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'fhe Russian catastrophe not only prevented Napoleon 
f~m reinforcing his armies in Spain, but obliged.him to 
recall Soult, with 20,000 men; 70,000 remained, besides 
t.hose under Suchet in the eastern provinces, and were 
then placed under command of General Reille, having 
headquarters at VaI1adolid. The army of the centre, 
under Drollet, was distributed round Madrid, while t.hat of 
the south Lad its headquarters at 'roledo. Nominally, 
these forces were under King .Toseph, but practically 
handled by Marshal Jourdain. Clausel and Foy com~ 
:nanded separntc di visions in Arragon and Biscay. The 
Spa'n ish Government nominatcrl the Marquis of Wellington 
their Commander-in-Cilief. But his reliable forces only 
cOllsisted of ahout :1G,OOO Britj~J I and Porhlg uese infantry, 
with 6000 cavalry. 

Early in April tile 43rd n:-ceind a (Iraft from England 
of 1 captain, () snbalterm;, () p,crgcanfr<, and 180 rank and 
file. On the day of their ~lXrival the Light Division, com· 
manded by Major-Geneml A ] U.'ll , formed in line and passed 
in review before Lord We.Ilillgton. The 431'0 mustered 10 
captains, 29 subalterns, alld 80 mon per compan'y. 

Active operations commenced in the middle of May, and 
in le8s than five weeks the main army of the French, under 
Joseph Buonaparte, was driven from Portugal to the Py­
renees. On the 2Cth of Ma.y the divi"ion ha-Hed in ~ wood 
below Salamanca.· Next day the 43rd went into t.he town, 
and although the French had only left tht" previous night, 
t.he inhabitants appeared quite tranquil, with their shops 
open and trade stirring. Te Deum was performed in the 
.catht:dral, before Lord 'V ellington and the principal civil 
~nd military authorities; the forme.r appearing in a grey 
frock coat, white tie, old 8w~rd, a.nd pocked hat, while 
Ce.'8tafios and anot~er Spl¥li~h .g~neral by hra side were 
m grande tenue. . 
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On'tle 1st of June the Light Division paMed the 

Oouoo, and encamped: by Toro. The whole army moved 
f9TWaro from Braganza in three columns, and on the 
12th the Light Division arrived at HOfmillas. 1:he day 
,after, a. loud explosion wa.s heard, which proved to be the 
blowing up of the works of the castle of Burgos by 
the enemy before retreating. On the 15th the pivision 
reached the valley of the Ebro, where, encountering a 
party of sturdy swarthy peasant women laden with sup­
plics of fresh Asturias butter,.t~le 43rd-not having tasted 
that luxury for upwards of two years-purchased largely, 
calculatillg on thus securing a rare evening banquet" 
At, ill.luck would lmve it, they reckoned without their 
lJU~t, for the commissariat again proved deficient, and 
neither bread nor biscuit waH atta.inable. 

Durillg the Peninsular 'Var the peas..,\Dtry living on the 
line of march were put to desperate straits to preserve 
their poultry. The moment no detachment marched into a 
village, fowls, ducks, geese, and turkeys were demanded . 
.At lengtJl the owners of brood-hens and patriarchal 
ganders used, as soon as the drum was heard, to lock 
them up in chests and presses where darkness ensured 
silence, nnd in reply to inquiries protested that their last 
visitors had 6.'1.ten up the whole. For a time this device 
succeeded; but one day a Rhrewd old campa.igner carried 
a live duck he had coutn ved to borrow into :1 farm-house 
where it had beeu solemnly declared not a feathered 
denizen remained. He then pinched the creature until 
loud repetitions of ,. quack! quack!" ~ere extorted, and 
dil'ooUy a _simultaneous reply resounded from all the 
boxes &nd cupboards in the room, to the 'Utter despair of 
the Spaniah farmer. In a twinkling the test beeam<! 
general. 

On the 1'8th the Light Division suddenly cam. upon 
two brigagOi of M,.ucane's division, inflicting 'IP""~, . 



severe loss. The 43rd managed to Sf'cure: the baggage 
and stores belonging to the Frencll"medical department.. . 

The Division arrived at Subijana de Morill1lS, and· .on 
the 20th the allies halted between the Bay ... ~bd the 
Zadorra, tha.t the columns might doSe up "" before the 
premeditated attack on Vittoria. Lord. WelJingtmi ex­

amined. the ground, but high ridges of hills interccp~ 
the view of the city and of the enemy's positron. 

BA 1'TLF. Of V I'f'TORIA. 

On t.he 21stof July the Light Division moved forward. 
Before dawn It heavy shower of min fell, hut with day­
light the clouds dispersed, and the sun rose ill splendour" 
On ascending a rising ground the whole Frcllch anny 
became visible, drawn up in two lines. i'he river Zadorra. 
was in front, and it was necess-"uy to carry several bridges 
before act.ion ill t.he centre could Le commenccd. 

At half-past eleven o'clock, Wellington Jed the way by 
a hollow road, followed by the Light Division, whom he 
placed unobserved amongst some trees exactly opposite to 

the enemy's centre, and within two hundred yards of the 
village of VilloIes, proposed to Le c.'wried at the point 
of the bayonet. .A. Spanish peasant now reported that 
the enemy had left 0116 of the bridges unprotected, and 
offered to conduct the Division. The right brigade, pre· 
ceded by the 1st Rifles, instantly moved for the bridge 
indicated, which was passed at. a run, and' ~ steep road 
a~ended, where a hen.vy column of French "'as 
descried on the principal hill commanding a. bird's-eye 
view of the brigade. Luckily, however, the forma.tion of 
the gro-q,od presented a sort of natural tete.d~ behind 
which ,the. regimen~ formed. 

Two tmmd shots came amongst them, the second of 
.which ae""red the head from the body of their guide; 
1",* .;1, · ... 011 QO~oealed were the ooldi .... ..tho< J;be enemy 
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cea.eed firing. The situation of the 43rd and the Ist 
Brigade was most extraordinary; at the elbow of the 
French position, isolated from the rest of the army, within 
a hundred yards of the enemy's advance, and absolutely 
occupying .part of their po8ition on tbe left of the river. 
~o attempt was made by the French to dislodge them. 
El Roy Josepb, surrounded by at least 5000 men, was 
witllin a few hundred pa.ces. Sir James Kempt, alarmed 
at the critical position of the brigade, sent for the 15th 
Hussars, who galloped forward singly up the steep, and 
dismounted ·in rear of the centre. The French dragoons 
then advanced within fifty yards to examine the strength 
of our force, but a few allOts from thH Rifles ·sent them 
to the right about. 

This Rtatc of affairs lasted for half-an-hour, when the 
centre of the enemy drew off towards Vittoria, and the 
3rd Division debouched rapidly from the rocks about 
1tJendoz3. 

As General Graham reached the neighbourhood of 
Reille's position, the French flanks being tllTcatened) 
they ret.ired. So soon as the 3rd Division had closed up, 
Picton placed them, supported by the 4th, exactly opposiu. 
to the French centre. l'be 7th Division crOEl8ed above" 
Tres Puentes, supported by the 2nd brigade of the Light 
Division, Ilnd forced tile heights of Margarita. 

The enemy baving taken up a second position, upon 
Gomechat the battle recommenced by a discharge on the 
3rd Division as they deployed into line. The 43rd closed 
up in support, when they carried the village of Ariyez, 
the enemy's artillery being at that time within 200 yards 
of the 4irdt ploughing up the ground in their rea.r. 

The first round shot was a spent one, which hit the 
ground near the centre of the regiment, bounded over 
the men's heads, striking the Colonel on "I1:le arm, but 
doing no mischief beyond that of a. momental"l,. b~ow. 
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Soon after, Q shell burst, a.bout six yards from tbe oontN>, 
but the men lay down and no harm accrued. The next 
round chot struck the 17th Portuguese, III clO9& column, 
not a yard from the spot which the 43rd colours had 
just left, and only ten or twelve off them, killing a ser· 
gea.nt anq taking a leg from each of the ensigns. 

By six o'clock the centre of the British army had 
gained five miles from their st.'1.rting point, vigorously 
driviug the enemy, :\1ld by half-past the advance reached 
within one mile of Vittori:1. There the French made a 
third btand, and bhowed such an imposing fl'ont that the 
left ceutre of the Allies 1 cDlailled at bay. NiglJt approach­
ing, Lord WpI1ington detE'rmiucd to win the lmttle before 
dark, and OIdct.:cd the ·HIt Division on the right of the 
Light 101'wa1d. 'With n rUl:.h the'Y hroke a dense French 
corps, who quickly rctiled In one confuflCd mass 

The scene tllen presenting il l:.elf llru,j been gmphically 
described; the valley crowded with red bodies of infantry 
and smoking nrtiBcry, "hile tilC cavalry eagcdy lookro 
for an opening to gallop into the town. Tho enemy 
withdrew the right of their army behind the left as the 
only chance of retiring in anything like a compact body, 
sn.crificing all their cannon, with the exception of two 
pieces tak4!ll in the I:.llbsequcnt pursuit. 'l'}le road to 

• 
Pampeluna was crowdl.."d by carringes freigllted with 
terrified women alld chlldrcn, waggonH laden with specie, 
wounded soldiers, and ammunition, and interspersed by 
droves .of oxen, sheep, pigs, and mules. Oue figure was 
ludicrously conspicuous; the diminutive French pay· 
maater.genera~ attired in most fantastic garb and powdered 
wig, offered gold doubloons to our dragoolli as they 
passed, beseeching th~r protection. King Joseph left his 
carriage- and bag~ge in the streets. The wife of the 
Fr.ench general Gazan was taken a. short distance from 
the i9Wn. 

N 2 
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V ariona ex~BSe8 were committed, but the greater part 
of the booty was appropriated by the camp followers. 
The 1st Brigade of the Light Division, in which was 
the 43rd, marched steadily through the strange and 
stirring scene, and not a man attempted to quit the 
ranks. They bivouacked a league beyond Vittoria; and 
laying aside their arms and packs, the weary· and half· 
famished soldiers immediately set to work to capture the 
sheep and goats running wildly about, and to secure 'sacks 
of corn and flour lying by the road side. 

Night ended the battle of Vittoria. The British loss 
was returned at 3308; Spanish and Portuguese. at 1602; 
the French at upwards of 6000; 14-3 brass cannon were 
left on the field. AU who read tlw details and look on 
a plMI of this battle will see tl)at it was one of continuous 
movement; much ground being passed over qn both sides 
between sunrise and sunset. At Salamanca the French 
sustained a great overthrow, and abandoned the field in 
haste and confusion :- 3t Vittoria--they were utterly 
routed and scattered like a flock of sheep. 

The casualties in the 43rd were comparatively trifling : 
1 bugler, and 2 rank anu fil e, killed; Brevet-Major 
DuJly. Lieutenant Houlton, and 20 rank and file, wounded. 

On the 20th thc Light Division pursued the French 
toward!; PampelunH., and as they went along, some officers 
of the 43rd observed a gun with eight horses and m~les 
lying in a ditch. With exertion and difficulty it was 
resclloo, and-as i~ usual-the animals sold by auction for 
the benefit of the Division. The only remaining gun car­
ried off by the enemy from Vittoria was captured on this 
same day by Lieutenant Fitzmaurice and three men 
of the rifle COrp8. Villalba was reached on the 25th, 
when the baggage came up. .A.lI wer~ in high spirits 
anticipating an early entry into the renowned city of 
Saragossa, when the Ene of march waS unexpeotedly 
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changed, and the Division passing Pampeluna advancen 
towards yera by a. narrow road blocked up by large 
stones detacbed from overhanging cliffs, running along 
the right bank of the Bidassoa. Suddenly they were 
hailed by Rome Spaniards posted as sentinels, while a 
vidette 0'£ the enemy's cbasaeurs a cbe .... a.} a.ppeared Oll 

the brink of the crags. 
Part of the division had been already sent. to keep 

a. look~out up the road leading to the heights of Echalar; 
before the mouth of the defile was reached a murmur 
from the head of the column proclaimed the enemy at 
hand, and mUle of musketry l'esounued. Lieutenant 
Baillie of the 43rd, who had been amusing himself with 
a volume of Gillllas, could hardly tuck it into his breast 
pocket before a ball buried itself in the middle of the 
book, and knocked him off his horse. The bullet was 
afterwards I:lliown as a. curiosity, from the fact that the 
silk braiding of the pelisse was indented in the leaden 
surface; a fragment had been carried into the compressed 
leaves and remained tigbtly twisted round the ball The 
43rd attacked the enemy stationed behind orchards and 
stone walls, and driving them out, then E\upported the 
Rifles in their advance llpon the heights of 811.ot& Barbara, 
which they compel1ed the French to abandon; and the 
front being now cleared, the Division halted within half a 
mile of Vera. In this affair, which occurred on the 15th 
of July, the 43rd had 12 rank and file wounded. 

The right of the enemy immediatety opposed to. the 
Light Division rested on a rock nearly perpendicular at 
an elbow of the Bidassoa overlooking the marketrsquare 
of Vera. Their centre crowned the heights on each side of 
the Pucrta de Vera; their left e,xtending to the base 
of La. Rhune. Our troops then re-entered the mouth of the 
pa... The lot Brigade oaoended the heights of Santa 
Barba.ra.; the 2nd occupied Do rising grouml to protsot 
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the entrance of the defile leading to San Estevan, and 
pickets were pushed close up to Vera. The whole allied 
anny took up the lofty chain of the Pyrenees, 10 cover 
Pampcluna and St. Sebastian. The position extended for 
thirty-eight miles as the crow fiies, but nearer sixty for 
troops to tra"erse. 

Napoleon was at Dresdt::ll, after his victories at Lutzen 
and Bautz6n, when, 011 the 4th of Jtllle, tidiugs reached 
him that Wellington had crossed the ELra. He itnme­
diately ordered Soult to the south to endeavour to retrieve 
matters. On the 13th of July the Marshal arrived at ~t. 
Jean Pied de P ort, ha.ving collected nearly 40,000 mell, 
issued a stirring proclamation, aud prepared for a grand 
offensivo movement. Three divisions more, amountillg 
to 20,000 under Count d'Edon, were destined to force the 
passes of Maya. His double object wns to raise the block­
ade of Pampeluna and relieve St. Sebastian. On the 
25th Sir Thomas G-mham's attempt to storm that fortress 
failed, and Oll the same day Soult commenced llis series 
of operations against Byng'tI brigade and Cole's division, 
nmollgsttllo roeb of Al to1iserlr. Lord \Ve1lillgton turned 
the &iege of Ht. Sebastian into a. blockade, and put his whole 
force in motion to resist the machillatioos of the Freoc1. 

Tho Light Division remaiued in iront of Vera, until 
the morning of the 27th of July, when finding that the 
7th Division had quitted the heights of Echalar, by which 
their right .flank was exposed, the 1st Brigade descended 
quietly from Sanh Barbara, and all concentrated behind 
the defile on the road to Lazaca. They cros~ed the Bidassoa 
and encamped on the mountain of Santa Cruz, from 
whence they still had a view of the French bivouac. On 
the following day the battle before Pampeluna Was fought, 
thirty miles to the rear of the Light Division; but, from 
its entlplgled situation amongst the mountains, the result 
was unknown until three days after. 
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The Light Division having completely lost trace of the 
army, continued, during the 28th, in position at Santa 
Cruz; but at sunset, not without misgivings, began to 
deBC6lld a rugged pass, in hopes of cutting in upon the 
high roau between Pam pel una and Tolosa. To increase 
their perplexities, night set in so dark that ~e men could 
no longer see each otller as they floundered and stumbled 
over the jagged rocks and brushwood. Daybreak re. 
rovea!ed the greater part of the 1st Brigade scattered 
over the Bte~p. They then grouped together, taking ~e 
only discernible path, a11d luckily soon fell in with a 
mounted officer Bcnt to direct them towards Leyza, where 
the rest of the Division were already in bivouac. 

The French, who bad suffered terribly in what are 
called the Battles of the Pyrenees, continued to retreat by 
t,he roads of lton <;csvallcs, Maya, and Donnn Maria, fol­
lowed by five victorious divisions of fhe British. On the 
evening of t.he 31st, although obliquely to the real' of the 
pursuers, orders were given to overtake the euerny, aud 
to attack wherever practicable. Accordingly, the Light 
Division got ullder arms in the middle of the night, aud 
began to move. 

Towards mid.day on the 1st of August, having already 
marched twenty-four miles, the regiments descended into 
a deep valley, and drew up in column to reconnoitre the 
right flank of the French, still hovering in the neighbour­
hood of Esrevan. After halting one hour, the movement 
waa continued, and for three more the Division continued 
to clamber up rugged acclivities, by still more rugged 
paths. By four o'clock, P.M., a flying dust was observed, 
glietening \'I'ith the bright vivid fiaabes of small arms, on 
the right of the Bidassoa, and in the valley of Lerins. A 
cry instantly resounded, " The enemy!" By seven o'clock 
the Division having marched nearly forty miles ip nine­
teen houre, it was ah!olute1y necessary to balt the 2nd 
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Brigade near Arallza as a rallymg point.' fie ,gallant. 
1.st Briga.de still held aD, and reached the 8uminit of a 
lofty precipice overlookipg the enemy, within a 8oone's 
throw of the river which eeparated them, The French 
were wedged in on the otLer side by a narrQw toad with 
inaccessible Iocks. They no sooner descried the brigade 
than a panic seemed to seize them, indescribable confusion 
prevai1ed, and they made a TUsh up the: pass of Echalar, 
throwing down and trampling upon thei" own wound.ea 
and _.dYing, whil\} many .of their cava,lry', . horses .aDd 
rfdet:S: were precipitated in'OO the riYer. 
,Some fired vertically _at the Brititlb, while their 

woundec1 prayed for quarter, pOinting to, their dead. and 
~yjllg. OJ.Jcrs were given p to support the Rifles.. while 
they repulsed the enemy, \\>ho had erossed over by the 
bTidg~ of Yanzi in order to enable the tail M their 
co)umns to gat off. '1'he Lridge being seized, the whole 
of the French baggage, with many prisoners, fell into the 
hands of the Britit>h columns followillg from San Estevan. 

'"Thu8 ended one of the most ha.rassing. marches ever 
performed . 

. Next moming t1H:l brigade -6Jed across tbe bridge, and 
a sma]) force was detached to guard the road towards 
Eehalar, until the 2nd Brigade ~me up; when the Di­
-visipn ' again ascended the heights of Santa Barbara. 
As the pickets could not enter the' valley untij the right 
was c1eared, and the enemy pushed from the mountain 
of l:Jcbalar, the lilt Hifies, supported by five companies l)f 
the 43rd clambered up. '1'he soldiers, having been for 
two days without Rustenance, were so weak ~~ey oo1.Jld 
scarcely stand. Fortunately an excellent commissa~r 
overtook the Division, and rations weFe ·Sf;:r.:ved out, w¥ch 
the men devoured in the aot of priming and loading. for 
the attack. . 

~nvisible firing commenced, all being envelo~ in fog, 



and as,the oomoatantA were literally contending in th~ 
clouds, it was impossible to ascertain which> side was. 
getting the best of it~ As daylight waned a.ll firing 
ceased, and the French Light Infantry we,e dislodged 
from the fnountain. 

St:CONlJ ASSAULT> AND STORlf1NG OF S"T. SEBA.i!TIAN'. 

The first unsuecessful attempt to carry St. Sebastian 
cost the British 66 officers and 570"'mell, killed, ~ound~, 
or prisoners.. Lord WellingtQn regarded the captur.e· of 
t!le fortress as impemti .... e: the French were equally 
,determined to hold it, AflOther despemte struggle was 
therefOre iu€vitalJlc. The 5th Bivisjon, with some Portu­
guese brigades, resumed the close investment on the 31st 
of July, 'l'he long-previously demanded batteri?! ~raig 
ouly arrive'd from Bnglnnd 011 the 19th August; and 80 

great 'wns the Bupinel\ef's di Rpiayed by the hO)lle authori. 
ties, that when it was tardily received, an ammunition 
had been omitted. Breaches were made in the rampart 
on each side of tile tower of M(squitas,and in the curtain 
between the Tower of Los H ornos and the demi·hastion of 
St. Elmo, assault being fixed for noon on the 31st. 

Fearing that the troops already engaged in the' siege' 
had become disheartened, Lord Wellington gave orders 
that the storming party should consist bf 750 volunteers 
from 'the. l~ and Light Divisions. In a highly compli­
mentary letter to Baron Alten, commanding the Light 
Division; he beggf'd "he would sep.d 1 fif.lold officer, 2 rop­
tains, 4 subaltern.!!, and 10(1 men to show the 5th Division 
how to m.oup.t a bPeaeh." 

A1s eoon as the communication was made known, whole 
companies voh~nteff~, and consequently much difficulty 
was experienced in the selection. Of the 43rd, Major 
WilIi~m Napier, CaP\ain Brock, and Lieutenants Cooke 
and O'Conn.el were most earoost to Le of the party, snd 
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had actually been told off, when it was discovered that 
seniors refused to waive their right of preeedence. Lieu~ 

tenant O'Connel was therefore the only officer ,from the 
regiment pcnnitted to respond to the call. Hopkins, 
lIurchigOll, James Considine, H. Baillie, and Cooke were 
present as spectators. Major Napier, having been ex­
pressly accepted to lead the Light Division stormers, pro­
ceeded to the market-place of Lesaca, where they were to 
parade, in order to assume command. Upon arriving, he 
was informed that Lieutenant-Colonel Hunt of' the 52nd 
was to lead, and t~lat his services would be dispensed 
with. He remonstrated with the General on the injue'­
tice, but without ava.il. He then Rppealed to Colonel 
Hunt to forego IJis daim. Hunt replied. that, having 
gained his rank aud been on several previous storming 
parties, he had no intention of offering himself for this, 
and did not know that Napier llad volunteered; but being 
informed that another field oJIicer was the mall selected, 
whom he believed incompetent to do the Division credit, 
he then came forward; but consented to waive his claim jf 
Napier could procure permission to t.hat effect from Lord 
'Vellington, who, however, lUet the application by a flat 
refusal, saying that be disapproved of volunteering, al­
though necessary at times, as in that way he lost his best 
officers. Napier then determined to take a musket and 
march with the men who had come forward at his call; 
but some inkling of his design baving reached General 
Ahen, he desired bim forthwith to return to his regiment. 

The men of the 5th Division, naturally indignant at 
the stigma supposed to be attached to them, became 80 

enraged that they declared they would bayonet the 
soldiers of the detachment, if they got into the town first. 
Major-General Leith, commanding tho 5th Division, fear· 
ful of such collision, and participating in the feeling thus 
genera.ted, would not permit the VOIUllteers to lead the 
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assault, but disposed them along the trenches of the hom­
work. At 11 o'clock A..Y. on the 31st, the storming 
party, led by Lieutenant Macguire of the 4th Regiment, 
filed out of the trenches, and shortly after, a mine ex­
plrnJcd, destroying roany of the enemy and Dot a few of 
the men at the head of the column. Here Lieutenant 
O'Connel, 43rd, was killed by a grape-shot in his thigh, 
speedily followed by a musket-LaB in his abdomen. He 
had Le~n one of the storming party at Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and at Badajo7., whel't~ he ,,'as lladly woullded-a ball 
pMSing in at the tup of his shoulder aud coming ont at 
.the elhow joint. H e was r. great fasourite, llnd 1\ very 
gallant ofliccl'. Upon his ueath being reported to Lord 
Welliugton, he ordered his ('ommission to be sold for the 
benefit of Iti l-, lIlotill'J't a. widow of slt'nJel' meallS. Ser­
geauu, Kilpatrick anu Thoma,> mood of tlHJ rC'gimellt, were 
wounded-one Leing Rhot though the nose, the other 
JUSillg IJis right hand. 

The hatterieH on the bebil'g'l'n,' r-.ide wore ordered to fire 
oyer the heads I)f the Britil:ih, and at the entI of haIf-an­
hour the defence was evident ly weakeneJ. Fresh troop$l 
then filed out of tke trcncheH, a.lId tlJ(~ volunteers from tLu 
Light Divisiou advanced together with the 2nd Brigade 
of the Gth Division. After l:iomc desperate fighting, the 
voluutcers effected a lodgment, whell an accidental ex­
plosion took place, fllllJihilatillg many of the besieged. 
Major Snodgrass of the Portugucse service, under a. tre­

mendous fire of g-rapc and canister, led bis men through 
water breast high to aSi.3.ult tbe lesser breach, and I)ff'ected 
a. successful entrance simultaneously with that of the more 
powerful force' at the greater breach. The British by 
degrees forood their way over the ramparts, a.nd by 
3 o' clock the 'town W3a theirs. A portion of the garrison 
managed to retire up to the Castle, wbere they beld out 
until the 8th of Sepu,ruber. Next day they marched 
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out with the honours of war, leaving 500 wounded in the 
hospita1. Thus, after sixty-three da.ys of open trenches, 
the siege terminated. 

Of the detachment of the 43rd present,. consisting of 33, 
only 5 escaped unhurt. Lieutenant O'Connel and 5 rank 
and file were killed; 2 sergeants and 20 rank and file 
wounded. 

About this time, the h(IllOUrable distinction of Ii colour­
sergeant" was introduced into the British army, by orders 
from the Commander-in-Chief. The following ten ser­
geants of the 43rd, who had particularly distinguisbed 
themselves, were selected as nominees by Major Napier, 
then in command ;--

William Fih:IJo.trick, volUIltoorod o.t the storming of St. SebastitUl j l rust 
nn ,"'111. 

Richard Griffiths, voluntoorod at tbo stunning of St. Sebastian. 
Aaron Lovcmo.n, stormcr e.t B0.d8.joz. 
MOHOII LoVCllllJ.ll, IltOTlllOr a t Dl!.d&juz. 
Samuel Rand, IIkll'lncr IJ.t BOOI\jUZ j afklrwards Que.rtor-Mastor of the regi-

moot Iloud Knigllt of Windaor. 
Morgan Jones, distinguished at Bo.dajoz. 
Ewan CMllcron, received a commitlSion in ISI5. 
'l'hOlllilS Blood, stormer at St. &!blUitian, wOlllldod sevorely. Rucoived e. 

commission in tho Gth Hegiruent, lOth I'Jf November, 1818; hill 
Lieutenancy on tho Sth of Bclltemoor, ISH. 

Samuel A rmitilge, stormer at St. Sebastian. 
William Panioc, stormer at St. Seooatie.n. 

On the 31st August, the &1.me day that the assault of 
St. Sebastian took place, Boult, with the right wing of his 
atmy, crossed the Bidassoa opposite St. Marcial, while 
another division forded the river tW? hundred yards 
"below Vera, and immediately moved on to attack the 
heights occupied by part of the 7th Division. They 
frequently, without success, endeavoured to climb the 
eminence; so perpendicular was the ascent, that the 
Spaniards alone by their fire managed, in Lord Welling­
ton's presence, to drive the enemy back~ 
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Ensign Folliott, who had only arrived with • detach­
ment of"tbe 43td from England a few days before"was 
suddenly orurprised in a wood, on his way to join, and 
mortally wounded in tIle stomach. He expressed perfect 
resignation to his early fate, touchingly saying his only 
ambition was to have seen the regiment. Mortification 
supervened, and in a few h OUTS the poor boy passed 
peaceably away, his comrades laying him beneath the 
wide-spreading boughs of an adjacent oak. Four of his 
men were also killed; but the rest, uuder Sergeant 
J..oughlin, suooeeded in jomillg. 

During September the eDemy worked hard ill felling 
and sawing timber to form aLba tis, nnd ill the construction 
of intrenchments. The 43rJ remained at Sauta Rarbam. 
An attack was arranged for October 7th, and the pIau 
of operations communicated to all officers ('(lmmanding 
companies. The redoubts were to be carried by repeated 
assaults of the 43rd and 52nd, while the 95th and Cat;a,­
dores were to act as tirai11eurR. 

1'HI<] PASSAGE OF THY. RmASSOA. 

The extreme left of t11e army was personally directed by 
Lord WeIlington. At daybreak the 5th Division crossed 
near the mouth of the BidassoA, and the 1st Division 
commenced the attack. Lord Aylmer's brigade, and a 
corps of Spaniards, covered by some pieces of cannon 
stationed on the heights of St. Marcial, also forded the 
stream at various places. A sharp contest then took 
place, particularly against the 5th Division, while ascend­
ing the steep and difficult slopes. The enemy, attacked 
simultaneously at different points, was finally beaten off. 
The 4th ,Division, in reserve behind Vera, deployed on 
the heights of Santa Ilarbara to support the Light. 

The eneUlY, wh(l had batteries a.nd trenches in every 
place likely to be oervi_hle, occupied I.hese with eight 
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batta.lions, two of them Light Infantry. ~The mO'mLng 
was heavy, but.it cleared off, and w~ a fine day 

The pickets of the Light Division, in front or Vera, began 
the attack of a detached ridge called the "Boar's Back," 
from its hogged up, protruding outline. Before they 
could debouch through the town of Vera, for tbe assault 
of the main position, covered by forts and ahbatis, it was 
Ilecessary to carry this jagged summit. The 43rd began to 
skinnish up one end, while the 3rd Rifles followed suit 
at the other, and being defended by only a small body 
of French troops, was spct:di ly won. The 2nd Brigade, 
under Sir J. Colborne, then attflcked, but unsuccessfully. 
as tlle enemy held a fort with great resolution, and not 
Duly beat them back, but in turn sallied from their works, 
:md drove many of the as .... ailant.:;, pI~ncipany Portuguese, 
over the precipices. At this critical moment the 52nd 
advanced ill column, impetuously pushed back the Prench, 
driving them into the fort on ono !-.ido and out at the 
other. 

Tho 2nd Brigade then Advanced, but the ground w~ 
so difficult tllat tlley were kept at Lay for a considerable 
time. Meanwhile, the 1st Brigade puslled through Vera 
to support the skirmishers, wllo moved paraJJel with ~}le 
2nd Brigade,-tbe enemy pelting them with bullets from 'a 

small fort. So soon as a sufficient nvrnbcr of men couJd 
be got together, that post was carried, and between 300 
and ,:{OO men surrendered. .After three hours' more hard 
to)I, . and clatn~ring from roc~ to rock, there remained 
bu. 200 yards to the summit of the Puerta d7 Vera, 
when the s~irmishers, grouped together in a compact 
body, forced the pass at the point of the bayonet. The 
French ran In all dirQCtions; and so elated were- the 
victors, that about 300 of the 43rd descended the moun­
tain with loud hurrahs, and chased the ellemy.t'or & l~e 
and a halt into France. The lIt Brigade then took 
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p~on of board~d and well-roofed huts, constructed 
by .the French as their winter quarters. 

The 43rd lost in this attack on "The H eights of Vera. :" 
1. bugler, ti ·,.,."k and file, killed; 20 rank and file 
wounded. During the night fa.tigue-parties arrived from 
Santa Barbara with the knapsacks. The men of the 
Light Division had invariably fought with their packs 
on exrept when stonning breaches or escalading forts, and 
this W'J.S the only OCC3.Sion on which the rule had been 
departed from. 

The following lett-er of Lieutenant HennC'lJ of the 
regiment gives wme illtC'rt!sting dl' t<Jils I'l'latiyc to the 
" Passage of the Bidru>soa," as it is ca.lle(l;-

" lSUt O l·l. 1818-

"1 allall now I-('iv() you IOOlllt' purlieu!!!l'!! of the taking of tho 
~ition. On tilt} en ;niJIg IJr tIlt) Gth I ],pturIwd frnm PaSHugell, 
where I had u(>cn 011 JCUteb mcnt, when o]'(I{'r5 were iK"lWd to tako 
the pofOition in front op tIle folhno,iug morninp;. The }Hiucipal 
force of tllf' ('nl'lIlY Voni'! OIl the main rUail at top of the hill, 11.11\1 on 
u higber bill to tli(""rip;ht. 'j'hey had m(\(le trenchC8 1\1)11 bll.ttt'riell 

. i~ every llOs,<;ible pl i\Cl" 1 ICflfll hy prioonerR tJlt' Y hud six rpgi­
menM. tW(t of them light~ with. tIro L!Lttaliollll CIlCh; in all ~ght 
bllttn.lions, und between four IUid five tilOUSIlnd lltrong. HlI.d tlley 
fought a.s :French tl'Oop<! l/aVe fuught, flud us tlH'y QUUAe to hnve 
fought, we l'.ilOulJ h!l.\'(' l o~t ll. ~r( :!1t 1I1uuOOI', if not repulll('{]. The 
morning WIUi YNy hoovy, hut It d('an~l llr. Nothing could have 
bwn finer than our Q;lO\"'CmentJc. 'rho Djvi~iOlI mo\'('d down into 
the valley close to Vera at duyli).\'ht, Ilnd tltnyed there nelM' two 
hours. Th(l enemy. seeing every man (',f us moYc, sent out their 
light troops. to fill the tre,nches and forts, nIH1 a Blllali hocly 
attm;nptod to defend tbe tirs, ' hill with tbf>ir l kirmishcI'S in frvDt. 
A company of the 9~th opened the bw.incss. About twenty meD. 
with twenty supporting, marched coolly up tbo bill, when the 
French. who delight in a long shot) began directly our men 
showed the}:r heads. However; the 95th moved regularly up the 
hill to within thirty ylll'llil or the top v.ithllY.t firing. and then by 
wayofbrootl./.ing gave a volley,loa.dtKt, and oo.vanood to the top. the 
sftppOrtjuBt'bchl11d them. The French did not attempt to defend 
it, but moved to .their left, not without mUllir .. IUld in quick tinw. 
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"I firmly believe there are no better troop!! in the world than 

the 95th; they take things so coolly and deliberat.ely, and seem to 
know their business 80 -«ell. You have no idea with what g1.ee we 
8O.W them, and how readily we fell in.w tulvance as sOon 86 our 
pickets had cleared the tiM, hill, which they did soon; tbough 
it is said by many officers that there scarcely moer W88 a-stronger 
poRition attacked. So well were the ~rrangementa made, that OQ.l' 

regiment was under OOl'cr almost 11.11 up the position. The 95th, 
with ~ne coinptmy of our~ "ere thrown out to skirmlsh. and. the 
pi{'kets 81\nkcd all t1\oir trenches, and made them run in all direc.­
tions ; I!O that we mlU'ched nearly straight up thi!; hill, one and a. 
bali rolle from Vel'll, to the pil8S over it, in little mOn> than aD 

hour. l 'be other brigade had not the advantage of ravines, and 
had to charge Sf'vcml redonhill anu forti, which they .did most 
gallo.ntly, tlud tIIlA acoount.'l for their 106.'> lw.in~ greater than ours. 
It was vC'ry intcrC'Irt.mg to examine nIl tln' works, &e., \lhieh we 
had been looking at through gl~ for months. The SI)fLniaros 
on our right bcllfl\(!d admIral>ly. The hill thC'y hnll to attack ii:I 
at least twice I1b hIgb lUI most here, /Uld OIl the top of It a iJerpen~ 
dicular rock, \lith tIle ruine of 1\ chapel; it is the highcst of lilly 

here, not exC{'ptmg the Oro\\n :\tolllltflin. Th('y lost many men 
un<ler it, umI did llot take it fur t\\O tlaya. Oil the 7th DIvision 
movIng round It. the Ji'rellch m'acuutcU It in the Illght, lea,'ing U'I 

in possession of 1111 the l>yrellec8. We can no\\' go Oil any hill we 
plettSe, and 110t onli • proudJy survey tilem,' but bend our batmen 
with co·.eri:tlg party for eorn. There has , Wen a hCln")' fIring from 
t\\O o'clock tiU nearly thu!! time (e!('\'cn o'clock). I hear they 
have attacked the Spuniards in the v",Hey ro our right. The lst 
and fith Diliisions, anti Lord Ayllfler's Brigade are in the valley 
below..us. The French are bard at work making their e:lu;nded 
posiUOD liS strong IUt theoy CIl.1l. A general attack is expected, 
How flU' we shall ~ ill 'QllceJ't.a.!n. It will be a. glorious battle. 
What a prty It is w~ have no ~ Jolm BuU.s WI ace it from these 
rq.opntai1l8: you m~y see e'\'erything that take8 place to Bayonne. 
81. Jean de Luz .is a beautiful to"'D, shout a league from the 
bottom of the mOll,ntain, w1th a river Ttm.9ing' jbrough it, and a 
emall harbour .. W1Mm at pa.ssages I went, to ~ the r\li1l8 'of St.. 
Sebasti~, I~ Wf\a one of the most beautlful pl~ in Spain; all 
the hO'\lfJt!a were l~e. built. of ~ne, wiill iron balooniei; 
part. of 'ih~ walls are left w~th the. 1lalconies he.ngiJl.g, down. 
Passages j'a very ~ike .:Portsmouth-the haibour :fQll of ~ 
porIB. 
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"Oct. 17lh . 

.. Tbe firing I mentioned was caused by the French talring-back a. 
hill with a fort on it. Two hours beforo daylight the,. took two com­
panie.o( Spaniards prisoaeM. It WQ.S in FranC'e; as Lord Weltingwn 
did Jlpt send any English troops, I supt~ he did llot care for it. 

"The (olIo"ing questions a.nil urur\.l-ptS have passed between the 
Governor of Parupcluna u.na Don CllrlOS :-". " 

'" Q. Will yon allow UB to march Elut with ba~6 into Fmnoe' 
... A. No, 
'" Q. If you do DOt, tho inhnbitrults will starve>. 
"'..d, If I find Ml,} ono in}u~bltant dlOll from wllnt of tood while a 'French 

soldier has a ra.tion, I 1'1'111 hllug tilO H"voTn'Jr.. t. 

'" Q. WO will Burn.'DUor If you du lIut scud nil to }<:illglnnd, bnt lul.vO III 
Sllfoui8h gtl'flrd. 
• '" A. If you wlLnt a. Spn.!ln..h guo.rd nv! I you, ynu bave it, and o:'nl.IUut be 

in a ootter 111n.cc.' 

"So 111nt it ;1'0 likC'ly to ilurrcmkr soon ; and I hear the Portu­
g-tll'R(l afl' bone rouwl to How:w,vltll('~, ,U'j tho attu('k 1>1 to 00 mad!' 
on th0ir Il'1t, 1 hUh' jll-lt <'Onl(, on' pil'kt't on th(' mO\llltr~in, :\.n<l it 
11,U! bPt'll the \\llr"t I hnvo h,uL 'flw !::lplIni"h troop!> lUHO n 
lougj)l/! c}!'''1I1' «I I«h,mC{> mto J~rullce; It WIll !"('()uiro 011 Uwl 
\VclJlJlf..,rton',; mOllflg-~ 'lllellt to IH·('vt'llt thcir murdering tho in­
habltulltl-, pilludt·rmg I am bUrc h t'l ealll)()t. I 1I'8S on picket tho 
day aft(Jr thr- netton .• A yOlln~ Fr0neh soldier ~ as mortally 
\\ ounded 11I til(' fml~' rn nmning ~dwll tho "ill, and" 'u.1thongh 
he WfUI dplJg. thf'y stripped him C'ntin'ly -na1i:f'd, and left bim on' 
tb(' long grus;.., \let witb t110 oyening dew. Our pickt't found him, 
and told nit" "fWD I ~rr1VOO hc Wall j11.st dead. The Spaniard,; 
abu90 tlU' Fr('llch prisoners. and the French tbCiI'1i j do.('larmg thtt.t, 
were It not for the rcd-eoal'l, thoy \\-Quld IUlvc thr~bcd thcm in mil­
lions. The Frencl\ officf'rs bear ulIllmtati!,n much better than tho 
Engli!lh. On(' of our 80ldJC1'8 sl1bwed i ~.retIoh pri8()llor a l"reDe4. 
major wOllnded, 'A! Ilnd the (I evil go with him,' ~d the 
Fronchman, 'for he lIn.ntod us to charge you, b .. t ~e knew bette:r" 
Some Frt'ncn prisoners ifl the rear II er~ rejoicing in l08ing a leg 

• or a.rIQ., saying t&y s'ftould now b"O home Bnd haye nO more 
Mltbe:r.ing .. 'l'be weather is DOW always eithef raining or bJowing~ 
exoeesively hard. 1 bought a little pony '~m one of 19n9u' 
sweet youths the other day}Gl' thirteen dolllll'8."· 

·lIming .the "'llllooj 9£ the 7t.h, t!!o right wing of the 
artnf 1lUIJded tbe mountains from Echalar to Roncea. 
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valles, while the left, after the action, IJeld the ridge 
from the Rock of La Rhune to the Bay of Biscay. Tbe 
1st Brigade (If the Light Division encamped in a forest 
at the base or Ih . great· Rhune, and the 2nd took post at 
the Puerta de' • ('ra. The weather was cold and dismal, 
min poured in torrents; wicker-work tents to protect tile 
quadrupeds were constructed, and the month wore tediously 
away. 

On t im nth of Novemuer the Ligllt Division leceived 
orders to move, and take up ground during tile night 
preparatory to a gClIcral att.'l.ck of' the eJl~my's position ill 
France; and before moming tlit' 43rd got Ulader alms­

amI marched silently by tIle 1I0r111·<:3o&t aide of La Grande 
RhulJrJ, through a narrow path, to within a few hundred 
yards of the French outpOf:.t,; . For six 10011t\IS tliey had 
been IulxHmng at stolle forts Oil tllc summit of La P etite 
Ia Rhnnc, wllich were now to be stormed; "but strong 
Bllld valiant ill arms mw"t the soldiers Juwe Leen who 
stood ill tlJat hour before the veterans of the 43nl." 
'rbese arc the word~ of Napier, who comma.nded the r egi­
ment on t lJ at Jay, wIleH the rising of tIm ~uu above the 
Lorizoll was to Le the bignal for commeueillg tIle 

BAT1'LI: OF 'rIl E N [vELT.i. 

No newer or 'Letter o.c(,"Ount uf this action can be given 
than that contaim:d in a letkr Wlitten by Lieutenant 

'Maclean of the 43rd-llow Military Knight of Windsor;-

"Duo 12th. IBIS . 

.. On the night of the Oth '\ e received ordQt;a to hold ourselves 
ready to marcu tit an t'!uly hour the following morning, to ll8&iult 
the position of the enemy on La Petite I~ Rhune. Breakfast was 
ordered at 2 .... M .• ",1Jich we munagoo to eat roost heartily; and 
havlllg some f()mtlrktlbly th,ck Americ.\.D biscuits, :Madden ob­
served that theIr thickness '" ould turn a bullet aside, at the Bame 
time IlUtting olle into the breast of hI8 jacket. Never was predic­
tion more completely verified, for early in the day the Liiimit Wtul 



43rd Light In/antry. '95 

8hattered to pieces, turning tho direction of ,the bullet from &.II 

gililant and true Ii heart us O\'er bellt uuder a Driti4. uuifonn. 
Another bullet passOO through l\faddcn'g left ann immcJ.h,teiy 
afteru&l'dB. 

"The regiment llliving moved off about 3 o'clock, ascendod the 
aide of the mountllin, hlilting within tl. short (listtUlce of La Petite 
w. ltbune, and close to ottr left M saw Ilud pu.;sOO the Hides, lying: 
d(IIID in close column, covered hy their "Lite UllUl:ket.ot, in the 
faint l ight resembling !t flock of !Slil'I'll much more HUIll grim 
\lurriors jJrepa.rod for tho strife. Thl' most perfl.'Ct silcllCO had 
Loell Ol.ljOltll.J, I1Ml the 4:Jl'd \It'le tlircck.>d to lie dOllll iu close 
COhUllll to It"a,it tho hl~"lla1 of "ttuck-tho firing of I. third. gun 
frum the right. 

" \Y\, Iwartl the 'French druID.':! )x:llf il .g to ILl'lliS. und CVt:lI cOllhl 
\list iuguisb loic/ 'K, ulthon:.;-h not in blght of tht'lli; fur wiDI-\' un tho 
tilope of u. hlll, lie ImrlllO id~'u \10 \leiC M) Ilenr or ubout to uttuck. 
/';Ir JaJJl(''I J\l'lllpt, "II{) COI!llnJlli\k~ l t he l~t 13rig:a~h' of tho Light 
JJi" j-uull, Ol'1leTOO t.1Iut t\\O cUmp,lllJC'''' of tho rt'gi lllcnt ~houkl 
lead in bklnnilli.li ll;":; uII,10T, jollo\\(.>(l hy n bupport of four ill 
line ulldl'l' J.u:ut.-(J.,lollt·' N,1pltr, Jlml 14 J't:b\'nt) of tiJn'c com­
Il..llliL'!:! lluder Lieut.-C% ud Dufl),. Mujor Bruck'lI unO. Cuptuiu 
1IIlI! chisoll''''' cumVIL1I1CS \lero to lena tIlt' U(hulico in c:x.tendtll 
unltlr. 

" The bunri!le in tl!Oi.C rf'giollil if; mo-.t blllldcII, for \\urkuOSlS is 
disIJCllt.,'d uy u uurbt of glo'liHg: Ilglit n'l tbe "Jill ekuTS the houJ of 
a. high Dluuutuin, a1l< 1 "tu.ttlc~ tl lO lx'h!)!d~·l' "itTl its gloriuUl~ 
brightnebS. Such lIUS IIIL.-; ILl u}>pI,',mwcu u ... It !;JalJ('t..J -011 tim 
recumlwnt trooI~"" lind ~p.lrk1I 't ! fr' JIll 1 hl'ir UJ y" nl't-, IIluuf! thu ll!'lII l1 
piled by {,()llll'ulJil"l that c1enJ.lullUl!rJJlIl;,:'. ' l'lj(' lIext mOulCllt tho 
SOUl!!l uf It gilD fuIlu\\cu uy othcl'~ \Il~-; ll1'(l.1'\1, a\1ll \:\'(-ry cu.r WlU> on 
the ulcrt to COHut ('0.(,11 slwt. '1'11(" JJI {'ll II NC Oil their kf't in un 
iJJswnt, ulld tLc "onI" • /::il,wlt to yU ill' al'Dl'> , Ot 'i llg g'i\'('JJ, cHeh 
IIOl\Ucr t!cized hill :13rO\II}.B&,;" 'n e H1Ul'1> fulJl~1 theIr blllnkcbl; 
and moved oft' to tlll'lf left. Genoml K{-mpt muunted bis 
horse, !lnu &1lJ., 'Non, -13n1, let me SNl what you \\111 uu tlIiH 
morning;' and pointing to an intrcnchment on (\ l'if>ing: ground 
in front to the left of the rcg:illlcilt lineu with :French infantry!. 
gave die order to oovunce IlIJ.J cJ.rry it; and t.hen ,~wait the 
arrival of the Bflpport before an attempt \\a.I! to Le m~e on the 
atone redoubts on the ridge of weIrd on the top of La Petite la 
Rhune. 

(4 The ~empanies then extending, and bringing their right 
o 2 



Historical Reco".ds 0/ the 

shoulclers forwllJ'd, )Vore at oncc in fire, ancl after descending a 
short distance Ilnd cr08lling a. piece of maNLy ground, made a rush 
for the bretlStwork, whi{'h \IllS quiekly (lvu('uuted by the enemy; 
but not Lefort' they had hy tlu:ir sharp practi~ droPI,ecl a few of 
their as.'*lilflnbl, who had !wutedy rf'tntn(>(l their fire, tID intent 
wpre they on I1Isliillg at th e illtrC'llehm(lllt. On dearing the 
breust\\otk, \\ (> brought our left bhouhll'rs forward to facc redoubt 
No.1, llllU ItS \\ e wOl'e c.lil,(,(,tcd to \\ ilit for thp fOIlT {',()llIflllnies, we 
took 8u('h l:oltclkr ll.S some J:oK:utter(,d I'o('ks ufTo)"(led at about :fifty or 
si.\.ty yunll:! from tlu" first I'l'duulit, 1'he ('lIemy maue our quarters 
JH'dty hut" ft~ they wh(lll firiug werC' well ('QwrN. which uur men 
})(lrecivin).!: wcrp Cl}(l~ 'U"OllrlJ)j! to ellPck by nimin)Z at tlH,jr h(>auIJ 
wll4'1l o])portunit,i(>s om'red ; Imt, to IIvoid f'x)>Ol:oing tllL'msdvl's, 
tLf'Y pl'efi'nc'd firing fit the hl.lpl)(.rt IlIId 1'e,.;{'I'VI', althongh not so 
c1Q~, for th\lH \11('), hnl1 a fat better dmn('e uf };;iUing nnd not 
Leillg hit hv Ol1t llWIl, :uJ.! l""he(Ju('lItly l'\.fuJd fite {,..DOlly. The 
l'Oll{Jul,Ul WC'I'(' 1uilt of rough "tunt'" uut hat! 110 ('annoll . 

•. (llll ,fain l\lurehit>Oll Il\!d I1ly~elf J,!;otulolll:,"lliJe of a flnt picco of 
rO('k wlthiu ldlout fll!'ty YH.rd~ of the redoubt, awl us tile)' t.'Oulu lice 
]Illl'toi' m, tnl>} Ill tult: tIlE' l'Ol·k slllokc llit1. their SRot '.!. Captain 
.i\[urehi~n r.1i$( 'd Ilis hell(1 to look OVer, and instantly his face 
naume 1 n lidtl nl']lI'urrllll'C U" if ('llOhillg. I iTIIluir:'u" what was 
the mnttC'f, when be witl] diflit'ulty said, 'he \\as st.ruf'k ill the 
nef'k and lllll'lt spe a. dod ot!' 1ut ill th(> IlH"iLlltime, !>hould 
tho 8Ul'VOl"t ul'J"i l'c, he dl.':;il'l·d me to take Oil the ('Ul!ll'ilUY. :-:;hOltly 
after the burJ.,;"(lull ext\milll'u ilim, tll;U fuund tllUl the lmllet had 
got ontullglt"d in hiJ> net'kelvih anc.l hwl run round his 11\'(,k. A 
sergeant pointer] out lx'Her cover nlfOut tv.tmty-fiye yards nearer 
the redoubt, to wbil'll Wt' both \Ient; and I borrowed his fusee 
and fired ~\·el"u.1 l:ohots ttt th~ Lead~ of tlJO Frellch, tho sergeant 
loading for IlII'. While so employed, Colonel Napier and the 
SUPPOlt c.uue 8w'Cl.'piug up bebind us. on "hich I gllve the ord~r 
to udvullc,,, Ullc.l we aU dashed forward with n cheer. Nnpier, 
h l'iling "ith courage, and being withnl ¥ery active, attempt.erl to 
scalu the v.alls without observing the bayonet poiuts over his bend; 
and, bemg ratlllll' &hol't.-sightcc.l, wouM certairiIy have been very 
roughly handleCl hlld not James Collllidiuo auu myself laid hoM 
of the skirts of his jacket sud I'ulh·d him ba.ck, for which we 
received allY thing but thanl.s. We of COUI'I!C apol~gised to Colonel 
Napjer fur the hberty we hud t.aken, for ho wus very wrath at the 
time. We then point~d out an easier ascent for him, and a&eisted 
each other over the \~alJ. '1'0 show the dangez he 'A8I!I in at the 
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moment, I was even tmder the necessity of striking a bayonet up 
wilh my sword, tilough they were giving way, as e. hint toot we 
were coming over in spiw of them, 'fhe hint ",'M takelJ, "nd Il 
freo pIl..'ISI\ge left. . 

.. On getting in'<idf' I saw a French offiCt'r kneeling with his 
arm ntiaed IJf>ggiug for quurtt'r, IUld hi,;; hoat! ann {aee ('Overed with 
blood. I told one of th l) men to roke ('uro of him, and proceeded 
through the gllte ttt the rl'llr, following' the retiring enemy towards 
the second redoubt on th(l ridgo of rOl'ks, similarly ('Ollstrucloo 
to the ono \\ e hOO just tll.ken, I tben met Cooke and Considine, 
and we collsnlwc1 ·."hat was best to IX' dorlP, as \\(' Imd not a 
suffh'icnt nurnuer of llit' ll wIth UII to "",>uult tlif' 8{'l'oIHl roouuut, 
most of th('llI I'flviug' joineti th ... rc~ilUI'n t IJelow Iho nX'ks. 'Ve 
wer .. ' then !loout 100 )urds frum it, nut! ":\p06('(1 tn its fire. J pro­
')()~I to VODl'lI"iIlC to j;-"Ioll a pnth leadillg nlonp: t1Hl flll'e of tho 
ridge of 1'1H'k, whICh 1 eXpt'c-tt'tl wuulr.l kau to th(' rerluuLt, and 
if 1 fQund it przldicaLic \\ouh\ uut return. I bad jwigc(l l'Orfectly 
U8 to the <iiredltlll uf tho j,atiL, for It \('(1 dirc(·t on tho rctlouut in 
question; Lut ftlthou~h the ellemy lllU.,t \lu, o "C('n IlIfl dist iudly 
they tlitL not tirt' 1I\ my. (hrN'tlUll : r ~\lppose h-"in !>!.·pillb\" 1\1<' altlu(', 
A.nd \X>iIlg occ;ujJlc,1 by the otht: l," who "'t'l'I' go.tlll'ring fl.lr "' ruhh. 
I quickly dl:!('Q\'crl.'u tlll'y \Ictt' a!xHlt to quit tht, t\.duubt by tIte 
glltp lwhim\, fcr b01l1<' w('to tnking that !.ilrcchulI, HlId befure I 
C'Oultl get dt.»\tl up tllP)' wer(' oft: 

"Oil l'eneliillg the wp of the rlJg(' again, 1 fuullfl th~t l WIl8 on 
the liauk tif u. Imlg trench, filit,U 'II jth a rt'~i.!nent of l ,'rclleh in· 
faulry. Lut high above it. '\'\1(' illtrem'hIlH'lJt wa"! cut IlCtoS!> a 
nearly l e\(>\ grC<lU, ullllru!lI'hing \I iiII'II J pt'J'I..'t-'IH~1 u. portion of the 
4.3rtlwlvlUwiJlg ill I.'ohmm llIuler O('ill'ral l{('IllJlt, till" the J..'rcncb 
hll.ving fired !l v(lllt,y, I uo.oervc,tl hu iuu\ 0Ct'1I \\(lUnued, lUld his 
A.D,e., Captll.in Ilur(' (now Ift!lIouril.olp G ('ncrul Sir Churlc8 Uore), 
X,C.R., binding Il. handkerchief qui,·kly r 'lunll hi!! arm. 

"'I'he order to clmrgf' WIIS then given, a 13ritibh ('heer followed,­
& line of levelled 8wel Rlwwl'd what th", enemy might expect, I 
8I1W them waver, then Rpring out of the intrenchment and retire 
down the hill at a rapid pace, 

• U This had no sooner taken plal.'e tllll,D I obserVL>O. on the other 
side. and also below me, it. French offi(,er waving lJis sword and 
encouraging his 'men to advance and retake the redoubt, but he 
could not induce them to follow, One of the 43rd skirmishers 
l'WIhed at him with hiy bayonet a't the oharge, and in spite of hia 
attempts to defe.Qd: himtelf with Lia sword rnn him throngh, and 
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. 
then retumod to the level ground behind the trencb the regiment 
bad carried in such gallant ayle . 

.. Gore then rode up to me with ordel'S from the General to stop 
the pursuit. on whic11 the men were eagerly bent. ; and" it wll.9 with 
oousiderable difficulty that their ardour WII.9 ehecked and the men 
halted, for they were rushing after the euelll)' like greyhounds, so 
excit('() werc they. 

.. .; 'r.he French, finding tbat tbey ,veTO no JOIlgc r pressed, retired 
IUtlrC tmJlquilly out still in coufusioJl, our men firing 011 them liS 
they des<" endcd the hill to somo hllbs forming an old hivouac. I 
observed nn offi cer 0 0 the wily st'pnrate hilDscH from the mob of 
fLlg:i th·cs. wllich removed him from our line of fire. and walk 
quietly along : on wlliel\ a short stout soldil' r nskt:d my pe rmission 
to follow and take him prisoner. I ron&'nl(ld, provided no one 
accompanied him ; and nlthongh h is musket had \reen disch urged 
he would not. \In it to relond. Lut ran forwurd. H e had not gone 
nboyc 300 or 400 ym'tl~. whe ll he overlook the offi c:er and calle'li 011 
him to Sllrromlcr. 'l 'ho FrenchmRn pr(JS{'uk.'(l n. pi i\tol on turni ng 
roulJd, whi('h tho 4-3rd Innll oliserl'illg, and Leing then n ')ry Jl<,u.r. 
poilOed his tnllskct o\'(' r hi~ liead, and pitched it with such precisiuu 
t.hut tIm bU)'Ol lct l1enctmll'd M:l thigh nnd brought him to the 
ground, wli£'rc he lny at. t Il(' mercy vf h i:! ruh ct&.'1.ry. who merely 
took l'o .... ..:essioll of t he I,illt,,!. nlld, \d.lIIt he colII,i(lcred of greater 
value. a f1a f;k or Otlllldy. 011 n 'jo,illillg hili rompally. a ft er offe ring 
it to me. 119 g rutified hi~ h('nit,,,,1 eowmtll'lI "il l! n sip us for as t ]1\) 

stl]lply would go. Bot h tlu,"l!;C Freudl otli(!(, I1I, who fell nuder our 
oa),onet'l, were te lOOVl'd 10 Vem, alld I W\lS told were doing Ilell . 

.. I lIOW lcnrJK,d tllnt L'ullsi(lille bud his Ihigh Ll'olw ll oy n lIullet, 
o.nd that. Murchison. shol'tly lifter tho doctor had cxumined him. 
was struck oy unother Ulm,l;:ct lJall. which cal'ried him off ill 
twenty·four hours. 

.. After aboot a quarter of an hour's halt the Division moved on, 
the Rifles and f1:!nd l('tt.dillg : and solUe of the former wcrc aellt 
doon the hill to dp\'e tbo French from tlle l.I ivouac to which they 
had retired. 'I'h is Was quickly done, .ht the J.<' rcnch being rein· 
forced again n{h 'anced; the ·drummc l'$ beating tho pal <k charge 
to retake the liuta 'fhe Rifk.os, however, were too wily, for. per­
ceiving that the wind blew in the enemy's faces, they fir(..'<i the 
huta, which with tho straw tht;reill blazed and smoked to such IL 
degree that the J.<~rcnch were ohliged to relinquish their intel,l.tion. . 

.. 'l'he sight at tllis moment waS truly grand : we looked from our 
nnta.ge ground over an exteut of about twenty milee OOC\lpiod by 
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two gullnllt annies, of which tbe Light Division compoeed the 
centre of the British. To tlll~ right tho pass of Mayar and St. 
Jean de ricd de Port, to the left St. Jean do Luz, and from each 
extremity eQuId be distin('tly traced, by the fl~h('8 of fire and 
rising silloke, the udVlln('(j of our troops /lnd the gradual retreo.t of 
the l<~ren{'h, ofi~l'ing an obstiuate ~liistance at 6"o1'Y favourable 
spot. But the British \lerC' not to be denied, and went in to ""ill; 
and in short carried c\'crytlJiug Lefure tlJcm. uotwithstallding the 
gaJltlllt resistance they mct with. 

" While looking arollud, William Freer come up awl inquired 
allxiou~ly for Iii" brother ttiWUI d. • Seeing tlmt sowething was 
amitiS. Lt' turlL'{l ronnd, Ml.yillg, ; 1 Sl'C how it is: and sLu'tcd off to 
tho renr, \lhere hi'::! \\'Ol"'>t 1'Ptl.rs ,\ere too t;OOD f'.onfirlU<"..u: his 
brothe'r 11lIying \..eell bhut th;ough tllo henu, Duth \..rothcrs were 
fino couragCOUl! f\·1!o\\,s, mll{'h likMi ill t1l(' regimcnt; c;eh hud 
IxIcn wonnd('( l, tho clue.' Imd lo~t an arl!l at lladnjoz. Tho )'oung"t'r 
fJ'cqucntly told me hod n pn ~Cll\jlllf'lIt 110 would \..C killC'd in the 
utttwk uf J~n 1\'\]t0 Iu HllllllC, He haplJl'lu,:u al",) to oe ill the last 
cOlllpuuy that \W Ilt into a('tiull tllat dny, wlu)lI his pr('~elltilllolit WaS 
fulfilled, to the !.il'cal S9lTUW of It!! his "brotlH't ofliccl'K and tho entiro 
TI'gillJ('ul. 

"Tho ])i\ i"ioll then (,rIlbl>ing' fl nnrrow vulky asccnderl the 
nearest hill, tlriviug in til<' }'r .... ne}1 skinlli!o.hcrs, /Lilt! lit the top enme 
upon n fine star~fol't of ell I th, surrounded oy a (h:I'p ditch conlailling 
about 700 mell; and althoug-h tho &21lcl attar'ked it with their 
aC('llstomcU determination, tlir·y were rcpuls{·u '" ith' lo.'itI. 'fLo 
CommundUllt WM tllCn called upon to r.lll'rt'JlIlcl', wllieh he at fit-at 
refusOO to (10; out seeing thnt he CI)ulJ not cleft'lld the work for 
any It)U~,'th of tim(', ho agrl'l:d: provid~ ho was not to be marcileJ 
w the rear by Spanish or Purtuguc'>C tro0l'.~, 'I'his bciug accepted, 
the rPdouot was given up lind the Fr<'llch disarmed . 
. .. This may be auid to have ended the day's fighting," 

On the signal being given for the advance, an inci­
dent of a very unusual character had OCCUll'cd. The men 
were in the act of standing to their arm" mu "falling 
in," when the sergeant-major Russell placed himself in 
front of the leading company, drew his sword with a 
thea.trical flourish, a.nd facing about, violently threw hie 
scabbard a.way, exclaiming with much gesticulation: 
" Soldiers! we have not had an opportunity of diStiIiguiah. 
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ing ourselves since the siege of Badajoz. I must remind 
you in the words of the immortal Nelson, 'England expects 
that every man tbis day will do his duty,'-then follow 
me to victory!" .All this was muchio bellicio por nada, 
and at the moment only excited a laugh of derision, but 
was n'ot without inspiriting effect. 

When reforming on the Plateau, after the rocks of 
La Rhune had heen Carried, to the astonishment of the 
regiment they saw one of their privates, who in tbe con­
fusion had got below the rocks on the right, endeavouring 
to lead on a Spanish regiment. This attempt he ,made 
several times before he discovered his own regiment. 

!brd \Vellington had directed the right attack against 
the-Fl'l:nch lett, out by some ovewgll~ ill. bis first despatch 
~ld but sc.'\.nt justice to the Light Division. On the 13th 
of November he, however, wrote froQl St. Pc :-" I Lave 
also to draw your Lordship's attention to the Light 
Division's condilct in the lllanner it, deserves; these troops, 
under Major-Genel'al Oharles Baron Alten, distinguished 
themselves in this, as they IJave on every occasion 
w!len they have been engaged. Major-General Kempt 
w.as wounded at the head of his brigade in the beginning 
of the (hiy, ~n the attack on the tllleroy'a works at La 
Petit.e H.hune.1' 

In this action the 43rd lost 2 captains, 2 lien.funants, 
2 sergeants, and 7 rank and file, killed; 4 lieutenants, 1 
ensign, 8 sergeants, and 50 rank alld file, wounded; 

• 
Cactain 'I'bomas. Oapel and Lieut. Edward Freer were 
killed on the spot; Captain Robert. .. Murchison and 
Lieutenant AI?-grove died of their wo~ds; Lieutenant 
James Considine had his thigh broken; Lieutenants 
Wyndham Madden (severely), William Freer, Hennel, finl 
Ensign Rowley Hil1, wounded. Major Napier received 
a cla.sp and the brevet of Lieutenant-colonel for his jii&. 
tinguished conduct. 
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On the following day the Light Division edged off to 

the right and crossed the Nivelle by the picturesque 
little Lrirlge of Harastaqui. The whole army moved 
forward in three columns, and the right took post on the 
left bank of the Nive at Cambo. The extreme left of 
the British crossed the Nivelle, advanced to Bidart, and 
headquarters were established at St. Jean de Luz. 
Bayonne was strongly fortified. The enemy occupied 
farm-houses and villas around, and a morass, only pnss­
able at two points, covered an intrenched camp within 
cannon-shot. 

• The advanced posts of the 1st Drigado of the Light 
Division were placed in the churchyard of Arcanguea, in 
the Chil.teau, and in a c.,ttagc close to a lake. 'fhe 2nd 
Brigade prolonged this line towa.r~s a deep valley "'lli~ 
sepamted them from, the 5th Division holding the plateau 
on the high ruaJ to Bayonne. 

Siu{,'C the passage of the Nivellc tho weather had set 
in exceedingly disagreeable and wet. The regiment, 
after being much cxpowd in bivouac, was cantoned in 
tI,e dctaclwd miserable cottages constituting the p09r 
straggling hamlet or ~Arbonl1c. :Matters went on 
quietly, and all field operations, with the exception of 
working part~ intrellching the position Of Arcangues, 
were apparently suspended. 

Early on the morning, however, of the 29th of Novem· 
Ler, Kcmpt's Brigade was assembled in the vicinity 
of the Cha.teau d'Arcangues for the purpose, as they were 
informed, of malting some cbange in the pickets along 
the line in their immediate front and in ad'vance of 
the village of Bassussary; the outlying pickets COIlBtT 
~ 

quently pushed forward,-the French sentries retiring, 
firing off their pieces and giving the alarm. Through arime 
unfortunate misapprehension on the part of the officer in 
oommand 0f the advance, the whole body extended M 
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skirmishers, acting almost independently of each other, 
regardless of what was occurring on their flanks and of 
the numbers opposed to them. 

The French, seeing that our men persevered in holdly 
advancing, strong-Iy reinforced their pickets, and were 
enabled to hold their ground. A fierce and violent hand­
to-hand combat then ensued; the whole of Clansel's 
Division getting under arms, expecting a general action. 

Cooke, of the 43rd, in his memoirs gives a graphic 
account of this" skirmish with a vcug-cance," and a letter 
written on the spot by Lieutenant Hennel, likewise of the 
regiment, is as follo\,'"s ;.-

"ArCOJlgUl'B, Noy. 25th, 181S. 

"The tby Uft..,l benuing off my lust, tho left wing of our regi­
ment ,vns for pid,ct, olle and a hulf milo in advauec. Two com~ 
pallies and a hulf hl\lted Oot a largQ hOolldsome h0116e, and the other 
two and It hn.lf moved on a mile further to reliovo the picket" in. 
front. Since tlle 18th we have hnd very fine weather. Our 
sentries and thol>e of the l!'rew·h wero sufllciently Hear to converse. 
Tho coulltry here is YeTy hilly. 1 had the' Times' with mo und 
was rending it. I thought our opponents might 1ike to 800 both 
sides of the qU(lstioll, so hl'ld up the popel' walkillg down towllrds 
t4e dikh tIlfl.t tli.ided us. The vldette iuullediately walked his 
horse down amI met me; I asked him how he did. He said, 
• Ycry well.' I gave him tho paper and came away, wishing him 
, good morning~ 'l'ho picket got round him (the paper was the 
8th Nov., General Stewart's despatch) and sent it to their officers. 
In half un boul' ELll officer and six hussars came to relieve. Tho 
oflicer got off his horse nnd Cnmo down towards us. I immediately· 
met him at the ditch, and be cume over it without hesitation. W e 
were very polite to each other: he Cll.me witb me up my hill, and 
asRed me if I spoko }I~rench; I told him' no,' but that I would 
Belld an officer who ('Quid. Hobkirk came Witll two other officers, 
and on two mOre coming with blue great-couts, he asked if they 
were Portuguese. He stopped tnlking with us thr~quarters of an 
hour, saying it was a pity we were fighting, as they esteemed us 
much 88 soldiers. I thcn walked back with him to the ditch and 
we shook hands. He Wa!! the ('Ilief of a squadron of 10th 
HU88a.l'8, dressed very handsomely, and seemed a shreWd man. 
Hobkirk and RaiUie relieved us next day. and we went back tothe 
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('llA.teau. The owner iii a very handAome man, about twenty-five 
years old; hi! friends live in &yonne. He talked to UII without 
any I'eserve, and is very intelligent. He says the inhabitants are 
much iesa anlloyed with our Ilrmy thall thtly were with the 
Frf'nclr; he confirms all that is said a.bout spies watching political 
collvel'sations, nnd also as to persons from tho highest respectability 
down to the shoeblflck, h<>ing E'mployC'd BS acqutl.illtances, servants. 
&c., &c. Yesterday &mlt allowed tho inhubitants to return from 
llayonne to St. Jean de Luz. Monsieur d'Arcangucs told us that 
the people at UnyoIlll6 quite I'{'('oguisc the fll.ll:Iity of Buonaparte's 
Bttounts of the battles in Spain j as for instance, • the rood to 
Bayonne was C'fl)wtled with English prisoners,' when not one WlUJ 

to be scen j but, ho addod, they belic,-e \\hl\t ho tells them of 
the north, and though the people of t.be llOrth know wlmt ho saya 
of them is fnlsc, ret they belivve W;ult bo MrS of the south. 

"Next moruing' ut daylight, iustcild of rclj~'ving us, t.hc brignda 
{,[!.lIle to dri\'(' the Fr<'lIeh back; of COIIl'SfJ the pick('h, Jed the way, 
" ,(' Illnrch('(1 uuder ('uv<,:r to ollr rl\ngo of hillOl in ndvtlncQ, Cap­
tain H obkirk aud J.il'llttlJlflHt Jf:,;llil', \\ith tbl·ir L'Olllpany and ours 
(l'uptnill ~in'l)SOl\'s), forme.i ill tlw villago opposito tho I·'rendl 
pickets; aud wilf'll the firin;; ('oHl.llIt'u(·cd Oil Ollr left, Captain 
Huukirk'~ ('OlnPlluy gut throug"h till' hl,<Jg(', exlt'llud ill sldrmilih­
illg ordN, JlIH] Ill0ycd OU, I \las iml.lCdintely desired with a scdiou 
(fom-teen llH'n) to lHO\'Q on his right, \lith oruel1J to driyo the 
ulIcmy off tho hH! first hills. A.lld halt nt a houso pointed out. 

"The whole ('(!Ulltry here iOl cro",dcd with liulil.ll woods, hedges. 
ditches, awl huu<;cs, A8 we Ctl.WO UpOIl the fin;t hill. tho French 
were running ill a crowd UpOll tho sucoua, I opened tl. fire upon 
tli('1n IL'I tlwy pu:;sed, We fU.1I down tilt' hollow, 'nud then moved 
up and disl'lll.Ce<i them thero. I thon bad as fino a firo upon 
tilt'tn as possiule, Wo were upon u. hill a.uu ill n ditch up to our 
shoulders. tl.ud they ,\ero erowdin£ into a narrow llas!! to got into a 
wood close hy (L houso, strongly iut.'eHched behind whicb thoy htl.d 
9000 troops. I had tilis firo upon the wen ,.t the gateway n'lxlut 
threo-quarlers of an bour, o.t 300 yards' distaIlce, I then moved 
on, fl,Dd found Hobkirk's and Champ's companies formed with 
General Kempt, I believe' we had now ucf'..omplisbed all we 
wanted, General Kempt ordered us to move forward, I. being 
neam>t to a gap, moved first; he called me back, and said, 'Now, 
mind. you are not to go beyond tbe wood.' We were now about 
400 yards from their trenches: the first 100 yards W&8 a close, the 
next a thick wood. the two next clOllEl@with a alight. hedge between 
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them, and wit,h SC8rt"e any bank or ditch. Just as I CAme to the 
edge of the wood, Lieutenant Baillie following at the head of 
Captain Hobkirk's company, said, • H ere is Cavalry! form up!' 
1 turned round, and Saw them and infantry, ooth much stronger 
than we \Vcr~, entering the wood on tlip allier side. We gave them 
such a tirens (]lIkkly llellt them off, and t1 WD moved to the frontof 
the wood, each man to his tree, and kept up a firo upon thei r 
trencJ)('s. ~l'hey did not forgl.'t to return it, Imt it did little rnisdtief 
as we were well covered by the trees; tho boughs dropped fu.st 
aroull(1 us, and the lel\vcs were knocked up by our side. 

t< After being here llft,]f an Lour, the advance W8lI sounded (I 
afterwards found by mistllkl') : Hobkirk Ilnd BAillie moved out of 
tbe wood at tbe h ead of their men, and I at tbe hend of mille, 
under a tremendous fire to the 8li~ht hedbre, not marc than 90 or 
100 yards from tlleir trondles, iu which were at H~I\l-.t 201.10 men on 
the tlirPf> lIi\l<'S. As 13,.illie ClJ,me up, he With three otbers '\\88 
knoek~l ov('r. Bnillie was struck in the forehead, and instantly 
dif'1l I \\11S at the ll&dge flrst of my men, 11ml instantly laill down 
flat; e,'ery man got 11S gooU 11 place n.s he could. The hedge nnd 
(htch ~rcely ulfumed I\ny ('over. I orUered them to CtllfW firing, 
as for (,,,cry shot we gavo tlwy sent five or six ill relum, all btrik· 
ing within a foot or t\\O of him tlmt firOO. .At this timo our other 
four compani~ kPl't up a firo upon them, and 1 tbought they 
were going to storm tbe trenches. 

U I lay hl'ro lull ull hOllr, h'lVing many wounded around me, 
",ben 8cf'ing no refl/' rvo coming up and 0111' tiT(' mack~nillg much 
(five of u~ ",('rc lying togt't1ll'r, IUld at one moment throo of us 
were struck--one had the bottom of his chin knocked off within 11. 

fo .... inchC's uf Illy £I('C, ullother WUB hit in thf' OO1y, and the third 
in the arm), dcterminl"d me to shift my qUJ.rteT!l. I deaiN'd u.ll 
around me to CTIlld Oll their bod.ictl (if we had or11wJOO on our 
bUilds and knees v. e 8hould all havc been knookf.,'(} over) to our 
right into the bollow uncler cover. I (.'ol1(\('tod about twenty men 
88 I went along. At. we began crawling, a man 'AIUJ killed ju. .. t by 
me. When we had b"Ot tllirty or forty yaJ'ds we were under cover, 
and I stayed thoro tlbout twenty minutes, scttmg a man to l\atch 
if tbey came ou't of the trenches, :rX>inting out tbe road to retire 
by. The retreat 6Quuded; they immediately rushed out, and I 
made the best of my wa.y with my men over a littla hill, under a. 
tremendous fu.e, to some hoUi1e8 in real' where I found two com· 
pa.nies. .After leaving eighteen men UDder Lieutenant Steel, "6 

retired to the rest of the regiment; e.a we lett we leamt that Hob-
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kirk, with twelve or fourteen mell, were made prisoners. IJeut.vnant 
Steel was to rl'tifi) to the pDIIition \0\0 wantl..>d, and then balt. Ho 
had a I1I10t in hh~ IC'g. Lut it is not n bud wou!ld. Thw elided, Ilt 
t\\O o'clock r.M., 1\ aldrll1illh \\biell, Imt for th"o lfiisi..ilk", would only 
haH' COtit US tell men woulllled; Its it is, \Hl have 1 Ci~J)ta.in missing. 
1 lieutenant killed, 1 IHlunned, 2lJCrgeun1.!;, 76 men killetl. wounded. 
lind mis.ling. ThWi I have pl.~l tiJ(' hottt'lit fire I m'er $I\W, Boon· 
joz not ex{'cpk-d. I WfJ.!:I in tll(lnty tim(,s more dlluger than in eitlwr 
the battlcg of SH.lumfl.ul'a or Vittol'in, lIlla I haYL~ not tet'eivro the 
I<light~t injury; 1\ lond Cu.1l for g'l'lIt;tll,lc-it IIhull not Lo unut­
tended to. If I li H~ to tl'tUrIl, 1 .. hall havn muny Tt·mlU'k~ of u. 
AI'riow; 11ll.hll'(' to IIltlkl" thll t \\ould bt, imjlI'Uj)('f to Jll~'c here. 
Builli" IVa ... n li lK' yv,lIIg mlln, Lall ju"t COlllU Irvm j~II!-:"l n,lld with 
Jlo\)kirk, urillgillg: II m""t "l1l1('lh I;,it, Houklrk " 1 J(' J1, I~ n('Ur lOOUl. 

tn )'t'!\.r (Ill drl'lK A fln;:! of tl'lWI' 1111"; !;l'llt tn !~k 1)('1'111 i.;.linl1 for 
hi,. private ,0\\'1'1'11111 ulHl .i!!Ii!'~a!-!1' to ~<I to him, \\ hich "ll':l J.:rH lJtpll j 

IUHl l lwur ]',ur(1 " 'cllillgttllL lw;.; o,4'l1t tIll' 111l1JW'; 01 fOllr Fl't'Ji('h 
I'uptain>! fi,l' tI1I'1Il to cluO(!IO(' (JUI ' 1Il I'x dmu:,.{l', I'U Ill' Ilill vcry Iikf' ly 
i't'tUrD. Lord \ VeUill:,.{tolL kult\l;.; \tjm l )(' r~>lmlly. lUnjor l\npier 
enllt'1'1 tlw oflil'\'!fl! tll:,.{l'the f y,';.; terday, (khcnkiy tv i'uiut Ollt 10 
tiwm tho u('t'('~'!il y ut' jndgmPllt am] ('<llltioll in til!' 1i1'11l; ho bllid 
it 11'a:; not. n(,I'('"Mry Itt tlli~ tillll' of uny fur tho ofliel'r~ of tIll) 43rd 
tu ~how tu('mhCivt'H 1IlC'1l of coum~c. By 11 1]('lI()rtor we learn th" 
From,h have DOUU IIWlJ VII tlti~ sid(' the NiH', uwIIOOO III Hayofllll" 
IUld thut t1l1'y lost 1UO TIlI'll Ill) tlu- ~3rJ. 'Ve are inin'll1'I)ing tlw 
l lO..'!.ition \W WIll' Ll.lvo-Ai't'U11g'UNI, \V(' took 1.1 grr'ltt /lpnl of 
p:roullll on our I(,ft hy JlU,~LjlJg' tlwlll WI \I t' dill. 'fhl'l'(' il4 JlO r~'lW.ln 
why Illl sLouiJ lJot luivUl]('(', I tind if I luu{ n'mrunOl.l with llo~ 
kirk 1. blHJ1l1d certainly hu\'c heen takl'1l pri~Ollt'r, U't full :lOO mell 
ru"beJ out of the trcIIClu'>I umlkupcd ovcr tbo heuge 111'011 h im." 

It may not be ullintcresting to mention that the Marquis 
d'Arcangues alludcu to is still alive, alld a remarkably 
fine specimen of the old French haute 1/rfJie88e. During a 

recent excurl:lion in La Basque, the writer of these records 
was hospitably welcomed at the allciont chateau, where M. 
ri' Arcangues passes the autumn of his days, patriarchally 
surrounded by numerous children and grandchildren. 
His memory of the events of iSiS-which rendered his 
estate historic ground-is acutely retentive. He related 
several anNXiotes; among them, how onc poor fellow of 
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the 431'd, on being carried into the chl1teau serioup-ly 
wounded, desired the surgeon to hand him the bullet just 
extracted, whicl1 ·he then placed under his pillow. saying 
it" should yet WiHg a FrcIlChman," The Ma.rquis d'Ar­
cangues rema.rked that he was well acquainted with 
various olliccrt; of the regiment, whom he characterised 
as a very g'clItlcmnnlike bet, adding that Ij(~ ruct Hobkirk 
at dinlJcr at Boult'f', the vcry eVC'lli/lg of his capture, who 
from the I'iclmcss of his dress WUI:! at firRt mistakell for a 
ficld·marsIHl.I. 

Loru WelliIlgton theu determined to separate his army 
into two corps, to force tIle pa .. <,&'lg'C of tile Nive. The 
Light Division rcmaill...:d OIl tlJC left Lanl~ . Soult's posi­
ti01l rouud BayoIllic \\as fin more compact and. concen­
tmtcJ thall that of the British. On the nth of December 
the army was put ill lOution. The 211u DivisioH timlod the 
river near CamLo; the Light Division alivallcl!u again!>.t 
the Fl'Cllch ill ii'put of Bu<.;Su:>&ary antI Ul'()\' C in some of 
their picke!~; while the left, uudcr 8ir John Hopc (who 
had succeedeu Ril' Thomas lhahmn), made ,\ay nearly 
up to the intrenclled oa1l1p ill frollt of BayoJlne. Desultory 
skirmisllilJg' took l)lace. 

At dajLrcnk 011 the 10th au adYlIliCe of t]le eneroy was 
observed within a hundreJ yurds of the 43rd picket com­
manded by Lieutcuant Cooke. ALout nine o'clock, a sen­
tinel btationed on the highest ground informed him that he 
had seeD a mountain gun brought on a mule's back alld 
pbced behind s, Lush. In a few moments, Soult with 
about forty 8taff-ofiicers came within poi'~t-blank range to 
reconnoitre. During this short inte:tval, Cooke, climbing 
up a tree, descried a column of tho enemy lying down 
and in readiness to pounce upon his party, 

Leaving the next senior officer in charge, h~ immediateTy 
gal10pped off to acquaint the Geneml, who desired him to 
deavatch a mounted officer to Baron .A.iten, to delay firing 
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until the latest possible moment, and at the same time sent 
part of another company to Cooke's support. 

Soon after some French soldiers, headed by an officer­
who feigning indifference made a bow to the party and 
carelest;ly looked about him- issued from behind the 
hedges and moved round within a hundred ynrds, while 
to the left a body of their eM' airy appeared. Heturning 
the civility of not Leing fired Up011, the ChasseuT8 called 
to the men of the 431'd picket to retire. 'The French 
skirmisherlll then mlvanccd, lalkiug to each otlier, good 
naturedly allowing our sentinel.. to retreat witllOut a shot. 
They expeclcd I)), their f>upcriul' ity of llumlxm~ to win 
the 110st by u coup de lIIain, aua 80 to surpri"e more 
effectually tlJC whole liue. But wlleu they w~rc within 
tweuty yank of the ablmtis, Cooke culleJ out, "Now fire 
:l.way !" Tile fi n,;t di!;chuJ:ge Jill great c}.ccutiOH ; aud thus 
commenced the 

BATTLE OJ<' THE Nl"':. 

The enemy deLoucheu from Lclliuu tllo tbickeUi in 
crowds, and the flallkl:l of tiw 431J IJickct were tutued, 
right amI Jeft ; the French Yoltigeul'l:l shouting, , I Eu avant, 
en avant, Fralllfais! Yivc l'Empcreur!" III the me(l.n time 
the whole of the pickctb of the ·1:lrd ceased firing und 
retired leisurely, taking thei r titation with tlHj rest of the 
regiment, and formed ill tlHt c!Jul'chyard of AlCaugucs, 
while the remainder of the brigade lined the brea8t­
work of the ~lJfttet1u. Oue contpallY of the 43rd baving 
lleld ita ground too long in front of Bassuss<'\ry waa sur­
rounded. Duncan Oameron in command asked the so1diers 
if they would charge to the rear; upon this they rushed 
into the vi1Jage with Buch proloIlged huzzas, their sudden 
apparition seY'.surprising a French brigadier that he halted 
,his column; when they sprang across the single street and 

~. 



~o8 Disltmeal Reeoy,," <if the IBt!_ 

The 2nd Brigade of the Light -Division, previously in 
Mhelon to the left of the lst and obliquely to the rear, 
now became sharply engaged. The plateau of Arcangues 
and Bussassary being gained by the enemy, became the 
pivot of Boult's operatioDR, enabling his right wing to 
tackle the [Ith Divi&ion on the high road to St. Jean-de 
Luz. The attack opposite to the 43rd ceased, with the 
exception of the playing of artillery , which continued on 
the dlUfchyard. This went on for some time, 1.,"llt the 
43rd from the churchyard kept up so sharp and incessant 
a fire that the French gUIlDers were at last glad to cease 
molesting them. 

The .enomy, collecting in fOff' (> on the neighbouring 
heights, then scemed to meditate a doser attack. Two 
companies lined the iutcrior of the churcll, round which 
ran wooden galleries; the walls were cannon proof, 
and water was carried into tlte building and a strong 
traver.e erected across the door; so that if par hasard the 
enemy should gain possossion, tllC fire from the galleries 
would drive them out. The rest of the battalion waa 
st..'l,.tioned in Tcscrvc behind the stone wall encircling the 
c1mrchyard, with fixed bayonets ready to charge. The 
enemy's advance was within two hundred yards, covered 
by G..'l.nnon on the brow of the hill; thf' 43rd had two 
mOUlltain guns, t.hrPe-pounders, placed to the left of the 
church. The other intrenchments consisted of a few 

lightly turned shovels of earth, which the Fre~ch VoIti­
ge}1rs might hav~ easily bopped over; and Jiank defences 
were wholly omitted. 

On the ilt~ of December, it was conjectured the Duke 
of Dalmatia. would break our centre by advancing against 

, the- churCh ~n'd chateau. Accordingly Sir John Hope 
detached the right of his force nearer to the left of the 
Light Divisiort;" but the enemy again attacked and 
obliged him to resume his origina.l ground, when many 



brave men fell on both sides. Though the French 
advance was close 'to. the 43rd, there was no firing, tmd 
the interregn.um was used.w strengthen the.position. At. 
this juncture, two battalions of German' troops, men of 
Nassau and Frankfort, left the French lines and CIlDle 

over to the Allies. 
On the 12th, firing continued through the greater part 

of the dny. In the evening, on calling the roll of the 
regimeo.t, a dozen men were reported missing, whereupon 
Colonel Napier despatched an officer witll a sergennt and 
patrol in quest. The Ulen were found in a small house 
filled with apples, all most mni<."..lble terms w.ith about as 
tnany French soldienl-oddly enough belongiJlg.to tIle 
Imperial 43rd. The &,\me object, that of secnring the 
tempting fruit, had impelled both parties to the spot, and 
all had gone on the apple raid unarmed. The French, on 
observlug d lat the English bore "43" on their breast­
plates, examined them attentiYcly, cordially shook hands, 
and expressed much pleasure in the nccidcntal rcncontre, 
asking many questions as to rations and allowances;· all~ 
assured them if they would accompany them to a post a 
little way off they would give them some first-rate brandy. 
Upon the appea,rance of the officer, the Frenchmen, 
believing themselves prisoners, brought forth the whole 
of their spoil as a }leace offering; but he merely pointed 
to the door, whence they efl'ected their escape, while tbe 
English truants with crammed havresacks were escorted 
back to their quarters. 

On the 13th Sault attacked Hill's corps at St. Pierre. 
It was a. noble battle, nobly won by the British Genera.l. 
Both sides fought as if determined that the struggle. 
should wind up, in brilliant style, the three day&' ~mQ.at 
of the Nive. 'l'be enemy, driven back at aU pointe, never 
again resumed the offensivE', nor was the. British "army 
further disturbed by petty aff.irs. 

• 



'2 '0 His/orical R6COYds Of llu 

.Jn tbe afternoon, Lord Wellington passing by tbe 43rd 
in conversation with Sir James Kempt was heard to ~y. 
"I bave of tell sOOn the Frencl,J. well licked, btlt I never 
knew them get ~uch a hell of a licking as Hill has given 
them to-day." 

In the late various affairs the 43rd had 1 rank and file 
killed; 13 rank alld file, wounded; 1 sergeant, 1 bugler, 
and 19 rank-and file, missing. "Lieut.-Colonel W. Napier 
was wounded, first by a. musket-ball in the right hip, and 
again by the explosion of a shell whieh drove his telescope 
against his face. He received a clasp for having com­
manded the regiment. The year closed without further 
incidents, ~nd national Christmas f'drtivities were cele­
brated in due form. 

1814. 

Early in February the Light Division passed the Nive 
and occupied Bastiue, but the 43rd were ordered to return 
tp Ustaritz to hring on their new clothing which had 
t:eached that place from England. 

Renching Sauveterre they found the bridge had been 
blown up, and it was therefore necessary to ford the river 
upwards of a hundred yards in breadth. .Although 
hardly three feet deep, so rapid waH the current, and so 
stony the bottom, that it was deemed advisable for the 
strongest men to throw off their knapsacks, join hands, 
and form a close chain with their faces to the stream, in 
order to pick up any who might turn giddy or lose foot· 
hold. At night they bivouacked in a wood within three 
miles of Orthes, where they learnt that the battle of 
Orthel!' had 'Oeen fought. Early on the 29th, the regiment 
got under arms, hoping to give the 2nd Division u the go 
by;" but the movement having been anticipated, striet 
orderi3 were issued that they should follow in rear. 

When within four miles of the river Adour, Wellington 
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rode up, and said, "Forty-Third, what a.re you deing 
here?" Napier replied that the officer commanding the 
column .would not Jet them pass. In ten minutes the 
whole Qf the troops in their front were halted, the Regi­
ment marcheJ forward, and soon after formed. column in 
the Grande Place of the town of St. Sever. From thence 
they were. sent with Roas's brigade of Horse-artiUery to 
Mont de MarEi!l-D to take possession of tllO stores in that 
town. When the bridge was reached, Picton declined 
halting the :>rd Division, and it was not until he received 
th~ most peremptory orders tv do /:JO that he consented. 
Soult having left Bordeaux to ita fate, retired up the 
Adour to confront Hill's corps which had branched off to 

the right, and was moving. in the direction of Aire to 
threaten the French Mal'shal'l:! communication with 
Toulouse. 

Instead of J~ing received with hostility or sullenness at 
Mont de Marsan, the inhabitants flocked out to welcome 
the British troops. The new clothing WRI'I carried by the 
soldiers on the tops of their knapsacks, while nearly all 
their trowsers in wear were made from blankets. The 
French cxprcf$Scd much astonibhment at seeing t.he troops 
of the richest nation in the world so thread-bare and 
poorly clad. The band struck up, and the women ex­
claimed, "Ma roi! Lea Anglais ont de 1& musique! Et 
voila de beaux jeuneR ge~s ausal ! " 

The 43rd then took possession of the village of Brin­
quet, and social hospitalities were exchanged until the 
19th, when the Division encamped on a ridge of hills 
eaet of Vic BigolTe: there they witnessed the attack on 
the town by the ard Division. 

On the 20th, while 200 French cavalry blocked up the 
main road, a. portion of the British army made a demon­
stration of cr0SSing the Adour opposite the town of 
Tarbes. The 43rd formed column on the left, with a 

F 2 
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tro.p of the 10t,h HussarR beJow, facing the French 
detachment. Two of the enemy's videttes walked their 
horses to within a. hundred yards of the lOth, .and sar­
castically challenged them to charge. The officers of the 
43rd whispered them to avoid rashness and keep perfectly 
quiet until a company could creep along under.a,hedge to 
take the chasseurs in flank; when the main bolt instantly 
unmasked two pieces of cannon at half range, and be-­
gan playing away. The 6th Division then attacked in 
reverse, obliging them to retire on Tarbes. Next morn­
ing, the enemy being in full retreat towards Toulouse, 
the Light Division cut in upon the high road of St. 
Gaudcns, and eventually crossed the Garonnc by a pon­
toOIl bridge, ncar Fenoulhiet, while the army marched 
jn parallel columns on Toulouse. When within two 
miles, the enemy were seeu in dense black columns filing 
out of tbe town, and forming in order of battle on the 
terre de CaLadc, crowned with redoubts. Sault had 
arrived on the 24th of March, and his position was 
exceedingly strong. 

ilATTLE OF TO,(; LOl"SK 

Lord 'Vellington remained on the left bank. of the 
Garonne. On the A.ll. of April the lOth, the enemy 
were tb be forced noal' a Jarge building in front of the 
tJte-de-pont of Oraniague by the. 3rd Division. The 2nd 
Brigade of the Light Division branched off to the right 
to make a sham attack opposite the tet~-pont of Lea 
Min'imes, and to keep up a link with the 3rd Division, 
while the lst Brigade edged off to the left to support the 
Spania.rds, then moving in echelon on that flank. While 
croseing a small rivulet, two of the enemy's guns opened 
from the detached eminence of La Borde de la Pugade. 
So BOOn as the Spaniards had crossed the stream and 
ditch they advanced rapidly, driving the FrellCh from 



their advanced posts, behind which they formed in 
column. 

At 11 o'clock the Spa.niards moved"forward to attack 
the heights of Pugade, but suffered 8 terrible defeat; the 
French came round the left flank of the fugitive Spaniards, 
until stoPF by the £re of a brigade of guns and an 
attack on 'eir own left by the Rifi(;s supported by the 
43rd. The enemy, finding tlleY had tot.-'\Uy defeated 
the Spaniards, immediately moved a body of troops and 
cavalry to the right, to make head against the 4th and 6th 
Divisions; but wr the repulse of the Spania:,rds the 
battle almost ceased on that side. About this time, an 
officer of the 43rd-Lieutenant Havelock,-extra aide-de­
camp to Baron Alten, was seen riding at the base of the 
enemy's position, turning !md twisting his horse at full 
speed, inducing a group of brother officers to imagine he 
\fas wounded and no longc~ able 1:0 manage the animal. 
Suddenly he fell, as it were, from the saddle to the ground, 
and the horse made a dead stop. BeJieving him killed, 
great was their sUl"I'Tise when he remounted, cantering 
towards them with a hare which he had ridden down. 

By the middle of the d.ly,'he Gth D)vision gained the 
French position and took a redoubt. The 4th Division 
made an ob1ique march to the left to tUln the enemy's 
right flank, which manreuvre greatly contributed to the 
victory. The French made a desperate attempt to retake 
the great redoubt in the ('entre, but without effect. 
Owing to this failure, they quietly e..,vrcuated those. on 
their left, and the whole army retired to the faubourg 
of St. Etienne: Soult held the town oq the following 
day, hemmed in on almost every side, but there was no 
firing, and during the night of the 11th retreated towards 
Ca.rcassonne. Lord Welliugton entered in triumph on­
the" 12th. 

On the l~th •• detachment from the 2nd Rattalioa 
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joined, consisting of 2 captains, 4 lieutenants, 3 ensign~ 
3 sergeants, and 198 rank and file; only two days too 
late to share in the laat laurels gathered in the six yeill's' 
conflict. 

For several daya Sault declined negotiating with. Lord 
Wellington, and the Division was for the last time put 
in motion, marching some leagues on the road to Ville 
Franche. Hardly had they taken up their ground, 
before General Count Albufera de Gazan, deputed by 
the Dukes of Dalmatia and .Albuorn to treat with'Lord 
Wellington, alighted, and preliminaries for permanent 
peace were entered upon. 

In consequence, the Division retra(..'Cd their steps to 
Montecb, where for SlX subsequent weeks the 43rd 
remaiuod, passing the time most agreeably; the enjoy­
ment of the hospitalitieH and gaieties lavishly offered 
Ly the leading residents· rlonbtless greatly enhanced by 
long previous aLstinence. On the regiment quitting 
Montech, great domonstrations of regret were made by the 
citizens, who in crowds floc'Ompnnieli them to the banks 
of the Garouno. The officers dismounrod, walked behind 
the regiment cSC<?rtcd by the ladies of Languedoc, ex­
changing many tokens of mutuiil interest. The soldiers, 
too, bad enrolled themselves iu the good graces of the 
grisettes, and orie, as llf>r admirer entered the boa.t, flung 
herself into tho river, but was fortunately reBcued from a 
wa.tery grave and eventually united to the sergeant for 
lov~ of whom sbe· had so nearly perished. 

The whole British army then marched for Bordeau.x, 
the Portuguese OaQ6dores detaching in order to tegain 
their own oountry. They took leave of the Light Division 
with unfeigned sorrow, whom they would willingly ha.ve 
followed to any quarter of the globe. Having for severnl 
years fought side by side, they had themselves a.ttained 
the same conspicuous state of discipline and efficiency. 
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~'The training enforced by Moore was contrived to 
prodnoe a perfect soldier. He did not merely teach 
striplings to move a hundred thousand men on paper. 
but put them in the ranks and made >them practise the 
duties of privates. They thus acquired an inward, and 
Dot a mere outward knowledge of the functions they were 
to superintend. 

" H e also devised Buch improvements in drill, discipline 
and dress, arms, formations and movemellUl, 8S would 
have placed him for milimry refonns beside the Athenian 
Iphicrates, if he had Hot had the grea.ter glory of dyiug 
like the Spartan Brasidas. 

"The material chosen by Moore to fashion after his 
own plan were tbt;l three infantry regime"nts-the 43ra, 
52nd, and Rifles; and Sir William Napier recorda with 
pride that < they sent forth a larger number of distin­
guished offiearA than any three regiments in the world. 
'l'he men vied with their leaders in attaining excellence. 
They oonstitutcd ·Wellington\; celebrated Light Division, 
and even before they had seen a battle were, according to 

Major Hopkins, looked up to as the veteralls of the army 
by troops who had already been in fight: 

", The g reatest secret of war is discipline,' wrote the 
historian, and it was to di scipline that the Light Divit;ion 
owed its supremacy; they were never negligent, never 
dismayed. Once, on their way to the lines of Torres 
Vedras, they started up from their sleep in the night, 
witho.ut an enemy being near or an alarm being given, 
and disperRed in every dire(·tion. A voice called out 
that the pUTsumg cavalry was amongst them, and immep 

diately the whole of the scattered soldiers ran iogether 
to repel the attack. 

"They a.re stated to have been no less orderly on the 
breach than in the ]inc, and though they were a.lways at 
the Otltposf.@, in the moat hazardous situatloIl8, the only 
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baggage they lost throughout the Peninsular ca.mpai;n 
was on the retreat from. Salamanca, when some horse­
men got up to their rear in a wood and captured two 
mules: 

<I Six years of warfare could not detect a flaw in their 
system, nor were they ever matched in courage or"skill. 
Those three regiments were avowedly the best that 
Englalld ever had under arms. ThiR is no idle ooast. 
War 'WaS better known, the art more advanced "Under 
Napoleon than in any age of the world before, and the 
French veterans- those victors of a thousand Lattles­
never could stand an iDl:ltant before my gallant men." 

Hardly had the Division sighted Bnrdeaux, and drawn up 
irt an adjacent wood, before they were desired, with barely 
time to t:lhake tbc dnst from off their accoutrements, to form . 
along tho road, in order to be reviewed by their Chief-now 
created DuKJ,; of Wellington. A t the conclusion they 
moved on to B1anchcfort Camp, and t11ence to PouiUac, 
wLere the final separat.ion of comrades in arms, so long 
and gloriously associated, took place. 

BriglJtJy danced the sun's reflected rays on the glittering 
waters of the Garonne, as the greater part of tIle 43rd 
were rowed aboard the 'Queen Charlotte,' flag.ship of 
Lord Keith, Admiral of the Channel Fleet, for convey­
ance to Old Enghmd. The remainder embarked in tbe 
'Dublin.' After nine days, the 'Queen Charlotte' 
dropped her anchor in Plymouth Sound. The battalion 
disembarked on tne 23rd and 25th of July, and the officers 
ga,ve a. dinner at the ' Fountain' to the Admiral and his 
subordiaat.es, in return for the kindness and courtesy 
shown them whilst at sea. Before the close of the month 
the 2nd Battalion arrived from Hythe Ba.rracks, when an 
interchange took place. 

After three months' rest and quiet at hOl1Ae, the 1st 
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Battalion, musteripg 1050 bayonets, commanded by 
cOlonel Patricksoll, was ordered to 'form a brigade with 
the'7th Eusiliers, already on board suip: and take passage 
for the same destination-the New World, On the lOth 
of October, the regiment w~ placed in three transports, 
and, 'after remaining weather~bound for a fortnight, got. 
under weigh. In six weeks Martinique and Dominica 
were sighted j Fort George was passed; aud in. twelve 
days t11e transporU!, convoyed by the' Veugeur,' 74, made 
t.he delta of tIle Mississippi, thcnce steered for Lac Borgne, 
and on New Year's Day found themselves ill tIle midst 
of f\ British fleet, the greater part of the ships from 
the' Chesapeake' havillg arriyeJ, with the troops which 
bad capturell Wa~hillgton, 

In the la:st great campaign of the American ",Var there 
was no lack of courage, t.hough au incrcuible flmOllnt of 
blundering. Not satisfied with ruinillg the trade of all 
towns all the Mississippi by blockading t.hat river, it had 
been dcfermilled to atta(;k New Orleans. The Briti8h 
commander filldillg t.hat the intended coup was anticipated 
by the Americans, struck UpOll the bold idea of entering 
Lac Borglie :in the seasun of Hhort days and long nights, 
baffling winds, intense cold. and, withal, in a vely difficult 
navigation-a daring cnterprise, skilfully carried out. 
Before daylight on the 13t.h of December, tho men-of, 
war's boats in three divisions had entered .Lac Borgne; 
by the 21st, the land forces, commanded by Major-General 
Sir John Kean, were concentrated on Isle aux Poix; and 
on t.he 22nd, Captain Travers' company of the Rifles in 
Mvance, seeing 'a fire on the right-hand of the creek, 
landed and captured an American look~out picket withunt 
a shot being. fired on either side. Early next da.y, 1600 
British troops w<¢ro landed within seven miles of New 
Orleans, and marching through a plantation the same· 
company .M'Rifles quietly captured (\ major and twenty 
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American militiamen; but the officer q,ontrived to escape, 
and spread the news of the British descent . 

.All difficulties nad thus disappeared. A flat open plain 
with a cypress wood was on t.he right, the Mississippi on 
the left, with tl16 city of New Orleans stretched in front. 
Up to this epoch General Jackson was virtually surprised; 
the tro?ps how~ver halted at the exact moment when 
they should have advanced, and 00 notice was takeu of 
two American vessels of war anchored in the river. A 
8taft' officer-the present General Sir De Lacy Evans, 
K.C.B.-recommcnded that time should be taken by the 
forelock, but his seniors decided ot1e1'w186. Jackson thlle 
gained breathing t.ime. alld, knowing tllat New Orleans 
was HO place for defence, "Old Hickory" determined to 

show his generalship. The troops already landed were the 
4th and R5tb, five companies of the 95th Itifles, two light 
field.pieces, and a few sappers. Instead of being em~ 
ployed in throwing up some kind of cover, these soldiers 
were lounging' about while the boau; returned to fetch 
the remainder. 

Fires blazed in the bivouac, arms were piled, and each 
soldier looked after his individual llecessities. At eight 
o'clock the anchor of one of the sloops of fourteen guns­
which had been observed up the river-was 1ft go. The 
fires enahled the Americans to point their guns with pre­
cision, and Ulen round and gfape shot at once played 
.amongst the astonished troops, knocking over the 
RrJtls a~d boilinp mess-kettles, and scattering logs of 
blazing wood far and near, maiming and killing many. 
Captain Hallen's company of the Rifles began a battlo 
single-handed; against part of the 7th and 44th American 
regimenta and a strong body of irregulars, led by Jackson 
himself; but they could not beat Hallen and his eighty 
men, wholly unsupported. There was severe hand~to­

hand figh~ing, and prisoners were taken and retaken on 
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both sides. The Americans failed in the great point of 
forcing tbe main road. Finally they gave wayan all 
sides, after a contest of three hours, priQ6paHy sustained 
by the Rifles and the 85th-in aU about 1000 strong. 
Some companies of the 93rd Highlanders and 2bt 
Fusiliers came up towards the close, and proved a most 
seaAonable reillforcem~nt. . 

Instead of following up Ilijo; victory, the British General 
let slip his opportunit), although all his force was now 
landed. 

Jackson continued to fire into the bivouac of the British, 
while he prolongel:t. broad Jitdl l)y a ellt to the nfissis­
::,~ppi, about olle hUlldred yardl:l behind his Crescent 
battery on Ille lligh road, in hopes of saving New Orleans 
for a day . Behind n"li:.;, he cOllstnlCtcd witll tile utmost 
despatch a. lJrl.rric~dc of ncar threc.qua.lferl> of:l mile ill 
length-extending from the riv(>r to a. woud, said to be 
impas&'l.ble, on his left--compor.ed of barrel .. and I:mgar­

casks placed here and tlwre along tIle edge of a d,tch 
ten fect wide by three Jeep, the interstices filled with 
mud and all killds of rubbil>h. Two heavy pieces of 
cannon were mounted on tlle original Crescent battery. 
From hour to hour, the Allleri<"'llllR, uUIDolested, strength­
ened the barricade with bales of cotton and everything 
that came to hanJ. 

On Christmas-day, Major-General Sir Edward Paken-
1Jam and Major-General GiLhH arrived. Pakenham at . 
once declared thflt troops were never before in such a pre­
dicament, and although auguring badly as to the resuit, 
resolved to persevere in the attack. He made DO instan­
taneous advance, but remodelled the small' British force 
into two brigades; the dragoons, having no horses, were 
employed. about the hospitals and other head-quarter 
purpooes. 

On tbe 27th, Jackson's schooner was blown up by red.-
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hot shot from a battery hastily erected. On the following 
day a reconnaissance was made, by wlJich we lost fifty men 
and made no way. The other American ship of fourteen 
guns was warped up the river nearer to the town. .A. 
battery was erected 700 yards from General Jackson's 
Crescent battery, a:nd on the ht of January, 1815. a. 
second attempt was made on the American works With 
no Letter success, Such Wf'lS the a~pect of affairs fifteen 
days after the first landing of the British troops. 

1815. 
• On the 5th of ,January the 7th nna 43rd landed, both 

corps in splendid ordBT, musterin~ upwards of 1700 
bayonek.. .A grand attack Leing determined on, as a 
preliminary, at efblict'I. o'clock r.M. on the 7th, 200 
of the 43rd, with a. proportioIln.te numhctt of officers, 
were ordered to the front to mend and guurd a battery on 
the right of tlle enemy's lines, ,lIld ende:wour to render 
it tenable before Ja;vlight. 1Vat<>r unluckily sprang up 
at the depth of a foot, ohliging them to pare the surface 
for a great extent urouud; but they worked unflagging)y 
througil the greater part of the llight, when some oo.nnou 
were dragged up and placed in the battery. 

Two companies of the 7th and 93rd with one of the 
43rd, a compact little column of 240, were to assault the 
Crescent battery, which now mounteB twenty pieces. 
'J'he working party of the 43rd had only just quitted 
the battery at which they had been toiling, when a rocket 
--"':"the Signal for ' attack-went whizzing a.loft, falling into 
the Mississippi. For a minute or two all was silence; 
then a tremendous discharge from the British artillery 
opened upon th~ left of the American lines before they 
could even see upon what their fire was to be directed, 
and before the attacking column of the British was pro­
perly formed. 
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Light breaking disclosed the 7th and 43rd in echelon; 
the 85th had been .detR.ched across the river; the Fusiliers 
were within 300 yards of the enemy's lines. So great 
was the echo from all 8ide~ that each report seemed 
answered an hundred-fold. The assault had commenced, 
and the 200 men of the 43rd ran the gauntlet from the 
left to the centre, under a cross-fire, iu hopes of taking part. 
But the attack had already failed, and companies were 
brokclJ, driwtl bac-k, and dibpersed . Lieutcuant Duncan 
CampLeIl of tha 43rd WM observed funning about in 
circles, aud at length fell rill his face. 'Vhen picked up, 
he was found to Le 'b~nJ frolll the effects of a grape-shot 
rtmt had tom open his forellead. A8. llC was borne 
insensible to the rcar, wi th a collvulsive gra .. p h(' clutched 
the hilt of his !',wonl, the Lladb ha"v-ing been~broken off 
by the t.hot, and then expired. 

Three generals, 7 colone ls, 75 offilX:re, alld 1781 soldiers 
had fallen in a few minllte:... Pakenham was killed, 
Gi\,bs mortally wounded, lli l'l Lrigade disperl'lCd, and Keane 
disabled. The eOlllmanu de, olved upou Major-General 
La.mbert. Wit.h the exception of the 200 of the 43rd in 
the centre, hardly a man was found all the \V3) to the 
bank of the river, where Colonel Tl JOrnton im.d crossed. 
Lieutenant Rowley Hill of the 43rd remarked, " Look at 
the 7th and 43rd, like two sevcnty-fomR becalmed. Why 
were they not led on?" Many old solJ.iel's askf'd the 
same question, but in vain. 

In conjunction with two companies of the 7th and 93rd, 
one of the 43rd, BOon after the British artillery opened, 
bad rushed forwa'rd under a murderous fire of cannun, 
rifles, and small arms, and although the Crekcent battery 
was defended bravely, forced their way into it. But their 
ranke were nearly annihilated, as 8 officers and 180 men 
were killed or wounded. The remaining handful cIung 
tenaciously to the battery; fouf. pieces of cannon were 
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taken, a.nd the spldiers ensconced themselves in the 
exterior ditch, in hopes of succour. It was only when 
the grand attack failed that they retired , ;which was 
effected by some mising their caps on the points of their 
ba,yonets, and making a H~rt inducing tllC enemy to fire 
a voIJey. Before t.he smoke cleared away, these men, at 
full speed, were almost Leyond musket range. Only 
three officers of the whole detac11ment escaped unwounded. 
Lieutenant Steele of the 43rd alone got off scot fhe. 

This company of' the 43rd was commanded by Captaiu 
RoLert Simpson. The subalterns w~e Lieutenants Duncan 
Campbell, Meyrick, a.nd Alexander Steele-all volunteers. 
The loss amounwd to 2 lieutenant\<, ] sergeant, 1 bugle~r, 
and 11 ra1l1~ ,:lQd file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 2 sergeants, 
and HI 'rank and file, woundeu; 1 c:l.ptain, 2 buglers, and 
15 rank- aud file, 1I1issiJlg alJd pri!)()ners. The officers 
killed were Lieutcnants Duncan Campbell and Meyrick; 
Captain Hobert Simpson f;(>ycrely wounded and taken 
pl'isoner, and Li<'.utenftllt Darcy lost Loth legs hy a round 
shot wl.ieh ('lltercd Ilis tent two d::tys nfb::l'. Captain 
W~iJkinSOll-f(lrmcrly of 43rrl,-Actillg Brigade~Major, 

11a<1 his hor~ slint IiTHler him, but· observing that 
the AmericanA slackened fire, he ruslled forward OIl 

foot: a ball pierced hi!'! body, and he fell into the 
shallow ditch. While gas}Jing for breath, he said to the 
only officer who accom.panied him, "Now, why do not 
the troops come on? the day is our own!" But it was 
too Jate, and the moment of probable victory eluded our 
grasp. The 7th and seven companies of the 43rd were 
still formed at within ~ix hundred yards of the enemy's 
lines, full of enthusiasm, and waiting impatiently for an 
order to force the passage; but there they were kept, idle 
spectators of the defeat, after having been brought so 
many thousand mil~ to join in the combat and anticipated 
triumph. While the reserve were still anxiously looking 
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for the result of Thornton's attack on th~ other side of the 
river, a. volley was heard, then a few hasty discharges of 
artillery, !toDd n.Uft.Uy a. round of lusty Rr;tish cheers. The 
85th had. taken all the American works, batteries, sixteen 
pieces of cannon, and 8. stand of colours. On that side 
victory was complete: they were opposite to New 
Orleans, and enfiladed the enemy's lines. 

Wonderful to relate, 1"n this state of affairs, instead of 
renewing the main attack, a flag of truce was sent to 
QQnernl JacksOn, asking lease to bury the dend-a request 
eagerly acceded to, on conJition that no more troops 
should be sent acrosS the ri vcr during- the time so occu­
~pied. For the l"Cl:t of that disastrous day, the reserve 
lUaintaine~ their. position. Two . hOUTS p.fter dark they 
retired, on hearing tlmt Colom·1 ~horntOn's' party had 
been withdrawn from tile opposite Hide of the river. Suell 
was. the sequel of a. most inexplicable series of military 
tactics, aud the failure was doully g'dlling wIlen it became 
known that peace bad actually been signed at Ghent, 
betweeu England and America, a, fOJ tnight before this 
encounter; but in those days there was no submarine 
electric t.elegraph to flash iutclligence ~ith the rapidity 
of lightning from hemisphere to hemisphere. 

On the 18th of January the British forces were entirely 
withdrawn from Lefore New Orleans, and returned to the 
ships. In a few days they steered for Mobile Bay, and 
early in February landed on Dauphin Island, where they 
went under canvas, and on tIle 8th of April the 43cd with 
the 7th Fusiliers sailed for England. Off the Land's 
End a vessel bOTe to and distributed Jlewspapers wherein 
long columns recounted Na.poleon's invaston of France 
from Elba, with four small vessels, 800 infantry and 100 
Polish dragoons, in an attempt to recover the Imperial 
diadem, at the very moment when the European plenipo­
tentiaries were in solemn deliberation at Vienna. 
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£)0 the lJ;t of June the' Bucephalus' frigate, with 
part of tbe 43rd, let go her anchor at Spithead, and the 
transports, with ,the reinainder of the corps, 'tulned up 8. 

few days later, when all proceeded to comfortable..quarters 
'in Dover alld Deal. A strong draft from the 2nd bat­
talion, con::.isting of 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 5 ensigns, 
15' sergeants, and 190 1'6uk and file, here awaited 
t)lem. 

On the 16th the regiment, mustering 1,100 ba.yonets, 
was put aboaru hmall craft for the purpose of joining the 
Al1ied army in the Netherlands. Landing at Ostend, 
they reached Ghent ou the 19tb, when their mortifica­
tion may be bctta.r imagined than. pOltrayed on finding' 
that tIle gnaL and decisivll battle of "\v AT ... ;RLOO, memOf­

able for ever in lin alChives, military, -political, or 
hiRtorical, had tal,en plclcc, aud the last act played out 
of the long, adventurous altd stilling drama comprising 
the puhlic life of one of tlJC grcatetit yet direst of 
alltocmts. 

Joining the army near St. Denis, they were on July 
4th placed in the ath Pivision, uuder command of Major­
General S ir James Kempt, and lOarl'heu to Pal'is, where 
they encamped on the heights of Belville. On the Gtl! 
Louis XVIII. made llis public entry iuto th~ French 
capita1. On the 7th the 431J moved to tbe banks of 
the Scille ncar Clichy, remaining until the 30th of October. 
They then went into -cantonments at Melun ' and the 
Adjacent villages .. On ,the 30'th of November a General 
Order fitea and iOrmed into. divisions and brigades t):mt 
portion of the Bli.tish forces ifl:tended to· form the Army 
6f Occupation 'in France. 

"The 4$rd W~B 'placed in brigade with t~ 7th and 23rd 
Fus'illerrr, being one of the three comprising the 1st 
Division commanded by Lieut.-General Sir Lowry Cole, 
a..C.B. At Christmas they marched from Melun to Paris. 
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and 'occupied tile caserne in the Place Verte, doing duty 
at the barriers. 

1816. 

In Jahuary they ma!ched for the north of France, fol. 
lowed by tbe 7th and 23rd. Early in February tht'y 
reached Bapaume, the head-quarters of tho battalion. 
Many fine soldiero::, .."hose limited period of service. had 
expired, left for England, and in October 100 undersized 
and wOm lJl'3n wcre also discha.rged and ~nt hom€'. 

1817. 

On the 3rd of April, in consequence of fho reduction. 
of tllC" 2nd Battalion, a dctacllmcnt of 1 captain, G lSubal­
tems, 6 serge-ants, 8 huglers, and 15·1 rank and file, 
joilled tI le first. On the 12th the regiment moved from. 
Bapaume to Valcncienucs, the]lce to Cambray, and 
encamped on the glacis. On the 11 tIl of October tlley 
broke up from Cambray,; re-tuming to Y:~Jenciennes. 

1818. 

Leaving Valenciennes in August, tho 43rd returned to 
Cam bray, a.nd in September removed to D(Hlchy': On the 
2;{rd of October the whole of the British, Hanoverian, 
Saxon, and Danish contingents, under the command of the 
Duke of Wellington, were reviewed Ly 1be Emperor of 
Russia and King of Prussia, and went through a 'variety 
of m({hoouvres. It was a gr~nd "'J~ilitaiy display. The 
troops of each ~ation in different columns, baviD,g a SllP­

posed enemy in front, moved between Cambmy and 
Valenciennes, th;ew 'their pontoons over ~he river, anf!. 
clossed under a hea.vy ,cannonade, a large. force of artillery 
and cavalry i.n'ttie field, several good charges be'i:pg UU\d~ 
by the latter. lTpo~ aniviu?~ ~t .the open g'round< ov~r­
looking Valeucicnnes, the o/OOps pe.ssed the allied sove-­
reigns in ~view ord.er, .a.nd the uext morning they "were 
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all iu motion for their different countries-some Cosea.cks 
having even to return to the walls of China. There was a 
grand ball given 'by the Duke of W'ellingtoll at the tlleatre 
at Valenciennes to the-sovereigns in the evening. 

On the 20th dIe British contingent of the Anny of 
Occupation broke up and commenced its homeward route. 
The 43rd, still in brigade with tho 7th and 23rd, arrived 
at Calais on the 31 st, embarked for Dover, landed and 
mllfched to Cflnterbul'Y. 

1819. 

Dllring the followi~ month. while there, the strength 
Of the regiment was reduced to tho peace establishment" 

FO 
),<'rom • 4 
To .. 4 

C"ptM. 
10 
10 

8ub,. 

30 
20 

Statt Sc~. 
6 .- 55 
,') 35 

Bugles. 
22 
22 

R . .t F. 
810 
6'0 

S@on after this reduction, the regiment embarked for Ire­
laud, and remained in barracks in Belfast until July, 1820. 

In this year Lieut.·Colonel Nl\pier left the regiment. 
On hifl leaving, all the officers w!;o had ser ved under him. 
even those who had quitted the service, or gone on half­
pay, or into other l'egimentJs, subscriLed to present him 
with a rich sword, beal'ing on its blade the followiug 
jnsr,riptioll ;-

"PrcaeDtod by Ln:UT.·('OLONEL PA.TiUOKBON, C.R, and t]1.O Officor8 of 

the (Srd Light Infautry, to 

LIEUT.·COLONEL WILLIAM F. 1'. NAPIER, C.B., 

as a f.e6timony of, their sincere regard for him, and their high 
admirotion of the gallantry and conduot ho over dillllU,yed during 
his exemplary ureer in the (3rd Rogiroont. " 

1820. 

In October of this year the 43rd removed to Dublin. 

1821. 

On the 7t1J of March a commumcatIOn nom the Horae 
Guards was received, bearing date the 2nd, sWing tlJat 
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"BiA Majesty had bec~ pleased to approve of the regi. 
ment being permitted to bear on its colours and appoint­
ments. in -Addition to any other badges or devices, which 
may have heretofore been granted ro it, the words-

Vimiero, 
BuslWO, 
Fuentc6 d'Onoro,. 
Ciudad llodrigo, 
Bndajoz, 

Salamanca., 
Vittoria., 
Ni;cIle, 
Nivo, 
T oulouse, 

in commemoration of the distinguished services of the 
regiment at the Battle of Vimiero, 21st of August, 1808 ; 
at the action of Busaco, 27tJl of September, 1810; at 
Fuentes d'Onoro, flth- :May, 1811; at Ciudad Rodrigo, 
19th of January, 1812; nt. the siege of Badajoz, (jtb of 
April, 1812;' at the Batne of Salnmanca, 22nd of July. 
J 812; ~t Vittoria, 21st of June, 1813; at Nivelle, 10th 
of November, 1813; at the passage of t.he Nive, on the 
the 9th, lOth, and l1t.h of December, 1813 ; and in the 
attack of the posts covering Toulouse, on the 10th of 
April,1814," A communication was also received, dated 
the Horse Guards, 22nd of March, 18~1, stating" that 
His Majesty had been pleased to approve of the regi­
ment belllg permitted to hear on its colours and a.ppoint­
ments, in, addition to a.ny otber badge or devices which 
may have heretofore been granted to the regiment, the 
word 

in commemmora.tion of the distinguished services of the 
2nd Batt.'l-lion, in, the action foug~ nea.r that town on 
the 16th of J3J;luary, 1809." 

In' .Augu~ on occasion of His Majesty King George 
IV. visiting lreJa-qd, ~he 43rd, in conjunction with others 
forming the garrjson of Dllblin, was passed in review; 
the full oolonc:1, Lord Howden, G.O.B., in command. In 
the same month, an order waa received for the furi.lJer 
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reduction of the army, and the r egimental esta.blishmeat 
was lowered 

F.O. Capt.&. RubB. Sttoft: Ael"¢~ COI'J*. Bug'Icl'& R. & Jo'. 

From • 10 20 5 35 30 22 620 
To < 8 16 5 SO 24 12 5t12 

1822. 

In December the regiment marched to Naas. 

1823. 

In Fehruary, 1823, to Limerick ~ in June to Galway ; and 
in July to Fennoy, previous to embarkation for Gibraltar, 
when Major William H averfield succeeded to t}le com~ , 
mand, by purchase, vic(>. Colonel Patl'iekson who retired. 
The 43rd reached Giuralt.1r Oll t.ho nth of ,October, a.nd 
were inspeet.ed by the Governor, t.he Earl of Cha.tham. 

1824. 

UeJnllined at Giuraltar. Here, for several monthfl, 
Generul DOli Miguel Alava was t1n.: ilOllonred guest of the 
regiment. One of the finest. Rpccimens of the old Cas­
tiliall noble:::, his Tare qunlities wth of head and heart 
rendcreJ Ililll beloved by all. Nephew of the Spanish 
Admiral Gravina, he was taken prisoner on board his ship 
and severely wounded at the Batt]e of '.I 'rafalgar o In 
1810 he had been appointed Spanish Commissioner to 
the Duke of , VeIling ton's bead-quarters, which office he 
TIlost efficiently filled until the close of the war, and had 
fo.Tmed very jnt.imate acquaintance with the officers of 
the 43rd. When the French invaded Spain in 1823, . , 
Ala.va, who had joined .the Constitutional pn.rty, retired 
with their Government to Cadiz, carrying with them the 
King-Ferdinand. On the French storming the Rocadero 
they were obliged to submit, and deliver up Ferdinand. 
Alava was selected to hand over the King to the French 
outpo~ts, and feeling that his life was no longer safe he 
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got on board a.. vessel direct for Gibraltar. So Boon as his 
arrival in the bay was reported the officers of the 43rd 
begged him to take up his quarters in' their b.'lrracks­
(\ proposal which, wit.h warm expressions of pleasure, lIe 
accepted. Other regiments on .. the Rock" were solicitous 
to show him similar attentions, but he usod invariably to 

reply, "I like to live with my own family here-myoId 
friends the 43rd." 

Afterwards, during Lord Melbourne's administration, 
Don AIava filled the diplomatic post of Ambassndor at 
St. James's. 

1625. 

Early in the year, General F oif:l.Sllc 10 Tour, the general 
commanding the ,French army ill Spain, came to Gib­
raltar. Colonel Haverfield being aLscut on leave, :Major 
Booth offen:u to show 111m tIle regiIllcnt. He replied ho 
should be delighted, and came on tho ' ground in full dress, 
:\ large crimson sn,ddle-cloth embroidered in golden flours 
de Iys, and attended Ly his aide-de-camp, lJcarly as rielIly 
caparisoned. On the conclusion of the field-day, General 
Foissac said, "Mojor Booth, you have well commanded 

.your well-instructed regiment. This day bas disabused 
me of an error of twenty years. I always thought the 
French infantry the quickest to moye in Europe, but 
they are nothing to you, you move like cavalry! .. 

Singularly enough the French General thus unwittingly 
parodied the old Shorn cliffe reJmin-

U No cavalry in Engll~nd can f OrIn a Eno 80 quick, 
As tho {3rd Light Infantry CIW-at the double-quickl" 

.A. .feat of surp;ising agility was at this time performed 
Ly Lieut~nant Daniel Freer of the 43rd. ~turning from 
a. shooting-excursion with some brother officers, he was 

laughingly challenged, as they neared the saluting battery 
of twenty-one mounted gUtlS on iron carriages, to jump 
one. To the aBtonishment bf the flpectators, he instantly 
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jumped over the whole twenty-one, one by .o,ne, and 
turning back repeated the exploit witbout flaggin"g. 

A. General Oroer was is.sued, directiug ' that four com­
panies of each regiment abroad-East Indies excepted...­
should be stationed at home, and also that the strength 
of Buch regiments should be augmented from eight to ten 
companies: the corps abroad to have six servic&-companies 
consisting each of 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 4 
sergeants, 4 corporals, 10 buglers, and 82 privates. The 
four reserve companies -at borne to have each 1 captain, 
1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 sergeants, 3 corporals, 1 bugler, 
and 52 privates. A selection of officers and non-com­
lllissioned officers macl.e for the purpose of joining the' 
recruitilJg stations in England, arriv~~ at. Plymouth in 
July. where" 'l'nE DEPOT" had arrived from the Isle of 
Wight; and in August tho reserve companies consisood 
of 4 captaius, 3 lieut;(mants, 2 ensigns, 1 assistant-surgeon, 
14 sergeants, 4 buglers, and 84 rank and file. In October, 
the DepOt marched to Colchester, lea.ving a detachment of 
1 captaiu, 1 lieutena.nt, 1 sergeant, and 44 privates, for 
embarkation to join the service companies. 

1826. 

In January the establishment of tho reserve companies 
was completed, and they marched for Plymouth, whore 
they remained until October, 1830. 

1827. 

Owing to tho disturbed state of PortugaJ., and the 
hostile attitude of Spain, a. British foree of about 5000 
men was despatched to the Peninsula, under comma..U.d of 
Lieutenant.General Sir Henry Clinton, G.C.B. "The ser­
vice companies of the 43rd, being ordered. to form part of 
that contingent, embarked fr~m Gibraltar on board- the 
l Melville,' 74, for the TaguB, 
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• 
On t~ 5th F~bruary they entered barracks a.t'I,isbon, 

in brigade. with the 23rd FUBi1iers. ,!'hence they marched 
by Coim~ra to Leiria" remaining untIl tlie 19th, when 
they removed to ThoroaJ', and on the 26t.h July made for 
Lumiar, which waB. reacLed on August; 6th, after a Tear­
fully harassing time, the heat being excessive, and many 
men- expired from sunstroke. On the 11 th the regiment 
marChed to Belem for embarkation on thei r return to 
G-ibroliar. This Portuguese episode furnished a strange 
contrast to, the stirring incidents which had marked the 
f09tstePS of the 43rd over much of the &'tme ground in 
1810 aud 1811. 

A French paper related, as an incident of this quasi 
campaign, aftvwards translated into tile' United Service 
Journal' of June, 1827, as follows;-

"Afilitary P unisltment.-A new kind of punishment 
has been inflicted in Lisbon upon an Engli!Sh soldier. 
W"ishing to have hiH fill of port wine, and hiH finances 
being rather in a low state, he !Sold a pair of breeches to 
obtain the means of satisfying Ilis thirst. This fact having 
been reported t.o his sUIlCriors, the soldier was compelled 
to stand sentinel two hours at the door of the barrackl:l, 
in full uniforIll, Lut sans cuwttes." 

1828. 

The 43rd. havillg returned to "the l~ock," remained in 
barracks until the 17th September, when they 'rere 
placed under canvas on the neutral ground, a mortal 
epidemic having, broken out in garrison. The loss su~ 
tained amounted to 2 sergeants,] bugler,and 86 rank and 
file, mcluding many of the finest and most athletic so1diers 
in the corps. 

1929. 

On the 10th January the regiment returned to their· 
barracks, t.he scourge having been arrested. 
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lBaP. 

gn tho ~9th of JURe, iS30, by the death of Liont.­
'~lollel William Ha.verfield, Major Henry Booth.succeeded 
to the eommand of the regiment. By an order of the 
2nd of Augnst, the GU1'get, as well as the "black cockad6" 
of Engla.nd, heretofore worn by every rank, was abolished, 
and a, paltry gold crown substituted for tho latter. 

Disturbances of a. serious, nature having broken' out 
in the manufuoting districts at home, orders were given 
to stop the Admiral's flag-ship, the j Windsor Castle,' on 
her course from Malta. to England, and the whole of the 
43rd, with little or no preparation-men, women, children, 
and baggage-were hustled on hoard, quitting Gibraltar 
the .same night, the 17th of December. 

Soon after getting under weigh, the'weather became 
thick, and as the j Windsor Castle ' got abreast of 'l'arifa, 
all handlS w~ro surpri!:.ed by a. disclmrgc from the hatteries 
UII the Mole. One round shot flew over the poop, 
allother struck tlw .. hip just under the quarter-galley. 
GUllS ",'ere ordered to Le run out to return th~ salute, but 
the current carried the "essel pae.t the Mole Lefore they 
could be brought 10 Lear. It afterwards appeared it was 
clIstnmary to fire at all k.hips approachilJg the land after 
dark, and the' 'Windsor Castle' having drifted within the 
proscribed limit, Jack Spaniard boldly let fly into her. 
Notwit}.latanding the overcrowd on board, the greatest 
poRSible good humour and b01l-/IOTnmie existed during the 
whole pa&age between the brave tars and their-red-coated 
v'isitom. 

1881 ... 

The regiment disembarked at Portsmouth on the 2nd 
of January, marching on the 5th to "Winchester Barracks, 
where, by express command, it was detained until the 
Duke of Wellington came down from wndoD, aOOQm­

panied by Lord Fitzroy Somerset, '0 inspect hi. old tried 
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and favourite corpl!l. To~s 'the end of the month they 
received.a. route ~ MaAchesrer, and aa'"i"led t~re 0,. the • 
14th of February. "The reserve oom~nie8 joined. frofO-
Bolton. The whole strength thus consisted of 3 field­
officers, 10 captains, 10 lieutenants, 10 ensigrrs, 6 sf.afr. 
42 sergeants, 36 corporals, 14 buglers, and 653 privates. 
The head-quarters, with si:x companies, were t~ell, in aid 
of the civil power, detached to Wigan, and from thence 
to H,aydock Lodge; while four companies, under Major 
Furlong, marched to Newcastle-undcr-Lyne, in conse· 
quence of insurrectionary ebullitions in. th& Potteries. 
Major George J ollllson retilcd, auu was succeeded by 
Captain Edwald '\'alpolc K eppel. Major JOllll80ll had, 
throughout the Peninsular War and in tlH~ attack on New 
Orleans, served with the 43rd. He was slightly wounded 
at Badajoz. 

1832. 

In JaIl'Uary the regiment moved to Dublin, and the 
Insurrcetion Act at tlmt time being ill force in Ireland, 
the capta,inF; tverc placed in the cOlUDlission of the peace. 

1833·34.. 

On the Stllyf April the 43rd broke up from Dubijn; 
the head·quartent proceeded to Cu-stlo Comer, tbe out­
stations being Carlow, Castle Durrow, Maidenhead, Bally~ 

. raggot, and Johnstown. At tho end of .May head:quart;crs 
remoyed to Kilkenny, with detachments throughout the 
country;, In August the whc.le regiment moved to Cork, 
where they remained, under command of )lajor-General 
Bi,r T. Arbuthnot, until the 4th of June, 1835, the period 
t)f de~rture for New Brunswick, North benca. 

1835·36. 

The service companies having been selected, the under· 
mentioned officers 6jD.barked in the 'Prince Regent' 
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transport, and proceeded up the St. John river to 
Fr$:ldericton, the capital and seat of government of the 
province:-

Liout-Colon.el-&nry .Booth, in 0011110000.­

Cap\ain.s Gha.r1(l6 R. Wright. 
. '! &muel Tl'Yon. 

" BOll. A. A. Spencer. 
Licutona.nts J . ThomlUJ, 

J, Meado. 
" 
" Jones. 

" HOIl. C. R. West. 
Ensign Hoste. 

Surgoon Miller. 
Adjuta.nt Priestly. 

QllElJ'kr-Me.stor S. RlLlld. 

The left wing sailed for St. John. The officers com­
prised :-

Ma.jor E. W. Koppel. 
CaJ)tams W. Frazor. 

" W. Egorton. 

" 
W. Bell: 

LioutelmntA y. Sandon.. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

J. A. Pco.rson. 
Levillge. 
W. D. OxonJon. 
Lord William lliil. 

Ensigns J. C. Coote. 
n A. L . Colo. 

" 
" 

H. Skipwith. 
W. H. Herries. 

Previous to anchoring, a steamer came alongside off 
J'artridge Island, and carried away Lieutenant Pears-m 
and twenty-live m'en to East Port, on the frontier of the 
State of Maine. The depOt companies left at Cork were 
under the conuiland of Major Furlong. 

1837. 

On. the occa.Bion of Sir A.rohibald CampbeU's NSignation 
of the government of New Brunswick-t1ie conqueror of 


