
The quali6 auou of each seaman is, that he hall und r tand the mechanic par of 
a ~ilor, which is to reef and turl, and take hi ' trick at helm, and be a man at aU call 

roperly called a hou/boiling " so that half a ship's omplement of such men fore tI e 
matt will be suffici nt to well man any ship; for masters-mate, mid hip-men, quart r
mas ers, quarter-guJ\ners, and other small officers, will g<> voluntarily wit t ir r ~ 
pective commanders; and 8e,<eral others (may be supposed) for pJ'eferment, "'hie ,ill 

not be of this number. A d therefore the said twenty thou and abl seam n ( itl 
the help of the arrant office , volunteers, officer Ber auts, small office s and r-
men's apprentices, who a their baH, to tber with tb ail-make rm 
carpenters crew, and cbirur w,) will be uffici nt to In .thei majesf 
fleet. 

Tbis methOd of briQgio in it t ' ingl wi b of vast advAlU .. A.J(.\;; 

to the king and kingdom. 
1. In saving t great charge of conduct m and bounty money. 
s. In saving the eharge of hiring snlack ketches, and other ve sel , for impre iog 

of seamen, which stand the king in sol. m I th each vess 1, 011e with anolh r, or 
her bout ; and -of the e each tirst and second rate hip hath three or four, aod a 

third and fourth rate ship hath one o ' wo; be ides the captain of each ship ace rd ing 
to the fate and bigness, have imprest mone ~ ome] 001 om sot. som x.:Ol. bide 
bringing in their biUs of charges and di8bur ement , which have ometime amount d 
o wo or three bundred pound ship to my knowledge, all wJlich, by the method 
h~fter lIlentioned, DJay be ved to the crown and kin donl~ whi~h in CO uct, 
bounty, and imprcst money, with the hjring of vessel a a ol'csaid, canno re kon· 
ed to amount to than 6O,OOOL per (mnum. 

Dy thi method, the king being 8$sured of having men ready to man his B on any 
sian, in a month' tim, will sa\'e he Ya t char of 1 eping th gre t ~p in 

pay all the winter, and besjdes prevent the danger fever bing iuv d by f, reign 
enemy (as wa like to have b n this year); fur aft theum r'a e pediuon is over, 
and the fleet come in. it would be a eat en~our gcment to th e men to be paid off, 
ana their tickets pain at tbe same im , which would giv them credit at any time, pre
ent th great abU8e of tkket-buylog, and enable all) n to r ap th ben t f th i 

labour theDlS IVe&, a now they ilo oot j and th()ugh th kiotJ' h uld giv 20/, per cnt. 
for money so to pay them, his majesty would ave va tly by it: And upon i uing O\lt 
bis royal proclamation at any time, have men ufficient or his ,service a in. 

:And h re it may be objeoted (perhaps from a book lately t out by on H nTy 
a,ilmau, a purser), that seamen are discouraged from their majest" s servic by t • 

abuaes of their commanders: To which it is answered, it is a sign that t t pur r 
bath sailed with honest c tai s that would not let him pinch the hlen, fot' the me 
.uev~ fare better thatWhen a captmn and pur er di gree: 1. observe he carefully ott
eraJ bis employ of p rser, \Veil knowing, that of all otTicer , such a one in thi cas is 

leut to be cre<ht d; for let command J' se that the pursers dQ not rong the 
• let them be'paid tlU:ir maje~ties allowanc "and th tickets at paylJ1ent,~' t 

6 • upon tender aft~rward t they; are v ry well ecc u ged, and care Bot for bard 
WQ"~"QO) a c~*t in, which break bo cs. 

But &hat which discourages seamen it, the want of their due pay, and the lyiog of 



tic eta several y,ears without payment, unless old to a ticket· buyer, 
t8e proverb amon them of 'nlt to sea for a knife and sheath. 

This would likewise prevent the impre88ing of land-men (aJt~etber unqualified, 
which often or ds sickne s in the fleet,) as also water·men that were De er at sea, 
upon whom it i U<,IW' very hard: }'or illstance, a vat roOman is imprest out of l1i boat 
that has a wife and four or five chIldren to maintain; in hi ab ence hi boat is unem .. 
ployed and receiv s damage; his wife and children must become burthensome to the 
pari h, or if he has credit, pernap! rune her husband in debt more than he can get up 
J~ a year or two. 

Likewi e when a ship comes home a ter a long voyage, the men are imprest, who 
perhap have De or them ventures on boaroJ hich they are snatched from without 
havin the liberty of going to their families and di posing of wl at they; h;;l\'e, or even 
to refresh themselves; in which case their venture are lost, the men di ad -£ied, and 
their faOlili ruined: Al 0, mal y per ons have been lost on the Thame and other 
plac s, in endeavQuring to escap ; a particul rly ten or twelve per on lately in boats 

er drowned, shut, and died of their wounds, in making off from a ship that had 
pre t til m; and th,e . nd.barges at Plymouth. when a press is thereabouts, lie wholly 
unemployed by the absconding' of the men, which hiQders the working of hllsuaniJ
men, for want of that sand to manure tile ground; so that many teams of horses and 
yoke of ox n lie still on that account, to the great damage of the country. 

Thi would also prevent the grea a u e by per ons pretendina to be pre s-master , 
vh to get money, often do v r ill thins; sometimes occasion murder, a d gen ral

ly llcb <Ii orders a bring an odium upon their mi:lje tie fleet unde t'rved. 
Bide, it j vcry hard upon i ute ant, who In pressinO' cannOt Qat pend more 

than their pay, and sometimes are urned out for impre5sin ~ tho that have protec .. 
tion (-which by thi will be ta en off:) 0 that loman, the ca e no\v tand, would 
bali ut nant, were it not fi)r the pro pect of being advanc d to c ptail'. 

In h ne t place. it is hoped no man' pnvat interest will be thougl equivalent 
to b· lance ag 10 t 50 greQt a public good and ea e thi will be to the king and 
kingdom. 

'1 b rea ons that have induced me to underta e this great work, are drawn from my 
ear-h U Tht e pericnce when prisoner ill Franc, where 1 lay two yeal" and two months 

under r at bard hip, and nineteen onths of that time all lORe in anuoeasy and 
disconsolate c nditton. 

hen 1 a fir t brought prisoner thither, I lay four months in an hospital at rc t) 
for cu e of my nds, and was se t to antz before half cured. While wa at Brc 't. 
I a t nisb d t th xpedi ion used in manning and fitting out theil" ship) which 
ill t JeD I thO\l<rbt co td be do no where 8QOuer than in .England, here 'e 

have t n time the shipping, and cODse uendy ten time more seamen, than they have 
in 'rance; .but there I aw twenty ail of hips of about sixty uns a piece, got ready 
in twenty d tim; bey were brought in and the men dischar ed, and u on au or-
der from is, th.y were careene , kt!eled up, rigged, victualled, mann J ano ut 

gain in the: said time, with the reatf!:lt ease ima inll.ble. llikewi e saw a hip of .100 
guns t re bad all h r gUllS tak n out in four or five hour time, which I ever a~v 
d De in • nglaod in twenty-tour hour, and this with great~r eas and Je8 hazard than 
hjre) which I sa\v undel' the ho pital window; nd this I m sure could ($0 a~ easy 
iu E~gJaDd. 

l1ikl wi e a , on the other id f th i:ver, 
n&,. h r tbe men were oft n excrci ed and instructed in he practice nd u-

be gun, as if they w at ea, -hieh 'er ftnJ 
if the ~aLne w re done nJ practi:;ed Deal' 

:YO 





TILe Rea$ons are, 

Tbe e men are protected by tb ir great intere t, and very 
fit to erve their majesties. They will in tide -time take 
up twen ty or thirty tun of baUa t, which comes to abou t 
S08. of which the two men that labour hard have but one
third between them, the other two-thirds are divided be
tween the ballast-office and OWDtr of the lighter~ who ha
ving so great profit for little or nothin J the ligHter being 
not worth above 601. and all foreign rs pay 4d. per tun 
more than others, ought to contribute toward the defence 
of the sea. which their profit comfit by. 

These men are fit for the kin,'s service, and what t!Jey 
usually give tor protections may be neat aulJicient to find 
the men propo ed. 

These barg> have a great and certain profit, pay no cus
tQm or other duty; allu now. when they come tor Londoo, 
leave their men at ingston, at chargi? and hire other 





__ ftlifiid, .mit:? t IH 
6f11rJCN1m~nt of Emrl4nilj 
tmd trading hitherto, be 
Obliged,uptJ1l t htircoming 
to ~ ~rt of Enlflond, 
to gi'Df: ~CtJr;ty to ,lilfd 
their 9uota rd'such men 
tlttring the war.. 

Xl. Thill "0 hired aMp or 
~ I employca in their 
maje t 'u $ervil:~, on 
any account ft hatsoever, 
:for carrylllg prO'Ciaioru, 
8/fJre " oldier , or otl,er .. 
'IIJ~, 'may be e.rempted 
from till' contributIOn. 
II. A /0 tilt flJaidrmen 
in the river <!f Tlulllu:s ; 
it i thought reastJ1labk, 
tllat et'try three boat or 
wlwr1'l should .find a 
man, not eJ'emptill(F tlte 
king's, qu en's, 01' noble
men's watermell, 'It,11O 
ha'Oe bad"es a d oat., 
wlticlt U IUllty protect 
them, and abundance qf 
otllers '{('ear B,.omatl'ern 
coats, (IS if they belong
ed to 1lQhLemm alld gell
tlemen, tllOugll. tilt}} do 
'/lot, thereby aecelv;lIg 
the lieutenamS,lmQ keep
ing themselves from be-
ing imp,'essed. 

XIII. That all foreign
built slripscontributeont<
third part proportifm
able to tlUir oU1'tnen, 
more tktm SMP buill 
'ltJ;I_ tbeir majesties 
do""'_ or 'tIJhat other 
prQ[HWH.m tIlt! parlia-
'Inent Iltlill tkillk Jit. . 













shipe, there may be likewise saved 60,000/. at least iu conduct, bounty, an i -
prest money, and the hiring v 8 els for pr ssin ; SQ that by the whole, it a ~a, -
aides aving the l ';n these \last sum~ yearly, 1118 mrtjesty will always have men on any 
occasion for his servioe, his ships ,may ~e ready to sail clean, anq in good order: 0 

pretence can be ,ma~o usc of fO,r lYl~ sttll for want of men, w~en the terrore of pressing, 
and frequent JDlsc11lefs attendlDg It, are prevented, pro e tlOns taken of}; becaus no 
need of them: merchant and tradel s will have their liberty to traffic, to their own ad
vantage, as w 11 as the ~ncrcase f tneir majesties customs, and the universal good and 
benefit of all their majesties kingd m~; those concern d are generally willing to it, 
wjshing it had been done before, for tbat it would have saved them a great deal of 
money; and if this be done, I hall have the sati faction of serving their majesties ef
fectually upon the Fr nch, for their barbarous u a e 0 me; and I doubt not but it will 
have that effect, as not only to recJ'ain out' ancient glory, and put U$ beyond the dan
ger of being ever attempted by them (or an foreign enemy) for the future, but that 
their majesti s royal navy may go and oommalld where they please, and have none 
dare to OPPQ e them. 

And herein I have taken carc, as near as may be, not to disoblige or reiJect on any: 
person: But it camlot be avoided but that 0 great a publi good will retrench the 
profit of some officers, as the secretary of the admiralty; and his clerk~, &c. who luay 
for that reason endeavQur t obstruct. al d bje t a ainst it; in which ca e I desire to 
be rightly understood, that what I do is purely for th servic of their maje ties and 
the kin dom, and not to brillg a disadv'llntage to any man: ut that they may not be 
sufferer for a general benefit, their maje tie, if they so please, may compen,sate their 
10 s by salary or otherwis ,a th ir m~jestj68 shall think fit, 

Provided alway) that in case any of their majesties men of war lose hel' men iu ac
tion, or by sickness or otherwis ,ano, b jng abroad, cannot be supplied from thi office 
with sa ty to the hip, lIcb ship for ber seourity may impress s forn erly, but 0 a 
not to disable any merchantman, 

And 1n case this office be thu settled; and that the law· bill lately in beir.g be revi .. 
yed and be owed upon it, it is humbly prop sed, be ides w at additional encourage
ment is given to eamen, wound d and disabled in their maj~sti s hips of ar, priva.
teers, and merchantmen, that there shall be Jikewise two lar~e schools erected, near 
a river's side, in ome h aT) country, wbere the childr n of all eamen kiUed jn their 
tnajest ies se/' ic, hflll be taken into one of these schools, at t\velve years of age, and 
be th re taught the mathematics: That they shall lie in \Vet India hammtlcks, which 
in the day-time may b put into locker, that there may be no roo I'll lost for tl1eil' 
lodging, and every thing be in good order, 0 that then it will be wondered where 
they He. 

Th t there ' hall be a hip ill the ri\'er 11ear the scbool, wh re, on play-day. or other 
fit times, the boys sh 11 go on board, and learn to pUce ud kno, reef and furl, c, 
whereby they may knQw all th parts of a ship, and umlerstand the mechanic part of a 
sailor, in two or three years time, a well a jf they were at sea; and tbe they may 
b drawn off to s every year, $ occasio~ ofJ;er , when they will want nothing bu.t to 

o to their sea· legs. 
These ouths, 0 (Jrawl1 off ye rly, shall be put out apprentice for tbn:e year > to 

commanders 01' lieut nants of. men of wal', or warrant otficers in their majesties 81 ips, 
and not for seven years to m t ra of merchantmen, a is aone to th king'. ch()iar 
in Chri t· ChllfCh Hospital, wile , after their maje ties have been at great ~penc in 
their education for three years, and in putting tbem out apprentice at 40/. charge ill 
mone,r and olothes, they are bound for seven y ars to master of.merc;hant ships, who 

ve the benefit of th m, without the antage to tbei maj . or tlie out~ 
thougb t their going out they are examined a. to their 'Jualification for the sea, and 
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men o"w"" 
, a notion that 

of warj 
of. ·war ' 

heavep. .and ear,tb, than 
he sees, to' discover ' 

. goes only dle direct road, . . 
, heavy laden, so that II. man . war 

to stay ft>rfrtight, and often for convoy, 
po~t .. or ~arbour tilne mou:.ths ill a y~r. 

~~:~,;~.~~tI:>~.~. c~'!tlon , the ",ay of command, and otherwlsc, . ; bu~ many hold tUis argument, hoping 
.! • ' •. 

in their Ulsjest.ies 6er
to be u.p to sea, w here they shall 

. tI:> tp make officers, as particularly. ua
. i of pike 3ud musket, &.c. They 

and good melers among 
tlie~1 education and . in ' of this nature. which will 
be of.gret.t cOn6cquence to this .kingdom; and then, when it ill seen that this is well 
managed, it 'may be presumed many well-minded .people, that have .got estal.es by sea, 
and h.ave no heirs to their own, may leave thelr etitates or good legacies to the sup
port and, maintenance of these , schools, which Rlay properly be called the Academy for 
&heSeL "0 . . 
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';-;110 . 'hlpi~·';'.,.c""ndire •. fI;c, -t4km out 
. t~ r¥'{~e ~~n!e, harbours, por~~> 'C~t~s~. or 

·'tr!Jm aiJd und" (lug castk, JOf'I! ficatWn. 
':" 0';' fort, or qtf, Of'from t1te:,ltore, (lr of' 
:"'or under au!! headland, by tmy if 

.', deir majerties men q/'war, ' together mitft 
. tmygoot/s, t!Uccts, ~nd mercliandise, "that 
.' ',i"o/fbe seized by them, shall be condemn. 

oed in tke .t1dmiralty~ and i/tan:d ,06 qfcrre-
strid. '··· ~ ·' . 

'. : 

III. Allmtt'ch.atlfs ships and goods belong
ing to the enemy, fmd -takel1 fl3 priu at 
'sea, on board alt,fOreigners, viz. Szllt:dcJ, 
D alles, l'ortuguest, (wd other l1olions, 
that shail be wll~n trading with thei,' ma
jesties tncmit8, 'U,!ith crmtrabmld good.~. 
shall be condemned in the Admirolt!J, and 
one-thit'd qflttr lading so condemned, be 
giveu to the coptaiu, ~tficers, and stamen, 
thtft .~o took her as p"l'::e, lmd paid to the 
captnj" aN SOOIl as lite comm;ssio~rl re
ccitle tlu: "'Oll~!/. and 110t according to the 
Im'mer method, at ten days after pay
?Ilent Qf' tllt man if war, l.vhicl, is not 
80tllctimel lill trf-'O 01' three years qfler. 

IV. l'llal all :;atooZ"e lufjudgedfor retakillg 
(lilY ,hip. shall c distributed to the cap
tain and 'Ship's company, according to 
ancient cmtom, as tiltew;Jc .olle-tki,'d part 
if Ihe f,'()ods taken {md cmlde'tmJcd J or 
Su'1!des and Danes, t!·c. IV'ltel'cas 110W if 

., thole .r1Iip' be n~t c~udL·mnL'd. the cap
". for Ital' no IJffl~fit 0/ tlte goods that are 

'('(11fdcmned, through tile fmnt f!f a pro
... cll1mation madcj;(1i t o"tlu,tpurpose. ''[oRick 

.i "f)tr!) hard up(m the pom-,,.ailors in their 
,1TUfjt's,tie, 6ervict. 'lC~o '''!J thai mtan'/UJ'Oe 

.j' ga,t!lotllillK,.aiL d e um,.. 
'-.: :,,: ,~:.<: ... . , 

- ' . .. 
" ~ " .' '-.. .. ~~~~~ ~ , .: 

' ''.- :'.: i r'--::;" !'; 

.~ " .' . ", 

V. 1'h(Jt all com.mt'mders tltat skall' meet 
.;; -~h andjig/it thC.('IICJJI.'1, tu tlt~ utmost 
• +iz.~r:t11JUy~ and ht'mg overJfiJ.wer~d. slullt 

'/iQjJptlJ to be ta/.,:C1l1 and 1m' $'/up SUIlIr, 
.~ r-~")', . 

.-~ '.',. ~., .. . " .'. . 
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That all commancler5 that shall take the 
enemies ships by'dint of nrord from under 
their guns, ought to have the encourage
ment thercof~ for tha.t they run an cxtrc:me 
risk, hanrt!, and danger of their li vcs, 
thereby giv ing the f nemy cOllst.J.ntalarms, 
making the people uucasy, and putting 
them to a great char~e in guard iug thei r 
coasts, besides hringmg an ad\'antagc to 
their majesties in their cu~tom s. of SUdl 

goods .0 t.aken thence; and tllat if the 
prize be tak( ll at anchor, it may nc\'crthe
less not be cli5pu1ed, for that it is to be 
supposed all men, during the t ime of wal', 
will anchor in as great safety as may bt', 

That th is encouragemen t ", ill put the 
commandclli to a strict searching of all fo
reign ships for .contraband goods, which 
otherwise would slightly be view cd, or for 
a small sum of money prevailed upon to 
huft'cr them to pursue tlleir several voyages, 
to the great disserv ice of the nation ; but 
the hopes of this will put them upon th;.; 
contrary design. 

This encouragement wilt hinder any 
embezzlement being made after retaking 
a ship, aod cause the captain to take more 
care in liceing her brought safe into port. 
And by this the POOl' suilors willlJe ce rtain 
of getting something, when their propor
tion is ascertained by proclamat ion; where· 
as'at present , if one of their majesties ships 
weakens ·herself to send a Swede nr J )ane 
into port, h'c may be in danger by hap
pening to meet with onc of hili own Tank; 
and besides, the seamen put on ~oard the 
Swede 0 1' Dane are i ll danger of having the 
ship retaken, and being carried into France. 
where they suffer great hardship, and fo r 
all this, as the case 110", is, ha\'e no b('[It'
fit, if the shil' as well as the goods ut' not 
condemned. 

Tbattlhe encouragemcnt mentioned 
thercin wiB put all co'mmand.ers UPOIl the 
emulation of behaviug themselve.s valiant
ly, : to -the utmost extremity; . encourago, 
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. . ,.,':.i.I#!,,;t;- i4,~"{I'f"leljdifa~.~t!jatth'!J th~ D.QQiJi /4': ::.Jl!d . /:e<J!fy' to·; .• ~~~t\li:ir 
' ... ' ·"'(!.tqq~ot .. ear1'!J her 'Iff, .~"t ,,'f'"" ""l."" for. younger chtl.CIt.nta 'eo, when · ",:~hey.· .• fiDcl 
.,: ."'~9.:"'t~. ~o tUfk f7- hl'r.n · 1!tr.4Jemftl.~',; ',he ~~ .. t~~ ,:go~n01~~~ ,tJl~kcs a comp*!lt 

...- .. ~ .. ~. "i--laid c~mnwluler ..{1+f!I '.~ ~iil!o_fl!!d';;~eJIj~~ . :pro}"'ISI.0';l. f~ .,tbem (as, no",: the. co!l,tr"y . 
) >'-;- ,-,. 'Dalue of U!/Ult he makes -out ··to. Iuioe lost". ,basa ,d!fl~rent effect), and thl5ar,ttcle "flOg ' 

'. :' .. h.!J thf!,."a.id.~~r.~ .. :4~~~~ ·~~~:oe:""(:ft.b~: ~C .o( a great UlaDY .h.0fl:e8.t~:g~ntTe
: .. fJ;/lfif1Ji for. {' ly,t,me.rU"" <qpt«.<tj {~Ild<:tnen •. ,t IS the rathor ll(lped .W" II, lie takell 
.. i.n tal~ ,/J,e._hc 1a¥, t!QjJt(lin":lif ,#ElJhl~jn ",' jJ~to ~sjderation .. .-for. :t.ba~.~jt,is . ~f .grElat 

> IUN ·1i'mbs or boti!l, as l1qt .. ~emg . 'able ' ~J!J consequence to thc!r maJcstle~ serVlce"J Ilud 
'~i:mort ,to go , to -.ea, ,3lutll}tr.a:pe. q .. pt:miOlIl ' " gCDerany .~rved m aU gqvetnments. that 

"" , ,dut·;ng. ,tile int.~rvat, Qr, "HlIl ,~e,other:wise.,>, le~ardiDg w:eU, _.and puni~hingwtlJ" .is th~ > ·takt:n rare §f;pnd pr()1-,jdt:iJfor. ", ·chief means of being well Served ;., .there. 
, . ':;" " fore it i:; ]lopc9 this will Lc put into .exe· 

'" ~,' cutlon for encouragement a.t sea, which is 
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How to .• hare a .Prize t;ke.n bY 'Q Mao of 
. ,'''j 'Var •. ";,·,,, 

",>'; -'" •.. ' ". .,--, ' ..•• 

,1. The .moit!(,Y ;o/U,JUlI' (he kj.Ilg:fi'DtI. 'in:G'W 
~ pri;:c is to .the captain, a,u; the, ffWW-y 

paid ;"to his h(mds, to he 8hart:d among 
/.lie ship'S tompon!J .. {fft ll' paying ()ue

.lifilt part 1-0 the c011lmalldcr-in-cll;t;/'l/{ the 
4quadr01J. or .fleet; though A dmiral R us
,d !uu bu n Sf) gel1eroul 1Wt to lake ang 

" thit'g on thal accoU1lt during this war. 
I , kould be glad tltal f could.lay so qf 
all IMr",t if th'jlog"!fficers, . 

our chielest itrength. 
, 

Rt!41fJmfor t/te Shar.ing a P rize, according 
to.tlle lI/ethod un the oIhel' Sid~ • 

. TJ1C captail~ having tL moie~y, is in re
gard of Ius bemg tlnswerablc for any plun
de r mude before the said prize be lmwglit 
into port, a lld ocl i\'cred ill to , he pl' i7.\"of~ 
fi ce, in which ca~(' hI ' also 10\1 ' ''1 h i ~ ()wn 
share ; anti as he has 1111: <;H n' :i.wl (;Ulltllict 

of the Sllip, nnd i .~ li,:b!c ltl all~ \\"l' r for nit 
misd t'meallors, it. i!-. thuught, ll'<I,"oll:lhlc he 
shou ld be allowed (11\.,: -),;1 11: a{;cordi ul{ to 
aut:ieol CU iiloU\, and ba~' (\ the di:.lnhHt ioll 
of all ,sU(.: h mom;), . :til Ow kin~ in hi~ boun-
ty shaH think ht to give in :;nch C'\8C'.. 

·II. 7"1< lieutenant ,or 
IIQW leven .shart'S. 

!ieut,enantl, arc to The lieutenants h:.:.vitlg st'veu shares 
(which is Olll' !tha rl~ more than the mas· 
ter has) is in respec t to his 1.:(jlHmis~;on. 

'\' 

'; , , ' a.uu that he, commauds the masler. 
III. 1'Jt~ tJltI8tel' s;z 3Ilart:s. _, .. ' " The master ha\'jug six shart's ( whi(~h is 

" ." one more.thau the rC:it of. the warrunl·of-
" ,', . ': . .'. -'.-:."'-.:' '. ,,::-' fleers ) is: iu regard he connnanus them. 
IV. The 'mit/iller, cltirurgeDnJ ·and dll war- .' The masters-males, though notwtlrri'ut-

, rant·(IjJicer8,jifJe sharet. ., . . qfiicersJ have fi,'e shares as wt:ll .d~ they, 
. in regard UPQIl. the watch they cqpllll~nd 

' .. , • ,__ . "'. the warrant-officers. ~ . 
V. A-/asters-matts, tu warrant.ojJicers,foe shares. ..) ~\tf~, . 
'VI. Midshipmm three shares . . '>-'" The midshipmen have thre~',li'im' s, a's 

., .~:-.- , '_ .. being ,gfficers. am,! having a command ov.er · 
. the seamen. ' . ~""'. ,'. 

VII. GU71ners.matu , ooatsroaim.motu, car. " .;. The; warrap.t.officeCJ .. rna~es, ha\,i:ng'com
. ]Jfnur,-1{lQuI, matu, c1ljrurgt!On.~;.,"atcs, . ma~d of-their l'fepec lil-'c,crc.w5,-,arc tho,ug·ht 

Imd altof that degra, tD htroe threuIUJf:u. fit to have three shares. . . ,,':. ' 
Vnr. Quarter-mal'/ers, ,quartt7·~gu.nnerrJ The other small otficeri ,ha~e1.~o s?ares) 

. (}()ckntJ~s, corporau" and ... aU ·qf . .tkat to make a distinction betwix.,t ~hem .and 
rank, to}fl't)e.t~'o ,dia~.-<~ •. . "' ,::. >. the seamen. ,; <,. J:~ ;" ~" , ~-., . , . 

IX. A.nd 10 able lUmen Dni1 ortlmQ1'!J 8eamen to have one s"a,.e each. .' . . ' . .. \ 
"'C, •• " 

~ ... ~' ., ..... \. "":'~:'l'i~ I . , 

' j 
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'!·~tr tblj"be 'put 'into· a procl~~tlon t that all men may know ... :hat their respI'cti\'c 
. ,',~1l8reS" anil prif.(,s taken wiJ1 tic; it' will calI se a gren t t:asiness in the fle('t, p r(.'Yent {i ll :. 

" ~~~~~.; ' a~d making p:lr!i~8 there; whi c:b U!'(' 1II (~re !ikcly on th i~ accoun t than any 
'· .'o't~~ "and If any s'uciJ dlVISJOn$ th.:re be, thei r tlHIJ t:s l tes and the kmgdom are the lo.~c rs 
, c ' " 1' i' . ", .' ,-
"~ 'r ,, ' ' " , 

.'. : : rhe rensons of the difference betwixt the ca pt.-tins of tn ('11 of wa r, ancl l,;ommjs~joll ~ 
. ers 'of the prizcs, arc, firs t, the undue. 31)praisemeJl ts ; 8t'condly, the gn 'at em benlemcn rs 
wh'ich they meet with fro m pri2~ofli ct'rs. wh ich oft en put the captains UpOIJ pluud(' r-
inlJ. the ships before ,they del i ~'cr them in. . 

To prevent these Jl1Con \'t' l)l en ccS, t he fol lowi ng proposals a re llumhly Olr~rcf !, whcr\.:~ 
by the k ing may uot be chea ted, and the capta in and sh ip's comp<l. l1 y TIla.y hare right 
done ·them. 

I. Proposab. 
t . JVhcn I:uly captai1l shall b"i"1! or ~'elld a 

pri:e into port, ami drlivcr 11(:1' into tli t: 
J)rize-oJlice oppointed for the oppl'oise
'1Iu:nt IY · lite said pri::c, on Ilelw{/· or ,lte 
king , the copl ain to be therr, 01' 10 choose 
t w o oll"rs ill /ii.f absol(,(;, """ w se 7l(1me.f 
shalt he 3Y!nt i ii lite cmnm;~·&iolle,.s (!Ipri
.t·t's, ''(1'110 sltalt give I l lall lJ01t 'c:r' 10 act 
alollg toll ll l /i t' i'; I(1 f"flstU1Jl· IIOU.W: C!tliars, 
aud l Jri':.c-(dfi'cers, ill ' he lIppraiscnu:nt of 
t he ~{lid pri::.t: . 

II . That jor the advantage (lnd clIcourngc
mellt tU fIJI.! blllJers, (li t: goods shalt hcap_ 
praisul ill /!i ll;all flUartlilics, (and ?lot 
whole .sliij),t ca'1Iou togcthC1·, a ... jorllw·
ly ) u,/tidl. tvilJ be a grcat aug mentatiQ1l 
La tIle price. 

Ill. 11ml ·the said goods 40 appraised, b~ 
~'old '!/lerwards by iuck 'IF candle, and set 
lip at the p1·ice appraiscd, b,Y which meal/of 
( I,tt vallie '11);" ag ain b(: augUiclIl nl, aud 
p r c'l't'll i all!!' t "i,,~ if fraud. 

1 V. ·T he sale will be .Ii·cc and public, and 
timcl'y not ice gi f't'ti to fill perso/l.,·, pfl l" i~ 

. 'cularly to lite (lP/l l'(I;.rC"4, who .,!taU be 
allowed (0 bid, 8U tlWI tIf:iIIlcr 1 he king 

" ' lor tIle captain he f,-rtJ'llgcd. 

l1u' R ensons. 
Two c ll stom·house officers m e concei

ved I le ('e·~ S;tr\' to be joined with the t wo 
pr i 7.e .oni ('ers,~ that tile killg may not uc 
c1efraunc:d of hi~ customs as iorIlH'rh' , and 
t he captain lu:ing there , or t wo iu i. is L.. t:
half, wi ll prevcnt any fTuud to the k ing, 
hi msclt~ ul' the ship's company . 

. !hat . the .g oods appraised in ~mall '11l:l11-

tItles WIU g ive liberty to sma ll m~l'cJlants 
to buy, wh~r~b}' the pri ce wi ll he much 
augmented, to tlw advantage both lolf thc 
k ing and captain, &c. 

The g.oods bring sold hy inch of candle, 
and appn liscd, will pn: \'t ll t ,Illy fraud or 
private t'olltrac t, wh ich wrongs (:ilher kill" 
or ItU~j ccts , anti will much heigh tt'n lh~ 
value of goods. 

'~'he sale being free ~ ntl pl.lhlic, the ap
IHalsc l's, custom .mtl pnzc·o tll ct,l's . arc free 
to bid, being t o be sold to the Les t chap
man. 

It is conceive«) necessary, tha t there he a seam an compt roller of th e pri3e-officc 
'Vhicb W9U.I~ be a great au vautage to thei r maj estic:s, aud m ake all sides easy . ' 
,;, .. : .... " . 

EncouragtimeJlfjin' E lIg lil'h l'·r;ra(ccr.\·, , 
J . That such Etlglish pri.vate ·.me~: of W:U' as ahnll take :Ul y French or oth~r .em' m ic:! 

priva.~e,.s or ships,' h avlug le ttcl'$. of mart, tll~y h::t. Yt' t he ", jll)/e. \ .. ·it/] out paym c:nt of 
tenths; by reason ' ill doing thi s, they ventu re their liv('s and ~s tatcs lilr tht· p ~l! , l ic 
gfJOd, such prizes bring but of r,Olall n ]uc:. • 

, > • t . ·That aU such p rize~ as !jhaH be tahn off the cnemi er, sh ore, or a t anchor uncler 
;A~ .~y .fort or cast le, or within any port, harb~~r,,,:oad,~)eadJa~d, or (:reck of the l'ucmic!'. 
i·y'..!,,, ':'~'. '" '. " 'I "'-'. 

"jt;,;,:t~,:: , ;;,~}~~!;',' 
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CO\Idl'lt, may pay no tenths, by reason of the great hazard and danger h men thereby 
n Of their lives, aDd of IOllng their ve cIs, which, 'ill not be done without encou
gement. 
s. That tbty may pay no tent.hs for any salvage that shall b adjudged to them for 

retaking any English or friend's ship, by reason they have often retakf'n mall vessels, 
f()f which they ha e had but a fifth part, amounting to not above the charge of bring
ing them in, and the charges of the law, and yet bave been obliged to pay tenth of 
such fiflbs, to their great discooragement, the whi h i 0 much the mor rea on able 
to be cond cended to, for that several ships have been retaken, which have paid his 
majesty i or ~OOOl. each for custom. 

4. 'Ihat whereas many ships that have lain in ports, harbour, and roads of thi king
Ciom, without any seizure or molestation of the vice-admiral or governor, have been 
found out to be the enemies goods, and seized by private men of war, antI condemned 
as prize, th said vice-admirals or governors ha e very much ob tructed them in the 
condemnation thereof" and &ometime after cond mnation have claimed the same u e, 
01' the use of their m~jesties, to th great discourag ment of private men of war, with
out whose diligence and intelligence they had never been discovered or seized: There
fore i is propo ed, that in such cases they may have no molestation or impediment, 
but have their p h~p. according to tlleir commi sions, which grant them all they shall 
take, as well in pOrts or harbours, as upon the ea. 

5. That the tenths of other prizes may b remitted to them concerned in private 
men of war, for their encouragement, for the reason following, viz. 

I. The French king doth at this time do the same, which l1ath so encouraged their 
privateers, that they have fitt d out many ship ' of good force, and much annoyed 
and disturbed our trade; the French privateers having taken about 600 of our ships, 
wber as thei .. men of war have not taken ixty. . 

II. Thi encouragement will enable the concerned to fit out better ships than now they 
have, and get men to man th m by contractin to take al'e 0 all such men as "hall 
be wounded, and the wives aod families of them that shall be killed or drowned, 
which at present they cannot afford to do. 

Ill. There is more reason to mak this remission of tenths to the En<rlish private men 
of ar, than the French l in regard to the prohibition, and the small trade of France. 

6. Whereas it may be o~jected, that unles some officers be put on board each prize, 
the private men of war will be at liberty to do what they please, and uch officers can· 
not be maintained without duties to bear the charge, it is an werecl, that each privat 
m n of war, at the taking out of his commission, doth not only oblige hi ship, elf, 
and ownm, but also gives two other sufficient securiti s, in soot. or 1500/. bond, llvt 
to abuse their majesties subjects or allies, but to m 1 e ati faction for all injurie done 
by tbem, and to pay customs, &c. And, besides, the cu tom-house officer presently 
put wai'iers on board, to look after the custom, which the prh'ate men of war pay 
tb mselve, without charge to th ir majesties; and by thi propo ed encouragement, 
the customs will be increased by the prize-ships, so that it WIll pay twenty times more 
than their m~jestie8 hav or will recelV for tenth ! And, beside, the encouragement ' 
of English private men of war will be very beneficial to thi kingdom, not only in the 
increa ing of customs, and weakening the enemy a aforesaid, but i bre ding of sea
~n, they being obliged, by their bonds, to carry two-third landlll n, and but one

• of their coIDp,lement seamen. 
rI, And if it be objected, that by thus remit ing the tenths. the ad\'ocate, receiver, 

&t.. ed thereio, will lose their salaries, the propo er hum ly hope it will not be 
tliouglit ~ tbit the pri ate inter it of two or thl'ee persons, without ad van

i 
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tage to the kin or govel'1lment, should be preferred before so great a ~ublick good as 
thi encouragement would be both to th e kin er and l<ingdo lD. . J 

l ... astty, It is demonstrable, that this encouragement to privateers will prove of no 
small auvantage to hi majesty's custom; for example, they frequently retake rich 
shjp~, pre~'ent s,hips beioO' taken, and ?ne ship retak,en oftentfmes brings in more Cl1S~ 
tom. to Ins majesty tb. n the tenths will amonnt to In a wholp year; so that Loth his 
majesty and subjects will be mucb the gainers by thIS means: Therefore, it i~ to b 
110pecl these proposals will meet with their maje lies complianc{', for that their majes
ties may at first give it only for a )'ear, or what time they shall think fit, to see the ad. 
vantage of jt, and afterwards to do therein as they please. 

A11 Essay upon Tila'l:s, calculatedfor tIle p,'csent Junctu'f''t if Affai.rs in England. 

By the Marquis of IIallifax, 1693. 

It is said by Bishop Burnet, thnt the Marquis of Halifax, so remarkable as a slatesman dUfillO' 
three relgm, whell driv<:n frOID King Willialn' cahiuet b~' the Whigs, in ]693, went into th~ 
measures of the Tories and Jacobites, and uniformly studied to give the ~overnIDfnt all the 
trouble he could. The follO\~in~ sensible and moderate treatise holds a diiferentand more pa
triotic Illnc;nage, since it urges the continuance of the contineutal war, se; the ooly means of 
pre ervin/! the government of King William, and constitution of .England, and repl'ol:.ates the 
idea of recallJ[)g .James, or of stooping to solicit a peace with fruuce, 

SINCE it is of the last consequence to every true Englishman, that the present war 
should be carried on for the PI' ervation of our liberties and religion, against the com~ 
mon enemy of both; and notwithstanding the false and foolish insinuations of some 
discontented Jacobite, That a peace with France were more necessary than a war; and 
that it i more carried on for the sake of others than ourselves; and that, if it were ne· 
cessary, it might be better carried on by ourselves alone, than in conjunction with 
confed<.rate ; and that the only way to secure our religion and liberty, obtain a safe 
and seeu}' peace, and avoid the great hurthens we are subject to for the carrying on 
the war, were to cast off the present government, and take measures with King James 
and the Klllg of France; yet there is nothing more clear than that these notions are 
altogether absurtl and ImpracticabJe; ami that the true meani\Jg of it is only to give 
up all that is dear to liS, U.1to the bands of two princes, who have alway preferred the 
de ign of ~ub,'e\'tiDg our religion and liberties, to all otller consIderations whatso. 
m'er; nll that it is much betl r to fight for Flanders than for El1gland, and in con
junction with confhlerates, than alone, i what will bear no dispute. All that admits 
of a doubt is, what are dIe best means and method to carryon thi wal', As to the 
first, relating ouly to lhe rai s',ng of aids sufficient for this undqtaking, I thought 1-
could I ot do.a more acceptable sen ice to my country, than at this time to contribute 
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y endeavours.:As to tbe latter, relating to the military designs, anu manner 
executing them, I must acknowledge myself wholly incompetent, both by my ed ca~ 

D and experienc ) and shall choose herefote to r commend that matt ,r~ with my 
good wishes. to those whose providence it is, and 'especially to my sovereign, whom 1 
ju(lge must needs be better informed in this m tter than any other prince 0 .. p r on 

batsoever. 
The method I shalt pursue to set this matt in a clear light, shall be t lay down 

MMlle geBeral fUles or rna im by which our ancestors ha "e steered in the layin,. of 
im~ition , which had great regard to the constitution of the government, and con 
ditlon of the people, and therefore aT not easily to be departed £r·om. 

In the next place, I shall endeavour to examine the several taxes that are no v in 
use, and such foreign taxes and projects a are most in \'ogue, and by some thought 
to be more eligible to be introduced, especially that of a home-exci e, and shew how 
far they are consi tent or inconsisten ith th government, ease, and liberty of the 
people; and, in the la t place, upon the whole, offer my opinion what are the best 
method and expedients to raise money by. 

As to the matter of those aid, our ancestors have observed the$e rules ; 
First Tbey must not consist ~f things of common ne ssity or livelihood, but rather 

uperfluity. , 
Se~ondly, They must not burthen our native commodities and manufactures, mate· 

rials, or other thing~ rela ing thereunto. 
Thirdly~ They have alw~y8 avoided to impose upon things wherein the people had 

no benefit or advantage, but rather upon Jand, trade, and other gainful protessionR. 
no~. Pnrllam. FcOurthJy, They have always avoided ne~ and fbrei~~ tax~s; and, when proposed, 
' J r;d . ' Sd. QU. ba\'e declared they could not grant them WIthout adV18tng WIth those that sent them .... 
~ t ~~ld"pa·rt. and several rebe.llions have happened on this occasion. 
ul. I. Fifthly, They have had always great regard to. the condition of the several rank of 

men among us, to support them in the condition they are in, and consequently to pre
serve the monarchy. 

Sixthly, To charge money and personal esta.te not employed in trade, double to land 
and trade. 

eventhly, Above all,. that eq~a1ity shoula be observed in the imposition. 
As to the per ons, these rule were observed: First, The digni fied clergy usually 

O'a e double to the laity, considering that they were freed from alJ per:onal services, 
and most other taxe ; that their revenu were aU upon old rents, not su~ject to de
'alcation J repairs, or los by t nant " or for want of them, 01.' other diminution; and 

bad great ad antages in point of fines by renewal. And as for the other clergy, their 
tytbes, and ot r profits, came j~to their hands with little charge! and that as well the 
dignified, a otbers, were provlded for by 13:ws, not to come 1U by pUl'chase, but 
free gift, and are now exempted rom aU tOffllgn payments to Rome, and its depend 
anee, to which all foreign popish clergy are subje,ct. 

'erond , As to the great r and lesser nobility, they were always treated favourably 
~ being the chief basis an~ supp~r~ of the l~onarchy, and w~re allowed for their pOrt and-

11 cessary support of theJl' dlgmtaeB,. and did rarely exceed 10 the payment of their sub. 
ia , the sum of iOl. for 10001. which they called a spareable part. 

hirdly, A to the rich usurer, pr tradesman; who e family and expence was small 
and gains gr~at, and escaped mOlt bllrthe.ns, as not being so visible as lands; and th~ 
considerable free-holder, who~ estate is geueraUy held iu his own hands, and m,ana

by l1imself, and consequently "u leiS discovered than the nobleman and gentle. 
nan that were rented, and made both the profit of landlord and tenant; which, ac. 
ordin, to the old maxim, 'is double the rent in green sod, and treble in arable; the 
harge of.the latter amOWlting to a tbird m re than greensod: So that, in tru.tbJ they 
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have all their livelihood allowed, and more in the value; and none of aU tllese bein 
obliged by their quality or custom to any port, and are the proper basis of a de cra~ 
cy, or commonwealth; these were generaJly rated more strictly without anyallQwance 
to preven the increase of their number and growth. ' 

FOUl'tbly, The common artificer and labourer baving a del enclence upon the nobili
ty and gentry, and not being able to subsist without them, and consequently a farthe 
support to the monarchy, were usuallye.\empted, unless by reason of money or persoll
al e tate they fell within the limits of the subsidy; from hence grew that ancieot ay 
ing, that in taxes, size cinq, was to be easy, quatretl'ois, to be fully charged, and deall 
ace, to be exempted. Nevertheless, in the poll-acts, which came but rarely, the e in. 
ferior sort were sometimes brought in to bear their part. 

li'ifthly, As to the quantum, manner of collection, and equality of imposition, these 
rules were observed: l1'irst, That it did not exceed, by any means, the common nc~ 
ce ity; and that the prince. as well as the parliament, should she\v a great tender
ne s of the people in their demands and levies upon them; of which we ha\'e a notable 
instance in Q. Elizabeth who released half the sub idies granted her, when her occa
sions did not require it, which had a might)1 influence upon future grants. And 'ti:j 
ob ervable, that all those princes who hav(:: not stretched prerog~tive to levy taxes not 
warrantable by law, or to levy them with too much rigoud.nd exactness, or to impo. 
verish the people, and have expressed a care and regard to their ea$e, wealth, and 
welfare, have ever been the most fortuuate, great, and prospel'ous, contrary to the 
maxims of the pre~ent age. 

As to the manner of collection, they have taken great care that there should be a:; 
much ease, and as little charge to the king or people in the collection as may be, by 
the multiplication of officers, penalties, or subjecting their houses OJ: estates to the en
quiries or informations of officers, &c. 

As to the equality of imposition, this has been strictly observed, being always the 
same rate in the pound. Nevertheless, with such qualifica~ioDs and exceptions, s 
made it rather a moral equality, than a mathematical one, having respect to the con
dition of the persons, as 1 have before shewed. Limiting the sums both for real and 
personal estates, below which they should not be charged, viz. allowing def: Ications 
for debts to be a certained by the oaths of the parties charged, and for tbe decay of 
cities and towns in tenths and Ii teenths. 

Lastly, In aU cases the l<ing appointed the commissioners generally of persons un. 
concernt!d in the places where tJ)cy acted, and at his own charge, that it might be 
done with the more indifference and equality, to whom, in truth, by the con!ltitution, 
the appointing of all officer tor the execution of the laws does belong 10 and ooce at 
Jeast in every age, as I could easily sbew, the parliament bad granted that the com .. 
mis ioners and assessors should be sworll, and have liberty to examine all persons, not 
exempting the parties themselves, upon oath, for the better discovery of their real and 
personal estates, that length of time might not produce too great an inequality, and 
that the aids might be ~mproved in some proportion to th value of things, 9f labour, 

d of ervice, and the improvement of the wealth of the peopl , 
As to the second foint concerning the taxes now in being, or in vogue: And first, 

as to the land.tax. or monthly as,e nt, bei g nothing b,ut a military c utribution 
tak n up in the civil war, nd proportion to th condition of the kingdQm, as it theu 
st od forty years ago; tb inequality is (\ exorbitant, both between county and coun
ty, divi ion and clivi ion, parish nd IJilri h, allo impo sible to" be rectified without a 
punctual ,survey of the whol • and lyi wholly uPOIl the Ian l1>rd, where e~tates art 
not upon lives or fines; wherein the dignified clergy pay not on. groat, nor money, 
nor personal estate C()UlC iato the aid ; and which lies so heavy upon the nobility od 
gentry above aU others, to tbe we~k !lin and diminisbi g their est&te~, who are the 





Secondly, As to the time of payment. Thircl ly, As to the equality of the 
im) sit ion. All which shall be considered in this second heart 
. condly, That it will have t.he sa~ne influenc.e as a monthly contribution so many 

times double~ an~l not pl'Ov~ an ms~ns,ble tax, as HI c~mmo~)ly al~edged, will easily ap
pear by considering two thlllgs: FJI's~, Wbc~her It wIll cllIetly lie upon the buyer or 
the eller, and consequently cause a flse or tallllpon comnlOrlitics. Secondl), Whether 
it be likely, in point of time and equality, to afford any considerable advantage to the 
seller. 

As to the first. It must be measured by the neces ity of the buyer or seHer; for it 
is an und ubteu truth, that if the necessity of the huyer be greater linn the seller, the 
market will rise; but if that of the seller be greater than the buyer, the price of com
modities must fall; and allY duty laid upon comlllodities will lie upon either accoru
ingly. But as to the pre'lent case in England, I tbiuk there is nothing more apparcllt. 
than the plenty of home·commodities, and the want of people to consume them, which 
i in truth the pri·ncipal canse of the prest'nt fall of rents, and the price of commodities: 
the consequence of whi,h necessarily will be, That whate\er duty i imposed upon the 
commodity, the buyer will have it so much the cheaper, slOce it is in bis choice of 
whom to ouy, • nd indeed who shall sell, and WilD not ~'1 to the time and equality., 
it must tv' allowed that the exci~e halh some advantage of the land tax, since the time 
of payment is not until sale. and all men ~eel1l to pa~' ahke for the same thing; yet 
v,hen it shall be considered, that most of tile trade of tllis kind is upon credit, and not 

for readY-InOIlCY, alld that when ready-money is paid. a grt'at abatement of the price 
is ("peeled: awl that the comn1odity doth vastly differ ill price and goodness, and yet 
shall pay all alike, ' t'i bl'd: mutlon, and corn &c. and, above all, that the commodity 
will be UUI til t- lied a1lU\'l ~even fold by this ptl) nWllt in parcels j it will be found these 
acJ"antag-c'> Will be Illllch over-balanced; to wlw.:h 1 may add the vast charge, trou
ble, and ~Iavery 11 the cullection, which draw forth from the subject twice a~ much as 
will oome to ttl! · kllJ~(s coffers, and beget all army of officers, and a further army of 
soldiers tu second them; a con ideration of importance, more than all the re&t, and 
render it of all practices the worst. 

Secondly, A general home-exCl e will destroy trade, which will appear thus: Whe
ther tUt! fund of trade in England be mouey, or home· commodities ; now there is no
thm~ more evident, than that the main trade of England is in the retul'tl of our home
commoditit's, and not that of money, which is the main that the Dutch trade is driven 
withal, they having f(,!\V (;ommodlties of their own countries to export, liar indeed 
enougoh to support the 20th p'ut of their own people, which renders this kind of tax 
mOiit proper tbere, though very de.:structive here, all impositions still discouraging the 
vent of the commodities on which they are imposed, as the experience of all former 
times and places doth abundantly prove; veSicles tile great consumption of all foreign 
commodities here, is by such as have dependence on the product of their country, and 

ot upon trade, as they all clo in Holland; the vent of which, if discouraged or lessen
ed, abates the foreign trade likewise, and the commodities irnpo~ed up.on there. are most 
foreign, but hel"l~ native; and estate there personal, but here real. 

Thirdly, fhis will overthrow the ubstance of all the nobility and gentry of England 
by the tall of the valut! of their lands and rents; for if the present lalld-tax hath pro 
ducPd an effect to such a degre 'Iread ,and that by experience we find the laU(l-ta:~ 
draw u\Ore money out of the COUll ry" tho. what it can bear, disabling the tenant to 
pay his rent, or carty on the tra e in th country, otherwise than upon credit, what 
must the case be when even or ten in es as much will be raised upon the same tblllg 
hy this new way? • 

1i'ourthly, A U'eneral excisf> puts au end to theu e of parliaments, anti quite Ch,Ul~es 
the present condition of the government; fO,r ha"ing ~heady given duties 10 ~1l fOl't:lt:\;l\ 
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_UtOdities, should they admit of t.his upon native, there were no moJ'C to be given. 
could it be carried on without a military power to se~ond it~ and might p~ ibly 

hazard the government ibelt, iftbe people should 110t swallow it; and if once 'Of. up, 
will ne\'er be laid down. 

Fifthly, It can be of no use t.o a prescnt supply, since it will ask a long time to ettl 
it; and neither afford much money, or credit, till it be so settled; and that the expe
Timent be tried, whetl)er it can, ar will be borne, wbich this town, under the oppressio 
of a war and powel' of au army, would not yield to. 

If it objected." That the Dutch raise greater sums thereby than we can any 
othet' way, and by that are enabled to make war more powerfully than we." 

This is a perfect- mistake; for their excise is not able to answer the ordinary charge 
of the government, and is in truth their ordinary revenue; and their war is maintai -
ed by their fl)OO and 100 penny-tax, by way of our subsidy upon personal estate. 

Sixthly, That this will 'raise ncar thri ce as much as will come to the kin J will thu 
8'ppear: In the vent of all our home-commodities, e peclally in any considerable quan
tItle, there is one at least that goe between the grower and first seller, and the COIl'
sumer; a the malt tel', and brewer, or alehouse-keeper, between the barley and t 
drink j the engros ert mea1man or baker. between our wheat and our bread; the 
butchers be w n ou meat; and th hutcher and tallow-chantller between our suet 
and candles; the hi ler, carrier, or poulterer, between our poultrey and wild-fowl ; 
iron, lead, wool, f , leath f. and salt, between the first founder and maker, their re
tail rs, and othel' trade that are employed in the manufactures that are made of the . 
Now it .cannot rea onably be suppo edt that whoe" f is the first bu) er of these things, 
or any otber that goes between the buyer and the consumer, will pay the fu 11 price to 
the grower, and pay tl e duty of excise out of his own purBe~ wh~ch will require a great .. 
er stock; and gather it in again of the consumer, without interest, or profit, much of 
which trade will b upon' credit, some of it comes short home, especially since it is in 
his power to abate it in the price from the fir t grower. 

Nevertl1eless, 11 will certainly raise it in the price to the consumer again; ami so 
the penny will be doubled, and probably raise the prie;., more than the duty, upon u 
position that he pays the duty, and may oome to be a 10 er by it; and this b iug dis
p rsed all the kingdom over, must needs create a vast number of officers and cJlarge 
in the cotlectioD to the kOng; to which I may add, tQc great penalties with which it 
must be Bupported and attel1ded ; and the keenness of the officers to e 'act tern. d 
the great discouragement all this will bring upon the consumption, with th~ gre t di 
turbance a d slavery that it will bring 1,1pon the people, to have their hou. s subj c eel 
to th eaTches of officer. and their: per on 1Ul(.l e tates to t!ntrie of good and to 
11alties upon that aCCOUl1t. Now the case is not the am in Holland to oy of the 
part!cula befora.!ll~ntio~e~. as will app,ear by these folio ing:, 

First, For that It 1 then mtere t to dl courage the CQ11.5UmptlOn, and to oeca i n 
par6imony, rno ~ of ~he. commoditIes beiog. for~ign; and to ,encourage tpe export of 
hem, upon which their whole trade and livelihood depends, but ours tbe quit ~Ol

trary. 
Secondly, Tbey oa certainly r~ise the price upon the first buyer, because Qf the 

ac~city of the commodit>:; and that besitle$ that little which the country aff'o d$, 'tis 
allm the hands of orne few merchant or eugrol:i rs; and the neee sity of the buyer 
i, far greater than that of the seller, through t e multitude of inhabit,ants, auc} t e 
maHnes of th product 01' ueces aries for life. 
Thirdly, Tbeir collection is very ea y and cheap; for the merchant cur the ex

cite pon his first entry at the custom-house; and for the rest, they hlve no market 
but in 'Piled and populous towns; so that it i all collected there wjth few hand and 
little trooWe tile people. 1 
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tIy, All the excis s of Holland, both upon foreign commoditi and home, though. 
rnul' i d and advanced to the la t degree, together with the other revenue that be. 
long to he crown of pain, nd the church, have been computed but at two millions a 
year, monasteries and tythes included, and are anticipated oy debts for several years; 

nd b t sufficient to pay the intere t; and 'tis the 200 pp.nny, and 100 penny upon 
per nal e tates; that is the thin that upports their wars \1 pOll extraordinary occa-
ions; and therefore probably the excises here will not raise such sums as we ima ine, 

e pecially upon some few thing ; and yet the charge, slavery, and the II1coDvenience 
before mentioned, will be equal; and the hazard the government will run in renderiO') 
it otlious and disoustful to the people, are so great; and, above all, it can turn to no ar 
count but for a continuance of time; and that it is a foundation for any government 
or ambitious prince that would subvert the constitution, and enslave the people, to sUI' 
port an army, and carryon his de igns if once introduced, by the continuance of it " 
and therefore I think no Engli IIman will be willing to make the experiment. 

A to the last particular I undertouk, which was to give my opinion what method ~ 
were the most eligible to raise money by, having in some mea ure prevented it b ' 
a ing my censure upon those that are now in practice and vogue, I shall concludt: 

all with proposing that of the ancient way of subsidy upon. a true pound rate, accord· 
ing to the wisdom and cunstant practice of our ancestors, as the most equal, most rea
sonable, and most suitable to our constitution; and therefore most eligible above all 
other : whi~h I shall endeavour to prove by the e arguments following, and by an-
we ring those objection!' that are usually made against it. 

But before [ come to these particulars, I think it necessary to give some general ac
count of the ancient form and method of subsidies, tenth, and fifteenths; the two lat
t er having been totally disused, and the former but rarely, and not pursuant to the old 
method, ince the beginning of the civil war; a subsidy before the war did usually 
amount to 70,000 pound, the last subsidy- book being the rule by which the future Vid~ L. Coke's 

. I ' . ) dId . I. d . In.'lIt.".pn.33 were glvf'n; w JerelD every man s an was va ue at a certain rate ueyon r pnses; nnd :14. 

and this was not altered but once in an age, when tbere was an act made on purpose 
o make a review by the oaths oftbe commissioners, assessors, and examination of he 
arties thems Ives, or any other person knowing thert>lll; and all the variation other-

wi c in th subsidies, was in the per onal estate and money, and the allowance for debts, 
and a great nnmber of chilliren, to which they had regard upon application made by 
th parties, pursuant to the provision in those act ' ; all person under five pounel ill 
personal, and three pound in real, as formerly rated in the kiog"s books above repri es, 

ere excepted; and all goods and stock in trade and housebold~stufr~ except wearing 
app reI, were included: And a subsidy was four shilling in the pound upon real estate, 
and two shillillgs eight-pence upon p rsonal, payable hy two p:'lYlllents, And although 
two shilling eight-pence may seem to be ess upon good " than foul' shillings upon 
and, yet when it is considered, that land); are !'altU ac 'ording to the annual profits, 
nd not their intrinsic valu of purchase, and that thi is ulmos~ treble the profit of 

money at five per cent. and that all other goods have 1\0 profit or interest to attend 
thtm, personal estate is more than doubly char red, as I have before assertecl. 

As to the tenth and fifteenths, they were a certui n rate impos d on cities, towns, 
and borou h ', in respect of their moveable goods, and did amount to about 20,000/. , 
bu there vas usually a clause to reserv a sum for such cities and towns as were de
cayed, 

As to the argument or the subsidy or pound-rate, having said so much already, I 
llall reduce them to ery few heads. _ 

First, that it lS equal hl the impo ition, nobody can deny, nm that none can pay 
more b n he is rated, by any body's being undervalued. 

Secondly, That It is made more equal aud rea nable by the allowance of debt, 



l.jr , That it is impracticable, as late experience hath proved. 
ud, Secondly, That it will not rai e such sums as are requisite fo r tl1e pre 'ent 

· uncture. 
. To the fir t of these I au wer, That the ex perience of all former ages i a sufficie nt 
el'id lce ; and the rea ons of th late failure have been two vi lble ones. 

First, 'I'll countenance that the month ) a essment hath met with from the court, 
and th discountcnanc thi hath foun d, when the parliament granted the fir.,t 12d. 
aid, and tll king to name commi ioners, t hat they put in all the same again which 
vere in th monthly as m nt, hich, a i t wa the bl ~hest di SerVlce imaginahle to 

tlle cro 'n, in f: \'our 0 th ir partir lar countrit' , so it IS h e to prove the 1110 T fatal 
to the nation, disabling it to raise any great sums from the great inequah ly of It, and 
inclining the party oppress d to embrace any new project that may hazard the presen t 
government, 0 prove destructi\'e to the nat ion. 

Secondly, Th zealous endeavours of the west rn and northern memher~ tCl con Lin ue 
th monthly as c sment, which is 0 favourabl to them, \ hich , wben they comider 
the cons qu nc b for mentioned, I hope will be no longer inslslt'd Oil, at sllch a t Ime 
as this, '\ he all that' dear to them is at stake. But to shew that t his is ea!!ily prac
ticable, if tb parliament will follow the method heretofore used by their anc('stors, I 
shall referrou to the quotations in the margin,' and to tho e act which you will find 
in th statutes at Jarg , where the as e or ",ere upon oath, and the commi i neTS 
named by the kin with power to examine all p rsons upon oath. But if t hes me
thod ' be thought too rig rous, I propo that the commissioners may only be of his 
nomination, according to th right of the crown, ano the practice of all arc , whose 
only power is to s e the as essors do their duty to put the law in ju t execution, and 
hat \ el' man may be bound to deliver into th as essor the true value of' the lands 

in the plac where it lie, according a it is rent d; and if in th Ir hand, according to 
th hi ,.hE:st "alu tl at it pay in ari h-tax 5, with any thing that is rented, under 

ain to fOIfeit a yeat's valu' for c\' ry oncealment of' all tbat he hath in that pl ceo 
And that h commis loner have power to examine any other but the person hiOl elf 
concerning t"} valu of the land " aud the pari h-taxcs, ill order to an equal pound: 
rate, Dd to levy the penalties upon oncealments. And if it shall be th ught r a on
able to allow any thin for the port of the per on, that it be ascertained by ten th, 
or any 0 her part to be d ducttd to the commission rs from persons above a certain 
quality, but to los that b"nefit upon an concealm nt. 

As to the 110t raising a consid 'rable um, there can by no way be so much rai ed as 
by this; for we find by txpel'ienc , that the monthly ass s ment, tbough now screwed 
up higher than ever, dot not raise above 1,051,702/. 18s" but e\'el'Y ) ~d. in the pound 
will raise a mdlio ; and the four shilling' tha re given bi. way of , aid the. fi rst 
year, would have raised our millions, which 1 prove thus: The monthly assessmel1t, 
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at 70.000/. per mensem, raises 840.0001. per annum; and of this I am $ure not ne f a 
third par of England pays above) <J.d. in the pound, and some not above thret-pen e, 
and so upward to a shilling: Now if these two-thirds were brought to pay a shillmg, 
and the other reduced, I leave it to any reasonable man to judge. whether the re
maining 16(1.0001. would not have been rai edt especially if money and per onal estate 
are called in to aid; and this I shall observe to you, that all the home-exci e of the 
provin e of Holland, as 1 have been credibly intormed, uo not raise ahove a million, 
and the rest of'the provinces not above half a one, though multiplied and extended to 
the utmost; and therefore, jf laid only upon some few thlOgS here, would not raise 
luch sums as are imagined. and for that reason al '0 not worth the experiment, to 
change the ancient methods of our ance tors, which wiU be found in the conclusion 
the most equal and reasonable of all others. 

Postscript. 

This paper being writ and calculated for the year J692, before the parliament sat, 
and h:uJ adjusted their aids, a full and successful experiment has been made for a mil
lion upon a perpetual fund, and probably might bear half a 'million more, if the time 
for subscri ption and fund ",ere enlarged; there ha al 0 heen trial of another 4s. 
pouuel-rale, winch, hy rea on all oaths wt're waved, an,\ very small penalties pul upon 
the conceallllt'rlt, and the commis ioners not of'the kJOg's nomination, a I am inform. 
eli, /lath tLdl 'n ~11()rl uf the two millions that were expected from it; so that other me
thods must l,e taken, a are herein before propo ed, if you would make it any thing 
equal III' dfl'ctual. There has also been new impositions laid on several commoditie , 
Whld l, hy tile neglect and mi carriage of convoys, and want of station-ships and cmi
eel' 1(, c lear I ilt' channel from pnvateers, as to trade III general, but more partIcularly 
to the l\lenlterranean, TUlkey. and West-India trade, have produced but very little; 
also t ile duties upon sugar I~ave been wholly taken off, \\ hich might have been borne 
doring the war, These things I thou/.{ht nee('s ary to observe, sillce they have made 
alterations in some matters contained in thiS es:,ay . 

.A Treatise, shewing flOW lls~fulJ sufe. reasonable, and beneficial, the Enrolling and R c
gi$fcring l!J ult Conveyances qf Lands ?/lay be ((J Ill/wbltallts qf t his KilJgd~m. 

By Lord Chief Justice Hale. Anno 1694. 
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S. All declarations of uses and trusts upon fines, I'ecovel'ie t and other a surances. 
6. All grants of rents, commons, profits, all conditions and re ervations of rt:n s. 
7, All leases, for years or lives, made by any persQ.;l either with rent .. bl' without it . 
8. In brief, All feoffment, grant, releases, confirmations, wills, forfeiture, es

cheat , commons, or whatsoever other estate or interest in them. 
For jf Hny of these be not enrolled or registered, or some way rendered open to the 

view of every per on, a man may be cheated or deceived. And ' hat j the ocld , whe
ther a man be deceived by a secret mortgage or judgment? or by a secret lease fc 
li\'es or ,years, or by a secret settlement, or devise or will? And all tl ese mu t be se
cret to him that hath no ready means to discover them: The remedy whereof is de
signed in this public registry. 

And yet further, if the rt'medy be intended as large as the disea e, this registry mu sL 
not only look forward, but it must look backward, (vi~,) that all estates and incum
brances now in being, as well as those that shall be hereafter, must be laid open to the 
view, otherwise the provision is not commensurate, there being ill all probability a 
stock of latent incumbrance and charges upon lands, which may erve at least to de
ceive and (:heat this present age, and the next also. Therefore, unless there be some 
notification of present incumbrances, as well as future, we .but lay up a security, that 
it may be of llse an hunrlred years hence, and leave the present anu intel'vening ages 
in at:! bad, if not wor~e condition, than we 1inJ them, 

Therefore, a remedy cotlJlnensurate to the mischief mus,t needs provide for the re. 
gistel'lJlg all estates and inteJ'r-'sts. ano charges of lands, and that as well for the time 
past, as time to come; otherWIse the plaister is too narrow for the sore. 

~, The second ('omideratlon IS, Whether thi be possIble to be dORe? Indeed, it IS 

a fine t hll1~ 111 the theory and speculation, and a man that fixeth his thoMghts upon 
the good that migltt (,Ollle by such all expedient, Without troubling himself with the 
difficultie~ thai lie in tht: way to it. may drive it on ~'ery earnestly; out he that shall 
cOllsider the ddfiC'ulty ot it, wdl eastly St'e that it IS but a uotion and speculat.on, and 
cannot bf' dtecled or reduced into practice, at lea"t not Without imlnf:!11 e coofl1"ion. 

The clitfkultl(::s that attend thiS desi~n, are either uch as relate to the enrolhng of 
estates now in being; or, secondly. The enrolling of' estates hel't.~after to be made or 
granted; or, thm!ly, Such difficulties as ,relate to both. 

1. The difilcultles that atlend the enrolling of estates now in being, or pa1)t, these 
5eem insuperahle. In order to the dlscovel'Y hereof: we IllU t suppose, ttJat eIther every 
mall shall lie at liberty to enroll or reu'lsler his estate, or he must lose hIS estate. If we 
suppose the former, then every lHan is still at liberty, as he was bet@re, and nothing is 
effected by it. 

If the latter. (viz.) That he shall lQ e if he do not enroll the estate he hath, or which 
is all one, it shall be in the power of hlOl that enrolls a subsequent tille, to make the 
former, not enrolled, void; then ei ther that elll'oUment or I'egl~rry, must be barely of 
pis claim, or some aiJl)lract of his title, or he must ellroll the tenor of tile deed, or evi
dellce by which he claims. 

If we shall suppose tht; former, then these things will be considerable. Fir t, What 
if he doth in some things make hIS claim? It may be he thillk ' he has an estate 10 f~e
simple, when It is but in tail; it may be an estate absolute, when it 1S conditlOual. 
Certainly he tbat claim hy an ah tract had need of a very good counsel at his elbo\v, 
to giv{' him sOllnd and unGontl'llul,tul ddVl-:C in dra\ ing it up, otherWise he tl1.tt bath 
a goud title niay lose it for want oi a l'Ight ab'ltl'act of his titl~ by wlllch he claIms. 
Surely., therefore, very Ulan that hath a g.ood title, and cau possibly com 'uy the deed 
01' evuleuct by which he c\aullti iI, WIH tUfoll11lS deta at large, tor f at' he shou ld omit 
'any thing essential to hi title. Socunrlly, 0.' els It is ieHP-IlIled, UMt thou '>' ll be mis
take his tLtle, ) ct if he entel as much a~ he ttllnks fit, it shaH be ~UtfiClt1Dt to pre:iel'v~ 

1 



hi • Abd it thi De intended. the whole de j n of registering and inrolii g wi 
in a public decei and insecurity, when, perchance in the event, the e late or in,. 

rest claImed, dotb materially and luhl!tantiaUy vary fr m vhat is registered. Third .. 
ty, Agaio, if S Ich an uncertain claim shaH be allow 0. not made good by d ed or evi

ce , this office will breed more disturbance in many e tates, than any iOla ina e 
deCeit or frauns be 'des can equal; for any man shall at a venture make what claims, 
and set up -nat pretences, he pI ase's to any man' , e tHte in ngland, and .shall be ad
m'tted to eill'oJl them in the registry, and the p r on injured shall be either l'emediles , 
or dr1\te to mQre suits and expenees, to vindicate his title, than now he is necessita
t CI unto, to discover a fraud in a seller. 

It remains therfr~ re Dcces ary, that whosoever will enroll any thing in b inO', h 
must produce some authentic deed, or other r cord, to warrant what he would have en
roUed, and then there must be enrolled at least so muehof the deed, or evidence that 

. ctoncerns, Fir t, The parties, granter an.d grantee; Secondly, The things granted; 
'thirdly, The e tate granted; l:i'ourtbly, All those part of the deed, or evidence, that 
h e any influellce upon the estate; as rent reserved, conditions, powers of revocation, 
of alteration, ofJeasing, the trust, &c., and those oth r things that have an influence 
upon the estate; and without all this done, and truly don, the purchaser or lender is 
as roue ;n the dark as be ore and rhea ed under th credit of a public 0 ce er cted 
to ,frevent it. 

fhi being the state of the business in relation to enrolling of things past, there fol
low next those difficulties that render tl1e oe i neither impos ible 01' fruitless. 

I. Many person that have titles, have them by livery without deed, (Ii" cannot 
bring tI e de d to the office to be registered or enrolled. because the deed itself is not, 
nor by law cannot be in their custody, at 1 st defact() is not in their custody, as they 
that claim remainders where the eu tody of the de d belongs to others, tho e that 
claim b wills, either conceal d, or in the hand of e ecutor, -and may have lost their 
deeds in t11e late trol)bles, and to compel pos essors, e. pecially purchasers of la d , to 
discover die dew, which po sibly they bave fOl' the ecurity of their own aura cea 
to make other II en's title appe. r, and this under a pe Jty or ctioo, were an unr aSOll-

able thing; and would create a general in eCllrity purchasers. 
If (4'~ Eliz.) A conve 'ed lis land to B, aud l~ Ja. 1. B conveyed it 0 C, and ~ 

Car. I. C conveyed it to D, and ~O Car. g. D conveyed it to E, mu taU tbese con-
eyance be enrolled, or only the last? If all U)U~t be enrolled, then if any e man's 

conveyance he omitted, suppo e it from A to B, then the omission of t e enrollment 
tbereo 'ill give a title to A, O~ hi heil', to a claim to this land; if only that from the 
last eller. tbe is the purchas r in the dark still, what estates were in the tee dent 
ownus. and lio derived, and so the design would b come ineffectual to the end pro
posed. 

S. If all the mean conveyances of ments e5tllte hould be inrolled, W tminster
Hall would not bold th enroll men 5, and the charg thereof would be abov two mil
lions ot:" IJloney; nllY, if w~ sllould f'uppose the present estates of the present owoers 
orland in anyone considerable C u1 ty, wera to be inrolled. the charge woul b in~ 
tol.erauleJ and the bulk it elf would be utterly n eless; upp.o e in London, ~ ,000-
llouses, and each hou'Je to have but two titles, that is, that of the Qwners of the inherit
ance, and that of the present lessee (though ome have many more concurrent and 
coincident title to recompence tbo that m y 1 ~"e pos ibly 1 ss) thi would briu the 

Ument-office 110000 deeds. the enrollment of very deed at lea t 10., ould pro
d 1lo,OOO/ . ., and about 280 volumes of vellum book t which ould take up 
the employment of ",any clerks, and. when the work do e, t V'olum too vast 
and D to be made use of; and what would be done th with the m ny Ie 
of weater JUlIo ... , whioli yet e ~Dy under"titl deriv dun. {t e ? 

• 



or "_ B I how 'shall thes deeds c e .to hE' enrolled? He that made them perchancct is dead, or rat leas·t will not COlne to acknowledge tt, and if every man that lJl'ing~ a 
deed should have it enrolled witbout a k\ll)wledging it by him thiltulade it, any for-

d ed may be enrolled, and m TI, in a little while1 may 10 e their es ates, by the 
. countenance that a forged deed shaU receiyc, by the heiTlg enrolled among the public 
record of the office; for the offie r can never ex.amine the truth or reality of be deed. 
ot, if be could, it'would not be reasonable that men's estates should depend upon the 
jud ment of any jO'llorant clerk or officer. 

2, As fur the enrollment of all conveyances and deeds for the t ime to come, th18 la
bour \lncier great difnculties also, though not so many and so great as the enrollmcnt 
of things . past, bedause here the persons that make the deeds may pos ibly come to ac
knowledge them before some persons publicly entrusted, as two justices of the peace, 
or the master of the office; yet this has also great difficulties. 

1. Many men's estates are by,vill, where the proprietors of the estates have not tile ' 
custody of the will to produce. 

2. How shall the officer before whom the will is produced, if it be produced, know 
whether the wjll be true or forged, or revoked? since the deviser is now dead that 
made it, and surely it can't be intended that every UVtD that makes his will of 
land shall enroll it in his life-time, since he may often change, revoke, and al .. · 
ter it. 

3. Although it is a very great inconvenience, .and fit to be remedied by act of par
liament, that many times in courts of equity, trusts are averred without and con. 
trary to deed, yet certainly so long as that usage is allowed, all trusts of estates 
cannot be enrolled, because they be oftentimes in averment and proof without 
writing, and so do oftentimes the uses of fines, which as yet have influence into tho' 
estates of most men, and yet as the law now stands, are avel'able without deed. 

4. The charge of enrolhl1ent of all incumbrances and estates of land, even for the" 
future, will, in the space of few years, grow vast, and the registry or enroHment
office will grow so voluminary in seven 01' eight years, in most counties, that they 
will become useless and unmanageable to the ends propounded, as would easjly 
appear upon a medium or estimate of the estates, conveyances, lea es, judgments, . 
and other incumbrances that grow up in one county, in one year. 

S. These difficulties- that are comlnon both to enrollment of things past, and to come, . 
are principally these: 

1. The place where this registry shall be kept, if in London, all men mllst come up " 
thither to euroll their c.leeds, which will be intolerable; if in the cQuntries where 
the lands lie, then London being the great centre of buying and selling, a man.. 
that deals here at Londo ,must be forced to send into Cornwall or Northu nber ... 
land, to search the registry there. 

Again, what shall be done where one comreyance cornpriseth lands til several coun-
ties? or where a man, baving lands in several countie 1 ackn<>wledgeth a judg,. 
mellt or statute, shall this be registered in eve'ry county r And if it sh 1I~ how 
hall the commissioners know all the counties where his land lieth? And bow 

shall the deed-in one oouty be' transmitted to another, or must it be acknow· 
ledged ill ev ry se eral county, and by the party there enrolled? 

i . gai how shall judgments that charge lands or statutes~ merchant, or staple, be 
authenticly registered in. eV(:;JY nty? ..:-1nd what warrant shall be sufficient for 
it, especially since there be so many courts of record in El1g1and~ wherein judg
ments given will charg~ lands jllotber counties, as in the court at'V tminstel', 
the courts of and seSSIOns, &'0. '.. t 

So, that as to estates and incumbrance already before bis time created, t~e pro .. 
pounded reg\ster seems utterly imp'ossible and ull,practical; As to estates and. me 01 .. 



branCetl fo the time to qo,me. though more pl'~oticaJ, 'ct ¥ery difficult, c~lmbtrsome. 
~(i (1hat~eable, and ,t:.nt~ applicabl to the ~lld d signed, if it be compulsary ,uPQ 
all to do it. " , ' ' 

3. As to incon\'enien~e$, I shall menti()l"1 'Some, and of those, snme applicable to both 
proposals. both of I'egistel'ir g things pas~ and to come, though far greatel in rela· 
tion to the time past. 

1. Wherea many met) pefl'h~tlce for many year have quietly njoyed their states, 
alt} ough perchance ome little defect there might be in their ttvidenc , as for want of 
onle "el'emonif: , circum tancE' , or word lOW, by enrollmg all the e deed" all these 

dl'fects will be exposed to the view, ob ervation, ano search. anli dj ('overy of others, 
whereby busy p,rr~e ' tors will b picking holes in the titles and estates of many m n" 
which ~r l)OW q\,li\;:t and ~t l'c:)t. This will d,iscover the flaws and dtfects of all men's 
as uranees, aQd l.t'Iult'ipJ)' sl,tits al1d que8tinn~. " ' 

~. Whert'as it maD tinlt nloy ~ great eli tempers in families, when child,'en shall 
see and I now llOW tlleir parellt c.llllpose theIr c, rates amo.ng til m in their lifi ~ time. 
'l'hl~ course wjjJ fOI;ce til fath I' to enroll all his st'ttlements, whereby all hi intentions 
will I eli ('overed in his life tillie, wLich may urt'fd gr at unqUietness and animo ity; 
or otherwi , it will put it ;n tbe po\ er of thE: heir, jf 'the deed be not enrolled, to ell 
the land, and so defeat all hi 'uun cr hJoth rand si tC'fS . 

3, \-Vi ert>as sum are tie irou tnat th 'I~atn s of tbelr C'llatcs may not he known, 
to t! pose them to conterr pt or question. ~' hl .egisterillg of n n's estate and jnte
tests disappoiuts both, eveu WhN(' \here is no occubioll fot' a purchaser to ue concern-
ed, DOl' any design of fr~ud 10 either. . , 

~. H IS worth enqujry, whether the pto$pect of thi hnsin 58 is not sO much to re
medJ old in otweDl n e • as to introduce new, by erection of t)t'w OHiCt:b and llew 

officers, salaries, fees, Wl1ic·h will bring in an xc ggiv C lane UpOIl Ihe IH"OjJl • aut! is 
al ay a('('ompanied with further 9)(action. ; sometimes tor expt.<htlOll, sOlllt'tirnes fot' 
prf>f(,.,ance of one man's en'rollmeut before another, which w til certl1l11ly ue touufl, to .. 
gether with great ddays, espeCIally where the bllsin~8s of the s>ffice IS like to be very 
grtd. 

Upon the whole matt 1', J think that the compulsion of every mall to enroll or re
giht.er his writ}ng and eviden~es Qf Jlis ,land, whdQer past 01' futu~ , uodel' any penal
ty" 18 'pnpractlcaJ1 and u t rly mCiC?nvement and daugel'ou tQ men Ii:: tates . 

.A~d now if it be objected, tbat these diHl ulli s anti 'il)coqvt'uieoces he hut imagi
nahle, or ea ily s.uperable by pl'.udenJ pl'OVtS'IOtlS, and all the 1l1col1veniences objected, 
m~. be in like manoer remedieo, sillce we daily see in copyhold maoors, and in some 
great precincts, n , for insl anee, in Taunton mauor, all meu'5 estate ar moiled, or 
so regist~l"ed) that it pre\" nt all po sible fr~ud h)' pre-(.'oll VeJ ancts! and h~tJ ul'O~ght 
great .quIet and secul'lty to men's estates, Without lh I ast sense of any ot the obJect
ed dl culties or incollveniences. 

• J Answer.. 
I. That the cases are [lot like enrollments of copies of court-roll, or within: a private 

manor serve but a smal1. P'1'~OiIlCt, but the 'thing, ill proposul is intended for a great 
kingdom. . 

~. There it hath been lQng sinet begtm, ano so hath b en, carried d wn in succes
sion of till)e~ and rend red familiar, ~rild custom aud u~ e hath accommodated the 
practice: Dut if it were 110W to be begun. and take in, especially 11 rOle!' e tates it 
WQuid be very difficult to be put ju U 'Ct even in a con idel'able 1 an or or bUI'OU,;h' 

'_1.. ' k ' dO' nm,,;., more m a grf,aL U'lg 00l. 
Jt is true, that if all conveyance of lauds w re for time to come registered, it would 

i proceN of time do unleh gooq, a~d pren~ to) ' 1 Y uil at d fl" uus. t lO gh perchance 
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the prest t a' rna r not find tpe ad';antage of it. And certainly it wa the great de
t; n of the statute of he 27 II. . of enrollments to have brought up that method of 
assurane I and had it been pur ued, it han bdore this time been brought to great per
fecti >0, and done much of that 0'001 which is now iutended by it. 

ut to make the design at this day practical and useful, these things must be obr.er-
ved, 

1. In reference to deed of all sort. 
g. 1 n reference to will . 
3. In reference to judgments, statute, and recognizances. 
1. Therefore in relation to deeds, the e things are necessary to make the design 

practical and u eful; 
]. That it be enacted, that no e tate pass from man to man (by act executed in life-

time, other than by la t will) for above years, without deed. 
9. That no use or trust of any estate be raised, but by deed expressing he same. 
3. That to prevent the extreme length of covenant in deeds, there be thought of 

certain words that may carry in them the strength of covenants or warranties : 
As for instance, [Dedi, or Give,] to include a warranty and covenan t against all 
men, and al 0 for further a suranee, rgrant] to include a warranty and covenant 
against the party, and all claiming under him, and for further assurance within 
seven years, [deliver] to include a warranty and covenant against the party and 
his ancestor , and all claiming und~r that, and for further assurance, within seven 
years; and divers in tances of this kind might be contrived by short words to in· 
elude large sentences: Thus it wa done by the statute of Bigamis, and this· would 
shorten deed., and abridge their charge of enrolling. 

4. That all deeds to be enrolled be acknowledged before a judge of Westminster
hall, master of the Chancery, a now; or before two justice of the peace in the 
county: and they to have power to examine femme coverts to prevent the charge 
of travel, and of commiSSIons to take acknowledgments. 

5. That all such deeds as are to be enrolled either in the courts at Westminster, or 
in the counties, before the clerk of the peace of that county where the land lie, 
01' in cities, according to the stat. of lJ.7. H. 8. 

This will prevent the needless multiplying of new offices, and the gaping of people 
after them, and perform tJle busines according to the known and settled usage already 
established by law, without introducing novelties more than De d. 

6. That if the land lie in several counties, the enrollment at the courts at W~estmin
ster to suffice: If enrolled in one county, it may be sufficient for the rest, only a 
short abstract or certificate thereof to be sen t at the desire of the party to the 
clerk of the peace of the othel' countie, subscribed by him, to be entered with 
the clerk of the peace of the other counties where the lands lie. 

7. That no deed be enrolled aftel' months from the time of the caption. 
8. That the relation of the enrollment of deeds to billel or prevent mean incumbrances, 

relate only to the time of the caption at farthe t. • 
9. That twice in every year at Jea, t, there be transmitted from the office of enroll

mfnt in Chancery, at> tta ts or certificate of enrollments to the everal clerks of 
the peact' of tho e re pective counti s wh l'e the lands lie, under seal, and so from 
the clerk of the peace of the several counties, to the clerk of the enrollments in 
Challcery, that they may be reciprocally ell tc::u;J: This to be done under a p cu
niary penalty, but not to invalidate the enrollments. 

10. That some ettled ea y fe may be established by act of p'arIiament, fVl the 
caption, enrollment, and certificates. • 

11. That no penalty lie upo 1 an pal·ty for not enrolling his deed, farther than by 
law is establisl ed already, bu only by act of parliament, a considerable advantag,~ 



deed enrolled, upon 

ere 
ibtri-

ay 



. H- iIIri Tractl. 

• will revent those many defects in a urances by fi and recovery; which 
cob isting of so many pa , and pa sing through so many band, are suhj ct often: 
time to be re\Ter d: It may be, for the 10 or mistake of an original writ, or 
orne efect. And thus far for enrolling of deed. 

i. Touchin,. judgm ot and statute. The statu of ~7 Eliz. hath provided in . 
good me ure for the enrollin 0 statute: But a for jud ents it is a husine 0 

at difficulty how to enroll them especially because it cannot, 
1. Be readily known where the party lives, at where his land He by the minister 

of that court where the judgment is given, and. 0 it will be difficult to transmit 
the same into the countie where the land lie. 

2. If that were all known, yet it might be hard that a copy of judgment, in pa
per, should be a sufficient warrant to enter it with the clerk of the peace in the 
county. 

:But all the way that seems to be practical in this kind, were for the clerks of the 
everal great courts, to extract out of the roll , the abstra~t of the recognizances and 

judgments, for four or five years past, or more; and also for the time to come, as they 
are entered, and to dige t them in alphabet, accordin to the surname of him that ac
knowl,edgeth them, &c. and 0 to pre erve them from publick inspection; t~is might 
be aSl1y done, and a salary or fee settled by act of parhathent for the respectIve offices 
employed therein. Only there are these inconveniences which must be remedied: 

1. The retrospect of a judgment to the beginning of a term, though acknowledged, 
it may be, long after. 

i. The late enrollment of judgments confessed, so that there is little appears ot are. 
cord, but only in private remembrancer. 

3. The keeping of paper recognizances acknowled ed in courts for many days and 
some months, without enrolling them as they ought, and yet by relation to the 
time of the caption, many tim s over-reach men's purchases and securities: these 
might be remedied by orders of several courts without an act of parliament, j 
strictly enjoined and observed, though a short act would easily make the remedy 
universal. 

4. And lastly. touching wills, the difficulty will be very great to put them into bet-
ter order, than they are ~t pre ent, abating orne few things. . 

For the devi or himself must not enroll his will, for the reasons before given, and 
especially for that it is alterable every hour, and mauy times made in extremity, when 
there can be no authentic officer to receive or attest It. 

And when he is dead, the will comes to the hand of the executors, and it may be 
controvertible; and if the entry then of it by an executor, or one that pretends to it, 
hould rend r it authentic. it may prejudice the just right of others. 

And on the other side, oftentimes the d visee of lands hath not tlle custody of the 
vill, and it would be unrea onable that the executor's neglect should prejudice the de

. ise' interest. I know not how the case of wills can be made much afer or better 
n it i , at lea t \lnle s the insinuation thereof were under the e 'aminatio of tem

por 1 cOllrts; b1,lt that p rchance would be thought too ~reat a change. 
Onlv it were well, if ome reater solemnity were reqUlred by law in wills1 whereby 

lands W re devised; for ever tnce the stlf,t. of 34 H. VIII. more question , not only of 
l touch'ng the construction of wills, but aloof fact, arise, than in any five general 
itle or concerns of lands b itl~. A, whether a vi11 were made or not? whetbel' 

revok d or not? which multiplies uits, and makes great uncertaiutie . 
But an ct may be neces 'Y to prefi a time and order for claims to burned bouses 

in London, and a judicatory settled for the determining tbereof ummarify; because 
otherwise, possibly latent incumbrances may ari e upon those th have been at great 
char s in building. 

But it were far better) that there might be an act to quiet the enjoyment of those 
VOL. XI. )f 
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~t · ay~ ttuitt according to the aecrees~ and un e~ tbe fuies all'eady deere , beeau 
t1leit c11a,.-gtt qatb mJlCi Ult improvement, and saved 1\ from the forfe' Ure which Uo ... OU 
otnerwisehave happened. therefote nO r asort their posses ion 'sbO'uld be disturb • 
41) be-sides, aU ee~qns that had any pretence of claim~ either have made it, and th ' 
da,lpls f!Qll;lin~a by a pub~jcjudicatory, or might have done in so long a space, wliIch 
they have neglected, and lt Qath been their 0 n fault. 

'1'herefo~ this cue touching the burned houses being particular, in a particular pre. 
fYll)ct~ and thul ,::ircumstantlal, will not make any parallel case to univer al regi ten. 

ir George 
e di as Web befel the Turkey fleet wh~~ 
It i stare po 'bie to conceive more heavy 

Rdv.,U':1I and dominion, and fealty and .obedience, are those necessary inst itution. 
fo th sUpport and preservation .of order .and society ill th world, t hat they seem, de
igned for ti1e economy of he whbl creation: And prerogative and subjection are 

not dnly found SIDon birds and ~easts, but may tr oe down a sovereign bead ev 
to De hive Q.nd th honey. comb, in the very juri dictiol of a poor la lation of bees. 

• AS authority and ervitude, therefOre, are tho e univel'sal bonds of communion, our 
Tescnt smaU treatise, though great theme, i a leet and compendiou collec tion of 

th etbicks, po1iticks, ana administration of some la~e r igns with~n the airy principa
lity, tIle emplre of the birds. 

In a certain ricb and at northern soil, Ion had th re r igned a succession of royal 
eagle ; and "0 reigned, with such a constitution of monarcbYI as tbe be tag randized 
th~ 80\7 ' eign, and best eased the, subject : for wher 1 v:e and not fe r obeys, is the 
,PtiQce tru y -greatest j and where the link of duty and submission ~re bracelets, not 
letter, is sUbJeetioil tr'01y ljght t and happiest. 

'Fo make thl$ aqullina.ry sovereignty thus great, and withal thus easy, the grand 
cbuncil of the storks,' those ever pious patriots, tl at carry th if aged sires on their 

aolCs, were always caIl~d in as assistants to this uprcme admjni tration; and thus 
jpining 'n the common sanction and foundarie of .cOlD mal d and homage, th whl;>le 
precept and rules of their own duty and obedience, nothing coul I~loc,e contc,pute to 
the general felicity, than this union and consor:t Qf government, · , J' " 

The .eagl., whil$t they thus governed, truly e fJ1ied e t1ulnder in their talon, 
beillg tbe um erial darUf\g intUtsty at home, and no les un v~r at rrOr abroad. But 
:w en any irregl,llar mistaken 'ambition >of xtending their power ;()() far, pu t 'em upon 
tQO large a stretch of wing, the popular jealou, y vas alway so wak ful and ever so 

1"1I''I'I •• rnTll to such jusul~$ and encroachments, that the t 0 spiring soare i tjIJ failed i ll 

r pes, forlstance of 'Old, hell the ro;yal,aquili 'e ~tteJ' d tOQ high, a~d 
preye 0 sharp, · VI often have <the insurrect n of the noble. faqlcQnr.y de head 
again them, to nya torn pl , · bloody beak~ and b oke 1 talo betw~e~ ' m? 
'Witnea the purcba~ of their great forest charter~ and the rest of their ample alld 
spacious rangeries, obtained -at 110 ll!ss tbap tl price of the" ' bl-ood. For iad d, to. 



rn p t w ole genhi$ and soula of this northern coJony, tbey could ne\'cr Lrook 
either cover or cage-door to tlleir great aviary. The free and open air were the birth
ri ht they chaneo ed, and even the poorest rustick poultry claimed that as erted 1 TO

perty to chuck in their own roosts, and crow at their own barn-door. 
But of an our boa ted stre gth and glory, the fail' effects of thi great ro ral union 

nothing could equal the once illustrious virgin eagle's reign, J thctt miracle of imperial 
sw~y, so linked in all her adoring subjects hearts. thal all the singing quires, the 
upiver al musick of the fields. on every bough chirped round her. Twas then, and by 
that influencing ascendance, her bolo commissiolled Drake dealt forth her flaming 
vengeance, and made that glorious conflagration, that blazing pile of her crusht foes, 
as rendered the trembling universe her vassal. Could any fluttering neighbour, round 
her. grow too proud or insolent? 0; the gr at virgin terror soon clipt his wings; 
more especially, if any impudent water-fowl pretended t.o make the least hover within 
her own sole sovereignty, the great fence-moat round her a"iary. 

But, alas! this national happine s was a blessing too great to be immortal: During 
hel' long happy too short reign, indeed, it lasted. But, ob, what sudden fall from all 
that grandeur! Her too hen-hearted talonless successor," so dwindled all our natlve 
awe and greatness, so pood) shed his beak, so suffered the whole crowing neighbour
hOOd to grow UpOD us, as entailed that mi erable descendin~ patrimony to his too un
happy heir. Unhappy indeed! For what be wixt his natural aversion to the great. 
storkery, his too passionate fondness of some bloated-t'eathered · fa\~ourjtes, and the too 
deep resentments of his over-jealous homagers, (the both sides too fatal frailty) that 
violent and tremendous irruption broke forth, as ended not till it bot only diamount
ed, but embrued their barbarous sacrilegious fury In the poor bleeding eagle's' veins, 
and drove his young pitied eaglets into a wretched wandering exile; whilst a whole 
nest of croaking ravens perch the royal cedar, and an usurping barbarous griffon, that 
party-compound monster, filled the throne. 'Tis true, to give even treason and infi
delity their due, he carried terror, the dread of nations, with him; but right and jus
tice, those fairest plumes of power, were wanted. Till heaven. at last, in pity to our 
sufferings, as he had reigned in storm, dislodged him in a whirlwind; summoned the 
roaring elements to his exit, and lowered the gaudy pageant; his despised, now no 
longer formidable relicks, reserved only to be hung up a scare-crow on a percb, and 
his crest advanced to a pinnacle. 

But now the too long mOUl'ning aviary, with flagging wings and murmuring notes, 
all drooping saw their too mistaken folly, and watching the blest occasion (a too poor 
expiation) of gathering up the spoils of majesty, and re toring the too long borro\ved 
regal plumes, assisted by aiding miracles, recalled the banished eagl ts, But, oh, what 
echoing triumphs received them! The dove and the olive-branch, the swallow and the 
spring, came 0' r with them. ow royalty and her great eagle" \Va once more re-
1110Unted; and so remounte, 0 met, so welcomed, those thousand thousand chanti .. 
c1eers to greet him, that nothing was thought too rich to deck his shining uest, at this 
more than phrenix re urt ation; in omuch, that that profusene ' of joys carest him, 
that upon all oeca ion our opening hearts never thol.)ght the plucking of our own 
rich t golden fi athers too much. to pleasure him, 

With this g~neral harmo y in t great aviary, never wa a fairer opportunity pre-
sented for the r yaL eaerle to reco er the ancient renown and long.l st glory of his 
an estr,V; and by following the fam u virgin-precede t, have copied, if possible, be
yond the original. And indeed, nev r was more occasion for pUShing for th~t reeo
'Very, 01' patt rnin ti Oln that xample; for it was in this reign that the neighbouring 
tyrant vulture t began to ~ d \s iJd ambition, and gorge with that pail and rapio 
s threatened the whole west rn orld. Th imperial remot .. c;)lgle air ady felt hi$ 

p6unces; and all the weaker neighbourb d, ·roun hj~n, w r dailY craveij d and das. 

'.Louis tV. 
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tmi e. aYJ ther wen, had our slni king rear n our bold 
1 din ~ fTont~ their hol ~Iory h d ,betfn 8truGk down before s, and the whole fi eld. ' 
of prey ' been aU our 'Own. " I T 

n 'twas now out royalngI I by the great virgin example, et forth our second 
gr at ocean Drake, his u Id deputed thunderer,' who, i that memorable scene af 
deatbless gfory; drove their whole craven flock like 0 many dared larks before rln, 
sb mefully sculking hOllIe, with aU the wing that fear could make, for cove t for their 
co ard heads, where, in the face of the whole tr~mbling vultury, he put fire to th 
coop and set 'em a blazing. 

uch wa the glory of that illustrious day, and such the worth and honour that 
atchieved i t. Yet even such worth, though solemnly COll ratula'ed by the- ackDow~ 
ledging storkery, however not able to tune his airs wUh the great bull-fi-h, was laid 
by. and his div6ated power lodged in a tripple suocession of new-chosen favourites. 
These promising new darling, resolved to out-fly their predecessor, were for carrying 
their thunder even to the vulture~s own. door. But, ob, the ad fata1ity of defeated 
hopes! Alas! fallen short of all those towering wonders, they came too late; for 
the penn was empty and the birds were flown~ But miscarriage never wants misfor., 
tune for a plea; some pretended to ptattle, that want of pFoxant might possibly retard 
their othe}\wise, nimbler speed; some sllickt not; to say, that possibly some canary bird 
might perhaps have too much rape in their troughs, awl yet want a little hemp-seed, 
or so: But that shadow vanisht, anel that calumny was cleared. However, whatever 
impeding obstacle hindered j as whether not unho ded ill good time, or not whistled 
off Boon enough, or what else, &c. s0· it was, th t ,they 0 !y ifiook a lo.ogsovers to no 
purpose, only shook their wanton bells.a little, and so home again; for as .we said be
fore, the birds were flown. 

Flown, did I say? and good reason too. For instead of dry buffets a hard beaks 
at flO e, they had a fatter prey and an easier ga e a little farther abroad. F r about 
this ,ti from our aviary w • a great Turkey drove designed to travel th· way., 
headed by a leading Rook and a slDali attenuing rookery, (a too sclender guard again~t 
such patent talons,) that at that very pass, \vith their unwieldy bulks and wealthy 
feathers, must run full into their mouths; for whose waited reception these k en. ex. 
pectants lay hovering. I confess this travemng rookery and his rich charge had sey,,
ra l months hetore~b et'l' prepa1'ed",f-G.P"tneirmovem-entr but;-somestop or'Otner still kept 
them in their coops, and this was the only hour of, departure. 

o sooner were they set out and past recal, but the whole publick outcry wa wa
kened, and alarmed at their danger. The affrighting dTead of a decoy raised a hun 
dred untuneable murmurs, even to blame both the goss.eliu,.poU coop master a04. 
aviary keeper ; and the mode,test l'epl'oach w , to call it a buzardism. Th€;ir fear~ • 
alas! were but too just; for the poor unwary Rook and' his long heavy-pinioned trait . 
fell into the snare.. 'Tis true, in this dismal surprise, and seemingly total prospect of 
luin'; just ready for the cormorant's gorge before us, we had a little more than or-di
nary (I might say) almo t mil'aeulol) -deliv ranee; for unless a few of oor neirrhbours , 
fellow:.travelling flock · th~t, by mQ¥ing in the' van, wtne a ,little. ,t.oo Mar reaob and 
gripe, and 50' feU into their talons, 'twas our more eipecial happiness so to amuse hy a .• 
false app~aran e of 001 stl'ength well ra.nged arid W 11 managed, (nul' rook rie prudent 
after-game,) that ulldel' the umbrage of that amusement, and tb t rmr it raised, we 
sccured ur retreat. In hort, we m de all that nimble wing as to slip home;. onl 
thIee or four stragglers, bat run into a friend's coop too we k for shelter, were under 
t.ho e h,ard apprebension8~ 8 tb be force to play thedo,Joohioka. and duck under .wat~ 
fot'them safety; and one or of them h the mls artune to .h ve m lOt th I , 

upper-tn'e featll rs singed; nd a ~oct._ 'f1 they ~~t 011' so. l 
I ' RU8S I. , - . 



Tracts drtrit1g tIl 

But bad the vulture made a home-swoop, and seized th whole quarry, (as God 
nows 11C wa little les than cock-slire of us,) good heaven, what a winging high .. 

tor,}! fea ~ would h have r~rnish ith so many fat wen-plumed pouts, for the great 
biro of hIs 0 n feather, IllS own dear brother of prey at the Turkey port! Nay, the 
jack-daws round l\ fell a chattering at no small rate, and so tickled their gizzards ud 
merry-thoughts, and hooted our succe , as is pa t imagination. Nay, a mor fatal 

on quenee attended us, (for tho e cacklers a~ ho~e ,:"e did .not 0 m~ch value :) 
. ow did the parraquets abroad, and all the tattling Galhc magI?les! buz thIs d~feat ~o 
Mahomet' pigeon, to the scan.dal of he royal, .and tbe prejudIce of the l~pe~I~1 
.eagte, b boasting the only vamty they wanted, VIZ. the length and strength of theIr 
.pounces and talon 1 and th ~hortness and weaknes of ours. 

Gud t1'ue Relation of btu iguel, tramactea bollt at Home and A broad, to rtstorc 
the late King fatnts. 694. 

A t J cobite omit d no opportunity of jnflaencin~ the people of England, by seitihg upon 
and exaggerating eac p'i of national di satisfaction as it occurred, tb friends of tile Re-
v. lation; on their part, faJled not to expo ,8S frequently possibl, the factio and division 
which rent asunder the little court at 8t Germaine, wherEl, b tw en tbe n tional di put s of 
Eoglish, ots, and Irish, and the ev~rla ting c;:ontroversy b ween the church of Engl nd-m 
and the papilla, intrigues were as onstant~ and factions a inveLerate, (j.S if the king had pos-
e ed a real throne, or enjoyed the roea of nominatin~ an effectual ministry. 'the follow ing 

Tra tina elaggerated statem n of the di ensions WhiCh divided the adherents ot' the exiled 
, monarch. 

. ~ may see, by the overturn of the tate king, the instability of human greatnes , 
and tllat sovereignty is, like th g obe of the earth, full of windings and turningtO . ha-

ing it ebb and flows like t e ocean, which never rests, and wbich shews government 
to a slippery path; for i( tbe prince chance to' catch a fall , though such a mis ap 
may not prove mortal, yet it so di abIes him ever after, that be cannot recover himself; 
wbich at this time seems verified in the fall of the late king, who now fiQds himself 
mistaken in his measures; which renders all his endeavours frivolous, ~nd turns to no 
otber a count but to frustrate his expectations, and to remo e his hope from ever as
cending the English 'throne again. 

The nobl and commons in parliament assembled, after the lale king's cotonation, 
demon trated their fidel~~y' to him by th ir unexpected ,attainder of the late Duke of 

onmouth, who, but a httle b fore, wa the people's darlm I and yet~ notwithstanding, 
was.sacrifice for the preservation of the late king; an instance of so much integrity at 
1 at jUncture of time, when the late king dreaded nothin more than the landing of 

DBke of Mo moutb, that if the late king had but es~eemed the affection of the 
people, p~r$uant:~the e?,perien ce he had thep 6f tnelr 16'yai~y, and retained -the same, 
and ~ntalDed hl eli-withIn the rules of mo eration in pOlOt of good government, 

3 . 
I , 
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llnd n6t openly exceeded' the Unlits or the law, and strove to content the people, which 
is th end of all good government, a duty incumbent upon kings and princes to do, .le 
might have ruled and reigned to thIs day, and all the days of his natuiallife, with as 
much honour, grandeur, and satisfaction as any prince that ever reigned in EnO'lalld~ 

The late king had more experience in government than any prince that came before 
him. He had seen the tragical fate of his father's death, the turnings and wi~dings in 
his late brother's rei~n, wherein he himself had an ample share every way, and wa 
fifty·two years a subject before he came Lo be a king; so that it might be expected, 
from a prince of his knowledge and years, to rule well, aud to fulfil that sayincr of 
Mrecenas to Augustus, Nemo bene imperat, nisi qui ante paruerit imperio. Wher~as 
had the late king but kept the reins 01 his government equal in his hand, so as to b~ 
able to have made a judgment when to drive fast or slow, and between both had kept 
a middling pace, and, by an impartial distribution of justice, pleased the lower orb, and 
trusted not too far to corrupt ministers and judges, who are the plagues of all govern
ments, according to Cicero, Acceptatio muneru7lI est pl'ccoaricatio justitite et 'Veritatis, 
he had been now, instead of a deposed prince in a foreign land, happy at home. But 
now he can tell, that a people can do better without a king} than a king without a 
people; and as nothing would have pleased his ambition, but to trample upon the li
berties and privileges of his subjects, so the subjects thought themselves obliged to let 
him know, that the affection of the people is the surest foundation of government, by 
their declaring their aversion to the late king, and seating the present king and queen 
upon the throne. 

The late king tbought to imitate Henry VIII. the contrary way, but came short of 
his undertaking, and losing the love of his people, lost himself and three kingdoms. 
Henry VIII. fought the pope at his own weapons, picked his locks with his own keys, 
locked in the supremacy, and shut out the pope; and for his seconds bad the two great 
convocations of Roman catholic divines, then residing in both the universities of OX" 
ford and Cambridge, together with all the monastical and collegiate theologues through. 
out the whole kingdom; which bespeaks the English Roman catholicks, both at Rome 
and all abroad, v ry scandalous, having no reputation nor esteem any where out of 
England, but hated mortally. 

TJ.e late king, to oblige the pOp6, and out of his fervent zeal to religion likewise, 
wenL about to alter the case, and to remove the aspersion wherewith all the English 
Homan catholicks are branded, and fix it UpOIl English protestants, when he, with a 
protestant army, attempted to establish popery, against law, in a protestant kingdom, 
and to extirpate the protestant religion: an undertaking too dangerous (as it fell out) 
to be attempted; and no wonder it should, when a prince, against all the rules of re,.. 
ligious policy, and contrary t.o good conduct in point of good government, without 
any {nore necessity to compel him than his ambition and zeal, to take such measures 
as would not only incense the people against him. and inflame three kingdoms, but 
also entail an intestine war upon the kingdom:· Fot' St Augustin, a great doctor in the 
church, as well as in the politicks, says, Rerizotajustitia, et quid sunt regna, st.d magna 
latrocinia? The removing of religion and justice lets in an lIlundation of sorrow, cala
~jty. and distre 5, to the overthrow of all good law and moral hunesty; which the 
la e king nc>"" ees, when, instead of being attended by his nobles, ministers, ancl his 
ju Jges, and seated at home upon his thron , he himself, with the ht'lp of his (llOrc thall 
corrupt d council, brought all lpOI hii lS If, and is necessitated to be maintained at 
the expenee of al~Qther princ~, which shews the uncertainty, as well as the intelicity 
of human greatness, to se~ a prince that might have been lJappy, but \VoulJ not; and 
now, instead' of ruling and commancJing hi late great officers, i ~a ain O'lad to rec~ire 
and listen to the mean st of his late subjects; a prince that woul< not hear the cOl1o
itl of the wise, but-embraced the advice. of tools, is accordingly ~commodated, ' who 



x~ted, by bis!lt' w en De hi. peo~, ri '~tly a a050 ute • 
ar(fh, a he thought; ut 80 far fro ia t i time, that hat prince, from whom 

e "pee ed .succou , ha.s enough to do to def~d himself, being surrounded by many en 
Ill' which leaye the late killg DO bop of supply th re, having to that pur e e .. 

Kin of France auswer but in Febr ary last, which crowned all th l 
king' misfortuut:i with additional orrow, 'as presently will appear. 

Tbe late king b tb no other remedy left him, as the ca e stands now abroad, but con t 
11is late injured people to bring him back ao-ain, which is not so ea ily to be comp e· 
heuded: That prince must be reduce to g:'eat hard hips, that first receive a broken 
he&C;l. and petitions him that gave it for a plai ter; it look as if ,no other was or is to 
be had. Dut woe be to him that tak,e that mea ure for his redress ! 

Th late king believes that the .ame people that betrayed and de erted him, may be 
prevailed with, b his declarations and protestation , to restore him again; bot (God 
comfoJt hin I) he i mistaken' the case is since altered, an~ those religio . weather
cocks, upon whose promis be does (at this time) depend, are as impotent to do him 
any good, as they were p()tentto ruin bim when II re last; they have not th t virt 
that i said to be in Acllilles' Bpear; th y av the mortal wound, but they caDDO 
heal it, now tbey would, being ou~ of their reach. 

And th 1at kin exp _ tin t f"y au d, to pl as t m, hath excluded the pro !t
ant di en t r , and the oman catholic of Ireland, u th . nnocent of th mi tonl,l 
thatJust1 overtoo him; and i 80 conscientious, that e cond mn the innoc nt, nd 
r.ardon the nocent, when he offers all the protestant dissenters, and the Rom c 
tholicka of Ireland (the latter having b~e sufferers with "a vengeance in hi cause) 5 
.n oblation ,to the passiv obedience men, who infu ed non-resistance into the la 
arm ; and now these are the late king's creat I'f , and the only per ODS that would 
abdicate the gosp I, as th~y did their passive-obedience king, rather than the church
livings. 

The late ing fulfil the true character of bis family in himself, that h ve been all. 
know to b unconstant and unfaithful to tbeir friends, and liberal and gr teful to 
th ir foes. But God has accordingly dealt with them; he has rai.ed the a multi
tude of enemies, and left the uccfssion of this crOwn (without any seconds) to fight 
i battle. nd if it be remembered ho that the Jate king, and his brother, Charles 
U. after their return from exile, treated the decayed cavaliers, who lost their all in 
their cause, it should leave him destitute of friends. And if it be also considered, how 
many noblemen and gentlemen, that spent their eatat s and fortune in the defe nce of 
t Bucce ion of this crown, and how tlley were rewarded by King Charl II. and by 
t e late king, bavin received, for their comforts in distress, petitiollina" about hite-

11, nothing bu sham referenc to the treasury, and paid in coM waiting, long at
tendanc , tricks, di appointment~ promises, and delays; that betwixt king-craft, a d 
court-chea , and sharpers, persons of unquestionable families, Ullspotted loyalty, and 
sutfel1 r in abundance, have faml bedlor hunger, nd pt::rished with cold, and their 

teritr to this day left without any satisfaction, and reduced to a very mean and 
ow condit.ion, which should take a yay the least encouragement from all person$ to 

intermeddle in the late king'. cau e, but look upon his fall, and the overtlrrow of h' 
crown, as a judgment doe to t family, and may say, Justu ' es, Deu~'1 et justum est 
j dicium tuum. Jt would be a pity indeed that all the family should d part this world 
till tl ey, or some of them, atone for the manif?ld abominations ~herewithal they 
stand char,ed h re, as well as before the great tribunal, for what eVIls they have com~ 
mUteC:f agam t their people. 

Tbt oman catholicks of Ireland, although ilr point of interest and persuasion diE
fereat from 11 , y1 to do the~ right, ha e de rved w Jl from th .late king, . though 
dl from us; d f1 th late kIng to leave them and xclude them, IS sllch an 10 tance 
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mean'in tit d p testants have no reason to stand by a prince that deserts 
is wn party, and a pe le tl t hav~ been faithful to him and his interest to he 

very 1 t. That they w re over me, j not so much to be wond red at, as their hold
ing t against the power and wealth of EnO'\and, and again t all nation to admir tion 
.0 Ion as they did, and at la t to force such conditions fmm U!I, as, hould render bem 
a people never to be forgotten by the successor of this crown' But KinO' Jan e is 
th lat unchan 'eable King James still, a klllg that is not to be found but upon un-

ertainty. What have the protest ot dissenters done to him, that he has in the ar
tiel s of eptember last excluded them ? ~'hey had no hand in undermininO', betray
ing. nor desertin!.l' of him; they have carried themc;elves obedi nt to his lawful com
mands, and because:: they did so, he, contrary to all hi pretensions of former zeal of 
1iberty of conscience, by his exception ill the said articles, expo es them all to ruin 
and destruction; that is to say, when he return '. But vhen the dissenters consider 
bow he de erts tho of his own religion, they may content themselves with being as 
they are, out of the reach of his hatred; and eeing that his lavours are only re erved 
to promote his enemies, and that he ha 10 t all abroad, let hi en"emie~; grow potent 
every where, and numerous withall, and let I im be 0 lost, that he may never be found 
here at home. . 

Now, eeing the late king hath exposed himself, by excluding a people that never 
prejudiced him 1101' his interest, to gratify the desires of tho e that have turned him 
out of all, it is hoped, that as he bad the pie ure of excepting, that he will give leave 
to r turn him a quid for his quo, by directing such measures as may anticipate all his 
throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland, and by intimating to the government 
uch a method as may for the future det ct all the devices on foot in order to his re

storation, and so have his exceptions by his OWIl exeJusion executed. 
The following relation, a had from gentlemen of very good note, who have seen 

most of the transactions at St Germains for about foul' years lastlast, gives a very im
partial account of afiilir , an.d shews th~ connection of foreign an dome tick intrigl1~s 
canied on, and managed WIth restless mdu try 1IOW for about two years last past, m 
order to the restoration of the late king, which at last turned to no better account, 
than to put a period to hi expectations, by leaving him but small, or no hope to, re
turn ever again, as will plainly appear; the truth whereof will want no confirmation, 
for tarther enquiry into foreign affa"rs willl'emove aU doubts, and leave no room for 
con trculiction. 

About two veal'S since, the late king had great hope to be restored with triumph, 
and fed himseir with the thoughts of being an ab olute monarch, having about that 
time received crreat encouragement, as welL from the pope as from the French king, 
which made hi~n look above the reach of his late subject~ (as he thought) and to re
ject all my Lord Pre ton 's undcrtaklOg • a~d ,the rest c?ncer~erl in that intrigue, whicl 
wa lik to have co t my Lord Preston hIS life, and tor whIch he had no thanks, but 
QD the COlltrary wa despised for meddling; th la e kino' protesting then, that he had 

ther never s e England, tl an come to treat or capitulate with his subje t,. again: 
But h oon altered hI re olutjon, seeing affair ahro~d thwart his de ign and meet 
in with u h uP IXP cted diS, ppo"lltrnents, whid auated much of tbe thollO"ht he 
r t il ed but a little bOlt!; so that, of a sudden motion, he with gr t impatience 
co LIlted sume of hi PI' t stant council, teHio( them that he was resolved to treat 
with his late sul~ t, and gi' them any conditIons, rather than stand oul any longer;. 
coudu(liog tbat n hing (;ould more c nduce to his rel)toration, than to rec nile him-

I self tll his late subj cts. 
]n 01<\ r ttl r to n xprc; s went to Englanrl, with in truction to my Lord 
iddletol, and /lOlU other, to tre t ith the people, aod to kno\v their, inclinations, 
V L. Xl 1 
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ling 110W thei puIs beat,. and ac-oordin 'ly to pro e. d ; bieh my Lord .Mtd. 
Ie on did, Gn I dre a d cl fat on tin w rahle to th d .t s of th churchmen of 

• ngland and Ireland, and om other ·beads of both the kio1l:doms: I And after $Ome 
d bates, m~ Lord 1\ idtHeton '" nt away for France, Rnd arriv d at St Germains he 
beginning of' furch, or thereabouts, 1692-S; produoed the declaration, which ad· 

it d of high I bate, and long arguments pro and cot?, as their everal eparate lnte. 
r t mo\-ed the mini ter of t ermains: But my Lord Melford started several cases 
of con cienc again the late kin "9 signing the aid declaration; in orouch that. to 
be sati fi d ther in, and to r mo all cruples of con cience, the late kin consulted 
th college of orbon, an the Irish collew' likewi e. The faculty of Sorbon declared 
~inst th said d laration, a d th Iri sh college for it. 

Tl e Irish coli ge gave these relisons: That the king was in exile, banished his king
dOMS b his ow 'children and subjects for his religion; that as the ca e stood with 
11im, there wa no rem dy for 111s restoration left him, but to comply with his sub. 
~ects, and t sign any instrument whatever, for to prevail with th In to accept of him 
horb aerain ; and whatever he should sign, whil t in xile, and untler tribulation 
abroad, he hould not in con cience be obliged to perform after his restoration, as 
xacted from him p rforce and dure s, ,which render all condition and agreements of 

tha ind uei th r 0 liga 01' nor binding. any 1 nO' r than a fi opportunity sho\.tld 
offer it elf to break them; [and wherein he would but imitate his brother harle II. 

h to the coy nant in Scotland, and after his re toration burnt it at London, oy 
the handS' of the cotnrnon ilangman.] Th faculty of orbon declared again t this 

inel of l\fachia~c::lian doctrin , and again t dIe declaration too; yet llotwith tanding, 
the I· 'le iog did sign th said declaratioll n the consideration aforesaid. But my 
Lord telford and my Lord iddl ton fell out, and are to thi day irreconcileable; 
th y do not contend for any ood either of them would do to this side o. t11at side, 
bu their qU<trrel is, lik that of Cresar and Pompey, who should be the ("rea test, not 
the I.; : ut M~l oro (a convert in wolf's dre 5, under the shadow of religion,) bears 
th s ay, -tantutn reltgio potu. it suadere ma/orum. 

Th s id declara ion, igned by the late king, was ordered to be sent into Flan-
a r. to be read t er at the head of tl e hish troop ; but was to them the most un
w 1com and unacceptabl me age that ever they m t withal, or that the late king 
ould send them, findil1g by the said dec1aration that they lost themselves both at 

hom and abroad, by th late king; which caused sllcha con ternation in the camp, 
that th otelier , (who would be J'Jad of any oeea ion to quit the servic , and to return 
J om ,) openly mutinied, having tarted the question, that now being deserted by KinO' 
Jam I hy should t ley not go over to iog William, and accept of conditions? Hut 
the question wa carried in th negative, and an expre& ent immediately to St Ger. 
main , to let the late king now the di coo n t amon' t the soldiers, and the disorder in 
tne camp, oeca ioned by tlle said declaration. Here King James returns to himself 
again, an af: er hi old custom of doing and undoing, ts anothel' declaration drawn, 
sign tile same, to null the larmer, and ends away two gentlemen, nu two cler~y
men of note, with this new detla.atioll for Flanders, to pacify the Irish, and to give 
them oontent; w ich for some day gave sotne ati faction, but not so much as to 
harbour a go thought or the lat king, believing, that if e er he should be restored, 

y ' would he all lost through his unconstancy, and that by r po inO' their trust in 
him, t ey confided in a rotten reed: But however th y were app ased tOr that time. 

" 
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Here the late king for etting 11i declaration and protestation to the Irish, sends 
the first declaration tor England without any amendment, or taking any notice of the 
last declaration to the Iri h; hut with the former exception a ain t til tn, he Jets it 
pa s for En :rland. Here (as they relate it abroad) it \Va published the) th of lay 
la t; but several, not believing the same to be tile latp. king' decl ration, but the 
product of some other invention to amuse the people, et:med di gu ted at it. and 
would ive it no credit; But that the people may be unoereived in the aid declara
tion, notice was sent to t Germain, what the people ~aid about it; and immediately, 
to remove all doubts touching the ame, the late king caused it to be put in the Paris 
Gazette, where (to hi great dishonour and disadvantage) it wa pubIJ hed by authori
ty, which gave content in England, and grt'at discontent to the Iribh army, who are 
ever since in great rlisor<ier abou t it; but the king Clf France ha prorni~ed to see 
them righted, who are all very unruly anu weary of Ki llg Jame, (exctpt orne offi
cer, that caunot live so well at home as 1IJ their station abroad,) and wlllin'" to quit 
the service upon any rea onable conditions what oever; especially the com mon 01-
dojers, who are extraordinary poor and di sati led, would give any thing to be at 
home. 

The nobility and ~entry of France, nnuing a declaration o( King ]arne!!' in the Pari 
Gazette. were surprised at It; and eeing him de ert the Roman catholick interest, 
did look upon it as a vt'ry gr at unconstancy of resolution, whil.:h in trut h removed the 
interest and affection of" tilt clewy and nobility of France from him, who, before that 
publication, were all resolved for him, and to promote his restoration to their power; 
but since are grown cold upon the malter, and but indifferent whether he be re tored 
or not. I II the court of France the late kina i extremely much made of; but had he 
more constancy of mind, he would be much better looked upon there, where nothing 
cl e but resolution i in e teem. 

The said declaration. it eem , had such effects, that orne have been plea ed to send 
away a draught of articles or condition, contained. as reported from abroad, under 
twelve head, which toe late kin", in farther confirmation of hi good will to that 
party he reltes on, hath in September la t signed, as they say that came from thence. 

inee the retllrn of the said article for England signed. they say abroad, that prepa
rations have been diligently used for the re toration of the late king. 

And that in December last an express anwed from England at St Gepmains, which 
~a\'e the sati factory account of the people' return to their former allegiance to iog 
.TanH:'s. llow true or fal °t: it was, that court was so elevated with joy, that nothing 
was talked of but an immediate return for England, all there strivinc:r who should be 
forC'l1lo t upon the ex pecittion; others, to make omt! considerable fi(l'ure, came away, 
as the) sa}, to have orne men in readlne s against the landing here in England, Fre
quent frtsh news came from England confirming the same; and every half..starved 
poor man about COUl t used III Il1terest to have borne con iderable employment; and 
he that could not be in a valuable talion, thou~ht himself as good as I st; by which 
we may judge how the Jacobite here in England would be looked on. 1 t it is 
thought tl le late king would continue hi fa\our to them, by leaving them way re· 
served to drink his health, n employment mo~t suitable to their principle; or certainly 
the that live in so meno .. a mood in hi ab nee, cann t but do ex.traordinary well 
when he n;t. rns, that i to say, if their money hold out; otherwise they may b come 
Willialuite:., 

Abu ll t this tim :, Franc wa as full of the expectation of a general peace, to be con
cluc!ed all abroad, a ulll place were full of tile rumour theleof; and to tay for the 
r tl Icatl ull , waS aIle rci to be the only top that prolonged the late king' coming 
away, having ali things at home d abr d ready, doubting not in the lea t but all 
things would have answered exptcti\tioll. But all the preparatijns returned to no 
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thin , a d the reat joy, of a udden, t() sorrow; in ornuch, that all the tid1n o's at 
orne ano abroao m t to lb r in the di olution of tht' l)opes of a econd re toration. 

late king ha inO', bout the fourth day of February la t, hew tile. acquainted 
th F neb king with tile fr quent goon tiding from hi late u~ieets, who now were 
returned to their aHe iane , and all free to hazard their hves and fortune for hi re
turn \ hich, he said, were all true according to hi intelligence, and that he wa most 

rt i and ure, that none would oppose him in England; the French kinO' told him, 
tha h wa glad to hear it, and wished it might prove so, but seemed to give little 
cr dit to it. 

1'h late king pres ed hard to have some succours to come for England the begin
in of la t March; but till the French king doubted the reality of the English to 

him. all dging thus, a King James repeated the same after hi return from Versailles 
t t ermains. 

" if t," says the French king, "as you ha'l'e experience to know your sul~jects, so 
• kllO\V them by their character, ad do b -lieve them to be a people of no faith, no 
.bonour, and no honesty, whom no promise can oblige, nor oath ('all bind; and as for 
their clergy, J look upon them much wor ethan tb commonalty, having not only by 
teachio and preaching taught the people to forswear 1 h('11 1 '-eive." hut hewed ill 
c ample i Ihem Ive by doing th arne; the have sworn alleO'ram'(' to) OUt and 
inc accC'pted of th Prince of range for their king, and bwear allegiance to him; 

110W thi wearing to both can be reconciled, I cannot und J'stand; But let th t III 
wear what they vill, I should Dot believe them, 1101' put an more value upon tllet! 

oath tl all they do tbemselve ,which is nothing at all 1\{'i tiler do I unde 's tand how 
y u can b a sured of them that bave no other assurance to gi\'e you of their future 
:fid lity but their oaths, which are orth as lIluch now, as whell tlwy I;roke with) our 
maje ty la t. It is out of my reach to put any trust ill sLlch people, lll'ither would I 
have you confid in them, for I doubt mu h their 1lltegn ty; and if they are weary of 
tl e war at a distance, what will th y not b when it is wilh them at home? That. will 
Le our time to hear them, and not before." 

The late king still urged to corne for England. 
Wh r upon the < ren h king told him, ciog he had that confidence in his std jE'( ts, 

th jf t ey did but demonstrate th ir fidelity by some action, as the seizing of allY 
citad 1, town, or fort of any good COil equenc , and put ,' uch 10 his hClUds a might 

for the fety of his hips, and teure the 1 ntliug of an almy; that after that \\ as 
frectually done, he would ive him uccours; but befol' , he did not think it safe to 

,'entur , considering how 1 is own affairs stood at home and abroad. TIlt late killfJ' 
I)r sscd no further upon him, but returned to t G rmains, wh re b told all till' PJrt~ 

ul rs, hi h pnt that court into ueh a fit of grief and sorrow, that they wen: all like 
so m n op going to die. In five days a ter, all the decayed gentlemen avout court 
w re ord r d some advan e-money upon their pen ions, and commanded homeward, to 
make the best of th ir way and conditions, who are now upon the road for Flanders' 
oth r comin for England, and tbe rest begging all along, being in a most d plorabl~ 
conditio. 

The Engli b prote tants about that court do wish thems h'cs at home again, or 
t1 ey are re p cted as Uao )'ers, but hal d as prot stant, and looked upon a l>pies from 

ngland, . 80 are ome Roman c tbolic'ks too, who thereupon, both clergy and laity, 
Wer orbld the court. 

The prote tant ar hated likewise by the people tiler, who have the same not ion 
of rel,iglon, jf not with more zeal, a til people her ; the protestants are uncleI' the 
calumnies of the lat king's declaration, and the articles both g'i st Roman catho~ 
licks and dis enter and the Illl lish prot stant about COllrt on that account are 
loathed and hated the peopl t tre, who are full of it: For English pro est nts to go 



lI.istorielll n'octs. 101 

:for Fr~nce, to propagate their,religion, where a ~ative protestant cannQt live, 1S but 
like the quakers that went to Rome to reconcile the pope to be a quaker; they are 
equally looked up.on, though not equall y treated; the quakers were looked upon ill 
Rome to be mad-men, and were sent to Bedlam; but our English protestants are yet 
at liberty, and in more danger of the Uastile than of Bedlam, being of late upon their 
good behaviour, but still much suspected. 

The late king did all along rely upon tllC popc'" interest to mediate a peace abroad, 
and addressed a great many other prin ces Lo the same purpose, hoping that a peace 
abroad would be a means to bring him to hi s late borne; the pOP" did use hi::; interest 
that way, and so did the princes of Italy, but it was to no effect; for nohody seemed 
willing but the French killg lo accept of the peace, which in him was but to wheedle 
some of the confederate princes to listen to illS propClsals, <lllJ accept of his conditions, 
to divide and break the allies, and that so by taking off so:ne, ancl dispersing their for
ces, he may with the m ore facility crush tilL' lest, and brfak all at last; but the con
federates, who are sensible of his designs, will accept of no cOllditions frorn !Jim of his 
own proposals, but intend to bring him to their condi tions ; the) all forest'e he intends 
to become emperor of th west, which he cannot attain to, but in consequence must 
extirpate the house of 1\ lIstria, in w hose pre. ervatioD all the p rinces thi nk themselves 
obliged to keep up t be war, rather lhan voluntarily suffet' tlielllselves to be brought 
under a yoke of tyranll) and usurpat iun. 

The emperor 1S well sat isfied, that t he war made by the Grand Seignior against the 
empire, was promoted by the French king, and since furthered by him, which consi
derat.ion requires the em pe ror to decline all his proposals, until the f'rench kino' first 
allays that W,lr raiscd by himself UpOll the em peror. As for tile King of Spair~ the 
}'rcneh king is a plague to !Jim liy ravaging of his territories, s(>izing his towns and 
forts, without all} pretence of justice, and compellin CT his subj ects to swear allegiance 
to him by the law of conquest, which, by diville law, is no lawful right, but a homi
cide ano open robbery; for mankind was free in the beginning, but si nce, by the pl)\\'er 
of' usurpation, subjec ted nnder a yoke, which lost the world forty times over more h,'es, 
to continue man's ambition o\'er man, than are left living in the world; therefore, as 
God's laws are against destroying and killing of Illen, certai nly that power which can
not govern, nor live, but upon the destruction of God's creation, canllot be called just 
1)01' la wfu ljUl'e divino, but an absolute tyranny, though some of our divines will say, 
that a conquest is a lawful title: so it is by the law of the sword, but against the la\v 
of natural right. 

Slllne perhaps may take occasion to question, by what law did King William and 
Queen l\Jury ascend this throne r A quc:,tion as soon answered, uy a better title than 
t:!\'er Alexander the Great, or Julius Cresar, had to any part of' their seveml conquests. 
King WIlliam and Queen l\lary had the choice and affection of the people, which is 
tbe. best foundation, and surest title that ever prince had to build upon, and without 
which, no prince can be safe on the throne, But that prince that ha it. and knows 
how to keep it, and retaills it, may reign and rule in defiance of all foreign t!r mies, 
jf it does not happen to him to have a cOfJ'llpted council, which is tht: overthrow of 
any s ate, kingdom, or empire. We need not go abroad for precedents., hal'ing some 
of the conncil at bome in bing, dlat brought u almost to de tmction, and are as 
likely to do it once again, as ever they did before, if God prevents not. It is true 
enough, that where a prince has not an army to rule absolutely, nl) king of England 
can hurt dIe privi1 ges of the u~;ect8, if hiS mini. ters and judges be but faithful to 

I' the prince and people, in discharge of their trust acconllllg tv In w, but, otherwi e, all 
goes to wreck. 

We exclaim against the la,te king's evil counsellors, and who can say that there was 
one good amongst them? It is commonly said, that they t~lat have betrayed the se

~ , 
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crets of one kin again t tbe ()a' hs comm()oly taken have ince betrayed anoth r:r 
110 can this kin and quren believe them elves h ppy in the undl of tho e whom 
they themselvesJinoW' to ha e be n false to the late kin ? Or is it to be thought be 
kingdom is a I p. when a clamour i raised again t the late kin r's evil couns lIor 
wh 0, at the same time, tbe major part of them are till in Ollr councils and pIa e of 
tru t? which denotes a long soakt:: in the grasso Dut I shall do by th m as GoJ At. 
mighty did, leave them, and return to conclude my di course; onl adding, that the 
court of St Germain dread nothing more than such an alteration of the lieut nancy 
and justices of ptac 0 er all England. as it h<1 pJt:ased their rna 'estie of late to cause 
in Loudo . 

The re olution of the confederates against the peace, has altered tIl mea ur of 
Fnmce, abolished the thought f a restoration, and ha put a period to all the de igos 
()f an invasion from France bitht!r, It i!? of all hands in France believed, that th:rough 
the di traction amobgst the c1ercry and gentry about the taxes. the scarcity of mone 
amon r the commonalty, with the want of provision, and the excessive exp nces of 
the wa,r to maintajn 0 many armies, the glory of that crown, without a peace, ean-
ot hold much longer, the declination of the wealth of France having reduc d all 

peopI to a very lo ebb, 
And if the lat , k ing and th . rench king did hold resolu tion to land an army in 

this kingdom, this i land i naturally so strongly situated, that they would finel it a 
difficult matter to land an army her , having the elements to fight with, and the sea 
to conquer, hef'or they can touch the short: i and perhaps the attempt, whenever 
tried , may pr~\'e as fatal to France a the overthrow of tbe Spanish arm da was to 
Spain; which make me think of H . ifJippu~, who personated ring Agrippa, in his 
disc<;mr.e to Claudius, of the danger and difficulty of invading Great Britain, which dis· 
course ended, as FloTUs said of the Ligulians, and as I may say, and conclude,-

Major labor est invcllire, quam vincere. 

'Ti not so llard for greedy foes to spoil 
An tLer nation, as tp touch our soil.-WALL 

A Speed, sfJ9ken b!J I,aac Crt!'tIJ, an Orphan 0/ the Grat1'lmar-School in Chri!t-Hosp:tal 
tfl hi Majesty King WIlliam III, in /tis Passage t!trough the CIt!! q/ Loudon, No~ 
'Oember. 10 H>97, on hi Ret lrn from Flanders, aftrer tlt.e hapP!! COllctusioll qf0 the 
Peac. 

l • 

After concluding tbe penc of HY8Wick,. King WiJliat landed ill England n tbe 14 h November, 
16{)6, and on the 16th made Ii triumphal elltry into London, with aU til Jnaglllnct!oct.' wbich 
be would admit, U om pr()gre /' ay . u net, U a Ulnd in prt'p no I iuuipl uJ archt.'s, but 
he 'put a ~lop to it," as well. u.ccordipg to the right revt'r tid bislmiulI, jut or an tUI'I.\.llDodellly, 

hlCh rendered him ~ver e to such pa elln,tr , a l hun tI ~c Ii of 1i tllty lo hich Lows 
I • b d gi eu way upou auch O(,CaI!IOn, It uld appeiU ~h o tbe · cell of buw,; (;rcw waa 

.alao,. the permjtted soleulniti of ~b dliY, 
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AMT'DST the loud, repeated acola1nations of your joyful people, which, like the voice 
of thunder, fly round our isle, vouchsafe (dread sir !) a gracious ear to us poor child
ron, wbo, in ofter accents, but with no less loyalty of affection, congratulate your 
~on ·desi,·ed return in peace and triumph, to this·once more happy nation; whose an
cient government and pure reli ion, whose laws and Jibert!ps, whose rights and im
munitie , (things dearer than our blood, and always highest in the esteem ot wise and 

ood men) your sacred majesty, with ul most hazard of your un valuable person, has so 
gLoriou ly retrieved, and with such matchless gallantry continues to maintain. Nor 
doubt we, but so immense goodness, joined with so great prudenc.:e, is still preparing 
a fairer sctme of things, and nf'W joys for your people. 

It i-5 you (illustrious sir ~) who are the support of all our dearest interest, the palla
dium of our present felicity, and the pledge of our future. But your unparalleled vir
tues are a subject too lofty for our pra~ses, sufficient to exhaust the vigour of the bold. 
tlst panegyrist; nor can the stock of the whole IOspired tribe furnish out an adequate 
encomium. Your great achievements fill OUl' histories and annals; and Fame, which 
has spoken such mighty things concerning' you, almost staggers in the belief of her 
own just reports. 

Go on (great sir !) beloved of God and man, and having s.urpassed all ancient he
roes, be your own great rival and example. 

Heaven smile on all your enterprises, and favour all your great designs, for the ad. 
vancement of the protestant interest, the prosperity of these nations, and the weal of 
Europe, and crown that leal with which your great soul is inflamed towards the pub
lick with suitable successes and rewards. 

May you long sway the sceptre of these flourishing kingdoms in security and ease, 
blessed always with the faithful counsels of the wisest senate, ancl the entire obedience 
of a most loyal people. And amidst all the glories of such sovereign greatness, vouch
safe to look down on us poor orphans, and grace our numerous foundation with your 
princely fayour. 

May no Alastors henceforth infest your state, no factious jars disturb the civil har
mony; but, in an entire accord, may aU orders apply to their respective duties, and 
wisely and thankfully enjoy their happiness, under the best of princes, the best of 
governments, in the best of kingdoms. 

A Memorial drawn by King T¥itiiam's special Direction, intended to he given i at the 
7haty Q[Ryt'/wick,justiJ!Jing the Revolution, and the Course of !tis Governmep,t. In 
.Answer to two Memorials that 'It)ere ofj'ered there in Kuzg James's Name • 

.At the treaty of y ick, the interest 0 J rues WRS resigned in the very preliminaries, since Louis 
could treat with King William on no other conditions than tllos of acknowledging him as king 
of England. Accord.ingly. the exiledmonaroh Was precluded frOIl~ sending even a minister to !be 
congress. Y cl he lssued two papers, the ODe entitled, A Mantfesto, or umruary MemonaJ, 
addressed to the Catholic Powers of Eu ope; the otber~ A Summary Memorial addressed 
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to the Protestant. In the lit t h set furth, in n lip ciotl olours as possible, the injustice of 
th pr texts under which he nlJeg d he bad be n dcpriv d of bi ' crown, and til importance of 
hi rt'·eslnblisbm nt to lh af ty und endurance of all Je~ul governments. To til prote Int. 
II repent d n ady til same argum nt~, mingled with a d >~'ll of his condu t gain t the im
pu tlon of having de igned the extirpation of the reform cI faith. Tbes memorials wer an
I er d both in French nnd Eng lish, para~raph by parRgl'oph, with grcat animation. In tbes 
answer I for there w r more thon one, th crimt's of King .Jam s atl'ain t hi subj cts were Qt
g d Vlith sufficient bitl mes find contempt, without omi ~i on of any particular fact or 8U picion 
",hich could well th account. But it would seem, from the followi ng pr face, thttt a till 
more elaborate Tefutation of the memorials was actually Jlrepar~l, and only laid a id b caus ' 
the remon tranc of Jam ClDed to sink into in,i(!nificnnce or themselves, Indeed, James 
BOOn b truyed 8 sen of hi own d penlte c()ndilion,~ by lodging a formal protest against the 
congre s's expected acknowledgment or King ,"Villiam's litle, us lhe basis of the negociation. 

The Prt;face. 

WHE the treaty was b gun at Ryswick, King James ordered two memorials to be 
offer d; the on to all the plenipotentiarie of popish princes, and the other to those 
from protestant. III Loth h as ert d his own right, and claimed the observance of 
aU the treaties hich any of tl1em had made with himself, and mixed with it a even: 
inv ctive a ainst the late king. 

Upon till , it was thought nece sary to prepare a memorial in answer to these, which 
was intended to be given in til late king s name, to all the min isters that were then 
m t at the Hague. These papers '\ ere upon this drawn up uy the late kin r's own di
rection lle explaining himself upon every particular. The draught was examined by 
th late kiug himself, and, by his orders, it was carried to some of the wi st and wor
thi t minister that our nation has produced in this age, and was very carefully l'evi .. . 
sed and corr ctcd by them. 

But when it \Va re olved to trans1ate it into Lat in and French, in order to the com
municating it, the late king had advio from the Hague, That those memorials were 
80 littl considered there, that the offering an answer to them would give them orne 
credit, and that without that, they had none at all. ' 0 this draught was ordered to 

rit ove again in aooth r style, not in the late king'!! name, but as the answer of a 
pri ate hand to those memonals, and so to be printed. Yet before this could be done, 
another advice cam , to let the matter quite alone, and to 1 ave these memoriab to 
I p. in that n gleet under w~ich they were fallen. . 

'I he m~t~er r sted upon thu;; but the ~ p~per~ bemO' drawn by ?uch an authority, 
and contammg uch a full, th ugh short, vllldlcatloll of the RevolutIon since some are 
willing to bring that matt r again into q,ue tion, it se med not llnsea ol;ahle to publish 

m to the world. Th. clea~ and the full answers that these papers gi ve to the me
lllorial that w re sent an Km~ James's name, would appear more vi!>ible, if tho e 
me ojCtals them elve had b 0 m my power to have published them with this' but 1 
INa e them not now in my hands, nor do I know aoy one that has them. ' 

And 60 de iJ'ous i. th . puhli her of this, to bav them both appear tog ther, being 
well a sured that thl WIll th n be much better under tood, that if any person that h 
them will el~d them to him, h will Lake care both to translate them, aDd to pnnt 
t.h I and this together, nu then the world would see the wb. 1 matter ill a better 
}jlh 
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Tile Answer to the First lIIemorial. 

The King of Great Britain does not wonder to see a prince who has for so) Ilg a 
time sought to take away his life in the blackest methlJus, ntleavour no v likewi 'e to 
attack his honour, even in the umlecPlltest expre ions, of wbic·h the late memo 'ial is 
fuU. The late king while he was in Ireland. did hImself concert with one Jone " the 
way ofmurd ring the king: But so tender wa his majesty of the honour of a prron 
so nearly related to him, that he gave order to suppres!' that matter, though the autl cn
tical proofs of' it are 'yct extant, ill letters and ot!ler papers taken in the late Earl of 
T yrconel's cabinet. Gl'andval's confession is well known: And ~ir John Fenwick did 
lately claim merit by his diverting another design to murder the king-, pursllant to a 
commission, that though it was not come over, yet was affirmed to ue signed oy the 
late king. His having laid the design of murdering the king a year ago, and llis ha
ving sent over persons and a commission to that eilect, have bet'll so undeniably proved, 
that all Europe is still flill of horror at it. Of sllch practices heathens would be asha. 
med. The pur uing them in such a manner, year alter year, de erves severer worrl than 
the king thinks fit to u c, even after 'uch provocation: Such regard i had to the high 
birth, and the rank wbich that prince once held ill the world. 

The king had the less.reason to h.ave .expected such 'pra~tices from the late king; 
because, though he hau him so long III IllS power, he (lid 111m no hurt, nor put him 
under any restraint. lIe refused to hal ken to the advices that many gave him, of S( ' 

curing his person till a general peace should be made; or at least, till Ireland shoull1 
be reduced. Some who offered th6 e advices are now in the late king's interest, and 
can, if they please, inform him of the truth of this matter. The late king himself de
sired to be attended by some of the Dutch guards when he went to Roche tel', and 
sent to the Count de Solmes to that effect, who immediately ordered it, without any 
direction from the king, who was not then come to London. When the king knew 
of it, he sent ordel'!l to those g uards to wait about the late king in what man er he 
him elf should command: And it was visible to those who were about him at that time 
that he was all the while as much master of himself~ as when he was served by his OWL; 

guards. 
The memorial makes it necessary to lay open the whole progress of affairs, as they 

passed between his majesty and the late king. 
(T pon the late king·s first accession to the crown, the king made offers to bim of all 

the service and a sistance that was in hi power; which Soon after was very useful to 
him, and contributed not a little to the settling him on the throne: But though he had 
no reason to be satisfied with the returns tllat were made him, yet he re oived to have 
patience,. and to bear with every thing that related to himself. 

When his opinion was ask d concerning the repealinO' the laws that reI ted to the 
Roman catholicks, he declared his thoughts very freely of tho e penal laws und r 
which they lay, by reason of their religion : He liked the motion of repealing' them. 
which might have satisfi d all tho e of that communion, as it dId t11e most moderate 
of them. He did not ind ed think it advise hIe to repeal those other laws that ex. 
eluded t~em ft'om sitting in parliament, and fro~ offic ~ of trust. Tbis propo ition, if 
clos d wlHl, would have made the Roman cathohck subjects safe and easy; and if they 
had behaved t 1ems lves 0 well upon such fnvour, as to put an end to the je.lou ies 
of' the nation, they might after that I ave pretended to farther degrees of confidence 

1 Rurnet assures U~, that lhcr~ is fl'eque~t mention made, in Tyrconnel1's letter to Mary of Estc. of a bravoe 
called Junes, lI,lI irishman by birth, wh~, It seul'l • was enga cd to murder King Wilham He add. that Jam~ 
was brought with Jtfnrulty to acquiesce In ~bl:: proposal. butt bat tile Sa._SIIl, ftcr having rl'ceived a con Id rable 
e roe t Qt bIB rewald, disappeared, lld was never after heard of. Th tale" ems at least doubtful. 
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with 3. better grace; for it gtlve toojust an oooasioll to jealousy when all was asked at 
once: And it was said, 1/ All or nothing." , 

1'his did too evidently demonstrate, that th lat king' zeal for his religion was ma
naged by tho e who had set all Europe on firt', and de igned to embroil Englan.d, that 
s:> it migbt have been brought into a necessary d pend nee on another court; or at 
least, be put out of a condition to have the share in the balance of Europe that natu
f411,r belongs to it, till all the rest should have been subdued; and then it must ~a\'e 
been at mercy lik wise. Methods were taken m order to the compas ing tho e ends, 
that would soon render all publiek laws and liberties vcry insignificant thing Judges 
w re made, not according to the ancient constitution, QlI.omdht se bene gesserint, du
ring tlleir good beha iour, but dUJ'iug pleasure. By mall)' changes the bench was oft 
alt red , every judge being turned out as soon as he stuck at any thing that the court 
desired. At last, and not without great difficulty, and after many remov·es, twel\1€ 
men were found out, who judged, that the king could dispense with those law, though 
it was IJotorious)y known that they were made on design to restrain the crown from 
making any use of Roman catbolicks, either in places of trust, or in parliament. The 
penalties on those law were 110t snch as accrued to the crown, which by consequence 
might have been pardoned; they were forfeiture:; of great sums, which were by law 
gh'en to illforrQer : they who .trall grt!8sed wert; al 0 put under such in apacities, that 
wllatsoever they did was null ano void; to the removing of which, it was never before 
pretended that tb regal prcl'Ogative could be carried. 

A judgment so destructive to th whole constit.ution of this government, giyen by 
precarious judges, who had been all examined before they had been advanced, coulu 
110t iu so plain a malter alter either the nature of things, or the sen e of the nation : 
And since the strength of every law lies in the penalty upon which it is enacted, a 
pow r of di pensing with pt:nallaws, though then applied to a few of them, \Va in its 
ju t consequence a power to.evacuate. all the laws and ~ibertie8 of England; of wruch 
this nation has be 0, at all times, 80 Justly tender and Jealous. 

As oon as this power was thus authorised, the clergy of England were ubjected to 
a commission, that, as it was illegal in its constitution, not only without, but against 
an express law to the contrary, so it had no rega~d to any rule of law, but \Va com
,po~ d of persons who pl'Oceeded arbitrarily in every thing that was brought before 
them. 

'Vhen the church of England was put under this yoke, the whole body of the clergy 
was required to pubU h a declaration, that w,a founded on the di pen ing power, and 
hat asserted it. The king then appli d to in Holland, and desired to interpose, 

f r preventing tb confu ions that these kingdoms were like to fall under, aud for hLn~ 
dering the advantage that anott er court was like to have by it. He avoided meddling 
jn it, till he saw nlatt rs dri\'~ to the last extr mities, and that the danger was not 
only visible, but imminent. 

• f'or while Eng and was in this struggle, the tate of affair beyond the seas c lied 
for sptledy ~etnedics: All ~he place~ in the ~is~op1'}c of Cologne were p? se ed by 
French garmons: And before tl1e kUlg set saIl tor England, the French klOg h d
dared war against the Emperor; the dispute concernillg the electorate of Cologne be. 
iog a main article of that declaration, which concerned the states very nearly, since it 
lies in their neighbour ood. 

A out that time, the Fr ncb ambas ador at tb Hague, in a mem rial given in to 
t11e states, did affirm, that there was an a liaooe betw en his master and th late king. 
This, whether true or false in itself, was a just ground to the state to believe it; and 
tHis was hejghtene~ when .the English m}nr tel, who W'a at l)lIri when it was sent, 
after a ihort and fe~ned dJsgrace upon IllS r turn to England, pretended an tbat ac-

l 
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tount, was, from bein ' a pris01wr in the Towel' of London, made governo r of tbat im-
portant place. . . . • ' 

. The states of the Umtetl Pro"mcAs saId the truth, when they affirmed, that the king 
was no.t gone to. England on design to dethrone the late king: He came over, fled.!
ring a full pUTpOSO to leave the cure and settlement of the nation to a frce..parliam ent. 
And when some lords were sent to him by the late king, to abk him what it was that 
he,proposed,his answer was, that he desired that the administration of the govern
ment might be brought into a state confo.rmable to. the laws then in being; so that no 
persons who were under legal incapacities might co.ntinue in pllbllck offices or trusts; 
and that a parliament mi~ht be called, and sit in full freedom, both armies being at an 
equal distance fro.m it; tlJat so proper remedies might be applied to all the distempers 
rnto which those violent councils had tbrown the nation. By this it appeared bow 
firmly the king llad adhered to his declaration, 

During this negociation, and after the latt king had notice given him what tht: 
king's demands were, be, upon reaSDns best known to himself. th rew up alJ, and aban
doned the government; and let his army loose lIpon the nation, and the rabble upon 
the city of Londo.n. anu withdrew himself: By wlllch he did all that in him lay, to 
cast these kingdoms into mo t "iolent convulSIOns, and exposed even his own friends 
to all the hardshi ps lhat might have been apprehended irom 'enraged multitudes: ro.l' 
if the providence o.f' God, and the natural gentleness of the people of England, had not 
provecl effectual restraints, this nation had become a scene of fire and blood; which 
the enemies of this kingdo.m persuaded the late king to. n~ulme on, rather than to. stay , 
and sulfer a parliament to enquire into the causes of the miseries the nation was fallen 
under, and to secure their religion and pmperty. 

Upon this, that part of the nation which had, till then, adhered to. the late king, 
finding themselves abandoned by him, desired that the king would assume the admi
nistratioll of this forsaken govern ment; which he consented to do, till a cOIlvention of 
the states should be brought together, to give it a full and legal settlement. 

He did -take a most particular care, that the elections should be carried with al pos
sible freedom, not only withollt violence and threatcnings, but even without recom~ 
mendatio.ns, or any sort of practice, how usual and how innocent soever. The like 
care secured their liberty when they met; every man argued and voted in the great 
deliberation then on foot, both with freedo.m and safety; Nor did the king speak to 
any person, or suffer any to speak in his name, to persuade, much less to threaten, those 
who seemed still to adhere to. the late king's interest. So strict was he in observing 
the promises be had made in his declarations. It was thought a remissness, and a ha
zarding the publick too much, to interpose or move so little in those matters as he 
then did. 

The com'ention came to a full resolution, and judged, that the late king had broke 
the original contract upon which this government was at first founded, and after that, 
bad abandoned it; so that it was necessary fo.r them, being thus forsaken by him, to 
see to their own security. And as they judged that the late king's right to~ govem 
them was sunk, 0 they did not think it was necessary or incu~1bent on them to exa
mine that, 'which the whole, nation in general, as well as the 1 ing in particular, had 
just reason to ('all in question, conceming the birth of the prett;:nded, Prince of Wales. 

When tbe late king had quite dis olved the tie of the nation to him elf, th~y thought 
they had no further concern upon them to enquire into that matt 1'; and therefore 
they tho.ugbt it fit tQ let it remain in that just doubtfullle:.s under which the late king's 
Dwn method of proceedings bad brought it: Besides, that a particular care had been 
t , ken by the late king, to ca~e all those who had been in tbe management of that 
matte!; or were SU$p~cted ,of having a hare in the artifice about it, to be carried over 
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into France: so that it was not possible 0 come at those per.sons, by the interrogating 
rt)f hom truth mi l1t have b en foltnd out. ·f i 

The king expres ed no ambitious desires of mounting the thron : The address s of 
bothJlouse 'and the state of Europe, which seemed desperate without a might.y 6Up~ 
port from England, determined him in that matter. But as he can appeal to God of 
th sinc'erity of bis intentions, who alone knows them, so he has an infinite number of 
wilnes cs, who saw and can justify his whole conduct in tlle progress of that revolu
tlo itit were fit for him to appeal to them . 

lIe ~is quiet in himself in ,the conscience of his own integrity: His subjects and his 
nUies see how much he has sought the public good, both of his people, and of aU Eu-
1'Ope; and how little he has regarded either his own quiet or safety. He being secured 
f tb e, is little sensible of all that the malice of his enemies can suggest, to detract 

from him, or to asperse him. 
The first thing that his majesty applied his thoughts to in his government, was to 

quiet all men's fears and apprehensions, 'by acts of grace and oblivion. This is now 
objected as a proof: that the dispensing power assumed by the late king was not illegal, 
since none of the judges have been punished for the judgments that they gave in that 
maUer. ome of the chief of them di.ed in prison, while others fled from justice; so 
that ,those who remained were thollght below the indignation of the public. The k ing 
makes great difference between the tfect of the ft ars and feebl eness of some weak 
11"1 en, and the blacke deSign of their matlagers; the one may be as proper objects of 
mercy, as the others are of justice: Therefore, though his majesty's gentleness towards 
these, and an aversion that this nation has always had to severe (though ,lllst) punish
ments, has covered them .: yet this will never justify that conspiracy against taw and 
liberty, in which many of the judges weJ 'e but the weak and unwilling iustruments of 
restless priests and jesuits. The nation has fully declared their sense of these matters 
in e\-eral bill " to which the royal assent has been given. 

Amongst these, one was against the king's intermarrying with Roman catholics. 
The nation had felt the ill effects of three of those marriages successively. in very fatal 
conseqoence ; and the king was so sensible of it, that as the two houses of parliament 
judged it necessary to desire a security against such marriages for the future, so the 

. king-tbought it not reasonable to deny it. 
It is no 1)eW thing in this government, for king and parliament to limit the succes

sion of the crQwn : it has been often done. A -' -ability \vas once put 011 the heirs of 
the crown, hl ca e they married otherwise tban as that la\v prescribed; and it is a 
crime higlJ1y penai, by a law still in force, whioh was at no time attempted to be re
pealed, to delly the authority of the king and paltiament, in limiting the uccessiOll of 
the <:rown. ' 0 far is that act, passed by the king. from being contrary to the t'lluda .. 
mental laws of t1li 'kincrdom. ' 

'The king has at all times professed, that it was Ilis fixed principle, that men's con .. 
Rciences ought not to be f()rc~d in the matters of religion; but that these ought to tbe 
left to Qod. lIe has always .acted pursuant to this ru1e, because he thinks it just in 
itself, ; nd that it)s a wise measure of government. lie w;shes that the moderation of 
Ilia government towards bis Roman catholic subjects, might c;lispo e both prince a.nti 
nations of other communions, to practise the like ·towards those of his religion. He 
has particular reaSOnS to be more than ordinary jealous of the affections of his Roman 
catholic subjects, yet such of them as live qllie~ly, are put to no trouble upon the ac· 
count of their religion; and though the nation was much provoked by their behaViour 
a ·01; tl1e last reign, yet, ,as no new Jaws have been made against them in his reign, 
s there is a general non-executiol) of tbo e that were made long ago, and are still in 
for~. The laity of tha.t religion are uRder no vexation; and it is uottQ be wondered 

jf those laws ~reJ in some few instances, executed against some turbulent spi rits, 
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who give j~st caus of jealousy. But the king h reason to believe, that th<>re are 
few instance even of any such prosecutions, since so few complaints of these have 
been brought to him; nor is th re any part of' his dominion so eli taot froID him, but 
that such complaints, if there was cause tor them, would soon reach both his ears, and 
the courts of all Roman catholic princes in Europe. 

The king thinks it becomes him likewise to do this right to his subjects, to 0 vn 
the great moderation that they expres llpon this o(ca ion; and that even the rewards 
thrt the laws had provided for encouraging infurmers, do not et them on to au ea J"er
ness in prosecutions. And though the mallY provoking illstallces that they oaily ee 
or hear, of unjust and violent proceedings in matters of religion, within a neighbour. 
ing kingdom, might move them Lo severe reprizals, yet the temper of the nation, a 
well a the principles of their religion, dispose all people to an universal moderation 
in those matters. 

As for the reflections that are made on the king':; perSOll and actioll, in the lak 
memorial, that arc as un.i ll t as they are indecent, his majesty has reason to despise 
them, and judges it helow him to answ er them; vut as all Lht' black attempts of' his 
enemies against his lifL have never been able to provoke him to any such against them, 
or to lessen the horror that he naturally has to such designs, 0 he is above those poor 
efft'cts of impotent (lla lice, that breaks out mto lancler and'calumny: Hc will nlake 
no retnrlls that way neither. Gou in his provid ence had preserved him from the one, 
even without an} great care of his U\\'u; and he is so cOlllitient the world will regard 
the otller so little, that how silent 50ever he may think it fiL to remain under them, 
they will be able to make no impression on just or equitable minds. 

The Ans'lver to tlte Second Memorial. 

The late king has seen that the much greater part of the Roman catholic princes 
and states, notwithstanding their zeal for their religion, have yet been so just .1S to 
rest sati~fied with ~ht late revolution, and ~)av~ not taken up~n them to pass any other 
judgment concernlOg the laws and constItutIOns of these kmgdoms, than what was 
concluded by the estates themselves, by which they have beeu determined. And since 
his complaints have made no impre sion on them, he has no reason to expect that his 
Memorial, addressed to the princes and states of the protestant religion, should sue· 
eeed better. 

They who saw how little he considered his oaths and obligations to his own people, 
and Illost particularly to that body among them of the church of England, that a it 
was much the strongest, so had engaged in his iuterests, and bad maintained his right 
of succeeding to the crown with the greatest zeal, can expect nothing from his resto
ratipn, but the total extirpation of that religion which they profess; for a prince who 
consid red his faith to his own people so little, can have no regard to trangers. 

The matter contained in both Memorials are 0 much to the same purpose, that the 
kinb think fit to join the reflections that he makes on the la t, in the ame paper with 
tho e he made on"t le rst; 0 that tbejustice of his cause may appear more evidently 
in one view, and without n edless repetitions. 

The king lues not think it proper nor necessary for him to enter into the discllssion 
of the lawfuln~ss of the late revolution. That has been copiously done already by the 
men of those prof~sions to whom the managrng of such questions does belon~, both 
with relatiun to the prin iple and rules of th Chlistian religion, and to the law and 
C 11 titution of these ki gdo us, It is acknowled ed by aU, that the measure of obe
dieuc and sul~ection do ary in all nation, according to the diversity of their coosti .. 
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tutWn; nor is it denied by any that have 10 ked jnto the history or laws of England, 
t the crown a J the regal prerogative h r are Ii it d by law. 

J\ ~reat difference is also to be made between the 0 erthrowiog the con titution 
and fundamentals ot a go\'ernrnent, and some Ie er viol tion. The pre erving the 
one against open attempt made upon it, ha'l been universally justified by the chief 
a ertors of the acredness at prine . 

A main and fundamental point of th1s constitution is, That the u~jects ou..,ht to be 
go,·erned by laws enacted in parliament, and not b the mer pleasure of the king: 

The late king et him elf to overturn lhis, not only in ome practices that imported 
it by C()nsequ~nce, but by a public act of tate; by \\ hieh he declared, that the power 
of di pen ing with law wa a right of the crown. upon which he as umed it. This 
"truck at the foundation of the government; and the. exerci e and progress of it mus 
have been fatal to the liberties of the people. Upon that, divers persons of great emi
nence in\'ited lh I<ing to eome over, and to endeavour to brio(\' things back to theiT 
ancient channel. The king thollghL it hecame him, who was nearly concerned in the 
lIcces inn of the crown, and in the pre er tion of the constitution, to come over on 

that design: But the late king chose to de ert hi government. and to have rec urse 
to a for ign force, and to th ancient en my of thi kingdom, rather than to suffer a 
parliament to sit, and to ettle the nation, whieh was then quile baken by his ill ad
ministration, By hi so doing, he set his ubjects fr e from any farther tie to himself, 
and mad it necessary for them to ee to their own safety; which they did , by conti
nuing the ancient government, with no other interruption than what their pre ent 
circumstances made unavoidable. 

This appeared to have been the more neees ary, wh n, by the short essay of the late 
king' government in lre1and. he shewed how little regard he was resolved to h ve 
either to law or justice for the future: Even the prospect of regaining what be had 
Jost by his own ill conduct, could not then restrain him i which made it very evident 
to all men, what they were to expect from him, if they should ever again fall into his 
hands. It has also appeared in many instances since that time, and most parti ul rly 
in the late Memori I, that he till adheres to the same designs aud maxims of overn
men t; not\vithstanding all the reports that some, who are either deceived them elves. 
or intend to deceive otbers, i,·e out of a change ill his notion , and of a seDse of past 
errors; of the contrary of which he now takes pains to convince all the world. 

Nothing was done in the progress of the whole evolution, but that which he made 
inevitable by some act or other of his own. It went not upon false suggestion, nor 
bl\rely upon the pretence of renre sing particular grievances, or some doubtful oppres
ions, much Ie on the ambitiou designs of his maje ty, that are so often and so ma

liciously represented a the true cau es of the revolution. It was th late kin's ope 
tbrowing off the restraint of law, and his setting about a total subversion of the con
IititutioD, that drove the nation to extreme courses. 

The oath of allegiance can be understood only in the sense limited by law, and so 
they cannot be eouc ived to bind ubjeets to a king who would not govern them any 
10nger,~ unless he might be allowed to do it against law. 

A revolution so brought about, carrie in it no precedent again t the security of 
gov~rnmeDt, or the peace of mankind. That whieh all aU olute nece ity enforced at 
one time, can be no warrapt for irregular prooeedin~s at any other time, unless it be 
where the like necessity shall require the like remedu:8. 

But inee the late kiD~ thinks fit to r fleet on the oaths of 8ubj ct , be ought aI8 
to remember the oath which h hit self wore at his coronation, to defend the church 
of England, and to maiutain the laws; to ithck' of which he she 'ed any re d in 
his whole government, but t himself to erturn uoth. 
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!fbe many alteration that have beeh mac.lc ill the succession to the crown of Eng
land, upon ,occasion ' that were D ith l' so pressing nor so important as those of la e 
were, should have obliged those who penned the Memorial to be more reserved, and 
less po itive, in affirming things so contrary to the known history of this kin ,dom. 
These r V'olutions "ere confirmed by l~ws, WI,lic~l were not afterwards, upon succ.,eed
inO' changes, repealed; for they coutlOue still 111 force: Nor ,Vas the crown of Eng
la~d ever reckoned to be such a property ~o those who held it, that they might use it 
or 'dispose of it at pleasure, as this MemOrial seems to suppose. 

The king thinks it not neces ary to add much to what has been already said UpOll 

the su~ject of the pretended Pl'ince of Wales: it was the late king's own conduct that 
gave just cause of jealou y in that matter , No satisfaction was offered, neither to 
those who were most immediately concerned, as being next in the succession, nor to 
the rest of the nation; which yet might have been done in a way that could not haw 
admitted of any doubt, jf there was 110 imposture designed in the whole conduct of 
that affair. 'This gave an univcr al suspicion; which was so public, dUring the time 
when it was given out that the late queen was with chIld, that the whole nation was 
possessed with it, And :-ince nothing was done to give tllem any just satisfaction, in 
a matter of that impOltance, arid which might have been so ~asjly performed, and was 
so much their own intcl'f'st to have drme, this gave a vIolent presumption again t them, 
that such an unaccountable managt'mt'ut was necessary to cover a black contrivance. 
And how odiolls socve::r that imputation may appear to be, yet those who have been 
since that time so often engaged in the design of as~assinat ion, ought not to think it 
strange if they are abo judged capaule ?f th7 other. .. 

ForeiO'n pfllH.:es and states must acqu~esc~ JO the p~bhc Judgments th.ut are made by 
the only proper courts, that can enqUIre mto and Judge of tile constItution and the 
affairs of other kingdol~ls . . Fo~eignel" have not the po~er of exnmining or judging 
thE:m, nor the means ot dOlOg It. The only rule by willch all other IJrinces or states 
can judge of' the laws and proceeding of these kingdoms, is the determinatioll and 
conclusion made ill a free conventioJl of estates; which have been approved of, and 
mightily support d since that time, by two sllcceedlng parliaments, that were freely 
cbosen~ and have acted with full ti'eedom. 

This, a it i notoriously evident to all Euro~e, so it is that by which all other princes 
and states must ue conolud d, in the jndgment that they may make concerning the 
affairs of these kingdoms. 

The leagues and treaties between other princes and states, and the crown of Eu.O'
Jand , are Hot personaJ but national obligations. For these, though they are made by 
sovereigns, y t relate to tl eir people, and to the intercourse and commerce between 
tlwm and other nations; and are such reciprocal ties, tllat no prince nor tate can ~e 
b und by them to any other prince who has forsaken his pst, and is no more acknow
ledged by his people; oy t he means of whieh 'he can no more perform tbose articles to 
which he wa bound on his part by such treatie, 0 that the lat.e king, by abandon-
ing bis people. ha lost the bellefit of tho e alliances. • 

The engagem r ts th, t do ari e out of them foUow the crown of England, and are 
now vested in hi~ maj sty. Nor do thos princes or states stand engaged by them to 
the late l<ing, 11 the right and obligations flowing fruDl them being DOW Wholly due 
to the king. 

HIS majesty do s not appreh nd any thin rom the intimation given in the Memo
rial, of l' 'volutioJls that may ha}Jpen h r after, There i no great l'ealfOU to think, that 
the e natIon, which hav b et in all pa t tmes so careful to' pre erve their laws and 
Ii bertie , &.hould at allY tim 11 're ter 01 e Lo -lose all regard to them so entirely, as 
not to maintain a revo utlOn, which h becured them from hnmjnent ruin~ and hali 

t:i 



their con titution s cb a confirmation, and such explanations, 
vio enc of the former reign had marie neee ar . 
tie king reckon hi having b n t11 in trument, under Uod, of efle tin this, 

moog t hi greate t honour ; and by the grace and ble tng or God, he will main
tain it as long 8 he lives; and doubts not but that he shall tran mit it to those who 

to ucceecl him, according to the pre ent settlem nt Hoping that 0 d will so 
support and ble him, and them after him, that the teliO'ion and the liberty of thes 
kingdoms shall be preserved pure and entire to all succeeding generations. 

Th late King James's Letter to lLis Pri,()!/-Counsellors. !Pitlt just Rijiections upon it, 
and Up01 tit pretended rince Qf Walt-s. And a shott !lCCOU1 t 01 Ihe Jud men! of 
the Parliametlt, 1 E,4. £'1 C01"ifutaliQtl Cit the Authur if' [The ('ase qj Alledance to 
a King in Pos e s'on:J With the Reason why the ham Birth has not been 'bubliclcly 
e.rp08ed. 1692. 

From the conltnt of this Tract, it would 'eem to have b('enpubli h d in oppoRition to tOe} nlCllsor 
adop d bying J mes to autbenticate the pie nancy 01 hi que n iu I69~, Upon t i o('cul.<ion 
there \ as circulated generally, aUlong the English II bles and privy-coullsdlor , an invil tion 
to be present at th expected birth. 'ev('l'al ladi of rank, and Or Chamberlain, th eel brated 
man-midwife, were in lik manner in ited. It is remarkable llJat Dr Burnet ha suppr ( d" 
rather di ingenuously, the fact of Mary of Bltc's pregnan ~y in 169~, I t it should c nfirm til 
reality of the form er co c plion of the Princes of Wal . Tile author of thi Tract t ke oce -
ion to ,,"i th variou r por W lien had been curr nt upon that subject, and labours hard 

to apologiz for no public step having been tak n to bring forward pr of of th impo ilion 
which Jame bad at mpted to p upon h nation, in the birth of his pretended son. 

JA E R
Ho much soever tbe lat king ma~ £laUer himself with an empty name, if he ha 

:consulted b' trusty coun ellars, the Jesui , or the laws of that kingdom which he 
migilt ha\' governed happily to this day, if he bad pleased, he would have found no 

ason.to continue this style. 
or the judgment of his best-Iov d counsellors, I shall refet' him to two men of un
bled credit with that ociety,' Le siu8 and Decanus, who both hold, that when 

ri ~ depo.sed, be c~aJeS to be a princ~, and becomes a private ,person. 
. ~be authonty for tbl , they both place ,10 the e ta,te~ of ~very kIngdom, and hold it 

:J 8tifiable to depoa~ a prmc.e fo~ tyrauny 10 the admlD18tratton, when he designs in his 
veloment, and alma at hiS pnvate advaDtage, and 110t the publick good, &e. 

« l!~ iru de jure et jl"~' P. '79. ~um de,init elle ",ep,~ etc. ADd Falkner'S CbriJtiaD Loya.lty, p. ,.3, 
SU, CltlDg them, both agtMlDlabaoat an I wClIlII_Clr". ok. 



But uoles it was for the p blick ood of this nation to bring it into su~jection to 
the see of Rome, and for that end to exer ise an arbitrary power in dis pen ing with 
the laws of the kingdom, it must be granted that the late king was far from aiming at 
the puhlick good. 

For the laws of England; I shall not here have recourse to those numerous prece
dents, which may be produced as evidences of the law in thili matter; but sh II con~ 
tent myself, and, as 1 believe, the impartial reacler, with an act of parliament,' which 
8 popish parliament. I ~o R. 2. refer to, as known and upon record; and ~ but very 
lately before that time put in practice. 

"Whereby, if the king, through a foolish obstinacy, contempt of his people, or 
perverse froward will, or any odler irregular way, shall allicnate himself from hiS peo
ple, and will not be governed and regulated by the rights of the kingdom, and lauda
ble ordinances, made by the counsel of tbe lords and g"IUt men of the realm, but shall 
headily in his mad councils exercise his own aruitrary will, from thenceforth it is law
ful for them, with the common assent and consent of the people of the realm, to abro
gate or depose him from the throne, and set lip in his stead, pr(lpinquior~m atiljuem de 
sti1'pe regid, somebody of' kin, 01' \lear of kin, to the king, of the royal stock." It is not 
pro.1:imum, the llext upon the line; and then the atiquem gives a latitude for choosing 
any deserving person of the stock royal. . 

Obj. 1. I know it will be said, that this law is no where to be found, but in an his· 
torian of the time. 

A1lsw. 1. That the parliament urged such a statute, and that it was a known law 
at the time whell it was referred to, no man can doubt ; tbough indeed it is highly 
probaole that R. ~. having assumed a very arbitrary power after this admonition, 
caused this statute, which stared him so full in the face, to oe taken off' the file. Cer
tain it is, that when, at the end of his reign, the parliament were enabled to call him 
to account, among other grounds for his deposal, they say, "He had caused the rolls Knighton Col. 

and records concerning the state and government of his kingdom to be destroyed and 21!)t. 

razed. to the great prejudice of the people, and disherison of the crown of the said 
kingdom, and this, as i~ credibly believed, in favour and support of his evil go· 
vernance." 

AnstIJ. 2, Farther yet, though that statute is not now to be found in words, yet the 
late king's coronation oath might have advertised him of its being in force, as to the 
substance of it, to this very day. 

According to the ancient formula~y, be either swore or ought to ha,'e sworn, " To 'Pid.Rot. tWit .. 

grant, keep, and confirm the la~vs, cu?toms, and f.reedoms granted the clergy and ~a~~d.t!u':'· 
I>eopl~ by the most holy and glorIOUS ~lDg Edward. . . . pM.Viutu;/lcm. 

ThlS wa Edward the Confessor, of nnmortal memory, for hiS collectmg and strict :14~ftiugil;::: 
ob erving the laws of the kingtlom, as well a for the admired sanctity of his life. do corotlUM'. 

Whereas the tatute referrtd to 12° R. 2. makes one of the conditions upon which 
t11e overeignty depended, to be, that their kings houlu ob erve the ordinances made 

y the counsel of t.be lords and great men of the realm, (the difference between .vhich 
and acts of parliament i obvious:) In th t body of the Confe sor's laws transmitted Vid. Lt:uIU. 

down to us with unquestioned certainty, it i written, Re.1.' debet omnia rite face7'c in ~: ~~i.o}.~i~, 
regno suo et d~ consilio procer~m SU01'Unl. " The king ought to do aU thinO's in his Laruhnrt'l 

·ingdom ace rding 0 law, and by the judO'ment of his peers." t Edw rd's law oes ~~:':c;::m' 
Hu ther, and is expl'es , th t unle the king perform his duty, and answer the end for f, (lU, o. 
which lie was constituted, Nee tlomen regis in eo constabit, not so muoh as the name 
of king shall remain in him. 

a eaning 0 ~ of E. 2. 
VOL. XI. 
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d to th Letter it elf. 

c' Ri ) ht trusty and well-beloved ousin One would think that this was pen~ d 
and counsellor, we greet you well . Wher - by orne French ecretary, the English j 

«' t roy l predece fa u ed to call such 0 bald aud inlproper, a wh re the letter 
their privy-council as could onveni- mention the callinO' such of the privy .. 

utl be bad, to be pr e t at th I bour coun .il <;oulo b had; and wber~ 
of their queen, and itness s of the births that we h ve followed, &c. However no 
of their children, I and that we have fol- exam ple can b hewn of anyone of hi 
1 wed th i e ample t the birth of our pJ'edece or, W 0 pretended to i1ave a 
deares on JanlPrince of,\ ales:" privy·c uncil aft r he had ceas d to be 

king· or, at 1 a. t, that thought it to a y 
purpo e to have witnesses of the births of th ir children, when them elves had no in
heritance to leave them. 

But as to the· nsinuation concernin the pret nded Prince of Wale, his bhth would 
av been les suspected~ if all the witne S . who swore materially, wer not to be 

thought parti ; if the hi bop had not be n nt to the Towc'r, a it were on purpose 
to remo the n essityof nding or be t en AI' hlJi bop of Canterbury, who bad 
not at that f to! re i ned bim elf up to the r ncb inter t; if ther had b en cr clihle 
ptoof the late queen's having been ~ith child befo\' she was brought to bed; and 
she bad not been past the years at which it was usual for Italian women to bear child-

if could believe that she was reall y bro ght to bed of a son, and that 
tbe 80 i yet ring (th proof of bich we must fe eh out of an enemy's countr .), 
ho could that i the lea t affeot the ri bt of their present majesties, who haye been 
declared kin and queen by th authority of the St te , and that ccording to the ex· 
pre s letter of the statute cited, ISO R. ~,which h w that the tate, upon the ~bro

tlon or abdication of a king, are under no obligntion of ubmitting to th~ next in 
be r ,nor can a pri ce who has d-epart d from hi title, oluntarily, or by legal im

plic tion, leave any ri ilt to d ce d from him. 
Indeed, when Mary Que n of Scots was a dudged to lose al1 her right of succe ion 

to e ingd m of En land, for her attempts gainst Qu en Elizabeth, all tl judges 
of EnglAnd being on u t d whether tl is would not cut off the i t rest of her son, de
clared it would not; I~ut it i to be considered, 

1. That tll opinion of the judge in that case could not alter the law. 
2. That it was very likely that they would fav ur ing James, who at that time 

bad a great reputation and inleres in j nglaQd, much as they could, with any p-
r e of reason; and there seem sotne COIOllf fOf it, from the penning of th t sta-

tute, which ",,'8S m de ;n the view of the pretences of th Queen of cots, and er 
nown con piJI&Cleti, for which she wa tried. 
'fbe statute mak s a plain di tinction between a bare design. and a de ign which 

$boul take effect. In the fir t c se, they lude and disable the immediate pretend-
er~ if guilty ithin that act. ' 

In the , they exclude and disable the perlons pretending title after the queen, 
anel tbe;r i u if cons ti g or privy. Where the fir ·t branch seems capable of an 

I tion by t Ie lSth of the q een, rhich, in like ca 5, disablea pen durin 
t heir natU l Ii e only, as j It eh persons er naturally dead. 

iii h,i act th re i pl.ain r? tsi ,that tl e i. sue shall not reju.clic~, but 
II be III the same condItiO as lfthe parent had dled b.efore the o~ committed; 

and though the same might be thought to be intended by the atat. 110, yet it not 

• Wherea I &c. and tAat, i. e. where" that,-Orif. NM', 
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being expressed, the lords, with great TeaSOD, made a question of it ; for if th is ha.l 
been the intention of the parliament i70, one would have though t they would have 
follow 0 pl' m a pre d nt 0 late1y set, in words which w uld admit of no di pute. 
An It appears very plainly to have en the judgment of the parliament, J S Eliz. that 
the di Hng the patty would, by operation of law, have di abl d the i , U , ttuless 
they had particularly provided again ~ ~t. eer,tain it is, that the state f the re 1m 
h~ving' deposed E. 2. he accounted It a specIal favour that they would choo e his 
son to succeed him. 

H However, that precaution was not 
enough to hinder us from the mal icious 
as{>ersions of such as wer resolved to de
prIve us of our royal right ." 

Here is a smack of the French 6cr'be 
again: Who else could have thought it an 
hinderance to have been kept from asper
sions? Or would any Jacobite, who un
derstand our language, II e words wh ich 
adm it that the late king stands deprived 
.of his royal right, 

~ut whatever i~ her~ uggcsted, is und~ubtedl~' ~wmg to the ju t cau.&eS of suspicion 
Wll1C~h the nece si ty of the matter, or theu own III management, occa 100eel, 0 that it 
must be imputed to their own fraud or folly j most even of them who stand up f~r a 
!upposed right in King James, IU0k upon the Prince of Wales as supposititious. and 
will acqui t those from malice in this particular, whom yet they stick n t to charge 
with rebellion. 

(, That we may not be wanting to our· In this, and the former paragraph, such 
self, now it hath pleased Almighty God, stres is laid upon the birth of childr n by 
the supporter of truth, to give us hopes of the late queen, as if the di belief of the 
further iS8ue, our dear consort the queen former pretence were the sole occa ion of 
being big, and drawing near her time; we the abdication, and nothing of misgovern
have thought fit to require such of our m nt, and breach of the original contract 
privy-council as can come, to attend us were in the ca e. The witne s re uired 
here at St Germains, to be witnesses to at the second scene, are privy coun<.iJlors 
our aid consort the queen's labour. We to the late king, but whether meant of 
do therefore hereby signify this our royal them who had been of the pri.vy-council 
pleasure to you, that YOll may use alJ po - while he ad1l1ini tered the government, or 
sibl'e means to come with'what convenient soch as aut by commis ion from him, to 
llaste you can, the queen looking about plot agai n~t the present govtrnment, docs 
the middle of May next." not appear. 

Their plot, which was within these few days the boa t and merit of their party, 
10u t now be denied with as great confidence; but if there had wanted otl r· p)"oot~ the 
timing the appointment of th birth of another prince, the avowed expectatIOn which 
they had just at this time, the coming of the French fleet, the prepa tion for a land
ing II re, .md the r.eadines many express d to receive them, sufficiently peak their 
'detestable d sign; but that 10riollS victory of our fleet, which has dashed their hopes, 
a.nd broken their measures, will undoubtedly cause an abortion of the intend d birth, 
()r an ~oL1rnment to some month more favourable to them than May, which is expi
re(t, and yet we hear of no young p-rll1Ce born; -but both the late que n~ antf the 
Fr neh plirtisan~. must confess tl1cmsel ves out in their reckoning; and Imi hty God, 
who ns thtt letter observe, is the supporter of truth, is the e po r of impostures. 

U And that you may ha.ve no serupl on That the nominal m st hri t1an king , 
eur i e, out dear brother, the most Chri - 11as passed hi word, must be taken upon 
tiau king, has given his royal word and tb word 0 the late king, to which much 

~ 

J Wa18ingham f. 10'7. }lez djq itate rell"li abdicalur elfili", ,ulutituitur. 
a rid. KnisbtoD ad jinem regn' E. ~. 


