ly do we hear of any proof made against them ; and therefore since the seditious inter-
positors, after all their tedious searehes and examinations, have not been able to des-
ery the dangers they pretend to fear, it is a sufficient principle of presumption, that
their j:almmes are ill grounded, that they find fault merely for the sake of finding fault,
and like boys, having blown a seap-bubble from a walnut-shell, resolve to keep 1t up as
.Jong as they have breath to follow it. Nay, since they exhibit foul and dismal charges
against the ministry, without referring to any act of the ministers to make it good; they
prove nothing but that they are oppressed with envy and ill-nature ; for they are not
* so unskilful at improving the minutest piccadillos, that had they been furnished with
any shadow of truth, they would not have smothered them, and therefore since they
have produced none, the reader may justly conclude they have none to produce. And
all undesigning men, notwithstanding all the scarecrows that are set up to fright us,
may with great satisfaction and quiet depend upon his majesty’s promise made to the
House of Commons® inr answer to their address, viz. * That he will take the best care
he can, that all sorts of mismanagements and irregularities shall be prevented or re-
dressed.” So that, upon the whole matter, our enemies crying out against the govern-
ment in general terms, without being able to produce any thing worth the hearing, to
© justify their noise and clamours, they prove nothing but their want of breeding and
better arguments, and their calumuies, when driven home, will recoil upon their own
heads ; for they that charge others with crimes they cannot prove, indict and convict
themselves of falsity ; and as this offence may be the parent of many disturbances, so,
among our other real grievances, it calls for a timely redress, for it is infinitely below
authority to indulge, or neglect, a humour that proceeds from nothing but invincible
pride and peevishness. However,

Certainly causes there are, for all these complaints are not made for nothing. There
can be no smoak but there must be some fire ; and therefore, to be just to my reader,
and satisfy my country, I must not smother them ; but in conscience and honesty am
obliged to bring some of them upon the stage, and shew the reasons why there are so
many complaints against the court, and the first 1 encounter is,

That many of the seditious mixture are under great disappointments. They want
places of profit that they may repair their tattered fortunes at the expence of the public,
and places of trust, that they may have it in their power to turn the scales, if ever the
beam should begin to totter ; and shew their exquisite parts in doing nothing, and
undoing all things. And the government being supplied at present with able and ex-
perienced statesmen, and that it is too long te go barefoet, till they can be recruited
with dead men’s shoes, they would pull them off, and force a way to their preferment,
through the reputations of the present ministers, and for that end only, endeavour to
‘make the present ministers uneasy to themselves, and hateful to others, that they may
turn them out, and thrust themselves into their places ; and this chicanery they manage
with so much art and industry, at their several clubs and eating-houses, as if all were
going to ruin, unless they be speedily employed, and such methods observed to regu-
ate disorders, as they only can propose, though when their notions come to be exa-
mitied, it is a thousand to one but they are utterly impracticable, dangerous in thé use,
and destructive in the end; but the vulgar not perceiving what’s in the covered dish,
they run into the same cry against the court, and eagerly spend their mouths in the
1ase, ‘which their leaders have started, without knowing what the game is, how it
us ressed, or who must feed upon the carcass when they have helped to catch it.
and nonsense is enough to set all the idle tools of the seditious mixture a mad-
ierefore, having swallowed the infectious vehicle, it soon has its operation,
y all applaud the contrivances and stratagems of these state emprricks, as

i P e Martis, & die Aprilis 1699~0rig. Noter
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ghie‘only physicians that can cure all the distempers in the ‘public administration: the
_only patriots that can heal our breaches, and restore to every factious and impoverish-
" ed zealot, what he has a mind to. And in order to it, railing at the ministry is called
~ liberty and property, and freedom of speech, and despising authority is called not fear-
ing the face of men in their country’s cause, when their country is no ‘more concern-
ed in their invectives and quarrels against the court, than they would be for their coun-
try, if it were in their power to serve it Let these underminers of the ministry make
what pretences they please, self-interest is at the bottom of all their raree-shews for
reforming what is amiss, and the truth of the matier is, these gentlemen having their
wants to lead, and the devil to drive, they can find no such expedient to supply the
former, and please the latter, as by changing the ministry, and thrusting in themselves
to accomplish what they aim at ; ‘and therefore prosecute the design accordingly with
uncommon vigour. See them set round a table, with all their politics about them,
affecting as zealous a look as if every man were a Machiavel, and as expert in redress-
ing grievances, and preventing abuses, as Solon or Lycurgus, and now whatever opens
their mouths against the government, nothing but the hopes of a place can shut them,
and that does it effectually. As a late poet sings,

Attempts to purify the court,
Is damning men of places :
Till decently they send them home,
And get themselves put in their room,
And then they’ll change their faces. P

- *Tis not because some in are bad,
That forms fears and pretences ;
But wants of equipage and post,
And supplies at the public cost,
To keep coach and six, and wenches.

The most serious discourses amongst them, and of weightiest matters, at last center
in their wants of preferment, and begin where they will, a place is the end of it. And
though they may smother their desires and ambitious aims awhile, and appear only
public-spirited patriots, yet their vizor at length drops off, and their designs are dis-
covered, they want an office; a lively instance whereof I heard but the other day in a
coffee-house, where a diminutive animal, of a late, and from a mean rise, though now
arrived to a great estate, being heartily railing against the administration, and sighing
out his fears for his dear country and poor England, a gentleman smartly reprimands
the fop, tells him his family was once regarded as men in the true interest of the nation ;
and though his father’s chair sliding from under him, the fall had swelled his spleen,
turned his brain, and affected his uncle’s by sympathy, he was sorry to see the son
also discover more weakness and ill-nature in the family, in cursing and reviling the
public management, and promoting discontents in the nation. To whom the upstart

~replied, “ T will, and ought to do it, for the court has used me barbarously, and the
place 1 was a candidate for they have given to another.” In short, he overvalued him-
self, by aspiring to the degree of a statesman, and was angry that a fitter man had the
- preference ; and now his disappointment must be called a national grievance and mis-
management. And if you search to the bottom of all our clamours, still the want of a
place s the cause of them. e T
Some of the murmurers, it is true, are modester, or rather subtiler, thers:
all issue at last in the same thing, and though the poison does not bre: A 8
mouth, yet they have their methods too, and slander the administration w i




and their looks ; and whilst others clacks are running, accent and confirm their calum-

nies, by tipping the wink, shrugging the shoulders, and shaking the head so dismally,

a% sts more crimes against the ceurt than the world ever knew, or arithmetic can

number, And if the stream runs against a minister they think their enemy, a familiar
nod, or gracious smile from his lordship in mummery, coufirms all the slanders which
are broached at this cabal, and shall pass them as confidently as if they were mathe-
fn;atical demonstrations, when, peradventure, there is not one true syllable in all the
clatter, .

Others of this seditious mixture make their wants and necessities the cause of pro-
moting discontents and jealousies, and rafile for preferments and places, for the same
reasons that wise men think should utterly debar them ; for hungry men onght not to
be invited to scanty commons, their debauched, extravagant, and vain expences, having
consumed their own estates, there is no reason to trust them with the public purse, or
offices that ma{ give them an opportunity of oppressing the subject to supply their ne-
cessities, and lengthen their own teathers by defrauding other men of their right of
common. I am not insensible, that it is thought a great piece of policy in a prince to
makef requent changes in his court, and when some have filled their pockets, to give

. them leisure to spend it, and oblige others of his subjects with the like advantages. I
will not dispute whether this may prove advantageous to the crown ; but I am of opi-
nion it is detrimental to the subject, for the same reason that® Tiberius gave to his
friend, upon asking him that question : “ [ seldom,” says he, “ change my governors
of provinces, because every new hungry comer racks the people by new exactions, till
they have filled their coffers, and then are at quiet.” And to this purpose told them,
that a poor lazar having his sores covered with flies, which he endeavoured not to drive
away from feeding on his flesh ; the spectators believing it proceeded from his inabili-
ty to do it, they went near to do that office for him ; but he prayed them to let the flies
alone; “ for having now glutted themselves with my blood,” saith he, “ they don’t suck
so greedily but that I enjoy a little ease ; but if you drive them away, fresh flies will
light upon my sores, and suck me to death.” Which, applied to beggarly pretenders for
employments, puts a bar to their importunate solicitations, especially when they take
such indirect courses to obtain what they seek for. Men's necessities may be great,
but good men’s loyalty will surmount their wants, and not put them upon robbing the
king of his people’s duty and affections, to fill their own bellies ; but rather to suffer
any thing for his majesty than cause him in the least to suffer by or for them. They
have a great deal to answer for, who, by the state craft of pressing for redress of grie-
vances, would amend their own circumstances, by raising hurricanos in the state, and
stirring up such commotions as sometimes shatter the constitution, and, as our own
memoirs can too sadly inform us, often entirely deface and overturn it. When these
dangerous incendiaries first set out to awe the government, what pains do they take to
shew themselves disaffected, and hope to get places by arguments of their disloyalty,
and run against the court in hopes they will ask their price, and take them off’ by be-
stowing preferments upon them. For those methods being successful in former reigus,
they revive in this. ~

¥ i King Charles the Second knew their game,
i4id o+ And places gave and pensions ;

e bon o wen oAnd had King William’s money tlown,
4osiiw o o His majesty would soon have known

. Their consciences dimensions.
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But he has wisely given them up,
To work their own desires ;
And laying arguments aside, ‘
As things which have in vain been try’d,
To fastings, want, and prayers.

Tt is a lewd and unwarrantable step in politics, for seditious intermeddlers to expect-
to be gratified by profitable employments, for being intolerably vexatious to the go-
vernment, and by all the sharking ways and means imaginable to place themselves at
the helm ; for this cunning is not always crowned with success, but oftentimes the
wild pursuers draw down ruinous consequences on their own heads, by attempting to
rise by such notorious acts as call their fidelities into question ; for if men can be loyal
no longer than they are bribed to their duties by preferments, the king leans on broken
reeds, and cannot be secure till he has as many good places in his gift as he has bad
and hungry subjects in his kingdom ; and if men would but consider that they have to
do with a prince that is not to be hectored out of his favours, they would give over
throwing obstacles in the way of their own rising, seeing there is no great feats to be
done in this reign by such a fantastical conduct: Whereas the exercise of humility,
loyalty, and modesty would melt his heroic soul into such gracious considerations as
would put him upon considering how he might be still more beneficial to his people.

The reigning sins, pride, ambition, and atheism, are other grievances that call aloud
for redress, and the neglect of suppressing them are to be reckoned among our real
mismanagements, and as the canse of the molestations that afflict the state. Envy and
obloquy spares nobody ; the most unblemished virtue is not shicided from their darts.
*Tis defined by Cicero, to be grief conceived in the mind at the good which another
man enjoys, and that good especially by which the envious man receives no injury;
but they are sick because other men are well; and the better it is with another, the
worse it is with him. When men have consumed their own estates by idle and extra-
vagant expences, they envy those that are grown rich by their industry ; and this makes
them curious in enquiring and prying into other men’s affairs, that they may find some-
thing to lessen them. A temper so far from being Christian, that there’s nothing of
humility, but much of the devil, in it. Hence it is that the rattling of a courtier’s coach
frights them out of their senses ; the sight of a fine coat makes them ready to tear their
own clothes, though gayer, and puts them into such a heat, that nothing but the pro-
mise of a good place can cool their envy, or divert them from declaiming against the
court, telling stories of mismanagement, detracting from their merits, and making large
additions to their failings; and if the court oblige them with some fine thing to play
withal, their pretended consciencious clamours will submit to their interests, and then
the court is the honestest place in Christendom. :

Pride and vanity are other ingredients that contribute toward the composition of a
malcontent ; for they swell the factions with such good opinions of themselves and
their capacities for public employments, that there is a necessity for others to be turn-
ed dut that they may have an opportunity to shew their rare qualifications : and then
the most compendious ways to obtain their wishes are to calumniate the court, and cut
down the oaks that the shrubs and underwood may flourish ; when all is but a grand
mistake, for neither have the possessors deserved a writ of ease, nor is the intruder qua-
h{ied either with brain or body for it; but his pride and vanity screwed up his own
price, and represented him of greater value than he was. But some lueky hand be
80 kind "‘L.Pl“m g:f dlfpth of his understanding, procured his dismission; and
revenge, king, church, court, city, country must go to wrack suffer all
pecmchets Shat the Wik S malioe oF the parky oo Beacr -
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Haughty and ambitious antimenarchists are the other causes of all the fears and
suspicions that are raised in England ; for such elevating their minds above their ranks
antr the end of their institution, and wearing venerable titles, to humour ambitious
freaks, some popular maggot or invented danger to withdraw subjects from their alle-

jance is started ; and therefore, if we would not be choused out of our legal settlement

efore we imbibe their delusions, we had need make shetp enquiries, whether the spe-
" cious pretences of their reformers don’t design to justle out that universal repose which
we have enjoyed under his majesty’s government, and therefore are all equally obliged
to promote it. Innovations, which self-interested men would introduce into the admi-
nistration of the kingdom, have sometimes unhinged our regular constitution ; but we
rarely hear that they have ever corroborated the old, or have enlarged the power of the
kingdom or the advantages of the people. History swells with examples which con-
firm this truth. How unanimously have our laws sentenced all commotions, thongh
gilded with the fairest colours that art could invent. 'Tis attested by the experience
of all ages, that the horrible evils which factious innevators, by raising fears and jea-
‘Jousies, have brought in amongst us, have been a greater burthen to us than any other
affliction that could have happened. This is, and ever will be, the necessary consequence
- .of such endeavours ; for if every sorry pretender of grievances should take a licence to
disobey his superiors whensoever he has a mind to deliver himself of a complaint, then
farewell society, for no form of government can subsist on these extravagant terms,
since every one, hurried by his passions, would never want plausible reasons to ground
his plea of resisting authority upon, and by this means our miseries would be end-

Our laws enjoin us to obey the king as supreme head and governor, and forbid us
entering into any engagements, that, by the widest constructions, may seem to clash
with our duty. Now such as by an implicit surrender devote themselves to any person
or embodied society which are superior to them, if that society have given any signs
of disloyalty, or of advancing themselves, the people are in great danger of being stript
of their fidelity to their liege lord, when their leaders, who ought to animate the alle-
giance of the lower orders of men, become themselves the first deserters. "Tis enough
we give men of quality the respect that is due to them, without being so much their
vassals as to sell that liberty of ours, of which the king is the only master of. Not that
I blame a deference paid to great men, but 1 would not have their authoritative in-
fluence, hand over head, betray us to comply with their criminal passions; ’tis worth
the while therefore, first to observe, as I said before, whether these reformers of abuses
themselves are loyal and steady in the interest of their sovereign, and whether there is
not a snake hidden in the grass ; and that, under pretence of rectifying disorders and
mismanagements, they have not a crafty design to hook us into a combination that un-
dermines the throne of our prince; for if we get any light that they drive at so black
an attempt, we must disdainfully retreat from such perfidious designs, and generously
saenifice every glittering advantage which they cajoled us with to our duty ; and what-
soever interest starts up, to cleave inviolably to the king, for as his side is the jugtest,
80 the advantages of sticking to it will be the most honourable and satisfactory.
..'Tis only the effect of a giddy presumption that spirits on tumultuous subjects to
quarsel with the administration of the state, imagining that public affairs would roll

smoothly if themselves were in the ministry, or things were managed by their
mﬁt& hemes; whereas 'tis their duty to submit to the laws, to banish murmuring
" ‘and stifle opposition, when a conformity to their regulations are required. But if abuses
JAnsinuate into the government, no doubt but we ought to wish they were reformed,
E‘h e man undertake it without a lawful commission, and certain evidence of the
acts; for all extrajudicial attempts and sinister ends tend rather to the shaking of the
monarchy than amending its defects. And after all that state-menders pretend to in
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‘¢hanging the ministry, the king is the proper judge of every alteration ; and though
he -s‘;isbulgl not agree to’such d;cng}nd&‘as lc’:an'y a fair plausibility of right for their being
granted, still ought to acquiesce with confidence, that his non-concurrence is for the
real good of his subjects; and though the reasons are behind the curtain to us, they
are evident and demonstrative to himself and council. How happy are we then, that
‘have a king that caresses his subjects as his children, and with an indefatigable appli-
cation propagates the welfare of all under bis charge! How dutiful and diligent there-
fore should all his subjects be in their several stations, who bask under that sunshine
to smother the gusts and ill designs of the mixture early, before they become gloomy
clouds, big with impending ruin to darken the lustre of royal grace. - H
Here I had the thoughts of easing my reader from the fatigue I have given him ;
“but 1 find myself under a necessity of trailing him a little further, before I can dismiss
‘him with entire satisfaction. For having shewed him that there is a design carrying
‘on at several cabals, either utterly to deprive his majesty, or at least to lessen his au-
thority, T must shew him now, that since it could not be done at once, as in the Assas-
sination-Plot, they are now doing it by degrees, and as the wolves would, first rob the
sheep of the assistance of their faithful allies, that they might become an easy prey to
their devourers; se that the mixture might impose upon the king at pledsure, ‘twas re- -
solved at another club, and published by one of their secretaries in a pamphlet,' called
“ An Answer to the B;lnncir;%vl.etter,”,tbat,” it :
. % To preserve the honour of the government, none or few who have gainful offices
-should be members of the House of Commons.” : s e 8
Sure the gentlemenof this club are men of great interest and correspondente, and
what they transact in their club-room strangely influences other places ; for there is
scarce a page in the whole libel that has not been the subject of debates and resolutions
in more eminent associations, and then no wonder to see things go at this rate, and
themselves so mightily concerned for the honour of the nation, which was never fur-
ther in their thoughts than to make what earnings they could from their pretences of
- having served the government : for some are well known amongst them, that now rail
at all above and below them, that are net of their faction, that have had their hands
deeper in the king’s pockets, and have received larger shares of his bounty than any
men of their quality in England, and yet are so ungrateful that they never afford his
majesty one good word, but, upon all occasions, detract from his virtues, eclipse. his
glory, and by dll the power they have lessen his authority ; and in this their favourite
project, aim at nothing less than, if it were possible, to leave him friendless also, for
under that name they would exclude his officers, which are but the late king’s politics
reversed, and tend to no other purpose but to express their ingratitude. weils i
Every protestant gentleman in England, under such requisite qualifications as the
law has established, have a right to be elected members of parliament, and nothing
can look with a more arbitrary countenance upon the gentry of England, than a de-
sign of this nature ; for it takes away their birth-rights, and sinks their honour in'the -
estegm of the natiom, as it distinguishes them as men unfit to serve their country, be-
cause they have the honour of serving their king. Is this for the honour of the govern-
ment, to persuade-the world, that they that serve the king are not to be tms_teﬁn the
mgnai::)ent of public affairs. What a manifest contradiction is this to common sense, -
‘that those which other whiles they call the king's friends, must have a mark set uj
them as his greatest gnemies: for if they truly love and faitbfully serve the king, as I
they will offer nothing,

am inclimed to think they do, because the mixture hate them,

but what they apprehend will be of service both to king and country, whose. interests
can never be dlvﬁd» but live and die together. To ftlgnkgwe m&wm%mm
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. fﬁuaﬁd\wuﬁtry,’ is to discrown their master ; and to think to oblige the nation, bv les-
sening the king's authority, and impairing his revenue, is to behead the people; their
interests, as I'said before, are so interwoven together that one cannot suffer, but the
other sensibly feelstit ; and therefore the mixture ought to give the officers some other
mname, or let them keep their places. Besides, is it for the honour of the government to

_ disfranchize'the electors, and ridicule them as ignorant animals, who don’t know who
are fit to be their representatives in parliamentr Is not this arraigning the commons to
think an office can corrupt them, and bias them from their duty to their country ?
What disingenuous reflections are these upon gentlemen, and what heart-burnings. will
it beget among us? ‘How do they know which way these officers will vote, since some
officers vote as vonstantly against what they call the court-party, as if they held their

laces by no other tenure ; ought not every member to vote as his judgment directs

.him, without being censured at every drunken club for so doing ? And why should
the yea's be thought less judicious and conscientious than the no’s, or the no’s than the
yea's? God forbid ; for these are but bones of dissension thrown among us to set all at
squabbling': ‘and that the seditious may find their own account in fastening crimes on
men of honour and worth, they neither know why nor wherefore: Whose jugglings

' g:‘ayhprove of dangerous consequence to the state, and to those who are over-reached.

. yThe design they manage, in endeavouring to exclude all that have offices under the
king out of the House of Commons is plain enough ; they are afraid the king's and
‘country’s affairs should thrive too well, and therefore ' would have the House of Com-
mons to be like themselves, all of a piece, and wholly against the king and court. I
eannot but wonder how they dare make such reflections npon the House of Commons,
as to insinuate there are any parties and factions among them, by pretending to distin-
guish who'are for and against the interest of the king. What a gberty of censuring all
the rest do they furnish conversation with, when they propose the turning out some
particular member, under the supposition that they are in the royal interest, which is
unkind to the parliament, and ungrateful to the king: And T am ouly sorry that T am

- mot wholly atliberty to pursue and improve the results of my own thoughts upon that
subject: Though they have partly spared me the labour in contriving their schemes so
ill, {hat‘they are neither adapted to persuade the wise, nor to deceive the simple; their
intrigues, and the slanders by which the{ manage them, being so open and barefaced,
that had an enemy designed to expose their wickedness, he could not have fathered
upon them more unlucky instances, than what is covered under this old trick of se-

* cluding members, which we hope the Lord’s wisdom and goodness will prevent, lest
the same club, when their designs are ripe, should think their lordships also dangerous
‘and ‘useless, and propose it as a grievance to'be redressed. ~ For what has been done
may be done again, and the same cause will produce the same effects to the end of the
chapter. W st 1.

. ~‘~“~\§llich is as evident as demonstration can make it, by the next step the mixture took
at a cabal held, as I take it, at the Old Devil of St Dunstan’s, ‘where to express their
ingratitude to the height, and shew what sort of cards were trumps, when their spies
and ‘emissaries, and the agents and factors which they keep in all corners of the town,

to fetch and carry, to traffic for news, and support the. trade of promoting fears and

ealousies, hiad brought in their straggling reports, they came to these unkind resolu-
tions, and ordered them to be“e‘ngr:sssctf and " printed and published by their former
go Sy " 4P “ et 080 85, T A R 1 ) ‘ J

‘ megm aliens dnm:mb!s%c strength- of the' nation, and ‘therefore the
Dutchimist be removed out of the kingdom, and a fatal day set for their departure.”

* Pamphlet predict. p.22.4nd 28,—Orig. Note.
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‘Without doubt the mixture will sa y these proceedings ‘are for the honour of the go-
ent too. To invite stran, agixstance, and when they have done our
work, and contributed to the na ‘i iverance from tyraniy, and oppression, *tben
to treat them with unkindness and ingratitude; which, as our case stands in ex
tion of ‘what may happen, is as oppds\té to the honbnr and mmof Enghnd, :
hghtxsfromdarknm i (AR TN b3
. "Tho !’ve‘noml mmgbelly R s
'This ho n truth I'll boldly tell ye, B Bt Ov
(Andm 1 be no prophet) - i i
If thus we servé our truest friends,
e So:ne nameless sparks may have their ends
o bt And mischief may come of it. ‘

o . Nay, those auunch senators 1 doubt,
Who with a vote Frénch armies rout,
- And quarrel who'shall win most;
“Should %Jons:eur lmd would sarely fly,
And turning tail, heroic cry,
- The devil tikn tbe hmdmmt.

Ccrtaml he gcuﬁémen oF i S Yard vy 1ol fn thelr o tm find
those aliemb now so great an eydaodreﬁ, ‘that not long since they caressed with the high-
est jons of respect, and madi uch ackﬁo %\nents of obligations to them,
that they were never able to recomp gbeie emen, what have they done to
merit your displeasure 2 Wherein havetht ‘misbehaved themselves towards ‘you, that
all ofa sudden they must be shipped oﬂ'u a dangerous people 7 How long have you

been persuaded that they have diminished the strength of England ? 'Were you of this
" opinion when they landed in Torbay, and with their swords in their hands, asserted
yomliberliea? ould you have done the nation's work without them ? If you could,
why did you so earnes nq:evt their assistance, and if you could not, why wotld you
have tbem und 50 un For shmte, ghre over affronting the honour of*EngI{:in-
men with such uqﬁr&ﬁ-ﬁd wgﬁic'nlﬁm contemptible in the eyes
of all the world, for the sake of a ﬁ.'w mal'conven ulabbers, and Mﬂm ti
ploy your secretaries pens, let it be to better- m hnnonr
ofg‘m-cfnbﬁbm b%foﬂhsﬁh eyhaves t“u the“ntﬁbn already.

t the decree of the cabal you see is peremptory. hﬂimdsmmtmh

off, and the reason they give for it is a double one, viz.' For every foreigner living i

R ‘they, we have an Ettlalghmm the less. - !‘h;;‘s‘ltungs' Since, if we
r amstancc, our quota durin ‘war must ave been greater, aud con
“sequently more Englishmen must have -%dhn'n% tb gma

m@mm 'rh "m’,’m"&- 'gue’::sll d
; g ur known en , an
‘gﬁDutch our &!thfut allies, ma embarked in %ﬂtﬁ’&“ hmm ”,Mﬂ: .
seem ‘thc mxx;u‘t WWhat“monﬂch : , whose 'restora-
s 4 great point among them, thot ww@u_. rtain; and where the
oourtof Germnmutood and mmwmmmmw

* Lib. et pi prodict~Orig. Note, %
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shewing kindness to that nation, and sending away the Dutch, who, by interest as weli
as alliance, were obliged to assist us when occasion served against them both. I could
urge a great deal more upon this head, but I know they are upon the fret already, for
being touched in the galled place; and being unwilling to scour them more, or meddle
withawasp’s nest, I won’t attempt to put a statue of brass out of countenance, or hope
to convince or silence men of their complexions. i
* . The great reason why the Dutch must troop off, is still to come, and though they
were always accounted as his majesty’s domestick servants, and have for many years
attended his royal person in his pr yet not a hoof must be left behind : and to
enforce this proposal they draw their unanswerable argument from a hen-roost meta-
phor, and say,” “ Strangers are the nest-eggs of a foreign invasion.” See how these
witty gentlemen tumble in their pretty tropes; rickety heads and arbitrary power, obe-
dient subjects and puppy-dogs, invasions and nest-eggs. Typical, topical, tropical, my
red is green. What pleasantsport might a man make with the grave speeches that have
been made upon these heads, but I have no time to lose in winnowing chaff, or catch-
ing butterflies ; and therefore shall proceed to shew how these gentlemen forget them-
selves, and say and unsay to uphold the bfw by;othcsis of being perfect enemies to
his ma{fsty. hen a probability of trouble from France was urged as a reason to keep
up such a number of troops as might secure the nation from such attempts, then the
mixture scoffed such obviating danFers as ridiculous imaginations. Then we hear of
nothing but great courage, zeal, fidelity, and unanimosity of the English nation, in case
of a.French invasion 3 but when the talk was not about the Dutch staying or going,
.all those glorious epithets are shrunk into the meanest of spirit, and they shewed the
nation in such.a .cowardly posture, as if they stood all shivering behind the door, for
fear of — thousand Dutchmen ; or that every one of those nest-eggs should hatch
such a breod of shake-bags as would beat all the fighting-cocks in England. Thus are
- we represented as stout as lions, or as fearful as hares, as will best agree with the de-
- signs of the mixture : If the king would have land-forces proportionable to those of
‘our._enemies, then there were no need of any other guards than his halberteers ;. for
in case of any invasion every individual man in Enlgland would be a soldier ; but if it
- be thought reasonable, civil, and obliging, that the Dutch guards should remain in Eng-
_land, then up start fears and jealousies, and remonstrate such dismal accidents may fol-
-Jow such an.act of gratitude as may subject us to a conquest, and make us all slaves to
Holland.. Did ever men make such wretched pretences ? "Tis a sad symptom that ill
designs are brewing, when such positive people are driven to such sceptical and doubt-
- ful innuendo’s, - and are forced to take sanctuary in naked may-be’s, and thwart and
-affront his majesty upon every trifling suggestion, arising from the principles of dis-
i y ; 80 that nothing must be done for him out of respect to his person, or the
; mighty deliverance he atchieved, 1ill all demands of the cabals, how unreasonable so-
iﬂl first be fully sati "xqt"w?hy should we wonder 7 "tis natural for this mix-
with deur and prosperity of the court. The beight of the

king’s felicity frets their proud and envious minds, and they are never so apt {o spy
_dangers, and complain of the badness of the times, as when the government is like to
~ be most flouri They are incurable malcontents, and in dread of an arbitrary
say they have no reason to suspect, yet.are making encroachments
, and lying at catch for all advantages, and husbanding all
sover erogative, and'to keep the monarchy low, by
hing his revenue, and being mperious and inexorable
e easily read in their resolve to expel the Dutch, viz.:
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And why a fatal day ? They could not mean it to.the -Dutch ‘guards, for they were
but going home from whence tk ?'. ame to our succour; and therefore must mean it
in respect of us, that it would be fatal when we want _*fncnds to be refused their assist-
ance. They were pleased to call the Dutch a dead weight upon the nation, and I wish
all others that are so had bore them company ; and then, as.we have fewer enemies, by
being well rid of the latter, and so the balance would be egah The libel has yet some
fragments of history to give it a greater currency among the seditious intermeddlers ;
but being nothing to their purpose, I shall not reckon it so much to mine as to answer
them ; for since my whole design was only to expose these lewd iscribblers, I hope I
have done it to your content; and this affair being now amwa‘blz'dctermmed by the
king and his parliaments, nothing more ought lo be added but what I shall ever con~
tend for, viz. a dutiful obedience to our superiors, : kil L

1 have now shewed you the reigning evils of our. present times; give me leave to
acquaint you by what ways and means they are raised and continued to breed disturb-
ances, and then I shall dismiss my reader. . ; £

The spring and progress of all our causeless fears and jealousies, and the unhappy
consequences that have attended them, are owing to the more than ordinary industry
of seditious men’s trafficking for news, and employing a sort of idle peddling people to
range up and down in quest of fresh intelligence, who importune all they meet to con-
tribute to the stock of slandering the government; and if they chance to meet any of
their associates upon the frontiers of their respective walks, they frankly impart what
they have gained to each other, as beggars do their fragments : and seditious clubs are
the common places of rendezyous, where they all unload, and every particular member
partakes of tﬁc Jjoint collections of the whole society, where a sullen grandee of the
wixture will give a guinea for a tale that humours his designs, that will not part with
half-a-crown to pay. his just debt; and by this means all reports fly abroad. with
such winged speed as may flush the party to blazon them in all quarters of the town
and country. = And if they get a story by the end that looks a little a-squint upon the-
court, and yet is not in itself full enough of remark and wouder, the club vamps it
with mew circumstances of their own, alter, improve, and refine it, till they have made
it fo\:‘ ough to blacken the ministry. To this end they vouch it with grave nod-and.
solemn face; they will talk shrewdly, and descant upon it with a thousand.pretty cons
jectures ; they will whisper in your ear some subtle and notable observation of circum-
stances ; and with wise and 1Emlitick forehead will suspect impossible plots upon the
people’s liberties ; foresee unthought-of designs in the court to that purpose, and foretell
strange and prodigious events tbattgﬁg necessarily follow ; till b I:’I ese and the like
arts they make every false report able to walk alone, without the help of leading-
strings, and maintain itself upon its own credit and reputation, till the public voice
confirms it, and then you cannot for shame be so uncivil to demur upon the credibili-
ty of the brute, when it has received such an authoritative sanction. And yet if you
would trace these streams to their fountain, you might as well seek the head of Nilus,
which, though it falls with a mighty torrent, and overflows Egypt with its swelling
streams, you must at last derive its original, as some of the ancients have done, from
the mountains in the moon. So if a man would search for the authors of these mali-
cious, but fabulous relations, he shall be sure to have them fathered upon some very
credible persons without names, who had them from John-a-Nokes, who had it from
John-a Stiles, who had it from nobody. “And if you will observe and examine all re-
ports that bear the mm{a.f. the intermixture, as Chrysippus did the oracular lies of '

e "

lo, you will find, as be did, not onc in five hundred that are.not apparently f
and counterfeit ; and therefore 1 shall "mydc”“"’m"i‘;wm:%; o
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s vl ool For shame, give o'er these senseless lies,
#20m ses r 'Thé very mob sees the disguise

b G A ‘Of your dull shams and fears ;

de b e e In vain you employ them as a blmd,

yil WD {5 Wblle we perceive you have a mind
WO oy £ e + To set: us'by the ears. '

W ¢ . ¢ Britain, whncb doea to Ccsar own
st wianss Her liberty, is“wiser grown,
Vo s Then these stale arts give o'er;
swoae e We know your wry,' distorted faces
Are nought but tricks to get you places,
ol niEdl st = And'wontbebubbled more,
PRI M L RN
i Whlle Casar does the throne sustain,
cwampon ot o You rail at monarchy in vain,
st oo And idly think to rump it ;
sinposey fren.t »nThontgh faction common good pretends,
vt a0 To serve their undermining endg,
i We'll cart their common strumpet.”

A wefu’l shtmnmg of impostors and make-bates, and leaving them in the clouds
they have raised, is therefore the duty of every good subject, lest, assisting the sediti-
ous in their vexatious contrivances against the govemment, you dash upon the rocks
of ‘offence; and ruin your present pretensions and future hopes. To avoid those dangers,
study to be quiet ; continue your allegiance to the king; be obedient to your equals,
and civil to all men. The Lg:nctwe of these virtues will procure Xou friends, and im-
print uhdnf in mhénty t you deserve their favour; it would be the best security
of our: good, and steady government. For there is in every virtu-

nnl nuch a sense of his subjects love and duty, that "twould be an affront
to &:mmty of human Mtnre to suppose t.hat a prince can be severe upon a willing
t people. - *
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g? annot, without hurting their affairs, do what they would, to do what they can ;
and remember the fable of the dog, who lost the substance for the shadow.

Assurances from the non-swearers, the soundest and venerablest part of the English
church, would be of great use at this time, to persuade France to undertake this great

* affair ; for besides their own example at a landing, and their preaching and writing to
the people, that their religion was in no danger, it is most certain they know better
than any others can, what the church of England in general would do for the king’s
service, and they being to run all the hazard, would be better believed at the court of
France than any other, as I found by experience.

As to the catholics and others associate with them, unfortunately for the king, they
were thought to have too much inclination for me, and so have been reckoned as use-

“Jessto the king; but I must beg leave to say, that undertaking was the best feather in
his wing, and was most justly thought so by him, and by the court of France too, even
to that degree, they pretended if this and the other article concerning the clergy could
be made appear, they would concur with the king to invade England. They consist-
ed of seven regiments of horse and dragoons; their arms, trumpets, kettle-drums,
standards, &c. were all ready, and are yet in surety ; their men were all listed, and their

* officers chosen, and they had twenty horses to a troop, which troops lying at a distance

in a horse-country, twenty horses would soon have mounted the rest.

. Those who could not divine the greatness and the use of the undertaking, blamed
the rashness of it ; and even some churchmen have not been disapproven for endeavour-
ing undutifully (because contrary to the king’s written orders) to break the design;
but I desire you now, for all this, to believe, that you have not such another argument
to use to the court of France as this; and if you could make it appear, as it might have
beén' done some years ago, I should have very good hopes of this summer’s work.
Nay, let the king have what other hopes, or even promises, you please from the court

France, this is to be encouraged, and, if possible, to be put in the circumstances it

r if ever there be a landing in England to purpose, it must be before they

red, and they cannot be armed before the parliament come to a resolution

‘the war; and, considering the few troops in England, suppose these men to

r than militia, what a diversion would it be? :

necessary for me to say any more of this article, till I know whether their

s have as good an opinion of this undertaking as I have. If so, I shall shew

ink to be done'in it; if otherwise, I shall save the pains. Ve

he Earl of Arran, it would be of great use to have an understanding with him.
have none where can pry ; his all is at stake, and he ought to be wary

* 1 think it better for the king’s service, that the court-party prevailed in the manner
they have done in the pariiament of Scotland, than that the country-party should have
got their will. Opposition swells the waters to-a flood, and so long as the country-
rty is not discouraged, they gain more ground in the kin¥dom than they lose in go-
Sqlﬁmth: disaffection to the government will increase; and one thay
ion in general, which is of another temper than this pretended parlia-
resbyterian rabble, ill representing the nation. For since even in it -
struggle against the government, what would there be in a free parlia-
 P. of O. durst never hazard to call? :

n, at least a great part of it, being.diwncted to.\'iﬁigim&;emfit

nsequence that E. Arran may know what to do in case of an invasion
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W “The disbanded troops would be engaged, and the officers are wellinclined.

“The places of strength would be secured; and such as can be put in defence (with-
out expences) fortified. ’ ! o LR

"To do all this, at least such a part of them as can be begun with, a small sum will
serve, and he ought to have hopes of it, and of the command. - o :

These being only heads to be discourséd of, and much to be said of every part, it is

 mot to be thought that this letter can carry a final conclusion ; for it magﬂbe upon dis-
_course, I might change my mind, or be more confirmed in, and sce further.” ~ °

his makes me insist again to you, upon two things, as appearing to me absolutely
ssary to put things upon a right foot. \ y i
first is the removing of all impediments out of the way, and sending all suspect-
sersons to Champain or Burgundy, according to their goust. : o
" And the second is of the last use, both to their majesties and the prince, which is the
establishing of such a number, under no qualification, to talk of their affairs in their

esty’s presence, with whom we can freely converse and propose what may be for
their majesties service. ! ‘
As for the first, it will be for the king's reputation, both at the court of Rome, France,
and with all his true friends in England, for many reasons————— B :
As for the second, it is according to scripture, “ In the multitude of counsellors
there is safety.” : :
Nothing is so dangerous as first to determine what one will do, and then hear rea-
* sons against it, and imitate the deaf adder, who harkens not to the voice of the charmer,
let him charm never so sweetly. Reasons against a resolution taken, offend, and the
more force they have, they offend the more; whilst before the resolution be taken,
reason has its effect, and the determinations are not the effects of humour and faction,
~but of prudence and justice. P A Ry
 If in any thing I fail, I'll swear it’s want of understanding, and not of will. 'And I
beg that their majesties may be persuaded, that it is not humour nor vanity, but their
~seryice, I have in my view, who am, - A e ‘ 2
T L S TR Uy I £ R g o0 My dst. br.
AR NN RIS T e e . Most humbly yours.

There are no letters fiom Edélahd; I expect and am P""“‘ g .
1 forgot to tell you, that the conjuncture 0“51:: nt;e? be improven so long as the court
s

of France have the ill opinion of the Pr. of treachery, discovered lately in
their hands. £ A :
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- For the Right Honourable the
- Earl of Perth, Governor to
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An Essay upon the present Interest of England. By George Stepney, Esq. 1701. %o

e

which are. added, the Proceedings of the House of Commons in 1677, upon the French
King’s Progress in Flanders. '

Nnﬁajnt acerﬁm gia non omnibus hag orbis terrarum perturbatione, impendére videatur —Cic, Epist. Famil.
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George Stepney, Esq. of the family of Pendergast, in Pembrokeshire, was son of Sit Thomas
Stepney, Kt. His father resided in Westminster, where Mr Stepney was born in 1663. For-
tunately for him he received his education at that place, where a mutual regard commenced
between him and Charles Montague, Esq.; indeed they were inseparables both there and at
‘Trinity College in Cambridge. The latter, after various state employments, rose to be Earl of
Halifax, and had equally with his friend a taste for letters. Montague, viewing Stepney with
‘partiality, determined to graft upon the writer of some very indifferent poetry the diplomatic
.character. ' Stepney bad compared James II., on his accession, to Hercules ; but the two friends
desgrted tbhe cause of James I1. when William came over, and enlisted under his banner, where
Ahy“mnée_;a‘qqnside(ub]e_ figure. This minor poet was sent in a public capacity to the courts
of the Emperor of Germany, the King of Poland, and the Electors of Saxony, Mentz, Treves,
Cologne, Palatine, and Brandenburgh ; the Landgrave of Hesse ; the Congress at Frankfort ;
and the Stales of Holland. These negociations employed his time from 1692 to 17063 but he
‘hiad been appointed a lord of trade in 1697. There can be little doubt he would have been a

. serviceable subject, having been so much employed, had he lived longer, but he died at Chel-

sea in 1707, aged 34. The poems he published are now little known, and less read. As a states-

~ man he seemws to have had great powers, and was an amiable and accomplished gentleman. Mr

Stepney was buried in Westminster Abbey, where there is a monument to his memory. The

"' same zeal which friendship shewed him living has pourtrayed his character on the marble, with

an attention to dates so numerous and minute as to overlay the inscription, and confound rather

than inform the reader”—Nosug, L. 175,

Tue peace of Riswick had scarce composed the differences of Christendom, when

“ the King of Spain’s sickness, who is at length dead without issue, alarmed it afresh.
The uncertainty of who should succeed to the vast dominions he was master of, some
of which furnish all this part of the world with gold and silver, could not but give
great concern to all his neighbouring states and priuces. = The known competitors for
this great inheritance were the present emperor, the dauphin, and the Prince Edettoral
of Bavaria. The former is b§ all owned to be the next heir male of the house of Aus-

tria, which has reigned in

pain near two ages, and would be allowed, even by the

French, to have an unquestionable title, if the salique law, which excludes females
from the government, were of force in Spain as it is in France. But that wise consti-
tution in the French government prevails not amongst its neighbours, who will blindly
persevere to give France the same advantage over them, which the church enjoys over

the ity

in popish countries, viz. that it may ever be acquiring, and can never alienate.
t of 1t in Spain, will, I fear, cost Christendom very dear at this conjuncture,
ensa door to the French pretensions ; it being well known that the dauphin’s
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" clianiwas by: his mother, who wasida hter to Philip IV, sist gy&‘ cceased king,
- and married to the present ,,.‘,,“8.'_A_M,iplme{ﬁate‘f,‘fae.‘,&f Tenean treaty ; by
which treaty, most solemnly swore to by both kings, the Spaniards thought they had
sufficiently secured themselves from the French domination ; and 45936?‘»;,1 y had,

if oaths or treatics, hitherto accounted the most sacred ties that God could enjoin, or

* mankind could devise, were of any force, For ‘i notorious, that Lewis X1V, and
: *M upo “their marriage ‘,@u{mmmt solemn manner, renounce g(l’.lm,p:g;en,

A :m and their children upon the Spanish inions,
. as no that the same Lewis XIV. did, within these two years, order the
d'Harcourt, his ambassador at Madrid, to assert the right of his son the dauphin
 succession, The accasion for his so doing was, that the Kin o?Spain
Il, declaring the Prince Electoral of Bavaria, the third £~:Lcn er I men~
successor to the whole monarchy. The French ambassador obeyed his orders,
¢ in @ memorial, complaining of it as an injustice done to the dauphin, whom
rted to have an undoubted right to succeed to that crown.. The memorial I
ention the rather, because it shews what a deference his most Christian majesty had
“at that time for the King of Spain’s will. The young prince died soon after, which put
a stop to the French instances, otherwise the peace of Europe might have been disturb-
ed before the Spanish throne had been vacant. His death left the competition. be-
tween the houses of Austria and Bourbon, and all the potentates of Christendom full
of care for this great decision. The boundless ambition of the French king, who has
been long observed 1o aim at universal monarchy, gave the world reason to fear that
he would attempt the union of both monarchies, which, if -corﬁpwd._would make it
very casy to execute the remaining part of his vast grojects. His power, so lately felt
in a ten yearswar, waged against a confederacy of the most powertul states of Europe,
made it evident that the emperor alone would not be able to defeat his enterprise, es-
pecially if we consider the advantages the situation of France gives him over his com-
petitor, whose territories are not immediately contiguous to any part of the Spanish
dominions, whereas France is not only contiguous to Spain, but separates it from the
rest of the world, with no part of which, except Portugal, it can have any commerce
otherwise than msea 3 but the emperor has not a seaport, nor a ship in the world, and
must, therefore, be beholden to others whenever he will attempt any thing upon Spain.
Those others could be only the English or Dutch, they alone being able to cope with
France at sea ; so those two nations seemed to be under a necessary dilemma whenever
the King of Spain should die, either to sit still and see the French quietly take possession
of Spain and the West Indies, or to renew an expensive and hazardous war; unless
some expedient were found out before the case happened, to satisfy the pretenders in
such a manner as should be least prejudicial to ours and the Dutch interest.  Such an
expedient the treaty of partition was thought to be, and, as such, agreed to by France,
‘the Kingof England, and the Datch. The advantages which redounded to the French
by the treaty, which annexed to their crown the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, with
the provinces of Lorrain and Guipuscoa, hesides some seaport towns in Italy, made it
- reasonable to believe they would have stuck to it.rather than have ventured to draw on
- ‘Ihe king, wha bad the interest of England and Holland to manage on this occasion,
was unwilling to engage ‘v in a new war, which they wonld have been neither over-
- willing or able to sustain, if the King of Spain bad died soon after the peage ; and;
dore; thought it-most adviseabie to yield up to France such provinces of the Sp:
uish dousinion as would. be least prejudicial to these nations.  And such, ’tis evident,
 those above-named are, which if any onedoubt, lev him but consider whether. th
gle town of Cadiz in French hands would not prove more destructive to us than all we
~ have named, to nothing of Flanders or the West Indies ; all which, with t ly
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of Sﬁn?iamhwebem secured to the house of Austria no other way than by a war,
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I am pot ignorant that many objections have been made against it; to answer all
which were a proper task for one thoroughly acquainted with all the steps and trans-
actions of that negociation, which 1 profess I am not, and I shall therefore, in vindica-
tion of it, only repeat, that it was designed and calculated purely to preserve the peace
of these countries ; which single argument ought surely to reconcile to it all those whe
were weary of the last war, who complained of the héavy taxes it occasioned, and of

the great debt it hath left the nation loaded with, and who, out of their great tendeys

ness to England, opposing all such equal and easy methods of raising money as would'
have kept us out of debt, took care the war should be felt, lest, said they, the king,
whose ambition and delight was to head armies, might, by the ease he should find in
payiﬂ% them, be tempted to perpetuate the war. g

- 'If then the necessity of our affairs, flowing from the mistaken measures they took in
furnishing supplies to his majesty upon land-banks, and other deficient funds, forced
him to make a peace, which by this treaty he has endeavoured to perpetuate, will they
find faults, and complain of the moderation of a prince, who has done violence to his
~ own martial inclinations for the ease of his people ¢ Or are the gentlemen I speak of on
a sudden become such champions for the honour of England, and the interest of Eu-
rope, as to object that the continuation of a peace should not have been purchased at
so inglorious a rate, as by giving up to France, Naples, Sicily, &c. whereby the balance
of Europe would be greatly endangered, which 'tis our chief interest to support ? If so,
I »heymy'cdngratulate with them their new magnanimous resolutions, which they may
span’ have an oceasion to exert, the treaty of partition being now quite out of doors;
and the balance of Europe in far greater danger by the Duke of Anjou’s accession to
the crown of Spain. '

But ’tis objected, that the danger we are now in is a consequence of the treaty,
which compelled the King of Spain to make a will in favour osfeg’rance. Now, grant-
ing this to be true, I appeal to any reasonable man, whether be ought from thence to
infer, that we should sit still and suffer France quietly to reap the fruit of its perfidi-
ousness.  Does not experience teach us, that measures concerted with the greatest

dence, at least with the best intentions, do often fail of success ? Or shall the false«

ood of our enemies, which has defeated the end of a well-meant treaty, furnish us with
an argument to neglect our own safety ? 1 hope no Englishman will reason so extra-
vagantly, nor be so blind, as to revenge upon himself and his country a supposed mis-
~ management of the court; were it not far better, if on all sides, waving an invidious
' retrospection of past miscarriages, we consulted with as much unanimity as our com-
mon danger requires, what measures are to be taken for our future security *
 That we are in the greatest danger of losing our trade, our liberty, and our religion,
will hardly be denied by any man who will seriously reflect on the consequences likel
to attend the present union of France and Spain, unless he can suppose the FrencK
king’s ambition satiated with this great success; and that as his power to do migchief
shall increase, his ill will to us, aud his hatred to our religion, shall be lessened.  Or
will it be said, to remove our fears, that he shall have no influence on the Spanish
dﬂnns’é!!‘i%ﬁl‘f the interest of France and Spain will remain distinct ; and that the new

king, forgetting his country, his obligations to his grandfather, nay, and his own in-
terest, (forkings and their people may sometimes have different interests,) shall become

] a‘perfect Spaniard, and cultivate the old alliances of his crown? Will the examples of
i % keés of Burgundy formerly, and of the dukes of Holstein, who proved the most

e 3 proois that brothers and kinsmen, when princes, do not agree better than
rangers. - This argument, Lown, may be of force to prove that hercafter the
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emies to the houses of France and Denmark, of which they were descended,
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ench and Spanish branches of the house of Bourbon; if they continue scparated,
y have quarrels and bloody wars. - Nay, 'tis very likely that the descendants of the

Duke of Burgundy (if he have any,) may, after their grandfather’s example, protest
. gﬁm the validity ofhitmnngi;zﬁé@*mbe'm:f: t‘»)f e But 'tis m?l oo
~ that ten years a rent between the g ther and grandson may do our bu-
. siness 4 m&mca-whidiimry f.%r out afterwards between the{wo branch-
‘es of the house of Bourbon will come too late to retrieve our lost religion and liberty.
It behoves us, therefore, chiefly to take care for the present, and to consider whether

»t most likely that nature and education, backed with the strongest ties imagi-

of gratitude to a gnmdfdwr'. ‘who has not stuck at violating two most solemn

treaties,' and hazarding a war, which may prove the ruin of his own country, and to a

- father who has renounced his own right to mdise this new king, will not incline
‘him to have the utmost deference for his benefactors. Or should we suppose him so

~ wery a king as not to be acted by any principles of nature or gratitude, we must be-

ieve him also very blind to his own interest it he does not see that he will for a con-
erable time stand in need of his grandfather’s aid and protection, to secure both
himself and his new dominion against foreign enemies, and those intestine disturbances
which generally attend changes of government in all countries. The fear of the
French arms induced the late king’s council to dictate a will in favour of a Frenchman,
and has compelled the Spaniards to acquiesce in it, and so consequently gives to the
Duke of Anjou’s title all the strength it has: Let that fear be once removed, and 'twill
be impossible for him to defend Milan and Flanders against the emperor, or even the
body of Spain, in the condition 'tis now against the Portuguese. IN: 25
hich makes it evident that he cannot depart from the protection of France with-
out pulling on himself manifest ruin : And the continuation of that protection he will
certainly enjoy no longer than while he deserves it, by the most absolute compliance
with the directions he shall receive from thence. If he prove an undutiful child, and
be refractory, will it not furnish the dauphin with a pretence to assert his own title,
and invade Spain with the whole power of France, while the emperor endeavours to
lop off some hmb? L Sy _

Would he not, besides, cut himself off from all hopes of succeeding to the crown of
France, the prospect of which is not so remote as not to deserve his consideration. The
Duke of Burgundy has no ohildren, and ’tis generally thought in France that he will
have none ; till he have a son, 1 am sure "tis the present King of Spain’s interest to be
a Frenchman, and most dutiful to his grandfather and father, especially since kings are
allowed to have a power of disposing.ﬁf their crowns by will ; and, consequently, that
upon any disgust given his parents, his youngest brother, the Duke of Berry, might be
declared heir to the crown of France to his prejudice, as he has been to that of Spain
to his father's and elder brother’s. o

1t would be a wrong offered to the judgment of any impartial reader, if I should fur-
ther insist on this argument, which but too plainly at first sight evinces the truth of
what.l would assert, to wit, That the Duke of Anjou will enjoy a kingship for some
time purely titular, and be in effect no more than a crowned viceroy to his grandfather.
- Yet if any man require a stronger proof of what I here advance, I send him to the

French king for conviction : His preference of the will to the treaty of partition re-
M‘ the question.  For since ‘tis well known that the strongest lust of old tyrants is
to extend thetr«ég-pogrck empire, and that, notwithstanding he has disdained to ac-
cept of kingdoms, which, 'lxa'dbenng to the treaty; he might have annexed to his
erown, can we suppose that he had less prospect in view than at present to govern the
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whole monarchy of Spain, and of taking such measures as shall hereafter annex that
empire to his own, or at least the most considerable members of it ?

ow if it be granted that he has obtained that end, as it must necessarily be if Eng-

_ land, by acquiescing to the wiil, abandons her allies, and suffers the new domination

of France to take root, let us impartially consider whether, after such an accession of

power to a prince, already too formidable, the loss of our religion, liberty, and trade,

(as I have already said,) does not seem inevitable. Ao

That it is the interest and desire of the French to destroy both the Duteh and us
will easily be allowed, since "tis we who for a long time have checked their pride and
disappointed their ambitious designs. - Our maritime power is terrible to her, nor will
she readily forget the affront received at La Hogue ; besides that king’s affectation to
be the champion of popery, and his usage of our protestant brethren in his dominions;
tell us sufficiently what we are to expect from him. ‘

The same superstitious principle will not fail to make the Spaniards concur cheer-
fully with any measures he shall propese to ruin our trade, which, being the great
source of our wealth, is consequently the greatest support to the protestant religion,
- s0o much abhorred by them, =And what opportunitics they have of doiag if, is but

too obvious to any man that knows what a vast coast they possess in both worlds ; to
say nothing of the Streights-mouth, which, with the help of a French fleet, they com-
mand absolutely. :

Nor is there any thing to hinder the French from monopolizing the wool of Spain,
which would at once destroy our fine drapery, which perhaps is the only considerable
_ manyfacture in which we have no dangerous rival. = What proportion this part of it

to the whole I cannot determine, but certainly it is very considerable ; since,
besides the vast quantities of it exported to Turkey and Persia, we vent considerably
of it every year to Hambourg, Holland, &c. whereas we shall then be obliged to sup-
ply ourselves with it from France for our own consumption.

- Besides, can we doubt that whenever the French shall desire it, the Spaniards wil!
clog our trade to Spain with such exorbitant duties, and give us such other trouble
and vexations, that we shall be obliged to quit that gainful commerce, which will be
engrossed by France, where all the money that comes from America will then centre,
in return for the linen and woollen manufactures it will be able to supply their Indies
and Spain withal. What if, besides these advantages, all the French subjects shall be
naturalized Spaniards, and, as such, have liberty to trade freely from lg:m to the
West Indies? Is it not evident that this single privilege will enable them to under-sell
us, though we should be allowed to trade on our old foot to Cadiz, and that conse~
quently 'twill carry all the treasure of the new world to France z Or can we promise
ourselves the continuance of that most beneficial trade carried on of lale years by con=
nivance from Jamaica, directiy to the continent of their America? Can we, I say, pro-
mise ourselves any indulgencies of that kind from the Frenchified Spaniards, who will
be governors in all their ports? ‘ :

-1 might dwell much longer on this subject, but after what has been hinted, I appeal
to any reasonable man, whether ‘twill not be in the power of the French king to im-
povensh us more by a ten years ;;noe, as things now stand, than ’tis probable a war of
the same continuance would do? = L : ‘
- When this mischief is. f’d{:;g"t*ﬂil!:bb in vain for us to repent our mistaken measures,
+ in having prefeired an ignominious and destructive peace to a war, which might have
been made with advantage, safety, and glory. And if we shall then attempt a war
inst an enemy, whose wealthi will be increased in the same, or a greater proportion
an both ours, and the Dutch will be lessened, "twill be too late, since we shall be des-
ute of those allies we first deserted, and shall have suffered such a diminution of our
er at home, that 'twill then be madiess to provoke an enemy so much above our
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strefigth. “But there is no fear of ot being guilty of such rashness ; we shall then have
" learned humbler thoughts, mdmt ourselves happy if that invincible monarch wil
allow us peaceably to enjoy the product of our own island. But even that will in al

probability be denied us, and the continuance of that inglorious peace, which many are

5& ow so fond of, must be purchased at the expence of our religion and liberty.

‘The abdicated prince will be imposed upon us, and, if we are stubborn, we shall be

used as traitors to God and our lawful king. ey i S
~'That the French king.will attempt to re-establish that family will easily be agreed

f we ‘consider that nothing can be imagined so agreeable to his interest, his resent-
t, his ambition, and his blind zeal for popery.  To his interest, by humbling a free
powerful state, the liberty and flourishing condition of which must be great eye-
res 1o a tyrant who would have-all people as miserable as his own subjects, that they
nay more easily endure their:slavery ; to his resentment aud interest, by revenging
himself upon those who have proved the main obstacle to his long-courted universal

" ‘mionarchy, and who, till they shall be humbled, will continue to be so. His ambition,

*tis well known, was never since his reign so foiled as by his forced compliance to own
our present king, after a ten years war to support King James, whose interest he had so
often publickly declared he would neverabandon. And ’tis new the common discourse
in France, that nothing is wanting to complete the glory of Lewis the Great, .and to
raise his name above Charlemaign’s, but the re-establishment of the King of England.
When, therefore, to these considerations we add, that instigations will not be want-
_ing from Rome to prosecute so pious and religious a work as the reduction of England
to the catholick faith, (for that wise court will not only find its interest by our. con-
version, but will secure the peace of Italy, which is its great aim, by procuring sech a -
diversion of the French arms,) when (I say) we consider all these matters seriously, we
“must be very scepticks if we can doubt that such a design will be set on foot as soon
as there shall be a prospect of its being carried on successfully ; that if as soon as we,
by acknowledging the new king of Spain, and by refusing to assist the emperor in his
Jjust pretensions to that monarchy, shall have forced both him and the Dutch to make
‘the best terms with France for themselves, which, in their forsaken condition, they
can obtain. From that day will cease the confidence so necessary to be kept up be-
_tween us and our old confederates, and we shall stand upon our single bottom, exposed
to the joint attempts of France, Spain, and Flanders, nay, perhaps of Holland too, if we,
by deserting them at this time, shall cither expose them to be conquered, or drive them
0 a necessity of securing themselves from that ruin, by throwing themselves into the
protection of France. f ask any reasonable man, whether it is probable that in such a
condition we can be thought able to withstand their joint attempts, divided as we are
:;_‘ me,“md not so secure of the affections of Scotland and Ireland as were to be
-~ Bo that in our present case I do not take the question to be, Whether we shall have
‘war or peace? but, Whether we shall, with'a good grace, begin a just and honourable
wary with the assistance of powerful allies, or by d ining it shamefully at present, be
_forced in a short time, for our own defence, to inake it with the utmost disadvantage ?
'ﬁh"'xf};@:;t Englishman will readily answer this question wlien so stated, and con-
A ae 1or i 24 . o e il o oiRRE s
. 1tit be objected that the question is not fairly stated, one of these three things must
_be urged aganst the fore ‘ing'varﬁ%jpcnt;'either that France and Spain will not attack
us, cavour to re-esta lu‘hj" ' i'x‘lames and popery's - ¥ ey
econdly, that if they should jfl:l?&y attempt it, E);lgland alone would be able to

' .5-‘:.'"‘,; i nﬂ:ﬂféﬁﬁf' : f i C i A
Or, lastly, that though they shog‘ld Aattack us, we'shall find confederates able and
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*As to the first objection, viz. That France and Spain will not attempt us, I think
enough has already been said to prove, that it is the interest and desire of France; it
remains, therefore, only to consider whether it be not most probable that Spain will
concur to an undertaking so meritorious, according to the bigotted principles of that
people, whose blind zeal will, on such an occasion, be roused and animated by all their
priests, and other emissaries of the court of Rome: Besides, let any man reasonabl
shew how their present king and ministry can deny to France this, ‘or much more;. if
required. It is by France, as we have already observed, that the Duke of Anjou must
reign, his ministry be supported, and their monarchy be protected, all which will make:
their dependence so absolute upon that crown, that they dare refuse nothing ; but ’tis
needless, by argument, to confirm matter of fact; they bave aircady outrun our fears
and jealousies, nay, even the desires and hopes of the French king, who has not at this
time in France vassals more servilely devoted to him, than the Spanish council has shewn
itself to be by its late precipitate measures. g7 e
- The Spaniards will moreover, by so doing, satisfy their resentment conceived against
us for having presumed to divide their monarchy ; for with what disdain and indigna-
tion they received the Treaty of Partition is apparent from the measures they have
taken to elude the effect of it, sinee, to preserve their monarchy entire, they have recei-
ved a king from France, and thrown themselves into the protection of the hereditary
enemy of their monarchy and nation.
2 s J)a.s' now to’ consider the second objection, which I heartily wish conld be made
goo § vig. That England alone will be able to defend itself against the united force of
vange; Spuit &0, Ty L ¥ iy ‘
aveP:: honourable an opinion of my country as any man, and do truly believe,
fhat if by an absolute compesure of our intestine jealousies and divisions, these nations
‘were put in a condition to exert their full strength, they might give work enough to
‘whatever power should dare to invade them. But since such an union and mutual con-
fidence is rather to be wished for than be depended on; and since we are wrangling and
disputing in whose hands 'tis safest to trust our arms, and are only agreed in this, to
‘have neither a standing force nor a well-regulated militia, we can hardly be thought
to be in a good postare of defence. I would not here be mistaken, or thought to be
“arguing for a standing army ; on the contrary, I know that in many ancient govern-
ments the whole body of the people was so trained and disciplined, as to answer all
‘the ends of the best disciplined army 5 and "twere to be wished that the people of Eng-
Jand had virtue enough to put themselves on the like foot, and that our nobility and
‘. gentry, remitting something of their present ease and slothful luxury, would vouchsafe
*ﬂ to be taught themselves martial discipline, and afterwards, with a generous emula-
“tion, wonld instruct others. If such a spirit were once seen amongst them, the people:
would readily follow their example, and it would in a little time be thought no hard-
*ship, nor any way inconsistent with the liberty of the subject, if every man were obli-
“ged to spend two or three years of his youth in qualifying himsell to defend his coun-
‘try ;aahc-swend}bc'ug:hm n the hands of the people, could never be employed tq their
~ disadv. - e, and ‘dnaﬁnn would be secure from all foreign a_t.tcmptﬁ,e since no ;ne-
~my would prove so adventurous as to attack so populous a country as England, where
mqmaq,mu&he a soldier. - But till mem method be taken, I do not think
tis reflecting] upon my country to say, that we should be hardly put to it to defend
selves by our present militia against so formidable an enemy as we shall have to deal
‘with. T ask them, if any prudent man would chuse to hazard all that is dear to him
“upon dubious events, when 'tis in our power, by a tmﬁ,mql\gm, to prevent our
emies, and make their countries the seat 61"‘%, war, which must otherwise be brought
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m&uﬁy‘;‘ valour, and (ﬁsw a5 to repel their first Wlu‘wwmmm
lof us when our trade is (k%wsmuaﬂ mcmght when all the ports be-
tween Ostend and Sicily uhdfébv shut ~against them ? For ’tis certain, ‘that 1n such a
benguncture, neither Pol‘nigd, nor the little Italian princes, will dare to réceive our
ts, when every rp that would pass the Stmﬁts must either fight its way, or pay
‘and when our West ‘India navigations will be rendered extremely dangerous by
* the wmgaofmmof-wn and privateers, which our enemies will be able tb maintain

~ along the vast continent they are masters of in America; when, 1 say, the sinews of
: wmm off by such a dimination, if not a total Joss of our trade, must not our
ime power fall of course, and our island, by consequence, grow every day more
nceless 'ﬁexposed to fresh attempts ? Let us then Jook abaut and see what as-

e find abroad in our dmtrew AR
%' This le: eto the third objection posed to consider, viz. Ti'ut though Eng lmd
sl owledge the new king of gvand refuse to assist the emperor in %m pre-
~ tensions to that crown, we shsﬂ mtﬂntgcdmg, ﬁm.lI confede:lates to assist us, whclt:;
ever mm n shall endeavour to force King James and popery upon us: t
bfwmr will be too easy to be rove%i : Lk

War being in itself an evil, and no. mymﬂemmbh for its own sake, 'twill easily be
granted, that no wise state or considerate prince will engage in‘it, but with a prospect
of shunning er evil, or of gaining some advantage so considerable as to coni-
pensate for dammf which necessarily attends it. * If, therefore, we consider, first,
what advantages the emperor proposes by this; then who will pmbtbly bé his allies
nit, and what motives will induce them to mut him ; and that it be shewn efter-
wards, that our refusal to join with them will defeat all the hopes of  the success they
aim at, it will, T think, follow naturally, that none of them will hereafter be over-for-
ward to undertake for us what we shall now refuse to do for them, especially if the as«
sistance we may hereafter desire of them will no way answer the end the
but, on the contrary, will expose them to far greater hazards than we lgonld now mk
by coming into their assistance.

To begin then, the emperor hopes by a war, with the assistance of his confederates,
toybﬂil monarchy of.gam for one of his sons, a prize certainly worth contending
for.. He hopes in this pretension, to have for allies all those who were guarantees of
the Pyrenean Treaty, that is, most of the princes and states in Europe ; and if the rea«
sons which gave a foundation to that treaty, and particularly to that article of it where
Lewis XiV. and his queen did renounce all future pretensions upon the Spanish domi-
nions ; if, I say, the same reasons spemﬁed in that treaty do still subsist, (which will

hardly be denied,) the empefar seems with justice to. demand of the guarantees that
they will m m« béume treaties of late are found to be
a very w m »m us hat more pcruahr interests ave likely to engage

Mtﬁe whdle'quyoﬁtheempm will assist him
| .ni and to other powers, as their bemggumm.'
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 tees of the Pyrencan Wy, he general interest to keep the balance even, if pos-
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ain by t WQWM ve en Milan wntbmt*aww
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.security of each of them consisting in the obligation they are all under to defend each
part. of the empire, and to suffer no alienation from it, but by their own consent. And
whoever should oppose in a diet their joint endeavours to assert that right, may be put
to the bann of the empire, and be deprived of his estates: examples of which some of
our royal family transplanted there may furnish us with. Some princes of Germany
are yet under stricter engagements to the emperor ; as the King of Prussia and Elec-
tor.of Hanoves, who, in return for their new dignities, have obliged themselves to fur-
nish, on this occasion, considerably more than their quotas. The circle of the Lower
Rhine is highly concerned to keep the French out of Flanders, since the countries of
Liege, Cologne, Mentz, Treves, Juliers, and Cleves would be extremely exposed by
such a neighbourhood ; there being reason to apprehend that the French king would
thereby be tempted to endeavour at making the Rhine the boundary of France, as it
was of ancient Gaul. And if we take a view of the whole empire, we cannot doubt
but "twill act in concert, since all the great powers of it are known to be absolutely in
the emperor’s interest ; and should any petty princes have a mind to gainsay, a majo~
rity in the diet concludes them. i ok lian i

The emperor has great reason to hope, that three other potent nations will assist him
vigorously for their own. sakes, their honour as well as safety evidently requiring it -
All three have been treated by France with so much indignity, their present circume
stances are so much alike, and the danger with which they are otherwise very nearly
threatened is so much the same, that I shall not part them, as I wish they may not se-
parate fromeach other at this critical juncture.

It will easily be understood, by what has been said, that I mean England, Portugal,
and Holland : .over the two last the King of Spain pretends a right of sovereignty, as
the King of France keeps at St Geermains some who have the like pretensions upon us.
The tragc of all three becomes, by this junction, equally precarious ; or, if there be
any difference, 'tis to the disadvantage of Holland, since the French, who are now be-
come their neighbours in Flanders, may with great ease open the navigation of the
Scheld, and restore the commerce of Antwerp to its ancient lustre, to the utter ruin of
the Dutch.

. Holland and Portugal, in one respect, seem indeed to be more exposed to their ene-:
mies than we, since they are upon the same continent with them ; whereas our azure
ramparts keep them at a greater distance ; so that all the reasons urged to make Eng-
land apprebensive of this union, ought more strongly to influence them.. .

_If any man shall object, that the conformity rcligion is- a secarity to the Portu-

ese against the Castilians, let him consider what an inbred hatred there is, and has.
ﬁ:en for some ages, between those nations, and how much the indignation of the latter
will be increased against a people deemed their vassals, for their presumption in having:
concurred with us to dismember their monarchy, and he may then change his opinion..
It seems therefore indispensably to be the interest of these three nations to assist the
emperor in dethroning the Duke of Anjou, since they have no other means to secure
the independency of their governments, The English and Dutch are yet more nearly
concerned, since, upon their refusal, the loss of their religion (which ought principally

- Whetl ;;;‘mmmwgﬂhnm
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of his own wat, and then come or send to our aid, in return for the
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of Savoy we must believe to be very uneasy; and ’tis probable that he

Mm;h an opportunity to declare against France as will not
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, t they will give him any share of their new acquisi-
as the emperor, who is not yet of any thing in Italy, and whose
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aving thus uﬁen ashort view of the great powers. upﬁnrope. and considered whtch
mem wuu be induced to ‘espouse the emperor’s quarrel, and what will be
»’I. eu- mottves or 50 d§ ing, to proceed in myargument, I am to shew, that without the
a - and the emperor and his other confedemu will not be able to coiii-
en pro

i end 1 take to%hc dxspossessmg the Duke of ADJOU of the whole Spanish
monmh ; or at least of Spain, the West-Indies, and Flanders, and placing the arch-
duke in his room, That a war ought not to be undertaken with any less prospect is
émdent from this reason, viz. That nothing less than such a success can answer the
prospect of the confederates ; for so long as the French shall rule in Spain, which
’cnmes along with it the dominion of America, can England, Holland, and
(but Portugal chiefly) think their liberties secure, and their trade not mercly
_ Or so long as the French shall remain in Flanders, will not England and
all the. prmces bordering on the Rhine, think themselves in the greatest

e Commons of England certainly reasoned thus in King Charles the Se-

en so many. addresses were presented by them : And the many mil-
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lows nia ‘that none of them will hereafter be forward to undertake for us, if we
gtand in need of their help, what we shall now refuse to do for them.
~"/Bat because it'may be objected against my conclusion, that resentment and passion
ought not to influence the councils of wise governments, that particular piques are ever
sacrificed to theinterest of state, and that therefore the powers above-named, finding
it to be ‘their interest, may be induced to assist us hereafter in our distress, notwith-
standing the dissatisfaction which our present desertion of them may occasion:
To remove the force of this objection, let us particularly examine what powers 'tis
reasonable for us to expect will engage in our defence. Will the emperor turn cham-
pion for the protestant religion, and the liberty of a people who will have so highly dis-
obliged him, when his hope of preserving the Spanish monarchy in his family by our
assistance will be for ever defeated, which hope was the main reason that has kept him
our ally so long ? Is it not more reasonable to apprehend, that the pope may mediate
an accommodation between him and France, by mtermarrying, or procuring to hint
gerbaps some province, which is more than he can ever, by his own force, wrest from
rance; if he should obstinately make war by himself 7 On the contrary, such a war
:oould rain him, and disable him from assisting us ever, if he should have the will to
T e PR ; i ' . :
+Can any protestant, without horror, reflect on the fatal conséquences which would
-attend such an accommodation ? I shall not, for brevity’s sake, repeat any thing on
that subject, which several pamphlets have already taken notice of, but proceed to
examine from what other allies we may bope for assistance.
As for the protestant princes in Germany, "tis not sure that they will preserve them-
. .« Selves free; or, if they do, is it probable that they can give France such a diversion as
““Wauld be necessary to save us, especially when such an alliance would furnish the em-
peror with a pretence to forward so holy a work as the destruction of heresy, towards
which design ’tis most probable that his zeal and ambition will then direct him, when
his other great hopes are vanished ? :
;é‘;:l'he northern crowns are too remote and too poor to give any timely or effectual
“"Tis highly probable that the Hollanders will be able to preserve their government
no other way than by throwing themselves into the protection of France; and in this
case their whole power by sea will be always ready to act against us at the will of
France ; and their situation will besides cut us off from all communication with Ger-
many. - But if any one can suppose that they will be able to preserve their govern-
ment upon easier terms, it must be so precariously that they will not dare to give the
least jealousy to their watchful neighbour by coming to our relief. =~ =
- From these considerations 'tis, 1 think, evident that if ever we want help, we shall
not find allies able or willing to defend us. But it has been proved in the foregoing
part of this discourse, from the consideration of the interest, will, and power of our
encmies to attack us, and from our inability to defend ourselves, that we shall stand
in:meed of alliance ; therefore the conclusion is too plain, we shall be a prey to,our

" .ﬂ‘ 2y § SRADE y . . s : ;
Having thus, from principles wh me see undeniable, shewn ‘what will be the
ences of a peace r.ruin and destruction of our trade, li-
offer some thoughts concerning a war,
by some to salve all, without
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it 0 be the m’: birth. then, for our seciirity against the dang
we apprehend, that a tmtty M made with France and Spain, wherein it shall be
expressly stipulated, that neither Mm-hau ‘make any innovation, or give t‘he
least disturbance to our trade. On the contrary, ’tis said that France is so desirous to
preserve the peace of Europe, that, rather than disoblige us, ’tis to be hoped they will
condescend 1o make new treaties of commerce with us, more to our advantage than
mvwmh:mw subsist. - It shall be moreover especially provided, that no attacks
shall be made on the Hollanders, who, for their greater security, shall be allowed to
naintain garrisons in some of the strong towns of Flanders, which, being in Dutch
, wil huo many pledges of the punctual execution of whatever shall be agreed
| to enforce the more the religious observation of such a treaty, we are to put
ves in a posture of defendmg ourselves ag&mst any breach thereof which our ene-

oW -_-MM ‘who Yropose this nohle cxpadngnt, T will crave leave to ask one ques-
is, who shall be guarantee of such a treaty ? It must either be God or man.
Bq“fﬂu ¢ ,vpuld have accepted of God Almighty for guarantee of their treaties,
or be bound by the reverence which even heathens pay to oaths, they durst never have
broke the Pyrenean Treaty, which perhaps was the most solemnly and religiously co-
veaamad af, y that history mentions. From their violation of that, and, I believe,
, of all those ever made by their present king, ’tis manifest that the
ﬂ exclude God Almighty from being guarantee of their treaties.
- If man shall be guarantee of such a treaty, I demand who this man, or men, shall
be? Will the emperor be one? But by the very state of the question we are supposed
to have deserted im: md his interest, wd to have left him to shift for himself the.best
he gan. Without him, is there a power in Europe sufficient to give the law to France
- and Spain united ? Or, granting there be, shall we be sure that all the princes who
- must compose such a guarantee, will, on a sudden, reconcile their different interests,
_and engaﬁ themselves in a war to make it good, purely for the sake of two nations
- who will have set them a pattern to slight such engagements, by having so readily ac-
quiesced in the notorious indignity so lately put upon them ? Is it not therefore evi-
dent, that such a treaty will enly expose us to the derision of our enemies, who, having
thus clinched the first trick put upon us by a worse, will have reason to make sport of
our fond credulity. -
Ap to putting oumlves in a_posture of defenco, it can only mean increasing our
forces by sea and land; that is, putting mrselveu to near the same expence which
would defray a war, to do nothi
‘To evince more fully the um:gimy ofmn . such project, and o shew, on the con-
tmg, ‘how subservient it would prove to the duigm of those who mean to introduce

0, m:mdu, and for argument’s sake, I hope I may be allowed to do.
et us suppose then that me ever watchful and ready to promote its interest in
: ought it admabie to ent«tm emmm« SWoek ua.

, Ime. thkemhﬂhs o
X mlu, to prepare the way for King
+d rrupted witl FMM or acted

ry and slavery, 1 will beg leave to make one supposition, which, for the better in~
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po;%mﬂf . of the King of France, shewn by his willingness to purchase the peace of Res.
wick at a very dear m,fmish'm.bvyﬁh specious arguments to 'pvove’tfm we have
nothing to, fear from an old prince, abandoned to the counsels of an older woman ? If
these or the like arguments failed of success, would they not endeavour to beget in
people a diffidence of his majesty, by insinuating that we know not what secret prac-
tices have been. managed between him and France ? or how far both kings are agréed
to enslave all Europe ? That a sham war is necessary to blind folks, and to get a stand-
ing ‘army, which is still the bottom of this whole design. bt e
b ehimeras, whispered with a seeming concern for the liberty and good of Eng-
land, might deceive the unthinking. But if any such emissaries, as I have supposed,
should have had so much art and dexterity as to get access to his majesty’s person and
councils, how is it probable they would then direct their batteries ? b R
If they bhad not to do with a prince whose great wisdom makes him as uncapable of
mistaking his own and his people’s interest, as his high spirit makes it impossible that
he should ever condescend to any measures that might lessen that glorious character
he is 50 justly in possession of, they would certainly advise such a treaty witht France,
and boldly press to have the Duke of Anjou owned King of Spain immediately. ‘Their
advice might be enforced by creating a%ena of the parliament’s readiness to vin~
dicate the honour of his majesty, and to provide for the common security ; which dif-
fidence might be founded on this false ground, that because the Comnions of England
would not in time of peace keep up standing armies, nor overlook the many abuses put
upon his. majesty by hungry courtiers, who wanted not a stomach to swallow all the
estates of Ireland, if their rapine had been tolerated : it should therefore follow, that
« .the same Commons would not take greater care to prevent King James’s making grants
“otdll the estates in England ; or that the same zeal that moved them to take such wise
precautions to-prevent our own kings from bringing in slavery upon us by standing
armies, would not warmly inspire them with such vigorous resolutions as may disap-
point our enemies, who would foree it upon us from abroad. :

If, by such misrepresentations of English parliaments, a jealousy of them could once
be raised, more troops, and a treaty with France, were a ready salvo; nor would there
be wanting precedents in our own history to back their advice. 23

Bat his majesty’s sublime genius being such as would certainly awe the most impu-
dent and corrupt counsellors from proposing such wicked and shallow measures, and
which proved so fatal to his predecessor, let us consider what other mischiefs their swr-
reptitious favour might enable them to compass. Why, we may be sure they would

ect popularity, by talking against taxes, and arguing against the necessity ofa war,
which would have this good effect, that the multitude, judging of the sitaation of
affairs by the countenances of those who were at the helm, and finding all abeut court
- serene and unconcerned, would conclude they were in no danger, which mistake they
might be confirmed in by the unshaken and smd&tmpm of his majesty, whose mag--
nanimity, so often tried in great adversities, might, by the unthinking, on this occa-
sion, be misconstrued as a certain symptom of security ; whereas, it seems to impor
exvremely; at this juncture, that people be made thoroughly acquainted with their dan-
Jest by seme | : reci resolutions, they put it-out of their power to
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levity of mavkind, that groundless suspmons are often mewed as
d should the pensioners above mentioned prove so industrious and suc-
tzlwplaccs of greatest trust filled with men, who thought their rightful
vd sea, whose nice consciences could never be reconciled to bl:'gre
e, and who were known enemies to those popular principles, which
; found;uon to our present gavemmcnt, and by which alone it can, for
porte Tk " TN
uch unexpected measures seem to authome very extravagant Jealausxes,
 pot startle men th&m affected, by making them apprehensive, that
%.rgam were drivin as our histories give us an example of in ing
the fearful pradence of many rich men: incline them in such a
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e not want.l exampho of men, who even, during a war, have
Pf ate me- oe wni the enemies of their counuy) and would not the
de, judging i abandoned by those from whom it expccted protection, be
waﬁhout opposition to wait for a new revolution ? :
that men paid from France, and directed from St Gerqmns,& would use
 like .10 bring about their wicked purposes, it is certainly incum-
Engl' ‘ Vparh.ament,@y &akmg oppqsxte measures, to leave no room for such
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pvision be not made at their next session, will not our enemies both at
‘and abroad look upon such an omission as a tacit indication, that the nation is
prepared to receive a prince that shall be nameless ? And would not such a delay prove
b ';Ewswwﬁwmg&al consequence to us, than the King of Spain’s will did to that
_country,as that our religion runs the greatest of hazards by sach a turn?
1 know. there are some, who would be thought protestants and freemen, who fon

ek )

‘themselves, that a boy banfs

flatter the nished by England. almost as soon as born ; who wi
his milk sucked in popery, and an aversion to England, which have been strongly in-
“culcated into him tiil the age of thirteen by two most zealous, stubborn, and revenge-
- ful parents, will forget that his greatsgrand-mother and his grand-father had their heads
~cut off by the people of England; that the same people have twice forced his father
into exile, ‘deposed him, and reduced himself with both his parents to beg their bread
“in a foreign country ; that, I say, forgetting all this, and laying aside all thoughts of
“promoting the same religion, and the same sort of government he has been taught in
rance, he will prove a defender of the protestant faith and the liberties of England.
" Men so infataated, God only can restore to their right senses by restoring him they .
~wish for: Unless the sins' of this nation should so far provoke divine vengeance as'to
“bring such a revolution upon us, I despair these men can ever be persuaded of the ne-
* cessity we are under to entail the ciown of England upon protestants.
“" But lest any man of principles quite opposite, should be made a tool to them, and
“join with them ‘in opposing the settlement of our succession, I beg leave to address
“myself to such as imagine, that when our present settlement is run out, a common-
“wealth may be set up, and are therefore against enlarging it. Their hopes 1 conceive
« 1o be ill founded for the following reasons : . 4
hﬁrsrt;' Because there is'a great majority against them throughout the people of Eng-
“land, nine in ten of which are for sticking to the ancient constitution.
* "Secondly, Because there are not ten common-wealths-men in England agreed upon
any scheme or plan of government, for which reason ’tis impossible they should ever
-aect with so much steadiness and unanimity as would be requisite. This truth is mani-
~festly confirmed by the experience of that variety of §OVemmems which were set'up
~ successively after Cromwell’s death ; and which all ended in bringing in King Charles
- the Second of pious memory. : : i
“+"Thirdly, Because their adversaries would act in concert, being united under one head ;
“and whatever may be objected against monarchy when settled, ’tis certainly, in tarbu.
~“lent times, the government most likely to prevail. ' s
* " “Fourthly, 1f by a common-wealth they mean a free government, and would be sa
tisfied with the thing, though it want the name of republick, "tis far more probable to
% attain that'end by settling the succession, than by any other way ; since it may be
o ‘such limitations as will abundantly secure our freedom. ’Tis therefore to be
present parliament will take this matter into their serious consideration,
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say, that it nearly concerns | now %Itnﬂ om&‘thﬂéi
e King of France's viol ity of Part wﬁ,mmwmmmd
‘ men, who are of ary opin on; becanse, say they,
: g it. But of such I will ask, wheth ough it
'he parhamtnt, the King of France would have had greaﬁer regard to
that France could not reasonably conclude, ‘but that it would meet
grdb*atnon, which’ ought certainly to be uuppmed, till the legislative
ed otherwise, it is é’wddn’ﬁ, she oﬂ'elvd the highest affront to tbe
his chsty ALY ® £ A SHSERE I CRLC v AT A QAR LT AR o
ted, that it would be of a ve ewl con!equence, ‘that the nation’ sbauld
o make good, at the expence of English blood and treasure, all such trea-
ure kings may make, to the disadvantage of England ; and that therefore we
are t ) far 'her concluded by them, than our parliaments shhll ‘judge them to be
for the honour and advantage of the ublick ; 1 answer, That fio nation we shall treat
with will, for the same rtason,“ﬂmik“gsclf bound by any thing stiptlated with us, since
they shall be bréésed to execute any treaty, which they shall-think to their
disa ge, they may with truth object, that obligations, tobe of force, ought to'be
- mutual ; whereas they can “have no security of a compliance on our side, since ’twill
‘ ; r of aparlnﬂnent to dlsable our king from: perfoa'ming his part of the

f it _b '-fmm hence mferred that all treatles made between ‘us andmber nahtms slg-

nify just n thmg, it belongs to our legnslators to ‘consider whether this be one'of the

many defects in our constitution, which “tis their’ province to remedy ; some provision

‘against such cases for the future, is certainly more consistent with their wisdom at this

dapggr us coq;uncture, tbqn unseasonable cavils agamst thegrerogatwe of a prince who

has alread g done so m*nch to better our constitution ; that twill visibly be no fault of
et

eflﬁé r;i;d it nét ‘brought to the greatest perfection’ tis. capable‘ Gf be-
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 religion and liberty.  And we, good-natured people, shulrlet‘ the
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mmmmmm 70,000 men, to ninety-six thousand, of which sevent
ousand wi Mmgfoﬂd offensively against France and in Ital(;. The remamde{
“with-the mili is eredntm%:ggmtrm, being a force more than sufficient to guard
#ﬂm frontiers. And we are li umred that a fund for the maintenance of them
¢ !}bﬂmq s = T e et »""J,’}
% ] sed to. m with leu.bhan sixty thousand men g.f we con-
. wg m many great princes of it are under strict engagements to the emperér and
! ﬁnm. as tbe Elector Palatine, with all his ecclesiastical brothers, are most nearly
.concerned to.remove the French from being their neighbours in the Spanish Nel,h: -
lands. . The King of Prussia and the house of Lunenbourg alone are known to keep in
P&J marﬁfty thousand men. It will thérefore easily be allowed me, that if the whole
ire wnll« exert its utmost strength, it may bring into the field a far greater number,
an there is no doubt but upon any emergency it will. = But I would be now under-
stood. to speak only of such a force as will be constantly kept on the enemies frontiers
ready for action, besides ,;hc garmons which every prince will be careful to provnde
for his own secu
i The, Dutr.Q have Ba.d qn fopt ever since the pe&ce, forty thousand men, “old trodps,
'thb, by ﬁlhagwegp their regiments as they were in time of war, will in six weeks time
; mxt‘y thousand as good men and as well officered as any France can oppose to
them. - If that number be not thought sufficient for their defence, it is reasonable that
-England should assist them with a body of twelve thousand men at least, or money to
pay such a bady ; or, by increasing our own naval force, and taking upon us a greater
share oﬁﬁae war by sea, than was done last war, ease them@f $0 considerable an ex-
_ pence as may be equivalent to such ora greater number of troops, which by that means
th - may be enabled to pay.

Thus we have already teckoned up above 200,000 men, agamst which France, if it
‘mean to have any success; must have at least as many to oppose. For we have not
,found,zdunng the last war, that she ever boasted of any advantage got over the con-
fgde;acy with inferior numbers.

1f, besides these, the King of Ponetugal be ass:sted by the confederacy, and that to
the ),000 men, which at least he is allowed to have on foot, 15,000 either Germans,
English, or Dutch (though possibly popish troops would be most acceptable in that
country), be added and commanded g; the archduke in person, whom with such an.
army it must be our care to transport thither, let us cousnder how Spam; mll be able
-to oppose the impression sach a force would make.
-+ He that would form a just estimate of the power and wealth of Spaid at thxs time,
' md only to consider that Ceuta has been besieged near ten years by not above five or

-six thousand rascally Moors. 'Tis true, sometimes. there has been a greater force be-
fore it, but the greatest part of e time, the besie ers have not exceeded that number.
- And, to defend the place, Spain did within these four or five years desire the assistance
of Bcrt a},,mhwh sent some companies thlther, but they aoon rctumed home, half
tiug WM% £;hg ad n promxlcd.
' , we shall find a town of tbat xmportance ta-
t never was so, properly speaking, the
vest it, nor Q.o lunder succours and re-
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- T answer, That till he could be secure that England and Holland, who alone can
assist him effectually against Spain and France, would engage heartily in such a wat,
twas the most advisable course he could take to court an enemy he could not singly
- deal with.  But we cannot believe but that a prince, who passes in the world to have
~ courage, must be highly provoked by the slur lately put upon him by the French, who
having omitted no arts to engage him to be a guarantee of the treaty of partitions and

; mzmedhun Badajos and Alcantara; two Spanish towns on his frontiers, have. thus
sely tricked him. The interest he has besides to secure his crown to his descend-

ants, is an invincible argument for him to oppose the present union of France and

sp;;gr*as high a conceit as the Portugnese have of their own valour, they cannot be so
extravagant as to think themselves an equal match to Spain, when it shall be govern-
ed by a wise and active prince, backed with the fleets and armies of France. The ease
with which Philip the Second conquered them, and the assistance they stood in need
of from France and England to support their last defection from Spain, though Spain
- was then engaged in a war with France, and that Catalonia was revolted at the same
time, make it evident that their great security consists in having for their neighbour a
King of Spain, 'whbo shall always have such a jealousy of France as may divert him
from the thoughts of reducing Portugal, and against whom they may be sure to be
assisted by France, if he should attempt it. Which whether they are to expect here-
after, it behoves them to consider now. ,

' But is it not far more probable that the King of France, whom we may certainly
conclude resolved never to part with Flanders (even though we would suppese him will-
ing to part with the body of the Spanish monarchy) will propose the conquest. of Por-
tugal for an equivalent to the Spaniards ; such an expedient wi]l seem agreeable to the
interests and inclinations of both those crowns. For France has for some ages looked
upon Flanders as a province dismembered from its patrimony, as it really was by the
Dukes of Burgundy, and it has been long aiming to re-unite it. And as for Portugal,

its situation contiguous to the body of Spain, makes it of greater consequence to that

- mation, than a province so remote and exposed as Flanders. Besides, they will be pleased

with the thoughts of humbling, by the help of France, these proud vassals they have
ever hated, even more than their Dutch heretick rebels. Their having lately added

Portugal to the title of their new king, contrary to what was practised by, his prede-.

“cessor, and the arms of Portugal having been in some scutcheons lately quartered with
those of the other kingdoms of Spain, do suficiently tell the Portuguese how the Spa-

. niards are inclined to them. - . . T s,
' These considerations seem then to put it out of dispute, that the Portuguese will not.

Y e

: ) a service, that he will never have any desire to hurt them ;
ho, should he prove ungrateful, will not have it in his power, since France will be
eady to hinder such an increase of dominion as Portugal would be to the arch-
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ngery.mall resource for the future in a country so:much exhausted by

- What has stood him in greatest stead for some years during the last war was the
~ capitation, which brought him in above three miilions sterling yearly, and which he
- must again have recourse to: But how grievous an imposition that was thought; and
- bow ruinouys it must prove to his country, if he should be under the necessity of con-
tinuing it but a few years, I appeal to any who have been there, and heard the heavy
complaints it occasioned. ~But a stronger proof cannot be required to shew how
destructive the continuance of it would have proved, than that the king took it off’;
for his most Christian majesty has generally been observed to lay as great a load on
his people as they could bear. Since then he was pleased to ease them of this tax, when
he wanted not so specious a pretence to continue it as the great debts he had contract-
ed, we may be sure he knew it could not be done without utterly ruining and disabling
them to pay at all. 1 i
_ Having thus briefly touched upon the present condition of France, and having a lit-
tle before shewn that France, if it will make a successful war, will, besides the neces-
sary garnsons of his sea-ports, be obliged to maintain 247,000 men, viz: 60,000 against
the forces of the empire, 40,000 against that part of the emperor’s troops whieh will act
on the Rhine, 72,000 against the Dutch, 30,000 against the emperor's army in Italy,
and 45,000 in Spain : 1f; besides, attention be made to what has been said concerning
the prodigions expence of his last Italian war, which he must again renew, and to
~ the reasons there are to believe, that the war he must make in Spain will be liable to
:iﬁg‘ same and. g:;ggter inconveniences, since the seat of war will be three times at least
more remote from his frontiers than Piedmont was, will not the greatest partizan of
France own, that here is. work enough cut out for that great monarch, who must im-
mediately raise or hire at least 100,000 men, and equip out a prodigious fieet? Or, if
be ,;w,ill.ffe;aqqg the expence of naval armies, he must considerably reinforce all his sea-
_ port garrisons, and have a very great number of men to guard his coasts. =
~,Then if it be true that his ordinary revenue fell short.one million sterling of main-
taining the ordinary expences of his government, and of 120,000 men, must not - that
. million be made good, and must not near 200,000 landmen more, besides his fleet and
- the other necessary expences of a war, be defrayed out of the capitation, and out of
‘such money as be must borrow ? But out of the capitation, supposing that it may
n raise three millions, there can be applied but two millions towards these vast ex-
ordinaries, which, if, by a modest computation, we shall reckon at six millions ster-
5, it is evident that he must every year contract a new debt of four millions sterling,
ides a growing interest, which, added to his already immense debt, must in a few
ears absorb the greatest part of his revenue in interest. - Sy iRk Yy
I know, beobjected, that the last war has shewn his power to be matchless ;
en maintained 400,000 men by sea and land ; why, therefore, may he not do
h t very reason, because a man who has but one thousand
ears together spent two thousand pounds yearly ; dqes it
y.dlo so ten years longer? States in this resemble private
le time expend more than'tis possible for thewr sub-
‘nay, must, inevitably be ruined. And that a state
ficiently witnesseth, which'had ouch a fund of wealth
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«neve up dike France to

A to the m&mmty»of «m ith lh ~and far thnt tm qu‘fgmﬁ;‘p'a;g-
W with ease, get rid of a far greater debt than it now owes.. Whereas I'rance, un-

- lessat shall by ont'mwﬁﬁty get the West-Indies, will never be'able to pay its princi-
al debt; but ly inerease it toits utter ruin, if we neglectnot this favourable oppor-
y g her. before the monarchy of Spain, which is at present a burthen to

led as to make their muted power irresistible. 4

s been said 1 leave lt-tb my reader to draw conclnslons, being unwxl-s -

bis judgment.conc the success of a'war carried on in the manner -

is own sagacity cannot but suggest to him many reflections to the ad-

d,which ‘are naturally deducible from the foregoing discourse. I

eréfore hasten to the conclusion of it, and only take noucc of the most maﬁenal

ns ‘which can be made agnm’st a war, Viz. W i

‘Either the necessary expence twill duw on us, or the prejudlce we may sustain by
the interruption of our trade.

.To the first I answer, that in the manner it has been proposed that England shall
make a war, we may do it at an annual expence, at most of one million eight handred -
;;i;ﬁﬁy thousand pounds more than' would mba:i‘mdl‘mnd For'we will take it

./ o m%a‘w ‘remain.in peace, we it necessary to maintain

& ’u“mg!ut a sea as was done the first year after the ‘peace; 'thnt ‘would cost

: 3 hundred thousand p s, to which if we shall add one million two hundmd
_ thousand pounds for the war, *twill abundantly strengthen our fleet, especially if we

" consider that out of the:forces now on foot in tha thiree kingdoms, eight or ten thou-

sand men may be kept-on board it, which will save the expence of near such a num-

~ berof seamen. - The aid proposed to be given the Dutch, whether in men or money,

- orintaking uponus a greater proportion of the war by sea, will come within 200,000/,

~ The addition -w“ﬁrmﬁm u‘; the three kmgdoms,fto fill - le re %vml;‘ents toa
Mmpimmt.m - be limited to 150,000/ And if, besides all this, lt
isite to ﬁmﬁnﬁv 800,000L yearly to enable the K.mg of Portugal and ar h-
u mies on their weak side, this whole additional expence will
000/ Mm&glmd be not better able to bear than it has~
France can, the necessary annual extraordinaries of 66 ,000, 0001,
mmmr fomhtwb ny let thc lnost pamal F renchman dq-

Enghthman !ﬁﬂ ﬂﬁtk thesprcmatnon of his r

‘ ‘at_this rate. Such.an undervaluing of 1
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will suppose our maritime affairs to be well mariaged. The war we '
‘be altogether by sea, and consequently implies a necessity of our ha-
er a strong fleet in the Mediterranean, to harass our enemies there ;

m
why, then, our traders thither may not be protected by that same force, I cannot see.
And if strict prohibitions be made against any ships going thither, but under the con-

~ voy of our men of war at set seasons, 'tis probable much fewer will be lost than were
‘during the last war; for the convenience of being sheltered in Spanish ports pmﬁ*
temptation then for many merchant ships to run without convoy ; whereas none will"
now be so adventurous as to hazard a run to Turkey or to Italy along so vast a tract of
an énemy'’s coast. Our trade to Spain itself, which I own to be very considerable, will
indeed be at a stand, till the success of our confederate armies and fleets re-admit us

thither ; but then a moderate strength, well managed in America, will abundantly com-

pensate for that loss, gt i B
Whoever knows the weakness of the Spaniards in those parts, and remembers that
Pointi, with a handful of men, took Carthagena, a well fortified town, and which had
five times the number of men to defend it that he had on board his ships, cannot deny
but there is a plentiful harvest for whoever can send a good fleet to gather it. If we
take care to have a'force in those seas superior to the French, our plantations are so
conveniently situated, that not a galleon coming or going can escape us. How much
such an interruption of all commerce thither would distress Spain is apparent, and it
robably might be none of the weakest reasons to incline that people to side with us.
¢ The wealth we shall thereby acquire will not only defray the expence of the force
~ we shall maintain there, but, with good management, may go a great way towards the
charge of the wholé war : and "twill be the fault of our commanders if all the French
colonies there be not rooted out, which, for these reasons, we ought chiefly to aim at.
1st, It will greatly weaken the French power at sea, by destroying so great a nursery
of their seamen. 2dly, We shall lose a dangerous rival in our sugar trade as well as in
somwe others, which they have common with us by means of their colonies in the South-
n Isles. 8dly, This will very much increase our trade in Africa for negroes, and ruin
the French: For every one kmows that none can carry on a trade for negroes
ut such as have "a.fobﬁngin America. The consequence therefore of our expelling the
French will be, that the Spaniards must depend absolutely upon w&v&mwmg
without which their mines will be barren. Besides that, our power being freed from
~ such a rivalship, will be so much superior to any thing in those parts of the world, that
~ the Spaniards can have no balance nor force there to protect them against us: w%
 for fear of their Plate fleets, and of their very empire in America, ‘twill be always in.
ywer to obtain greater privileges from them in our trade thither than any other:
could pretend to, for which reasons I submit it to every Englishman, w
ght not to be one of our great aims, by this war, utterly to extirpate the French
verica? Such aun undertaking will appear more feasible, if we consider that
i as to deprive the French from any assistance from the Spani-
¢ be di :i consenting to a neutrality with all the Spanish-
) they shall, during the war, allow us a free trade

the
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specially whes :
to which of the princes con-
die: - In such an un nty,
easures as will bring security and
o us from such a neutrality appear to be
. And should that method fail, we
heir not accepting of it, and by
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the d!ngeﬁ of the power of France 3 and to desire his majesty, by such alliances ns
~his majesty m thinik fit; to secureshis kingdoms, and quiet the fears of his people,
 and for tlmymm‘ﬁtmn and securing of the Spanish Netherlands.
March the 10th, Mr Powle reported from the committee the following. address, which
wu pmeaud, read and agreed in, nemme coniradicente.

e *v i i M‘Wﬁlu“yow M ’ R *f,‘ (‘E‘Tﬂ .«»:A".‘

© We your mijesty’s most gimhech, the km#atg, citizens and burgesses in par
e :t‘smblcd, find ‘ourselves obliged in duty and faithfulness to your majesty, a
“in discharge of the trust reposeéggnm by those whom we represent, most humbly to
| ﬁ'a"i:iourm”esty 's serious consideration, that the minds of your majesty’s people
~are much disquieted, with the manifest danger arising to your majesty’s kingdoms hy
the growth and power of the French king ; especially by the acquisitions already made,
-and the further progress likely to be made by him in the Spanish Netherlands, in the
- preservation and security whereof, we humbly conceive the interest of your majesty,
~~and the safety of your people,.are highly concerned ; and therefore we most humbly
- ' beseech your majesty to take the same into your roy al care, and to strengthen yourself
- with such stricter alliances, as may secure your majesty’s kingdoms, and. preserve and

S secuﬂl!1 the ﬁ m:m aud thcneby quiet the minds of your majesty’s people.
- 'Fhat the concurrence of the lords be des:red to the said address ; and that Mr Powle
# fdogo up to the lords to desire their concurrence.

‘And upon the 15th of March. the lords sent word, That they had agreed to the ad-

drcss, and that his majesty had appointed both houses to attend him, to present their
. address to.morrow,«u three of the clock in the afternoon, in the banqueting house at
W hitehall. - ;

- ‘March the lﬁth The addrcss was presented to his majesty by both houses.
% And March the 17th, Mr Speaker reported to the house, that according to the cr-
: udat -and command of the house, he had attended his majesty in presenting the address ;
A vand that the lord chancellor having introduced it with a short pseface, and then read.
; xz, ms maJesty was. pleaed to rctnm hu answer to this cﬂ'ectq

: My Lardt md sz‘icnmz, i e ;
»I am of the opinion of my tonouselof Parhamént, ﬂl&t the conservation of ‘I'Tin-
" ders is of great importance to England ; and therefore I assure you, Lwill use all means
for the preservation of Flanders, that can possibly. consist with the peace and safety of
sn thc kmgdom.

o March the 19th, A. motwn bemg made for a farther address to his majesty, to enter
;t‘«qgg;fwt ;nd speedy *aumeq with the confederates R T
& " > AQ{ sy &AL

ﬁﬁzh, The house then proceedgd um'g)e Mtte of' the mo-
, ajesty, to cmct mto a-,, e sgn%t a},hance with

"i_img;my vmglum assur if (in pur-
is majest ,;.?oq;m houses) his majesty shall find
i M}ﬂ fuuy aud h%qgsty from tnm.
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“Ar &m mplore"ym nqnuy That you
wou!d be to take timely care to wmg those dangers that may arise to these
y the great power ofdveMA g, and the progress he daily makes in
‘!%tha‘lands and other places. And therefore that your majesty would not defer
"lké ‘entering into such alliances as may « ‘those ends; and in case it shall
‘that, in pursuance of such alliances, your majesty shall be engaged in a war with the
French king, we do hold ourselves obliged, and do with all humility and chearfulness
‘assure your majesty, that we your most loyal subjects shall always be ready, upon your
ification thereof in parliament, fiilly, and from time to time, to assist your majesty
with such aids and supplies, as, by the dmnc assistance, may enable your maje-ty o
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W  the direct and unavoidable ence thereof,
i Tlu;g the consadcrat;on of war was most proper for the kmg ‘who had mtelhgenee
of f : ) Ntb&’dfhma Tmplbpis v liintpecs ) 42

ng touﬁth’ing’&qtﬁy to incite the king to l’war.

“Wh&thﬂr erchan ! effects would be presently ‘seized by the French kmg
in hi m%‘yhemid acquire the value of, 1t may be, near a
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P On the oﬂzer szde it was said,
That they dﬂ’ not addreas for making war, but making leagues, wh:ch mlght be a
i means to prevent war,
.. That the vay to p;eu&vga peace, was to be in a preparation for War. :
ing a war .hggkh ensue thereupon, as was not unlikely, yet that would
- in.conclusion ; for it must be agreed, that 1f the power, of

: were . , and brought to a more equal balance with its nerghboun,
we. mmaﬂ’ght or submit first or last, -
o That it vmcmly the fate of those that kept themselves neutral, when theu'
e n?hboumm at war, to become a prey to the conqueror.
< AT never was the critical _season to make war upon the French, whilst we
0 Mﬁz:hﬂ?meat auxiliary conjunction ; and if it were a dangerous and formidable
_ uthing to éncounter him now, how much more would it be so when this opportunity

5 ithe confederacy disbanded, a peace made on the other side of the water, and
we. le&,abuc,to withstand him single.
:mTha.t .85 to his seizing our merchants effects, the case was the same, and no other
“now !hm tt noukd be thtee yelq hence, or at any time whensoever the war shall com-
»menc& fitnemdabn v e
. That as to our plantatlons and our traders, we must consider, though the French was
,-’owerfu%. e was not omnipotent, and we might as well defend them as the Dutch do
theirs, ds, convoys, &c. and chiefly when the French have so many enemies,
‘and we mve so many friends, as no other time is like to afford.
‘That they were sorry to hear we bad no ships, stores, &c. equal to the French, and
“to our occasions, and hoped it would appear to be otherwise.
1 That the season was not so far spent mhata ‘competent fleet might be set out this
summer, and that however deficient we mlght be in this kind, the Dutch were forward
«;mdqu,dy to make an effectual supplement in that behalf,
That howsoever ill and false some men might esteem the Dutch, yet mterest wiil
" not lie, and it is so much their interest to confine and bring down the French, that it is
-not to be apprehended, but they will steadily adbere to. every friend and every alliance
+they shall join with for that purpose. .
t however cross and diverse the seggral confederates and their interests were, yet
" a common alliance. may be made with them against the French, and as well as they
~ +have allied themselves together, as well may the allxance be extended to another, to be
added to them, viz. The King of England.
'+ That a numerous and vi nforom conjunction against him, is the way to shorten the
. work, whereas, if he should bew:eﬁer attack us singly, he would conlinue the war on
- /us as long as he pleued, till he pleaaed to make an end of it and us toget.her, by our

estruction,
hat if now we should neglcct tomakc alhances, \vehad no cause to e;pegt to have
friend, when the anch should make § be) ond sea, and single us out for con-
1 all that are conjoined against the . tovoked and dlsobhgm y
;be tn mh& of English, Scoﬁch, and, re which haye served, and do
‘and it was proyed at the bar of t mkgu;e mthm.ﬂn&fortm
*levned in Scotlagd and sent tathc E’rench service in Jan
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inducement and argument to incline their rtpresen&bvaww
That it had been made appear, and that in parliament, that upon the ba ;
French trade, this nation was determined yearly nine hundred thousand pounds, or a
\ﬁﬂhon, the value of the goods meorteJMique, annually so. much exceeding that
- of the goods exported hence thither ; whereby it is evident, that such a Mlm
treasure and money of the mation was yearly exhausted and carried into France, an
all this by unnecessary wines, silks, ribbons, feathers, &c, The saving and retrench
g which’ expcnce aud cxbanstnon, will in a great degm serve to mamtanh}ﬂu,cbqge
a war' i -l ¢ t(’f,ﬁ‘q
‘That the prescnt was lhc best time for cbe*punpow; and that this would give Tepus-
tation to the coniféderates, and comfort and oa-uge to our best friends immediately,.
and safety to ourselves in futurity, against the old perps “enemy of Epgiand A 1§ w; \
" The second address was presented to his. majesby: ar "ﬁm 30th ; an !
eturned till April the 11th. In which interval the news ca
nciennes and St Omers, and the umwwemwa !

(. 4

ﬁfpon which this follhmas*hm wu,pﬂmd«he
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our last nddmu, &u&s'ﬂmﬁhg some hte altantf)gg,

in gﬁ’azrs abroad, thinks it necessary to put you in mind, that the mﬂﬁ' way to prevent

- dangers which may arise to these kingdoms, must be by putting his majesty time-

ly in a condition to make such fitting gnhom as may enable. hnn to do what may

e most for the security of ‘them. .&ﬁ for this reason you shall desire to sit any

rer time, his ‘majesty is content you may adjourn now before Laster ; aud meet

mm mdden!y after m‘ﬁp@% matter; and to perfect some of the nwstneeessary
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, con ding our aétaMance, ‘we shall at our next meeting not only.
rse your majesty what sums of money shall be expended upon such
arations; as shall be made in pursuance of our former addresses, but
most chearful hearts proceed both then, and at all other times, to.
p with so large proportions of assistance and supplies upon this oc-
‘ma your majesty and the whole world an ample testimony of our loyal-
tion to your :;?amp sty’s service, and as may enable your majesty, by the help

in such stricter alliances as you shall have entered
Y " T ;

whatsoever. |

ﬁddﬁ%ﬁﬁ;ﬂ}mmd Koyt ’3}‘1“.&}3 and upon Easter Monday, April 16th, ano-

nessage in wniting from his majesty, was delivered by Secretary Williamson to
Commons, viz.' WOk 1

02 e
i )

LY. TSR S ; i,

' His'majesty having considered the answer of this house to his lasl message, about
 enabling him to make ﬁttjhﬁvepja‘i'a.tiom for the security of these kingdoms, finds by
S2E ﬁ‘ﬂ!ﬂt"%ﬁymm enabled him to:borrow 200,000% upon a fund given him for
- other uses : His'm jc:%desim'therdbre this house: should know,; and he hopes they
‘will always believe of him, that not only that fund, but any other within his power,
* shall be engaged to the utmost for the preservation of his kingdoms; but as his majes-
t{y’&-iéondltfm(w‘hlch his majesty doubts not but is as well known to this house as
~ himself) he must tell them plainly, that without the sum of 600,000/ or credit for such
- a'sum, upon new'funds, it will not be possible for him to speak or act those things
which should answer the ends of their several addresses, without exposing the kingdom
to much greater danger : His majesty doth further acquaint you, that having done his
part, and laid the true state of things before you, he will not be wanting to use the best

means for the safety of his people, which his present condition is capable of.,
AR Given at our court at Whitehall, April 16, 1677. &

t

~ "'Thereupon the house fell into present consideration of an answer, and in the first
place, it was agreed to return great thanks to his majesty for his zeal for the safety of
~ the kingdom, and'the hopes he had given them that he was convinced and satisfied, so
~ as he would speak and act according to what they had desired, and they resolved to
~ give him the utmost assurance, that they would stand by him, and said no man could
~ be unwilling to give a fourth or third part to save the residue.. But they said they
ught to consider that now they were a very thin house, many of their members being
. gone home, and that upon such a ground as they could not well blame them ; for it
s upon a presumption that the parliament should rise before Easter, as had been inti-
ted from his majesty within this fortnight, and universally expected since: and it
in this their
, *w'hch are
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ons ret: “to their house, and the speech being read, they resolved
mmittee of the whole house to consider of it. There was an extraordinary
full house, and the following vote passed, upon the question, with very general con-
_sent, there being but two negative voices to it. '

~ That an address be made to the king, that his mﬁy would be pleased to enter
i htO“l!e encral of the United Provinces,

ue offensive and defensive with the States- ‘
3 to ﬂ:sie such other alliances with others of the confederates, as his majesty shall
hink fit against the growth and - of the French king, and for the preservation of
the Spanish Netherlands ; and that a committee be appointed to draw up the address,
ith reasons why this house cannot comply with his majesty’s speech, until such al.
ﬁincebez&&red into; and further shewing the necessity of the speedy making such
liances ; and, when such alliances are made, giving his majesty assurance of speedy
and cheerful supplies, from time to time, for supporting and maintaining such al-
ox Lie N 1 : b ) :

lanoss
o which, (the speaker re-assuming the chair, and this being reported,) the house
- agreed, and appointed a committee. . ‘ ‘ ,
& And adjourned over Ascension-day ‘till Friday. : v o
. In the interim the committee appointed met, and drew the address according to the
above-mentioned order, a true copy of which is here annexed. R |
" _May it please your most excellent Majesty, : AP :
L Ybﬁ%i p y's "iz:t loyal and dutifhlf&jcctq the Commons in parliament assem-
bled, having taken into their serious consideration your majesty’s gracious h, we
do beseech your majesty, to believe it is a great affliction to them, to find themselves
obliged, (at present) to decline the granting your majesty the supply your majesty is
pleased to demand, conceiving it is not agreeable to the usage of parliament, to grant
upplies for maintenance of wars and alliances, before they are signified in parliament,
‘which the two wars against the States of the United Provinces, since your majesty’s
haptgz restoration, and the league made with them in January, 1668, for preservation
of the Spanish Netherlands, sufficiently prove, without troubling your majesty with
instances of greater antiquity,) from which usage, if we should depart, the precedent
~ might be of dangerous consequence in future times, thpuih your majesty’s ness
- gives us great security during your majesty’s reign, which we beseech G long te
gontinue, . : i D 23
. This consideration prompted us in our last address to your majesty, before our late
- recess, humbly to mention to your majesty, our hopes, that before our meeting again,
your ‘majesty’s alliances might be so fixed, as that your majesty might be graciously
ased to impart them to us in parliament, that so our earnest desires of supplying your
najesty, for prosecuting those great ends we had humbly laid beforc your majesty,
might meet with no impediment or obstruction ; being highly sensible of the necessity
of supporting as well as making the alliances, humbly desired in our former addresses,
vhich we still conceive so important to the safety of your majesty and your king-
L we caniiot, (without unfaithfulness to your majesty and’ those we repre-
it upon all occasions, humbly to beseech your majesty, as we do now, “to
0 ¢ uﬁ;-ﬁoﬁ'ensive and delensive, with the States General of the Unite
alnst the

e 2 growth and power of the French king, and for the preservati
ipanish Netherlands, and to make such other alli: s! et m

me may be lost,) we humbly offér

it" .}\'S{,;, Hy

i .




ta
te act, for
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""" gﬁ'g{ary Coventry, That the king would

h :ﬂ{pﬁ, at which time they attended the king
sep in Whitehall, which being presented, the king an-

great importance, that he would consider of it, and

., id- F s .”."‘\-.@-,. B
n ng the 23&1;,’%& being sate, they received
retary ( ;b,:‘kuig' expected them immediately in the Ban-
uet ‘dps’e':';” whither being come, the king made a speech to them on the subject
their address ; which speech, to prevent mistakes, his majesty read out of his paper,
MM&rgdthe,,mg to the speaker. And his majesty added a few words about
djournment. ! i : <

5N

e ‘Tbe ﬁné’: f?'spee;:hl_‘.'is as followeth :

l:eenswlent, I yﬁqql’t‘]‘ rather have chosen to be so, than to call to mind

infit, for you to meddle with as are contained in some parts of your late ad-
, wherein you ha 'en@rcnéf‘ed ‘upon so undoubted a right of the crown, that I
fides t it will appear in no age when the sword was not’drawn) that the pre-
ve of making peace and war hath been so dangerously invaded. o

b s 0 not; content yourselves with desiring me to enter into such leagues as may
t’;ﬁp 3 the kingdom, but you tell me what sort of leagues they must be, -

d (as your address

1s worded) it is more liable to be understood to
, that I should make such other alliances as I

mnj:ing peace and war to be so far invaded
mer and circumstances of leagues prescribed
prince or state would any longer believe that
ts in the crown; nor could I think myself to signify any
than the empty sound of a king: Wherefore you may rest as-
1t no condition shall make me depart from, or lessen, so essential a part of the =~
| rchy. . And 1'am willing to believe so well of this House of Commons, that I am
. confident these ill consequences are not intended by you.
These ave, in short, the reasons why 1 can by no means apfrowg. of your address;
d yet, though you have declined to grant me that supply which is necessary to_the
ds of it, 1 do again declare to you, that as I have done all that lay in my power
your last meeting, so I will still apply myself, by all the means I can, to let the
| see my care for the security and satisfaction of my people, although it may not
hose advantages to them which, by your assistances, I might have pl'ocm;edz A
aid this, he significd to them, they should adjourn till the 16th of July
| tin‘“g"then, were adjou urned till the Sdsg’y of Decembe ;igig l
O . &

)v'f} a . T s Wid o . ;.I (‘r‘ l. S “‘ L :‘. ‘l;’;g:’ .{;g\. % ‘IN?' . ’ t
rth remembering, ised his majesty to make such an answer
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affairs some particular enterprising gentlemen might have projected and
themselves, it would have been impossible to have gained a majority of that
bu e passed the bill, at least not in the manner it is now framed.

8. As to the bill now depending in-the house for the resumption of English grants,
~ although probably there is not one of the grantees who is not represented by a mem-
~ ber in whose election his grant gave him a right of voting, and although the matter
- being transacted here, it may reasonably be presumed that many members of both
 houses are thoroughly acquainted with the grants themselves, and the considerations
- for making them, the printed votes tell us every day, that as many petitions as are of-
~ fered against the bill are easily received, and referred to the committee to whom the
~ bill is committed : But unhappy Ireland is to be bound by a law made by persons never
- chosen to represent her; persons who cannot be presumed to be truly acquainted, of
- their own knowledge, ivitg her present circumstances, interests, or affairs, and this too
 without giving her any opportunity of being heard for herself. It is not the intent of

n

- this paper to enter into the question of the right, (which some, however, think of con-

3 weight kn@“comeagucnm in the matter,) but to consider how a thing so un-
~ usudl and extraordinary did prevail. e .
- 4.1 do not presume by any means to arraign or censure the proceedings of a parlia-
i lgfent_,; it is no reflection upon them to do things which carry a fair appearance of ad-
- vantage to the publick, as they are represented to them, though deceits may be put
uponthem : And it's a sufficient reconciling of their proceedings to the rules of justice
‘and equity, that they used all the caution that was necessary to obtain a true informa-
tion of the state of the case; that they sent over commissioners, fortified with very
. Jarge power, to make enquiries, and to report the matter to the house. It could not
& 5’0! TESUME ilmlt efore a suggestion of that kind would have been ridiculed) that
persons so employed would dare to make a report to such an assembly without due
examination, and much less to affirm facts contrary to plain informations received; and
it is ho wonder, as the report stated matters to them, that it should move their indig-
. matidn to the highest degree. I shall not offer to dispute the reasonableness of any one
~ step taken by either house in the affair; I have learned to make my understanding sub-
_mit to whatever the parliament judge to be reasonable and fitting to be done : But.if
many innocent families must unavoidably be ruined by the bill grounded upon that re-
port ; and if that information shall evidently appear to be 5masly false in itself in many,
- _may, most particulars, and that those mistakes were not due to want of opportunities
- of ‘being truly informed, but to a resolution to represent things quite otherwise than
- the truth was, perhaps the house may think itself concerned in_honour to express some
. resentments, or a dislike at least, of such an abuse of the confidence reposed by them
. in their commissioners, which preduced a bill so severe, to say nothing more of it.

5. The most avowed enemies of that unfortunate kingdom, though wittygcnt.lemen :

(who although they despise it, and all that belong to it, yet, at the same time, con-
mmtben&:ure of contempt, make it the very mark of their .;pv!,.) must allow that

0 g;e 1 protestants of Ireland were greitf:tu,ﬂ'cgc;s upon account of their religion and
- firm adherence to the interest of England ; that such of them as were forced to fly for

: 5, or of a force capable of making a stand, were as forward to return and
for the asserting the Engli 1y su
¢h of them as could

i
o4

_ get into a body, and possess themsclves of places
ces to the wonder of mankind. nd it cannot

lid defend those p

Lovire : war were 5 d , % >¢ ‘J’ s ‘ls ) h :
osition) Enghiillin 2l probabil ou

hese things could not soon slip out
‘that some of those sufferers and the
eneral be 1 ; and therefore the gen
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fall their skill wvwo!klb‘”ﬂn ' of people it ferment
d 1 of tenderness and eampm And "
- took todawtg but time will ,qﬂm'mmns,-aqd discover
commissioners are soon to appear before the house,
i vhich the members, if
‘having some certain measure of what they are
has been very well observed, the late report skil-
p ind,) and that the poor soldiers, the persons concern-
¥ cﬂm 1he tuns idcht, &e. after a‘tedlous waiting, may not find themselves deceived -
o bym a ﬁmd ‘to make selling their dehenturel at fifty per cent. the most eligible

present admit that the general distaste which this bill has given to
' Gf the kingdom of Ireland, is not a false step in policy at this time: 1 will
| suppose oo, that the apprehensions which many there have taken up, that it looks like
_a very breach of their constitution, is_perfectly groundless, and of no consequence ;
(without doubt the gentieman, who said in discourse that it were better the bill should
bc%g.ﬁhan the express repeal of an act of their parliament should be omitted, as he
seemed perfectly master of the conduct of the whole bill, has some very ext,raordmary_
reasons for his saying.s0;) yet I am fully persuaded, -if England had been made sensi-
le »tlutsﬁt act would be a certain ruin to so many Eugllsh protestant families, that
sesides the tion itself, (which would lie heavy enough upon many of the sub-
jécts o ‘rﬁut kingdom ,) the charges of making and attending their claims would be such
that kingdoem is not able to bear; and that the effect of this would be only the crea-
‘ﬁoea of advantage to some parﬂculnrgcntlcmen, with a very little return in ease
of the English debts. 1 am persnaded that an English patliament would have scorned
o taki _xbw course in easing herself in an inconsiderable sum, by laying such an over-
~upon her slave and drudge; much less would it have committed into the hands of
: gentlemen such unlimited powers over a kingdom, as are without any presedent
'ﬁ@ngsh law or history : and pcthu’m their justice and compassion may incline them
yet to find out some means of removing the load, and relieving the poor sufferers.
8. Imad of this it's reported abroad, that the gentlemen employed are not content
n'h theu‘i:resent power, nor think themselyes yet arbitrary enough, but solicit an en-
Jargement of their authorities, as well as of their time, and conscqucntly of their very
 good salaries. W hether that, or the ﬁdiag some way of delivering a miserable people
- of'such masters, be the more reasonable, a aatnsf'actory answer to some few questions
. may pe asmsomeme determine.
9.t Thef re the house : It wlu that which raised the cxpectatmn of
‘the; thought reasonable to vary from their general course
s not common, by which several members expressed
' hq)s would unavoxdubly fall upon particular per
r-puled such considerations; and they chose rather to
tﬂe, ﬂmn aotanme at such a mine as was promlbed them towards easin
vm hcuvy on ‘Enghnd Two of the three whe aubcanl;ed t rst
e) are soon (b mend the house, particularly Mr Aunsley, who
vycwd report at the bar of the house, undertook o ust;fy and
tions ﬂntr’ihqyld be ma against it ; for the truth of whic ‘l‘m
peal to the mmy of several members who heard him, although per- -
em to be assured he did not run any great hazard at
1po what be so strougly promised. I think it Ee
ear’s further attendance upon that enquiry,
%ect answer how far that revenuc may be de-
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‘as a fund for what is charged upon it, (which are debts of honour and
[ assion,) and whether the produce of it will be an equivalent for the set-
ting a precedent of investing a few gentlemen, not all of them perfectly skilled in the
laws, or of visible fortunes, with so arbitrary a power of judging and determining the |
property of a whole kingdom, that the wisdom of the laws of England hasnot thought
it safe to intrust the king, the House of Peers, and all the courts of justice in this land
with any thing like it. ¥y ' ks

10. The estate commonly called the private estate, (those lands which were vested -
in the Duke of York before his accession to the throne, and afterwards granted to the:
Lady Orkuoey,) I take to be out of the compass of this enquiry: there was no need
of furnishing out commissioners at such an expence, and such large powers relating
to that.

There were very few claims to be heard ; the commissioners, as I have been well as-
suréd, had an entry at large delivered to them, a perfect rent-roll of the estate ; the
gentlemen concerned in the management of it put that matter into such order for
them, that Mr Hooper, (now a commissioner, and their then secretary,) said at the
board, that had the like methods been observed in all returns, three months would
have been sufficient to have completed their business.  So that a very small expence
of time and pains might ascertain the true state of those lands, as may be very easily
judged, as well from what is above said, as from that very nice account given of this

estate by a late ingenious author, 1If therefore there has been any considerable waste 7us re

of time and expence in that matter, it has had some other end in it, than barely to be
informed of the truth of that revenue. I hear the commissioners report those lands to
be of a very extravagant value ; at present I'll not concern myself further about them,
than to caution people against being deceived by the same methods a second time,
and to say that those lands may be disposed of without the yearly expence of forty
thousand pounds in'salaries, and other charges, to effect it.

11. But it may be proper to have the house truly informed what has been made of
things, properly called forfeitures, in a year’s time. There can have been but hittle
need of their judicial power of hearing and determining claims to personal estates s and
therefore it’s to be presumed that all those matters are over, and that they are able to
give a perfect account of them.

It may then be reasonably demanded, :

1st, What the value of those are? How much received, and what proportion those
receipts bear to the first report? And in general how far the first report will be veri-
fied, in what particulars it will fall short, and how much ? ; iy
' gdly, Whether they have made any inventory of those personal goods and chattels
that are vested in them, to whom they bave sold them, and for how much? oy O
““The neglect or delay of deing this, is an abuse of the favour intended by the par--
llament to the purchasers of forfeited interests, as to the third part of their purchase-
money, forasmuch as they are to reccive part of the twenty-one thousand pounds al-
lotted to them out of the produce of the personal estates. -
" It 'may be demanded of them in general, | /
“"'sdly, 'What cash remains now in the hands of their receivers, or cashiers, in Dublin,
above the charge of their salaries and management ; and whether in their accounts
credit is. iven y what 1s made by the fees in several offices? 1t is conceived this
ugghit-to be done, in regard the whole expence is defrayed out of the produce of the
es; and therefore it's reasonable that the fees should be estecmed so much

© Neat fic ney, and ought to be accounted for as such.« ..

_ Y, e 7Y ', R R
~And it is to be hoped the house will require their laying before them their table of
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in A ST TR Tt 3, ‘bearit,} the ‘charge of
oWn; Wi’ﬁ:e value of the interest claimed. m! ex-
o “claim is about ten M*ﬂfﬂum ohmwthmd-

i i3 o Ity e ok

part of the forfeited Jands, as have not bevn
is their reason for delaying the execution of that part

o Wbether they have given certificates to entitle the purchasers to their re-
Spec v& shares of the twen .one thousand pounds? If they have given such certifi-
es, when did they e same, and whether such certificates have not been de-
nded, and reﬁxsed b t‘bem ? If so, upon what account was such refusal? Whether
21 such refusal the purchaaers have not been hindered from receiving All Saints” rent,
will not also lose the resits becoming due this May ? Have they allowed them in-
mi’m’ their shares of the twenty-one thousand pounds ? Have they not been de-
h d’ﬂ\eaﬂ the act intended ‘them of demanding the remainder of the
. y from th %am they purchased, for want of such certificates ? What was
’.ﬂk m&m and what was the expence of prosecuting each

. claim, ﬂﬂﬂ to end e such purchasers to their share of the twenty-one thounnd

.< DR &

12, This right must be done to tbe mstees, that they have endeavoured ‘in most
%.‘h’h&e the utmost of their trust; ‘but whether by such methods and courses as
 thé honour of an English paﬂnameﬁthId endure, if they were acquainted with them,

B Wy’bﬂmm by answen to the following particulars.
% g act requires such as are in possession of forfeited lands to return a true
hr &' the value, under a great penalty : Whether they have expected such a
rticalar, according to the value that a tenaut might reasonably give for the land to
‘ _§_ at to farm, or whether according to the rates which the lowest under-tenants,
~ and small cotters, (who ‘work out all that which is called their rent, and much more,
b ;*W thcyﬂwﬂlords ) do agiec | to pﬁ to the tenant, and what all tuch under rent cast

' up ‘together amount to ?

This is the kind of emqmry %@ been made in the prwate estate, u make its
ﬂlue xg r considerable.
_ 2dly, Whether thc.x have mntncted with tenants for ‘eues for one , ant

returns ¢ of such contracts were? Whether they have not frequently set ‘the
‘wbqhef tenants, notwithstanding the former o.grecments, fora
mor than the first tenant contracted for ? And whﬂther they have not dispos-

the firs ﬁkennﬁi,‘lnd cmpw;d bxm, and by what nieans, to adum imrmt, or

r have not ﬁmr collectors, managers, »tnd m
H’Mre rents thai &emﬁm 'cnntflcigd tor, and not toillow what the klla::
I rents, or the land-tax ; and in default of payment, to distrain # 'Whether
‘have not directed their th not to obey or regard any. replevins, if the te-
sue ::t lm.ill.u and require sheriffs, (particularly the sheriff’ of the coun-

cecu replevin against any n distra by

‘they any ml&e&whhe orders given by them to: col-
W ouid be worth perusal, TN
€r who are not liable to pay quit-rent, or any
ol¢ rent, with-

obl
mtecn nged to pay thea
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wout allowanceé given for quit-rent, or for the landlord’s part. of the land-tax paid b
r‘ﬁm only being promised an allowance for the money in some future halr(,'-year'{
rent & If the intent of this proceeding should be to make the rent-roll as considerable
as possible; that were a deceitful representation to continue the house under;the same
mistake, into which the former report led them, which the house will hardly endure.
It’s past all dispute, that the incurring interest of allowed incumbrances, and arrears
due for quiterent, and for the land-tax; might:? swell the debt, and that they must be
paid one time or other, unless the land be sold, and by that means, and by the clause
an the act, the quitsrent and land-tax be cut off ; but this would be such a piece of in=
Justice, as it is to be hoped will not be suffered.

 18. As to the hardships put upon the claimants, and the burden upon the whole
kingdom, the irregularity of their proceedings, and the liberty they take by their su-
preme power of setting aside formal settled regular proceedings at law, it may be
worth enquiring,
. 1st, The trustees being by the act impowered to send for persons as they shall think
fit, (which seems so great a trust and authority, that it ought not to be put into other
‘bands,) have they not committed that power of summoning persons to any clerk or
«clerks, and to whom ? Have not several persons been summoned from remote parts of
‘the kingdom, and after long attendance at Dublin, been dismissed without being exa-
mined ! Have not blank summons been sent into the country, and filled up there?
Have not claimants attended with their witnesses at the times their claims were posted
to be heard, and been put off from day to day, yet obliged to attend at the peril of
stheir claims being diswmissed for want of proseention? Have they not heen so delayed
and put off upon motion of the trustees’ council, or of Mr White, upon a bare sugges-
tion, that they should have evidence hereafter for the trust 7 Did the trustees in cases
of this nature, when the claims had been regularly posted, and the times for their co-
ming on were well known to Mr White, require an oath, or put them off upon bare
allegations, or shewing of letters out of the country 7 Was not this very expensive to
the claimants ? Was any allowance made to them for such their loss and expence ?
2dly, Where a_protestant was in possession before the 13th of February, 1688, or
since that time, upon mortgages, judgments, extents, or otherwise, of lands belonging
to torfeited persons : ‘
Whether the trustees have not dispossessed such protestants, and received the pro.
fits, although such protestants recovered at law, (after the forfeiture,) against the king
_or his grantee, whilst they had the estate of the forfeiting person in them, and’ were
actually in possession when the act past ? ‘
. 8dly, When such protestant incumbrances have been allowed upon the claims of such
protestants, whether they have again been put into possession, or been paid any part -
of the interest of their incumbrances by the trustees ? . 4
1 The act vesting the lands in the trustees, according to the several interests of the
forfeiting persons, with a saving to the rights of others, whether thcicdo carry the
emd indifferent hand which persons intrusted as judges ought, if they do first By
their-power first dispossess him who had a lawful title to the possession, because the
act weststhe lands in them, but afterwards, though the claimant’s title be allowed, will
uot pestore him to his possession, or allow him interest for his money ?, _

o ¥ e g
. The property of the sul‘?'ects of Irgland, though not much valued and reg
‘some people, is to them as dear as theirs is to the happier men, whose lot is fallen
1l » England, and they wish for nothing mo ame law
as Englishmen. lreland Kx  pr
to assert any thing that may give them a prospe
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Avaiey, mf}ﬁ e to
par oompoaed) mxymlybe
re that more trustees of that kmgdom oﬁ?‘
o sad experiences of ‘the candour and good-will
‘ ' that her vmlh B:; since the matters subject
muymd Mman : of so great value, and property is so highly con=
M'mlm it might not have been reasonable to have kept up to the old law of
~ Engla ‘5 h{gnry in some of the most difficult and considerable cases, if
not in &llmmghz surely be worthy of consideration, especially if what I hear some of
wmmd unto, and aim at, be true.
a place thatmever had a privilege of holding parliaments of its own mﬁrmcd to
it, let it be mever so entirely cnlgected to the crown of England by an absolate cone
quest, ‘or otherwise, yet if the benefit of E ish laws were once granted to it, I can-
not believe that a parliament of England would think it reasonable to subject the estates
and properties of persons living there, not guilty of any crime, nor under any accusa-
tion, to the arbitrary will a duponl of. A8y number of men : yet according to the
MW

-their own.authority, and which, as it
‘and ﬁtgbkshed by new chuwo; lhu

. ”thwordo of ﬂbt wtdo vcst the mhwl of: forfﬂtmg ns in the trustees,
- iu.nwuthem to dispose of those estates. 4. who is a t‘orgtmg person, has lands
*‘ ‘nﬂuﬁ"mnmg to the estate of B. A forfeiting J;cruni called 8. 4. is in possession
land, ‘as parcel of his estate, but B, laid claim to it as a parcel of §. The
rustees in this case are warranted by the act to adjudge that B.’s estate called S, is
in them ; but if they may go farther, and determine that that particular parcel
land nﬁw was in possession, is parcel of that of 8. (the estate vested in them)
ereupon shall dispossess 4. (such opinions and cases there have been) and this
ing s d be established, what nan in Ireland can be safe? Or what estate is
: " ngdom that 1s not subject to their pleasure; and arbitrary determination,
 awithouw '\orfaﬂfer hf‘l proceedings whatsoever, or any appeal of redress ?
b, t it not be of dangerous consequence to allow a power to persons (some of
whom have lbew,cd themselyves not very well versed in legal proceedings) to ravel into
the mud(tpontcs of justice, and u legal determinations, taking upon themselves
ntodeteminebetwem pattyad » which of them has a right to the
;’MWWA - o ci: egot reweufx::&ckd former decree, or other
Y “For 3 m na estate by two several
" both dfM*ﬁdiy, and to m:facuon,ﬂr?;ke thedebta%pw tg' be due; so
e ‘are by the actrequired to decree that it is a just but what are
mﬂhmm was it ever the intent of the parliament to take from the pro-
; u;ﬂkﬁ.m*y ccourse of law; the power of deciding to which of the con-
m ‘the debt belongs, and to make the trustees, the judges, and determiners
h in no sort encreases or diminishes the sum to be raised ? Yet such cases
-where the trustees have exerted their power, and taken upon themselves to
(and that too contrary to former legal determinations in proper courts) to which
‘the debt of right belongs, and have refused to form their decree in such -
it have allowed *thc debt., and saved the right (whatever it wu}dmh N\
IS T O :
,.pfotllm&ud&may a’hew how dangerons a thing the giv
inlimite 'my Wc, and what the consequences of thmrm
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ing a'general confirmation of their proceedings, would be, which it seems they are en-
de: ] f w"-wocurea Thghs §is e

18, "The trustees by the act have d power to adjust accounts on penalties. A pro-

testant incumbrancer is in possession by virtue of his incumbrance (for example; tenants

. by elegit or statute) the land is granted by the king in fee, and the grantee sells it :

e purchaser (whose business and interest it then was to be as strict in exacting an
account as possible) accounts with the tenant by elegit, &c. and after the best inform=
dtion he can get, settles the land, as if it were worth two shillings per acre, during the
extent, and pays the ballance of the account settled : having now lost two-thirds of his
purchase-money ‘at least in effect, claims the remainder of the debt which he paid to
the ¢reditor, and has not received out of the profits of the land. The master to whom
the account is referred charges the land as worth (by a value now set upon it) four
shillings per acre, so as the debt is not only paid, but a great balance on the other
side. Were it not a strange way of accounting in this case, to charge him that paid
off the debt for clearing his purchase, with more profits made of the land than he could

t allowed in hisaccounting with the creditors, though he used his utmost endeavours,
and good husbandry, asit was his interest, all that he could get allowed being for what
;ppeam; then so much saved in his pocket ; so that he may be concluded to have done

18 best? B ; ! g

7' 19. Have not the trustees obliged all persons who had monéy secured to them by
judgment, statute, or mortgage, since May 86, to prove the actual payment and loan
of the money, and adjudged all securities on voluntary conveyances within the intent
of the act, where there has not been actual proof of the payment of the money ? And
have not several persons lost their debts upon thataccount, though there was no ground
of suspicion, or pretence of fraud, in acknowledging such statute or judgment ; but
for want of witnesses directly proving the payment of their money, have had their
claims dismissed ?

20. Have not the trustees protected all persons from arrests, who either areé sum-
moned as witnesses, or pretend to be able to do service by making out a title to lands
in the trustees ? : : v il 1
+ Have not several debtors been thus protected, who never did or could de such ser-
vice ?:Does not Mr Abraham White their clerk give such summons as oft as asked,
and enter-any man’s name as a discoverer who calls himself so 7 That entry makes his
person-sacred, till application is made to the trustees, who, it's true, of late have been
less fond of protecting such persons than formerly : But the expence of moving the
trustees, and procuring a report of the matter is so great, that few complain of the
hardships of that kind which they lie under.
+:21. - Upon the whole matter, if the parliament shall upon examination find the re-
sumption itself, in the manner it now stands, a great blow to the protestant interest in
dreland, and a lessening the English interest there ; if it be made evident to them, that
the expences of attending by claimants and persons summoued to Dublin, by the power
of the trustees, will amount to a greater charge upon that impoverished kingdom, than
the whole enquiry will return neat to England ; if they shall find that the powers given
the trustees, either really in themselves, or as they are put in practice, do put a stop at
jpresent to the common course.of justice in that kingdom, ravel into; and unsettle legal
determinations as far beyond the common sense of the words of theact, as the powers
themselves do exceed all that were ever yet granted; and if afterall this the continu-
anee of this act, and of the executionof it, will prove at last only an enriching of some
iparticular persons out of the spoil of a. poor harassed: kingdom,; and’ giving;ﬂ-ma.mfew

- opportunities of venting their private piques and animosities, without turning to any
a&n*rab.le advantage lo England ; it is humbly offered ta the comsideration of the
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Silidmind Dentan, Bar. -~ Birough of Lestwichiel.  * WilliamBeau, Esq.
Borough of Chipping Wi- * Sir Jebhm Molsworth, Dar. Borvugh of Newport.
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i : i * John Buller of Keverel, * John Prideaux,
Charles Godfrey, Esq. Esq. Stratford, Esq.
* Fleetwood Dormer, Esq. Borough of Trure. .. Borough of $t Mawes.
Borough of Aylesbury. Henry Vineent, Esq. Sir Joseph Tredenham, Kt,
* Sir Thomas Lee, Bar. Hugh Fortescue, Esq.: Jobn Tredenbam; Bsq. -
The Hon. James Herbert, Borough of Bodmin. Borough of Callington.
Esq. : The Hon. Russel Robarts, Sir William Croylon, Bart.
Borough of Agmoendesham. Esq. Robert Roll, Esq.
The Right Hon. William John Hoblyn, Esq. Cumberland, 6.
Lord Cheyne, Viscount Borough of Helston. * Richard Musgrave, Esq.
Newhaven Charles Godolphin, Esq, * Gilfrid Lawson, Esq.
Sir John Garrard, dead Sidney Godolphin, Esq. City of Carlisle.
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John Backwell, Esq. Alexander Pendarvis, Esq. James Lowther, Esq.
* Richard Hambden, Esq. . Francis Buller, Esq. Borough of Cockermouth,
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Sir James Ethérege, Kt. Dennis Glynn, EE George, Fletcher, Esq.}
James Chase, Esq. Henry Manaton, Esq.
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Esq. Borough of Eastlow, The Rt. Hon. Lord James
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Samuel Trefusis, Esq. Francis Roll, Esq.
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Sir Robert Cotton, Bar. Hugh Fortescue, Esq. Sir Edward Seymour, Bar.
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* Sir Henry Bunbury, Bar. The Hon. Francis Robarts, Kt.
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Sir Cloudsley Shovel, Kt.
Borough of Muidstone.
Sir R. Marsham, Kt. aud Br

Thomas Bliss, Esq.
Borough quuecnbar oagh.

Robert Crawford, Esq,
Thomas King, Esq :

Lauca:m', ._u’.':; W1

"‘ 4w

Borough of Lanca.mr
Robert He ham Es
er Kirby
gorough of Prm
Amounderness.

* Edward Rigby, “"‘f £
chry Ashugt, Ez%uf, ¢

qf Newt
romm



grln Bndgm E

rlan an, §q
Borough of Cilthero.

Chmtopher Lister; Esq.

Thomas Stringer, Esq.
Borough of Liverpool.

Sir William Norris, Bar.

William Clayton, Esq,

Leicestershire, 4.
TheHon.Jolin Verney, Esq.
John Wilkins, Esq.

Town of Leicester.
S*W illiam Villers, Bar.
Lawrence Carter, Esq.

I.iacobftbire, 12
Sir John Thorold, Bar.
The Hon, Charles Dymoke
of Scrivelsby, Esq.
City of incoln.
Sir John Bowls, Bar.
* Sir. Thomas Meres, Kt.
Borough of Boston.
* Sir William York, Bar,
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The Hon. William Cecil,
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The Hon. Charles Bertie,
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Sir William Ellis, Bar..
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TheRt. Hon. James Vernon,

Principal Secretary

of te
'I’houas Cross, Esq.
City of London.

mm layton, Kt.
Ashurst, Kt,
‘ M S e SHARG e

: . "’ ?%?r

5y 3 ey f

. Christa

s Historieal Tracts.

* Sir William Withers, Kt.
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* John Morgan, Esq.
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* The Hon. Roger Town-
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Sir Charles Turner, Kt.
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George England, Esq.

* Samuel Fuller, Esq.
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* Edmund Soams, Esq
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Thomas Howard, Esq.

* Robert Walpole, Esq.
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Town of Brackley.
The Hon. Charles Egerton,

Esq.

* The Hom, Harry Mordant,

Esq.
Borougho

HighamFerrars.
Thomas

ks, Esq.

Nortkmbcrlmd,
* The Hon. Wnllam How
ard, Esg,. 1.

e
AT “

William Forster, Esq.
Town of Newcastlc upon

* Sir Henry Luldcll Bar.
Wllll;:m Carr, Esq.
rough of Morpeth.
* The Hon. William How-
ard, Esq.
Sir Henrg Bellasyse, Kt.
Town of Berwick uponTweed,
= 'll'ahe Hon. Ralph Grey, .
)
Samuel Ogle, Esq.

Notting hamshire, 8.
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Thomas Turgs, Esq.
Maurice Thompson, Esq.
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Sir Theophilus Oglethorp,

Kt.
* George Woodroff, Esqs

Sussex, 20.
* Henry Lumley, Esq.
John Miller, Esq.
City qf Chichester.
* Sir Thomas May, Kt.
* William Elson, %‘sq.
Borough of Horsham.
Henry Yates, Esq.
* Henry Cooper Lsq.
Borough of Midhurst,
John Lewkener, Esq.
* Lawrence Alcock, Esq.
Borough of Lewis.
# Sir Thomas Trevor, Kt.
Thomas Pelham, Esq.
Borough of New Shoreham.
Charles Sergison, Esq.
* Nathaniel Gould, Esq.
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* Thomas Owen, Esq.
William Stringer, Esq.
Borough of Steyning.
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* Thomas Hopkins, Esq.
Borough of Warwick.
*The Hon. Francis Grevill,

Esq

- Sir Tho. Wagstaff, Kt,

Westmorland, 4.
Sir Christopher Musgrave,
Bar.

* Henry Graham, Esq.
Borough of Apulby.
The Hon. Gervase Peire-

point, Esq.
* Wharton Danche, Esq.

Wiltshire, 34.

- Sir G. Hungerford, Bar.

* Richard Howe, Esq.
City of New Sarum..
* Sir Tho. Mompesson, Kt.
Robert Eyre, Esq.
Borough of Wilton.
John Gauntlet, Esq.
* Thomas Phipps, Esq.
Borough of Downeton.
Carew Rawleigh, Esq.
John Eyre, Esq.
Borough of Hindon.
Sir James Howe, Bar.
Reynolds Calthorp, Esq.
Borough of Heytersbury.
William Ashe, Esq.
Edward Ashe, Esq.
Borough of Westbury.
The Hon, R. Bertie, Esq.
Richard Lewis, Esq.
Borough of Calne.
* Walter Long, Esq.
* Walter Hungerford, Esq.
Borough of Devizes,
Sir Francis Child, Kt.
* Francis Merryweather,
Esq.
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Walter White, Esq.
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* Edmund Dunche, Esq.
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Francis Stonehouse, Esq.

Charles Devenant, Esq.
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Samuel Swift, Esq.
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The Rt. Hon. Thomas Lord
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: of the seven lords who advised and carried through the Partition Treaty. The

 Whigs, on the other hand, had been active in stizring a popular aversion to the Tory ministers,

" and had formed a scheme of obtaining such a number of petitions from eounties and corpora-

- tions as should intimidate their opponents into a change of measures. The first presented was

that of the gentlemen and yeomanry of Kent, which was couched in a style of remonstrance so

: gtu]ant,-tbut the gentlemen who presented it were ordered into custody, and remained in the

atehowse until the parliament was prorogued. They had no cause, hiowever, to regret this tem-

- porary confinement, which placed them at the head of their party, and recommended them to
general notice and public esteem. y

The Preface.

"TwouLp be hard to suspect him of errors in fact, who writes the story of yesterday :
A historian of three weeks must certainly be just, for had he never so much mind to lie,
it would be nonsense to expect the world could be imposed upon, every body’s me-
l;mory wgould be a living witness against him, and the effect would be only to expose

imself.

Authors of histories generally apologize for their quotations, plead their industry in
the search afier truth, and excuse themselves by asserting to the faithfulness of their
collections. The author of the following sheets is not afraid to let the world know,
that he is so sure every thing that is related in this account is litterally and positively
true, that he challenges all the wit and malice the world abounds with, to confute the
most trifling circumstance.

If aggravations are omitted, and some very ill-natured passages let go without ob-
servations, those persons who were guilty of them may observe that wehave more good-
nature than they have manners ; and they ought to acknowledge it, since a great many
rudenesses both against the king himself and the gentlemen concerned have escaped
their scurrilous mouths which are not here animadverted upon.

And lest the world should think this presumptive, and that the accusation is only a
surmise, we will query what they think of that kind remark of Mr J. How, finding the
king’s letter to the house, and the Kentish petition to come both on a day, and the
substance to be the same, * that the king, amf the Dutch, and the Kentish men were
all in a plot against the House of Commons,"

I could have swelled this pamphlet to a large volume if I should pretend to collect
all the Billingsgate language of a certain house full of men, against the king, the lords,
and the gentlemen of Kent ; but it is a fitter subject for a satire than a history : they
have abused the nation, and now are become a banter to themselves ; and 1 leave them
to consider of it; and reform.

I assure the world I am no Kentish man, nor was my hand to the petition : Though,
had I been acquainted with it, I wonld have gone a hundred miles to have signed it,
and a hundred more to have had the opportunity of serving my country, at the ex-

ence of an unjust confinement for it. )
~ It may be fairly concluded, I am no Warwickshire man aeither, with a petition in
my pocket brought a hundred miles, and afraid to deliver it,
or my name Sir Robert Clayton, by which you may know that I did not promise
the members, who were then in fear enough, to use my interest to stifle a city pe«
tition, G O il .
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.~ Nor is my name Legion ; T wish it were, for I should have been glad to be ;:,apible A

“of speaking so much truth, and so much to the purpose, as is contained in that unans f,;.;.; ;

swerable paper.
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7 th rdiudqii &“emay trae d%hc causes of it are all mnmm ana ,
\SOMe to'the nation. =0 5 5 vad

| Qn the geﬂﬂ% of ﬁibﬂnme of Commons, I shall ndt prebend t«uenter into their

o . Ryjpnirpinft

, DO Me “Uf‘the Houseof Oomﬁ:bnscambe a .Hdﬂnte, BEC

the oaths to*King William. “But this may be observed, that

the Ja in’ Enghnd are gen ‘the only people who approve of their proCet-d-

‘ ’wflndﬂﬁﬂmd their measures; and it is observable, that at Paris and St Germans,

~ the gente iment of a health in all English company is, a la Sante Monsicur

“How ; the truth of which there are not a few very good gentlemen in town ¢an

est, from whence I think I may draw this observation, that either he is a Jaco
€ 01' the ﬁacobltes are a very good-natured people.

B é.~ it Noscitur ex socio qui non dignoescitur ex se.

Tbe fonowmg sheets contain an exact history of the Kentish petition, and of the
treatment the gentlemen who prescnxed it met with, both from the House, the ser-
d at last from their coun

e best way to come to a conc ssion, whether the gentlemen petitioners were well

used, is to review the matter of fact ; all panegyricks and encomiums come short

j gwbmm téﬂectlons which flow from a true account of that proceeding, and the

t" i&muecﬁed in this form, and all the world may judge by a true light, and not
to bgulpoaed upon by partial and imperfect relations,

e "On the 29th of April, 1701, the quarter-sessions for the county of Kent began at

e, where William Cole er, of Hollingbourn, Esq. was chosen chairman,
be was then absent, and with an unusual respect the bench of justices proceed-

aﬂ:ﬁa do business, and kept the chair for him for several hours, till he came.

~ The people of the county of Kent, as well as in most parts of the kingdom, had ex-

ﬁlncd great dissatisfaction at the slow proceedings of the parliament ; and that the

&% g was not assisted, nor the protestants abroad considered ; and the country people

TR

- began to say to one another in their language, “That they had sowed their corn, and
ke the I' rench were a-coming to reap it:” And from hence it is allowed to proceed, that
» dlmag the sitting of the session, several of the principal freeholders of the county a
; ed themselves to the chairman aforesaid, and told him, it was their desire that K-
‘would consider of making some a.pphcatnon to the parhament, to acquaint them
Of{-hs henmons of the
The « ied, “ It was the proper work of the grand jury to present the
dﬂ:he Country, and therefore he referred them to the said grand Jury who
.emms e '
" 1 ju ' .mphed m,,mmp&d the propoul and addressing to the M
inted him that they had approved of such a“mo-
L the bench would joinwith them ; the chw
of it, which {w did, and thcy imme y
William Colepepper, Esq. . ﬁeu; chairman, to

\%ﬂlavmg drawn a pctltxon, it was rcgﬁmﬂ‘

ried to the grand jury, being twenty-one
and brought it into court, m;g all the
¢ 3 whereppon the chairman and i ’
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2afd gained him a very general approbation and es  * He'had no issue by his two fiest wives;; Elizabeth, “
_dau; of Thomas Trevor, of (!;y nd Sussex, E%mw sister 0,' s Du zpd‘m ut ;
of Shorebam in- BEsq. prothenotary ‘
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Wt the justices signed it, and the freeholders of the county crowded in so fast,
that the parchment was filled up in less than five hours time; and many thousands of
hands might have been had to it, if the justices had not declined it, refusing to add any
more rolls of parchment, as insisting more upon the merits of the petition, than the
number of subscribers. By all which, it appears, how foolish and groundless their pre-
tences are, who would suggest, that the petition was a private thing transacted by a few
peaple ; whereas 'tis plain "twas the act and deed of the whole country. _
~ As soon as the petition was signed, and there was no more room for any hands, it
was delivered by the grand jury to the aforesaid William Colepepper, Esq. chairman
of the session, and he was desired to present it in their names to the parliament, which
at. their request he promised to do, and the rest of the gentlemen, viz. Thomas Cole-
pper, Esq. Justinian Champneys, Esq. David Pollhill, Esq. and William Hamilton,
is(. offered themselves to go with him.’

On Tuesday the 6th of May, they came to town with the petition, and the next
day they went up to the house, and applied themselves to Sir Thomas Hales, in order
to desire him to present it to the house ; he being one of the representatives of the
county of Kent: Sir Thomas read the petition, and telling them it was too late to

2

* Of these gentlemen, Noble gives the following account :—¢ Justinian Champneys, Esq. was of an ancient
family, originally of Somersetshire, but for many centuries resident in Kent. One of his ancestors was Sir John
Chamneis, lord mayor of London, in the reign of Henry VIIL whence he returned to Hall-place, in Bexley.
From Justinian, the youngest and only survivor of seven sons, this gentleman was descended, whose seat was
at Boxley, having removed from Bexley; but purchasing the manor of Westenhanger in Stanford, Kent, he
took down the ancient house, and built another upon its scite, but much smaller, where he died at an advanced
age, in 1748, leaving three sons; Justinian, who died abroad in 1754, s. p.; William, who was of Viatners in_
Boxley, and many years one of the commissioners of revenue in Ireland ; and Henry, also of Vintners, who died
in 1781, unmarried ; so that all the property came to the two daughters and coheirs of William. Frances, one of
them, is unmarried; Harriet, by John Burt, Esq. left several children,

« Sir Thomas Culpeper of Preston-hall, in Aylesford, Knt. was descended from a family who boasted a long
list of kmights, two creations of baronets, and one branch was ennobled. He had no issue by his lady, whe
died in 1691. He survived till 1723, and was buried by her side, in Aylesford church. There is nothing par-
ticularly worthy notice respecting him, but that he served the office of sheriff for Kent in 1704, and represent-
ed the town of Maidstone in parliament in 1705, 1708, 1710, and 1714. Alicia, his sister, became his heir,.
who was four times married, but had no children. This lady settled Preston-hall and her other estates upon the
family of her fourth husband, John Milner, M. D.

- {Villiam.Culpeper, Esq. a branch of Sir Thomas Culpeper’s family, was of Hollingbourne in Kent, where
he died, and was buried in 1726. He left, by Elizabeth s wife, three sons and three daughters. It is res’
markable, that of the numerous branches of these Colepepers, or Culpepers, in Kent and Sussex, not an indivix
dual now remains in either country.

« James Hamilton, Esq. youngest son of James Hamilton who accompanied Charles IT. in his exile, and be-
came greatly and deservedly valued by that monarch. He was a gentleman of the bed-chamber, and a colonel,
and died June the 6th, 1673, after having had one of his legs shot off in a naval engagement with the Dutch,:
when serving as a volunteer. Mr Hamilton married Flizabeth, eldest daughter of John Culpeper, Lord Cul-

, which accounts for this his son James having settled in Kent, whose mother died in 1700, and left him
Ey her will her seat of Chilston, and the manor of Lenham, with other estates in Kent. By Ma da
ter of Sir Thomas Culpeper of Hollingborne, he left several children, The eldest son was John ilton,
of Chilston, sheriff of Kent in 1710. James, the cldest brother of the petitioner, became the sixth Earl of Aber-

Cﬁl‘ll.- ; é x
= David Polhill, Esq. of Chepsted in Kent, was eldest son of Thomas Polhill, Esq. and Elizabeth, dmw
Ireton, lord-deputy of Ireland, by the daughter of Oliver Cromwell, lord protector. Mr Polhill was

of parliament for the city of Rochester from 1727 to 1754, and keeper of the records of the Tower. He'

Jan. 15, 1754, aged 80, and was buried with his ancestors. The epitaph on his monument in Alford church.
that ¢ he was ever active and steady in promoting the true interests of his sovereign, and defending the -

Jjust'liberties of Lhe subject, both civil and religious; with which laudable view he ‘
safety by being one &ibq Kentish petitioners in the reign of King William. ~ His bumanity to his dependants,
generosity to his relations, tenderness and affection to his family, steadiness and sincerity to his frie wmerited

il children by his third, Elizabeth, daughter
ourt of Common Pleas, Charles Polhill, Esq. of
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