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P REF CEo 

AT the r('que t of tIle pirited Publi hel'S, I have under

talc n to protlue thi ace nnt of tho TotIa~, tog tbel' with a 

Geogmpltiral M IllOrr f ilio Noilgherrics by ilio lat (Cop

tain) Colonel Ouch~rlony, 0 All to place within tho reach 

of the general publir, much inwrc ting information of thiN 

favorite locality. Thill no ouut WlI!! originally mitten in the 

form of a Report, and ubmitted to Government-and I believe 

ilie . mo wa the cas ",iUI Colonel Ouehtorlony' MemoIr. 

A s the euiting of ilio WOl'k was 10ft to me, I iliought it boat 

1I0t to interC(·1'o with tll text of ilio talented and much 

regr fled Cofonel's Memoir • 

• iuce the :Mcmoir WWI written, Ulany and variod improvemCI~tII 

havo been efrected 011 tho ciJgherrics. omo of thelle aro 

alluded to in the form of foot-notes. The Meteorological aud 

other laLit'S aro omitted as boiog of little interest to tho 

general reader, and with thlll trifling exception, tho Memou' j" . , 

given in all its integrity. 

I am certain iliat this W OI'k will be read with much intereet, 

and be the meane of aUractiog grc .. ~ attention to this plateau, 

80 full of interest and health-giving vigor not only to the Inva

lid, properly I!O termed, but to all .ettlen and visitors, u well 

/WI to _vanta in general-for the Memoir ia full or iQrormatioa 

in aU that relatol w jta soil, climate, D&tural hiltoly and pro

dllcu.& 



iv PIlEPACE. • 

Ia C01IjuDetion with my accoaut of the tribee. iohabitiJIg fh.ia 

• plateau, the Melloir may now be eaid fA) be complete-es it 

givOll a more full and detailed account of the lleTeral Hill tribee. 

found located on the NeUghcrriee. I have aIao endeavoured 

with the meaDS at my command fA) solve some questions COD

noct.ed with tho most interesting of those tribes, the Todas, who 

from their peculiarity of habit&, costume, &eo, have ever proved 

a point of ttraction fA) European Tisitors ; but how far I havo 

succeeded in elucidating some of the more knotty pointlt COD

nected with the remote hi tory of thel56 singular people, I mOlt 

lCllYC tv tho geueral readet' to detcrmiDe-and for the fll'St time, 

o.ctuai measurement and comparison with other tribes bavo 

been brought to ~ 011 the subject-not only u regarda their 

physical proportions, but also with reference to their habitB and 

customs. 

THE AUTHOR. 

MADRAS, J,dy 1868. 



I TRODUarION. 

b eoDeetiog and arranging aU the Mormation I haTe bare p~t 
together regarding these interesting tribes, it is quito poeaible daat 

lOme erron and many omis ions may have occurred, nlthough avery 

care WIUl takon to avoid IlUch, and nono but the most reliable infor. 

mation bas bOOn inserted. It may not perhaps be out of place to 

mention here tbe mede in which mo f. of this matter was collocted. 

I was on the N ilgherrie during two !Casons and accompanied 

by a staff of VaccinatofS. I visited tho gr ater part, if not all, of 

the munds, mottas, or hamlets of th several tribe, and took advan. 

tage of the opportunity of quietly eliciting all the information I 

could by personal and frequent intercourse with the members of 

each tribe. Going about theil' hamlets and entering their very 

habitations almost daily, as I did, with the ostensibly kind object 

of treating their sick, and conferring on the unprotected the hood 

of vaccination, I found no difficulty in winning thoir en tiro cou1l· 

dence, nor did they suspect I was an information-hunter, and thul 

I obtained full and unreaefJVed jnformation upon every point thai 

occurred to me to inquire about. I always took caro to select If 

my inf~tII the shrewdest and most intolligeDt of eaeh hamlet. 

The Todu, ... clue, are much spoiled, 80 much 10 that nobody 

nowaday. can go &0 see them without paying. dotU:elll', which, if 

not graiuiCoaalY. oft'ered. is aure to be uked for and expected ... 

ripi; DOl' are they 10 UDIOphiaucaWd and 1JDI'8flerVed ill ibeir 

CoUoqo1al eircmDltancea with at.nmgen .. theJ were Ai ODe time, 

an41 for which &bey were NIDU'kable. 



IN'I'8OJ)UC'I'IO • 

hedIer the .iewI I haye here yntuTed w put fOl"Ml'\t, and the 

-.lytiea1 ~ aDd analogy uPon which they arc based, have 

been made IlUftleiently clear aDd COIltistent as to lead others to adopt 

the eame opinion as mYBClf rding the remote biatory and origin 

of these intcrc tiug ahoriginal u'ibee, I m!18t leave, ."" judiee, for 

the impartial judgmcnt of the p,ubl!c to decide. 

I have been over two Ilnu a half yCllr collecting information of 

these Hill Tribe, and I hay taken advantAge of the opportuuitie 

afforded by my appoiutm nt of eeking information in every di tric~ 

in thi PrCl'idency, over al.! of'which I hovo been, and havo in moat 

dilltriet COUI'ult d both Europr n and ~/lthc lUI to bow far tbe 

peculim' social habit of POIYIlDlU-Y, prncli~d among the TOIInlt, 

preloil onlong other tribe in Indin. I have 01 0 con~ultcd \\ ith 

BOm of' tll mol' learned Pundit anel othcl' n th uLjcct, and 

all th l'c1iabl information t.husobmin u I hav brought t.c 1car on 

tho qu ation. 

Tho "lIrioU8 W ight.~ and mOIl uremen were mnde by myself, 

lIS corrcct lUI it WII pos~ibJc to effect. Tho difficulty and trouLlo 

in complctiug illC, m ruinr ments Will! 0 great Ill! to form the chief 

caull in th dclny f fini hing this poper ; for it W'IIS no easy mat

tN', notwitll tnndiug th fl' 0 U u of moury iu tile !-hope of fcc , to 

got ili m 11 to submit, much morc tho women. I am indebted to 

numcrou fl'i nd fbr much help ou ilict'e occasion ; tllcy are too 

numel'OUS to naDlll here. I made it a point to seck a i tancc 

whCI'Ovel' precurable at the tim. From the Table in the remarki!, 

it will be seen that 1 h8'-O taken the weights and meaeuremenUi of 

a large number of tribes in l'arious parts of India, whilst othertl are 

till incomplete. As a rule, I do Dot trike an average until I 

ba e Qb\ained the mtu~ of 25 individuals of e.ch Uibe. 



I lIa ~ 0 cOWIulteJ every work I could lay my band on hich 

·tthcr t ted on 11m Tri r on cognat ubj t 

Ual'ku . 'd eriptiou of n ' iUguinl' abod 'ina! rae inhabiting tho 

. ummit of thc ~ ilghcrry Hilt;;"" 0 Autiquitic of tho iI

"gb I'ry Jlilu., iucluJillg no iuquiry iuto th dc, c nt of 111 Than

h tnwlU' or Too by Cnptnin II, Oil ,'\,YC;:' :Maura Journnlof 

Litcratul'\' nnd, icu('c" .. ·0, 32, .Tnnual'Y to Jun 1 4i. pngo 77 ; 

U I'll Tribe illilabitiug tho T i1~h fl'i "llY a G rrnnu Ii~~ioJl[u'y;" 

.. 00. and til llIu ){ollut!lill, by Richnrtl ,F, Hurl n, B mbny 

Army j" Cnptnin QueLl dony' TO}lfl"mphi al R('p It of tho Nril

'11 rri~ , l\[uur: JourutU fLit mturo ami ' icuce;" Rmoult's 

Edition of Dnki ' eilgherl'i ;" tho File of the J';eilglicrrv 

Excel jor New papel' ;' rernorauda of Tolla population by tho· 

Uc'Vcr oJ Mr. I U of Kaity ;"" ald '011' CornpnratiYo Dr/wi

dinn rammar;" II Major uoniughum'& Bil!!u 1'01> 8 i" " Dl'. 

Dldfour's • coud ' upplcmcnt to tho Cyc1oprodin;" " Abbe I. A. 

Duboi ' J, cription of tho chru.'nct r, mlUmOl'lI, nut! u tOD)1\ of tho 

I plo of India;" ., view of th IIi tory, Lit 'l'I\tUl'l', (IUd Roligion 

f the .lIiodoo. , hy ll! R v rend W. Wartl," &c., & . 

Tho ., Pnul Drocns' "tnlJle ulluu J to in this pnper Ilro colol"od 

plnte ' of the eye nod in, giving theil' differcDt /l1l/luo!!, IIDII 

numbered, the form '1' from 1 to 20, nnt! tho lAtter frOIn 21 to 51. 

A refcl'cnc to thcllO pintc according t til. pal'Hculnl' GUmbel' 

give at once the color of th • OJ and kin. 

In conclusion, my thanks are due to ill Reverend 'Y. TAylol' 

to wll m I submitted tho manuscript coutaining thnt portion of thu 

}'cnw'kz; on the Todas in PAl't H, aud Willi glad to find thaL llIia 

genticDlIW entirely concurred willi mc in the viewlJ cxprcljl!Cl!, It 



viii 1. 'TBODC<;TlO.', 

iI; but right that I bould hero tate that inee Mr, Taylor had seen 

the manuscript, I have addcd IlOveraJ nil w thO pltrt. 

Part Dr on the Cail' Ilnd Cromlechs w also ul"mitt:cd for 

Mr. Tfl)'lor's opiuiol1, an w 0 good to make a trifling 

cOl"r ction to that. portion wbich r 'latcs t.o hi own trnmJlltioD, and 

a the mallu cl'ipt was rcturn d without fl note, I conclude that Mr, 

Tayl01' agrccs in my "iew8 hel' ru o. 

My thanks arc also due to P. Gr nt, E q., lhe ollccter ofCoim· 

bat.oro, for th stl' ngth of tho populatiou, anu olller information 

J' gaJ't1ine ill". Hill Tribe ; iwd, lastly, 1 run greatly indebw!1 to 

my Assistant, MI'. ub· U1' Jl William Kearney, who 

bad l' sidod oroo timo at Wellington, nud had 01. en'cd 3 good 

deal of tbe tribe, He ''I'll thus ablo to give me infol1natioJ! on 

.evel'lll pointe. 
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A ACCOU T 

01' TIIll 

TRIBE INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES • 

.. THII TUDY or N~N J MA JUlin," 

De criptio,. oj tA, N,ilgherritl,-In Southern India, .tretcbiDB 
between itl· and 77° of'.Eut Longitude, IUId 11° and 12° of N ort.h Lad. 
tude, the • ~ cilgherri 8, or, Il they arc more literally called, the .. Blue 
fountain "-from Neil, bIlle, and Olltrry, a hill-compritIC two diatinc' 

range of hill., \\hich traverBC the di triet of Coinlbatorc eomewhat in 
the tbrm of a hor • hoe, and blend at one extremity with the Weltera 
Gbaut. One of th raDgc it callcd the" ilghc."J'ics Proper," and 
th olh r the •. Kooodahs." Th hiU 00 their northern aspect, slope 
otr rapidly into a declivity, which terminates in the broad !lud elevated 
pIll u of the Wynaad and the lyeore country, a fine aDd commandiDg 
i ,~ of which is obtained from some of the higher elevations, Tradition 
till Pain to one of the h ighll II having betn I1BCd II a watch tower, 

to I(IUl the movemenll and operations of the European foe, during ow 
wan with I1ydcr Ally Ilnd Tippoo Sultan. On the Malabar 'dc, the 
Neilgherriell approaell the lICa caut to within a dietance of 40 milee j 

while on the east they arc 230 mile. from the opposite a .bore. 

Taken togetber, tuellC two ranges embrace a geographical area extend
ing over 20 ,494 aquare miles, and their IUmmit it greatly diverai1ied 
by peak and valley, plateau and undulation, in alternateeucceeeioo. The 
peaks vary in altitnde j the higner of them ranging from 6,000 to 8,000 

. feet above the level of the .ea. Dodabetta, which it the higbcet peak in 
Southern India, attains to an elevation of 8,760 feet above the lea, and 
1,344 feet above Ootacamund, which is situate in a bow} or buin thelt«· 
ed lJ1 a IIIUTOUIlding range of low hilllI, Until recently, an Oblervatory 

maintained 00 the numnit of Dodabetta, awl meteorological oblerva· 
tiona were rqularly rq1lterecL 



% TRlBE.~ INllAllITINQ THE NELLOHEnums. 

Climate of the Ililll.-TheJJe hill ranges, from tbeir natural altitude 
and goographico.l po ition, are lIUbject to the influence of botb mansoon ; 
and arc noted for poMC8I!ing a £.limate, which, for mildly invigorating 
properties and equable I!C8iOnal <.hanget throughout the year, it perbapt 
unrivalled lIlIywbere withi n Ie Tropics. l<'rom the observa.tioll8 of 25 
months, the annual mClln perature enjoyed on the summit of the 
Neilgberriee ba been fixed at 5S0 6 " a mean tbt is seldom experienced 
00 nny otoer mountain range in India.· 

Natural Productiol'll.-The Np.i1gherries arc al80 remarkable for th 
wealth lind profwrion of tbeir natural productions. The Ilide and lopes 
oftbese hill are clad with vegetation, which occurs in irregular patch 
and presents in natural order and dCIICription an ever changing va.riflty 
at different elevations. Starting from below, tbe bll8C is overgrown IUld 
concealed by tall grn SCS, among which the graceful bamboo is ever can
Gl>icuouo, nen in order, large and lofty forest trees, lueh lUI the ul 
(Shorea robu,rta) , Kino (PterocarplU 1f.far'llpium), Jade ( A,.tocarplu 

integrifolia), Dlackwood (Dalb~"Gia latifolia), Teak (TectonaGrandi'h 
and other. yielding valuable timber appear; then follow grcllt beltlof 
low jungle or ,hola" in which the Tiger, Chcet.&b, Hear, Wild Bog and 
other bOIl~t8 of prey find a covert retreat, while alnong the forest trees, 
the "WiLd Elepha.r.t rOllIns in lordly majesty. Higher still, fems in endl 
variety are met with, lI.lI80cittted ""ith the Colfee plant, and further on with 
the Tea plant, both of which are cultivated Oil all extensive scaJe, aud 
prorni8C to yield a harvest fr"m which nwucrouB European ttlers hope 
to realize WCrutll nt no distant period. On the summits of the8C hills, the 
Australian tree-a handsome species of Acacia (Acacia lopho.rtla, Acacia 
robtuta)the Blue gwn (Eucalgptu& taligna), the Poppy, the Nci1gherry net.
tle, (Gi,.ardina Luchenaulli), the Bcrbcrry (Berberis mMoflia) and other 
vtluable fibre and dye-yielding plants are either indigenous, or have 
become naturlllized to the soil; and of late years tbe in,"aluable Chin
choun has <lcen imported, and its cultivability is now an cstabli bed iact, 
/iii it thrivec with vigor and bids fair to ,-ie with the species produced on 
tIle Alld its mother soil. The Hop al80 has been culti\'ated on a small 
,scale and with great success; and I believe beer of a good and wholesome 
kind is lUllnufl\ctured from it. There arc also vast varieties of indigen
ous as w 11 as ~otic floral plant/!> fruits and vegetables, which for beauty 
and perfectioll lite scarcely surpassed by those of more genial latitudes: 
Among fruits, the Grape, Plum, Apple, Peach, l'ear and Orange are 
obtaillcd of II. racy kind an.d fla\'or; hilethe Strawberry, Raspberry. 



TRIBES INlIADlTINO THE NElLOR"&lUUES. B 

roul Wild GOO! berry (R!t(}(lo'Myrtu tQfflt/ll().ta)-the lattcT a myrtace. 
ous pitUlt-grow !u,Xutillntly in all 1lam. f vl!gl1tabl i!, tb rot.lOI 
P Turnip, Cabbage, CRuliOowCl', Dootroot, Celery .. n(1 Fanmip are 
prodllced of 1\ Tery u:perior dcscrililiou, withOtlt lUuch care or bbo!. 
Wbeat. Darley, Millet and It varit'ty of pulses are cultivated. Rice grow., 
but dOCll not thrive in the vallcY8. 

Ewropeull. anitaria or I,walid Station«.-No !!ooner wet these lIilIs 
oi OYercd, and tbeir eminent and other climatic advaxllages known, than 
Europca.nl! begau to e lablish rotana on the more extensive flMs, which 
at first were chie6.y resorted to by invalids; bulBt the pre8U1lt tiJno they 
fonn tatiolls, whose population, izc, lind im1>ortallce are almost daily 
incr ·ng. There are at present five Sanitaria or Invalid StationJl in 
existence, namely, Ootacrunuod, whlch is by flU' the largest and most fro
quented, Coonoor, Wellington-the Military Oonvalescent Depet-Kota
gherry and Dimhutty. 

Dall of di«covtry "11 European&.--It would appear that these lIllIe 
were lir9t ell~ed by Europeans in 1814, when, it is said, It Mr. Keye, It 

ub-Aesistant Engi.neer, and Mr. McMahon, an Apprentice of tlle Sur
vey Department, penetrated into the remotest PlIJ'ts of tho plateau, and 
ake:tcbed porlioll8 of it, which wero Ir.lbmittcd to dIe Mndrllll Government 
accompanied by 0. report of their discovery.'" Others, however, ascribe 
their discovery to Messrs. Whish Bud Kiodcreley, of the Mallrll8 Civil 
Service, who, iHs reported, came upon tbem by accident in 1819 wbile 
in pursuit of a gang of tobacco smugglers; but,. whoever may have been 
the first discoverers, it Is not kTJown that Europeans made any attempt 
to settle on tbellC Rill!l uutil the year 1820, when John 8nUlvnn, Esquire, 
the then Collcetol' of Ooimbatore, was induced to visit them at the solici
tations oithe Hill tribes, And to this gentleman is due the credit of having 
built the first house, whieh, it may be said, formed the nucleus of the 
large station of Ootacllmund, now the most salubrious Hill Sanitarium iu 
Southern India. t 

To Mr. Sullivan is likewise due the credit of baving first directed tIle 
attention of Government to tbe tltne88 of the locality "here O~taC4mund 
110'11' stands for the establishment of a Wlitarium. 

Local namel of the RiZl Divi.tiolU.-Amongst the Hill tribee, the entire 
plateau is divided into the following {our Nand8 :-(1) Paranganaad, or 

• Vide the Ntilghmiu. by R. Bakle, Esq., M. D., edltec1 by W.U. Smoult, 1861, 
,agent 
t Vide Bali~. Nrilglurriu, edited by W. n. Smol1lt, page G. 
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Porkhorr aa it WII formerly caUed ; (2) May\anaad, or Khorrorr; (:I) 
Koondan&ad, or Mheur; (4) l.'udanaad or Mu.v.orr. 

General dc,cription 0/ the Tribel.-There a.re five distinct tribes 
found inbbiting these Hilla, viz:-(J) Todawars or Torawu1"8, who are 
reputed to be the aborigines, and, it is said, were once clad in leave and 
roamed II free and unrestrained IordB of the IOU, leading a pasterol noma
dic life ; (2) Badagas, who, by aU account!, made their appearance on the 
Hills at a later period, and occupied the lower elevations (this tribe 
engage tbemselva chiefly in the tillage and cultivation of the soil); (3) 
Ketal's; (4) Kurumbui (/j) Irnlas. These three latter tribe are a clUll 
of serfs, and each of them is Bub.divided into minor sec 01' ca.atcs, which 
in ethnological features, as well a. from other pointe of view, dift'er some
what from one Mother. 

Toda Tribe.-Todawars or Torawurs-the literal Dante given to herda
men in the T&'llul language-are the principal tribe, and nrc believed to 
be the origi.nal inhabitants, 8.9 well as the territorial sovereigns of these 
mu tracts. Not only do the Todars themseh'es claim drill priority (If 
existence and posscS8ion ; but the right is conceded to them by the other 
Hill tribes, who, in recognition of it, always paid a tribute to their Todlt 
lords, consisting of one·sixth of the produce in kind; but, under the 
British Government, this practice ie being gradua.lly discontinued. 

Intermtio1l4 oj the Toda Tribe.-The Toda or Thoddur tribe contlists 
of five distinct intersections or Bub· divisions, namely, (1) P iky; (2) 
Pekltan i (3) Kuttan j (4) Kenna i and (5) Tody. Like the Uilldoo of 
tbe plains, tb'ese several sects do not intermarry with ClIch other, and 
their ceremonies, social habits, and customs differ in several minor point i 

but, unlike the Hindoos, they have no ( trictly 80 called) caste institution, 
for they freely fraternae and ent with each other. 

ETIINOLOOT.-Toda Tribll.-In physique, tbe Toone are by rar the 
most prepossessing a tribe, and it is tbis slll>eriority in personal appear
ance, in conjunction witb their singular costume, peculiar mode of wear· 
ing their hair, their bold and self.p~ deportment, and unique 
ociallln4 domCEtic iustitutious, that bave at all tima attracted for them 

the greatest share of attention and interest from Europeans. In com· 
plexion, the Tod are of a dull copper hue,. not deeper or darker in color 
than most of the inhabitant of the plain& ; but they arc da.rker than the 
Badagas and many of the Kotara, a few of whom are met with fairer even 
than the Dadagll.8. The Kurumbas and Irulas are not only darker than 
the 'l'odas, but atrikingly 80 to the eye. The Todas are tall in stature, 

• Agrtefllg in thllll't.ptCt witb !'anI B1'OCI\.I' Table .• No.!S. 
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well-proportioned, din fc tu partueof tbeCaueaaian type :-HHd, 
slightly el ngated like tho Rilldoos; IOTthtad., rather IUI.rro" ami 
receding. measurill 2t inehe from the root of tll no to tbe gwwth 
of hair and scnlp; tytbrolC, thick and approaching el\Cll other; #'!I(I, 
moderately large, well formed, expr ive, and oftcn intclligcnt-iridt$, 
varying in color from huel to brown·; IIOIt, \ong.la.rge, and well-formed, 
generally aquiline-in some slightly rounded, arched, or wbat i. t nncd 
roman. in others cogitati\,e- me Iring from root to tip 2. illohe and 
bight from ba of allll to ridge I. inch • brca(lth of 11100 from side to 
side 1 t incb ; upper lip, uarrow; lO1,rwr lip, thick or fuU- ruul face 
co\'crcd with a close hick mou tache, whisk n.nd bcard, all of which 
are worn full; eare, of mOl!erat size, and lying c10 to tIlE: kuU; Irtfh, 
white, clem and regular; head Well covered with bla~k hllir, of moderato 
linen ,and \Voro in a peculiar fMllion, combed smoothly arouml from 
the crown, IUld cropped neely in Une with Ole eycbrow, and covering 
the bead very much like a natural a1cuU-eap; body of tbe male, hiTftute, 
especially ou back and chest; figure and coli/our of perMm, generally 
attractive, aud ClUTiage graceful. Of twenty-five men, 1 fonnu thc 
a"crage weight IIml mcasurem nt as fol\ow :-Wcigllt, 121'40 lbs.; 
height 63'30 i:.lchc j circumfercnce of hea(l, .0'81 iuclle ; ueck, 12' 1 
inch ; chest, 32'22 inches; afm~, 1)'36 inches; thighs, 16'04 inches; 
length of arm from acromion procc to tip offingefs, 32 inche ; length 
of hand, 7'50 inches-breadth, 3'50 ioch 8: lower cxtremitic8, well I)ro. 
portioned with maderat calves; fc t, well formed and arched; length of 
foot, 11'60 inche_width of aole, 4 incbes. 

Pnnale. oj the To(la 71rib,.-The \Vomen of thi tribe arc g nenlly 
tall amI stalwart i good-looking both in features and persou, with a 
ftlUooth, clear and delicate kin; fr h and rather fair in complexion. 
They have more of an aquiline no than the mcn, whicb, howevor, docs 
not dimini h from the strong feminine cast of their fcatllfe8, The hair 
i8 of a lighter color than in the mal , parted in the centre, and carefully 
combed around and thrown behind the ears, and I n hanging frec over 
the shoulders and back, in a InA s of ftowing cml in some, !lnd in otber!!, 
wavy. I have not seen any of' the women with very long hair. In 
thOlle I met, it didnot exceed It or 2 feet iu length, n.nd wa of moderate 
finen . The females, like the males, are If-poMC8Sed in a great degree, 
and readily enter into convcrsation with 8trnngcn, be they wbite or 
black. It b .. been averred tbat the Toda females, AI a cl.us, are Itrik. 
ingly bandeome lind comely in featllrea; but although mADy of them 

• The ~orit1 be1!IC illtermwlat. with NO', 1 and Z 01 Palll Brocu' Tablet . 
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certainly poIICSI charmJ in penon of "roblUt cbaracrer, I cannot '1 
that I met with even one with a handlome or pretty face, much It'Sa any 
with fcaturC!l approaching in periection or beauty to a classical model. 

From an avcrllge of 25, the following weigbt and rncasnrcmcn were 
obtllincd :-Ilcigbt, 60'26 inches; weight, ) 10'80 Ib!.; circumference of 
head, 20'S inches; neck, 11 ' 1) in.c1)e~; arm, A'OO inche ; cbest, 30'11 
inchCll ; thighs, 14 '6 tncheR ; length of urn, 27 inches; length of band, 
6'76 inches-breadth, 3 inches; forebead from root of nOlle to growth of 

hair on sclllp, 2 inches. 

The womell arc tattooed about the arms, chest, and legs in the follow
ing manner :-'l'bree semicircles of dots on tbe outer lIide of eaeh arm, 
each semicircle containing nme points; a double row of dots acro the 
upper part of the chest, abont an inch below clavicle, caeb row consirt
ing of 36 point abont fth of an inch apart, the rOW8 them Iv being 
one inrh ili an' fruUl ellch other-tbOtle on the arms hll\"c an interve.l
ing .pace of 2 inches; two rows containing 8 or 9 point!! each on tbe 
should ra, commencing in front where the line. on the ehea't tcnninlow, 
and elttendiog backwards to a point on a le\'el with the superior cmi
eh'cle 011 the Ilrm ; a solitary dot in the centre of the chin; two circular 
lUles of dotll on cach leg, the upper circle containing 2$, and tbe lo\vcr 
only 20 dots; and a row acro!18 the dor8um of each foot, numbering from 
9 to 11 points. 'rhe rermiua\ point of eaeh row i marked by a ring, the 
interlinear points being simple dots freq\lently tIIlring the form of squal'CL 

Oostume,--Among the Todnwar tribe, the co tUllle of both ma.le and 
feml\le is peculillr, and merits description. In the male, it consi h of .. 
piece of cloth, called a lungooty, which is pa sed between the thighs, and 
fllstened at both ends to a piece of tring tied around the wai t, 80 as to 
conceal lhe organs of generation-a practice cOlJlmon to all elM of tbe 
Indian racel!, both on the plains and elsewhere. Dellidc8 'the lll.ngooty, 
the Todnwar tribe ,,"eAr 8 stout cotton mantlc or t.oga, which forms their 
only covering by day and night. This toga i thrown aero the right 
shoulder, o,'erlaps the left arm and trunk, and descends to the knee, thua 
forming a. most 8:mple and rather graceful attire. Unlikc the low country 
tribes, they car no turban or head-dress, and their feet are alwa.ys hare. 
It is the cl8S:!icnlly l'lcgant toga and Jlllturbaned head that erve to dis
tinguish the Toda tribe 80 much from the other and to render them to 

interesting to the European eye. The toga hAS latterly bel'll adopted, 
to .. eerta.iu extent, by the Badagas and Kotara, IlS an over-covering by 
day, and as .. ktl by night; and it i generally of woollen tenure 
amongst. them it 8CXVes also to {Irot.e<:t them from the inclemencies of the 

climate. 
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The toga ti now worn by the TOOas weight G-pound each, 

The TOOaW1l1' females are alllO clothed in the me simp~(l Iltylc. 'I'he 
toga or mantle i the only habiliment u$Cd to cone al their naltl.'ti ebanlli 
and it' so wrappcJ around them os to cover the entire penon from 
sbonlder to ankle. Some of them wear a piece of calico arolUld tho 
pelvj extending down to th knee!, in addition to and under, the toga. 

PU'()Hal .Habi/f.-Both male and females tIS n class ar vcry dirty and 
tllU1Y in their pIlfllOn and habits. They appear to lmve nn antipathy to 
bathing; Md, to make matters worse. they ha,re II prru:ticc of anointing 
their bodies with ghee (melted butter) which thoy rub on their arms, 
chest, and hE-ad i IIJld lIS this ,ub8t11ncc soon becomes rancid, the odonr 
on approaching them is anything but agrcellble. 

Orna:1ItIl'7lt8,-Tbe women of 1\11 the tribes mllnifl'~t 0. fondnesl! and 
partiality to wen.ring ornamcnts. Their car-rings fire mllde of brn.ss, 
Iilver, or iron, and consist of simplc cha!ICd rings 1rom 2 to 2* inchcs in 
diameter. Necklctte8, Iluulc of oowrie shells strung together, Dr small 
Hoked JJI tal chllius, tlrll alJlO worn, as well all mllWvc brllss IIrm.letll on 
the righ~ arm abovc tbe elbow, tbe skin undjlrneath being protccted by 
a b ud of woollcn cloth or lc!t.tber. Each of thClo armlcts weighs 0 
pc.undll. Dracelet'l, madc of silver or iroll, Me worn by IIOme on the fore
ann alx)"e tbe wrist joint. One or more copper rings fUlIgrcec1, and to 
wb-ich a number of cburm9 of various devices are attaellCcl, arc worn on 
the left arm above the elbow; and above the loft wrist joint there is 
usually a brncelct of beads. lleeide9 tbese, a llltlS@ive girdle or chain of 
bl'WlS or irOll cncirclcs the waist. N Ilcklaces of plaited hair or black 
thread, witb bundles of cowrie 8hells and otber charms Inlsponded, nre 
worn by many. Their children arc decked out with rows of bendll, 
silver or irfJU chain. placed around thc neck. The men also wear orna_ 
mentll-smalJ gold riug. in their elU'B, chains of silver around tbeir neck!!, 
rings on their fingers i and thosc well-to-do, silver wire: girdlc or waist 
chains. 

Social, Moral, and Dom~'tic IIabi/I.-In tbeir habits, thcllC Hill tribes 
art) as simple as can be. The 1'OOawars are entirely a pastaral race, nnd 
lead a peaceful tlanquillife. chietly employed in tending their cattle. They 
cllrry no weapou of oHence or defence for protection against enemies 
of' their own kina or wild beasts, except a. CQwllercl',I wund or !ltaff, 
which is made of jungle wood genera.))y, about 4. fect long with a large 
kno!> or bead ; Md on their shoulders they carry 0. IlJllall oe, the handle 
or which lies against the chest, and the blade rl.'5t8 on tlle eholilder. 
While tCllding their berds, this staff it ueed as a support to IClUl upon. 
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On festive occasions, all tbe tribes freely fraternize, And participate 
in tbe feasting, doncing, and display of animal 8pirita by whicb tbcee 
llOCial gatherings are usually tharaewrizcd. Old (cuds or dissensions 
thltt may bo.'Vt existed between clans or individuals are settled \'y mutual 
compromi e. and barlDonioUi feeling and friendship arc established 
between aU parties on these ooea.aiom. • 

Tohaeco-Jmoking is oommo.n among.t all the tribes, and many U5Il 

Opium. Of law yean, they have taken to drink Arr~k,· nod moat 
of their \\'OmeD have been debaucbed by Europeans, who, it is sa.a to 

observe, run-e introd.uced discues to which thete innocent tribes were lit 
one time perfect !¥trangers, and which, 118 they ha\'e no mean of cwing, 
i. Blowly, butno less surely, sapping their once hardy «tid vigorou con
ltitutiona. Thectiecta of intemperancc II.Dd diseue{lI,Yphilis) OOlnbinedly 
aTe becoming more and more apparent in. the shaken lind decrepit 
appearance which at the prc6CIlt day these tribcl senelally l)reacut. 

11 tber be one feature more fuM lUlotucr that lie: contributed to 
invellt thc 'I'odawar tribe with the great IIhare of interest, or rather 
curiosity, evinced towards them at all times by Europealls, it is t!leir 
pro,cti!.lc of polyandry, whicoh, &:II long as they hne been known, ba been 
maintained, aud is stiU perpetUlltcd, as a 80cial system among them. 
'l'be!r practice it! this.: aU brothers of one family. 00 they many or i w. 
live in mj~ed and incestuous co-habitation with one or mar wives. If 
there be four or five brothers, and one 01 them, being old enough, geta 
married, his wife claims all the otber brothers u.s her hun.baud and 
as they successively att.ain manhood, she consorts witb thenl; ,or if thll 
wife h&:ll one or mure younger sisters, they in turn, on attaining a lOUri· 

ngelluJe..ge, become the wives of their sister's husband or bu bands, aud 
thua in a lamily of $everal brothers. there may be, according to circum· 
..stano II, ouly au wife for them all, or ma.ny; but, one or marc, they all 
livl' l1nder one roof, and co-habit prornillcuou!ly, just Ill! fancy or tlulte 
inclincs. Owing, however, to the great llCareity of women in tllls tribe, 
it mOl'cfrcqucntly happen.s that a. single wOIDan is wife to several bus
bands, 80111ctimes as mallY &S six. "then anyone of the brothers or hua· 
band.s enters the hut, lie lea.\'es bis wand and mantle at the door, and 
this sign -of hiB prCllCllllC within preveuLs the iutrusion of tbe others. . A8 
1\ direct consequence of tl1is demoralir:ing aud re'\"'olu1\g practice, prostitu. 
tion is exec dingly conlllloll, while chastity is a rare virtue among Toda 

• I have 8t1Clll • Tooa. swallow a luge glll~ (claret) of raw brandy, gi"CII. 
him by • plAnter, with we greate" oue, and Ai. one draIaIht, II It it were • 
gla/ll of \V&Lel. 
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women: and the tl of marri e and coJtlallguinity are Im'rely nominal. 
In kecpin with thi pecuUar marriage IYstcm, they adopt a metbod of 
ilftiJiation aU their own: that i t.be first-born child i fathered upon tbe 
eld t brother, the n t born on the !lecond, and 10 on throughout tbe 

No with tandin thi unnatural ~ tern, tb Toda .. it mmt be 
• CAhibit much fondn and ILttachment toward a their ofti pring. 

more than tlleir practice of miJced jnt rtOul'fe '''ould m to fo tcr. 
fthis, I had nlll pportuniti of Ii ring my lfwhen c alluct· 

ing cdnatiem amon them: I bay frequ nUy n the 'l'oda mother 
on bearing the cri of bcr child, exhibit marked mat rnal fi ling and 
dist Tber i no doubt that, anterior to Ule !'cclamation of tbelle 
Bill and their occupanl.ll from tb ir ori 'nal state of rude barbarism, 
11 male infanticide w practiMd among t tbmt: but thi bateful erime, 
it i gratifying to record, bas long iDee become ntinct through the 
active operation of the Briti h Government. It is unknown now, exe pt 

a traditi nMY fact of the past, to the truth of which the tribe them. 
1,. bear the best testimony. The system adopted in dCltroying 

infants when the practice prcvailed ia beliel'Cd to be that of smothering 
tbe new-born child in a diah of buft'a.loe milk.· 

/1I/trM] Eco1lomy or lfot1eMtmt1lt (1/ their Communitiu or ocictilJ'.
Among them h'es a primitlve kind of palria.rchnl governm nt exists. 
All disputes and que tiona of right and wrong arc settled either by 
arbitration or by a Punehayel, i . e., a council of five, wbose decision 
on all matters j. considered absolute and binding. Tbil Iystem of 
adjudication of elm and other right. obtains in all parts of Southern 
India. 

Luwuagt.-Tbe language of thc tribe. on the Neilgherrie ia unmia
takably Tamil, although wbat i now spoken ill a mixed dialect, being a 
jar!on of Tamil and anarese. At first, it ie difficult to understand 
what they aay, owing to tbeir peculiar low muttering rapid utterance 
and guttural expression; but if close attention be given, and they are 
made to speak lowly, th ir language becomes intelligible to anyone 
con..-eraant witb both Canarese and Tamil. 

• The Todu. aa .. body, ban nel'U beell cOllneted oC helnoa. crime. oC 
'OJ' kind. The,. were once ilyen to tbe habit or abdl1cllng young women 
of their 0'l1'li c:laaI, but thlJ habit haa beel1 long glYen ap. III the event of 
aD elopemeat., there waa a grea~ deal of ellcltement (or the time, IUId tIM 
Cali ODe '11'&8 rtlher pleated than otbenriM as the llItemt dI.play.d In her 
~. The daIr paeralIy ImD1nated In a lol of 10ad talk &lid a flu&, aDd 
a d~ DoC til sa,. " word aboot Ii to tIM (SIrcar) authorltJ-. 

B 
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'I'heir jlronolUll and verba appear to have been derived from the 
Tamil. Their language it purely oral, and it devoid of any written 
character or .ym bol 

Occupation, Trude. and Emplognumu.--The IOle OCCUpiltiOQ of the 
Todawar tribe, 0.1 hu already been .tatcd, conm t. in tending their 
cattle, conducting. dairy operation., and building or repairing tbeir huta. 
l'bey are Indolent and a1otbful, a.nd lDAy be seen Bitting lifIriCIII &nd 
inactive for bou1'8 and houri together apparently nnconKioUl! of nery
thing around tbem, and seeking no companion hip whate\'er. 'rhe 
wives !U'c trea.ted by their bu band.8 with marked re~pect &nd attelltion, 
and, unlike mOlt of the Indian nCel and N .. t.ives of the cut gener&lly, 
are not regarded IS mere houJehold elavCII: they are left at bome to 
perform what European wivCII consider their legitimate ahare of duty, 
and do not even step out of doorN to fetch water or wood, wbicb, for 
domestic or other purposes, i. brought to them b, one of their bUlIbands. 
The Toda women employ their lei ure boura in cUlbroidery work, which 
they ellecute in II. clever off-hand ma.nner; othert runuse tbeDllClves in 
singing, of which all appear very fond.. 

Diel.-The diet of the Todawar tribe consists of milk, curds, ghee. 
and the different millet. n.nd cereals grown on tbese Hills. It it said 
tha.t formerly they lived exclusively on the milk of tbe buffaloe, with 
sucb. roots, berbs, and fruits as the forests produced; hut they no,,, malee 
UllC of rice, wheat, barJey and other grll.im. They al 0 eat the Ilesb 
of the sambre, deer, and some believe tbat they eat the flesh of the 
young buffaloe; but my inquiries did not satisfy me that SUQh Wal the 
c&8e. The rice is boiled in the usual way. The wheat lind other grain. 
lire either made into gruel or cakes and thus eaten. They also m Itt 
use of milk curd. and ghee-the lat.ter largely, either mixed \nth food 
or b, it tit. Sdt is only made use of occasionally with their food, per
haps one in three or four days. 

Marriage Rite, and W'eddi,wCe,.tmonitl.-Among the 'l'odaa;marriagea 
&re contracted in a style to which, for simplicity and the absence of 
ceremony, it i8 difficult to tind a parallel elsewhere. nlike the natives 
of the plainll, youth marriagoa are not in vogue amongst fhem; but, 
Jike more civilized people, the ' sexC8 mlU'ry only on attaining the age of 
ruberty. 'rhe b>irls on tbese Hill! attain puberty at from 13 to ) 6 ears 
of age, in which respect they do not differ from the low country racCli. 
No l'estri()tion in the m .. tt.er ot' personal choice and taste, is placed 011 

either ae.'l: belonging to the A.IIlC tribe; but intermllJ'riage with the 
other tribe, are not ~tted. The young folks do not at first eoll8Ult 
their parent' In the m&tter ; but carry ~n a eourtahip which iI ma.rked by 
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innocence than it etl tomt.ry with UI on elmilar 
the ,rink, if not ncourage-. bell."joar, 

" DllI.y in charity pro unce all bein more venial than 
'd rin their ml inten un phi tication. Wben the 
indiser rt of w in i a\' ,and tb ruetie pair are 

with en b otber, tit u c ul lin leads the blushing 
e It nd to her par nt~ fore whom tb y both pro trat 

Ii I th it om man and wife. P r-
girl is led by be\" paxenta 
-born h'mo.k so. r 

nllft ltion, oo\nng her b d at the le tim , and he tb n plac 
n the fore part 1If' bet 11 ad,. If the be mot brotber than 

on • they all do tbe 8lUDC in turn. Thi wbat would con ider ratber 
irreT r nt [Iroe .'()jng i8 with them to all intent! and purpo • quival nt 
ro be lemn and bindin .. I \\ ill" of our llll\rriRg eer mony. 'I'be 
pI iliff the foot on the bead i looked upon by them ., • wken of 

• t and nbmi ion, l\ud i u d on other oeca 'on be d marria e. 
'de i. now 1l!kcd to perfurm some trifting hon hold funetion

rha to cook a /Ileal or fetch lOUIe water-ber compliance with 'whicb 
con titute bl!r mi tre of th Dew dwclling,t At on time, tb bride 
wa tllkcll to til neare t wood accompllnied lJy the brid grooln and hi. 
brother ,,,110 in turn cOIISull'lmated til ml1rriag, aner \vhich a mw 
\\&8 prep red and partnken of by all before returning to their mund, 
'Where the girl continued to live with them in common, Fri nds are 
rca-t d on the d y of the lUl1rriage, Ilnd a dower or Pureeum i paid by 
the bridegroom to the po'!r nt of the bride, which varic in value Ilccord
ing ro the prosperity of the bridegroom on th occaeion, The dower 
u. Uy averag in value from 20 to liO Rupeea. and gcncnlly con . til 
r milch buflilloe nnd bou1K:hold chattels of various dCllcriptions. Thia 

marriage ti or contract thn consummated, and which ICIIJ'ccly can be 
called a ceremony or rite, is not regarded u binding ith r on tit hut
band or wife; for the hlUband may at will or caprice return hit wife to 
h r parent, while ahe in turn may deeert him And 1C1cct another whom 
he may prefer. • 

TO particular eer monica are perfonned when a woman bec.,mee 
encinrh; but., on the approach of labor, it uaed to be'the cu.tom at one 

• Thi. implia a token of .obin! .. l a. Amon, lIIndoot "when tbe dl,clple 
"ppro.cM bit muter, he prOitrate. bim If at bit feet, .ad the priNt plactl 
hi, foot on hit head."-Vid. Ward'. Ryl""" Lileratur. aM Rcligio1. of lle 
R' ,page", 

t A .!miJar CI1Itom preYnH among the N~"Ot!I. 
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time for a couple of the patient'. female friends to accompany her to the 
nearest wood, renderi}lg IlUch usitrtance as they could during her conJl.ne· 
ment. In the meantime, the BUpposecl father received intimatioo of the 
fact, and be prepared for the reception of tb motber and child .. tern· 
)x>rary hut in the vicinity to which he conducted tbem and tended to 
their want. for a.bov.~ a n.ontb, alUr which the mother with her child 
returned ro the mund and rcjoined her friellds j but the child w care
fully concealed from frcinds al well III strangers for IIOme three months. 
No medicine ill administered either to mother or child, and ber food con
.is", of the usual cooked graint-the mother nursing the il4by herself. 
The child is batbed oceamonally in warm water, When boro, the naval 
.~ing of tbe child is either cut with a blwlt knife, or broken by the 
bandij of the femalc fricnds. 

Funeral Rilt.f.-On I\. pcr80n dying, tbe corpse is laid out, dressed in 
n('W clothG, allJ decorated wltl, orUIlmcnt8 such a8 the deceased pot:JC a 
and placed in allier, "hich is also decked out with grcetl bough, twigs, 
And herbs, nnd it, is tim retained in stllte for several day. On ~he day 
fixed for the performance of the funeral rites, the bicr with tbe corp is 
conveyed on the shoulders of four men and followed by a train of m(\lIrn
ers, composed of the friend8 anti r elatives of the decea~ of both IleXCS 

and of &11 ages, tbe grenter portion of whom carry bundles of fAggots, or 
utensils containing gh e, milk, jnggery and gmin, IUld 'vho cbant in II. 
doleful wailing tone an improvised requiem, the chief burden of which iJ 
til good qualities of the defunct individual. On arriving at the pot 
where the 1llSt offices are to be performed, tbe proce ion halts, Bnd the 
bier is placed on the ground; tbe mourning relati ,"es and friends now form 
a circlc around it, and sitting down continue to wail forth- their lament
ntions, and at the same time con tautly throw handfuls of earth or grain 
tow8l'da tile corp e. In the meanwhile, the funeral pit i being raiaed. 
" Yheu completed, the heir or neare t relative of the decea d approacbet 
the corpse and cuts a luck 01' t~'o of hair from the head, after which the 
body. with its decorations undisturbed, is placed upon the pile of faggots, 
and other faggots ~ added to it, and while the process of throwing 
earth and gntin at the eorp!le and the wailing of the mournen I\re &till 
continued, the pile i !let fire to by some near kinsfolk and the eonft.agra
tion briskly maintained by the addition of fresh faggots, and the prOCCM 
of cremntion is effected 88 speedily 88 po ible. .A, the body is being 
burnt, the r;la.th- of the decea cd conceal their heads with their mantles 
and continue to weep in audible tones. After the body is completely 
burnt, and the pil begins to crumble, water iJ thrown OD it, and the fire 
is quenched; a &\Jti'cll is made by the relatiTe!! among the ashes for any . 
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ornam n pieetll of bone, or h.air \\ ruth Dlay haTe escaped dtStruc:tiOll,· 
'I'll se are carefully picked up, tied in an old manti;:, Uld preaened u 
reli of the deceased. 

After the performance of dell,tb c: relll ny, tb male ll'lembel'll of th 
liunjly \I tt1ining tile 10 ave th . r b ad and fllee and the fi:mllles 

orten their h ir. l'bi howey t,.is only dUll by the youuger Dlemb ra 
- to denotn their r JlCet for tbcir IDon. 'l'hi custom i IlOt ob en'ed by 

all the tribe . tome only put.lIlIide their penonal OTUlllllents for a time. 
During the perio I of mourning, 'Visits of condolnc n.r' }laid by other 
fatnili to tlll) family of the uuec Ii, wht> dllily cOlltinu to chant tb ·i .. 
lam ntatioD in '",wch the . itor join. Aft nle dl} the gric\'illg 
fllmit roi rat to nother Illnnd. 

Amon'" the Toot!. tribe, dead bodic are im'ariably uhjcct II to crema
tion, and vt.riou8 cereJUonics IIr~ Idterwarua performed \lnder the notiou 
that tbeir deity I propitiated, tilld the wcl\.beillg of the d~[lnrted souls 
til reby ecured in tbe next worM. The llIost illlportuut of th se is oue 
nt which nnimals life 81\criliced, nnd great cOllcour!tt:s of the vll.tiotls trll.tc 
a mble. It is uoually kept up nnlllmlly, and consists of fcasting, 
dancing, 8lallgbtcriug animal, and other ceremonies extcnding over 
$C\' rnl (lays. At the pre ent day, it i not such nn exciting amI imjlOsing 
spectacle II It \I'M filrml:rly. On the first dny, thi8 ILlln!tui fuucrat'ccre. 
mony i commenced with dancing. Twenty to fifty mel1 of the tribe 
open tbe ceremouy by starting off into a kind of dance. They forlll 
them Ives into rauks of two deep, join hanils and dance round lIud 
roo.nd, holding their walld in the left band. They begin with a teady 
walk ahouting oo.t ba I hoo I ha I ]100 I bllt tbe po.c lOOn q nickeD!!, the 
steps become morc nimble, a.nd keep time to the unvari d howling tune 
of ba I hoo I which is shouted O\lt ta~ter !llld louder. 'l'be figure of the 
dance commences by all mercly IIdvllncing, then crossing their feet they 
1\'bcel rapidly roulld and fall bock into file of two anll two, laekcning 
tllcir pace into a steady walk i the tcp nolY b COIues quic. er, nud the 
evolution i repeated. l'bcae uccc lve etagCtl are performed without 
variation and in rapid alternation Jor n full bour or longer, during which 
time those who beconle fatigued are epl ced by others. .A this exciting 
dance i going OU, food, eOfllli tiJig of rice and otber grains, is being pre
pared; and, when ready, all the friem.l and invited gue t uaemble 

• A 'Unilar pl.n of collecting relics of 11<, (rolll die cremated ubcl or lhe 
dead, I, praClieed by the Hlndoog or Moootidh. Villi' the ,\ Kol.' ot Chot. 

"N.gpore. by I.leat.·CoI. t.1', Dalton. (.lQmuli.,ioucr, 'Elbo!>l. Soc. TI'lIDI., Vot. 
l I, 1'.1 , New r\al,-IiD. 
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around a but erec.ted for the oeea 'OD by tbe relatives of t.he deceued. 
The men and women sit apart ill tlCpal'llte rows, and ob8er~e an orderly 
decorum. The boiled rice and grain of other kind, is tlCrved ont with 
gbce ollle.t.fy plates to c8£:h guest hy two Tooa men, who act as attenders 

and pay particular attl'ntit'm to the female portion of the gue:stt. In ·.de 
the hut, o\'cr the front door of which 80ltIe ob!Jolet~ and current eoi 

are suspended, lome of the n ar relatives of the deceucd are -ted, 
Icrving out rice, &c., to other guests. After the repast if over, the 
dancing i. ugain rC5umed by some; wbile otlier eompri 'og the younger 
and Ulore activp. Dl(!ll, proceed to where tbe buffaloes are penned, to 
make a ~lcctiou of the Ilnimals intended for the aacrificc. In forPler 
times, on tbe death of a ToLia, hi entire herd wat 811(:ri6ced. ?tIen 
lellped inlo the })Co witb their club alld the auimals were beatcn to 
death at much penlOnal risk, for the Toda buffitloe:s art rtrong and Jieree, 

c,'cn I4tuwk.iog strangers on their walk irthey incautioml;y approach too 
near them. The British Gm'ernment I'ut a stop to tbi8 eruel l'r&£:ticc 
of wbolcl!!llo slaughter, lind at the present dllY 110 more than one vr t 0 

aniUle.I~ arc I18.Crificcd at thi allluml ceremony. Tho whole bml was 
Bacrificed in the 8uperl!titiou belief that t.hey were tina secured to the 
deccaaed in the next world. 

A similll.[ CllstOIll prcYl\ilcd 1\JIl0l\gRt the llDci ub ythiaY.I.s. and 
indeed is adopted by all sa\,lIge lIotiolls- the sacrifice of a ("vorite hol'le, 

mave, or wife, in the hope that iu ~er"ie woultl tJItl8 be eenred in tb 

next world. The Toda beli~ve Ulst, UIIJc~s this be doue, tbe departed 

lOW will have no peaee. aud will for ever haullt the place it Jived in 
on earth .• 

At these anDual holocaust, the best lIud most valnable of the herd 

ollght to be sacrificed i 1mt the Tod.as, growing wise in their generation, 
lect some or the old, burrell, and useless animals for tius purr.lOse. 

'rhe {8t\!~ animal IU' dragged by the born into a ring or pit, whicb 

is surrounded on all side by an enlballlnuent., IUld from 30 to 40 yarde 

• An an.logou, cu.tom obtains at the present day In blna, and tor 'Ilught 11'0 
know, might haveoxilted from time immemorial. Wben a person dies, be b& 
wlIIIoUhyor otborwiae, his hol.l ehold goods, comprising it ~1 be the _t p. 
geoua aUk appAl I, trinkets, and orna.tnollt.l of great Tllluc, are placed ,dOl tho 
corptC in the eol!ln and dlus i"U~rred, aQ t.1l t tbe oellietes:ill6 a.nd 64!pl11ebles form 
litually miD" oC uutold treuure. It i. a fAd that nOI 8.ll insigni6c&llt part of 
th& valualllil booty .eap~ by Lbo French _I>d EngliJ;h in the late expeditio\, 
(1861) to North Cbillll, waa obtained by deiec.rallng the Yau,ol 1 and burial 
plaea or the rOllntry.-!o. 
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in d.iarueter; and wben all tbe animals are ltC\lre within the dauems i, 
again rommcneed &1111 e DUnned for fIOlUetUlle. 'Ibis terminatea the 
ceremony of tbe fint day. 

n th ~nd day, the Rea chan to the cncloll1.lrt wbere tbI! 
doomed animal art penned up. Whll a party i howling and dancing 
ov !dde the cnclomre, another p&rty enters it, Mid witb their c1ub·like 
!Ita irritate and torment tb lU)imal~ "ho ru h lloout illfllriated, eOD
foled. and wild in aU d1rection~, fIOmetim goring their tormentol'8 and 
"UDb! aecidenta of a 8«iOll natore. .As the aninlt.ls IIrc funning 
about, U 0 01' three of the men adroitly I!ciz then) by the horns, epring 
on to their beada, lUll! cling tb're. Tbe beasts hecoming mor excit.cd 
and infuriated, nab madly I\.fouod the nren while tll confusion, nOi.tIC, 
and excitement or tho dancers outBid reach tbeir <.lim!U{. 'l'be dance 
i fIOmewhat ditl'erent from that of the prec"ding day. 'rhe men arrange 
thclll!elfC! in a eirel IIround a long pole- ornamented at tbe tor, 
middle, and lower end with cowrie ehc1111, and held in ita place by two 
men-and arollntl this pole the dancing goes on for SOme time, and ill 
foUowed as on the previous day, by a repMt. After the meal, the ashe. 
of the dcecascd are mixed with water brought from the near et Btrelm, 
and &priwded OD the stakes whleb gUD.rcl the entrance of the enclosure. 
Tbe ground in front of tbe enclosure i, broken up, nud 0. new cloth or 
mantle is spread over it. The mourning kinsfolk and friends approach 
the 'pot lI'ith their IleaQs /llld face. concellled UDder their mantles, pick: 
IIp handfuls of tbe lOO$eDcd earth which they throw into the enclo
IIlJre tbree timea, and the same number of times on the cloth, all tbe 
while exlJibiting demon!trative grief and sorrow. After tbi!!, two or 
tbl'te men TO!h into the enclosure, and drag out, one by one, the r"ted 
butl'aloes to the front of the newly erected hut. liere they arc brought 
forward ~parately, llecurely held by thr e or four strong men, and 
,truck a powerful blow on the head with a small axe by a kinsman of 
the deceased, tbe blow generllUy proving instantl1lleou.ly fntal. Some
tiale the mantle contaiuing the relics of the dcceR5Cd, is brought to the 
ecene of slaughter and sprinkled with the blood of the animal !\ret 
ltilled and a requiem Bung over it. 'rhe carcauca of the animals are 
dragged to the enclosure of the pit, and their heads laid upon tbe cloth 
lIPread in front of it. Tbe men pTOIItrate themselvc. on thetIC dead 
bodies, cry over tbem, and, in a piteous and rather affectionate manner, 
fondle. earelfll, and kiss the face of the Animals, in whkb they are joined 
bJ the woman. who set up a bowling hment and add to the imp1'eI
Avenell of the lCelle. The Kotar. and Karombu come in (or the 
eareuees. 
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Tbe certmony of tbe third and Jut day COnaistll in simply letting 
fire to tbe but. This i, done by tbe women. Tbe but with the 
8laugbtcrcd buffaloes, tbe Todu ilnnly bc]ieve, aTe thus safely trans
fen·eel to tbe spirit of the dcceaacd in the next world.· 

The display and expense II-t tbete annual ceremonies vary with tho 
mcane of the families by whom they arc commemorated. 

D,itie. or ol~jl!ct, of Wor'hip.-The Tod1l.ll have several deities. The 
principal one is called" lIiri4dclJa," or bell-god, and the bell 80 deified, 
i. hUllg around thc neck of the best buffalo in their herds, as &n object 
of worship, and considered sacred. t To this deity they offer prayer. 
and libationa of milk. Another of their deities is the "bunting-god," 
to \vhom they pray for 8UCCCSlI in their hunting expeditions. The suo 

~i. also n.dored and wOl'8hipped 81 a deity. The Todas believe in the 
doetrinp of trclnGmigfl<tion of sows, which is termed by them "gw"UJ 
Norr;" but they do not appear to ba,e any explicit ideas on the subject. 
They are a very superstitious people, and have faith in omens and prog
nostications, and IL8 they give credence to the influence of witchcraft, 
they are easily imposed upon by the Kurumbaa and Irulu, who pretend 
to practice it. 

Sacr~d perlo", and placu.-They have also wbat ue calleel Tirriari 
or sacred grov which 8l'e inhabited by a elll! of monk who ue called 
Palau or milkmen, to each of whom is attached a Kavilo.l Dr watchman. 
Tb KaviJal performs all the menial offic for tbe Pal&!, and tend. the 
herd of ~acred animal~ atta.cbed to each sacrod grove or mund, which is 
kept cxclu ivcly for the nse of these sanctified individuals. Tbe buffalo 
with the bell, or the chief of the sacred herd, i not milked, its ea1Vetl 

being pl;!nnitted to consume entirely the milk: of their dam. Some of 

th e lIacred grovea have been deserted, and at preaent there are only 
three 10. ·isteoce on these Hille. 

The oBi,: of Palal and K&yilal are voluntarily assumed either by 
m&rried men or bachelors. 'I'he choice having being made, and the coneen .. 
of the neighbours and friends obtained, tbeeandid.ate thrqwl off his gar~ 
mCllt as a token of hi having entirely renounced the pleasurea and 
enjoyments of the world. He then TCSOrt.ll to a retired and unfrequented 

• The Kol. belle\-e the same, and bave food, clotbes and mOMY burned with 
the body, or b1ll'1~ with the aibe or tbe dead. Vide Col E. T. Dalloa, 01 

botA NaapoH-" Kolan_New 8$rle -Elha. TmlL, Yol. "1., page III-Eo. 
t The Toda Bell I •• !mUar to the Hlndoo ucriflcial Bell, aueb .. the BrahmiDI 

are wool to ~ la perfonnallt'e or thl!lr ri~nalln Solllb~m IDdlL-En. 
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part·of.ome furett IlII wl(l ry ,u'~f!I to At him 
fot hiJ .cred office.. .\ tnt'. ellikil in their Ian u' TiCl1'1', is eean:hed 
for in the fur6t. an.I when fount!... tbe novitill.~ llCSlll4l&l'!!I bim!l8lf with 
the juice of tbe tlrlt, and b !h~ bim~lf an~wflrUs in a neighbouring 
atream. Thi. he d()(~ ~ 'veral time during we week Utllt he rcmruns io 
the forut. All this timo, he i~ til a perfllct atllte of nudity, lUlU" acanty 
aupply of parched rain forms Ius only su kuuue\). After the ·explra
tion of the week, hi. friends ,'isit and l'~nt hllll with a plcce of COll.fllO 

c.loth, ",bleb be f.~t tl ILroulld hill' amt Gmt quit~ til f'o~s:t conuueted 
by the usembled Too of the (li tfict to Ill: Tit'rillri, and enter on 
the office of Pllal. ft~ 6!Jl1Uming this () lee; the iudlviduals not only 
lead 8 life of 'nle rcl.i!·cr nt, ut do.Vt hn.bit6 of rlltllarko.blc impli. 
city. 'I.'hey are oeyCt &l.:en willI mor than a imp\!.) ~tdp of eonr80 cloth 
around their wal.:\t, and they 8ublUat exclusively on tho milk yielded by. 
the Mered h~d. They do not often lcll\'e their rtired abodes, wbere 
their wbole tim IS!!pClIt in unceasing mcditntion lind prayer, l "clUalelJ 
IIl'C not allowed at any time to cuter, or c'I'en to approach these IIIoCrcd 
muudl, nor can any member of tlul tribe hold con erlllltion with the 
holy monk or hi! wi nt without lIpeci 1 permili~iou baing first ohteJn
ed, and, even then, tbe conY&mtion mu the c:D.rrlod on from a ell tane • 
If any of the tribe chance to meet a Palltl on llis way tu a village, 
wbich, on OCClWOI1. fow and far between, he docs isit, tho mo~t aervilo 
rc~ct L mown to bUll. The individuo.l who meetl }Ijm at ooco pro,. 
trates him I r, or hcr!lelf. before hi, 8!1.crcd presence. All the tribes. 
even the Badagas. respect. aud fear him. He i" gctlcrluly avoilled, &$ 

he is held in 8Upersti~ioua dread; but if the 1'n,11l1 condclICcndll to speak 
to any of the tribe, the person addrCSBCd a[!proQChclj him with o.wful 

• reverCDee, bowing Mil making obeisance with the outllprell.d band raised 
to the brow, and anything the Paial may nsk for is at ollce given up tl) 

bim. Altogether there is no individual who exercises It greater power 
and control over the mitids of these tribe. thaT.\ ~be Palal. 

But of l .. te yer.r!l the light ot civilization is gradually penet:rating and 
ebedcling itlbenign rayon these dark abode'!, Qnd it, enlightening inftu
eDCe it stealing in perceptible degreeJl rJOt only over the m1nd of tho 
lIfllf-deeeived Palal himJelfunveiling to hi. own obscured vleion tho 

• litter Colly and inutility of all his self.imposed and austere pl'll.ctices, but 
it it DO leal operating ItOO on the minds of the deluded tribet whom he 
Jw hUhert.o beld I!JlCU-bound; for they do DOt 10 blind.ly believo that 
&hi, peraooage eitber po8IIeSIIClI tIle spirit of God or any 'D}lerrlUlual 
power or revealing the dh'ine will, ",hieb in ~ote yeanw .. belin'OIi 
implicitly I,.y tbem. 

c 
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Tbeae Tooa monn never accumulate any property for them l\"es or 
for their flImily. Any fund. that they may receive are laid out in the 
purchale of other butraloes for the Tirriari. 

In each '!'irriari or grove are two bute-one for the Palal, the other 
fOT the Kavilal ; an enclosure OT II t~t" for the crod herd of buffaloes ; 
a ICparate hut for the calves; and a am .. U conical thatched building, 
intended for a temple, in wbich one or mo1'\: bcllJ IU'C placed. 

The ccremony for tbe initiatiou of the Kavilal i. tIOmewhat similar to 
that dcecribcd for the Palal ; but is 1 rigorou, and 1 for a aborter 
time. IIe livCl in a aeparate hut, and doe not aaeoc:iate in any wily 
with the Palal. 

Both the Palal and KavilAl may resign their officcl by giving a 
month'. nnti~ ; but should they wish to resume them again they ~ot 
do 10 excl:pt by undergoing a 1CC0nd time the ne ry ceremony. 

Donationl and offering. of different value and kind are not unfre
quently lDlLdc to these I!ll.Cred grovC8 by not only tb Tad&, but byalJ 
th other tribes. These gift, comprise milcb buffaloes or h if< re which 
are added to the sacred herd, IUld clotbe similar to tho worn by the 
Falal. 

'dee the PalaI, the!' is another kind of religiou functionary, who 
is ullea the II p()()jary" or \' mage Prie t. To undertak tm. offiee., it ia 
nece ry that the candidate bould i olate himself froro his family and 
friends and resort to some jungle, where he must remain for two da 
and nigbts, stripped to the skin, and expo d to all tbe se eriti of the 
climate. 'l'o cnabl him to bear these, the b rk juice of the Tiarr tr • 
i ameared .. ll over hia body, whicb ubser¥CI the douWe P1.1rpOlIC of 
prot cUng h' frame from the cold II well a purifvins it. u the third 
day, after bathing, he i permitted 10 shelt r himself in a but, where he 
rem .. in for thirty day which completes the qualiflcatiOD Dec ry to 
con titut h.im a Trur Italy. During tbi time h is attended by .. 
mcnid, who i selected from his own tribe, ealled a Tur al" and who 
rWdes in a para but. 

The duty of the Var haly i to conduct all the dairy operations of the 
viUagt. He i not permitted to touch the milk, but may have u mueh· 
ghee u h may require. The engagement for this office is utUall,. 
limited, and Illay terminat on the penon enlployed giving .. month'. 
notice. Sometim ther i .. kind of deputy attached to the pereoo Of 
the Varahaly who i ea.lled KlU'paliV. AU these oftieet are remuoerative, ,l>. :,,~" .• , .. "t r«tiviug gift of one or mort butl'aloe . 
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The dairy op«atioaJ of a rlllap are reprdecl by \heee tribal .. 
tbe 180-. eacml of all work. and are performed only at II\ated \imeL 
Tbe milk i~ nSUAlly drawn before 1UnriJe, arul apin aI\er nDIIet; ulll, 
wben concluded. tbe proc of con," rling the wn18 into butter, and 
thit tpin into gbee, is proceeded witb. The gh~ is not only eaten, but 
j a1~ u 1 for burning in their lampe, and as an unctuou. appUcation to 
tb ir bead and otber puts of the body. 

Relioiort.- n idttetl as a whol , the Toda religion fi rms " ooufUMld 
compollnd of anI' b lining UpentitiOD anti ignorance, with Pagani8lll 

it f\lndam >ltal con~tit\len. 'l' b Toda arc not practical idolaten, 
u r have they au)' definite notion of tb ir symbolical obj cob or plaeet 
of worship. Their dairy butfhl()C!l and bell are fn!Cd into an ineompre-" 
ben,jble my~tic: whole or unity, and con Htnte tbejr prime object of 
adoratiou and worabip. 

J"i~, alta Hallll,u.- 11Itcnd or mett is the term used to (Ie ignatc 
a hamlet 01' villAge by the Too. tribe. Each mund or hamlet usually 
compri about five building or llUt~, three of which ar used as dwell
ing one as .. dMry, and the other for sheltering the calves at night. 
'j'b lant or dwelllngt fot'tn a p culillr kind of oval pent-ehaped 
wn iruetiou, IlNally 10 f< thigh, 18 feet long, and 9 fe t b1'()ad. Tbe 
w\T'\U\e OT door-way into this building mCtl urea 32. inehes in beight and 
18 in width, and i, not pro'fided with oy door 01' gilt ; but the entrance 
. eloaed by meu of a IIOlid Blab or plnnlc of wood from 4 to 0 inches 
tllick, and of sufficient dimen . ons to entirely block up the entrance. 
Thi liding door is inside tho but, and 110 arranged and fixed on two 

out takes buried in tbc earth, and standing to the beJght of 2. to 3 
tc t,. to be euily moved to and fro. There are no oth r openJngs or 
outlets of IIny lcind either for the eecapc of make or for the freo ingrefJII 
and tgr of atmospheric air. 'l'he door-Wily itaelC is of 80ch amall 
dimensions, that, to effect an entrance, one has to go down on all faun, 
anll even then mueh wriggling iJ nee ry beror an entrance can be 
effec:ted. The house are neat in appearance, lind are built of bamboo 
clOlltly laid together, fastened with ralt&.'I, and covered with thatch, 
wbich rendcr1 them water-tigbt. Each building bas an end walling 
befure &ad bchiDd. eom}lOllCtl of IIOlid blOCh of wood, and the tides are 
wvered in by the pent-roofing which lopel down to the ground. The 
front wall or planking cOlltains the entrance or door-way. The iDlide 
of a hilt a from to 15 11 t IIqllllfe and i IUfticiently high in the middle 
to admit of a tall man monng about itb comfOrt. On ODe lide tbere 
ia a raiaed platlOMD or pial formed of clay, about 2 fvet bigh, anA COTend 
with 8IJlIbre 01 buftaloe .1cinJ, or eoanefunel with a mat. Thie platfDrm 
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)1 uted 88 a aleepins place. Oil 1be oppotite side is a &re-PJace and a 
light cle'Vation on which the cooking ntensilt are placed. In thit put 

of the bu.ildm fag 0 of firewood are IK!en piled up from floor to roo( 
and leCured in their place by loop' of rattan. Here sIso the rice-pounder 
or pc \Ie i fixed. The mortar it fonned by a hole dug in the ground 
7 to 9 inche. deep and r Ddered bard by constant u . The other hout(!
hold goodI consist of 3 or 4 br dilhCl or plates, veral bamboo 
mCllllUl'clI, and sometimes a hatchet. In one but I found all old table 
knili, two cmpty boer botU and a brokcD goglet. 

Each hnt or dwelling it urroundoo by an cne1051lfC or walll'ormed of 
)ooee tonCi pUed up 2 to 3 feet high, and includCl a space or yard 
'lllcasuring 13 X 10 feet. 

Dairu 0" Tl'mplt.-The dairy, which it alJo the tcmple of the round, i, 
IIOIDCtimC8 1\ building Blightly larger than the ollien, and usually containa 
two (On lp:u'tmco.u., 'panted lly a centre planking. One part of the 
dniry i. II sort of torehou for ghee, milk, and curd contained in 
scpamtc TCI\l I. The out~r apartm Dt form the dwelling-place of the 
Poojnry 01' dairy-mau who i3 somctimes called the Var haly. The • 
door-ways of the dniry arc of 8maller dilucnaiolll tban thOl'e in tbe dwell
ing hUlS, heing !l4 X 18 inches, The c.lairy or temple is usDBl1y 'tuatcd 
at some small ill. tanee from the habitations, and traD n "cr attempt' 
to llPT'roach too ncar it, for fi ar of iucurring the ill-will of the deity who 

:::> . belieycd to preside within. This belief is StocTal amoog nlI the 
J tribet. FcmalCl arc ~xcll\(led. aod th ooly pnrtie" ho are free to come 

lind go are the boy. of the fi mill'. The /looting of the dairy is level, 
~ nnd lit 01l end there i a flr .place. Tlvo or t~ milk pnild or pot are 
-:? II tbat it n. 11 11y COl taint<, 

~ The but where th tah·c. are kept i, a hnple building somewhat 
~ lik the dWelling hut~. 

\ The. mund_ IIr \lSllllll) itnatc in \ c1lelectoo TODlantic-lookiDc 
~ ~pots, wh 'tc , oodland, streamlet, Ilnd laW'll combine to render tb~ land
$. ~cnpe }liet Irt que amI II ttract.ive. I'll If at th present day 106 
~ 'rndll. lUUll,l OJ hsmh:t in cxi~tcnce on th~ ~. ilgherriCi. 

C"tt1~ and CoUll: Pt"M.~ln tb i inity of th munds are the cattle 
pen or tn I which ar circular oc1Ol1ures urrounded by a looee Mone 

W1\l1 jtb 'ngl ntrsne guard d br pow rful wooden Itak In 
thcl'e the herdt of buffal. k pt at night. Each mund ~. 
11\:1·t1 ofth l\I imn. Tbe milk obtained from th m is con crted into 
gh< • I rt wbile the remain-
IIribart 
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The Hill buffaloo differs from the kind t with on the plains, and 
appear!! to be a peculiar 8pCci s indigenous to these lHlIa alone. They 
are cxeeedin Iy powerful in build and long in c rc 8. They hue 
1'iC&J'Ce1y any bump; he chest. il broad and deep i the legs mort and 
sturdy; the head large and heary, and surmounted by horn~ I!Ct 
wide apart and curved dillerently to thos of the auilllals seen on the 
plains, the points being re-curved inward!!, outwards, Ilnd furwarda. 
The whole of the herds Ill' ,ented this fea/nrc. Tltey wry thcir heads 
low. and Ct ru this peculiar curvature of th -lloms, it giv '8 tb III at fi.n\t 
'ght a Imll-dog appcuanee. Along the crest of'the neck. bump, aU11 

back, there is a thick growth of hllir like a m ne, which impArt a bison
like appearance to these anun",l. Thoy IIrc knowu to be tierce, and ~ 

father dangerous aulrnals to approach inCAutiously. At slgM of A 

stranger tbey tl\TOW up their beads; run b ok Lilr some (listanoe, when 
they abruptly halt and turn towards the object of tbeir fel\l'lJ, at whom 
they fi()rce1y stare Witll head ereet; cautiously advn.nce and retire, and 
gatller together io It compact serried maS!! preparecl for 6ttack. .At 
other timell, the whole herd .tart suddenly into an iIl'JpctUO\l! TU h with 
tbeil' h ads :arried low, amI overrun, gore, or trrunple to deatb the 
objcct that hat cxciVd their anger. 

I i manner tigen and other bl::aeta of prey arc onen kept at bay, 
Of killed by the "inuutaneousru h of the animals.· 

The system of inbreeding account/< for the r markllble ehnilarity of 
apJlCl1fauee about lbt: horns 10 eltarllCterilltic of tlles() ani.mo.Is. 

• They are good milkers, yielding daily trom five to nine quarts of very 
ricb wen flavor t1 milk. Beyond t1t1s, they are turneil to no uee 
wbatel·cr·t 

Onate YCIIN, the Tada bufl'aloes have become 8ulljeet to murrain IIDd 
other disease., and, what with the number that i8 annually ~rHiCi.>d • 

• In'tho Orwa Jllngll!9, the hor~lamD.ll piclua hi. butfa\j)e. III II circlo, and 
tileeps at night. in tbe ~entrll of tbo herd. w here be is said to 1)0 perfectlyaafe 
from thillllolcltatlon Cltbcllllt8 of prey, &c.-Eu. 

t In t1Ie Northern D~tricu, the roAlc butralou arc caatrated, and 116cd to draw 
the p'auglt or cart. 'Chey are 10 .,..ell traiuc(/, tba' tbey have neither nosil nor 
Jlcad.rope, and eiIM1, by the tap or II wllnd the driver cllI'ric •• Ih01 advanu 
oJ 8'1blllit their ne JI to the yoke. anI! are tllrned to any ,Ide lIy the same 
walld. In the H:yuerablVJ and Bellary DI8trielS, the mal, bulfalllel lYe hlrlcly 
Wfed " p!.ek :UlimaJ., arm «!\!~e CrOll). 100 to 1.51) Rupee, eacb.-Eu: 
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these fine animals .. e fa diminisl»ng. It is to be hoped that they 
will not become cxtinct.· 

'rhe COWl ar milked both at night. and in the morning ; but the 
prineiplll dairy operation ill conducted before IUnri!le. 

The bcllt aninal iJ selected to carry the niriad~ or the Toda', 
bell.god.. Thill office is mwe hereditary, and deaeends in uninterrupted 
SIICecs ion from CO" to calf. 

l'hetuCl or pen is a cir ar enclomre, varying in size according to 
the number cornpri ing the herd. It is generally loe&ted io 80me 
~heltcred spot, and embanked to the height of three or four feet. 
During the rain, the windfi'ard aide of the pen jJi bUBbed with brwh • 

• wood to protect the berd from th!) cold and piercing wind.s. 

These )lClla haYing no cO"l'ering above, I:hc cattle arc e%pO d at aU 
seuon~ to thr. rn;no nil:! t:un, wbile the Boor ill coYC!red with the accumu
lation of their own dropping. The young calves, howevcr, prior to 
being wcaned, ure very carefully looked after, and kept under helter 
at all times of the year. During the day the calves either accompliXlY 
theil dams, or a~e grazed separately WIder the care of lUI. aU ndallt. 

Towards evening the herd is driven back to the tll.cl wilen s11cb of tbe 
mill Ilnd felnllle members of the family who arc prcscl1t, mbl and 
nlllke obei'!8nee to the animal. by bowing a.nd rai iug the open right 
hlmd to tbe brow, resting the thumb on the ridg of til nose, after 
which the nrum 1 are but in for the nighl.t 

The Todas keep DO other animals. e 'cept perhaps ' .. eat or two for 
tb purpose of destroying the rats and otb r vermill thai iuf~ the 
villag in great number. 

Nahtrc oj Di~e(Ule, altd Ailm,eltu.-Th se Hill tribes are suhject to a 
"ariety of disetl~8; but they mlluifest the grel.tC!¢ susceptibility 'to 
attllrCks $If f,"ver, rheum ali Pl, lIud mall. pox, 

• or la.l.e Y Ani, ' the Todns un ~e ran.n into tbe bands of \Ist\renl, a clas or 
Lubbay8 or l.fool'6l'i'om the low <,ounl .... '·, who advance lIlMl Dloney at exorblt. 
I\IIL lutlll 5t. to &eeur the glul,e lhe~' UlllllUlo..cturc. These men frequently ciu 
Mel ClII"')' a ay their butrAloe&, to co\' r lIle priru:lpIll Ind iQterei~ Ul c th 
1'0das fllil lu their contrn.et.-Eo. 

t 'fue Todu bold grulng laud on fit. ol'1lble terms from tbe GO"emmcDt; 
bill, lit tbe Sl\m lin; ,tb Y rec~h·e .. ~rtain sum (rom OYUllmellt (or the land 
now C(lml'd Ing tile ~t$UOII of ()otaeamund, which originally belonged to tb m. 
Tbisb ... !)tell received 10)' t1\e1n from Mr. allh-..o'.l lime. 
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Since the introductin of "cd nation. tile ob~hl and bendt. of 
which they no'll' uudent3Dd and appttciate, the latter diseft!le hill! not 
been 110 pre".1 nt. 

The fever from which they ufl'er i generally of a ma",rious type, 
either of the intermittent. r mittent or typhoid arietie~. Of late yean, 
the venereal ~ is tUso mot with. On ea8C tbat r aamined, whleb 
the patient con11 &led having contract'd from hi! 01VU tribe, pr 8eoted 
gO!lorrh ... chancre, and buboc. OphtbalOlill. and cataract are eOnl
mODI,. 8tetl, and JlCrhap caused in .. grea.t ltIelk<l\u'c by their ~moky 
jl!.\'entiJate<l llabitatiOll. When 1111 outbreak of small-po or otlu:r 
epidemic oecU18 in any of their hamlet!!, the inhll.bitant8 who et.{Xl 

from i 1'1Ivage-Tmove to anotil r munt! or villag of which eacJl ulan 
ktql8 Ie,vera); leaving the lick to be attenJed to by a few pcrllOll$ who 
bant'oncc bad the elise &c. 

They do not apl*T to have any knowledge of me<lic 1 dmgs or of 
the treatment of di-eue, nor •. r tbey often known to I!Cck the aid or 
a(hice of their European ucigbbouu; but wheu S3istancll is otlered. to 
them gratuitowdy, they receive and appcu to IIpprccilltc it. • 

AIl~nl IM7t:it!l of OffiprillC.-lt is II common beliof that the women 
of tb 1'000. tribe are not pl'olinc in child· bearing, and this 1111& been 
COnn etcd \\;th their polyandrous marrillge 8,Ylltem in the 'r Ilition of 
eau!le and c1fcct. But this I am inclined to doubt, as, frolll personal 
inquiry, I am tatisfied thllt the fcmnIes individuaUy bear lUI many as 
from 4 to 12 children. It is tnle that a large nUlober ·of children is 
rarely l!eeo in the tame family; but this, in my opinion, i8 owing to the 
elimllte of the hills being inimical to inftmtile life. In infaney the 
mortality j known to be very great, not only lUllong the natives, but 
&1«) among the Europeans; Rnd if there be a alight differe1lce in favor 
of the latter, it is easily aod satisfactorily account~d for wben we contrast 
the ImperioI' IUlvantages posse d by Eur.opeane, on the soore of' rJhy.ical 
ltamina, hygiene, regimen, habits, and mode of life, with tbe wretched 
condition of the Natives, who are poor, ill-fed, bllilly clothed, and living 
in bamlets defective in IlUlitation, together with eaTly tnIlrriagea and 
chW-bearing, prolonged lactation, and excel" of venery l'cfulting from 
their SYltelll of polyandry. AbortiOllB Rnd premature birth. are of 
frequent occurrence, and are attributable to the me caUl •• 

Both tne men &nd women of the Tuda tribe exhibit .trollg parental 
feeling and attachment to their offspring, whom in tender age,,, well 
III in tiebw, they ca:refully tend and cherub. 
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Legend,.-I wu unable myself ro trace the exiW.ence of any .legendary 
stories or tr&ditionB anwng these trioos, whereby some clue might be 
obtained &8 to their past hiNtory 4nd true origin. 

The Reverend Mr.ltl;tz, in hia" Tribe inhabiting the .. ~ei1gherries," 
relates a long story concerning t 0 brothel'lof the 'I'OOa tribe, who, it 
i Did, feU out, and parted 011 their way down ro tJ low c.ountry. The 
ltory goes on to say that 011 of tbe brothc -tnet IlOme fairy bird who 
reproached him for having gUllrrelled with hi brother, when, being 
seized with remorllC and conacicnec-stricken. he prayed to the ruling 
deity for the restoration of hill brother, which 'v granred. Some time 
afterwardll the same brother, feeling , cary of bis life, mi.ratuloUl!ly 
c.liaappeared through tbe agency of the fairies, lca.ving hit brother to 
ped'onn his funeral ritcl, and who, on its cpmpletion. undertook a 
pilgrimage In Ihe mountain top!!, am] "bllS llCYCl' ince beell hcaru of." 

ir. Mctz adds that he WtUI probably earricd off' by wild beasts. Tllit 
fiction, however, as a legend of the past, po SC811e5 but little intere8 ... 
it throws 'no light whll.tcYcr 'ou t}lC by-gone tim of these singular 
n~c.~, who are so cOI'eloped ill doubt and lUystery IS to Ie vo their true 
origin nnd JI:u>t history debat.able qucstions to thc prclICut doy. 

2'odar namlls for HUl~. 

Cairn Hill. 
l'ero U ill. 
Rhode Hill. 
Mount RolIC. 
Makoortee Hills. 

XcII code. 
Poonthut. 

}:'Ilrrigal ,'em. 
Oo/but. 
Caave and Ca.rteen. 

-Name for Ollirns- Phin . 
The following Ii t will giv an iuca of the population of the munds 

~crally:-

XaudRl rntu}d ••• " bu til 10 lllCIl -!, women 9, children. 
llungearlu II ... 3 

" 
4 

" 
3 

" 6 
" lioodtboo " " .. 2 I' S • 7 .. 7 
" :Mink hole ..... 2 

" 
3 n 3 

" 
4 

The CoIl tor gives the TOOa munds IS 106 huts, and II. pop~lation 
of 704. III Captain Ollchterlony' MemOir. they are gi\'en as 85" and 
337. respecti'l' ly, in 1 4'7; from which it will be seen tkaf duriug the 
bi.st twenty y Olere hili! been an iner of!!l munds and 337 &ow.. 
~ 
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• or i it in the I t Burpri ing that the inquiry sbould be be ot with 
10 much difficulty, conaldering tbat, up to th' time, but few traditional 
records or v tige in th hapc of monum nt8 and coins, bave be n 
found to e~ among them, by which additional light might be thrown 
on the subject; for the dilCovery of such, in rc arch of this natufc, 
alwaY' affords valuable aid in clearing. up dubious point in th put 
b ' ry or all hl1lDA1l races, and wbich, were it not for their e1i tencc1 

might ver remain a unsolved problems, . 

me writ affirm th t the eilgherriee have been peopled from 
time immemorial, the Todawar tribe being r garded as a rcrnnlUlt of the 
aboriginal race, This idea appcart to bn had its origin from the fact 
of tbia tribe ittelf claiming IOverelgnty of the il, and th ir right to It 
being admItted by all th other tribe, Others, led away by tho diJ· 
covery of a 1i cromlech, and cairn" the alleg d perlor physical 
development, peculiar habits and custom and attractive costum of the 
Todawar tribe, claim for them an anceltrol. origin which entir ly dis. 
counce th m from lUIy of the DraTidian of athern India, and 
pretend to trace their progenitors in the ancient RomaUl or Scythians, 
1II'ho, it is 'd, emigrated from lOme part of Central 'a, and aettled 
on th Hills at lOme very remote period. But., as idcntical lItone-cut 
antiqurties bave been opened up in numeroUi other parts of the plain. 
of India, IUld tbe Ilill tnbee themselv 'laim all conll ction with 

D 
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tbese relics, tbe fact of their fiimplc discovery on the Hill, tlOOl not in 
my humble opinion, warrant eb II. ar-fetehed idea.· 

'Jlhe notion aleo that tbe Tod!lwar tribe pre&ent any special peculia
ritie in their habit and cUllto • language and religion, 00 0, or 
ethnological features, is, I apprebctld, °h n caT fully anslyzed, Ilnd com
pared with those of the uther Indlan races, more imaginary than real. 

The Reverend Mr. Metr;1I8l!CTte hi belief that tbc!!C urn tribe$ origin
ally clI.me from some place in the north-east, and elldell.vour to trace an 
affinity between them and a race of people inhabiting the mountainous 
District of CoUegalt in the Coimbll.tore District, who, he make. o~t, 
emigrated thither at tbe &\I';e time that tbe Hill tribes l!ettled them
IMllv on the Neilghen·ies. Captain Dnrkncs , in hi description of " n 
tlingular aborigilJoJ race inhl\biting tbe SUlll1llit of the NeiJgberriea," 
nBTTlltel the following truditionll.TY account, '\ bi~b J here inl!Cl"t in hie 
own "'vi'U :-

.. They have SOIDC tradition bearing reference to 11 lJerioo about the 
tim of I 11.\,11.0, when they say they inhabited tb low country. Ouc 
anlflul> the iA that thC'ir forefathers weI' tile IlUbjec of Ravan, and 
~h .. t, being nftcrwarus una!llc to bear the veritieli impo d on thelU by 
,thl! 8uecc ful Ravan, th y fled to the mountain as a place of refuge, 
driving their herds before them, carrying tb ir fellla! 8 nd chiJdren on 
th ir boulder DUU vowing 1.0 w nr no covering Oil their h ndti till tbey 
blld wrea.ked their Veti co on tb ir oppr "!IOl'1'. Dut I doubt the 
gcuuin n III of all tb tori 0(1 imagill they ha gatbcred tb m 
from some of their llIndoo neighbolll'8. .': 

Thl loeal tradition, hnJlCMoct it I tmd notwltb llloOding it being 
8Omcwbll.t IIlbitrnrily repudiated by th llarrator him If, rontain in 
my bumble impr sion, th only reliable eiltC to the true origin and pailt 

hi tory of the Ncilgbcrry trilJe forming in tbi r peel.. litary excep
tion, On the rc of v tit blcll.es$, in the m of c\1idence heretofore 

• For th Cairnl &1'0 m t wIth lD all par~ of SouUt n Indi both on th 
Dill-plat 11 alii! plaln.. 

t "Tb ., muat perhll.p& bll\- tor eeuturi Inhabited r lying to Uti 
nor ~st, in the dlreotlon of HassanOOT bIlyond th Guelbutry P Part of 
tb tribe appean to have ttl d in a northerly direction neaT Oollegal, for ram 
freQuently p d to RO to viall Ih~UI, and bring 1)a<:k til \1igtuce respeedllg 
tbc:lr c:ondlllnn In I "-,,"I> idellitill9 NflI/gllm'i ,,~, page 14.. 

t .. d tcripli')/t 0/ a Wr911:ar nbtorigi"dl f'tICe iUltbfMg tAt _ Of I 
Nri191t~ Hill" 1:11 Qlptaiu H. nar n page it and 23. 
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adnnetld; and tho optnl I ubmi& after careful and . trict I.natyirill 

and comparu n or ,"cry point of aUcgt'd di~.\mibuity ill ethnology, 
lau religion, social ha.bi~ and c:Wltllms, wbf\1\)11 ha e be<-n 1lll8ed. 
appanntly, tbe v ral hypath L 'eh pretend ~o ClItabU!!lI. In whole 
(IT it rt, till origin for the Hill tribe i®latcd and dilltioct froiU thA.t of 
the llindoo of plain. UM"in' invt'stigated for my!lclf, alUl tllkcu 
con.iderab.lc inwm aud p8in in tl\e Imhjcct of ctbMloS',V I\S it OOllCCTnll 
the '\'1lriou aboriginlll m found 8Cattend in th· mountainous rep;ion~ 
of , uthem India, lUllb as the her1"BNlY lIilI" Hill Tca of ri! a 
and arnatic, where 1 bad fl"\.'qucnt opportunities of ob8erving the peen
larilie of yc~1 of these tribe I am enabled to mak l\ll extend cl eom· 
porillOn between th m and til tribe upon wbQllc origin 1 venture now 
to make a fow comments in the pr ut paper. 

The roll tn1les, 1 affinn, &l'j! obviouflly allied by many o.ffiniti 8 of 'IAn
gullg and common eharncleristie of reUgion and customs with the Dra
viwan rates of the South of TUlTI with whom, I II U ve, they hllvc bact 
a eonlmon origin. IUld arc neither ytbiarlll nor Romans, nor indigenous 
aborigine!! of the mus dUlY now occupy. They lite Iik the other hll1f· 

vage races mM with on .n the 101ll ranges of rrme in Southern 10(1ill
the l:' mDa.ntJ of a population who once occupied the plajns of Tntlltl, over
mn by uc~ lve invasions of !!U~rior rllces, before whom they wer 
dri,cn forward for sbelter to th ir prellCnt Te!lpcctive mountainous babi· 
tat anel 'heTe, all regards th Ncilgberry trib' in particu)l\r, under 
tbe influence of altered pby ~ea.l eonditjon~ ami" cold Imd braeing, cll. 
mate, they acquired II hardihood of constitution and improved phyl!iqu 
t the sam time tbat tbeir custom IlIngllllge, lUul religion r tal ned their 

primith'e, rnde and unCllltivat d ChllrllCteri8tiCi II~ a n CCII84l')' re \l1t of 
their long oontinued eequestl'lltlon on tbC8jl mountainou retrCft.te. 

Thill ollinion appears to be bome out by the te8timony of ancient 
native hilltorians Ill! well, who divided Southem India into two b"l"eat 
PfO,in wbich they respectively termed hola Mundalu1JI. and Torla 
MI.IMolltTII. The extent of the fonner was included between the two 
riven Cauvery lind Pdar, while the latter embraced all the territory 
tbat laid to the nortb of the PalaT to the Ponna.ry. The latter, it i 
.aid, wu oceupied by a barbarons nee of people, who dill not even 
llDderstand bow to ellltivau ' ~be ton. and werc IIOlc1, a plllltoral race. 
poeIieIIing large herds of cattle, with which tbey itinerated from jungle 
to fore$t in *leb of puture, and lllblitted entirely Oll the produce of 
their herd&. The Chola .MundalulIl province, on the uther band, ". 
inhabited by a !!Upenor t'8tC, who boasted of. regular dynuty of kiDS" 
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the .on of one of hom, Adondai, invaded the Toda :Mundalumt' coon
try, and rapidJy brougbt tbe barbarotllJ bordes wbo occupied it under hi 

bjugation and rule. It is IJOUibL if not very probable, th ... t th 4 Teil_ 
gherry 'l'odawars are a remnant of thi ancient population. At any rate, 
the description of the Toda Mundalum race and their mode of life find 
II veri-similitude in that of the Todawara of the presen day. 

I win now proceed to mAke a few"lIummary oblervatioDS on the veraJ 
alleged distinctive feature, renl or fallacious, which bave led lOme 

Authors to 8!Cribc an origin and pa t history to thCllC 'eilgherry tribes 
that appear to militate IIg1I.itllJt tb idea of their being descended from a 
common par nt tack with the Dravidian rae of the plains. 

Firat)y u to physical appearance, the only tribe on the Neilgherri 
which can be said, as a Uody, to show a better .appearance and phy iquc 
tho.o th l CC8 on the plaim arc the Todawars; but thie cumparati e 
upcriority on the part of this tribe does not hold true u r gard every 

race met with on th plain, for I havc seen many of the latt r equally 
a well developed in bone and muscle, and not I good-lool$ing in fea
turea than the Todu; for instance, thc Ma1ou'IJ1" and AUlfVmlxulierl ., 

the !lOuth, and tlle Tclu 'UI of the north.t Among the latter, me 
excellent specimen of tile true Oaucasian type of fcatur 8 to be met 

ith. But,· judging by actual measuremen IUld weight, till all d 
$Upcriority, I opine, vani h s altogetlJer, or exlst only in a very sligllt 
degree, whicb, considering the ad~'antagCl on the core of climate and 
diet njoyed by the Todawll'8, i !lot t all surprising. The following 
table will IICrve to show the degree of app r nt physicalllUpcriority pos-

ed by, tlJe Too over the race of the plains in Soutbern Indi oel 
other parts of tlJ Presidency :-

• ToMa Mfi"dolNfll- U TOlldaJ G,t5lTailrQllI... or with th addition or U"od.

lum 1.O_'-6\.It.O. a province, coun.try, of whleb Caojipuram (Conjenram) wu 

tho anciet.'t capital-takes III de ignatioD (rom a 8brub of tbe aam Dame ",lib 

wllleb It abounda."-Ellil' Mira.ri Riglu, page 61. 

t Dr. NIIh, In a report to the Inlpector General, Indian Medical Department, 

gh' UJ f()\lowlng'descrlpUolI of the Coorga .:-" The Coorga and Amma Coorp 

ar or th lam uibe. Read, decldedl1 Caueutan; re&Ular features; fi'oqllW

I, all aquUllI D" and U-ch1Hll d lIpI; yes and bair dark · wear whlaken 

AIId mOlUltuhel, but ch1n ahav<!d; eomplwon, fair · COll.lltCIWlce, int Ulgeut; 

and sener_1 d portmcol, bold ana independent." 
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) Brahmins ....... 2Hl4 64 .. 64 21"()6 ll'52 31'25 8'92 16'48 117'56 otChtngleput. ' - .~ • .::. 
2 HiM()08...... •.• 2l'48 65'11 20'91 12..,5 31 '76 8'84 16'36 116'24 Do, '~ ~, ~ 
3 PllriahS........... IU'72 64'79 20'80 12'12 31'36 9';/4 15'99 IUhi2 Do. 'fi ... , 
4. 001'1,,-........ .. .. 21'88 64-70 20'82 10'35 31'11 81M' 16-00 104'54 . Do" "" f '. 
S TOOM............ M'84 63-30 2(}>81 12'81 32'2-2 9'36 16·6' 121'40 Nedgbemes. .- r , 
6 Kununbas ...... . 30'20 60-6420'24 11'04 00'15 8 ''17 15'27 10(>-44 Do, ' ' 1--
T Beare:n ....... 25'00 64-34 20'56 H'84 30'60 8-80 16'69 109-32 Cuttaclt (Oriaa,) 
8 Poorjshs... ...... 24'32 63'15 20'45 12'14 30'93 9"22 16'56 110'84 Jeypore (Vizagapatam,) 
9 Badagu.......... 3S·8() 66'70 2(}'61 12'22 31'83 9'20 16'99 11.0'76 ~ejJ~erriel. 

10 Kotan._........ 27'68 62'61 20'95 11'95 00'68 8'76 15'52 105'20 UO. 
11 lrulaa ............ 26'68 61'78 ]9-83 11'39 29-91 8'42 15'11 96'20 Do. 
12 yanadi.............. 23'36 64-S1 .20'53 II ·.n 31'04 8'37 15'66 ]04'68 Striharicottah,NelloreDilt 
13 ShembadAl'US.. 29'60 65'26 21'02 12'16 00'65 8'38 16'36 120'()() Cbingleput and CuddalOFC. 
14 Tien ...... ~..... 31-16 63'14 . 20"91 12'43 29'88 9'0-2 15'53 108-o.t OfCaJieut. 
16 Nair'!! ............. 80'80 64'48 2] -()3 12'.56 30'94 9'12 16'11 1l4'84 Do. 
16 MahOIJ;ledans... 24';0 64'55 20'53 12'07 31'33 8'97 16'17 107'20 Chingleput. , 
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From the table given above, bowing the ""verage measurementS of 
• ~jxtecn ditfcrent tribea, it will be obwerved that the wUPIX>Sed pbymcal 

Ruperiority apparent to the eye at first Bight as regards the :roda~ 
yani bcs when we eome to actual mea urements, a~ we find, on analyzing 
tbie table, that the sU}Jeriority of the TodR8 at prescot oon i 18 in Rge, 
size of chest, arms, and weigbt only; bnt, wben we take into accollnt thc 
difference offrom one to thirteen yean existing between tbe a\'crage age 
of tho Todas and that of tbe other tribes, we IUU!t allow that, with age, 
the weight and proportions of clliferent pam of the body will increaso 
al50, which consideration confirms the observa.tion that the IlUperiority of 
the 1'odlUl is more apparent than rcal in their pbymclll oonfortnation; &lid 
this will appcar nlore clearly wben'measurements of men of el]lJ.lIl age are 
taken. for it must be a.dmitt<.'Il tba.t such increase will take place in most, 
if not all, of the tribes enumerated here. 

All tl .... '1'lC measuremeuts were carefully made by myself, in tlfe pJUe1lcc, 
flDd with the 8ssistance, of IIlllny kind friendll. . 

I alllO append to these remark 50me measurements of the 'l'odu Ilnd 
Oth"f of ilie Ilill tribes taken by Dr. llnnter, uperiutendeut of the 
School of Arts, who u.lllO took Ilhotograllhs and cuts of thelll. 

'rhi! superiority of the Todas, I imagine, is in truth more & deceptive 
impression,l)Toduced by the combined effect of their graceful costume, 
self-posscssed (ieportment, ullturbaned heads, and peculiar mode of wear
ing the brur- when contrnstcd with the inelegant attire, distasteful hCAd
dress, and style of hair-dressing of the native of the plains-which have 
lIO much. pleased the EurollUl eye, and thus origilllLted the idea. of the 
Toda.war's phrsical superiority. This opinion may be ell ily demonstrau-d 
by divesti.ng" Todaof his classically elegnnt toga, and making him wear 
in lieu tue curllliur/iund and turban in the unseemly sty Ie of the low coun
try native, or, in the C&8C t)f the female, by concealing ber flowing curls of 
hair, and then it will rCtLdily be seen t1Jat the Todawar, male or female, 
is not 8 whit Jx>tter-looking, after all, th8n tbe I gracefully attired 
native of the l>lains.· 

Their CR~y deportment before strangers, great sclf-poS9C!lSinn, and 
utter fearle ness-features which have been noticed as equally common 
to the female 88 the male 'l'ooa-have been brought for,,"ard with some 

It " The Itlpel"lorltJ orthe Toda. in form and feature., to the inhabitllutll of tbe 
low lands, rna" "Iso be partially owlng to the impro,'ement in bodlly uNDgtb, 
ewure, and generill apJM'Bl1UIc that would be etketed by It !()Jlgibened eqjoam 
In lile pure eltmate of tbo Blua MountalJ:lt. n_GOQ aM t~ Bfw JlDWII#itu, by 
Ricbard P. Burton, Liout.. Bomb.y Ann", 1851, page Stb. 
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~ in proof of tbcir being d~ nded from • ditTc:rent ori~ to that of 

the uativft of th plaillll; but th uativtl of tbi. tribcl did not appear to 

me to I th q\lalili ill a more triking de ne tbl\l\ what might 

be cxpt.'Clted to t!1ist natunilly in II rocc of JlC<lluC who WC.fC once acknow

ledged li 10nt of't.h • il they no occupy, alltl who haTe been living 

for lWQe in It bnly m untain eliru "~ anti leading an independent 

pas ralille. l cannot a, id gi'Ving cxprc into dIe lIs11icion, moreover, 

thAt th 8II.nle qualities bv be n IUlhlluced gl'ilU.tly by the kitul. IIlIU 

almo.rt fiwuring, tt()atmcut this trib' hili! e',or rete! d at the litmus of 
EUl'OPCU1J, vcry one f whom, on th it :tint lIni val at OowlulI\uul. 

never tail to 't t.hir lnuu!! in ~hc vicirJty, "111.1 dilltribuw \lollation8 

among their intere ting inbabitants. 

The following table rocili.tlltee ob!!erving tbe dllfer nee in the tlimon

'ons, '0., of th ~vcnl tribe given at page 18. marc: readily, .. U)oy 

are here plaeed according to their precedence nuder the III.\vcrlll bcadll, ill 

the numerieal order in which they tllnd .· 

• Tbe "I,bbl, IUId llleJUlIrtmenl. glvcnln the following tllol>10 wore carefully 

laJet'll by patented Inltru/llIJJlII I hllil con t.rUCI d oxpresMY for Lho l'UJ"POtIt, In 

takins 11Ie weIght! an llI\owlncl1 Will! rnfl(\o toi tllOIr 1I8b' clotbinll worn III tho 

time, mOl'e peclllU,. In tbe CU6 of tuo women, a. the mon wero genernlly 

wdglled In their 1000gootle.. In taktng tll~ cJfcwnrllrence of tbe be.d, 1110 tape

meuure wu allowed to rut Oll tht Crontl'll omlnencc. beforo. IUld. tho ClCupltal 

protuberant' bthln4, !lud all allowAnce Will mado for the blllr also. '1'llo 

length or Arm Wa& taken from tbe /lceromil\l' prClC8I8 ot th~ IC4pU\to, IIlId tlle 

length or IL"8'$ frOD} tll1\ lnl'erJoJr .spiJll)JI.t proeOl. (If tho IlJjum. Tllo 11801\'41 

cak:1I1ate4 from what the parties tbemeelvu bad to lAY, tog~ther with tllclr 

seneral 1Io1'pIlsrllnce, and ih.t 01 the, teeth, u th .. mouth Willi ()IIrefully cxamhlcd 

In e),ery inItaDce ftlr conflrmatlon.- Eo, 

• 

TABLE. 
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In t, IfJ&in, the Toda1fV tribe iP the only one pl"egelltiDg • 
~ty. ~,differ in thia rcapect t'rom tho naUvet of the plains, iD 
10 far ilia the bead·drel!!! or the turban of the latter i tIIObewcd. Like 
them, howe er the TOOawan wcar the lu"goofy, or IIluall waist· cloth, 
and inBtead of the larger folda of drapery wom rounll the pelvis by the 
natiYell of the plain this tribe have adopted the toga, or mantle. which, 
from. its IItoIlt texture and the manner in which it is zpade to tn" lope or 
cl the tntire body, is c,idcnUy a moditlc.ation of attir nee~tatcd by 
the coldet and vem clim t in "l\ich th y reside. The turban is not 
unlve.rally cwed amongst thl tribe as I.S bell vcd, for I lIne met 
with IIOIlle bo do wcar it, appal" fitly the morc well-to·llo Todawan. 
The great eeareity 01 cotton fabrics on the Rills, perl1ape, ftl1lt led them 
to abandon qua head·dr the teloperato nature of the climate llermit. 
nog them to do flO with pcrll.'ct imlmnity. The Khond. and Dabooe of 
Benpl. the aira of Malabar, IInll other abjcct tribes on the Weatern 
CO&$t go about bare·headed like the Texl . 

At rtgvd laJlg1UJ{//4, the lIill tribe cannot be said to J'I088C a diatinct 
Jangtlll8e of their own; for that wbjeh i8 pokeo by them i8 a mixed 
dialect of Tamil, C arete, and 'l'clugu. corrupted aod ~odificd IIOme
wbat by their eeqllClltered life IUId want of motu frcqucnt lII~illtion with 
the othet' Dravidian rae I, amongst whom tbcae tongue. n,re prellCrved 
in their priatine purity and pronunciation.-

Thc eame long-continued acclu . on of the lim trib~ alto aeeounte for 
the few alight difterenees that are fOllnd to exi t in their .ocial Aabill and 
l'IIoIIo1lU when eOMllIl'ed with thOle of the races 01) the plaill!. Like the 
Bindooe, each of theac RiD tribe. is aubdivlded into aevttrallnteraeetionlf, 
who, Uke the cute eeetion. of the fonner, do not intermarry with each . 
other, and obeerve .light ditfercneet in their ceremonial anel religious 
performances, at the same time that the inatitution of cutc in ita true 

• "There is DO doubt of the TOOa belonging to tbe Dravidian atock of /aft
JUPI, agredDgmore with Tamil tbaD any of tb, olhel'l, belog IIImply a corrup· 
Uan ohhe '1'amlllllDguge .. spoken by the lower cldle.-40 per cent. belongIng 
to tbe »r&,ldiaD, &DA 67 per 1:4111'. beillg the r .u1e or corruption. 110 oomplotely 
la'aDlformed tbaa their COIIlIeeti01ll cannot DOW be traced. The pl'ODoun., lIumerall, 
irS ud _d Pef.'OD of tea verbal infteetloDl, prove 'hit beyond doubt being 
__ alUed to Tamll."- Vid4I Cllld1«ll. CtJmpat'Gti" Gramma,., 

" Il baa been prOyed by the Rev, Schmidt', Vocabulary of Ute Toda tollgue 
..... &be Toda 1aDpage Is III obIDlese dJaJeet ot the T.mll, coolalniPB lI)a01 
~ dIrec:dy dertYed 60m SaaerU, bile corrapted IDto "or4,.0 4eba1e4 ud 
lwei, DO IWae Is hard III01IJh t.o touch them 00."--0011 CIIIIl t .. BM ~"" 
b~ BidIanl F, BIIl1oD, LiMi., ~1 Jurny, 18111-,* JIIIP .... 

E 
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Brahminieal form is not reoogniud amongtt them. Bill no more did 
r.utc belong to th IlinuOO8 OJ iginally: its orimn is of a recent (late, 
probably about the pcrioowben the pri tly oruer came first into exist
ence and the Brahmins became the dominant race, who, to render the 
line of demo.rcation between themeclv and the conquered races an 
effectual barrier to any intercro 'ng connectlolll being fonned, bli.h
cd thcse elaborate artmccs, !!() that tbe abaence of cute in the Hill tribel 
docs not negativ the theory of their ha"ing had a common origin with 
the H1ndoo9, It cannot be denied, however, that the Rill tribes, in a 
few of their habi and ceremonial cnstoms, contrut Icunewbat with th 
IIindoo raee on th ICOrc chieay of simplicity and primitive charaeter
for instance, in their marr~e cc1ebratiolll; but this ciiaimilarity dOCI 
not exi t in n greater degree tban wbat might be expected, considering 
tbat, while tbe one has remain d in almost itl original 'state of rude 
bo.rbarism nnl1 l'ur:!l innocence, t11C other came long ago under the mett.
morphi%ing inftuence of ci\>ilizntion, 

In reg-o.rtl to P01!1011dr!/, which i in existence to thi8 very day 1U'll0ngat 
the Todawar tribe, it i8 1\ "y~tem wbich bas long prevnllcd in many parts 
of IndiA uud r "arion l)huse~ not only in several par of South rn Indi .... 
but in Thibet, the Ilimalaya.'I, Coorg, Ceylon, 'l'rtn"llncore and Malabar 
nnd Canora, voriou ly modified;· for instance, Among the Jlfarawot·, of 
the South, a mall may marry one or sel'eral8i tel together, and, although 
it is not the rule, it ia made a matter of convenience, PolygIlI'llY in a 
great "oriety of ell.8CS i8 common enough among the higher nd more 
civiliz d classes of the Hindoo races. The marriagc tie ' alllO equally lax 
in principle, and is often di8r~llrded and broken among th m in the 
Hill trib ; bllt thc practice of aUoting one wili to all the brothers of a 

• family fonn mor & rule lU'llong the TOOawar tribe than others. From 
th cril'tllr I we learn that tht! Jews were dircetcdt to rai8e seed for a 
d fnnet brother by eo.htiliiting with hi widow. to d ccnd sueee 've]y 
to:th ,,~ral brotllCl of he family! P r i 118 mo.rry with their mothers, 
sistCl'8, ane daughters." 

)'e1opeed.l& artlcl41 PolyandQ', pp. 

t Deuteronomy. xv, 6. 
! I flnd that th Dr hmln It be • nrnuftl and Palka of Jtyp«e, ViuO

paWn DI trI t, do r.ot allow their widow. to re'-lll&rl'1, but the, _ ........ _ 
CtIfItllClgf t., I~~ yOtlfl!l"l" /woIMr,. 

II Origen WI ~,us, in an i~n!w ... ,.. if ret Ian. at'C n a SOd·lik.1 net ! 



of M nu,u 
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n~" DroJllldi th wif\! of the broth t8 P, Ma.-" The Panda-
r ·ding at EA~ll/ara·1l co (ull ) in disglli AI be gars 

with their mother • K.l4tidn:i.' Rajllh" Dl'1Ilxllla" m II a "ow that he 
ould gi . da b t DroplUli in marria • to tb b t ar 11 , and 
lib th t view opcDed" .. 'iraytl11t l'armn" cOlUJX'titivo examination} 

to all candida at PallCAala (l~l\ianb) tb t" of hi government. 
mKh' VI t up call d Jalu ElltAra/ll, which conli t d of a w len 
'If 1 placed a' tb t p, and !lieh wh as (\(ovid d with a box on 
I axle, throl18h wbleh the arch r h d to tllk aim and hoot hi arrow 
~·h n th wbtcl was in a rotatory IllOti 0, wJLrldng the h dow of " flab 
in a tu of ",a belo, without looking at til au tlUlth objeet abo,' , 
Amon oth the l'andavu, tllisguilled, went to th itlQ!lam l'arom and 
A,pUlt, 0 e or th five brothl'rs, W II th day by cUcctu Uy disc11 rgill 
tb arrow at the wooden fl h placed at the top of the t volving whe 1 
above d ribcd. Drobada (the RI1jM) then gave h1 dan lit r in marri-

to .Arjunen. and c J brated tbe ceremony "ilh gt lit 801 mnity. 'l'bo 
bride w brou M bona by tho 1 ADdavaI; and, on arrinl, they told 
their moth r h.untid vi, before bowin her the bride, that tb y hAd 
brought. rare object., and wW! d her ordel"ll. 10 reply, tho mother iel, 
.. h it CXJually among you fly brothertl.'· They then howeu opudi, 
wh n th moth raid, "it· 1 fi to you t<> Act up or not to your pr mile." 
Th y then agr between them ves to ob ern the direetioQ of their 
moth I, and from that tim Dropllw Will considerl!d tbe common wife of 
all ve hrothen.. 

• Tbere 11 one lnItltatlon ueribed by CwIar kl our IIncCltori. which IJ not very 
O1!dltabl kl th . To Polygamy which .11. not oofrequ 01 arnon tllo Ancl nt 
D&tl,CI of Europe, lind wu, and /I oolYeraal amollr tbo c of AlIa,,, .ublt/· 
toted, aecordlol to blm, polyandry. "T 0 or t1I' In of them hAve tb Ir wlvu 
In common, e.pedally brotbm with brothers, lIlld pArenll 1t"ltb chUdr 0, bu~ 

II then be o~priog, the cbUd II d m d to be hI., who /Jrat upoaHd the 
wgln." I know no ex&IIIple or I plurality of hll.lbaDd. In any part of tho "orld, 
aeep! In lite eue of the people of Dbootan. and of e Hlodu tribe of Southern 
IDdIa at In IJIe e:umple 01 l1li 01 til abratla' to of Coo'1J. AI ho,,· 
e ... c.ar milk nO m n110n of the exlatenct' or !hlt prlWltlce among tb. 0 I,b. 
booriJI« Gafllt, whom tJte Bnt.on. 10 mQCh r mbled, And no (uturo WTlter, 10 
r. .. I _ a_e, haa repea&ed the all , t'on, 1 th nk Ita exl,wnee mll.lt ba 
~e4 very bhttlll, mora etPOCiaUy "hen 1 And that ono of Ita realll&a 
_plHI a nolatiou or the law. 01 nature Ic.elr.->' Elhoolllglc:al Trana., ro!.,-, pp. 
!10-11.-NCIII BwW.-J. erawfard, ',II. , Caur'. Account o(Brll6iJ1.-ED. 
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Some time after, Nat'Gd4 M ..... v., (great saint) came to the Pan· 
daVIUl, and in the eourae of oonvereation recited variOWl anecdotes 'I'fhere.. 
in diBput~. had arilen in oonaequenee of one female being placed common 
to IIeveml pC!1"IIOnt, .nd advised that the five brothers .hould reaide.Jitb 
Dropudi by t\ll1l8, whereupon it wasrcsoived that Dropudi should reticle 
&8 tbe eXj:lusivc bride fur uue year with each brother, so~that each bad 
hiB turn .. bu baud in lh'e years, Jt WAIl Uk1!wiBe determined upon tty. 
in the event of anyone 9f the brothel'll, otbe.r th.lI.u he who "'&8 eoMider
cd the lawful husband for the year, C1it1!ring the room wben they (the 
h1lllband and Dropudi) weTe together, the trespuacr was to go on • 
pilgrimage to bathe in Mcred rivers for one wbole ye:u- to purge ."'.Y 
the lin. Such a fate herel Arjunen during Durmarajah'a turn."" 

Polyandf)i also existed from fime immemorial in tlle ClI8ilmere valley, 
in Thibct, Imd in the Senlik mountains. It is a1110 ~itl to exht in 8)'lbct 
I\nd Catha,,", In the prcscnt day the ,romen of Thibct have three or 1hUT 
husbands, and are as je8Jou8 of tbem, it iB said, as a Turk polygamist. 
Major Cunningham remarks that, among the Botis of Ladak, polyandry 
is strictly confined to brotli ra; eacb fll.mjly of brothcl'8, like tbe Too .... 
halving only one wife common to' them, and th number of hn baudt -
varying from two to four.t Among the natives of Alpine Bengal, the 
custom prevails of marrying one woman to It family of brotbel'8.1 Tho 
lfindOOI believe that their womell are vi. ited by the goda; an instance 
of this 11.1 0 can be tra.ced to the 1~411dllran kings. 'I.'he Pandu IaJah. 
the fl tiler of the five heroes, wu tile son of Viaselt and Pandla; his wife 
Kttllti was II princCM of AlClt1tura, Kunti w sterile which wu attribut-

.. For thIs translation of tilO Mababll.tat, I am indebted to Dly friend. A. Ramt.. 
ebendra Row, Deputy ol1o<:OOr, Manargudl.-ED. 

tV. B.. Levlnge, Esq~ late Collector of M MtU'!o tol\1 me, ,oDu~t!mo ago, Ulai 
Polyalldryexlsted In the Cllmbum vaJl~)' or tbat Di&lrlet and I lind tha Igd 
ia tile cale; bllt wbat ODell formed Olll rlllais no'l!' the excepUon, neverlbeleu It 
Is r'IQOgnlsed ... 8lI lnl.liltutlon among tbe KAppaJiIr eaet.o people, and It doa 
eKiata ,utili. 

~ .. Amon tbalr eoclal customs, tba, to ollr JduI, mOlt revolting '1'. or 
JIolyandty II! aJlIlOli unIversal. The broth ra of a flImlI1 have onJ,y 0" willi 
lIDongst tbem, .0 tllat, a ... rule, the1f'OrP&Il hu from t'l!'O to four blltbanell. " 

NOlc 011 Ladak in 181i7 by Asal.etant Surgeon Uc:nry Cayley, lndiall. H.oieaI 
GueUe, Nov. 1, 18G1, p. 'l(lG • 

• "ToUiYII'.-A1IlODg this tribe, ~tben, 1I,lI_ utJ.lbew&,1Wl other kl ........ 
hQldthcit 'l!'1,.. in c:omm~ll. "- AblU Duboia' .. DelcriptiQA of llao eaw... 
III&1lDWt, aDd euatoUII of th people of In~" Nil a. 
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Cb of Kuma.o.n still pneti~ polyandry. But. to retum 
to the South, polyandry prevailed og ..,arion c in Southern 
India, and i .,., II t cOnfined to the Todu alone. In tbellO installcet, 

e ~ pcrhape was what modified to ult circUDlitallO ,,; thUlt 
tb 'Iiotig a11o'Wed tb woman of a ptU'tiClltlU' Goh-s (family) to 
cobabit .. itb any individual of that GotrCl, bit t the Todas allowed 
0111.1 the bro of a family h&v one WOUltJl in common, 'rhe 
~ of Malnyal lit allowed their WOIllcn to cohabit with mC.D of 
tbeir own or of • higbllr c 'e. In addition to the practice above
mentioned, the 1'Mti!lar, pmcticc a d' erenl c remony, nlUDely, proe
titutingtheir wiv s durlngtho ti tinI of Soobrarttll/lIiya in tho fulfil
ment of certain VOWI!. 'their wives arc pll\Ccd in IIOlitary hut. {lD 

the roadside, and tb husbandJ watch for traveIlera, and ~g of the 
11m pereon met with to go in and ~ohabjt with his wife. This i 
carried out to the Dumber they have etAted in tlJeir vows, and until that 
uumoor is completed tbey bring their wives agMIl !lnd again to the 
looality. until nil! number of strangen bas bcenprooured. 

Amo th V.llalaA cute, in the Colrnbator District, it Wall th COtn~ 
mOD practice, I be11eve, for the father of It family to liv in ince tuoue 
interl;Oune with biIJ own daughter-in-law dwing tho period that hi lIOn, 
the youthful h band, was in nonage, the offtpring of nch intercourse 
beinS a.ftlliated on the tau r. On his arriving t the age of pu!.Jerty, his 
wife and r children were traneferrcd to him.· 

The .y tem of polyandry in ui tence in Travancore, M.I.bar and 
~ it k~ow:n by the term Marumahatavam, or nopotism in tho 
female line, and i. alleged to bave orilfinatcd with Punooramcn (the 
tint king ofM.alabar,) who, on introducing Dl'lIbmln into the cmtrlct, 
and to prevent the disperaion of their Pl'operty, permitted only the elder 
brotben to many, and their 10m Wi r to be conaidered .. family pro
perty; md from the youoger btothcn being celibate!, they were a1lo1rec1 

• In &he Tioue'ully Dlatric,-, ,1m1Lv prllCtlce ox!,,,, 14lO1I, ~. Red41eI. A 
1011111-0DWl of 18 or 20 y8&l'l of age Is frequelltly married to a boy of 6 or 6 
years, or eyeD of. tenderer age. After mllrrlage, .be, Ule Wife, Uve. ,"tll._ 
odaer 1IW1, • aear relaUve 011 tho maternal 'ldf, frequeatl1 &11 WlCIe, aDd IOme
t;l.ae.t 'II'ith ber boy blUbud" own filth r, The prOSflD)' 10 begottell IIl4l aIIIUaW 
oa u. bOy hubaDcl. Wbea t.be boJ eo_ qf Ife, be Iblcll tu. wife all 0)4 
.................. eIIllcFbeariq, So be in bb sam COIItrW. liow. 
wWI JOIIIb oUaer'boy', w1fe, IDeS procrealtf ch.lldml 101 blJll. 
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to cohabit with females or a lower caste, and beir progeny (not being 
Brahmin) could not inherit th" po ion of their fathers. From thla 
atoee tqe promiseuous intercourse in the low. cUwes among the.rmelvC8. 
The femalell, prior to maturity, passed througb a form of mani he 
bridegroom not claiming tlle position and right of a bWlband: these 
girls on attaining maturity are permitted to consort and cohabit witb 
01 many as they pleMC, provided that the individUals are memben or 
their own, or some other cat!te superior to themselves. 

The origin, therefore, of this unique social custom i8 not difficult to 
trace. The particular phase or form under which it exists among them, 
perhaps, bas fIOme connection with their original practice of female 
infanticide, which, causing a scarcity of female8 in the tribe, led to the 
adoption of 111i8 particular sy6telJi. of lDlI!'riage a8 a matter of convenience. 
Or a revel'8e relation of cause aud e1I'eet between thClJe two may bave 

. tea: poly audry, perhll.J!s, pre- xiated, nnd, \\I 8. sequence, the fem.ue 
x beca.me one too many in number, nnd to keep down the ncedlesa die

proportion, female infallticide arosc. But, be this II. It may, the exist
ing scarcity of female oiTspring among the Tadawar tribe cannot be 
attributed to infanticidal murdcr, which iniquitous practice baa long 
since becn abandoned, and, unless tllcir Ilystem of promiscuous cohabit
&tiOll hM 80m occult phy iological effect in determining a preponderance 

, ofmfl.le over femnle offi pring, thi disproportion, I conceive. hi difficult 
to xplain otherwise. 

J..ookiug again lit their ffl.tulr(Jl riu and method of. disposing of their 
. dead, great analogy is foun.a to exist. .As lUIloDg the Tudawarll, 80 among 

the Dindoos of the plain.' ercllUItlon or tbe custom of burning e corpse 
i8 practised; so arc also the customs of keeping the dll&d body laid 
out in 8t.ate,fanwtically dressed Md ornamcuted!or several days (in the 
plaills tb climo.te does not admi' of the body lying in state for any time,) 
and then conveyin it to the cremating groulld, followed by u animated 
prace 'ou ofmoumers chauting lamcutationa relath'c to the good qua
Uti I of th deceased; and the practice of throWing colored gnin at the 
corpse pre\lioua to burning it, wel.llll! of coUeeting and preserving the 
ash 8 and other relice an~r the body hill! been burned, is alao very com.
lUOuly observed.· 

• The TbotlyVl bury their dead. After sOllie little time, lbey eltber ce' 
a little land from tbo grave Or place a few of the \)Ones of the deeet.16d bUo 
a pot, And burr· lhelD At a o.ert.aln place, and put up • stone. Th_ ..... 
or 'Which lOme flfiy or .lxty u. IOlIIetimee _D ., .. place, are wol'lll!ppecl 

• OD Qel'taln da.y. &DDnalty. 
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The annual funeral eereD:\ony () 'he Todawan. again, may be regarded 
iii protQt.rpe of the "T'\(I1)Q.Jklt;.." or fuaeral 
to t, otberwi termed" GoIAaIl",","(Il) or 

,inng of cows to Brahmin by tb 
t\&tW of the low wunlry, eh .... cterUed by the 8&I11C iugular combina
tion of hilarity and grief, bloody ri6.ct: anti 'ft"tillg Qtl tb plU't 

of the friend and relative. who a8IIelnblc on the oeC&l!ion, as aUlong the 
TOdas at their funerld e~ony, with this diifl!fl!ncc, pc:rbl\~ that tbo 
bll.lfaloc j not lbe only anim.l crillccd; goatl/, 8hC\)1~ and row 1~ IUtIO 
being oflh d up equIIIUy U oftw,- Whilst !!Orne tribe offer blootly 
acrltlCd, o\htt'S again sUn»l)' oiThr rice·baU@ and wlLter to the manes of 
the d«eased, for the p~ of upplying the lIuppollCd "lUlU of his 
lOW., 

In li ioa and devotional practices lI~n, the r semblance between 
the lliIl tribes and the lIiodoo8 9f the plain is still more clo aad 

rikin • con crating every hiIJ, d&le, ,tream IUld woou. t 
Like the nil! tribc$, It is well known that tblJ WildOn! alBo hav their 

"G(I()1'()()," or pricats, who, to fi~ them for their olliec!, have to undergo 
ttt'Wn pr p&l1I.tol')' cerel1loniee, somewhat. itlcntit!al with tho c de trilled 
for the Pawl amu PliOjory ~f tho Touawafl. In the retired cOlltempla
tion of rcclW!e8, the self.denying vow places these men beyond the com
mon 8nt.8 ofhmnanity, Tendering them indiflcrcnt to the viti ~itude. of 
climate, and to the ellect8 of cold, heat, hUnger, tbint and Dllkednc(I&./1 
They bue also their cIllO of' ouks and devotee!!, recognized under 
a variety of aam according to the peculiar tcllet. of the IICC! to wbicb 

.. Amon, bloody .. cridcet, boWaloe •• und next to hUlllan being •• 

t To pfOCQTe relief for tho wanderIng aplrn .. Rer death, the, m.lIe III ft 
oWerfnp or tlce, oIIe., in a reUgiold eerem<1ny allllott. unh'er'41lly lutende<l to, 
etI1kd the Shraddbu, and OD wldcb, frequ nUy, a TI.eb \'nail oxpend. not Le •• 
th.II or 400,000 l/.upe -Vide page 60, A tli«lD qJ the lIiAtln"l/, Liw-ttt_ 
~ Btligil1fl qj ,A. Bi.,.dOQ" by the :Reverend W. Ward, 6tb Edltloll, 18011. 

1: Bindoo My!h.ology colllleCtate. every WIl and dale, c"ery foUDWft 8Ild 
dver. every wood and pl.ID,-TIIe 'f'irgi,. Wid<it:r, by II Cbrl,tlall lIJ .. lonar:r. 
Preraec, ~ge i. 

I lodeed, retimneot rrom the world a.Qd IIbttraetlon of mind, wllle4 "" 
lIOdIlt &GIterit e., 'Ie oolllidered the dIttet 'ft • ., to tD.t be.Ut •. -A ""'" 
" .... BiIWy, UlM'IJbM't I11III lltJ/giqrt nj fM BiftllllH, by Ule &,VtAd w. WUIS, 
~tla EdiUoo. 1M3, p"e h? 
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tbey are attached." 'l'h_ .yeral 8ICre<1 cbaracten, it ia &180 weD 
knowu, delight in the same IIOI't of retired life and in aimile.r practic:ell of 
.elf-abnegation, and are regarded by the with an almOIt ~ 
degree of respect aad awe II ia the Palal among the TOOawar tribe.t 
Then again, the Rindoos have also their sacred herds of cattle, whic:h 
are attached to their plAeel and temples of worship, the produttl of 
which arc re'Rervoo exclusively for tbe \llle of the Gooroo and other 
Jl&cred functionaries officiating in Inch places.t Eaeb eaered ht'f'd a.hIo 
hu its Karoh-pU4100 (a cow whose udder is black, and which is beld 
in great esteem by the IlinaOOll) or queen-cow, which ialooked: upon ... 
eacred Object by the peOple, and i known from the rest by a bell 
attacbed to its neclc,~ and by its black pointe and other marI.ol beauty. 
The milk £toro this cow is 110 much revered that the common people will 
not even touch it, much lesS buy or make UIle of it for any baee pu~. 
Theile animals are g<>nerally mottled white and black, th udder being 
black. When an animal of thi color j, calved, the nativea do not keep 
it., but give it aWB.Y to Brahmins, either wben young or after it lw 
grown up. Tbe animal itself is also prirueged and petted by all, 
and allowed flo roam and browse wherever its .fancy lilteth witht:'ut 
molestation. Every morning, before the temple doors are opened, 
this B&Cred cow is led forth by til Rindoo priest, with the ~ 8UJIpended 
to ita n.eek, to the front of the acred portals, and no mortal dare peep 
into the 8allCtufJ\ 4anctQrum of the temple befor this highly revered 

"But the molt startling form of tbelr reJlglol1 - found lU the relired 
contemplation ohecluae.. Tbe rigid, self· denying "OW of the Yogi ill Intenle 
&Ild aU excluding. It places him Above tlu reqnisttton of aoeiety; it lIlylft 
1111 connootLoll with a common humnplty, and It rend I'll hltO IndiJrcrent to cold 
and bll&t.. to hunger and n&kodn ... "-7'ie V'u-gi" WidclD, by a Christian lU,
.Icnary, Preface, page v1. 

• They !tbe GooJ'OOs) reDorally r Ido In & kind ot monast.erlea or ilUulaled 
hannltag08, generally called IIICIlcIm, and mo", tbemsel.v but aeldom 1u pub. 
lie.-1'age &~, Ab&i Dt#lKtli dut:riptic. (lJ tle c~, ""'_', aM CtIItlmI. t(/ 
tM pteple qf Tnd\o. 

t Yogi I but another name for Pal, ani. 

: Tile cow, AS • form ot BTtugvl.ltliie, I! &Il obJect or wonblp, and recel yea 
the homage of RlnclOOll at an aQnllal festivaL-A DNID .qf t.W HiItIwy, ~ 
alld .lWtgbr. W' (Tte lHlIdooa, by the ReVl!1'6IId W. Ward, 5th !dlUoD, ..... 
JIICt 29-

I The Tod. <10 the WIllI tlrl,,«. .bd AI 00,.. do !lOt th.rlft fill u.. 
lfelllbfln'l... the,. eep bl1 illlitead, ud IIIIJI4IId tile BtU to .. IIIII'a-
lo', IleCk, jldt as the Htndoot do to the OO'll'.-ED. 
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el , MIt'I interior of the tmnptf', after wbleb 
pen, and the nsual matutinal Mnicetl al"4! 

flut lSPlrt from this saC!' d chlU'Uter, th cow, of II domesticated 
llui • h ever held a forolllost position in th t~ and favor of 
the nin<loo e1 Each hou!!el10ld or flUllUy hns it tin'orite eow, 

bieh Is looked upon almost .~ a member f the family, and is IS much 
cared for and cheri hed U oue or their own chililrcnt. Tho dcath of one 
orthe animals prollucc. In .. UiOtl00 fAmilylU\ equal tlcgroo of ellMtion 
and grief as that or any humtln membcr of it. TIlo milk is rC!:tarded 18 

a sacred ptodll'Ct., and el'cn the very excr ment anti urino of tho animal 
rc iUTeatOO with variOll' ""trologlcal attributes lind prophylactic virtues 

in thc unel1ltitated mimi of th Iliudoo~. 

Th cl of IIhtJIllerd!! or milkmcn again, amongat the Hindoo8, 
though by e tc holding a .cry inferior position. i highly favor d by 
virtue of the funetio1l8 they ucrcieo in mUldng the cow. E en the 
I!I.IlC)ti~l gooroo, or the 1tl000t IICnsiti\'c Dral1mill, will partalce of the 
milk or 1.\1Uer which may bave been ever 110 freely handlefl by the 
filt.hieA of this dMi. 

Aeeordfn to Hindoo history, KrilliM, ODe of their principal dcitied. 
incarnation wa once II cowherd, and hence tbi' clUB came in part by 
its highly privU ged chlU'lCtor. 

Thus, it may be readily undcntood, how the butrBlo§ with it. beDS 
(in the absence of. better ~ 8 of kine lUlled to the trying climate of 
the mll.) came to be deitied, and to play IUch an important part in the 
rcligion of the N ilgherry Todawlll'l. 

The kine met with on the plaine ill. poor stunted breed, compared 
with which the Hill buffalo ilia noble animal. 

• Among other anlmlllll, the bufl'alo Is wonhfpped-'fide Section V, UDder the 
head "other a.nimaIt wonbipped," page 161, Ward'. lU,l4r"JI, Lil#fJf,ul't 0114 
Mlgion of tA4 BmtlixM. 

t "In 1fonhlppiDg tbe COlI', DO lmpo fit 1IMd, blli W'or.hlp I. pedormod btlfor • 
• jar of W'ater." 'lao Todu nbltitllte m1Jkfor water, 

l The YIIl'Y dWlg of the coW' it eaten .. III atQl1eDWnt rot .In, IoIId, W'lth It .. 
1ldne, it ated in wonWp-:ote page 29, Ward-.A 1IW (if eM BIIto"N. IAUrlUw. 
_ &lj~ of tTu DitlJtxJf, 6th Editton, 18C3 • 

• Tuna had a blllt'alo (or hi. nhicle, 1UICl,. the SbrAddhu deW:-or re,eat of 
fueDI rite.-Wa.rd, page 21, Idem. 

, 'lIl. bell repruated III UlIIwIde or Gullbll" the pdent 01 • ., •• -
Wan! I idta. 
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Many of the racee on tbe plaiulllWo adore theliUn. Inll bclie\'c equally 
in the doctrine of transmigration of !lOW ,a do the 'l"odawa.TS. In fine, 
in the religion of tbe TodaY;lIn, we have presented to our \oiew .. trUI! 

IIkelewnpicturc of religion Illi it anciently e%isted, and before it became 
adulterated with idol-worship, easte artifice, and othcr (icviees of pri~
eraft, wlJicll had no existence until tbe e~ when the 13rabminical order 
became the ascendant clnjn Southern India. 

PART Ill. 

CAIRNS AND OROMLECllS. 

{ CAlrni a monumental heap or810nCi.} 
Ctom ech, 4 i1at .tone on uprl8111.1. 

l~hil account of lhe Bill tribes of the Blue moulIta.inlmay not be con
sjdpred compl",tc without allUSIOD to these ancient remaitll, whicb hne 
been IOmc\vhllt connected with one or other of thcee tribes, and, under 
the circumstances, it would be ncceesa.ry that a cunory glAnce I!hould be 
taken of them. 

'£0 sbow that these cairns or cromlechs arc not confined to tbese nUll, 
but are scMtered aU over the nills and plains of Solltllern India Is not 
difficult. 'I 0 mile, west of the lake of the Red lIilla ICVCraJ cairns 
exist, of which II description i briefly given in 'the (ann of 1\ femo
lIaudum in the MadrAll Literary Society'. Journal, No. 21, October to 
Deccmbcr 1888, page 346. l'be cairn it Mid t{) {or:m 1\ parallelogram 
within a circl, of vllrious dimenalon ; (the sqUJII'C and circles) squurcs 
6 feet long allu 2~ to 4 wide, diameter of the circle 1 foct; and Iluder
neath 1\ granite sUlb is found, an eartllen vessel filled witb hUlUIlD bones; 
and piecc8 of broken pottery are said to lie about those that hal'c been 
opened, and the ,"riter believes that in all probability they were intro. 
duced prior to the introduction of Hindooisl1I. 

The Bcvcrettd J. . Kearn li 'ouary ot the Soci ty for Pro})IIt:,'1ltion 
of the Gospel, 'l\1llclras,deseribes some of tllC5e calms in tbe ~ladn. 
LiterAry Society's Journal, No. lX, New Serie Volume V. (Old 

rics "Xl, No. 48, NC 27, 1 59)-a foulld t CourtAllum, 8. village 
in the Tenkasi Tllluq of the Zillnh of 'l'inne Uy. Mr. Keam8 giveJ 
dra.w\ug& of \ll'l l'lOttery, spear-head hog spcartI, 'woro piece &0., u 
found in th me of the urns are said to mcas\1,l'e 4 feet in height 
and a.bollt S in grellt t diameter, without. GTllsment, tb moutha only 
~ng 1\louldc.d iuto bead-work. m arc without them; othel"l are 
dcsetibed as of eolrae manu{teture. but atrong awl durable. M.r. Ke&nlI 
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oml\t, Volum .. "r • PlU'ts rand 11, 1847, pIIg 111, 
nd '\'. Taylor allude to aptain C'{lO t 'VC'A article, and 

publiab a coup\ of translations from thc V crnacular, giving 1m Rccount 
of cairru, with remark by 11itruK:1e. ir. 'taylor ttnull' to having 
nl~t wilh a gentl man who told him of tb tomb Md grotto hou 
(ound at ittoor. hi h, on being open <1, were faunu to contain pol~ or 

and thllt the r c ptl\cl tbat contain d them ere temled Pa'li" 
Pa1lliaNJ, and that. tll contents f th eel w ro ex mined by a 

(tdical ftic l' who declared that the bones w r not human. 

Tbe kitchen utcnm. found in th ca.irnt are those .t ill in Ulle among 
the n"ti,.e of Southern Indie., but tho na.tiv know notlling of tb 
eairn. The R erend ft. Taylor ltate that tbey are termed PallIa 
Our:i, PwJdll C'tuzi, lOmlmba Cur%~ c., and the nati ve wrote that 11. 
had n tb In in lCVeral plac of whllt i. now termed .the ,{adr1l8 
Di rict. The,. are aoo met with, I know for" fllct, in most District. of 

uthern Indit.. h. Taylor explains tb differ ut name given to them 
by nativ . T find th t tbey are invariably termed Pa7lta or KurunUJa 
C#rzi. Both theee terms are the mOlt popular not ouly with the learned 
but tbe ignorant; and are generally connected with the rule or the 
Pandnu; they are more or I alike wherever met with, ditrcring in 
_ and form in the same locality II w U II in the .vew districts. 
TbiJ probably it in accordance with the ditTerent degreet or rank cnjoy'cd 
~e people who erected tbem. From my 0Wll perlOTlal experience. 
MId tbe .vera! excavation. J have made, on general principle. the eon· 
tenta weft all more or Ie alike : in lOme pIau. the unu, j41'l1, pot., &e., 
are more or I ornamt:nted, nd il\ otben, plain. ThCIIC ~ 1 ftwl 
are or three ditrerent kiDd, : IIOIJIC are or red or black clay; tbe INllatter 
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veaell are nicely made and finely glued; the larger potI and jan are 
IIODlC1Illat c:oaree; and thc more large pol.8 and trough-Jike vc.::)s are 
coarser 81m in make. Captain Harkneu in hit DelCription 0/ " 6i1¥fVlar 
olioriginul race inhabitillg thIS Neilgwry .Hilu 1832, gives an account 
.of tho cairns with a draWing of urn .. andanimall found in them-vide 
pages 33 to 30. Captain J. u.chterluny believes that tbcte eairn8 
belonged to some peculiar race who in former times inhabited these Hills, 
and that tht.'Y afford no clue to the history of the TOOas; and the 
Il8IIUDlption that the 'rOOM nre the dcsccndants of Scythlan~ and the 
cairns, the work of their ance8tcJ'!l, is erroneous-vide his Geographiclll 
and Stutittical lJfemoir oj a SurtJe!l 0/ the Neilgherrit!I, 1847. 

'.rhe ornamelltlltioll consists of bead-work in Telief, 80metillles fanning 
zig-v.ag raiscd edges. Among the excavations J made in the Madraa 
District, I found 11\.1·go and emrul veI!scls of varioU8 kind ; batchet iron, 
without LtwtllclI; spenr bends; iron tubes, like the cut off cnds of a gun
barrel, uscd probably M blow pipes; and long ilion pins, &0. From 
these fucts it appears to me that the cairns and cromlechs found on 
the Ncilgberries have the same origin as thosc interspcteed on the 
plmlll! and otber HiU plllteauB of this Peninsula, and are most probably 
of the same age. As rego.rds the omamento.tion and other alight 
differences, they may be o.ecoWlted for by local peculiarities. In proof 
of tllis, I can cite similar instances in connl.'Ction with what is known 
ft8 the C'utmvah ('()tlii, which c;onsists ill some Nccm, Peipul, or 
DallcllIl tree being selected and dedicated to a virgin goddea.

f equently large white-ant burrow exists here, and it may even 
form dIe residence of • cobrA. 'fo thc prcawing deity, offc.ringw of 
men, borscs IUld cattle, &c., are madl! in t rra col.ta, or baked Flay, 
afWr tbe UtlU(ll Dlanner of pottery, lUlU ate plllCI.'<l under the 81111(1e of the 
tree lly childless women ill fuliU.alcnt of vows made. Th tIC offerillgs 4I'C 

supposed to propiti I.e the godd • who take- up her renuenee (11\ the 
tree, to enable her to open the, barren womb, and confer the bl 'Ilg of 
Jnatcrnit~'. In lIODle places heaps and heaps of earthen imagea, "hieb 
have aeeumulMed for ages, may be ~n, but the finish and ornamenta
tion of these di1l'erent statues vvy, not only in the aame but different 
plaees, aeearding to the age of the vestels and qualifications of the potten 
who formed them. In the South Ilimilar offering1l are frequently made 
to some of the uumeroUfl &ncI'llY hOU8C8 met with in these parts. 

That dIe "'cral cairns, crOmlechs, c., contain vasas, urns, abel 
'farlou, k ' of dOIll $tic \~tensils and glued pottery of VIrion. ·fOrma, it 
certam. differing uni' slightly in lil4ke and lObape. anlt it would ~ 
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that 101M of thtIe conqin uh of what is beli!:Ted t tlf' ~mn ted bocli~, 
&om the apeciDlCIlS of animal bon and cbareoal fowd in th m. 

Doctor II cilln hi mpuath' Dravidian rammar, pag 52(1, 
eta that 'mUar remains arc met with in .. i~a and Rum,,; and 
circlet 01 stones surrounding ancient gray Ilr found both ou the 
• u1hern Arabian Oout and in tU~ 'tn Ii country in AfriclI. 

The 1'1)(1 them hes IIttribute tb C3!r1l foMU Oll the N ci1llherriet'l 
80m tim to a p4.>Qple who pr cdt..u them, lit olllel'l! to tb Knrumbu, 
all'\ tlull flIey fi rmeil tb\lir buri 1 p!ncee. 'W \l now know tbllt ~b 
cairns are m t :tb. llot onl in our own, but in the islel' Preaitleucil .. 
lbo-in fact thr IIghollt th I'cnill lila. of [lldia. 

On the Ndlgllcrrie there IIJ' till 0. Ji·w clllros that have lIOt been 
() cd: I ·W of tbe may be en about tllr mile out on the 
~ Iakoort roo.il, on thc cre. t of UIC UiIls, called by tbe TOOM II C""lHI 
and 'arret .. •• .La.rgc numbers of cairns IIm1 crmnl chs, wbich have 
been untouched, arc met with in the .Msurlll hittoor and RalclII 
D' trict. It il!l gc.mcraJly believed by tb N tivc8 tbo.t these cairnll and 
cromlech. IIrc tho work of the followcn of the Pan(1eftll Kings, and that 
they at on \i.me rltled on the N cilghcrrjcI al!IQ. 'l'b~ Toc.ll\8 IIntL llAda-

, 81S likewi beli ve this, wbUe IIOmc of them attribute thelD to tho 
Kurumba. :I'be Hcvcreud Mr. Mebl i also of the latter opinion, and 1 
am inclined to coincide with tbis gentlcllW.l. We know tbllt tho 
Kurumbu were interepened o.ll ovar Southern India, lind were driven 
from thence probably by their conquerors to tho jungles IUld IliUs they 
at PI' t ~cupy, and it 1K!Clll5 likely to have been their work, executed 
poIIibly during the Pandean Dynasty. a IlUccemon of kings; fui. I. a.IJo 
tbe popular belief among tbe N ativet gcnen.lly. The objection brought 
agalWlt this view by 10m wriwn is th"t the Kurumbllll, a race, arc 
or a dwarfi h stature, lind phyliclllly week and feeble, nnd that they 
could not have \:>e(ln able to move the large DlIt*l!lCt of stone which .form 
tIle cromlechs. 'fo thi I would an.w r-look lit most of the Hindoo 
temples and muntapums, wheT~ lArge mUtlCt of .tone and buge mono
lithic pillan are to be eeen ; bmv were the moved to grcllt diJto.nccl and 
made to occupy tb positions ''Ie Bnd tllCID in at prcaent PTbe Nlltivet 
were not generally conver nt with ilJt;d mecbRnical ppliancea, .ncb 
U CI'aIIu, pulley., licc.; yet b W" frcqu nllyllo we witn IS, cven in the 
praent day, in remote pan., tbe with wbie.b they mov and raille 
to loft positions buge DlILII_ of stone!! by trimple means. Tbi ill ctfoc:ted 
far greater put, it' true, at the cxpellJC of much human labor; but 
&om &he fact or labor being always plcntifwand ch<:aI' in India, it i. not 
looked upon iu the light as we do. We bow, &leo, how that, 



46 TllIDES DiHADmlfO THE NElLOH£RlU&':4. 

during Native rule, humab labor was impreaed tA> execute gigantil1 
works; and, with these fact~ before us, we need nOl despiJe the dwarfish 
ll~tUl'e and fe~ble physique of the Kurumbae, for their deficiency in llizc 
and strength is made up in numbers, when they must have formed large 
oommunitics.· 

r have observed in the South, among the lI.a.rAVllr people, that ibcy 
frequently ere<:t. in front of their dwelJings, 8<Juare sbeds, open on all 
sides on a raised floor, and under thiJ a lArge l1it.t tone iJ placed on 
811ppt'lrta raised two or t.bree feet Ii'om the ground. On this atone, all 
their chief domCltic nnd rclibriou ceremonies are conducted. A good 
exam pI of this lIIay be SCCD In the palace of Sllcvagungab, wbere it is 
termed J\url'tlnkul chml'ku!/. Q,lld 1 have sccn inular erectiC1ll8 at other 
hOU/ilC8 in IUld aoout • hevllglmgrili !lnd elsewhere. To me tbeee shrines 
appear to have /lOme MCllit connection with the crornleclts, and to be in 
a me4l!ure figurative oHilena. 'J'bese ar erected in individual bonae$, and 
I!hould not be confon.ndcd with what may be frequently IlCCll in tbe 
Cuc1du})ub, J{urnoo~ lJella.ry, a.nd oIlIer Districts, where large alabs of 
gl1l~i!l8 or blne lime stone nre plRCcd in the vllIagCl! nnder flOme shMY 
tt-c and on whic~, dU1'il\S their leisure moments, the men squat tbem; 
selves to discuss the gup of the day or tlle more imrlOrtant affairs oftbcir 
IIgriculturaJ opcrution. These pJa.eeli also fOlID th head-quarters of the 
Villnge Punchnyets during their sittings . 

.. Since tbll paper wu written, 1 bad Rft opportunity, dllrioll' a wur ill Coarg 
in JanuArY 18G , through tllo kindness of OnptAin Colo, tbe Superlotendcnt, of 
~XlLmlning &01110 CfOllllooh1 III the vlci.nity of V{lIIra,jendrtlpctt, ",hicll On~1l 
Cole waUbeD havul!: clcD.rcd. About Il'.Oupie of miles fromilie vlUoge of Veera
Jllndrapett, In tll aumlnlt of '& mil and some two or three reel ander ground, a 
double (\()Il or crollllecb In ll\\c(ect order 'IV" tben Cllpoted-tht& ""U built of 
1la.t upright slabs of gllc1as and w a covered oyer by a lingle &lab of the _ 

lIIaterill- tbolntcrior "AS dtvidod into two, each forDling & tort of paralellQg1'&lll 
about. 8 X 4. fllet-the (toot slab Il&d a. sort o( acDli-.eirclllat opening &~ ita up1*' 
l)lLI't, M j t nctlre<l til roof of eaeh cell, which was tllO only opening leadiq to 
the Illt<lrlor. 1 SIIW Jevcral atbers chlQ/l,y &ll1g10 cells, scattered in the 1'icinlt,. 
of tho above. ""ltielt werG not e.learoo, bll~ were more or less injttred, and (rem 

.... haI. I hWd from the Nat.lT'06 of tbe Illate, and IIIW (or myHlf. these have ~ 
brolul!1 into by the allor!) III ionner tJDlfll, tbejr cupidity DO doubt temptlB' 
them to eearcb for ~uro, wblcll they boti vw WI. hill ill \bQe placeI.-ED. 



.. 

P T IV. 

KURU BAS. 

K_IItbu.-From (§Pr.i-4 (Kllrumhoo) mi chicf, th' chlU'aCteri~tio 
of a cla! ohav who re wpposcd to be tbe nhorigin of outhern 
India, from hi h the term Kurumbll is clorh"cd. 

tribe, bo cal1 them h aDd are l'CI:o 11001 lUI KUfumblWl, haviug 
thrte lUlJ..div iona v.monlt tb -'m. vii --

I. ullu KUfumba. 
•• Wayn KUMlOlba. 
a. Panl .. KurumbA. 

'l'b thrtt are alike in eMl.c, loeilll and dome tic habits, &c., but 
cbi fly derive th Ir appcllation from the localities in wlucll they naida, 

• body. they couftne their habitations to tho middle belts or hill or 
Intermediate lopes. -

The Mulll' K"rumfxu chielly occupy the mi{ldle belte of thele hills, 
"hile the other two dhiJIions are confined to the lower elo{ICs, or ara 
illhabit.nt. of the Wynaatl jungl ,but the tribe generally is rccognized 
as moullta.inccfl!. Portions of the same tribe 111"0 IlCattcr d over many 
plU"t. of Sontlltrn India, more espechilly to the ROClth, IIond 1\8 a wdr arc 
10m what erratie and re tic", migrating from plnce to place, electing 
generally some form or jungle, either on the umrnlt, ~lopc, 01' rna.,c of 
lIOU} hilly tract, for their tcmpomry aOOde. 

Pltlllitol Appearcmce.-Thc Kurumbn. tribe arc smaliln staturo, and 
have a lIqualid and somewhat uncouth Ilppefltnnce trom their peculiar 
pby.iognomy, wild matted hair, anu elmo t nude bo,lics, An Ilvcra.gc ot 
24 Kururobu givCI the following measurement!!, &c. :-

Age. 30"20 yean; height, 60"04 inche.; clrCllmferenec or bead, 20'24 
-mort from end to end with a lofty erown or (lomc-, nml a prominent 
forebead i neck, 11'04 inches; the t, 30"11) j arm!!, s"n; thighll, 111'27 l 
1eDgth of I1'1M, 29"40; length of' halld, 0'74; l)r I(Hh of bandl, 3'18, 
lensth of lege, 83; lengtb 1>1 feet, O'71S: breadth of' feet, 3'2" InebCl/ 
uad in weight (avoirdupoii) 100'4-' pounds. 'I'b y have a .hortltb and 
tpare bill of body, with a peculiar wcdg4l-,haped face and obt1ue facial 
IUlfrle; cheek. hollow, with prominent mala.n or cheek bonCiI .lightly 
pointed chin iey ell moderately Ill1'gtl, A.nd freqllently blood-.bot ; color of 
Irialee dark brawn (No. 1 of Paul Braeu' Tablet); the nolO haa a deep 
iDIleatMion at the root about I t inch in depth, which it general, 
IIDIl wben ~utruted with the profile, or line witb the ridge of tho DOlO 
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and 01 /rDnIiI, j gil' them a very peculiar exp 'on of feature. 
Distance of owth of hair from root of n p, 2! inch ; length 
of note, It; alro, \ndcned; nomWt, JrJ~; breadth ot nostrill, 1 jnch 
and 5 Jill ndge Ii btly depre BCd, Tb bair i 10 and blade. Uld is 
grown matted and traggling, m what wary, and it IIOmetim tied 
into a knot. with 1\ pice of cord on h crown or baek: of th hc.d, while 
tho cuds arc allowed to be free and floating. They bne ecarcely any 
moustacbe or whllkel'll, and a traggling IICllnty beard; oeeIUtionally one it 
met witb who hu a full moustaeb • wlilikcrt and beard. They are 

a body sieldy-looking, pot-bellied, large-mouthed, prognAthoull, 
with promincut out- tanding teeth and thick Ii -frequentl Ii va 
dribbl away from their mouths. They are recognized by the Toda 
tribe u mountAineer., and are ealled by them "Ctub.... and from 
whom they euet certAin nices. The men ahow great agility in 
elimbing and dcsecndin bUla, tr &e. 

Th \fOUl en have much the same features u the m n, only IIOI1lcwhat 
lI01l.cned in exprc iOIl. and slightly modiflcd in feature, with .wI 
pug note, and Burly aspect. Tbeir general appearance i anything but 
propos elling. Ilair ti d .. t the bt.ek, carel Iy divided in tb centr J 

and the aid scraggy. Some of them are of nail taturc and coane 
build; othert lIIl1lIller and of d liCAtc nlake, An averag of 12 giv 
tb following m urcm ntl, 1 regr t that 1 was unabl to complete 
h usual number of 25 :-

Age, 17 yca",; beight, 54'26 inch i eirol1Dl1'cHnco of heed, 19; 
neck, 0'75; eh t, 26"25; anna, 7''Tfi ; thigh ]I'SO i length of anna, 
24'50; length of hand, 6'75 i breedth of hand, 2'3 ; I ngth of I gI, 

3 ')0; length of 11 t, 8'25; breadth of 11 t, 23')5 inch ; weight 
(avoirdupois) 08 pounds.. 

'l'h y IU' very shy of strangers, ecclcing shelter to hide thCD1llllvee 
from vicw, v ry morose hen lpok D to and eeldom replying to ques
tiona put. 

Drt".-Tbe m n have lC&I'CCly any e10tbing beyond their ~. 
th ugh eome 11 w, well-to-do, are m t with°dreleed like other uti .. 
Th OlDen ha e mcrcly a picee of cloth round the chest, exteDdi.at 
from under th anna to the kn ; otb bue only a 1f1IiIt e1ot.b. 
having their b and other parta of the body expoItlCl aDd nabcL 
Some r. w wbo can a1lord it have better tlot.hlng, aDd cover their breMe&; 

The eloth' tied with a cord or strip of bark und r the armpita, aDd • 
lICOOod cord eudrcl th waist and keepe the doth bouacl, prod ... _ 
ugraceM aDd Itift' appearan 
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11lltJgu IUId nMu.-Thcir villages are term d H Mollo," and nre 
gI!l1eraUy located at an lcvation of :a or :1,0<>0 f, ct in mountain 
clcl\s, siena, or fo t shcltered localiti;: compl'i ing one 10llg nlllU"tn\ nt, 

tending tlvm 30 to 50 icct in length, seare 1, IS fi'ct 1ligb, loosely lind 
scantily covered witli thatch, g. lenv s and b nclles of tncll, walled 
around by brushwood or bAmboo l>iaitingt, and divIded by the lIaUIe into 

vcro.l apartlncntll, cneh not exc cmng or 10 filet IIqUt.ll'c. 'there 
is neither door nor door-fnunc, but the buts are shut at n.igbt by placing 
plaitiDgs of bamboo or brushwood against the opening. l'beir dwellings 
arc usu.uy urroundcd by ll1Iall ptLtches of cultivation indifferently lUlU 

y cultivated, without the usc of manllre of any kind. 

HotII,lIo1d F1CMlilur,.-'fbey hove no funlilur i their utcnan co.m
prise one or t \vo cbnttit!!, ... e els of ba:m boo, ond bottl II gourd, elll:lJs, 
&e. At one time it il belJeved that they clirl not po even a oooking 
vCSltl: tlat tonca were betted, and on them their grain was parcbed. 
Some have lLnixnAl akilll, othm bamboo plaitin I!, to sleep on, and 80m 

eep on the bare ground without anything. Tho who] family huddle 
thel'\'l.telvet togeth.er into. /lingle hut, and frequently have not mfflcicnt 
room to .tretc:h themsclve!I at full length. 

LaJWUOGe.- Their .pceeh is a oOl'TUption-of Oanareec and 1'amil, amI 
IItMDg tbcl!llIelveI they give a peculiar tWllllg to their word" that with
out lOme practice and familiarity with them they cannot be CIIIlily under
stood. They have 110 written language or tradition of any kind, and 
know nothing of their ancestor •• 

~ltivatiqlt.-The nrioUl dry grains, eqillice, Indian corn, yalI1ll, lind 
IODIIe of the common t vegetablee are grO'lro by them in extremely Imall 
qaaa&itiea, but, as • rule, they do not cultivate. Frequently, a piece 
of jaDgle it rudely cleared, the 80il rOll{!hly broken up, aDd suell 
teedt u they can obtain from the vilJag in tlle vicinity (plaint) 
arelCattered OIl it; 8Omctime!l patchct of' land at" ilistance from their 
abIde8 ant cultivated in like DlaJlJler. They a180 ha.ve tbe plaintaio, 
..ap. jeek, md other fruit tr , which in a lWlnner grow wild in the 
.-.u:,. W1UD Uaeir cultivation iI at me diitawle, the family remove 
dIfthcr dar:iDB han. time, inviting their tiilDdaw JoUl, ndzeapiag only 

• 0 
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10 much u is requisite for their immediate wanta. The grain 10 reape4 
ill broken between stones into rougb meal, and boiled into porridge or 
baked into cakes. 'they n~er store the produce of tbeir haneat, or 
preserve any for future occa.si.on .. but eat wbile ther can procure it, liviD, 
in idlenesa and making merry wbile the supply lute. Sometimel the 
community unites, and live" on the produ.ce of a single family, moYi~ 
in 8UCce88i.oU from one plI-tch of cultivation to another j and ~hen the 
who'te of the 'Cultivated plota are exhausted, there i. no ot.bcr teIOllree 

left them but to fall baclt on the produce of their fruit tree. in &lac 
neighbourhood, 8UCh as the Jack and Plantain, with other wild fruit. ; 
or the community ecatters, each family taking ,. different clirtetiOD 
toward. the junglee, in teArob of boney, edible roots, and fruits. They 
arc fond of tqc cha8C, and arc expert in waylnying and destroying 
animal either by nooses, ,nets, or rude eonstruetiona of .tone p. 
Thus they frequelltly Uve OD the flesh of the Sambr«, 8POt.t.ed deer. 
squirrel, wild cats, rats, make!!, &e. metimes they engage tbCU\.lClvee 
as laborers, and are very expert in feUing jungle. ·and forests, cutting 
wood, I!qlll1ring timber, &C., but don't take kindly to other kindt of 
mIlDunlle.bor. FreqURutly, they arc 80 hal'dly pI' sed from want. thllt 
tb.e men take to the junglell,and the women to the villages in the 
vicinity. where they crave for and receive the refuse riee, rice-water, 
Sec., and will sometimes do a little work in cleanillg, winnowing; Ol' 

grinding gra.in. for wbichtbey receive w~ from the women of the 
ditferent village., In the ahape of mall quantitie. of cooked food or grain. 

C'u1l1llD1Iiel.-They have no marri go ceremony, but are guided by 
fancy, .. nd aft,er some time of cohabita.tion they tUe it into their hetlde 
to get up a feaat, wheD they prom.i e befor frienda to live together III 
l1W\ and wife i but 80me of them who are suftici ntly en.I.ightelled by 
1i'«luenting neighbouring villages carry out some trifling eerem.oniea in 
their aU mpt4 to ape the lIlndoos, wb n they feast tbeir friends IlCCOrd. 

ing to their means, followed by a getleral bathing and dreui.ng with DCW 

cloth~ and dancing together promillCuously on 811Ch oeeuioDJ, 

CClf'~mo1lio'Offi« •. -Tho Kurumbaa wbo live on th H.illll offi~ 
III priest. to the B~ another tribe which fotuUI the chief population 
ofth lIills. l'be Badaga will do nothing without the praeuee 
of III Kurumba, 80 that each eli triet baa ita own Kurumba priest. 
No eulth-atlon can be carried out "ithout the preeenee of one or morti 

Kurumb... Tb K.u.run)baa, after lOme unmeaa.ing ceremonies, 
start the ,fil'1lt 1.lough, sow til first h8.lldiul of eeed, and gather the .... 
abeave~ before it is ~llOlfed up by th Bad.Igas. Someti.mea, OIl IUh 
occaaiona, they- fllUificc • wep, goat, or other Wmal, of .uwa 
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DeiIU,.- They hold IOIIle crude otion of a IUperior being, whom 
they deaigaate under a variety of IWD with no diltiDct idea u to 
w40 or hat he '. They 10 Umea 0 til' IIC.rifu:a of fow}" tbeep, 

with fruit. and f1owent, to ally Itone, tree, or aIlt-hilJ; or they 
.. yldotatiClll wader diven appellatioaa to ally part.Icular 1ocali&1 which 
&IM:1 may take a faDc, to. 

s.p.rrtitioiu.~The Kurumbu 1ft IUpeI'ItiQoaI, iDd while they keep all 
.. od..r tn'bet (III tbe.e 8m. in .",e, tIii1 tJMD*In. far the TodaI, 
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believing that they poeIeSIJ mpematural powers over them. They lite 

fancifhl in their ideas, Ilnd \Vould at limes wursrup anything they meet 
with as ad 'ity. Th y are uid to bold in retpect, and make ofFerings 
at, the 4iKerent cairns and cromlechs met 'With on these Hill , md from 

' which it is belic"cd that these cail11ll and cromlecha are the work of their 
Moestors. Agrtinst too, their weak and d\\·arfcd fltAt~ ill brought for
ward us fln objection, ftJI mo t of these cairns and cromlechs are built 
of buge stones, Buell as is believed the Kurumba tribe could Dot move in 
the absence of suitable appliances. Again, tbe Toda.a, who are the fuat 
occupants of these Hills, and whom the Kurumbu followed, know nothing 
of thCflc crurns and cromlechs, and it is not po!'sible they would have 
been ignorallt of the work ohhe Kurumbas if they were the originator 
of these siuh"1llar depositoriCfl of the delld. Bllt lIIlmc of tho Todatl do 
attribute tbe cairns and eroJ.l;llechl;, to the Kurumbair. 

n ·$elI&~.-TllI'·Y are subject to fev!'.)'. small-pox, ophthalmia, rheum a
tiem, and dropsy flBa rule. They do not adopt allY treatment, but at 
the iustigation of the old womcn they frequently resort to ' various herbs 
roots,&c., ' with which they practise on others. 

Proutlci. tif t11~ Jtt1lgle,.- They obtain frGm the jungles eeversl kinde 
of grain, fruits, medicinal herbs, root, honey, and becs-wax, which they 
blll'tcr to the low country :people for grain. and cloths. 

REauau-The Kurumbaa, or e.rbl, are believed by IIODlC to have 
been a clastt of nomadic shellherds of tbe plain at one time, wbo were 
the co.rliost kllOwniuhabitants of the Dravidaduam, or country now 
embraced in the CIlmn.tiC or Coromandel. Tbey at oue time tabliabed 
petty pri.ncipalities in the greater part of tlWs Peninsula., but were wli
mntcly abllOrbcd into tlle Chola Kingdom, and their remnant becalM 
scattered iuto small communities, aud are now found occupying Uill 
traets, qlcns, rock clefts, jungles, &0., haYing 10 t. aU their tloeks aud 
herd and deriVing at the p nt day & precarious living from the 
jungles, nlld eldom practising agriculture. Numerous sites are still met 
witb IUld r cognized as " Kurumba Kote .. by tbe nati" genemlly, and 
it is possible that th subjccts of thi llapcr. tbe KUrIlmba.s of the Neil
"hent s, .1\.f -the d scendants of ome ouc of the communities thllt became 
e tt,eretl, tlud pre)'iously kuown tll nomadic shepb rd oCtbe plains, 

who o\'erspnad a. cousidel'llble portion of the Tamil country i and their 
progeny arc no, m t w·it.b. not only on the Neilgberries, but in many or 
tllC wilder pn:rt of Southern India, in llIUaIleommunitiea. 

Wbilst th awcaranc~ of this tribe i 8() uncouth anll forbi.c1diDi in 
their O\'I'll rorest glent$, they are open to wonderful iIIlprovemeoL by rep-
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-lroJ'k. uereile, and fooQ: of 4.his ample evidence it: to be aeon at the 
Goftnlment Chinchona Plantations at. Neddiwuttum, where a gang of 
K~ COI:llprlaing some tweuty in(uviduala, are employed IS I .. baro .... 
reeeiving \bcir wa~ in gn.in for the most part." They appear to give 
atislKtion to their employe1'$, and in their gimeral appearance tbey can~ 
not be recognize:d from other nath"tl!, except pcrhape by that peculiar 
phyaiognomy characwrl!ti:r of the tribe and their lIOtnewhat llIight con~ 
formation and dwarfed t.tlll'e. Th Y have not the pot-beDy, do not 
gape DOl' is the dribblin ealiva or hlood· hot fClII eommon to their 
brethren of tlle jl.ngl to be found among th m. The beadman of 
the gang call (1 himseI:Ca ma.iatry and hlu\ four wives-two were dead and 
two alive; he was the rather of ten children. of whom one died, and 
nine 'Were Illi~e. Each illl!ividlleJ take 18 many wives IS he can keep, 
on ill the elti~ the others al'C looked upoq u eoncnbincs. They are 
subj ot to the h dmtm of the tribe, without wboe consent they will 
do nothing. and to whom oll tll 'r (lispute8 are referred for arbitration. 

Since tb pages were written, I have met wlth a few Kurnmbae 
8C4ttere<l over some of the Coff'e' Estntes in the vicinity of Kotagherry 
and Oooda.\oor, where they were employed all coolies .In wt.'Cdlng And 
pruning tbe cofte treCf!. negular work, pl'oper food, IIlId exercise have 
Tery con iderably improved the habits and appcannce of thi, people. 

PART V. 

KOTARS, 
Tbis tribe rank. next to the TodQf in priority of occupatlon of thete 

Bill.. Thll)' have no cil.stc, Aud arc in thi. rcapcct equal to the Parialle 
of the low counu,r ; IUtel, RII a body, are tbe most indu triou. of the Hill 
tribe!!, giving much of their time and attention to Agriculture and handi
craft, ole. When not required at af,'l'icultural operation. tbey empm, 
them.seh·cs a eo.rpcnters, smitbs, bllskct-illAkers, &e., mAking and rupair
ing their ploughs, bill books, mlUDoties, &e. They also employ them
.elves as OUrriWI, and are highly esteemed in the plain. for the exC61lent 
leather they cme. They perl'onn aU tlla menial uBicet required by the 
Todu and Badagu, lupplying them with barben, wuhermen, ac. They 
Jltbowledge the Todal u lords of the soil, and ~rdingl1 P'Y the 
tribute dClllauded by them as .. Goodoo." At the IIU8C time they eJld 

• ,...,. were 10 _ployed .. tha tlllle tblt paper ..... wrtttm, but I belJo'fO 
*'1 Uft leA liKt-b 
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from each hamlet of the Badaglll "ithin Il (lCrWJl distance of their own 
lillage, certain annual fees, which they receive in kind for .ervicet 
rendered &8 handierat't4lmcn, &:c.. in addition to that of ceremonial or 

. festive oecuions for metJ.ia1 serv.ices performed. As cultivators of the !IOil, 
they only produce as much 118 will satisfy their own requirements, and any 
III1lPlus they may obtain it bartered for iron and other produce oftbe 
plahtS. In conflrm&tion of their having followed the Toduu llettlen on 
these Hills, they bold the best laudd, and ha\'c the privilege of aelecting 
the best whenever they wish to extend their holdings, 

~hy'ical appea"ance,-They are well made and of tolerable heigllt, 
rather good featured and light-skinn.ed, having a copper color, and .0Dle 
of them arc the fairest skinned among the Hill tribes, They have weD· 
formed heads, cove.red with long black hair, grown long and let loose, or 
tied up carelessly at t be ba.ck of the bead. An average of 26 men gives 
the following mea&urements, &c. :-A.ge, 27'68 year j height, 6;t'61 
incbes; circumference 01 head, 20'95; neck, 11'9(; j chest, 30'68; ann.s, 
8'76; thighs, 15'(;2 ; length ofanns, 30; hands,7 ; breadth of hAnda, 
3'25, length of feet, 10 ; breadth of feet, 3'1\0 inches; weigh~ (avoir
dupoi .. ) 105'201he. 'l'hey have a slightly elongated tace with sharply 
defined flll.turcs ; the forehead narrow but prominent, and oceuionally 
protuberant; ears, ttat and lying clOie to the skulL The growth of hair 
from tll verge of scalp to eyebrows, 21 inches distaD i eyes, dark brown, 
of moderato size and deep set, varying in color from 08, 1 to 6, in Paul 
Brow' 'rabIes; eyebl'oW8. dark and busby, with a tendency to atrproach. 
fre<jllently united. to eaeb other; nOle, .. rule, smaller alul more aharply 
defined than in the Todae, ridged and slightly rounded, and pointecl at. 
the em-emity, two inches in length; ale of.noatrilaexpanded, meuuriog 
Ii inches in breadth i mouth, of moderate lise and weD fonned i teeth, 
well grown and regu.lJr; lipe, of fair aile &nd well compl'Clled ; cbiD, 
well $Ct and small, Altogether they may be pronounced tolerably good
looking, and the generalupeet.oHhe countenance indicating energy and 
decilion. 

The women are of mooerate height, of fair build of body, and not 
nearly so g<>?d-looldng lUI the men, An avenge of26 ",'omen giVet the 
following re~ult :-Age, 3~N4 years; circumference of head, 20'36; 
height, 57'!} ; circumferetce of neck, 10'70 i cheat. 29'SO; vms, 8'20; 
thigb .. 14,'63; 1 ng\h of arms, 26'6;); length of \sande, 6'50; br.dthGf 
handl!, S i len.gtn onega, 35; length of feet, 9'2D; hreadih of fee&, i'tl 
inehe.; weight(uoirdupois) 00'24. Ill&. Moat. of lbetIl ba e ~~ 
forehead., with more of • mub DOIII &Dd. IOIDewhat ncant apratia ' 
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about tMil' featurea. Th y are rather timid ben appronchoo, frequently 
.running in .0 their bute and 1ilintting tb~m!JClve up. 'fhey ~m to enJoy 
"'bust bealth, and have large lamil1 • Their arms are tattooed, luning 

nine trcab, lrith four dots on each um thu R, and 10ut circular 

mark on ~ch fore-arm, thus O . 'l'lIe wom n a '!t tbe men at their 

work in the fields, and III&ke baskets, chatties nd pot c. 
Yill«lgu.-The.tt are !Ornc seven iJ.1l\g altogether: six of the 0 IUC 

loe.ted on th liillI, and the v nth is at Goodaloor. They form larg 
c mUllmitiea, eacl.village containing from 30 to GO or mol huts, of 
tolerable ze, built of mud walla, amI eovcrt1d with the u ual tblltch 
p somewhat after the tyle of native huts in tbe plain ; but the 
arrangement of the dwellings it flU' from being !lout or prepo lAing in 
eom 'riJlag e. The tloore are ell ra.il!ed from 2 to 3 n.>et above tho lOiI, 
with ean8 or. nQn verandah in hut, and a pial or at on either ide 
of the door, undet th eavea, Oll which ~e people equat tbemeclvCfJ 
wben idle. The jze of tho doors giving entrance to their huts m aBUrCS 

46 )( 26 inch . 

The etatioll of Kotagh rry take He name from the Kot r villages iu 
its licinity. TheKot~ as a body, are "dirty t, with m.oet foul babits. 

11 the dead caul and camon in tbe·vitinity. of every kind, find actept
anec lUlIong them as food. and i, devoured by them. Tbe whole Kotar 
populati n of the Beven villages is IUppoecd to count a. little above a 
tboW!llud ~u1a. 

JUl ' i<m.- The Kotar religion ia idolatrous to IIOme extent: .orne mde 
im. e of . cod OJ' tone, a roek or tree in a lICc:1uded loeaJity, fl'Cqllcntly 
fum) their ol.tjecl. of worsbip, and to which tacritlclal olY'eriDg. ar made; 
bu. the r cogni:ed place of 1'0 hip at each village conrnm of a la.rge 
square p' co of ground. w.Jled round with loose .tonell, three feet high, 
and ten,taioing in ite centre t 0 pe.nt- baped: Bbeds of thatch, open before 
and behind, and on the po t tb t support them lOme mde drcle. and 
other figures are drawn. No image of any eort ill viaible here, and theee 
buildings, which are 11 Uttle apart, are IIlPpoeed to be dedicated to Sbln 
and hilt wifc> They have crude and indilltinct ideas at thcse dcit,iee. 'l'hey 
huld an annual feast in honor of their gods. ",bieh comprises a continuous 
coone of debauchery and lieentioume-. ntending over two or three day •. 
On thcIIe oceasi.oUJ they clothe and omam~'1lt thenl8C1vc8 in their be~t, 
Md maN Ii.t grand • abow as they CAn, and to witneM whlch thc other 
tribeS are invited. Perhapa thill i. the only occuion, it a.t aU, that thcy 
b&l"e recoufle to • ..- fur tb.e P1ll'JII*!I of ablution. 11uch indeeent 
...... ! tlkea place OIl tbeee oceuiol:&! between the men and women, and 
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more frequently the epirit of their deity i. euppoecd to det0eD4 on lOme 
of them, when their trautie deeds IU1I . /tening to behOld, and eeem. to 
fona but a branch of Demonology. 

Cet'emoltiel.-The l\otar marriage is a llimple rite, and is much in 
conformity with that of the low caste or Pariah of the plains.· AI! a rule, 
tbey marry and live with one wife, and have I number of children. 

Cattk.-The Kotara po!!8C88 a. smlLll breed of cows, but have no buf
faloes. It is believed that the Todas will object to their having buft'aloe. 
SIn account of their uncleanly habits i consequently, they make no cil'ort 
to procure them. Tbey ne\'er,BI a rule, milk tbeir CAttle, but leave it 
all to the calve!!. 

.A,"lUIlIl Pealt.-Tbe Kotara keep up an annual fcut in memory of 
their dClllf, when Ii few cattle are slain on a rude ~ind of altar ~struet
ed for tb purpoae, and on it a portion of the deib of the animal is laid, 
with a little of each of the different kinds of gram they cultivate and ill 
oonsUlued as a burnt offering to their god!, in ID<!IlIOry of t11clr'dcm 
relatives Bud friends. During tWsccremony, the YOWlS men aD.d maid 
dance around the altar protniscuoUllly. Whilst the yo~r lnembers arc 
thus engaged, tbe elden busy theulsclve8 in preparing a grand repast for 
their friends, whom they invite frow the.djaoent villages on the occasioo 
of this annual festival, supposed to be alllOul' day, or a.ualogou to it. 
More cattle IU'C now slain, and the 1IC$h mixed with 8ItIall portions of every 
kind of gn.in grown ill ~ ir field. j a gr bonfire is raised, and the 
cenc becomes one of con1\\Sed riot tWd mirtb, with blowing of the death

horn, mingled with yells and shrieks anti beating of tom-toms, the coo
fusion continuing from m.orning till night. 

l,QIlgUOGe.-Tbe Kotar language seems to be a vulgar dialect of 
Cll.nareec, having the sam Tamil roots, but ditJ'cr.mtly pronounced, witlt
out thguttural or pectoral expression of the TodllS. They &re believed 
tit be de ended from some of tb ,low caste trib of the pl~ who, in 
day! of yore. ought refuge ou these lIill fl'OJlI persecution practi!led on 
them by tile invaders of India. Thus they have been occupying these 
1lills from tilDe immemorial: they ilid not precede, but were the tint 
amoug the other tribes who followed the Todaa, and formed settlcmcn1l 
01) them. 'rhe), arc not held ill much estimation by the other l1ill 
tribes and European eolonista, in co.nsequence ofthelr pa.rtiality to canioII, 
in which re8pC'!t they l'ClIIlmble the Pariah of the plains, with this dift'er
ence that, from their proximity to an European colooy, their bablta baTe 
been IlOtited more prQmloently; hence tho tribe baa IIlq&Iired & 1IlIQN 

..uoua reputation tbao perhapl Ul)' of the otlw racea ill ~ ~ 
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The Kotart tit.bef bur;y or bUl'll their dead: mote hquently bum, If th., can command the wood required .thr the PU1'pOIIO. Next dq the 
alb or the deceued.re eolleetoo &lid burled in a hol ; to mark th 
loc:a1ity • etafT ill act up. In cues of eickne lbey make me of 8uch roots 
ud herbs .. tb.eir old women commend. The sick arc IlIU'efully a.ttended 
to; but in !lOme of the village as Kotagherry and Goodaloor, th y retort 
largely to Euro au. medical tr tment. 

ltJI)UulI.-Th ~ tars ar a 111 t tenlarkable claM, and arc not only 
the most Indo triol1ll, bu' the only cl of people that r hOov knOWJl 

wbo BO exten!ive a knowlt.'dge oj bAllilierai\. Rude as th ir work 
.may be, there is t'C&I'cely Q \J • III work connect d with the mechanical 
arts, tte.de agriculture, or bu bandry, that thiyare not COnVUl'8lllit with; 
anu batl tb y only recti"ed the CDCQul'I\f.lem nt and patroMg be towed 
by Europe.1IB on tllc idle Too it ill imllO!8ible to tate to what extent 
they might have advan d in the 'v ral artatb y practie , IUJd how tlU' 
they might bave got rid of 10m of their filthy habits. In this respect 
thl'Y are nothlng better than the Pariahs of the plains, who compriae the 
rnA 'ority of our domeruc eerVllllt8, many of whom 8ti.ll partake of CArrion, 
and tbeir reJativ in di tant villages glut over tbe ClI.rcaeeoa of dead 
aDimaIt, and whieb, of right, they claim and carty away.· Like the 
l'ariala or the p1aiJu, the Kotara IU'C addlcated to drinking, and, in the 
a~ee ofliquOT, retOrt to opium. at-mg. There co.: be no doubt, that, 
like th Todaa, th people alBO belong t.o the great Dravidian fMlily 
who were drh-en to tbe.e mountain tops by eonqucat and penecuuoD. 

The Kotar population coneilltW in 1847, according to CapWn Oucb
te.rlony'e memoir, of 307 BOut", distributed in .even village.; but in 1867, 
the Collector of the Di.triet gi vet! the population .. 802, with sn 1 boUlet • • 

PART' VI. 

BADAQAS. 
The Badagu are lUI agriculturlll race. The term Badlga J. IlippoJfd 

to be. eoriuption of.the word VeuJdaco, or north, as they are believed 
to have migrated to theae Hilb from either MYBOre or Canarl in coue· 
quence of famine Or pelllcclltiOn, and, findiog tbclIe Hill, would aWord 
them shelter and quiet, they settled ncre, and at present- eonatitute tho 

.. The, (PariahI) .ID eat not 01111 anlJnaJ ldlled Oil pDl')lON. bllt alto lUeb .. 
die naturally. OxL'll and buJ!'aloee whleh perl.b from old '1ft or ds.eaN belon, 
to them of right, and ~y evrr home aad ,reed1l1 cktYOIU' the tahJtod earrfoII 
wIIJ4 dIey dod 011 &he hl&hway_ &lid 011 t .. llekta.-l'ap 80, AbW DIlboil. 

H 



chief population of these Bille. On settling here origin.ny, they acltnow: 
ledged the eovereignty of the Todll3 who pre-exiated tbere, and agreecl 
to pay tribute, or "0001100," jf allowed to continue unmolested. The 
Goodoo 80 paid comprl8es one~8ixth ot the produce, and altbough of late 
yean they have IIOmetimes quemoned their right to pay, yet the Todu 
exact it as an immemorial righ~ 80 that with IlOme demur it continues to 
be paid. The Todllll call them .. ~{a"," or father-in-law. Both men and 
women of the Dadaga race work in cultivlltin,g the IlOU, Of late year$, 
owing to the extension of European enterprise, a large number of the 
males fill.d employment as laborers and artisa.us, They do not live in 
ieolated communities like the other tribes, and their villagee and but! 
are differently constituted both in material and tltyle. Their bonsee are 
usua.lly constructed in parallel linea, with intervening streets, each row 
of dwelling. being built of atone and lDud, with 11 roof of good thatch, 
lind dhidcJ into separate compartments, having a wide terrace in front 
to dry. tbresb, and winnow t}leir grains, Tbeir bamlelA! are generally 
located on Borne gentle eminence surrounded by wide glAdes of grass or 
~eld8 of cultivation, and present & neat appea.rauce. The interior o/the 
apartments are divided into two rooms, baving a double tier of lofts olle 
above tbe otller. The back eaves are cnelOlled, and thu! forms & 8CCOnd 
or inner room. The door is the only opening, wbieh meaauree 43 inches 
in beigbt, and 2Gt in breadth, The furniture comprise one or more mats, 
a rice pounder, and I!. mortar made in the door-a hole, five or mx inehea 
deep-one or more brass aalver. or dishes, & few ea.rtben 'Ve8flCls, IIlld & 

fireplace. The walla of 8. few houf!etl are whitewasb d, but this is, if it 
m~y be eo tenned, a late innovation. Each family baa its cowpeus or 
eheds in the vicinity, 8ub8ta.ntiaDy-built, for ehl1tting up their eattle 
at nigbt. 

The Badagaa have tbe usual ,elongated heads IIllrl Bindoo featuree, and 
arc n.ther light-skinned, IIlld are the fairest of the tribe. who occupy 
these Hills; of small make generally, Many are comparatively wealthy, 
which only tends to corrupt them, by leading to slothfulnces IIlld BeIlIU

ality, and :renders them ,lI,veree to moral or physical improvement. A. a 
class they are utterly illitA.>rate, loUd show no anxiety to improve either 
their 80cial or moral chal'lCter. AD av~ of 25 men giVeB the follow
ing weight and measurements :- Age. 3S'SO years; height., 66'10 inehet; 
circumi'erenee of bead, iO'Sl; neck, 12'22 i chest., 31'83; anna, 9'~ ; 
thigh&, Hi'99 inches; and the weight (avoirdu i) 110''16 pounds. 

'l'hey are • Hindooa and followen of the Sift They ha~ 
Dumerous eub.dh'isiOllJl or cute among them, each di1JeriDg ill ICIIDI 
social or ceRmonial cUllom, and are m.tmguiabed froID tICb o&bIr 



by certain aac:erdotal et.ring! and amulets, which they wear on their 
peIIOnI. Eighteen leOta or cast are enumerated. Tbeee In 88 

follow:-

1. Woodearu, officiate as priesta to tho other ell\88es in all family 
ceremonials. 

2. Kongaru, l divided ) 1 Lingadiltari (V getarians.) 
3. Adikari J into 1 2 FJe!lb.cating Adcbriee. 
•. Kanakatu, villAge accountants. 
4. Chittre, O'ltcastcw from the Woodcanl aub·divwODS. 
6. Belli, another 8ub·division 10'...,er than the l'l~ and believed 

to be the dcS()endanta ori{cinally of IilveNlmitha. 
1. Haruvaro, a IlpuriOUll ae~f Brahmins, malte use of the Poieta, 

and oftic:ia.te u PriC!ta to the oth!!r 01t_. during harve.t. 

8. Rattan. } 
9. Anearu, Ryota. 

10. Mari, 

11. Kuturi, } Laborm Ind Ryat •. 
1~. Dumah. 
13. Oonajll, } D d 
J 4. Mana&, o. o. 
16. Toreu, the lowen cute among the Bad., ... 
16. Kumb&rlru, pot-mlkers. 
17. Vellalen, I division from the Ve1lA1era of the plains. 
18. ltoonde, inhabitants of the Khoondl mountains. 

Each of these eeveral .ub~eection. haTe tlleir own ceremoniel Ind 
peeuliar eoeial distinctions, which differ but elightt,. from each other 
When a yonng man is detirou. or forming a matrimonial alliance, be 
leaves the choi ofh:i. future partner to hit parents I and when 118lee
tiou is made, the couple are betroth d, but the tnarringe does not take 
place until the girllU1'i.ves at a mature age. Some formality i. obeen'ed 
at their wedding ceremony: a panilal i. erected under which the wed· 
ding party uaemblee; a pot of water i, thrown OTer tbe head of the 
bride, in the mid It of the mll8ic and ringing; the mother of the br:ide· 
groom afterwards ties a ucln of rilvery ~ rouud tbe neck of her 
future danghter·in·law. When this ceremony u completed, 00 the ftrIt 
following auspicioUi day the bride is taken to tbe hou.ee.of her 1)WlbIrId. 
where abe y received by him under another leafy canopy, IDd lI'btD 
finally iaataIled in her new pOIition her parente wuh their baDdI in 
toka that they reeIgn all claimJ upon her to her I:tWlband. Polyandry 
.. ~ emt &IDOIlB them, but each man hu his 01t'D wife. At. cJ-.., 
die .... of &IDa tribe ate far more chute, and prOItitut,;on Ie UDbowD 
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&mong them; but &bould & ""oman wish to 8epa.rate from her bu band, 
no restrietion is placed upon her. except that IIhe has to relinquillh 
the children to their fAtber. Thit looee morality has led to much 
mischief: wben oollAtided with each other, they frequently cbange 
bu.eb&llda or wiv 81 fmay dict&teIJ. married wuple thus parted a.re 
permitted to marry a aeeond time. The&c customs of marriage and 
divorce a.re wmmon to the Kota.r tribe. The Badagu are IItrlctly 
Hindooll, and con8U1lle 8elh meatll, except beef. One IIlCtion are vege
tarians, subsisting like the Brahmins of the plainl, entirely on vegetables. 
They are partial to the cabbage, and a /ipecies of' nettle (Urticaria 
7labero.a) 81 vegetable. The latter grows freely 011 the Bills, produc
ing a large tuberous root of a highly nutritiou! IlI/.turc, which ia much 
esteemed and freely eaten by the B~aa. Their chief diet coneiJt. of 
rice and other dry grain!!, the produce of these mn., 

Drell.-The men clothe tbemselve nJUeh -like the IlI/.tives of th 
plains, with head and waist cloths, and a meet is ~ like a wraPl'ler, 
covering the moulders and trunk of the body. Thi is ne--..essary 
in consequence of the coldness of the climate, aud many UBC it now in the 
Toda f'&shion.The women p888 a white cloth under their arms, which 
estends to & little below the lmoca. In this they roll themllClves fasten - . 
ing the cloth with" piece of cord under the arms, and A second around 
the pelvis to prevent it getting loosened. This singular mode of dresa 
gives them quite a mummy-like stltlll.ppearance. A second rnna:ll piece 
of cloth is tied round the head with the ends floating behind. The IIl'lllII 
and shoulders and one-half of the legs belQW the knees are bare. The 
'Women hav tattoo marks, three row. of dots on the ebe t, each roW' 
comprising from 1 to 9 d.ot8, each row being half an inch, and each dot 

quarter of an inch llpart. The forehead ill marked thu O. 0 The 
j . 

hair is thro\VlI. back and knotted loosely on the nllpe of the neek. They 
are partial to ornamentll, and wea.r rings, braeele nnniets, ..neeklettes, 
and ear and nose rings. The latter ILl' to be scen only occasionally. 
The ornamen are made of brass, iron, or silver fl1agreed ; the e"Nings 
aft· rather large, having a diameter of 2. incbea. 

The women are domestic in their habIts ,lcind, fond and affectionate 
mothers; ~g the u.eual Aliatie features with & feminln east. 
They are aimple, modest and retiring. An average of ~5 women gives 
the following weight.,and meuuremcnte:-

Age, 21'68 years; height, 58'31; head, 19'5O. neck, 10'38; ~ 
211'99. arms, 8'30 i thigh .. 1"14; length ofarm. '1; leagth ofhmd, 
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6'71$, breadth of baud. 8; It'n tb of 1 Si'40; length of foot, 9; 
b,....th 0(100,", 3'~6 inch ; allli tit weight (avoirdupoill) 9i pound" 

The like other tri of Rindooe, have uameron, deitiet. 
There are twq t ' •• and VlIhno. Tb~ principal deity of the 
,~' houit . loc:aLe.d in th what' c:aI.led R~amy Peak, ,",d the 
o • tins pO are men of the lrulo tribe, wher 'oID:ringe of ghee 
and fruit. are made. A dary delty of thie IlCCt is located on a 
Droog in th nei hbourhood of th vill of llolllkuJ, where a &daga 
prim. But th JIOO"P!o ar not particuhU' I , .. tim 'the 

ClUTying mark Vishllu, may be IIetn oJReiaUng 
'va', IIhrIn Thcre are nUIll fOUS deitie." campriling male 

fuoale, whom they worship under dUfl!rent name.. Ae a body, 
the Bad&glll arc " timid and .uperstltious race, haunted with tb.e 

t1rtad of C\'U 'I}lirita, and are in per tUM 'lear of the Kllf!lmbas, to who 
m.yg rious power of eorcery IIJld witchcnt.1\ they attribute all necidante 
and ailmentl whiCh may bappen either to th'maclve tbru {"milies, 
cattle, md crope, Owing to lhie CIluse, in time. put, this people becamo 
10 excited as aom time to Dlurdcr tbe unfortunate Kuru.l1lbu without 
rhyme or reason, and lOme of the tribe have 811ficrcd the extreme penalty 
of the law JI1 cOMCquCIu:e. Yet. ,trange to '&1, with thill ~J[ccption., they 
to IODlfl extent. respect the Kurumbas, and get them to officiate lUI Prieeta 
on alllJOCilll and oeremonial occa ionll, when connected with either their 

fit, families, fields, cattle, &0. 'l'hey bury or burn their dead II 

tb :y find mOlt convenient at tbe time. 

n.KAns.-The BadlIgu are ruled by their headmen and elders to • 
certain extent, IUbject to cute in8uence chielly. 'fhey live peaceably 
1IDlO.ng themlcl., II, are kind and a.ffectionate to their relative. and 
frieuds, retpect the aged greatly, a.n.d tend to and rear their children with 
much IoYe and care. In character, M a elass, they arc deceitful, ungrate
fUl md falee, 'l'hey conltitute the large t population on the Neil. 
gberriel. Their marriage and other ceremonlals are simila.r to thoM 
pnctiJed by the HindOO8 of the plainl i and in reading accounts of 
HiDdOO8 of the plainl, we tind that of the Badagae, froId whom fhey 
difter in no particular, many of them, at the prOleJlt tim" have C01ll1OC

tiooa and friends on the plaiu. Contequently, 1 have not described tbelJ' 
DWlDetII, 'habits, cuttoml and religion 81 might be done. The brief 
account Jiven above ia ample for the purpotel oJ thit paper. 

ID 1847, the population of the Badagu WII 8,669, diltribnted o-.:er 221 
riUagea. In 1867, i~ iJ aid to e8mpr1te 17,778 lOW. dittributed over 
4,Onh~. 
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PART VII. 

IRULAS. 
The lrullUl are DDt, tridly IIpCII.king, inhabitanie of the Blue Moun

taiu .. but occupy the lower slope!! and jungles that akirt the bue of the 
Neilgbenies, They aTe scattered into /lUlAU communities, prllCtising a 
rude sY8tem of IIgriculture wIDch scarcely furnishes them with mBicient. 
food, 80 that, when prefl8Cd for SI18tenance, they resort to the jungles and 
live on BUch products lUI they can collect, They make use of animal food 
at every description, not even eGepting vermin and reptiles, 'l'hey find 
oceupntion in collecting for their immediate wanta tbe wild froits, berb8 
and roots, to appelUle bunger; also boney, beet wa:x:, gums, and dyes of 
varioUB IlOrt.'J, and medicinal berbs AIld dru~ which they barter with 
the people of the plaiu in exchange for food and clothes. 

Tbey are very intrepid as regards the wild belUlte they frequeotly 
meet with in the jungles, and in their search of boney they metimcs 
l!\Ifl'er severely from eonto.et with wild bears, They bunt and take game 
of every description with great eunning and expertness. 

There are two classel of lrula8, recognized by the tcnns UMli and 
Kltrutali. The general term lruw. is derived from the Tamil word 
"frui," or dark, implying that there was no light in' them, and that they 
were wild and uncivilized. The tenn U,.ali meaos rulen of the country ; 
a.nd KUMLtali, aerts or common people. The other mil tribes do not 
rcoognUe tne Irulu &8 inhabitant8 of the Blue Mountain., and 'do Dot 

hold much converse witb them, 

The following is the result of the weight and measurements of u 
avera.ge of 211 men :-Age, 26'68 years; height, 61''18 inebe ; circum
ference of head, 19'53; neck, 11'39; cbeat, 29'91; arms, 8'''\2; thighs, 
15'17 i length of arms, so; hands, G'50; breadth of hands, 3'25 i length 
of legll, 34'50 i feet, 9; bread.th of feet, 3'211; weight (avoirdupois) 
00'20 pounds. 

Theya.re tolerably good· looking, ,'ery much BUperior in physique to 
the Kurumbaa, and in some respeel.ll even to that of the Kotanl: but 
they are an idle, di lute IICt-the maJority being vagrants, living on 
what they can obtain from tb junglest.nd natural reaourcee or the 
forett through which they wand r, rather than labor ud cultivate, 
They pay .. trilling kist to Government &e1)Ording to the nature and 
ext.enl ' of their holdings; but their hure is very loose, simply holdbtg 
lands at pleuure by paying U8eIIDlent., but they eultinte little. They 
do 1l0~ recogniJe the TOOaa aa lords, nor do they pay them " Goocloo. " 
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The worna are strong and ~U1 built, anything but prepouwing 
in appearance;, and very dark-eltinncd. 1 regm 1 bad nO't. the O'Ppor
tllllif7 of tabu th.tir, eights and me Ulelllilntll. They are fO'nd or 
oraa&n and wear h (lIl or I'()t) and whito heada about. . their neckll, 
thirl wire bracele anu annie with ..,., and noee rin 

The men wear nO' 01 thing bll' the 1u[I Cloty in tileir habitat.· 'but, 
hen 1I'Orlring on plantatioll. til y wear et(,tb~ like OUI nati os. The 

women tV II doubI fold of 1\ '''rapper cloth. which extends ftom the 
aitt to Uie !ttl ; the t'pper pnrt of their botlici with th ir boeollUl are 

nude. Tbe men weartbeir hoir anyho, .. "':"'Omctime! it illioug Bud tied 
O"fCl'the head, at otbe &11 rt and sc:.raggy. pIllyiug to the b cz. 'l'ho 
women ate ron b the IllUDe; bllt tll I MW ntthcFnlr at McttapuUiem, 
bad tho bail' \ ell oiled. C I,llbcd, MId partetl in the centre, thrown back, 
g&lberetl anll 11 Iv d on the len lit the bn of the head, tikI) most of 
the omen Oil tbe plains. 

At ono time the lrullUl rnrely held ~omlUuuication "lr.h the otber 
n tives, living i.eolated live ill seelud d pluccs and unhealthy JocnIitiee, 
and eking ou~ apr\.'C4ri0\18 existence. Their village were small, Bcldom 
seceding five or Ix buts. und cattle pens scattered flU' apart, mostly 

loeatcd in grovea of plantain !llld othc.rrruit trees, and bllllt somewhat 
after the Kurumba huts, urroundcd by thc usual filth and dIrt. They 
are more numerous in the southern than in the eastern parte. But of 
late years they have improved wonderfully by mixing with others and 
taking employ lUI COOliC3 on plantations and workU1g aide by aide with 
other natives. They give ti faction to tbeir employer.. They have 
at.o gained another advantage by attending the luge fair or shandy held 
at Mettapolliem every Saturday. They were gradually attracted tWther, 
and by freely mixing with the people on these occasions, they have leet 
their timidity and become somewhat self.reliant, to a 8mI'll extent only 
AI yel,but the civilizing inftucnee ot'intel'course is not 10 t, and is .low)y 
gaining grOUlld among them. 

The men poIIC8II (tome of them) good thew. tIlld aine ., look hardy, 
and from their phyaical confonnation a d habit. arc well adapted for 
laborious manual labor, and lIufBciently intelligent 80 .. to be taught 
anything in the labor linc. 'They are ready to emulate the other nativea 
.bea they CAD, .. may be 8eCll ill thOle employed 011 coffee ettatell, where 
tbfy are not recognized fl'OIIl the other ~tive. by their dr_ IIId mao
Den; and it reqnires (Jose IlClJOn&l knowledge, with much cliIcrimi. 
nation, so m:ogaiIe them .. fruJaa. 



64 TBDIS nmABmNO TIlE lfm.G1IEB1UD. 

&l~.-ln this respect their ideal are eonfnaed. They haye lOIIle 

knowledge of Shiv a. and Vl3hnU, more of tbe latter than of the former. 
Under tbe term ofMahad, they wonhip tbe goddess of l!lJlall-po%, other
wise known AS .. Mariatlta," to whose honor they erect a I!IIl8ll hut, hieb 
they dedicate ae ber temple. Bere they prostrate themselves and oifer 

• I18.C.riftees of goau and eoeka. They have a. temple on Rungaewamy Peak 
in the vicinity of Kotagherry. whe.re d~g an annual ceremony they 
officiate as priesu, IUld crowds of the Badaglll, ae well as pilgrims from 
otber parts ftock to eelebrate the same, with offerings of money and 
produce. ' 

I find, in fact, th&t these Irulas are in every respeet tbe me as tboec 
found in the Madras Distriet, and whom r have already described-vide 
Proceeding8 of Government, dated 17th ?liay 1864, Revenue Depart
ment, And the :l rd volume of TraullaCtion of the Ethnological Society, 
Now Series, 1865, London, under the head of .. Some rude tribes, the 
.uppoaed aborigiVes of Southern India," PfI{{C 373. 

In J 847, tbe Irulaa eomprised 46'1. souls, distributed in 22 villages. In 
1867 they are represented to comprise 505 BOule and 101 houses. 
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