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Tue Neilgherries, properly so called, comprise two distinet tracts of
mountamous country, the one called the Nalghernies, or # Nulgherries
proper,” and the other the * Koondahs " The survey of the latter yot
remans to be completed, and henee the statistical data here recorded,
relate exclusively to the former region

The arca of the platcau of the Neilgherrics, as defined ou the north-

west, north, east, and south, by the crest of

AT, the’ mass of mountas, and on the south-west
by the outhne of the * Koondahs,' 14 found by the prescnt survey to
comprise 268,404 square acres 1n its geographical extént but owwg to
the ceascless undulations prevaihing over the whole surface, a far greater
amount of land 18 actually avalable for cultivation

Of this quantity only 23,772 ncres have been brought under cultiva-
tion, leaving 244,772 acres either entirely waste, or appropnatcd for
grazing ¢attle by the various Hill tnbes

The geological formation of the Nelghernes 1 of the prmutive

igneous order, the mgss or nucleus of the

Gl siwactir: mountains beng granite, frequently passing

nte menite.

In every part of the Hills innumerable dykes or channals of basaltic
rock, hornblende, quartz, and other *minerals commonly found m s
dimilar relation to rocks of the prumitive class, intersect the granite, in
some mstances of considerable magmtude, but more commonly brokén
irdo small ramufied branches or veins

iz the Koondals trap yock is more extenmvely developed, being often
found in that part of the district capping the Hills, and spresding ont
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2 THE NEILGHERRY MOUNTAINS.

to a considersble extent; but a deseription of the geology of the
Koondahs does not enter into this memoir.

Hornhlende rock is also found o occur in some abundance in varions
parts of the Hills, passing eccasionally into hornblende slate; and por-
pbyritic hornblende, having gnrnets imbedded: This rock 1s highly
ferruginous and decomposes into a stff’ red clay which forma extensive
beds underlying the soil in many parts of the Hills. It intersects the
gramte and sienite in deep channels or dykes, which baving a greater
tendency to decomposition than those rocks, frequently occasion chaams,
in which water lodging and wearing away the mdes become the canse
of the disruption of the large masses, which are continually parting
from ths parent rock, especially after heavy ramns

No stratified rocks make thewr appearance in any part of this district
except at the N E. angle of the platean, where, on descending towards
the plains, beds of gneiss arc met with, bnt
so torn and distorted as to render it almost
impossible to derive from their otcurrence any geological data of value.
The run of the beds hawever may be pronounced sboat north and
south, the dip being to the east at an angle varying between 30° and 60°
Near the junction with the gramte which forms the country in the
neighbourhood, the gnewss is much altered, and veins of igneous rock
perforate 1t in all directions.

I examined this part of the district with much interest, both on secount
of the highly metalliferous character whuch this rock uzuslly possesses in
other countries, especially as in Saxony its occurrence 18 marked by the
same accompamments as I have described, and in the faint hope that
beds of primary hmestone mught be found to
occur in the vicimity; this mineral, which
is not found in any part of the mountains, being much needed both
for architectural and agricultural purposes,

With the exception of this gneiss formation, the whole of this moun-
1mn tract is of primative igneous structare, granite and sienite alternately
appearing as the base of the Hills, while at the same time hornblende
rock, basalt, and occagionally greenstone, are found protruding in masses
and channels so extenmvely, as often to give their peculisr character to
the rock formation for considerable distances.

Metalliferous depomts do unquestionably exist in the Neilgherries

Ores of copper (pyrites) and lesd {gnlen

Botalliferons deposits, hmbaenfmnambdde)a in quarts, bﬂu3

Oren of copper and lead. fortunately not in mtn, beng merely portitis

of blocks of stone found in tire walls of some

Gneiss.

Limestons does not occur,
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“ gairna” or ancent places of sepuiture, in the nelghbourhood of Nun-
jeanad, not far from the foot of the Koondahs. The ciroumstance was
brought to the notice of Government some time mnge (I beheve by
Dr. Burrell and Captain Congreve), when I was directed to co-operate
with the latter officer 1n instituting an mquiry as to the ongm of these
orey blocks. Captun Congreve however shortly after left the Hulls, and
though I have taken advantage of every opportunity which offered to
pursue the desired object, I am sorry to say my efforts have not been crown-
ed with success, for although many large ehannels of quartz occur in the
neighbourhood of the spot where the blocks were found, and all running
in s true metalliferous direction, east and west, I have not been able,
though I have traced them & long distance, and crossed the:.r.pn.cka n
various parts, to detect 1n any of them a trace of ore, or any of those
peculiar wdications on the surface, whick would elsewhere characterise
& vemn or lode bearing ores of either copper or lead

The Todars dwelling near the spot declare their behef that the blocks
were brought from the *“ Koondahe,” and although this can be little
better than surmuse I should certanly say from the aspect of that range
of mountains, that deposits of ore are more hikely to be found in it than
in the Nellgherries It bears much more the look of & mming country,
and the nolent igneous action which has endently prevmled amongst its
rocks after theirformation, favors the expectation that metalliferous deposits
will be found there, if they emst im quantity anywhere about this
mountamous distnct,

The black oxide of manganese 18 found about the Hills in many places,

existing in small vemns and retiform deposts |
Maspuiash: but I donot thmk 1t could be profitably work-
ed, as the continuance of & supply 1n & particular spot could not be
dépended upon, and 1t could not moreover be brought mto any home
market, at a sufficiently cheap rate to compete with other ores

Laterite 15 also found in various parts of the Neighersies, generally mn
Laterite, an advanced stage of decompomtion, formuing &
hthomargic clay, which underliep the soil of
many tracts of land. I observe the existence of laterite most frequently
where the sienite contams much hornblende, which favors the belief that
ot Js the resalt of decompoation of the prumtive rock, hastened by the
gction of the atmosphere upon its excess of ferruginous matter A bed
of this rock cogurs nesr Kuitee sufiiently indurated to be it for quarry-
Jng for bullding purposes—but no wse 1 made of 1t by settlers owing to
it being more costly than hricks,
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Oren of iron arc met with in many parts of the Negherries, occurring
m small veins, and disserunated through the
mass of the rock enclomng 1t, but nowhere
(that I have secn) in sufficient guantity to be worth working

A great many varietiet of ores exist, morc inturesting to the mmeral-
ogist than to the statistical recorder

Iematites, specnlar iron ore, micaccous tron ore, magnetic iron
ore, sud iron pyntes are all found w 1wsgiu-
ficant vpecunens

Pebbles of agate and scmi-opal arc oceamonally to be met with m
mountain sticams after heavy ram, and wouald I doubt not, with corun-
dum, be found more abundant, 1f persons, who had tine to bestow m the
pursumt were to search for thom

‘There 1 another muneral which oeeurs 1 some abundance on the
Nedghuities wmeh mught I think—espewally in the hands of Buropean
settlers—be turned to some econonucal use

It 1 a duomposed fuldspar, or *kaolm, of which very tolrable
earthenware nught be manufactured

The sod of these mountains, speaking of course chicfly of the platean,
15 for the most part « xecedingly rich and pro-
ductive, & circumstance for which the ohsern er
would not he preparcd on witnessing the gramtic or sienitic hase upon
which 1t 1ests, sinee it 15 usually seen that gramtic dwtrets are bleak
rid barren, owmng to the rcastance to decompoution offared by the
sthoons materials of which they consist

This advantagcous contraricty may, perhaps, be accounted for by
rderrmg the fuimation of so much rich sl to the (xistence of the
numeraug dykes of rock, whose decomposition 15 more favorable to its
production, trpeelalhy those of tiap and horublende, the decomposed
particles of which, nuxing with the quartzose and clayey products of
the gramte, result i the formation of a sod peculiarly adapted for cul-
tivation

The grest muss of the Hills also has evidently been under grass, and
undisturbud by the plough or the memotic for ages, and as the frosts
which oecur at the clost and begmmng of the year i most parts kall
the grass down to the roots, all tus decomposed vegetable matter, washed
w by the succeeding Tons and nuxing with the subsoil, continues, and
has continned, scasen after scason, to yncrease its richness, and cause it
to penetrate farther and further into the poorer subsorl, untal the exira-
ordmary depth of rich black mould, which 15 ofteh observed in the cut-
tings ol a new road, 18 produced

Ores of iron

Homutite s

Soi!
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The finest patches of land are naturally found on the lower slopes or
seoond steppes, m mtuations where the conformation of the country has
favored the accurauluteon of sml washed from the Hills above, and espe-
ewlly where forests have mded to retmn that sal from turther denuda-
tion by their roots, and have for ages nourished 1t by their leaves. The
chuef agricultnral tribe on the Hills the Burghers, seem wll aware of
thig, and the consequence 1s that in all parts where they cultivate, the
face of the country s entirely clear of wood

The chief defect of the soil of this distriet 1n the sheence of lime, but o
very munute quantity of which enters into the
composition of the grester part of that under
general cultivation at the present tume, and as 1t 1s too costly an,artile
1% be brought up from the plans to be apphed as a dressmg to the land,
considerable deterioration must be Jomg on mats productive capacity

I have 1emarked that the finest ficlds are those wlich aic mtuated near
any constderable mass of hornblende rock, and hence 1t 15 to be nfirred
that the supenionty of the sml 13 due to the b whieh it recerves {rom
its decompomtion  Speeimens of this hornblende reduced to powder and
digested 1n dilute mitne acid, give a coprons previpitate with oxalate of
ammonia, showing upon estimate (for I bad vot the means of collicting
and weighing the prucipitate), a proportion of at lcast 8 to 9 per cunt of
lme entering mito the composition of the rock *

Waat of Lime

The extensive and numerous swamps which oceur on the Nulghcrries
also, when drancd, furnish most valuable sol,
tither for cultivation per se, or fur top-druss-
wg for poor land But i this latter form it e never uscd by the Thil
cultavators, who are very hackward m the knowledge of the wees and
propertics of particular manures, us will be treated of under an cosumg
head, viz,, * Modcs of cultivation "

The Neilgherry mountwne constitnte one of thosc mngular features
prescnted in the physical geography of South-
crn India, of comparatnely 1solated masses

Drajned Swamps

Nataral aspett

* Ennker or fresh waler limestonc s found at Metapollium and Segoor in
various sized uodules, it is exther found lying ou the sarface, or quarcied {r v the
soil, sorne varichies of the Knnker are stuined of a reddish colour with peroxide
of Iron which they contam in small quantitics  The Kunker is burnt and slaked
to convert §t ito Chanam, and then carteé to Dotacamund and other localities,
Bomelimes the Kunker itself is takon in tho stase in which It la found from the
abovenswmed placcs for subsequent conversion fute lime and nse for bmiding
prposes an the Hills,—Ep
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up-reared amidst the ‘vast plains which cxtend over the surface of the
country, pointing either to foci or points of ancient voleanic eruption by
which they have been formed, or to cvidences of the wearing sgeticy
which has reduced the surrounding tracts to their present remarkably
uniform level state ; while mountain masses, forming a core of tougher
substance, and of material less prone to decomposition, have resisted the
corroding action—and have been thus left in the form of isolated and
mural precipices, towering above the surrounding country.

The summit or plateau of these mountains presents & most varied and
diversified aspect.  Although the land extends over its limits in cease-
Jess undulations, approaching in no instance to the character'of s cham-
pagne conntry, and frequently bresking into lofty ridges and abrupt
rocky eminences, it mny yet, speaking in general terms, be pronounced
smooth and practicable to a degree scldom, indeed 1 believe, in no
instanee, obscrved in any of the mountain tracts of equal elevation
which occur in the continent of India.

On all sides the deseent to the plains is sudden and abrupt, the aver-
age full from the crest to the general level below, being about 6,000
fect on all sidex, save the north, where the base of the mountains rests
wpon the elevated land of Wynaad and Mysore, which standing between
2 und 3,000 feet above the level of the sca form, as it were, a steppe by
which the main fall towards the sca is broken, From both of these
elevated tracts the Neilgherries are scparated by a broad and extensive
valley through whick the Moyaar river flows after descending from the
Hills by a fall at Neddiwuttum in the north-west angle of the platean ;
and the igolation of this mountain territory would be complete, hut for
a singular shurp and precipitous ridge of granite pesks, which projects
aut frum the base of a remarkable cone called Yellamullay on the west-
ern crest of the range, n.na, taking & west by north course towards the
coast, unites itself with the Hills popularly called the ©* Western Ghauts.”

In the 8. W. angle of the Neilgherries, a singular roass of mountains
rises, called the Koondahs, which though in
point of fact & portion of the great hilly region,
are so complotely separsted from the * Neilgherries proper” that they
merit the diatinet appellation they have received. Spurs from this
secondery range run to the southward to s considerable extent, almost
as far as the Ponany river, and it is in the innumersable valleys bounded
by theee ridges that the magpificent virgin (forest) land is found; af
which I madc mention in a former memoir, and which as being emipents
1y well suited for the purposes of coffec and other cultivation, will, X feel

The Econdahs.
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convinced, shortly be the means of rendeving this district one of the
maost valuable and important under the Presidency.
‘The Neilgherries, or rather the plateau formed by their summits, are
by no means densely wooded, the foresta oc-
%{‘W scarcity of  eyrring in distimet and singularly iselated
patches, in holipwn, on slopes, and sometimes
on the very spex of s lofty Hill, becoming Iuxuriant and extensive only
when they approach the crests of the mountains and run along the val-
leys into the plains below. This absence of forest in a region in which,
from its position between the tropics, from the abundance of moisture,
and from the great depth and richness of the soil, the utmost luxurinnee
in this respect would be looked for, is very remarkable ; and leads me to
conclude that vast tracts of pritncval forcst land must have been cleared
to make roor for cultivation at no very distant period.

This belief is strengthened by the fhct, that in all parts of the Hills
which are exclusively the resort of Todars, such as the clevated lund to
the north and west of the Pykara river, the whole of the Koondahs, the
north-eastern portion of the platcau, ealled Kodenaad, and other tracts
where no caltivation is at present carried on, extensive forests are found,
The principal internal range on the Neilgherriesis a lofty muss situated
in the heart of the district, and running north-west and south-ecast, the
great mouutain called “ Todabctta”—-the
highest on the plateau (being 8,610 feet above
the level of the ses,) being the apex, and from it all the minor ridges
and spurs which form the undulating lsnd of the Neilgherrics may be
snid to take their rise, with the exception of the * Koondabs" which
have a distinet origin, and of a singular elcvated tract forming the north-
west portion of the Hills, which is distinetly connected with the Koon-
dahe by & marrow ridge under Makoorty peak. From,the Dodabetta
range to the esstern foot of the Koondahs the land falls continuously,
when these mountsins abruptly rising obtain an clevation very little
below that of Dodabetta itself.

Dvnng to the great elevation at which the inbabited summit of the
Neilgherries standa, and the consequent rare
Atmosghoresnd cimate. g S atmosphere, aided doubtless, in
some degree, by the beneficial influence of the luxuriant vegetation which
¢lothes them, the district, althongh distant only 11 degrees from the
Eipator, enjoys a climate now famed for ita grest salubrity, and remark-
able evenness in its seasons, with & temperuture which falls iu the cold-
st wignth of the year to the freezing point and seldom in the hottest

Dodabetta range.
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reaches 3% m the shade  In stating this T of course refer to the gene-
14l circumstances of temperature which prevail, for seasons have of
course oceurred during which from partienlar agmospheric causes the
mercury may have nsen occasionally sbove this cstimate

The coldest acason.is duriug the uwnths of December and January,
and the hottest about April and May, though
this latter season is not so certain, depencing
maialy upon the character and time of setting
Noftest wmonthbs, April s : 5
and May. in of the rainy or 3. W. monsoon The bet-
test period of the day 1< about 2 o'clock or 2h.
A0m. v. »., and the extreme range of temperature from sunrise to that
time averages most commonly 16° throughout the year  The variation
1 of course the greatest at the time of frost, viz, Junuary and Deecem-
her. when the extreme radration which goer on dunug clear nights pro-
duces excessive cold towards sunrise, after which the sun's rays, shining
with great fiereeness through the rarefied stmosphere, speedily restore
heat to the earth, and the temperature of the are 1iscs in proportion.
Ramilar causes, reversed in their action, necessarily produce sudden and
great cold after sunset, rendeting the chmate at this senson (and indeed
at all seasons more or less) one i which the most healthy residents, and
capecintly those who have vecently come under its influenee, stand in
need of enntion in their mode of encountening ite vicissitudes, For the
rersons alluded to, T would senture to remark, that sory early and very
late purades, necording to the practice of the plains, will be fouud injuri-
ous to Europcatt troops located on these Uills, and espeemlly to those
men whose constitutions have been worn by long resdence in a tropical
climate,

('oldest months  Decem-
ber and Junuary

The chief station, Qotacamund, from 1ts superior clevation (7,100 feet
Ootacsmund 7900 fect above the level of the sra) is more exposed to
abova the Jov8l of the  this unfavorable action than the two minor
sob, stations, Cooneor and Kotergherry, which are
cach 6,000 fect above the level of the sea. although these latter are
by no means excmpt from the same influence, cspecinlly during the
cold scason, a8 will be scen hy the Tables appended to this memoir.
W . A very great advantage enjoyed by the Neil-
chl‘ljlm fgrul:c:.ug:ﬂ:f gherries as o samtarium exists in the means
:nmmﬂﬂh’?'“ﬁ cach  which are afforded to an invalid to select the
peculiar kind of climate which best suits the

malady under which he is suffering—by the existence of three settie-
ments, each under Medical charge, mtuated in different parts of the
range, cach having a difforent aspect, and cach o elimate pecaliar to
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iteelf: that of Ootacamund being the coldest—but most damp, Koter-
gherry the next in the scale, and that of Coonoor the warmest. Thus
an invalid whose habits or state of coustitution render the change, from
the torrid heat of the plains to the penctrating cold of Ootacamund, ton
great and sudden, has the opportunity and option of acclimatizing
himself &t either of the minor stations, before exposing himself to the
vicigsitudes of climate which await him on the highest level. :

The climate of the Jakatalla valley which I had aceasion to recom-
mend to the Most Noble the Marguis of
T e anry iatalle  pyecddale for the site of the projected
Barracks for a Buropean Regiment of Infan-
Jry, and which has I belicve, heen approved of by Government, will
T think be found a happy medium brtween those of the chicf and lesser
stations. It is well sheltered from the dry cutting northerly winds,
which cause so much rickness in Ootacamund
E?"’mr;a:a:::{j;:f: and  during the months of March and April, by
the high Dobabetta ragge which bounds the
valley to the northward , and the rams of the 8. W. munsoon, though
they of eourse visit this part of the Hills, are by no means so incessant,
or sccompanied by so much driving mist as is cxperienced during the
same season at QOotacamund. This monsoon (the 8. W) gets in on
the Hills during the month of June and is ushered in on the western
side, including Ootacamund, by heavy rain and violent gales of wind,
Coonoor gets the monsoon at the same time but with less rigour, owing
to the clouds which come charged with rain from the westward heing
attracted to the earth, and induced to discharge their contents by the
opposition offered to therr flight by the high spurs wlich run out from
the Dodsbetta range and interpose between the west and Coonoor.

The Kotergherry station 18 also very favorably protected from the

violence of the 8. W, monsoon by the Doda-

e ity 0" betta range uwelf, which stands a?.f like & huge

wall to screen it. The average full of rain,

the chief part of which occurs on the Hills during this monson cannot

be called cxcessive, cepecially when compared with the visitations in
this respect cxperienced in the neighbouring province of Malabar.

The constant shifting of sbode from spot to spot, which the duty of
econducting s sarvey necessarily entails, bas prevented me from keeping
& register of the sctual amount which has fallen in every month of
the year, except in 1847, but from euch observations as have been
made when opportunity offered, I am led to believe thut ebout 60
inghes is & fair quantity <o assign as the avearge fall of rain through-

9

-
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out one year at Ootacamund, 50 mches at Kotergherry, and 55 mches
st Coonoor The N E. monsoon sets in geperally mn the beginning
of October, and 13 often accompanied by ramn more or less all over the
Hills, but especially on the east mde and at Kotergherry, which from
1ts poaition, 13 cxposed direetly to ate force The wonth of December
s generally very stornsy, and often fatal to large extent to the livee
of the JIUI cattle nnd tu the buflocks and other beasta of burthen
cmployed to bring yroduce from the pluns  The cold casterly wind,
blowing through the haht ran winch 13 continually falling, and strnking
upon the wetted skiny of the ammals produccs u degree of intense
cold wlich soon destroys thun and by the ¢ means serious n-roads are
vearly made upon the hords of the 11 anhabitants, by whom their loss
18 not readily replaced  Annexcd to this memenr are yanous Tables
«xtragted from the Meteorologual Rugister kept o the Survey Office
at Ootacamund snd Kotorgl orry which v all show all particulars regard-
mg the changes of temperatume the fluctuitions an i osallations of the
mercury 1n the bargggetcr as shown ot the hours of maxmmvm and
NN Pressinre i o0 A woaud 47 ) tumpaature of wet
Lulb, dircetion of thy wind aspect of the sky &e®

The Nalgherries are occwionally but by no means frequently,
visited by viglent storms or hurrisancs—so
n‘:ﬂ‘:‘ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ:}'ﬁr:“m " rarcly ndeud as to exate sarprisc and specu-
Intion ax to the cause of tlus cxemption, when
its wolutcd and (xposcd sitnation 0 the Ponnsuta s conadered  Upon
tlus and otha pomts of mtuest counceted with the metworology ol
these Thills much hylit will doubtless be thrown Ly the observatioms
now regularly conductcd m an Observatory recently «rected on Dods-
betta under the auspiees of Mr 'l aylor, Astronomer at Madras, in which
an mstrument fo1 measuning the force of the wind. and other saluable
adjunets to nMleteorolugics] Obseryatory bave been placed

Durmy the prevalence ot the § W monsoon the atmosphure 15 almost
contunuouasly charged more or less, with dense mnst, euveloping chiefly
the mountmin tops, but descendig nto the mhabited valliys as the
warmuth of the duy parses, and spreading 1n heavy and unpalpeble fog i
all dircetions  When not under tlie mfluence the atmosphere over-
hanging these mountains 1s brilhantly clear and clondless—and cepecsily
80 on the castern aude of the range

* Cheso tables have bezn omitted in ths Edution as of o ose {o the goneral
render —Lo

+ This Observatory was abolished by Bar Charles Trevelvan, when Govetnor
of Madras —En
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Table showing the average temperature, § ¢, throughoat the year, on the
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The resources of this huzhly favoied region sre ae diversificd and
valuable, a4 they appear cagy of attamment,

Productions,

Wath ach-

and eomparstnely inxhaustible
mate and sorl such as have been desenbed, great productive powers in
the vegetable kingdom, and a proportionatcly high development of them,
would naturally be Jooked for  That the latter 18 wanting to & lument-
ghle degree 15 10 be accounted for, by the wrctched aystem of Lusbandry,

2 From want aof maximum sod minkmum fhermometer I havenot beon abls 10
rebord the extrems range of the Thermometer during the twenty-four hourg,~Epn,
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pursued by the agricultursl tribes who have settled upon the Neil-
gherries, as also possibly, in some degree, by the absence of that encour-
agement which would be produced by the institution of some channel,
through which the products of their-indvstry mught reach a ready,
certain, and ever demending market,

T commence the long hist of productions, which the Neilgherries are
capsble of supplying, with wheat, as one of
the most importast, und us une, moreover,
which the Honorable Court of Directors appear at the present time to be
much interested in collecting data regarding, from all districts in Indm
capable of producing it.

Wheat

In maling up the returns of the gross quantities of grains of all
sorts produced i the district, I have taken the totals of each from the
Seebundy Accounts of 1847 or Fusly 1257, as rendercd orally in the
Cutetierry  From these it appears that wm 1847, 70 “vullums" of
land were cultivated for wheat, cach vullum producing on the average
400 ** kolagums.” is * kolagum” which 1 a measure peculiar to
the Hill tnbexr, contams 226 cubic inches, and hence the quantity

produced was
1,000 bushels,

or 375 quarters,
the weight of a kolagum of average wheat (husked) is, I find, 71bs.
hence the buskel of Nealgherry wheat weighs., . .68} 1bs. avoirdupeis,
o o quarter ...... ...54b% “

A yullum” of iand 15 equivalent to 2 cawnies, 21 grounds, and 864
square feet. Ilence the total quantity of laund cultivated for wheat
at the present time 13, 202 cawnies, or 267 scres* and the produce
16 14,% bushels per cawny, or 11} bushels per acre. The return in
moderately good Iand cultivated for wheat is 40 to 1; or 40 bushels
reaped for 1 bushel sown

That the quantity of wheat at present produced on the Neilgherries
could be very greatly increased, there cannmot be a dombt, provided
& better syatem of husbandry were introduced, and better seed imported
fromn Europe and distributed amongst the agricultural tribes, and as
recent distresung circumstances in Great Britain appear to have directed
the atteution of the Home (Government to colonies, which arc thought
capable of producing this grain in euffictent quantity to assist in relieving
the mother-country from her present hazardous position of dependenge
upon foreign States for her supply, I shall venture to offer a few farther
remarks, before closing my notice of this important item in the chaptér
of natural productions,
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The whole of this Hill district, including the Koondah mountaing,
~ e and Koon- 18 emit‘wally well suited in Ppoint both of soil

mwﬂl suited for the  and climate, for the production of wheat, but

growth of ‘wheat, as the lust mentioned tract is not yet surveyed,
it must at present be lost sight of. although I feel confident it will be,
found on examination to furnish & very important addition to the groms
amount of land cstimated as suitable for the cultivation treated of, and
which at present lies totally waste and uscless,

The quantity of land thus lost to the State I calculate to amouut to
no less than 200,000 acres, as 1 shown by the following statement : =

(Square Acres.)
Total content of the geognpi:ical surface of
the Neilgherries..., i G e e e 268,494
Of this quantity the;rc are now under auinm-
tion including lands lying fallow... s B Abres 31,434

Pasturage to be reserved for the entt]e uf the

Todars st the exaggerated rate of 200 acres

per 100 head (less than 40 per 100 being

allowed by the revenue suthorities in the

caloulation for assessment), for an average

of 2,000 head of buffaloes will be... . ....... i 4,000
Prgturage to be reserved for the cattle of ilu-

Burghers, consisting of buffaloes and bul-

locks, averagiug 8,000 head st 100 acres

per 100 head.. .voiviee wone o “ 8,000
Land occupied by the Cnntonmt.ut of t'}oln-

camund, future barracks, ruads, &e... i @ 6,000
Village sites, sacred groves, &c.. vee " 2,060

Tracts of rocky ground, morasses, nu.l.l ut'lnr

land not immediately

W?’;:M *::r:o:::i;lm;;:‘;: fit for cultivation I(al!-

ea exclusive of  though these might

the Koondahs Wcﬂghe considcfed

as compensated by the gain of surfuce ntro-
duced through the undulations of the land). w 17,000

Deduct... 68,494

and there is a remainder of...200,000

e

wucres entirely unoccupied and waste, being either covered with forest,
or lying under grass pot required for pasturage,
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Lnder a better systemn of cultivation also 1t would not be necessary
to suffer o large a proportwa of the Burgher's cultivatcd land to he
fallow at on. timc, a5 18 at present in that condition, amounting, m
round numlicrs, to 17,000 aercs out of s total of 31,500 aures of cleared
and arablc land

Of the forest lad every aere 15 of course peculiarly well-suited for
wheat, and bung vu an soib it should produce under proper manage-
ment largg erops of the very fines! gran

The same may be sud of «wamps. when dramed, but as patatoes are
fonnd to thrive well an the soil which thur dramage prodaecs, such
laud & furm aould naturally be rosorved for stock produce and
allowance hos thacfore boen made for this m the cstuunte

Makmg however exyrzerated deductions on all accounts there yet
3ai e aw fuss tham 200 000 weres of unatlotted and unemployed lund,
of whieh at the sery lowest ¢stimate onc-hall or 100,000 acres, may
be taken s fit for the production of wheat under a proper system
ol hushnndry, allowmg o sufh ey of wallsproparad manure, a1 oca-
singd dicssing of hme and exveising propor judgment i sllowing
it to hic fallow o1 changimg vops mocording to s condstion and com-
poution of so 1

It hos beon alrcady statad that the Burghos obtan from thur wheat
lands a quuntity of g an cquuialont to 114 bushels per acre, but as
the dopth to which thoy plon b then ficlds nover exceeds 7 imches,
and tor the most puts budh 6 and s they g ve them only the most
mengre allownnee of mun-drivd and oxhansted manure, never exceed-
me (s tarns 1 lrne been able to ascgrtan by count ng the baskets
mought and measuring spaces of land dicssed with 1t) half a ton per
acre, and this not ploughed wdll mto the ground, but mercly seraped
mto thy sutlice furowe and 6 they nover supply the land with what,
from the wmposition of the sail, 1t so much neuds, viz, hme, 1t may
be saftly assumcd that under a proper systum of tillage thie amount of
produce could be at Iunst trebled, or, at a very low estimate, four
quarters of wheat could he obtamned from one aery

1 may thurefore safily affirm that this disirict 15 capahle of furmsh-
mg, for (xport to Durope, from 4 to 500,000 quartérs of wheat of a
quality far superior to that wluch s st present rased, and at a cost
sufficiently low (the distance to the nearest shipping port bang only Jo
mles, 36 mules of which are pertormed by watel) to sdmit of largs
profits bermg realzed Ly the growers, cven when the price in England
15 80 low as 63 shillings a quarter
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The following is on estumiate of the cost to she Burghers of the
cultivation of wheat per Fnghsh aore, ascertmned wath as much (x-
actoess as ercumstances and the decetful character of the people,
who seldomi adhere to the truth m any of their siatements, have
adwitted of

EsTivaTs
Plouglung 5 ploughs with 2 bulloeks and 1 driver, m
Estrmate ofthe expenso of 4 48Y8 plough 1 vullum of land

:ﬂ]‘gm‘ﬂ‘ of wheat to (== 3% aeres) Ihe kuep of the

¢ Burghers
bullochs costs notlung  as they

get nothing but rrazing  th Ggpense s therefore the

hire of 15 men por vullum o1 4 peracrcat 2 Anuns e 0 8 0
Collecting weeds and grass and burmng thom 2 boys at

1 Anna . 020
Bringing and spicading 5 baskets of manury, 1o at

2 Anuas « 02 4
Sowing sced and turmng the smt 3 ploughs to one vullum

or 6 men, winch 14 13 men per acie at 2 lnnas (U 1]
Seed wheat 23 holagums at 2 Anoas and & | w0 po "

kolagum ¢ 7 0
Repanng fenees and clearmyg chamn 14 to carry off ran,

1 man 0 20

Reaping and thraslong  the expanse of the fust 1,
covercd by the straw and the last costs nothuyg as
performed by the bullocks which arc denven round =
and round & post to tread ont the grum
Assessment, st the highest rate , 0 9

(ot piraere Be 3 0 09

RF1Ln~

105 kolagums of gram which me sold at 2 Annas
8 Pice . = W17 8 0
Deduct cost of cultivation yw J4 00

P'rofit to the cult vator pir acre It 14 *B 0

Tt 18 true that out of this we nmst take the * gooduo or tribute
which they give to the Todars, and wlhich may be congdered mn the
hight of rent for the land, but this 1s not much, they profess to give
}th, but Lhave reason to believe, both from the statements of the
Todars and of the Burghers themsclves, that what thuy actuslly make
over s# “goodeo” s uot sbove one half of-this proportion, if even m
fmich, especaally m the item of whent which 1e so profitable to them
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It may not be considered out of place to introduce here a statement
of the expense of keeping horses and cattle, and of carrying on farming
operstions generally on the Neilgherries.

Horses cast from the *Artillery and Cavalry would, when castrated,
answer very well for the plough : they msy be
purckased at from 100 to 200 Rupees,

2 horees would require 1 horsckeeper at Rs. 7 per mensen.,.. .....Hs. 7
and (until the farm yieided hay)

Flough horses.

2 grass-cutters.............. T " n 8
Food : gram 2 secrs per day for cnch horee 4 X 30=120 seers.,. ., 7
barley 2 3 - » 4 X =120 ,, w ¢
Shoeing, 1 Rupee each per mensem...oares crees s seumsisnseen gy 2
Halters, cumblies, salt, medicines, &c., 1 Rupee per mensem....... 5 2

Total per mensem...Rs. 30

which is £18 per annmm per horse,

A cooly can dig in on¢ working day in new meadow ground about
25 to 30 square yards, one foot deep, his pay
heing 2 Annas,

(‘hildren employed to weed, rective 1 Anna per day.

Native farm servants, gardeners, &c., receive 5 Rupees a month.

Herdsmen for cows, goats, &c. " 4 "

Keepers for bullocks, employed to bring supphes or carry produce
to the coast or to market. receive 5 Rupees a month, at the rate of one
keeper to every five head of cattle

Spade husbandry +

A good carpenter receives 4 Rupee a day

A good bricklayer w % #5

Lime, in an unslaked caustic state, can be delivered on a farm on an
average of distance from the high ronds at the
rate of 12 Annus per bullock load of about 2
hushels.

Bones could Le obtained from the low country for the cost of
Bodes collecting in the villages and conveying up

the passes.

* The Horses now employed in the Antiliery and Cavalry consist entirely of
Geldings. No entire Horses are admitted.—Eun,

4 The market value of cooly and othér labor has risen considerably since this
memelr was published. A cooly now receives 6 Annas per day, Children 2
Annas. Farm servants, gardencrs, &o., 8 Rupees per mensem. Carpentér 13
Rupees. Bricklayer 1 Rupee a day.— Ep. )

1 A dullock-lond of lime costs 1} Rupees at the present time.—Ep,

Lime.2
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Wext in importance in the class of productions is barley, the quantity
_— of which, raised during the past year far sur-

ok passes that of wheat, In 1847 it amounted to
1,419 vullums, each vollum producing on an average 400 kolsgmmns,
making a total of

60,383 bushels,
or 7,548 quarters,

taking the imperial bushel as before at 2,218 cubic inches, and the kola-
gum, by my measurement, st 226 cubic inches The barley grown on
the Neilgherries is divided into two kinds by the Burghers, the first and
best being “ Sheemey ganjee' or Euglish barley, so called from its being
the degenerate produce of Englsh sced given to the head Burghera
many years ago, by, I believe, Mr. Sullivan, when Collector of this
district, and the other * Malley ganjee” or Hill barley, which they
describe as indigenous to the Hills, The quality of both sorts is very
poor, nor is this much to be wondered at when their defective mode of
cultivation is witnessed, and the great deterioration of the grain, which
naturally results from the contant employment of the same sced in the
same Jand over and over agan, without any change or sny attempt at
the jntroduction of imported or mixed seed. The weight of & kolagum
of ordinary barley 18 5§ 1ha. which gives 54 1bs for the weight of & bushel,
and 432 lbs. for that of a guerter, The return in moderately good
ground is 50 per cent. under that of wheat, being only 20 meagures of
erop for 1 measure of seed.

The yield per cawny 18 147 bushels,
or per acre 1112 do.
and the total amount of harley cultivation is
mn cawnies 4,109
or in acrea 5,433
Before quitting the subject of barley I cannot refrain from adverting
to one immediately connected with it, and
Beer. which 1 deem of so much importance, that
sithough Iam not sanguine in my hopes that Government may be
jnduced by sny representstion made by me to institnte experimental
Prooeedings, with & view to test the fensibility of the echeme, I still
consider it my duty to place on record in this memoir the remlts of
experiments which I have had favorable opportunities of making,
whdet the impression that s time must soaner or later come when this,
‘snongs{ many other valusble resources of these Hills, will be fully
dewsloped and taken adrautage of. "
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I allude to the subject of fermiented malt hquors which can be raade
on the Neilgherries with the greatest facility in all the details of the
process, and at a cost o trifling as to cnable the Commissariat to supply
Can be made aod sold at TR€ Europe:fn troops at _t!lm three statidhs

Bangalore at 2§ Aunas more immediately in the vicimty of the Hills,

Per.qunrt. viz., Bangalore, Trnichunopoly and Cannanore,
with both Ale and Porter, at a rate, calenlated on an extreme estimate,
not exceedmg 10 Annas per imperal galion delivered to the men from
the cask in the Canteen, or 2§ Aunas per quuart, eqmvalent to 8}d per pot.

Independent of the importance, both in a moral and economic point of
view, of supplying to the troops a liguor which, from its goodness and
cheapness, will induce the majority to prefer it to ardent sprrits, the
subject becomes still more entitled to conmderntion from the advantages
which must result from its successful 1ssue, when the projected measure
for the permanent loeation of 4 Regiment of European troops on the
Nalghcuus shall be carried out  for as the chief item n the estimate
of cost 18 the carriage from the browery to the station in the plains, beer
will be supplied to those rusident on the spot at a greatly diminished rate.

A very favorable opportumty will also be offered for bringing the
project wnto practical opcration when a regunest is stationed on the
Hulls, because amougst the men many brewers and maltsters by trade
will no doubt be found, and by the practical knowledge of these men
many difficultics in the details of the process which experimentabists like
myself encounter, will he speedily overcome. An mspection of the
Tables of tumperature given in the Appendix to this memorr will at once
show that the first part of the process of the manufucture of beer,”
viz, the conversion of barley mto malt, can be
carnied on here ay well a9 1n any part of Great
Britain , tor although the rangc of the mereury may appear so great as
to endanger the success of the process by causing the germination
to procced too rapidly, this cvil can be readily averted by placing the
malting floors in buildings with thick stone or even mud walls, covered
with thatched roofs elevated considerably so as to deflect the rays of the
Temperacare well saied ™2 and preserve an even and low temper-

for multing and fer- ature throughont the day. The temperature

P, o jukelem  found most suitable to malting in England

gherries 62°. is about 60° to 62¢, and this degree of heat
could be maintained without excess in malting sheds on these Hills
throughout at least nine months in the year.

Malt.

A

* Good beer s now manufactored on the Neligherries—En.



THE NEILGHEBRY MOUNTAINS. 19

I must observe however that the barley grown here is so poor
in quality, so light in the grein, and contain-
Qualiy of barley Very  jng in a given messure so large & proportion
of husk in excces of what the same quantity of
English barley would produce, that the malt made from it yields in the
mash but s very disproportionate quantity of saccharine matter, render-
ing it necessary to employ raw sugar as an adjunct to produce a wort of
sufficient strength. But this, which might elsewhere be contidered an
objoction on the score of expense, is here af easy remedy, since in
the ymmediate vicwity of the Neigherrien, viz., in Mysore, excellent
sugar is manutactured in great abundance, and at & rate so low that at
this present time, February 1848, it is being sold in the bazaar of
F Ootacamund at 8§ Rupees 12 Annas per maund
Sugar cheapand good: ¢ 95 b, weight, being equivalent b per
cwt, Formarly, a prejudice cxmted against the employment of sugar in
the manufacture of beer, but as it is now scen that the permission to
introduce it into breweries in England which has been recently granted
by the Legislature is regarded by the public as a signal boon, it must be
self-evident that since this important article in, comparatively speak-
ing, indigenous to the spot, cheap, excellent and abundant, and as the
climate is in all respects eminently well adapted for carrying onm the
process of vinous fermentation as well a8 that of multing. beer and
portér can, under proper g t, be produced on the Nelgherries
in every respect as wholesome aud good as that now imported from
England, and &t a cost less by one-half, even including eartage to the
station where 1t is to be consumed.

1 beg leave to observe that in advancing these remarks, I do not base
my expectations and assurances on mere surmise or theoretical views
of the subject, but upon the results of actual experience, aa 1 have now

_ brewed several casks of beer without & single

B?&do?“ th‘;“ﬂ‘;:i?bt;ﬂi:e failure in the principal parts of the prooess,
writer of this memolr. viz., malting, fermentation, and fining, while
its quality has been much spproved of by many persons who have
tasted it, amongst whom I may enunerate, Mr. Drury, the Benior
Member of the Board of Revenue; Captain Bell, Becretary to the
Board ; Major General Kennett, Lord Gifford, General Gibson, with
meny others. In consequence of the success which sttended my early
sxperiments, in condncting which I employed malt prepared by myself:
from Hill barley, with hops and dried yeast imported from Englund,
and, my confidence in the success of the scheme if entered imto by
Goverument, 1 addresed o Jetter to the Commissary General upon the
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subject, communioating such details as seemed of interest, and offering to
carry on farther trials on & small scale, at my own expense, if a copper
oould be supplied 40 me temiporarily on Indent from the Commissariat
Stores, I also pent eamples of some beer which
e "’gm Com- ] had brewed, but which had an unplessant
taste eominunicated to it owing to my having
employed “ gour” or “ raw jsggery” in the brewing in place of refined
sugar, without taking the precaution of cleansing it from the dut and
gummy matter with which this article ia gene-
rally contaminated. I was not so fortunate as
o receive u reply to this letter (beyond a message throngh a third party)
and this absence of encouragement prevented me from following the
matter further, but I may add that for my own use I continued the
manufacture with & sccess, which convinces me that it is only necessary
to extend the geale npon which my operatious are carned, and to mecure
practical knowledge in the more important details of the process, to
ensure the most complete realization of my anticipations regarding the
wvast benefits to be derived by thisitem in the st of productive resourees
of the Neilgherries,

The following is an estumate of the cost of ale brewed here, from actual
experiment In England to make a hogshead (66 gallons) of strong als
intended for export to the tropics, the brewers use

6 bushels of malt,
and 6 Ibs. of hops.
now it has been sscertained since the mntrodaoction of suger into British
breweries that
180 lbs. of moist sugar are equivalent to
1 quarter, or 8 bushels of malt.
If therefore both malt and sugar are employed in equal proportions,
the hogshead will require 3 bushels of malt
Estimats of tho expenss and 72 lbe, of sugar. Considering the Hill
o manufsstaring WAL pals to be 100 per cent. inferior to English

No answer received.

o malt, I made use of
6 bushels of malt and 72 1ba, of sugar.
ESTIMATE.

6 bushels of barley, or 60 kolagums at 13 kolagums
pat Rapee. ... i . B&. 5 0 0
72 Iba. (3 maunds) of sugar, at 4 Rupecs permspnd... ,, 12 O 0O
’m«mhwmw.“nnumam. " T o0
Onrried forward... 4. 9.4
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mbt forward.., 84
Fue for kuln drying malt, and boilig...os.ovececareresges B&e | 1

Propartion of labor in stegping barley, turning muh.}

dnmu,g water, brewing, &e,, ........ EisamR e CaeEA TS A

asens e eresmiemsie s seasee 1

Glrhpimegulum(lunknlold teessorteapasersaetey 3y 9

————

Total Rupees , 37 8 0

A hogshead should run 60 gallons of clear beer, hence Ru, }1-* == J0
Annas per nnpenal gallon for the gross cost
This estimate tught be reduced in many of its items if a Government
brewery were established herc upon an extended scale. In the first
place all the yeast produced would meet with a resdy sale in Ootaca-
mumd, for the bakerics which are now dependent on the low country for
& supply of toddy, with which bread fermented all over India, and
wluch, having to travel a consrderable distance
Yoast much wanted on  before 1t reaches the settlement, 18 often found
mﬂﬂh for maklog ¢, have passed into the stage of acetous fer-
mentution, rendering 1t either unfit to make
bread with, or esusing the bread to have an unwholesome and had taste,
A large quantity of yeast would also be daily required for the bakehouscs
of the Enropean Regiment loeated here, The estimate for hops, at 1
Rupee per pound delivered here, is far too high, as, if sent out by the
Home Government 1n quantity, they could not poseibly stand in at the
brewery st so high a rate ; and the cost of labor would be dimunished if
s large quantity of beer were brewed daly.

o © &0
o0 o oo

I would forther beg leave to dwell upon the importance to this
distriet of the establishment of such a manu-

’Hnr mmw ;ﬂ factare upon a large scalein & Revenue point
mand for barley for of view, which from the great demand 1t would
i create for barley, would soon lead to the recla-
mation of the greater part of the waste but rich lands, which are now
left untouched through want of stimulus to the wxdustry of the Hill
tribes, and also, as it appears to me, in some messure to the want of
hands to till them—a deficiensy which wonld however be speedily
remedied by immigration froms Mysore and the plains around. In
ot were it not for the sssamption of absolute right over all the lands,
wante, and oultivated, which are sitoated on the platean of these Hills,
by the' Todsrs, Burghers, and Kothers, there is no doubt thst many
brmmh-bmuphmmhngmplaymazum
wold 'form settlémetids and permanently locate themselves wherever
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they could obtan posscamon of land to bring under caltivation  Should
Government at any future time see fit to create an estabhishment on
O BTl these Hills for the manufacture of beer, it
“ing & Government farm, would be very adwiesble, and mndeed in the
ﬂ",,t',:',; i ,;,I‘:fuﬂ}',‘; first instance almost ndizpensable, to connect
the cultivation ot wheat  with it a Gnvmmeut farm, to senve i 8
FREBATERY model for the introduction of mmprovements
mn hushandry, both in regard to ploughng and dressing ihe land, and
in the picparation of good manure, a department of the farmer's
profession of which the Hill agriculturists appear to have no knowledge
whatever Good seed must be sent from England and distnibuted
amongst the Burghers, upon whose exertions the stimulus of a premium,
1 the shape of a hugher price for barley of a superior description, would
donbtless soon produce a benefical effect, while imitation of the system
pursued by the employés of GGovernment in the management of the farm
lands would also, it is suppused, lead to the adoption of more aivilized
notions and practice of agriculture than sre now to be found prevailing
1 any part of this rich, but ill-appreciated, 1Ll tract  In this climate
Europeans might with perfect safety as re-

E':mpe?ﬂﬂ i ‘“““"u‘,g gards their henlth, go through all the out-of-
Nagléh:,‘;;l,'.',m o doors labor which falls to the lot of farming
men n England. They do so in New Zealand

and Port Adelmide where the climate 18 nnquestionably less temperate
than here, and as on the Neigherrics the actual exertion of European
bodily strength would only be required at particular sessons of the
farmung ycar, such as m the direction of the plough and the nse of
the scythe, winle superintendence and instroction of the Native laborers
would alone be required, on the part of a European, 1 conducting the
minor details of a farm, I cannot but think that in many respects a far
finer field 18 offered on these Hills to the emigrant farmer from home,
than 19 met with by the many who flock to the Austrabian settlements.
Here cooly labor is very cheap, 2 Annas or 2}d. a day being the regu-
lar rate of pay for & working man who can

l‘r;‘:f df;‘f"""‘ 2 ADnBS  serform any duty pertauung to spsde hus
bandry, and undertake all the duties of & farm,

which, in England, fall to the lot of the common laborer, such as hedg-
ing and ditching, trenching, hoeing, reaping, stacking, thatching, &e., &e.
A shilling a day, or } a Rupee, is the pay of & bricklayer or carpenter;
men to Jook after 2 horses receive 14 shillings, or 7 Bupees s month,
cowherds 4 or 5 shillings, and all other labor in proportion.* These,

* Vide second foot note, page 18,
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advantages, conpled with those presented by & reidy and ever demand-
ing market for such articles of produce as whest, barley, (oats if raised)
clover, hay (of which article an immense quantity would e consumied
{u Ootacamund if it was procurable), turnips, potatoes, (Ceylon offering
'Y vﬁry favorable market for this vegcmhlc)‘ butter, eggs and stock of
all’ descriptions, both for butcher's meat and for salting for ship use,
would surely, it is to be supposed, tempt many indigent farmers to this
Hilly region, whose necessitics impel them to emigrate from the mother
country, but whose steps are stayed by the warniugs uttered by the
many hundreds of their unfortunate fellow-countrymen, who have
hu.med heedlessly out to the Australiun colouies, ouly to meet with
disappointment and ryin,
.Bhould circumstances ever induce (zoverntent to establish a Farm on
lhm Hills for the purpose of encouraging the growth und extending the
cultivation ol wheat and barley, 1 should
s.h";mrm“r;‘zsgﬁi‘:m{m & recommend two sites for ity location ; oune on
the clevated tract of land to the westward of
the Pykars river, commcncing at the north-west angle of the plateau
near Neddiwuttum, and extending southward to “ Makoorty peak,”
the whole of which may be said to be uninhabited, there being only 7
small Todar munds situated in it, and these not all oceupied, while the
soil is for the most part cxcellent, pasturage sbundant, and the land
covered, in many parts, with fine forest, rendering the tract (which
oontains about 12,000 acres) sdmirably adapted for the purpose which
I venture to suggest,

‘I‘he other st is a fine tract of land forming a sort of promontory
in the north-cast angle of the platenu of the
Hills called * Kodenaad” which is equally
uninhnh:ted having ouly three occupicd Todar munds within its limits ;
the soil good and forest abundant, many fine wooded vallies extend-
‘ing through it, and offering a most eligible locality for a farm. The
tract contains about 7,000 acres.
The other grain productions of the Neilgherries are ragghee, namee,
_— korallie, tenney, buttacudaley (a kind of pess),
m“mﬂ' grains Pro-  ghapungee (a kind of gram), garlic, onions,
kudagoo (mustard seed), vendium, opium and
potatoss. Almost sll the grains enumerated are raised solely for homeo
mpﬁm—-md, excepting kurollic, for which about 1,200 vellums of
land ave cultivated yearly, the quantity of cach which is produced is
insigaificant,

Kndanm
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I may therefore refer for farther particulsrs regarding them to the
acoompenying * Statement™ in which is set forth the total quantitics of
1aud cultivated and of greins produced, the ratio of return of erop to the
seed sown, the selling prices of each and the zates of asssment. The
information upon which the table has been formed is derived from the
Hevenue Accounts for 1847, and althongh the average of prodnce snd
return 16 rather & high than a low one, 1t may, I think, generally speak.
ing, be pronounced as correet as it is povmble to make'a return of its
description, 1n a dstrict where the ute of cultivation 14 8o perpetually
shifing as in the case on the Neilghcrry Hills  From the dsts given m
the statement it will be apparent that, whero the cost of labor is so low
w3 it is here, conmderable profits must bhe 1ealized by the coltivators.

In the 1tems of potatoes, wheat, poppy and barley, we find that after
deducting the assessment and the cost of sced, there remains respectively

as prohil and for repny ment of the cxpense of
Profit per acre to the cultivation
on

Potatoes, On ang serc of Potato land ... .Rs 54 8 @
g‘;*l;‘: Do. do Wheat ,, .. , 1§ 0 0
Darloy. Do do. TPoppy 4 verser w8 10 2

Do do. Borley o, cersvery, 518 7

These are cstimated upon the prices obtanable on the Hills for
produce, but 1f’ potatocs and wheat were exported, s much larger profit
wotld be reahzed Ilence another promusing opening to cougraidts in
the form of an establishment for breeding snd
B Lac ko salting pork for slup uee, as, =uce patatoes
and barley can be produced at so low a rate, and & herd of cows kept for
nothing but § shillings a month, for 8 herdsman, with a percentage
to cover interest on outlay and easunlties, it cannot be doubted that
the most cursed 1n this chmate would both prove of excéllent quahtf,
and return, by its sale at Bombay or other shippiug ports, a considerabls
profit to the breeder and salter Under any circumstances larger profits
must be realized than those returned from tho same market to the
exporter from Europe, wha has to breed his stock under all the dis
advantages of dear food and lahour, and cost of freight to its destined
port of eale.

Amongst the productions of the Nelgherries may be enumersiad
ides, both of the buffulo and 0%, the former
. of which sre especially prized in the Tow
country for making soles of ahoes, tracea sud other articles L
strong sad durable leather The hale of the bull buffalo is cogsi
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far superior 1n Value to that of the cow, I have not been able to ascer.
tain whet quality of hides sre sonually collected and cured here for
export, but it cannot at present be very considerable, as it will be seen
by the returns in the Appendix that the total number of buffaloes and
bullocks herded on these Hills s, comparatively speaking, by no means
large

Opium is produced on the Neilgherries to a small extent, and it appears
that the Burghers who cultivate the poppy pay
more sttention to the collection of the seed
{which fetches & very remunerstive price as an article of food in the
bazanrs) than to the extraction of the drug from the capshles of the plant.
The total quantity produced last year was under 200 lbs avoidupois,
but T have no doubt it could be increased very greatly if other cultiva-
tors conld be mtroduced on the Hills , as the Burghers, slaves to habit,
prejudice, and the love of ease, oppose themsrlves to any change or
unprovement which involves additional trouble or personal labor.

Poppy fields require some caf'e both in preparing and well manuring
the ground before sowing, and in hoemg and irrigating it whilst the
plants are young, Hence this kind of cultivation 18 only carried on in
the immedinte vicimty of their villages, where the fields can be attended
10 by the women end children, and where manure, such a8 it is, in more
teadily, and with less trouble, collected.

The opium extracted by the Burghers from their poppies appesrs

to be of excecdingly fine quahty, and mests
e 1 L YErY yryth & ready sale in the bazsars of Ootacumand

umongst the Mysore and Malabar coolies and
others i better circumstances, by whom it 15 caten in ts raw state, but
uever, as far as 1 can learn, smoked.

Having thus reviewed the more important articles of agnicultural pro-
duce, I am induced, hefore concluding the subject, to hazard the remark,
that I cannot but conmder that the lands comprising the plateau of these
Hills, so valuable from their capacity for producing grans which eannot
be cultivated n the low country which surroundsthem, and which are so

_much needed for the public good, are under the exclusive system which
= st present prevails, both musappropriated in
n’:w;ﬂlf:ﬁ":;?ngfﬂ: their partial cultivation,” and wastefully neg-
od lected. inssmuch 88 that there is not drawn
from them tlat full amount of benefit to the community, which nature
has so eminently quabfied them to countribute On Tooking st the
* Btateruent of productive resources” it will be seea that out of 11,500
cawmes at present under actual cultivation, only 4,300 cawnies are

Opiam,
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devoted to the production of wheat und barley, while on all the rest of
the land griie are reared, which, with only dne or two exceptions, are
grown just as well, and fer cheaper, in the plains below, and would be
brought up and bartered for wheat to any extent, could this much wanted
grain be procured on the Hilla m grester quantity Tt will scarcely be
eredited that this district so pecubiarly well adapted for the cultivation of
‘whest actimlly does not produce enough to sapply the bakeries of the
prinzipal settlement, for the use of which large quantities of & very
inferior description of gram are imported from Mysore , while the minor
settlements of Coonoor and Kotergherry are supphed with bread from
Coimbatore.

Hill wheat certainly findsits way to the low country, by bemg burtered
by the Burghers with the traders for cloths and other articles, but the
guantity thus exported 1s inmgnificant, and bears no comparison with that
imported from Mysore

There remain yet o few articles of plantation produce to be noticed,

suk the oldest of which, in the agricultural hstory
* of the Neilghernes, 13 silk.® There are several
plantations of mulberry trees in varous parts of the Hills, for the
breeding of the silk-worm, with establishments fur preparing and
winding the cocoons, the mlk produced by which has, 1 undetstand,
been pronounced o London to be of a quality very fin supenor to any
produced m the plams, either 1n Bengal or other parts of Indin, and
what has been sent to England appears to have realized very lugh
prices, The gnantity produced however has hithicrto heen very msig-
nificant, and I ponfess, as far as I am able to julge, the scheme
appears a complete falure The mulberry trees do not <hoot out
fresh leaves with that redundant luxumance whick dishinguishes all
other descriptions of vegetation on these alls, the weedmng, watering,
and pruumg which they require mvolves much expense , the worms
require the most delicate treatment, both in regard to food and tem-
perature, any mismanagement of which entafls destruction on myriads,
and the guantity of cocoons produced s not in s sufficiently large pro-
portion to allow the superior quahty of the mlk recled from them to
secure a profit to the planter

Already one cxtenmve plantation, and worm nand silk house, at
Coonoor, has been given up; and I should thmk it will not be found
thet this'description of cultivation will be extended by future settlers

Numerous plantations of coffee trees are scattered abont the Halle,

Colfee. principally mtuated on the sloper descending
to the pinins, where the clevation sustable for
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the growth of this shrub can be obtaiged. Until within the last two
or three years, coffee plantations were ounly found on the esstern
side of the Hlls, but representations of the excellent quality of the
berry, and of the sdvantages attending its cultivatign on the Neil-
gherries, baving been made in Ceylon, the attention of the skilful
planters of that island was attracted in this Jirection, sad the result has
been the opening of several plantations, where I ventared to predict, in
a former memoir, that this descriptien of cultivation would sooner or
later be introduced, viz, on the western slopes of the Hills, where
advantages are offered to the planter eminently superior to thoee,
the possession of which has, of late years, so greatly ephanced the
value and importance of the neighbouring island.”

The cluef of all 1s the cheapuess of labor, a cooly receiving even on
B GiaE digtant plantations in the * Koondahs™ 4

:‘ ,gmﬁ,_ T pees Rupees a month, while in Ceylon 8, 9 and

; even 10 are givin ; while in the pay of artizans
such as carpenters, sawyers, masons, &c, a still greater disparity exists
in favor of this dus‘tru:t..t Sucond to this is the abundance oflabor which
can always be commanded here, the neighbouring provinces of Malabas,
Mysore and Coimbatore supplying coolies in suficient numbers to meet
all demands, and at all seasons of the year ; while in Ceylon the utmost
difficulty is expericnced in most parts to obtan laborers when urgently
required ; and at all tines the supply of coolies is extremely precarious..
Planters here bave also the advantage of s good public road passng
through the heart of the forest land of the * Koondabs,” and affording
ready means for obtaimng supplies, machinery, &c., or of sending away
produce for shipment by a’route, of which less than 30 miles are by land
and 36 by water, to the poit of Calicut.} One estate which was opened
about two years ago near * Wallahkadoo,” balf-way down the Koondah
ghaut, by the late Archdeacon of Ceylon and Mr. Hutson, also of that
island, and which I bad an opportunity of inspecting receotly, on my
way up from the Western Coast, is in a very Aourishing condition, snd
hes every propusc of turning out most snccessfully. In its neighbour-
hood are tracts of virgin forest land of immense extent, stretching away
w&"““ slopes of the over the intumerable spurs and valleys into
cundabs well suited  which the Koondahs are broken as they sl

i Gotio civation: downwards towards the Ponany ri!z, ?l;
eminently suitsble for coffee plauting, having the proper elevation, &

* Works on Coffec Cultivation by Shortt, Hull, & Laborie, have been lmw:
by Higginbotham aud Co., Madras.—Ep,

t Fide stcond foot note, pege 16.—Ev.

$ The Bispars Ghaut is pever used except by Shikaieés pow.—Ep.
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good and rich scil, and cnjoying & climate particularly ftvorable to the
nourishment of this pecaliar shrub. If the suocess which ia looked for,
crowns the exertions and adventure of the first speculators, there can be
little doubt that when the Koondah coffee appears regularly in the
tharket ase production of this district, the attention of capitalists at
home will be directed ¢o it, and the western portion of this mountain
tract become s source of great increase to the revenue of the country,
while it will afford employment and submstence to the many indigent
people in the neighbouring provinces, who, at the present time, suffer
such privations from the want of it, between the aseasons of sowing and
reaping the crops in the plamns, and indeed for more than three-quarters
of the year.

The other, or what may be called the old plantations in the other
parts of the Hills, but principally cn the forth-enstern slopes, are 1nsig-
nificant in point of size but remarkable for the pecuharly fine flavour
Plantations 4 Coonoor of the coffee produced, which 18 conmdered to

and Kotergherry too be owing to the Ingh elevation at which

high, most of them are situated Some plantations
near Coonoor and Kotergherry are 5,000 feet above the level of the
sea, but it scems to me that the advantage derived from this superiority
of flavour is more than counterbalunced by the general want of
vigour and luxuriance of the coffee trees, wlich evidently do not
thrive in this latitude so well at*an elevation above 4,500 feet, as
between that and 8,000 feet It is not easy to estimate the amount of
lend st present under actual eultivation for coffee on the Neilgherries,
ay, in most cases, the coffee filds are so mixed up with the mulberry
grounds, that it is difficult to arnve at the precise extent of each, but it
msy be pronounced not to excecd 280 acres on the Jantern side, and
300 scres on the western. The general return of thoke an the eastern
side, which are the only omes at present in bearing, is on an average
shout 6 to 7 cwt. per acre; which is & remunerative rate under the
prevailing circamstances of cheap labor, but the trees require manure
to keep them up to this rate of bearing, and more care m pruning and
managing than is bestowed upon them.

Balt provisions may be mentioned ss sn article of produce of the
Neilgherries, though the preparation of them

W Prarines, 18 not carried on in an extensive way. Hams,
bacon, salt pork, &e., are cured in the settlements and sold st & cheap
rete: some cured by Enropean settlers being of excellent quality. I
sm informed that the Bambay Government were anxious sometime sinoe
to enter into » contragt for the sapply of the Indisn Navy with salt
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provasons, in leu of thoee prepared for Government use in the unsuit-
sble climate of Bombay: but the opportumty of establishimg thus
branch of produetivé industry on & firm and regular footing was lost,
owing to there bemng mo person on the Hills who could be induced to
undertake the responmhality of so extenmve an engsgement. The feed-
ing of stock, if connectedswith a proper farm
s‘ﬁfmﬁ'ﬁ&ﬁn mﬁ';““ on which to rmse dry food and support cattle,
could be cnrred on most economically beres
espeaally as regards pigs whose chief food, potatoes, s raised on the
Hulls out of almost any sol and with a nost profitable return There
might be more difhculty 1n fattemng oxen for the salting tub, becanse
the pasturage on these Ihlls, though for the most part luxuriant, 1s
rank ond fibrous, and docs not appear to produce fat or flesh 1n rumm-
ating ammals cxeupt in the case of the Hill buffuloc wlich alone thnves
upon it, but as mangel wuczel has been tried and seans to take very
kindly to the chmate end soil, this difhenlty might be overcome by its
introduction A good knglish grazier also would soon exterminte the
bad grass out of Ins land and replace it by grass from good muxed seed
from Lome, which cxpurience (on 2 small stale) has shown to thrive
well on these Iills  Clover and lucerne also flourish here, capecially on
lands not more than 6000 fect elcyated above the level of the sea—"
wn fact under a proper system there never could be any want of dry as
well as green food for fattuung stogk, felt in this distriet
There 15 another subject which before closing tius chapter 1 am
. " anxions to draw attuntion to, and that 1s the
F ':ttrl!:ﬂg ﬂ:: "liﬁ:m" supply of firewood olbtained from the woods
with winch the surface of the Ihils 14 dotted
"I'las may at & casnal glance appear comparatively inexhiaustible, but I am
satisfied 1t s not 80, and that to presers ¢ n localities, w here 1t may be called
avalable for general use a proviaon for futarc years, some measures of
conservation should be adopted, more especially should Furopean
troops with the host of Natives who will follow themn be permanently
located on the Nulghermes At present, while hundreds of trees are
being felled daily, not one 18 planted, and it 1s reasonable to anticipate,
that unless some systum s adopted to conserve and renew the woods,
particularly 1n the neighbourhood of the projected bLarracks, Govern-
ment will before long bu put to a heavy expensc in supplymng the troops
with*this necessary of life from a dwtance *
The modes of cuhnrnt:ml ndopt.ed by the ngmu]tnml Hill tribes !h\'e

- I‘xtenlln ﬂra-n “‘,' o ﬂlﬂf i (mm.u lophants and m}
have been formed during the lagt few ycars on these lulls by private specule
tors —kn
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been, already, so frequently sdverted to.in the preceding chapler on
productions, that it will be ouly necessary
here briefly to review them. I have desonbed
their system of agriculture as radically bad ; and it is so for these reasons;
first, because the land is not properly ploughed ; secondly, because it is
not properly manured and dressed ; and thirdly, because no change is ever
made in the seed which they sow in it; not evén to the extent of
bringing it from neighbouring villages, the Burghers sowing the same
seed over and over agam 1n the same woil, until an inevitable deterior-
ation takes place in the product,

Modes of cuttivation,

The plough used 15 8 most wretched implement, the share being
almost invariably a piece of pointed wood, of
Finagte. very tal 1 tough description, h&rﬂmc(}n in the ﬂ:;d’ and
not shod with iron, or any other metal, Owing to this, and to the clumsy
form of the plough, which gives the man at the tail but little power
over the instrument, the land 1s not furrowed or turned up beyond a
depth of 6,inches, and consequently fresh and unworked soil 18 never
worked up to the surface, but the top soil is alone made use of. The
consequence of this, and other causes, 1s that they can take but one crop
off their lands, of wheat and barley, and are then compelled to let them
lie fallow always for two, and generally for three years before they are
again brought under the plough. Attempts were, 1 believe, made some
time back to introduce cast iron ploughs amongst the Burghers, but, of
course, without success; first, because of the obstruction whigh their
prejudices opposed to the introduction of the novelty; and secondly,
because there were no Europeans to show them how to use them, or how
to team their little diminutive cattle so as to cnable them to drag them.
Tt would be nseless therefore to attempt to make them use s better
deseription of plough, until the means of instructing them in its use
could be commanded ; and here again we see the advantages which a
model Government farm would present, in the facility with which all
sach innovations upon their old vicious system could be practically
ilinstrated, and made available for those, for whose improvement it was
introduced. At present, instesd of making onc plough perform the work
of farrowing the ground to the required depth, six or seven plonghs are
each following precisely in the track of its predecessor, the
spike of the one deepening the amall trenches scraped by the other;
until, when the last has passed, it has been made what they consider
desp enough, when they turn and form a new one. The ground is then
worked, chiefly by boys and women, with & srillll hand-hoe (for they
bave 0o harrows or sy other ferming implement besides the plough), snd
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the grass and weeds collected with the hand into small heaps, and afler-
wards burned. Manure is then thrown over the fields and slightly
worked in, and it is then considered fit for the seed. The wretched
quality of the manure which they use, next requires notice.

They have no knowledge whatever of the way to produce or manu-
facture, if the term may be used, manure, by
heaping the dung of their cattle, and covering
it in with alternate layers of wil, snd vegetable substances; but merely
take the dung, which has been lying exposed to the sun and weather for
months, the whole of the nutritious gases having egcaped and its fer-
mentation being long since over, and apply it in its dry and hard, and
all but uscless state, to the land. The conscquence of course 1s, that the
s0il derives but little or no benefit from the manuring, na heat is commu-
nicated to it to encourage the sceds to germinate, nr to stimulate and
invigorate the growth of the young plant, and the grain produced is
small, light, and poor. There ia no doubt, as I have already remarked,
that lime is the manure most  needed to
Li::ial dresmng for the improve the general soil of the Neilgherries,
) but the expeuse of this material of course detess
the native cultivators, whose ideas cannot be carried beyond the pros-
pecta and returns of the current year, from using it. Dut this expense,
under a proper system of farming, would be found hight, as in all proba-
bility about 40 bullock-loads, or 2 tons of lime per acre, applied once in
five years, would be found sufficient to produce a very grest and remu-
nerative improvement in the crops raised,

Neglect of manure,

This quantity would cost, for lands situated within 2 or 3 miles of any

of the passes or ghauts, about 26 Rupees, and

hﬂm‘?ﬁﬁ_};ﬁ: acre, aalthe lime-bu.mern are always glad to mmtw

Hill-produce in harter for their commodity

for the eake of keeping their cattle employed, the cultivators would not

be called npon to find capital to investin this part of their farming
operations.

A most cssential point on which the Hill cultivators stand in great
need of instiuction is—the preparation of manure, for which the climate,
with its sharp sun heat in the day, and its cold dewy nights, so favorable
to the promotion of decomposition, and the abundance of vegetable
matter rich in alkali, such as the fern, which is to be found all over the
Hills, affords great facilities,. Every Burgher and EKother village has s
large herd of cattle atfhehed to it, which are penned during the night in
s large circular pen sarrounded with stone walls, and allowed to grane
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over thedomiry during the day. Thej are never Ettered at night, anit
thieir ordure is allowed to accumulateand lie exposed 1o thie sun in the per,
wmtil it becomes an inconvenience to the oattle; whem it is removed und
thrown outside, and lcft, as before, uncovered-and exposed to waste away.

: Now if a few trusses of fern were to be strewed

g S occasionally over the pen, and all the collec-
tuma, dowa to the serapings of the soil, removed frequently and laid in
layers with soil, weeds, forn or other green vegetable matter alternately,
the nutritive gases of the dung would be retained, the decomposition of
the mass would proceed hy slow fermentation, and by continunlly adding
mthe henp or furming new ones, cvery vlllugu wonld have ready for use
atthc time of sowing, which is as soun as the frosts have ceased, a lru'ge
stock of the very best and richest manure, instead of the small qmmuty ol
glmust unelm stult which they now t.uplay 1 Lelieve it has been ascer-
tnlned in T'ngla'ld that this svstera of covering in the layers of mannre
wﬁh soil, ndds 50 per cent. to its value, bath because the guscous matter
m retnmed thercby, and heeause, by its action, the carth luid on becomes
lmpmma!cd with ammoniacal and other salts, and forms an adjunct to
the dung when worked up with it. 1tis not therefore too much to say
that iy the introduction of n hetter system of pre puring manure, or
rather By the introduction of a system where none now prevails, the pro-
duce of the latds cultivated by the 16l trilies would be inereased by 50
to 100 per eent., and it would moreover cnable them to hring more land
mder the plough, and avert the necessity which they find, or consider ta
exist, for allowing their corn lands to lie fallow 2 or 3 years for one
year of crop. Indolence combined with apathy, is, however, the prime
cause of their deficient system of agrienlture ; for, I firmly believe, that
wege fine manure heaps prepared in this way for their nse, they would,
avaricious us they nre, prefer letting a field, capable, if sufficicnt manure
were applied, of producing a crop of wheat, remain fallow through the
year, to carrying the manure to it if it lav st the distance of a mile ar
50,06 -

Thev never use carts to carry manure to their ficlds or to bring ']'-jm;-
oo . dace home, everything being carried on their
Kw cmplosed on  yopde althongh, in many parts of the Hills,

the featnres of the ground would admit of the

light bandy of the eountry bring employed very advantdgeousty. -Sacki

&6 innovation would hewever never be dreamed of. Thus it i that this

it district, capable of being turned to such great account, ja perverted

'mmm,udundzmm in ite resources : graihs, which can 'be pre~

doond in slwost-any 2ol and. it the sultry climase of the plios,” seisod
5
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on its lands, because they requme no manure, or bat Lttle, to nounsh
them, and because thexr culture, and future management involve no
great labor or trouble to the holders of the swl A striking contrast
in respect of agricultural industry, and a desire
N:L‘:' 1,{,:;’:5'“:,:,.'?:_‘ to wnprove, 1 presented by the system pure
311‘:”:‘]“::; than  the  gyed by the cnngrunt natives from the plung,
L who have settlud in various paits of the Hills,
principally i the viamty of the Europcan stations, sud employ them-
selves i cultivating small patches of land for potatoes, turnips and other
European vegetables These men having had the value of the sol
pomted out to thewn, are now commencing In \arous parts to dram and
reclum the bog lands, and rawse upon them crops of the very finest
potatoes, with a very small outlay 'l heir enteiprize 1s however eucum-
scribed by the absence of an extensive demand and by the want of
dealers who might buy up the surplus stock in the sctilements, and send
we commuodity uther to Ceylon, where a lnghly 1cmuneratuve market
would be fonnd, or to the several large stations n the plams where the
dunand i always active *

*The polatec was onginally mtrodnced os s vegetable some years smnce by
the Twopean resmdonts of the place bul the nalives soon discovered that
its calture would prove a rumunerative source of locome of undertaken and
in a lUttle tme thae coltivation Liad su extended that every pateh of suitahle
eoil was convericd intr a potatoe fleld The roots of a variety of plants
are termed potatnes bat it is more especially limited to that family named
¢ Bolawaeser 80 thet there are several vaneties which produce edible roots  OF
these the el 1 the * Solanwm Tuberoswm more familiarly known ss the
potatoe  For sometime the potatoe cultivation was fined to some parti
stations but now it has found favor, and s exienstvel) grown throughoumt
the yeni in most of our hill At O d itselt the cultivation has
boen sprwading from jear to year and the culture s now Leing taken up by
somo of the hill-tribes  That it 1s 8 profitable cultivation thore can be no doubt,
or othorwine the natives would bave bean loth to uttempt it Kot only does the
produco find a resdy sale among the reaidents of the place, but it is largely
exported 1o the low country where it always moets with purchasers, and ot
A very romunerative rate A maund of good potatoes can now be parchased on
these Lillls for from 10 to 12 Annas, while in some statious on the plains it fetches
from 8 to 5 Hupees s maund of 25 lba. 'lhe natve fiuds that in the event
of & want of purchasers humself and family can always consame & great portion
of the produce of his fislds, for with the knowledge of culture, eame also
that of the potatoo belng an lient, cbeap, and wourishing article of dist,
and he has foriher learned to make a satisfactory meal on & dish of bolled
potatoss, seasoned wilh & little sals and greens, it i1s not only cheaper than
& meal of rvice, but is prepared with less trouble, and in fact is preforred by
many The cultivalion is perbsps the simplest of agricaltural operstions oa
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Wheat, barley, and most of the other kinds of grain produced on
wf“; bl '{ﬂe n &e., o t:ea:‘ Hulls are n:wn generally in April, when
o April and reaped in  the frosty weather bas entircly passed away,
July and August and the crops are cut if the scason has been
favorable in July Poppy seed however s sown in October, and the

these hills The ground 13 broken up the clods erushed and slightly ridged
in straight lines—the tubers are cnt up Into pleces, each contaning two or
more eyes, and dibbled into the nidges from 4 to + inches 12 depth, and one
foot apart The land requires to be csrefully drmned so as to prevent the
lodgment of water 1n soy part, excessive moisture tends to rot the plant. All
that 18 subsequently necessary 1a to heep the soil well looseued, and free from
waeds, and the stems thimselves well cuiged aronnd with earth  In the course
of some three months the plant attains maturity and pushes forth blossoms, these
as A rule, ghonl! Le hroken off as the tendenay to fructify diverts the starch
or tuber prodoung powers «f the plant to the perfection of the sced But
if allowed to continue, fraits form, and these have all the sppearance of the
fruit of the egg plant, commonly known by the name of Brinjalls, although
in & mimatme form The frults are about the sive of a lmrge marble, fiee of
prickles, and contaln but a small number of seeds  As so0v as the plant has
perfected jts tubers it dies away and the cultivator sels abuut removing the
tobers or potatoes; tlus 18 by no weans & difficult oporation  Firom the soil
having been kept loose around the plant, it {8 readily removed, and the pota-
tops are cxposcd m masyes shghtly attached to the aml and hanging on the
fibrous roots of the plant On an average we have found 2o tubers of slacs
attached to each plant, of these the laigest, weighing 12 oz, waa of the size
of & double fist, and the smallcst, the siza of a pea, weiglung 80 grawns, the
saverage prodace of esch plaot was two pounds evolrdupois in welight, bnt
sumply Lmuting the produce of wedlvidual plants lor satety sake to one poand
erch, and taking the acre at 43 560 feet, and Instead of a plant to every foot,
not more than 43,000 plants for the whole, this with 2,240 pounds to the tom,
glves 194 tons of potatoes a8 the yleld of an acre 1f we allow say 10 pounds
for the food of an adult per day which s greatly in excoes, (from 6 to & lbs,
with otlier seasoning herbs should suffice,) the guantty would feed 4,800
men, or one man for the same number of days.

The money value of an acre of potatoes wounld be, even at the low rate
of eight Annas the maund, over one thousand Hupees, and sllowing three
hundred Rupees for land rent, preparation of soll, weeding, sete or sceds,
planting, &o., the balancs of seven hundred Hupees falle to the share of tha
coltivator as & clear profit

Indeed the potatoe 18 now s0 well hnown and recognized as an article of
food for man and animals, (hat it cultivation s daily extesding thronghont
the civilized world, and may be considered next In impottance to the cereals
aa an sriacle of diet. It Is troe that in this country it is not as yet so com-
mupllnﬁfnlumlumfo’odﬁn'w domestic cattle, as (s dons in parte
of Barope, for the potatos does not moet with a congenial soil in ai) parts of
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drug collected in Januvary, as it is found that the opium exudes more
freely, and of grester consistency and richness, in frosty then in warm
wenather, For potatoes no particular time is observed, the sets being
Theee crops W put in the ground in any month, except the
raised ann fiom most frosty ones of December and January,
theant laad: and as #o00n as unc crop1s taken up, which is
n three motths from the time of setting, the land 13 manured, dog snd
hocd, and fresh scts put 1n without any delay, so as to ensure three full
erops durning the twelve months,
The prices of all the grains produced on these Hills have been already
given in the table at page 25, 1t s therefore
only necessary here to particulanrze those
productions whih have not found a place
in that return
Coffec —'I'he asernge price of coffecn the bazaar 15 o Rupees per madhd
of 25 1bs  Dut it fluctustes much, bung ut the present
moment not mote than 4 Rupces 1 maund, owing to the
anxicty of growers to get nd of thar crops pcked m
November and December on the spot. to avod the expense
and rish of sending thein to Madras or to the Western Const
for shupment

Silk.—For this mtwle there 15 no sale un the Nedshormes

Prices of priocipal pro-
ducts

Southern fodie In (he pluns ns o role with some § w oueeptlons, it does
not thrive anl} when it does it s subyeet to destiucti n v wlite ants and other
snsects It thonves well at Bangalore and ndow othor places 1t has snectoded
tolerably well in the Deecan but o these ul's st luxurates , three corps
have been successively taben off the soil In the course of the year, and of
greater attention were gnen to agricultural oporations and what Is termed
nigh farming Lronght iato play, we s no 1eason to donbl why foar crops
in soecessdon should not be tnken off the acre in the courss of a year. It is
possible peahapys that frost ey prose wnumucal to the suecessful growth of
a further crop, but, that v il depend goeatly on the stuation and aspect of
the plantation, Cualtivatols bhave no reason to fiar that by extengion of the
énitivation the maket will become over stokhed , on the contrary, in propos-
tion tu the produce will the demand extend, and the consumption of he arucls,
at present confined to the well to-do cl , il soon extend 1o others, and
create 4 larger demand, We believe that potatee enltivation 1s open to great
extensivn, and will tually find much favor with agrmculturalists ns & pay-
ing profuce; aud ss the article cheapens, it may with advantage be converted
into food for eattle, eventually rosurning iteelf in good Lecf and mazure. Wa
believe there ar> groat openings for the potatos trade, not only by sepplying
the shipping st the soveral porta, but also by importaticn to locabitiss whess
the potatos Is nok to be had—Ep,—(Thi articls was originally writhen for i
Neilgherry Ewoelnor.)
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Hides,~These ‘are to be obtained, bat in limited quantities—Buffalo
hides are sold as 2 Rupees each, and ox hides at 9 Annas.

Bnldug Matarials.—(At Ootacamund) hricks pex 1,000, Rupees 2 ; tiles
perdo., Rs, 1-12;* teakwood and chunam are brought, the one
from Seegour aud the other from the province of Coimbatore.

Salt Provisions.—Hams are sold at 5 As. per Ib. ; bacon at 4 As. per ib,

-Butter —Fresh, 1 Rupee per pound, )

Jungle-wood.—The best deseription is the * Bastard cedar” which is now
extensively used for flooring planks and doors, shelves, &e., in
honse-bifilding. The price is wbout 7 Annas per 12 square
feet of one inch thick, Rafters, lintels, beams, &e., in pro-
portion,

Bees Wazr.~~Unlbleached, is sold by the Erulars and Coorumburs at }
Rupee per seer.

Castor Oil—0Of very excellent qunlity is expressed here, and is sold at 8
Annas per quart botile, or about ¥ Rupee per imperinl gallon,

The prices of these articles of course differ at each of the three
settlements, but the differcnce is slight and not worth recording in
this statement,

Land is held ou the Neilgherries by Xuropean settlers, under & putteum
or grant from Government leasing it to them
in purpetuity, so lang as the regulated asscss-
ment is paid, In the Cuntonment of Qotacamund grants are made
of the lund without any fee being exucted, but beyond its limits, as every
spot, whether utterly harven and ineapable of production, or only untiffed
waste, is 1aid claim to by either the Todars, the Barghers, or the Kothers,
the lund has to be purchased from one or other of Lhese tribes, who exaet
enich price as they think fit. After such purchase has been etfceted it is
neeémry to apply to the Colleetorsof the District for o putteum, or
acknowledgment of right to oceupy and eultivate, though this may be
eonsidered a muatter o mere form.  The tenure of land by the various
Hill tribes will he more fully entered on in describing cach separate race
of people : it will therefore only be necessary to record here, for the sake
of referemee, the gencral cirenmstances which rule it.

Todars hold their land, which they eousider to extend over the whole
; plateau, by right of i yrinl ocen

g i alleging that sheir ancestors came to the Neil-
gherries before there were any kings or sovereign rulers in Southern

Inﬁk, and never paid tax or tribute to any one,

Tenure and vecupation,

‘mm:umwu written the frices have inerénved tie tmes &5 much
'.lgdh-—-l‘n‘
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‘The Burghers bold their land, which, if their vague claims are to
be allowed, may be stated as comprising two-
thirds of the whole Hills platean, nominally by
permission of the Todars, to whom they pay in acknowledgment of the
proprietary right of the latter a * goodoo," or tribute (being synony-
mous with the word * Yomesh" in Hindustani} which ought, accord-
ing to the claims of the Todars, to amount to }th of every deseription
of grain produced by the cultivators. This “goodoo” is, however,
evaded to a great extent, the Burghers giving to the Todars just
what quantity of grain they think fit to part withf, and of those des-
criptions which they can the most readily spare; while some refuse
to give anything at sll until compelled by the Todars, This svstem,
in its enforcement without the direct sanction of' Government, naturally
leads to much wrangling and confusion, and may hereafter be productive
of mischievous consequences, as the sentiments of the Burghers change,
and they view, as they already I think begin to do, this “ goodoo™ in the
light of an illegal aud unsuthaerized impost. They admit that before the
days of the East India Company they used to pay 1th of their produce to
the Toedars, but that was when their number was small ; and when more
of their tribe came from the north country to join them, and when they
began to imbibe notions of independence from the Kuropeans, they
reduced their tribute, until it has arrived at its present footing, that of &
“Yomesh" or voluntary contribution,

In speaking of the coliection of the * goodoo™ by the Tedars, the
Burghers spesk of the Collectors us * peechakarur” (which means “ beg-
gars"), a term sufficiently explanatory ol their view of the question
of right on the part of the Todars to demand the tribute,

The Kothers hold their lands under the same terms, The Erulare

hold the patches of land which they cultivate
Tennrc of the Kothersand  gnd which are all situnted to the eastward, near

Ernlars,

Rungaswamy peak snd the Kotergherry pass,
independent of the Todars, who profess not to assert any proprietary
right over the lands which extend below the actual summit or plateau
of the Hills. The Erulars have 2 loose kind of tenure of their land,
holding it at pleasure %o long as they pay the sssessment. But they
cultivate to little that it is scarcely worth noticing.

The assessment on lands on the Neilgherries is divided into two clmc,

one npplicable to those held by the native agri-
”:3; I'-Wa rate of assess-  oyltyrists, and the other to those mupnd

by European settlers.

It is levied on the former sccording to the measurement of ﬂdﬁl
actually bearing crop, estimated in * vullums” (pronounced sometimes

Tenure of the Burghers.
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 bullshe™), each vallum bemng equivalent to 2 cawmes, 21 grounds, and
864 square feet , or i English measarement | vullum == 34} acres the
rate of assessment being fixed according to the nature and sbundance of
the crop which the land 15 bearmg at the timé of measnrement When
harvest time approaches the gomastahs and curnums proceed to the dit-
ferent villages, and form an estimate of the probable out-turn of the erop
on each field from 1ts appenrsnee, ratmg 1t as first class 31t promses to
be abundant, and as 1 class 1T otherwise

The ighest rate levied 1s on lands cultivated for potatoes which pay

7 Rupecs per vullum tor ist class ground,
and5 do do do for2nd do

The next rate 1n the scale of nssessment 18 applied to lands beaning
Wheat, which pay for 1st class gropnd Rupees, .3 B 5
and for 2nd do - 2 86 7
Barley, which pay for 1st do s 4 8 B
and for 2nd  do ‘ 2 6 7
per vullum, and the same for poppy, vendiim, mustard seed, galic and

oBIONS

The lowest rate apphes to 1aggee, samee, koralley, peas, shanungee
and tenney, all of which psy Ripees 2-0-11 per vullum, for 1st class
fand, and for 2nd class Rupees 0-14-1 per vullum

For further particulars regarding these rates of assissment and then
equvalents per canwny and per acre, I muy refer to the table at page 25
of this memowr .

Lands beld by Enropeans, whether Ly grant of Government within
the limits of the Cantonment, or purchased from the IIill people 1 more
dustant localities, pay sssessment as follows —

For ground occupied as sites of buildmgs......Rupees 5 4 0 per cawny
For ground appropnated for gardens and
genoral agricultural purposes...uee... o . w 1 2 4 do
The description of people, avmlable on the
le:u?leg&{f and fts  Neilgherries as laborers, differs accordmg to
the smtuation of the land onwhich they are
requred to work

Thus in and about the settlement of Oot und, the coolies employ-
ed are all emgrants from the plans of Canara, Malabar and Coimba-
tore, or from the Mysore terntory , the Canarese snd Mysoreany being
the most numerous.

Their remuneration is commonly 24 Annas per day, or 3}d,*

In the vizmty of Burgher villages, and especully about Coonoor and
* Vadesecond foot note, page 16
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rgier dbor i» avsilable in abundence st the yate obig
pcrdmn udtwmmmmy emploved by settlers to ‘s6i<
mthdr gardens aad to. work os plantations. Carpenters and britks
layers are mostly people from ‘Pauvighaut in Malabar, or from Coimbatofey
fhicir rates of pay vary asconding to their expeftness, from 8 Annas a day’
to 6. Btone-cutters work by the picte, recciving on an sverage: for
smoothed granite lghs; stepe, coping stoncs. &c., 8 Annes per runhitsg foof,
of about 1 fuot by 6 or 8.inches, Lreadeh and depth; sawyers in like
manner work by the plece, at ‘the rate of about Rupees 2} per 100 foet
of surface cut.* - It is diﬁmlt to ohtain the servives of this clags of arti-
znns on the Hills, as tbqy Aall resort to the tosk forests at Muendm
Coil and ﬂ‘lppncmloo, near Reegonr, where they alwngs find abundane’
employment.

Brick-makers and tile-makers work of ¢ourse by enntract, at the rates
already specified under the head ® Prices of principal products”

There are scveral toleruble blnckemiths, silversmithe, and albundanee
of tailors settled in Ootacamund and: the minas stations ; while on the
eastern side of the Hills the Kothers are genevsliveemploved ae artisans
for rough smith’s and carpenter’s work,

These Iills possess a great advantage in regard to lubor, which is, whd
always must be, abundant; beeause as soon ne the seed is put into the
gronnd in the adjncent. low country, the poorer class or luboring men,
are thrown out of emplayment until harvest time is past, unless:some
extensive public work happens to be in progress. and theretore comse 8.
the Neilgherries fur work in preference to wandering away to (eylon
and other parts to search for it, whenever a demnpd exists here for thetr
services.

The common rate of pay to all sueh laborers employed on plsnhﬁmn b
4 Rupees a month,* and for this sum they labar contentedly for nine hours
a day, performing work which, though it cannot be compared with negro.
labor, must nevertheless be pronounced cheaply remuncrated at the rate
quoted above.

There are no navigable rivers in the Hill district, although one of the
many which. take their risc amongst these'
monntains called the * Moyaar” ‘swells into' &
stream of considerable width and depth at Pykars, where it is croseed By

means of & double ferry boat and a ford.{ 'I.‘H;
tiver rises at the foot of the rmaxkahlem-
* Vide second foot mote, page 16.

44 The Pykars River takes awinding norherly covrse diverging both to'thig
weat and cast, I is ut least ten miley in extent from the Makoorty peak ¥ the'

Rivera

The Moyzar.
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tain called “ Makoorty -Peak,” receives the drainage waters of the
Piglrul and Pykara valleys, and, descending the Hills ot the N. W, angle
by a full ncar Neddiwuttum, turns due east afler resehing the plains,
and flowing round the base of the Nelgherries on the northern and
eastern faces, umtes iself, mear Danaikencotts in Cousbatore, with
the Bowsny.
This latter river takes its rise amongst the southern spurs of the
— Koondahs, receiving near the foot of the
i Madoor or Shoondaputty ghaut a large tribu.
tary which riscs near the * Avalanche” on the N. E. face of the Koon-
dabs, and swelling into a large stream near Matepolliem, where it is
crossed by a large masonry bridge, continues its course eastward, after
its junction with the Moyaar, until 1t flows into the great Cauvery near
the town of Bowany.

Another important river, which also owes its origin to the Nulgher-
ries, 18 that which flows into the sea at Beypore
DA pivens near Calicut The head of this stream is form-
ed by the drainage of the elevated tabular mass of hills, which have been
before described as occurring to the N. W, at Neddiwuttum, and though
1t descends the face of the Hills at no great distance from the fall of the
Moyaar, the mtervention of a sharp spur diverts its course into an
exactly opposite direction, foreing 1t over the'ridge called the Carcoor or
Yellamullay ITills to find 1ts way to its embouchure on the Western
Coast, while the waters of the Moyaar discharge themselves into the sea
on the eastern

Falls. It passes along the hase of, and between granitic hills and subsequently
Jjolne the Moyaar, which at & distance skirts the northern sude of the base of the
Neiigherries, and ultimately becomes Incorporated with the Bowauy near
Danalkencotts in the Coimbatore District Near the Travellers' Bungalow at
Pykara, ten miles by the old road from Ooty, the river 18 about forty yards wide
in the dry season of the year, and contains a successton of deep pools divided hy
shallows, in which are large boalders of rock. Onthe fords the beds sre gravelly,
but covered by o fine red sand, with which the water appears lmpregnated.
There are a fow trecs along the banka, which in places arc moderately high,
In wathag across the siream a person's legs are immediately aftacked by

fine Leaches, whinh absolutely in the water, Crabs are
eaptored &t every throw of the Cast-net. Frogs abound as do also the Ephe-
mera of the Dragon-fly at certain seasons, and u Iaige Nepa Is also ccoasionally
perotived, Qtlers are sometimes seen on the banks of the river, snd the miante
Kimg fishier is not rare. The temparature of the water from & fow observations
meade, seems to be rather colder than what obiaine fn the sigoam at Coonoor.”
Pisgicultore on the Neilgherry Hills, by Franes Day, r.ise., r.6.5., M.QJ.MS.,
Velams X1, p. 45.~Eny

6



Thg Neilgherry imbsotsing afford » grest, and, ‘practically spesking,
inechaustible supply of water by means of the
w" SRRt oeumersble swamps and morsses which
‘pegupy the hollows of most of the valleys, par-

thenlarly to the westward and nosthward.-

The ¥aln which falls dnring the wet season instead of running off
to waste st once, 88 it does from the surface of the hard ground,is
imbibed and retained by these morasses to such an extent, that throngh-
out. the year, incloding the ‘whole of the dry monsoon, a constant and
abundant supply of water is yielded from these natursl reservoirs, which
seem provided to obwiate what, but for their eccurrence, might, sfier
unnsually dry seasons, e the evil of drought in the district. :

Qwing to this cause there is scarcely & stream or rivalet on the Neil.
gherries, which ever completely dries up at any period of the year, even
in the moat unfavorable weather, and hence a supply of water is con-
stantly descending, to swell and feed the streams by which the sarround-
ing low country is irrigated.

The only sheet of water which merits the appel!atwn of & luke is.one
situated at Ootacamund within the Camion-
ment, formed by throwing an embankment
across the narrow outlet of & valley through which a considerable stream,
fed hy numerous ewamps in the neighbourhood, used to flow, and thas
arresting its waters, and aceumulating them o as to form e lake or tank.
The object with which this sheet of water was produced was purely
ornsmentsl, & drive baving been made round it for recreation and
exerelae, resorted to by the residents of Ootacamund. The surplus water
is drawn off by means of a sluice at the bottom of the embankment, apd
contimued its course to the north as before.*

*4The Duty Take, situated 7,600 feet above the level of the Bea, ls nearly
14 mites in length, and would admit of great extension were a bund placed some
miles lower down the prement stream. In soine parts it is of considorable breadth
and very deep. Tt has been formed by & dam thrown across the openings between
two Gllls, At the upper or south und 1t is constantly fed by & small stream which
eacapes hy an overflow ander a bridge at its lowest or nerthern extremity, bat
the great bulk of the weter is derived from the heary rains during the monscan.
1t s divided into two portions by a bund, mnder the centre of which s a bridge.
Thie upper pact of the lake is small in exbent during the dry months, apd hat
rank grass growing along its sides, and on the little Isiands which are dottsd ovex
lumwlmh is axceediogly dirty from the deposita either washed down

Trom higher m-lhdnsan ‘monscon time, or thrown iato it from the Maihe
Baxsar which oxtends along s eastern side, it irslse graduslly siiting wp fiom
he mud washed ioto it during the monsoons, or parposily conveped thers fim

Lale.
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Gardebs and cultivated grounds requiring » vegular sapply of wiler
(aa poppy Sslds) are irvigated, where -

Masme of lerigation. i onces wllow of #, by means of chaunels led
off from the valley streams ; but thedry grain cultivation in the differ-
b patts of the Hills is sufficiently saisted by the ruins and by the mois-
ture which the soil, from 1ts composition and depth, has a great ten-
dency to retain,

Ag the value of land incresses on these Hills, and their capabilities
become more thoroughly appreciated—as begins to be already spparent
from the incresse of permanent scttlers on them, both European and
Native—it will I think be found highly necesséry to estsblish some
stringent regulations for the control and appropristion of the water
of the Hill streams. In the valuable Despaich of the Honorsble
Court of Directors to the Supreme Government upon the subject of
the Dheyra Doon and Gorruckpore survey, dated 23rd February
1842, by the resolutions lsid down in which it would appear by ther
Despatch to the Government of Fort St George, para. 12, No. 13 of
1848, Revenue Department, the IHonorable Court demre that all mat.
ters relating to the Neigherry distnct should be adjudicated, it is
wpecified (1n para. 63)  that that the control of all streams and canals
be in the hands of Government,”

This principle of control does not certainly obtain 1n this distnet at

the present time—partics eutting channels
uﬂ%ﬁ,ﬁg%ﬁ’;ﬂ; snd leading off water from a convenient

o mates: stream &t pleasure, without any permission
aked or obtained from the Civil suthoritics, and frequently without the
ponsent or knowledge of the proprietors of lands through winch their
channels are brought. No eystem 18 observed in the management of

thé eutsing on the road to Coonoor. The lower and largest portion of the lake
1s clexr, broad and deep tu places. Grebes, Podicaps Phillippeans, a few Moor-
hena, Golfinula Chloropus, snd occasfonally w Coot, Fulice Atre, may be seen
swmming about on its surfsce, the two former species breed there. :ﬂu
PBrabmives Kits, Hubarur Indus, and common Kites, Msvus Govinda, sro
greverally skimming sbove the water, and the little King-fisher, dlceds Bengadi-
ensis, Bovering aboot. Leeches abound, there is slso & very Jarde Nepa, pome
Waler Deetles, and num Ly whlat along the margin, during the warm
wenther, Dragon-files may be se¢n im mnyriads, Frogs and Orabs are nofso
sbundant, as In Tany other pieces of water on the Hills, The tempéraiare of .
“ghe water appears to be almost invariably’ higher than thaiof the afr.” Piscl-
épltare on the Neligherry Hills, by Prascis Day, #.0.8. ¥ £o~Madras Q. I, M5 ,
m!ﬂ,p.u.-@.
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these channels, sothst were  slight deviation in their conrse might ren.
der the water availsble for neighbouring lands, we find such a principle
of secommodation neglected; and frequently an immense and reckless
waste of the element permitied, amounting to o hundred times maore
than is made in sny way aveilable by the self-constituted proprietor.
Other parties again, whose land les between a head of water and the
gropnd of another proprietur, refuse permission to the latter to lead it
throngh their premises, to his own, thereby inflicting injury on the indi-
vidoal, and causing detriment o * the property of Government.” for as
such, under para. 61 of the Dheyrs Doon Despatch, the Honorable Court
have decided that “sllgrants sre to be considered,” being merely held
a8 ‘‘lessehold land under Government.” On this sulyect 1 would heg
leave to suggest that as “ Government are to retain control of all streams’

on these Ilills, and as the lands cultivated as gardens pay a high rate of
assessment, the same gyetem a8 to the distribution of water for the use
of each proprigtor. should be followed in this district, as prevails ir the
low country, where not a cubic foot is allowed to be wasted or misappro-
priated. This interference on the part of the Government suthorities
does not seem called for in any other parts of the Hulls than the stations
where Europeans, East Indians, and Natives have settled, viz., Ootaga-
mund, Coonoor and Kotergherry, as the Burghers and other aberiginal
cultivators make no use of water for the purpose of irrigation save for
poppy, onion and garhe fields, which are not so numerous as to have
given rise to any disagreement between adjacent villages upon the
subject : whereas at the settlements it affords a fertile, apd constantly
recurring cnuse for litigation and musunderstanding.

The only town on the Hills, properly so called is * Outacamund,” and
cven this term can ouly be applied leginmately

T i, to the native portion of the settlement, since
the resudences of Europeans are too widely dispersed along the slopes of
the valiey in which the station is situated, te admit, at present, of its
further extension, So rapidly however is the number of houses increas-
ing and keeping pace with the ineressed resort of Europeans to these
Hills from elmost all parts of Indis, while at the same time a conse-
quently augmented demand for supplies for the Buropean community s
daily drawing more native merchants and traders to the place as perma-
nent scttlers, and thus swelling the smze of the bazasrs beyond all bounds,
that before long the term “ town™ will not be inappropriately applied to
the whole settlement, while that of * cantonment” will be transferred to
the valley of Jakatalla where thé Europesn barracks are about to be
built. The bouses of the European mhabitants of the settlement are for
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the most -part. substantially buiflt ; the walls Srevmnlly of ‘Burnt brick
set in clay, sud pointed or plastered with- Hine, roofs of tiles, or pukke
terraced, and rerely of thateh, while all the timber work' of the roof,

oats, floors, &c., &c., is of tenk, which is brought at a great coft up the
Seegoor pass from the forests on the borders of Mysore, There aré how-
ever many excellent and darable deseriptions of house-building timber
to be procured on the Hills at one-quarter ‘the cost of teak'; buta
prejudice exists againat their use, because Toofa construeted with Hill-
grown timber have, in some instances, been found to decay with. grest
repidity ; end hence its employment has been condemned by builders,
who have overlooked the real cause of its decomposition; which is its
being put together and covered in before it has been sufficiently seasoned.
llneh “good thmber for As' an imta‘.twe of its efficiency, if l‘lbﬂltiol.'l in

bufldiog to be obtained  paid to this important point, dnd the wood

i%m the Hills, properly selected, I may mention that the
present Survey Office has & roof, mede entirely of jungle-wood out on
these Hills, which has been standing more than 20 years, and which on
8 recent examination was found to be perfectly sound. All other build-
ing mnterials (except lime) are procured on the spot, abundance of toler-
ably good brick clay being found in every part of the Hills,

"The bricks and tiles made aré, however, very inferior, but this is owing
to the wretched way in which the clay is
_ worked and monlded, A laborer mimt_linle
water with it with a mamotie, treads it for u few minutes with hia feet,
and then pronounces it tempered, aud carries it to the moulder without
further preparation. Bricks can be contracted for in Qotacamund,
delivered at the kiln at Rupees 2 per thousand; and tiles Rupees
1-12 per thousatd.* Lime, as I have clsewherc observed, does mot
oceur, or at Jeast has not yet been found, on these Hille; and henco,
having to be brought on bullocka from’the
plains, it forms the most cxpensive item in
building estimates. Its use is economized as much es possible in house
architecture, by using mud as a’' cement to set the bricks in, in con-
structing walls, reserving lime only for uie in turning orches, ridging
the ‘tiles in the roof, flooring, and either pointing or plasteriog the
walls outside, with which protection, brick

Clay jaed as cement f0f  ynd mud walls sre found to answer very well,
' especially if the roof over them fv kept tight,
ahd their surfaces screeped from the best of the rain against them by »

Bricks and tiles very bad.

Lime dear.

‘*¥Vide foot Note, page 7.
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verandsh, In the baemars of Ostacsmund, which sre called *tbe
baeaar” and “Osandle basnar,” the Houses are of all dederiptions, both
pokka apd cutcha The sireets are wide and well kept by the Police
authivrities, by whom & tax vrying from 1 Anna to 1} on each house
per nﬂgﬂu& is levied to support the scavenger estabhshment, the
resrdue peing paid into the pnblic Treasury—and if good regulations are
enforced ss regards the laymg out of fature quarters of remdence,
already fust extending, the town whish the bazasrs will constitnte will
become a very clesnly und compact one—and hence doubtiess henlthy
also. It bas the advantege of heing bordered by the lake or tank,
which adde of course materially to 1ts means of preserving cleanlness.®

The following 18 & Betarn of the Buropcan and Native population of
the three settlements token m February, 1848, and sithough msny
present wnhabitants with their servants and followers will have left the
Hills before the year ends, the total numbers may yet be taken as a
pretty correct average of those usnally residing, as of course the place of
those removing ip soon accupied by fresh comers from the plans,

* Bines these pages were written by the talented Officer, now no more, many
fmprovements have been effected, but not before they were wanted. Owing %o
the extension of the Town and increaso of population, end the neglect of all
ssuitary measures hitherto, Typhoid Fever is said to Lave shown itself on these
Hills of late years. A g the many impr ts, not the least is the consti~
tution of & Munlcipality The Mcmbers of this A iation with prab thy
geal, are endeavonring to effect il the good in their power with the lmited
gheans &t thelr d. The gov t of Lord Napier is evidently evincing
{ntercst in tlns beautifol Sanitarium, and'ls aging public works of atility,
The dralosge of Ootacamund 18 now ander the consideration of Government,
and will we have po reason to doubt, be called into play before long. That per.
tion of the Lake, east of the Wiliow Bund, is now Lelng illsd up rapldly under
the orders of Government. With these and other improvements now in progress,
or ander countfiieration, promises & bright future for the Nellgherries: more
wapenially If thi severa! valuable suggestions made the other day by our sife
and distingoieting Sanitary Connnissioner, be carried oot in thelr tntegrity : dhe
Nellgherrios will then cope with awy part of tho warld for health and salabrity,~
Bo
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The settlement of * Qotacamund™ is situated in an extensive open
valley, slmost in fhe’ ezect centre of the Hills, open to the westward,
but bounded on the north, east and south by the great Dodabetts
range, or spurs projecting from it westward,

The settlement of “ Coonoor™ is sitneted on the crest of the Hilfs
in the 8. E. angle of their summit, the residences of the Furapesns,
inclading an hotel, being placed ou the ropnded tops of s range of
hills which runs from a high mountain called * Coonoor-hetts” towards
the top of the pass, while the bazsar or pative remdences are in the
hollow below, and adjacent to s masonary bridge which spans s wide
stream flowing from the Jakstalls valley and descending the Hilla
at this point in & large volume of water.

The settlement of *‘ Kotergherry” which with that of * Dimhutty”
which is contiguous to 1t, is the oldest on the Illls, 1s situated in the
N. E. angle of the platesu immediately overlockmg the low country
and at the head of the Kotergherry Ghaut The bazaar which is
increasing considerably in suze, 1s built on the same range, with the

id of the Europ

“ Dimhutty” eannot now be called a settlement, since there is but one
habitable remdence existing thére, all the bungalows bult long since
by Government for the accommodation of invalids, having gone to ruin
and become unfit to occupy or repar, The tempersture is warmer st
this place than at any of the other three settlements, and hence 1t 1
very rarely resorted to by Buropeans. Under this head may be enume-
rated the public bungalows and chuttrums, or caravanscrnis, for the
accommadation of travellers, Native and European, and which are under
the cantrol of the Officer Commanding the Nealgherries, and kept m
repair by bim at the public expenscs,

A aatk Jast of places of Accommodation for Travellers.
for travellers, [~ For For
J!ltmpomu- Natives.
At Ootacamund.......coeeiens vewena] None® 1
» COONDOT o civvereiasniars aes 1 1
» Rotergherry. .. ... None. None.
» Neddiwuttum., we e neneenns 1 None.t
i ?11‘1?“(& S 1 g\;one-?
» Kullmtty ego0 pase )., .. 1 one.
» Nunjanaad (Koondah mul; None. 1
» Avalanche (  ditto e 1 1
v Burtliar (Coonoor pass) ...,.....| None. 1
» Kaitee (Coonoor road) .........!| Naone. 1

® 1, Now u “Traveller's Home,” | + A chuttrum, Intely erecied.
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'Fho total sumber of Tods villages, ealled  Munda,” on the Hilla is
83, the whole of which, with the exception of

i ” 11, are sitasted in the divisen called the
‘ il

dmr:;:m:fld “Toda-naad,” and almost all to the extreme

Todu-iinds. west of that part, approaching the Pykara or

Moysar river. They seldom comprise more than three residences or
huts, with one building consecrated to their deity, and which is also the
dairy or place in which thewr milk, cards, ghee, &c., are kept, and one
large circular pen for their cattle, surrounded by a substantial stone
wall, and closed by sliding bars at one opening for entssnce and exit.
The sites chosen for these munds are in general most picturesque—
alwsys adjacent to a wood, and ususlly on an open space of grass almost
coinpletely embosomed mn it, and extending in gentle slopes covered
with the righest turf, which the gramng of their cattle (and the
consequent manuning) maintaing in the ‘finest order. Their huts are
low, arched buildings, rescrobling a hay cock, but admirably contrived
to keep out rain and cold, the roof and side-walls forming one con-
tinuous curve of split bamboos, rattan and thatch ; having an end wall
strongly built and a front wall with one small opening or door in it, so
small indeed that the inhabitants have to crawl on their hands and
knees to enter by 1t. Besides the dairy there 1 gencrally one small hut
attached to the mund, in which the calves they breed are kept separate
from their dams.

In addition to their villages or munds, the Todars have five sacred
places in which only two men reside called * Polaul" and * Capilaul,”
devoted to a priestly Iifc and Living apart from the rest of thewr tribe.
A temple and a cattle pen 1s attached to each of these sacred munds,
which are usually situated in the bosom of a thick wood, so as to be
screened from the vulgar gaze,

The villages of the Burghers are, in general, very neat and clean,
the houses, which are few in number, averag-
ing 10 or 13, being bult in a row on the
suramit of & low smooth hill, and having a wide level terrace running
along the front, for the purpose of spreading ont their grain to dry after
damp weather, and also to pick and husk it on. They have usually two
substantial cattle pens, or more, according to the size of the village,
with high rough dry stone walls and barricaded entrances, to secure
their cows and bullocks against cheetshs and tigers, which though not
common on these Hills, occasionally find their way up from the forests
below—and traverse the distnet, doing munch mischief as they pams,
7

Burgher villagos
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‘The houses are built with mud, or mud and stone, and covered with »
good roof of thatch, grass for whach is sbundant 1n =l parts of the Hills,
There are altogether 227 Burgher villages on the Nalgherries, viz

@7 1 Todanaad,
86 1 Meykenaad,
and 74 1n Parungenaad

The willnges of the Kothers, from the fact of their low caste obhging
them to consort together n large commumtien,
present the most thriving appearance, and boast
the largest number of houses, m gencral, of any of the 1hil hamlets.
But owing to therwr dirty halits, and the wnt of order i the arrunge-
nient of their dwellings, thor villages have by no means the nest appear-
ance presented by those of the Burghers  Mud and thateh are the prin-
cipal materials with wluch thar huts are built, but tl ey form wath them
very substantial and weather-proof Luldings ‘There are six Kother
villages on the plateau of the Nedghernics and onc near the foot of the
Neddiwuttum Pass, smituated on a low spur projecting from the fuot of
“ Goedlur Mullay,” but as the sursey dous not anclude the site, it has
Leen onutted in the rcturn.

Km.her vitiageh.

The villages of the Drnlazs wie more numerous, there bung 22, sli
situnated 1 the enstern part of the Hills - Wath
n fow axeeplions they are very small, comprie-
g culy b or 6 houses sud a couple of cattle puns “Lhar ates are
sclected 1 low spots, near the patchey of plantam end other fruts which
these people eultnate  The houses arc of much the same deseription as
those of the othur tubces already desenibed, and a1c gonerally very duty
There are more Ertliny to the south, but they are situated far below the
plateeu to which the survey has be n restricted, and no aceount has, in
consuquence been tuken of them I he same s to be sand of the Coo-
rumbur villuges, 1f wdeed that term ean be apphed to the collections of
seattered sheds, 1 which this wandering race are oceasionally come upon
m the gangles helow the crests of the Hhlls  1'rom thent mode of Life sb
18 found mmpossible to obtmin any rcturn of their number

¥ rular villages

Apptuded to thie memorr will be found tables furmahing all partienlars
of the several tribes, constituting the body of
aborigmal settlers on these Hills, and of the
Europesn and other mhabitants of the three settlements. The following
w the snmman

Population
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Ssuls.| Souls.
Europeans, including (ﬂ:i!.dmn..... IROS .- 342
East Indians do. o 154
Hindoos do,
Mussulmans  do,
Pariahs do
. R,887
£ Todars do.
é_l_:' S]')ur ers do.
] Kothers do
= Erulars do. 7,074
=
__ Total Population of the Neilgherries | e 17,0877

Deducting from the total area of the plateau, that portion lying to the
westward of the Pykara. or Moyaar river, which I have elsewhere dess
cribed as ahnost entircly nnmnhabited, there remains a space of 420 square
miles over which this population 1 (hstributed, giving a proportion of 40
souls to one square mle

For the reasons already stated under the preceding head, n6 place
or number can he assigned to the tribe of Corumburs in this statement.
Their nunmiber must however be very msignificant, probably not above 2
or 300 souls. With the cxception of the
Taodars, who pass thewr days m utter idleness,
all the abonginal tribes, or mountmnears of the Neilgherries, devote
themsely es to agricultural pursmts,  With these dutiey the Kothers alone
combine those of the artizan in & humble way, as will Le treated of in
deseribing the people of that tribe.

This remarkable race differ in almost cvery essentinl respect from all

other tribes of the natives of industan, and
The Todars, or Todawars,  thar singular characteristics and etrange habits

hare given nise to much speculation ns to their
Totel number 387 souls.  grigin and history, As no clue bas however
yot been discovered ether in the form of monuments, coius, or even in
their own traditions, by which rescarch could be directed, all theories
broached upon the subject cannot be otherwise than vain and illusory,

Eraployment

* Latest Statistia of Ootatamend, July 1868,
Average number of liouses let to Europeans fa the cold season,

inclading East Indians .. ... e e e e peies JOB
Actual ber of b in ot }, Luropexn and East

Indian, ineludiog Goveruiment bukding . 230
Native h =

RBesident popuhuon. European and Eagt Indian, ahmt.
Besident popolation, Natives, about ... . . ..o
Ta full 0, RVOUL |, severerecsinnans sor snpsssans caume
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espocially those which have been based npon the asumption that the
imsges, bones and other relive which are found in theremazkable “ carra”
discovered mn such vuwbers all over the Hills, belonged to the sncestors
of the Todars.

That these are not reltes of the founders of their race 1s proved by the
present people denying all knowledge of the history of the cairns, evea
by tradition ; and by their looking on at their desecration with as much
curiosity and indifference to the sacrilege, as1s displayed by the anti-
quanan explorer, whom they have perhaps guided to the spot. In form

and countenance the appearance of the Todars
D e ppearsios YEry gy remarkably striking  Tall, well propor-

tioned and athletic, their bold independent
carnage, and finely moulded and mnewy lunbs attest that they cam be
sprung from no effeminate eastern race, while their aquibpe nose,
receding forebead, and rounded profile, combined with their black hushy
beards and evebrows give them so deaidedly Jewish an aspect, that no
beholder can il to be 1mpressed with the wlea that they must, m some
way, however remote, be cannected with onc of the lost and wanderag

tribes of the anuient Tsraelites Thur drese
D’;:'m_m"'““" the tog% o 4g peculiar as their habits and appearance,

consisting of one mngle cloth, a sort of togs,
which they wear after a fushion well caleulated to set off o advantage
their fine muscular form, bemng disposed about thewr person bke the
plmd of n Scottish Highlander They bave no covering for the head
of any knd, but never allowing kmie ot susiors to approach their
hair, they suffer 1t to grow to a mass so thick and bushy, as to form
a most effectunl protection from the inclemency of the weather* The
women are rather fair in complexion, the hue bemg a dull copper
color 1 both sexes, and are gencrally handsome n feature as well
a8 in person, which 13 tall and well-shaped hike that of the men, their
sttire being equally sunple and peculiar  The little occupation which
the Todars pernut themselves to engage i, 18 solely of a pastoral
kind Conmderable herds of buffaloes are attached to ecach mund,
and to malk thess, comert their milk mto ghee, drive them out te
pasture 1n the mormng and home at mght, and to keep therr hutsand
the walls of thewr cattle pens in repair, constitute the sum of their
employment, from year to year of their uscless cxistence Ther food
conststs of curds, milk and ghee mixed with whatever gruns they can
obtain from the agriculturdl tribes in the shape of “ goodoo™ or tribute

* This is & mistake—the Todars cat their halr to sharten it, and ococastonally
shave as a token of mourning on the decease of relatives —E»,
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for the lands which the latter cultivate, and over which the Todars
assert an imaginary proprictary right. I obscrve that the Honorable

Court in their Dexpatch sxpross & hope * that
e iy o N in course of time they may be induoed so far

to change their balats as to bring the lands 1n
the vicwity of their Mods into cultivation.” I fear as long as this prac-
tice of recerving their grawn from the Burghers and Kothers renwins
in force, there is but httle chance of this desire bemg realized, and the
only inducement, m my opinon, by which Jhey would ever be brought
to condescend to yoke thew powerful buffaloes to a plough, and take
the handles m their hands, would be that promoted by the stoppage
of thewr supphes by the removal of the *goodoo™ imposition, and
their consequent reduction to the primitive state of life, which, by their
own account, thewr forcfuthers led before the Burghers came to settle
on the Hills.

Their own idea of ther history is that  ther ancestors came from
nowhere " that they were created on these
meuntaws, end that for ages no other Lving
soul approached them that ther dress was of lenves and their food the
produce of their cattle and the roots and fruits of the forest. That at
length some Kothers found their way to the neighbourhood of their
munds and craved permission to cultivate iand and build their buts,
which was given, on condition of their making offerings to them (the
Todars) of a portion of ther produce. That soon after this, some Bur-

ghers or “ Buddaghars” came up the Hufls and
I“E‘;?E'm of the “Goo-  iheerying the success which had rewarded the

adventure of the Kothers, asked permission to
settle aleo and obtained 1t on condtion of the payment of the * goodoo™
or tribute of }th of thuir entire harvest. More Burghcrs soon followed
the first comers ; the amount of the * goodoo" became extensivk ; the
habite of the Todars changed ; the cofton embrodered toga took the
place of the mantle of leaves, and messes of grans of many descriptions
pampered the appetites of bemgs, who were before as primtive in all
thmgs ga thewr pative hills. With increase éf numbers however the
deference of the Burghers for them dimmnished, and with it the amount
of the “ goodoo,” which received a grear accelerabion in its decline by
the commg of Europeans to the district ; when the Burghers observing
their indifference to the alleged claima of sovereignty of thewr hitherto
feadsl lsndlords, graduslly sssumed the position of dounors &f the
“goodea” of freewill, snd as & chanty ; and henoe reduced its amount
48 the circumstances of an abundant or poor bharvest, or their own

Traditionary history
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wante and inclimations, directed. Upon this foohing, ss far as I have
becn able to arrive et a mght understanding of the question, the
“ goodoo” sppears at present to rest. The Burghers profess not to
demre to be reheved from it ss a tax, because to gne it as a donation
to the Todars has become with them s timc-honored custom, which
their preyudices fortud them to Lreak through # but it scems to me
cvrdent that they are not dwposed to adnut the abeolute right of the
T'odars to demand 1t, and hence therr allotment of the quantity of the
produce which they are to bestow nnder the name of *goodou,”
according to their means, their own wants, or fancy  Awpything more
utterly useless, or unprodactive m the socal
seale, than the hic lcd by the Tounrs, 1t 1e
unposable to concesse landowed with great
physical strength and ecapaoty to endure fatigue and viosatudes of
weather, and henee counently fitted for a bife of agncaltmal mdustry or
other active employwent, tin fine rw, anstead o 1 iimatedy dovelop-
mg the powers which have bien given to tham, dovote thar hyes to
the unprofitable end of hurdmg a numba of buftdow the oaly use of
which 18 to produce the small quantity of nulk 1cpurad for tne use of
the few famihics wineh congregate together m cach nnnd, and to turmsh
sacrifices to the mancs of any onc of thar male proprictors who dies

Unprofitable and idle Jife
led by the Todare

"Thewr herds are a nurance and a pest to tho distriet for bemg
excecdmgly wild and furocwns, espeadly to Nurope ins, they {requently
attawk porsons traveling on the high rosds whon not attended (o9 18
generally the ease) by a hordsman, and <erious acadents oceasionally
wsult  Whatever may have been the attributes of the Todars when
Luropeans first beeame acquamted with them, they appear at the
presunt tune to be deadedly as andolent, mercenary, and sensual as any
of the worst tribis in the plans, and but for the merctricious interest
which ttaches 1o than thiough thar singulal imen  costume and halata
of hift, and the mystery m which ther history 18 cuveloped, they wonld
be deemed a perfuct cumbrance to the sol,
Thewr religion 1s of course pagun, and engen-
ders the usual superstitions and prejudices, They have no distinet
“ sumee” houses, or places of dol-worship, but devote to this purpose
the dary or hut i which they keep therr mulk, ghee, &c, and 1n which
they offer, by hbation, to their desty, such onik as 1 not consumed 1n
the daly use of the tribe Ther domestic rites are as strange and
barbarous, as is all connected with this mngulsr people The wife of
one amongst several brothers 15 common to the whole cirele, and every
woman bemdes her husband bas a certain number of gallants, who

Helighm, pagan
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remde with her at plessure and by turns. + To such prackizes as those st
13 doubtless to be attmbuted that this race does not incresse in numbers,
and 1 evidently deterivrating 1n physical endowments,

The great mass of the Todars inhabit the valleys and woods to the
westward of the plateau, being confined with the exception of five
ihabited munds in Parungansad, and two in Meykeunad, to the division
called Todanaad—and 1t will be seen by the map, that in this portion
of the plateau their munds are prineipally congregated to the westward.
apart from the villnges of the Burghers, only a fuw i the neighbourhood
of Qotacamund and to the northward bemng mterspersed amongst their
cultivated lands

And to tlis poruon of the Ilils, viz, to the extreme westward, it

would te lghly desrable that the whole
Dﬁ;‘:}? t';, pﬁ:ﬂ:}: :2 tnibe should gh(yroatrlcted, as they wonld
the wostern conhmes of  Liaye the bencfit of abundance of cxcellent
ihe Hills
pasture land for thar cattle, and beang there
cntirely apart from the other mhabitants of the Ihilly, would be frec to
carry on thar ntes and superstitions ohservances, withont hindrunce
from others, and without the possilality of causmg annoyance to the
rest of the population [t has been distmctly staled to me by the Todars,
Burghers and the talook Civil authoritics, that the Burghurs whose
villages arc mtuated i Todanaad have to support, by payment of the
“ gooduvs, all the Todars who occupy munds m that divsion, without
aid irom the Burghers of the other two naads, who are only bound to
namntam the T'odars who actually resude within thar respective linuta
licnce an apparently palpable myustiee to the Burghers of Todanead,
smce, as will be scen by the cinsus returns, the tribe are protty equally
distributud throughout the thice neads, whacay out of a total of 937
souls, of which the tribe of “Jodars at present consists, only 42 are
Jocated 1 P’arungansad and 10 i Meykenaad, while sll the rest,
amounting to 285, are Jocated mm Todanaad This secrung difheulty
m equalizng the mfliction of the * goodoo™ unpost 18 onercome m the
followsng manner As soon as harvest w over, and the “goodoo™
collected in Todansad, the&'l'odar men of that divimon pay visits to the
munds in Mcykenaad and Parungansad, and take up thewr sbode with the
vwomen of the commumity (tv the tumporary excluson, ss 38 themn
<ustom, of the legitimate husband ) They
then pay vists to the surrounding Burgher
villages and demand, i thar nght as teme
porary husbands of women of the naad, the “ goodeo,’ which,
to say, 1 pud, and thus the same man perbaps who has laud o whole

Levylng contnbulions on
the Burghers,
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village in his.own naad ander coptribution, goss the round of the other
two.auads sppropristing the fryits of the Burghers’ Iabor and indua.
try, wnd carrying off snough grain to his. whole community in
idleness and plenty nutil the srrival of myuﬁhmuue--
uﬂtopmduoebynleinthemw sufficient money to pay the
tax or “plllooverry,” whieh is levied yearly on their tribe. I.should
bave refused credence to such a statement had I not received it on the
beusuthonty. that of the Tahsildar of the district. d

The habits of the Todars are migratory, almost every community or
particular group of families consorting to-
gether, having two or more munds or villages
belonging to them, between which they divide
their time according to custom, fancy, the state of the weather, or other
circumstances, such as the death of one of their body, upon which oecur-
rence they immediately migrate to another mund. The grass upon
which they pasture their buffaloes is of a coarse rank description, fit only
for (hose bardy and powerful animals; but by burning it down, as is
their practice, just before the rains set in, when they are about to migrate
to another mund, a fine tender young grass, highly nutritious as pasture,
has replaced the ashes of the old grass by the time they return to the
mund, round which they had run their fires.
According to their own statements, the fine breed of buffaloes which
seem peculiar to the distriet is rapidly deeress-
dcf;:::sglr;m of buffaloes ing, murrain and other diseases having of late
years carried them off, in far grester nembers
than are bred to supply their places. Doubtless the system of perpetoal
inbreeding, aids in their deterioration. There are some Todar munds.on
the * Koondah” mountains, but as that range is not in this talook, ao
information relating to them can be gained until the sarvey has been
extended in that direction. While speaking of the Todar buffaloes, 1
should mention that a few only of the small calves browght forth by their
cows are preserved for perpetusting their stock, and all the rest killed
while young, and eaten by the Todars themselves.* If these calves werc
castrated and reared, they would be most ‘agmirably suited from their
great strength, to drag proper iron ploughs over the stoepest and most
dificult ground. The Todars pay an snnual
Pl el iy heTodars 4oy 14 Government of 9 Annas and & Pice per
head on all the female huffalocs herded by
them, thobldhheing exempt from tax; and, mlddmonh: this, they.

* This scoms an orror, 88 MY owo personsl tmquiry doce not tend 10-66es
firm this siatement.-~En,

Migrate from mund to
mund, :
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pay # small assessment on grazing land, called “ pillooverry” or grass
tax, at the rate of one~quarter of the sum fixed ae the lowest class sssess-
ment for culuvated land per yullum; the quantity of land which they
are called upon to pay being estimated according to the number of buffa-
loes herded at cach mund, at the rate of about 10 vullums par 100 head
of cattle. The amount of revenue collected from the Todars in Isﬂ' was

on ascount of tax on Buffaloes... ceanBs 960

and do do Plllooverry.. cae e 4, 400

Total Rupees .1,360

The Kothers rank next to the Todars,
according to common tradition, in eenionty,
as occupants of the Neilgherries.

They are of low caste, equivalent to that of the Pariah in the plains,
and consequently are always found dwelling by themselves 1 isolated
villages, of which there are only six on the plateau of the Hilla, and gene-
rally called after the race * Kother-gherry.” Around each village they
bave Jands, consmdered and admitted by their Burgher or Todar nagh-
bours to be exclusively therr own, no disputes about boundares, or the
right to certamn tracts, occurring amongst them at any tune, so far as [
can learn. The Kothers are an exceedingly industrious and useful race,
They give all thewr time to husbandry when the lund calls for their care,
but when the seed 15 1n the ground and thewr time disposable, they
employ 1t in all sorts of mechauical avocations, repairing the pleughs of
their own and the neighbouring villages, as well as Lill-hooks, mamoties,
and all other fasouog implements, and executing & great vanety of sauth’s
snd carpenter’s work

It is by these people that the buffaloe and other lndes of Hall cattle,
which are so much prized by the workers 1n leather in the plans and
which should form a very important item 1n the export hist of the district,
are dressed and prepared for the purposes of commerce, the Kothera
being very expert curriers

In common with the Burghers they pay “goodoo” mn gruin to the
Todars of their naad, in scknowledgment of their feudal proprietary
right over the land which they tiil, and which it appears the Todars, in
spite of their own purity, aod the uncleanacss and low caste of the
Kothers, do not hesitate to reeeive and eat, though no Burgher would
touah grain ®o polluted. The Kothers are not extensive cultivators,
tringing only land enough under the plough to yield the quantity of
grsin required for the use of the village, with a small surplus, which
they barter with the low country traders for iron to carry on their forges,

R

The Eothers 307 souls
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Henes by far the'grester part of the land ¢o which they lay claim in
the vicinity of their villages remainy waste, and is likely to do so, as long
a8 the present propridary system continties in force. In some parts of
theliiﬂlthiulmdisoftwyﬁnedmﬁpﬁm),which,lumﬁngw%r
explanation, is to be ascribed to their having come to these Hills
the first of all the agrisulfural tribes, snd thus enjoyed the privilege of
selcting the best land.

Their religion is of course idolatrons: their marriage customs and
ceremonies are not very dissimilar to those observed amongst the
people of the Parish caste in the plains, and they have no plurality
of wives, or of husbands. They are impure and dirty in their habits,
eating the flesh of cattle which die by the roadside of disease or in the
jungle hence their neighbours the Burghers, though living ostensibly
on amicable terms with them, mccount it pollution to eat with them, or
associate with them in their honseholds

They breed small cows and bullocks, but no buffaloes, and they have
a singular and wasteful practice of never drawing the mulk from the cow,
and allowing the whole to go to the calf which they kill and eat on
feant days.
'The total number of Kothers on the Neilgherries up to 31st December
1847, was found to be.....,verrr ceernern. Males, 157 } Total 807 souls
Females, 150
ncluding children of both sexes

The Burghers or * Vuddaghurs,” mgnifying hterally “people of the
North," arc supposed to bave emigrated to
the Neilgherries from the northern part of
Mysore or Canara, during a season either of famine or political persecu-
tion, and finding thewr soil and climate good, snd their pre-ocenpiers
peacealle and disinclined to molest them, they séttled on them; and,
meeting with success, in their early agricultural operations, they moon
induced others of their countrymen to follow them, and thus formed the
nucleus of the numerous tribe now recognized as the chief and most
important portion of the Hill population.

Their villages, which have beén already deseribed under another
head, are scattered &1l over the platean of the Hills, excepting the
portions to which I have already adverted, as inkabited exelusively by
the Todars, viz., the northern and western parts of the * Todsnsed”
Division, apd the perth-eastern angle of the “Parungenasd" osfied
“ Kodanaad * and with the exception of these tracts, a small extemt 0f
pasture land in the viciity of four Todar Munds whick occur near

The Burghers



THE NEILGHERRY MOUNTAINS, 59

Coonoar and Hoolioufl, and the lande in the possession of the Kothers,
they may be said to arrogate to themselves s right of direct proprietor-
ship over the whole of the lands comprising theHil platean. They
admit the fact of their holding it under tribute to the Todarh, and rendes
to them the *goodoo,” or free-will offering, in acknowledgment of the
feudal position of this tribe ; but at the same time they consider the land
80 far alienated from their possession, that they, its present holders, are
empowered to dispose of it to strangers by sale, gift, exchange, or other-
wise ; which they accordingly do.

They pay the * goodoo” to the Todars remdent in their respective
“ Naade" or Divisions, who according to their statements pay an sanual
visit, after the harvest is gathered into the various Burgher and Kother
villages, and demand the contribution 1 kind which is rendered accord-
ing to the circumstances of the inhabitants, the owner of a rich house
" giving usually 1 cundagums==20 kollagums ;
= Gﬂ)‘f“’;;ﬂ“{}:"ﬁmﬁ‘w“‘ and t‘!lxme less opl‘zlent. from § to } cundegum

according to their means Sometimes the

offerings of the poorer wnhabitants are not considered sufficient, snd some-
times they refuse to give anything at all, when confusion ensuen;
the Todars, secording to statements made to me by samg of the Bur-
ghers, entering their houses end laying them under contribution by
force, If such occurrences really do tako place it seems likely that the
interfereuce of the Civil authorities of the
distriet will, before long, become necessary
either to legalize the exaction of the “ goodoo™
or to put a stop to it; since, as the law seems at present to stand,
8 Burgher, from whom & Todar might attempt to enforce its payment,
would have a clear right to the protection of the Police, who would be
bound, on an appeal being made, to treat the Todar as & trespasser.

Buch contradictory statements, however, are made by the Burghers,
some asserting that they are quite contented to contribute the * goodoo,”
and have no desire to be relieved from it, while others murmur against
its imposition in addition to that of the Government assessment, that it
is most difficult to discover what their real eentiments upon the subject
are—or indeed upon any other in which their interests are, bowever
remotely, coneerned.

I may remark in conpection with the question of the “goodoo” that

when the Burghers make transfers of land,

Translery of Jand by the  within the limits of what they term their

SRR territory, to Enropean settlers and others, no
stipulation is ever made for a contribution to the T'odars, of a portion of

Government interfurence
seems called for
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whatever produce may be raised by the purchaser ; nor do the Todar
themselves ever come forward to urge such a claim, or to remonstrase
against such alienations of their rights and property.

Many of the Barghers are ssid to be (for natives) very wealthy, and
this eircumstance perhaps has induced, amongst many of them, habita of
sloth and sensuality inimical to their moral or physicsl improvement ;
but nevertheless, when viewed in comparison with other tribes of
Hindoos, they cannot be pronounced pre-eminently indolent, or degraded
in their habits. They are utterly illiterate, and their ignorance of the
accomplishments of reading and writing are transmitted to their
children, mnce schools for their education are unknown amongst them.

Their religion is Hindoo, and they are of the

T'{i’l:_] gf{.‘:’ ;:\,tl:"ndom of Siva sect, their principal deity however being

: Rungaswamy, whose temple is situated on the

summit of “ Rungaswamy's Peak,” the easternmost point of the Nelt

gherries, and in additicn to whom they also worship many other inferior
divinities, male and female

There are scveral subordinate sccts amongst the Burghers, the chief
of which is that of the ** Aroovurs,” who assume to be Brahmins, and
wear the sacerdotal strmg over the shoulder; next the Sivacharries, the
Wodiars, Kunukars, Burghers and Torinrs—the last being the lowest
oaste amongst the tribe, and generally the poorest. Therr ceremonies of
marriage and burial do not differ cssentially from those observed amongst
the Hindoo tribes in the plains, and such differcneces as cxist sre only
under the first head, and are chiefly remarkable for their indelicacy, and

not worthy of notice. The Burghers are a
Very superstiions and  mest superstitious timid race, perpetually

i Slled with the dread of evil spirits hovering
around them, and cver haunted with fear of the * Coorumburs™ (a tribe
to be hercafter described), to whose necromancy and demoniac influence,
they attribute all accidents and infirmities which befall themselves, their
families, cattle or crops. To such an extent is this feeling carried, that
‘murders of the most brutal description have been known to be perpetrated
upon the unfortunate Coorumburs, for which, although in genersl it is
found difficult to obtain cvidence to convict the perpetrators, Burghers
have been tried snd executed, mush to their indignation and astonish-
ment ; since the principle inculested amongst them appears to be, that
to sacrifice & Coorumbur (and in some cases whole families of them),
through whose preternatural agency disease has been brought intoa
village, or murrain amongst their cattle, is the only way in which the
evil can be averted, and the anger of the deity of destruction appeased.
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Yet notwithstanding this intuitive horror of their influence over the com-
mon affairs of their lives, they regard the
Stand in lg'w- awe ol the  Coorumburs with the utmost consideratiou in
‘many other respects, looking upon them®as
priests, or rather enchanters, whose favor must be propitiated to secure
their intercession with the genidses of good and evil in their favor,

For example, in the spring when a field is ready for the seed, the work
of busbandry cannot proceed until a Coorumbur has been summoned, &
kid sacrificed to a goddess equivalent to Ceres, the soil blessed, and the
first handful of seed scattered over it by him. In like manner, a
Coorumbur must drive the first plongh a few paces, before their work
of tillage commences ; and at harvest time not a grain or ear is reaped
until a small sheaf has been cut by 4 Coorumbnr.  For these officos, the
Coorumburs receive gifts in money and produce, and finding their
interest in the existence of these superstitions, doubtless encourage them
by sll the means iv their power which they can safely employ. The
Burghers seem to hive in great harmony amongst themselves, ruled by
their headmen and clders, They are fond and careful of their families,
and pay great respect to the aged, but i character they appear deceitful,
ungrateful and false.

Their women and children all labor i the ficlds at the time of har-
vest, as well 05 in preparing the ground for seed ; and by this combin-
ation of industry it 13 easy to forcsec to what a successful extent their
farming operations might be carried, if a better system of husbandry
could be introduced mmongst them, The total number of Burghers
resident on the Ncilgherries in December 1847, has been found by
the census to be as follows :—

Males........cois + sanee 3,346
Females......ooeievern.s 3,228

Total Souls... 6,569
AL ¥

including children of both sexes, viz:
In Todanaad.... ... ..ee. &

In Meykenaad.....cuunine. 2,153
Totsl Souls . 6,560
B

The Erulars, ‘The number of this singnlar tribe is small,
amounting only to Males......... 225
Females...... 236

Total Souls... 461
el e ] e
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mcluding children of both sexes They ere found principally 1n the
castern part of the Hills, where they caltivate the Jower slopes, formung
the brond deep valieys which run in the vicinty of Rungaswamy's Peak
towards the plaine  They rase crops of raggee, koralley, shamee, aud
mustard sced chiefly, but to o gieat extent, bemg very nprovident
in their prrangemcnts, and eating up afPther produce at once, without
laymng any by for the raioy season, whin they subsist chiefly on plantsins,
Jack and othes fruits, which they cultivate in patches near their villages,
and which thrive 1 conscquence of the lower level on which the Frulars
aic mostly settled  They also work occasonally as coolies on plantations,
preferring employment 1 the jungle to working i the field, aud being
Ate Pricsts of Rurga- SXPert fullers of trees, how ers of planks, rafters,
swauy's tompleonthe &c  Thev worslip Rungsswamy and some
Foak, other imfirior daties, anil enjoy the high pri-
vilege of tending the temple and 1dol on * Runzaswamy s Peak,” where
two or more of therr number officiate as prr sts at the penod of the great
festival 1 August and September, when thousands of Hdoo pilgrims
flock to the snered D'eak from all pmits of the adjaceut countiv wath
ofterings of all deecrsptions of produce, and occasonslly money  They
pay kit to Government necording to the vature and quantity of thewr
crops, but they make no offcrings to the Fodars i the shape of “ goo-
doo,” pobably from thar occupying land 1ather below the plateau to
which the Todurs lay claim  When dinven to oxtramtics for food the
Tirulars hetuke thansilves to the jungles oun the slopes of the Hlls, and,
seemng to have no fear for wild beasts, hunt nod dustroy sambre, spot-
ted decr, jungle sheep and other game, with griat cxpertness  They
also search for becs wnx, which finds a ready rale n the plams  But
many lose their lives in tlus purswit, through the bears which are numer-
vus 10 the castern part of the Hills, and whose fonduess for honey often
brings them nto contact with the collectors of wax
The Coorumburs are not, strictly speaking, a tnbe of mountaineers,
since many sects of the same people are found
L n vmou{ parts of the plnpe;a, especially
towards the southward, and those who do frequent the Nelghernes
inhabit the lowest slopes, and are perpetually nagrating {rom spot to spot,
erecting thewr hitle huts usmally on grassy patches, i the midst of the
densest and most wild forests. Those who are met with on the easiern
side of the Hills are called * Mooloo-Coorumburs,” implyng “ thorny™
or jungle Coorumburs, to distinguish them 1n some degree from the
Coorumburs of the west country

They are small io stature, aud thewr squahd and uncouth appearance
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and wild-matted hair might seem to give some with so timid a
race as the Burghers, for imputing to them the hiand preternatural
powers with which their superstition invests them. If & Burgher meets
a Coorumbur, not d at sced or barvest time, in bis path, he will
fly from him as fromn a wild beast ; and if too close to escape his dreaded
glance, he will return home and resign himaelf to a fate which he deems
inevitable ; often in fact inducing sickness by the prostration of body
and mind which is thus supervened. I may here mention that a popular
belief exists that the Coorumburs have an equal proprietary right in the
soil of the Neilgherries, having come to them &t a period coeval with, or
sntecedent to, the migration to them of the Todars. The Coorumburs
enltivate some land on the lower slopes of the Hills and raise small crops
of dry grain, but they depend for their supplies chiefly on the fees in
kind which they reccive from the Burghers, for the offices performed hy
them in consecrating their crops and sccd, as has been already described
in treating of the Burghers. Those however who are met with in the
forests cn the western slopes of the Neilgherries are more industrious,
employing themselves chiefly in felling timber for the sawyers and con-
traotors, in making baskets, and, to a small extent, in cultivation.

These Coorumburs appear for the most part to come from Malayalum,
where they exist in & state of slavery to opulent natives, who claim their.
persons as their property—a claim. however, not much regarded, The
Coorumburs, from their almost always residing amongst the forests, have
A coneiderable acquaintance with the properties of medicinal herbs, gnms,
and roots, and hence often efect cuves of simple diseases amongst the
Burghers aud others, when called in to disenchant 8 member of a family
supposed to be bewitched. This success is, of course, attributed to
preteruatural agency, end a failure in their mode of treatment of a
disease in usnally set down to its bancful exercise, & result which often
leads the officiating Coorumbur into trouble. As has been already
remarked, it has been found impossible to obtain any return of the
tumber of this tribe, but it mnst be very inconsiderable.

‘In the preceding description of the different tribes inhabiting the

Neilgherrics, their habits have been sufficiently

hﬂ et set forth to explain the nature of the cmploy-

ment or occupation which each pursues. Following, however, the

srgument of this synopais, it may be necessary under this head briefly
to resapitulate them,

Their-oeenpation i is purely pastoral ; their only manus] labor being the

milking of their buffaloes, and converting

T Tedses. portions of their milk into butter and ghee,
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They let their herds loose during the day to wander about, almeet
always unattended by & berdaman, to the annoyance of travellers on the
pubhe roads, and, but for the caution observed in approaching these
suimals, to their great danger.

The life they lead is eminently a most idle and useless one, mvolv-
g the performance of no offices, and the undertaking of no duties,
which tend in any way to the benefit of the commumty st large
Especially marked by nature as a race upon whom labor, demand-
ing great physical exertion and bodily prowess, should devolve, they are
found abjuring the pcrformance of manual labor of any kind, subsieting
upon the hard-won earnings of others, and acting ne part in the great
work of social duty and improvement, which society demands thatall its
members should co-operate to adsance

Their occupation 1s both agricultural and

The Kothers
mechameal

Lhey are tolerably good workers 1n 1ron and execute carpenters’ work
in 8 rough way  They tan ox and buffalo hudes, and make baskets, and
their women manufucture the only earthen pots, or chattics, produced on
the INills

Thewr occupation 1 solely agnicultural, and their numbers having of
late conmderably mecrcased, there 1s always &
superabundance of hands available for employ-
ment a8 carry ing coolies and out-of-doora laborera, when their own crops
are either 1n the ground, or rcaped and stored, wiich constitutes them
the most reallv useful tribe on the Hills

The Burghers

Theu' employment 18 agricultural, and alsp, 1n & measure, vagrant,
siney, lacking sufficient cnergy or mndustry to
diaw from the sol the utmost of its productive
powers, they subsist, between harvest and
harvest, upon whatever they can extract {rom the natural resources of
the forests through winch they wander

The Neilgherries being mtuated witlun the hmts of the Coimbatare

district, Taml 1s the language employed 1o the
Tanguages. public departments and wmn the bazaars and
other resorts of the natives fiom the low country; but amongst all the
Hill tribes Canarese 18 the colloquml. The Todars have a language
peculiar to thumselves, but they communicate with the Burgher and other
tribes 1 Canarese The Todar language has a singular accent, and a
quemt origmal style, and seems to bemt no analogy whatever to that

fhe Frolars and (oo
rumburs
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spoken by suy other race of natives in Southern Indim:; The Cosrnmbure
have also a peculiar dislect of their own, but it seernf to bé- based on the
Canarese.
Under this head o very favarable report may be made, as, with the
p— exception of the two wferior tribes, the Erulars
' and Coorumburs, who, from their improvident
and vagrant mode of life, are often in a state of great destitution, all the
Hill tribes live in comparative comfort and affluence. This is as to their
physical condition ; but in regard to their moral state the aspect is not so
favorable. The accomplishments of reading and writing seem almost
entirely unknown amongst them, while therr morals are tmnted by the
arts of dissimulation, cunning, and falsehood, which seem to be instilled
into their minds at an early age. Superstitious to a degree almost inore-
dible and prejudiced against all innovation and improvement, I fear they
offer but & barren ficld to the Geirman missionaries who have established
themselves on the Neilgherries to lubor amongst the Il tribes ; and who
are endeavouring to form village schools, in the hope of inducing parents
to send their children to them for instruction in their own tongue.*

Upon this point it is not casy to obtain correct information, as all the
RS — natives have an insurmountable aversion to
entering & hespital ; and -though they value

and respect the opinion of & medical officer, they are not found to come
voluntanly forward to seck asmstance and advice, From observation in
thewr villages, and of the coolies and others who come to the houses of
European remdents for employment, we are led to conclude that all
classes of natives located on these hills, whether of high or low caste,
aborigwies or modern scttlers, cnjoy the most robust health, showing
thmt the pure atmosphere and invigorating chimate have the same genial
effect upun the Native, as upon the Furopean frame and constitution.
Thé most prevalent discases amongst the Burghers, who may be consi-
dered the mass of the Hill populsation, are small
pox, occasionally fever, and an affection of the
eyes resembling ophthalmia, The first of
these ishowever the only one which can be called common amongst them,
and i» the greatest sconrge by which they are visited ; and as vaceination
is not practised, the disense often commits fearfal ravages in their villages,
cairying off whole families in & brief space of time. There is no doubs that
the mutintaineers wonld willingly take advantage of the existence of a Vac-

Bmall Pox, a prevalent
diseage.

* Since this was written sorne success hns attended the German miwlonaries oo
these £ills,~En.
9
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ciné Depét, if e were to be eetablished on these Hills ; 1o ss the dis-
ense cértainty whesis iocal, and peculinrly virnlent on them, and as itis
totally impaasible for the two medioal officers stationed in Ootacamund,
“to quit the scenc of their constant snd extensive duty smongst the sick
officers and their families resident there, to introduce and pragtise vacci-
nation in the Burgher districts, it would be a great blessing to the dis-
trict if such an institution could be formed in it, snd be the means
unquestionably of saving many lives,

The impending measure for the location of Furopean troops on these
Hills will, it is to be hoped, before long, fur-

Health and diseases of nish striking and favorable evidence nupon this
3::‘;5'&‘:::“‘::‘[':;; subject. At present it can only be inferred
or diseased stato, and  that the beneficial and renovating effect, which

.‘f';:’ru,“;,’,ii‘,‘fﬁ'; {ol:.]:é even a few months' residence on them pro-

to be uscful duces on the enféebled constitutions of officers,
must in an equal degree be exerted on the condition of the private
soldiers who may be sent to them ; and that mot only physically, but
morally ; since the constant out-of-doors employment and recreation
which they would be coabled, during the greater portion of the year, to
find and enjoy, would remove them from the influence of that most
demoralizing of all agencies, the dull, monotonous irksomeness of the
almost constant confinement to barracks, and of the life of utter idlenesa
which they are compelled to m the plains. To the unfortunate wives
and children of the European soldiery the effects of this wise measure
will produce incalculable benefit, for it needs only to consult the tables
of mortality in the records of almost any European regiment serving in
the plains, to perceive, that upon them, and the latter ewpecially, the
hardehips snd sufferings of s barrack life there fall with aggravated
cruelty, Under the disciphne of a good sehool, and with consfant
employment found for them, relieved by the healthful exercise which will
always be within their reach, 1t 18 not too much to ssy, that hundreds of
lives muy be anuually saved, many too, poambly to be devoted to the
serviee of the State, wn the persone of useful and well educated servants,
1 think that on the first azrival of fresh troops on the Hills, much care
and attention will be necessary to adapt the habits of the men %o the
entirely new climate (comparstively speaking) in which they will find
themselves, avouding very early and very late parades, and making ail
guards and sentmes put on greatqpoats before sunset, and wear them il
after sunrise, and generally keeping the men out of the influence of the
might air us souch as poramble, The mto which I have had ocodsion to
recommend for the new Cantonment, in the valley of Jakatalls, is shuated
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¢ an elevation of §,100 Jeet above the sea, and eqjoys A Jost tamperate
and agreeable clunste ; but the ramd change of temperature which, fol-
lowns the withdrawal of the sun’s rays thefe asin all ather parts of the
Hills, demands care and precaution, espegially an the case of men whose
constitutzons, and hver especially, havc become injured by long resdence
i the low country.

Men suffering from dysentery will, wath care, do well in Jakatalla, at
all events in the dry weather, if too much exposure to the sun and to the
dry essterly wwds 1s avorded 1ndeed there appear to be tew discases
contracted in the pluns which are not, unless too for advanced, speedily
cured here—speaking of the Hills generally—with the exception of liver-
complaint, which if abscess has already formed, usually assumes & more
aggravated form through the cessation of the action of the skin, after a
thort. remdence, and compels the patient to proceed to sea &8 the only
alternative

Amongst the ILll tribes 1t may be saud that there 18 no education what-

ever The German mssionarics, referred to
Emﬂi’:g?:d mode of 4y g precedig section, are now endeavouring

to establish schools amongst the Burghers,
and to preval upon the parents to send their chuldren to them, but I
believe with very indifferent success They have so Little ambition or
demire to see their chuldren rise beyond the position m which they are
born, that reading and wnting are looked upon as very unnecessary
sccomplishments , and a8 an illustration of this I may mention thata
phulanthropical gentleman who has settled on these IDhlls, and whe
devotes much of his time to the task of attempting the moral regeneration
of the Burghers, 1s only able to draw children to a school which he has
established, by the payment of one Anna daily to each! The Kothers,
Erulars and Coorumburs are all cqually degraded in regard to educa-
fion, or to the desire to acquure it, and with the Todars st 1s, of course,
quite out of the question

Amongst the native settlers from the plains the case 18 very different ,
1 the settlement of Ootacamund there are five native schools, which are
attended by many of the children whose parents can afford the amall fee
peyable to the schoolmaster

The mstruction wmparted in these schools 15, of course, confined to
resding, writing, and o sort of erithmetsc,

There is also s very good echool conducted by an European, for the

education of the sons of Europesns snd East

Rcoptio stiyests Indwns, which 1 supported by voluntary con-
ritfbations ; and 15 under the general supenatendence of the chaplun of




68 THE NEILGHERRY MOUNTAINS:

the sation for, the time being,* It is ‘situsted: in Ootacamund, where
alag two seminaties bave been reosnily established for the children of
the better clase, one for boy#-sand one. for girls, both of which, I believe,
7o well supported, sad prove of great advantage to officers and others;
whose means will not admit of their sending their offspring to England,
when they have attained the age beyond which it is considered unsafec to
keep them in the plains,

It has been in contemplation to establish a proprietary school upon &
large scale on these Hills, with a view to ren-
dering the expense to parents as small as pos-
sible, while, at the same time, the best system
of education should be adopted in the establishment ; but, owing to pecu-
niary difficulties this excellent scheme remains for the present in rRbeyance.

Proposed Proprielary
Behool,

Excepting the Government hospital and the dispensary, there is no
rharitable institution, properly so called, on’
the Hills, There is an association amougst
the Europesn residents of the Cantonment, for granting out-door relief
to aged and indigent poor, who attend daily at the door of the Church
to receive it in the form of food, money, or clothing; but there isno
establishment into which paupers are received and sheltered. The public
choultry or caravanscrai is intended more for the accommodation of travel-
lers and marketmen from below, than for a refuge for the sick and poor.t

The hospital is in charge of the senior medical officer, but, owing to
the prejudice which exists amongst the natives agaiust such an institution,
o patient is very seldom received within its walls. '

The most fruitful sources of litigation are disputes about boundaries
- = of land, trespassing of cattle, and adverse
bt:m::‘llu;;anun Sagak claims to the right of water from particular

' channels.

These, especially in the Cantonment, run very high at times ; but it is

* A splendid Educatiounl Establishment has since beon carried omt by Dr.
Pope under the designation of “ Snowden College md Ootacamund Grammur
School."—Ep.

+ The most noble charitable Iastitation established on these Hills, slnece the
above was written, is the “ Luwrence Asylum.” The object of it is to provide
for the children of Soldiers of the British Army, who are serving or have served
within£he limits of the Presidency of Madras und foumded by that grest and
good man Bir Henry Lawrance. The Institution is loosted at Lovedale, om the
Nallghesries, and since ita organization. Las met with a large measure of sucoss,
by affording children refugo from the trying effects of the climate and’ other
evils incidental to a Barrack lifo, and also glving to the inmates p gound, practi-
cal and nseful sducation, suitsble to their condition in life.

Charitable Instirntiane,
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to be hoped that the permsnent fixing of all bounderits by means of the
present survey, will put an end 2o thest dificulties in'd grest measure.

Crime is certainly not common on these Hills ; as heyond cases of petty
theft, and these for the most part confined to the Cantonment, the general
erimingl calendar is » very light one. Mgrders have been committed,
and possibly are so still, ut rare intervals, upon the persons of unfortunate
Coorumburs, accused of witcheraft, both by Burghers and Todars; but
a9 such deeds are generally massacres perpetrated by a whole village, it
has frequently been fomtd impossible to truce the actunl murderers,
Upon the whele it must be admtted, that in spite of their pronencss to
lying and dissimnlation, all the tribes inhabiting these Hills are free from
the stain of serious crimes. Drunkenness and violence are unknown
amongst them, and in this respect they offer a striking contrast to the
other native residents, who, both Malabars, Mysoreans, and other emi-
granta from the plains are much addicted to spirits, which arc unfortu-
nately to be obtamed readily, and at & very low rate.

With regard to the Cantonment of Ootacamund, when the peculiar
pature of its native population ir considered, consisting as it does of
petty traders, Brinjarries, Lubhies, and servants of all castes, and from
every part almost of India, combmed with the means which all classes
possess of obusining arrack, and also opium, it must be esteemed very
creditable to the authorities that so little crime 58 committed within
its precincts.

That such shonld be the case is doubtlesy chiefly to be attributed to
the constant pr of & magistrate (who x also commanding officer
of the district) aided by a tahsildar and cutwall resident on the spot,
around which the bazaars and sbodes of the native inhabitants are
drawn so closely, and so little scaticred, as to bring them all readily
within the range of a close survedlance.

Poblons mamber; 19 Poy The ltuliue of the Neilgherries
wuneration  and consista of
oy Rs. 400 per mensem, The Joint Magistrate,

n B o The Tahsildar, who iz sleo
* Head of Police.”

o 42 . The Cutwall, whose duties are
confined to Ootacamund,

» 37 & .,  The Peishear, or Tahsildar's
deputy, who has charge of

n 10§ (Cotwalls and the esstern portion of the
Hills.

n 7 Bebandy) 5 Duffadars, and

n _'l t43) n 75 Peous.
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But of these twe Jast, 3 dufisdsrs end 43 peane bolong 4o the Schundy
establishment, and are employed at the proper season n collecting the
revenue Six peons also are exclusively smployed in the charge of the
forests which are scattered about the environs of the cantonment, to
prevent wood-cutters from wantonly destroying them, or cuiting in
parts where they are pt-oﬁ:bitod from felling trees. Besides these,
2 duffadars and 20 peons, under the immediate orders of the cutwall,
remawm 1 Qotacamund to carry on the police duties of the bazaars *

The orderly state of the chief settlementy Qotacamund, suffimently
attests the efficiency of the cantonment police, as does also the com-
parative absence of crime mn the Hll district generally, that of the
Bebundy or rual police.

There are no manufactures carried on on the Neilgherrics, unless a
few earthen pots made by the Kothers, and
prinupally at a vilage near Holoor, to the
westward of Mootenaad, may be called by that neme  From the great
command however of water power all over the Hlls, and especially near
the summits of the passes or ghauts, many of the products of the plams
requiring to be wrought by heavy or steadily driven machinery ruch as
cotton for yarn, ol sceds, &c, mught, no doubt, be profitably converted
from the raw state on the Nalghernes, or on thewr lower slopes. The
wheat rased on them mught aleo be ground into flour by machinery
turned by water, very econonucally, and it seems strange that at the
present tune, elthough o large quantity of floor 18 consumed 1n the settle-
ments, and conmdering how many Europeans who must have some
knowledge of ordinary machinery are resdent on the Hills, not one
flour il 18 1n existence, all the wheat beng ground by manual labor 1
the common ancient native mill of two circular stones, the lower fixed
nad the upper one revohving

No capital to any extent 1s invested at the present time except in
mulberry and coffee plantations, the smount
od
Capltal omploy of which I have no means of ascertaining, and
in honse-bmilding 1n the cantonment, which 1s not considerable. The
return on the latter mvestment appears to be about 15 per cent.}

* Among other changes, a new system of Police, forming part of the Mofussil
Tolice of Indla, hee replaced the old Establishment alluded to above, and more
veoently an European Officar under the designation of Asaistant Buperinteadant
bas bpen pleced fa charge of the Police on this piatean. The old Civdl and
Bessions Comrt, ia, from the lst August 1868, to be replaced by a Commissioner
and an Assistant, with extended powers of jurisdiction, in all Civil, Judscial and
COrimina] cases cu these Hills.

+ Large sums are now invested In Coffes, Ten and Cinthona.~En.'

Manufactures
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The following witicles are impbrted into the Hill distrivt from the

tmports adjacenrt proviness of Malodar, Mysore and
Coimbatore : —

Sugar, Turmerie, Dils, Arrack,
Salt-fish, Cocoanuts, Almaonds, Dricd Fruits,
Bheep, Bullocks, Poultry, Gunpowder,
Sulphur, Lime, Purnitare Artificer's Tools,
Gram, Raggee, Cholnm, Betel Nat,
Ghee, Spices, Limes, Native Peas,
Cotton Cloth, Salt, Tobacco,

and of Furopean articles wines and epirits, wearing apparcl, cambrics,
woollens, flannels, musling, shoes, books and stationery, earthenware
and glass, hardware, groceries, beer and porter, candles, and all kinds of
supplies for the table.

To this list, strange to say, is to be added wheat, which is imported
to some extent from Mysore, where 1t is cultivated on the higher steppes
of the table-land The bakers buy 1t beesuse it 1s cheaper than the
Hill wheat, aithough not nearly 8o good, and mixing it with the corn
purchased fiom the Burghers, tum it to profitable account, There 1s
generally a difference of 3 to 4 scers per Rupee in the prices of the
Mysore and of the Il wheat, 1n favor of the former, in spite of the
extra cost of transit to the Cantonment market up the Seegoor Ghaut,
a circamstance which tends to support the idea of the mussppropriation
snd mimmanagement of this districs through the ignorance and apathy
of the Hall ¢oltivators,

The exported articles are coffee, mlk, potatoes, barley, hides, opium,
wax, dammer or resin, and wheat, which
being bartered by the Burghers for low coun-
try necemsaties with the itinerant traders, thus becomes sn article both
of import and export.

No statement cau be furnished of the quantities of the abovemen-
tioned goods which are imported or exported, since in consequence
of the trausit duties having been abolished, they pass through no office
in which their amount might be regustered.

Money is readily obtainable for bills on Bombay or Badres from the
native merchants, who, having disposed of

Bashaoge. their goods on the Ilills, are anxions to remit
the proceeds for re-investment. IHence cash on such bills is generally
obtained at par, or st the uimost st 1 per ccnt. discount. No other

Exporta.
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exchange operations ar earrisd on in the settlement, all busisess with
England being tranvgoted through agents st Madras or Bombey.*
The weights in nse in the bazasrs of the three
settlements are : The maund of 25 1bs, svoird.
» viss n 2 » "
The pound of 40 Rs. or tola’s weight,
y BCET “25 " ” "

Weights.

The Burghers sell all their produce by measure, excepting opium,
which they rate at so much per seer of 24 Rupees' weight, being ane
Rupee under the seer of the bazaars.

The bazaar measures arc the seer, § seer, and  scer, i usc all over
the countiy. The Burghers sell their grain
by the ‘ kolagum,” the contents of which when
heuped up is about 226 cubic inches, or somewhat more than 2 seers,

Measnres.

The coins 18sued trom the [lonorable Company's runt are the only
momnies in circulstion on the Ilills, viz., Rupees,
half and quarter Rupees, 2 Annas, quarter and
half Aunas, and Dice.

It is supposed that 2 good deal of com goes out of circulation in the
district, owing to the Burghers and others either hoarding it by burying,
or getting it converted into ornaments.

Cuins.

Moncy is lent w1 the hazaar smonget the natives at the usnal usurious
rute of interest 2 per cent. being given for
loans with security of jewels or other conver-
tible property, per month, and 3 per cent.
per month for money lent on personal security only,

Lending and  borrow-
ing.

The Neilgherry district communicates with the neighbouring pros

« vinces by means of six passes or ghauts, the

":gf;mﬂl’;h:{i?;“ 82d  roudy m which have been cut and kept in
repair at the public expense, with the excep-

tion of one, the “ Manaar” or “Boondaputty” Ghaut which has gone
out of general use. The only one of these pasges which is ascended
by wheeled conveyances is the “ Beegoor ;" the mode of transit en all
the others being by bullocks, coolies, and, to & small extent, by ames.
By the “ Beegoor” Ghaut, bowever, cart loads of 1,000 lbe, weight, or 3

.

* A Braugh of the Madras Bank has now bem opened~Ep.
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candies, sre ‘brought wp; an sdditisaal pair of bullonks beiny Tequired
to help thé tart over the steepest parts of the asoesh®

Commencing at the N, W. angle of the platean the first pass which

peesents iteelf is that leading from Neddiwut-
Hiknc b, T tum to Goodaloort forming the communication
between the Hills and Cannanore, Tellicherry and the western coast
towards Bombay through the Wynaad sountry, and also with Calicut by
the most direct road which exists to that eaty ; descending the Carcoor
Pass, and passing through Nellumboor parrallel to the Beypoor river to
the coast. The *“Koondah Ghaut,” having however obtained a prefer-
ence over this line for the journey to Calicut, the tappal-runners have
lately been takén off it and posted along the other; in consequente of
wl‘ﬁah the fernes, by which seversl large streams are crossed, are not now
regularly attended, and, through the absence of = constant and sustained
traffic along the hine, the jungle is entroaching and becorung rank and
dangerous, both from malaria and beasts of prey. The public bungalows
also along this line are badly situated ms regards health; but thia I
understand will before long be obviated by the erection of a new one in
an open space clear of the encroachments of the Jungle, and free from
fever It smuch to beregretted that this road should be allowed to fall
into disusc a8 the line is a most convenicent one for reaching the Hills
from the coast by Calicut where all mvalids from Bombay now land , and
aa the ghaut, being a short onc of only 54 miles, and on a very good trace,
can be easily and economically kept in repair.

The Rajah of Nellumboor 15, I believe, bound to keep up the ferries
between the town of that name, and the foot of the Carcoor Pass, so that
the expense of keeping this hine of road open would fall very lightly upon
Government, The road on from Neddiwuttum into Ootacamund is an
excellent one, and has been recently repaired throughout, so asto be
perfectly practicable for laden carts. The ghaut is also in good order
and a Iaden bandy ¢an descend it with safety , but the ascent is impracti-
enble in eonsequence of eome very steep acclivities upon which the road
is carried. “T'he Pykara or Moyaar river forming the boundary between

# A QCart-track extends the whole way from Mettapolliem to Ootacamund, and
sae-Rall of & earrisge-way is comploted, which will factlitate travelling coosi-
devably en being Anished.—En,

t A pew Rosd from Ootacstound w Neddiwuttum sad thenos & new Ghast
at a gradient of 1 in 18 is now belng consteucted, which joins the Goverigwnt
Ipperial roads at Goodaloer running down the Carcoor Ghaut to Nelinmbeer
and Maumbet ; hencs the abandonment of the Bispara Gbaut, referred fo on

7% —KEb.
Page 10
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the disfricts of Malshar and Ceimbatore, the rosd from thense 1o the
wostward is under the Collector of the former province, by whom the
greatest attention appears to be given to it.

This ghaut which is the most frequented of all, in consequence of it
being practicable for laden carts and other
wheeled couveyances, is carried down the
northern face of the Hills, commencing the descent near Mootenasd, and
ending it nesr the village of ¢ SBeegoor.” By this pass the communication
is kept up with Bangalore, Madras and all places to the northwerd, and
the chief bulk of European supplies, heavy baggage, horse-gram, rice, &c.,
comes to the settlement by it. Tt also effords the means of transit for
the teak timber used on the Hills in the form of rafters, planks, &c., the
road passing near the forests where teak trees are cut under sanction
Government, about Tippacadoo and Musncumeail. The trees are

by Coorumburs and others, and are then, after being lopped and roughly
dressed, dragged on rude bandies by buffaloes to the road-side, where
they are sawn into building pieces, and sent on bullock bandies to the
Ootacamund market by the Beegoor Ghsaut.

In the north-east angle of the platean of the Ilills, at Kotergherry is
another ghaut communicating with Matepol-

The Kotergherry Pass, liem in the low country, and thence to Coim-
batore and the Salem road.

This is the oldest road cut for the ascent of the Neilgherries atthe
cxpense of Government, and it led formerly to the original sanitarium
st Dimhntty, It hes been constructed in a very sound and substantisl
manner originally, but baving been neglected and suffered to fall imto
very bad order, it was found necessary last year to give it extensive repair
thronghout, owing to which it is now in a very practicable state, though
too steep for wheeled carriages.

This, and all the other ghants, could be kept in repair at a very
trifling expense, if some person were entertained, whose duty it shoald be
to go down the entire line once s month with coolies, to see that no
drains or channels had got choked; for the interruption of one of
these outlets for the heavy falls of rain which now and then ocdur, and
which might, if remedied in time, be done by cne man in an hour, often
canses breaches in the road which it takes twenty or thirty men to rephir,
T'his ghaut is of considerable importance to the eastern part of the Hills,
as & great deal of traffic in the prodnce of the coffee plantations and of the
Burghers' lands goes on by it; and large quantities of low oountry goods
are bronght up it for sale and barter. It is also favorably situsted for

The Seegoor Pass,



THFE NEILONERRY MOUNKTAINS 41

guining she snremit of the Hills on the eastern “sidé, an the aseemt of
& long spar on which the lower part of the road is curtied, is commenced
almost immediately after quitting Metapolliem, without having to pasé
through much low jungle.

Troope therefore marching to the Hill cantonment could, by leaving
their camp at Metapolliem at dsy-break, ascend into & cool climate before
the sun wes high enough to distress them,

The Coonoor Ghaut on the other hand, which is the next to the east-
ward, does not commence its ascent until after
7 mules of bad jungle have been passed through
after leaving Metapolliem. It is however the most frequented by
travellers m palanquins and on horscback, as the road on from the
summit at the settlement of Coonoor leads more direct from Ootacamund
than that from Kotergherry, besides having the advantage of a public
bungalow conveniently mtuated near Coonoor, while at Kotergherry
there is none. The Coonoor Gbaut has been very well constructed,
especially the lower half of it, which could be ascended by laden
carts having an extra pair of bullocks. The upper part has not been so
well traced, the gradicnts being less favorable, and irregularly arranged.
There is an immense traffic on this ghaut entirely by bullocke, which
sscend it by thousands on the Ootacsmund market day, and indeed
almost daily, laden with every description of low country produce and
other supplies.  Travellers from Madras aud the South almost invaria-
bly come by this roadas the journey from the east coast by Salem 15 both
the most easy, and occupies less time than by Bangalore and Beegoor.*
The Muloor or Soondaputty Ghant sppears in former years to have
" been much frequented, by travellers journey-
ing from the eastern parts of the presidency
by Coimbatore to the Iills, from which town there was a road to Boon-
daputty, a village at the foot of the southern part of the Neilgherries,
thongh what the direction of it was, I am unable to say, as the country
between Coimbatore and that part of the bdse of the Hills appears never
to have been surveyed, and is left blank in the Atlas of India. This

-

The Coonoor Ghant.

»
The Mailoor Ghauat.

* QOwing to the facilitios afforded by the Raiflway, which runs withia 50 miles
of(}o{ulnnnd, the Bangalore routo by the Segoor Ghaut has been abandoned
bymdkn genemlly Under the auspices of Government, & survey has very

gpleted, for & from Colmbatore to Metapolliem, whish
when fmished wmndmnu diltlaooto!lmﬂu.

‘Theaew Coondor Ghaut is being completed rapldly—the first 4 miles is now
opin for wheelod traffe, at » gradient of one (n niveteen.
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ghaat-which gains the mmmit of the Hillsnesr “ Bhooudabetia™ is only
now used by smugglers and by the Burghers who cultivate land shout
Mailoor and Keel Koondah, to carry down their profuce for barter for
tlothes, tobnceo, salt, &c. The remains of a very good road still exist
from the top of this ghaut all the way to Ootacamund, but it has hecome
impassable in many places, owing to bogs baving formed in the hollows
and closed over it.

This magnificent ghaut forms the line of communication between the
western const (Calicut) and the Neilgherries,
across the * Koondah™ mountains,” Viewing
this atter tract as one likely to become, before
long, of the greatest value and importance a8 & producing country, 1
should describe the Sispara Pass as one to which attention should be
particularly drawn. Since however the survey of the * Koondahs” has
not yet becn executed, it will be proper to defer a deseription of it and
of the publio buildings and bridges which have heen lately erected along
the line of road by which Ootacamund is approached from 1ts summit,
until 1t can be introduced into the * Memoir” prepared to accompany the
map of that part of the ILill distnet, together with a table of roads apd
distances from the nearest halting places in the plams at the foot of the
respective ghauts.

The Sfspara or Koondah
Gbaut,

None. internal, or, naturally, with any other

Communicaton by water Jistrict

Impediments very raiely occur on any of the hnes of communication
to the Ihills Sometimes in seasons of long

lm&t?&”‘:ﬂ sud $heiT  oniinued rain masses of overhanging rock,
getting Jovsened by the washing away of the

goil bencath, fall npon the road and cause some inconvenience, but never
to the extent of suspending the traffic upon any of the ghants. The
most serious impediments have been occasioned by the washing away of
the bridges near the foot of the passes, as at Tippacadoo near Seegoor,
and Metapolliem, during the year. But a temporary remedy being
at hand, only a bricf suspension took place in the transit of goods along
those hnes of road. Along the lines of road om the platesu diverging
from Ootacamund to the summits of the varions pesses, impediments
more frequently oceur, owing to the perishable nature of the timber with
which small bridges are constructed to carry the road over channels, and
to the sinking of the rough stone causeways laid across Swamps. “By
degrees however a better system is being imroduced, and “more perma-

* Vide second foot note page 73,
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nent works are now taking the place of these temporary and ingSlsient
structures. It is uawise, and 1 think bad scomomy, to constrest wny
road bridges on these Hills of jungle wood, unless it has been cut laag
before it is required for use, and thoroughly seasoned, as the alternations
of lreat and cold are so very extreme, aud the chranges of weather from
drynes to moisture so continuous, that the fibres of* unseasoned wood
soon yield to their influence, Only tcak beams should be used, unless
Jungle wood can be cut and kept to season for use in convenient situs-
tions, or unless a brick arch is not considered expedient.

Fordsare numerous on the Hills, but are all
insignificant, as bewng merely the crossings of
sroall streams, except near Pykara where there is a good ford across the
Maoyuar, over & dyke of trap rock which ruus at right angles to the course
of the stream.

The only ferry on the Hills is that near the pubhic bungalow at Pykara,
for carrying the road to Neddiwuttum across
the Moynar.* It is used by travellers in
palanguins and on horseback, as ulsoby carts ; but the ford, which is close
by, affords the readiest means of crossing to foot passengers, The ferry
boat which consists of a platform lmd on two canoes or barges, and is
moved by hauling on s cable of twisted rattan siretched from bank to
bank, is the property of Government, and two ferry men to work it are
maintained st the public expense, receiving 6 Rupecs each per mensem.
No toll is levied on passengers making use of it

There is a substantial brick bridge at Coonoor crossing the great stream
which descende the pass at that place ; another
Beldges. on the Neddiwuttum road about half-way
between Qotacamund and ’ykara; oue at Oot d ting the
extremities of embankments run out from bank to bank of the lake to form
8 road across it ; and another at the cutrance of the cantonment by the
Coonoor road over the stream which feeds the lake. These bridges are
all single-arched, but the span is mconsiderable, and they are not worthy
of more particular description, Two large and substantial timber bridges
have been recently constructed on the Koondah road, one over the prin-
cipal feeder of the Bowany (called by the Burghers the * Porthy™ or
“ Porutty™ river) and the other at the entrance of the * long vslley” on
the Koondahs, which, together with the bridges which occur along the
Sispara Paes, will be dearibed in the Koomdsh memoir.

Fords,

Ferries,

* Since the above waa written, s good substantinl bridge has been ¢cected.—En.
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Tﬂata,mmmh-dljmglwwdhidga upon all the lines of
mdfnu petty streams and sullahs, which do not demand particular

The net revenue of the Post Office for the
e e 1ot s S year ending 318t December 1847, siter deduct-
ing abstracts for the year, amounted to Rupees

12,053-12-5,

In addition to the land tex or assesament already fully described in the
Table at page 26, the quit-rent on lands held
by Europeans, and the tax on the Todars,
buffaloes, described at page 66, may be enumerated the excise or tax
on arrack, sold on the Hills, which is collected by farming out the mono-
poly of the right of selling the spirit, as 13 customary in all districts under
this presidency ; and the ‘““Koopooverry,” a municipal tax levied by the
cutwal on all householders in the bazaars of the cantonmeat for the
maintengnce of w deparument of scavengers, &c., for keeping the sireets
clean. The following is a statement showing the gross amount of revenue
denived from each source referred to in the Memoir, in 1847, vis.—For
the Covmbatore Talook of the Neilgherries :—

Taxation.

86 § Peaivi Assessment in lands from Burghers,
i‘:::‘:re:nfe uo':yj\?&& &c , including Todar’s buffalo tax

;ﬁg‘m‘;} 1848-7. and Pullooverry, and quit-rent
eacli tax, on lands of Europeans..............Rs. 7,820
Arrack contract, sold for .......... » 16,300
Koopooverry or scavenger's tex,
surplus after expenses,......ocee o0y 300
Rent of & shop in the bazear belong-
- ing to Govermment ... ... .uius g %4
Fincs levied in the Police Court.... ,, B7S
Stamped paper and transfers,........ ,, 126
Post Office revenue. ........vvvieens 4 12,858
District postage realised.... .....ci.s 4, 164

=

For the Coimbatore portion—Total Revenne. .Rs. 36,502

The revenue derived from the Malsbar, or Western portion of the
Neilgherries, amounted to about 700 Rupees.*

Total expenditure on acoount of charges, per mensem.. Bs. 2,089-3,

* The amount in 1243 Fusly or A.D, 18434, was R, 545-8-2, -



THE NEILGHERRY MOUNTAINS. 79

The land tax or sssessment on cultivated linds is oollected ‘by the

tahsildar and peishoar who make a progress
Mode of ccllectlon. 1y ngh their rospective divisions, scssmpanied
by the ghomastahe and sebundy peons, and collect it according to the
rate fized by the ghomastahs on inspection of the state of the crops on
the land. The excise duty on arrack is collected by a sale of the pri-
vilege to one individual, from whom the amount is reteived without
further trouble to the Government functionaries. The quit-rent is col-
lected npon bills sent to each landholder signed by the Collector, and
the amount received by the ghomastahs who sttend with the document.
The “Koopooverry” is collected by the cutwall as already stated, All
fines levied for misdemeanor in the tahsildar's or magistrate’s court, are
paid into the talook treasury. The receipts of the Post Office, after
deducting the amount of the monthly abstract for the pay of the office
establishment, are paid into the talook treasury.

The district postage is received from parties sending letters to' Seegoor
and other placés in the talook, to which no regular mail is sent from
the Post Office
* The Principal Collector visits the district once a year on * Jumma-
bundy," when the revenue accounts are settled for the past year, and
all complaints of pver-assessment, examined mto and adjudicated.

The total number of peons employed in the collection of the revenus

is 43, with 3 duffadars and 3 ghomastabs;

“‘f'.&bei'céi'pfﬁﬁgl‘:{a [.: the peons and duffadars are also available for

collecting revenue. general police duties under the orders of the

Tahsildar, who, next to the Jomnt Magistrate, 18 the head police officer
of the Hill district.

The utmost obscurity hangs over the carly history of the Neilgherry
Hulls, for beyond the period of the immigra-
tion of the * Todars” or * Todawars,” tradi-
tion amongst the present inbahbitants, affords no clue whatever to trace
it. That they have been in former ages inhabited, and that hy a very
peculmar race, evidence sufficient to show is furnished by the existence
of the numerous “ cairns,” or ritde tombe found wpon the sammits of
almost all the loftier mountaing jn every part of the Hills, the origin
of whith is so remote, that the Todars, Tecognized as the most ancient
inhabitants, have notradition amongst themsclves bequeathed by their
sncestors, which even guides us to a surmise, as to the race of people
by whom they were constructed. As affording thus almost the only
land-marks, by which speculation 88 to the ancient state of this remark-
able region can be guided, these * cairns” seem to merit o brief descrip-

History and antignities.
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tion, 'They areinvarlably situated, as has been aiready mentioned; on
the highest summits of the Hills, sometimes single, but more frequently
in groups or rows of from 3 10 6. They are circular in form, raised
with lorge unhewn blocks of stune 4 feet or more above the level of the
ground, and varying in diameter from 12 or 15 feet to 25 or 30. The
wnterior is hollowed out to some depth below
the original surface, nsunlly until the eolid
rock is reached, and the space thus cleared filled with earthen pots, with
the covers strongly luted on, pieces of hone, charcoal and fragments of
pottery, sll tightly packed 1n a roil so black and fincly pulverized, as to
give cause to suppose it to be d posed animal matter On brerking
thesc pots or urns, which many of them are in the form of, they are
found to contain ashes, charcoal, and pieces of half-calcined bones , with
sometumes & small quantity of a pure scentless fluud, wleeh in two
mstances 1 found to be pure water slightly impregnated with lime,
Images of tigers, elk, bisons, lenpards and some domestic ammals, pieces of
half-decomposed bronze rcsembling spear heads, tripods, &c, are also
found occamonally, nuxed with the other remainy , butitis a singular faet
that on breaking np the strong pavement of slabs of stono, with which
the cairns are covered in, and mining down until a second pavement ie
come upon, which, from 1ts tightness and weight has, to all appearance,
never been disturbed since 1t was first lad, we find on removing it that
the contents of the vault below, instead of being laid i the order befit-
ting the repose of consecrated ashes, are generally smashed and broken
up and mixed with the soil, leaving barely one or two. pots of bones and
ashes entire, just as though the pickaxe of the destroying cxplorer had
been already there Some ngemious writers

T"&“"bl”ﬂﬂﬁfmlﬁ.?ﬂ? have cndcu\}ourc.d to hwld uzsupon the evi-
the ancient Scylhlans.  gone, of these cawrns a theory, to the effect
that thelr constructors must have been a trnibe of the ancient Scythisns,
who having wandered into this remote part of Asm, preferred a settle-
ment on the Hills they had discovered, to the hopeless undertaking of &
return ; and pursmng their hypothesis, aud discovering instances ia
the customs and habits of the present Todars, which assimilate them
to the race which history describes under the name of Scythians, they
pass on to the conclusion that their ancestors were the founders of these
tombs, and the descendaots of the ancient Scythisns, But this sssump-
tion is in my opinden erronecus. So preéju-

R ey or e cuoed and bigoted s ruce s the Todses would
1odars. naturslly cherish with the utmost veneration
and solivitude any vestiges of mortality, which their most vegoe

Cairns,




THE NEILGHERRY MOUNTAINS. 81

tradition shonld point fo as monuments of their ancestors ; and  there.
fore whon we find -them offering not the stightést abjection to tha eairy
being broken open aud their contents rificd, and even voluntarily guid-
.ing strangers to umexplored ome, mdmg them in the: work of destrue-
tion, it i3 reasonable to conclude that they form no link of commnuie
‘eation between the present race of Todars, and any tribe of people by
whom these singular monuments may have besn raised,

All elue being thus lost, it would be idle to follow out forther any
speoulstion ns to the history of the Neilgherries prior to"the firgt
coming to them of the 'Todars, for as no coins or inscriptions or even
hieroglyphics bave been found in any of the cairns, or on their contents,
there exists no evidence whatever by which inquiry could be guided inte
the right course.

With the Todars then commences the only (partially) known history
of the Neilgherrics.

At the time of their immigrating, they probably found no sboriginal
inhebitants secttled on them, and sceing, in the solitary and inancessible
charsgter of the mountain region which they had discovered, a fitting
spot for the undisturbed cxercise of their singular religion, and
peculiar pastoral habits—for the former of which they had possibly
endured persccution emongst the trihes of the plains—they determined
on permanently occupying it. Ages, according to their belief, must have
passed while they remained in undisturbed possession of the Hills,

extending over such a space of time, that they
express thoir belief that the founders of their
tribe were ereated on them; until at length a
small band of Kothers found their way up from theplains, and besought
‘permission to till certain tracts of land which they indicated. From this
ara may be said to have commenced the sclf-arrogated sovercignty of the
Todars over the land furnurg; the plateau of the Neilgherries, an, conced-
ing the privilege sought for hy the new comers, they stipulated that a
certain propertion of all the grains which they might produce from the
1051, aiumld be annually presented to them as * goodoo or tribute, in
-acknowledgment of their fendal right over
“;'3, coming dtsbe Bus- ¢ the territory. Not long after this, and accotd-
4 ing to their traditions, 3 or 4 centuries ago, &
m nf “ Burghers,” or * Buddughurs” emigrated from the “ North
country,” (probably- the Northern part of"Mysore and Canara) and
came to the Neilgherrige ; .and beinggood cultivators, st onoe perceived
the advantages offered to them in the virgin and rich soil which they'
saw on sl sides.  They accordingly appear to have obtained perstission
‘to settle and cultivate Iandjupon the same terms 8s-those granted to the
11

‘The coming of the Koe
thers to the Hills.
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Kothers, and inwiting meve of thewr brethren to join them, they soon
swelled mto a numerons tribe and spread over the Iills, constructing
ther villages, and enclosng their fields (and doubtless clearmg away
much forest) mn all directions I can find wo evidence of any sovercign
ruler having been acknowledged amongst the Hill people, until about a
century before the rexgn of Hyuer Ally sn Mysore when according to

the tales of the hothcrs and Durghers there
““1? {,ﬁ?;ﬁ:me:hk’t‘ o were3 punces or elucfv who had sway over

thom, oue m [ odanaad who resded i a for-
trean called Mullnycotta, the walls and dinh of wineh still exist on
a Hhll to the castward of the village of Shoolooron  and westward
of Mootunaad and the Secgoor 'ass one m Movhenaad i the firtress,
the rums of which are now ealled ¢ Hooheul Droog  <ituated on
a Jofry rulge ovutlooking the oonoor Pas~ wdd a4 thued o Parun-
genand m afort the see gf which 1s still pomted ont non Kotar herry
and called © Ronagary  thoush novestize of bt 1emams now recog-
mzabl Phooe i bwons state 1l ot ar s tupe e consoquence of
disputes between the Burghers wnd hothors regarding thaa rospective
boundarics a genaal scttlonant of then Tads tooh plue under the
nuupuw(li the throe clcds when the lies of demarcation were doba-
tively fised , and though only by oril i mon i conscguence of the
ignorance of rowhing wd woting whe th o asnow privamled, the
Tunats of the tantory of Cuch tribe were so distinetly wdonuficd that over
since up £ the presont aume, no di putes about then have ever been
known to accur

W hiat beenme of these three chic ™~ cannot be guessed from thewr tradi-
Hader Al Tna th fhir trme butat some probable that Hyder Ally

progle undon o ptiibe havin, sont anessmnes to lay the ITdL poople

L nnder contuibution hd 1w attention ealled to
the valuc of the tartory both as a g roducng distiet and as a strong
post foan whn bohe ;o bt Bacess s onemies e Madayalum and Comme
butoy Moo corcdincdy appears to hase sczed upon two of the three
forts wlnch commandud the passca to these countiis, viz Heolical
Dioog and Mullnveottn and having decpened  thoar diteher, heightened
thar walts, and othurwise stiengthenud them, he put strong garrisons
mto thou, wlich both controlled the ILll tribes, and obsiried and
harrasscd the kingdoms bolow them  Thaw tradition 19 borne out by the
present appearance of these two forts, which although partially rnous,
yet retain sufhicient evidence of comparatively modern occupation, whle
the thud (Konagerry,) has become entirely
obliterated. With Hyder the system of taxa-
tion must first have commenced on the Hills, and the imposts

Taxation by H)der
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levied, both by him and by his son Tippoo, on the mounteineers,
must have been very severe. Old inhabitants, who have a clear
recollection of those times through the tales of their fathers, and
an imperfect one through thewr own retrospect. state that whole villagea
used to be despomled of ther year's gram and fodder by Hyder's
officers, who rade ineursions continually amongst them, and forced the
villagers to carry their own plundered property down the face of the
Iblls to Danarkencotta, where the Mysoreans® had a strong fort and
an cxtensive magazine Ilence to the IIll tribes<the overthrow of
Tippoo, and the tiansfer of thewr territory to the East Tndia Company,
wes & change fraught with the most beneficial results, and I imagine
the tranquilhity and security, which they have ever since enjoyed, have
rendered these people o portion of the most contented of the host
who now acknowledge the Houorable Compant’s sway. With the
exception of the buildings erected along the
various lines of rond for the accommadation of
travillers, the pablic bwldings of this distriet are chiefly congregated
within the lumts of the Cantonment of OQotacamund  They conmst of

Publiec Buildings

Court House - contamng the Magististe's Extublishuient und Pay Office.

Aldarge Jail

A Howptal and Divpensary

Two Protestant Clhnches,—one ot wlach 1 comse of crection

A Romwn Cathol Church

A Thesenter & place of worslup, open to all Chnstian denvmnmations

A Mubket

A Tahsldar's Kutcherry

Polive Lanes

Lawrence Asylum - Lovedale

Brani b Maudiae Bauk —Bombay Castle

Tulugraph Gtlice

A Pubho Labrary

Post Dffce,

Propagutien Houses for Clunchonas.

The Tiaveller's Home, °

Traveller's Bungalows at Pykars, Neddiwuttum, Kulhntty, Coonsor,
Beeg wor and Avalanche

Chuttrums fur nabives at Nunjanuad, Coonoor, Avalunche, Rispars,
Koondahs 1o the long valley, Wallskadoo in the Swpara pass, the
Kaitee valley, Berbar iu the Cooucor paes, and at Kulhutty, SBeegoor
pasa, Neddawnttum and Pykars,

© * The abova Is & list revised to date,~Eo,
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These Chuittrims are almost all new ‘“lru.ilrlmgu “with substantial walls,
roofh of tiles, and doors ‘and windows  but’ umgnlar mthexdmoi
natives regarding wc&nm«:‘aa‘uon’i‘oﬂliemnelves, {hat they 'prefer passing
the night in little thatched huts built by wayfarers, and seldom use the
Chuttrums, except to cook their food in. The bridges bave been -Irelﬂy
enumerated under the groper head.

J. OUCHTERLONY, Captain,
Superintendent, Neilgherry Surrey.

Nruomeray Hinvs,

KOTERGREREY,
20th February 1848.










