden, met Captain Duffy of the 
regiment, who exclaimed, "Pollock! they," meaning the 
storming party and the forlorn hope, "are all wrong; 
they have gone to the 4th Division breach," pointing at_ 
the same time, to the small one. Thus undesignedly 
this company were the first up to the ~word-blades. To 
get wto Badajoz by tha.t breach was impossible. The 
men repeatedly tried a.nd failed; the French soldiers 
stationed behind the bristling chevau.x-de-frise, deliberately 
killing every one who approached. Cannon shot alone 
could have levelled or destroyed them. The left breach, 
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at the Santa Maria. bastion, was not attempted until 
near twelve o'clock, when Lieutenant Sha.w, of the 43rd, 
with great difficulty collected about seventy men t Il' 

different regiments, and made an effort to gain the top. 
The whole party was prostrated by two raunas of 
grape and musketry, "and the intrepid Shaw stood 
alone." 

Meantime the 3rd Division carried the castle by eooa
lade, knd tile 5th, uuder Walker, entered the town by the 
San Vincente Bastion, and thus Hadajoz was 'Won. At 
midnight the <ttll and Ligilt Di\"isioll~ retired, but many 
soldiers remained in the ditch, unable to ascend the 
ladders owing to the heaps of dead and wounded. 
The troops, excited wyond control by the desperate 
~n'icc ill which they had heen engaged, sacked t,he 
pInCE', plundered the houses, riplwd IIp fllrniture in search 
of treasure, aud appropriated all they could find. 

Generals Picton, Colville, Kempt, Harvey, Bowes, 
Walker, Champll!mond (Portllb'ucr;e) , and almost every 
officer commanding a regiment, besides more than 300 
other officers, and nearly GOOO gaJlant veterans, fell in 
the breaches and round the wallR. T he 43rd had to 
mourn the loss of their cl lief, the gallant M'Leod, WllO 
was killed while trying to force the Idt corner of the 
large Lreach. He received his mortal wound within 
three yards of the enemy. The three - British regi

. menta of tbe Light Division, as Lrave and well disciplined 
soldiers as ever stoOd under arms, suffered dreadfull.t in 
the assault, nearly half their number perishing. The loss 
of the 43rd, as shown by !..<lrd 'Vel1ington's despatch, 
exceeded that of any other regiment employed in the 
opera.tions. They lost. 20 officers and 335 sergeants and 
priva.tes, killed aud wounded: killed, 1 lieut.-colonel, 
ltlieutena1lts. 4 Mer~nta. and 74 rank and file j wounded, 

.. 2 
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1 major, 3 captains, 12 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 18 sergeants, 
1 bugler, and 238 rank and file. 

O.tfieer. KiUiJd. 

Liout.-Colonel eludes McLoou. 
Lioutcmwt Horatio HlU've&t, furlorn hope. 

" Charl08 Taggn.rt. 
n E. L. Hodbrson, diod of wound, 8th April. 

Woondtld. 

Mlljur John Wells, I!CvCl'ely. 
C"}lta.ill. J a lUCS ~'OrgUBSOlI, ditto. 

" Georgo Johnston, sligMly. 
" L. Strode, ditto. 

Licntcnll.ot S. Pollock, severely. 
'0 G. ltiueout, ditto, 
" ThQil. Ca.pel, ditto. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

w. Jhccr, rig-lIt f\nn tllllpUintod. 
H. Oglu,llIler, hft lu'm ditt .... 
Wyndlllull Madden, severely. 
Edw. Freel'. 
,las. Conaidino. 
A. M. Daillie. 
John O'Connull. 
John Cooke. 

Ensign WilkinsoIl, 

Lieut.-Colonel Charles M'Leoo of the 43nI had early 
given prooti> of ardent rnilit..:'lry attachment. His services 
commenced uuder l1is father's friend, Lord CorllwaUis; 
upon whose death in India he was the bearer of de-
spatcbes to Ellgland announcing that event. He was 
next employed at Copenhagen, and subsequently in the 
Peninsula; aud succeeded to the command of the regi~ 
ment at the affair on the Coa, when ij.ull was killed. 
His character and services are best epitomised in the 
words of the illustrious commander who, with the glory 
of his own deeds, has transmitted to posterity the 
name of M'Leod. The following is an extra~t from 
Lord Wellington'. despatch, announcing the fall of 
Badajoz:~ 
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"In Lieut.-Colonel M'Leod, of the 43rd Regiment. who was 
killed in the breach, His Majesty has sustained the losa of an 
officer '''40 was an ornament to his profession, and was capA.hle of 
rendering the most important services to his country." 

M'Leod, who had only attained his twenty~seventh 

year, was buried amid springing corn, on tlla slope of & 

hill opposite to the regimental camp. Six sorrowing 
he.'\r ts, the only officers of the 43rd aLlo to stand. bid him 
in his grave. His brother officers, des irous of recording 
their affection and reape('t, erect-cd a monument to his 
memory ill W estminster Abbey, on which is engraved 
the abovc ('"(tract. 

The day following the fall of Badajoz, M Lieutenant 
Pollock lay suffering in his tellt, a private of his 
oompany brought him an offering of three fin e fowlA, 
remarking t1l:lt they would make good broth. This 
man had been mther a disorderly chamcter, alld Pollock 
had on many occasions administered ptmiRhments. He 
was therefore surprised by the act, a.nd &'\id, "Howard, 
you are the Jat:<t man in the company from whom I 
should expect such attention." "Bir," replied Howard, 
"I have gratitude. You miglit lw.ve had me fiogg<,d 
twenty timeij; but, Sir, you always punished me your~ 
self, and I have gmtitude." 

This anecdote proves the fallacy erroneously held hy 
many, that the British soldier is a mere machine, devoid 
of susceptibility and generosity of feeling towards hi!:! 
officers. Let officers but treat their men as brethren, with 
compatible kindness and consideration, and no attachment 
will be closer knit or more enduring. Such was the 
system iuculoated in the 43rd. 

The Britieh camp at Badajoz broke up on the 11th, 
leaving a corpe w repair the defences, under General 
Grabam, .ft.r .... rd. Lord Lynedocb. 

Soon after Brevet.-Major William Ns~;pier joined and 



Historical Rlcords of the 1812. 

assumed the command. Major Hearne succeeded to the 
lieut.-colonelcy of the lamented M'Leod, and Napier 
became regimental major. 

While the Britiijh army was engaged before Badajoz, 
Marshal Marmont enwred Portugal, having masked Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and threatened an a.5s.'lult on Almeida. On the 
12th of June the British army, in concentrated force, 
crossed the river Aguada, the Light Division leading the 
centre column, and after a long march took up a position 
in front of Salamanca-the French, under Marmont, being 
about two miles distant. On the 16th July the Light 
Division, by a night march, moved to Castl'ijon. The 
French retired from Ralamanca, leaving 800 mcn to 
garrison tLe three torts, when tile 6th Division took 
p08S!jssion of the town, and St. Vincente being in flames, 
the enemy permitted our troops to MCend the ureaches 
without opposition. 

On the 18th of July, Marmollt, with his whole force, 
H.ppeared before Castrijon, making a very determined 
attempt to cut off the Light aud 4th Divisions. So 1'e· 
solutely did he press forward that frequently durillg the 
day the advanced columns were marching abreast of each 
other within musket range, yet so steadily was the retreat 
conducted, that little loss resulted. 

On the 19th Lord Wellington rode up to Lieutenant 
Wilkinson of the 4-3rd, on picket, and asked, "What are 
the eDemy doing? " Wilkinson replied, "The French 
arc in motion." ~ The Oommander-in-Chief said, "Yes.
to the right, now," and ordered the 1st. Brigade of the 
Light Division to make a corresponding movement. 

On the 21st both armies crossed to the left bank of th8 
Tormes. This movement was made after dark, under an 
appalling storm of thunder and lightning, of which the 
flashes were so vivid as to daze and blind the men for 
minutes together. The British again took up the position 
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of St. Cristoval, when the Light Division formed the 
extreme let\ as a check upon the attitude assumed by 
the rigllt Division of the French army. 

On the afternoon of the 22nd Marmont made a. sudden 
movement to the left, and attempted to cut in on the British 
communications with Portugal: Wellington instantly 
seized the opportunity, and gave the signal for a general 
attack. 

BATTLE OF SALAMANCA. 

This was the first general action in the Peninsular Wat" 
where Lord W-ellington at.tacked. The battle began on 
the right, wllCre t11c 3rd Division, 1lIIder Major-General 
Pakenham, cnrried everything before them. The 4th 
and 5tIl Divisions assai led the French centre, while Pack's 
brigade of Portuguese, more to the left, followed the ex
ample, but wail repulsed. Ry G o'clock the battle was at its 
height. The Prince of Orange', A.D.C., then rode up; and 
ordered the Light Divi'"ion to move on tIle Jeft attack, in 
open columns, which t.hey did, and theu closed to quarter 
distance. 'rhe shades of evening were beginning to fan 
when the enemy made their last effort, amid flashes of 
cannon and small arms. Lord Wellington WaB within 
fifty yards of the front when the advance commenced 
firing. As he passed the 43rd, he called out, H Come, fix 
your bayonets, my brave fellow!;," which they instantly 
obeyed, and were upon the point of charging, when the 
enemy, having fired a volley or two, which passed mostly 
over their heads, disappeared. 

" In the baltIe of Salamanca. the 43rd led the heavy 
column employed to drive back Fay's DivisioQ. and seize 
tLe ford of Huerta, and on that occasion the Regiment 
made a very extraordinary advance in line for a distance 
of three miles nnder a cannonade, which, though not 
heavy was constant, with as clear and firm a line as at 
a review. What renders the march moTl': remarkable is 
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that it ~as made afte\ dark; the Regiment kept its line 
simPly by the touch to the·'Cen.tre; "od the late-General 
Shaw Kennedy, who commanded the left. centre eOJ:Ilpany 
o~ that occasion, declar;ed that tb{'j line was ~ well kept 
as to have been able at an:r moment to fiTe 3 . volley and 
charge with the bayonet. Major Napier rode during the 
whole tim~ in front of the left centre company, and from 
time to time joked with Captain Shaw on the safety of 
the humble pedestrian compared with the lot of a mounted 
Qffi~F, as the r01ll1d shot all flew over the heads of the 
'men on foot.''-

The advance and beari~g of the regiment on this occa· 
sion so delighted Lord Wellington, that tllC fonawing 
lIlorning, durin~ breakfast, it was thG theme of his 
repeated encomium and admiration. 

As night ad,:anced firing ceased, and the French made 
no further resistance. Marrnont being severely wounded, 
Clausel assumed command and conducted the retrcat. 

This battle served to show the decline of the French 
power and prestige in Europe, and placed for the first 
time our army in a position free to pursue the enemy at 
pleasUle. It was foughtoD a Sunday, and lasted six bours. 
The inhabita.nts of Salamanca. crowded the churches, offer~ 
ing up players and thanksgivings for the buccess of the 
British arms. 

The Light Division continued ita movement, and 
bivouacked at midll1ght round a village. The lOBS of the 
Fre'lch ex<:eeded ~ 2,000. The allies had 694 killed, and 
42,70 wounded; of which numbers, 2714 were British, 
1'652 Portuguese, and the larg~balance of/our Spaniards. 
The proportion of officers was very great. The 43rd had 
1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, and 13 rank and 
file, wounded. The officers were Captain William Haver
field and Lieutenant George Rideout. 

.As morning da~ed the Light Division advanced, 
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formed ~ rna.v~1 wh'ile die heavy' German Ilragoone- made 
a brilliant charge, brealrii:tg~·the enem"y"s reat-guard" 
posted on the heigh~ 'Of :La. Sernn, - Bud took several' 
hundred pris6nere befor& they ha~ time·ttJ complete their 
squares. Clause1 theD carrieq his army off, marching 
fifty miles in thirty-six hours. On the 28th the Light. 
Division bivouacked round "Imedo.) ,!ller.e .t9Fd Wel
lington gave a ball. a general inyitation to all ()ffieers 
being issued. 

The enemy continued his fl ight oyer the DQuro. WlIile 
the impedimenta of the 43nl was crossing. an officer.·s 
'batman of the regiment wIth · a potly, got: out of 
llib depth, and Loth wele quickly cnrried. aown the 
stream. Tbo soldier diMln.incd, eyen a.t the' risk ot 
life, to quit his chargl', nnd held Oll until a rope wa.s 
tl,rown to him, Ly aid of which he couve:yed the littro 
animal and his lIlabier's portmanteau safe on shore. On 
the 30th Lord 'Vellingtoll enieted Yn lladolid, Clausd 
clcariug out rapidly on his npIJruaeit, nnd in hi!! lltlrry 
leav,ug behind seventeen picec8 of altiHery, considerable 
stores, with 800 sick alld wounded. The hends of our 
columns were now directed toward~ Madrid, but want 
of necessary supplies retardC'd operations, and only by dint 
of stringent exertion were partial proyi&ions provided. 

King J oseph, who, hoping to snpport 'Marmont, had 
advanced, now rapidly fell Lack, literally flitting through 
his capital. On the 9th of August Wellington's head
quarters were at 81. lldefdnso, and on the two following 
days his victorious troops, defiling by the passes of. 
Guadarama. and Naval Serrada, crot;Sed the mountain!} 
and gained the plain in which Madrid is situated, 'fhe, 
Light Division bivouacked in the park of the Escuria.l, 
from whence the 43rd, commanded by Major Napier, 
marched into tlle city. On the 12th Lord Wellington 
entered Madrid at the head of his army, ann was received 
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with intense and natural excitement. He proceeded at 
once to reconnoitre the defences of the Retiro, where 
Joseph had left a garrison. On the following eY~ning the 
outer fortification of a tripIt: line of defence was forced 
amI next morning the FTench commandant surrendered; 
his garrison, amounting to 2000 men, Leing taken prisoners 
of war. An arsen~l containing 20,000 stand of arms, 180 
pi~ces of artillery, military stores of cyery description, 
and two eagles, rewarded the victors. 

The troops were quartered in various conventA and 
monasteries, while the officers luxuriated in splendid 
palaces and villas; rather a contrast to their previous sixty 
nights' quarters, where the heavons had Leen their oilly 
canopy, muddy fi elds and wet blankets their only couch, 
1l.nd coveriug. One of the young subs. of the 43rd found 
himself tolJ off to a. bed of down hung with white satin cur
tains and long gold-bullion fringes, the. whole surrounded 
by a gilt helmet and waving plumes of ostrich featber. 

As the Madrilcllos Legan to reflect on the possible 
restomtion of French rule. their goodwill cooled, and 
their vivas grew fainter wllCU called upon to furnish 
supplies. Supplies of all kinds in .Madrid were at that 
timo exorbitantly dear,- an hypothesis not easily ex
plained, seeing that the inhabitants lived almost entirely 
on fruit and vegetables, regaruing Gaspachio - soupe 
maigre - composed of water, garlic, and onions, as a. 
sumptuous repast . 
• On the 22r.d a detachment from the 2nd Battalion 

joined. Ita strength on landing at Lisbon was-4 
captains, 7 lieutenants, 5 ensigns, and 200 rank and file; 
but, whether owing to the intense beat or the injudi
cious marching in the sun, only 3 captains, 2 lieutenants, 
1 ensign, 2 sergeants, and 18 rank and file reached 
Madrid. Many perished from fever and ague, and 1 
captain, .5 lieutenants, 4 ensigns, 2 sergeants, a.nd 182 



1812. 43rd Light hrfatttry 

rank and file, were left sick at various hospital statinU9 
between Lisbon and Madrid. Lieutenant Fidlor expired 
at Madrid from the effects of the march. War carnes 
many destroying adjuncts in its train beyond the deadly 
casualties of the field . 

.An empty money chest, difficulty in procuring suste
nance, combined with a menacing conc~tration of French , 
troops, determined Lord '''ellington on the capture of 
Burgos as a point d'appui. Accordingly he sent forward 
three divisions, with some POliug'ueBe and cavalry, 
following in persall all SetltL'lllb{' l' 1. The att.nck failed, 
.1.UU Sault now approaching- iu force from the south lea. to 

a retreat towardR the floutiers of Portugal. 
Hill, in command of the divi"ioll at Madrid, Jeft the 

capital, retiring blowly towards Salamancn, in order to' 

keep commuuicatioll Opell witI) the m:lin body. On the 8th 
of November a jUllctiolJ was efTcetcu at AlLa de 'fannes, 
and by the 12th the whoh· Briti::.h army, with a Call

~iJel'a~le numLer of Sp:lnislt hf)op~, wftS a8bcmLled ut 
:::>alamanca. 

Soult had arrived and t .... l.ken supreme command on 
precisely the same position occupied hy MUl'mont on the 
22nd of July. Lord '''ellington wished and waited for 
a great battle there; Lut the French Marshal hesit..'l.ted. 
Corunna had taught him of wlmt stuff an English army 
was composed, when they turned and stood at bay on 
ground of their own bcleC'tioll. On t}w 14th. Nov. all 
left Salamanca and moved towards Alba de Tormes, the 
enemy llaving crossed two leagues above that town. 
Under a fire of cannon, 'VeUington made a reconnois
sance, and found tbem strongly posted on the left of the 
Tormes, at Mozarbes. The English ad vance fell back, 
the baggage anima.ls were ordered to the rear, and all 
moved towa~ the forest in dense columns by ooh(>lon of' 
divisions. The Light Division acted aEl rear~guard. 
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-- ---- - - ---------
COMBAT OF THE HUEBRA. 

Next A.M., as the men were roasting acorns to sl\tisfy 
the cravings of hunger, after passing a wretched night of 
unmitigated rain under the trees, a.n officer suddenly 
espied French heavy cavalry stealing through the wo~, 
who would have taken ~im prisoner, but for the speed of 
his English horse. Passing at full gallop, he exclaimed, 
"The enemy's cavalry! faIl in!" Instantly the division 
r.eizeJ their arms, debouched, and fanned in contiguous 
columns, horse artillery filling up the intervals. In the 
afternoon, a report spread that the baggage had been cap
tured, and Lieut.-General Sir Edward Paget, second in 
command, taken. This In,,t nlmour proved correct, and 
happened on the road the division was compelled to 
traverse. Lord 1Vellitlgton now joined, and rode on the left 
flank of dIe column. The enemy's infan try, mixed with 
cavalry, hegan to come up iu force . Wellington made 
a. sweep round the column t~ look for the best fighting 
ground, :llld Wh€,H tIle division emerged from the forest 
they were saluted 011 tIle Jeft by a numhcr of the enemy's 
guns posted ~11 a high hill just above San MunDI':. 

They at o.vce broke illto double time across the plaill, 
and madri for the ford of the river IIuebra. The 7th 
division was already formed in dose column on the 
opposite siJe, suffering tenibly from the effect of round 
shot. Two squadrons of heavy dragoons protected the 
brigade of the Light DiviliZion. All plunged into 
the water ullder sharp artillery practice, scrambled up 
the steep bank on the other side, callsing momentary 
confusion. Lord Wellington rode up in front of No.1 
company of the 43rd, and regarding them placidly, simply 
said, "The enemy must not cross here." At that moment 
a round shot carried off one of the legs of Lieutenant 
George Rideout of the regiment, and knocked a German 
hussar from his horse. 

Lieutenant Rideout died from the effect of the shock. 



UGHT DIVISION THEATRE. 

GAL LEG 0 S. 
Ou Saturday Evening, the 6th. of Mareh, 1813. 

W I L T. II E PER~' l) II M g n, 

FOR TUN E' S FRO L I C. 

Hubin HOII,lrhe!l.d, 
F;"m;k" 

Mr. Fnmk,. 
Hattie, 
Clown, 
SerVd.III, 

Mil's Nallcy, 
Dolly, 
Margery, 
Villab>'el'll, &('. 

MEN. -Lt. Henne], 43d. He~t. 
Lt. PatteJlAOn, 43d. HIi'gl. 
Lt. l'embt-rton. 95th. Regt. 
Lt. Havelock, 431/. Regt. 
TA. Hopewood. 95th. R('gt. 
Lt. Hamilton, 951h. ~~I. 

W 0 i\l E N. 

Lt. LQrd C. Spencer, 9.'ith. Hegt. 
Lt. lIMe. C. Gure, 43(1. Hegt. 
Lt. Grubbe, 43d. Regt. 

TO wmen WILl, UE ADO}:O 'nIE FARCE OJ' 

HA HUNG THE WIND. 

Plainway, 
Fp,iflWOll'd, 
Diddler, 
Sam, 
Richard, 
Waiter, 

MEN. -Lt. Patten9011, 4341. &gt. 
Lt. Hopewood, 95th. Regt. 
Capt. Cator, Royal Artillery. 
Lt. Hennel, 43d. Regt. 
Lt. Consi<1ine, 43d. Reg-t. 
Lt. Hamilton, 95th Regt. 

WOMEN. --Peggy, Lt. Ed. Freer, 48d: Regt. 
Miu DUTabJe, Clipt. Hobkirk, 43d. Regt. 

NO ADMITTANCE BEHIND THE SCENES. 

VIVAT WELLINGTON. 
[PllDIUD Ar l'uUDA.l 
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At the battle of Salamanca he had been struck by a ball, 
and also. slightly wounded at Badajoz. He was much 
liked and. esteemed in the regiment, and was afterwards 
buried by the side of General Craufurd at Ciudad 
Rodrigo. Three companies of the 43rd, which bad been 
left in the wood, crossed the Buehta at full speed pursued 
hy the f'nemy, with the round shot of both annies flying 
over their heads; but they at last witlldrew, and the divi
sion bwouackcd for the night, enteling on Ciudad 
Rodrigo the following day, and thus ended what is 
termed the retreat of Burgos. 

The loss of the 43rd at the passage of tll(' HucbTa 
consisted of Lieutenant Rideout and Baillie. wounded; 
I sergeant killed, Hnd 1 sergeant awl 10 mnk and file 
wounded; 3 Rergeants and 22 rank alld file were missing, 
of whom some wele taken, and others dieJ. of wound~, 
fatigue, or privation. 

Many men of the regilllent, who hnd been with Sir 
John Moore, declared that the retreat from Salamanca; 
though shorter, waf) quite HS severe as that to Corunua.· 
There they were amply pl'ovisioned; here neither bread 
nor biscuit was forthcoming, owing to the c~pable neglect 
of the comillisbariat. In consequence, the commissary
general of the Light Division was dihlllisscd, and the 
underlings tried by court-martial. 

The British army then went into winter cantonments. 
The Light Division remained near Rodrigo; the head
quarters of the 1st Briga.de, to wlJlch .the 43rd was 
attached, being at Gallegos. Lord Wellington established 
his headquarters· at Frenada, within the frontiers of 
Portugal. During the winter both men and officers. 
among their relaxations, amused themselves by getting 
up private theatricals. The 43rd came out particularly 
strong, evincing unrivalled talent in the histrionic art. 
The appended play-bill,;' • fao-similc of one of their 
programmes ;-
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It must be owned that considerable dissatisfaction 
reigned in England that greater results had .not been 
achieved by t.he eventful campaign of 1812. Dezzled by 
its opening brilliancy, the nation anticipated an uninter
rupted series of decisive victories. Ballasteros, the Spa.nish 
General, whose disobedient and wrong-headed conduct 
rendered tIle retreat from the capital imperative, and 
whose pride and jealousy went far to imperil the whole of 
the British army, had the hardihood to reflect upon the 
Commander-in-Chief for relinquishing Madrid, and failing 
to capture Burgos. The Government Opposition papers 
caught up the protest, and inserted many trenchant ann 
stronganimadversiolls. Lord ·Wellington's own brief and 
h::aJy words ofter the most terse and truthful commentary 
on Li~ adopted. policy. "I am much afraid," he wrote, 
"from what I see in the newspapers, that tlle public will 
be mudl dil'..'lppointed at tIle H!Sult of the campaign, not
witllf.tallding that it ih, in fact, the mo~t successful in all 
its circumstrmccl:l, and has produced, for tIle common call Be 

'more important results than any in which the British army 
has beeu engaged for the Jast century. We have taken 
Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, and Salamanca., and the Retiro 
has 8urrendt!reJ. . In the mean time the AlJies have taken 
Astorga, Consucgra, and Glludalaxara, besides other places, 
In the ten months elapsed since January, this army has 
sent to England little short of 20,000 prisoners, and they 
have taken and debtroyed, or retained for their own use, 
t.he enemy's arsenals in Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Sala
manca, Vallaaolid, Madrid, Astorga, Seville, and the lines 
before Cadiz, &c. Upon the whole ;e have taken or 
destroyed, or we now possess, little short of 3000 pieces of 
cannon. The siege of Cadiz has been raised, and aU the 
country south of the Tague..flaa been cleared of the 
enemy," 


