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Ix collecting and lrnnging all the ‘nformation T have here put =
together regarding these interesting tribes, it is quite possible that
some errors and many omissions may have occurred, although every -
© eare was taken to avoid such, and none but the most reliable infor-
mation has been inserted. It may not perbaps be out of place to

mention here the mode in which most of this matter was collected.
P
I was on the Neilgherries during two seasons and accompanied

by a staff of Vaccinators. T visited the greater part, if not all, of
the munds, mottas, or hamlets of the several tribes, and took advan-
tage of the opportunity of quietly eliciting all the information I
could by personal and frequent intercourse with the members of
each tribe. Going about their hamlets and entering their very
habitations almost daily, as I did, with the ostensibly kind object
of treating their sick, and conferring on the unprotected the boon
of vaccination, I found no difficulty in winning their entire confi-
dence, nor did they suspect I was an information-hunter, and thus
T obtained full and unresetved information upon every point'ﬂut :
oceurred to me to inquire about. I always took care to select as
my informants the shrewdest and most intelligent of each hamlet.
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nowadays can go to see them without paying a douceur, which, if -
not gratuitously, offered, is sure to be asked for and expected asa
 right ; nor are they so unsophisticated and wnrosorved in fheir
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-L of these interesting aboriginal tribes, T must leave, sub judice, for

* the impartial judgment of the public to decide.

T have been over two and s half years collecting information of

ﬂmﬂeHm Tribes, and I have taken advantage of the opportunities

afforded by my appointment of @king information in every district
in this Presidency, over all-of which I have been, and have in most
distriéts consulted both Europeans and Natives ns to how far the
peculiar social habit of Polyandry, as practised among the Todas,

~ prevails among other tribes in India. T have also cousulted with-
- some of the more learned Pundits and others on the subject, and

all the reliable information thus obtained I have brought to bear on
the qnasiion.

The various weights and measurements were made by myself,
as correct as it was possible to effect. The difficulty and trouble
in completing these measurements was so great as to form the chief
cause in the delay of finishing this paper ; for it was no easy mat-

~ter, notwithstanding the free use of money in the shape of fees, to
B get the men to submit, niuch more the women. I am indebted to

-

- numerous friends for much help on these occasions ; they are too

momtonme here. I made it npointtoneekumm

.

djvheravarpmm'ableatthe time. From the Table in the remarks,

itwﬂlheﬁﬂ that I have taken the weights and measurements of

bhegémmbcrlftrlmm various Mof‘!ndmwﬁhtoﬂnum

%ﬂfmm nsmu,ldomw&auwmr ¢

[T

| -Mumaumaam



mn’m;“ﬂ‘m& of Toda
mmam«w Caldwell's Conpn'dﬁl
dian Grammar * * Major Cunningham’s Bilsa Topes
Ws m Supplement totho(}yclopndh i

'wphdlndhs"“lvkwofﬂnﬂwyim-dﬂ i
of the Hindos, by the Roverend W. Ward,” &e, &e. e
3 *ﬁgvmw hbbsﬂlnded umﬁummm :




35




PART J.
AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES.

“ THE STUDY OF MAN IS MANKIND™ *

Deseription of the Neilgherries.~In Southern India,

between 76° and 77° of East Longitude, and 11° and 12° of North
tude, the Neilgherries, or, as they are more literally called, the * Blug
Mountains”—from Neil, blue, and Gherry, a hill—comprise two distinct
ranges of hills, which traverse the district of Coimbatore somewhat in
the form of a horse-shoe, and blend at one extremity with the Western
Ghauts. One of these ranges is called the * Neilgherries Proper,” and
the other the “ Koondahs.” These hills, on their northern aspect, slope
off rapidly into a declivity, which terminates in the broad and elevated
plateaun of the Wynaad and the Mysore country, a fine and commanding
view of which is obtained from some of the higher elevations, Tradition
still points to one of these heights as having been used as a watch tower,
to sean the movements and operations of the European foe, during our
wars with Hyder Ally and Tippoo Sultan. On the Malabar side, the
Neilgherries approach the sea coast to within a distance of 40 miles ;
while on the east they are 230 miles from the opposite sea shore.

Taken together, these two ranges embrace a geographical area exterid-
ing over 208,494 square miles, and their summit is greatly diversified
by peak and valley, plateau and undulation, in alternate succession, The
peaks vary in altitude; the higher of them ranging from 5,000 to 8,000
feet above the level of the sea. Dodabetta, which is the highest peak in
Southern India, attains to an elevation of 8,760 fect above the sea, and
- 1,344 feet above Ootacamund, which is situatein a bowl or basin shelter-
 ed by a surrounding range of low hills. Until recently, an Observatory
wmammmdmmumwm
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2 TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES.

Climate of the Hills—These hill ranges, from their natural altitude
‘and geographical position, are subject to the influence of both monsoons ;
and are noted for possessing a climate, which, for mildly invigorating
properties and equable seasonal changes throughout the year, is perhaps
unrivalled anywhere wi:hime Tropics. From the observations of 25
‘months, the annual mean perature enjoyed on the summit of the
Neilgherries has been fixed at 58° 68/, a mean that is seldom experienced
on any other mountain range in India.*

Natural Productions.—The Neilgherries are also remarkable for the
wealth and profusion of their natural productions. The sides and slopes
of these hills are clad with vegetation, which occurs in irregular patches,
and presents in natural order and description an ever changing variety
at different elevations, Starting from below, the base is overgrown and
concealed by tall grasses, among which the graceful bamboo is ever con-
spicuous ; next in order, large and lofty forest trees, such as the Saul
(Shorea robusta), Kino (Pterocarpus Marsupium), Jack (Ariocarpus
@ ifolia), Blackwood ( Dalbergia latifolia), Teak (Tectona grandis),
and others yielding valuabie timber appear ; then follow great belts of
low jungle or skolas, in which the Tiger, Cheetah, Bear, Wild Hog and
other beasts of prey find a covert retreat, while ainong the forest trees,
the wild Elephant roams in lordly majesty. Higher still, ferns in endless
variety are met with, associated with the Coffee plant, and further on with
the Tea plant, both of which are cultivated on an extensive scale, and
promise to yicld a harvest from which numerous European settlers hope
to realize wealth at no distant period. On the summits of these hills, the
Australian tree—a handsome species of Acacia (Acacia lophanta, Acacia
robusta)the Blue gum (Eucalyptus saligna), the Poppy, the Neilgherry net-
tle, ( Girardina Leschenaulti), the Berberry (Berberis makonia) and other
valuable fibre and dye-yielding plants are either indigenous, or have
become naturalized to the soil ; and of late years the invaluable Chin-
chona has been imported, and its cultivability is now an established fact,
as it thrives with vigor and bids fair to vie with the species produced on
the Andes, its mother soil. The Hop also has been cultivated on a small
scale and with great success; and I believe beer of a good and wholesome
kind is manufactured from it. There are also vast varieties of indigen-
ons as well as exotic floral plants, froits and vegetables, which for beauty
and perfection are scarcely surpassed by those of more genial latitudes.
- Among fruits, the Grape, Plum, Apple, Peach, Pear and Orange are
- pbtained of a racy kind and flavor ; while the Strawberry, Raspberry,

* Yide Bakic's Neilgherries, edited by Smoult, page 7,




and Wild Gooseberry (Rhodo-myrtus tomentosa)—the w.w

ous plant—grow luxuriantly in all parts. Ofvegmhln,thcl’m

Pea, Turnip, Cabbage, Cauliflower, Beetroot, Celery and Parsnip are :

- produced of a very superior description, without much care or labor,
Wheat, Barley, Millet and a variety of puhumeulunud. Rice grows,
but does not thrive in the valleys,

. European Sanitaria or Invalid Stations.—No sooner were these Hills

discovered, and their eminent and other climatic advantages known, than
Europeans began to establish Sanitaria on the more extensive flats, which
at first were chiefly resorted to by invalids; but at the present time they
form stations, whose population, size, and impertance are almost daily
increasing. There are at present five Sanitaria or Invalid Stations in
existence, namely, Ootacamund, which is by far the largest and most fre-
quented, Coonoor, Wellington-~the Mxhtsry Convalescent Depdt—Kota-
gherry and Dimhutty,

Date of discovery by Europma.—Jt would appear that these Hills
were first entered by Europeans in 1814, when, it is said, a Mr. Keys, &
Sub-Assistant Engineer, and Mr, McMahon, an Apprentice of the Sur-
vey Department, penetrated into the remotest parts of the plateau, and
sketched portions of it, which were submitted to the Madras Government
accompanied by a report of their discovery.* Others, however, aseribe
their discovery to Messrs, Whish and Kindersley, of the Madras Civil
Service, who, it‘is reported, came upon them by accident in 1819 while
in pursuit of a gang of tobacco smugglers ; but, whoever may have been
the first discoverers, it is not known that Europeans made any attempt
to settle on these Hills until the year 1820, when John Sullivan, Esquire,

the then Collector of Coimbatore, was induced to visit them at the solici~

tations of the Hill tribes, and to this gentleman is due the credit of having
built the first house, which, it- may be said, formed the nucleus of the
large station of Ootacamund, now the most salubrious Hill Sanitarium in
Sonthern India.t

To Mr. Sullivan is likewise due the credit of having first directed the
attention of Government to the fitness of the locality where med
now stands for the establishment of a sanitarium,

Local names of the Hill Divisions.—Amongst the Hill tribes, the entire

,I.uui-dirued into the following four Naads :—(1) rmm;ﬁ

.vs~
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1 Vide m.m edited by W, H, Smoult, page 6,
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4 © TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES.

Porkhorr as it was formerly called ; (2) Maykanaad, or Khorrorr ; (3)
Koondanaad, or Mheur ; (4) Tudanaad or Muzzorr.

General description of the Tribes,—There are five distinct tribes
found inhabiting these Hills, viz:~(1) Todawars or Torawurs, who are
reputed to be the aborigines, and, it is said, were once clad in leaves and
roamed as free and unrestrained lords of the soil, leading a pastorol noma-
dic life ; (2) Badagas, who, by all accounts, made their appearance on the
Hills at a later period, and occupied the lower elevations (this tribe
engage themselves chiefly in the tillage and cultivation of the soil); (3)
Kotars ; (4) Kurumbas; (5) Irulas, These three latter tribes are aclass
of serfs, and each of them is sub-divided into minor sects or castes, which
in ethnological features, as well as from other points of view, differ some-
what from one another.

Toda Tribe.~Todawars or Torawurs—the literal name given to herds-
men in the Tamil language—are the principal tribe, and are believed to
be the original inhabitants, as well as the territorial sovereigns of these
Hill tracts. Not only do the Todars themseclves claim this priority of
existence and possession ; but the right is conceded to them by the other
Hill tribes, who, in recognition of it, always paid a tribute to their Toda
lords, consisting of one-sixth of the produce in kind; but, under the
British Government, this practice is being gradually discontinued,

Intersections of the Toda Tribe.~The Toda or Thoddur tribe consists

* of five distinct intersections or sub-divisions, namely, (1) Peiky ; (2)

Pekkan; (3) Kuttan ; (4) Kenna; and (5) Tody. Like the Hindoos of
the plains, these several sects do not intermarry with each other, and
their ceremonies, social habits, and customs differ in several minor points ;
but, unlike the Hindoos, they have no (strictly so called) caste institntion,
for they frecly fraternize and eat with each other,

Ernxovoax. —Toda Tribe.~In physique, the Todars are by far the
most prepossessing as a tribe, and it is this superiority in personal appear-
ance, in conjunction with their singular costume, peculiar mode of wear-
ing their hair, their bold and self-possessed deportment, and unique
social and domestic institutions, that have at all times attracted for them
the greatest share of attention and interest from Europeans. In com-
plexion, the Todas are of a dull copper hue,* not deeper or darker in color
than most of the inhabitants of the plains ; but they ave darker than the
Badagas and many of the Kotars, a few of whom are met with fairer even
than the Badagss. The Kurumbas and Irulas are not only darker than
the Todas, but strikingly so to the eye. The Todas are tall in stature,

e

™ Agreeing in this respect with Paul Brocas’ Tables, No. 26.



TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES.
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slightly elongated like the Hindoos; forehead, rather narrow and
receding, measuring 2} inches from the root of the nose to the growth
of hair and scalp ; eyebrows, thick and approaching each other; eyes,
moderately large, well formed, expressive, and often intelligent-—irides,
varying in color from hazel to brown*; nose, long, large, and well-formed,
generally aquiline—in some slightly rounded, arched, or what is termed
roman, in others cogitative--measuring from root to tip 24 inches, and
height from base of al® to ridge 1§ inches, breadth of alw from side to
side 1} inches; wpper lip, narrow ; lower lp, thick or full-—and face
covered with a close thick moustache, whiskers, and beard, all of which
are worn full ; ears, of moderate size, and lying close to the skull ; teeth,
white, clean and regular; head well covered with black hair, of moderate
fineness, and worn in a peculiar fashion, combed smoothly around from
the crown, and cropped evenly in line with the eyebrows, and covering
the head very much like a natural skull-cap; body of the male, hirsute,
especially on back and chest; figure and contour of person, generally
attractive, and earriage graceful. Of twenty-five men, 1 found the
average weight and measurements as follow : —Weéight, 121°40 1Ibs, ;
height, 63-30 iaches ; circumference of head, 20'81 inches ; neck, 12'81
inches ; chest, 82'22 inches; arms, 936 inches; thighs, 16°64 inches;
length of arm from acromion process to tip of fingers, 32 inches ; length
of hand, 750 inches—breadth, 350 inches: lower extremities, well pro-
portioned with moderate calves ; feet, well formed and arched ; length of
foot, 1150 inches~=width of sole, 4 inches,

Females of the Toda Tribe.~The women of this tribe are generally
tall and stalwart ; good-looking both in features and person, with &
smooth, clear and delicate skin ; fresh and rather fair in complexion.
They have more of an aquiline nose than the men, which, however, does
not diminish from the strong feminine cast of their features, The hair
is of a lighter color than in the male, parted in the centre, and carefully
combed around and thrown behind the ears, and left hanging free over
the shoulders and back, in a mass of flowing curls in some, and in others,
wavy. I have not seen any of the women with very long hair. In
those I met, it did not exceed 1} or 2 feet in length, and was of moderate
fineness. The females, like the males, are sclf-possessed in a great degree,
and readily enter into conversation with strangers, be they white or
black. 1t has been averred that the Toda females, as a class, are strik-
in(lymmdemdy in Mw« but dﬁou[hmydﬁ'
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6 TRIBES INHARITING THE NEILGHERRIES.

certainly posscss charms in person of a robust character, I cannot say
that T met with even one with a handsome or pretty face, much less any
with features approaching in perfection or heauty to a classical model.

From an average of 25, the following weight and measurements were
obtained :—Height, 6025 inches ; weight, 11080 Ibs. ; circumference of
head, 20°8 inches; neck, 11°11 inches; arm, 890 inches; chest, 30°11
inches ; thighs, 14'6 inches ; length of arm, 27 inches ; length of hand,
675 inches—breadth, 3 inches ; forehead from root of nose to growth of
hair on scalp, 2 inches.

The women are tattooed about the arms, chest, and legs in the follow-
ing manner :—Three semicircles of dots on the outer side of each arm,
each semicircle containing nine points; a donble row of dots across the
upper part of the chest, about an inch below clavicle, each row consist-
ing of 86 points about #th of an inch apart, the rows themselves being
one inch distant froum each other—those on the arms have an intervea-
ing space of 2 inches ; two rows containing 8 or 9 points each on the
shoulders, commencing in front where the lines on the chest terminate,
and extending backwards to a point on a level with the superior semi-
circle on the arm ; asolitary dot in the centre of the chin ; two circular
lines of dots on each leg, the upper circle containing 25, and the lower
only 20 dots ; and a row across the dorsum of each foot, numbering from
9 to 11 points. The terminal point of each row is marked by a ring, the
interlinear points being simple dots frequently taking the form of squares,

Costume.—Among the Todawar tribe, the costume of both male and
female is peculiar, and merits description. In the male, it consists of a
piece of cloth, called a lungooty, which is passed between the thighs, and
fastened at both ends to a piece of string tied around the waist, so as to
conoeal the organs of generation—a practice common to all classes of the
Indian races, both on the plains and elsewhere. Besides the lungooty,
the Todawar tribe wedr a stout cotton mantle or toga, which forms their
only covering by day and night. This toga is thrown across the right
shoulder, overlaps theleft arm and trunk, and descends to the knee, thus
forming a most simple and rather graceful attire. Unlike the low country
tribes, they wear no turban or head-dress, and their feet are always bare.
1t is the classically elegant toga and unturbaned head that serve to dis-
tinguish the Toda tribe so much from the others, and to render them so
interesting to the European eye. The toga has latterly been adopted,
to a certain extent, by the Badagas and Kotars, as an over-covering by
day, and as a bed by night ; and as it is generally of woollen texture
- amongst them it serves also to protect them from the inclemencies of the

<
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and it is so wrapped around them as to cover the entire person from
shoulder toankle. Some of them wear a piece of calico around the
pelvis, extending down to the knees, in addition to, and under, the toga.

Personal Habits,—Both males and females as a class are very dirty and
filthy in their person and habits, They appear to have an antipathy to
bathing ; and, to make matters worse, they have a practice of anointing
their bodies with ghee (melted butter) which they rub on their arms,
chest, and head ; and as this substance soon becomes rancid, the odour
on approaching them is anything but agreeable.

Ornaments.—The women of all the tribes manifest a fondness and
partiality to wearing ornaments. Their ear-rings arc made of brass,
gilver, or iron, and consist of simple chased rings from 2 to 2§ inches in
. diameter. Necklettes, made of cowrie shells strung together, or small
linked metal chains, are also worn, as well as massive brass armlets on
the right arm above the elbow, the skin undgrneath being protected by
a band of woollen cloth or leather. Each of these armlets weighs 6
pounds. DBracelets, made of silver or iron, are worn by some on the fore~
arm above the wrist joint. One or more copper rings filagreed, and to
which a number of charms of various devices are attached, are worn on
the left arm above the elbow ; and above the left wrist joint .there is
usually a bracelet of beads. Besides these, a massive girdle or chain of
brass or iron encircles the waist. Necklaces of plaited hair or black
thread, with bundles of cowrie shells and other charms suspended, are
worn by many. Their children are decked out with rows of beads,
silver or iron chains, placed around the neck. The men also wear ornaw
ments—small gold rings in their ears, chains of silver around their necks,
rings on their fingers; and those well-to-do, silver wire girdles or waist
chains, .

- Social, Moral, and Domestic Habits.—In their habits, these Hill tribes
are as simple as can be, The Todawars are entirely a pastoral race, and
lead a peaceful tranguil life, chiefly employed in tending their cattle. They
curry no weapon of offence or defence for protection against enemies
d’tbwmkindorwﬂdbcuu.exeeptumhad‘lmndorm
which is made of jungle wood generally, about 4} feet long with a

knob or head ; and on their shoulders they carry a small axe, the
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8 ﬁmmwmo THE NEILGHERRIES,

On festive occasions, all the tribes freely fraternize, and participate
g&m&m and display of animal spirits by which these
,6‘oeul are usually characterized. Old feuds or dissensions
* that may have existed between clans or individuals are settled by mutual
compromise, and harmonious feeling and lhendship arc established
between all parties on these occasions.

Tobacco-smoking is common amongst all the tribes, and many use
Opium, Of late years, they have taken to drink Arrack,® and most
of their women have been debauched by Europeans, who, it is sad to
observe, have introduced discases to which these innocent tribes were at
one time perfect strangers, and which, as they have no means of curing,
is slowly, but no less surely, sapping their once hardy and vigorous con-
stitutions, The effects of intemperance and disease (syphilis) combinedly
are becoming more and more apparent in. the shaken and decrepit
uppearance which at the present day these tribes genevally present.

if there be one feature more than another that has contributed to
invest the Todawar tribe with the great share of interest, or rather
curiosity, evinced towards them at all times by Europeans, it is their
practice of polyandry, whigh, as long as they have been known, has been
maintsined, and is still perpetuated, as a social system among them,
Their practice is this: all brothers of one family, be they many or few,
live in mixed and incestuous co-habitation with one or more wives. If
there be four or five brothers, and one of them, being old enough, gets
married, his wifc claims all the other brothers as her husbands, and
as they successively attain manhood, she consorts with them ; or if the
wife bas one or more younger sisters, they in turn, on attaining & marri-
ageable age, become the wives of their sister's husband or hushands, and
thus in a family of several brothers, there may be, according to circum-
stances, only one wife for them all, or many; but, one or more, they all
live under one roof, and co-habit promiscuously, just as fancy or taste
inclines. Owing, howeyer, o the great scarcity of women in this tribe,
it more frequently happens that a single woman is wife to several hus-
bands, sometimes as many as six. 'When any one of the brothers or hus-
bands enters the hut, he leaves his wand and mantle at the door, and
this sign of his presence within prevents the intrusion of the others. As
& direct consequence of this demoralizing and revolting practice, prostitu-
ﬁuhnemdingly eompan, while chutityilamcvirwamm
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women ; mdtheﬁuofwrhgemda—g\ﬁnﬂymud?!nﬁﬂ;”_
In keeping with this peculiar marriage system, they adopt a method of
affiliation all their own: that is, the first-born child is fathered upon the
¢eldest brother, the next born on the second, and so on throughout the
series. Notwithstanding this unnatural system, the Todas, it must be
confessed, exhibit much fondness and attachment towards their offspring,
more so than their practice of mixed intercourse would seem to foster.
Of this, I had personal opportunities of satisfying myself when conduct-
ing vaccination amongst them: I have frequently seen the Toda mother'
on hearing the cries of her child, exhibit marked maternal feeling and
distress. There is no doubt that, anterior to the reclamation of these
Hills and their occupants from their original state of rude barbarism,
female infanticide was practised amongst them ; but this hateful crime,
it is gratifying to record, has long since become extinet through the
active operations of the British Government. It is unknown now, except
as a traditionary fact of the past, to the truth of which the tribes them-
selves bear the best testimony. The system adopted in destroying
infants when the practice prevailed is believed to be that of smothering
the new-born child in a dish of buffaloe milk.*

Internal Economy or government of their Communities or Societies.—
Among themselves a primitive kind of patriarchal government exists.
All disputes and questions of right and wrong are settled either by
arbitration or by a Punchayet, 7. e., a council of five, whose decision
on all matters js considered absolute and binding. This system of
adjudication of civil and other rights obtains in all parts of Southern
India.

Language.—The language of the tribes on the Neilgherries is unmis- .
takably Tamil, although what is now spoken is a mixed dialect, being a
jargon of Tamil and Canarese. At first, it is difficult to understand
what they say, owing to their peculiar low muttering rapid utterance
and guttural expression ; but if close attention be given, and they are
made to speak slowly, their language becomes intelligible to any one
conyersant with both Canarese and Tamil,

* The Todss, as & body, have never been convicted of heinous crimes of
any kind. They were once given to the habit of abducting young women
of their own class, but this habit has been long given up. In the event of
 an elopement, there was a great deal of excitement for the time, and the
~ fair one was rather pleased than otherwise at the interest displayed in her
cause, The affair generally terminated in a lot of muxm
a determination not to say a word about it to the m

- ; »
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Their pronouns and verbs appear to have been derived from the
Tamil. Their language is purely oral, and is devoid of any written
character or symbol.

Occupation, Trades and Employments.—-The sole occupation of the
Todawar tribe, as has alrcady been stated, consists in tending their
cattle, conducting dairy operations, and building or repairing their huts,
They are indolent and slothful, and may be seen sitting listless and
inactive for hours and hours together, apparently nnconscious of every-
thing around them, and seeking no companionship whatever. The
wives are treated by their husbands with marked respect and attention,
" and, unlike most of the Indian races and Natives of the east generally,
sre not regarded as mere houschold slaves: they are left at home to
perform what European wives consider their legitimate share of duty,
and do not even step out of doors to fetch water or wood, which, for
domestic or other purposes, is brought to them by vne of their husbands,
T'he Toda women employ their leisure hours in embroidery work, which
they execute in a clever off-hand manner ; others amuse themselves in

singing, of which all appear very fond.

Diet.—The diet of the Todawar tribe consists of milk, curds, ghee,
and the different millets and cereals grown on these Hills. It is said
that formerly they lived exclusively on the milk of the buffaloe, with
such roots, herbs, and fruits as the forests produced ; but they now make
use of rice, wheat, barley and other grains. They also eat the flesh
of the sambre, deer, and some believe that they ecat the flesh of the
young buffaloe ; but my inquiries did not satisfy me that such was the
case. The rice is boiled in the usual way. The wheat and other grains
are either made into gruel or cakes and thus eaten. They also make
use of milk curds and ghee—the latter largely, either mixed with food
or by itself. Salt is only made use of occasionally with their food, pers
haps once in three or four days.

Marriage Rites and Wedding Ceremonies,—Among the Todas marriages
are contracted in a style to which, for simplicity and the absence of
ceremony, it is difficult to find a parallel elsewhere, Unlike the natives
* of the plains, youth marriages are not in vogue amongst them; but,
like more civilized people, the -sexes marry only on attaining the age of
puberty. The girls on these Hills attain puberty at from 13 to 16 years
of age, in which respect they do not differ from the low country races.
No restriction, in the matter of personal choice and taste, is placed on
_ either sex belonging to the same tribe; but intermarriages with the
" other tribes are not permitted. The young folks do not at first consult
~their parents in the matter ; but carry on a courtship which is marked by



on their part, we may in charity pronounce as being more vﬂlhx
culpable, considering their own intense unsophistication. When the
season of this indiscreet sort of' wooing is over, and the rustic pair are
mutually pleased with each other, the successful swain leads the blushing
maiden (*) by the hand to her parents, before whom they both prostrate
themselves, and solicit their permission to become man and wife. Per-
mission being granted, on the appointed day the girl is led by her parents
to the homestead of her future husband, before whor she makes a grace-
ful genuflexion, bowing her head at the same time, and he then places
his foot on the fore part of her head.® If there be more brothers than
one, they all do the same in turn. This what we would consider rather
irreverent proceeding is with them to allintents and purposes equivalent
to the solemn and binding “ 1 will” of our marriage ceremony. The
placing the foot on the head is looked upon by them as a token of
respect and submission, and is used on other occasions besides
The Mide is now asked to perform some trifling household function-—
perhaps to cook a meal or fetch some water—her compliance with ‘which
constitutes her mistress of the new dwelling.f At one time, the bride
was taken to the nearest wood accompanied by the bndegroom and his
brothers, who in turn consummated the marriage, after which a meal
was prepared and partaken of by all before returning to their mund,
where the girl continued to live with them in common. Friends are
feasted on the day of the marriage, and a dower or Pureeum is paid by
the bridegroom to the parents of the bride, which varies in value accord-
ing to the prosperity of the bridegroom on the occasion. The dower
usually averages in value from 20 to 50 Rupees, and generally consists
of milch buffuloes and household chattels of various descriptions, This
marriage tie or coutract thus consummated, and which scarcely can be
ealled a ceremony or rite, is not regarded as binding cither on the hus-
band or wife ; for the husband may at will or caprice return his wife to
her parents, while she in turn may desert him and sclect another whom
she may prefer. £
Nomhrmoninmpcﬂormdwhm.wmhm
enciente ; but, on the approach of hbor, it used to be'the custom at one

* This implies a token of submission, MW“M&QW
approaches his master, he prostrates wummmmmie
his foot on his head."—Vide ww.mzw-dwh
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12 TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES.

time for a couple of the patient’s female friends to accompany her to the
_ mearest wood, rendering such assistance as they could during her confine-
" ment, In the meantime, the supposed father received intimation of the
fact, and he prepared for the reception of the mother and child a tem-
porary hut in the vicinity to which he conducted them and tended to
their wants for about a month, after” which the mother with her child
returned to the mund and rejoined her friends ; but the child was care~
fully concealed from frcinds as well as strangers for some three months.
No medicine is administered either to mother or child, and her food con-
sists of the usual cooked grains—the mother nursing the baby herself.
The child is bathed oceasionally in warm water, When born, the naval
string of the child is either cut with a blunt knife, or broken by the
hands of the female friends.

Funeral Rites—On a person dying, the corpse is laid out, dressed in
new eloths, and decorated with ornaments such as the decensed possessed
and placed in a bier, which is also decked out with green boughs, twigs,
and herbs, and it is thus retained in state for several days. On day
fixed for the performance of the funeral rites, the bier with the is
conveyed on the shoulders of four men and followed by a train of monrn-
ers, composed of the friends and relatives of the deceased of both sexes
and of ull ages, the greater portion of whom carry bundles of faggots, or
utensils containing ghee, milk, jaggery and grain, and who chant ina
doleful wailing tone an improvised requiem, the chief burden of which is
the good qualities of the defunct individual. On arriving at the spot
where the last offices are to be performed, the procession halts, and the
biér is placed on the ground ; the mourning relatives and friends now form
a circle around it, and sitting down continue to wail forth their lament~
ations, and at the same time constantly throw handfuls of earth or grain
towards the corpse. In the meanwhile, the funeral pile is being raised.
When completed, the heir or nearest relative of the deceased approaches
the corpse and cuts a lock or two of hair from the head, after which the'

+  body, with its decorations undisturbed, is placed upon the pile of faggots,

and other faggots are added to it, and while the process of throwing
earth and grain at the corpse and the wailing of the mourners are still'
continued, the pile is set fire to by some near kinsfolk and the conflagra-
tion briskly maintained by the addition of fresh faggots, and the process
of cremation is effected as speedily as possible. As the body is being
burnt, the relatives of the deceased conceal their heads with their mantles
and_continue to weep in sudible tones. After the body is completely
_ “burnt, and the pile begins to crumble, water is thrown on it, and the fire
is quencheds a search is made by the relatives among the ashes for any



relics of the deceased. -

After the performance d‘;deuhmy the umu
family sustaining the loss, shave their head and face, and the females
shorten their hair.  This, however, is only done by the younger members
to denote their respect for their seniors, This custom is not observed by
all the tribes ; some only put, aside their personal ornuments for a time,
During the period of mourning, visits of condolence arc paid by other
families to the family of the deceased, who daily continue to chant their
lamentations, in which the visitors join. After some days, the grieving
family migrates to another muod.

Among the Toda tribe, dead bodies are invariably subjected to erema-
tion, and various ceremonies are afterwards performed under the notion
that their deity is propitiated, and the well-being of the departed souls
thereby secured in the next world. The most important of these is one
at which animals are sacrificed, and great concourses of the various tribes
ussemble. It is usually kept up annually, and consists of feasting,
dancing, slaughtering animals, and other ceremonies extending over
several days. ‘At the present day, it is not such an exciting and m
spectacle as it was formerly. ~ On the first day, this annual fun
mony is commenced with dancing. Twenty to fifty men of the tribe
open the ceremony by starting off’ into o kind of dance. They form
themselves into ranks of two deep, join hands and dance round and
round, holding their wands in the left hand. They begin with a steady
walk shouting out ha! hoo! ha! hoo! but the pace soon quickens, the
steps become more nimble, and keep time to the unvaried howling tune
of ha! hoo! which is shouted out faster and louder. The figure of the
dance commences by all merely advancing, then crossing their feet they
wheel rapidly round and fall back into files of two and two, slackening
their pace into a steady walk ; the step now becomes quiclker, and the
‘evolution is repeated. These successive stages are performed without
variation and in rapid alternation for a full hour or longer, during which
time those who become fatigued are replaced by others. As this exciting
dance is going on, food, consisting of rice and other grains, is being pre-
Mald.vhnrwlynﬂ M&mdu:ndinviwdmm'.

. Ad-ilir';lu of collecting relics of horie from the cremated ashos efﬁ’
a-t.umsy the Hindoos or Moonduhs. ~ Vide the wgm
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14 TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES,

around & hut erected for the oceasion by the relatives of the deceased.

- The men and women sit apart in separate rows, and observe an orderly
decorum. The boiled rice and grain of other kinds is served out with
ghee on leafy plates to each guest by two Toda men, who act as attenders
and pay particular attention to the female portion of the guests. Inside
the hut, over the front door of which seme obsolete and current coins
are suspended, some of the near relatives of the deceased are seated,
serving out rice, &c., to other guests. After the repast is over, the
dancing is again resumed by some ; while others, comprising the younger
and more active men, proceed to where the bufialoes are penned, to
make a sclection of the apimals intended for the sacrifice. In former
times, on tbe death of & Toda, his entire herd was sacrificed. Men
leaped into the pen with their clubs, and the animals were beaten to
death at much personal rigk, for the T'oda buffaloes are strong and fierce,
even attacking strangers on their walks if they incautiously appronch too
near them. The British Government put a stop to this eruel practice
of wholesale slaughter, and at the present day no more than one or two
animals are sacrificed at this annual ceremony. The whole herd was
sacrificed in the superstitions belief that they were thus secured to the
deceased in the next world.

A%smilar custom prevailed amongst the ancients Seythians, and
indeed is adopted by all savage nations—the sacrifice of a favorite horse,
slave, or wife, in the hope that its services would thus be secured in the
next world. The Todas believe that, unless this be done, the departed
soul will have no peace, and will for ever haunt the place it lived in
on earth *

At these annual holocausts, the best and most valuable of the herd
ought to be sacrificed ; but the Todas, growing wise in their generation,
select some of the old, barren, and uscless animals for this purpose,

The fateg animals are dragged by the horns into a ring or pit, which
is surrounded on all sides by an embankment, and from 30 to 40 yards

* An analogous custom obtains at the present day in China, and for aught we
know, might have existed from time immemorial. When & person dies, be he
wenlthy or otherwise, his household goods, comprising it may be the most gor.
geous silk apparel, trinkets, and ornaments of great value, are placed with the
corpse in the coffin and thus interred, so that the ceineteries aud sepulchres form

literally mines of untold treasure. It is a fact that not an insignificant part of
2% mwwwmmmswuwumqﬂ
Muuﬂm was obtained by desecrating the Mausolei
m-rthumn—ln.



On the second day, the mehngntothe mm&
doomed animals are penned up. While a party is howling and dancing
outside the enclosure, another party enters it, and with their club-like
staves irritate and torment the animals, who rush about infuriated, con-
fased, and wild in all directions, sometimes goring their tormentors and
causing accidents of a serious nature. As the animals are running
about, two or three of the men adroitly seize them by the horns, spring
on to their heads, and cling there. The beasts becoming more excited
and infuriated, rush madly around the arena, while the confusion, noise,
and excitement of the dancers outside reach their climax. The dance
is somewhat different from that of the preceding day. The men arrange
themselves in a circle around a long pole— ornamented at the top,
middle, and lower end with cowrie shells, and held in its place by two
men--and around this pole the dancing goes on for some time, and is
followed, as on the previous day, by a repast. After the meal, the ashes
of the deceased are mixed with water brought from the nearest stream,
and sprinkled on the stakes which guard the entrance of the enclosure.
The ground in front of the enclosure is broken up, and a new cloth or
mantle is spread over it. The mourning kinsfolk and friends approach
the spot with their heads and faces concealed under their mantles, pick
up handfuls of the loosened earth which they throw into the enclo-
sure three times, and the same number of times on the cloth, all the
while exhibiting demonstrative grief and sorrow. After this, two or
three men rush into the enclosure, and drag out, one by one, the fated
buffaloes to the front of the newly erected hut. Here they are brought
forward separately, securely beld by three or four strong men, and
struck a powerful blow on the head with a small axe by a kinsman of
the deceased, the blow generslly proving instantancously fatal. Some-
times the mantle containing the relics of the decensed, is brought to the
scene of slaughter and sprinkled with the blood of the animal first
killed and a requiem sung over it. The carcasses of the animals are
dragged to the enclosure of the pit, and their heads laid upon the cloth
spread in front of it. The men prostrate themselves on these dead
bodies, ery over them, and, in & piteous and rather affectionate manner,
fondle, caress, and kiss the face of the animals, in which they are joined
by the woman, who set up a howling lament and add to the impres-
siveness of the scenc. The Kotars and Kurumbas come in for the

carcasses. 't , e -‘~’¢s“‘ﬂ‘“,‘§
’ .
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The ceremony of the third and last day consists in simply setting

fire to the hut. This is done by the women. The hut with the

. slanghtered buffaloes, the Todas firmly believe, are thus safely trans-
F- ferred to the spirit of the deceased in the next world.”

The display and expensc at these annusl ceremonies vary with the
means of the families by whom they are commemorated.

Drities or objects of Worship.—~The Todas have several deities. The
principal one is called “ Hiriadeva,” or bell-god, and the bell so deified,
is hung around the neck of the best buffalo in their herds, as an object
of worship, and considered sacred.t To this deity they offer pnycn

. and libations of milk. Another of their deities is the “hunting-,

! to whom they pray for success in their hunting expeditions. The sun
is also adored and worshipped as a deity. The Todas believe in the
doctrine of transmigration of souls, which is termed by them “ Huma
Norr;" but they do not appear to have any explicit ideas on the subject.
They are a very superstitious people, and have faith in omens and prog-
nostications, and as they give credence to the influence of witcheraft,
they are easily imposed upon by the Kurumbas and Irulas, who pretend
to practice it,

Sacred persons and places.—They have also what are called Zirriari
or sacred groves, which are inhabited by a class of monks, who are called
Palals or milkmen, to each of whom is attached a Kavilal por watchman.
The Kavilal performs all the menial offices for the Palal, and tends the
herd of sacred animals attached to each sacred grove or mund, which is
kept exclusively for the use of these sanctified individuals. The buffalo
with the bell, or the chief of the sacred herd, is not milked, its calves
being permitted to consume entirely the milk of their dam. Some of
these sacred groves have bheen deserted, and at present there are only
three in existence on these Hills,

The offices of Palal and Kavilal are voluntarily assumed either by
married men or bachelors. The choice having being made, and the consent -
of the neighbours and friends obtained, the candidate throws off his gar-
ment as a token of his having entirely renounced the pleasures and
enjoyments of the world. Hemwmwnmﬁ:dndw

L2

* The Kols believe the same, and have food, m«mmmm
the body, or buried with the ashes of the dead. Vide Col. E. T. nm-.&
Mw Kols"—New Series—Ethn. Trans., Vol. vi, page 39—En.
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 the juice of the bark, and bathes himself afterwards in Am
. stream. This he does several times during the week that he, Wi&
the forest. All this time, he i in & perfoct state of nudity, and a seanty
supply of parched gruin forms his only sustenance. After the-

_tion of the week, his friends visit and present him with a piece of course
cloth, which he fastens around bis waist and guits the forest, conducted
by the assembled Todss of the district to the Tirriari, and enters on-
thceﬂeaofl‘dd After assuming this office, the individuals not only
lead a life of sinless rotisement, but adopt habits of remarkable simplis
city. . They are never scen with more than a simple strip of coarse cloth:  *
around their waist, and they subsist exclusively on the milk yielded by .
the sacred herd. They do not often leave their retired abodes, where
their whole time is spent in unceasing meditation and prayer. Females
are not allowed at any time to enter, or even to approach these sacred
munds, nor can any member of the tribe hold conversation with the
holy monk or his assistant without special permission being first obtain=
ed, and, cven then, the conversation must be carried on from a distance:’
" M any of the tribe chance to meet a FPalal on his way to a village,
which, on occasions few and far between, he does visit, the most servile
respect is shown to him. The individual who meets him at once pros-
trates himself, or herself, before his sacred presence. All the tribes,
even the Badagas, respect, and fegr him. Ie is gemerally avoided,as
he is held in superstitious dread ; but if' the Palal condescends to speak.
to nny of the tribe, the person addressed approaches him with awful
uvme, bowing and making obeisance with the onuprud hand raised
.Q\‘h brow, and anything the Palal may nsk for is at once given up to
him. Altogether there is no individual who exercises a greater power.
glmtroloverthemmdsofthmmbathanthehm. B

*dwmmmd civilization is gradually penetrating and
 shedding its benign ray on these dark abodes, and its enlightening influ-

ence is stealing in perceptible degrees not only over the mind of the
MMWMV&M&&MMM&
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“These Toda monks never accumulate any property for themselves or
for their family. Any funds that they may receive are laid ont in the
ymdmdotherbuﬂ‘doaforthe'hm

In each Tirriari or grove are two huts—one for the Palal, the other
for the Kavilal ; an enclosure or “ tyel” for the sacred herd of buffaloes ;
a scparate hut for the calves; and a small conical thatched building,
intended for a temple, in which one or more bells are placed.

The ceremony for the initiation of the Kavilal is somewhat similar to
that described for the Palal ; but is less rigorous, and lasts for & shorter
time. He lives in a separate hut, and does not associate in any way
with the Palal.

Both the Palal and Kavilal may resign their offices by giving a
month's notice ; but should they wish to resume them again they carnot
do 80 except by undergoing a second time the necessary ceremony.

Donations and offerings of different value and kind are not unfre-
quently made to these sacred groves by not only the Toda, but by all
the other tribes, These gifts comprise milch buffaloes or heifers which
are added to the sacred hcrd and cloths similar to those worn by the
Palal.

Besides the Palal, there is another kind of religious functionary, who
is callell the * Pogjary” or Village Priest. To undertake this office, it is
necessary that the candidate should isolate himself from his family and
friends and resort to some jungle, where he must remain for two days
and nights, stripped to the skin, and exposed to all the severities of the
climate. To enable him to bear these, the bark juice of the Tiarr tree.
is smeared all over his body, which subserves the double purpose of
protecting his frame from the cold as well as purifying it. On the third
day, after bathing, he is permitted to shelter himself in a hut, where he
remains for thirty days, which completes the qualifications necessary to
constitute him a Varshaly. During this time he is attended by a
menial, who is selected from his owntnbe..odleds Tarvaly, and who
resides in & separate hut.

Tbedutyofﬂ:ethdyn;toeoudnctdltbedmymd&o :
village. He is not permitted to touch the milk, but may have as much~
ghee as he may require. The engagement for this office is usually
hhd.tﬂmymmbmmemwma-uh

‘Sometimes, there is a kind of deputy attached to the person of
“Wyﬁoheﬂhdwy Aﬂ&encﬂmmm
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the most sacred of all work, and are performed only at stated times.
The milk is nsually drawn before sunrise, and again after sunset; and,
when concluded, the process of converting the curds into butter, and
&aﬂnhﬁog!m,hpmddwith. m;heeiamemly“m
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their head and other parts of the body. :

Religion.—Considered as a whole, the Tods religion forms a confused
compound of overwhelming superstition and ignorance, with Paganism
as its fundamental constituent. The Todas are not practical idolaters,
nor have they any definite notions of their symbolical objects or places
of worship. Their dairy buffuloes and bell are fused into an incompre=
hensible mystic whole or unity, and constitute their prime object of
adoration and worship,

Villages and Hamlets,~A mund or mott is the term used to designate
a bamlet or village by the Toda tribe. Each mund or hamlet usually
comprises about five buildings or huts, three of which are used as dwell-
ings, one as a duiry, and the other for sheltering the calves at night.
These Luts or dwellings form & peculiar kind of oval pent-shaped
construction, usually 10 feet bigh, 18 feet long, snd 9 feet broad. The
entrance or door-way into this building measures 32 inches in height and
18 in width, and is not provided with any door or gate; but the entrance
is closed by means of a solid slab or plank of wood from 4 to 6 inches
thick, and of sufficient dimensions to entirely block up the entrance.
Thig sliding door is inside the hut, and so arranged and fixed on two
stout stakes buried in the earth, and standing to the height of 24 to 3
feet, as to be easily moved to and fro. There are no other openings or
outlets of any kind cither for the escape of smoke or for the free ingress
and egress of atmospheric air, The door-way itself is of such small
dimensions, that, to effect an entrance, one has to go down on all fours,
and even then much wriggling is necessary before an entrance can be
‘effected. The houses are neat in appearance, and are built of bamboo
closely laid together, fastened with rattan, and covered with thatch,
which renders them water-tight, FEach building has an end walling
before and behind, composed of solid blocks of weod, and the sides are
covered in by the pent-roofing which slopes down to the ground. The
front wall or planking contains the entrance or door-way, The inside
" of ahut s from 8 to 15 feet square and is sufficiently high in the middle

_ to admit of a tall man moving about avith comfort. On one ﬂ&c
is a raised platform or pial formed of clay, shont 2 feet high, and covered
with sambre or buffaloe skins, or sometimes with a mat. mm
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is used as a sleeping place. On the opposite side is a fire-place and &
- slight elevation on which the cooking utensils are placed. In this part
~ of the building faggots of firewood are seen piled up from floor to roof,
and secured in their place by loops of rattan. Here also the rice-pounder
or pestle is fixed. The mortar is formed by a hole dug in the ground
7 to 9 inches deep and rendered hard by constant use. The other house-
hold goods consist of 3 or 4 brass dishes or plates, several bamboo
measures, and sometimes a hatchet. In one hut I found an old table
knife, two empty beer bottles, and a broken goglet.

Each hut or dwelling is surrounded by an enclosure or wall formed of
Joose stones piled up 2 to 3 feet high, and includes a space or yard
‘measuring 13 X 10 feet.

¢ Dairy or Temple.—The dairy, which is also the temple of the mnnl. is
sometimes a building slightly larger than the others, and usually contains
two compartments, separated by a centre planking. One part of the
dairy is a sort of storehouse for ghee, milk, and curds, contained in
scparate vesscls. The outer apartment forms the dwelling-place of the
Poojary or dairy-man who is sometimes called the Varshaly. The
door-ways of the dairy are of smaller dimensions than those in the dwell-
I ing huts, being 24 x 18 inches, The dairy or temple is usually situsted
* ot some small distance from the habitations, and strangers never attempt
to approach too near it, for fear of incurring the ill-will of the deity who
is believed to preside within, This belief is general among all the
tribes. Females are excluded, and the only parties who are free to come
and go are the boys of the family, The flooring of the dairy is lgvel, -
and at one end there is a fire-place. Two or three.milk pails or potlm
all that it usually contains.

The buts where the calves are kept is a simple building smwm
like the dwelling huts.

These munds are usually situate in well selected
gpots, where woodland, streamlet, and lawn combine to render the

W

scape pictaresque and attractive. There are at the present day lﬂ
Toda munds or bamlets in existence on the Neilgherries. =

" Caitle and (attle Pens—In the vicinity of the munds tl! “‘“.
pens or fuel which arc cireular enclocures-nmnndadbytlm.m
wall with a single entrance guarded by powerful wooden stakes, ﬂ
these the herds of buffaloes are kept at night, Mmﬂw

d of these animals. The milk sobtained from them km"ﬂw
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appears to be  peculiar species indigenous to thess Hillsnlone.” They |

are exccedingly powerful in build, and long in carcass, -They have
searcely any hump; the chest is broad and deep ; the legs short and

sturdy ; the head large and heavy, and surmounted by horns set
wide apart and curved differently to those of the animals seen on the
plains, the points being re-curved inwards, outwards, and forwards.
- The whole of the herds presented this feature. They carry their heads
low, and from this peculiar curvature of the"horns, it gives them at first
sight a_bull-dog appearance. Along the crest of “the neck, hump, and
back, thereis a thick growth of hair like a mane, which imparts a bison=
like appearance to these animals. They are known to be fierce, and
rather dangerous animals to approsch incautiously. At sight of a
stranger they throw up their heads; run back for some distance, when
“they abruptly halt and turn towards the object of their fears, st whom
thcy'ﬁercely stare with heads erect ; cautiously advance and retire, and
gather together in a compuct serried mass prepaved for attack., A
other times, the whole herd start suddenly into an impetuous rush with
their heads carried low, and overrun, gore, or trample to death the
object that has excited their anger.

~ Imethis manner tigers and other beasts of prey are often kept at bay,
or killed by the simultaneous rush of the animals.*

- The system of inbreeding accounts for the remarkable similarity of
appearance about the horns so characteristic of these animals.

. Theymgoodmilkm yielding daily from five to nine quarts of very
rich well flavored milk. chnnd this, they are turned to no nse
vhnnuf .

OI late years, the Toda buffaloes have become subject to murrain and
Q’?ﬁ diseases, and, what with the number that is annually sacrificed,

[ ',zk ?

'.~ * Inthe Orissa Jungles, the Berdaman pickes bis buffaloes in & clrsleyand

: ﬂnguc nights in the centre of the herd, where he is said to be perfeetly safe
mﬁimdonofbe-mdpwy, &c.—Em s
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and submit their o to the yolke, and are turned to any side tyﬂ.m

wand. In the Hyderabad and Bellary Districts, the mmmum' :
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will not become extinet.* &
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“The best animal is sclected to carry the Hiriadeva or the Toda's
" bell-god. This office is made hereditary, and descends in uninterrupted
succession from cow to calf.

The tuel or pen is a ciremlar enclosure, varying in size according to
the number comprising the herd. It is generally located in some
sheltered spot, and embanked to the height of three or four feet.

During the rains, the windward side of the pen is bushed with brush-
wood to protect the herd from the cold and piercing winds.

These pens having no covering above, the cattle are exposed at all
seasons to the rains and wun, while the floor is covered with the accumn -
lation of their own droppings. The young calves, however, prior to
being weaned, are very carefully looked after, and kept under shelter
at all times of the year. During the day the calves either accompany
their dams, or are grazed separately under the care of an attendant,

Towards evening the herd is driven back to the tuel when such of the
male and female members of the family who are present, assembietand
make obeisance to the animals by bowing and raising the open right
hand to the brow, resting the thumb on the ridge of tbe nose, after
which the animals are shut in for the night.{ 3

The Todas keep no other animals, except perhups'- cat or two for,

_ the purpose of destroying the rats and other vermin that infest the
vilhges in great numbers.

Nature of Diseases and Ailments,—These Hill tribes are subject to a

Variety of disenses; but they manifest the greatest susceptibility to
attacks of fever, rheumatism, and small-pox. i

*Of late years, the Todas have fallen into the hands of usurers, a class of
Lubbays or Mcors from the low country, who advance them money ummr-
ant interest, to secure the ghee they mannfacture. These men frequently seize
and earry away their buffaloes, to cover the principal and interest, in case the
Todas fail in their contract—Ep. >

% The Todas hold grazing lands on favorable terms from the Gonm.d, ¥
~ bat, ut the same time, they receive a certain sum from Government for the lands

- mow comprising the station of Om-uul,whhhm,wn“.

.h-mu-mesmuymmm.sanmam ‘ :




[

e T 1%‘. A i ’l»,"_.”‘.,"

uua-mem&mua“- |
mwmmmmmmmmﬁa‘;”
been so prevalent. G T

Tbhcﬁmwhkh&qnﬁrugm«dlyduwm
either of the intermittent, remittent or typhoid varieties. thhyum
the venereal disease is also met with, One case that I cmﬂnd.whhll
the patient confessed having contracted from his own tribe, presented
gonorrheea, chancre, and buboes. Ophthalmia and cataract are com-
monly seen, and perhaps caused in a great measure by their smoky
ill-ventilated habitations. When an outbreak of small-pox or other
epidemic occurs in any of their hamlets, the inhabitants who escape
from its ravages remove to another mund or village, of which each clan
keeps several,’ leaving the sick to be attended to by a few persons who
have once had the disease. g

They do not appear to have any knowledge of medical drugs or of
the treatment of disease, nor are they often known to seek the aid or
advice of their European neighbours ; but when assistance is offered to
them gratuitously, they receive and appear to appreciate it, »

Alleged scarcity of Offspring.~It is a common belief that the women
of the Toda tribe are not prolific in child-bearing, and this has been
connected with their polyandrous marriage system in the relation of
cause and effect. But this I am inclined to doubt, as, from personal
inquiry, I am satisfied that the females individually bear as many as
from 4 to 12 children. It is true that a large number of children is
rarely seen in the same family ; but this, in my opinion, is owing to the
climate of the hills being inimical to infantile life. In infancy the
mortality is known to be very great, not only among the natives, but
also among the Europeans; and if there be a slight difference in favor
of the latter, it is easily and satisfactorily accounted for when we contrast

+ the superior advantages possessed by Europeans, on the score of physical
stamina, hygiene, regimen, habits, and mode of life, with the wretched

- condition of the Natives, who are poor, ill-fed, badly clothed, and living

in hamlets defective in sanitation, together with early marriages and
child-bearing, prolonged lactation, and excess of venery resulting from
their system of polyandry. Abortions and premature hhtlnmd

frequent occurrence, and are attributable to the same cauges. )

Both the men and women of the Tdnkibeahiﬁtmmﬂ
s&.um”d&mmumnquﬁ
as in sickness, they carefully tend and cherish. s’ e \
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- Legends.—1 was unable myself to trace the existence of any legendary
stories or traditions among these tribes, whereby some clue mghth
ohnhedutotbarpunhiumryndtmemgm ;

The Reverend Mr. Metz, in m,*'rnw inhabiting the Neilgherries,”
relates a long story concerning two brothers of the Toda tribe, who, it
is said, fell out, and parted on their way down to the low country.  The
story goes on to say that one of the brothers met some fairy birds, who
reproached him for having quarrelled with his brother, when, being
seized with remorse and conscience-stricken, he prayed to the ruling
deity for the restoration of his brother, which was granted. Some time
afterwards the same brother, fecling weary of his life, miraculously
disappeared throngh the agenecy of the fairies, leaving his brother to
perform his funeral rites, and who, on its completion, undertook a
pilgrimage to the mountain tops, and “ has never since been heard of”
Mr. . Metz adds that he was probably carried off by wild beasts. This
fiction, however, as a legend of the past, possesses but little interest, as
it throws no light whatever on the by-gone times of these singular
tripes, who are so enveloped in doubt and mystery as to leave their true
origin and past history debatable questions to the present day.

Todar names for Hills.

Cairn Hill, Kell code.

Fern Hill. Poonthut,

Rhode Hill. Nurrigal vem.

Mount Rose, Oothut.

Makoortee Hills, Caave and Carreen.

-Name for Cairns— Phins. : L

The following list will give an idea of the population of the nad-

generally : — .

Kandal mund... 4 huts 10, men 4, women 9, children, uf,
Mungeulu o W s & .n ‘3 » 6 % & J»%
Boodthoo v 2 9w Tt i
Mh”u- 2 » 3 » 3 » 4 . x 7 Wa =

The Collector gives the Toda munds as 106 huts, and a poj

“of 704. In Captain Ouchterlony's Memoir, they are given as 85°

55

387, respectively, in 1847 ; from which it will be scen that during the
um@mmmwumaumuwu;{ 2
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REMARKS.

EVER since tbennt discovery of the Neilgherries, and thronghonnle

half century nearly that they have now been occupied by Europeans,
considerable curiosity and interest have been manifested towards the:
singular native tribes who pre-existed on these Hill ranges from a very

remote period, the starting point of whigh, however, has never been

definitely traced, and remains still an unravelled mystery. Not a few

theories and conjectures have been advanced from time to time by

writers interested in the subject. Some of these have not been wanting

in ingenuity, nor deficient in facts, both new and interesting, relative

to the social habits and customs, religion, and language of these tribes ;

yet the exact date and mode of their settlement on the Hills cannot be

considered to have been set finally at rest by any of the evidentiary facts

which have hitherto been brought forward. e

- Noris it in the least surprising that the inquiry should be beset with
so much difficulty, considering that, up to this time, but few traditional
records or vestiges, in the shape of monuments and coins, have been
found to exist among them, by which additional light might be thrown
on the subject ; for the discovery of such, in researches of this nature,
always affords valuable aid in clearing up dubious points in the past
history ofdlhnmm races, and which, were it not for their existence,
might ever remain as unsolved problems.

Some writers affirm that the Neilgherries have been peopled from
~ time immemorial, the Todawar tribe being regarded as a remnant of the
aboriginal race. This idea appears to have had its origin from the fact
of this tribe itself claiming sovereignty of the soil, and their right to it
being admitted by all the other tribes. Others, led away by the dis-
ewqdnfevm-bcbmdcmm,tbenﬂegedmpﬂorphyﬁed
peculiar habits and customs, and attractive costume of the
tribe, claim for them an ancestral origin which entirely dis-
mﬁmﬁmmyofmnnndimmotsonm lndh,uul
mummmmmwmmu
muu-u,mudﬁmmpnofmmlmudmﬁd
on these Hills at some very remote period. But, as identical stone-cut
have been opened up in numerous other parts of the plains
dhﬁnﬂﬁcﬂﬂm&&nﬂm&d‘mmm'vﬂt




mmmmamﬁummmmmmu

my humble opinion, warrant such a far-fetched idea.”

" The notion also that the Todawar tribe present any special pﬂlﬁ-
rities in their habits mdcmlﬂhngmge and religion, cosgme, or
ethnological features, is, T apprehend, when carefully analyzed, and com-
pared with those of the other Indtan races, more imagintry than real.

The Reverend Mr, Metz asserts his belief that these Hill tribes origin-
ally came from some place in the north-east, and endeavours to trace an
affinity between them and a race of people inhabiting the mountainous
District of Collegalt in the Ommbmm District, who, he makes out,
emigrated thither at the same time that the Hill tribes settled them-
selves on the Neilgherries. Captain Harkness, in his description of “ a
singular aboriginal race inhabiting the summit of the Neilgben‘le:;"
narrates the following traditionary account, which T here insert in his
own words :—

“ They bave some tradition bearing reference to a period about the
tinfe of Rayan, when they say they inhabited the low country. One
among these is that their forefathers were the subjects of Ravan, and
that, being afterwards unable to bear the severities imposed on them by
the successful Ravan, they fled to these mountains as a place of refuge,
driving their herds before them, carrying their females and children on
their shoulders, and vowing to wear no covering on their heads till they
had wreaked their vengeance on their oppressors. But I doubt the
genuineness of all these stories, and imagine they have gathered them
from some of their Hindoo neighbours.”}

This local tradition, imperfect as it is, and notwithstanding its being
somewhat arbitrarily repudiated by the narrator himself, contains, in
my humble impression, the only reliable clue to the true origin and past
history of the Neilgherry tribes, forming in this respect a solitary excep-
tion, on the score of veritableness, in the mass of evidence heretofore

» hrnmo Cairns are met with in all ysnolﬁomhn hdh.bothnﬁt_

Bm-phm and plains.

< 4" They must perhaps have for mumuwmuﬁ-
north-east, in the direction of Hassanoor beyond the Gazelbutty Pass. Part of

‘the tribe appeare to hiave settled in a northerly direction near Collegal, for Tam

‘frequently pressed to go to visit them, and bring back intelligence respecting
m«mr-mmm%m& SR N
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M;umm I submit Mam-ﬂm
and comparison of every point of dissimilarity in ethnology,
langugge, religion, social habits and customs, whereon have been based,
apparently, the several hypothesis witich pretend to establish, in whole
or in part, an origin for the Hill tribes isolated and distinct from that of
the Hindoos of she plains. Having investigated for myself, and taken
considerable interest and pains in the mb;ectafethmlogyuitm,
the various aboriginal races found scattered in the mountainous regions
of Southern Indis, such as the Shervaroy Hills, Hill Tradw, of Orissa
and Carnatic, where T had frequent opportunities of observing the pecu-
larities of several of these tribes, I am enabled to make an extended com-
parison between them and the tribes upon whose origin I venture now
to make a few comments in the present paper.

The Hill tribes, T affirm, ar¢ obviously allied by many affinities of lan-
guage and common characteristics of religion and customs with the Dra-
vidian races of the South of India, with whom, I believe, they have had
& common origin, and are neither Scythians nor Romans, nor indigenous
aborigines of the Hills they now occupy. They are like the other half-
savage races met with on all the low ranges of Hills in Southern India -
the remnants of a population who once oecupied the plains of India, over-
run by successive invasions of superior races, before whom they were
driven forward for shelter to their present respective mountainous habi-
tats, and where, as regards the Neilgherry tribes in particular, under
the influence of altered physical conditions and a cold and bracing eli-
mate, they acquired a hardihood of constitution and improved physique,
at the same time that their customs, language, and religion retained their
primitive, rude and uncultivated characteristics as a necessary result of
their long continued sequestration on thesg mountainous retreats,

This opinion appears to be borne out by the testimony of ancient
native historians as well, who divided Southern India into two great
provinces, which they respectively termed Chola Mundalum and Toda
' Mundalum. The extent of the former was included between the two
rivers Cauvery and Palar, while the latter embraced all the territory
that laid to the north of the Palar to the Ponnary, The latter, ibis
ﬂ,mmﬁdby-mmdwwbomwm
~understand how to cultivate the soil, and were solely a pastoral :
possessing large herds of cattle, with which they itinerated from
wwumumdm“-ﬁm
their herds, The Chola Mundalum province, on. the other ha ‘”w
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the son of one of whom, Adondai, invaded the Toda Mundalum® coun-
try, and rapidly brought the barbarous hordes who occupied it under his
subjugation and rule. It is possible, if not very probable, that the Neil-
gherry Todawars are a remnant of this ancient population. At any rate,
the description of the Toda Mundalum race and their mode of life find
# veri-gimilitude in that of the Todawars of the present® day.

I will now proceed to make a few summary observations on the several
alleged distinctive features, real or fallacions, which have led some
authors to aseribe an origin and past history to these Neilgherry tribes
that appear to militate against the idea of their being descended from a
common parent stock with the Dravidian races of the plains,

Firetly as to physical appearance, the only tribe on the Neilgherries
which can be said, as a body, to show a better appearance and physique
than the races on the plains are the Todawars; but this comparative
superiority on the part of this tribe does not hold true as regards every
race met with on the plains, for I have seen many of the latter equally
as well developed in bone and muscle, and not less good-looking in fea-
tures than the Todas ; for instance, the Masawars and Augumbadiers of
the south, and the Telngus of the north.t Among the latter, some
excellent specimens of the true Caucasian type of features are to be met
with. But, judging by actual measurements and weight, this alleged
superiority, I opine, vanishes altogether, or exists only in a very slight
degree, which, considering the advantages on the score of climate and
diet enjoyed by the Todawars, is not at all surprising. The following
table will serve to show the degree of apparcnt physical superiority pos-
sessed by the Todas over the races of the plains in Southern India and
other parts of the Presidency :—

* Tonda Mundolum—* Tondai @ gnrewrenL, or with the addition of Munda-~
lum yomr L 6uth, & province, country, of which Canjipuram (Conjeveram) was
the ancient capital—takes its designation from a shrub of the same name m
whlc.h it abounds."—Ellis’ Mirasi Rights, page 51, 3

‘ .mxmm.mnmuweauﬂ,umww
nmw.mmmmammz-ummpmmm
are of the same tribe. Head, decidedly Caucasian ; mhrhmu;nq“-

~ly an aquiline nose, and well-chiselled lips ; eyes and hair M.mwﬂ.
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From the table given above, showing the average measurements of
sixteen different tribes, it will be observed that the supposed physical
superiority apparent to the eye at first sight as regards the Todas,
yanishes when we come to actual measurements, as we find, on analyzing
this table, that the superiority of the Todas at present consists in age,
gize of chest, arms, and weight only ; but, when we take into account.the
difference of from one to thirteen years existing between the average age
of the Todas and that of the other tribes, we must allow that, with age,
the weight and proportions of different parts of the body will increase
also, which consideration confirms the observation that the superiority of
the Todas is more apparent than real in their physical conformation ; and
this will appear more clearly whermeasurements of men of equal age are
taken, for it must be admitted that such inerease will take place in most,
if not all, of the tribes enumerated here.

All these measurements were carefully made by myself, in tife presence,
and with the assistance, of many kind friends. .

1 also append to these remarks some measurements of the Todas and
other of the Iill tribes taken by Dr. Hunter, Superintendent of the
School of Arts, who also took photographs and casts of them.

This superiority of the Todas, I imagine, is in truth more a deceptive
impression, produced by the combined effect of their graceful costume,
self-possessed deportment, unturbaned heads, and peculiar mode of wear-
ing the hair—when contrasted with the inclegant attire, distasteful head-
dress, and style of hair-dressing of the native of the plains—which have
s0 much pleased the European eye, and thus originated the idea of the
Todawar’s physical superiority. This opinion may be easily demonstrated
by divesting Toda of his classically elegant toga, and making him wear
in licu the cummerbund and turban in the unseemly style of the low coun-
try native, or, in the case of the female, by concealing her flowing curls of
hair, and then it will readily be seen that the Todawar, male or female,
is not a whit better-looking, after all, than the less gracefully luirad
native of the plains.*

Their easy deportment before strangers, great nlf-po-ednn,_ﬂ
utter fearlessness—features which have been noticed as equally common
to the female as the male Toda—have been brought forward with some

* “The superiority of the Toda, in form and features, to the inhabitants of the
low lands, may wlso be partially owing to the improvement in bodily strength,

L m-ﬂl"ﬁ appearance that would be effected by a lengthened sjourn

the pure dﬁcﬂnim"—anudﬂeahm &
Tﬂum..mmmy 1851, page 345. u
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me to possess these qualities in » mare striking degree than what might
hupmdbumumnnyhanudmplewhommuhw
hﬁdlﬁoh&d&enﬂ&qmmy,mdwhulunhmﬂﬂq
for sume ages in a hardy mountain clime,’and leading an independent
pastoral life, T cannot avoid giving expression to the suspicion, moreover,
that these same gualities have been enhanced greatly by the kind, and
almost favoring, treatment this tribe has ever reccived at the hands of
Europeans, every one of whom, on their first arrival at Ootacamund,
never fhil to visit their Munds in the vicinity, and distribute donations
among their interesting inhabitants.

The following table facilitates observing the difference in the dimen-
sions, &e., of the several tribes given at page 18, more readily, as they
are here placed according to their precedence under the several heads, in
the numerical order in which they stand.*

* The weights, and measurements given in the following table were carefully
taken by patented instruments I had constructed expressly for the purpose. In
taking the weights an allowsnce was made for their light clothing worn at the
time, more especially in the case of the women, as the men were generally
weighed in their langooties. In taking the circumference of the head, the tape-
measure was allowed to rest on the frontal ominences before, anid, the ocupital
protuberance hehind, and an allowance was made for the hair also.” The
length of arm was taken from the acerominn process of the scapule, and the
length of Jegs from the inferior spinous process of the Ilium. The age was

 calenlated from what the parties themselves had to say, together with thelr
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by Richard F. Burton, Lisut., Bombsy Army, 1651—vide page 349,
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peculiarity. Mﬁﬂrh&hlﬂﬁmﬁnuﬁmo‘ﬁnﬂﬁmh
0 far that the head-dress or the tarban of the latter is eschewed, Like
them, however, the Todawars wear the lungooty, or small waist-cloth,
and instead of the larger folds of drapery worn round the pelvis by the
natives of the plains, this tribe have adopted the toga, or mantle, which,
from its stout texture and the manner in which it is made to envelope or
¢loak the entire body, is evidently a modification of attire necéssitated by
the colder and severer climate in which they reside. The turban is not
universally eschewed amongst this tribe as is believed, for I have met
with some who do wear it, apparently the more well-to-do Todawars.
The great scarcity of cotton fubrics on the Hills, perhaps, first led them
to abandon this head-dress, the temperate nature of the climate permit-
ting them to do so with perfect impunity. The Khonds and Baboos of
Bengal, the Nairs of Malabar, and other abject tribes on the Western
Const go about bare-headed like the Todas,

As regards language, the Hill tribes cannot be said to possess a distinet
language of their own; for that which is spoken by them is a mixed
dialect of Tamil, Canarese, and Telugu, corrupted and modified some-
what by their sequestered life and want of more frequent association with
the other Dravidian races, amongst whom these tongues are preserved
in their pristine purity and pronunciation.*

The same long-continued seclusion of the Hill tribes also accounts for
the few slight differences that are found to exist in their social habits and
customs when compared with those of the races on the plains, Like the
Hindoos, each of these Hill tribes is subdivided into several intersections,
who, like the caste sections of the former, do not intermarry with each *
other, and observe slight differences in their ceremonial and religious
performances, at the same time that the institution of caste in its true

* “There is no doubt of the Toda belonging to the Dravidian stock of lan«
guages, agreeing more with Tamil than any of the others, being stroply a corrup-
tion of the T'amil language as spoker by the lower classes—40 per cent. belonging
bhmmﬂwm being the result of corruptions so completely
transformed that their connections cannot now be traced. The pronouns, numerals,
first and second person of its verbsl inflections; prove this beyond doubt being -
most allied to Tamil.”— Vide Caldwell's Comparative Grammar,

- “ It has been proved by the Rev. Schmidt's Vocabulary of the Toda m

st the Toda language is an obsolete dialect of the Tamil, containing many

directly derived from Sanserit, but corrupted into words 0 debased and
hard, no stone is hard enough to touch them on.”—Goa and the Blue Mountains,
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Brahminieal forms is not nengnhdmglt them. Batno more did
caste belong to the Hindoos originally : its origin is of a recent date,
‘probably about the period when the priestly order came first into exist-
ence and the Brahmins became the dominsnt race, who, ‘to render the
line of demarcation bLetween themselves and the conquered races an
effectual barrier to any intercrossing connections being formed, establish-
ed these elaborate artifices, so that the absence of caste in the Hill tribes
does not negative the theory of their having had a common origin with
the Hindoos, It cannot be denied, however, that the Hill tribes, in a
few of their habits and ceremonial cnstoms, contrast somewhat with the
Hindoo races ori the score chiefly of simplicity and primitive character—
for instance, in their marriage celebrations ; but this dissimilarity does
not exist in a greater degree than what might be expected, considering
that, while the onc has remained in almost its original ‘state of rude
barbarism and rural innocence, the other came long ago under the meta-
morphizing influence of civilization.

In regard to Polyandry, which is in existence to this very day amongst
the Todawar tribe, it is a system which has long prevailed in many parts
of India under various phases, not only in several parts of Southern Indis,
but in Thibet, the Himalayas, Coorg, Ceylon, Travancore, and Malabar
and Canara, variously modified ;* for instance, among the Marawars of
the South, a man may marry one or several sisters together, and, although
it is not the rule, it is madc a matter of convenience. Polygamy in a
great variety of cases is common enough among the higher and more
civilized classes of the Hindoo races. The marriage tie is also equally lax
in principle, and is often disregarded and broken among them as in the
Hill tribes; but the practice of alloting one wife to all the brothers of a

" family forms more a rule among the Todawar tribe than others. From
the Scriptures, we learn that the Jews were directedf to raise seed for a
defunct brother by co-habiting with his widow, to descend .
tojthe several brothers of the family} Persians marry with their Mhug

sisters, and daughters.| .
* Vide Balfour's 2nd Supplement to the Cyclopmdia drticle Polyandry, p'. :
106—111. $d Lk

Nayumars or Nayuer women enjoy -ﬂm&mhm

Abbé Dubois' “ Description of the character, manners, and customs of the people

of India." oY
+ Deuteronomy. xxv, 5. el 2
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coubinage by the younge brothers. - » kg T
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 Polyandry* reccived a partial FEWEIDR mmmi}
mem&m&%m 1
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Dropudi became the wife of the brothm}’hﬁ.-“mm
residing at Ekachakra-nagaram (Oude) in disguise as beggars
wﬂ%m&u “ Kuntidevi.” Rajah * Drubada made a vow that he
give his daughter Dropudi in marriage to the best areher, and
that view opened's “ Sivayam Varam” (competitive examination)
to all candidates at Panchala (Punjsub) the scat of his government. A
machine was set up called Jala Enthram, which consisted of a wooden
wheel placed at the top, and which wheel was provided with a box on
its axle, through which the archer had to take aim and shoot his arrow
when the wheel was in a rotatory motion, marking the shadow of a fish
in & tub of water below, without looking at the substantive object above,
Among others, the Pandavas, disguised, went to the Sivayam Varam and
Arjunen, one of the five brothers, won the day by effectnally discharging
the arrow at the wooden fish placed at the top of the revolying wheel
above described. Drubada (the Rajah) then gave his daughter in marri-
age to Arjunen, and celebrated the ceremony with great solemnity. The
bride was brought home by the Pandavas ; and, on arrival, they told
their mother Kuntidevi, before showing her the bride, that they had
brought a rare object, and wished her orders. In reply, the mother said,
“share it equally among you five brothers.” They then showed Dropudi,
when the mother said, “it is left to you to act up or not to your promise.”
They then agreed between themselves to observe the directions of their
mother, and from that time Dropudi was considered the common wife of
all five brothers,

.

’Mﬁmwmmbymmommwmn.wuch is not very
creditable to them. To Polygamy which was not unfrequent among the ancient
natives of Europe, and was, and is universal among those of Asfa, was substi-
tuted, according to him, polyandry. “Ten or twelve of them have thelr wives
in common, especially brothers with brothers, and parents with children, but
if ‘there bé offspring, the child is deemed to be his, who first espoused the
virgin.” T know no example of & plurality of husbands in any part of the world,
except in the ease of the people of Bhootan, and of some Hindu tribes of Southern
India as in the example of some castes of the Mabratia State of Coorg. As how-
‘ever Caesar makes no mention of the existence of this practice among the neigh-
bouring Gauls, whom the Britons so much resembled, and as no future writer, so
~ faras I am aware, has repested the allegasion, I think its existence must ba
. congidered as very doubtful, more especially when I find that one of i
~ implies & violation of the laws of natare itself.—* Etbnological Traus., vol. v, pp.
Wmmrmwwd -
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- Some time after, Narada Mahumunee (great saint) came to the Pan-
davas, and in the course of conversation recited various anecdotes where-
in disputes had arisen in consequence of one female being placed common
to several persons, and advised that the five brothers should

Dropudi by turns, wherenpon it was resolved that Dropudi should reside
a8 the exclusive bride for une year with each brother, so that each had
his turn as husband in five years. It was likewise determined upon thaty
in the event of any one of the brothers, other than he who was consider-
ed the lawful husband for the year, entering the room when they (the

-husband and Dropudi) were together, the trespasser was to goon a

pilgrimage to bathe in sacred rivers for one whole year to purge away
the sin. Such a fate befel Arjunen during Durmarajah’s turn,”*

Polyandryt also existed from fime immemorial in the Cashmere valley,
in Thibet, and in the Sevalik mountains, It is also said to exist in Sylhet
and Cachar, Tn the present day the women of Thibet have three or four,
husbands, and are as jealous of them, it is said, as a Turk polygamist.
Major Cunningham remarks that, among the Botis of Ladak, pol
is strictly confined to brothers ; each family of brothers, like the
having only one wife common to' them, and the number of hulhuqb
varying from two to four4 Among the natives of Alpine Bengal, the
custom prevails of marrying one woman to a family of brothers) The
Hindoos believe that their women are visited by the gods; an instance
of this also can be traced to the Panduran kings. The Pandu Rajah,
the father of the five heroes, was the son of Viasea and Pandea ; his wife
Kunti was u princess of Mathura. Kunti was sterile, which was w

* For thll translation of the Mahabarat, I am indebted to my Nﬂd A. H
chendra Row, Deputy Collector, Manargudi.— Ep, <ib
s

'+ V. H. Levinge, Esq., late Collector of Madura, told mmﬁm%
Polyandry existed in the Cumbum valley of that District, and I find that s
is the case ; but what onee formed the rule isnow the exception,
hmunmmmm Whmmm' oes
exist as such, . n
“$*Among their social customs, the, to our ideas, most revolting system of
Polyandry e almost universal, The brothers of a family have only on 1

wzhn.nms.n&nh.m'mhnmmb“m""
~ Notes ou Ladak in 1867, by Assistant Bmﬂmwmwm
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Chumars of Kumaon still prutieo plyuulry But, to return

‘South, polyandry prevailed among various castes in Southern
India, and it was not eonfined to the Todas alone. In these instances,
the system perhaps was somewhat modified to suit ¢ircumstances; thus,
the Thotiyars allowed the woman of a particolar Gotra (family) to
cohabit with any individual of that Gotra, whilst the Todas allowed
only the brothers of a family to have one woman in common. The
Sudras of Malayalum allowed their women to cohabit with men of
their own or of & higher caste. In addition to the practice above-
mentioned, the 7hotiyars practice a different ceremony, namely, pros-
tituting their wives during the festival of Soobramuniya in the fulfil-
ment of certain vows, Their wives are placed in solitary huts on
the roadside, and the husbands watch for travellers, and beg of the
first person met with to go in and cohabit with his wife. This is
earried out to the number they have stated in their vows, and until that
number is completed they bring their wives again and agsin to the
lutﬁt’.utﬂ!hcnumbet of strangers has been procured.

Anm;nn Vellalah caste, in the Coimbatore District, it was the coms
mon_practice, I believe, for the father of a family to live in incestuous
intercourse with his own daughter-in-law during the period that his son,
the youthful husband, was in nonage, the offspring of such intercourse
being affiliated on the latter. On his arriving at the age of puberty, his
wife and Jer children were transferred to him.*

The system of polysndry in existence in Travancore, Malabar and
Canars is known by the term Marumakatayam, or nepotism in the
female line, and is alleged to have originated with Pursooramen (the
first king of Malabar,) who, on introducing Brahmins into the district,
and to prevent the dispersion of their property, permitted only the elder
brothers to marry, and their sons were to be considered as family pro-
m:ummmmmuﬁmmmw
;&ummnm.nnn mmmﬁom &
mduuﬂymdauummmw;ndini
W‘nhwm After marriage, she, the wife, lives with some

w, ‘& near velative on the maternal side, frequently an uncle, and some-
- times with ber boy husband’s own father. The progeny so begotien are ?
~ Omthe boy husband. When the boy comes of age, he finds fiis wifs an old
- womay, and perbaps past child-bearing. So he in ummm
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o cohabit With females of a lower caste, and*¥heir progeny (not being

) could not inherit the possession of their fathers. From this
arose the promiscuous intercourse in the lowgt classes among themselves.
The females, prior to maturity, passed through a form of marriagegthe
bridegroom not claiming the position and right of a husband : these
girls on attaining maturity are permitted to consort and cohabit with

"asmany as they please, provided that the individuals are members d“

their own, or some other caste superior to themselves.

The origin, therefore, of this unique social custom is not difficult to
trace. The particular phase or form under which it exists among them,
perhaps, has some connection with their original practice of female
infanticide, which, causing a scarcity of females in the tribe, led to the
adoption of this particular systemt of marriage as a matter of convenience,
Or a reverse relation of cause and effect between these two may have
existed : polyandry, perhaps, pre-existed, and, as a sequence, the female
sex became one too many in number, and to keep down the needless dis-
proportion, female infanticide arose. But, be this as it may, the exist-
ing scarcity of female offspring among the Todawar tribe cannot be
attributed to infanticidal murder, which iniguitous practice has long
since been abandoned, and, unless their system of promiscuous cohabit-
ation has some occult physiological effect in determining a prepomeo
of male over female offspring, this disproportion, I conceive, is difficult
to explain otherwise,

Looking again at their funeral rites and method of disposing of their

 dead, great analogy is found to exist. As among the Todawars, so among

the Hindoos of the plains cremation or the custom of burning #he corpse
is practised ; so are also the customs of keeping the dead body laid
out in state, fantastically dressed and ornamented for several days (in the
plains the climate does not admit of the body lying in state for any time,)
and then conveying it to the eremating ground, followed by an animated
procession of mourners chanting lamentations relative to the good qua-
lities of the deceased ; and the practice of throwing colored grain at the
corpse previous to burning it, as well as of collecting and preserving the
ashes and other relics after the body has been burned, is also very com-
nlyohsvod.‘ o dR 2

S Phaiyurs \ry Sk Sead. - A vaine Tt ik, they Gila TR
.mmu’mm or place a few of the bones of the deceased into
& pot, and bury them at a certain place, and put up a stone. These stones,
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ST giving of cows to Brahmins, by the
natives of the low country, characterized by the same singular combina~
&-dmmwwuﬁﬂmmﬂhﬁnguﬁgm
of the friends and relatives who assemble on the occasion, as among the

mm up equally as often.* Whilst some tribes offer bloody
sacrifices, others again simply offer rice-balls and water to the manes of
the deceased, for the purpese of supplying the nxppooed wants of his
soul.t "

In religion and devotional practices again, the resemblance between
the Hill tribes and the Hindoos of the plains, is still more close and
striking, consecrating every hill, dale, stream and wood, }

Like the FHill tribes, it is well known that the Hindoos also have their

+ % Glooroos” or priests, who, to fit them for their offices, have to undergo
certain preparatory ceremonies, somewhat identidal with those deseribed

- for the Palal and Pogjary of the Todawars. In the retired contempla-
tion of recluses, the self-denying vow places these men beyond the com-
mon wants of humanity, rendering them indifferent to the vicissitudes of
climate, and to the effects of cold, heat, hunger, thirst and nakedness.|
They have also their class of monks and devotees, recognized under
uuiety‘ofnmelmardingwthepoenhrmm of the sect to which

e .

© * Among bloody sacrifices, buffalogs stand pext to human beings,

%"lbmomrlortm wandering spirit after death, they make to it
offerings of rice, &c., in & religious ceremony almost universally attended to,
ealled the Shraddhn, and on which, frequently, a rich man expends not less
than 8 or. 400,000 Rupees—Vide page 50, A view of the History, Literature
end Religion of the Hindoos, by the Reverend W. Ward, 5th Edmm, ma.

ttley

tﬂWolyMogymmm bill and dale, every fountain and
ﬂﬂ;mwoodmdpwn.—ﬂc Virgin m-.by.cnrwam
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40 TRIBES INHABITISG THE XEILGHERRIES,

they are attached.* These several sacred characters, it is also well
known, delight in the same sort of retired life and in similar practices of
self-abnegation, and are regarded by the with an almost equal
degree of respect and awe as is the Palal the Todawar tribe.}
Then agsin, the Hindoos have also their sacred herds of cattle, which
ave attached to their places and temples of worship, the products of
which are reserved exclusively for the use of the Gooroo and other
sacred functionaries officiating in such places.; Each sacred herd also
has its Karah-pussoo (a cow whose udder is black, and which is held
in great esteem by the Hindoos) or queen-cow, which is looked upon as a
sacred object by the people, and is known from the rest by a bell
sttached to its neck,| and by its black points and other marks of beauty.
The milk from this cow is so much revered that the common people will
not even touch it, much less buy or make use of itfotanyh.m
These animals are generally mottled white and black, the vdder being
black. When an animal of this color is calved, the natives do not keep
it, but give it away to Brahmins, either when young or after it has
grown up. The animal itself is also privileged and petted by all,
and allowed to roam and browse wherever its fancy listeth withous -
molestation. Every morning, before the temple doors are opened,
this sacred cow isled forth by the Hindoo priest, with the heil suspended
to its neck, to the front of the sacred portals, and no mortal dare peep
into the sanctum sanctorwm of the temple before this highly revered

“PBut the most startling form of their religious ———is found in the retired

contemplation of recluses, The rigid, self-denying vow of the Yogih is intense
and all excluding, It places him above the requisitions of society; it severs
his connectiop with & common humapity, and it renders him indifferent to cold
and heat, to hunger and nakedness.”~ The Virgin Widow, by nmm
sionary, Preface, page vi.
* * They /the Gooroos) generally reside in & kind of monasteries or insulated
hermitages, generally called matam, and show themselves but seldom in pub-
lic,—Page b4, Abbé Dubois’ description of the m,mdmd
the people of India.

4+ Yogi is but another name for Pal, aal,
:Theww,u-bmofmmhmoﬂe&ofmdl'm

* the homage of Hindoos at an annual festival.—4 view of the History, Literature

and Religion of the Hindoos, by the Reverend W. Ward, 5th r.m-.ni’;
page 20

|l The Todss do the same thing, Mumh am.ﬁ
mnmmwdmﬁhunh
mu&.nu&ommwmm.-h
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mmm wide open, d‘ﬂwm&mh-d-»
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&tmﬂﬁm&hn&edehmmom,ﬂmw
dnimals,® has ever held a foremost position in the esteem and favor of
the Hindoo elasses Each household or family has its fuvorite cow,
whiehbkohd uponnlmodn: memberoftheﬁmﬂy,mihumcﬁ
N&ruﬂcbcriduduoneoﬂheirownehﬂdmf 'l‘hednthofou%
of these animals produces in a Hindoo family an equal degree of sensation
and grief as that of any human member of it. The milk is regarded as
a sacred produet, and even the very exerement and urine of the animal
*are invested with various astrological attributesand prophylactic virtuu
in the uncultivated mind of the Hindoo}.

de.dlhephordao:mﬂkmenlg:fn, lmongatthemndou.
though by caste holding a very inferior position, is+highly favored by
virtue of the funetions they exercise in milking the cow. Even the
sanctified gooroo, or the most sensitive Brahmin, will partake of the
milk or butter which may bave been ever so freely handled by the.
filthiest of this class.

Aceording to Hindoo history, Krishna, one of their principal deified
inearnations, was once a cowherd, and hence this class waeinputby
its highly privileged character.

Thus, it may be readily understood, how the buffalo§ with its bellf
(in the absence of a better species of kine suited to the trying climate of
the Hills) came to be deified, and to play such an imporhntpmhﬂn
religion of the Neilgherry Todawars,

_"The kine met with on the plains is a pootstuntedhroed, compared
wfﬁﬁ!chtheﬁﬂlbuﬁlou:noblcunmsl

-Amuwmmabmxo is worshipped—vide Section V, under the
head “other animals worshipped,” page 157, Ward's History, Literature and
‘Religion of the Hindoos.

y Q“Iswﬂm‘mm.nolm’phn»d.bunnMphmm
of water.” The Todas substitute milk for water,
"hn mmdmm is eaten as an atonement for sin, And, with its

*grmm.wmwmmumm- i ﬂu;i?
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- duced prior to the introduction of Hindooism.

mummmmmummmmmm _
h}hmofmanxgnﬁuohmh,udotheTmm In fine,

in the religion of the Todawars, we have presented to our view W
ﬁehtonp{omreofrdtgmuit mﬂywsted,:ndbefomit
adulterated with idol-worship, caste artifice, and other derweut
craft, which had no existence until the uywhmthclh:hminhlm
beumthcueendmtohumﬂwthm:[ndm :

PART TII. gl T ol
CAIRNS AND CROMLECHS. -

{ Cairn, « monumental heap of stones.
Cromleeg, a flat stone on uprights.

This account of the Hill tribes of the Blue mountains may not be con-
sidered complete without allusion to these ancient remains, which have
been somewhat connected with one or other of these tribes, and, under
the circumstances, it would be necessary that a cursory glanee uhddh
taken of them. -

To show that these cairns or cromlechs are not confined to M Hﬂ!l.
but are scattered all over the Hills and plains of Southern Indis is not -
difficalt. Two miles west of the lake of the Red Hills several cairns
exist, of which a description is briefly given in the form of a Memo-
randum in the Madras Literary Society's Journal, No. 21, October to
December 1838, page 346. The cairn is said to form a
within a circle of varions dimensions; (the squares and ecircles) qm
6 feet long and 2} to 4 wide, diameter of the circle 18 feet ; and
neath a granite slab is found, an earthen vessel filled with human %
and pleecs of broken pottery are said to lie about those that hln tﬂ
opened, and the writer believes that in all probability they m

Yok

The Keverend J. 8, Kearns, Missionary oftheSouetyﬁ:zl’m
of the Gospel, Madras, describes some of these uh'uln &0

+ Literary Socicty's Journal, No. IX, New Series, Vnhnn‘v ‘; )

Series XX, No. 48, puge 27, 1859)—as Wumtw
in the Tenkasi Talug of the Zillah of Tinnevelly. H&M“
drawings of urns, pottery, spear-heads, hog spears, mdpm&q.g il
found in thgn. Sowe of the urns are said to measure Otuh‘, g
and about 8 i greatest diamcter, without ornament, the mouths on
being moulded into bead-work. Soumm&u;
described as of coarse manufacture, but strong and durable, Mz, Kearns




© Wlliéves that these are quite maa-tmm wum&.

and with which he is acquainted. !ﬁ:&nmbmv.ehdm o

-manufacture were also found in these cairns, and Mr. Kmmﬁd
~ the pottery of small vessels is exactly similar to those seert in the cairns
of the Annamalays and Neilgherries. At the bottom of the cairns, iron
weapons were discovered, but mostly reduced to an oxide. ‘

In the Madras Literary Society's Journal, No, 82, January to June
1847, page 77, Captain Congreve gives an able and interesting account
of the Neilgherry cairns, and in this elaborate article endeavours to
make out, or rather conucet these cairng, &e., with the Todas, and thus

unite them with Celtie Seythians, but which, from all I can see and
learn, eannot stand good, and although Captain Congreve's arguments
are #pecions and learned, yet they do not prove the subject,

In the same Journal, Volume XIV, Parts I and II, 1847, page 78,
the Reverend W. Taylor alludes to Captain Congreve's article, and
publishes a couple of translations from the Vernacular, giving an account
of these cairns, with remarks by himself. Mr, Taylor dlludes to having
" met with a gentleman who told him of the tombs and grotto houses
found at Chittoor, which, on being opened, were found to contain pots or
Jjars, and that the receptacles that contained them were termed Panja

Pandaval, and that the contents of these vessels were examined by a -

Medical Officer who declared that the bones were not kuman,

The kitchen utensils found in these cairns are those still in use among
theuth« of Southern India, but the natives know nothing of these
odm. The Reverend Mr, Taylor states that they are termed Panta

i, Puddu Cwrzi, Kurumba Curzi, &c., and the native wrote that he g
hﬁ seen them in several places of what is now termed .the Madras.

. They are also met with, 7 know for a fact, in most Districts of

India. Mr. Taylor explains the different names given to them

by natives. I find that they are invariably termed Panta or Kurumba
. Curzi. Both these terms are the most popular not only with the learned
hfmmt.mdmgmnllyeonnocted with the rule of the
_ Pandavas; they are more or less alike wherever met with, differing in
: “ﬂbﬂhmmwyunnuhmmw

e people who erected them. - From my own personal experie
| the mﬂmnﬁomlhnomde,mpnudprb;ﬁlqﬁ;.

nts were all more or less alike : inmpheuthom -
uhmﬁ" and in others, plain. :
ce different kinds : mmul‘udwuuk&r‘
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 various kinds of domestic utensils and glazod pottery of various forms,is
mdlﬁuingon!y slightly in make and hpe.ndhwull“

44 wmimmm
vﬂuvwmﬂwm the larger pots and jars are

" somewhat coarse ; and the more large pots and trough-like vesscls are

coarser still in make. Captain Harkness in his Description of u singular
aboriginul race inhabiting the Neilgherry Hills, 1832, gives an account
of the cairns with a drawing of urns and animals found in them—vide
pages 33 to 36, Captain J. Ouchterluny belicves that these caims
belonged to some peculiar race who in former times inhabited these Hills,
and that they afford no clue to the history of the Todas; and the
assumption that the Todas are the descendants of chtlmn. and the
cairns, the work of their ancesters, is erroneous—vide his amum

"and Statistical Memoir of a Swrvey of the Neilgherries, 1847.

The ornamentation consists of bead-work in relief, sometimes forming
zig-zag raised edges. Among the excavations I made in the Madras
District, I found large and small vessels of various kinds; hatchet iron,
without haudles ; spear heads ; iron tubes, like the cut off ends of a gun-
barrel, used probably as blow pipes; and long iron pins, &e. From
these facts it appears to me that the cairns and cromlechs fotmd on
the Neilgherries have the same origin as those interspersed on the
plains and other Hill plateaus of this Peninsula, and are most probably
of the same age. As regards the ornamentation and other elight
differences, they may be accounted for by local peculiarities. In proof
of this, I can cite similar instances in connection with what is known
ag the Cunnyah Covil, which consists in some Neem, Peipul, or
Banean trec being selected and dedicated to a virgin goddess—
f equently a large white-ant burrow exists here, and it may even
form the residence of & cobra. To the presiding deity, offerings of

men, horses and cattle, &c., are made in terra cotta, or baked clay, A

after the usugl manner of pottery, and are placed under the shade of the
tree by childless women in fulfilment of vows made. These offeringsare

supposed to propitiate the goddess who takes up her residence on the
tree, to enable her to open the barren womb, and confer the blessing of -
maternity. In same places heaps and heaps of earthen images, which
have accumulated for ages, may be seen, but the finish and ornamenta-
tion of these different statues vary, not only in the same but different
places, sccording to the age of the vessels and qualifications of the potters
.who formed them. In the South similar offerings are frequently made
mmotthennmm&mnyhmnﬁvhbhﬁmm wi;'g'-;

That the several cairns, cromlechn.&a.mmmﬂv
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that some of these contain ashes of what is believed to b erematod bodies,
Mb”dmm‘mmuy— i

Doctor Caldwell in his Comparative Dravidian Grammar, page 526,
states that similar remains are met with in Circassia and Russia ; and
circles of stones surrounding ancient graves are found both on the
Southern Arabian Coast and in the Somali country in Afriea.

The TFodas themselves attribute the cairns found on the Neilgherries
sometimes to a people who preceded them, at others to the Kurumbas,
ndM!llq formed their burial places. We now know that these
cairns are met with, not only in our own, but in the sister Presidencies
also—in fact throughout the Peninsula of India.

_ On the Neilgherries there are still a few cairns that have not been
opened : a few of these may be seen about three miles out on the
Makoortee road, on the erest of the Hills, called by the Todas “ Caave
and Carreen.” Large numbers of cairns and cromlechs, which have
been untouched, are met with in the Madras, Chittoor and Salem
Districts. It is generally believed by the Natives that these cairns and
eromlechs are the work of the followers of the Pandean Kings, and that
they st one time ruled on the Neilgherries alsg, The Todas and Bada-
gas likewise believe this, while some of them attribute them to the
Kurumbas, The Reverend Mr, Metz is also of the latter opinion, and T
am inclined to coincide with this gentleman, We know that the
Kurumbas were interspersed all over Southern India, and were driven
from thence probably by their econquerors to the jungles and Hills they
at present occupy, and it seems likely to have been their work, executed
possibly during the Pandean Dynasty, a succession of kings ; this is also
the popular belief among the Natives generally. The objection brought
ageinst this view by some writers is that the Kurumbas, as a race, -are
of & dwarfish stature, and physically week and feeble, and that they
“could not have been able to move the large masses of stone which form
the cromlechs. To this I would answer—Ilook at most of the Hindoo
. temples and muntapums, where large masses of stone and hngcmonl-

- lithie pillars are to be seen ; how were these moved to great distances and
made to occupy the positions we find them in at present? The N
- were not generally conversant with skilled mechanical appliances,
nmm-.u yet bow frequently do we witness, even in the

Mdmhmmth.un with which they mndnh

e positions huge masses of stones by simple means. This is effected B
- Mnumnthemdmuhbmm but
. wudwmmmmmhmuy'

in the same light as we do. We know, also, how that,
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ST TRIBES INHABITING THE NEILGHERRIES,

during Native rule, hnm.phbcwuhnpmdwmugw ;
works ; Mmmmbﬁenwwmdm&em

stature and feeble physique of the Kurumbas, for their deficiency in size
Mmgthhmndeuplnnmbmwhmtbeymwhuh‘dh,‘
communities.* .

I have observed in the South, among the Maravar people, thtﬂlv
* frequently erect, in front of their dwellings, square sheds, open on all
sides on a raised floor, and under this a large flat stone is placed on
supports raised two or three feet frof the ground, On this stone, all
their chief domestic and religious ceremoniesare conducted. A good
example of this may be seen in the palace of Shevagungah, where it is
termed Kurrunkul chowhay, and I have seen similar erections at other
houses in and about Shevagungah and elsewhere, To me these shrines
appear to have some occult connection with the cramiechs, and to be in
a measure figurative of them, These are erected in individual houses, lnd
should not be confounded with what may be frequently seen. in ﬂp
Cuddupah, Kurnool, Bellary, and other Districts, where large slabs slabs of
gneiss or blue lime stone are placed in the villages under nomelhlq'
trees, and on which, during their leisure moments, the men squat them-
selves to diseuss the gup of the day or the more important affairs of their
agricultural operations. These places also form the llud-qul.rt‘n of thi
Village Punchayets during their nimng-.

s

* Since this paper was written, T bad an opportunity, during a tour in Coorg
in January 1868, through the kindness of Captain Cole, the Superintendent, of
examining some cromlechs {n the vicinity of Veerajendrapett, which
Cole was then having cleared. About a couple of miles from the village of Vﬁq- "
Jendrapatt, in the summit of & Hill and some two or throe feet under ground, 8
double cell or cromlech in perfect order was then exposed—this was built of
flat upright slabs of gneiss and was covered over by a single dabotﬁn“
material—the interior was divided into two, each forming a sort of 3
about 8 X 4 feet—the frout slab had a sort ormnl-clnnhzomslgm
part, as it neared the roof of each cell, which was the only opening
" the interior. 1 saw several others chiefly single cells, scattered in the
of the above, which were not cleared, but were more or less injured, and from
what 1 hieard from the Nativos of the place, and mhwﬂwl
hroken into by the Natives in former times, their cupidity no doubt tempting
Mbmh MM\MMM“M&M“—@:
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Kurumbas.—From @2 >4 (Kurumboo) mischief, the M

: ahcl-of.ngawbom supposed to be the aborigines of Southern

India, from which the term Kurumba is derived.

A tribe, who call themaclves, and are recognised as Kurumbas, having
three sub-divisions among them, viz — W
1. Mullu Kurumba, e~
2. Naya Kurumba.
8. Panias Kurumba. "

These three are alike in caste, social and domestic habits, &e., but
chiefly derive their appellation from the localities in which they reside.
As s body, they confine their habitations to the middle belts of hill or
intermediate slopes

!‘h Muliu Kurumbas chiefly occupy the middle belts of these hills,
other two divisions are confined tothe lower slopes, or are

nts of the Wynaad jungles, but the tribe generally is recognized
a8 mountaineers. Portions of the same tribe arc scattered over many

parts of Southern India, more especially to the south, and as a body are
somewhat erratic and restless, migrating from place to place, selecting
generally some forest or jungle, either on the summit, slope, or base of

some hilly tract, for their temporary abode. .
Physical Appearance~"The Kurumba tribe are small in stature, and
have a squalid and somewhat uncouth appearance from their peculiar
wild matted hair, and almost nude bodies. An lveugoof

- physiognomy,
ﬁtmmbu gives the following measurements, &c, ;=

- Age, 8020 years ; height, 60'64 inches ; circumference of head, 2024
—short from end to end with a lofty crown or dome, and npmniunt
forehead ; neck, 1104 inches; chest, 30'15; arms, 877; thighs, 1527 ; *

*&dm 29°50; length of hand, 6:75 ; breadth of hands, 318 ;

dl“”;kngth bf feet, 975 : breadth of fect, 325 inches;
in weight (avoirdupois) 10044 pounds. They have a shortish and

‘;kﬂlhd‘w m.mwmum
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lﬁ

_ angle; cheeks hollow, with prominent malars or cheek bones; ightly
- pointed chin ;ey es moderately large, and frequently blood-shot ; color of
" irides dark brown (No. 1 of Paul Broeas' Tables) ; the noso has  deep
 indentation st the root shout 13 inches in depth, which is general,
contrasted with the profile, or line with the ridge of the nose
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and os fromtis, it gives them a wvery peculiar expression of feature.
Distance of growth of hair from root of nose to scalp, 2} inches ; length
of nose, 13 ; alm, widened ; nostrils, exposed ; breadth of nostrils, L inch
and 5 lines, ridge slightly depressed. The hair is Jong and black, and is
grown matted and straggling, somewhat wavy, and is sometimes tied
into a knot, with a piece of cord on the crown or back of the head, while
the ends arc allowed to be free and floating. They have scarcely any
moustache or whiskers, and a straggling scanty beard ; occasionally one is
met with who has a full moustache, whiskers and beard. ﬁ‘ym
as a body sickly-looking, pot-bellied, large-mouthed, proguﬂloug
with prominent out-standing teeth and thick lips—frequently saliva
dribbles atway from their mouths. They are recognized by the Toda
tribe as mountaineers, and arc called by them * Curbs,” and from
whom they exact certain services. The men show great Agiht!in
climbing and descending hills, trees, &e. %

The women have much the same features as the men, only somewhat
softened in expression, and slightly modified in feature, with a small
pug nose, and surly aspect. Their general appearance is myth@but
prepossessing.  Hair tied at the back, carelessly divided in the ecentre,
mdtbendolacrlggy bomeofthemueofmdlmmmdm

; others smaller and of delicate make. An average of 18m
thefouowing measurements. 1 regret that I was unable to complete
the usual number of 25 :— :

Age, 17 years ; height, 5425 inches; circumference of head, 19;
neck, 9-75; chest, 2625 ; arms, 775 ; thighs, 11°50; length of arms,
2450 ; length of hand, 6775; breadth of hand, 2:38; length of legs,
3810 ; length of feet, 8'25; breadth of feet, 23'15 inches; vdﬁt
(avoirdupois) 68 pounds.

They are very shy of strangers, secking shelter to hide am
from view, very morose when lpokenm,lnd lddommplyh'h”
* tions put.

Dress—The men have scarcely any clothing beyond their m
though some few, well-to-do, are met with'dressed like other natives.
mmhvemudylmddothw&o“ﬂ
M-M&emwﬁehu;o&uvhnnbtﬂ“
having their breasts and other parts of the body exposed and naked.
!mhvhmdudhhumdoﬁhgnﬂmﬁ&u
The cloth is tied with a cord or strip of bark under the armpits, snda
second cord encircles the waist and mphummﬂ
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as ear-rings, necklettes, armlets, bracelots, rings, &c. Sometimes these
are made of plaited straw, giving to them, when worn, a very singular,
but not umpicturesque, appearance. Some of the women have tattoo
marks about their arms and shoulders.

Madxm-nar villages are termed “ Motta," and are
located at an elevation of 2 or 3,000 feet in mountain
clefts, glens, or forest sheltered localities, comprising one long apartment,
extending from 30 to 50 feet in length, scarcely 5 feet high, loosely and
scantily covered with thatch, genss, leaves and branches of trees, walled
around by brushwood or bamboo piaitings, and divided by the same into
several apartments, each not exceeding & or 10 feet ‘square. There
is neither door nor door-frame, but the huts are shut at night by placing
plaitings of bamboo or brushwood against the opening. Their dwellings
are usually surrounded by small patches of eultivation indifferently and
carclessly cultivated, without the use of manure of any kind,

Howsehold Furniture.—They have no furniture; their utensils com-

prise one or two chatties, vessels of bamboo, and bottled gourd, shells, -

&c. At one time it is believed that they did not possess even a cooking
vessel : flat stones were heated, and on them their grain was parched.
Some have animal skins, others bamboo plaitings, to sleep on, and some
sleep on the bare ground withoit anything. The whole family huddle

themselves together into a single hut, and frequently have not sufficient

room to stretch themselves at full length.

Language.—Their speech is a corruption of Canarese and Tamil, and
among themselves they give a peculiar twang to their words, that with-
out some practice and familiarity with them they cannot be easily under-
~ stood. They have no written language or tradition of any kind, and
know nothing of their ancestors.
_Cultivation~The various dry grains, chillies, Indian corn, yams, and
some of the commonest vegetables are grown by them in extremely small
quantities, but, as a rule, they do not cultivate. Frequently, a piece
of jungle is rudely cleared, the soil roughly broken up, and su
‘seeds as they can obtain from the villages in the vicinity
_"MOR mmdhﬂu-ﬂﬂau““
”mmhﬁhm They also have the pls
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‘occasions, they sacrifice a sheep, goat, or other animal, of
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so.much as is requisite for their immediate wants. The grain so reaped
is broken between stones into rongh meal, and boiled into porridge or
baked into cakes. They never store the produce of their harvest, or
preserve any for future occasions, but eat while they can procure it, living
in idlencss and making merry while the supply lasts, Sometimes the
community unites, and live on the produce of a single family, moving
in succession from one patch of cultivation to another ; and when the
whole of the cultivated plots are exhausted, there is no other resource
left them but to fall back on the produce of their fruit trees in the
neighbourhood, such as the Jack and Plantain, with other wild fruits;
or the community scatters, each family taking . different direction
towards the jungles, in search of honey, edible roots, and fiuits, They
are fond of the chase, and are expert in waylaying and destroying
animals, either by nooses, nets, or rude constructions of stone gins,
Thus they frequently live on the flesh of the Sambre, spotted deer,
squirrel, wild cats, rats, snakes, &e. Sometimes they engage themseclves
as laborers, and are very expert in felling jungles -and forests, eutting
wood, squaring timber, &c., but don't take kindly to other kinds of
manual labor, Frequently, they are so hardly pressed from want, that
themhketothejunglu.mdchowomwﬂthvmq.h&t
vicinity, where they crave for and receive the refuse rice, rice-water,
&c., and will sometimes do a little work in cleaning, winnowing, or
grinding grain, for which they receive wages from the women of the
different villages, in the shape of small quantities of cooked food or grain,

Ceremonies.~They haye no marriage cercmony, but are guided by

* fancy, and after some time of cohabitation they take it into their heads

to get up a feast, when they promise before friends to live together as
man and wife ; but some of them who are sufficiently enlightened by
fuquenﬁngne:ghbounngvxlhguurty out some trifling ceremonies in

their attempts to ape the Hindoos, when they feast their friends accord«
ing to their means, followed by a general bathing and dressing with new
cloths, and dancing together promiscuously on such occasions. . ¢

- as priest to the Badagas, another tribe which forms the chief popt

of these Hills. The Badaga will do nothing without the presence
of a Kurumba, so that each district has its own Kurumba priest.
No cultivation can be carried out without the presence of one or more
Kurumbas, The Kurumbas, after some unmeaning ceremonies,
start the first plough, sow the first handful of seed, and gather the
sheaves, before it is followed up by the Badagas. Sometimes, on such




Kurumba appropriates a portion for himself. Should the field become
- blighted, their cattle attacked with murrain, or themselves sick, the
Kurumba is called in at once and requested to use his enchantments to
free them of those evily, and to propitiate the offended deity. On these
oceasions he frequently goes among the eattle, or in the fields, on all
fours; lowing like & calf, to propitiate the deity, and frighten away
the blight, murrain, &¢. He is supposed to be well versed in the use of
herbs; and preseribes for all their ailments; implicit confidence is placed
in his skill, and he is remunerated either in money or grain, and some=
times both. The Kurumbas ‘also officiate as priests at their marriages
and deaths.  The customary fee paid by the Badagas to the Kurumbas
is four Annas for every yoke of cattle or plough they keep. The pro-
duce of the first sheaves reaped by the Kurambas is immediately threshed,
made into meal, baked into cakes, and offergd to Ceres as the first fruits
of the land, The Kurumbas, as a body, keep the other tribes in great
dread of witcheraft, not even excepting the Todas, who look upon the
Kurumbas as great adepts in the power and skill of bewitching or des~
troying men, animals, or other property. The natives of the plains also
fear them for their black arts: a Badaga will not meet a Kurumba alone,
he will flee from him as from a wild beast, and is ready to die of terror.
The Kurumbas are also employed as musicians by the Toda and Badaga
tribes on all ceremonial and festive oceasions ; they play on the flute and
tom-tom very dexterously to the admiration of the Todas and Badagas.
On all festive occasions, the Kurumbas, as well as the other tribes (Kotars
and Irulas) are invited and receive their share of the sacrificial offerings,
Ceres, the goddess of corn, is nominally said to be their household god.
The Todas are respected inore than any of the other tribes, Their
dead are cither buried or burnt as may be found convenient at the
time. They withstand the endemic diseases of the locality pretty well,
and are not subject to fever. It is said of the other tribes that if they
happen to sleep for a night in the localities occupied by the Kurumbas,
they are sure to contract and die of a virulent kind of fever—so deadly
mtbe pluulnhhiudbythumbe

s,m«-muumam.monmmm
they designate under a variety of names, with no distinet ides as to
 who or what he is. They sometimes offer sacrifices of fowls, sheep,
~ goats, with fruits and flowers, to any stone, tree, or ant-hill; or the)
* Md«mmﬂhﬂuuqmw
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fanciful in their ideas, and would at times worship anything they meet
with as a deity, They are said to hold in respect, and make offerings
at, the different eairns and eromlechs met with on these Hills, and from
“which it is believed that these cairns and cromlechs are the work of their
ancestors. Against this, their weak and dwarfed stature is brought for-
ward as an ohjection, as most of these cairns and cromlechs are built
of huge stones, such as is believed the Kurumba tribe could not move in
the absence of suitable appliances. Again, the Todas, who are the first
occupants of these Hills, and whom the Kurumbas followed, know nothing
of these cairns and cromlechs, and it is not possible they would have
been ignorant of the work of the Kurumbas if they were the originators
of these singular depositories of the dead. Butmofth'l‘ohﬁ
attribute the cairns and croglechs, to the Kurumbas.

Diveascs.—They are subject to fever, small-pox, ophthalmia, rheuma-
tism, and dropsy as a rule. They do not adopt any treatment, but at
the instigation of the old women they frequently resort to various buh
roots, &e., with which they practise on others,

Products of the Jungles.=They obtain from the jungles several kinds
of grain, fruits, medicinal herbs, roots, honey, mdbeawu,whwhthq
barter to the 1ow country people for grain and cloths. J

Remargs—The Kurumbas, or Curbs, are believed by some hhnc
been a class of nomadic shepherds of the plains at one time, who were
the ecarliest known inhabitants of the Dravidadesam, or country now
embraced in the Carnatic or Coromandel. They at one time established
petty principalities in the greater part of this Peninsula, but were ulti-
mately absorbed into the Chola Kingdom, and their remnants became
scattered into small communities, and are now found occupying Hill
tracts, glens, rock clefts, jungles, &c., having lost all their flocks and
berds, and deriving at the present day a precarious living from the
Jjungles, and seldom practising agriculture, Numerous sites are still met
with and recognized as “ Kurumba Kotes” by the natives generally, and
it is possible that the subjects of this paper, the Kurumbas of the Neil-
gherries, are the descendants of some one of the communities that b
mmred,mdprenoqslyknownu thcnomndklhephuds‘thpiuns.
grhooveupwudnoonndenble portion of the Tamil country ; and their
my,mmwmﬂthh.mtmbm&eﬂ%hﬁnwd i

the wilder parts of Southern India, in small communities.

Whilst the wnnhu tribe is 50 uncouth and w
wmmmmmmummm
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B wosk, exervins, and food:. of shis. auple bvidence is 4 be.ssen et the
Government Chinchona Plantations at Neddiwuttum, where a gang of
Kurumbas, comprising some twenty individuals, are employed as Iaborers,

receiving their wages in grain for the most part,* They appear to give

satisfaction to their employers, and in their general appearance they can-
not be recognized from other natives, except perhaps by that peculiar
physiognomy characteristic of the tribe and their somewhat slight con-
formation and dwarfed stature. They have not the pot-belly, do not
gape, nor is the dribbling saliva or blood-shot eyes, common to their
brethren of the jungles, to be found among them. The headman of
the gang called himselfa maistry and had four wives—two were dead and
two alive ; he was the father of ten children, of whom one died, and
nine were alive. Each individual takes as many wives as he can keep,
one is the chief, the others are looked upon as concubines. They are
subject to the headman of the tribe, without whose consent they will
do nothing, and to whom all their disputes are referred for arbitration.

Since these pages were written, I have met with a few Kurumbas
scattered over some of the Coffee Estates in the vicinity of Kotagherry
and Goodaloor, where they were employed as coolies in weeding and
pruning the coffee trees. Regular work, proper food, and exercise haye
very considerably improved the habits and appearance of this people,

———

PART V.

KOTARS.

 “This tribe ranks next to the Todas in priority of occupation of these
m They have no caste, and arc in this respect equal to the Pariahs
dﬂae]ow country ; and, as a body, are the most industrious of the Hill
tribes, giving much of their time and attention to agriculture and handi-

. eraft, &. When not required at agricultural operations mﬁq
themselves as carpenters, smiths, basket-makers, &e., mnkin;hzd repair-
ing their ploughs, bill hooks, mamoties, &c. They also employ theme
selves as Curriers, und are highly esteemed in the plains for the excellent
leather they cure. They perform all the menial offices required by the
mmmmmmmmum
&Tdnuhmdtbemmdw”&o
vqimwbythma Goodoo,” At the same time they exact

mmwnnmmmwmwuﬁn
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from each hamlet of the Badagas within a certain distance of their own
village, certain annual fees, which they receive. in kind for services
rendered as handicraftsmen, &c., in addition to that of ceremonial or
* festive occasions for menial services performed. As cultivators of the soil,
thcyonlypmdueeumnehuwﬂl-ﬁnfythmownmqmmu,mduq
surplus they may obtain is bartered for iron and other produce of the
plains. In confirmation of their having followed the Todas as settiers on
these Hills, they hold the best lands, and have the privilege of M
the best whenever they wish to extend their holdings. = 1 £

Physical appearance~They are well made and of hknblehaght'
rather good featured and light-skinned, having a copper color, and some
of them are the fairest skinned among the Hill tribes. - They have well
formed heads, covered with long black hair, grown long and let loose, or
tied up carclessly at the back of the head. An average of 25 men gives
the following measurements, &e.:—Age, 27-68 years ; height, Bﬂ'ﬂ
inches ; circumference of head, 20°05 ; neck; 11-95 ; chest, 3068 ; arms,
876 ; thighs, 15°52 ; length of arms, 30; hmd.,1 breadth of hands,
325 ; length of feet, 10 ; breadth of feet, 3'50 inches ; weight (avoir-
dupois,) 10520 1bs. They have a slightly elongated face with sharply
defined features ; the forehesd narrow but prominent, and occasionally
protuberant ; ears, flat and lying close to the skull. The growth of hair
from the verge of scalp to eyebrows, 2} inches distant ; eyes, dark brown,
of moderate size and decp set, varying in color from Nos. 1 to 5, in Paul
Brocas’ Tables ; eyebrows, dark and bushy, with a tendency to approach,
frequently united to each other ; nose, as a rule, smaller and more sharply
defined than in the Todas, ridged and slightly rounded, and pointed at
the extremity, two inches in length ; ale of nostrils expanded, measuring
14 inches in breadth ; mouth, of moderate size and well formed ; teeth,
well grown and regular ; lips, of fair size and well compressed ; chin,
well set and small.  Altogether they may be pronounced tolerably good-
looking, and the general aspect of the countenance indicating energy and
m Y IR0

The women sre of moderate height, of fair build of body, and not
nearly so good-looking as the men. An aversge of 25 women gives the'
following results: —Age, 32'44 years; circumference of head, 20°36;
height, 5798 ; circumference of neck, 10°70 ; chest, 2030 ; arms, 8:20;
thighs, 1483 ; length of arms, 2652 ; length of hands, 6:50 ; breadthof
hands, 3 ; length of legs, 35; length of feet, 9:25 ; breadth of feet, 225
inches ; weight (avoirdupois) 9624 Ibe. Most of them have prominent -
mmmd‘muﬂnmvﬂ*
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about their features. They are rather timid when approached, frequently
running into their huts and shutting themselves up. They seem to enjoy
robust health, and have large families. anmh“oo‘d.hﬂn‘

nine streaks, with four dots on each arm thus (3, and four circuler

Ql;'honlnhﬁxwm,dmlo. The women assist the men at their
work in the fields, and make baskets, chatties and pots, &o, ,

" Willages.—There are some seven villages altogether : six of these are
located on these Hilly, and the seventh is at Goodaloor. They form large
communities, eack village containing from 30 to 60 or more huts, of
tolerable size, built of mud walls, and covered with the usual thatch
grass, somewhat after the style of native huts in the plains; but the
arrangement of the dwellings is fur from being neat or prepossessing in
some villages. The floors are well raised from 2 to 3 feet above the soil,
with eaves or a short verandah in front, and a pial or seat on either side
of the door, under the eaves, on which the people squat themselves
when idle. The size of the doors giving entrance to their huts measures
ux”lmha.

Tbemﬂmof Kotagherry takes its name from the. Kotar villages in
its vicinity, Thexoms.unbody,muhnymmmmm
Allthedudunhmdurrionjnthcvidmy of every kind, find accept-
ance among them as food, and is devoured by them. The whole Kotar
population of the seven vilhguilnppondto count a little above a
thousand souls,

Religion.—The Kotar religion is idolatrous to some extent : some rude
image of .wood or stone; a rock or tree in a secluded locality, frequently

form their objects of worship, and to which sacrificial offerings are made ;

bus the recognized place of worship at each village consists of a large
square piece of ground, walled round with loose stones, three feet high,
and containing in its centre two pent-shaped sheds of thatch, open before
and behind, and on the posts that support them some rude circles and

' other figures are drawn. No image of any sort is visible here, and these
mmecManmpmwuth&tn
and his wife. They have crude and indistinct ideas of these deities. They
,mumunm«mmwhmmm.m
course of debsuchery and licentiousness, extending over two or three days.
,mmmmmmwmm their best,
‘as grand a show as they can, and to witness which the other

. tribes are invited. Perhaps this is hulyouﬁm,ﬂdm,ﬁumj
* have recourse to water for the purposes of ablution. Much indecent

mmﬁmmmuuﬂwm&w ,
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more frequently the spirit of “their deity is supposed to descend on some
of them, when their frantic deeds aressickening wlnbdi, d-im
form but a branch of Demonelogy. 4% st

Ceremonies.~The Kotar marriage is s simple rite, andism
conformity with that of the low caste or Pariah of the plains.”As a rule,
they marry and live with one wife, and have a number of children,

Cattle~The Kotars possess a small breed of cows, bathnvenol;nf :
faloes. It is believed that the Todas will object to'thiir having buffloes
on account of their uncleanly habits ; consequently, they make no effort
to procure them. They never, as a rule, milk their cattle, but leave it
all to the calves. o

Annual Feast.~~The Kotars keep up an annual feast in memory of
their dead, when a fow cattle are slain on a rude kind of altar construct-
ed for the purpose, and on it a portion of the flesh of the animal is laid,
with a little of each of the different kinds of grain they cultivate, and i
consumed as a burnt offering to their gods, in memory of their dead
relatives and friends. During this ceremony, the young men and maidens
dance around the altar promiscuously. Whilst the younger members are
thus engaged, the elders busy themselves in preparing a grand repast for
their friends, whom they invite from the adjacent villages on the occasion
of this annual festival, supposed to be all soul's day, or analogous to it.
More cattle are now slain, and the flesh mixed with small portions of every
kind of grain grown in their fields; a great bonfire is raised, and the
scene becomes one of confused riot and mirth, with blowing of the death-
horn, mingled with yells and shrieks and beating of tom-toms, the con-
fusion continuing from morning till night.

Language—~The Kotar language seems to be a vulguduledof
Canarese, having the same Tamil roots, but differently pronounced, with-

the guttural or pectoral expression of the Todas. They are believed

‘be descended ﬁomwmeof;helowwumbuoftheplmwhn.in
Mﬂyore,wughtmﬁngeonthseﬂiﬂ.ﬁmpermuﬁmwm
them by the invaders of India. Thus they have been occupying these
Hills from time immemorial : they did not precede, but were the first
among the other tribes who followed the Todas, and formed settlements
~ on them. “"They are not held in much estimation by the other Hill
tribes and European colonists, in consequence of their partiality o carrion,
in which respect they resemble the Pariah of Mﬁtﬁﬁh
ence that, from their proximity to an European y, their habits have
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h‘a—-ﬁh wood required for the purpose. Next day the
ashes of the deceased are collected and buried in a hole ; to mark the
locality  staff is set up. In cases of sickness they make use of such roots
and herbs as their old women commend. The sick are carefully attended
to; but in some of the villages, as Kotagherry and Goodaloor, they resort
largely to European medical treatment.
 Remamxs.—The Fgtars are a most remarkable class, and are not only
the most industrious, but the only class of people that I have known
who possess so extensive a knowledge of handicraft. Rude as their work
may be, there is scarcely a useful work connected with the mechanical
arts, trade, agriculture, or husbandry, that thgy are not conversant with ;
and had they only received the encouragement and patronage bestowed
by Europeans on the idle Todas, it is impossible to state to what extent
they might have advanced in the several arts they practise, and how far
they might have got rid of some of their filthy habits. In this respect
they are nothing better than the Pariabs of the plains, who comprise the
majority of our domestic servants, many of whom still partake of earrion,
and their relatives in distant villages glut over the carcasses of dead
animals, and which, of right, they claim and carry away.* Like the
Pariahs of the plains, the Kotars are addicated to drinking, and, in the
absence of liquor, resort to opium-eating. There can be no doubt, that,
like the Todas, these people also belong to the great Dravidian family
who were driven to these mountain tops by conquest and persecution.
The Kotar population consisted in 1847, according to Captain Ouch-
terlony's memoir, of 307 souls, distributed in seven villages ; but in 1867,
&e&ﬂmdmebmﬁﬂgim!hcwpdldwummm’l’m

PART VL

BADAGAS.

The Badagas are an agricultural race. The term Badaga is supposed
to be a corruption of sthe word Vuddaca, or north, us they are believed
to have migrated to these Hills from either Mysore or Canara in conse-
quence of famine or persecution, and, finding these Hills would afford
““NMMW here, and at present constitute the
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chiqulﬁlmd’thmﬂml. Ouletdmgherewlm they acknow-
ladgldme sovereignty of the Todas who pre-existed there, and agreed
to pay tribute, or “ Goodoo,” if allowed to continue unmolested. The
Goodoo 8o paid comprises onegsixth of the produee,mddtbon;hm
years they have sometimes questioned their right to pay, yet the Todas
exact it as an immemorial right, so that with some demur it continues to
be paid. The Todas call them “ Mar,” or father-in-law. Both men and
women of the Badaga race work in cultivating the soil. Oﬂluym
owing to the extension of European enterprise, a large number of the
males find employment as laborers and artisans. They do notliﬂ in
isolated communities like the other tribes, and their villages and huts
are differently constituted both in material and style. Their houses are
usnally constructed in parallel lines, with intervening streets, each row
of dwellings being built of stone and mud, with a roof of good thatch,
and divided into separate compartmenu, baving a wide terrace in front
to dry, thresh, and winnow their grains. Their hamlets are genanlly
located on some gentle eminence surrounded by wide glades of grass or
fields of cultivation, and present a neat appearance, The interior of the
apartments are divided into two rooms, having a double tier of lofts one
above the other. The back eaves are enclosed, and thus forms a second
or inner room. The door is the only opening, which measures 43 inches
in height, and 26§ in breadth. The furniture comprise one or more mats,
4 rice pounder, and a mortar made in the floor—a hole, five or six inches
deep—one or more brass salvers or dishes, a few earthen vessels, and &
fireplace. The walls of a few houses are whitewashed, but this is, if it
may be so termed, a late innovation. Each family has its cowpens or
sheds in the vicinity, substantially-built, for shutting up their nttb
at night,

The Badagas have the ususl elongated hesds snd Hindoo features, and
are rather light-skinned, and are the fuirest of the tribes who oceupy
these Hills ; of small make generally. Many are comparatively wealthy,
which only tends to corrupt them, by leading to slothfulness and sensu-~
ality, and renders them averse to moral or physical improvement. Assa
class they are utterly illiterate, and show no snxiety to improve either
their social or moral character. uwdumﬁmﬂn“
ing weight and measurements :==Age, 33'80 years ; height, 6670 inches;
cirewmference of head, 2061 ; neck, 1222 ; Mllﬂ?-.%
thighs, 15°99 inches ; and the weight (avoirdupois) '

“They are.Hindoos and followers of the Si
mmb-dﬁﬁudmmﬁmmhm son
social or ceremonial custom, and are distinguished fro ot




by certdin sacerdotal strings and amulets, which they wear on their
m Eighteen sects or castes are enumerated. ’l‘lm'.mu
ﬁllw‘—
" ,A' Woodwu.oﬁmhupmsuwﬂuothuch.-hlﬂwly
ceremonials.
2. Kongsrn, divided ( 1 Lingadikaries (Vegohmm.)
" 8. Adikaries, § into {
4. Kanakarn, village accountants.
8. Chittre, onteastes from the Woodearn sub-divisions.
GBenn,mothernb_dwidonlothbanndbw
to be the descendants originally of silver-smiths.
7. Haruvaru, a spurious set{ Brahmins, make mofthoPohh.
and officiate as Priests to the other classes during harvest.

8. Hattara,
9. Anearu, }Ryou.
10, Mari,

11. Kasturi,

12. Dumab, } Laborers and Ryots,

13, Gonajs,

14. Manika, } Do. do.

15. Toreas, the lowest caste among the Badagas.

16. Kumbararu, pot-makers,

17. Vellalers, a division from the Vellalers of the plains.
18, Koonde, inhabitants of the Khoonda mountains.

Each of these several sub-sections have their own ceremonies and
peeuliar social distinctions, which differ but slightly from each other
When a young man is desirous of forming a matrimonial alliance, he
leaves the choige of his future partner to his parents ; and when a selec-
thm‘de,tha couple are betrothed, but the marringe does not take
place until the girl arrives at a mature age. Some formality is observed
at their wedding ceremony : s pandal is erected under which the wed-
<&ummblu;spotolnuruthmwnwuﬁeh.ddﬂu

%‘rﬁm&-m When this ceremony is completed, on the first

2 Flesh-eating Adekaries, :

m&&aymmumwmwwm

she is received by him under another leafy canopy, and
finally installed in her new position her parents wash their bands in
ﬁfﬁq}*ﬂnﬂ claims upon her to her Husband. Polyngly
& Iln,bltndlmlmﬂlmv& Allm
uﬁﬁmhmMMMDm
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among them ; but shonld a woman wish to separate from her husband,
no restriction is placed upon her, except that she has to relinquish
the children to their father. This loose morality has led to much
mischief: when dissatisfied with each other, they frequently change
hmbmduorwivesuﬁmydicmu, A married couple thus parted are
permitted tc marry a sccond time. These customs of marriage and
divorce are common to the Kotar tribe. The Badagas are strictly
Hindoos, and consume flesh meats, except beef. One section are vege-
tarians, subsisting like the Brahmins of the plains, entirely on vegetables.
They are partial to the cabbage, and & species of nettle ( Urticaria
Tuberosa) us vegetable. The latter grows freely on the Hills, produc-
ing @ large tuberous root of a highly nutritious nature, which is much
esteemed and freely eaten bytheBndngu. Their chief diet consists of
rice and other dry grains, the produce of these Hills.

Dress.—The men clothe themselves much -like the natives of the
plains, with head and waist cloths, and a sheet is used like a wrapper,
covering the shoulders and trunk of the body. This is nesessary
in consequence of the coldness of the climate, and many use it now in the
Toda fashion. The women pass a white cloth under their arms, which
extends to a little below the knees. In this they roll themselves fasten~
ing the cloth with a piece of cord under the arms, and a second around
the pelvis to prevent it getting loosened, This singular mode of dress
gives them quite a mummy-like stiff appearance, A second small piece
of cloth is tied round the head with the ends floating behind, The arms
and shoulders and one-half of the legs below the knees are bare, The
women have tattoo marks, three rows of dots on the chest, each row
comprising from 7 to 9 dots, each row being half an inch, and each dot

quarter of an inch apart. Thebmheldinmnrkedthmoro, The

hair is thrown back and knotted loosely on the nape of the neck, They
are partial to ornaments, and wear rings, bracelets, armlets, necklettes,
and ear and nose rings, The latter are to be scen only occasionally.
The ornsmentsare made of brass, iron, or silver filagreed ; thcur-w
are rather large, having a diameter of 2§ inches. :

. The women are domestic in their habits ;. Ml@dﬂm

'm;mmmmmmmx lhhim

They are simple, modest and retiring, Annwofumq_!-
hm'@tﬂm :
Age, 2768 years; height, 5551 ; head, 1950; neck, 1038 ¢ ‘
28:99; arms, §°90; thighs, 14145 mamw,h‘ﬁ-(“ :



. TR NEANTING THE NARARNMMN: G ¢
675 ; breadth of hand, 8; length of legs, 34'50 ; length of foot, 9;
breadth of foot, 3'25 inches ; and the weight (avoirdupois) 92 pounds.
© The Badagas, like other tribes of Hindoos, have numerous deities.
There aye twg sects, Siva and Vishnu. The principal deity of the
Vishnuites is located in the, what is called, Rungaswamy Peak, and the
officiating priests are men of the [rula tribe, where ‘offerings of ghee
and fruits are made. A secondary deity of this sect is located on &
Droog in the neighbourhood of the village of Hollikul, where a Badaga:
priest attends. But these people are not particular ; as sometimes. the
same individual, carrying marks of Vishuu, may be seen officiating
on Shiva's shrines. There are numerous deities, comprising male
and female, whom they worship under different names. As a body,
the Badagas are a timid and superstitious race, haunted with the
dread of evil spirits, and are in perpetual fear of the Kurumbas, to whose
mysterious power of sorcery and witcheraft they attribute all accidents
and ailments which may bappen either to themselves, their fumilies,
cattle, and crops. Owing to this cause, in times past, this people became
80 excited as sometimes to murder the unfortunate Kurumbas without
rhyme or reason, and some of the tribe have suffered the ¢xtreme penalty
of the law in consequence. Yet, strange to say, with this exception, they
to some extent respect the Kurumbas, and get them to officiate as Priests
on all social and ceremonial occasions, when connected with either their
persons, families, fields, cattle, &, They bury or burn their dead as

they find most convenient at the time.

Remarxs.~The Badagas are ruled by their headmen and elders to a
certain extent, subject to caste influence chiefly. They live peaceably
asmong themselves, are kind and affectionate to their relatives and
friends, respect the aged greatly, and tend to and rear their children with
much love and care. In character, as a class, they are deceitful, ungrate-
ful and false. They constitute the largest population on the Neil-
gherries. Their marriage and other ceremonials are similar to those
practised by the Hindoos of the plains; and in reading accounts of
Hindoos of the plains, we find that of the Badagas, from whom they
differ in no particular, many of them, at the present tim#, have connee-
tions and friends on the plains. Consequently, I have not deseribed their
manners, habits, customs and religion as might be done. The brief
mmmumhmmormm .

 In 1847, the population of the Badagas was 6,509, distributed over 227
m 1867, it is said to eﬂnphirmmh Wm

gl by wir i : o ommye— 4 il S1FLE ~e~l--
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PA.RT VII. Nk T SRR

- K Agnemt -

IRULAS, o1

The Irulas are not, sirictly speaking, inhabitants of the Blue Moun-
tains, but occupy the lower slopes and jungles that skirt the base of the
Neilgherries. They are scattered into small communities, practising a
rude system of agriculture which scarcely furnishes them with sufficient
food, so that, when pressed for sustenance, they resort to the jungles and
live on such products as they can collect. They make use of animal food
of every description, not even excepting vermin aud reptiles. They find
occupation in collecting for their immediate wants the wild fruits, herbs
and roots, to appease hunger; also honey, bees wax, gums, and dyes of
various sorts, and medicinal herbs and drugs which tbeyhu'urﬁﬂlv
the people of the plains in exchange for food and clothes,

They are very intrepid as regards the wild beasts they ﬁ'quntly
meet with in the jungles, and in their search of honey they sometimes
suffer severely from contact with wild bears. They hunt and take game
of every description with great cunning and expertness.

There are two classes of Irulas, recognized by the terms Urali and
Kurutali. The general term JIrula is derived from the Tamil word
“ Trul,” or dark, implying that there was no light in'them, and that they
were wild and uncivilized. The term Urali means rulers of the country ;
and Kurutali, serfs or common people. The other Hill tribes do not
recognize the Irulas as inhabitants of the Blue Mountains, and do not
hold much converse with them.

The following is the result of the weight and measurements of an
average of 25 men :—Age, 26'68 years ; height, 61'78 inches ; circum-
ference of head, 19'83 ; neck, 11°39 ; chest, 2991 ; arms, 8-42 ; thighs,
15:17 ; length of arms, 30 ; hands, 6°50 ; breadth of hands, 325 ; length
of 1% 3450 ; feet, 9; breadth of feet, 3-25; weight (W)f

They are tolerably good-looking, very much npaiorinphydquh
the Kurumbas,*and in some respects even to that of the Kotars ; but
they are anidle, dissolute set—the majority being vagrants, living onf
what they can obtain from the jungles and natural resourees of the
forest through which they wander, rather than labor and cultivate.
Mmt%hﬁ&m&w@b&m“
extent of their holdings ; but their fénure is very loose, simply
lands at pleasure by paying assessment, but they cultivate little. 'w
do not recognize the Todas as lords, nor do they pay them * Goodoo,”

s o gl



The women are strong and stoutly built, anything but prepossessing
in appearance, and very dark-skinned. T regret I had not the oppor-
&”Mn@m snd measurements. They are fond of

and wear heaps of red and white beads about thdrnuh,
thin wire bracelets and armlets, with ear and nose rings.

1‘9’!‘"‘" no clothing but the lungooty in their habitats ; but,
qpmmmmmwwdotblueowumﬁm The

women wear a double fold of a wrapper cloth, which extends from the

waist to the knees ; the upper part of their bodies with their bosoms are’
nude. The men wear their hair anyhow—sometimes it is long and tied
over the head, at others short and scraggy, playing to the breeze. The
women are much the same ; but those I saw at the Fair at Mettapolliem,
bad the bair well oiled, combed, and parted in the centre, thrown back,
gathered and shelved on the left at the back of the head, like most of
the women on the plains.

At one time the Irulas rarely held communiutioh. with the other
natives, living isolated lives in secluded places and unhealthy localities,
and eking out a precarious existence. Their villages were small, seldom
exceeding five or six huts, and cattle pens scattered far apart, mostly
located in groves of plantain and other fruit trees, and built somewhat
after the Kuramba huts, surrounded by the usual filth and dirt. They
are more numerous in the southern than in the eastern parts. But of
late years they have improved wonderfully by mixing with others and
taking employ as coolies on plantations and workimg side by side with
other natives. They give satisfaction to their employers. They have
also gained another advantage by attending the large fair or shandy held
at Mettspolliem every Saturday, They were gradually attracted thither,
and by freely mixing with the people on these occasions, they have lost
their timidity and become somewhat self-reliant, fo a small extent only

umbmﬁtdvmdnglnlmmuﬁnmnmunotlon.mdhdoﬂy

guining ground among them.

B
The men possess (some of them) good thews and sinews, look hardy,
and from their physical conformation and habits are well adapted for
labor, and sufficiently intelligent so as to be taught
mhtlnhbwhu. They are ready to emulate the other natives
*mmquyhnmin those employed on coffee estates, where
:  recognized from the other natives by their dress and man~
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Religion.~1In this respect their ideas are confused. They have some
knowledge of Shiva and Vishnu, more of the latter than of the former.
Under the term of Mahari, they worship the goddess of small-pox, other-
wise known as % Mariatha,” to whose honor they ercet a small hut, ¥hich
they dedicate as her temple. Here they prostrate themselves and offer
sacrifices of goats and cocks. They have a temple on Rungaswamy Peak
in the vicinity of Kotagherry, where during an annual ceremony they
officiate as priests, and crowds of the Badagas, as well as pilgrims from
other parts flock to celebrate the same, with offerings of money and
produce. :

1 find, in fact, that these Irulas are in every respect the sathe as those
found in the Madras District, and whom [ have already described—vide
Proceedings of Government, dated 17th May 1864, Revenue Depart-
ment, and the 3rd volume of Transaction of the Ethnological Society,
New Series, 1865, London, under the head of “ Some rude tribes, the
supposed aborigiges of Southern India,” page 373.

In 1847, the Irulas comprised 461 souls, distributed in 22 villages, In
1867 they are represented to comprise 505 souls and 101 houses,
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Nowes, mearurements, and peculiontien of Hill Triber of the Neilgherruns, of
whom photographs and caste wegg taken by Surgeon Marwr 4 Hunter, M D |

Supermntendent, Sch of of Industrial Arts
1
! KOTARS
!
; —————— et et
‘¢ & oa
s ¥ i
Habatat. Coum ale Eotagherry F"ounusﬁa
Birth place lu Yo,
tribo, custe, o va i
Tiety Rotar . K tar
Parentage Put ntsdead, both Kotars 1 rents dead, same caste
Sex i al I\ e
inout 4 {31 out 20
Height I"} ta b 7 inehea A fent 4 aneliea
Length of arm uppr i 114 14 -,
" » Juwer | L p LI -
’ o tod oand | I~ » : . .
" w bph J T 17
I, n leg o, g
Breadth of Cheat -t Vol
Body round pulv & | s, | wd}
Color of sk, &e [h 1k copper brown IPule nut brown
- hair and 115 b -
rauter Bluh woully Bluck, Irug, and wtraight
" oyas ok bned Dk lnown
Beard, & s ualt Tomed  shaves ong

am uth dong woustache [Nobeard, sunll moustache
Pecubarities of hand Mol v ired fingers, and
| nadis bowd Hand short, or md
! foat Short hea!, rather prom
neat , toos spread outy)
shut, littic toe curled [Foot small, hosd at llu-l
toch, low inutep, DGttls)
too much curled, seound!
| toe lung
Food Coroclay and san e, rice ,
t Hibeas becf, wheat, mut-
ton and 1wl buffaly
ard yise fluh almost)
1 duly Tho eams

{Sigued) A. IIUNTER, m », Surgeon Msjor,
Supsrintendent, School of Industreal Aris

K
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Nawmws, mesavremonts, and peouliaritses of the Enll Tribes of the Nalghervies, of
1ohom photographs and casts were taken by Suryeon Mojor 4 Hunter, 0.0,
Superintendint, School of Arts

-

IRCULAS
1 2
Habitat IThepoo ("odoo Thepoo Codoo
Birth-p'ace Yhemanatta 1Ellarhitty
Race, tribe eavto, e Truls Irula
Parentage ﬁ!’a.mta dend, same casta |Pavents dead, samas osate.
Bex Male Fermale
Age 2% or thereabouts 18
{Hmght 5 fest 11nch 4 feet 10 1nches.
Length of arm, upper 13 wmeches 2F
4 » Jower | 10
| . and band)| 174, 17" 5
. . thigh 17 144
| . lg 18 17,
Krusdth of cheat 30, 211 w
Body r und jrelvis Ty 2T .
Culor of akin, &c Dull, biown Vellowish brown, dull
bau |Black, 1 ng straight, shav
. ed in frout, nom lo
bobind Long, wavy, coarse, black
,  eyes Hazel Dark brown,
Brard, &e .
Peculiarities of hand . {Well formed, nails square [Tlun broad fingers, 1
oval nala, mﬂ
foot {Fat, il formed , little
short, straight ]m. m‘;:p flat, toes
ong, toe longer
than the reat, Little toe]
curled
Fond Rice, raggy, gram, mut-
ton, game The same
}

(Bigned) A HUNTER, nu D, Surgeop Major,

Superintendent,

School of Industrial Arts.
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(]

Namm, miaerements, and peculianitios of the Hill Trida of the Neilgherriaa,
ﬂpdmﬁaWuwﬂwmmhkMle Hunter, up,

Huperentendent, School of Arta
KURUNMBAB.
1 )
tat Kutti Kullbutti Ellachitty
place Do Do
tnbe, caste, &o¢ Hurumba Kurumba
tage T'arenta dead, Kurumbas {Parents dead, Kurumbas
Male Female
42 or thereabouts {About 30
Hewght 4 feet B inches 4 feet 10 inches
Longth of arm, upper 15 18
i w  lower 04 ,, b it
" " and band 17 " 7 "
Ty ” “Ilsb 1 H » lﬂ'i "
" 1] 1°S 17 " 1?& "
‘Brendth of chent 29 284
FBudy round pelis 26 4, 30,
(olor of skin, &e Pale yellowish brown,|Pale yullnwf&h brown,
e dull ulear
" bar .. Iack und gray haw, geno (Black, fine, wavy, wornl
rally worn short, fnead n a koot beh;::;l
- shaved twice a month.
» eyos (Black, mmall, nose sunk!
flat Dark-brown
Beard -
eculiantiea of band Hand well formed, fingers

foot

fFoad

E::,thin,whhrgu
, toes well arched,)

mstep high

TagEY) s GRIO 3
mutton and fowls ooca
sionally

thin, nails alwoud|
aha;

Long, well formed, instep]
arched, toss well arch.
ed, second toe long,
httle toe sbort, curlud.l

The rame

(Signed) A. HUNTER,
Superiniendent,

M D, Burgeon Major,
School of Induairral Arts




78 TRIBEY INHASITING THE NEILGHERRIES.

Nowmez, mosturements, and peswliaritics of the Hill Tribes of the Neilpherries, of
whom photopraphs and casts were taken by Surgesn Mojor 4 Hunder, M. b.,
Superintendent, School of Arta

BURGHERS
1 2
x

Habitat Toonary, 5 miles from
Ootacamund Toonary

Birth place Do do Do

Race, tribo, caste, o1 va

nwty Burgher or Badagn targher

Parcntage Parupte slive, both Bur
ghers [Father, head of the tribe

Sex Maln M.le

Age 26 yems 23

'Hoght b feet J inches 5 feet T inches

Lingth of arm, up;wr 1 4,

: » lower 04 ., 114
i ,  nnd band,) 178 ., ° 188
I 15 , 20
» Iog 174, 204,

Breadth of chost ng o, 33; '

Body round pelvis a8 4,

iCulur ol shin und soy|

pecubisnity i Lbe depo
oD of pigment Pale brown BErown
IColor of lwr and 1t
charaoter Blark and sbhort shaveBlwh and short shavel
the lLead onee 15] the head once wm 15
dn{n " dagn .

Color of eyos Husve Dk nut-color

Heard, &c Small moustache, no beard Small moustache nobeasd|
or whiskers wllowed to] or wluskers
gl‘\)\'

Pl('ulimu-n of hand Nut particular Well formed and refined

foot Flnt, low mstep bag toe] Wl formed, instep hagh,
than the rost, b)g toe  conmderably
8 toe cutled up r than the rest,
htltle long  and|
stmnght.

Food Ruce, raggy, same:, andRice, raggi, eamel, and
milk ; ammal food ex milk, occamonally dnnk!
cept beef or buffalo| toddy and armck, cat
onee in four days pig, mutton, fowls and

ogm.

(Signed) A. HUNTER, . b, Surgeon Magor,
Superintendent, Sohool of Industrial Arta.



