
14 HI TORY OF THE E GLISH PEOPLE CHAP. 

SM:. II Richborough would be natural enough. But the after-current of 
:r,;; events serve to show that the ch0ic of this landing-place wa the 

ENCL1SH • 

CONQUJlST result of a settled de ign. Between the Briton anJ hi hireling 
~ soldiers there could be little trust. Quarters in Thanet would sati fy 
S77 the fo11o\ er of Henge t, who still lay in ight of their fellow-pirates 

in the Channel, and who felt themselve secured against the treachery 
which had so often proved fatal to the barbarian by the broad inlet 
which parted their camp from the ~ainland. or was the choice 
less satisfactory to the provincial, trembling- and, as the event 
proved, justly trembling-lest in his zeal against the Pict he had 

The 
Eng!ish 
Attack 

RIClIDOROUGH'. 

introduced an even fiercer foe into Britain. Hi!> dangerous allies 
were cooped up in a corner f the land, and parted from it by a 
sc:a-channel which was guarded by the !>trongest fortresses of the 
coast. 

The need of such precautions was seen in the disput which 
arose as soon as the work for which the mercenaries had been 
hired was done. The Pict were hardly scattered to the winds in a 
great battle when danger came from the Jutes themselves. Their 
numbers probably grew fast as the news of the settlement spread 
among the pirates in the Channel, and with t • increase of their • 
number must have grown the difficulty of supplying rations and 
pay. The dispute which rose over these questions was at last 
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closed by Hengest's men with a threat of war. The threat, how- SEC. II 

ever, as we have seen, was no easy one to carry out. Right across TUB 
., ENGLISH 

their path in any attack upon Britain stretched the inlet of sea that CoNQUB ... 

parted Thahet from the mainland, a strait which was then travers- ~2 
577 able only at low water by a long and dangerous ford, and guarded 

at either mouth by the fortresses of Richborough and Reculver. 
The channel of the Medway, with the forest of the Weald bending 
round it from the south, furnished another line of defence in the 
rear, while strongholds on the sites of our Canterbury and Rochester 
guarded the road to L0ndon ; and all around lay the soldiers placed 
at the command of the Count of the Saxon Shore, to hold the 
coast against the barbarian. Great however as the<;e difficulties 
were, they failed to check the sudden onset of the Jutes. The 
inlet seems to have been eros ed, the coast-road to London seized, 
bef9re any force could be collected to oppo e the English advance ; 
and it was only when they passed the Swale and looked to their 
right over the potteries whose refuse still strews the mudbanks 
of Upchurch, that their march seems to have swerved abruptly to 
the south. The guarded walls of Rochester probably forced them to 
turn southwards along the ridge of low hills which forms the east-
ern boundary of the Medway valley. Their way led them through 
a district full of memories of a past which had even then faded 
from the minds of men; for the hill-slope which they traversed 
were the grave-ground of a vanished race, and scattered among 
the boulders that strewed the ground rose the cromlechs and huge 
barrow of the dead. One mighty relic survives in the monument 
~ow called Kit's Coty House, which had been linked in old day 
by an avpnue of huge tones to a burial-ground near Addington. 
[t was from a teep knoll on which the grey weather-beaten stones 
of this monument are reared that the view of their fir t battle-
field would break on the Engli h warrior ; and a lane which still 
lead down from it through peaceful homesteads would guide 
them acros the ford which ha left its name in the little village of 
Aylesford. The Chronicle of the conquering people tells nothing 
of the ru h that may have carried the ford, or of the fight that 

• went struggling up through the village. It only tell that Horsa 
fell in the moment of victory; and the flint-heap of Horsted, 
which has long preserved his name, and was held in after-time 
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to mark hi grave, is thus the earliest of those monuments of 
English valour of which Westminster is the last and nobl st shrine. 

• The victory of Aylesford did m re than give' East Kent to the 
English; it struck the key-note of the whole English conquest 
of Britain. The massacre which followed the battle indicated at 
once the mercile s nature of the struggle which had begun. While 
the wealthier Kentish landowners fled in panic over ea, the poorer 
Britons took refuge in hill and forest till hunger drove them from 
their lurking-places to be cut down or enslaved by their conquerors. 

KIT' S COTY HOUSE. 

It was in vain that some sought sh~lter within the wall<; of their 
churches; for the rage of the English seems to have burned 
fiercest against the clergy. The priests were slain at the altar, the 
churches fired, the peasants driven by the flames to fling themselves 
0:1 a ring of pitiless steel. It is a picture such as this which 
di;;tinguishes the conquest of Britain from that of the other 
provinces of Rome. The conquest of Gaul by the Frank, or of 
Italy by the Lombard, proved little more than a forcible ettlement • 
of the one or the other among tributary subjects who were destined 
in a long course of ages to absorb their conquerors. French is the 
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tongue, not of the Frank j but of the Gaul whom he overcame; and 
the fair hait of the Lombard is now all but unknown in Lombardy. 
But the English conquest for a hundred and fifty years was a sheer 
dispossession and driving back of the people whom the English 
conquered. In the world-wide struggle between Rome and the 
German invaders no land was so stubbornly fought for or so hardly 
won. The conquest of Britain was indeed only partly wrought out 

. after two centuries of bitter warfare. But it was just through the 
long and merciless nature of the struggle that of all the German 
conquests this proved the most thorough and complete. So far as 
the English sword in these earlier days reached, Britain became 
England, a lanu, that is, not of Britons, but of Englishmen. It is 
possible that a few of the vanquished pe?ple may have lingered as 
slaves round the homesteads of their English conquerors, and a few 
of their household words (if these were not brought in at a later 
time) mingled oddly with the Engli h tongue. But doubtful ex
ceptions such as these leave the main facts untouched. When the 
steady progress of Engli h conquest was stayed for a while by civil 
wars a century and a half after Aylesford, the Briton had dis
appeared from half of the land which had been his own, and the 
tongue, the religion, the laws of his English conqueror reigned 
without rival from Essex to the Peak of Derbyshire and the 
mouth of the Severn, and frum the Briti h Channel to the Firth of 
Forth. 
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Aylesford, however, was but the first step in this career of Conquest 

conquest. How stubborn the conte t was may be seen from the ~~:~: 
fact that it took sixty years to complete the conquest of Southern Sh()re 

BritaiQ alone. It was twenty years before Kent itself was won. 457 

After a second defeat at the passage of the Cray, the Britons 
"forsook Kent-land and fled with much fear to London;" but the 
ground was soon won back again, and it was not until 465 that 
a series of petty conflicts made way for a deci ive struggle at 
Wippedstleet. Here however the overthrow was so terrible that all 
hope of saving the bulk of .Kent seems to have been abandoned, 
and it wa only on its southerrt shore that the Briton held their 
ground. Eight years later the 'long contest was over, and with the 
fall of Lymne, whose broken wall look from the slope to which 
they cling over the great fiat of Romney Marsh, the work of the 
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-- --- ------
first conqueror wa" done. But the greed of plunder drew fresh 
war-bands from the G 1'I'11an co st. New invaders, drawn from 
among the axon tribes that I y between the <" be and the Rhine, 
were seen in 477, only four year " lat r, pushin slowly along the 
strip of land which lay westward of Kent between the Weald and 
the sea. Nowhere has the physical a pect of the cOllntry been 
more utterly changed. The va t sheet of scrub, woodland, and 

waste which then bore the name of the Andredsweald ' tretched 
for more than a hundred miles from the bordp.rs of Kent to the 
Hampshire Downs, extending northward almo. t to th~ Thame. , 
and leaving only a thin strip of coa ,t along its southern edge. This 
coast wa guarded by a great fortress which occupied the !>pot now 
called Pevensey, the future landing-place of the Norman Conqueror. 
The fall of this fortress of Anderida in 491 e tablished the kingdom 
of the South-Saxons; "JElle and Cissa," ran the pitiless record of 
the conquerors, "beset Anderida, and slew all that were therein, 
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nor was there afterward one Briton left." Another tribe of Saxons 
was at the'same time conquering on the other side of Kent, to the 
north of the estuary of the Thames, and had founded the settlement 
of the East- axons, as these warriors came to be called, in. the valleys 
of the Colne and the tour. To the northward of the Stour, the 
work of conquest was taken up by the third of the tribe whom we 
have s en dwelling in their German homeland, whose name was 
destined to ab orb that of Saxon or Jute, and to stamp itself on the 
land they WOl). These were the Engle, or Englishmen. Their 
first descents seem to have fallen on the great district which wa,s 
cut off from the rest of Britain by the Wash and the Fens and long 
reaches of forest, the later East Anglia, where the conquerors 
'ettled as the orth-folk and the outh-folk, names still pre erved 
to us in the modern c unties. With this ettlement the first stage 
in the conquest was complete. By the clo e of the fifth century the 
whole coast of Britain, from the \Vash to outhampton Water, was 
in the hand of the invaders. As yet, however, the enemy had 
touched little more than the coa t ; great masses of woodland or of 
fen still prisoned the Engle\ the Saxon, and the Jute alike within 
narrow limits. But the ixth century can hardly have been long 
begun when each f the tw peoples who had done the main work 
of c nqul; t opened a fresh attack n the flanks of the tract they 
had won. On its northern flank the Engle appeared in the e tuaries 
of the Forth and of the Humber. On it westt:rn flank, the axons 
appeared in the 'outhampton ' ater. 

The true conque. t of outhern Britain was reserved for a fresh 
band of ax n , a tribe who'e older name wa that of the Gewi sas, 
but who w re to be more widel}' known as the We t- axons. 
Landing we tward of th strip of coast which had been won by the 
war-band' of .tElle, they struggled under erdic and ynric up 
from outhamptcJn \Vater in 495 to the great down where 
Winche ter offered 0 nt.h a prize. Five thousand Briton fell in 
a fight which pel1ed th c untry to the e invader, and a fre b 
victory at harford in 519 et the crown of the \Ve t- axons on the 
head of Cerdic. We know little of the incidents of the e con
quests; nor do we know why at this juncture they eem to have 
been suddenly interrupted. But it is certain that a victory f the 
Britons at Mount Badon in the year 5-0 checked the progres of 
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the West- axons, and was followed by a long pause in their 
advance' for thirty year the great belt of woodland which then 
curved round from Dor et to th~ valley of the Thames eems to 
have barred the way of the a ailants. What finally broke their 
inaction we cannot tell. \ e only know th t Cynric, whom 
Cerdjc' death left king of the West-Saxons, a ain took up the 
work of invasion by a new advance in 552. The capture of the 
hill-fort of Old arum threw open the reache of th(" Wiltshire 
Down ; and pushing northward to a new battle at Barbury Hill, 
they completed the conquest of the Marlborough Downs. From 
the bare uplands the invaders turned ~a tward to the richer valleys 
of our Berk hire and after a battle with the Kenti h men at 
\ imbledon, the land south of the Thames which JlOW forms our · 

urrey was added to their dominions. The road along the Thames 
was however barred to them, for the district round L ndon eem 
to have been already won and coJonized by the ast-Saxon. But 
a march.of their King Cuthwulf made them rna ters in 571 f th 
di tricts which now form Oxfordshire and uckinghamshire; and 
a few years later they swooped from the Wilt hire uplands on the 
rich prey that lay along the evern. Gloucester, Cirencester, and 
Bath, cities which had leagued under their Briti h kings to 1 ist 
this onset, became the spoil of a Saxon victory at Deorham in 577 
and the line of the great western river lay open to the arms of th 

583 conquerors. Under a new king, Cea\ lin, the \Ve t-Saxon 
penetrated to the borders of hester, and riconium, a town 
beside the W ekin, recently again brought to light, went up in 
flames. A British poet sings piteously the death- ong of Uriconium. 
"the white town in the valley," the town of white stone gleaming 
among the green woodland, the hall of its chieftain left "without 
fire, without light, without songs," the silence broken only by the 
eagle's scream, "the eagle who has swallowed fr ::.h drink, heart's 
blood of Kyndylan the fair.' The raid, however, was repulsed, 
and the blow proved fatal to the p<"wer of Wessex. Though 
the West-Saxons were destined in the end to win the ovcrlord
ship over every English people, their time had not come yet, 
and the leadership of the English race was to fall, for nearly' a 
century to come, to the tribe of invaders whose fortunes we have 
now to follow. 
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Rivers were the natural inlets by which th northern pirates 
everywhere made their way into the heart of Europe. III Britain 
the fort res of London barred thc:ir way along the Thame from its 
mouth, and drove them as we have seen, to an advance along the 
southern coa t and over the downs of Wiltshire, before reaching its 
upper waters. But the rivers which united in the estuary of the 
Humber led like open highways into the heart of Britain. and it 
wa by this inlet that the great mass of the im'aders penetrated 
into the interior· of the island. Like the invaders of East Anglia, 
they were of the English tribe from Sleswick. As the torm fell 
in the opening of the sixth century on. the Wolds f Lincolnshir 
that stretch outhward from the Humber, the ::onquerors who 
settled in the deserted country \vere kno\vn a the (( Lindi \vara," or ", 
" dweller about Lindum." A part of the warriors who had entered 
the Humber, turned southward by the forest of Elmet which 
covered the district around Leeds,-followed the course of the Trent. 
Tho e who occupied the wooded country between the T rent and 
the Humber took from their po ition the name of Southumbrians. 
A econd division, advancing along the curve of the former river 
and creeping down the line of its tributary, the Soar, till they 

C.550 reached Leice ter, became known as the Middle- ngli sh. Th 
mar hes of the Fen country were settled by tribe known a the 
Gyrwa. The head waters of the Trent were the seat of those 
invaders who penetrated furthest to the west, and camped r und 
Lichfield and Repton. This countr), became the borderland 
between Englishmen and Britons, and the settlers bore the name 
of "Mercians," men, that is, of the March or border. \Ve know 
hardly anything of this conquest of Mid-Britain, and little m re of 
the conquest of the north. Under the Romans, political power had 
centred in the vast district between the Humb r and the Forth. 
York had been the capital of Britain and the eat of the Roman 
prefect ; and tQe bulk of the garrison maintained in the island lay 
cantoned along the Roman wall. Sign~ of wealth and prosperity 
appeared everywhere; cities rose beneath the shelter of the Roman 
camps; villas of British landowners studded the vale of the Ou~ 
and the far-off uplands of the Tweed, where the shepherd trusted 
for security against Pictish marauders to the terr r of the Roman 
name. This district was assailed at once from the north and from 
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the south. A part of the invading force which entered the 
Humber marched over the Yorkshire wolds to found a kingdom, 
which w~s known as that of the Deiri, in the fen of Holderness 
and on the chalk downs eastward of York. But they were soon 
drawn onwards, and after a struggle of which we know nothing 
York, like its neighhour cities, lay a desolate ruin, while the 
conquerors spread northward, slaying and burning along the valley 
of the Ou e. Meanwhile the pirates had appeared in the Forth, 
and won their way along the Tweed; Ida and the men of fifty 
keels which followed him reared the capital of the northernmost 
kingdom of the English, that of Bernicia, on the rock of Bam
borough, and won their way slowly along the coast against a 
stubborn resistance which formed the theme of British songs. The 
strife between the kingdoms of Deira and Bernicia for supremacy 
in the North was closed by their being uniter ; under king 1Ethelric 
of Bernicia; and from this union was formed a new kingdom, the 
kingdom of Northumbria. 

It Wa::. this century of conquest by the English race which really 
made Britain England. In our anxiety to know more of our 
fathers, we listen to the monotonous plaint of Gildas, the one writer 
whom Britain has left us, with a strange disappointment. Gildas 
had een the invasion of the pirate hosts, and it is to him we owe 
our knowledge of the con que t of K . nt. But we look in vain to 
his book for any account of the life or settlement of the English 
conquerors. Across the border of the new England that was 
growing up along the southern shores of Britain, Gildas gives us 
but a glimpse-doubtless he had ,but a glimpse himself-6f for
saken walls, of shrines polluted by heathen impiety. His silence 
and his ignorance mark the character of the struggle. No Briti h 
neck had . a yet bowed before the English invader, no British pen 
was to record his conquest. A century after their landing the 
English are still known ttl their Briti h foes only as "barbarians," 
"wolves," "dogs,"" whelps from the kennel of barbari. m," , hateful 
to ('.rOd and man." Their victorie seemed victories of the power 
.of evil, chastisements of a divine justice for national sin. Their 
ravage, terrible a it had been was held to be' almc> t at an end: in 
another century-so ran old prophecies- their last hold on the Jand 
would be shaken ff. But of submission to, or even of intercourse 
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SEC. 11 with the stranger:; there is not a word. Gildas tells us nothing of 

E 
TH" • their fortunes, or of their leaders. 
NCLrSK 

CONQUtiST 1.n spite of his silence, however, we may still know something of 
~; the way in which the new English society grew up in the conquered 
577 country, for the driving back of the Briton was but the prelude to 
The 

English the settlement of his conqueror. What strikes us at once in the 
Settle-
ment new England is, that it was the one purely German nation that rose 

upon the wreck of Rome. In other lands, in Spain, or Gaul, or 
Italy, though they were equally conquered by Getman peoples, 

OLD ENGLISH COMBS. 
Akt!YJnIUl, U Pagan Sazondom.;' 

religion, social life, administrative order, still remained Roman. In 
Britain alone Rome died into a vague tradition of the pa~t. The 
whole organization of government and society disappe;it'ed with the 
people who used it. The villas, the mosaics, the coins which we 
dig up in our fields are no relics of our English fathers, but of a 
Roman world which our fathers' sword swept utterly away. Its 
law, it literature, its manners, its faith, went with it. The new 
England was a heathen country. The religion of Woden and
Thunder triumphed over the religion of Christ. Alone among the 
German assailants of Rome the English rejected the faith of the 
Empire they helped to overthrow. Elsewhere the Christian 
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priesthood served as mediators between the barbarian and the 
conquen::d, but in the conquered part of Britain Christianity wholly 

disappeared. River and homestead and b undary, the 
very days of the week, bore the names of the new gods 
who displaced Christ. But if England seemed for the 

OLD ENGLISH BUCKLES. 
Drilis'" ./I'/~ell," a.nd Dover Jlf,I.,ellffl. 

moment a waste from which alJ the civilization of the world had 
fled away, it contained within itself the germs of a Dobler life than 
that which had been destroyed. The ba e of the new English 
society was the freeman whom we ha e een tilling, judging, 
or sacrificing for himself in his far-off 
fatherland by the Northern Sea. How
ever roughly he dealt while the struggle 
went on with the material civilization 
of Britain, it was impo sible that such 
a man could be a mere destroyer. War 
was no ooner over than the warrior 
settled down into a farmer, and the home 
of the pea ant churl ro e be ide the 
heap of goblin-haunted stone that 
marked the site' of the villa 'he had 
burnt. Little knot. of kinsfolk drew 
together in "tun" and 'ham" beside 
the Thame and the Trent a they had 
settled be ide the Elbe or the \ e 'er, 
not R, kinsfolk only, but as dwelietS in 
the same pI t, knit together by th ir 

• Common hold ing within the same bound. 
Each little village-commonwealth Ii d 

OLD ENGLI II KEYS. 
Akrrm4ll, If Pam" StLXDlttlDnt .. 

the same life in Britain as it farmer. had lived at h me. Each 
had it moot hill or acred tree as a entre, it " mark" a a 
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lie. 11 b rder; each judged by witness of th kinsfolk and made laws in 
TIm • the a embly of its freemen, and r.hose 
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the leaders for its OWII governanc , and 
the men wh were to follO\\ headman 
or ealdorman to hundred-court or war. 

In more ways than one, indeed, th 
primitive organization of Engli h society 
was affected by it transfer to the soil 
of Britain. onque t begat the King. 
It is probable that the Engli h had 
hitherto known nothing of kings in 
their 0\ n fatherland, where each tribe 
lived under the rule of it own cus·· 
tomary Ealdorman. But in' a war such 
as that which they waged again t the l'LATLl'(GS OF A:oI OLD ENGLISH 

BUCKET, 
Britons it was neee sary to find a ·com- .Iktrlllalf, "P"p",Sa"'OHtf.",." 

mon leader whom the variou tribes 
engaged in conque t such as those of Kent or Wessex might 
follow; and such a leader oon r e into a higher position than that 

2 

OLD ENGLISH FIBULIE. 
J. Alterman, "ParmI SaxtJlUlom," 2. Collutinlt. 0/ tit, Soeidy (1/ Anilt]1(llri'u 

3. Briti,,, flf1l1tN.lIt. . 

of a temporary chief. The sons of Hengest became king!; in Kent; 
those of 1'Ellc in Sussex; the West-Saxon chose Cerdic for th ir 
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king. Such a choice at once drew the various villages and tribes S~I 

of each community closer together than of old, while the new ruler • E::::'~Stt 
. If ' h h b d f . t CONQUEST surroullded hlmse WIt a c osen war- an 0 companIons, servan 5, 

. 449 
or " thegns" as they were called, who were rewarded for their serVJce ST,07 

by gifts from the public land. Their distinction rested, not on 
hereditary rank, but on service done to the King, and they at last 
became a nobility which ~uperseded the "eorls" of the original 
English constitution. And as war begat the King and the military 
noble, so it all but begat the slave. There 4ad always been a slave 
cla s, a class of the unfree, among the English as among all German 
peoples; but the numbers of this class. if unaffected by the conquest 

of Britain, were swelled by the wars which soon sprang up <lmong 
the Engli. h conquerors. No rank saved the prisoner taken in battle 
from the doom of slavery and lavery itself was often welcomed as 
saving the prisoner fr m death .. We see this in the story of a noble 
warrior who had fall n wounded in a fight bet,,'een two Engli. h 
tribes, and was carried as a bond-slave to the llOU e of a thegn hard 
by. He declared him elf a pea ant. but his rna ter penetrated the 
disguise. "You deser' death," he said, 'since all my brothers and 
kinsfolk Ii II in the fight; " but for his oath's sake he spared his life 
and sold him to a Fri ian at London, probably a merchant such 

• as th . e who were carrying ngli: h captives at that time to the 
market-place of Rome. But war was not the only cau e of the in
crc.:ase of this slav class. r'he numbers of the "unfree" were swelled 
by debt and crime, Famine drove men to" bend their heads in th 



28 

IIC. II 

'I'M .. 
ENGLISH 

COl'QUES.,. 

449 .,.0 
577 

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CRAP. 

evil days for meat;" the lebtor unable to lischarge his debt flung 
on the ground the freeman'. sword and spear, took up the labourer's 
'mattock, and placed his head a!:> a slave within a master's hands; .. 
The criminal whose kins
folk would not make up 
his fine became a crime
serf of the plaintiff or the 
king. Sometimes a father, 
pressed by need, sold chil
dren and wife into bond
age. The slave became 
p~rt of the live-stock of 
the estate, to be willed 
away at death with horse 
or ox whose pedigree was 
kept as carefully as hi 
own. His children were 
bondsmen like himself ; 

even the freeman's chil- Aslult"'.,." M NS,""" Oxf ord. 

dren by a slave-mother 
inherited the mother's taint. "Mine is 'the calf that is born uf 
my (;OW," ran the Engli h proverb. The cabins of the unfree 
clustered round the home of the rich landowner a they had 
clustered round the vllla of the Roman gentleman; ploughman 
shepherd, goatherd, swineherd, ox herd and cowherd, dairymaid 
bam man, sower, hayward and woodward were often slaves. It was 
not such a 'lavery as that we have known in modern times, for 
stripes and bonds were rare; if the slave were slain, it was by an 

angry blow, not by the 
lash. nut his lord could' 
slay birr! if he would j 

i~ was but a cha.ttel the 
less. The slave had no 

place in the justice-court, no kinsman to claim vengeance for his 
wrong. If a stranger slew him, his lord claimed the damages; jf 
guilty of wrong-doing, "his skin paid for him" u\"lder the lash. If 
he fled he might be chased like a strayed beast, and flogged to 
death for his (;rime, or burned to death if the slave wer a woman. 
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Section I1I. - The Northumbrian Kingdom, 588-685 

r AutMn'ties.- Breda's " Historia Ecc1esiastica Centis Anglorum" is the one 
primary authority for this period. I have spoken fully of it and its writer in 
the text. The meagrc regnal and episcopal annals of the West-Saxons have 
been brought by numerous insertions from Breda to the shape in which they at 
present appear in the English Chronicle." The Poem of Credmon has been 
published by Mr. Thorpe, and copious summaries of it are given by Sharon 
Turner (' Hist. of Anglo-Saxons," vol. iii. cap. 3) and Mr. Morley (" English 
Writers," vol. i.). The life of Wilfrid by Eddi, and those of Cuthbert by Breda 
and an earlier contemporary biographer, which are appended to 1r. Stevenson's 
edition of the "Historia Ecclesiastica," throw great light on the religious 
condition of the orth. For Cuthlac of Crowland, see the" Acta SanctoculI! " 
for April xi. For Theodore, a\ld the Engli!th Church which he organilcd, see 
Kemble (" Saxons in England," vol. ii. cap. 8- 10), and above all the invaluable 
remarks of Dr. tubbs in his 'Constitutional History.,,] 

The conquest of the bulk of Britain wa!> now complete. Eastward 
of a line which may be roughly drawn along the moorlands of 

orthumberland and York hire, through Derbyshire and skirting 
the Forest of Arden, to the mouth of the evern, and thence by 
Mendip to the sea, the i land had passed into English hands. From
this time the character of the English conque t of Britain wa' 
wholly changed. The older wars of extermination came to an end, 
and a the invasion pushed webtward in later times the Britons, ere 
no longer wholly driven from the soil, but mingled with their con
querors. A far more important change was that which vas seen 
in the attitude of the Engli h conquerors from thi time towards 
each ther. Fr cd to a great extent from the common pressure of 
the al again t the Briton, their energies turned to combats with 
on another, to a long truggle for overlordship which was to end 
in bringing about a real national unity. The We t- axon, beaten 
back from th ir advance along the evern valley, and overthrown in 
a terrible de~ at at FaddiJey, were torn by internal dis ension ,even 
whil th Y 'v re battling f, r life again t the Briton. Strife beh een 
the two rival kingd m of B micia and Deira in th north ab orbed 
the power of the Engle in that quarter, till in 5 the strenath of 
Deira suddenly broke down, and the Bernician king, .lEtheJric, 
gathered the two people into a realm which was to form the later 
kingdom or orthumbria. mid the confu ion of north and south 
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the primacy among the conquerors was seized by Kent, where the 
kingdom o f the Jutes rose suddenly into grcatnl,;SS \-lIlder a. king 

... ...... tt,.,..,. .. ~ 

called IEthclberht, who before 597 established bis supremacy over 
the Saxons of M iddle::IC:X and Essex, as well ali over the English 
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of East Anglia and of Mercia as far north as the Humber and SEt.11l 

the Trent. • • N'~~,:u-
The overlordship of 1Ethelberht was marked by a renewal of that r.,::~::,~ 

intercourse bf Britain with the Continent which had been broken ~~! 
off uy the conquests of the English. His marriage with Bertha, 685 
th~ da.ughter of the Frankish King Charibert of Paris, created a Landing 

of Augus
fresh tie between Kent and Gaul. But the union had far more tine 

important results than those of which A!:thelberht may have dreamed. c·589 

Bertha, like her Frankish kinsfolk, was a Christian. A Christian 
bishop accompanied her from Gaul to Canterbury, the royal city 
of the kingdom of Kent; and a ruined Christian church, the church 
of St. Martin, wa given them for their worship. The marriage of 
Bertha was an opportunity which was at once seized by the bishop 
who at this time occupi~d the Roman ' ee, and who is justly 
known as' Gregory the Great. A memorable story tells us how, 
when but a young Roman deacon, Gregory had noted the white 
bodies, the fair faces, the golden hair of some youths who stood 
bound in the market place of Rome. "From what country do these 
slaves come? " he asked the traders who brought them . . " They are 
English, Angles!~' the slave-dealers answered. The deacon's pity 
veiled itself in poetic humour. "Not Angles but ngels," he said, 
"with face 0 angel-like! From what country come they?" 
"They come," said the merchant, "from Deira." "De ira!" 
was the untranslateable reply; " aye, plucked from God's ire, and 
called to Christ's mercy! And what is the name of thcir king?" 
"}Ella," they told him; and Gregory seized on the words as of 
good omen. "Alleluia shall be sung in lElla'~ land! ". he cried, and 
pa sed on, musing how the angel faces should be brought to sing 
it. Only three or four years had gone by, when the deacon had 
become Bishop of Rome, and Bertha's mar;iage gave him the opening 
he sought. ,After cautious negotiations with the rulers of Gaul, he 
sent a Roman abbot, AugLlstine, at the head of a band of monks, 
to preach the gospel to the English. pt:ople. The missionaries 
landed in ,97 on the very spot where Hengest had land d more than 
a centuty before in the Isle of Thanet; and the h,--ing received them 

• sitting in the open air on the chalk-down above Minster, where the 
eye nowadays catches miles away over the marshes the dim tower 
of Canterbury, He listened to the long sermon as the interpreters 



S. LUKE, FROM THE OOSP&L-BOOK OF S. AUGUSTINE. 

-\q...g at COrD-,u Ckrisll.' Colier' , Cambri.l~"e. 
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whom Augustine had brought with him from Gaul translated it. 
"Your words are fair," iEthelberht replied at last with English good 
sense, " but they are new and of doubtful meaning;" for himself, 
he sai~, he refused to forsake the gods of his fathers, but he 
promi!;ed shelter and protection to the strangers. The band of monks 
entered Canterbury bearing before them a silver cross with a picture 
of Christ, and singing in concert the strains of the litany of their 
church. "Turn from this city, Lord," they sang, "Thine anger 
and wrath, and turn it from Thy holy house, for we have sinned." 
And then in strange contrast came the jubilant cry of the older 
Hebrew worship, the cry which Gregory had wrested in prophetic 
earnestness ' from the .name of the Yorkshire king in the Roman 
market-place, "Alleluia!" 

It is strange that the spot which witnessed the landing of 
Hengest should be yet better known as the landing-place of 
Augustine. But the second landing at Ebbsfleet was in no small 

SCEATTA, RUNIC TYPE. 

SCEAT'l'AS, ROMAN TYPE. 

measure the reversal and undoing of the first. C Stranger from 
Rom "was the title with which the mis ionaries fir t fronted the 
English king. The march of the monks as they chanted their 
solemn litany was, in one sen e, the return of the Roman legions 
who had retirea at the trumpet-call of Alaric. . It ;as to the 
tongue and the thought r 0t of Gregory only but of such men as 
his own Juti h fathers had slaughtered and driven 0 r ea that 
}E.thelberht listened in th preaching of Augustine. anterbury, the 
earliest royal city of the new England, became the centre of Latin 

.• i~fluence. The Roman tongue became again one of the tongue 
of Britain, the language of its wor hip, it correspondence, its 
literature. But more than the tongue of Rome returned with 
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Augustine. Practically his landing renewed the union with the 
western world which the I«nding of Hengest had all but destroyed. 

The new England was admitted into the oide commonwealth of 
nations. The civilization, rts, letters, which had fled before the 
sword of the English conquest, returned with the Christian faith. 
The fabric of the Roman law indeed never took root in England, 
but it is impossible not to recognize the result of the influence of 
the Roman missionaries in the fact that the codes of customary 
English law began to be put into writing soon after their arrival. 

As yet these great results were still distant; a year passed 
before LEthelberht yielded, and t~ough after his conversion 
thousands of the Kentish men crowded to baptism, it was years 
before he ventured to urge the under-kings of Esse.' and East . 
Anglia to receive the creed of their overlord. This effort of 
LEthelberht however only heralded a revolution which broke the 
power of Kent for ever. The tribe of Mid-Britain revolted again t 
his supremacy, and gathered under the overlordship of R d\ ald .of 
East Anglia. The revolution clearly marked the change which 
had passed over Britain. Instead of a chaos of isolated peoples, 
the conquerors \ ere now in fact gathered into three great groups. 
The Engle kingdom of the north reached from the HUlllb r to the 
Forth. The southern kingdom of the West-Saxons stretched from 
'Watling Street to the Channel. And between these was roughly 
sketched out the great kingdom of Mid-Britain, which, however its 
limits might vary, retained a substantial identity from the time of 
LEthelberht till the final fa!1 of the Mercian kings. For the next 
two hundred years the history of England lies in the struggle of 
Northumbrian, Mercian, and West-Saxon kings to establish their' 
supremacy over the general ma~s of Englishmen, and unite them in 
a single England. 

In this struggle the lead was at once taken by Northumbria, 
which was rising into a power that set all rivalry at defiance. 
Under LEthelfrith, who had followed ,Ethclric in 593, the work 
of conquest went on rapidly. In 603 the forces of the northern 
Britons were annihilated in a great battle at Dregsastan, and the 
rule of Northumbria was established from the Humbet to tne 
Forth. Along the west of Britain there stretched the unconquered 
kingdoms oi Strathclyde and Cumbria, which extended from the 
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river Clyde to the Dee, and the smaller British states which occupied 
what we now call Wales. Chester formed the link between these 
two bodies ;. and it was Chester that lEthelfrith chose in 6 r 3 for 
his ne ~t point of attack. Some miles from the city two thousand 
monks were gathered in the monastery of Bangor, and after im
ploring in a three days' fast the help of Heaven for their country, 
a . crowd of these ascetics followed the British army to the field. 
lEthelfrith watched the wild gestures and outstretched arms of the 
strange company as it stood apart, intent upon' prayer, and took 
the monks for el;1chanters. " Bear they arms or no," said the king, 
" they war again'st us when they cry against us to their God," and 
in the surprise and rout which followed the monks were the first , 
to fall. 

Th British kingdoms were now utterly parted from one another. 
By their victory at Deorham the West-Saxons had cut off the 
Britons of Devon and Cornwall from the general body of their 
race. By his victory at Chester lEthelfrith broke this body again 
into two ev ral parts, by parting the Britons of Wales fr?m thosc 
of Cumbria and StrathcJyde. From this time the warfare o(Briton 
and Englishman died down into a warfare of separate English 
kingdoms against . separate British kingdoms, of Northumbria 
against umbria and trathcJyde, of Mercia against modern Wales, 
of Wessex against the tract of British country from Mendip to the 
Land's End. or wa the victory of Chester of less importance to 
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England it elf. With it lEthelfrith wa at once drawn to new I 

dream of ambition as he looked across his southern border, where 
Rredwald of East Anglia \ as drawing the peoples of Mid-Britain 
under his ovcrlordship. 

The inevitable struggle between Ea t AngJia and orthumbria Eadwinc 

seemed for a time averted by the sudden death of lEthelfrith. 61 7--633 

Marching in 6, 7 against Rredwald, who had shelte~ed Eaawine, an 
exile from the Northumbri n kingdom, he perished in a defeat at 
the river Idl. Eadwine mounted the Northumbrian throhe on the 
fall of his enemy, and carried on the work of government \ ith an 
energy as ceaseles as that of lEthelfrith himself. His idories 

'over Pict and Briton were followed by the winning of lordship over 
the English of Mid-Britain; Kent w bound to him in do e 
political alliance; and the English conquerors of th outh, the 
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. d' d ndent But revolt people of tbe West~Saxons, alone remame m cpP. . . 
and slaughter had fatally brok ... n the power of the \ est· axons 

62b when the Nortbumbrians attacked them. A story preserved by 
Breda tens something of the fierceness of the struggle which ended 
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• I 

in the subjection of 'the south to the overlordship of Northumbria. 
Eadwine gave audience in an Easter court which he held in a 
king's town near the river Derwen t to Eumer, an envoy of Wessex, 
who brought a message from its king. In the midst of the 
conference the envoy started to his feet, drew a dagger from his 
robe, and rushed madly on the Northumbrian sovereign. Lilla, 
one of the king's war-band, tllrew himself between Eadwine and 
his assassin; but so furious was the stroke that even through LilJa's 
body the dagger still reached its aim. The king how vcr recovered 

LJ) ENGJ.IS J{ CLA ' S VESSELS. 

Ak~""alt. If Png'nn Sa.xO"tlOIff." 

froll1 hi. 'Ii ound to march on the \ e t- axon ; he slew and 
subdued all who had conspired against him, and returned victoriou 
to his own c untry. The greatness of orthumbria now r ached 
its height. 'Within his own dominions Eadwine displayed a geniu 
for civil government whi h how how completely the mere age of 
conquest had as d away. \\ iU1 him began the Engli h proverb 
so often appli d to after kings, " woman with her bab might 

• walk scatheless from sea to sea in Eadwine's day." Peaceful com
munication revived al ng the deserted highway ; the prings by the 
roadside were marked with stakes, nd a cup of brass t be ide 
each for the trav Her's refreshment. orne faint traditions of the 
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Roman pa t may have flung their glory round this new" Empire of 
the English;" some of its majesty had at any rate come back with 
its long-Io t peace. roy I tandard of purple and gold floated 
before Eadwine as he rod(' through the village ; a feather-tuft 
attached to a spear, the Roman tufa, preceded him as he walked 
through the str et . 
The Northumbrian 
king was in fact su
preme over Britain 
a no king of Eng
lish blood had been 
before. Northward 
his frontier reached 
the Forth, and was 
guarded by a city 

OLD ENGLISH DRO ZE PATERA. 
.Aktfymalt, It P"g'a1f, Scu;olldrim." 

which bore his name, Edinburgh, Eadwine's burgh, the city of 
Ead",::oe. \ estward, he was rna ter of Chester, and the fl eet he 
equipped there subdued the isles of Anglesey and Mao. outh of 
the Humber he was owned as overlord by the whole Engli ·hra.ce, 
save Kent; and even 1 ent was bound to him by hi marriage with 
its Idng's sister. 

\i ith the Kentjsh queeu came Paulinus, one of Augu :tine's 
followers, whose tall stooping form, slender, aquiline nose, and 
black hair falling round a thin worn face, were long remember d 
in the north; and the Wise Men of Northumbria gathered to 
deliberate on the new faith to which Paulin us and hi queen oon 
converted Eadwine. To finer mind its charm Jay in the light :t 
threw on the darkness which encompassed men' lives, the darkness 
of the future as of the past. "So seems the life of man 0 king," 
burst forth an aged Ealdorman, "a a parrow's flight through th 
hall when you are sitting at meat in winter-tide, with the warm fire 
lighted on the hearth, but the icy rain-storm without. The sparrow 
flies in at one door and tarries for a moment in the light and heat 
of the hearth-tire, and then flying forth from the other vani hes into 
the wintry darkness whence it came. So tarries for a moment t~ 
life of man in our sight, but what is before it, what after it, we 
kn w not. If this new teaching tells us aught certainly of the e, 
Jet us follow it." Coarser argument told on the crowd. "None of 
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your people, Eadwine, have worshipped the gods more busily than 
I," said oifi the priest, "yet there are many more favoured and 
more fortunate. Were these gods good for anything they would 
help their worshippers." Then leaping on horseback, he hurled his 
spear into the sacred temple at Godmanham, and with the rest of 
th Witan embraced the religion of the king. 

But the faith of Woden and Thunder was not to fall without a 
struggle. Even in Kent a reaction against the new creed began 
with the death of .tEthelberht. Rredwald of East Anglia resolved 
to serve Christ and the older gods together; and a pagan and 
Christian altar fronted one another in the same royal temple. The 
young king of the East- axons burst into the church wber 
Mellitu. , the Bishop of London, wa administering th Eucharist to 
the people, crying, (Give u that whit bread you gave to our 
father aba," Zlnd on the bishop's refu al drove him from their 
realm. The tide of reaction was checked for a time by Eadwine's 
conver ion, until Mercia sprang into a udden greatness as the 
champion f the heathen gods. Under Eadwine Mercia had 
. ubmitted to the lordship of N rthumbria; but i king Penda, saw 
in the rally of the old religion a chance of winning back it 
ind pendence. Penda had not only united under his own rule the 
M rcian. of the pper Trent, the Middle-Engli h of Leice ter, the 

outhumbrians and the Lindis\ ara • but he had even been strong 
enough to tear fr m the West- axons their po s sion along the 

evern. 0 thoroughly ind ed wa. the union of these pr vince 
effected, that though orne wer detached for a time after Penda' 
death, the name of Mercia from this moment must be generally 
taken as covering the whole of them. Alone, how ver, he was a 
y t no match for rthumbria. But th ld . everance between the 
Engli h people and th Britons was fa. t ding down, and Penda 
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allied him elf with. the \i elsh king, Cadwall n, in an attack on 
Eadwin{-. The armies m t in 633 at Hatfi Id. and in th fi lTht 
which followed Eadwin WaJ defi ated and lain. The victory wa 
urned to profit by the ambiti n of P nda, while orthumbria was 

-torn with th strif, which follow d Eadwin 's fall. T camplet 
his dominion ver Mid-Britain, Penda mar h d against East Analia.. 
The East Engle had r turned t hath nd m from th oddly 
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the threat of Penda's attack Sigeberht left hi thr n for a 
monastery, but his peopl dragged him again fr m hi c II on the 
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news of Pen4a's invasion in 634, in faith that his presence would SEC. III 

bring them the favour of Heaven. • N~:':H' 
:rhe monk-king was set in the fore
front of the battle, but he would 
bear no weapon save a wand, and 
his fall was followed by the rout 

Ua.IDRIAN 
KINGDOM 

of his army and the submission 
of his kingdom. Meanwhile Cad-
wallon remained harrying in the 
heart of Deira, and made himself • 
master even of York But the 
triumph of the Britons was as 

OLD ENGLISH GOLD CROSS. 
'brief as it , was strange. Oswald, 

Ryitisl" Jlf1l1~"IfI. a second son of .tEthelfrith, placed 
himself at the head of his race, and 

a small Northumbrian force gathered in 635 under their new king 
near the Roman Wall. Oswald set up a 
cross of woor! as his standard, holding it. 
with his own hands till the hollow in which 
it was fixed was filled in by his soldiers; 
then throwing himself on hi knees, he 
cr.ied to his host to pray to the living God. 
CadwalJon, the last great hero of the British 
race, fell fighting on the " Heaven's Field," 
as after times called the field of battle, 
and for seven years the power of Oswald 
equalled that of .tEthelfrith and Eadwine. 

It was not the Church of Paulinus 
which nerv d 0 wald to this struggle for 
the Cross. Paulious had fled from orth
utnbria at: Eadwine's fell; and the Roman • 
Church in Kent shrank into inactivity be-

fore the heathen reaction. It Vi ace in the 
Conver ion of England was ta:ken by mi -
sionaries from Ir land. To under tand 
how ver, the tru m aning of the change, 
we mu t remember that befor the landing 

Irish. 
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wedge of heathendom into the heart of this gr at communion 
and broke it into h 0 unequal parts. n the one side lay Italy, 
Spain, and Gaul, who. e Churches owned obedienc to the e 

OkNAMf:NT OF ILDED BRONZt:, FOliNO IN G TLAND. 
hewing connex-ion bet"" en cnnc.linnvian and lri han 

Atoll/tlltll, .f ChlillZlllin1& 0/ S'lwde,,: 

of Rome, on the other the hurch of Ireland. But the con-
dition of the two portions of \Vestern hrist ndom was very 
Jiffcrent. While the vigour of Christianity in Italy and Gaul and 
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Spain wa~ exhausted in a bare struggle for life, Ireland, which 
remained unscourged by invaders, drew from its conversion an. 
energy such as it has never known since. Christianity had been 
rr.ceived there with a burst of popular enthusiasm, and letters and 
arts sprang up rapidly in its train. The science and Biblical 
knowledge which fled from the Continent took refuge in famous 
schools which made Durrow and Armagh the universities of the 
West. The new Christian life soon beat too strongly to brook con
finement within the bounds of Ireland itself. Patrick, the first 
missionary of the island, had not been half a century dead when 
Irish Christianity flung itself with a fiery ze'al into battle with the 

PLATE OF GILDED URONZE, FOUND IN COTLAND. 
hewini cannaion between candinavian and Irish art. 

MOttle/ius, u CiviliUltlO" of Swednl." 

rna s of healheni m which wa rolling in upon the hristian world. 
Irish missionari s laboured among th Picts of the Highlands and 
among the Fri ian of the northern ea. n Irish missionary, 
Columban, founded monasterie ' in Burgundy and the Apennines. 
The canton of t. Gall still commemorate in it name another 
Irish missionary before whom the spirit of flood and fell fled 
wailin over the waters of the Lake of onstance. For a time it 
seemed as if the cour e of the world's hi tory was to be changed, 
as if the Ider Celtic race that Roman and German had sw pt 
before them had turned to the moral conquest of their conquerors, 
as if 'eltic and not L, tin hri tianity was to mould the de ·tinie 
of the ~hurche f the \ e"t. 

n a low island of barren gneis -rock off th w st coast f 
Scotia d an Irish refug , olumba, had raised th famou' monastery 
of lona. Oswald in youth found refuge within it walls, and on hi ' 
accession to the thr ne f orthumbria he called for tni sionaries 
from among its monk. The first de patch d in answer to hi call 
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obtained little success. He declared on his return that among a 

11\1TlAt. N . 
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people so stubborn and bar
harous UCCE'SS was impossible. 
' V./as it their !>tubbornness or 
your severity?" asked Aidan, 
a brother sitting by; "did you 
forcret God's word to give them ::. 
the milk first and then the 
meat?" All eyes turned on the 
speaker as fittest to undertake 
the . abandoned mISSIOn, and 
Aidan sailing :It their bidding 
fixed his bishop's stool or see 
in the island-peninsula of Lindis
fame. Thence, from a monastery 
wI ich gave to the spot its after 
name of Holy Island, preachers 

poured forth Over the heathen realms. Doisil 
guided a little troop of missionaries to the valley 
of the Tweed. Aidan himself wandered or, f ot 
preaching among the peasants of Berrucia. T ,ll 
new religion served as a prelude to the North
umbrian advance. If Oswald was a saint, he 
was none the less resolved to build up again 
the realm of Eadwine. Having extended his 
supremacy over the Britons of Strathclyde and 
won the submission of the Lindiswaras, he 
turned to reassert his upremacy over \Vessex. 
The reception of the new faith became the mark 
of submission to his overlordship. A preacher. 
Birinus, had already penetrated from Gaul into 
\N'essex; in Oswald's presence its king r c ived 
baptism, and established with his a sent a s c 
for his people in the royal city of Dorchester 
on the Thames. Oswald ruled as wide a realm as 
his predecessor; but for after times the memory 
of his greatness was lost in the legends of his 
piety. A new conception of kingship began to 
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blend itself with that of the warlike glory of .tEthelfrith or the So:c.1II 

wise administration of Eadwine. The moral power which was to Tit" 
• NOR'H· 

UM8RIAN 

BRITAIN IN 640. 
Sc&le or lliles. 
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reach it height in .£lfred first d wns in the tory of wald. 10 
his own court the king acted as int rpreter to th Iri h mi ionaries 
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in their efforts t convert his thegn. 
habit of praying or givin n- than 

'By reason of his c nstant 
to the Lord he wa ,ont 

• wherever he at to hold his hallds upturned on is knees." A h 
fea ted with Bi hop Aidan by hi side, the t legn, 0.- noble of hi 
war-band, whom he had set to give alms to the p r at his gate, 
told him of a multitude that still waited fasting without. The J...ing 
at once bade the unta ted meat before him be carried to the poor 
and his silver dish be divided piecemeal among them. Aidan 
seized the royal harid and ble sed it. "May this hand," he cried, 
" never grow old." 

Pri oned, however, as it wa by the conver ion of v e. ex to 
the central districts of England, heathendom fought de perately for 
life. Penda was till it rallying-point; but if hi 10 g reign was 
one continuous battle with the new religion, it wa in fact rather 
a struggle against the supremacy of Northumbria than again t th 
supremacy of the Cro . East 
Anglia became at last the 
field of contest between the 
two powers. In 6.+2 Oswald 
marched to deliver it from 
Penda; but in a battle called 
the battle of the Maserfeld 
he wa overthrown and lain. 
His body wa mutilated and 
his limbs et 011 stakes by the 
brutal conquer r; but legend 
told that when all else of 
Oswald had perished, the 
"white hand" that Aidan had 
blessed still remained white 
and uncorrupted. For a few 
years after his victory ,(t the 
Maserfeld Penda toad su-
preme in Britain. Wessex 

owned his overlordship as it had owned that of . wald, and its 
king threw off the hristian faith and married Pend a's sister. 
Even Deira . ems to have b wed to him, and Bernicia al ne 

refused to yield. Y ar by year Penda carri d his ravage,> over the 
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north i once he reached even the royal city, the impregnable rock
fortress of Bamborough. Despairing of success in an assault, 
he pulled down the cottages around, and, piling their wood' 
against its walls, fired the mass in a fair wind that drove the flames 
on th town. "Se~, .Lord, what ill Penda is doing," cried Aidan 
from his hermit cell in the islet of Farne, as he saw the smoke 
drifting over the city i and a change of wind-so ran the legend 
of Northumbria's agony-drove back at the words the flames 
on those who kindled them. But in spite of Penda's victories, 
the faith which he had so often struck down reviv d every
where around him. Burnt and harried as it was, Bernicia till 
clung to the ross. The East- axons again became hri tian. 

CO l F I'J>AIJA, R LER OF 
TilE . IIDOI.R ANGLES, 

1152-6SS· 

Penda' own ~o?, , hom he had et over 
the Middle-En Ii h, receiv d baptism and 
teachers fr m Lindisfarne. The mission
arie of the new faith appeared fearle ly 
am ng the Mercians th m elve , and Penda 
gave no hindrance. Heathen to the last, 
he stood by unheeding if any were willing 

to hear; hating and scorning with a certain grand sincerity 
of nature "those whom he a\ not doing the work of the 
faith they had receiv d." But the track of Northumbrian mis-
ionari . along the ea t rn coa t marked th growth of orth

umbrian overlord hip, and the ld man rnu<;ed him elf for a last 
stroke at hi foe. On the d ath f wald Oswiu 1 ad been called 
to fill hi throne, and in 65 - he met the pagan host n ar he 
river \Vim red. It wa in vain that the orthumbrian had ought 
to avert Penda's attack by offer' of ornament and co tly gift. 
,( Since the pagans will not take ur gift ," swill cried at la t, 
, let us off, r them to n that will ;" and h owed that if uccess
ful he would dedica e his daughter to God and endow twelve 
mona terics in his I 'aim. Vict ry at last declar d (; r th faith of 

hrj ·t. !fhe river vcr whi h the l\fercians fled wa swollen with 
a great rain; it w pt away the fragm nt · of th heathen ho ,t, 
Penda him If was slain, and th cau of th old r g . \Va' lost 
for ever. 

The terrible ·truggl was followed by a . ason of peace. F r 
four years after the battl of Winwa!d Mercia wa ' 'ubject to swiu's 
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r M '. the Id e- ng I , Its thrc provinces, the ar ler ercta: . f dd the t. 
the Lindi~waras, w re Wlited in the blshopnc a . a, 

had to whom thc 1\1ercian see of Lichfield still looks aS ll ~ under. 

l'IC CELL, SKt:LLIG MICHAEL. 
A1C4h"~I1", H S(()IUuui l" £4")1 CI,rhlian TI"",. ,. 

Ceadda wa a monk of Lindisfarne, so simple and lowly in temper 
th t h travellcd on foot on hi long mi . ion journeys, till Archbi 'hop 
Theodore in later days with hi own hands lifted him on hors _ 
back. The poetry of Chri tian enthusiasm breaks out in his d ath
!egend, a it tell us how voices of singers ioging sweetly descended 
from I leaven to the little cell bc:;ide t. Mary's Church wher the 
bi hop Jay dying. Then" the same song ascended from the roof 
again, and returned heavenward by the way that it came." It was 
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the soul of his brother, the mis ionary Cedd, come with a choir 
of angels to solace the last hours of adda. In orthumbria the 
work of his fellow missionaries ha almo t been 10 t in the glory 
of C1lthbert. 0 story better lights up for us the new religious 
life of the time than the story of this apostle of the L wlands. It 
carries us at its outset intn the northernmost part f orthumbria, 
the country of the Teviot and the Tweed. Born on the outhern 
edge of the Lammermoor, Cuthbert found shelter at eight years 
old in a widow' house in the little village of Wraogholm. 
Already in youth there was a poetic ensibility beneath the robust 
frame of the boy which caught even in the chance word of a game 
a call to higher things. Later on, a traveller coming in hi .. white 
mantI over the hill ide and st pping his hor e to tend uthbe t's 

ORA'IORY AT 0 1.LARUS, C • "I-:RRY. 
St~It<l. II AII"'r C4"'tiJ./t Art ;" /rrlaJfJ." 

injur d knee seem d t him an angel. The boy" heph rd life 
carried him to th bleak upland, still famou a a sheep-walk, 
though the scant h rbag scarce iI ' the whin tone r k, and there 
meteors plunging into the night became to him a c mpany of 
angelic spirits, carrying the soul of Bishop idan heavenward. 
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SEC. HI lowly Cuthbert's longing s ttll'!d into a resolute will towards a 
N~::H-~ religiou- life, and he made his way a last to a group oflog-sbanties 
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In the midst of an untilled solitude where a few Irish monks from 
Lindi farne had l>Cttled in the mission-station of Melrose. To-day 
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the land is a land of poetry and romance. Cheviot and Lammermoor, SI!C. lll 

Ettrick and teviotclale, Yarrow and Annan-water, are musical .. NTItB 
ORTH· 

with old ba!lads and border minstrelsy. Agriculture has chosen ~':~~l 

its valleys for her favourite seat, and drainage and steam-power 588 
TO 

have turned sedgy marshes into farm and meadow. But to see the 685 

Lowlands as they were in Cuthbert's day we must sweep meadow 
and farm away again, and replace them l;>y vast solitudes, dotted 
here and there with clusters of wooden hovels, and crossed by boggy 
tracks over which travellers rode spear in hand and eye kept 
cautiou Iy about them. The Northumbrian peasantry among whom 
he journeyed were for the 
most part Christians only 
in name. With Teutonic in
difference they had yielded 
to their thegns in nominally 
accepting the new Chris
tianity, as these had yielded 
to the king. But they re
tained their old superstitions 
side by side with the new 
wor hip; plague or mishap 
drove them back to a reI i-
ance on their heathen charm 
and amulet ; and if trouble 
befell the hristian preachers 
who came settling among 
them they took it as proof 

BELL OF CUMASCACH MAC AILLELLO. STEWARD 
OF AR tAGH, Et'D 9F NlNTH CE T RV. 

SINUS, .. Early Christi"" .4.rl i"/, .. la,,,f." 

of the wrath of th older god. When som log-raft which were 
floating down the Tyne for the construction of an abbey tits 
mouth drift d with the monk \ ho werc at work on them out to 
sea, the rustic by tand('r houted, Let nobody pray for them' let 
nobody pity th sc men, ho ha e taken away from u our old 
wor hip; and how th ir new-fangled customs are to be kept nobody 
I<oows." On foot, on h rseback, uthbert wand red among Ii teners 
such as thes , chao -ing above all the reroot r mountain iUages f-rom 
whose roughne 's and pov rty other teachers turncd aside. Unlike 
his Irish comrad , he nceded 110 interpreter as he passed from 
village to village i the frugal, long-headed N<'lthumbrians Ii tcncd 
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willingly to one who was himself a pea lint of the Lowlands, and who 
had caught the rough Northumbrian burr along the banks of the 
Tweed. Hi patience, his humorous good sense, the sweetness of 
his look, told for him, and not 1 s the stout vigorous frame which 

. fitted the peasant-preacher for the hard life he had cho. en. 'Never 
did man die of hunger who served God faithfully," he would say, 
when nightfall found them supperless in the waste. "Look at the 
eagle overhead! God can ~ ed us through him if He will"
and once at least he owed his meal to a fish that the scared bird 
let fall. A 'now- torm dro e his boat on the coast of Fife. "The 
snow closes the road along the shore," ~ourned his comrades; 
' the storm bar our way over sea." " There is till the way of 
Heaven that lie open," said uthbert. 

ClICdmon While mi sionades were thus labouring among its peasantry, 
Northumbria saw the ri e of a number of monasterie , not bound 
indeed by the trict tie of the Benedictine rule, but gather d on 
the 100 e Celtic model of the family or the clan round some noble 
and wealthy person who sought devotional retirement. The most 
notable and wealthy of these hOll es wa that of Streone healh, 
where Hild, a woman of royal race, rear d her abbey n the 
ummit of the dar· cliffs of \\ hitby, looking out over the Northem. 
ea Her coun el was ought even by nobles and king-; and th 

double monastery over which she ruled became a seminary of 
bishops and pries s. The ainted John of Beverley wa among her 

Before 680 cholars. But the name which really throws glory ov r \ hitby 
is the name f a lay-brother from who e lips flowed the fir t great 
English ong. Though wel1 advanced in year, dmon had 
learnt nothing of the art of verse, th,e alliterative jingle 0 common 
among hi:; fello\ s, " wherefore being sometimes at feasts, wh~n all 
agreed for glee's 'ake to sing in turn, he no oon r aw the harp 
come towards him than he rose from the board and turned home
wards. Once when he had done thus, and gone from the feast to 
the stable where he had that night charge of the cattle, there 
appeared to him in his sleep One who said, greeting him by name, 
, ing, Credmon, some song to M.' 'I cannot sing,' he answered ; 
'for this cause left 1 the feast and came hither.' He who talked 
with him answered, 'However that be, y u shall sing to Me.' 
, What l:ihaU I sing?' rejoined Ca:dmon. 'The beginning of crcatet1 
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things,' r pJj d He. In the morning the cowherd tood before 
JIiJd and t Jd his dr am. Abbess and brethren alike concluded 
'that heav nly grace had been conferred on him by the Lord.' 

They translated for Credmon a passage in Holy Writ, 'bidding him, 
if he could, put the same into verse.' The next morning he gave 
it them composed in excellent verse, whereon the abbess, under
standing the divine grace in the mlln, bade him quit the secular 
habit and take on him the monastic life." Piece by piece the 
sacred story was thus thrown into Credmon's poem. "He sang of 
the creation of the world, of the origin of man, and of all the 
hi tory of I ra 1 i of their departure from Egypt and entering into 
the Promi ed Land i f the incarnation, pas ion, and re urrection 

f Chri t, and of His ascen ion; of the teTror of future judgment, 
the horror of hell-pangs, and the j0yS of heaven." 

To men f that day this sudden bur t of ong seemed a thing 
nece arily divine. "Others after him strove to compo e religious 
poems but none could vie with him, for he learned the art of 
poetry not from men nor of men, but from God." It was not 
indeed that any change had been wrought by Credmon in the 
outer form of English song. The collection of poem which is 
I..onnectcd with hi nam'e ha come down to us in a later \Vest
Saxon ver ion, and though modern critici m is till in doubt as to 
their authorship, they are certainly the work of variou hands. 
The ver e, whether of Credmon or of other singers, i' accented and 
alliterative, without conscious art or development or the delight 
that pring from reflection, a verse swift and direct, but leaving 
behind it a en e of strength rather than of beauty ob cured too by 
har. h m taphor and invol ed construction. But it i eminently 
the verse of warrior, the bricf pa . ionate expre ion of brief 
passionate emotions. Image after image, phrase after phra e, in 
these early poems, star out vivid har h and emphatic. Th very 
metre i. rough with a 'oct of elf-vi lcnce and repr ion; the 
vcr es fall like sword-stroke in the thick of battle. The 10 e of 
natural escription, the background of melancholy vhich give its 
patho. t Englbh vcr e, the poet only hared with earlier inO'er. 
But he faith of Chri. t brought in, as we have seen, n w realms of 
fancy. The legend of the hea enly light, Herda' tory of ' The 
Sparrow," show the side of Engli h temperamen to which 
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SRC. 1I1 Christianity appealed-its sense Qf the vague, vast mystery of the 
THIt (world and of man, its dreamy revolt again t the narrow bounds of 

!o:,.;:~ experience and life. It was this ne\ poetic world which combined 
KINGDOM 

588 with the old in the so·called epic of Ccedmon. In it variou 
685 poems the vaguenes and daring of the Teutonic imagination pass 

beyond the limits of the Hebrew story to a "swart hell without 
light and full of flame," swept only at dawn by the icy east wind, on 
who e floor lie bound the apostate angel. The human energy of 
the German race, its en e of the might · of individual manhood, 
transformed in English ver e the Hebrew Jempter into a rebel 
Satan, disdainful of va sal age to God. "I may be a God as He," 
Satan cries amidst hi torments. "Evil it seems to me to cringe 
to Him for any good." Even in this terrible outburst of th fallen 
spirit we catch the new pathetic note which the northern melan
choly was to give to our poetry. 'This i to me the chief of 
sorrow, that Adam, wrought of earth should hold my strong eat 
- should dwell in joy while we endure this torment. Oh, that f, r 
one winter hour I had power with my hand , then with this 110 t 
would I-but around me lie the iron bond, and this chain galls 
me." On the other hand the enthusiasm for the Chri Han G d, 
faith in whom had been bought so dearly by years of desperate · 
struggle, breaks out in long rolls of sonorous epithets of praise and 
adoration. The temper of the poets bring them near to the 
earlier fire and pas ion of the Hebrew, as the event of their time 
brought them near to the old Bible history with its fights and 
wanderings. "The wolves sing their dread evensong'; the fowls of 

Synod of 
Whitby 

war, greedy of battle, dewy-feathered, cream around the host of 
Pharaoh," as wolf howled and eagle creamed round the ho t of 
renda. Evety\vhere we mark the new grandeur, depth, and 
fervour of tone which the German race was to give to the religion 
ofthe East. 

But even before Ccedmon had begun to sing. the Christian 
Church of Northumbria was torn in two by a strife whose i sue was 
decided in the" same abbey of Whitby ~ here Ccedmon dwelt The 
labours of Aidan, the victories of Oswald and Oswiu, seemed to 
have annexed England to the lri h Church. The monks of Lindis
fame, or of the new reJigious houses whose foundation followed 
that of Lindisfarne, looked for their ecclesiastical tradition. not 
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to Rome but , to Ireland; and quoted for their guidance the 
in ·tructions, not of Gregory, but of Columba. Whatever claims 
of supremacy over the whole English Church might be pressed 
by the see of Canterbury, the rcal metropolitan of the Chu:ch as 
it existed in the north of England was the Abbot of Jona. But 
Oswiu's queen brought with her from K~nt the loyalty of the 
Kentish Church to the Roman See, and a Roman party at once 
formed about her. Her ·efforts were seconded by those of two 
young thegns whose love of Rome mounted to a passionate 
fanaticism. The life of Wilfrid . of York was a series of flights 
to Rome and returns to England, of wonderful successes in 
pleading the right of Rome to the obedience of the Church of 
North mbria, and of as wonderful defeats. Benedict Biscop 
worked towards the . ame end in a quieter fashion, coming 
backwards and forward acr ss the sea with books and relics and 
cunning masons and painter to rear a great church and monas
tcry at Wcarmouth, whose brethren owned obedience to the 
Roman See. In 652 they first ~et out fora vi it to the imperial 
city; and the Ider, Benedict Biscop, soon returned to preach 
c aseles Iy against the Irish usages. He was followed by Wilfrid, 
whoso nerg)' soon brought the quarrel to a head. The trife 
between the two parties rose so high at last 
that Oswiu \ as prevailed upon to sumIDon in 
664 a great council at \Vhitby, where the future 
ecclesia tical allegiance of England should be 
decided. The points actually cont~ted were 
trivial nough. Colman, idan's successor at 
Holy Island, pleaded for the lri h fashion of 
the ton ur ,and for the Irish time of keeping 
Easter; Wilfrid pleaded for the Roman. The 
one disputant appeall!d to the authority of 
Columba, the other to thut of t. Peter. "You 
own," cried the king at last to Colman, « that 
Christ gave to Peter the key of the kingdom of 
heaven-has II given such power to Columba?" 
The bishop CQuld but answer" No." "Then will 

OLD E. "GLISH 
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I rather obey the porter of Heaven," aid Oswiu, ' Ie t when I 
reach its gat he who has the key in hi keeping turn hi 
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back on me and therc bc nOll to 0 en." TllC importance of 
Oswiu's judgment was never dotlbted at Lilldi farne, where 

olman, followed by the whole f the fri h-b ro brethr nand 
thirty of their English fellows, fi rsook the see of Aidan and sailed 
away to lona. Trivial in fact as were the actual point of 
difference which severed the Roman Church from the Irish, the 
question to which communion Northumbria should bel ng was 

OLD ENGLISH NECKL C 
OriN,'" ft1111t1lm. 

of immense moment to the after fortunes of England. Had the 
hurch of Aidan finally won, the later ecclesiastical hi. tory of 

England would probably have reo embled th t of I reland. De id 
of that power of organization which wa the strength of th 
Roman Church, th Celtic hurch in its own Irish home took the 
clan system f the country as the basi of Church government. 
Tribal quarrel and ccle iastical controversies becam inextricably 
confounded; and the clergy, robbed of all really . pi ritual in
fluence, contributed no element save that of disorder to the 
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state. Hundred. of wandering bishops, a va t religious authority 
wield cl by hereditary chieftains, the dissociation of piety from 
morality, the abscnce 0f those Jarger and more humanizing 
influences which contact with a widcr world alone can give, this 
is the picture which the Irish Church of later times presents to us. 
It wa from · such a chaos as this that England was saved by 
the victory of Rome in the Synud of Whitby. 

The Church of England, as we know it to-day, is the work, so 
far as its outer form is concerned, of a Greek monk, Theodore of 
Tarsus, whom Rome, after her victory at Whitby, despatched in 
669 as Archbishop of Canterbury, to secure England 0 her sway. 
Theodore's work was determined in its main outlines by the previous 
histol'Y of the English people. The conque ~ of the Continent had 
been wrought either by races su<.h as the Goths, who Were already 
Christian, or by heathens like the Franks, who bowed to the Chris
tian faith of the nations they conquered. To this oneness of religion 
between the German invaders of the Empire and their Roman 
subjects \\', owing the preservation of all that survived of 
the Roman world. The Church everywhere remained untouched. 
The Christian bishop became the defender of the conquered 
Italia n or Gaul against his Gothic and Lombard conqueror, the 
mediator between the German and his subjects, the one bulwark 
against barbaric violence and oppression. To the barbarian on the 
other hand he was the representative of aU that was venerable in 
the past, the living record of law of letters and of art. Rut 'in 
Britain priesthood and people had been exterminated together. 
When Theodore came to organize the Church · of England, the 
very memor of the older Chri tian Church which existed in 
Roman Britain had pa ed away. The fir t Chri tian mi ionaries, 
strangers in a heathen land, attached them elves nece sarily to the 
courts of the kings, who were their fir t converts, and who e 
conversi n ,a gener~l1y followed by that of their people. The 
Englishbi hop. were thus at first toyal chaplain, and their dioce e 
wa~ naturally nothing but the kingdom. The kingdom of Kent 
became the dioce e of Cant rbury, and the kingdom of Northum
bria the diocese of York. In thi way too realms which are all 
but forgotten are commemorated in the limits of existing sees. 
That of Rochester represented till of late an ob cure kingdom of 

57 

SF.(:. III 

TH" 
. NORTH
UM'BRrAH 
K,NCOO .. 

S88 
TO 

685 

Theodore 
669-690 



SEC. III 

TUB 
NO'RTlf,. 

UMBRJAN 
KINCOO)t 

588 
TO 

685. 

Mercia 
under 

Wulfhere 

HI TORY OF THE E! ,1.,I H PEOPLE e ll \1" 

\' est Kent and the fronti r of the original kingdom of Mr.rcia 
mjgbt be recovered by following he map of th ancient bishopr.ic 
of Lichfield. Theodore's first work was to order th dioceses; his 
second was to add many new 5 e to the old nes, and to group all 
of them round the one centre of Canterbury. All ties b tw n 
England and the Iri_h Church were roughly brok'e11. Lindisfarne 
sank into ob curity with the flight of Colman and his rponk. The 
new prelates, gathered in synod after synod, acJ.. .. nowledged the 
authority of their one primate. The organization of the episcopate 
wa followed during the next hundred years by the development of 
the parish system. The 100 e system ~f the mission- tation, the 
monastery from which priest and bi hop went forth on journey 
after journey to preach and baptize, a Aidan went forth from 
Lindisfarne or Cuthbert from 1elro e, naturally di appeared a 
the land became Christian. The mi ionarie became settled 
clergy. The holding of the Engli h noble or landowner became 
the parish, and hi chaplain the parish priest, as the king's chaplain 
had become the bishop, and the kingdom his dioce e. so ree f 
permanent endowment for the clergy'\' as found at a later tim 
in the revival of the Jewish system of tithes, and ill the annual 
gift to Church purposes of a tenth of the produce of the oil; wh.le 
di cipline withill the Church itself was provided for by an elaborate 
code of sin and penance, in which the principle of compen ation 
which Jay at the root of Teutonic Jegi lation crept into the relations 
between God and the ou!. 

In his work of organization, in his increase of bi hoprics, 
in his arrangement of dioceses, and the way in which be .grouped 
them round the see of antelrb~ry, in hi national synod and 
ecclesiastical canons, Theodore was unconsciously doing political 
work. The old divisions of kingdoms and tribes about him, 
divisions which had sprung for tht: most part from mere accidents 
of the conquest, were fast breaking down. The smaller states 
were by this time practically absorbed by the three larg r one , 
and of these three Mercia and Wessex had for a time bowed to 
the overlordsbjp of Northumbria. The tendency to national unity 
which was to characterize the new England had thus already declared 
itself; but the policy of Theodore clothed with a sacred form and 
surrounded with divine sanctions a unity which as yet rested on no 
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basis but the sword. Th single throne of the one primate at 
Canterbury accustomed men's minds to the thought of a single 
throne for their one temporal overlord at York, or, as in later days, 
at Lichfield or at Winchester. The regular subordination of priest 
to bishop, of bishop to primate, in the administration of the Church, 
supplied a mould on which the civil organization of the state quietly 
shaped itself. Above all, the councils gathered by Theodore were 
the fir t of all national gatherings for general legislation. It was at 
a much later time that the Wise Men of Wessex, or Northumbria, or 
Mercia, learned to come together in the Witenagemot of 0.11 England. 
It was the ecclesiastical synods which by their examp1e led the way 
to our national parliamept, as it was the canons enacted in such 
synods which led the way to a national system of law. But if the 
movement towards national unity was furth r d by the centralizing 
tendencie of the Church, it was as yet hindered by the upgrowth of 
a great rival power to conte t the supremacy with Northumbria. 
Mercia, as we have een, had recovered from the absolute subjection 
in which it was left after Penda's fall by shaking off the supremacy 
of Oswiu and by choosing Wulfhere for its king. \ ulfhere was a 
vigorous and active ruler, and the pea.cefut reign of Oswiu left him 
flc to build up again during the sixteen years of his rule the power 
which had been lost at Penda's death. Penda's realm in Central 
.Britain was quickly re tored, and , ulfhere's dominion extended 
even over the vern and embraced the lower valle of the Wye. 
He had ven more than his father's success. After a great victory 
in 66r over the We t- axons, his ravages were carried into the 
heart of We sex, and the alley of the Thames opened to his 
army. To the ea t\ ard the Ea t-Saxons and London came to 
own hi supremacy j whil southward he pushed acro the river over 
Surrey. In the same year, 66I, u ex, perhap in dread of the 
West- axons found pr t ction in accepting V ulfhere's overlord hip, 
and its king was rewarded by a gift of two outlying ettlements of 
the Jut , the I I of Wight alld the lands of the Meon-wara 
along the outhampton Water, which we must upp 'e had been 
reduced by Mercian arms. The 1ercian uptemacy which thu 
reached from the Humber to the Channel and stretched we tward 
to the Wyc was the main political fact in Britain when Theodore 
landed on its shores. In fact, with the death of Oswiu in 670 all 
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effort wa finally abandoned by orthumbria to rush the rival 
states in entral or Southern Britam. 

The indu trial progress of the Mercian kingd m went hand in 
hand with .its military advance. The forest of it. We tern border, 
the marshes of its ea tern coa t, were being cleared and drained by 
mona tic colonie, who e ucce how the hold which hristianity 
had now gained over its people. Heatheni m inceed still held its 
own in the we tern woodlands j we may perhaps see \ oden-wor
ihipping miners at Alcester in the dremon of the 1 gend of Bishop 
Ecgwine of \Vorcester, who drowned the preacher's voice with the 
din of their hammers. But in spite of their hammer Ecgwine's 
preaching left one la ting mark behind it. The bishop hard how a 
swineherd, coming out from the fore t depth. on a unny glade, 
aw forms which were po ibly tho c of the Three Fair \ omen of 

the old German mythology, eated round a my tic bu h and sing
ing their unearthly song. I n his fancy the fair women transformed 
themselves into a vi ion of "the lother of Chri t j and the ilent 
glade oon became the site of an abbey dedicated to her, and of 
a town which sprang up und r its helter- the Eve ham which 
was to be hallowed in after time by the fall of Earl imon of 
Leice ter. \\ ilder even than the western woodland was the de olate 
fen-country on the eastern border of the kingdom tretching from 
the" HolJand," the unk, hollow land of Lincoln hire, to the chan:le1 
of the Ouse, a wilderness of hallow wat rs and reedy i let wrapped 
in its own dark mi t-veil and tenanted only by flocks of ·creaming 
wild-fowl. Here through the liberality of King Wulfher rose the 
abbey of Medeshamstead, our later Peterborough. On it northern 
border a hermit, Botulf, founded a little hou e which as age w nt 
by became our Botulf town or Boston. The Abbey f Ely was 
founded in the ame wild fen-country by the Lady th Ithryth, 
the wife of King Ecgfritb, who in the year 670 succeeded 0 wiu 
on the throne of Northumbria. Here, too, Guthlac, a youth of the 
royal race of Mercia, sought a refuge from the world in the ~li
tude of Cr wland, and so great was the reverence he won, that only 
two years had passed since his death wh~n the stately abbey of 
Crowland rose over his tomb. Earth was brought in boats to form 
a site; the buildings rested on oaken piles driven into the marsh 
a tone church replaced the hermit's cell, and the toil of the new 
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brotherhood charged the pools around them into fertile meadow

land. 
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renown either in government or war. Ecgfrith had succeeded 
his father Oswiu in 670, and made no ·ffort to reverse hi 
policy, or attempt to build up again a 
supremacy over the state of southern 
Britain. His ambition turned rather to 
conquests over the Briton than to victories 
over his fellow Englishmen. The war COIN Of' ECGFRITH. 

between Briton and Englishman, which 
had langui hed 'inee the battle of Chester, had been revived 
some twenty years before by an advance of the 'V t- axons 
to the south-we t. nable to save the possessions of \ Vessex 
in the evern valley and on the Cotswolds from the grasp of 
Pend a, the \i est-Sa."Xon king Cenwealh, seized the moment 
when Mercia was ab orbed in the last truggl of Pend a against 

orthumbria to seek for comp'ensation in an attack on his 

OOUAM STONE AT !'iF.WTON, 
ABeRDE1';;.'~SIll RI:!. 

A"tUrl_", ·'Su1l' .. "" b,J3IJrf.1 ClmiliAn 
Tim41.N 

, elsh neighbour. A victory at 
Bradford on the Avon enabled him 
to overrun th country ncrth of 
Mendip which had till then ben 
held by the Britons; and a second 
campaign in 65 , which ended. in 
a victory on the skirts of the great 
forest that covered orner et to the 
east, settled the \ est- aXOllS as 
conquerors round th sourc s of the 
})arret. I t may bay been the 
example of the We t- ax n which 
spyrred Ecgfrith to nlarge the 
bounds of hi kingdom h a. s ri s 
of attacks upon his :British neigh
bours in the west. Hi armic 
cha cd the Britons from southern 
Cumbria and made the districts of 
Carlisle, the Lake country, and our 
Lancashire English ground. His 

. success in this quarter was quickly 
followed by fresh gain in the north, wb rc he pushed his Con
quests over the Scots beyond Clyuc1>dale, and subdued the l'icts 
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over the Firth of Forth, so that their territory on the northern 
bank of the Forth was from this time reckoned as Northumbrian 
ground. Th~ monastery of Abercorn on the shore of the Firth of 
Forth, in which a few years later a Northumbrian bishop, Trumwine, 
fixed the seat ()f a new bishopric, was a sign of th subjection of 
the Picts to the Northumbrian overlordship. Even when recalled 
from the wars to his southern border by an attack of Wulfhere's 
in 675, the vigorous and warlike Ecgfrith proved a different foe 
from the \Vest-Saxon or the Jute, and the defeat of the king 
of Mercia was so complete that he was glad to purchase peace 
by giving up to his conqueror the province of the Lindiswaras 
or Lincolnshire. A huge part of the conquered country of the 
Lake district was be towed upon the see ,of Lindisfarne, which 
was at this time filled by one whom we hav seen befor labouring 
as the Apo tie of the Lowland. After years of mis ion labour at 
Melrose, uthbert had quitted it for Holy I land, and preached 
among the moors of Northumberland as he h d preached beside 
the banks lIf the Tweed. He remained there through the great 
secession which followed on the ynod of \Vhitby, and became 
prior of the dwindled company of brethren, now torn with endless 
di putes, again t which his patience and good humour struggled 
in vain. " orn out at l~ , t he fl d to a little i land of baltic rock, 
one of a group not far from Ida' fortr s of Bamborough, trewn 
for the mo t part with kelp and eawecd the hum~ of the gull and 
the al. In the mid t of it r se hi hut of rough tone' no turf, 
dug deep into the rock and roofed with log and tra\\'. 

The r v renee for hi anctity dr gged uthbert back in old 
age to fill the vacant l>Ce of Lindisfarne. lIe ntered Carli Ie, 
which the king had be tow d upon th bi h pric, at a moment 
when all orthumbria was waiting for news of a frc 'h campaign 
of Ecgfrith's again t the Britons in the north. The p wer of 
r orthumbria \Va already howe" r fatally 'hak II. In th s uth, 
Mercia had in 679 rencwed the attempt which had been checl-ed 
by Wulfhere' riefcat. Hi succes 'or, the l\tercian king tEthelred, 
again seized the provincc of the Lindiswaras, and the war he thus 
began with orthumbria wa only ended by a peace negotiated 
through rchbishop Theodore, which left him master of Middle 
England. Old trouble' too revi\'cd n Ecgfrith's northcrn frontier, 
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where a rising of the Picts forced him once more to cross the Firth 
of Forth, and march in the yea 685 jnt their land. A sense of 
coming ill weighed on Northumbria, and its dread WjlS quickened 

DAV ID ANI> HIS eliot . 
Anglo-Ii ; Eo.rly E iabth (;eMur)'. 

AIS . elil/. rllj. A . I. 

by a memory of the curliCS which had been pronounced by the 
bishops of Il'i land on the king, when his navy, setting out a y ar 
before from the newly-conquerea western coast, swept thc lrblh 



THE ENOL! H KINGDOMS 

shores in a raid which seemed like sacrilege to those who Joved the 
home of Aidan and Columba. As Cuthbert bent over a Roman 
fountain which st ill stood unharmed amongst the ruins of Carlisle, 
the anxious bystanders thought they caught words of ill-omen 
faJling from the old man's lips. "Perhaps," he seemed to murmur, 
"at this very hour the peril of the fight is OViCr and done." "Watch 
and pray," he said, when they questioll<!d him on the morrow j 

" watch and pray." In a few days more a solitary fugitive escaped 
from the slaughter told that the Picts had turned desperately 
to bay as the Englis~ army entered Fife; and that Ecgfrith and 
the 60\ er of his nobles lay, a ghastly ring of corpses, on the far
off moorland of N ectansmere. 

To Cuthbert the tidfng<; were tidings o~ death. His bishopric 
was soon laid aside, and two months after hi. return this island
hermitage the old man Jay dying, murmuring to the last words 
of concord and peace. Asignal of his death had been agreed upon, 
and one of those , ho stood by ran with a candle in each hand 
to a place 'i hence the light might be seen by a monk \ ho wa 
looking out from the watchtower of Lindisfarne. As the tiny gleam 
Bashed 0 er the dark reach of iea, and the watchman hurried with 
his news into the church, the brethren of Holy Island were singing, 
as it chanced, the words of the Psalmist: "Thou hast cast u out 
and cattered us abroad; Thou ha t also been displeased; Thou 
hast shown thy people heavy thing ; Thou ha'lt given us a drink 
of deadly wine.' The chant wa the dirge, not of 'uthbert only, 
but of hi hurch and hi peopl. Over both hung tbe gloom of 
a seeming failure. Strang r who knew not lona and Columba 
entel'ed into the heritage of Aidan and Cuthbert. s the Roman 
communion folded England again beneath her \V.ing men forg t 
that a hurch which pas ed utt rly away had battled with Rome 
for the spiritual head hip of We tern ChrLtel1dom, and that 
throughout the great tr 'ggle with the heathen reaction of Mid
Britain tIl new r Iigion had its centre not at anterbury, but at 
Lindisfarne. r were men long t remember that from the days of 
iEthelfrith to the day~ of Ecgfrith English politics had found their 
centre at York. But forgott n or no, orthumbria had done it 
work. By its missionaries and by its word it had won England from 
heathendom to the Chri tian Church. It had given her a new poetic 
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literature. Its m na terics were already the scat of whatever in
tellectual life thc country pOS_ (>55 d. Above all it had fir!>t 
gather d together into a 100. e political unity the vari us tribes of 
the Engli. h people, and by lanJing at their head for half a c ntury 
had accu. tomed them to a national lifc, out of which :Englan<.l a;; 
we have it now, was to . pring. 

Section IV.-The Three Kingdoms, 685- 828 . 

. 
[Aulhoritits.-A few incidents of Mercian history are pre ervcd among the 

meagre annal of Wessex, whl h form, during this period, "The Engli h 
Chronicle. But for the most part we are thrown upon latcr writel s, espccially 
Hcnryof Huntingdon and William of Maline bury, both authors of the twclfth 
century but h. \'ing acces to older mat rial now lost. The letter of Bonifacc 
and those of Ncuin, which form the most vah:able contemporary mat rials 
for this period, are gi\'cn by Dr. iles in hi "Patres Eccle i, Anglican '." 
They ha\'e al 0 been carcfully edited by Jafli< in his eri s of" J num nt. 
Gem) nic.'I. "J 

Thc suprcmacy f l Torthumbri. 0 er the Engli. h p oplc hat! 
fallen for ever with the death of Oswiu, and its power over th 
t~ibe of the north was a completely broken by th death 9f 
Ecgfrith and the defeat of • 'ectan. m reo To th n rth, th flight 
of Bi hop Trumwine from Abercorn announced the revolt of the 
Picts from her rule. In the south, Mercia proved a formidabl rival 
under iEthelred, who had succeeded \ ulfher in 675. lrcady his 
kingdom reached from the I lumber to the hannel; and • th Ir d 
in the first years of his reign had finally reduced Kent ben ath hi. 
ovcrlordship. All hope of national union . eemed indeed at an 
end, for the revival of the West-Saxon powr at thi moment 
completed the parting of the land into three states of nearly equal 
power out of which it seem d impossible that unity could come. 

inc their overthrow at Faddiley, a hundred years before, the W c. t
axons had been weakened by anarchy alld civil war, and had been 

at the mercy alike of the rival English states lind of the Britons. 
We have cen however that in 652 a revival of power had enabled 
them to drive back the Britons to the Parret. A second interval of 
order in 682 strengthened King entwine again to take up war 
with the Briton , and push his frontier as far as the Quantock, 
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A third rally of the Wcst-Saxons in 685 under Ceadwalla enablcd 
them to turn on 'their English cnemies and conquer Sussex. Ine, 
the greatest of their early kings, whosc reign covercd the long 
period from 688 to 726, carricd on during the whole of it the war 
for supremacy. Eastward, he forced Kent, Essex and London to 
own his rule. On the we~t he pushed his way southward round the 
marshes of the Parret to a more fertile tcrritory, and guarded the 
frontier of his new conquests by a fortress on the banks of the 
Tone, which has grown into the present Taunton. The \Vest
Saxons thus became masters of the whole district which now bears 
the name of Somerc;et, the land of the Somersretas, \'here the 
Tor rose like an island out of a waste of flood-drowned fen that 
stretched westward to the Channel At the ,base of this hill Inc 
established on the site of an older Rritish t1 ndation his famous 
monastery of Glastonbury. The little hamlet in which it stood took 
its English name from one of the English families, the Glrestings, 
who chose the spot for their settlement; but it had long been a 
religious shrine of the Britons, and the tradition that a second 
Patrick rested there drew thither the wandering . cholars of Ireland. 
The first inhabitant· of Inc's abbey found, as they alleged, "an 
ancient church, built by no art of man;" and be. ide this relic 
of its older Welsh owner.., Inc founded his own abbey-church of 
stone. The spiritual charge of his (.on'luests he committed to his 
kin. man Ealdhelm, the mo t famous scholar of hi - day, who 
became the first bishop of the new see of herborne, which the king 
formed out of the districts we t of elwood and the Frome, to mcct 
the need. of the ~e part. of his kingdom. I nc', code, the carlie t 
collecti Q of W t-Saxon laws which remain. to u. shows a wi e 
solicitude to provide for the civil as well a thc ecclesiastical needs 
of the mixed population over which he now ruled. II i repul 'e of 
the Mercian. , when they at last attacked \\-'c. !Ie " prO\'cd how well 
he could provide for its de{. nee. IEthelred' reign of thirty year::. 
was on almost unbroken peace, and hi activity mainly showed 

If in he planting and eodowment of monasteries, which gradu
ally cbanlCd thq face of the realm. .eolred howe\'cr, who in i09 
became king of , took up the trife with We ex for the 
overlordahip of t south, and in 71 S he marched into the ery 
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