
.a.t8 there a! tho :fiorcest of the god~'1!1 .-al. 
ooiving his deatb ""ounde at her ha.hds. J 
Veda, however, the gods themselves are, a.ll 01. 

;ermed and accosted 8S alura" and ono of them, 

roduced at the moment al:l the Creator of the 

Jnivere:e, is called the all-knowing and wue Aaura. 
And yet the 881M Veda elsewhere gives an opposite 

picture of the character indicated by the te.~.,. cor .. 

responding to the modern ideal of a demo?Gi")'iir-.. 

ogre, and the very sarno individuals aro 8ometi~cs 

represented us a8uras, and again lauded as destroyer; 

of a$Ura8. 

The commentator Stiyo.llaehario. felt no difficulty 

in inw~preting the term, whero it occurred in the de· 

Illoniacal senso. .In truth, it required no elaborate 

il1terpre~tion tMre. In that seDse the word would 

be:, famlli~ even to a'child. But the commentator'e 

.;,qgeDuity ;as ,severely'" £axed whon bo had to intf 

~ret ' " lUJ\lra" as a. term applicablo to the gods. 

l4d tp .!abricate novel deTi vations and etvmolr 

often 'Nvoltiog .to 0000111"-
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,re propounded, might have jnstified the aI' 

r the surname It Bonapartist" to the hero of" 

by whom Napoleon was ruined. 

E lsewhere, again, the commentator adopted 

vation of the term (n.s applicable to ,I}ods ) which 

cautious Professor'Vilson himsolf called) Ie an unUSUt 

sense of the wordt adding) however) "but it would 

8carc~ly be decorous to call V(tTuna an Aauro:lIl An 

unusatH' derivation might; be excused in the case of an 

extraordinary term, Ilapaz legomenlJn. But II asuro." is 

is a term constantly to be found in the Rig Veda,1 

and oftener in a divine than a diabolical sense. Here 

the.n Wall tlle difficulty. Unless we allowed the in­

terpretation of the Rig Veda to receivo light from 

sources outside the limits of India, we must accept an 

unpleasant position betweon the two horns of a dilem­

ma. We must either submit to unnatural derivations 
• d unusual interpretations a$ a rule, or confound 

Indo-Arian gods with the Indo-Arian demons. 

r himsclf, tho autbor fails to uudersu..nd why 
• --- -:"lvf'S broached or admitted f 
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• light. Would it have boon fair criticism in ~tUnd 

to restrict the interpretation of an old AngloJJaxon 

document tu ideals purely Druidical and insular, to the 

jealous exclusion. of aU light from the continent of Eu­

rope? In the caso of the word Asurs, we find tha.t 

VW'lUIU, held foribe moment as the framer qf.1Ite hea­

vens and earth, is caned H tho all_knowing ASUl'll." Is 

it fair criticism to fall back on " the unusual scnse of 

the word" Buggested by SayaDIl to the e.xc1usion of 

toe obvious inference that the title appeal's as a trans­

lation of the Iranian term "Abura-nlaz<ia," applied 

to the Suprome Being, with which Indo-AriaDs must 

have been familiar beforo they crossoo the Indus? 

The interpretation of the Iranian title is, according., 

Parsee doctors, Ie the wiije Lord.'" This itself sup­

plies a clue to the meaning of ABura as generall) 

applied to tho gods in the Rig Veda. And in the cas 

of AgniJ the patronymic" Allura" was obviously 0 

ingto his be4lg so called (Ahurine) in tho Zend Av~ 

68 the R,n of Ahura Mazda. The Rig Veda .; 
• 

800ms to recognize this filiation by represcntin{!' 
_ II . .. .II".... I1f Power. 
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And"this reflection suggested tbe question of the origin 

of the Iranian word II ahuran for lord. It Assur" is often 

found in the Holy Scriptures in the ethnical sense 

of AS8yrian. Here the author was led to consult the 

Cuneiform inscriptions for confirmation of that idea. 

The Inscriptions fully explained the- difficulty. "As­

sur" or " Asur" was there found both as an ethnic term, 

expressivo of the Assyrian Dation anti country, and also 

as a term of dignity and sanctity applicablo to princes 

and gods. On the ono l.and it was used as a term of dis­

tinction for kings, generals, and towns, ' and on the other 

it was tho title of the II great doities. )) It was in the 

first ethnic .seoso tbM tbe Rig Veda execrated it 88 

the title of a bated nation ancr the Arian settlement 

. n India, but in the second sense of dignity and sanc­

ity both Irauio.us and Indo-ArianiO had of old alike 

• MallY killgtl (J;lId chiof officoro had tho torm "Assur" profixed 
nffiud to their nnmos 113 a symbol of dignity. In tho list of 

s given at tho 9ud of Mr. Georgo Switlt's Augriatt tlUC4~~' 
~6) th91'6 lire lIumbers or namoCl with that prefix: or afu, 

R ASU{,ZlIkiresir, Nulip-tl.lgul-tl.!lIIuri, Assur-nadin_abi. \1_ 
lri, A68ur-bel-nisinu, .te. Ttgia.thpilt3ller n. hfll 01 au 
'Afy general AlIsur-dain-lI.ui." AiBO; "A palaeo, alleat 

" T •• 1 v n _ " ~."r ito-
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attached it to their rCSllective daties, thougb the 
Indians afterwards gradually dropped its use ~ 

sacred sense, and applied it exclusively to the 

abhorrent idea of ungodly ogres and demons. The 

Rig Veda as their earliest record continues a witness 
• of both sonses, but the later Vedas and aU subsequent 

Baatraa give exclusiycIy the odious sense of evil 

spit'ih, h03tilo (.u gods and Brahmins, and inimical 

to their long-cheribhed institution of Sacrificial cere­

monies. 

The light thus thrown on the solution ora long 
debated question stimulated the author to make fill'­

ther inquiry into the Cuneiform records of Assyria,­

If the II Asuras" were Assyrians, then some further . 

light might naturally be expected from the same­

source on events with which Aauraa were connected_ 

The suggestion received curious confirmation from 

"Sanda)" long known in Indian tradition as the guru 

of Asuras. The Rig Veda recognizes the same name 

I,!, a serrA which might be applicable to a guru as 

well as a god. Now Sanda is found toha.ve been an 

Assyrian god, or the man-bull. And Sanda. in Sans­

crit also moans a. bull.' 
The Cuneiform Inscriptions t again) disclosed aDo.. 

, Bee p. 76, ,tt/"IJ. 
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ther name Anu,' ae among the gods of Assyria... 

Ano, is also found as a Vedic chara.eter, whom a. Pour· 

anie Legend describes as the parent of ~f1ecchas or 

.. 1i~ns. We also find the A'navas, SOliS or followers of 

Anu, engaged in action with other characters tbat 

are referable to Assyrian regions. Ttese facts raised 

a presumption t.hat the Ann of the Veda was identical 

with the Anu of tho Ius('riptions. This remark is 
a.pplicaQle to another indiviuual named (I 'l'urvasu," 

a brother of Anu. Ind~an records styled him tho 

father of "YaYanas,J' who wero also aliens from 

Brahmillical society. The Inscriptions supply us 

with a king 'l'ubusu' and a town Tarvazu. 6 

The story of the Asura Vritra slain by Indm is 

• further link which connects Assyrian with Indian 

legends. In tho Rig Veda that arch enemy of th!) 

Ariana is identified with the Serpent Ahi and styled a 

DaM (dostroyer). Vritra seems therefore ~denticlll 

with "the snake Dahaks" of the Zeno. Avesta. And 

it was in Bawri (Babylon) that U tho snake D'luaka," 

alias Vritra, appears beforo Ardvi-sura (a sacred 

character of the Zend Avesta) and 8sks as a boon 

that he might destroy the whole of Ariana. V ritra, 

'Was thereforo an Assyrian combatant l by over­

throwing whom Indra. entitled himself to the thanks 

• 86e p. 73 ''IIfr~. 



PREFACE. 

With reference to the theolQgical part of. tho 

book, the author is content to leave it to speak 

(or itself. He has ~itherto abstained from & hor~ 

tatory tone. A e1el'gyman m~y 1;1e excused for one 

word of advioe on taking lenve of bis readers. The 

Vedas persistently proclaim a mysterious fact-the 

Lord of the creation offered Ilimseif a sacI'I'jce for flu! 

lJencjit of gods, or tllOse who wore onoe mortnl, such as 

we are, but had t; ince been promoted to celestial 

regions. The sarno LoQi, n the giver of selft" also 

iuitiated the rites of Sacrifice, which is a "reflection" 

of Himself. Can the intclligent nindu, so ncute, s(. 

quick in aU other respects, fail to see how the mosl 

ancient and revered of his national recorus thus ae 

knowledge and bear testimony to tllO fundamental 

principles of the Faith of wl1ich tho Sovereign of the 

empire is herself by her royal title U the Dofender?" 

Is it too much to say that whero the pCl'suasions 

of our primitive ancesturs thus concur with tho rudi~ 

ments of that Faith, piety to God, and loyahy to \he 

Crown, allegiance to Truth, and Reverence for ou.. 

Fathers, all combino to stimulate inquiry into the mys­

tery suggested by tho self-sacrifice ofPrnjapati, "whose 

shadow, whose death is immortality itself?" 

BallY9uu9c, 15th Decemoer, 1875. 
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of t4e Iranians (who worshipped him 8'J Verethra. 

ghoa) as well 8S of the Indo·Ariaos.' 

The author must here acknowledge and eorrect " 

mistake inctlutious.1y committed in the Introdltctorl 

E88ag prefixed to his edition of a small portion of the 

Rig Veda. publi;hed a fow months ago. Adverting 

to " Kustaspi" of the Cuneiform Inscriptions, as pos· 

sibly tho samo character as the Viata'ipa of the Zend 

Avesta and Il:Ihtaswa of tLe Rig Veda, he took Kit&­

taspi to ue a contemporary o{ Tiglath-pileser I. 'rhis 

was a mistake. The nome of Kustaspi occurs in th13 

Inscriptions of Tiglllth-l)ileser II. 'rhe synchronism 

attempted to be made oui, betwoou the senior Tiglath. 

}ilesor and tho Rig Veda docs of courso loso its 

ground as far as it was bosed all tho error now 

corrected. But the syuchronu.m' itself does not abso­

lutely fail. I ts second ground founded all the story 

of " Samhara the 80n Kulitara" romains firm. 

Nor is the theory of Zoroastorian teaching, baving 

proceeded from Assyria, nullifiod by the failure of the 

ground about Kustaspi of the Cuncifonn Inscriptions. 

It is expressly said iu the Zend Avesta that Ardisura. 

received in Ba~\'ri or Babylon the supplications of both 

friends Tad foes, complying with the former but reject­

ing tbe atter. And tbe very nnme Ahura Mnzda. was 

derived from "ABur", the Assyrian t~rm for god or Jord. 
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THE ARIAN WITNESS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The Christian 8rheme of salvation is thus epitomized 
by St. Pa.ul: "Now therofore ye are no more stranger' 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the housmlold of God; and are built upon the found. 
ation of the .L\postlcs and Prophets, Jesus Christ him­
self being the ch iof corner stone," (Ephes. ii. 19, 20). 
This household ib a II kmgdom/' and it is a "king_ 
dolU prepared from the foundation of the world." 
(Matthew xxv. 34). It has also a roll or register in 
which all its members are noted down, the roll being 
otherwU!o called "the book of life of tho Lamb slain 
from the foundation of tho world." (Rev. xiii. 8). 
And this discloses that inscrutable ruling of our Crea­
tor and Supremo Govornor that" without shedding ~f 
b100d is'bo remission ." (Heb. ix . 22.) 

This rule or law is above human iRgie. Into the 
policy of Heavenly jurisprudence, it "Quid be a pre-­
lumption to pry. The finite- can never grasp the In..­
finite, or examine it like a oerru in tile hand.J O~ 
eatiafied, that it is God's will and God's decree, aact 

.. . 

j 
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. thatit moots a human difficulty and solvos.a spiritual 
'problem, man's duty is to accept tbo solution. 

To inquire into the/act of His decree and His decla.­
ration iaonly'the exercise of n. prerogative which' has 
been vested in the human mind by the Author of our 
being. It is both a privilege and a duty, to examine 
the evidence of tho fact, but the fact" being found, and 
the decree Ming authenticated, that Ii tho LoUD has 
·~aid on him the iniquity of us ali," and that II with bis 
stripes we are healed," we must remember that a 
decree is intended for obedienco and guidance, not for 
wrangling"and disputation. 

Sucb is the Christian scheme. It has for it! corner­
stone the Sacl'ifice of tho Lamb slain from the found­
ation of the world, It involves the inscrutahle law of 
Infinite Wisdom and Heavenly Counsel that without 
shedding of blood there is no rOUli&~ion. It was 
a vailable for human I'!ulvat.ion from tho moment that 
it had become necessary for it. The principles of 
Adam's religion, ill the primitive agel were thus the 
samo as ours, now in the fillness of time. Refer­
ence was made to it on the Fall 'of our nl'llt parents, 
, lIf~- the introduction of sin .. The s6e4 of the woman 
(Gen. iii. 15) was no other than the Lamb sl'iiin froJll 
the founQ.ation. of the world. His sacrifice, .though 
IlQOOmpli..eh~ in-time, was commemorated and typifi~ 
&om the begiDDlog. The primevafinstitutioll of Sa:­
ori,fices is evident ,from the practice of Abel, . whq. '~by 
ifitlu)ifered· a more jUcellent sacrifice, ~ 0aiD.;!~ 
"" ", . .' . .- .J'.,,. ,, 

'~liiOb he ob~edwitne .. th'!.t he w"~l!.~\QiilI 
toalifv\ng .. othja.gifto: and by)t, .b~,. li!>i~&':~ilit\ 
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speaketh." (Heb. xi. 4). The same was again l typi. 
tied in the offerings which Noah presented on the.~ 
he h&d builded, and they met with the same result ()f 
God's acceptance, for we are told, "the Lord smelt a 
sweet savour" (Gen. viii. 21). The identical praoo 
tice under a similar pcrruasion we notice in the tirne 
of Job, who offerod btU'Dt offerings II continually," say· 
ing, II It may bo that my sons have sinned and cursed 
God in thoir bearts." (J ob i. 5). These are iorus.. 
putable facts. They manifest the way in which pioue 
souls betOOK themselves to" tho Lamb of God whieh 
taketh away tho sin of tho world." ~ They indicate 
the hopes which inspired those" that looked for ra. 
demption in Israel."3 

We may fairly presume from these recordod instan008 
of Abel's, Noah's, nnd Job's offerings that they were 
consequent on t.he in:.titution of such H9.crinces from 
tho beginning under divine direction, at once comma. 
moratiYe, and prefigurative, of the great Sacrifice df 
" tbe Lamb slain from tho foundation of tho world." 
Noah was not many generations distant from Adam, 
and.ho could have introduced apd kept up in the poat­
diluvian world what be knew to have been ordain9d 
Wore ttie deluge. Speaking DOW from the Christian 
point of view, we can reasonably otJlclude tbat the 
saCrifices, acceptably offered by the patriarchs we have 
named, were typica1 of tho Great Sacrifice acoom ... 
plished on Mount Calvary which they foreshadowed. 
For II other foundation CaD. no roan lay than th&t d 

------------------~.-
John 1. if. 
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laid, which is Jesus Christ.'I. Nor is it posaible 
"that tbe blood of bulls and of goats should take 
away sins,"6 in Bny age or country. It WB8, to use 
and adapt a. Vedic expreRSion, only a /orc-thadowing of 

the trol!l Savin!! Sacrifice/' 
Assuming, then, that the offering of Sacrifices was 

a recognized institution from tbe yery days of Noah 
in the post-diluvinn world, it might bo rea~ooably 

expected that the practice would not immediately die 
away. If Noah and Job knew what they werll about, 
and performed tho offerings with tho solemnity of 
religious ceremonies, each would instruct his own 
children and grand children in what he would necos­
sa.rily consider as the first and most important duty 
of the human raco. Tho practice would thus be trans­
mitted to their pOfltcrity as a binding divino institl14 
tiOD. The institution would, doubtless, be maintainpd 
with the tenacity with which men usual1y koop up 
practiccs derived from their immediate superiors and 
forefathors, and novor nllow any to fall into desuetude 
without valid reasons. They would indeed be cherish­
od 88 heir 10000s out of rellpect for their parents, .and. 
nothing short of a mental or social revolution could 
account for their entire extinction. Such a revolutiQU, 
again, might ~ expected to he a faot as notorious as 
that which originally caused the initiation of the prao.. 
tioe which it overturned . 

• I CoT. iii. 11. • Heb. •. of. 

t ....,. .. ....mt" 1N -.T ~ ftIt1(dl Ta .... J&.W .B,a.,~ 
..,..,. II. 882 .. .BtlltOCi_ /_itl; •• 
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The institution we are speaking of would (II ~ fact 
~ therefore capable of proof or disproof from the his-. 
!tory of Noah's descendants, by which "fe D1epn tlie 
history of mankind. The perpetuation of the practioo 
would be corroborative of the institution and of the 
principles which originated it, while its entire neglect, 
without 8. valid cause, wl)uld tend.to damago tbe pre. 
sumption of its di.ino origin. If the practice were 
found in vogue among mankind for countless genera~ 

tions, and never fallen into oblivion without sueh Q 

counter movement as we have suggestod, the fact would 
add no small weight lo the reasons (or which we have 
presumed ita divine original. If, en the contrary, the 
practice wero Wholly lost !:light of after tho days of 
Noah, such an abrupt di.!:lcontinuanco must weaken 
those reason". 

We must here add that it is only tho overt acts, the 
offerings and ceremonies, which, if true, wo would ol.~ 
poet to find in the Li!:ltory of mankind. The theology, 
or the doctrine involved, might be illi;ensibly pervert­
ed, or o'l'on die away altogether, through ignorance or 
mental imbecility. In our own ~ountry, and before our 
own light, wo find many instances of tho maintenance 
of.feativazs, epochs, and ceremonies, combined with 
total fOlb"Eltfulness of the principle! Wl which they 
were founded. We find the last day of Cboitra Btill 
kept up as a festival, and publicly ad'9'ertized ae a holi. 
day, under the name of the OluJU IIJnkrDnti.. . Probably 
not one in a thousand is aware of the meaning in· 
..alved in the term-or of the fact oftha sun'. entrance 
i»to Aries, and the conaequent contact el ihe eol.ipQe 
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and the equator on that day, many centuries ago. 
'rho procesHion of the equinox has long antiquated tho 
congruity of ~hc festival on the day it is held, bllt it 
still CORtinues as an inviolate practice, valuable to the 
historian, only as an unerring clue to the dat~ when 
the prescnt Indian Calendar was first formed. 

We find a.gain an-era prcyailing in Bengal observed 
in all businel!8 tran.'lRctions in the vernucular, and 
rt'8,pCCtOU evon in courts of justice. 'file present is the 
year 1282 of that era, but there scorns to be no authcn~ 
tic record of tho event which initiated it. The ern is 
still kept up, though the history of its origin has been 
forgotten. We cun only guess that it is tho continu~ 

aoee, on tho principle of tho Indian Calondar, of the 
H egira wllich WUi> probably imposed on Bongal, cen­
turies ago. by some of tho enrlier Mahometan rulers, 
but the Bolar principle of tho Indian calendar being 
esscntially difforcnt from the Afahomctnn lunar pl'in­
ciple, tLo Henh>'8.1ee Ban has long ceased to bo identical 
with the Hegira, though, perhaps, coincident with it 
at some point in its past course. 

Tradition mny keea up a practice or festival invol, 
ving overt acts, but it is not adoquate for tho perpetu­
ation of tho doctrine or idea whioh originated tllO 

practice. The perpetuation of a ceremony by imita. 
ting ono's father;s practice; patent to the eye, is easier 
tban the psy<:hological process of rightly comprehend­
ing and correctly teaching the dogma or sentiment 
which initiated tbo ceremony. 

But whilo ignoranco or misconception of the doc .. 
trine or o\'ont invol.ved in, Or' .supposed to be corume-
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momted by, a practice, perpotuated as a visible cere· 
mony, dotracts nothing from the corroborative ovi~ 

donee we havo mentioned beforo, and is ~arorore no 
disproof of that doctrine, it~ actual transmission, along 
with tb,e practice, even in a distorted form, adds con. 
siderable strength to that evidence. Tho in8t.itution 
of sacrifices was, as we have already asserted, typical 
of Him who H was onco offcred to bear tho sins of 
many.'" Tho continued prcvalence of the pradico 
amung the families of men would itself be corroborati vo 
evidence of tho original institution, and tllero could 
be no detraction from it, CV('1I if it nppenred anywhere 
that it was maintaincd ill ignorance of tho doctrine it 
was intendcd to commemorate. For people might 
hn.ve perpetuatcd tho visible ceremony without com_ 
prehending its psychologiC'a] causo. But if w~ find 
in any place that, along with tho perpetnation of the 
practice, there was a traditional teaching that tho cere­
mony had the mysterious power of abolishing sin and 
depriving death of its terrors, the fact would add still 
greatnr force to our argument. 

With these prelimiuD.lY ob'Ocrvations I now proceed 
to state the object aimed at in this El:!say. It is, to • ooJrow an exprellsion from Milton: 

" That to the height of thi3 groat argument 
I may MIIart eterIlai Provldeuce 
ADd ju.etify the ways of Ood to meo." 

lien have not been wanting, to assai], 88 far as 
they oould, the integrity of God's Truth, and ea-

t Beb. iz. 2s.. 
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JWcially that portion of it, which is indeed its chief 
('omer.stonc, the Sacrifice of the Lamb of God which 
takelll awaY.th6 sin of the world. Their weapoDs of ag_ 
gression have only been (( theories, imperfect in their 
parts, and too often with hasty gcuoralizntiQIls, but 
those saltietl rC!lults in which the body of philosophers 
agree," fur from cnntradicting Scripture, "often con­
firm and illw,trote the statements of the Inspired 
VoJumc."8 The direct evidences, on which all U>8.ch­
ing of GQd'~ Revelation rests, aro in themselves quite 
sufficient 'for giving an intelligont" rca:.on for the 
faith" that i:; in llll, as again!>t high-sounding cavils. 
The palpable and unmistnkeable tendency of infidelity, 
especially in a mixed community such as is found in 
Iudia, to overturn the moral ba.sis on which society is 
founued, nnd by virtue wherc-of it maintains its sacrod 
institutiolls for the public weal, is also sufficient in 
itself to serve as a beacoH and warning, which can 
only endear the doctrino of the Cross to alllovors of 
purity and order, and impcl them to cling to their 
II Rock" of defence with greater tenacity than ever 
before. It is to corr~borute the above evidence, and 
to strengtben the preventive force of the above baa.. 
con, that the present work is undertaken. 0 <> 

We shall not anticipate DIU II Arian Witness" here, 
bu.t we shall give a brief abstract of what we expect 
him to say when produ.ced before the bar of a Truth· 
loving conscience. While we look for maay things in 
his evidence calcu1ated to moderate the infidelity of 
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the times, generally, Jlis voice will be entitled to 
especial deference among those in our own country 
who profess a religious veneration for antiquity and the 
old path6, and make a parade of their BallMan DlumM. 
He will depose to the non-existence of caste in the 
primitive state of Braumini:ml, when tile very idea of 
the preHen t religious or fwc.io.l di stinctions would have 
been stigmatized as revolutionary-as a sort of <I nova 
res." He will tell us that tIl(! "Lord, or rather tho 
P reserver, of the Crcatiou"9 ofrared himself a Sacrifice 
for the welfa re of so uls, that wero o01'n as " mortals)" 
but lmu attained to immortal i~.r in. hoav(m by religious 
cxereises duly performed on the earth, somewhat corro~ 
sponding to ow' idea of <I the IIpil'i ts of just men mado 
perfect.'''o 'Vo shall hear from l,im that <I Sacrifice" 
was the authorized means for the remission of sius­
that it was tho way by which II Dcvas," who were 
originally but" ruen," had passed to celestial bliss, 
and that it still continues tho beateu tro.ek for the 
samo goal. The idcfl. of tho sced of tue woman bruis­
,ing the serpent's head was also knOWll to him with 
m(lre (II' less <If distinctnesB. lIe knew of " the grea.t 
Dragon" "that old serpent, called the Devil and 
Sf\iIln"u "hose subjugation and destruction has alwa.ys 
been the great struggle of life with God-fearing men. 
He will strikingly confirm the Mosaic account of the 
CreatioD1 and will likewise speak of .alious traditio.o. 

• -nn.mr Bayana aiCUOllt In¥ariabiy d6ri,~ 1Ifirr £row 18 to Pl'" 
",.." and iIlterprek It aooordingly . 

.. Hob. lIii, ~ • 

.. JI,e.,.1ii. 9. 

2 
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t0ndill~ to corruuorato some of the very points in 
Sacred history on which men in modern timos have 
n10Kt fr<>quantly made shipwreck of t1u,ir faith. 

We look to our Witum;s also for the disproof of an 
idea often bronched again~t Hilldoo Christiane that 
they are rebels ug-ainst the 8a1!tihwa d/larma of the coun­
try, and apostate., from the faith that ho. .. animated the 
Hindoa mind, and the rule of lifo tlwt hag governed 
HindOD practice, from time immemorial. 'I'bis essay 
aspires likcwil>c to the Jlattiotic honor of proving 
that while ull Ilimloo'i who il[l\"() been illstructed in 
Westol'll literaturo, science, and history have departed 
from tho faith dcri"od from their immediato forefather.;!, 
Hindoo Chribtiuns can aloue have thQ" satisfaction of 
knowing that tho fundfllllontul pIincipleo; of the Gospel 
wererecognizcrl, uud flckuowlctlgctl, both ill thcory rmd 
pl'nctice, by their primitive ancc!>tOl's, the Brahmini­
cui Ariuus of India, alld that if the authol's of the 
Vedas could by any possibility now return to the 
world, thoy would at once recogni7.e the Indian Chris~ 
tians, far more compl[lcently as their own descendants, 
than any other body of educated natives. It may indeed 
be confidently assorted that such of our countrymen as 
hBVe imbibed, alollg with the history and science,pf 
Europe, the sentiments of western infidelity, can, from 
the ancient Arian point of view, be described in no 
better light than those who were stigmatized in olden 
days as revilers of the Yedas,'~ neglecter! of sacci-

.. OiI(f4l"",p 80 MaUll ealla eoutemuera of the Veda. It mutt 
be retllelDber&d that "Ved.:' .. II,Il abatract terlll, often maW. fO!" 
1M Word or ~1lR. Thie ... ill be diactwed in the Alquel 

• 
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flees.," and 8S men of no religion whatsonver. Resllsoi~ 
tatoo RiBhis (if the idea of the possibility can be ()Qn~ 

ceived for argument's sake) would find" ~e ortbodo!." 
Hindoo himself the greatest foo to the sylltem they 
had bequeathed to their de5(lendnntsY We do not 
say thia censoriously. Wo only speak in self. defence, 
because WE are of ton singled out and proscribed a9 

•• Negle<'ters or oPlJ{)ser, of 8ilCl itko Ilro oommlorod outlaw!. and 
traitors, lIud UN ~18*> ... d w,th POfllOlis tUllt do Hot d&llBI'Ve the II.~ 
ofnwll, 

Ilitr.:fII1il,.i 'lll'f"IlI'l"'IFI': ~iflIiJ: ilftf,j'\'SI 
~"IIIII('tIIT ..-nIliI {""HI~rirt """'~: ~PI1I 
'q ~T ""i'n: ~T~ firnlfil 'I11III141% , i:~[: I 

'IIIIII~~UV" I 1f1l'~IQ' . . ~ , . 
.,.. .' ~I ~1f"11' 1f1I1I': OF'll ~ 'f1f1l" • • 

illg ,"tda, 1 33, 4, :; viii 70, II. 

Tho VooBa are fun of ~Ilch dellullcilltioll$ in Ilum(>rons plu.cC8., 

.. The lellrned lind highly Recoml,\ishod anthor of the Antiquities 
of OrlS8ll, de~Gl'vodly houolil ed ,,'" Ull fllIthority lIy fill orthOlloll: 
lllUdOOll, hUJl$(!U' rem!!. b; 
~ "At a time Ivhen the rltu'l.ls of tho Vodir wors!.i!) delogeul the 

IlIlllntry lTitb the blood of thouh!l.n,l~ of !I.niuwis elllughtenKI in 
tba name of God, tho univonal bonevohHlce of ~akya Bllp",,,lod to 
tpo fooling ~f the PooI)\O with" foret! nod d,rectlless of purpose., 

wllieb proved irrOhist.lbl .. , No man, who had ReeD a dozen hoode 
of cattle Inlled by spikoR driven into thoir ~ho,te, the WlUa! llIode 
of IIIlCrilice at the time, could for a moment deuy the euporiorityof 

a religion which preacbed morcy for aU created ~iOg8, and ablJO. 
lutely prohibited 8laughter of every killd, But the Draillnins \901'0 

not slow ill porociving tbll1r weak pbint3, tbey .8QOn dropp!)d the 
'lIIlCl'i6Q1:1a of the VOdM ; inculratod universal love A1ld kinu­
evee. in tho wordll at' their rivals, d:c,"-AnlllJ,,,'{Ut of Od.u, b, 
B .... IMjmdrll Mill JIi/rlf, 
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"ouUatfJ8," arid rebcll against l1ral1minism. If we are 
W, we seem to be in good ~ompnny. 

In pre8cll~i!lg the corroborative testimony of the 
Arinn family to Biblical fnets and principles, we shall 
labour in tuo fin~t place to manifest the torupetcnce of 
our witness to "penk on those subjects from his fami­
liarity with the times and places to which they reillte. 
'Va hope t'J sLow that from his ago and original set· 
t1ement. hf' would nntltlUlIy klloW l:Iollicthing of' all 
facts and principiI's wlliclt were likely to be known 
in Palestine und it:- lH'ighlJourhood. 

It willl)(J 110 urgulll{·nt ngailH.t us to refer to tho 
Arian's W:lnt of con:,i"tcu('y in hi!:! c"jdcnce. Wo do 
not prOfl'HiI to produ{'c his testimony. flS t!Jut of a 
friendly witness. We do 1I0t set Jdm up ns !l. 801e ... t 
witnes;, for oursch'cs, remarkablo for hi,. consistency 
or harmony of rrinciplc~, Mueh i('f.,h do we nttach 
to hilll filly authority. Our sole argument is, that 
llid stutCluents und iden!:!, whatever they be, may 
Lave to bo ac('euutcd fol' as facts, and .that, hewse­
ever they may l!(. accoulltod for, they will be found 
coIToborative ot the prillciplcs and events which un· 
dcIlie the gOi:lpcJ dispensation. 



THE ARlAN WITNESS. 

CHAPTER 1. 

The origillalactilement oj till' Arions-tlle Cat-piall' and 
Kf/;u·njJ~8. 

III presenting' our contemplated Arian Evidence, wa 
shall follow tlw well-known Indian method of inquir­
ing illto a \VitllCSt!'" /lame, p edigree, /lOme, age, aod his 
relati.on to the subject on which hi!! testimony is p~o­
posed to bo recorded. The 611>t lour questions iu our 
present cnso, we shall cOllilOlidatc into one-the que!­
tion of the Witness's origiliallJeftlcment, which will itself • involve the dillcussion of tho other points. This will 
probably detain us somewhat longClr than might be 
atKicipa~d at first sight. MJ.ny eminent scholars 
have fixed his primitive Beat in the vicinity of the 
Hindoa Kush. With tbis COllclUBion we have never 
been satisfied. To us it 806ms there is a mixture of 
au anaohronism and a non.'equitur lurking in their 
argument. Tho flame H Airyana Vaejo" of tho Zend 
AVelta they rtter to Manu's "Ariavarta." The ODe, 
aooordiog'1o its own authorized interpraror., is un ... 
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geographical plaPoo/ t he other is definitely placed 
between the Vindhya und Himalayan ranges. But, 
irrespective of the confutlion of sites involved in this 
reference, Manu lived more than a thousand years 
after the Ariana' entrance into India. He must have 
contemplated his IlTICC!>tors' Indian residence, when he 
named it H Ariavarta." If he Lad any idea of their 
emigration from the other side of the Indus, he could 
not hnyc idcntifieJ tho Imlian Ariaval'tll with tecit 
home in Central A!)ia. A,'i"varla or Ariade.sa, is a. 
term widell was unknown beforo the age of MaIlU. 
Tho Hig V('dll. is nltogether ignorant of it. 

We shall thereforo h,wo to ro-apm tho whole que!l­
Hon aud reviow eyery point connected with it. This 
will necessarily poi>tpone for awhile tho principal 
inquiry indicated by the title wo have chosen for 
our work, but we 11oJ)o this prolonged im·estiga.tion 

, DUnGc n (ri tod by llleOl k voJ i, Jl 9) thus annohltea on " AirY' 
una. Va.e.jo." 

"'I'll& lIAme of the fil'llt CO\lntry is Airyanem Voojo. By thia is 

to be und>3Utood tIte original Ariau tloIDe, the paradieo oethe Irtl.­
niaM. Tho rulor of th15 hll.l>JlY lund WAS King Jima, the r&nown&d 
JQmahid of lu.nian legend. Almfa-lfazda nnd ZarathustTB. here 
adarQ tho aeloetinl BOUl'eG of water, tho Arovl ~rlTli anKhiti (It. [,,0] 7, 

104}. Here Znro.tilustrll. PTIlY' to the Drvol9po1 (the patrouoaa of 
Iltme!, Ji. 9,26) and to Asl>i (17, 2411) Thul AirynDa VaGju be-­
~Dlea altogether a mytiucaJ country, the !eat of gode and berooe 
Whlll o thoro il neither sll.'kn&88 nor deatll, frost ~or hent, ae ia tho 
cue in tho toalm of .Tima. In tllO chapt.:lr bofore us," however, 'lll'e 
may still discover the historicnllmckgrouDd." • Wo do not deny thoro may 1.0 a " hiewdetJ \acli::l(toUud," but 
UliJ We .hall diSCUM in a futuro I.'hspter. 
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of the preliminary question will not be irrelevant as 
far as our main object is concerned, and our under­
taking wi ll pm hops in the end escape the charge of & 

mWumur. 
Strubo cites Eratosthenes whogivcs tlJe boundaries of 

Ariana to bothe river lnclus ill the East, II the great sea" 
in the South, tho Paropam:'Mls and tho further monn· 
tain range up to "the CUbpiaJ, gate!:l" in the North, 
and the !:lame line in tile Webt whidt separates Parthia. 
from Media, Karmania. from Paraetnceno and rersia. 
Strabo himself, however, appe,lrs somewhat indistinct. 
Considoring tbat Indm, wlu('it, long beforo bis timo, 
had become tho most important of Armn countries, 
wos ignored in t ho EUbt, nn d that Uedi.l. which, us we 
sballsee afterward .. , was tho original soat oftbo Arisn 
family, was excluded in tho West, the word Ariana. 
used by the geographer must have boon meant dis­
tinctively for llama or " Iran," though Per&is itHelf 
seoms to JlIlve been put out of the enclosuro. Aria, 
as noticed by Aninn, was of itself not so extensive, 
and there muat have been aome confu~ion in the ter­
mioallines given. On the whole we believe that the 
Greek geographer intended to give the .Iranian tern­
to", of th~ time under tho name of Ariana, 

The omission of India will not, hnwever, affect the 
present inquiry after the Qrt'gmat home of tbe Aria.ns, 
whi('.h must, in any caso, bave beeo outside the limits 
of India.. The boundaries given by Eratosthenes 
may be regarded aa the limih! of the Iranian influ~noo, 
as the author ,Conceived it, in his own age. l(edia 
-bad proFlibly then ceased to be teckoned. Ariao, and. 
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the immigrntion to India was evidently unnoticed 
and unthought of by Greek writers. 

Before proceeding further, we feel it right to make 
a few observations suggested by the "Cwopio.n gates" 
88 among the boundaries oCtile Ariana of Eratostbenes. 
The Caspii, though living on tho boroers of Ariana, 
and otherwise an insignificant people, were, however, 
an integral portion of tho Arian Family. In their 
primitive state, thoy could sca rcel'y have been abso­
lutely an unimportant nation, when they gavo the 
nnme, with almost universal asseut, to the groat inland 
80a of Asia. Herodotus groups them twice in tho sa­
trapie8 of Darius, onco with the Pausicre, the Panti­
mathi, and tho Daritm in tho eleventh,' and again 
with tho Sncans in the fifteenth,' Somo learned 
critics were puzzled at this double grouping, and had 
suspelfleq the correctness of tho reading in reference 
to the latter satrapy. Tho Caspii of the eleventh' 
group they had no difficulty in referring to the peo­
ple after whom the Ca!lpinn Sea. wus called. Those 
oftha fifteenth satrapy, however, they conjectured to 
have boen either tho Casii or the Ca.spem, albeit 
both were people far too remote from the Persian 
empire, and f~om the nation with whom tlley were 
clnssed in the 15th slltrapy, to justify the probability 
of the conjecture. Prof. Rawlinson considers th"e­
more Eaatern Caapii as the original branch. of tbe 
Aria.n stock, and the Wast'6I'DS, who ha.d. given the 
name to the sea, as a colony from the Eaatel1l8. To 

--------- - . . 
• Herod. iii. 92. • H,~ iii. QJI. 
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UB, hDwever, the roverso lLPpoara probablo, as we shall 
aftcrwurds seo in duo course. 

That tho Caspii 'WIal'0 of the Arian stock appears 
from their very Ilame. "According to Pait (Etymolo. 
giflche Forschungen) that nama is "derived from the 
Old Persian 'u (which is tho Sanskrit IIU, the Zend .. , 
and the Greek n.) II good," and ar:pa, a H horse." 
Prof. Rawlinson, who cito;, the above in a. note,' ox­
presses a doubt whethf'r in such a caso a X instead of 
a " should not have been the initial ofCll8pii. 

A. )( might doulJtless havo been reasonably expected 
under the circumstances, for tho '" like tbo Latin c, is 
most floqucntly found to correspond to the Sauskrit 
palatial sibilaut 11: j but exaDlplos aro uot wanting of 
its answering to tho d{'ntal bibilant 'if also. The 
word t<>}ptJ~ is derived from )"jPVi for f( voico," which in 
,Sltll!okl it is .-.:, and the word is often u!lcd in ~o Rig 
Veda in a Ileraldie ;,onse, as ill I. xviii. I. Aud ~o 
Latin, el)m or con con:.talltly stands for tho Sanskrit 
sum or 8an . ~ 

Tho substitution of a non~a.~piratcd consonant for its 
corre~pondilIg aspirate is also frequcntly noticed among 
dialectic poculinrities in Greek, and therefore the 
ab;onco I1f the aspiratc ill tho word Caspii cannot viti­
ate the above etymology. Wo shall see presontly 
1hat an aspirato waa introduced in tho name Ly certain 
parties. 

----------------------
• Rawlinson'. H erod. iii. 1'>- 44'1. 

AI CQfllpkrW &lid ~ _Iact- and~. 
3 
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A curious story, fouod in the Rig Veda, gives fur­
ther confirmation to the above etymology, and point. 
to a closer connexioo of the CaApii with the Indian 
Ariana. There is a certain similarity of sound be. 
tween Caspia and Kaaiapa, which by a metatlzem may 
be considered as identical vocables. There is an 
Indian myth which makes K8:'iapa, a progenitor of 
huge nO:lioua auimal1l6, singularly corresponding to 
the classicaJ myth about the Caspian Sea producing 
similar specimens of animal ruom.trosity. 'I'bis, how­
ever, is a singlo coincidence of myths on which alone 
no hi&torical relianco can be placed. But there is al~o 
an Indian Pauranic legend that Ko.sidpa was t1lcfatlt.er 
of the 8un, and among synonyms of the BOlar luminary 
is a patronymic sigmlying a II son of KtlHiapa."7 

r:J.'his patronymic ib shll uscd in ceromonial obeisan­
ces to jle sun.' Now the RIg Veda relates an anecdote 
of a king, who W£l8 allioo a jatllcr ojthe 8UIl~ and his name 

• Rajah RadhaKant'/I &bdo EolplJ d,WlUI, IIU1UmnnZI!/I vanous 
1Ilgend.8, end IIlllkee K lt6.l1l1111. fatbe, of ftflrpentll by h,. WIfe Krodha­
VaD, of wdd ~aste. by SlI.Iama, of aquatic moneta"' by TInD, of 
nisIN by KaJru. D,OOorl.l& S,culue attnbuteB a Iuuular probtlo 
power to the CIlIIP'II.D Sea. "In that l1li11. are alud to be produced 
many serpent. of lmmeuse elze nnd fi8he~ of all kind. ",·fdely dll'Wr­
iIlg in oolor from tho!& of our country," x1'II.7li. 

t .... '"" ~"Ilf 1Jl'IJ;'i1l1 IIit'fIl 1 ~'f: V'IIm ~ 'II. 
tftr .""" .. 4l1t 8abda~Mt,-lIIaA6rnntla . 

• ...,II1l1iI1Jnt ~qq ~, 

-~ ri,"", ~'"" fic:'lPrt • 
.. I make o'beI8&D.Ge to the ..... ke: of day, the great luminary, 

brillIant like the Blbltalll, the IIOIl of .Kaa!ap&, the 6D6tDJ' of Ilark­
.... ud the a..&ro,fU' of IIli e.i.D." 
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is, according to Pott, etymologically identical with 
Caspa. The Pauranic legend and the Vedio rtoI'J 
may be fairly .I!Iupposed to refer to the BaJJ?6 individnal 
8S "father of the sun," and we shall now show hoW' 
this consideration tends to confirm that etymology, and 
to connect Kasiapa with the Caspians. 

The 15th mantra. of t~e Rig Veda, I. 61, reads thus; 
w, U iC!<;i(lliillliiii"T qii '1.~lI' I 
mri ~~ 'If ... ,,~. 

Rosen thus translate':! it: 
u ll1i utiquo istud compositum est humm laer{ficalf­

Uum carmCII, quod 11k elegit, nnus mnltao 0puUntiae 
dominus: Etasam, cum Surya, Suasvae filio, dimi. 
cantem, lihamina parantom, ndjuvit Indras." 

Sayans's commentary on the sarno is to the follow. 
ing elicct: 
. "The sccOjd hemistich refers to the fom>wing 
story. There was a king named SU8swa. He waa 
deHirous of having a son, and worshipped the SUD with 
a view thereto. The sun himself became his &on. 
With him a great Rishi named Etasa had a fight. 
That is here spoken of. This Indra, defying the sun 
who W&8 ihe son of Suaawa, protected the .Riehl of 
that name (Ewa), eminent for his libations of the 
soma."9 
, 

The word If Suaawa/' the name of the above kiDg, 

• 
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father of tho sunt is compounded of "su," 90()d, and 
"uwa," horse. The Zend 8p is always represented in 
the Sanskrit!>y Sttl, 8.8 viepa and uiswa, and <I aspa'· itself 
is well known to be synonymous with (/ Rswa." "Btl­
s8wa" it! therefore equivalent to "Buaspa," and by 
eliminating the u and $ubstituting C for S in Rowan­
izing the name "Suasps, fati!cr of the sun," we get 
(j Caspa," or the sarno that Pott's Etymology gives us. 
If we add to thi8 the legeml of Kasiapa already men. 
tioned, tho two characters mny bo fairly idelltified, and 
we ('an need no further apology for connecting the 
Csspii, or if we ruay Arianizc tho word, the Caspas, 
with our ancicnt Rishi KllSiapa. 

We may make bold to add that tho PUTanas appear 
to identify KaHiapa, Htill more circumstantially, with 
the Vedic character" Suuspa" or Kaspa.. Thoy re­
late the SAmo story with l'E;fcroncc to Ku;,;iapa'o which 

.. lrljU'lf ,ft.: itfrl .-.rq ~ • 

..: 11'1;"1 ~ li a:nI~fu ~T 1I1l 1 

~" .... ~.~~'>'I'infl 
,,,,,' ~ Q"~I 1I1l ..,..,.... U 

... ""~~~~! 
f~u..". W1I~ m: ,,~~: • . " """VJI .... ~ 1IJt1l1~"''!Jt I 
wfntfif 1IJ: 1(tn @<,.w",Qtlv«lr • 
lIil .... r:."~ fuJ ..... ~Tl 
~ .'i("'r.:..., ... fUlTfIr .....-rfl,.. 
~ 11 ~"" 'nri f'pp, 
~I •• q,ft""f(lfll ~11' .... 

·....,..~~~~~I 
~ ..... ~firr.h ... ' 

.1 Tha Bui, jp'lrtiAed, 'PU6 to Kwpa. .bote w., or aiD .. ad 
beeD.»UfK6d aw",: • A¥: & booo.' H&6I'iar JbeIe ,,~ of Ida, 
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rolates about SU9Spa-Vishnu.being only sub· 
for tho sun. Tltitlstory, again, is connected 
subjugation of Bali, nD 1/ Asura" or Iranian, 
AS!:Iyrinn, by mcan\ol of throe st.rides, tbus 

::~:;~:f Kasinpo.'s connection to the very neigh~ 
I of Caapia, where conflicts may be easily 
conceived to have taken.placo between (/ the dOV88," 
wlJO wpro chiefs of the future en.igl'ants to India'J and 
II tLo Al:;UTIlS" i. e. Ironia:l, or, more probably, Assy­
rian followers of Ahura Mazda. 

It must be remembered tho.t tho Vedic word Bali 
is different from tho ordinary Sanskrit ' ·Utlin," or 
BaH with a long t. And as the individual, indico.-­
ted by it in the Satapntha llrnhmana, is called an 
ABura, the mind is involuntalily led to the quarter 
where both thoso vocables are found like household 

Knsiapa, eOIl 01 ;\Iarlt..ili, rephed: Sinloe810rd, become the eon of 
Ad,u aIld UlJ&&lf. Sloyer of the Aenrll8, hecomo the younger bro­
ther ot Illdra." Rl1olnl1o!ll1oNa (.llulr', SI1oIl,J",t T~t" vol tv. p. 116. 

(Yi,elhlu 8ay. to Narada) " The great Asura lllili, tho e!.fong eon 
of VU'Olhana, shall bo HldlS!.fuctlble by all bemge, inLlnding goda, 
Aeumfl. IlJId RaXII8a8. He . hall OUit Sakra (Indra) from his killg. 
dom. WhllS tllO three world. have be<lQ tltkeu by .Hali, and the 
lord' of Slchi (!ndlll,) bM been put to flight, I sball be born. Q the 
twelve Aw.tyM, the II\)n of Kasiapa IWd Aditl." Man..bU'l1ot4 Bun­
',PMT;I1o, 

"80 when the Va.iwasvllta Dlanvantara 'll'U arrived, Vishnu waa: 
hom a. a dwarf, the Ion of Aditi and K~iapa By thiagr_t being 
afte!' he had conquem theee 1I'odo by three paeee, the diree wori_ 
"ere £i.-NIl to Ptnudan (IDdra), their enemy beiJlg d~"''' 
r .. ,. Pwr.1III L.!. W,l.rm', trarulMkm (Hwr'. 8AoU.rit te:r.Wo 
wl. tr. po Itt), 
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wordS. Barring pronouns and particles, no two worde 
occur 80 often in the Cuneiform Inscriptions, ,as 
".A.ssur biliya," or II AssUl' bil·ya," Aasur my lord.1I 

"Bili" comes evidently from Bel, which is found in 
the Inscriptions in the varying senses of II. flod, a king, 
a lord. U Bali" may be easily compared with either, 
and c1early appears to be an Assyrian prince. 

The 11 three 8trides" of Vishnu aro noticed in the 
Rig Veda, in language which clearly points to the place 
whence tbo Ariana commenced their migratory march 
to India, perhaps under the guida~ce of Vishnu him­
self. Tho H ymnist deprecates a return to tM 'JlJOf'ter 
of the .;"ldjrom wl'enee Vishnu made 'ju atart with hill 
three 8tridca. "May the gods save U8," says he, II from 
that place of the earth from whence Vishnu made hia 
start I Thrice did he take a step.'''~ 

We thus .find that an important branch of the Arian 
stock, noticed in the Vedas, ana connected with, if 
not descended from, a patriarch of great Indian cele­
brity, lived on the 8outh-western coasts of the great 
inland sea. of Asia, culled after their own llame. 'rho 
myth about Kl1!>iapa or Caspa, being father of the SUD. 

probably meant nothing more than that he had origina­
ted or patronized the worsbip, or peculiar glO1'iticatign, 
of the solar luminary in Asia.. PerhaI\8 this W&8 also 
the aooret of tbe India.n 60/ar dynasty of yore. 

.. Norria'. ~ Dictionary pp. 20, 40,45,86, 9&, ,96~ 118, 
161,164, 301, 424, 1541, 1189,620, 6911, '103. 

D Jri1 ~ ~ itT "ih ~1t1I'ii I miff: ~I" 
n~~ii~~~l ~~1 

:a. VedaI. t. D. 
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There is in the book of Ezra a curious reference to 
the place "Casiphia," which the Vulgate and the 
Syriac versions had ovidently identified with Caspia, 
each reading it Chasphia. "And I gathered them to­
gether to the river thnt runneth to Ahav~ j and there 
abode we in tents three days: ... And I sent them 
with commandment unto Iddo, the chief at the place 
Casiphia, and I told them what they should say unto 
Iddo, aud to his brethren the Nethinims, at the place 
Casiphia, that they ,should bring unto us ministers for 
the house of our God." (Ezra viii. 15, 11.) 

Many eminent authora have followod the same iden­
tification, but Jator scholars of equal or even greater 
weight have rejected that idea, booause Caspia is not 
in the direct route from Babyl,m to Jerusalem. They 
havo not, however, found any other placo or river cor­
responding to tho$e mentioned in Ezra. We do not 
know whether AlltlV~ can be the sarno as tho river 
Azaba (lfthe Cuneiform inscriptions. (Norris p. 22.) 

The argument for rejecting the identification sug­
~sted by the Vulgate and the Syriac versiODS is (1) 
that Ezra must have taken the direct route from Baby­
lon to Jerusalem, and (2) that as he had reached 
Ahava in- only niDe days from Babylon (vii. 9, viii. 
15, 31,),his halting stage must have been too far from 
~pia to allow a deputation to have travelled to and 
fr~ within three days. There is doubtless great force 
in this argument, but we are still not -quite satiafiad tit is conclusive a, again. t the above v.rsi .... 

n the tint place there is DO absolute neoesaity for 
'og \IitI E",\ went .traight ... y 10 Jeru..w. 
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without any detour for picking up stragglers or per-
80na who may have, hy eluding the vigilanoe of guards) 
escaped frolll captivity, to placca whioh mi.ght have 
been known to their own countrymen, though of course 
unknown to the officers of Babylon. The time tha.t 
Ezra took in his journey to Jorusalem would probably 
allow such detours. Tho question of a journey from 
Babylon to Ahava, and of a deputation from thence to 
<Jaapia and back, within three days, is undoubtedly 
bel!et with almost insuperable difficulties. Ezra, how­
ever, was not in want of money and other resow-ces 
for quick journeys, and we nro not satisfied that in 
the mouth of a Jew tIle word Buby Ion coulu never 
have a wider sense.than thl: hundred.gated city itsolf, 
especially as tho record of tho deereo of Cyrus, which 
Artaxerxcs renewed amI which Ezra was going to 
enforce, was" found at Achmq,thn (Ecbatana) in tho 
palace that is in the province of tho Medes." (Ezra 
vi. 2). A" llrovioco of Babylon" is also mentionod 
in vii. 16. 

But whother Casiphia stood fol' Caspia or not, whe­
thor its situation was nearor to Babylon than to the 
Caspian mountains, it is clear that the Vulgate and the 
Syriac identified it with Caspin, readillg it Cbasphia. 
'I'bis connnns ~t's etymology and supplios the dcsi. 
dera.tum of an aspirato folt by Professor Rawlinso . 
Supposing, howevor, that the idontification is wro K, 
and that thero was anothor placo called "Casiphi " 
within a moderato distanco from Babylon, the w ·d 
thereby assimilates with our Kasiapa still more close ~f 
'8.1l~ in either csse wo find two Q~er expreuiollS iD 
thA Rcriptural narrative corroborative of our view ot 
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Arian connexion, 8Outh~west of tbe Caspian. 'l"hue 
are the original Hebrew words, (1) for II mio.istef'l," 
and (2) for the name of tho chiof himself, H Iddo." 
They 80em to be both connected with Arian vocablea. 
The word for "ministers," is muaharalhim •• Radically 
it is jj sharath/' the II mu" and the" im" being lUIpec­

tively tho verbal prefix, and tbe plural afih, of the 
Hebrew gramDlar. Now" sharlltit" is the same as the 
Zend U zarath" (the initial element in ZlIroa.et.er'tI own 
namo), and tho Sanskrit" jarata" or "jurita," con .. 
"tantly used in the senlH) of a rJlluialtJr 0/ tlte CMrai 
sermce at the Altar.'~ 'l'llC Soptuagint renders :&In· 
sharatbim ~VTU; or I( biuger::." for tlle house of 
God, and the AtaLie version, (to uso tho words of ita 
Latin translator) iectores ad dOl/lll11i Dei ftwtri. The 
Vnlgate aud the Syriac both render it If ministel'8." 
And tho name for the chief If JdJo" is a remarkable 
cxpresbion hero. The name itsolf, as reprosented in 
tho Roman character, is not uncommon in Hebrew. 
But it is generally tspelt with 1m initial Am-once 
with a Yod, and once with a Yodfollowed by au Au.­
and thrico with a torlUinru AI,/,6 In the instance be­
foro Uij, however, it is spelt without any Ai" 01' Yod. 

• 
.. Profeaeof lias. Muller'. Indox to tho Ibg Veda give. Iia. 

toUoWlDg tm&rIlDC0S to p.MagOil whore" JtU:lta" OOOUMIID the Nom.. 
Sng. akin&, to lilly DOlIll!)g of 1I0Il othercMelJ and nUQlbort. I,; 38,"; 
4.6,12,63,2,165,14, UJ 1i2,1i; IV 17,9, V. 36, 3,4141, I; 
vrn. ... 28;X 6,( IOO,6,Ilj 142,1. All t.b._",ewe J'dei 
4r OunfllY-. 
, '" 1 Kingei,.. 14.; 1 Cbron. ,.i, 6.2 Cluon. :u.rii. 21, Zeo. i. 
~,';.ra.,liVl.H. 

4 
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Its initial is only an Alifwith a hiruck, representing 
a simple voeBI i, without any guttural or semivowel, 
and being ~aetly equivalent to the Sanskrit i. And 
If Iddo," thus f:lpeIt, stands probably for II Indo," on 
the same prineipl<' all which H Hoddu" stands indis.­
putably for" Hondu" (El>tbcr i. 1). Now (j Indo" is 
certainly an Arian and a llrnhminicR.l n~mc, whether 
we compare it with II Indu" (lUoon) or II Indra," ill 

which (according to the Satapatha Brdllmana) the,. ja 
an arbitrary interpolation.1T "This breath whieh is 
in themidl:!t is Indra. He by hil:! might kindled theso 
breaths in tho midst: inusmuch as ho kindled them, 
be is the kindler (ludhn). 'I'bey call Indha " Indra." 
imperoeptibly [paroka/lam]' for the gods love that 
which is imp~rceptible. (Dr. MlIlr'a trumlatiou, Sa1la. 
krit Texta, vol. iv., p. 20.) 

We have already Seen that the name" Sttaswa" 
(Zendice SUQ,PO or rather Ruaapa ) etymologically 
corresponds with II Caspa." 'Ve must now add that 
the same character is celebratod in the Khordah. 
Avesta in the following terms: "The Fravasbi oftbe 
pure DVfUpa praiso we.'IIB And tho !:lame vocable is 
alao in the Rig Voda constantly used as an adjective, 
or attributive, in the sense of c01lnected wit/" or po88e884d 
0,1 good lwr8(,8, and applied to gods, Risbis, men, and 
things. 
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We often find in its pages well_horaed e"ari~u, "ell­
lwraeQ moo, UJelt.lwracd Indrn, woU-/wraed Rishis, 1t141~ 

/wraed Agni. 'P We also find pious meo praying for ffJ4U. 
/wr8ed sons.to Sometimes, again, the word is II Suaa­
wis." corresronding exactly with CG8pia, in the 
sarno or a similar senso. We have Bua8wia weaUn, 
8!t(J8wia IOOm, 8/laBUlia hQ(m8.21 In one place wo actually 
have If suaswiasindhu" or CaB}ia Sca.w, Sayann makes 
it. a II river rich in horses/' but tho word (j aindhu'" 
also stands for a 8ea.~· Its llrescnt signification is 

•• Rig V. h-. 45 Speaking of tho chariOlt of tho Aswiu" the h,mniet 
s8ye: l:::'Il' .. ~ .. -rn l1T"IIftII' I "Itie w£lU.bono<! and undIlC8yiDg," 
R. V. J 17_2 ~ _Uifit"or I If'I"Vr ~.: .-in fnc "I,f ..... 'f4 I 
.. The car that i~ 8wifter than thoug-Ilt Ilnd fl' f'll-horffll &0." 

Rig-V,i. 8·J-611"f4l": w.' "No 0110, o Indra, ill wc!J· 1Ior,Nl like 
th&e" F 1!'t: ~"I """"'~""II Rig V ada iv. 42. oS "Lot wtll-lumw 4eroN 
eagerYir a ftght folio .... me." 

Rig V. iv. 29-2 "in "iT ~~: "Indra who is tc~ll.Af1T"Ii. 
feBriOSll &0." R V. v. 33. 3 ~ ~ ~ ..-..: "0 lord lllo!ha, 
wtll.lIorud thyself, thOlU tighl.cnllet tLe r~iu~." 

Rig V. v. 6,5.2 flrv: "We (RisLI!, eons 01 Atri) being 1MlJ. 
h",-lf6d." 

Rig Y. iv. 2. 4 rit 'lll;V" 0 Agni, thou being .OCll·ltvrll l, tc." 
.. Rig V. "ri, 33.1 ~-.:J ill ." ...... '"'~"'"5 ",'ij'tl(fll~ 0 

~ra. giTO·11II auch a aon " as, Laing ;'or~1d hiroaelf, may ov&rOO~e 
a troop of hol't6ll aud overthrow all adverse opponente.'· .. 

... Rig V. ii. 1_5 JIIIt/tl"fWT ~ ...a ff thou shalt grant ... e1I­
horsed boone." 

• Rig V. :I. 75·8 .-.t ~ .~ ~ "th e 8uuwe Bin~n &<I. 

- Bil V. :1:. 4.3-7 ~;~.1/1[1J"~"('t,.,~ 
...t. 

"Whea the lOme Iiqu01'Il flow into Indra like.&ten iuto Ute 
eea w oana). i1lto alal.:e k" 
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almost exclusively a. tea or ocean. Its primary meaD­
ing in the Voda is jWwing water, and, as it applies to 
8. river, because it is a stream, 80 it is applicable to a. 
Ilea beoouse of its tidal risc under the influenco of the 
moon," II Suaswa. sindhu" may therefore stand for 
the Caspian sea, or a river of the name of SiDdoll 
which falls into the CU8piall.~~ 

•• Rilr V. ix. SG. 19 ~HI."'I!i1"'I!:T ~"'.rho mOOD is the caU8e 
of the Howing of watore." 

.. Tho I'rCI!()JlCIl of" Sinuicu~" nnd soooe other maritime places 
hoaring Bimilllr Dames bpyoml tho Caspinn nnd on the EuxillO has 
boen noticed by hiatarianl!. B"nu givoR in l,is Cla~s ical AtiM a 
rivor "Sindollo" ftllling iuw tho Caspian. Tho A""yrian inscrip­
tions al'" inform us of n city lliudnuu on tho hanks oftlio Ell.Jlhl'llt08, 
Norris's A~syrill.u Dictionary, pp. :H(; t ud 434. We likewise read of 
a Hayanu, II()n of GIL'Lbar, who WWl Lhiolf of "IIiIlUau" noor the 
Euphrawa. Ibid, p. 417. 



CElAPTER II. 

Ariana' Original Settlement, Vcr/if' PalimQIlY, A88!Jrian 
I nacnpliQlI8. 

Pl'Of'ooding no\V with our inquiry into the primitive 
sea.t of the Arian family . the pratnrt o/taa 6 S the Rig 
Veda calls it, the first difficulty which stares us in tho 
face is the obscurity in which its <:nrIy history is snva· 
loped. The 13rabmins and the Iran ians w(>ro for a long 
period the only guardians of Arinn honor and dignity 
in Asia. Doth were, doubtless, races up to any effort 
requiring intellectual vigour and activity . llut liiatory 
or Chronology had never been a fuvourito study with 
either. The Que considered it undignified to write 
anything but verso and poetry, and tbe other dis. 
dained to instruct posterity except through tLe puzzles 
ofC,neifortn Inscriptions. History ~a8 thus left to the 
tende:rmercies of Poetry nnd Sculpture. And each of 
these chroniclers of events had on it shackles, hard to 
be borne, jn the discharge of its office, so far 88 it-ro­
lrated to the imtruction of posterity. Poetry W88 

~und by the dictum which declared its very life to 
~nsiat in II rasat which meansjlavow. Unleas (acta 
'are tbern.ae1ves flat·orOUl or ,c}~atiQtm', the historian-
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poet must be between two fir08. He must supply both 
truth and flavou r, or be Ulust forfeit bis character fOJ 
tho consolidated office. But departures from truth 
cannot be quickly discovorod. Like travellers' tale! 
they may pass muster for the moment. Evon where 
ground is found for sUl>picion, tho process of dotec· 
tion is tardy. Want offluvour on the other hand ie 
perceived ,'natal/ter. It is a ~cIl8atkJII, and the operation 
follo w~ iwmcdiatcly on tho presentation of the objoct. 
The conviction of the offOlJdcr Lccomcs simultaneou~ 

with the commission of tIle offence. The historian­
poct, like most other men, provides against the evil 
of tho moment, and l CdYCIi his character for truthful­
ncss to the contingencies and chanccs of the fut ure. 
JIo scasons 0. smnll modicum of truth with a libcraU 
dose of 8pic.1I inycntiollS. 

And IUS to the CUlleiform inscription.~, they can ani 
give detached kl:lsons-isolatod bits of facts-and thes 
ogain Illay remain veilcd for nges, secure from th 
pry ing lookl:l ofpostcrity, liko IIl!cms of purest ray,' 
and pearls of the highcst value, which repose undis 
turbod in" the dark unfathomed caves of oceans,' 
Posterity's fruition of thorn lUust be dependent 0 
sheer chance or l!iky ycntu1'o. . 

To add to the mlsfo1'tuncs of A1'chreology, the Drah 
mius, us descendants of Arian emigrants, bad from th 
beginning so isolated themselves from II Ariana," as 
have lost aU sympathy for their cousins in Asia, in 
very short space of time. They did indeed for 80m 

time l'OOognize them as guaai-brQther8, (B.)ratrivl/fSj, btl 
they 800n turned that endearing vocable into a term 
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of reproach, and it became subsequently a word for 
an cnemy.' 

Consanguinity or any connection with Asiatic 
Arians or Iranians was in tho end altogether ignored. 
It is difficult to form a c1eu,r conception of the causes 
which induced such an unac('ounbblc Q!:.trangemcnt. 
Thero 'nre no formal records Oll the subject. Noithor 
the Brahmins nor tho Iranians ha'\'"o given any con­
secutivo narratives of their qUllrrel. Thoy hnd no 
Thucydides on either bide to eh roUlc1o their differences, 
or to prescI vc a record of their eventful conflic ts from 
tho oblivious eif('f,ts of t ime. It i~ ollly from glimpses 
of light which inciden tly bhoot forth through the pugos 
of tho Vedas and the Zond Avc'lta that wo arc n.blo to 
form any idea on the bubj('("t. Compnl;ng the notes 
of the!.8 two sct~ of tluthOlitics, tho r e::.poctivo sacred 
books of tho two branches of Asia's g rcat family, we 
are led to the inferenco that both partics originally 
recognized the same objects of wOl ship, viz. the SUD, 

• ~111': This word literally meaDII ... qU/I.SJ.vrothor, a stop brother. 
a brother.in.law, or a first COUijiU, Just U /lnt"flgo mellWl a 
qUUl.fllther, an uncle. The followllIg paH811go SIIO"8 bow tbis 

""ord 1l'as Ullej in the Vedas' '[!'Ill! ; ~t "IIU(IIAlIllI"'tlrM\'111#f 

~1IrT'OIfW 'V U'VI.if I T,mtfga·maAd.BrJ6marr<l .01 i. p. 106. 

The commentator II") ~: 1['"" ~'If1Il r~Ji'IT" ~"'I -ri' "'1,(101111-
JI'T1I,!: "'1f«*I," I1"11l fln:.,W'll'" ~iI: I ?I'.~iinsfll 'ij! ~ 1[1I'1ft 

n 1nn ~ 1IT'f'IF1j~" ..... "'1firJJrl:li'tJ ... fitJltl"" nfir I The 
iuowing it a .consolidated uana1~tlon of the Vedic . erae and itt 
OOQlllleDtary. "By thie UOJ'lfieial bymn the devaa had, aioretime, 
overcoma the Aeur&& (AUJ'rian.1) Therofore wha.tever otber aacri· 
-&er a.u. ~ft\iPII by m&aua of the 88llle, he alia OTercomee that 
i.aeamatioD of eio., the Bhratrivya, a (qualli.blothtlr) i. 8. fLtI "'lUIm,.. 
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Fire nnd tho elements of Nature. What the exact 
import of that worship was we cannot con6dent1y 
declare, hu.t whatever the theological cbaracter of their 
aderation might have been, neither condPomned the 
otber for it-both allowed aTld practil>Cd it. Both also 
theoretically allowed the priruith'c institution of Sacri­
fices, though, probably, they differed widely &8 to the 
modo of conducting them. 

Tho distinctiyo feature of tho Zoroastrian doctrine 
of two eternal principles of Good {(nd Evil respectively, 
appears in the Snored R{'cords of both. "Ahum­
mazda," which in tho Zcnd AVf'sto. wa!> often abhro­
viatcd iutu the hiruple iuitial ., Ahum," aud " Allghro 
mainyust were also acknowledged in the Rig Veda. 
Varuna, to whom tho snmo sOli of crcativo agency is 
attributed whi('h the Vcndidad ascribed to "Ormuzd," 
is, in the 24th Sukta of tho first Mandai, addresscd as 
the emilumtlu wise" Asum" (Zendice Ahura), and An­
gllTO-mainyus, the principle of Evil, appenrsin the same 
HYDln under the style of" Nir-riti.1l which is synony­
mous with bi", ZU1Hlic uppcllation. "Nir-riti" literaUy 
means ttn-rigktcou" and is, according to Sayana, equi-• valent to·, l'apa-devata" or the deit!! of 8in. ~ But 
notwithstandiug all these coincidencos (of faitJl, it 
appears tbat the two parties could not agree on tho 
mode of conducting tllCir sncri6ccs. 'I'be seccding 
party, which cmigrll.ted to Iudia., seems to have been 

.-.t fc ~ .. ,"~~ ~t" q>IIIIr~ I 
~~~~1ili~1I':~~1 
~~ rilIl ~.tf. ~ W1Ilf1t r 
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opposed to the teaching of Zoroaster, lUI it was main. 
tained by his successors, and hurled defiance against 
those who contemplated itt! forciblo im,pobitioll on 
their beli(>f or practice. 

The secedcrs were, however, as zealous Fire·worship. 
pers at tho time of tho separation, as tbe general bulk 
of the' Arians whom they left behind in Central Asia, 
and who wero subsequently stigmatized by the Maho· 
metans as Gcbcra and Alll$/t..parasta. 'fhe Vedas 
declare that Fire was as much an object of adoration 
with fI modern" nibhis (i. c. probably, tho post.immi. 
gration separatists) as with tho" allcients" beforo the 
separation.' 

Indeed the Iranian and Indiau brnnchcs vied with 
each other in doing hOllor to Agni. . Both claimed him 
as their own divine herald or COJtt)C1Icr. The ono hOll' 
oured him 8S tho son of the supreme Ahum m.u:dao," 
tho other as t/lcir ekclcd ditlme ItCrtt/d cQ/lversant with all 
tldn9a.~ llot~ contended also for the monopoly of the 

• ~l('l .il:fil' .f,,~r lUf:r"" t R. V I. 1,2 • • 
• The Fire, the lion of AhUID. Mazda, we proi~e, tho pure lord 

of purity, Dleeck it 22. "MeaBCngcr of Ahura Yazdu. ia NarJo 
!;flN&Ii," (Ii lame of Fire). Vendid~ Forg. xu:, 11 2., 

• ..m:t p t~ '\Tlff'i m iio;;~ I 
"We elect Agni, our horo.ld aud convener, conversant With all 

thiDge." Rig V&d. i. 12.1. .. ~-"l!ayL'!beOfll1Cf1Wr'," i.1310, 
.Agni 'Wualao hanolll'tld on the OM hand by thtRig. V..,." th' 

.av.l of the earth" 'II'1f1Kftr vflq-.rll i. 69-2, and on the" hand 
bJ &he Zlnld ATolIIta at "the navel of the Kinge." BleoeIi; -iii, f4&, 

5 
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Sun as their especial object of adoration.6 Tho same 
rivalry may be inferred with referenco to IndrsJ

7 whom 
the Iranian!} also worshi.pped under tbe title of Vero­
th.hna. But the Indian branch, it would secm, 
declined to acknowledge a common !furu or spiritual 

• ~T'IID: ll'11''If' "IIl1J1t t 'If ","f~;ij .~"" , "fl' ~: '6'lI~ I 
.' Tho Dovas a.nd AsurO$ were fighting. They were di~l'utjng" 

"bout Krlitya. [End, l'llrty d .. ;ming u,,~ divill,ly for iuC\l, hI) the 
l'OUlIlHlUtater eX£llo.in.a it.) The dovn~ WOIl JllW." 1i.ulllr!!Ja lJlI1h· 
AIIona. 

~~ .~Tf~~ 'III'T1l~ ~T ~lrl( t 
"'rho Dev!UI and A"In8SJ di~l)uttld uLont Aditya. Tilo Devtu; 

lI'on him." Tum/!la Jfal"i ih"tihmtJ"u, p. Z1Ii . 
• Indl'n is eo wull known us the provn;]ing god of the Vodna 

that \\'0 need not cite Illpro than one sontence in "hicl, ilLo authors 
eJ:pr_ their dcsiHI of monopoliLlug him. "M OJ he ho ours only" 
-..n~1i:'If"': Rig. Yoda i. 7, 10. 

And in tho Z~nd, n 'Wholo "Yosht" with 63]'llrflgrapht it de· 
Toted te the glorification of Verothrnghnna. A ft;w lIentelleCI:! will 

luffic8 hbro: "'Vho among tho hOllveuly Y IlZatMs is the I;est ILrnlcd I' 
Then answered Ahura Mazi.la, "Vercthr!l.ghna, creat.od by Ahura, 
o boly ZaratllfllBtm." 

.. Vi'irilthraghna, created by Ah"urR, praiee we; the worker or man­
hood, the worker of death, the worker of continntUJce; who standll 
of himself, 8vorb by himaeJf. To him oB'ered the pure Zarlltbu.etN., 
in tho mind of V~rilt.hragbnn, in tho epooch of V~r~thr!lghno, in 
the aet of Vilril~hraghna, in tilo aaying of Vi'irl!tbraghua, in tbe 
IUlIWOrs of Yo'lrilthraghna. ' 

.. To him gaYIi "liriitbraghna, created by Ahura, thll fonntain 01 
riehl, strength of anns, health of the whole body, thriving of th. 
,,11018 body and strength of eight 118 KarO-.m~yo poue!11lI it, ",ho 
11 nn.dy:e water, who ill RlLflha, the {&r.te.atep.over, deep, CIt 

1hon~ (doep), baa (&ach) water dwp of the . iu 01.. hair 
(al"~I) in Illind." IJIMl: iii. 106, 



OIUP. 11.) VEDIO TESTI¥O!(Y. 36 

preceptor. The Brahmins rocognized the seniority of 
some" Aaura guru." or Iranian proooptor, but they re­
fused to submit to the doctrino of Zoroaster. 

1'ho seniority which tllO Indians accordod to .tho 
preceptors of tho A8uras appears from the very 8000nd 
verso of the Rig Veda, already cited. If Agni W88 

an object of JaudatioD with tho anciont Rishis IlJld ill 
80 with the moderns too." Tho Ie anci~nts" could 
be no other than the pre-emigration sages, Siayana 
8ays in hiM commentary on tho passage in queation : 
" This Agni WLlS nn object of l.lud, ~tion or praillo with 
tho ancients, llamely, with 13hrig'u, Angiras, nnd 
other rti~hi8.n~ Now Bhri!;u Wil~ 'by uniycr~u.l Indian 
tradition reputed the fathor of Sul..rIl., prcceptor 0/ ABU­
ral, who wo." otherwiso dcscribotl by tho pn.tron ymicR 
U Ullann" and" 13harguvu," tho hOllorific ,. K nvi" 
(sago), and tho stellar du.tiuotion II Venll8"-he being 
still held in Indian astronomy aK the regent of Veil us. 
'rho Vedic Tlllana is douhtlci!8 cOllueeted with tho 
Zcndie pR.triarch "UII," thus noticed in the Ya'rna 
XXIX. (I This one is known to me here, who alono 
heard our preecllts: Zclrnthu1!tra, the Holy, ho asks 
from Us, Mnzda and Ashll, atIsi~tanco for announcing, 
I will mo.1Ioe bim skilful of sJlocch," (l31eeck ii. p.84) 
Ho·is called Kavi Usa in tll(' Bahram Yust. It is 
probably he that is also extolled in the Khordah. 
Avesta under the names of U~·nomo and UQnaka. 
It The FravB.llhi of the pure UfYi·nemo and Ufltd;. 
praise we" (Bleeck iii. 96). And in the word II Bbar. 

~ 
• ~flp ''''"'''_ roof< ._, y.. , •• , .... 
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gava," cahily contracted into" Bbargao," we may de­
tect tbo first element of the word" Farg-ard," the 
name given to the Chapters of the Vendidad. H Farg" 
mUlit have' the same relation to If Farg.ard" that 
"Visp" has to " Vi8p-crd," and" Farg" may be easily 
identifiod with II llhargao." In the absence, as far 0.8 

we know, of a botter derivation of "Fargard," we 
cannot help referring it to "Bhnrgao/' tLe "gutn" of 
tbe AsuraH. 

tiut from somo cnuse wllich wo cannot divino at this 
distance of time, tho Indian Ariana refused to submit 
to tllO doctrine ot ZUl'OD.bte>r's teachcrship, which was 
sought to bo impobcd on them, probably by forco of 
arm8. 

We cannot say with allY confidenco or precision 
who Zoroa"tm'" pairon, hearing the name "Vistaspa" 
in tho ZC!H.l AVC .. tll, was. It appears that bo was a 
zealous promoter of his prophetical protege's doctrine. 
The PCl'SiOllS identify this Vil>taspa ·(whom they can 
Gustnspa), the patron of Zoroaster, with Hystaspcs, 
tbe fatl,or of king Darius. It i8 true enough that 
Darius himself spells his father's name" VisbtaSIJa" 
in the cuneiform inscriptions of Bchistan.o But OUI.' 

difficulty in accepting this tradition CODSiats in tile 
mention of the same namo in the Rig Veda. 1'0 
suppose that tbe Rig Veda wns written alter the age 
of Darius H ystu.spes would be preposterous. We are 
therefore driven to the conclusion that the Vistaspa 
of the Zenda A vesta, the promoter of the Zoroaste--

u • 

• RII~ lin&OIJ.', H"erodollU, vol. ii, p. 490. 
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nan doctrine, must have been a more ancient cbarac.. 
ter, different from the father of Da.rius. And if Gil&­
taspa be another form of the name of Vistaspa, the 
Assyrian inscriptions would favour tho idea ~ a 
more ancient cha;racter of that nama. We have a 
" Kustaspi/' a chief of Comukha who paid tribute to 
T,$wtllpilc8cr.'o This would be in the 8th century 
before Christ. If such a name. there wa&, some two 
hundred years anterior to Dariu!!, ther~ can be no 
difficulty in supposing the existence of 0. third person 
of the same name, still moro ancient, who migllt 
correspond with the age of tho Hig Vcdn!>, and with 
tho cilameter noticed in the Zend A vesta. As a 
promoter of tho Zoron,terian doctrine, he would doubt. 
less, after tho fashion of Oriental prinecs, and, oven of 
Occidcntal ptinces too a few centuries ago, seek to 
impose it on the populace by moans of the sword. But 
the scceding Arians hurldd defiance at him and refused 
submission. "What can IsMal:!wa", said tllCY, " What 
can Ishtnrasmi, rulers of tho world as they are, do 
against our protocting- mcn ?'''I That Ishtaswa was 
the same as the Vistnspa of the Zend A vasta, no one 
will dispute, especially as we learn from Dr. Hyde that 
the name WWI sometimes written with a !/a ( "r-~) 
instead of a wau. 

Whatever the actual points of difference may have 
ooen, the parties became very much embitterod against 
each other. The Brahmins reviled. the "Asur8s," or 

>. Np' Aasyrle,n Dictionary, {I 628. 
OJ ilrfnAI u<Fqi)t o['Il'PI~ .. iI ~1{' llig, Veda i. 12i.18. 
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, ohiefs ofthe Iranians, and the Iranians railed at It tho 
devIlS" or chiefs of the Brahmins. Doubtloss tho In­
dian branch was the most intellectual of the Asiatic 
Aliao stock, while those whom the separatists left be­
hind wero, on tho other hand , conspicuous for courage 
and physical strength. The Iranians warned their fol. 
lowers against the gucrilln warfare of the devus. 'l.'ho 
InMans were always betraying signs of anxiety and 
panic nt tbo 8ul'l'rior strength of then adversaries, 
and were, as fugitives, longing for a settled habitation 
:nd dwelling. 

The Zcnd A vesta calls upon its followers to stand fast 
to their faith, and beware of sudden attacks from the 
Devn.s. II Everyone, both men und women, ought 
to.day to choose his creed (between the Devos a.nd the 
Abura religion). Yo otr.spring of rCllowned anccstors, 
awako to agree with u~ (i. c. to approve of my lore, to 
be delivered to you at this momcnt)." 

" You cannot belong to both of them: Onc of tho 
Devas, against whom we arc fighting, might overtake 
you, when in dclibcrutioll (wiJat faith you are to em_ 
brace) whispering you to chooso the naught mind.JlIQ 

Tbo Indians, on the other hand, as the Rig Veda. 
itself shows, were invoking thoir chiefs not to leave 
them in the lurch, but join thorn in thitJ lalld ~/Jwjn6 
lacrijicu." Indra was especiaJ1y accostod to abandon 

I. Bng'e Etiaarl, p. 142 . 
.. • 1(1 ~ ~rrit tiT'::..-r q I Rig. V. i. 1:1. 10. On 1hi. 

Bay.n. u,. " , ~1If1I'"i.it I 

.. 0 thou ilIUIllin.t.ing pUI'ifier hring the Devu hore [to t4ia 
land of !.he wol'tlhip of Dena.]" 



CHAP. II.~ VEDIC TESTIIIONY. 39 

tboir H pristine habitation," and come to the multi. 
tude of 88.crificers awaiting his commands, and looking 
for his protection, with the same fooling of allegianco 
and nffection with which, in former days and in t~ir 
original settlement, thoy had called him father.IIL' 
Hi .. followors appear at times to have boon somewhat 
uneasy about his pers('v('rnnce aud firmbes8, and 
offered to proviaiOlt /tim fhem.8cives. They besought 
him to give up parley with ol/ltr people, paBsing them 
over. They wore cOllstnut.Iy praying that Agni miglJi 
be ablo ~, to conduct the DeVil!! here," and that Indra, 
as he had~inod the Asurn Vritra of yorc (probably an, 
Assyrian character, real or imaginary) for whicli he 
WfUI honourcd in the Zend Avestn ns "Verethrnghna," 
would likewise arm himself ag,linst all " Vritras," or 
foos of Dcvas, and overcome their tricks by counter 
strategies, 
---- - -------

1r1:T1{Vf1J'I' fSlll'ilfllJl'ft" 'S~q 1 Ibid I. 13. 3. 
Again say. Snyalla t;'I', ~~~ii: I 
"I in'l'lte the b(jlo'l'(jd Narlhanaa (Fire) to this sacrifice hOrG 

[ in thi~ land of tho wouhip of Dovas]." 
,. ~ 'lI...wori"t '!ri uronl'l" 1If"i f 

11 ~ 'l.~ Nl'fT" I Rig Veda 1. 30. 9. 
1'i lIlT ... ~1{ "If'If1Ir1If~: ...,....WT. R. V. I. 4. 9. 
Vr ill ""4fir ......... ~ I Ibid I. 4. 3. 
~ 1rlftffllli IJ4QIfI"lfd(11 Ibid I . II. 7. 

"I (jail back our heroic man (Indra) from 0tU' pri.tine home 
whom i . e., tbee (0 !ndrll) in day. of yore 1 IISW to M'OOst Out fa­
thv and protector." 

"We provieion thee, the warrior, in war:' 
.. Do IIOt parlll1l1"iili otb.rII, paaaiDg over nB. Dome t;o lUI." 
.. 0 lndra, thou killedBt Suahna, the crafty (AJura) by (C011DWl') 

etrltelflirul." 
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How long tho encounter lasted, it is impoil8ible to 
say, but it appears that when they settled down in 
their respcJ!tivo loca.lities of Contral Asia and India, 
the Iranians found sufficient occupation in martial 
conflicts with their immediate neighbours and with 
nations morc to the West, while the Brahmins kept 
themselves resolutely within the confines of India, 
and solcoouly prohibited even tours and pleasuro ox· 
cursions beyond the Indus. Their jealousy of uny 
wther intercourse with their trans-Indus brethren 
W!lS paro.llel, in history, only with that of J eroboam 
for any inter-communication between the ten revolted 
tribes and tho two that continued faithful to the hOllSI3 

of David. Like the Jews and Samaritans) the Brah. 
mins and Iranians exchldcd each othcr from all social 
relations, so tJJ:1t even n cup of cold water would noi. 
ther be offerod nor accepted between thcmselvCl!. 

Tho Brahmins woro desirous of considering tllGDl' 

selves as dead to the Iranians, and the Iranians to 
themselves. Hence they formally recorded nothing 
about the ancient exploits or Ildv(lnturcs of their fore· 
fathers in Central Asia. They seem even to have 
abstained from teaching their children the former 
history of their own race, which they were'blanifc,tly 
desirous of obliterating from humau memory. 

But notwithstanding the efforts of the Indian Arians 
to isola.te themselves within the well denned and 
almost inaooeJaible boundaries of their new habitatiouJ 

they-oould not, as lovers of learning, be .80 Vandalic 111 

to destroy records. Nor could they obliterate, £rqm 
'the tabJets of their own memory. the hymns and ode8 
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which they bad delighted to aing and chant 88 religioua 
exercises. True it is, that they were anxious to ignore 
all traus-Indus events, and to put on the.appearanoo 
of" autochthones" in India. But learning and letten 
prove dangerous accompaniments whon tho ohject is to 
suppress information. You cannot conceal Jive coaJs 
within your handkerchief, 110r can tho refulgenco of 
&rMwati be so completely secreted as that no streaks 
of light should at all escupe. The ~rians ho.d too 
much intellectual activity to drop at onco into a staft 
ofmentalstagnation. Nor was.o time of a forced 
omigration from one's If pristino borne," replete with 
a thousand pleasing IU!sociations, favourablo for active 
intellects to remain dormant and torpid, or to submit, 
without a. struggle or murmur, to a coorccd bunish. 
ment from the la.nd ofthOlr birth. The authors of tho 
Vedas could not under such circumstancos COIl$O from 
thinking, cogitating, chanting, and reciting. And 
they would lloc6bsarily think, cogitate, chant, and recite 
those things in which thcy had taken pleasure since 
their infancy. The human mind lovell to dwell on 
past ideas, imbibed with a mothor's milk. It cannot 
dismiB8 them summarily. Tho Indian Ariana were 
no 4lxceptfbn to this rule. Wo find accordingly that 
at the very time when their al.'D8e of injl1ry wu the 
strongest agaj.nst their brethren in Ariana., when they 
seem to have renounced their allegiance to tho;re.. 
preeentatives of Ahura M a.zda, they involuntarily gave 
utteranco w e%prossion. and ideas, onoo dear to them, 
wbioh,notwithetanding all efforts, they could not forget 
origooro. Th. word.A ..... (or Ah .... s...".,;1izod) 

6 
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which became in n vory short time!l vocable for wicked 
spirits, and 'Was practically identified in India with 
ADghro_Mainyus, expressivo of the fulness of evil com. 
bined with lnwless strength, 8ti1l retained a. solemn 
reverence which their minds could not rellounce by & 

sudden revulsion. 'l'hey knew that " Asura" did not 
menn an evil spirit, that it was a title of distinction. 
Qorresponding to tho idea of a H lord," find applied 
equally to gods and heroes. It WIl$ applied to one 
that was lately their common divinity," AllllrnMazda," 
or the great A81/.m. 'l'hcy wore now desirolls of pro. 
faning tho term ngainst thoir inmost conviction. 
'l'hey knew that the term was connected with thei~ 
own ideas of sanctity alld dignity, and that it implied 
nothing unholy or unmanly. And they were spell­
bound by their own mimI'!. An old writer had given 
the epithet of l"Jilalctlwl; ". to the human soul. It is a 
knoer of truth, and although a false tongue will often 
give utterance to an untruth, yot tho mind can never 
turn 8uch a traitor to itself, as to thl/II. that to bo true 
which it knows to be false. And what a man decided. 
ly thin'" to he right and true) will often (lsca}>e hill 
lips in spite of himself. We find a striking illustra_ 
tion of thlS in tho Indian Arian's easo. H~ had ba<ln 
driven from homo by differences with hisCcntralAsiatic 
br.ethrcn. Ho was under a bitter SODsa of unmerited 
injury and wrong) suffered at thair hands. He bad deter­
mined to cut them altogether, with aU their principles, 
ceremonies, and religious terminology. And yet we 

.. Bimpliciue ill.b.i.e eOIDmolltuy 011 Arietotle k Anima. 
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find him involuntarily applying to his own DaTos and 
loaders, in his exile, the vC'ry term of respect a.nd rever­
ence to which ho was accustomed in Arill;na.. Indra, 
}jis highest objO<'t of reverence, is himself involfpd aa 
'I A8ura."'~ "Thou, 0 Indra. art king, do thou and 
all the godSl)roooct mell. Do thou, 0 Asura., savo us.') 
Varuna also it. bimilarly addrc.':>l;od: II Remaining 
with us, do thou, 0 illu'>trious alHl eminently wi.J;e 
Asura, ab/jo]vo tLo sillS we Illwe com":lJittcd."'T The 
exiles wished for tho protectioll of Vu,runa. TllOY 
wished him "to remain" with them in their u.aw 
habitatioll, and they involuntarily aceo.':>tcd him with 
tho time-honoured titlo, which tiLey wore impelled 
io believo 'would be mo:.t accoptable to him. We also 
lind the lIaruta, Mitra, TWU8tl'i, Pl'ujapati, Agni~ 

Vayu, Suraswah, Pushu., Su\'itri, P,ujunia, tlimilarly 
acco~tetl or spoken of ft5 A \u}"G\ .'~ Mitra and Varuna, 
tlgaiu, frequcntly linkeJ in tim Vcda all 90ds in the 
JU1d, nro aho somctimclIlillkcJ n~a~U1·tllt.'Q Tho term 

If 1IIf1 ~ q ~ ~ 't~1 ~~ 'Il"11U( 1III"1Itq~ R,g VOUIt. I 174.1. 
Tho kim" AlIu.:rIl." 1& ul~ npllbed to Iml.ta in L M. 3, vm. 90. 6, 

1. S5.", 96. 11; 99; 2, 12, 105,11 
" -'11' it iiT lI''I'''I! 'JIiirftl"l' ~i~1f~ ~cfIl: , 
~ ri'1fI 'tmlilftfu' f.-IIII(: lUffA' . BIg Vooa I. j4, H. 
Varuna ill a}eo called A. eura in n. 27. 10; 28. 7. IV. 63. I. . , 
I. l'hl,l HllfUts aM uJlod Aaufa~ In i. 64. 2 'I'wutri iu i. J to. 8. 

Prajapa.ti ill x 10.2. Agni iu v. 12·1 ; Hi. I ,27 I Saf!\$VaU °ill 

TiL 96. t ~ ~1111 Va..yu In v. 4-2 1 PllfJhn in v. 61. 11. 
Savitti ill .... 49. 2. Parjnuia in v. 63. 3, 7; 83. 6. 

.. ~ ~ fifm~~,,"''' "~r~ I RigVedaYii. 
16.2 • 

• ,. ~~ ~ WI "It f'41ft: ~"""": I w.. 6S. Z. • 
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Amra is ruso soJemnly appJied to the Creator of the 
Heavens and the earth, and the Supreme Governor of 
aU world!:. Wo havo already cited a passage to that 
effect, and we shall add another here still moro 're­
markable. " 'rho all·knowing Asura established tho 
Heavens llud fixed tho limits of the earth. He 8at as 
tho supreme Ruler of all worlUs. Those were the 
works of Vamna." w Notwithstanding the rider about 
Vttruna, tho author's mind hero wns evidently con· 
templatiug tho Zoroastrian di vinity Ahura Mazda. 
The Hall-knowing Asul'a" may bo considered 8.6 a 
translation of" Ahura Mazdn" itself, the labt word is 
doubtless tllO Zond vocahle for tho SanRcrit " Maliat." 
In the Zend " zota" for Sanscrit "hota/' II Azis') for 
U Ahi,ll If Azemll for" Aham,ll II zemakall for II hema­
ka,ll If 2or" for " hirnn," (!lold), wo detcct the rulo of 
the Sanscrit h being tro.n~litel'atcd by z in the Zend. 
And therefore II mazd" iii tho same as manat. But tho 
sarno word appears to represcnt II magus" also, which 

~ ~~ .-..n ~1(~ I vili. 25, 4. 
The titlee "Ag~ a.mong DilvaB," "D&vu aud Asu!'M," o.nd as 

in i . IS 1. 1. v. 41. 3. 'Celestial A81lflUl" were liko the adjective Aaura 
in the 6el18O of Illrongae inv. 12. 1 ; 27. 1, p<lrhllpSllpiHticallyuaed 
to bHak the fall of tho term "Aeura" £rom. a ,IJcred to a dia80lieal .-.. Rig Veda viii. 4.2 1 ~.-Q f;rric.T ~1i'lw ~ 

"""" , .~<f\.l ~1f1Ilfir ''If, .. '1'1~~~ I Again in x. 117,1 
t.he word Awr; is Ilpplied 10 tho Supreme Being 6, whou "flt8f'" 
.".. tllflUNmu inJi- 1M un6 ohttJin /I -mal ~f)ff ~ IN,1Ift #II ij 

'M .i"M'SI1CeI'II achMJlly withi,. tAn,. kuu: .., t'''.''~'' 1IT~ 
~~1f1m~' 
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signifies knowledge and wisdom. "Mazda" acCOrd4 
ing1y stnnds both for greatness and knowJedge, and 
Ahura Mazda :i.8 aptly represented lJere by If tbe all .. 
knowing Asura, who sat as the supremo ruler of all 
worlds." 

These considerations tend to prove that tho AfiELD 
ancestors of the Brahmins migrated to India from ra.­
gioDs where Zoroaster's doctrine WItS the rule of human 
faith. Tho Vedic hymns we have already cited, 
thcmsolves show that tho minds of thoir authors were 
80 saturated with tho principles of that system, that at 
the very tilDe, r.l.nd in tho very records, in which they 
contemplated the foundation of a.nothor and a different 
body of divinity, ideas and sentiments found utterance, 
positively o.t variance with their main object. We 
have in tho same Vcda tho sacrificial ministers and 
hymnists themselves called Asuras,·L find the very 
hyrunists agoin invoking tho destruction of AsurllS.ft 

We have almost all tho Vcdic gods worshipped, honour­
ed and prayed unto under that titlo, and yet we find 
the samo gods meditating tho slaughter of Aauras, aDd 
compla.cently described 0.8 huving a~omplished their 
purpose." The identical mandala or the Rig Veda 

.' Rig V. i. l08. 6 'fI~ 'lI~" ~ 'f'1If'rii,q itriT .. ,,~1h ~ J __ • 

"Thia.llOmA baa boon offorsd by our prieete (Aeuru)." 

• ii. 30 ......... it lfl!~1! full "roT~. ~ I "Piuoe. 
o Brihupati. 'With thy burning thunderbolt the 10M or the Awn. 
covering the gate." 

• ':1.68. "1(~~ro~~u -.fif~ ..... ( "IahlU 
.0W' neUe t.b.1It principal £onnul. bl ..-hieb the g<.lda alldmJ..:tf may 
ovtrihr01lt the Aauru." 
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which attributed the creatioo of the heavens and earth 
to the" all-knowing Asura," denied the divinity of 
tIle AsurtlSj and posted them as impious RaksbBlla8.'a 
The very cbief god of the Veda, the hope and refuge 
of tho Ariall emigrants, Illdta himself, is, in numerous 
llymns, worshipped und [l.cco~tcd as an Asura, and, 
fth"l1in, in other hymns, is complimented as tho H de.. 
strayer of Vritras; ])asyus, enelllies and Asuras," his 
dll:zzling brilliance bciug fixed in the air as tho 80J!U' 

lum illary.~~ This tissue of inconsistcncies shows a 
strango mcntn.l conflict muong' tho Arians when they 
soparatcd from tllOir bl'ctlm!ll in Contral Asia. 

One psychological explanation of that mental phe-

x. 1S7. 4. '-':r'1I' ~i .. ~~~r ~ ... ,,""~"rllW I "Wh(>n the 
gada rotU11l011llficl sinuglJtoliug tho ASlll'tI~, tlum tlmy nJnintailled 
thoir position ns gollll." 

~. viii. 9G. 9 ~~IiIfflT "IIIi~ .~ .. ~." m 'IIi" .. " ""'~ I 
"ThOT('fi)ro, 0 COII~IIWOl of the ROIllII , IUQW ,lolVn the ul\(I,rwoll un .. 
godly A~lIra8 by moans orthy di8CIl$." 

viii. 97. 1 -.r -.c.- w. ~ ~T ql-~: I "Euthroned ill hCM'ou, 
all the wCIIlth 'yQI. hn;o gut, (yon lu,ve oMliinod by killing) the­
A8uro.e {or mighty %kl;hUl!lls)" 80 Sayaun intorpret:<! it. 

.. ): 170, 2 fiAI~ll:fi "']1JI"1J1ltli .~~I"~ ~1If"ci~ I 

.fwq, ~T ~""1i ~mj ~, 1J1fIII .... lch • 

"A grent 8u!lor-o"ooll:nt light \\ luch glvoth sntisfyiug (Qoitwu 
produced and placad in tl,o ujllwldllT of the .firm:lDlont (the 8un) 
which WI\.! j\4<llf inde8truet.iblo but WlU! tho destroyer of foel, the 
dHtroyer of Vritrll, the extermina.tor of Duyu!, the deltcoyer of 
AeUJ"ne, tho d6lltroyor of om .. mios" 

vi. 22. 4 .. ~: r .... ar ~ f;f\(1 "Q"1Q!J1f ~s.:(1ft 1 
110 lodra, thou deetl"01$l' of AllIIn:. the SO:w-go of thy t-, thou 

that art invoked bylllAllY IIUld J~ly Olldowed with wealth. WbM 
ah.are in aacri.iioe. whll.t food ill appropriated to lbeo." 
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rlomenon tl11ly, however, be collocted from tho Vedas 
and tbe Zend Avcsta thomselves. Indm had evid~Dtly 
left an impression on tho Iranio.n mind, scarl}ely fainter 
thail his stamp on the emigrant Ariun. In the Zend 
AYcsta, hc is at the snmo time hoth worshipped as a.n 
archangel, as llu hat armed amflug tlle Yllzataa, find also 
condemned as a Deva. He wo.s worshipped as tho 
Destroyer of Vritra, and repudiated as a demon. Wo 
ha.ve already given a concise specimon. of tho onco· 
ruiumspassed on him ill tho 'I Bahram Yasht," compQ&. 
ed especially in commelTlorution of tho triumphs of 
"Vcrethraghlla," orstayo1' of Vritra. And yet overy 
trueZoroasterian had. to protest against him by saying, 
II I combat Indra." (Bl~tck's ZrllJ A II/Mta i, 93.) In 
tho Indian Scrfpturo'J, however, \" ritra is himsclf called 
an Asutl1,-an ungouly demon, who mct at the hands of 
Indra U wall-merited destruction. 'l'hi~" Asul'a" could 
not have beoll Ull Iranian chief, opposed cxclubively to 
tho sccf'ding Arians. lIo must }llH'C Locn a common 
enemy of the wholo Arinn family of Asia, or both 
branches would not llllve clumted songs of congratu­
lation on his death. His title or s~name of Asuro. 
was probably an ethnic designation, and it naturally 
1eacV: to the inference that ho was an AlI8yrian. 
Conflicts between Assyrians and Arians uro conceiv~ 
able in themsclves, Rnd ho.vc actually beon recorded 
both in History and tne ZClld Avcsta. An Assyrian 
~pedition against Arian regions uudor NiDUS is men­
tioned by Justin and Iliodorus, and the Zond it.oll 
represents Ie tLe snake Dahaka," askwg a boon fr01l1 
Ardvi-sura in the r~gion of Bawri (Babylon), that. ,he 
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might desolnte II the seven Karcavares" or the whole 
of A,riann. The Rig Veda appears to identify If the 
soake DaMka" with Vritrll, describing him as 0. 

"snake," and a " D3.811/' which is aynonymou8 with 
"Dahaka," each having 'the same meaning as the 
" Abaddon" or (( Apollyoll" of the Apocalypse.>'6 Asura 
its(>lf, ns un ethnic ll)llJcl1ative, naturally points to 
Assyria. 

Vritra is said to have restrained tlle waters, and 
Indra to have released the same by destroying him. 
Tbo nati\'o commentator Sayana construes it as an 
allegory, expressive of a liberal shower of rain, by 

.. The Abnn Yo.~ht lIays : "To horolfered tho Snake D.Mka with 
throo jl'lWIJ, in tho rcgloll of B~Hvri. II. huudred TIlalo hor6e11, II 

t.bOUNlnd ooWII, tan tboU6o,nJ 8mall catllo. Thon prayed he her 
for this farol: Grant mo, 0 good, most profitablo Anhi.~ura, 81'0t~ 
leB!, that r ml\y mnko tllO soven KUrllSVD.reS ompty of 0100." Dloock 
ni. 34. Aud tho Rig Veda t1.tlle d08eribC!! thll fall of V rl!ra : 

~n ~?rf1t~"iU~ 11. 1!(~ ~ I 

• • • 
.,.~ lIIIIa'tliiillf(II:41Itt1 1I.m1AJT~ "'~ • 
~t ~fir: ~ ~'t '3""'" ""' ~111l.:·_ 

• • • 
'<"'f(J"'n"''''\~~''''.I''nl ...mfncT 1IIIfTlf: ~ 1fT1I: I pig Veda I. 

32,2,1,11. " 
"He (Indra) IItruck the serpent Hpoeing in tho mountain. 

butri mads fo:r him a brilliant thnndorbolt. Without f&et ~d 
hudt he had challenged Indra, who diacharged his thunderbolt at 
his bead like the BUDlmit or a mountain. 

Like -.n 4ttpotent penon aJJooting thB appearance of .. 'iauro* 
maIl, he 4ropped, crippled ill mAD, a limb. The ".we ~ by 
tM DMtoyer (DNa), .. ...-pent; had remt.ined gilt up like tlte 
OOWIl bJ l'uiI." 



CHAP. n.J ASSYRUN INSCRIPTIONS. (9 

the action of thunder and lightning on the clouds. 
Thi8 would be no explanation, however, of the en­
comiums lavished on Verethrnghna in. the Zend 
A vesta) and the frequent doxologies in the Rig Veda 
to the honor aDd glory of Vritro.ha. It is possible tllat 
Vritra might have attempted against an Arian town 
(but foiled by Indra) what Cyrus afterwards succcss­
fully accomplished ngainst Babylon, by turning tho 
waters of the Euphrates iuto an artificial channel and 
causing a ford for his army to effect tho capture ,of 
the city. 

Dut whetllCr tho story bo a veritablo narrative, 
or an allcgory, the consentient ideas, of tho Iranian 
and Indian Ariana on the !'ubject become a great fact, 
on wbich may bo fairly based any psychological 
considerations, explanatory of thoirnotion of (I Ahura" 
or II Asura." Can it be doubted that when tho Ariana 
from the plains or table lands of Central Asia gave 
utterance to the word "Ahura" or (( Asura," in the 
palmy days of tho As.:.yrian empire, that they would 
tllercby mean eithcr a nati ve of Assyria, or a recog­
nized prince, chief, or noble of that empire? In other 
words, the vocable (j Asura" passing the Arian's lips 
mwlt, at tM time and placo just mentioned, hnve stood 
for the identical idea8 which the Cuneiform Inscrip­
tions disclose. 

Now Asura, we have seen, is found as a. household 
word in the InscriptioDIl. We have tdready referred to 
BOme of the numerous pla.ces where it occurs in the sense 
of ({ Asur, my lord. '1 We Iball now add that the dif­
ferent sensei in which the )Vord "Auur" i3 'Used in 

7 
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the Inscriptions correspond almost exactly with the 
various senscs which it has in the Rig Veda, ba ... ring 
only the det!unciatory notions, subsoquently occasioned 
in Indio. by tho schism botween the Iranians aud 
Indians. 

In the Inscriptions tho word indicates, in the first 
place, a god, a great god, and the king of the gods, 
thus: 

II In llonour of Assur, king of gods and of tho 
gods of Assyria all of them, in goodness of hco.lth 
(and) joy of heart, may tributo much, (and) (.Ilenty 
stored, in it for ovor accumulate."n 

"In that day I olevated tho hearts oCthe great gods, 
()f Asaur and the sun· god, &c."1!iI 

"In honour of Assur {and) Istar, great deities, my 
lords."!lV 

"The power of Assur, of Istar, and of tho great 
gods, &c.' "'' 

" AiiSUt and Istar his prayers shaH hear."31 
H tUs~ Qnd btar thy prayers Rho.ll hear.)l3~ 
Tho use of Asura in this same scnse in the Rig 

Veda wo have already noticed, and as those <liviDities 

.. Norrie'll AlI8yrillo. Diotionary, pp. 40S and 46S," loa kibid 
AIIUr,.r iIi u ill A.teu:-ki,. .. ali·IlIUIU, &c., 

.. "lo.a 10mme III1.lIla adlullabbut iIi rabi III.Aaaur u 8amu, k" 
1"/1 p. 648. 

o. "Iunbid A.utu Iatar ill l'II.bbi bili·a." ni4, po (86 . 
.. "Danan .A.MIlI" lItat- va ili rabi blli--,...... Ibid, p. 2~6. 
ft, " A.ur va let:N iqribi ... iaiBilnu." Ibid, P. 191 • 
.. .. Aau " II iqribi-M" Ibid, p. Wi. 
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1lad wives, 80 the AHlU' diyinities o£ the Cawoifotal 
Inscriptions had also 'iHElIl hwiie&. 

"Before Ninkit, mother of the great ~~ chee:e'D 
wife of AilBur. ''''' 

II Ninkit (?) wife of Bm (?}, mother of the- gn'lat 

gods."" 
(j For tho sake of tho temple of" .... the groat 

exalted wife of As&ur my LMd,'''l-
"Tho great goJda8a wife of Jlc1."16-
We cannot readily see why tucri) should hare bee .. 

some hesitation in translating the two last In6Cl'iptions 
88 they stand in the O'I'igiual. In tho former we have 
" bit Ninkit birte ...... AKur" tlHJ l«JUI#1 of Ninkit toife 

0/ Aaur, nnd in the Jattel' (albeit marked with a 
query) U Ninkit hirti tiel," JtTjrJdt ill. wife of &1. 
'fho hesitation was probably owing to two names. 
being gi.ven as husoonds of Niukit. nut it a.ppeal'S 
H Bel" and" Asut" were names 01' surnnm.<!S of thesame 
divine individual, and tht-'t'ofore we need not blush 
at the idea of an act of pol!J"ndria conunittod byNiuki •. 

We have made numerous references to pa8flGges. 
eontaining the words "AI!6Il1' my Lord" in a divine 
aense. We sha.ll here add a few other cita.tions on the 
aigltificaWln, attBChod to the term, of (l prince, a DO· 
bleman, and an Assyrian . 

•• • , Mahar Niukit wnmi ill rab. .!.Ilrtu uuamtl hut" Norru' .. 
Aifyrifl1J ]),d*_" p. 4M. 
~ ''-NiDkit hirt.i BGl um. ill rabi" 16,4 ~.f. . 
.. "An. ,...t\lhll.$ bll NiD~t !line :rabl6 namaddi ..t.Ut bfI..,a." 

1,,",801. 
.. If !{~t (1) bir\i. Bel.'1 111 .. p. 14&. 
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U The decrees of Assur, the lord (and) prince, my 
Lord." 

"The m.igbty weapons which Ahliur the lord- furn­
ished me." 

II To the cnpture of MuzuT, AssuT Ow Lord urged 
me."3'1 

U ABsur" appears almost invariably witJl a douJ.ile 8 
in tho English trnnblatioll, but it frl'qucotly occurs in 
thA ongind .. ,;th U oinglo horizont,ll anuw, and is 
Romnnizcd with a bingle 8. Such ib the case with the 
pU8!"agO labt cited, lIotwitlistUIlJillg the double 8 in tho 
Ellglulh vClsion. Four moro c)"ulll.pics, whore tho 
originals huvo hut QUP 8, will sullic(' here:-

"Mighty son of AS'Iur·daynu." 
U Dy tho high power of Assul' Dl y Lord." 
1/ 'Vhom ASllur ...... to t1JC goycrnmout of the land 

of Assyria (Mat Awr) visorou:.ly pl'Oclllimed him." 
If lie 1J(u) subJucd thocllcmic~ uf Aosur."I>. 
AI:l8Ul' or Asur stood 0.100 for the Absyri:lU empire 

and its capital. 
"Who Padi their kiug') holding the creed and ser. 

vjce of Assyria, had expelled/' (p. IS). 
U The mon of Assyria", (p. 73). 
"Plantations in Assyria I established." '(Mat ,48ur, 

p. ~88). 
II Buildings in the extent of all Assyria) I co.used 

construct, (ina naplwr A8ur gaMi l'U8arkia~p. 392).)) 

Of Ibid, pp. 70f, li68, 616. "Ana wad Muzri 4IU,. bUu, &0." 
•• Ibid,pp 678,679, 18'i. "Aplu bnu "'.4~.yan." "In. 

cnuqi zhate '" 4IU,. bili.ya." "Sa Anlr •• • ,all. Apt'" mat Ani?' 
kinit illbu ... u." .. lTaauqitu gini An". ... 


