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Iy ~o e hear of any proof.made a in t them ; at~d t~erefore ince the seditio s inter­
posltors, after all thetr tedIous earcb and examlOatlOns, have not been able to des­
cry the danger they pr tend to f, r, it i a ufficient princIple of presumption, t at 
their jealousies are ill grounded, that they find fault merely for the sake of find in fault, 
and like boys, ha ing blown a oap-uubble from a walnut-shell, resolve to keep it up as 

. long a tbey have breath to follow it. Nay, since they exhibit f, ill\ and cii mal charges 
against th ministry, without refi rring to any act of the ministers to nJake it good; they 
prove nothing but that they are oppressed with envy and ill· nature: ; for they are not 
so unskilful at improving the minutest piccadi\1os, that had they been furnished with 
any shadow of truth, they woulrl not have smothered them, and therefore since they 
have produced none, the reader may ju tly conclude they have none to produce. And 
all undesignin men, notwithstanding all the carecrows that are set up to fright us, 
may with great satisfaction and quiet depend upon his majesty's promise made to the 
House of Commons 1 in an \ r to their address, viz. "That he l ill take the best care 
he can, that all sorti of mismanagement and irregularities shall be prevented or re· 
dressed." a that, upon the whol matter, our enemies crying out again t the govern· 
ment in general terms, without being able to produce any thing worth the hearing, to 

, justify their noise and clamours, they prove nothing but their want of breeding and 
bette.' arguments, and their calumnie when driven home, will recoil upon their own 
heads; tor they that charge others with crimes tbey cannot prove, indict and convict 
themselves of falsity; and as this offence may be the parent of many disturbances, so, 
among our other real grievances, it calls for a timely redres , for it is infinitely below 
anthor; y to indulge, or neglect, a humour that proceeds from nothing but invincible 
pride and peevishness. However, 

ertainly causes there are, for all these complaints are not made for nothing. There 
can be no smoak but there mu t be some fire; and therefore, to be just to my reader, 
and satisfy my country, I must not smother them; but in conscience and honesty am 
obliged to bring orne of them upon the stage, and shew the rea ons why there are so 
many complaints against the court, anel the first 1 encounter is, 

That many of the seditious mi ture are under great disappointments. They want. 
places of profit that they may repair their tattered fortunes at the expence oftbe public, 
and places of trust, that they may have it in their power to turn the scales, if e"er the 
beam houlcl begin to totter; and shew their exqui ite parts in droner nothing, and 
undoing all things. And the O'overnment being . upplied at pres ot with able and ex­
perienc d statesmen, and that it is too long to go ual'efo t, till they can be recruited 

ith dead men's hoes, they would pull them oft: and force a way to their preferment, 
throu h the reputations of the pre ent minister, and for that end only, endeavour to 
make the pres nt ministers unea y to them elve , and hateful to others, that they m y 
turn them out, and thru9-t themselve into theil' places; and this chicanery they manage 
with 0 Inuch art and industry, at their everal clulls and eating-house, as if aU were 
going to ruin, unle they be speedily emp10yed, and ucb methods ob en'ed to regu­
late dis rders, as they only can propo e, though when thei.' notions come to be exa· 
milled, it is a thou and to one but they are utt rly impractic-clble d ng l'OUS in the use, 
and destructive in the end; but the vul ar not perceiving' what's in the covered dish, 
th y run into the ~ e cry again t lh curt, and eagerly spend their mouths in the 
chase, which their cader have started, without knowi g what the game i, ho\ it 
must be dressed, or who mu t feed upon th care a s when they have h lped to catch it. 

oise and onsense is enou h to ,t all the idle tool f the ditlou mi .. ·ture a mild. 
dIng, and therefore, having swallow d the in ectious vehicle, it 0 h its oper tion 
and-now tbey all applaud th contri aoc and stratag ms 0 t tate empiricks 
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tbe onl physician that can cure aU the di temp rs in th puulic. adtninist.ration: .th 
on1 Jiatriots that an heal onr breaches, and l:e tore. to ~. ry factlOtl ~n~ Jm~overr b­
ed z lot, wbat be btl a mind to. And in ord r to 1~, .ralllo at ~he .ml111Rtry 1 call d 
lib rt and property, and fre dom of p ch, and despl I~cr authon~y IS call d not fear­
ing the face f men in their country' . cause, wh n th If country I no more c~ncern­
cd in th ir invecti e and quarrels a alDst the court, than th~y \vould e o.r ~helr COUtl.-. 
tr • if it wer in their power to erve it t the undermm r of t.he mIDI try make 

hat pretence they please, self-interest is at the bot~om of all their raree-s~1ews f~r 
r formin what i ami s and the truth of the matter 1 ,th e gentlemen havmg theIr 
wants to lead, and the 'de il to drive, they can fil!d.l1o nch e,.pedi~nt ~o upply the 
form r, and pI ase the latter, as by changing th tUlOlstry, and th~'ustIDg ID ~hem8el~es 
to accomplish what they aim at; and therefore pro .ecute th ~eslgn. ~ccordlDgly WIth 
llncommon vfcrour. ee them ~et round a table, With all th Ir polItiCS about them, 
.affecting as zealltu a look a if ev,ery man were a Machiave), and as expert in redres ~ 
iog grievances, and pr venting abuses, as olon or Lycurgu , and now whatever open 
their mouth again t the government, nothing bnt the hopes of a place can shut them, 
.and that does it effectually. As a late poet sings, 

Attempt to purify the court, 
I damning men of places: 

Till d cently they eud them home, 
And et them elves put in their room, 

And then they'll change their ace. 

'Tis not becau e orne in are bad, 
That forms fears and pretences; 

Dut want of equipage and po t, 
And upplies at the public cost, 

To keep coach and six, and wenches. 

The most serious disoour es amongst them, and of weightiest matters, at last center 
• n their wants of preferment, and begin where they will, a place j the end of it. And 
though they may smother their desires and ambitious aim awhile, and appear only 

ublic- pirited patriots, yet their vizor at length drops off, and their designs are dis­
covered, they want an office j a lively instance whereof I heard but the other day in a 
coffee·house, where a diminutive animal, of a late, and from a mean rise, though now 
arrived to a great estate, being heartily railing again t the administration, and sighing 
out his fears for his dear country and poor England, a gentleman smartly reprimands 
he op, tell him his family was one regard d as men in th true interest of the nation; 
nd though hi father's chair sliding from under him, the fall had swelled his pleen, 
turne~ hi brain, and affected l1is uncle's by sympathy, he was sorry to see tbe son 
al 0 discover more weakness and ill-nature in the family, in cur ing and reviling the 
pub~c management, and promoting di contents in the nation. To whom the up tart 
rephed, "I will, ~nd ought to do it, for the court has used m barbarously, and the 
place 1 was a candidate for they have iven to anoth r." In short he overvalued him­
self, by spiring to the ?eg~ee of.a state man, and was angry that'a fitt r man had the 
prefer nce; and no~ hiS dl appomtment rou t b ca ltd a national grievanc and mi -
manaa-eooent. And If you search to the bottom of all our clamour till th want of a 
,place is the cause of them. ' 

:ome of the ~urmurers, it i~ true, are modester, or rather subtil r, than others; yet 
all IS ue at last 10 the sam.e thlDg, and though the poi on do Dot break out t the 
mouth, yet they have theIr method too, and slander the ad i i tratiun with their ear 
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and their looks; and whilat others clacks are funning, accent and confirm their calum­
nies, by tipping the wink. shrugging the shoulders. and shaking the bead 0 eli mally, 
as suggests tnore crimes aO'ainst the court than the world ever knew, or arithmetic can 
number. And if the stream run a r .. in t a minister they think their enemy, a familiar 
nod, or gracious smile f!'Om his lord hip in mummery, confirm all th6 slanders which 
are broacbed at thi cabal, and shall pas them as confidently a if they were mothe· 
'matical demonstrations, when, peradventure, there is not one true yllable in all the 
clatter. 

Others of this editious mixture make their wants and necessities the cau e of pro· 
moting discontents and jealousies, and raille fgr preferments and places, for the same 
rea ons that wise men think should utterly debar them; for hungry men ought not to 
be invited to scanty common, their debauched, extravagant, and vain expences, having 
consumed their own estates, there is no reason to trll t them with the public purse, or 
offices that may give them an opportunity of oppressing the subject to upply their ne­
cessitie, and lengthen their own teathers by defrauding other men of their right of 
common. I am not insensible, that it is thought a great piece of policy in a prmce to 
makefrequent changes in his court, and when some have filled their pockets, to give 
them leisure to spend it, and oblige others of his subjects with the like ad\'antage . I 
will not di pute whether this may prove advantageou to the crown; but I am of opi­
nion it is detrimental to the su~j ect, for the same reason that I Tiberius ("ave to his 
friend, upon asking him that question: " I seldom," says he, " change my ~ovcrnors 
of provinces, because every new hungry comer racks the people by new exactions, till 
they h~ve filled their coffers, ancl then are at quiet." And to thi purpose told them, 
that a poor lazar having his sores covered with flie , which he endeavoured not to drive 
away from feeding on his flesh; the spectator believing it proceeded from bis inabili­
ty to do it, they went near to do that office for him; but he prayed them to let the flies 
alone; "for having now (,.Iutted themselves with my blood, " saith he, "they don't suck 
50 greedily but that 1 enjoy a little ease; but if you drive them away, fre h flies will 
light upon my sores, and suck me to death." \Vhich, applied to beggarly pretenders for 
employments, put a bar to their importunate solicitations, especially when they take 
such indirect courses to obtain what they seek for. Men's neces ities may be great, 
but good men's loyalty will surmount their wants, and not put them upon robbing the 
king of his people's duty and affections, to fill their own bellie i but rat.her to suffer 
any thing for his majesty than cause him in the least to suffer by or for them. They 
have a great deal to answer for, who, by the sbte craft of pressing for reclre s of grie­
vances, would amend their own circumstances, by raising hurricanos in the state, and 
stirring up such commotions as sometimes shatter the constitution, and, a our own 
m moil'S can too adly inform us, often entirely deface and overturn it. When the e 
dangeroll incendiaries first set out to awe the government, what pains do they take to 
shew themselves disaffected, and hope to get places by arguments of their disloyalty, 
and run again t the court in hopes they will ask their price, and take them oft' by be­
stowing preferments upon them. For those methods being succes ful in former reigns, 
they revive jt) this. • 

King Charles the Second knew their game, 
And places gave and p nsions ; 

And had Ki 0' William's money tlowD, 
His 1 aje ty would 0011 have known 

Their consciences dimension. 

1 Epitome of J seph 
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But he has wisely given them up, 
To wOl'k their own de ire ; 

And layin arguments aside, 
As thing which have in vain been try'd, 

To fastings, want, and prayers. 

It is. lewd and unwarrantable step in politic. for seditious intermeddlers to expect· 
'to be gratified by profitable employments, for beina intolerably vexatious to th go· 
vernment, and by all the sbarkmg ways and mean imaginable to place themselve at 
th helm; for this cunning is not always crowned with success, but oftentimes the 
wild pursuer draw down ruinous consequence on their own heads, by attempting to 
ri e by such notorious acts a call tbeir fidelities into question; for if men can be loyal 
no longer than they are bribed to their duties by preferments, the king leans on broken 
reed, and cannot be secure till he has as many good places in his gift as he ha bad 
and hUllgry subjects in his kingdom; and if men would but consider that they have to 
do with a prince that is not to be hectored out of his favours, they would give over 
throwing obstacles in the way of their own rising, seeing there i no great feats to be 
done in this reign by such a fantastical conduct: Whereas the exercise of humility, 
loyalty, and modesty would melt his heroic soul into uch gracious considerations as 
would put him upon con idering how h might be still more beneficial to his people. 

The reignin sin, pride, ambition, and atheism, are other grievances that call aloud 
for redress, aod the neglect of suppressing them are to be reckoned among our real 
mismanagements, and as the can e of the molestations that afflict the stale. E!;)vy and 
obloquy spares nobody; the most unblemished virtue I not shielded fi'om tbeir darts. 
'Tis defined by Cicero, to be grief conceived in the mind at tile good which another 
man enjoys, and that good especially by which the enviolls mall receiv s no injury; 
but they are sick because other men are well; and the better it is with another, the 
worse it i with him. When men ha e consllmed thei r own eblate~ by idle and extra­
vagant expenees, they envy those that are grown ri ch by their industry; and this makes 
them curious in enquiring and prying into other men's affairs, that they may find some­
thln~ to les en them. A temper so far from being Christian, that there's nothing of 
humility, but much of the devil, in it. Hence it is that the rattling of a courtier's coach 
frights them out of their senses; the sight of a fine coat makes them ready to tear their 
.own clothes, though gayer, and puts them into uch a heat, that nothing but the pro­
mise of a good place can cool tb ir envy, or ivert them from declaiming against the 
court. tr:.Jling stories of mismanagement, detracting from their merits, and making large 
additions to their failings; and if the court oblige them with some fine thing to play 
withal, their pretended conscienciou8 clamours will submit to their interests, and then 
the oourt is the honestest place in Christendom. 

Pride and vanity are other ingredients that contribute toward the composition of a 
mal.content .. . for they s~veU the factions with such good opinion of dIem elve and 
then capacities for pubhc employments, that there is a necessity for other to be turn­
ed out that they ~ay have an opportunity to shew their rare qualificatiolls: and then 
the most compendlous ways to ootain their wight are to calumniate the court, and cut 
d~wn the oaks .that the rubs a1;ld underwood may flouri h; when all is but a grand 
I!ustak. ' for n~lther ~ave the posse sors deserved a writ of ea e, nor i the intruder qua­
h~ed eIther WIth bram ~r bQ~y for it; but bis pride and vanity cr wed up his own 
pnc~, and represented hIm ot g:r ater value than he was. But some Jucky hand being 
iiO klDd to plum the depth of hiS understanding procured hi dismission· and now in 

k· h 1 ' " revenge, 109, c u~c 1, court, . city, country must go to wrack, and suffer all the re-
proacbes that the Wlt and mahce of the party can invent. 

2 
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Haughty and amhitious ant.imonarchists are the other causes of all the fears and 
suspicions that are raised in England; for uch elevating their mincls abo"e tl 'ell ranks 
and the end of their institution, and wearing venerable title'), to humour ambitious 
freaks, some popular maggot or invented danger to wit.hdraw subjects from their alle­
giance is started; and thf' refore, if we would not be choused 0ut of our legal settlemt"nt 
before we imbibe their delusions, we had need make sh >{I enqUlries, whether tlJe 'pe­
dous pretences of their reformers don't design to justle out that univtr-;al fepo e whIch 
we have:: enjoyed under his maje ty's government, and therefore are all equallv obliged 
to promote it Innovations, which self-interested men would introduce into the admi­
nistration of the kingdom, have sometimes unhinged our regular constitution; but we 
rarely hear that they have ever corroborated the old, or have enlarged the power of the 
kingdom or the advantages of the people. History swells with examples which con­
firm th~ truth. How unanimously have our laws sentenced all commotions, thOflgh 
gilded with the fairest colours that art could invent. 'Tis attested by the experience 
Qf all ages, that the horrible evils which factious innovators, by raising fears and jea~ 

·lousit!s, have brought in amongst us, have been a greater burthen to us than any other 
a.ffiiction that could have happened. This is, and ever will be, the necessary COil equence 
of such endeavours; for if every sorry pretender of grievances sh~lIld take a licence to 
di~obey his superiors whensoever he has a mind to delive, himself of a complaint, then 
farewell society, for no form of government can subsist on these extravagant terms, 
since every one, hurried by his passions, would never want plausible reasons to ground 
his plea of resisting authority upon, and by this means our miseries would be end­
less. \ 

Our laws enjoin us to o~ey the king as supreme head and govemor, and forbid us 
entering into any engagements, that, by the widest construction, may seem to clash 
with our duty. Now such as by an implicit surrender devote themselves to any person 
or embodied 50ci~ty which are superior to them, if that society haye given allY signs 
of disloyalty, or of advancing themselves, the people are in great danger of being stript 
of their fidelity to their liege lord, when their leaders, who ought to animate the alle­
giance of the lower orders of men, become themselves the fir t deserters. 'Tis enough 
we give men of qualitJ the respect that is due to them, without being so much their 
vassals as to sell that liberty of ours, of which the king is the only master of. Not that 
I blame a defere"!Jce paid to great men, but I would not have their authoritative in­
fluence, hand over head, betray us to comply with their crimina] passions; 'tis worth 
the while therefore, first to observe, as I said before. whether these reformers of abuses 
themselves are loyal and steady in the intel'est of their sovereign, and whether there is 
not a snake hidden in the grass; and that, under pretence of rectifying disorders and 
mi managements, they have not a crafty design to hook us into a combination that un­
dem ine the throne of our prince; for if we get any light that· they drive at 0 black 
.an attempt, we must disdamfully retreat from such perfidious designs, and generously 

, a rifie evrry gliHtring advantage which they cajoled us with to our duty; and what­
.soev interest star~s up, to cleave inviolably to the kil1g, for as his side is th~ ju~test) 
o th advantages of sticking to it will be the most honourable and satisfactory. 
'T' nly the efIect of a giddy presumption that spirits on tumultuous subjects to 

uarrel with th administration f the state, imagining that public affairs would roll 
trior mOQthly if chemselves were in the mini try, or thing were managecl by their 
fanci ul 8chemes; whereas 'tis their duty to ubmit to thl" laws, to banish murmuring 
and ~tifle opposition, when a conformity to their regulations are r"equired. But if abo es 
do insinuate into the government. no doubt but we ought to wi h they were reformed, 
but let 110 man und rtake it without a lawful commis ion, and certain evidence of the 
facts; for all ex.trajudicial attempts and sinistt!r ends tend rather to the shaking of the 
monarchy than a{llending its defects. And after ull that stnte-mel1ders pretend to in 
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-cilanging the ministry, the king is the proper jud 'e of ev ry alteration; and th~ugb 
'he should not agree to such demands as carry a fair plausibility of right for their bein 
granted, still ought to acql1ie~ c with confidence, th' t his non-concurrence is for th 
real good of hi subjects i and though the reasons are b hind the curtain to us, the,. 
are evident and demonstrative to himself and council. How happy are we then, that 
11a e a king that caresses his subjects as his children, and with .an indefa~i~able appli .. . 
cation propagates the welfare of all under hi charge! How dutIful and dIligent there­

·fore should all his subjech be in their several stations, who bask under that sunshine 
to smother the gusts and ill designs of the mixtur early, before they become gloomy 
cloud, big with impending ruiu to darken the lustre of royal g~ace. , 

Here I had the thoughts of easing my reader from the fatigue I have given him; 
but I find myself under a neces ity of t'railing him a little further, before I can dismis 
him with eutire satisfaction. 'For having shewed him that there is a design carrying 
on at several cabals, either utterly to d prive bis majesty, or at least to lessen his au­
thority, I must shew bim now, that since it could not be done at once, as in the Assas­
sination-Plot, they are now doing it by d grees, and as the wolves would, first rob the 
·sheep of the assistance of their faithful allies, that they might become an easy prey to 
their de\'ourers; so that the mixture might impose upon the king at pleasure, 'twas l'e- > 

solved at another clul?, and ublished by on~ of their secretaries in 8 pamphlet,' oalled 
" An Answer to tbe D lancing Letter," that, ' 

" To preserve the honour of the f:,"Overnment, none or few who have gainful officeS 
·should be members of the House of Commons." 

Sure the gentlemen' of this club !lre men of great interest and corresponden¢e, and 
.-what they transact In their club-room strangely influences other places j for there is 
.scarce a page in the whore \ibel that has not been the subject of debates and resolutions 
.in more eminent associations, and then no wonder to see things go at this rate, and 
themselves so mightily concerned for the bonour of the nation, which was never fur­
ther in their thoughts tQan to make what earnings they could from their pretences Qf 

. having served the government: for some are well known amongst them, that now rail 
.at all above and below them, that ate not of their faction, that have had their hand 
.deeper in the king's pockets, and have received larger shares of his bounty than allY 
men of their 9uality in England, and yet are so ungrateful that they never afford hi~ 
majesty one good word, but, upon all occasions, detract from his virtues, eclipse hi~ 
glory, and by all the power they have lessen his authority; and in this their favourite 
project, aim at nothing less than, if it were possible, to leave him friemll s also, for 
·under that name they would exclude his officers, which are but the late king's politics 
reversed, and tend to no otper purpose but to express their ingratitude. 

Every protestant gentleman ID England, under such requi it~ qualifications as tb~ 
law has eatabl\shed, have a right to be elected members of parliament, Q.lld nothing 
c~n look ~ith a more ar~itrary countena~ce ';Ipon .the gentry. of England, than a de. 
sign of thlS nature j for It takes away theIr birth-rIghts, and slOks their honour in the 
.esteem of the ~ation, as il distinguishes them as men unfit to serve their country be­
cause they have the honour of serving their king. Is this for the honour of the go~ern. 
-mcnt, to persuade·the world, that they that serve the king are nO,t to be trusted in the 
management of public affairs. What a manifest contradiction i. this to common acnae 
that those. which other wh51es they. call the king's friend J must have a mark set uP'lli 
the~ a~ hIS great~st ,nenlles: for If they tru:ly love and faitbfully serve the king, as I 
am mclmed to thank they d~, because th~ mixture ha!e them, they will offer nothing, 
but what t\ley .ap'prehend ~Ill be of ~ervlce both to km~ and country, who e i terests 
an Jleve be dlVlded. but h,:,e and dle together. To thmk to serve the ~iJli by in' • 
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ring the country, is to dlscrown their master; and to think to oblige the n ati n, by les­
s ning the king' authority, and impairing hi revenue, is to beh ad t he people; theiT 
interests, as I aiel before. are so lnterwoven tocrether that one 'canno suffer, but the 
other sensibly fi Is't; and ·therefore the 'mixture ought to ive the offict'r some 0 her 
name, or let them k~ep their pia 'es. Besides, i it for the honour of the O'overnmel t to 
disfranchize the electors. and ridicule them a ignorant animals, who don't know who 
are fit to be theil' representatives in parliamenti' I not this arral~ning the commons to 
think an office can corrupt them, and bias them from their dut to their country? 
What di ing nuOllS reflections are these upon gentlemen. and what heart-burnings will 
it b O'et among us? How do they know which way these officers will vole, illce some 
officers vote as constantly against what they call the court-party, a if they helel their 
places by no other tenure; ought not every 'member to vote a his judgment directs 

~ hLrn, without being censured at every drunken club for so doing? And why hould 
tne yea1s be thought less judicious and conscientious than the no's, or the no' than tile 
yea's? God forbid; fOf the e are but bones of di ension thrown among liS to set all at 
quabbling: and that the seditious may find their own account in fa tening crimes on 

men of h Dour and worth, they neither know why nor wherefore: Whose juO'glings 
m'ay prove of dangerous consequence to the state, and to these who are over-reached, 
by them. . 

The design they manage,- in endeavouring to exclude all that have offices under the ' 
king ut f the House of Cornman is plain enou$'h; they are afraid the Icing's and 
coun~r,Y's affairs should thrive too-well, and therefore ' would have the House of Com­
mons to be like them elves, all of a piece, and wholly against the king and court. I 
~annot but wonder how they dare make such refl ctions opon the Hou e of Commons, 
as to in inl1ate there are any parties and faction among them, by pretending to distin­
guish who are for and against the interest 0 the king. What a liberty of cen uring all 
the rest do they furnish conversation with, when they propose the turninO' out orne 
particular memb r, under the supposition that they are in the royal intere t, which is 
unkil}d to the parliament, and ungrateful to the king: And I am only sorry that I am • 
not wholly at liberty to pursue and improve the results of my own thoughts upon that 
subject: Though they have partly spared me the labour in contriving their schemes so 
-ill, that they are neitlrer adapt d to persuade the wise, nol' to deceive the simple; their 
ibtrigues, and the slanders by which they manage them, being 0 open and barefaced~ 
that had an enemy designed to expose their wickedness, he could not have fathered 
upon them more unlucky in tances, than what is cover~d under this old trick of se­
clllding member, which we hope the Lord's wi doth and goodness will pre\'ent, les 
the same club, when their de igns are ripe, should think their lord hips also dangerous 
and useless, and propose it as a grievanc to be redressed. For what has been done 
may be done again, and the same cause will produce.the same effects to the end of the 
chapter. , ',' , 

Which is as evident as demonstration can make it, by the next step the mixture took 
at a ~bal held, as I take it, at the Old Devil of t Dun tan's, where to expr s their 
ingratitude to th height, and ~h w what sort of cards were trumps, wh n tbeir spies 
and emissaries, and the agents and factors which they keep in all corners of the town, 
to fetch and carry, to tr ffic for news, and support th trade of promoting fears and 
jealousies had brought in their straggling reports, they cam , to the e unkind resolu­
tion , and ordered them to be fugrossetl, and" printed and published b their fOfmer ' 

crt:tary, viz. A 

.-~ That Ie ting in aliens dimini hes the strength of the nation, ' and th refore the 
tdt must be remol'ed out of the kingdom, and a fatal day set for- their. departure. l~ 

~ P.ampplet predICt. p. 22,and 23.-0 ~. Not,. 
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itbout doubt the mixture will say these proceerling"S re for the honour of tbe g0-
vernment too. To in ite strangers to our assistance, and when they have ,don our 
work and contributed to the nation's deliverance from tyranny, and oppression, then 
to tr~at them with unkindness and ingratitude; ,~hich, as our ,case stands in ex ecta­
tion of what may happen, is as opposite to the honour and Interest of England, a 
Jight is from darkness. _ • 

Though I've no Lilly in my belly, 
This home-spun trutb I'll boldly tell ye, 

(And may 1 be no prophet) 
If thus we serve our truest fnends, 
Some nameles sparks may have tHeir ends.: 

And mischief may coble of it. 

Nay, those staunch senators I doubt, 
Who with a vote French armies rout, 

And quarrel who shall win most; 
Should Monsieur land, would surely fly, 
And turning tai~ 1 ern'c cry, 

The deY il take the hindmolt. 

. Certainly the gentlemen of this cabal are very loose in theh' sentiments, that find 
those aliens, now so great an eye-lore, that not long since they caressed with the higb­
.est expressions of respect, and ma.de such acknowredgments of obligations to-them, 
that they were never able to recompeoee. Pray. gentlemen, what have they done to 

erit your displeasure? Wherein ha\'e t"ey misbehaved themselves towards you, that 
.all of a sudden they must be shipped off as a dangerous people? How long ha you 
been persuaded that they have diminished the stren~th of England? re you oftbis 
opinion when they landed in Torbay, and with their swords in their bands, asserted 
your liberties? Could you have done the nation's work without them? If you could, 

by did you so earnestly reques their assistance, and if you could not, h would r!u 
have them used so unkindly? ;For shame, give over affronting the honour of Enghlh .. 
men with such ungrateful .cbaracters, and making the nation contemptible in the eyes 
()f all the world, for the sake of a few mal-contented clubbets, and the De t ti e you em­
ploy yOUi' secretaries pens, let it be to better purpose, aod enjoin em. for the honour 
.of you club room, to apologize for the slUrs tbey bave put upon the nation already. 

But the decree of the cabal you see is peremptory. Our Dutch friends mu t marcb 
off, and the reason they give for it is a double one, viz. 1 For every foreigner 1iving in 
England. A)' ther, we have an Englishman the less. That's strange! Since, if we bad 
Ilot had then assIstance, our quota during the war must have been grcmter, a con-
eq eutly more .. Englishmen must have fallen ' ce to popery and alavery, tban 

haa one, and therefore we bave more Engli hmea left alive for ba iDg had t 'as 'st­
ance, than 1n all probability we could ha e had, if we had wanted them, b1It th' cor 
against. the, Dutch lies deeper than every man·. aware of; for theat Yery men that pro­
pose~ p~kmg off the Dutcb~ not 101)g since were 81 zealous for promoting a biD ofm­
turahzatlon for al~ the Fre~ch: Tbough the latter uation are Ottr lmo n enemies. and 
the Dutch o,ur faIthful ~lIles, and e'llbarked n the same e against them. But it 
-seema the mixture knew what monarch protected the abdicated king, whoee restora­
tion i. a great po~nt among them, tl10Ugb kept behind the curtain; a d where the 
(!ourt of ~t GermalDs .tood; and th re were compooD 'tb the 0 GU , by 

• Lib. et p. predict-Orig. Not •• 
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tbewblg'kindness to that ~ttjon, and sending away the Dutcih, who, by inte.-est as well 
as alliance, were obliged to assist us when occasion served agtllDst them both. I could 
urge a great-deal more upon this head, but I know they are opon ,the fret already, for 
being tol,lched in the gaUed place; and being un willing to scour t\lem more, or meddle 
wit a '!asp's ne~ , jI won't ~ttemp~ ,to put a ~tatue of brass out of countenaD~e, or hope 
to conVlDce or slienee men of tben complexlOns. 

The great reason wby tbe "Dutch must troop off, is still to come, and though they 
were alway accounted as his majesty's domes tick servants, and have for many years 
attended his royal person in hi. p~ogresses, yet not a .hoof 111ust he left behind: and to 
eniforce this proposal tbey draw their unanswerable argument from a hen-roost meta­
phor, and say,' "Strangers are the nest-eggs of a foreign invasion:' See how thes 
witty gentlemen tumble in their pretty:. tropes; rickety beads a.nd arbitrary power, abe .. 
dient subjects and puppy-dogs, invasions and nest-eggs. Typical, topical, tropical) my 
red is green. What pleasant port migbt a man make with the grave speeches that have 
been made upon these beads, but I have no time to lose in winnowing chaff, or catch­
ing butterflies; and therefore shall, proceed to shew how these gentlemen forget them­
selves, and say and unsay to uphold the great hypothesis of being perfect enemies to 
his majesty. When a probability?f trouble from F~a~ee was urge!! as a feason to keep 
up such a number of troops as mlghtseQure the natIon from slloh attempts, then the 
mixture scoffed such obviating dangers as ridiculous imaginations. Then we hear of 
nothing but great courage, zeal, fidelity, and unanimosi.ty of the English nation, in case 
of a Fren~h invasion ~ , but wben the talk ·was not about tbe Dutch staying or going, 

11 those glorio-us epitbets are shrunk into, the meanest of spirit, and tJ:>ey sbewed the 
nation in such a cowardly po tUTe, as jf they stood aU,shivering behind the door, for 
fear of --- thousand Dutchmen; or that everyone of tbo.e nest· egg shOUld hatch 
such a brood of shake-bags i1S would beat all the 'fighting.cocks in England. Thus are 
w reJ>resen ed as tout as lions, or a fearful as bares, as will best agree with the de­
signs of the mix UTe: If the king would have land-forces proportionable to tho e of 
our enemie~ then there were no need of any other guards than his ha1berteers; for 
in case of any invasion every individual man 'n England would be a soldier; but if it 
be thought reasonable, civil, llld Qbligipg, that the Dutch guards sl.lOuld remain in Eng-
1 nd, then, up start fears and jealOUSies, and remonstrate such dismal accidents may fol­
J9W such ,an act of gratitude as may subject us tO,a ,conquest, and make us aU slaves to 
Holland. Did ever m~n make such wretched pretences? 'Tis a sad symptom that ill 
design are brewing, when such positive people are driven to such sceptical and doubt~ . 

• ful inn eQdo's, and are forced to take sanctuary in naked rnay-be'.s, aud thwart and 
affront bis majesty upon every trifli g suggestion, arising from the principles of dis .. 

. loyalty· so. that nothing m';1 t be d~me for him out of 1'e peet to hiS p non, or the 
Igbty d bveranoo he atcbleved, tl~l -U demands of the cabals, how unreasonable so­

ever, sbaH nrst be fully satisfi d. But why should ·we wonder r 'tis natural for this mix· 
ture to be displea~d with the grandeur a d' prosperity of tbe court. The height of the 
king~ £ l;city f~t8 the.' proud:' andenYious mi'nQs, and they are never so -apt to spy 
dangets,. ana complain of the badne of the times, as whe~ the gqvernment is like to 

IllOst tiQurishillg. They are incurable m~lcontents., and in tlread of an arbjtrary 
power, hich tlley say they have no reason to suspect, yet are makiDg encroachments 

OIl the royal authority, and lying at catcb for all idvantage$, and husbanding all 
oppo~uuiti. . abate .tOe sov~reiBn p! rQg:ltive, an . eel? the .monarch), low, by 
removlDg h 8 frJends, lmpoverlshmg Llis r venue, and bemg Impenous and mexorable 
. their i lpositions; is may be easily read in their resolV'e to exp 1 the Dutch, viz. ~ 
41 That a fatal day be set f~ t4e~r depar.ture." . 

• 
• Pamphl. predict. p. 2'.-01ig. Note#. 
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And why a fatal day? They could not mean it to the utch 'guards, for they were 
but going bome from whence they "came to our succour; and therefore mnst mean it 
in respect of u that it would be fatal when we want friends to be refused tb ir as ist­
ance. They we~e pleased to call the Dutch a dead weight upon the nation, and I wish 
all others that are 0 had bore tbem company; and then, as we have f~wer enemie , by 
bein well rici of the latter, and so the balance would be equal. The libel has yet some 
frarrments of history to give it a 'greater currency amo,ng the seditiou~ intermeddlers; 
but being nothing to their purpose, I shall not reckon It so much to mIne as to answer 
them; for since my whole design was only to expose these lewd scribbler, I hope I 
11ave done it to y ur content; and this affair being now amicably determined by the 
king and his parliaments, nothing more ought to be added but what I shall ever con­
tend for, viz. a dutiful obedience to our superiors. " . . ' 

I have now sh'ewed you the reigning evils of our present times; ~ive me leave to 
acquaint you by what ways 'and means they are raised ana continued to breed disturb­
ances, and then I shall clismi my reader. 

The spring and progress of all our causeless fears and jealousies, and the unhappy 
consequences that have attended them, are owing to tht more than ordinary industry 
of seditious men's trafficking for news, and employing a sort 0 idle peddling people to 
range up and down in quest of fresh intelligence, who importune all they meet to con­
tribute to the stock of st nd rin the government; and if they chance to meet any of 
their associates upon the frontiers of their re pective walks, they frankly impart what 
they have gained to each other, as beggar do their fragments: and seditious Chlbs are 
the common places of rendezvous, where they all unload, and every particular membe~ . 
partakes of the joint collections of the whole society, where a sull n grande of the 
mixture will give a guinea for a tale that humours his designs, that will Dot part with 
half-a-crown to pay his just debt; and by thi means all reports fly abroad witlr. 
such winged speed a may flush the party to blazon them in all quarter of the town 
and country. And if they get a story by the end that looks a little a- quint upon the 
court, and yet is not in itself full enough of remark and wonder, the club vamp it 
with new circqmstance of their own, arter, improve, and refine it, till they have m d 
it foul eno~gh to blacken the ministry. To thi end they vouch it with grave nod a d 
solemn face; they will talk shrewdly, and descant upon it with a thou and pretty 00 -
jectures; they will whisper in your ear some subtl and notable ob ervation of circum­
stances; ana with wise and politick forehead will suspect impo ible plots upon the 
people's liberties; foresee unthought-of designs in the court to that lJUfp -J, • and foretell 
strange a d prodigious events that must nece arily foHow; till by t. nd the like 
art~ they make ~ver, ~alse report .able to wal~ alone, with~ut th~ help of I ading­
strmg, and mamtam Itself upon Its own credit and reputatIOn, till the public voice 
confirms it, and then you cannot for shame be so uncivil to uemur upon the credibili­
ty of the brute, when it has rec~ived suc~ an auth?ritative sanction. And yet if you 
wo~ld trace the~t: stream~ to the!r fountalD, you might as well seek the bead of ilus, 
winch., though It falls With a. ml~hty. t?ITent, and overflow E~ypt with its welling 
streams, you must at last dertve Its ongmal, as some of the ancients have done from 
the mountains in' the moon. So if a Ulan would search for the authors of the~ mali., 
ci()u~, but fabulou~ relations, he shalrbe sUJ'e to have them fathered upon some very 
credible persons Without names, who had them from John-a-Noke who had it from 
John-a Stiles, who had jt from nobody. And if you will observe 8~d examine all re­
porta that bear the starnIi' of the intefl;llixture, as Chry i PUI did the or cular li of 
Apollo, you. ~i1l find, as be di not one in five huudrc:d that are not apparently for~ed 
and coulltedelt; and therefore I • e my leave of them in the words of. Ilte 
poet: 
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U For shame, give o'er these senseless lies; 
T very mob sees the disguise 

Of your dull shams and fears; , 
In vain you employ them as a blind, 
While we perceive you h,ave a mind 

To set·us by the ears. 

" Britain; which ~oes to Cresar own 
Her liberty; is ,vlser grown, 

Then the~e stale arts gi ve o'er; 
We' know your wry, distorted faces 
Are nought but tricks to get you places, 

And won't be bubbled more. 

," While Cresar does the throne sustain, 
You rail at monaroby in vain, 

And idly think to rump it; 
Though faction common good pretends, 
To serve their undermining end$" 

We'll cart their common strumpet.'" 

1 I 

A careful shunning of impostors and make-bates, and leaving them in the cloud 
they 'ave raised, is therefore the duty of every good subject, lest, assisting the sediti-
ous in their vexatious contrivances against the government, you dash upon the rocks 
of oif'Cnce, and ruin y:our present pretensions and future hopes. To avoid ,those danger ; 
study to be quiet; continue your allegiance to the king; be obedient to your equals, 
and civil to all men. The practice of these virtues will procure you friends, and hn­
print a belief in aQthority that you deserve their favour; it would be the best security 
of our privileges, of public good, and steady government. For there is in every virtu­
ous and heroic soul such a sense of his subjects love and duly~ that'twould be an affront 
to the ingenuity of human nature to suppose tha,t a prince can be seV'ere UpOD a willin~ 
and obedient people. '. 

A Letter directed to the Righ~ Honourable the Earl of Perth, Go'Oerno1' to tke Prince. 
I 1700. • .. 

D~ LuntZ, 17 Februarii, rD. S.] 1700. 

Tb.i. letter, wbicb i . pa~sed over in ilence by'Bishop u~net and other bis~ rian , was int rcepted 
,t. e F.Jencb Juall of 10th Februaty, • S. und was' Instantly ~oronlUn\Cat d to t.be Hou eo 

Lord ad made publi~ in ol'ller to e cit a pi t of national d li nee and aniin ity to th . 
French. It was fortunate f()~ the court that they na $ucb a counter-b lance to oppo e agai~t . 
tne fears and jealousies which had he~n generally excited by the Barrier Treaty. 



T,.llctl _'ng "., . ,. if .,,,,.. ... 111. 

POII' reading thi. day a communicated to tt\c!rMI_ ',by bia I coa-
IDalld, dated j ~th February, 1101, a d directed, To the' ourable the Earl of 
Perth, Gov.emot to the Prince, TheN!, t 's ordered by e Spiritual and Tem-
~ itt Parliament asaetnbled, That t Lord K~per- 01 tbe ~al of Engla 
do give order that the aid leu. fort 'th, priuted and • 

AnilE Joa 

Friday, lSthofFebruary, 17c)1~ 

in society with the other, theBe who 
• ..... ,not .. ; 10 that 10 long 88 the otber is 

_q .... 1&ftIII1V1Irw... ilMWcr think meet ure. 
theae very per. who are thus 
, the catboijcs, and the Earl of 
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they cannot, without hurting th~ir affairs, do what they would, to do what they can; 
and remember the fable of the dog, who lo~t the substance for the shadow. 

Assurances from the non-swearers, the soundest and venerablest part of the English 
church, would be of great use at this time, to persuade France to undertake this great 
affair; for besides their own example at a landing, and their preaching and writing to 
the people, that their religion was in no danger, it is most certain they know better 
than any others can, what the church of England in general would do for the king's 
service, and they being to run all the hazard, would be better believed at the court of 
France than any other, 8S I found by experience. 

As to the catholics and others associate with them, unfortunately for the king, they 
were thought to have too much inclination for me, and so have been reckoned as use­
Jess to the king; but 1 must beg leave to say, that undertaking was the best feather in 
his wing, and was most ju tly thouO'ht so by him, and by the court of France too, ev n 
to that degree, they pretended if tl1is and the other article concerning the clergy cou1d 
be made appear, they would concur with the king to invade England. They con ist­
ed of seven regiments f horse and dragoons· theh arms, trumpets, kettle-drums, 
standards, &c. were all ready, and are yet iu surety; their men were all listed, and their 

- officers ch9sen, and they bad twenty horses to a troop, which troops lying at a distance 
in a horse~country, hventy horses would soon have mounted the rest. 

Those who could not divine th greatness and the use of the undertaking) blamed 
the rashness of it; and even some churchmen have not been disapproven for endeavour-

. ing undutifully (because contrary to the king's written orders) to break the design; 
but I desire you now, for all this, to believe, that you have not. such another argument 
to use to the court of France as this; and if you could make it appear, as it might have 
been done some years ago, I should have very good hopes 0 this summer's work. 

ay, let the kin~ have what other hopes, or even promi es, you please from the court 
of France, this 18 to be encouraged, and. if possibl~, to be pllt in the circum tances it 
was in; for if ever there be a landing in EngLand to purpose, it must be before th y 
cab be armed, and they cannot be armed before the parJiament come to a resolution 
concerning the waf; and, considering the few troops in England, suppose these men to 
be no better than militia, wbat a diversion would it be ? 

It is not necessary for Ole to say any mOre of this articlE', till I know wbether their 
majesties have as good an opinion of this undertaking as I have. If so, I shall shew 

bat 1 think to be done in it; if otherwise, I shall save the pains. 
As to the Earl of Arran, it would be of great use to have an understanding with him. 

He will have none where can pry ; his all is at stake, and he ought to be wary 
ith whom he ventures to deal. 
I think it better for the king's service, that the court-party prevailed in the manner 

they have done in the parliament of Scotland, than that the country-party should have 
got their will. Opposition swells the wat rs ta a flood, and so long as the countr,,­
party is not di couraged, they gain more ground in the kingdom than they lose in go­
vernment. So that the di affection to the government will mcreast!; and one rflay 
judge of the nation in general. which is of another mper than tbis pretended parlia­
ment, or er pre byterian rabble, ill representing the nation. For since ven in it 
there is -such a strugglli against the government, what would there be in a fre parlia­
ment. which the P. of O. durst never hazard to call ? 

The nation then, at least a great part of it, being disaffected to this government, jt 
is of the last consequence that E. Arran may know what to do in ca of an invasioll 
of E d, or in case he and his friends be obliged, for self-pre rvation, to ris iu 
t defence. 

J, who are, and ever were, ll-affectcd) are to be gained by money; and a 
gaua great way with them. 

VOL. r: 
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The disbanded troops would be engaged, and the officers are well"inclined. 
The places of 8tren th oul be secured; and such as can be put in defence (with­

out expenees) fortified. 
To do aU this, at least such a part of them as can b begun with, a small sum will 

ser e, and he ought to have hopes of it, and of the command. 
The e being only heads to be disconrsed of, and much to be said of every part, it i 

not to be thought that this letter can carry a final conclusion; for it may be upon dis­
course, I might change m mind, or be more confirmed in, and see further. 

This m kes me insist again to you, upon two things, as appearing to me -absolutely 
necessary to put thing upon a right foot . 
. The first is tIle removing of all impediments out of the way, nnd sending all suspect­

ed per ons to Champain or Burgundy, according to their goust. 
And he second i of tl last use, both to their maje ties and the prince, which is the 

establi hing of 'uch a number, under no qualificationJ to talk of their affai.rs in their 
majesty's pre ence, with whom we can freely converse and propose what may be for 
their majestie service. < 

As for the first, it will be for the king' reputation, both at the court of Rome, France, 
and with aU his true ri ds in England, for many reasons . 

As for the sec d, it is accordi g to cripture, "In the multitude of counsellors 
there is safet ." 

otbing i 0 dangerous a first to determ~ue what one will do, and then hear rea­
son against it, and im,lat the deaf adder, who harkens not to the voice of the charmer, 
let him charm never so weetly. Reasons against resolution taken, offend, and the 
more force they hay , they offend the more; . whilst before the resolution be taken, 
reason ha its ffect, and the determinations are not the effects of humour and faction, 
but of prudence and justice. 

If in any thing I fail, I'll wear it's want of understanding, and not of will. And I 
beg that their majesties may be persu~ded, that it is not humour nor vanity, but their 
servioe, I have jn my view, who am, . . 

.My dst. hr. 
Most humbly yours. 

There are no letters Ii'om England; I expect and am promised,---
I forgot to tell yo~, tha~ ~he conjunctur ought to be improveu s~ long as the court 

of !ra ce have the III oplDlOn of the Pro of Orange's treachery, discovered lately in 
tl ell hands. . 



An E,say upon tltt p1'csent Interest Q[ England. By George Stepney, Esq. 1701. 1'0 
which are added, the Proceeding8 if the House of Commons in 1677, upon the Fl'enclt 
Kinls P1'o fTress in Flanders. 

NulJa CIt acerbilal, gum non omnibu$ hac orMs tcrrarUnt perturbalione, impelld6re 'lliacat14r.-Cie. Ep' t. Fumil. 

(I Georg StE'poey, Esq. ot the fAmily of Pendergast, in Pcm brokeahire, was son of it Thomas 
Stepney, it. His fath r r~ ideo 10 'Westmin Lef, where Mr ~ l eplley was bo.m in J66~. f'or­
tunntely for him h reoeived his educali n at that place, where a mulual Tt'lI'ard commenced 
belwe 0 him and Charles Montague, E q.; indeed they were inseparabl s both there and at 
rrl'init. College in Cnmbrid~e. The latter, after val' ou state employanents, ro e to be Earl of 
Halifax, uodhnd equally wIth hi friend a tasle for letters. Montagu, viewing St plley with 
partiality, oetermined to graft upon the writel' of some very indifferent poetry the djplomatic 
character. Stepney bad cocnp red Jame II., on bis accession, to Hercules; but the two friends 
deslrled tbe (:ause of Jam H. when WiUiam came over, and enlisted uDder his banner, where 
they made a considerable figure. ThJ minor l)oet was sent in a public capacity to the courts 

. of loe Emperor of Germany, the King of Polaod, and the Electors ofaxony, Mentz, Treves, 
Coloble, Palatine, nnd B,.andenburgh ; the Land rave of He e; the Co gress at Frankfort; 
and the 'tale of Holland. These negociations employed his time from 1692 to 1706; but he 
had been appointed 0. lord of trade in 1697. Tuere oon be little doubt he would have been a 
serviceable subj~ct, having been 0 much employed, had he lived longer, but he died nt Chel­
sea in 1707, aged 34. The poem he published are now little known, and les read. A a st tcs­
man be seeros to have had great pow en, nnd wa an amiable and accompli bed gentleman. Mr 
Stepney was buried in Westminster Abbey, where there i a monument to his memory. The 
same teal which friendsbjp shewed him Jiving has pourtrayed rus character 00 the marbJe, with 
an attention to dates so numerous and minute as to overlay the inscription, nd confound ralher 
than inform the render!'- OBLB, I. 175. . 

t . _, 

THE peace of Riswick had scarce composed the differences of Chri tendom; when 
the iog of pain's sickne ,who is at length dead without is ue, alarmed it afre h. 
The uncertainty of who hould succeed to the vast dominions he a master of, some 
of which furnish all this part of the world with gold and silver, could not but give 
great concern to al,1 hi neighbouring states and priuce. The known competitor for 
this great inheritance were the present emp ror, the dauphin, and the Prince Ete toral 
of Bavaria. Tbe former i by all owned to be the next heir male of the hou e of Au -
tria; which has reigned in pain near two age, and would be allowed, n by the 
French, to have a unquestionable title, if the snlique law, which excludes ~ male 
from the government, were of force to pain a it i in France. But that wi e con ti­
tution in the French government prevails not among ,t it neighbour, who will blindly 
persevere to give France the arne advantage over them, which the church cnjo '5 0 "(,I' 

the laity in popish countries, viz. that it ma e el' be cquirm , and can ne 7er lien te. 
The defect of it in Spain, , ill, I fear, co t Chri tendom very dear at t11i onjuucture, 
since it opens a door to the Fr nell pretensions; it beh g well known that tht: dauphin' 
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clai w by his mother, who was dll9ghter to Phi1i~ IV •• sister to tbedece;lsecl kingf 
and married to the present King (?f France imme?iately after t~e Pyrenean treaty; by 
wbich treaty, most olemnly 8wo;e to by,. bot~ klDg~, th.e Spanlar~s thought they bad 
sufficiently S~C(lr d themselves fr<)ID the Frenen dorntDatlon; and mdeed se) t~ley bad, 
if oaths or treaties, hitherto accounted the most sacred ties that God could enjoin, Qr 
mankind could devise. were of any force. For 'ti notorious, that Lewis tV. and 
hi ueen did, UPQD their marriage, in the most solemn manner, renounce all preten­
sions that might accrue by it ~o them and their children upon the Spanish dominions. 
And 'tis a notorious that the same Lewis TIV. did, within these two years, order toe 
Count d'Harcourt, his ambassador at Madrid, to assert the right of his SOD the dauphin 
tQ the ,panish succes ion. The occasion for his so doing was, that the King of pain 
had made a will, declarhlO' the Prince Electoral of Bavaria, the third pretender I men .. . 
tioned, successor to the whole mOllarchy. The French arriba sador obeyed his orders, 
aDd gave in a memorial, complaining of i~ as an injustice done to the dauphin, w!lom 
he a scrted to hay an undoubted right to succeed to that crOWD. The memonal I 
mention the rather. because it shews what a deference his most Christian majesty had 
at hat time foJ' the 1 iug of Spaio 's wW. The young prince died SOOD after, which put 
a stop to the French ill tances, otherwise the peace of Europe might have been disturb­
ed before the panish throne had been vacant. His oeath left the comp~ition be· 
twe D t le bouse of Au tria and Bourbon, and all the potentate of Christendom full 
of care for this great de 'i 10n. The boundless ambition of the French king, who has 
been long ob ervell1.Q a~m a universal monarchy, gave tht: w,orld reason to fear that 
he would atteml~t the union of both monarchies, wbich, if cOIDlJasscd, would ma.ke it 
ery easy to e&ecute the remaining part of his vast projects. HIs power, so lately f It 

' n a t n y a1' war, waged against a confederacy of the most powerful states of Europe, 
nune it evident that the emperor alone would not be able to defeat his enterpri e~ es­
pecially if we consider the advantages the situation of France gives him over his. com­
petitor, whose territories are not imm diately contiguous to any part of the Spanl h 
dominions, wJJereas France is not only contiguous to Spain, but separates if from the 
rest of the world, witll no part of which, ex-cept Portugal, it can bave any commerce 
other wi e than by sea; but the emperor has not a seaport, nor a ship in the world, and 
m\lst, tllertfor , be beholden to o~her~ wbenever he will attempt ~ny thing upon Spain. 
Those other could e only the Enghsh or Dutch, they alone QelDg able to cope wit~ 
FranCe at sea j so those two llations seemed to be u'nder a necessary dilemma whenever 
the King of Spain should die, either to sit .still and see the French quietly takt: possession 
of paio and the \Vest Illdie , or to rene\van expensive and hazardous war; unles$ 
some expedient were f{)und out before the case happened, to satisfy tne pretenders in 
such a manner as should be least prejudicial to ours and the Dutch interest. Such an 
expedient the treaty of partitioq was thought to be, antl,.a such, agreed to by .FrClDcc, 
the KiDg of .England, and the Dutch. The advauta~es which redounded to the French 
by the t~eatYt which a~ne~ d to, tbeir crown the kingdom of Naple aud Sicily, w,ith 
tbe provInce of Lorram and GUlpuscoa, hesides some seaport towns in Italy, made it 
reasonable to believe tJ1ey would have stuck to it,. rather tllan have ventured tQ c,h'aw 0 

, themselves aQother general war, . 
1 'he kl:h~1 who had th~ int~re8t of England and Holland to manage on this occasion" 

~. uowlllIng to engag~ e~l In a n~w w~r~ Wl.lich they would have been neither ov~r. 
wilhng or able to ,u talD, If ~h~ Klog of, Spain had died DOl) after the peace; ana.) 
~erefore" thou:-.ht It most advi cab e, to,y!eld up to .France such provjnc 8 of the Spa­
n h dOOllRlflR as would be }eas,t prt'Juchclal to the e nation. And such, 'tis e iOeut; 
those abo e.-J\&m,ed. are, .whlch Jf auy one dou~)t, 1 t bim but consider whether the &i·n. 
gle town of CadJz III Fre.nch hallds w()uld not prove more destructive to us than all we 
have aameti,.to ~ay n<.lthlDg pf Flanders or the West Indies; all which, with ~e bQdy-
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of Spain, could have been secured to the 110use of Au tria no other way than by a ar, 
or such a treaty. 

I am hot ignorant that many objections have heen made against it; to an wer all 
which were a proper task for one thoroughly acquainted with aU the stepll and tran .. 
actions of that negociation, which I profe s I am not, and I shall therefore, in vindica­
tion of it, on1y repeat, that it as designed and c lculated purely to pre erve th fJeace 
of these countrie ; which single argument ou ,.ht surely to reconcile to it an those who 
were weary of the last war, who complained of the heavy ta:ll;e it occasioned, and of 
tbe great debt it bath left the nation loaded with, and who, out of their great t nd r­
nes to England, opposing all such equal and easy method ' of rai ing money as ~o ltd 
have kept us out of debt, took care the war hould be felt, lest, said they, the king, 
whose ambition and delight wa to head armies, might, by the ease he should fitld in 
paying them, be tempted to perpetuate the war. 

If tben tbe necessity of out' affair, flowing from the mi taken mea ures they took in 
furnishing suppli to hi maj ty upon land -banks, and otber deficient fund, forced 
him to make a peace, which by this/ treaty he has endeavoured to perpetuate, will they 
find faults, and complain of .the moderation of a prince, who ha done violet ce to hi" 
own martial inclination for the ease of hi people? Or are the gentlemen I pea of on 
a sudden become such champions for the honour of England, and the intere t of Eu­
rope, as to object that the continuation of a peace IIhould not have been purchased at 
so inglorious a rate, as by giving up to France, apIes, Sicily, &c. whereby the balance 
of Europe would be gr atly endangered, which 'tis our chief interest to SUppOI-t? If so, 
I he~l.ily congratulate with them their new magnanimou resolutions, which they may 
SPQ.U have an occasion to exert, the treaty of partition b~iDg now quite out of doors; 
and the balance of Europe in far greater danger by the Duke of Anjou's accession to 
the crown of Spain. 

Dut 'tis obje~ted, that the danger we are now in is a con equence of the treaty, 
which compelled the King of Spain to make a will in favour of France. ow, grant­
ing thi to be trne, I appeal to auy reasonable man, wh ther he ought fr m tbence to 
jnfer, that we should sit still and suffer France quietly to reap the fruit of its pertidi-o 
ou ne.8. Does not e perience teach us, that measure concerted with the greatest 
prudence, at lea t with the best intentions, do often fail of succe ? Or shall the fa) e" 
ho d of our enemies, which has defeated the end of a \ ell·meant treaty, furnish u with 
an argument to neglect our own safety? I hope no Engli hman will re on so e "tra· 
vagantly, nor be so blind, a to revenge upon him elf and his country a suppo ed mis. 
rnanat)cment of the court; were it not far better, if on all ides, waving n invjdiou 
retrospeclion of pa t miscarriages, we consulted with as much unanimity as our com~ 
mon danger require, what mea ure are to be tak n for our future curity? 

That we ar III tbe greatest dang r of 10 iug ollr trade, our liberty, and our religion .. 
will hardly be d nied by any man who \ ill seriou ly reflect on the con equence likely 
to a tend the pre ellt union of France and pain, unless he can suppo e th French 
kin~'s ambition satiat d with thi O'real uece s; and that a hi pO\ el' to do mi, chief 
shall in rea e, hiS ill Will to us, aud hi hatred to our r ligion, hall be 1 ssened. r 
will it be said, to remove our fear., that he sh 11 hav no influence on the panish 
coun el ; that the inter 8t 01 France and pain will remain distinct; and that th n w 
kin cp, fOIW:tting hIS country, IIi obligation to his grandfi ther. nay, nd hi own in­
t rest, (luI' kin sand th 11' peol>le may om time h· re Iff~r Itt interest.) hall become 
a perfect pit iafo, and ' U tl',cate the old allian e of hi fO n? V ill th e mple ' 0 

th duke 0 BlirguD y fOltllerly, and of th duk s of Hoi ein" who pr ved the roo t 
bitter enemit's to the hou e of Franc and nmark, of bich thpy w re de c nd , 
be aU g J a' proo s t Illt ur th r and kin'men, W J n prine do not agre better than 
mere straugt!l's. This argument, lown, may be 0 force to prove tbat hereafter tbe. 
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E and Spanish branches of the hOuse of Bourbon, .f they continue separated 
may have quarrels and bloody, ran. Nay, 'tis -;elY likely that. the descendants or th 
Duk of Burgundy (if he have any,) may, aftet their grandfather's exampl~, protest 
against the validit of hi renunciation to the Duke of Anjou: But 'tis our misfortune 
that ten years good agreement between the grandfl ther and grandson may do our bu-
. e s,and that the differences which may fall out afte.rwards between tbe two branch­

es of the house of Bourbon will come too late to retrieve our lost religion and liberty. 
It beho us, therefore) chiefly to take care for the present, and to con id r whether 

it be not mOlt likely that nature and education, backed With. the. stronge t ties imagi.., 
!lable of gratitude t~ a grandfathc:, who has no stuc~ at YI?latlD two most solemn. 
treaties,' and bazardmg a war, whICh may prove the rum ot bls own country, and to a. 
father bo has renounced his own right to aggranuise this new king, will not incline 
bim to have the utmost deference for his benefactors. Or should we suppose lIim so 

ery a king as not to be a'Cted by any principles of nature or gfatitude) we must be­
lieve him al 0 ery blind to hi own interest if he does not see that he wi1l for a COll· 
sidetable time stand in need of hi grandfather's aid and protection, to secure both 
himself and his ne\v dominion agaiMt foreign enemies, and those lute tine di turbarrces 
which generally attend changes of government in all countries. The fear of the 
French arms induce t.he late king's CO\lnr.il to dictate a '11 in fa ollr of a Frenchman, 
and has compelled the Spaniards to acquiesce in it, and so consequently gives to the 
Duke of Anjou's title aU th strength it bas: Let th~ fear be once removed, and twilt 
be impossible for him to defend Milan and Flander against the emperor, or even the 
body of pain, in the condition 'tis no against tht: Portugue , • . 

bich makes it evident that he cannot depart from the protection of France W)th. .. 
out pulling-on hinlself manifest ruin: And the continuation of that protection he will 
certainly enjoy DO longer than while he deserves it., by the most absolute compliance 
with the directions he shall receive from thence. If he prove an undutiful child, and 
be refr.actory, will it not furnish the dauphin with a pretence to a sert his own title, 
and invade pain ~ith the whole power of }"'rance, while the emperor endeavours to 
lop off some limb? 

Would he not, besides, cut hi self off from all hopes of succeeding to the crown of 
France, the prospect 0 which is not SO' remote as not to deserve his consideration, The 
Duke of Burgundy has no ohildren, and 'tis generally thoogbt ill France that he will 
l1ave norte; till be have a sou, I am sure 'tis tbe preseut King of Spain's interest to be 
a. Frenchman, and rno t dutiful to his grandfather and father, especially since kin~ ate 
allowed to have a power of disposing of their crOWns by will ; and, consequently, that 
UpOJl any d',sgust given his parents, bis yo.unge~t b.fother, tbe Duke of .Derry, might be 
declared heIr to the crown of France to Ius pr JUdice, as be has been to that of Spain 
to hi father's and elder brother's. 

It would be ~ wrong offered to the judgment of any impartial reader, if I should fur­
ther insist on this argument, which but too plainly at first sj~ht evinces the truth of 
wha~I would assert, to wit, That the Duke of Anjou will enJoy a ~in~sbip fOf Ollle 
time p~rely titular, and be in effect no more than a crowned vjceroy to lus grandfather. 

Yet If any man require a stronger proof of what I here advance, I send him to the 
French king fo~ conviction.: H!s. preference of the wiJl to the treaty of partition re" 
solves the qu~tlon. F~r SIDce . tl8 well known that the strongest lu~t of oM t)1 rants is 
to extet1d. theIr despo~lck empIre, ~nd that, notwithstanding he has di di:1ined to ac. 
cept of klDgdom!f; whleh, by adhermg to the· tr aty, he might have annexed to his 
1:J'OWD, can we 8uppose that he had letts prospeat in view than at pres nt to govern th 

• Pyr,ooe I and that of Partitiol.'l._Orig. ate. 



Histor,ical Tract,. 199 

whole monarchy of'Spain, and of taking such measures as sball hereafter annex that 
empire to his own, or at least the rno t considerable members of it? 

Now if it be granted that he has obtained that end, as it must neces arily be if Eng"! 
land. by acquiescing to the will, abandons her allits, and suffers the new domination 

, of France to take root, let us impartially consider whether1 after such an Bcce iOll 0 
power to a prince. already too formidable, the loss of our religion, liberty, and t ade~ 
(as I have already said,) does not seem inevitahle. 

Tbat it i the interest and desire of the French to de troy both the Dutch and us 
will easily be allowed, since tis we who for a Ion time ha e checked their pride and 
disappointed their ambitious designs. Our maritime po ~' er is terrible to her, nor will 
she readily forget the affront received at La Hogue; be id that kin '$ affectati n to 
be the champion of popery, and his usage of our protestant brethren in his~ dominions 
tell us sufficiently wbat we are to expect from IJim. ' 

The same superstitious principle \ in Dot fail to make the Spaniards concut cheer­
fully with any mea ure he shall propo e to ruin our trade, which, being the great 
source of our wealth, is con quentJy the greatest .s?pport to the prote .tant, eljgioD, 
so much abhorred by them. And what opportumtle they have of dOlng H, is but 
too obvious to any man that knows what a vast coast they pos ess in b th worlds' to 
say nothing of the Streigbts-moutb, which, with the help of a French fleet, they c~m-
mand absolutely. . 

Nor is there any thing to hinder the French from monopolizing the wool of Spain, 
which would at once destroy our fine drapery, whicl perhaps is the only con iderable 

. manu/aeture in which we have no d~ng rous rival~ \\:"h~t proportio~ this part of it bears to the whole I cannot determme, but certamly 1t IS very conslderable; since 
besides the vast quantities of it exported to Turkey and Per i we vent considerablY. 
of it every year to Hambourg, Holland, c. whereas we haH then be obliged to sup­
ply ourselves with it from France f01" our own consuDlption. 

Besides, can we doubt that whenever the French shall desire it, the Spaniards wi 
clog our trade to pain with such exorbitant duties, and give u such other trouble 
and vexations, that we shall be obliged to quit that gainful COUlmerce, which will be 
engrossed by Fran e, where all the money that come from America will then c~ntre, 
in return for the linen and woollen manufactures it will be able to upply their Indies 
and pain withal. WI a't if, he i{)es thcse advantage, all the French ubjects haH be 
naturalized Spauiard, and, a sucb, have liberty to trade freely from 'rance to the 
West lndie ? I it not evident that this single privilege will nabJe them to under-sell 
u , though we should be allowed to trade on our old foot to adiz, and that con e­
(Juently 'twill carryall the treasure of tbe new world to France? Or can we promise 
oUI'/)el ves the contiouanc of that most b oeficial trade carried on of l te ear by con­
nivance from Jamaica, direc\ly to the continent of their America? Jan we, 1 y, pro­
mille ourselves any indulgenci.e of that kind f1' m the Frenohified paoiards, ho ~ill 
be governors in all tb ir ports ? 

I might dwell much longer on th~ ubjcct; ?ut fler wh t ha been hin e~, 18Jo1peal 
to. any [' asonable man, wh tiler 'tWIll not b 1 the powel' of the French 1(.lOg to im­
pov rkh us more by a tile: rs peace, as thin no • tand, th n 'ti prob ble war of 
the same cQntinuan would do? , 

When thi mis -hief is felt, 'twill be in vain for us to repent our mi t ken me ures, 
in having prefi red an ,igDQOliniou and de tru th e peal; to a , wbj h mi ht have 
been madt With advantaO'f, afet , an lory. And if ve h II th n aUt'mpt a war 
against an enemy, who e wealth will be increa d in the am , or greater proportion 
than both ours, and the Dutch willl> s ned, 'twill be too Jate, inee we hall be d • 
titute of tho~ allies we fil'!Jt desrt d, an hall helVe ufti red sucb a diminution of our 
power at home, that 'twill th~n be madness to provoke an enemy so much above our 
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strength. But ther is no fear of o~r being gUilty of su~h rashn~8s ! w.e shall then ha,!e 
learned humbler thoughts, and tlunk ourselves bappy 1f that InvIncible mOll~roh wll\ 
allow us pea eably to njoy the product of our own island. But even that will in alf 
probabiJity b denied us, and the continuance of that inglOl'iol1 peace, which many are 
~ow so fond of, must be purchased at the expence of our religion and liberty. ' 

The abdicated prince will be imposed upon us, and, if we are stubborn, we shall b 
used 88 traitors to God and our lawful king. . 

That the rench king-will attempt to re-establish that family will easily be agreed 
to. if we eonsider that nothin~ can be imagined so aO'1' eable to his interest, his resent­
ment, his ambition, and his bhnd zeal for popery. To his iDtel'e t, by humbliDg a fre 
aad powerful state, the liberty and · flomishing conditio~ of which must be great eye­
Bores to a tytant who would ha~e all people as miserable as his own subjects, that they 
may more easily endure their slavery; to his resentment Ilnd intcre t, by revenging· 
himself upon those w~o have proved the main o~stacle ~ his 10ng-coUl't~d uni~ ,rs,al 
monarchy, and who, tl11 they shaH be humbled, wIll contmue to be so. ,HIS ambltJon, 
'tis wen known, wa nev r inee his reign so foiled a~ by his forced compliance to own 
our present king, after a ten years war to support :F ing James, whose interest ~e bat.l 0 
ofteu publickl declared be would never abandon. And 'ti now the common di COUl'S 

in France, that nothing is wantin to complete the glory of Le vis the Great, and to 
raise his Dame above Charlemaigll's, but the re-establishment of lhe King of En land. 

" ' hen, tberefore, to th e consideration we add, tbat in tigations will not be wan t­
ing from Rome to prosecute sO piolls and I'eligiou a work as the reduction of England 
to the catholick faith, (for that ,wise court will ~10t only find its interest by 0 II, con­
version, but will secure the peace of Italy, which i its great aim, by procuring s . eh a ' 
diversioB oftbe French arm ,) when (I say) we cortsid l' aU the e matters eri<JUsly, \\':e 
must pe very scepticks if we can doubt that such a design will be et on foot as soon 
as ther shall be a prospeot of its being carried on successfully; that jf as soon as we, 
by aCknowledging the new king of Spain, and by refusing to assist the emperor in his 
just pretensions to that monarchy, shall have forced both him and the Dutch to make 
the best terms with France for themselves, which, in their forsaken condition, they 
can obtain. From that day wm cease theconfidenoe so necessary to be kept up b • 
tween us and our ,olJ confederates, aDd Wf. shall stand upo,n our single bottom, exposed 
to the joint attempts of Franc, Spain, and Flanders, nay, perhaps of Holland too, if we, 
by deserting toem at this time, shall either expose them 0 be conquered, or dri .. 'e them 
to a necessity of securinfO' themselves from that fuin, by throwing themselves. into the 
'Protection of France. ask any reasonable m<1n, whether it is probable that in such a 
<:ondition we can be thought able to with tand their joint attempts, divided a we are 
a hornet and not so secure of the affections of Scotland and Ireland as were to be 
·wi hed? 

So that it) our present case I do not take the question to be, Vhether we shall have 
war or ,peace? but, Whether we shal~ with a good grace, begin a just and honourable 
war, w?th the assi tance of powerful allies, 01' by declining it sham fully at present, be 
forced III '3. short time, for our own defence, to make it with the utmost disadv~Dtage ? 
Every honest Englishman' will readily answer this question wheb so stated, and con­
clude for war. 

If it be ob~ected that the, q~estion is not fairly stated, ODe of these three thing$ must 
be urged agamst the foregOIng argument; either that France and pain will not attack 
us, nor endeavour to re-establish King Jame and popery; 

Or, secondly, t11at' if they should jointly att mpt it England alone would be able to 
defend itself against them: ' 

Or~ lastly, that though they should attack us, we ' shall find confederates able and 
willing to assist us. 

10 
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As to th fir t objection, viz. That Frallce and ·pain will not attempt us, I thin 

enough has already be n aid to prove, that it i the intere t and desir of France; it 
remains, therefore, only to con ider whether it be not rno t probable that pain wiH 
concur to an undertaking so m ritorious, according to the bigott d principle of that 
people, who e blind zeal will, on uch an occasion, be rou ed ann animated by all heir 
priests, and other emi arie of the court of Rome: Deside, let an 11 n ref onably 
shew how their present king and ministry n deny to ranee this, ·or mudl more, j 
required. It i by France, as we have already ob erved, that the Duke of nj u must 
reign, his mini try be upported, and their monarchy be protected, all which will make 
their dependence a absolute upon that cro~ n, that they dare refuse nothing; but ti 
n edless, by argument, to confirm matter of fact; they have already outrun our fear 
and jealousie , nay, even the de ires and hope of the French king, who has not at tili 
time in ranee va sats more servHely devoted to him, than the Spani h council bas h wn 
itself to be by its late precipitate mea ure . 
. The paniards will moreover, by 0 doing, satisfy their resentment conceived against 

l.1 for having presumed to divide their monarchy; for with what disdain and indlana­
tion they received the Treaty of Partition i apparent from the measures they have' 
taken to elude the effect of it, inee, to pre erve their monarchy ent ire, they hay recei­
ved a king from France. and thrown tbems lves intu the protection of the hereditary 
enemy 0 their monarchy and nation. 
, I pass now to· con ider the second objection, wbich I h artily wish could be made 
good, viz. ~hat England alone will be able to defend itself against the unite d force of 
Fra e, SpaIn, &c. 

ave as honourable an opinion of my country as any man, and do truly believ , 
that if by an absolute composure of our inte tine jealou ies and divi ion, these nationS' 
were put in a condition to exert th ir full str ngth, they might give work nough to 
whatever power hould dare to invade them. But ioee such an union and mutual con­
fidence is rather to be wi hed for than be depended on, and sin<:e we a wrangliD an 
disputing in whose h nd 'ti afe t to trust our arm, nd are only agreed in thi , to­
ba\'e neither a standing force nor a well-r ulat d militia, w an hardly be thou ht 
to be in a good po tor of defenoe. I would not here be roi takeD, or thought to be 
arguing for a standing army; on the contrary, I kno v that in many ancient govern­
ments the :vhole body of the p ople was 0 train d and disciplined, to nswer all 
the eud of th be t disciplined army; and 'twere to be wi hed that the people of Enn-. 
land had virtue enough to put tb ms Ives on the like foot, and that our nobility aud 
gentry, remitting somethincr of heir pre ent ea e and slothfullu ury, wo lId vouch afe 
fir t to be taught them elve martial discipline, and afterward, ~ith a generous emula­
ti n, wonld instruct others. If u h a pirit \rere once een among t them, the p opl 
would readi!J follow th il' e 'ample, and it would in a little t ime be thouaht no hard-
hip, nor any way incon istent with the lib rty 0 the subj ct, i v ry man 're obii­

d to pend two or thr e year of hi youth ill quali ) inO' 11ims If to oefen 1 hi coun­
try; the word b iug thu In the hands 0 t le p opl , caul never b m 1 yed t th ir­
disadvan a e, and the nation would be eeur from 11 forei n at mpts, ince 0 ene­
my would pro\'e 0 adventurous a to attack so populou ountry s E !!l nd, where 
every man would b a oldier. But till some U h method be taken, I do not think 
'tis reflecting! UpOl my country to ay, that we hould be ha ly put to it to defend 
oUJ'selv by our pr nt militia against so forn i 11 I u n my ·e hall have to d 1-
with. I ask tbem, if any prud nt man would hu to hazard all that i d ar to him 
upon dubious vents, when 'ti in our po r. by timely re olution, to pr v nt ou. 
eoemie , and make their countries the at of a war, hich mu t olh rise be brought< 
. to England. 

granting that we should, upon such an emerg ncy, def~no oursel\-' s it.h so mu 
V.OL. XI. C 
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aecu~jty of etc of them consisting in the obli ation they are all under to d fend each 
~rt of the empire, and to .suffe,l' no alienation from it, but by their 0 n con nt. And 
whoever houJd oppose in a diet their joint endeavours to assert that right, may be-put 
to the bann of the empire, and be deprived of hi estates: examples of which ome of 
our royal family transplanted there may furni h us with. orne prince of Germany 
are yet under stricter engagements t the emperor; as the KinO' of Pru ia and Elec­
tor of Hanover:, who, in return for their new dignities, have obliged them elves to fur~ 
Dish, on this occa ion, considerably more than their quotas. The circle of the 0 e 
Rhine i highly concerned to keep the French out of :Flanders, since:: the countrie of 
Liege, Cologne, Mentz, Treve , J ulier , and Cleves would be extremely expo ed by 
such a neighbourhood; there being reason to apprehend that the French king would 
thereby be tem~ted to endeavour at making the Rhine tl e boundary of France, a it 
was of ancient auI. And if we take a view of the whole empire, we cannot doubt 
but 'twill act in concert, since all the great powers of it are known to be ah olu.tely ill; 
the emperor's interest j and should any petty princes have a mind to gain ay, am 90-
rity in the diet concludes them. 

The emperor has great rea on to hope, that thr e other potent nati os will a ist hi 
vi orot ]y for their own sakes, their honour as well as safety evidently requidng.it::­
All three have been treated by France with so much indignity, t leir pre eot circum­
stanc~ are so ml\ch alike, and the danger with which they are otherwise very nearly 
threatened is so much the ~ame, that I hall not pa.rt them, a I wish they may not eo­
para.te from each other at this critical juncture. 

It will ily be understood, by what ha been said, that I mea England, Portugal, 
and oHand: over the two last the King of Spain pretend a right of verei ntYt as 
tin~ King of France keeps at t Oermains some who have the lik~ pretensions upon u • 
The trade of all three becomes, by this junction, equally pr carious; or, if there be' 
any difference, 'tis to the disadvantage of Holland, since the French, who are now be~ 
come their neighbours in Flanders, may with great ease open the mwigation of the 
ScheId, and restore the commerce of Antwerp to its ancient lustre, to the utter ruin of 
the Dutch. 

Holland and Portugal, in one respect, seem indeed to be more e ·posed tO'their ene 
rnies thao we, ince they are upon the ame continent with them; wherea our azur 
ramparts keep them at a greater di tance j so that all the reaso urged to m ng. 
land apprehensive of thi union, ought more strongly to- influence them. 

If any man shall obj ct, that the conformity of religion is. a curity to the Portu~ 
guese against the Castilians, let him consider what an inbred 1 atred tbere it, and as 
been fo.r ome ages, between those nations, and how much the indignation of the latte 
will be increased against a people d emed their vas aL, for their pre UDlptlon in havjn~ 
concurred with us to dismemb r their monarchy, and he may then chan hi opinion. 
It seems therefore indi pensably to b the iotere to the thr e n tiODS to a 'i t th 
emperor in dethroning the Duke of njout inee th y have 0 er mean to cure­
the i dependency of their government. The English and Dutch e yet n r n arly 
concerned, since, upon their refusal, the 10 of their religion (which ought pri cipal1 
to be cOD8i~ered) must foll(>w that of their liberty. 

Wheth r the northern crowns will be engag d in thi qu 1:r 1, or co tribute any 
thing mQl'e'than their quotas, as princes of the mpir is une rt in. The yo e­
m hero ha bis hanos full already; but 'ti Dot im ibl t t h m y 000 make a 

loriQus end gf his. 0 n war, a d then come or n to u.r aiil, in return for the good. 
oBi w lat ly did him: this WE; may be ure of, toot e shall at hay both tho 

EQ either for or agaio t u . 
b Duke of Savoy we mu t believe to be very uneasy; aod 'tis probable that h 

__ thin ' ore tl uch a 0 port aity t d clare g inst Ft nce ill 
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him to manifest ruin, whi~b would certainly be the conseqoenee of his d • 
laring for the mpel'or b~fore there he a power in Italy ~o support him. ~ut ~f tIt 

lea : t favourahle sucef.> ot lhe leagu should ever op n hlm a door to come Into It, W 
cannot think him 0 blind a to stand out, for the following r asons: 

Fu"" t Decall e tis hi intere t that there should be a power in Italy to protect him 
.a~aill , t llch ill u ag tor th future a his an c tOI' and him elf 1 ave ber tofor fre­
quently recei\' d f om France, which at present t1 re is not, tbe Milanese being no~ 
full of French troop:. 

" St<'oml. T Ie French being already posse ed of those countries near him. which 
.are to be ought for, and being not of a temper to part with any thina' till they arc 
forced to it, 'tis not probahle that they will gi\'e him any share of their new acquisi­
tio1" whereas th emperor, who is not yet po essed of any thing in Italy, and whos 
"nh::re t it is to engag that duke, will easily be brought to make him con iderable of~ 
ft'rB, ~ntl to bestow a great part of the Milanese on him, if the war he i about Dlakin 
prove 6urce ful. 

'1 he other powers of Italy wlll probably he neutral, and do aU they can to avoid ta­
klJlg any sirle, till theyar fore d to it by the tronge t party. 

The witzer al 0 will be looker -on, and 11 troops to all buyers; and the most 
that can be expected from thdr zeal Lo the puhlick inter st, even among th prote­
tant canton, 1 , that they shall 6 11 tb ir troop five per cent. cheap r to u than to 
France. 

Having thus taken a short. view of the great powers in Europe, and considered whioh 
of them will probahly he illduC'ed to espouse the emperor's quarrel, and what in be 
their motive for so doing, to proceed in my argument, I aln to hew, that withol1 "the 
a i tance of En land the emperor and his other confederates will not be able to co" ~ 
pa s the end th y propose. 

1 hat end I tak to be the disposses ing the Duke of Anjou of the whole Spanish 
monarchy; or at least of Spain, the West-Indies, and FJander , and placing the arch­
duke in hi room. That a war ought not to be undertaken with any Ie s prospect is 
evident from thi rea on, viz. That nothing less than such a succes can an wer th 
mam prospect of the confederates; for so long as th~ French shall rnle in pain, which 
necessarily carries along with it the dominion of America, can England, Holland, and 
Portugal (but Portugal c1 ielly) think th ir liberties ecure, and their trade not merely 
precarious? Or so long as the French hall remain in FJander • wjll not England and 
Holland, and all the prince bordering on the Rhine, think themselves in tbe greatest 
danger? The Common of England certainly reasoned thns in King 'harlc the e ... 
.cond's time, when so many adc1re .~es were "pre ented by them: And the many mil­
li?n given by them in this reign for the same purpose, do suffici ntly ju ti y this opi~ 
nlOn. 

The emperor and his partizans will, I belie\'c, carry the thing further, and say, That 
so long as the Fr.ench shall h" ve aples, icily, aud Milan, the balance will be too 
much 011 their side, even though an Austrian prince were possessed of pain, Flanders, 
and he W 5t-Iudi s. 

Suppo "ing then that the design of the confederates is by a war to dispossess the new 
French Kmg of ' pain, 1t i asked, 'Vhether, without the aid of England. 'tis probable 
they can ucceed in that undertaking? To which que tion, 1 am confident. that all 

ho are against a war will readily answer, No; and probably a k, Whether, with the 
Ullstancc of England, 'tis an undertaking po ible to be compassed ( That que lion I 
mean t() consider in anotber place: nd since 'ti ufficient for my preseut ur e to 
h e "t agrood te, tllat ,vithout 14 they ill in vain undertake such an enl itA, . I 
wdl, .'f'}tAl my adversaries, take it too for gr4nt d, and from thence cODclu • 
"ur refusJU,;to join with IliOl will def~at all the hopeij of the success they aim ...... it t. 

J 
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lows naturally that none of them will h reafter be forward to undertake for us, if we 
stand in need of their help, what we shall now refuse to do fOl' them. 

But because it may be objected against my conclusion, that resentment and passion 
ought not to influence the councils of wise governments, that particular piques are ever 
saorificed to the interest of state, and that therefore the powers above-named, finding 
it to be tl1 ir intere t, may be induced to assist us hereafter in our rlistre s, llotwith­
standing the di ati faction which our pre ent desertion of them may occasion: 

To remove the force of tbis o~jection, let us particularly examiue what powers 'ti 
reasonabl for U8 to expect will engage in our defence. Will the emperor turn <;ham­
pian for the protestant religion, and the liberty of a people who will have so highly dis­
obliged him, wh n his hope of preserving the pani h monarchy in his family by our 
assi tance will be for ever defeated, which hope was the maiu reason that ha kept him 
our ally 0 long? I it not more reasonable to apprehend, that the pope may mediate 
an a commodation between him and France, by Intermarrying, or procuring to him 
perhap some province, which is more than be can ever, by his own force, \.\fre t from 
France, if he should obstinat ly make war by himself? On the contrary. uch a war 
would ruin him, and di able him from assisting us ever, if he hould have the will to 
do it. . '. 

an any protestant, without horror, reflect on the fatal consequences which would 
a~tend u h an a commodation? I shall not, for brevity's sake, repeat any thing on 
that subject, which everal pamphlets have already taken notice of, but proceed to 
examine from what other allies we may hope for assistance. 

A for the protestant prince. in Germany, 'ti not sure that they will preserve them­
selv s free; or, jf they do, is it probable that they can give France such a diver ion as 
would be neces ary to ave u , especially when such an alliance would furnish the em­
peror with a pretence to forward so holy a work as tbe destruction of heresy, towards 
which de ign 'ti rno t probable that his zeal and ambition w ill then (lirect him, when 
Ilis other great hopes are vanished? 

The northern crowns are too remote and too poor to give any timely or effectual 
aid. • 

'Ti highly probable that the Hollanders will be able to preserve their government 
no other wa than by throwing themselves into the protection of France; and in thi 
ca e their whole power by s a will be always ready to act again t us at the will of 
France; and .their situation will beside cut us off from all communication \ jth Ger­
many. But if anyone can suppose that they will be able to pre er e their govern­
ment upon ea ier term, it must be so precariou Iy that they will not dare to gi\te the 
least jealousy to tbeir w,atcbful neighbour by coming to our relief. 

From the e oon i Ie ration 'tis, I think, evident that if ever w want b lp, we shall 
llOt find allies able or willing to defl nd u. But it has bten proved in the foregoing 
part of this discourse, from the con ideration of tbe illtere t, will, and power of our 
~emies to atta k u I and from our inability to defend ourselves, that we shaH tand 
in 'n~d of alliance; therefo e the conclusion i too plain, we shall be a prey to, our 
enemle . 

.Ha.'Ving thus, from principles Wllich to me see undeniable, she\ n ",hat ill be the 
uecesury -con equenc s of a peace, viz. The utter ruin and destruction of ur trad J li­
berty, and .religion, I would proceed next to offer orne thouo'ht concel'Oin a ar, 
but. tbat 1 lIa e Jately heard ot an exp dient propoqect hy ome to alve aU, without 
the hazard and"expen of it. The rank of the pel's s 1 eard quoted for it, and the 
approbation 'hleh 1 found it met with from om w lIo pa for men of good uncI r­
a~ing , induced me t offer it to the consideration of my reader. But I do, bore­

beg their pardons, it~ after baving thtJ raised tb ir xpectatlol1s, they ball judge 
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it. t9 'u' bilth. 'TM opq ed then, for our it II the d n 
e appr h ndJ that a trcat3:' haJJ made with France and pB:in, Ylh~rein it ~lal 

~ pr Iy stipulil d., tl at n Itl ofthoae erownl sb~ll m.ake any mnova~LOn, or 81v the 
lea t disturbance to our trade. Oa the contrarv, 'tiS &I tha.t Franoe 11 so de irous t 
pr erve the peac of • urop6, that. rather than~ disobHge us, 'tis to be hoped they will 
oode end t make new tr at' of commerce with us, more to our ad van tag tba 

tho e w ich now sub iat. It 11 be morej)ver especially provided, that no attack 
hall b made on the Hollanders, "hOt for their greater security, shall b aUo to 

maiDJaia ri 08 i ome of the strong towns 0 Plander, which, bei gin utch 
Ilea iU be 0 many pI d ea of the punctual execution of whatever hall be agr ed 
Gn' and to enforce t1l more the religious observation of such a treaty. we are to put 
ou elves in a posture of defending ourselves against any breaoh thereof which our ene-

. might o1rer. 
ow, of sucb ho propose this noble expedient, I will crave leave to a k one ques­

tWJJ, that is, who sha1/ be guarantee of such. treaty? It must either be God or man. 
J3l1t If the French wpuld have accepted of God Almlghty for guarantee of their treatie , 
IJr be bo'#Pd ~y tl e reverence which even beathens pay to oaths, they (lur t never have 
broke the PyreBean Treaty, which perhaps wa the most solemnly and religion ly c~ 
vfnanted Qf an that history mentions. From their violation of tha , and, I believe, 
we may truly say, of all those ever made by their present king, 'tis manifest that tlle 
French e elude God Almighty from being guarantee of their tr atie • 

If man shall be guarantee of sucb a tre/lty, I demand who this man, Of men, shall 
be? Will the emperor be one? But by the very state of the question we are supposed 
to have deserted him aod his interes~ and have left him to hift for himself th cst _ ... ' 
he can. ithout hiQl, is there a power in Europe sufficient to give the la to ranee 
and Spain united? Or, granting there be, shall we b ure that all the prince wh 
JOust cOpJpose sllch ~ g\larantee, will, on a sudden, reconcile their differ nt int r t, 
and engage themselves in a war to make it good, purely for the sake of two nationl 
who wilJ have set them a pattern to slight such engagements, by alVing 0 readily ac­
quiesced in the notorious iadignity so lately put upon them? Is it not therefore vi .. 
dent, that sucb a trelJ,ty will only expose us to the derision of our enemi~s, who, having 
thus clinched the first tric~ put upon us by a worse, w~ll ha e rea on to make sport of 
our fond cre4ulity. . 

A to puttipg ourselves in ~ posture of defence, it can only mean iner asing our 
forcca by lea and l~nd; th t is, putting ourselves to near the same e p nce which 
would defray" war, to do nothing. 

To evince more fully the insufficienoy of any ucb project, and to shew, on the con­
nuy, bow sub r"ie t it would prove to the deligna Qf those who mean to. in roduce 

popery aitd slavery, I win beg leave to make one supposition, which, for the bet er in .. 
t(mlla~iOD of my reader, and for argument's sake, I hope I may be allo d to do. 

Let us suppa e then tbat France, e er watchful and ready to promote its interest ill 
fOj' j 0 co';1ntrie~, should ha\'e though it ad isable to entertain emissaries ong us, 
whose bU8lD 8S It should be not only to send over faithful advices of all that pas II 

here, but likewise, by the credit t.hey should endeavour to gain wi&h the people of ral 
ranks, to prepare.: the way for KlDg James; and supposing that lOme "English en, ei· 
ther CQrrupted WIth Fr~nch '!loney, or acted by mistaken principles of zeal and loyalty, 
to what they ~11 the fJgl t hne, should prove bale or blilld enough to u nak 
art, w ouglit w realOnabl), to iwagi e th t such men ould act aud 

, n~ lieve ba14' al~ their c versations they would cry up the ad .... ltlllre. 
l . 0 l~ hey not dltplay heir eloquence in setting forth the depI te 0 

tlie ~ already exbau..ted by the great taxes of the last war, aad iheJeby 
able to i ~ .towanb the "pellee. of a Dew one ~ Would Dot ~ Ie 
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Ii' insinuation th y and their partisan would IU geet; as if his majesty h no 
farther concern for our safl ty, than durin his own lifi ; the contrary of which i. eo 
manifest, by th r at thin he . already done for us. that it argues an incurable 
perverseness to surmi e otberwiee. For should nlen deny this truth, our records will 
transmit down to posterity, with a multitud of wholesome laws, and constitutions, 
the m mory of this illustrious hero, ho never thought it beneath his kingly dignity 
to gratify the jl: t d sires of hi people, even by th diminution of his own preroga­
tiv • 

But ch i8 the levity of mankind, that groundle s su picions are often received as 
cleaF. p¢s; and should the pensioners above m ntioned prove so industrious and uc­
ce Ul as to get the place of greatest trust filled with men, who thought their rightful 

tct were beyond ea, whose nice consciences could never be r conciled to hi pre­
ent m~esty's title, and who were known enemie to those opular principles, which 

gave a birth and foundation to our present government, and by which alone it -can, for 
the future. be supported: 

Would Dot such unexpected measures seem to authorise very extravagant jealousies, 
and might th y not startle men the best affected, by making them apprehensive, that 
some such bargain were drivin on, a our histories ~ive us an example of in King 

tephen? 'Vould not the fearful · rudenc of n any nch men incline them in such a 
case, to make their privale pt:ace, anu to be reconciled to those who might become our 
muters, (for there are not anting examples of men, whQ even, during a war, have 
made private treaties of peace with the enemies of their country) and would not the 
multitud , judging itself abandoned by those from whom it expected protection, be 
preJ>ared without opposition to wait for a new revolution? 

If it be true, bat men paid from France, and direc d from St Germains, would use 
sucb, or th like artifices. to bring ab9ut their wicked purpose, it is certainly incum­
bent on an E1)glish parliament, by takiJlg oppo ite measures, to leave no room for such 
practice. 

Our ene ies desir to see such men amongst us advanced to pla.ces of trust and diO'· 
nity, as are enemi~ to bis majesty's er on, nd to that liberty he ha so wonderfully 
secured to us. inee therefore the high state of kings make it difficult, if not impo -
ible, for them, to be thoroughly acquainted with the principle of all tho e who \lave 

the bo our to approach their persons, if ever it sholl,ld happen that any such, with mi -
hievous intentions, hould in olently intrude themselves into post of the greatest 

trust, dots it not eem consistent with the allegiance *,nd zeal a parliament oUlYht to 
llave ft [ thei .. prine • in the mo t humble manner, to lay before him the danger his 
~r&(Ul and gover ment might be e posed to by a mi placed confidence? 

The eu mi s of our religion and liberty wish tl t we may be as careless in providi&;tg 
01' tlle succession of En laud, as our late allies the Spaniards were for theirs. ueb an 

omission would furnish our good ally the King of :France with a fair opportunity of 
hewing us as great marks of his friend hip as he has done to Spain, by supplying us 

in time of' need witl! 8 king of his own breeding up. What though he sbpuld exact 
oft-s to pay the charges of hi education. aDd sepd uS in a bill for the expenee h has 
l.Iee.o at in attempting to restore him SO~)Der, can we in gratitude do le88 than satisfy 
5~ Just de~al ds? And though we should not have ready money enough to pay imme­
(ha~ly so Just ~ debt, would it no~ be r~aaon~bl~ to give our obliging friend, the ing 
of France, cautionary town~ for ~ securtty, till J t. were punctually d~har ed; and to 
st~~, upon 8\lch a con IderatlOD, all the pubhck debts contracted In Dee of an . 
IUr~o~? Will an ~tt~sb parliame~t leave the least door open to such ,m. • ? 
ure ,~ wAll not., but r take warDing from th~ example of a neigpbouri n, 

and ta fe tliat Count T.allard be not made a duke for ervice {Jf r 
in £ogl dt with ~po&e of the D4lke D'Harcourt's ~ll Spain .. 



If some provision be not made at their next s sion, will not our enemie both at 
home and abr ad look upon 811 han omi i n as a tacit indication, that the nation i 
prcparen to receive a prince that shaU be nam Ie ? And would not sueb a delay prove 
by 0 much of more fatal ,co s quene to u , th~n the inu• of Spain's will did to that 
country,a th tour r Ii rion rUD the g r . te of hazard by bch a turn? 

I know there are orne, wh would be th ught pro e tant and fr ern n, who fondly 
flatt r tb ,m elv ,that a b y ban' It d by CU<I'I' nd, almost a 800n as born; -10 witll 
hi. milk sucked in popery, and an aver into England, which have been tl' ngly in­
culcated into hilh till tb a e of thirteen by two most zealous, stubborn, and revenge­
ftil pal' nts, wHl forget that hi great-grand-mo h r and his 'rand-father bad their hea s 
cut off by the p ople of England; that the same people have twice fore d b' f' ther 
into exile, d po 'ed him, and reduce him If with both hi pareuts to be)o theIr bread 
in a forei 1'u country' that, lay, forgettin all this, and laying asid all th \.,.ht of 
Eromoti g the ame religion , and the same ort of government he has be n taugbt in 
France, he will prove a defender of the prote tant faith and the lib rtie of EnO'lancl. 

M en 0 infatuated, G d only can re tore to th ir right sen e 8 by re toring hlO1 hey 
wi h for: Unle ' the sin of this nation should 0 far provoke div ine ven eance a to 
bring such a revolu tion upon u , I rlespair the e men can ev l' be persuaded of the De .. 
ce sity we are under to entail th c WI) of England upon prote tan . 

But Ie t any man of principles quite OpposIte, should b made a tool to them, and 
join with them in oppo in the settlement of our suec s ion, I he leave to address 
myself to such a imagine, that when our pre ent settlement is run out, a common­
wealth may be 8 t up, and are therefore against enlarging it. Their hopes 1 conceive 
.tQ be ill founded for the followih~ reasons: 

First, Be<;ause there j a great majority again t them throuabout the people of Eng­
land, nine in ten of which re for ticking to the ancient constitution, 

econdly, Becau e there are n t ten common-wealth -men in England agreed u[Jon 
any scheme or plan of government, for which reason 'tis irupo 'sible they should ev r 

, act with so much st adine and unanimity as would be requisite. This truth is mani­
festly confirmed by the experience of that v riety of government which were et up 
successi vely aft r Crom well' death; and which aU ended in bringing in King barles 
the econd of' pious memory. 
, Thirdly, l1ecause their adversaries would act in concert, bing united under one head; 
and wbatever may be objected against monarchy when settled, 'tis certainly, in turbu­
lent times, the government mo t likely to prevail. 

Fourthly, If by a common-wealth they mean a free government, and would be sa 
ti tied with the thing, though it want the name of republick, 'ti far more pr able to. 
attain that end by ettling the su ce sion, than by any other way; inc it m y be 
done with such limitation as will abundantly secure oul' fr edom. 'Ti therefore to be 
hoped that the pr sent parliament i I take thi matter into their erio s consideration t 
and by complying with the earne t wi he of all honest men who expect it, defeat the 
artifices of our mo t dang rou domestick foes. .. 

Our enemies wi h th king may be di abled from renting the most insolent affront 
put upon him, and that he may authorize tbeir unpal.lll led pertidioll ne , by a 'know­
ledging the Duke of Aujou; boping that such con e cension may Ie en that r J)U­

tation of valour a d wi dom, which has for 80 many years pro ed the greate t ob tacl 
to th ir ast d Igns. 

Is it not theretore to be hoped, that an Engli b parliament ill have a ten r re!!ard 
the h llour of a priuce, whose r putat.ion ha hith rto stood u in uc 1 st ad? F r 

ny princes of ditli rent religions and interest, a ere COll eo ted ill the 1a t 
..... .u;.' .......... -ed i our defence, and by a pel' eve nee carce to be f)araliel in any history, 
reJO ioed ill firm union for eleven years, must it not be owned, that his majesty~s great 

v. l.. ~J. 2..D • 
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genius first gave rno ion, and afterwards. directed all ~he prin s or .the c?~licated 
nlachine? hal1 Dot then the gte-at OUDell of our nation, ben then advice IS a ked 
on this important affair, dis uade hi. maje ty from making a step, which, by lessening 
bis character, will lessen his pow t to do u good. . 

If I should ay, that it nearly concern the honour of England, as well as the king's, 
to resent the King of France's v~olation of the Treaty of Partition, I knO\v it would dis­
ol>li~e some gentl men, who are of a contrary opinIOn; because, /jay th y, the people 
of En and Tlad no hand in making it. But of such I will ask, whether, though it had 
been ratified by the parliament, the King of France would have had greater regard to 
it? If not, and that France could not reasonably conclude, but that it would meet 
witb a general approbation, which ought certainly to he supposed, till the legislative 

o er had declared otherwise, it j evident, she has oilered the highest affront to the 
nabon as well as to his majesty. 
. If it be objected, that it would be of a very evil eonsequ nee, that the nation should 
be obliged to make good, at the expenee of English blood and treasure, all sueh trea­
ties as future kings may make, to the disadvantage of England; and that therefore we 
are to be no farther concluded by them, than our parliaments shall judge them to be 
for the honour and advantage of tb pl1blick; I answer .. That no nation e shall treat 
with will j for the same r a 'Il, t l' k It elf bound by any thing ati ulated with us, since 
whenever they shall e pre ed to execute any treaty, hieh tlley shall think to their 
disadvantage, they may With truth object, that obligations, to be of force, ought td be 
mutual; wherea t'hey can have no security of a compliance on our side, since 'twill 
be in the pow.er of a parliament to disable our king from performing his part of the 
covenant. ... .-J 

If it be fl'Om hence inferred, that .all treaties made between us and other nations sig­
nify just nothing, it belongs to our legi lators to con ider whether this he one of the 
many defects 1n our constitution, whieh 'tis their province to remedy; some provision 
aga-ins't sudl cases for the future, is certainly more consi tent with their wisdom at this 
dangerous conjuncture, than UD. easonable cavils again t the prerogative of a prince who 
bas already done so much to better our constitution i that 'twill visibly be no fault of 
Ilis, if under his reign it be not brought to the greatest perfection 'tis capable of be­
ing impro\'ed to. 

Our enemies by a peace desire to secure themselves in an undisturbed po session of 
their ilJ·gotten acquisitions, and building upon our complai ance, and perhap upon 
assurances given them from some English Portocarreros, are already forming projects 
to wrest from us our religion and liberty. And we, good·natured people, shl1lllet the 
world see that pain is not the only country where French nloney and artifices have 
l)revailed over the national interc:st.· Will not the parliament ratller advi e and ebabJe 
his majesty once more to take upon him the glorious task of re cuing Europe from 
bondage, and setting bounds to the insatiable ambition of France? 
H~w mucl~ such au .enterprize, if it su~ceed, will re?ound to the glory, profit, and 

teCuJltty of Englalld, IS needles to mentIOn. It remams therefore ouly to consider 
hat mean we have to effect it; that is, what fowes our confederates and we can 

bring to bear against :Franc~, and what sbe can probably oppose to us. 
To begin wi.th El~gla~d, 'twill be allo e~, tha~ if she th!nk fit to engage in a WIlT, 

he CJn aud Will mamtam a naval force; which, wlth the asSIStance of lJofland wiil be 
~perior to tha~ of our enemies in the ocean, the Mediterranean, and in America. The 
atf"alJt~~ llich such a mastery at sea, \\' 1\ managed, may give u , ate too to 
be u e d. That eight or ten thousand lanclmp.n on board our fleet 
que lJ t>C! o· ery great we, 18 likewise undeniaule, an 1 ) 50,0 ot. a year add..vaJ· .. s..,,, .. 
pre II ta lishmeJll of our guard and~' rrisolls will naLle ps to 'pat 

We e red t the Etnperor, before spring, will h ve iocreued 
2 



he on foot, which now exceed 70000 m DJ to ninety-she thousand, of which seventy 
thou aod will be employed offensively a~ain t France and in haJy. The remaind~r, 
with the militias of his hereditary countnes, beioO' a force more than sufficient to guard 
his frontiers. And we are likewise a sured that a fund for the maintenance of them 
i actually settled. 

The empire cannot be supposed to act with less than sixty thousand men, if we con­
sider how many great ptincts of it are under strict engagements to the emperor; and 
th~t others, as the Elector Palatine, with all his ecclesiastical brothers, are most nearly 
concerned to rtlmove the French from being their neighbours in the Spani -h ether­
lands. The King of Pru sia and the hou e of Lunenbourg alone are known to keep in 
pay near fifty thousand men. It will th~rerore easily be allowed me, that if the whole 
empire will xert its utmost strength, it may bring into the field a far greater number, 
and there is no doubt but upon any emergency it will. But I would be now under­
tood to speak only of such a force as will be constantly kept on the enemies frontiers 

ready for action, besides the garrisons which every prince will be careful to provide 
for his own security. ' 

The Dutch have had on foot ever since the p ace, forty thousand men, old troops, 
which, by filling up their regiments as they were in time of war, will in six weeks time 
make sixty thousand as good men and as well officered as any France can oppose to 
them. If that number De not thought sufficient for their defence, it is reasonable that 
England should assist them with a body of twelve thou and men at least, or money to 
pay such a body; or, by increa ing our own naval force, an taking upon us a greater 
sh~re of the war by ea, than wa done last \Val" ease them so considerable an ex-

• _ pence as may b equivalent to such or a greater number of troop, which by that means 
tQey may be enabled to pay. 
Thu~ we have already reckoned up above 200~OOO men, against whicb France, if it 

mean to have any succes , must have at least a many to oppose. For ve have not 
found, during the la t war, that she ever boasted of any advantage got over the COD­

federacy with inferior numbers. 
If, be$ides these, the King of Portugal be assisted by the confederacy, and that to 

the 20,OOQ meq, which .. t least he i allowed to ha e on foot, 1$,000 either Germans, 
Engli h, or Dutch (though possibly popi h troops would be most acceptable in that 
country), be .dded and commanded by the archduke in persoo, whom with such an 
army it must ~e our c~re to transport thither, let UI> consider ho\'V Spa:in will be able 
to oppose the ImpressIOn such a force would make. , ' 

He that would form a ju t estimate of the power and wealth of Spain at this time. 
need only to consider that euta ha been besieged near ten years by not abo\'e five or 
ai~ thousand ra cally Moors. 'Ti true, sometimes there has been a reater fqrce be­
fore it, but the greatest part of the time, the be i ~gers have not exceeded that number. 
And, to defend the place, pain did within these four or five year desire the a i tance 
of P()rtugal, which ent some compimies thither, but they soon return d home half 
stan'cd for want of the pay they had been promi ed. • 

Or. i we will look back to Barcelona, we shaH find a town of that importance ta­
ken without ever having been be ieged; for it never wt\s so, p'roperly peaking, the 

l' I ell army being not numerou toough to in\'est it, nor to hinder succonr an 1 re­
ne bmcn~ of alt kinds, or so much a the post from going in and out every day j not­
with odin~ whiqb, and tpat the gal'lisou w It .toWllsm n. d~feuded it with ol'eat 
V"Q t it wa. forced to surr cler» uecanse all 'pain was n t in a condition to supply 

e i Ie to n with a uffici At arrison. And I am now credibly informed, that, e • 
p • the G rUlan body und l e Prince of Hesse. there are not ix thousand men 

• ir country in a couqition to march. " 
. I ~ pid~ t ey muy rais m~~, a~ h"ve au arm: of their own" before yo 
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ranspo ed the for . for Portugal. To I' hIll ly npJy, 
t men are not to be I'ais d without mone , and ho\v much their government ant 

at i e ident, by the difficul ie y h e en at to rai e a sufficient om for the 
eption of their new king, 110t itb ta d' g th ir utmo t eftart on SLJoh an oeca ion, 

'e are told, that the greate pa of hi Spani h amily sta d at Madrid for want of 
it, and that th w di go him, nlade the journey at thtir own expeDce. 

or let any man beli ve, tl tb'r ew king, had he the wi dom of his randj1 ther, 
can 50 lOOn reform that unbin ed rnment, as to mak it contribute any thing COD­
sitl~rabl i own defence. especiaH if a war be arried into the bowels of it im­
mediately. l;'or 'tis certain, that pain has submitted to this change purely for fear 
of r, hicb it 1S in no condition to make. If ther fore 1t fiud, that instead of quiet 
and I hich as the end it proposed it has drawn on itself a more sev re war than 

ce could ha e made, i it Dot to be hoped, that the people will soon be very weary 
their ne king? Tha when th arcbduk, a prince of the family they ha b n 80 

JOng go med by, han app llr among them, he will have a number of friend ? For 
'tis hardly to be ';ma in d, that the hou e of Au tri~ wbich has r igned th re n ar 200 
ear, should so suddenly hal' Jost all it interest ill tha nation, as t h v no fri nds 

left, if they durst aecJar and had a d to rc ort to. It we c n ider the natural an­
tipathy the peo lc of ain hay to t e ench, thi "ill apflCar m r proul ble. nd 
ind d, aU things con i , it i not a to imngint\ tha .Fr Ic:e hai> allY fri lds there, 
lexcept a court cabal. The multitude, tricked and b tra . d by 0 rti r , and fiDding 
no 8 istance or at hand, could do no Jc than su i pa. i ntly. Dut if 
such an army as i 'ere ready to give ount un c to their mal- ntents, 'tis 
not to be doubted archduke 'oulil 000 be saluted killg, a lU th fi'r ncn. • 
party either driven ut of pain immediat 1y, or UO oblined to maiut.ain a reat army 
to oppo e the con d rate, wh would be dail stren" 1 d by , panianls doining them, 
and in all prob bil;ly would be able to beat th ' rell -h out at last. 
, Those who know how xpensive the Ja t w r in Italy proved to the reuch king, 
and that the small army he there maintained a<"aio t the Duk of a oy, co t him 
more than his vast armies of Flanders, will easily percek , that if he b obH 'ed to 
carry the war to the frontier of Portugal, it must plO e much more ruinou to him, 
since frMJ1 his OW-ft frontiers thitber is a march of a ove SOO I jIea, over 111any moun­
tains as rugged as the Alps, aud through a country b rren and dispe pl d, and where 
'Such a force as he must bring cannot subsist without convoys ro Fl'al1ce. 

f therefore be ill nel an army of force sufficient to keep the n Id ag in t that of 
the confederates, which I suppose to be of above SO,Ooo meo, he must ha 'e besides 
hi, army' in be field neat half that number di per ed at convenient di:;tance to secure 
th march 'Of his convoys and ammunition, which, for the greatest part of so long a 
tract, must be carried on mules backs over motlntainoul and narrow pa. es, where the 

ery peasants may intercept and plunder hatever is not strongly guarded. 
How prodigious an expence such a war must dra,,' upon him, the most unexperi .. 

en reader will readily judge; and I believe I may With great mod ty affirm. that 
forty-five thousand men, which 1 suppose him ouli~d to ruaiutain th e, will COlt bjm 
much more than ,three times that umber in Flan r. If to th' .~ add, that the 
Whole coast of pain will lie exposed 0 the insults of our fleet, that we Ql y P haps 
take diz by tile as istance of our confedera.te anny in ortu I, and put aU A dal .... 
. the richest prcmDce in paiD, uDd r contribution, it seems ooable . ve 

ttiat ~in, to be eli ~red from such mise i f8, ill side with the canted a a~' 
t e bh, in not pmbabt behave themselve tow rd the .,':PIIoIlIUQlP",t.INl'f.JUiJJ 

to leasea ..natural aversion they have for each other. 
1(to • it be objected, tb t the King of Portugal 

t erefi h . 1 not joiu . th 



I answer, That till be could be secure that En land and Holland, who atone call 
usi t him effectually against Spain aDd Fr nee, would engage heartily in such a war, 
'twas the most advisable course he could take to court an enemy he could not singly 
deal with. But we cannot believe but that a prince, who passe in the world to have 
courage, must be highly provoked by the slur lately put upon him by the French, who 
llaving omitted no arts to engage him to be a uarantee of the treaty of partitioo~ and 
promised him Badajo and Alcantara, two panish towns on his frontiers, have tbu 
ba ely tricked him. The interest be bas be ides to secure hi,S crown to his descel)d­
ant, is an invincible argument for him to oppose t11e present union of France and 
Spain. , 

For as high a conceit as the Portu uese have of their own valour, they cannot be so 
extravagant as to think them elves an equal match to Spain, when it shall be govern­
ed by a wi e and active prince, backed with the fleet and arqlies of France. The ease 
with which Philip the Second conquered them, and the assistance they stood in need 
of from France and England to support their last defection from pain, though Spain 
was then enga/cd in a war with France, -and that Catalonia was revolted at the same 
time, make it evident that their great security consists in havi g for their neighbour a. 
King of pain, wbo shall alwayS' ha\'e such a jealousy of Fran<;e as may divert him 
from the thoughts of reducing Portugal. and against whom they may be sure to be 
assisted by Franc, if he should attempt it. Which whether they are to expect here· 
after it behove them to consider now. 

But is it not far more probable that the King of France, whom we may certainly 
conclude r olved never to part with landers (even though we would suppo e him will. 
ina to part with the body of the panish monarchy) will propose the conque t of Por­
tugal for an equivalent to the paniards; such an expedient will eem agreeable to the 
interests and inclinations of both tho crowo. For France has {; rome ag s looked 
upon Flanders as a province dismembered from its patrimony, as it really wa by the 
Dllkes of Burgundy, and it has been long aiming to re-unite it. And a$ for Portl.! al, 
its situation contiguous to the body of Spain, makes it of greater coo equeoce ~o tl,l t 
nation, than a province so remote and exposed as Flanders. Beside$, they will be plea d 
with the thoughtS of humbling, by the help of France, those-proud va als they have 
ever h ted, e\'eu more "t1lan their Dutch h retick rebel. Th ir having 1 t ly added 
Portugal to the title of their new king, conlrar'y to what w s practised by hi prede­
ces or, and the arm of Portugal havin .,. been in some scutcheon lately quart red ,vith 
tho e of the other kingdoms of pain, d~ suwcieoLly tell the Portugue llQW the pa­
niards ar jnclined to them. 

The e con iderations seem then to put it out of di pute, that the Portug\lese will not 
miss such au opportunity a now pre ents it elf of securing, by our a i tance, their fu­
ture independency, by placing ,on the throne ~f S ain a prinoe, who. will be so highly 
obliged to them for such a s rV1C I tl at he will never h v any deSire to hurt them; 
or ,,-ho, should he prove ungrat ful, will not have it in hi power, since France will be 
ever ready to hinder such an increase of dominion as Po~tugal would be to the rch­
duke~ should be become King of pain. 

aking it therefore for granted. that the pow 1'S above· al cd can, and will, brin 
force as s en mentioned, to bear again tour newy, let us c n ider ho v 

be will be to fQrniah out 80 maoy land armie , and provide at the ame time for 
the defence of Coa8t several thoUSilllUiJ of ilea in .,t nt. To ake near a m~y 
be a true estimate of hi wealth and 'pow r, I ah It give my reader account he may 

d upon, of me particula r ~Dg to his revenue&, and tbe number of his force 
at different time . 

• vtDue did, ill the y r 1666 amount to 1!6 miUioDB of livres, bich Ie .. 
duced to English money, according . as the cbange went t~, that i , reckoning 
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"men livre to the pourtd terlin , would make nine millions and about six hundred 
thousand pounds; it pI UU cd the two last years only oue hundred and seven million; 

hi h reduced to En Tli h mon y, according a the exchange ha gone for that time, 
"iz. at 6ft en lines to the pound sterling, (which difference 0 the ex chan e has been 
occa ion db . the raising the stand rd of hi coio) make about e en ll'li1lions one hun-

r d and forty thou and pounds; b which computation 'ti evident, they are sunk 
abo\e two million four hundred thousand pound teriing, that is, at least one-fourth 
part of hat th y were at the time before-mentioned; h- h plainly shews, that the 
people and wealth of Fran e are decreased since tha~ time, at least in the same propor­
tion. since e may reasonably condud , that the km ' re~enues have be n managed 
as car ully, and . collect d as rigorou ly, in his late times of need, as they were hereto­
fore. 

Th kin ' income is dimini hed in a far greater proportion, it being clog~ <.l with a 
debt of five hundred millions ooly to the Hostell de Ville, or Town House of aris, for 

hich he pay interest at fh'e per cent. twenty-five millions, that is, near one millioll 
even hundred thousand pounds sterling. He pay beside another sort of int r ,t, by 
ay of salarie , for a considerable multitude of new 0 c s rected and bought, many 

f them sin th b ginning of the last war, which amounts at least to so much as will 
make the int r t money air ad menti ed, exceed two million st rling j 0 that he 

coming in clear t fuU five miliioDs sterling. 
'Tis farther ob ervable, that, since the peace, he has not paid one shilling of the ca­

ptal, but inst ad tllereof has taken up more money, which indeed has not increase<.l the 
interest he pays; (unless - may be what he has borrow d these la t twelve or eighte n 
month,) cau e he r duced the interest paid to all thos who 1 nt their money du .. 
ring bis rno pr sing exi encies at six, seven, and eight pet cent. to five, which de­
falcation be has a propriated to pay the int rest of what he has since borrowtd. 'Tis 
true, he ha suppre ed orne of the erected Ilew offices, which were mo t burtbensome 
to the people. But how? Why, it bing unreasonable that such as had a sisted him 

itt money during tbe war sbo!Jld be losers, he has raciously cond cended that such 
pro\-inc or town as were most grieved by these fiices, should repay to the per ons 
po ses cd of th m th ir principal purcha e-money. 

ore I ay any more on this 11ead~ I will rn ntion a word about his land forces, 
hich, fo some time during the war, are said to have exceeded 00,000 men, besid s 

those on board his fleet. But inc the last reduction, made about the latter end of th 
year 99, tbey were brought to be barely 120,000 men, aud so contin~ed till the King 
of pain' death, just before hieh order w re issu d for an augmentation to be made 

gain t nary la t, wi ich wa to lave increased them to 156,000, and which is not. 
yet funy perfi cted. 

I kno 'tis g neraHy thou ilt he wa much stronger; hut 1i ts of all the regiments 
are 0 be llad ith ease, which, jf regard be had to the r ductions made at everal times, 

ill be fou d ~o agree. perfectly wi~h the account I give. et, notwith tanding 80 
gf. tar ductlon of hIS force, wind ought to have lessened his expen~e, 'tis IDO t 
certainly known that the v ry last year his expenee exceeded his income one miJlio 
terli g. 

'Tis true, that, besid~s h~i ordiDary revenu ! he bas bad extraof.(lin ways of ra 
money; as t~e sal~ of offie s alr!ady ~ ntlon d, frequtntly raising and faHing the 
~tan~ard o~ 1118 ~~ney, d'!", grQt~'t8, hlch.people are made to pay per force. tst r. 
mg tItle of ntlhty, ta lUg p~rt1Zp.D I that I , those who hay had the mauagin of his 
re e~., o. tr~ la.J~ year forced to refund near a million t rl ing, and ruany otb r 

p ta, hlOh, lD tl ,we may be better acquainted with, if \ e ate p ed le:t 
4illl ,0 . tt~; but tbeae have aH been so. oftep mad _ we of, t the~ wilk 
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~und to be of very small resource for the future in a country so much exhausted by 
them already. 

What has stood him in greatest stead for some years during the Ia t waf was the 
capitation, which brought him in above three millions sterling yearly, and vhieh he 
must again have recourse to; But bow grievous an impo ition that was thought, a d 
how ruinou$, it must prove to his country, if he should be under the necessity of con­
tinuing it but a few years, I appeal to any who have b en there, and heard the heavy 
complaints it occasioned. But a stronger proof cannot be required to hew how 
destrQctive the continuance of it would have proved, than that the kin l' took it off; 
for hi most Christian majesty has generally been observed to lay as great a load on 
his people as they could bear. Since then he was pleased to ease them of this tax, when 
he wanted not so specious a pretence to continue it as the great debts he had contract­
ed, we may be sure he knew it could not be done without utterly ruining and disabling 
them to par at all. 

Having thus briefly touched upon the present condition of France, and havin a lit. 
tIe before shewn that France, jf it will make a successful war, will, be ide the nece -
sary garrisons of bis sea~ports, be obliged to maintain 247,000 men, viz. 0,000 again t 
the forces of the empire, 40,000 against that part of the emperor' troops which will act 
on the Rhine, 72,000 against the Dutch, 30,000 against the emperor's army in Italy, 
and 45,000 in pain: If, besides, attention be made to what ba been said concerning 
the prodigious ef\pence of his last Italian war, which he must again renew, and to 
tIle reasons there are to belie\'e that the war he must make in pain '\ ill be liable to 
he same and greater inconv niences, since the seat of war will be three times at least 

more remote from his frontiers than Piedmont was, will no the greatest partizan of 
France own, that here is work enou h cut out for that great monarch, who must im­
mediately rai e or hire at leat 100,000 men, and equip out a prodigious fleet? Or, if 
he win decline the expence of naval armies, he must con iderably reinforce all his ea­
pOft garrisons, and have a very great number of men to guard his coasts. 

Then if it be true that his ordinary revenue fell short one million sterling of main· 
taining the ordinary expenee of hi government, and of 120,000 men, rull t not t at 
million be made good, and must not near 200,000 landmen more, besides hi fleet and 
the oth ,. neees ary expenees of a war, be defrayed out of the capitation, and out of 
8uch money as he must borrow? But out of the capitation, suppo ing that it may 
again ra.ise three million, there can be applied but two millions towards these vast e't­
tra rdinarie , which, if, by a mode t computation, we h II reckon at ix millions ster­
ling, it i evident that he mu t every year contract a new debt of four million 5t din , 
be ide!' a growing interest, which, added to hi already immense debt, mu t in a few 
years absorb the greate t part of hi re euue 'in interest. 

'Twill, I know, be o~j cted, that the last war ha shewn his power to be mat bles ; 
that he t11en mai~ltained 400,000 men by e and land; hy, tb refure, may he not do 
the am again Why, for that very r a500, b cause a man who ha but one thousand 
pound~ per ann. ha tor ten )'t>ars tog ther sp nt t '0 thou and pOllnd ye rly; d s it 
th refort: follow, that he may do 0 ten year long r? tates in this r emble private 
u.cn, that jf they for a con iderable time pelld more th u'tis pos ible f, r th If ub­
jects to furnish) ear y, tbey ll1a " nay, mu t, inevitably be ruined. And t t a tate 
way ~etome ballkJ upt, pain sufficiently wiLne t'\h, \ bieh had once a und of wealth 
tbought in hall tible, amI without om ri OJ r t r h that 0 Franc. 

It l &hould, in the quel 0 " thi di com e. propose our pa. jnp: fll' n illion ~'e 1 
tpwards a war, and our n)aintaining ei bt th \,lsand ngH h or tOrt"i~n tro p aOrQ.d, 
J>C. l e . dId 0 dul"ilJg the la t war til weakn s of such an arg m Ilt ,uul u 
obvi U", and 1 bo~ld \ ith ju til' be an wer d, that w have lh~reh} fJulradt d a t 11 ... 
• iderable d bt, which eve,y hon st Engli hman ought to desire to s e paId otf r"ther 
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t i creased. And yet the parallel ill not fully bold between Engl DC) and France; 
becau e England never ha b n and, I hope, never will be, 8cr~wed up. like Franco to 
pay to he utmo e.'tr mity f wh t it i ab!, an~ f, r that reason ml7ht, com para. 
tively ith a e, et rid f far reater debt than it noW owes. ·Whereas Ii rance, un-
1 it hall by our inactivity get the West-ludic, will n v. I' b ab.l to ay it rinei­
pal debt. but () ily in I' a e i to its utter ruin, if w neglect not thl f: v urable oppor­
tunity of. pres in her b for ) monarchy of pain, which i at pre en t a burthen to 
her be mod 11 d a to mnk their united pow r irre i tibl . 

rom what 11a be n aid Ileav it to my reader to draw conclu i os, bein unwil. 
liD tofore tal hi judc7m nt c ncernin the succe. f a war carried on in the mann 
proposed. Hi own agacity cannot but suage t to him many r fl tion to the ad­
vantage .of En I Dd, which ar naturally d dllcibl rom the fOl'eg iug di cour e. I 
baH therefore hasten to the conclusion of it, and only take notic of the mo t material 

objections which can b made again t a war, viz. . 
Either the necessary xpeuce 'twill draw on u , or the pr judic we may sustain by 

the interruption of our trad . 
To the fir t 1 answer, that in the manner it ha been propo d that England hall 

make a r, we may d it a an annual e penc , at In toone million eight hundred 
and fifty thousand Jlound more tha would oth rwi b I vi d. • r we wiH take it 
for gr nted, that thou her lllain in peace, w hould find it ne s al'y to maintain 
at I t a great a sea force wa don th ' fir t y ar aft r the peace, that would cost 
us eight hundred th usan pounds, to which if we shall add one million two hundred 
thousand pound or the war, 'twill abundantly stren ,.then our fleet, e pecially jf we 
consider that out of the orces now on foot in he tllr kingdoms, eight or ten t IOU-

and m may be kept on board it, which will av the expenc of near such a num­
ber of seamen. The aid propo ed to be iven the Dlltcb, hether in men or mon y, 
or in ta' upon u a greater proportion of th war by ea, will come within 200,0001. 
The addition proposed to our force jn the three kingdoms; to fill up regiment to 3 
nece !Sary complement, may be Jimited to 15o,n 1. And if, be ide all this, it be 
thought r qui ite to furnish ~OO,OOO,. yearly to enable the Kin f Portugal anel arch­
duke to press our enemies on their weak id, thi whole additional xpence will 
ama t to J, 50,0001. which, wbetber England b not better able to bear than it has 
been hewn t t Franc ca, the neces ary annual extraordinatit: of 6 00, . 0/. 
sterling, which such a war must forc . it to 1 vy, 1 t tb most partial Frenchman de­
termine. 

I will Dot then suppose that any Eng ishman will think the reservatlon of hi reli· 
gio and liberty too d arly ureba ed at thi ra e. Such an undervaluing of those 
ble iu none can be capable of who e h arts are not hardened, and wh are not doom­
ed to utter perdition. But that cannot be thought of a people wh m the hand of God 
hath 0 lately re cued from the imminent danO' r th y w r in of) &in both; Ror can 
it be presumea that they will now 0 fi r tempt hi pro\'idence as to negl cL the ol'por­
tu . y be ha visibly put into their hands. not only of s curing to them elves for ever 
tbose ine timable ble sing, but likewise of propag ting hi holy gosp 1, b . procuring 
ea$e to the many persecuted prote tants both of France and Germany, ):()f can 'he 
emperor now refu e us allY thing of that kind which we shall thit k fit to stipul le? 
And may we not promise our elves in a few year to have so far humbled .Frauc a ilL 

n sary for 0 good an end 1 A to what may be bjected c ncerillng ttlKk, 1 n 
s tf~t granti~g oor trade to the tr-eights hoald suffer au intel'ruption br the war_ 

IDcon 'e!l1eoce 'Yould be far l~s than the total Jos ' of it, not ooly thIther, out 
to the t.:lndJe8! beside the lou of the manufacture of our fine drapery, hio. it 
bat pro~ til be one of the necessary c n equen e 0 our sitting Itill. 

Yet I can see DO J&eccssity of granting th t our Turkey and Italian trad will suffe, 



by the war, iC we will suppose our maritime affairs to be well managed. The war we 
are to make mu t be altogether by sea, and con cqucntly implies a necessity of our ha. 
ving every summer a strong fleet in the Mediterranean, to harass our enemies th (e; 
why, then, our tradets thither may not be protected by that same force, I cannot see. 
And if strict prohibitions be made against any hips going thither, but und r the con­
yoy or our men of war at set seasons, 'tis probable much fewer will bp. 10 t than were 
during ,he last war; for the convenieD~e of being s~eltered in panish port proved a: 
temptatIOn then for many merchant 8hlpS to run wIthout convoy; whereas none witl 
now be so adventurous as to hazard a run to Turkey or to Italy along so vast a tract of 
an nemy's coast. Our trade to pain itself, which I own to be very considerable, will 
indeed be at a stand, till the succe of our confederate armie and fleets fe-admit us 
thither j but then a mooerate strength, well managed in America, will abundantly com­
pensate for that loss. 

\Vhoever knows the weakness of the Spaniards in those parts, and remembers that 
Pointi, with a bandful of meD J took Carthagena, a well fortified town, and which had 
five times the number of men to defend it that he llad on board his ships, cannot deny 
but t11 I' is a plentiful harve t for whoever can se d a good fleet to ather it. If we 
tak Care to have a, force in those seas uperiol' to the French, out plantatioQ5 are so 
conveniently situated, that not a galleon €oming or going can escape s. How much 
such an interruption of all comm rce thither would distress pain is apparent, and it 
probably might be none of the weakest reasons to incline that people to side ith us. 

The w nit! we shall thereby acquire wil1110t only defray Ule e pence of the force 
v shall maintain there, but, with good management, may go a great way toward the 
charge of the whole war: and 'twill be the fault of our commanders if all the French 
colonies t1l re be not rooted out, which, for these reason, we ought chiefly to aim at. 
r~t, 1~ will greatly weaken the fench power at se~, b~ d stroying 0 great a nur cry 
of their camel!. 2d1y, 'We BhaUlose a dangerous nvalm our sugar trade as wen a in 
so e others, which they have common with us by means of their colonies in the outh. 
ern Isles. !3dly, This will very much increa e our trade in Africa for ne roe, and r in 
tbat 0 the French: or everyone knows that none can carryon a trade for negroes 
but. urh as have a footing in America, The con quence therefore of our expelling the 
Fr ,nch will e, that the ' paniards must depend ab o]utely upon u for their negroes, 
without, hich their mines will be barren. Be ides that, OUf power beiDg freed from 
such a rival hip, will be so much superior to any thing in those parts of the orId, tha 
the Spaniard can have no balance not force there to protect them against us: 0 that 
for tear of th ir Plate fleets, and of their very empire in America, twill be always in 
our power to obtain greater privileges from them in our trade thither than any otber 
nation could pr tend to, for which r a Oll8 I submit it to every Englishman, whether 
it ought nol to be one of our gr at ims, by this war, utterly to extirpate the French , 
Ol,1t of America? Such an undertaking will appear more fe ible, if we consider that 
matters may be 0 carried as to deprive the French from any s i tance fr~m the pani. 
ard., which, 1 believe, may be done by consenting to a neutrality with all the pa . h 
con' nt aud islaDd on conditiOil they shall, eluring the war. allow us a fr e trade 
with tlu!ru. 

If sueD a n utrality an be m Iged, we shall not only with greater ea ~ troy the 
ell J h' h ought to be our principal aim, but probably be great r gain by 

a ~c tlws by the pluDder of th ir country. If e rna e war upon it, it would 
inly prove ore b neficial to be trading in erest and manufactures of n :rl~nd. 
if by 0 Qaval po\y~r there we hinder that vast country from being uppl1ed with 

.. commoditIes from an t r hand, shall we not have prodigroo vent 
for a the m nufactures of our own growth, a ell as for our t,.;Ind' co moditi 

c.? 
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fay not lh nee ss we shall thus get to those people introduc a ,'ent for many f 
our ommoditie which the paniard ha 'e alway industriously k pt frulu their know­
I dge ? hall we not, like ise, trade t~ a far ~r at r advant~ge than ha. been done ~li­
th rt, inee we have always been obliged to trust the Spamards at Cadiz, who certam­
ly hared the profit with UII Besid the exorbitant induJtos, or dutie ,exact d by th 
government, both in Europ and America. 

May we not thus. during the ar, give a beginni(lg to such a commerce, dil'ectly 
from our plantation to the ranish continent, as may be continued aft r a peace, to 
ttl un pea able benefit of England? 1"01' when once the American will have di -
covered at how much more ea y rate we can supply them than the paniard hay 
dOlle, 'iIl they not, for their own sake, endeavour to continue it? And shaH we not 
)l&\'e reaton to expect the allowance of it from the new king we shall have seated on 
the pani h throne? 

This notion of a neutrality may displease the Buccaneers, and p rhap! our a com .. 
manders, who would find their account etter by plundering that rich country. And 
it may perhaps be thought ridiculou to suppo e that the government of t11 e pro­
vinces, Wil0 will have strict order to do all they can to extirpate us, can eve .. b brougbt 
to consent to it. But to that 1 answer, that if we have a power sufficient to bun\ and 
destroy their country, tis mucb more probable that the pres nt terror of our arms will 
prevail itb that wealthy but detenceles people, than the orders they shall receive 
from thellnsettled government of pain; aud that they wiH much more willingly part 
with their gold and silver, in return for our commodities, which 'tis in our power to 
hinder them from being supplied with any other ay, than . pose themselves to be 

. plundered of their riches and their maritime province to utter destruotion. , 
We k ow that the French fleets, during the last war, have fr quently bten supplied 

with refreshments of all kinds from the rovernors of several maritim tow of 'pain 
itself; how much more likely is it then that the remote province we are speaking of, 
will. by a like compliance, endeavour to shun their utter ruin, especially when they 
will be in doubt of the fa~e of their mother 'ountry, or to which of the princes con 
tending for the empire of it they will owe their obedience? In nch an uncertainty, 
will not a weak and rich cODntry incline to such measures as will bring security and 
profit 1 The advantages that would accrue to u from such a neutrality appear to b 
so great, that we ought carefully to court them to it. And should that method fail, w 
ball still hare it in our power to make them repent their not ac epting of it, and by 

harsher means to acquire an immense treasure. 

Post cripl. 

Some addresses of the ~ou e. of Common.s to ~ing Charl~s the Seco.nd. reI ting to 
la,nders, have been mentioned 10 the foregomg dlscour e; since the prlDting of which 

w bave news {ronl Paris, that orders are sen t there to Mareschal Bouffler , not 
only to take possession of all the Spanish etherlands, but to disarm and seize tbe 
Dutch troops to garrison there; and we have rea on to fear that those order are al­
ready executed. It may therefore not be un easollable to offer 1'0 the publicli the ery 
addres8e made to KiDg Charle8, with hi an wer, by which it ill appear what ' was 
tbe en&e of England at that time, upon the progres of the Fr nch arms in those pro­

t So 
arcb' the 6th, 1676. The House being resolved into a committee of the whole 

OU , to con ider of grieVcinCet, 
esolved, 

Ttiat a committee be appointed to prepare aD addreSl, to represent unto his majesty 
2 
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the danger of the power of France; and to de ire his majesty, by ucb alliance ns 
his mElj ty shall think fit to acure hi kin dom!!, and quiet the fears of his people., 
and for the pre8~rvation and ecuring of the Spani h Neth rJand • 

~Jarch the 10th, Mr Powle reported from the c rnmittee the following addressl which 
was pre (tnted, rea and agreed to, nemine contradicente.. 

May it please your A-lqjcatg, 
We your Olajesty' most loyal subjects, the knights, oitizens and burgesses in parJia. 

nlent as mbled, find ourselves obliged in duty ~nd faithfulnes to your majesty, and 
in discharge of the trust repo ed in us, by t.ho e whom we repre ent, most humbly t() 
otH:r to your maje ty' serious consideration, t.hat the minds of your majesty's p ople 
a much disquieted, with the manIfest danger arising to your majesty's kingdoms by 
the growth and pow r of the French king; especially by the acqui itions already made, 
and the further progres lik Iy to be made by him in the Spani h Netherlands, in the 
pre ervation and security whereof, we humbly conceive the inter t of your majesty, 

. and the safety of your people, ar.e highly concerned; and therefore we most humbly 
beech your majesty to take the arne into your royal care, and to trengthen yourself 
with such tricter alliances, as may ,Secure your maje::>ty' kingdoms, and preserve and 
secure the said Netherlands, and thereby quiet the minds of your majesty's peopl • 

Resolved, 
Tbat the cOllcnrrence ot: the lords be desired to the said address; and that Mr Powle 

do 0 up to the lords to desire their concurrence. . 
And upon the 16th of March, the IQrd ' cot word, That they had agreed to the ad­

dress, and that his majesty had appointed both honses to attend him, to present their 
addr s to-morrow, at three of the clock jn the afternoon, in the banqueting house at 
:\Vhitehall. 

1arch the 16th, The address was presented to his majesty by both hOllse . 
And March the 17th, J\ilr Speaker reported to the hou e, that according' to the or­

d r and command of the house, he had attended his maje ty in presenting the address; 
and that the lord chancellor having introduced it with a hort preface, and then read . 
it, his majesty was plea ed to return his an wer to this efti ct •. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I am of the opinion of my two Houses of Parliament, that the conservation of Ffan­

.lers is of gr at importance to El)gland; and therefore I assure you, I will u e all mean 
for the pre ervation of Flanders, that can possibly consist with the peace and satety of 
the kingdom. 

March the 19th, A motion ,b ing macIe for a farther address to his majesty, to enter 
jato a strict and speedy alliance With the confederates; . 

Resolved, 
That the debate of, t.his· motion .be acljourned till Monday morning ne6·t, at ten of 

. th clock. 
Monday, larch the g6th, The hou e then proceeded upon the debat of the mo­

tio tor a further ~ddre 8 to his majesty, to enter into a peedy aod strict alliance with 
the confederates. 

R sorved, 
That a tilrther address be mac.1e to his majesty, giving him a uran(:f that .if (it:' pur-

uan of the adores, presented to hi aj sty from both hOll e ) his m ~e ty hall find 
hiDi tit' nece 'silatt d to enter into a war, this hOlls will fully aid h1 maje ty from time. 
to .time, ,aod asllist him in that war. 



;gn of KMg JYilliam Ill. 

The i9th of March, The following address 'Wa, reported, aDd agre d u to by the 
bouse. 

:Ala!! it please !Jour :Jlqjesty, . 
We your majest ' moat loyal su dec ,the knights, citizeDl, a b rgtuea in parlia. 

me t assembled, do, iib kable joy an comfort, pent oar mble thanks to 
out maje ty, for your maj • pcious ace ptanee of 0 rIte addre ,a th t your 

-majesty as pleased, in your prinoely isdom, to expre your concurrenc aad opinion 
w' h your two houses, in reference to the preservation of the Spanish etberland. 
And we do, with most eame t and repeated d ires, implore your majeaty, That you 
would be pleased to take timely care to prevent those dangers that may arise to these 
k.ingdoms by the great po er of the French king, and the progres he daily makes in 
tho etherlands and other places. And therefore that your maj ty woald not defer 

e entering into such alliances as may obtain those end ; and in case it han happen 
t t, in pursuance of such alliances, our majesty shall be engaged in a war with the 
French king, we do hold our elves obLiged, and do with all humility and chearfulness 
as ore your maje ty, that we your most Joyal subject shall always be ready, upon your 
signification thereof in parliament, fully, and {rom time to tim, to u ist your majesty 
with such aids and upplies, a , by the divine usistancc, may enable your majesty 
prosecute the same· ith IUCC s. 

AU which we do rno t humbly otTer to your majesty, as the unanimous sense and 
csire of tbe whole nation. 

Mll1'Cl SO, ]677. 
It was alledged against this lddress, that to pre 8 the king to make further alliance 

itll the confederates against the French king, wa . in effect to press him to a war, 
hat being the direct and unavoidable consequence thereof. 

That tbe consideration of war was most proper for the king, who had intelligence 
of foreign affairs, and knew the Arcana Imperii. 

That it was a dangerous thing hastily to incite the king to a war. 
That 'OUr tnercbant.ship and effects would be presently seized by the French king 

within his dominions, and thereby he would acquire the value of, it may be, near a 
million to enable him to maintain the war again t us. 

That he would fall upon our plantations, and take, plunder, and annoy them. 
That he would send out abundance of caper, and take and disturb all our trading 

ships in these seas, and the Mediterranean. 
That e had not 90 manr ships of war .. lie, nd those thirty which ere to be 

tiuilt with the 600,0001. no given, could not be finished in two yean. 
That e had not na 1 stores and ammunition, &c. sufficient for such a purpose, and 

if we bad, yet the season of the year was too far advanced to set out a considerable 
ileet: and e could Dot DOW lay in beef, pork, &c. 

t when e were engaged in a w , the Dutch would likely slip coHar, Jea~ us 
on t e war, and so gain to tllemselves the singular advantage of ,ole trading in peace, 

hich is the privilege we no enjoy, and 'Should not be weary of. 
That it next to impouible to make alliances with the several parties, as ight 

pected, snch and 10 various were the everal int rests and cross.biasses, of and 
~gIt the Em~ror, the Spaniard, the Dane, the Dutch, the BraDdenburg, the 
~lllesser Prince- of Germany, and others. 

we lDay easily enter into war, but it would be hard to find the wa t of it, 
a 0111 ar would be destruc~ive to us; for tb ugh tbe peror, Frene , iartl, 

m~~in war for many yean, yet a trad'l1g , as England is, co not 
,·winCUd war. 
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On the other side it was said, 
That they did not address for making war, but making leagues, which might be a 

means to prevent war. 
, That the t w.ay to pre erve a peace, was to be in a preparation for \var. 

That adrnitti a war should ensue thereupon, as was not unli ely~ et that w uld 
tend to our peace and safety in conclusion; for it must be agreed, that If the power qf 
Ftance were not reduced, and brought to a more equal balance with it neighbour8; 
we must fight or ~ubmjt first or last. 

That it at commonly the fate of tbose that kept themselves neutral, when their 
neighbours were at war, to become a prey to the conqueror. 

That DOW or never was the critical season to make war upon the French, whil t we 
may have 80 great auxiliary conjunction; and if it were a dangerous and formidable 
thing to encounter him now, h w much more would it be so when this opportunity 
was lost, the confederacy disbanded, a peace made on the other side of the water, and 
we left alone to ithstand him single. 

That as to his seizing our merchants effects, the case was the same, and no other 
ow than it would be three years hence, or at any time whensoever the war shall com-

mence. . 
That as to our p1antations and our traders, we must consider, though the French was 

powerful, he was Qot omnipotent,. and we mjght as well defend them a the Dutch do 
theirs, by guards, convoys, &c. and chiefly when the French have so many enemies, 
and we shall have so many friends, as no other time is like to afford. 

That they were sorry to hear we had no ships, store, &0. equal to the French, and 
to out occasions, and hoped it would appear to be otherwise. 
. Tbat the season was not so far spent but that a cornpet~nt fleet might be set out this 
summer, and tbat however deficient we might be in thi kind, the Dutch were forward 
-and ready to make an effectual supplement in that behalf. 

That howsoever ill and false some men might e teem the Dutch, yet interest wiH 
not lie, and it is 80 much their interest to confine and bring down the French, that it is 
not to be apprehended, but they will steadily adhere to every friend and every alliance 
they sh~ll join with for that purpose. 

That however cross and diverse the several confederates and their interests were, yet 
a common alliance may be made with them against the French, and as well as they 
llave allied themselves together, a well may tbe alliance be extended to another, to be 
added to them, viz. The King of England. 

That a numerous and vigorou$ conjunction against him. is the way to shorten the 
work, whereas~ if be should hereafter attack us singly, he would conLjnue the war on 
us as long as he pleased, till he pleased to make an end of it and together, by our 
final df;!struction. 

That if now we should neglect to mak alliances, we had no ca\lse to expect to have 
one friend, when the French should make peace beyond sea, and sinO'\e us out for COll­

q t; for aU that are conjoined again t the French re provoked and disobligttl by 
reason of the great number of English, otch, and In h, which ha.ve s rved, and do 

'11 serve the French, and it wa proyed at the bar of this house within this ortniO'bt, 
a 000 men W Fe levied iu cotland, and sent to the French servi e in January 1a t, 

au ~ of 'hem by force and pres in . 
Al 0 t'bat it was under tood and re ented, that we had mainly contributed to thi 

over greatness 0 the French, by sellin Dunkirk, that special key and inlet of 
JaQ , bY making war on the Dulcb, in 1665. Whereupon the rend1 joined with 

tU utcb, \lnder which shelter and opportunity tlle Frellcb king laid tbe foundati n 
of thi great fleet he now bath i bUying then many great sbip of the Dutcll. and 
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l) if iog many other : Aa to hich. but for th t oce ion, the Dutch M'ould ha de­
nied and hind led him, but not ob I ving th triple I It!rue, and by QIU making a joint 

'ar with the French a ain t th Dutch, in whi 'h the Frtlllch Y8' proceed aml t.illl phs: 
o that in this re peet w ha"t much to redeem and retrieve. 

'1 hat nmit.r ag in t th FI' ,neh wa the thin wher iu ~ hi divid d Da toll did unite; 
and tbi occa Ion wa' to be .eI bold OD, as an opportumty of mom llt amongst our~ 
seh' 

That the bent and weight of the nation did lean thi way; and lhat wa a strong 
indu ement and argum nt to in line their repre ntati" s, 

That it bad be n mad appear, and that in parliament, th , t upon the halance of the 
French trad ,thi nation \Va ' d termined yearly Iii hundr d thou ami pound, or a 
million, the value of the good imported from France, annually 0 mu h exceediu that 
of the goods e. ' ported hence thither.; whereby it is evident, that such a sum pf the 
"rea ure and money of the nation was yearly e,' hau ted and carried into Francf', and 
nil thi by unnece sary ~' ine, ilk, ribbon, feath r , c c. The saving and retr nchin(" 
of which e. pence and exhaustion, will in a great degree s rve to maintain the cbarge 
of a ar. 

That the present was the be t tilDe for the purpose; and that thi would give repu­
tation to the confederate) an comfort and c urage to our best friend jmmediatel~'t 
'and safety to our elve in futurity, again t the old perpetual enemy of England. 

The second addre was presented to hi majesty larch the 30th; and no answer 
returned tilt April th~ I I tho In which interval the n ws came of the French taking of 
Val nciennes and 8t Omers, and the defeat of .. he Prince of Orange at 1\1ont-{;a ' elo 
. pon which thi following answer wa offered to tb speaker from his majesty by Mr. 
ecretary Williamson: 

C.R. 
His maj sty having con jdered your Ja t address, and finding some late alteratioOl 

ln affair abroad, think it nece sary to put you in mind, that the ouly way to prey nt 
the dangers whi b may ari e to the e kingdom, must ue by puttin~ his majesty time­
ly in a condition to make uch fitting prep-arations, a may enable hlln to do what may 
be most for the se urity of them. And If for thl reason you h II d ire to sit any 
lon~er time, hi maj ,ty is content you may adjourn now before Ea t r; ano meet 
f\gam su(Jdenly' afrer to ripen this matter, and to p feet orne of t e most. necessary 
bills now depending. 

iven a.t our court at Wh'tehall, the Htb of April, 16i7. 

This occ;a ioned a long debate, and concluded in voting the followiog an \Vcr, which 
a presented to hi n ajftty by tbe peaker and the. whole house, on }'ridlly, April 13, 

1671. 

}.[ay it please your most eree/lent ftJqjesty, 
. . e youI' maje ty'4 mo. t dutiful an.d loy 1 sltl~je~ts, the commons in Wis pre nt pap. 
~Iament a sembled, do WIth weat satisfaction of '."I~rl o~serve the regard your m.u sty 
IS p~ea ed to exp,ress to our former addres es, by mtlmatmg to u th I te alteration of 
affairs abroad, and 'do retur~ our 010 t humble thank for your maj t! ty's most gl'aciou 
offer made to us thereupon In your Jast message: and ha jng takeu ,a e.-iou!! delibera.­
bon of the same, aDu of the preparations your ulaj ty hath therein i I tilllat d to us 
were inl1 to, be m~de in ordt!r ~. those publick n,<i, we havt for the pre p O\·j.. 
d~ a UfJty 10 a bill for an ad~ltlOnal dU.fy of e CI e, upon w lid ) our I aj Olay 
rlUse the sum of 200tOO~/. And Jf your ma)I:: ty sh Il think fit to ca l UII 05 ·th .. t\< ain 
tot thi. purpole, i owe short tilue after Eastc:r, by auy pl)blick sisu' " LIQ uf J'uu. 



maje$ty's pleasure, commanding our attendance, we shall' at our next meeting not only 
ready to reimburse your majesty what sums of money shall b expended upon uch 

extraordinary p"'parations, as ball be mnde in pur uance of our former addresses, but 
shall likewise with most chearful hearts pr c ed both then, and at all other time, to ' 
furnish your majesty wilh 0 large proportion of as i,stance and supplies upon this oc­
ea ion, as may gi\l' your maje tyand the whole world an am Ie tebtimony of our Joynl­
ty and affi ction to your maje ty'8 sen'ice, and as may enable your majesty, by th help 
of Almighty God, to maintain such tricter alliances as you shall have entered into 
against all 01'1'0 ition whatsoever. 

This address wn presented April ) 3th; and upon Easter Monday, April 16th, ano­
ther metsage in wflting from his maje ty, was delivered by ecretary Williamson to 
tbe House of Commons, viz. 

C.R. 
Hi majesty having con Idered t\le answer of this house to his last message, about 

enabling him to make fitting preparations for the security of these kingdoms, finds by 
it that they have only enabled him to borrow SlO ,000/. upon a fund given him for 
other ulles; Hi maje ty desires therefor this house hould know; and he hopes they 
will always belie,' of him, that not only that flInd, but any other within his power, 
shall be engaged to the utmost for the preservation of hi kingdom ; but as hi majes­
ty's condition is (which hj maje ty doub s not but i a well known to this house as 
himself) he must tell them plainly, that w.thout the sum of 6 0, 00/. or credit fo~ such 
a sum, upon new fUDds, it will not be po ible for him to sp k or act tho e thinO' 
which should an wer the ends of their several addre es, without expo iog the kingdom 
to much greater dan er: His majesty doth further acquaint you, that havina- done his 
part, and laid the true state of things before you, he will not be wantin to u e the best 
means for the safety of his people, which hi present condition is capable of. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, April 16} 1677. 

Thereupon the hou e fell into present consideration of an answer, and in tlle fir t 
place, it wa agreed to return great thanks to his majesty for hi zeal for the afety of 
the kingdom, and the hop s be had given them th t he wa convinced and sati fied, 0 

as he would sp ak and act according to what they had de ired, and they resoh'ed to 
give him the utmost as uranee, tbat they would stand ~y him, and said no man cOlld 
be unwilling to give a fourth or third part to save the residue. But th y aid they 
ought to consider that now they were a very thin house, many of their members being 
gone home, and that upon suoh a .l'l'ound a they could not w II bl~me them; fo1' it 
\va upon a ptesumption that the parli Illent hould ri e betore E ter, a had been inti­
mated from his maje ty within thi fortnight, and universally expe ted inc : and it 
would be unparhamentary, and very ill taken by theil' fellow-memb r , if, in thi their 
absence, they should teal the privilege of graoting money, and th thank which are 
given for it ; that tbi was a national bU 'int: ,if cv r < ny were, aDd therefore 1ft t be 
handled in a full national repre ntative. and if it had hitherto eem d to 0'0 up hilI, 
there was a greater cau to put the whole noulder to it, and this would be a surin" 
animating, and sntistactory to the whole D lion. But tb'y aid it was oot til ir mind 
te give or "ift:r .loy dclay; they wvuld desir a ree but fo\' tl.re \\' ek or a month 

ost. 
the ~OO,OOO/. wbich t 1 Y had provided for present u e, W. as 01O(;h as could 

be laid out iu tbe meantime; though his maj sty had 00,000/. ~ort ready told upon 
the able. 

erefore they thought .it most I 
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The answer is a followeth, and was read and agreed to the same 

May it please your ~ 
"'e your majesty's most loyal subjects, the commons in this prc:sent parliament as­

sembled, having considered your majesty's last mes age, and the gracious expressions 
therein contained, for employing your majesty's whole revenue at any time to raise mo­
ney for the preservation of your majesty's kingooms, do find great cause to return our 
mo t bumble thank to your majesty for the arne, and to desire your maje ty to rest 
assured, tba you shall find as much du y and affection in us, as can be expected from 
a mOst loyal p ople, to their most graciou$ sovereign, and lfhereas your majesty is 
pleased to ignify to us, that the um of 200,000/. is not sufficient without a fur­
ther supply, to enable your majesty to speak or act those things which are desired by 
your people, we humbly take leave to acquaint your majesty, that many of our mem­
ber , (being upon an expectation of an aqjournment before Easter,) are gone into their 
several counties, we cannot think it parliamentary in their absence, tu take upon us 
the granting 0 money, but do therefore desire your majesty to be pleased that this 
llouse may adjourn itRelf for such a short time, before tbe sum of 20 ,000[. ca ue ex· 
pended, as your majesty shall think fit, and by your royal proclamation, to command 
the attendance of all our membeu at the day of meeting By which time we hope your 
majesty may have 80 formed your affairs, and fixed your alliance, in purlllJance of l.lur 
former addreSies, that your majesty may be graciously pleased to impart them to us in 
parliament; and we no ways doubt but at our next as embling, your majesty will not 
ooly meet with 8 compliance in the supply your majesty desire, but wi hal, such £l f­
ther assistance as the posture of your majesty' affairs should require. In COD equenee 
whereof, we hope your majesty will be encouraged. in the meantime, to peak and ae 
sucb t . gs 81 yow maj ty sball judge necessary for attaining those great t;nds, as we 
have formerly represented to your majesty~ 

Upon tbi tbe parJiamcnt was adjourned from April the 16th to the ilst of May 
following, when they met, and adjourned till Wedne day, May the 2Sd, at which time 
his majesty eat a message for the house to attend him prescntly at the banquetting 
house at Whitehall, where be made the following speech to them. 

Gent~men, 
I have sent for ou ither, that I might prevent those mi takes and distrusts whi~lt 
filid some are ready to make, as if I had called you together only to get money from 

for other uses than you would have it employed. I do as Ure you, on the word 
ki g. th t you sball not repent anv trust you repose in me, for the safety of my 

gdoms; and I de ire you to belie"e 1 would not break my credit with you; but as 
have already told you, that it will not be possible for me to peak or act those things 
bicb should an wer the end of lour several addresse without expo.aing ~y king­
oms to much greater dangers, 80 declare to you again, I will neither hazard my own 

u.fe~, Dor your , until I be in a better condition than I am able to put my. If, both 
_'1_~' my subject. and otrend my enemies. 
:,~I.~rthrr assu you, 1 have Dot lost one oay since your last meeting, indoi~g all 

our Cleferice; aDd I tell you plainly, it shall be our fault, arul not ·ne,. 
·tY, not ufticieDtly provided for 



Tile Commons returning to their house, and the ~peech being read, they resolved 
into B committee of the whole bouse to consider of it. There was an e ·traordinary 
full house, and the following vote pas ed, upon the question, with very general con­
.ent, there being but two negative voices to it. 

Resolwd, 
That an address be made to the king, that his majesty would b ' plea ed to nter 

into a lea ue offensive and defensive with the State ·General of the United Provinces, 
anfi to make such other alliances with others of the confed~rates, as his maje ty shaH 
think fit again t the growth and power of th French king, and for the preservation of 
the Spanish etherland 0 and . that a committee be appointed to draw up the addr s, 
with reasons why thi hou e cann.ot comply with his majesty' speech, until sllch al­
liance be entered into; and furtber she ing th nece~sit of the sp edy akillg such 
alliances; and, when ucb aUiance are made, giving hi majesty a surance of peedy 
and cheerful supplies, from time to time, for supporting and maint ining su hal­
liances. 

To which, (the speaker re-a summg the ch or, and this being reported~) the hou e 
,greed. and appointed a committee. 

And adjourned over A c~ ion-day till Friday. 
In the interim the committee a(lpointed met, aud drew the address accordin 

above·mentiOned order, a tl'Ue copy of which is here annexed. 

May it pkaae your most e:reellent MqjC$ty, 
Your majesty's most loyal aDd dutiful ubj c , the Commons in parliament assem­

bled, having taken into their serious con ideration your majesty' gracious speech, we 
do beseech your majesty, to believe it is a great affliction to them, to find them elves 
obliged, (at pre ent) to d cline the granting your maje ty the supply your maje ty i 
pleased to demand, conceiving it i not r eable to the usa e of parli nleot, to gra 
supplie tor maintenance of wars and allianc , before tll are si ni e in parliamen 
(which the two wars a ain t the State of the United Province, inc YOllf maje t1's 
happy restoration, and the league made with tb m in January, 1 68, for preservatio 
of the pan ish eth rlands, sufficiently prove, witl10ut troubling your maje ty with 
jnst~nces of greatel· antiquity,) from which u aO'e, if we s ould depart; the precedent 
might be of dangerou COD quence in future tim 1 though your majesty's goodnes. 
give~ us great security dur!ng your majesty's reign, which we bese ch God long to 
contmue. ' " 

Thi con ideration prompted u in our la t address to your majesty, before our late 
recess, humbly to mention to your majesty, our hope, that before our meeting again, 
your m~j ty's alliances might be so fixed, a th t your maje ty mi ht be gr ciou ly 
pleased to in1part them to u in parliament that so our e roest d ire of supplying your 
majesty, for pro ecuting tho e reat end w had humbly laid before your majesty, 
lllight meet with no impediment or obstrucfon ; b iog highly nsibl 0 the nece sity 
of supporting as well as In kin the alliances, humbly desired in our former addres' 
and wb;ch we still cone ive so Imp rtant to the safety ' our rnaj ty nd your king­
doms, that we cannot, (without unfaithfulne s to your majesty and those we repre­
s~nt,) omit upon all occa ions, hurribly to beseech your maje ty, as we do now, , to 
enter into Ii leaO'ue, offensive and defensive. ith th • tate Oen ral of the United 
PI'OViDC~ a~ainst the growth and power of the French king, nd for the pI' ervation 
of'the pan h etherlands, aud to make such other allian ,wit oth r 

derates, as your majesty shall think fit and u eflll to that cnd;" in doing wbi 
(that no time nlay be lost,) we humbly offer tQ YQur majeaty these reason) tor • 
pediting of it. 

VOL. xc. i " 



Tracts during t"~ Reign qf King lYilliam III. 

l. That if the ntetinC'l' into lIch alliances should draw on a war with the French 
kinC'l'J it w uld l> le s detril ental to your majesty' subject ~t this time of the year; 
the h ving now ft w t efleets within the dominion of that kill . 

~i '1 hat thou Th we hay r at rea on to belie e th powt:t' of the Fr ncb king to be 
d~ng rou to y llf maje ty and your kingdoms, when he shall be at more leisure to mo­
le t us, y t we conceive the many enemies he has to d al with at pre nt, together 
'\ ith the situation of your m ge t' kingdoms, the unanimity of the people in this 
cau e, the care your m<\jesty hath been pleased to take of your ordinaty guard for the 
sea, together with the credit provid d by the late act, for an additional x is fOt' three 
years, mak the enterinO' into, and declaring alliances very safeJ untjl we may in a re­
gular way gi .e your maje ty such further supplies, as may enable your majesty to sup­
port your alliances, and defend your kingdoms, 

. eeau e of the great danger and charge which must necessarily fall upon your 
majesty kingdom, if, (through want of that timely encouragem nt aud assistance, 

bich your majesty, joining with the tates General of the U ~1ited Provine s, and 
other confederate, would give them,) the said states, or any other consid rable part 
of the contederate , should thi ne t winter, 01' summel', make a p ace or truce with 
the French king, (the prevention hereof must hitherto be acknowled ed a singular 
ffi ct f God g'oodnes to u ,) which, if it hould bapp n, your maj ty would be af. 

terward neces itated with fewer, perllaps with no alliances or assistance, to with tand 
the power of the ' r n h king, which hath so long and so ucces fully contende 
with 0 many and so potent adv rsaries; and whil t he continues his 0' erbalancing 
greatnes , must always be dangerous to his neighbours, ince he would be able to op­
press anyone confederate, hefore the re t c.,uld get together, aud be in so good a pos­
ture of offending him as th y now ar , being jointly engaged in a war. And if he 
should be so suec ssfu} as to make a peace, or eli unite the present confederation against 
him, it is much to be feared, whether it would be po sible ev r to re-unite it, t I a t 
it would be a 'work of so much time"and difficulty, as would leave your majesty' 1 iog­
doms xposed to much mi ery and danger. 

Having thus uischarged our duty, in laying before your maj sty ti e dangers threat-. 
ening your majesty and your kiuO'doU1 , and the only remedies we can think of, for 
the preventing, seeming, and qui ting the minds of your majesty' people, wi h 01 e 
few of those reasons which] av moved u to this, and our former a dres es on this 
subject, we most humbly beseech your maje ty to take this 1 latter into your most 
serious consideration, and to take such Tesoiutions as may not leave it in the power 
of any neighbouring prince to rob your people of that happiness which they enjoy, 
under y ur majest' gracious government; b seedling your maje ty to rest con­
fident and as ured, hat when YOllr maje ty shall be pleased to declare such alliances 
in parliament, we hall hold our elves obliged, n t only by our promise and assurances 
given, and now with great unanimity renewed in a full hou e, but by the zeal and 
desl 8 of tho t whom we represent, at d by the interests of all our safeties, rno t cheal'­
ful to give y ur majesty such speedy supplies and assistances a may fully and plen­
tifi ly answer the occasions, and, by God's blessing, preserve your majesty's honour 
and the safety of the people. 

All which is most humbly submitted to your majesty' great wisdom. 

, . Friday, May 25th, 1677. 
Ir ohn Trevor reported from the said committee the address, which was read and 

. to, a.nd ordered that tl~ose ~embers of the hOll e, who were of his majesiy's 
pnvy «June", should move Ins majesty to know his pleasure, when the honse mjO'ht 
wait upon him with their address. I:.) 



Saturday, May 26th, ]677. 
The house being sat, had notice by MI' Secretary Coventry, That the king would 

receive their address at three in the· afternoon ; at which time they attended the king 
with it at the ·BanquettiuO'.house, in Whitehall, which being presented, the king an­
swered, That it wa long and of great importance, that he would consider of it~ and 
give them an answer as soon as he could. 

The house adjourned till Monday, May the 28th, when beiug sate, they received 
notice by Secretary Coventry, that the kin~ expected them . immediately in the Ban­
quetting-House; whither being come, the kmg made a speech to them OR the subject 
of th ir addr~ s; which !;peech. to prevent mistake~, his .majesty read out of his paper, 
and then delivered the same to the speaker. And 1115 m'aJesty added a few words about 
their adjournmen t. ' 

The king's speech is as followeth ~ 
Gentlemen, 

Could I have been silent, I would rather have chosen to be so, than to call to mind 
things so unfit for you to meddle 'with as are contained in orne parts of your late ad­
dfesses, wherein yOl~, have entrencr.ed upon so undoubted a right of the crown, that I 
am contident it will appear in no age (when the sword was not"dlawn) that the pre .. 
rogative of making peace and war hath been so dangerously invaded. 
. Y PU do no\. content yourselves with desiring me to enter into such leagues as may 
be for the ~afety of the kingdom. but you tell me what sort of league they must be 
and wjtb wholP, and (as your address is worded) it is more liable to be understood t~ 
be by your leave, than at your request, that I should make such other alliances as I 
please with other of the confedera~es. 

Should I suffer this fundamental power of making peace and war to be so far invaded 
(though but once) as to have the manner and circumstances of leagues prescribed 
to me by parliament, it' plain that no prince or state would a,ny longer believe that 
the sovereignty of ngland rests in the ero' n; nor could 1 think myself to signify any 
more to for igo princes tban the empty sound of a king: Wllerefore you may rest as­
sured, that no ~onditioll shall make me depart from, or Jes en, 0 essential a part of the 
monarchy. And 1 am willin o' to believe so well of thi House of Commons, that I am 
confi<.lent the e ill cons quenees are not intend d by you. 

The e are, in short, toe reasons why I can by 0 means approve of your address' 
and yet, thou h you have declined to grant m that supply which is nece ary to th~ 
ends of it, 1 do again declare to you, that as 1 have done all that lay iu my powe.r 
.inee your la t meeting, so I will still apply my elf, by all the means I can, to let the 
world see my c~re for th security and atisfaction of my people, altbough it may not 
be with those advantages t<> them which, by your assistances, I might have procured. 

And having said thi ,he ignified to them, they should adjourn till the 16th of July 
next. And, upon meeting then, were adjourn d till the d day of December. 

May it not be worth remembering, who advised his majesty to make such an answer 
to bis parliament i 
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llo7't Remark, .,pon the late Act of RUII.mption oj tile Irisl' Forfeiture" and upon tl,,' 
Manner oJputtmg that Act in Es-ectttioll. J701. 

Wh n the nlltion had undergon a revulsioJl of sentiment ,towards KiDg WilliamM every flaw \Va 
industriously sought out which ould ser\'e to blemi h his chnracter.-" AmonO' other com· 
plaint, one wa I that the king h d iven grant of th confi cated estate in b nd. It vias 
told before, that a bill b iog sent up by th Common, attainting tbe Iti h that had be n j~ 
arm) and ap lying their tate to th paying the public debt) leA.ving ooly a power 0 the 
king to di po 0 th third part f them, as like to ) long b fore th Lords, many titiona 

ing offered again t it· upo wbich he king, to bring th e ion to t\ speedy condu ion, had 
promi d that. lhh matter ,hould be kep entire '11 tb ir next Dl eting; bu tbe ion g iog 
ov r ithout any proce ding, the king granted away all tho e conn tions; i bein n u -
doubted br nch <>f the fO "al prerogative, that all «on6. cation accrued to til cro.vn, aud might 
be gra.nt d a.way at t.b plea ure of the king. It was ))retended that tho e late cam to a 
million and a balf in valu. Great objections were made to the merits of som who had the 
Jar e hare in tho e grants. Attempts had b en made in tb€) parliament of Ir land to obtain 
a connrmat1()n of them; but that which Ginkle, who wa created End of Atblone, had, waa 

ly coafirm d. ow it w com a p pulnr ~t of deel m tion to arraign bot the 
8mnts and tho e who hll.d them. otiobad been oft n to e or a re mpli t1 f 11 tbe 

ran which had be I JIlaue jn thi reign: but in answer to lll! it w aid, til t aioc no such 
motion had been maue for a resumption of the ~ran18 mad in Charles n:s reign, twill! land­
ing the xtra\,agllnt profu i n of them, and the 111 ground upon which tb y \V re 111 de, it hew­
d both a di respect and black ingratitude, it, wbiJ no other gmnts were resumed, t.bi king's 

o I should be caLI d in question. The court-party aid often, let tb r lrospect go back to the 
eRr 1660, and they would con nt to it, and tbat wbich migbt b got y it ould orth the 

while. It was an \ ered, this wa no the time, that so many sales, mor gag " and settl m 0 
h d been made" pUI Dant to tho grant; II the ttemp cam to tlolb'n. ut 110 they 
fell on a m e effectual method. A c~mmj ion w i v n, by act of parH me~t, to even pe .... 
Ions on ed by the lIou of ommon, to enquire into the value of the COD scaled lal in 
Itel n 60 ranted away, and into tbe cODsideration upon whicb those grunts were mad ."-
B nN'IT,l • ~1. 

!ERY the least trade, or body of men in the kingdom, when they nnei themse1ves 
.. ev~d by a Jaw, are allowed the liberty of plainly representing their grievance, and 
Itlomng for redress by the repeal of that law. I hope it will not be accounted a. 

ctnne, nor an 1mbecoming as urance, in one who is a sufferer by the late bjU for ro-
aumption of Irish forfeiture~. to lay before th h nourable Hou e Qf Conlmons a few 
snort remarks upon that bill, and the manner of the execution of it, whereby him elf, 
ba many ~thers of h ajesty.s protestant subj ets whose veins hold no other blood 

at JS Engh , ave suflered to a \'ery great degree, in hope th t tqc bquse 
'. ·:I'JIUI.1r that matter orthy of a review and econd consideration. 

1ft finnly persuaded, that if the truth of the state of the Iri h grants, or ~ny 
. haa been honestly represeD cd to the House of ommons .. whateve 



schemes of affairs some particular enterprisin gentlemen mi lIt have projected and 
framed to themselves, it would have been tmpo sible to have gained a majority of that 
house to have passed the bill, at least not in the manner it i ow framed. 

S. As to the bill now depending in the house for the re umption of English grants, 
although probabJy' there is not one of the grantees who is not represented by a mem. 
ber in who e election his grant gave him a ri ht of voting, and al though th matt r 
being transacted here, it may reasonably be presumed that many members of both 
hou e are thoroughly acquainted with the grants themselves, and the consideration 
for making them, the printed votes tell u every day, that as many petitions as are of­
fered again t the bill are ea ily received, and referred to the committee to whom the 
bill is ommitted: But unhappy Ireland is to be bound by a law made by per ODS never 
cho en to represent her; persons who canuot be presumed to be truly a.cquainted, of 
their own knowledge, witb her pre ent circum tances, intere t , or affair, and this too 
without iving her a y opportunity of bein heard for her elf. It is not the intent of 
this paper to nter into the question of the right, (which ome, 110wever, think of con-
iderable weight and con equ nee ~n the matter,) but to consider how a thing so un-

usual and e.'traQrdinary did prevail. ' 
4. I do not presume by any means to arraign or cen ure the prQceedings of a parlia­

ment i it is no reflection upon them to do thing ~hjch carry a fair app arance of d. 
vantage to the publick, a they are represen ed to them, though deceits may he put 
upon them: And it' a suffici nt reconciling of'their proceeding to the rules of justice 
and equity, that they used all the caution that was neces aTY to obtain a true informa­
tion f the state of the case; that they sent over commissioners, fortified with very 
large power, to make enquiries, and to report the matter to the house. It could not 
be presumed (and therefore a. u estion of that kind wo ld have been ridiculed) that 
per ons so employed would dar to make a report to ucb an a embly vithout due 

xamination, and much Ie s to a nn facts contrary to plain informations rec j.,'ed; a d 
it is nO' wonder, as the report stated matters to th m, that it should move their indig­
Dati~ to the highest degree. I shall not offer to dispute the reasonableness of anyone 
step taken by either hQuse in the affair; I have learned to make my uncleI' t ndin sub­
mit to wh<rtever the parliament judge to be r asonab and fitting to be done: But if 
many innocent families mn t unavoidably be ruined by he b'll rounded upon that re. 
POl't; and if that information shall videntlyappe r to be gros ly 1 e oin it If in many, 
llSY, most particulars, and that those mi takes were not due to want of opportunities 
of being truly informed, but to a resolution to l' present thillgS quite othenvi ethan 
the truth was, perhaps the hou e may think itself concern u in honour to 'pre 8 e 
resentments, or a di like at least, of such an abu e of the confid nee r po ed b t em 
in their commis ioners, \ hieh produced a bill so evere, to ay nothln J' m re of it. 

5. The most av wed nemie 0 that unfortunate kingdom, though witty entlemen 
(who although they despi e it, and all that be1onO' to it, ' et, at th arne time, con­
trary to the n ture of contempt, make it th very mar Q their nvy,) must a1 ow that 
the dull ptotestants of Ireland were great ufferers upon ao ount of heir r ligion and 
finn adherence to' the interest of England; that sueh of th Ul as were forced to fly for 
want of arm, or of' a f4 rce capable of makIng a tand, were a fon 'urd to retum and 
venture their lives for the a 0 erting the English laws nd lib~r ies a any upjects what· 
ever; and that such f them as could get into a body, and po s th m elv f pI' ces 
of an tr n(l,th, did defend th se plaoes to the 'onder of mankind. nd it cannot 

d led, th t by that defenc I and the stand that they made tbcr • t.ll rav e a) d 
c famities that attend a \ ar were k t in that poor c un1ry, 0 \vhich WW' ithout; 
that opposition) England in all probability had been the seat. 

6. 'l'hese things could not soon slip out of memory, or be forgott n; r could the 
in rest that some of those sufferers and the pro blnts of Irel nd had in tho e grants 
in g neral be unknown; and therefore the gentlemen who projected til creating of 
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hene6ciat offices to themselves at the expence of ,a poor kjngdom, were put to make 
use of aU their kill to work up th minds ofpeQple into such a ferment a might mas .. 
ter and '(werpower ever thought of tendern ss and compassion: And it's pretty well . 
known what course they took to do it; Lut time will quiet passions and discove.f 
truth . rl'wo 'of the lh(' e reporting commi ioners are soon tp appe,ar before the house. 
I thil k it m y not b improper to ive some hints of enquiries which the member j if 
the ... please, ma make, in order to their haviDO' some certain measure of what they ate 
to citpend upon from th act, (for, a has been v ry well obs rved, the late report skil­
ful! a\'oid e\' ry thing ofthi kind,) and that the )oor soldiers, the p rson concern­
d ill the ttl. sport debt, c. after a t diou waiting, may llot find themselves derei cd 

by nch a fund as to make selling .their debentures at fifty pel' cent. ,the most eligible 

pa;~. will , for the present, admit that the general di ta te which this bm has given to 
the lody of the kingdom of Ireland, i llot a faJ e tep in policy at. thi tim : I will 
suppose too, that the nppl'ehensions which many tht're have taken up, that it look like 
a ,'ery breach of their con titu ion, is perfectly roundless, and of no con equence . 
(\vithout doubt tIl gentleman, who said in di cOurse that it were better the bill should 
b lost, than the e>.:pJ' ss repeal of all act of their parliament should b omitted, as he 
'Se med perfectl mast r of the conduct of the whole bill, has some very extraQrdinary 
rea on for his sa in ;) y t I am lully persuaded, if England bad be n made sensi­
bl that the act would b a ertain ruin to so many English protestant famili , tbat 
besides the resumption it elf, (whir.b would lie heavy enough upon many of the sub· 
ject. of tha kingdom.) the cbarges of making and attending their claims would be such 
as that kingdom is not ~ble to bear; and that the ff c l of' thts would be only the crea· 
ting offices ° advanta~e to om particular "ent\cm tlJ with a very little return in ease 
o the .English d~bts . I am p rsnaded that an 'u rli h parliam~nt would have scorned 
to tak~ thi conrse in easing her elf in an inconsiderable sum, by laying uch aq over­
load lIpon her lave at\d drudge; much less would it hav committed into the hand of 
some entlemcll such unlimited powers over a kingdom, a ' are witbout any .pre dent 
in < nglis) law or history: and perbap their justice and compassion may incli ne tl1 m 
·yet to nd out some meaU$ of r moving the load, aud relieving the poor sufferers. 

8. Instead of this it's reported abroad, that the gentlemen employed are not content 
with tbeir pre ent power, nor think tbemselveR yet arhitrary enough, but olicit all en­
largement of tl elf authoritie I as well as of their time, and conse·quently of their very 
good salaries. Whether that, or t.he finding some way of d(!livel'ing a miserable people 
of such masters, b the more r,easonable, a atisfactory answer t9 some few qltestions 
may J>crhflps in orne n'l aSUl'e det I'mine. 

9. T e first report i' b fore the house: It was that which raised the expectation of 
the parliament so high, that they thought reasonable t~ vary from their general course 
of prQcee it g, and to do thitlgs not <;c:>rnmon, by which several members expressed 
them elves. ensible that some hard 'hips would unavoidably fall upon particlIllal' per. 
80 , but the general good over-rul d such considerations; and they cho e rather to 
.strain a littl , than not corne at such a ,mine ~s was promised them towards easing' a 
burden wh~ch l~y very heavy on Euctland. Two of the tilJ'te, who subscribed th first 
report, (~ IS saJ(~ he fore) are soon to attend the house, partICularly Ml' Ausley, who 
after 11' V~llg dehvered that report at the bar of the hous , und rtook to justify anu 
answer all objectlQl1 that should be made against it ; for the tl'uth of which 1 am con­
fitient I m~y appeal to the memory of several ~llembers who heard hiQl, although per­
b e mIght have r ason to be as urec;l he dld not run any O' reat hazard of beiug at 
that time caned upon to m(l.ke good what be 0 strollgly promi ed. I thlOk it may be 
imm~atefy expected1 after a full yeal"s further attendance upon that enquiry, be 
Jhould be able to give a fuil, plain, and direct answer how fill' that revenue may be de .. 

5 
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pended upon as a fund for wlult is charged upon it, (which are debts of honour and 
of great compassion,) and whether the produce of it will be an equival nt for the et­
ting a precedent of investing a few entlemen, not all of them perfeclly skilled in the 
law, or of vi ible fortune, with 0 arbitrary a power of judging and determining the 
property of a hole kingdom, that the wi dom of the law of En(rland ha not thought 
1t afe to lntru t the king, the House of Peers, and all tbe courts of ju tice in this land 
with any thing like it. 

10. The estate commonly called the private e tate, (those land ..,hich were ve ted 
in the Duke of York before his accession to the throne, alld afterwards granted to the 
Lady Orkney,) I take to be out of tht! compass of this enquiry: there was no need 
of furnishing out commissioners at such an expence, and such large powers relating 
to that. 

There were very few claims to be heard; the commis ioner , as I have been well as-
sur d, had an entry at large delivered to them, a perfect rent-roll of the estate; the 
gentlemen concerned in the managem nt of it put that matter into such order for 
them, that 1\1r Hooper, (now a commi sioner, and their then secretary,) said at the 
board, that had the like method been observed in all returns, three montb would 
have been sufficient to have compl ted their busine. 0 that a very . mall expence 
of time and pains miO'ht ascertain the true state of tho eland , ~ may be very ea ily 
judged, as well from what i above said, as from that very nice account gi\'en of this 
estate by a late ingenious author. If therefore th re has been any con iderable waste J". n 
of time and expence in that matter, it ha had some other end in it, than barely to be 
informed of the truth of that revenue. I hear the commi sioners report tho e lands to 
be of a very extravagant value; at pre 'ent I'll not concern my elf further about them, 
than to caution people against being deceived by the same method a second lime, 
and to say that those lands may be di po eu 0 without the yearly expenee of forty 
thousand pounds in salaries, and other charge, to effect it. 

l]. But it may be proper to have the hou e truly informed what ha been made of 
thing, properly called forfeitures, in a year's time. There can have oecn but little 
need of their judicial power of hearing and determining claims to personal estates; and 
therefore it's to be presumed that all those matters are over, and that they are able to 
give a perfect account of them. 

It may then be rea onably demanded, 
1st, What the value of those are? How much recel\'ed, and what proportion those 

receipts bear to the first report? And in general how far the first report will be ri~ 
fled, in what particuhl.rs it will fall short, and how much? 

2dly, Whether they have made any inventory of tbose personal goods and chattels 
that are vested in them, to whom they have sold them, and for how much? 

The neglect or d lay of doing this, is an abuse of the favour intended by th par­
liament to the purcha ers of forielted interests, as to the third part of thtir purcha c­
money, forasmuch a ' they are to receive part of the twenty-one thousand pound al~ 
lotted to them out of the produce of the pel' onal states. .. 

It may be demanded of th m in gen ral, 
~dly, What cash remains now in the hands of their receivers, 011 cashier, in Duhlin, 

above the charge df their salaries and management; and wheth r ill their a count 
credit i ginn by what is made by the fee in several otfice ? it j COlle ived this 
ought to b done, in regard the whole exp~llLe is d ra) ed out of th pro lice of the 

/ forfeitures; and ther fore it's reasonable that til fees should be e tet:rneJ so much 
n at money, and ought to be accounted fOT a Sll h. 

no it is to he hoped tile house will r >qllire th ir laying b fore th m t I ir table of 
fees, which, (however moderate it may aplJ6 ,) i an excelll:live cbarge to the kino· 





out alla.anee gi en for quit.rent, or for the landlord's part of the I no· tax paid by 
tb m, only being promised an allowance for the money in some fl,lture half-year 
tent? If the intent of thi proceed in should be to make the rent-roll as considerable 
s po 'oIe, that were a d ceitful representation to continue the hou e under the same 

mista ~ j 'to which the former report led them, which the house will hardJy endure. 
It's pa tall dt putt, that the incurrin intere t of allowed incnmbrances, and arrears 
du £; r quit-loent, and for the land·tax, mightily swell the debt, and that they rnu ~ be 
paid on time 01' other, unle s the land be sold, and by that means, and by the c1au e 
jn the act, the quit'lr nt and lanel-tax be cut off; but thi would be such a piece of in­
justice, as it is to be hoped will not be suffered. 

IS. As to the hardships put UpOI the claimants, and the burden upon the whole 
kill 'dom, lhe irregularity of their proceedings, and the liberty they take by their su­
preme power of setting a ide formal settled regular proceedings at law, it may be 
worth enquirin , 
( 1st, The tru tees being by the act irnpowered to send for person as, they shall think 
fit, (which seem so gteat a trust and authority, that jt ougllt not to be put into other 
bands,) ha e they not committed that power of summoning persons to any clerk or 
cl rks, and to whom? Have not several p r ons been summoned .from remote parts of 
tbe kin~dom, and after long a tendance at Dublin, been di missed without being exa­
lnined? Hav~ no blank summons been sent into the countl'Y, and fined up there? 
Have not claimants attended with their witnesses at the times their claims wer posted 
to be heard, and beeu put off from day to day, yet obliged to attend at the peril of 
their claims being- diSH is ed for want of prosecQtlon? Have they not been so delayed 
and put off upon motion of t e tru tees' council, or of Mr White, upon a bare sugges­
tion, that they hould have evidence hereafter tor the trust? Did the trustees in ca es 
of thi nature, when the claims had been regularly po ted. and the times for their co­
ming on were well knQ vn to 1r White, require an oath, or put them off upon bare 
aile lations, or shewing of letters out of the coun.try? Was not this very expen iv to 
th claimant ? Was any allowance made to them tor uch th ir loss anJ expenee ? 

idly, Where a protestant was in posse sian before the J3th of }'ebruary, 1688, or 
since that time, upon mortgages, judgments, extents, or otherwise, of lands belopging 
to forfeited persons: 

" ' hether the trustees have not disposses ed such protestants, and received the pro .. 
fits, although snch protestants recovued at law, (after the forfeiture.) against the king 
or his graIl tee, W h1lst they had the estate of the forfeiting person in them, and- were 
~tually in po session when the act past? 

dly. When uch protestant incumbrances have been aHowed upon the claims of uch 
protestant., whether they have atTain been put into possession, or been paid any part 
of the interest of their incumbrances by the trustees? 

Tbe act v sting the lands in the trustees, accordin a to th several interests of the 
forfeiting person, with a saving to the rights of others, whether they do carry the 
9,ual and indifferent hand whicb perso~ intrusted as judges ought. if they do first y 

th ir po . er first dispo sess him who had lawful title to the pas es lon, becau e the 
act v sta the lands in helD) but fterwards, though the claimant' title be allowed, will 
n t elJtore him t his possession, or allow him interest for his money? 

l40_ The property of the subjects of Ireland, though not much valu d and regarded 
~Y IOtlJ>fopl I is to t lern a dear as theirs il to the happier men. whose lot is fallen to 

tl em in England, and they wish for nothing more than to be ubject to the arne laws 
as II Ii hmen. Ireland has been famous to a p 0 erb, for producing witnesses ready 
to as rt any thing tha~ may give them pro peot of yielding advantage: Such wit· 
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tl eI, a d the ctedit ,tb deserve, ate pretty well known to their neigllboUfbood, the 
inhabitants of tha countrYI who have been long under the afflicting necessity of con .. 

e ing with them: ut the are 110t so un kilful in their trade. as ot to be able to 
fr me storiell-8o consistent, that strangers to them and their behaviour (of hich kind 
of person thet tru t i for the greatest part compo ed) may easily be impos d upon by 
them. 1 mention not th' of a desire that more trustee 0 that kingdom hould 
be appoint • That nation has bad too sad ex.periences of the candour and good-will 
of some 0 her natives already" to make that her wi h. But sine the matters subject 
to their enquiry and determinfttion are of so great value, and property is so hi IlLy con .. 
cern ed, whether it might not have been reasonable to have kept up to the old }MV of 
England, of enquiring by jury in some of the most difficult and considerable c&, es, it 
not in anI might surely be worthy of consideration, e pecially if what I hea.r sOIne 0 
the trustees pretend' unto, and aim at, be true. 

b a place that never had a privilege of holding. parliament of its own confirmed to 
it let it be never so entirely subjected to the crown of Ena-Iand by an absolute con· 
q e t, or otherwi e, yet jf the benefit of English Jaws were once glanted to it, I can .. 
not bel~ve tllat a parliament of En land would think it r asonable to subject the estate 
and propert'e of persons living there, not' guilty of any cdrne, nor under any accusa~ 
tioo, to th arbitrary will and dispo a1 of any numb r of meo : y t according to the 
!nterpretation some ot these e,utlemtm put up~n their own a~thority, and whioh, a; ~t 
H reported, they are cn av uflng to get explalOed and established by new clau S, thl 
8ecma to be th~ ea e of Ireland. 

15. '{he word of the act do vest the estates of forfeiting persons in the t1'u tees, 
and impow them to di po e of those estate. A, who is a forfeiting pers n, ha lands­
€alled D, adjoining to t)e estate of B. A forfeiting person called '. A., is in po ion 
of a piea of land, as parcel of his estate, but B. laid claim to it as a parcel of S. The 
trustee in thi case are warranted by the act to adjudge that n:s estate all d S. i ' 

ted in them; but if they may go farther, and determine that that parti u)ar parcel 
of land, of whicl A.. was in pos ession, i parcel of that of S. (the e tate vest d in them) 
and thereupon shall dispossess A. (such opinions and cases there have been) and this 
procooding hould be established, what man in Ireland qan lie safe? 01' what tate is 
there in that kingdom that,] not subject to their pleasure, and arbitrary determination, 
'without j~y ~r otlier le~al proceedings whatsoever, or any appeal of redre s 1 

16. fIght It not be t)f dangerous consequence to allow a power to per ons (some of 
whom jlav shewed tbemselv not v ry weB versed in Jegal proceeding ) to ravel into 

-act~ of coutts of justice. and unsettle legal determination, taking upon them el 'es 
a juri diction to determine between party an party, 'bich of them has a right td t e 
thing claimed, and by that determination in ffeet reversing a former decree, or other 
leg&) proceeding? or example: A debt claimed upon a forfeited' estate by two everal 
claImants, both of them fully, and to satisfaction, make the debt appear to be due' so 

t the trustees are by the act .required to decree that it is a just debt: but whai are 
the words of the act, or was it ever. the intent of the parliament to take from the pro­
pe courts and the ordinary course of la~, the power of deciding to which of, the can,. 
estiug parties the debt belongs, a.nd to make the trustees, the judges, and det rminer 

of that which in no sort encreases or diminishes the sum to be raised? Yet uch ca8e~ 
bere are where the trustees have exerted their power) and taken upon hemselves to 

.. djuag~ (a,:,d that too contr~ry to former legal d terminations in proper court) to which 
f. he partle the debt of tight belongs, and have refused to form their decree i ucb 

might have allowed the debt, and sav d the right (whatever it wa ) of each . 
I?:. i tance.s of this kind may shew how da erous a thing the giving of a 

power, whida ,eews unlimited, may prove, and what the consequences of their obtain-
6 



ibg a general confirm tion of their proceedings, would be, which it seem they are en .. 
d avolffin to procure. 

l~. The trustees by the act have a power to adjust accounts on penalties. A pro. 
te taot in umbrancer i in posses ion by virtue of his incumbrance (for example, tenant 
by el git or tatute) the land i granted by the king in fee, and the grantee ells it: 
'1 e purcha er (whose busine and interest it then was to b s strict in exacting an 
account a po sible) acconnts with the tenant byele it, &c. and at r the best inform· 
ation he can get, ettles the Jand, a5 if it were worth two shillings per acre. during the 
extent, and pays the ballance of the account settled: having now lost two-third of his 
purcha -money at least in effect, claims the remainder of the debt which he paid to 
the creditor, and has not received out of the profits of the land. The master to whom 
the count i referred charges the land a8 worth (by a value now set upon it) four 
shilling per acre, 80 a the debt is not only paid, but a great balance on the other 
aide. Were it not a strange way of accounting in this ca e, to charge him that paid 
off the debt for clearing his purchase, with more profit made of the land than he could 
get allowed in his accounting with the creditors, though he used his utmost endeavour, 
and yood husbandry, as it wa hi interest, all that he could get allowed being for what 
appeared tben so much saved in bis pocket; so that he may be concluded to have done 
his b st? . 

]9, Have not the trustees obliged all persons who had money secured to them by 
judgment, tat te, or mortgage, since May 86, to prove the actual payment and loan 
of the money, and adjudged all securities on voluntary cony yances within the intent 
of he act, where there has not been actual proof of the payment of the money -? And 
bay n t everal pe 0 lost their debts upon that a('count, thou h there was no O'round 
of su picion l or pretence of fraud, in acknowledging such statute or judgment; but 
for want of witnesses directly proving the payment of their money, have had theiT 
claim dismissed? 

20. Have not the trustees protected aU per ons from arrests, who either are sum. 
moned as witnesses, or pretend to be able to do service by making out a title to lands 
in th'e tru tees ? 

Have not everal debtors been thu protected, who never did or could d such ser­
vioe? Does not Mr Abraham White their clerk give such summon as oft a a ed, 
and enter any man's name as a discoverer who caUs himself o? That entr makes hi 
person sacred, tIll application is made to the trustee, who. it' true, of late have been 
]e 8 fond of prot cting such persons than formerly: But the ex pence of moving the 
trus ees, and procuring a report of the matter is 0 great, that few complain of the 
hardshlpi of that kind which they lie under. 

121. Upon the whole m~tter, if the parliament shall upon examination nnd t e re­
ump i08 it If, in the manner it lOW stanus, a great blow to the prote tant interest i 

Irelan<.l, and ales eDing the English interest there; if it be made evident to them" that 
h OJ( pences of attending by claimants and per on summoneu to ublio, by the power 

of th tru tee. will amount to a greater charge upon that impoveri hed kingdom, than 
t whole enqulry will return ne t to England; if they ball find that the po ver O'i\.>en 
t tru .. t , -either really in themselve , or as they are put in pro ctice, do put a top at 
prestot t tbe commul1 course,of ju tice in that kingdom, rav I into, nd un ettle legal 
determhlatioll far beyond the common en e of the words of the ac.t, tbe power 
thems lye do xceed all that were ev r y t ~ranted; and if t r aU thi the con inu~ 

. anoe f this act, and of the execution orit, 111 rove at Ja t only n enri hin of ome 
. ./ icular peJ OilS out of the poil of a poor hara ed kingd m nd givhl$ to a fe ~ 
r ' opportU11ities of venting their private pIques and anim itie, with ut tUrDID to Dy 

en' raWe t dvantage to England.; it is hU!Jlbly offered to the ideradoD of the 
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ir Edward J. orreys, Kt. 
ir Robert Jenkin on, Bar • . 

Uni"Oer it!J of O.~'O11. 
Sir Christopher Mu grav6, 

Bar. 
• The Hon. IIeneage Finch • . 

Esq. 
Ci~lj of Oxon. 

Franci Norrey, E 'q. 
Thorn s Rowney, £ . 
B01'oug" qf New JYood tock • . 

ir Thomas Littleton, . r. 
The Hon. J ames Berti~ 

Esq 
Borough Qf Banbury. 

A double Return. 
• The Hon. Ch rles orth. 

Esq. 
J obn Dormer, 

orthumberland, • Rut/an hire, . 
• The Hon. , illiam Ho\v. SirThoma lackwortb, K 

ard, Esq. Richard Halford, Esq. 



utt • 
amuel Sh pherd, en. 

E q. 
BorOllrrh of toclcbr ·dge. 

Anthony ur , E q. 
John Pitt, E q. 

Borou II 0 NerJJWwn. 
Jam s or] yo Pylewell, 

E . 
Th rna Hobson, Esq. 

rou It of GIn ist-Church. 
Th t. I on. Ed ward Lord 

, i. ornbury. 
, Tillia 1 ltri k, < q. 

Boro 'gh Q[ L.ymingtoll. 
Thomas Dol', !. q. 

aul Burr I'ef, E q. 
Borough Q/ UflLitcllUrcll . 

Th Rt. Hon. the Lord 
J m Ru s 1. 

ic ard ' oollaston, E q. 
Bn,.oufl." if Andover. 

The Rt. Hon. J obn mith, 
E q. 
Francis hepherd, I sq. 

.. --- Cotton, Esq. 
BorOllU" of Tamworth. 

Sir II nry GOl1~h, Bar. 
Thomas Guy, E q. 

Suffolk, 16. 
The Right Hon. the LOrd 

Dy rt. 
ir amue1 arna i ton, 

Borou h oj Ip vick. 
ie Charle Duncombe, 

Kt. 
• Jo ph lartin, < q. 

Borou h fll Dum i h. 
.. ir Chari Bloi, Bar. 
-Kemp, . 

Borough qfO.1' ord. 
.. ir Edm md Turn r, Rar. 
• ir dmund flacon, Bar. 

Borourrh if Aldboroll Cl k. 
Sir Henry J hn on, 
'Villianl John on, q. 

Bor()ugh 0/ udbury. 
.. ir Gerva e Elways r . 
.. Sir John ord n, Dar. 

Borouh q/ '!It!. 
Th Hon. 1 C r 'omI-

ton, I q. 
Sir Jo,eph Jekyll, t. 
Borough of St Edmond­

bury. 
ir Robert Daver Kt. 

John Harvey, E • 



I 

~(Jrough Qf Rytgale. 
Sir John Parsons, Kt. 
tephen Harvey, Esq. 

Borough if Guilford. 
or an Randy I, E q. 

• Denzil Onslow, E q. 
R01Ymgh qf Gatton. 

Thoma Turgis, Esq. 
Manrice Thompson, Esq. 

Borough if IIaslemere. 
j r Theophilus Oglethorp, 
1 t. 

• George Woodroff, EsC! 

Susser, ~O. 
• Henry Lumley, Esq. 
John Miller, q. 

City of Chichestet·. 
• Sir Thomas May, Kt. 
• William EI on, Esq. 

Borough of Horsham. 
Henry Yates, Esq. 

Henry Cooper Esq. 
Borough of Midhu1·st. 

John Lewkener, E q. 
• Lawrence Alcock, Esq. 

Borough of Lewis. 
Sir Thomas Trevor, Kt. 

Thoma Pelham, E q. 
Boroug h of New Shoreham. 

harle ergi on, Esq. 
• Nathaniel Gould, Esq. 

Borough of Bramber. 
Thomas Owen, E q. 

William Stringer, Esq. . 
Borough of Steynillg. 

ir John ·agg. dead. 
' ir Edward Hungerford, Kt. 

of the Bath. 
Borough if East-Grimsted. 

• Matthew rior, Esq. 
John Conyer, ESE). 

Burough of Arundel. 
John Cooke. Esq. 

Edmund Dummer, E q. 

Jrarrvickshire, 6. 
01 n Mordaunt, Bar. 
Charles Shuckburgh, 
r. 

it!! cif COVelll7:1j. 
ir Christopher Hale I Bar. 
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• Thomas Hopkins, Esq. 
Borough of Wa1wick. 

• The Hon. Francis Grevill, 
E q. 

Sir Tho. \Vagstaff, Kt. 

IVestmorland, 4. 
Sir Christopher Mu grave, 

Bar. 
,.. Henry Graham, Esq. 

Borough Q[ Apul/nt. 
The Hon. Gervase Peire­

point, Esq. 
• Wharton Dancbe, Esq. 

l,piltshire, S4. 
Sir G. Hungerford, Bar. 
* Richard Howe, Esq. 

City Q[ New Sarurn. · 
• Sir Tho. Mompcsson, Kt. 
Robert Eyre, Esq. 

Borough if Wilton. 
John Gauntlet, Esq. 
• Thomas Phipps, :E. q. 

Borough qf Downeton. 
Carew Rawlei h, E q. 
John Eyre, Esq. 

Borough Q[ Bindo?l. 
Sir James Howe, Bar. 
Reynolds Cal thorp. Esq. 

Borough if' Heytersbury. 
William Ashe, Esq. 
Edward Ashe, Esq. 

Borough of If/estbu7'!!. 
The Hon. R. Bertie, Esq. 
Richard Lewis, Esq. 

Borough. of Caine. 
• Walter Long, Esq. 

'Valter Hungerford, Esq. 
Borough of Devizes. 

if rancis Child, Kt. 
• Francis Merryweather, 

E q. 
Borougl, of Cltippenluzm. 

The Right Hon. the Lord 
Mordant. 

Walter Whitt', E. q. 
Boroug II q/ fain bury. 

Edward Pauncefort, E q. 
• S. hepherd, jun. ' q. 

Borough. ~ricklade. 
Sir t phcn "0., , t. 

2u 

• Edmund Dunche, Esq. 
Borough if'Great Bedwin. 
Franci tonehou 'e, E • 
CharJe Devenant, E q. 

Borou h qf Lugershall. 
• Edmund Webb, eu. q. 
John Webb, jun. E q. 

Borough Q[OJd Sarum. 
Charle Mompe son, Esq. 
William Harvey, Esq. 
Boroug11OfWoottertBassett. 
• H. t John, jun. Esq. 
Henry PynniH, Esq. 
Borouu/t of Marlborough. 

The Rt. Hon. R. Earl of 
Ranelagb. 

* J obn Jefferys, Esq. 

. lfTo1'ce tershit'c, 9. 
Sir J. Packington, Kt. 
William Walsh, E q. 

City if TVorcester. 
Samuel wift, • sq. 
• Thomas Wild, Esq. 

Borough if Droitwich. 
T. Foley, sen. Esq. 
Charles Cocks, Esq. 

Borough qf Evesham. 
• ir James Rushout, r. 
John Rudge, Esq. 

Borough of B~lJdly. 
elway Winington, E q. 

Yorkshire, SO. 
The Rt. Hon. Thomas Lord 

Fairfax. 
• Sir John Kay, Bar. 

City 91 York. 
Sir W. Robinson, Bar. 
• Ed. Thompson, E q. 
Tuwnoj Kingston upon Hull. 
Sir William t Quinton, 
Ba~ • 

• William f ter, Esq. 
Borough if' Knare oorouun. 
Robert Byerly, E q. 
Chri ·topher tockdale, E q~ 

Borough if &oarh rougJ,. 
The Right Honourable AI'· 

thur Lord Vi countlrwin. 
Sir har/es Hotham, Bar. 

Bor gh (if Rippon, 
ohn isleby. I~S(l 
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~oa.tban Jennings, E q. 
ugh qf Ricll1nond. 

Thomas York, Esq. 
James Darcy, Esq. 

Borouglt of Heydon. 
Sir Robert Bedingfield, 

t.. 
Anthony Duncomb E q. 
Borough Q{ BorougTibrigg. 

The Right Honourable S: r 
Henry Goodrick, Bar. 

Sir Brian tapleton, Bar. 
Borough OJ Malton. 

Sir illiam Strickland, 
. 

William Palme ,Esq. 
Borough qf TIl;r k. 

Sir Godfrey Copley, Bar. 
Sir Thoma Franklan Bar. 

Borough Q/ Aldhorough. 
Robert Muncton, q. 
Cyrill Artbington, q. 

Borou rh if Beverly. 
Sir Michael Warton, Kt. 
Ralph Wharton, E q. 
Borough of Q1·thallerton. 
ir WilUam Husler, Kt. 

Ralph 1\filbanck, • 
Borough qf Pontif1·oct. 

if J olm Bland, Bar. 
Job Bright, Esq. 

BarDn8 qf the C'nque-Ports, 
16. 

Town qf Rye. 
Sir Hobert Austin, Bart. 

Josepb Offley, Esq. 
Towll qf New Bumtleg. 

Sir Charles Sidley, Bar. 
John Brewer, Esq. 

Pbrt l?! lIyeth. 
Sir Philip Boteler, 
• - Boteler, Esq. 

Po"t 'If DO'Ler·. 
• The Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 

Hedge, Kt. Principal Se­
cretary of late. 

Matthew A~lmer, Esq. 
Port Of Satldwich • 

Sir Henry Furnese, Kt. 
John Taylor, E q. 

Port qf Sealen'd. 
ir William Th(}mas Bar. 
illiam La nd, Esq. 

Wal~s, 24. 

Anglesey, 2. 
The Rigl1t Hon. Lord Vis. 

BulkeJey. 
Borough of Beoumaris. 

• CQning by Williams, E q. 

Brecon, !2. 
Sir Rowland wyne, Xt. 

Town Q/' Brecon. 
• Sir Jeffery Jefferys, Kt. 

Cardigan, 2. 
• ir Hu. Ma kworth. 

10W7~ of Cardigan, 
John Lewis of Coedmore, 

Esq. 

Carmarthen, 2. 
Sir Rice udd, Bar. 

Toren of Carmtlrthen. 
Richard aughan, Esq. 

Carnar'Ool1" !l. 
The lion. T. 8ulkeley~ Esq. 

TOrlm if Carnarvon. 
Sir J. Wynne, B r. 

Denbigh, 2. 
Sir Rich. Middleton, Bart. 

Town Q{ Denbigll. 
Edward Brereton, E q. 

Plilat, 2. 
Sir John Conway, Bar. 

Tuum qf FLint. 
Thomas Mo tin, Esq. 

Gl or an, i. 
Thoma Man 11 of Briton .. 

erry. E q. 
Town Q[ CaT·ditfe. 

Sir Ed ard , tradling, Bar~ 
M~r;onttlJ, 1. 

Hugh Nanny, E q. 

Montgomer!l~ 2. 
Edward Vaughan, Esq. 

Town if Montgomery. 
• John Vaughan, Esq. 

Pembroke, s. 
Toran of H aver.{ord·We, • 

• Wilham Wheeler, E q. 
Town Q/ Pembroke. 

Sir John Philips. Bar. 

RadllOr,2. 
Thomas Harley, Esq. 

TO'ttJn Q/ Radnor. 
Robert Harley, q, 

In aU 51S. 

1740. 
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impeaohm nt of the seven lords who advis d and carried through th Partition Treaty. The 
Wh~, on the other hand, bad been active in stiuing a popular aversion to the Tory minis' rs 
and had formed a scheme of obtaining such a number of petitions from ~ountiell and corpora­
tions as hould intimidate tbeir opponents jnlo a change of measures. The fir t presented was 
that of the gentlemen and yeomanry of Kent, which was couched in a style of remonstrance so 
petulant, tha.t the gentlemen who pre ented it were ordered into custody, and remained in the 
Ga.tebou unlil the 'parliament was prorogued. They bad nn cause, however. to regrt'!t his tem­
porary confinement, which placed them at the head of their party, and recommended them to 
&en(m~l nOlice and public esteem. 

The Priface. 

'TWOULD be hard to suspect him of errors in fact, who writes the story of yesterday : 
A historian of three weeks must certainly be just, for had he never so much mind t<Tlie, 
it would be nonsense to expect the world could be imposed upon, every body's me­
mory would be a living witness against him, and the effecL would be only to expose 
him elf. 

Authors of histories generally apologise for their quotations', plead their industry in 
the search after truth, and excuse them elves by as erting to the faithfulne 8 of their 
collections. The author of the following heets is not afraid to let the world know, 
that he is so sure every thing that is related in this account is litterally and positively 
true, that he challenges all the wit and malice the world abounds with, to confute the 
most trifling circumstance. 

If aggravations are omitted, and some very ill-natured passages let go without ob .. 
servations, tho e person who were guilty of them may observe that we have more good­
nature than they have manners; and they ought to acknowledge it, since a great many 
rudenes es both against th king him elf and the gentlemen concerned have escaped 
their scurrilous mouths which are not here animadverted upon. 

And lest the world should think this presumptive, and tbat the acen ation is oo!ya 
surmise, we will query what they think of that kind remark of Mr J. How, findingth 
king's letter to the house, and the Kenti h petition to come both on a day, and the 
substance to be the same, " that the king. and the Dutch, and the ~en~ h men were 
all in a plot against the House of Commons. U 

I could have swelled this pamphlet to a large volume if I should pretend to collect 
all the Billingsgate language of a certain house full of men, against the king, the lords, 
and the gentlemen of Kent; but it is a fitter subject for a satire than a hi tory: they 
have abused tbe nation, and now are become a banter to themselves; and 1 leave them 
to consider of 1t, and reform. 

I assure the world I am no Kentish man, nor was my hand to the petition: Though. 
bad I been acquainted with it, I would have gone a hundred miles to have signed it, 
and a hundred more to have had the opportunity of erving my country, at the ex.-
pence of an unjust confinement for it. • 

It may be fairly concluded, 1 am no Warwickshire man neither, with a petition in 
my pocket brought a hUDdled miles, and afraid to deliver it. 

Nor my name Sir Robert Clayton, by which you may know that 1 did not promi e 
the member J who were tlleD in fe~r enough, to US~ my interest to stifle a city pe. 
ption, 

. ' Nor is my name Legion; I wish it were, for I should have been glad to b capable 
of Rpeaking 80 much truth, and iO much to the purpo e, ~s i contain~d in that unall 
Iwerable paper. 

\it 1 i\n unconcewed spectator, and ha.ve been an cJ.;act ob$ rver of 
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e, have been atl e e and ear-witne of eve most minu e articl , a am sur hnt 
e thinlY related, is a eKactly true as the causes () it af1e all scandalous and bu '"" 
then' Onle to ttl nation. 

1\. to th ' geutlemen of the House of Con\mons, I shan not pretend to enter in to their 
cbatacte J b cau e I car not to enter into captivity, nor come into the dutche 0 

tha worst of brute , th ir s ~jeant. 
Literally peaking, no m m er of the lIous of Com morts can be a Jacobite, he· 

cau e the 1 have t en the oath' to Kin William. But this may be observed, that 
th Jacobite in England are en rally the only people who approve of their proceed·· 
ings and applaud their measur s; and it is observable, that at Paris and t Germans, 
tIlt! genteel compliment of a health in all English company is, a la lInte MOll ieul' 
Jack How; the truth of vhich there are not a few very good gentlemen in .town can 
aUe t, froID wh nc;:e I think I may draw this observation, that eitber he is 'a Jaco­
bite, or the Jacobites are a very good-natured people. 

:Noscitur cor socio qui lIon diglloscitur e.f' se. 

The following sheets contain an exact history of the Kentish petition, and of tb 
treatment the gentlemen who presented it met with, both froID the Hou e, the ser· 
jeant, and at last fro t eir cou.n ry. 

The best way to come to a conclusion, whether the gentlemen petitioners were well 
Of ill used, is to reoview the matter of fact; all panegyrjcks and encomiums come short 
of the natur:al reflections which !low from a true account of that pJ10ce ding', aud the 
whole is collect d in this form, and all the world may judge by a true light, and Dot 
to be imposed upon by partial and imperfect relations. 

n t e 29th of April, 1701, the quarter-sessions for the county of Kent began at 
Maidstone, where Willia Colepepper, of HoUingbouro, Esq. was chosen chairman, 
tbougl he was th n absent, and with an unusual resp ct the bench of justice proceed. 
eel to do bu friess, and kept the chair for him for several hours, till he came. 

The people of the county of Kent, as well as in mo t parts of the kingdom, had ex­
pres ed great di sati faction at the slow proceedings of the parliament; and that the 
king was not assisted, nor the protestants abroad considered; and the country people 
begah to say to one another in their language, "That they had sowed their corn, and 
th F .. ,nch were a-coroin to reap it:" And from hence it is allowed to proceed, that 
cl rin the iHing of the e sion, s veral of the principal freeholders of the county ap­
plied them elves to the chairman aforesaid, and told him, it was their de ire that the 
benc would consider of making some application to the parliament, to acquaint them 
of the apprehen . ons of the people. 
l Th diairman 1'eplled, "It was the proper work of the grand jury to 'Pre ent the 
grievance of the country, and therefore he referred them to the said grand jury wbo 
we then sitting," 

h~ grand jury b il1g app1i d to, acc(:pted the proposal, and addressing to the .said 
Mr Colet ~pJ>erj the cllairmau, acquainted him that they had approved of such a mo· 
,ion made a before, and de$ired that the bench would join with them; the chairma 
told ,them he ould acquaint the justice of it, which he did, and they jmmediately 
approved of it al 0, and desired the said William Colepepper, E q. t ir chail'm n, to 
draw ~_petition. 

lr Colepepper withdrew to coDlpose it, and having drawn a petition, it was read an~ 
aPF.ov~. nd immediately ordered to be ,carried to the gra d jury, b iog twenty.on 
in n.tltJib&, bo all unaniulously igned i , ~nd b 'olltrht jt iotocourt, de jring all t 
gentlemen on tbe bench would do the same i whereppon the chairman and three-at;ld 

R 
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twenty of tbejustices signed it, and the freeholders of the ,county crowded iu so fa t. 
that the parchment was filled up in less than five hours time; and many thousandjl of 
hands might have been had to it, if the justices had not declined it, refusing to add ~ny 
more rolls of parehment, as insisting more upon the merits of the petition, than the 
n\lmberof subscribers. By all which, it appears, how foolish and groundless their pre­
tences are, who would sug?,est, that the petition was a private thing transacted by a few 
people.; whereas 'tis plain twas the act and deed of the whole ('ountry. 

As soon as the petition was signed, and there was no more room for any hands, it 
was delivered by the grand jury to the aforesaid William Colepepper, Esq. chairman 
oftlle session, and he was desired to present it in their names to the parliament, which 
at their request he promised to do, and the rest of the gentlemen, viz. Thomas Cole­
pepper, Esq. Justinian Champneys, Esq. David Pollhill, Esq. and William Hamilton, 
l~sq. offered them elves to go with him. I 

On Tuesday the 6th of May, they came to town with the petition, and the next 
day they went up to the house, and applied themselves to Sir Thomas Hales, in order 
to desire him to present it to the house; he being one of the representatives of the 
county of Kent: Sir Thomas read the petition, and telling them it was too late to 

• Of these gentlemen. Noble gives the following account :-" Justinian Champneys, Esq. was of an ancient 
family, originally of Someraetshire, but for many centuries resident in Kent. One of his ance tors was ir Joh~ 
Chamneis, lord mayo\' of London, in the reign or Henry VHf. whence he returned to Hall-place, in Bexley. 
From Justinian, the youngest nnu only survivor of seven sons. this gentleman was des(''ended, whose seat was 
at l3oxley, baving removed from Bedey; but purchasing the manor of Westellhanger in tanford, Kent, be 
tPok down the ancient house, and built another upon its scite. hut much smaller, where he died at au advanced 
~go, in 1748, leaving three sons; Justinian, who died abroad in 1754, s. p.; William, who was. of Vintners in 
Boxley. and many yearR one of t he commissioners of rennoe in Ireland; and Henry, arso ofVinlllers, who died 
in 1781, unmarried; so that all the property came to the two daughteu and coheirs of William. Frances. one of 
th m. is unmarried; Harriet. lly John Burt, Esq. left several children. 

I< Sir Thomas Culpeper of Preston-hall, in Aylesford, Knt. was descended from a family who boasted a long 
list of knights, two creations.pf baron ts, and one branch wns ennobled. He had uo is ue by his lady, who 
died in IG91 . He survived till 1723, and was buried by h r side, in Aylesford church. There is nothing par­
ticularly worthy notjce respecting him, but that he served the office of sheriff for Kent in 17040, and reprt-Sent. 
fld th town of Maidstone in parlian~ent in 1705, 17 08, 17 10, and 17 14<. Alicia, his sister, became his heir. 
who was four time married, but had no children. This lady settled Preston-hall and her other estates opon the 
family of her fourth husband, John Milner, M . D. 

,. William Culpeper, Esq. II branch of Sir Thomas Culpeper's famil y, was of Hollingbourne in Kent, where 
he died, and was buried ill 1720. He left. by Elizabeth hiS wife, three sons and three daughters. It is re. ' 
Jl1arkable, that of the numerous branches of these Colepepers, or Culpepers, in Kent nud Sussex, not all iudivi .. 
4ualllow remains in either country . 

.. James Hamilton, Esq. youngest 80n of James Hamilton who accompanied Charles If. in his exile, and be­
cam greatly and de ervedly valued by that monarch. He was a gent leman of the bed-chamber, and a colo.oe:lj 

and died June the 6th, 1673, after hay ing had one of hill \ep;s shot otT in a naval engagement with tne Dutch. 
wheh ,ervIng 8S a voluntecr. Me Hamilton married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of John Culpeper, Lord Cul­
peper, which accounts for this his SOil J ames having settled in Kent, whose mother died in 170i), and left bim 
by her wi\! her seat of Cllilslon, amI the manor of Lenham, with other estates in Ken~ :By argaret, daugb­
t r of Sir TtlOmasCull'eper ofHolliogboroe, he left several children. The eldest son was John I atniltoll, Esq. 
of ChilstOll, 8heriff of Kent in 17 19. J nlues, the eldest brot.her of tbe petiL~oller, became tile sixth End of Ab (­
f;Ofn. 

<, David Pol hill. E q. of Chepstcd in Kent, was eldest son of Thomas PolliiIl. E'q, and Elizabeth, dau~~tel' 
of H nry Ireton, lord. deputy of Ireland. by tb daughter of Oliver CI'omwell. lord protector. r Polhih wa~ 
~ember of padiaQ1ent tor the cit)' of Rochestt:r froll;l 1'127 to 1754<, aud keeper of the record of the Tower. He 
died Jao. 15, l754, aged so, aud \Vas buried with his ancestors. The epitaph on his monument. in Alford church 

erts, that < he was ever active anti steady in promoting the true interests of hi soV'ereign, and defending tha 
just liberties of t.1I subject, both civil aod religious; with which laudable view he gen TO\] Iy hazarded his o\Vn 
ufety by being one of the Kllntish petitioners in the reign of iog William. His humaniLY to his dependau~, 
genero ity to his relations, tenderness and afiection to his falluly, steadiness and sincerity to t\i frien merit d 
.?'lfd gained him 8 very generul approbation and e te m.' He bad no i ue by hi. two nrst \ fve ; Elizabeth. 
daughter of Thomas Trevor, of' 01 y nd ussex, Esq.; and Gertrude, sister of the Duke of eIVcastW; but seve­
ral ohildren by his third, Elizabeth, daughter of JObll Borr I of horeham {n Kent, Esq. prothonotary ofilio 

o Common Pleas. Charles PolhilJ, Esq. of Cheps~od. his elde8t 00, lately died, thl\t pl fA."... 081. 
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