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into a wise and temperate king. Stranger as he was, he fell back 
on "Eadgar's law;" on the old constitution of the realm, and 
owned no differelJce between conqueror and conquered, between 
Dane and Englishman. By 
the creation of four earldoms, 
those of Mercia, Northum
berland, Wessex, and East 
Anglia, he recognized pro
vincial independence, but he 
drew closer than of old the 
ties which bound the rulers 
of these great dependencies 
to the Crown. He even 
identified himself with the 
patriotism which had with
stood the stranger. The 
Church had been the centre 
of national resistance to the 
Dane, but Cnut sought above 
all its friendship. He paid 
homage to the cause for 
which lElfheah had died, by 
his translation of the Arch
bi hop's body to Canterbury. 
He atoned for his father's 
ravages by costly gifts to 

• the religious houses. He 
protected English pilgrims 
against the robber-lords of 
the Alps. His love for 
monk broke out in the song 
which he compo ed as he; 
listened to their chant at 
Ely: "Merrily sang the 
monks in Ely when Cnut 

NUT AND E)!MA MAKING A DONATIO TO 
NEW MIN. TER. 

'lIS. S10WII9H' 

King rowed by" across the vast fen-waters that urrounded their 
abbey. "Row, boatmen, near the land, and hear we these 
monks sing." 
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Cnut's letter from Rome to his English subjects marks the 
grandeur of his character and the noble l.Onception he had formed 
of kingship. " I have vowed to God tv lead a right life in all 
things," wrote the King, " to rule justly and piously my realms and 

. subjects, and to administer just judgement to all. If het'etofore I 
have done aught beyond what was just, through Iheadioess or 
negligence of youth, I am ready with God's help to amend it 
utterly." No royal officer, either for fear of the King r for favour 
of any, is to consent to injustice, none is to do wrong to rich or poor 
"as they would value my friendship and their own well-being." 
He especially denounces unfair exactions :. "I have no need that 
money be heaped together for me by unjust demands," " I have 
sen't this letter before me," Cnut ends, "that ~Il the peopl of my 
realm may rejoice in my well-doing; for as you yourselves know, 
never have I spared nor will I spare to spend myself and my toil in 
what is needful and good for my people." 

Cnut's greatest gift to his people was that of peace. With him 
began the long internal tranquillity which was from this time to be 

CARTS. 
Eleventh Ce:ltury. 

IIrs. Coli. Cla'llfl. n. ;v. 

tl~e special note of our national history. During two hundred years, 
With the one terrible interval of the orman Conquest, and the 
disturbanc~ under Stephen, England alone. among the kingdoms of 
Europe enjoyed unbroken repose. The wars of her Kings lay far 
from h:r shores, in France or Normandy, or, as witH Cnut, in the 
more distant lands of the North. The stern justice of their govern
ment secured order within, The absence of internal di!;content 
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under Cnut, perhaps too the exhaustion of the kingdom after the 
terrib,1e Danish inroads, is proved by its quiet during bis periods of 
absence. Everythi~g witnesses to the growing wealth and prosperity 

AGR[ CULTURE. 
Eleventh Century. 

/liS. Coli. Claud. B. it!. 

of the country. A great part of English soil was indeed still utterly 
uncultivated. Wide reaches of land \ er covered with wood, 

. thicket, and scrub; or consisted of heaths and moor. I n both the 

A 0 R J CUI. T U REo 
Eleventh nLury. 

illS. Harl. 603. 

east and the west there were vast tracts of marsh land; fens nearly 
one hundred miles long severed East Allglia from the midland 
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counties; sites like that of Glastonbury or Athelney w re almost 
inaccessible. The beaver still haunted marshy hollows such as 

those which lay about 
Beverley, the London 
craftsmen cha ed the 
wild boar and the 
wild ox in the woods 
of Hampstead, while 
wolves prowled round 
the homesteads of the 
North. But peace and 
the industry it en
couraged were telling 
on this waste; stag 
and wolf were retreat-

J 
PLOUGHING. 

Elc,""Cnth Century. 
.1/S. Harl. 603. 

----. 

ing before the face of man, the farmer's axe was ringing in 
the forest, and villages were springing up in the clearings. The 
growth of commerce was seen in the rich trading-ports of the 
eastern coast. The main trade lay probably in skins and ropes and 
ship masts;. and above all in the iron and steel that the Scan-

MAKING WATTLED ENCLOSURE. 
Eleventh Century. 
AIS. Harl. 603' 

dinavian lands so 
long supplied to 
Britain. But Dane 
and Norwegian 
were traders over a 
yet wider field than 
the northern seas; 
their barks entered 
the Mediterranean, 
while the overland 
route through 
Russia brought the 
wares of Constanti
nople and the East. 
"What do you 
bring to us?" the 

merchant is asked in an old English dialogue. "I bring skins, 
silks, costly gems, and gold," he answers, "besides various gar-
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ments, pigment, wine, oil, and ivory, with brass, and copper, and 
tin, silver and gold,' and such like." Men from the Rhineland 
and from Normandy, too, moored their vessels along the Thames, 
on whose rude wnarves were piled ~ strange medley of goods: 
pepper and spices from the far East, crates of gloves and gray 
cloths, it may be from the Lombard looms, sacks of wool, iron
work from Liege, butts of French wine and vinegar, and with 
them the rural products of the country it!>elf-cheese, butter, lard 
and eggs, with live swine and fowls. 

Cnut's one aim was to win the love of his people, and all tradition 
shows how wonderful was his success. But the greatness of his rule 

BOATS. 
Eleventh Century. 

At S. H a rI. 603. 

hung solely on the greatne s of his temper, and at his death the 
empire he had · built up at once fell to piece . Denmark and 
England, parted for a few ye rs by the accession of his son Harald 
to the throne of the last, were re-united under a second son, 
Harthacnut ; but the love which Cnut's justice had won turned to 
hatred before the lawlessne of his successors. The long peace 
sickened men of this fresh outburst of bloodshed and violence. 
"Never was a bloodier deed done in the land since the Danes 
came," ran the popular song, when Harald's men seized iElfred, a 
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brother of Eadmund Ironside, who had returned to England from 
Normandy. Every tenth man wa killed, the rest. . sold for 
slaves, and 1Elfred himself blinded and left to die at Ely. Harthacnut, 
more savage even than his predecessor, dug up his , rother's body 
and flung it into a marsh; while a rising at Worce ter against his 
hus-carls was punished by the burning of the town and the pill;,ge 
of the shire. His death was no Ie s brutal than hi~ life; " he died 
as he stood at his drink in the house of 0 god Clapa at Lambeth." 
England wearied of kings like these : but their crimes helped her 
to free her elf from the impos ible dream of Cnut. The North, still 
more barbarou than herself, could give her no new element of 
progres or civilization. It was the consciousness of this and the 
hatred of such rulers a Harald and Harthacnut which co-operated 
with the old feeling of reverence for the past in calling back the line 
of fEl fred to the throne. 

Section II.- The English Restoration , 1042- 1066 

Godwine It is in such transitional moments of a nation's history that it 
needs the cool prudence, the sensitive selfishness, the quick per·· · 
ception of what is possible, which distinguished the adroit politician 
whom the death of Cnut left supreme in England. Godwine is 
memorable in our history as the first English statesman who 
was neither king nor priest. Of obscure origin, his ability had 
raised :lim high in the royal favour ; he was allied to Cnut by 
marriage, entrusted by him with the earldom of Wessex, and at last 
made viceroy or justiciar in the government of the realm. In the 
wars of Scandinavia he had shown ca'urage and skill at the head of 
a body of English troops who supported Cnut, but his ttue field of 
action lay at home. Shrewd, loquent, an active admini trator, 
Godwine united vigilance, industry, and caution with a singular 
dexterity in the management of men. Dulin:.! the troubled years 
that followed the death of Cnut he had done his best to c<;>ntinue 
his master's policy in securing the internal union of England under 
a Danish sovereign and in preserving her connexion with the North. 
But at the death of Harthacnut Cnut's policy had become impossible, 
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and abandoning the Danish cause Godwine drifted with the tide of 
popula r feeling which called Eadward, the son· of h:thelred, to the 

throne. 
Eadward ha'd lived from his youth in exi le at the court of 

ormandy. A halo of tenderness spread in after-time round thi s 
last King of the old English stock j legends told of his pious 
simplicity, his blitheness and gentlenes of mood, the holiness that 
gained him his name of " Confessor" and enshrined him as a saint 

KING AND MINISTER DOING J USTICE AT A GA·rE. 
Elc\-enth Century. 

MS. Colt. Clalld. B. iv. 

In hi abb y-church at We tminster. Gleemen nng in manlier 
tones of the long peac and glorie of his reign, how warriors and 
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wi e counsellors stood r und his throne, and \Vel h and cot and 
Briton obeyed him. His w ~ the one figure that . tood out bright 
against the darkness when ngland lay trodden under foot by 
Norman e nquerors j and so dear became his memory that liberty 
and independence itself seemed incarnate in hi ' name. Instead of 
freedom, the ubj ct of William or Henry called for the" good 
laws of Eadwarc.l the onfessor." But it was a a mere shadow of • 
the past that the exile really returned to the throne of LElfred; 
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there was something shadow-like in the thin form, the delicate 
complexion, the transparent woman I hands that contrasted with 
the blue eyes and golden hair of h i~ race; and it 's almost as a 
shadow that he glides over the political stage. The work of 
government was done by sterner hands. The King's weakness 
left Godwine master of the realm, and he ruled firmly and 
wisely. Abandoning with reluctance all interference in can
dinavian politics, he guarded England with a fleet which cruised 
along the coast. 'Within, though the earldoms sti ll remained 
jealously independent, there were signs that a real political unity 
was being slowly brought about. It was ratper within than without 
that Godwine's work had to be done, and that it was well done was 
proved by the peace of the land. 

Throughout Eadward's earlier reign England lay in the hands of 
its three earls, Siward of Northumbria, Leofric of Mercia, and 
Godwine of Wessex, and it seemed a if the old tendency to 
provincial eparation was to triumph with the death of Cnut. W hat 
hindered this severance was the ambition of Godwine. His whole 
mind seemed set on the aggrandizement of his family. He had 
given his daughter to the King a wife. His own earldom embraced 
all England south of Thames. His son Harold was Earl of East 
Anglia; his son Swein secured an earldom in the west; and his 
nephew Benrn was e tablished in central England. But the first 
blow to Godwine's power came from the lawlessness of Swein. He 
seduced the abbe of Leominster, sent her home again with a yet 
more outrageous demand of her hand in marriage, and on the K ing's 
refusal to grant it fled from the rea lm. Godwine's in fluence secured 
his pardon, but on his very return to seek it Swein murdered his 
cou in Beorn, who had opposed the r~conciliation. lIe again fled 
to Flanders. and a storm of national indignation followed him over 
sea. The meeting of the Wise Men branded him as "taithjng," the 
" utterly worthless," yet in a year his father wrested a new pardon 
from the King and restored him to his earldom. The scandalous 
inlawing of such a cri minal left Godwine alone in a struggle which 
soon arose with Eadward himsel( The King was a stranger in his 
realm, and his sympathies lay naturally with the home and friends 
of his youth and exile. He spoke the Norman tongue. He used 
in Norman fashion a seal for his charters. He set Norman favourites 
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in the highest posts of Church and State. Strangers such as these, 
though hostile 'to the minister, were powerless against Godwine's 
influence and ability, and when at a later time they ventured to 
stand alone against him they fell without a blow. But the general 
ill-will at wein's inlawing enabled them to stir Eadward to attack 
the Earl. A trivial qU'1.rrel brought the opportunity. On his return 
from a visit to the court Eustace Count of Boulogne, the husband 
of the King's sister, demanded quarters for his train in Dover. 
Strife arose, and many both of the burghers and foreigners were 
slain. All Godwine's better nature withstood Eadward when the King 
angrily bade him exact vengeance from the town for the affront 
to his kinsman; and he claimed a fair trial for the townsmen. 
Eadward looked on his refusal .as an out~age, and the quarrel 
widened into open strife. Godwine at once gathered his forces and 
marched upon Gloucester, demanding the expulsion of the foreign 
favourites; but even in a just quarrel the country was cold in his 
support. The Earls of Mercia and Northumberland united their 
forces to those of Eadward ; and in a gathering of the Wise Men 
at London wein's outlawry was renewed, while Godwine, declining 
with his usual prudence a useless struggle, withdrew oversea to 
Flanders. 

But the wlath of the nation was appeased by his fall. Great as 
were Godwine's faults, he was the one man who now stood between 
England and the rule of the stranger who flocked to the Court; 
and a year had hardly pas ed when at .the appearance uf his fleet 
in the Thames Eadward wa once more forced to yield. The 
foreign prelates and bishops fled oversea, outlawed by the arne 
meeting of the Wise Men which restored Godwine to hi home. 
He returned only to die, and the direction of affairs pas ed 
quietly to his son. 

Harold came to power unfettered by the obstacle which had 
beset his father, and for twelve years he wa the actual governor of 
the realm. The courage, the ability, the genius for administration, 
the ambition and subtlety of Godwine were found again in his son. 
In the internal government of England he followed out his father's 
policy while avoiding its exce es. Peace wa preserved, justice 
administered, and the realm increased in wealth and prosperity. Its 
gold work and embroidery became famous in the markets of 
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which, arming hi troops with weapons adapted for mountair;t con
flict, he penetrated to the heart of its fa tnesses and reduc d the 
country to complete submi. sion. But it was a prosperity poor in 

Eleventh Century. 
ilfS. C.II. Claud. B. i". 

the nobler elements of national activity, and dead to the more vivid 
influences of 5piritual life. Literature, which on the ontinent was 
kindling into a new activity, died down in England into a few 
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psalters and homilies. The few minsters raised by king or earls 
contrasted strangely with the religious enthusiasm which was cover
ing Normandy and the Rhineland with stately buildings. The 
Church sank;nto lethargy. Stigand, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was the adherent of an antipope, and the highest dignity of the 
English Church was kept in a state of suspension. No important 
ecclesiastical synod, no Church refurm, broke the slumbers of its 
clergy. Abroad Europe was waking to a ne"o/ revival of literature, 
of art, of religion, but Enghll1d was all but severed from the Con
tinent. Like Godwine, Harold's energy seemed to devote itself 
wholly to self-aggrandizement. With the gift of the orthumbrian 
earldom on Siward's death to Harold's brother Tostig, all England, 
save a small part of the older Mercia, lay in' the hands of the house 
of Godwine. As the childless Eadward drew to the grave his 
minister drew closer and closer to the throne. One obstacle after 
another was swept from his path. revolt of the Northumbrians 
drove Tostig, his most dangerous opponent, to Flanders, and the 
Earl was able to win over the Mercian house of Leofric to his 
cau. e by owning Morkere, the brother of the Mercian Earl Ead
wine, as Tostig's successor. His aim was in fact attained without a 
struggle, and the nobles and bishop who were gathered round the 
death-bed of the Confessor passed quietly at once from it to the 
election and coronation of Harold. 

Section III.- N ormandy and the Normans, 912- 1066 

[Autllon"iies. - Dudo of S. Quentin, a verbose and confused writer, has pre
served the earliest Norman traditions. His work is abridged and continued by 
\ViIlialll of JUlllieges, a contemporary of the Conqueror, whose work form the 
base of the" Roman de Rou," composed by Wace in the time of Henr), the 
$econd. The religious movement is best told by OrdericlIs Vitalis, a Norman 
writer of the twelfth century, rrl)ssiping and confused, but full of valuable infor
mation. For Lanfrallc see" Lanfr nei pera, ed. Giles," and the life in Hook's 
"Ar hbishops of Canterbury." For Anselm see the admirable biography by 
Dean Church. The general history of Normandy is told diffusely but 
picturesquely by Sir F. Palgrave." ormandyand England," more accurately 
and succinctly by Mr. Freeman, " History of orman Conquest," vols. i. and ii.] 
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The quiet of Harold's accession was at once broken by news Nor-

of danger from a land which, strange as it seemed then, was maud, 
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soon to become almost a part of England itself. A walk through 
onnandy teaches one more of the age of nur history which we are 

about to traverse than aJl the books in the world. The story of 
the Conquest starids written in the stately vault of the minster at 
Caen which till cover the tomb of the . onqueror. The name of 
each hamlet by the road ide has its memorie for English ears; a 

ABBEY CHURCH OF S. STEPHEN AT CAEN. 

fragment of castle wall marks the home of the Bruce, a tiny little 
village preserves the name of the Percy. The v<!ry look of the 
country and it people seem familiar to us ; the peasant in his cap 
and blouse recalls the build and featur s of the small English 
farmer; the fields ab ut aen, with their dense hedgerows, their 
elms, their apple-orchard, are the very picture of an English 
country-side. On the windy heights around rise the square grey 
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keeps which Nqrmandy l}andecl on to the cliffs of Richmond' or the 
banks of Thames, while huge cathedrals lift themselves over the red
tiled roofs of little market towns, the models of the stately fabrics 
which superseded the lowlier churches of ·LElfred or Dunstan. 

Hr91f the . Ganger, or Walker, a Norwegian and a pirate leader 
like Guthrum or Hasting, had wrested the land on ei~her side the 
mouth of Seine ·from the French king, Charles the ~imple, at the 
moment when .lEI fred's children were beginning their c:onquest of 
the English Danelaw. The treaty in which France purchased 
peace by this cession of the coast was a close imitation of the 
peace of Wed more . • Hrolf, like Guthrum, wa baptized, received 
the king's daughter in marriage, and became his vassal for th€! 
territory which now took the name of "the Northman's land" or 
Normandy. But vassalage and the new faith sat alike lightly on 
the pir.ate. 0 such ties of blood and speech tended to unite the 

. northman with the French among whom he settled along the Seine 
as united him to the Englishmen among who he settled along 
the Humber. William Longsword, the son of Hrolf, though 
wavering towards France and Christianity, remained a northman 
in heart; he called in a Danish colony to occupy his conquest of 
the ntentin, the pcnin ula which runs out from St. Michael's 
Mount to the cliffs of Cherbourg, and reared his boy among the 
northmen of Bayeux, wher~ the Danish tongue and fashions most 
stubbornly held their own. A heathen reaction followed his death, 
and the bulk of the Norman., with the child Duke Richard, fell 
away for the time from Christianity, while new pirate-fleets came 
swarming up the Seine. To the close of the century the whole 
people are still" Pirates" to the French around them, their land 
the" Pirates' land," their Duke the" Pirates' Duke." 

Yet in the end the arne forces which merged the Dane in the 
Englishman told even m0re powerfully on the Dane in France. 
No race has ever shown are' ter power of absorbing all the nobler 
characteristi s of the peoples with whom they came in contact, or 
of infusing their own energy into them. Durillg the. long reign of 
Duke Richard the Fearle , the son of William Longsword, 
heathen Norman pirates became French Christians, and feudal . at 
heart. The old orse language lived only at Bayeu.', and in a 
few local names. As the old northern freedom died siiently away. 
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the descendants of the pirates became feudal noble, and the 
"Pirates' land" sank into the mwt loyal of the fiefs of France. 
The change of manners was acc<?mpaOlcd by a change of faith, a 
change which bound the land where heathendom had fought 
tubbornly for life to the cause of Christianity and the Church. 

The Dukes were the first to be touched by the new faith, but as 
the religious movement spread to the people it was welcomed with 
an almost passionate fanaticism. Every road was cro vded with 
pilgrims. Monasteries ro e . in eve~y forest glade. _erlouin, a 
knight of Brionne, sought helter from the world in a little valley 
edged in with wood of ash and elm; through which a beck or 
rivulet (to which his house owed its after-name) runs do n to the 
Ri Ie. He was one day busy building an oven with his own hands 
when a tranger greeted him with" God save you!" "Are you a 
Lombard?" asked the knight-abbot, struck with the foreign look 
of thc man. "I am," he replied: and praying to be made a monk, 
the stranger feU down at the mouth of the oven and kis d 
Herlouin's feet. The Lombard was Lanfranc' of Pavia, a cholar 
especially skilled in the tradition of the Roman law, who had 
wandered across the Alp to found a school at Avranches, and was 
now drawn to a religious life by the fame of Herlouin's sanctity. 
The religious impul e was a real one, but Lanfranc was destined to 
be known rather as a great administrator and statesman than a a 
saint. His teaching raised Bec in a few years into the most famous 
school of Christendom: it was in fact the first wave of the in
tellectual movement which was spreading from Italy to the ruder 
countries of the West. The whole mental activity of the time 
seemed concentrated in the group of scholars who gatHered round 
him; the fabric of the canon law and of mediceval scholasticism, 
with the philosophical scepticism which first awoke under its 
influence, all trace their origin to Bec. 

The most famous of these scholars was Anselm of Aosta, an 
Hali.w like Lanfranc himself, and who was socn to succeed him as 
Prior and teacher at Bec. Friends as they were, no two men could 
be more strangely unlike. Anselm had grown to manhooJ in the 
quiet solitude of his mountain-valley, a tender-hearted poet
dreamer, with a soul pure as the Alpine snows above him, and an 
intelligence keen and clear as the mountain air. The whole temper 
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of the man was p,!-inted in a dream of his youth. It seemed to 
him as though heaven lay, a stately palace, amid the gleaming hill
peaks, while the. women reaping ·in the corn-fields of the valley 
became harve t-maidens of its heavenly King. They reaped idly, 
and Anselm, grieved at their sloth, hastily climbed the mountain-
ide to accuse them to their I rd. As he reached the palace the 

King's voice called him to his feet, and he poured forth his tale ; 
then at the royal bidding bread of an unearthly whiteness was set 

before him, and he ate and was refreshed. The dream passed with 
the morning; but the sense of heaven's nearness to earth, the fervid 
loyalty to the service of his Lord, the tender restfulness and peace 
in the Divine pre ence which it reflected became the life of 
An elm. Wandering like other Italian scholars to Normandy, he 
became a monk under Lanfranc, and on his t acher's removal to 
higher dutie succeeded him in the direction of the Abbey of Bec. 

o teacher has ever thrown a greater pirit of love into his toil. 
"Force your scholar . to improve!" he burst out to another teacher 
who relied on blow and compulsion. "Did you ever see a 
craft man fa hion a fair image out of a golden plate by blows 
alone? Does he not now gently press it and strike it with his 
tuols, no v with wise art yet more gently raise and shape it? 
v hat do ytlur scholars turn into under this ceaseless beating?" 
"They turn only brutal," was the repl. .. You have bad luck," 
was the keen answer, "in a training that only turns men into 
beast ." The worst natures oftened before this tenderness and 
patience. Even the Conqueror, so har h and terrible to others, 
became another man, gracious and ea y of speech, with Anselm. 

But amidst his absorbing cares a a ' teacher, the Prior of Bee 
found time for philo ophical peculation , to which we owe the 
great cientific inquiries which built up the theology of the middle 
ages. His famous works were the fir t attempts of any Chri tian 
thinker to elicit the idea of God from the very nature of the human 

rcason. Hi passion for abstru e thought robbed him of food and 
sleep. ometimes h . could hardIy pray. Often the night was a 
long watch till he could seize his conception and write it on the 
wax tablets which lay beside him. But not even a fever of intense 
thought such as this could draw An elm' heart from its passionate 
tenderness and love. Sick monks in the infirmary could relish no 
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drink save the juice which hi hand had squ ez d ~ r them from 
the grape-bunch. 1 n th later days of hi < rchbishoprick a hare 
chased by the hound took refuge under hi. ho ,and hi ' voic 
grew loud a he forbade a huntsman to stir in th ha while t1l 
creature darted off again to the woods. Even the rreed f land 
for the Church to which 0 many religious men) ielded ~ und it 
characteristic rebuke, as tIJe battling Jawyers aw An elm quietly 
close his eyes in court and go peacefully to leep. 
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Section IV.- The Conqueror, 1°42- 1066 

[Autllon·lies.-Primarily the" Gesta Willelmi " of his chaplain, \ jJliam of 
Poitiers, a violent partizan of the Duke. W,i lliam of Jumi~ges is here a con
temporar), and of great value. Orderic and ace, with the other riming 
chronicle of Benoit de Sainte-More, come in the second place. For the in
vasion and Senlac we have, in addition, the contemporary" Carmen de Delio 
Hastingensi," by Guy, Bishop of Amiens, and the invaluable pictures of the 
Bayeux Tapestry. The English account are most meagre. The invasion and 
battle of Senlac are the subject of Mr. Freeman's third volume (" Hi tory of 

orman Conquest ").) 

IT was not this new fervour of faith only which drove orman 
pilgrims in flock to the shrines of Italy and the Holy Land. The 
old northern spirit of adventure turned the pilgrims into Crusaders, 
and the flower of orman knighthood, impatient of the stern rule 
of their Dukes, followed Roger de Toesny against th Me> lem of 
Spain, or enlisted under the banner of the Greeks in their war 
with the Arabs who had conquered Sicily. The ormans became 
conquerors under Robert Guiscard, a knight who had left hi home 
in the Cotentin with a single follower, but who 'e valour and 
wi dom soon placed him at the head of his fellow-soldier in Italy. 
Attacking the Greeks, whom they had hitherto served, the Norman 
knights wre ted Apulia from them in an overthrow at Cannre. 
Guiscard himself led them to the conquest of Calabria and the 
great trading cities of the coast, while thirty years of warfare gave 
Sicily to the followers of his brother Roger. The two conquests 
were united under a line of princes to whose munificence art owes 
the splendour of Palermo and Monreale, and literature the first 
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outbur t of Italian song. ormandy, still seething with vigorous 
life, was stirred to greed and enterprise by this plunder of the 
South, and the rumour of Gui card's exploits roused into more 
ardent life the daring ambition of its Duke. 

William the Great, as men of hi own day tyled him, William 
the Conqueror, as by one event he stamped him elf on our history, 
was now Duke of ormandy. The full grandeur of his indomitable 
will, his larg and patient state man hip, the loftiness of aim which 
lift him out of the petty incident of his age, were as yet only 

CASTI.E ~. ARQUES. 
iluil. by 11 rebel b:>.ron in William'. boyhood. 

partly disc10 d. But there never wa a moment from his boyhood 
wh n h wa not am ng the greate·t of men. Hi life wa one 
long ma.'tering f difficulty aftet difficulty. The hame of his birth 
remained in hi~ name f" the Ba tard." Hi father, Duke Robert, 
had n rlotta, til daught r of a tanner of the town, wa hing her 
linen in the little br k by Falai 'e, and loving her had made her 
the m th r of his b y. Robert's departure on a pilgrimage from 
which he n v r r turnc . I fl William a child-rul r among the most 
turbulent baronage in Cbri tendom, and treason and anarchy sur-
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rounded him a he grew to manhoo(l. Di ord r broke at I st into 
open re olt. Surpri cd in his hun ting . eat at Valognes by the 
ri ina- of the Be sin and Cotentin districts, in which the pirate 1°4:: 

TO 
1066 

1047 

<> 

temper and lawlessness lingered longest, William had only time to 
dash through the fords of Vire with the rebels on his track. A 

. . fierce combat of horse on the slopes of Val-es-dunes, io th~, south
eastward of Caen, left him master of the duchy, and the olt! 

candinavian Normandy yielded for ever to the new civilization 
which streamed in with French alliances and the French tongue. 
William was himself a type of the transition .• Tn the young duke's 
character the old world mingled strangely with the new, the pirate 
jostled roughly w!th the statesman. William was the most terrible, 
as he was the last outcome of the northern race. The very spirit 
of the " ea-wolves" who had so long "lived on the pillage of the 
world" seemed embodied in his gigantic form, his enormous 
strength, his savage countenance, ,hi de perate bravery, the fury 
of his wrath, the ruthlessness of his revenge. I, 0 knight under 
heaven," hi enemies confessed, "was William's peer." Boy as he ' 
wa , horse and man went down before his lance at Val-es-dune_ 
All the fierce gaiety of his nature broke out in the chivalrous 
adventures of his youth, in his rout of fifteen Angevins with but 
five soldiers at his back, in his defiant ride over the ground which 
Geoffry Martel claimed from him, a ride with hawk on fist a' 
though war and the chase were one. No mall could bend his bow. 
His mace crashed its way through a ring of English warriors to the 
foot of the Standard. He 1'0 e to his greatest heights in moments 
when other men despaired. His voice rang out like a trumpet to 
rally his soldiers as they fled before th.e English charge at Senlac. 
In his winter march on Chester he strode afoot at the head ('If his 
fainting troops, and helped with his own hands to clear a road 
through the 5nowd rifts. With the northman's daring broke out 
th n,orthman's pitilessness. When the to\ nsmen of Alens;on 
hung raw hides along their walls jn scorn of the baseness of hi$ 
birth, with cries of" Work for the Tanner!" William tore out his 
prisoners' eyes, cut off their hands and feet, and flung them into 
the town. At the close of his greatest victory he refu ed Harold's 
body a grave. Hundreds of Hampshire men were driven from 
their homes to make him a hunting-ground, and his harrying of 
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Northumbria left the north of England a desolate waste. There is 
a grim, ruthlc s ring about his very jests. In his old age Philip of 
Fr· nee mocked at'the Conqueror'. unwieldy bulk and at the sickness 
which confin d him to his . bed at Rouen. "King William has as 
lo~g a lying-in," laughed his 'enemy, ., as a woman behind her 
curtains!" "When I get up," swore William, " I will go to mass in 
Philip's land, and bring a rich offering for my churching. I will 
offer a thousand candles for my fee. Flaming brands shall they be, 
and steel shall glitter over the fire they make." At harvest-tide town 
and hamlet flaring into ashes along the French border .fulfilled the 
Conqueror's vow. There is the same savage temper in the loneliness 
of his life. He reeked little Qf men's love or hate. His grim look, 
his pride, his silence, his wild outbursts of passion, spread terror 
through his court. "So stark and fierce was he," says the English 
Chronicler, "that none dared resist his will." His graciousness to 
Anselm only brought out into stronger r lief the general harshness 
of his tone. His very wrath was solitary. "To no man spake he, 
and no man dared speak to him," when the news reached him of 
Harold's accession to the throne. It was only when. he passed from 
the palace to the loneliness of the woods that the King's temper 
unbent. "He loved the \ ild deer as though he had been their 
father. Whosoever should slay hart or hirrd man should blind 
him." Death itself took its colour from the savage solitude of his 
life. Priests and nobles fled as the last breath left llim, and the 

onqueror's body lay naked and lonely on the floor. 
It was the genius of William which lifted him out of this mere 

northman into a great general and a great statesman. The growth 
of the No~man power was jealously watched by Geoffry Martel, 
the ount of Anjou, and his influence succeeded in converting 
France from friet;ld to foe. The danger changed William at once 
from the chivalrous knight-errant of Val-es-dunes into a wary 
strategist. As the French army crossed the border he hung 
cautiously on its flanks, till a division which had encamped in the 
little town of Mortemel' had been 'surpri cd and cut to piece by 
his soldiers. A second divi ion \Va still held at bay by the duke 
himself, when Ralph de Toesny, climbing up into a tree, shouted 
to them the news of their comrades' fall. "U P, up, Frenchmen! 
you sleep too long: go bury your friends that lie slain at Mortemer." 
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A second and more formidahle invasion four years later wa met 
with the same cautious strategy. William hung on the French
men' flank, looking coolly on while town and abbey were plun
dered, the Bessin ravaged, Caen sacked, and the invade~'s prepared 
to cro s the Dive at araville and carry fire and sword into the 
rich land of Lisieux. But only half the army was over the river 
when the Duke fell suddenly upon its rear. Th fight raged till 
the rising of the tide cut the French force, as Wilham had fore
seen hopele ly in two. Huddled together on a narrow cau eway, 
swept by the orman arrows, knight, footmen, and baggage train 
were involved in the ame ruin. Not a · man e caped, and the 
French king, who had been forced to look on helplessl from the 
opposite bank, fled home to die. The death of Geoffry Martel left 
WilIiam without a rival among the prince of France. Maine, the 
border land between orman and ~gevin, and which h d for 
the last ten years been held by Anjou, ubmitted without a struggle 
to his rule. Britanny, which had joined the league of his foes wa 
reduced to submission by a single march. 

1042 
TO 

1066 

1060 

William 
and Nor

mandy 

All this activity abroad was far from distracting the uke's 
attention from ormandy itself. It was hard to secure pearp. and 
order in a land filled with turbulent robber-lords. "The Norman 
must be trodden down and kept under foot," said one of their 
poets, " for he only who bridles them may use them at his need." 
William "could never love a robber." His stern protection of 
trader and peasant roused the baronage through his first ten years 
to incessant revolt. His very kinsfolk headed the di content, and 
summoned the French king to their aid. But th victories of 
Mortemer and Varaville left the re~ls at his mercy. ome rotted 
in his dungeons, some were driven into exile, and joined the con
querors of Apulia and icily. The land settled down into peace 
and order, and William turned to the reform of the Church. 
Malger, the Archbishop of Rouen, a mere hunting and fea ting 
prelate, was summarily deposed, and his place filled by Mauriliu 
a French ecclesiastic of piety and learning. Frequent council 
under the Duke's guidance amended the morals of the clergy . 

. The school of Bec, as we have seen, had become a centre of 
education; and William, with the keen insight into men which 
formed so marked a feature in his genius, select d its prior as 
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his chief adviser. In a strife with the Papacy which the Duke 
had provoked by h'is marriage with Matilda of Flanders, Lanfranc 
took the side of ~ome, and his opposition had been punished by 

ABBE ClIu~rl! OIf )UMl/;GES. 
a.ve and tower built 10-40-1058. 

a ~entenc(. f bani hment. The Prior ct out on a lame horse 
th only one his hQu!:e could afford, and , as overtaken by the 
Duke, impatient that he hould quit Normandy. "Give me a 
better horse and I shall go the quick r," replied the imperturbable 
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Lombard, and the Duke' wrath pas ed into laughter and good
will. From that hour Lanfranc be<:am his minist r and counsellor, 
whether for affairs in the duchy it If or for the more daring 
cherne of ambition which were opened up to him by the position 

of England. 
For half a century the two countries had been drawing near r 

together. At the close of the reign of Richard the Fearless the 
Dani h de cent upon the English coa t had found support in Nor
mandy, and their fleet had wintered in her ports. It was to revenge 
the e attacks that .tEthelred had despatched a fleet across the 
Channel to ravage the Cotentin, but the fle~t was repulsed, and the 
strife appeased by .tEthelred' marriage with Emma, a ister ot 
Richard the Good. .tEthelred with his children found shelter in 

ormandy from the Danish kings, and, if Norman accounts are to 
be trusted, contrary winds alone pre_vented a orman fleet from 
undertaking their restoration. The peaceful recall of Eadward to 
the throne seemed to open England to Norman ambition, and 
Godwine was no sooner banished than Duke William appear d at 
the English court, and received, as he afterwards asserted, a promi 
of succession to it throne from the King. Such a promise, uncon
firmed by the national assembly of the Wise Men, was utterly' 
valuele s, and for the moment Godwine's recall put an end to 
\1 illiam's hopes. They are said to have been revived by a storm 
which threw Harold, while cruising in the Channel, on the French 
coast, and William forced him to swear on the relics of saints to 
support the Duke's claim as the price of his own return to England: 
but the news of the King's death was at once followed by that of 
Harold's accession, and after a bu~ t of furiou pas ion the Duke 
prepared to enforce his claim by arms. William did not claim the 
Crown. He claimed imply the right which he afterwards used 
when his sword had won it, of presenting himself for el ction by 
the nation, and he believed himself entitled so to present him elf 
i>y the direct commendation of the Confessor. The actual election 
of Harold which stood in his way, hurried as it was, he did not 
recognize as valid. But with this constitutional claim was inextric
ably mingled his resentment at the private wrong which Harold 
had done him, and a re olve to exact vengeance on the man whom 
he regarded as untrue to his oath. 
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The difficultie in the way of his enterpri e were indeed 
enormou. He could reckon on no • ui>port within England itself. 

t home he had to extort the con ent of his own r·I ctant baron
age; to gather a motley host fr m every quarter of 1'r lce, and to 
keep it together for months; to create a fleet, to cut dO\ n the very 
trees, to build, to launch, to man the vessels; and to find time 
amid t all this for the common bu iness of government, for negotia
tions with Denmark and the Empire, with France, Britanny, and 

njou, with Flanders and with Rome. His rival's difficulties were 
hardly les than hi own. Harold wa threaten d with invasion 
not only by William but by hi brother °Tostig, who had taken 
refuge in Nonvay and secured the aid of its king, Harald Hardrada. 
The fleet and army he had gathered Jay watching fi r months along 
the coast. Hi one tanding force wa his body of hu -carls, 
but their numbers only enabled them to act as the nucleus of an 
army. On the other hand the Land-fyrd, or general levy of 
fighting-men, was a body easy to raise for any single encounter, 
but hard to keep together. To a semble such a force was to bring 
labour to a standstill. The men gathered und r the King's 
tandard were the farmers and plough men of their fields. he 
hips were the fishing-vessels of the coast. In eptember the ta ~ 

of holding them together became impossible, but their di. per ion 
had hardly taken place when the two clouds which had so long 
been gathering burst at once upon the realm. A change of wind 
released the landlocked armament of William; but before changing, 
the wind which prisoned the Duke had flung the host of Harald 
Hardrada on the coast of Yorkshire. The King hastened with his 
household troops to the north, and r pul!>ed the invaders in a 
decisive overthrow at Stamford B~idge, in the neighbourh(\{)d of 
York; but ere he could hurry back to London the rrnan host 
had crossed the sea, and \Villiam, who had anchor d on the 28th 
off Peven ey, was ravaging the coa t to bring hi rival to an en
gagement. His mercile s ravage succeed d a they were intended, 
in drawing Harold from London to the south; but the King wisely 
refused to attack with the forces he had ha tily summoned to his 
banner. If he was forced to give battle, he resolved to give it on 
ground he had himself chosen, and advancing near enough to the 
coast to check William's ravages, he entrenched himself on a hill 
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known afterwards as that of enlac, a low spur of thl': Sussex 
Downs near Hastings. His position covered London, and drove 
William to concentrate his forces. With a host subsi ting by 
pillage, to concentrate i to tarve; and no alternative !Was left to 
William but a deci ive victory or ruin. 

The Along the higher ground that leads from Hastings the Duke led 
Sattle of h· . h d· d fOb . I · d f Senlac IS men m t e lin awn 0 an eto er mornmg to t le moun 0 

Oct. f4 Telham:- It wa from this point that the Normans saw the host of 
the English gathered thickly behind a rough trench and a stockade 
on the height of enlac. Mar hy ground covered their right; on 
the left, the most exposed part of the position, the hus-carls or 
body-guard of Harold, men in full armour and wielding huge axes, 
were grouped round the Golden Dragon of Wessex and the 
Standard of the King. The re t of the ground was cove~ed by 
thick masses of half-armed rustics who had flocked at Harold's 
summons to the fight with the stranger. It was against the centre 
of this formidable position that William arrayed his orman knight
hood, while the mercenary forces he had gathered in France and 
Britanny were ordered to attack its flank . general charge of 
the Norman foot opened the battle; in front rode the min<trel 
Taillefer, tossing his sword in the air and catching it again while 
be chaunted the song of Roland. He was ~e first of the host who 
struck a blow, and he was the fir t to fall. The charge broke' 
vainly on the stout stockade behind which the English warriors 
plied -axe and javelin with fierce cries of "Out, out," and the 
repulse of the orman footmen was followed by a repulse of 
the Norman horse. Again and again the Duke rallied and 
Jed them to the fatal stockade. All the fury of fight that 
glowed in his Nor em an's blood, ali the headlong valour that had 
spurred him over the slopes of Val-es-dunes, mingled th t day with 
the coolness of head, the dogged persever.ance, the inexhaustible 
faculty of resource which had shone at Mortemer and Vara
ville. His Breton troop, entangled in the marshy ground on his 
left, broke in disorder, and as panic spread through the army" a cry 
arose that the Duke was slain. "I live," shouted William, as he 
tore off his helmet, " and by God's help will conquer yet." Mad
dened by repulse, the Duke spurred right at the Standard; un
horsed, his terrible mace struck down Gyrth, the King's brother; 
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again dismounted, ,a blow from his hand hurled to the ground an 
unmannerly rider who would not lend him his steed. Amidst the 
roar and tumult of the battle he turned the flight he had arrested 
into tht: means of victory. Broken as the stockade was by his des
perate onset, the !>hi ld-wall of the warriors behind it still held the 

onnans at bay till William by a feint of fli ght drew a part of the 
English force from their post of vantage. Turning on his dis
orderly pur ·uers, the Duke cut them to pieces, broke through the 
abandoned line, and made himself master of the central ground. 
Meanwhile the French and Bretons made good their ascen t on 
either flank. At three the hill seemed won, at six the fight still 
raged around the tandard, where Harold 's hus-carls stood stub
bornly at bay on a spot marked afterwards by- the high altar of 
Battle Abbey. An order from the Duke at last brought his archers 
to the front and their arrow-flight told heavily on the den e masses 
crowded around the King. As the sun went down a haft pierced 
Harold's right eye; he fell between the royal en ·igns, and the 
battle clo d with a desperate melly over his corp e. While night 
overed the flight of the English, the Conqueror pitched his tent on 

th very spot where hi rival had fallen, and" sat down to eat and 
drink among the dead." 

ecuring Romney -and Dover, the Duke marched by Canter
bury upon London. Faction and intrigut: were doing hi work for 
him a he advanced. Harold's brothers had fallen with the King 
on the field of en lac, and there wa none of the hou e of Godwine 
to conte t the crown; while of the old royal line there remained 
but a single' boy, Eadgar the .tEtheling, son of the eldest of Ead
mund Iron id 's children, who had fled before nut' per ecution 
as far a Hungary for shelter. Boy a he wa , he wa chosen 
king; but the choice gave little strength to the national cau e. 
The widow of the Confe sor surrendered Winche ter to the Duke. 
The bi hops gathered at Lor. on inclined to ubmi ion. The 
citizens them elve faltered a William, pa ing by their walls, gave 
Southwark to the flame. The throne of the boy-king really rested 
for support on the arls of Mercia and orthumbria, adwine and 
Morkere; and William, eros ing the Thame at Wallingford and 
marching into Hertford hire, threatened to cut them off from their 
earldoms. The masterly movement brought about an instant sub-
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mission. Eadwine and Morkere retreated hastily home from 
London, and the city gavf' way at nce. Eadgar himself was at 
the head of the deputation who c me to offer the crown to the 
Norman Duke. "They bowed to him," says the Engtish annalist 

. pathetically, " for need." They bowed to the Norman as they had 
bowed to the Dane, and William accepted the crown in the spirit of 
Cnut London indeed was secured by the erection of a fortress 
which afterwards grew into the Tower, but William desired to reign 
not as a conqueror but as a lawful king. He received the crown at 
We tmin ter from the hands of Archbishop Ealdred, amidst shouts 
of "Yea, Yea," from his new English subjects. Fine from the 
greater landowners atoned for a resistance which wa now counted 
as rebellion; but with this exception every mea ure of the new 
sovereign indicaterl his desire of ruling as a successor of Eadward 
or lElfred. A yet indeed the greater part of England remained 
quietly aloof from him, and he can hardly be said to have been 
recognized as king by orthumberland or the greater pa t of 
Mercia. But to the east of a line which stretched from Norwic 1 to 
Dorsetshire his rule wa unquestioned, and over this portion hI! 
ruled as an English king. His soldiers were kept in strict order. 

o change was made in law or custom. The privileges of London, 
were recognized by a royal writ which still remains, the mos~ 

venerable of its muniments, among the city's archives. Peace and 
order were restored. William even attempted, though in vain, to 
learn the English tongue that he might personaily aci"mini ter 
justice to the suitors in his court. The kingdom seemed so tran
quil that only a few months had passed after the battle of enlac 
when William, leaving England i!l charge of his brother, Odo 
Bishop of Bayeux, and his minister, William Fitz-Osbern, returned 
for a while to Normandy. 
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Section V.- The Norman Conquest, 1068- 1071 

[Aut/writies. - The Norman writers as ~efore, Orderic being particularly 
valuable and detai led . The Chronicle and Florence of Wore ster a re the 
primary Engli h authorities (for the so~called " Inguli' of Croyland" is a 
forgery of the 14th century). Domesday Book is of course indispensable for 
the orman settlement ; the introduction tll it by Sir Henry Ellis gives a brief 
account of its chief results. Among secondary authorities Simeon of Durham 
is useful tor northern matters, and William of Malmesbury valuable from his 
remarkable combination of Norman and English feeling. The orman Con
stitution is described at length by Lingard, but best studied in the Constitutional 
History and Select Charters of Dr. Stubbs. The" Anglia J udaica " of Toovey 
gives some account of tb Jewish colonies. For the history as a \vhoJe, see 
Mr. Freeman's" Norman Conqup.st," voJ. iv. ] 
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It is not to his victory at Sen lac, but to th struggle which The 

f N h 7 I Nationa.l followed his return rom ormandy, t at V\ i liam owes his title of ReVOlt 

the " Conqueror." During his ab ence Bishop Odo's tyranny had 
forced the Kentish-
men to seek aid from 
Count Eu tace of 
Boulogne; whi le the 
VV Ish princes up
ported a similar risi llg 
against orman op
pression in the west. 
But as yet the bulk 
of the land held fairly 
to the new king. 
Dover was saved from 
Eustace; and the dis
contented fl ed over 
sea to seek refuge in 
lands as far off as 
Constantinople, where 
Englishm n from thi s 
time formed great part 
of the body-guard or 

GRRAT SRAL OF WJLLJA~l TJJk: CONQUEROR. 

Varangians of the Eastern Emperors. William returned to take 

hi place again as an English King. It was with an Engli h force 
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that he subdued a rising in the south-west Jed by Exeter, and it 
was at the head of an English army that he completed his work by 
marching to the No,rth. His march brought Eadwine and Morkere 
again to submi sion i a fresh rising ended in the occu ation of 
York, and England as far as the Tees lay quietly at William's feet. 

It was in fact only the national revolt of 1068 that transformed 
the King into a Conqueror. The signal for this revolt came from 
without. Swein, the king of Denmark, had for two y aI's been 
preparing to dispute England with the Norman, and on the ap
pearance of his fleet in the Humber, all northern, all western and 
south-western England rose as one man. °Eadgar the JEtheling 
with a band of exiles who had taken refuge in Scotland took the 
head of the orthumbrian revolt i in the south-west the men of 
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Devon, Somerset, and Dorset 
gathered to the sieges of Exeter 
and Montacute i while a uew ~ or
man castle at Shrewsbury alone 
bridled a rising in the west. 0 

ably had the revolt been planned 
that even William was takpn by 
surprise. The news of the loss of . 
York and of the slaughter of three 
thousand ormans who formed 
its garrison reached him as he was 
hunting in the Forest of Dean i and 
in a wild outburst of wrath the king 
Swore "by the splendour of God" 
to av.enge himself on the North. 
But wrath went hand in hand 
with the coolest statesmanship. 

William saw clearly that the centre of resistance lay in the Danish 
fleet, and pushing rapidly to the Humber with a handful of horse
men, he purchased by a heavy bribe its inactivity and withdrawal. 
Then leaving York to the last, William turned rapidly westward 
with the troops which gathered round him, and swept the Welsh 
border as far as Shrewsbury, while William Fitz-Osbern broke the 
rising round Exeter. His success set the King free to fulfil his oath 
of vengeance on the North. After a long delay before the flooded 
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waters of the Aire ~e entered York, and ravaged the whole country 
as far as the Tees with fire and sword. Town and village were 
harried and burnt. their inhabitants slain or driven over the Scotch 
border. The coast was especially wasted that no hold might remain 
for any future invasion of the Danes. Harvest, cattl , the very 
implements of husbandry were so mercilessly destroyed that the 
famine which followed is said to have swept off more than a hundred 
thou and victims, and half a century later the land still lay bare of 
culture and deserted of men for sixty miles northward of York. The 
work of vengeance was no sooner over than William ied his army 
back from the Tees to York, and thence to Chester and the West. 
Never had he shown the grandeur of his character so memorably 
as in this terrible march. The winter was severe, the roads choked 
with snow drifts or broken by torrents; provisi ns failed, and the 
army, drenched with rain and forced to consume it horses for food; 
broke out into open mutiny at the order to advance across the 
bleak moorlands that part Yorkshire from the We t. The merce
narie from Anjou and Britanny demanded their release from 
ervice, and William granted their prayer with scorn. On foot, 

at the head of the troops which remained faithful, the King forced 
his way by paths inacces ible to horses, often aiding his men with 
his own hands to clear the road. The last hopes of the English 
ceased on his arrival at Chester; th Kin remained undisputed 
master of the conquered country, and busied hi~ elf in the erection 
of numerous castles which were henceforth to hold it in subjection. 
Two years passed quietly ere the last act of the conquest was 
reached. By the withdrawal of the Dane the hopes of England 
rested wholly on the aid it looked for from Scotland, where Eadgar 
the iEtheling had taken refuge, and where his sister Margaret had 
become the wife of King Malcolm. It was probably some assur
ance of Malcofm's aid which roused Eadwine and Morkere to a 
new revolt, which was at one. foiled by the vigilance of the Con
queror. Eadwine fell in an ob ·cure skirmish, while Morkere found 
refuge for a time in the marshes of the eastern countie , where a 
de perate band f patriots gathered round an outlawed leader, 
Hereward. Nowher had William found so stubborn a resist
ance; but a causeway two miles long wa at last driven acro s the 
fens, and the last hopes of English freedom died in the surrender 
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of Ely. Malcolm alone held out till tile OIlqU ror . ummon d 

the whole 110 t of the crown, and cr " ing the 1.. wi nd and th 

Forth penetrated into tbe 1Jcart of cotland. He had rach d tile 
Tay when the King's rcsistance gave way, and Malcolm appeared 
in the English camp and swore fcalty at William' . feet. 

The struggle which ended in the fens of Ely had wholly 
changed \ illiam's po ition. He no longer held the land merely as 
elected king, he added to hi elective right the right of conquest. 
The system of government which he originated was, in fact, the 
result of the double character of his power. It represented neither 
the purely feudal system of the ontinent nor the system of the 
older Engli 'h royalty. More truly perhap it may be said to have 
repre ented both. As the succes ' 01' of Eadward, \Viiliam retained 
the judicial and administrative organization of the older English 
realm. A the conqueror of England he introduced the mili ary 
organization of feudalism so far a wa nece sary for the secure 
posse sion of his conquest. The ground \ as already prepared for 
such an organization; we have seen the beginnings of English 
feudalism in the warriors, the" companion "or" thegn " who wer 
personally attached to the king's war-band, and received e ·tates 
from the folk-land in reward for their personal service. In later 
time this feudal distribution of estates had greatly increased, a 
the bulk of the nobles followed the king's example and bound their 
tenants to themselves by a similar process of subinfeudation. On 
the other hand, the pure freeholder. , the class which formed the 
basis of the original Engli h ociety, had been gradually reduced 
in number, partly through imitation of the cla s above them, but 
still more through the incessant wars and invCisions which drove 
them to seek protectors among the thegns at the co t of their 
independence. Feudalism, in fact, was superseding the older 
freedom in England even before thC' reign of William, as it had 
already superseded it in Germany or France. But the tendency 
was quickened and intensified by the Conqu st; the desperate and 
universal resistance of his English subjects forced William to hold 
by the sword what the sword had won, and an army strong enough 
to cru h at any moment a national revolt was necessary for the 
preservation of hi throne. Such an army could only be main
tained by a vast confiscation of the soil. The fai lure of the 
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English risings cleared the way for its e tablishment; the greater 
part of the higher nobility fell in battle or fled into exile, while the 
lower thegn hood either forfeited th whole of their lands or 
redeemed a portion of them by the 5urrender of the rest. We see 
the completenes of the confiscation in the vast estates which 
William was enabled to grant to his more powerful followers. 
Two hundred manors in Kent, with an equal number lsewhcrc, 
rewarded the services of hi brother Odo, and grants al~ost as 
large fell to William's coun ellors, Fitz-Osbern and Montgomery, 
or to barons like the Mowbrays and the Clares. But the poorest 
soldier of fortune found his part in the spoil. The meanest 

orman rose to wealth and power in the new dominion of hi lord. 
Great or small, however, each estate thus granted was granted on 
condition of its holder's service at the king's call; and when the 
larger holdings were divided by their c;>wners into smaller sub
tenancies, the under-tenants were bound by the same conditions of 
service to their lord. "Hear, my lord," swore the feudal de
pendant, as kneeling without arms and bareheaded he placed hi£ 
hands within those of hi superior: "I become liege man of yours 
for life and limb and earthly regard, and I will keep faith and loy" lty 
to you for life and death, God help me." The kiss of hi lord 
invested him with land or" fief " to de cend to him and his hcirs 
for ever. A whole army was by this means cncamped upon the 
soil, and William's summons could at any moment gather an 
overwhelming force around his standard. 

Such a force however, effective as it was against thc conquered, 
was hardly less formidable to the Crown itself. William found 
himself fronted in his new realm by the: feudal baronage whom he 
had so hardly subdued to his will in Normandy, nobles impatient 
of law, as jealous of the royal power, and as eager for ullbridled 
military and judicial independence within their own manors herc 
as there. The genius of the Conqueror was !:hown in his quick 
discernment of this danger, and in the skill with which he met it. 
He availed himself of the old legal constitution of the country to 
hold justice firmly in his own hands. He retained the local courts 
of the hundred and the shire, where every freeman had a plat:e, 
while he subjected all to the jurisdiction of the King's Court, which 
towards the close of the earlier English monarchy had assumed the 
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. b Tl· authorit)' u[ the fown wa. mamtalllcd by the to Jts ar. 1e 
aboJiti~n of the great earldom which had 0 cr hadowed it, tho c 
of \Vessex, Mercia, and orthumberland, and by the .royal nomina
tion of sheriffs for tJle government of the shires. Large as the 
estates he granted were, they were scattered over the c()untry in a 
way which made union between the landowners, or the hereditary 
attachment of great rna ses of vas als to a separate lord equally im
possible. In oth.er countries a va sal owed fealty to his lord against 
all foes, be they king or no. By a usage however which 'William 
enacted, and which was peculiar to England, -each sub-tenant, in 
addition to his oath of fealty to his lord, swore fealty directly to the 
Crown, and loyalty to the King was thus established as the 
upreme and universal duty of all Englishmen. The feudal 

obligations, too, the rights and dues owing f om each e tate to he 
King, were enforced with remarkable strictne s. Each tenant was 
bound to appear if needful thrice a year at the royal court, to pay 
a heavy fine or rent on succe sion to his estate, to contribute a 
"aid" in money in cast: of the King's capture in war, or the knight
hood of the King's eldest son, or the marriage of his eldest daughter. 
An hel! who was still a minor passed into the crown's wardship, 
and 'all profit from his estate went for the time to the King. If the 
estate devolved upon an heiress, her hand was at the King's disposal, 
and was generally sold to the highest bidder. Over the whole face 
of the land most manors were burthened with their own" customs," 
or special dues to the Crown: and it was for the purpose of 
ascertaining and recording the e that William sent into each county 
the commis ioners whose inquiries are preserved in Domesday Book. 
A jury empanelled in each hundred declared on oath the extent 
and nature of each estate, the names, number, condition of its 
inhabitants, its value before and after the Conquest, and the sums 
due from it to the Crown. 

William found another check on the aggressive I spirit of the 
feudal baronage in his organization of the Church. One of his 
earliest acts was to summon Lanfranc from 'Normandy to aid him 
in its reform; and the deposition of Stigand, which raised Lanfranc 
to the see of Canterbury, was followed by the removal of most of 
the English prelates and abbots, and by the appointment of Norman 
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ecclesias.tics in their place. The new archbishop did much to 
restore discipline, and William's own effruts were no doubt partly 
directed by a real desire for the relio-joll improvement of his realm. 

CnAPEL IN THE TOWER OF LONDON. 
Buil. by William .he Conqueror. 

"In choosing abbot., and bishops," says a contemporary, "he con
sidered not so much men's riches or power as their holiness and 
wisdom. He called together bishops and abbots and other wi e 
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coun eHors in any )lacancy, and by their advice inquired very care

fully who was the best and wisest ~an, as well in divine things as 
in worldly, to rule the Church of God." But ~10nest as they were, 
the Kiug's reforms tended directly to the increase of the royal 
power. The new Lishops and abbots were cut off by their foreign 

origin from the flocks they ruled, while their popular influence was 
lessened by the removal of ecclesiastical ca es from shire or 
hundred-court, where the bishop had sat side by side with the civil 

magistrate, to the separate court of the bishop himself. The 
change was pregnant with future trouble to th Crown; bu for the 
moment it told mainly in removing the bishop from his tr:iditional 
contact with the popular assembly, and in effacing the mc:mory of 
the original equality of the religiou's with the 'civil power. The 
dependence of the hurch on the royal Po\ er was strictly enforced. 
Homage was exacted from bishop as from baron. I O royal tenant 
could be excommunicated without the King's leave. No synod 
could legislate without his previous assent and subsequent con
firmation of its deuces. No papal letters could be received within 
th realm save by his permission. William firmly repudiated the 
claim which were now beginning to be put fon~ard by the court of 
Rom. \ hen Gregory VII. called on him to do fealty for his 
realm, the King ternly refu ed to admit the claim. "Fealty 1 
have never willed to do, nor do I will to do it nnw. I have never 

promised it, nor do 1 find that my predecessors did it to yours." 
But the greatest safeguard of the Crown lay in the wealth and 

per onal power of the kings. Extensive as bad been his grants to 
noble and soldier, '\ illiam remained the greatest landowner in his 
realm. 1 Its rigid xaction of feudal dues added wealth to the 

great hoard at Winchester, which had been begun by the spoil of 
the conquered. ;But William found a more ready source of revenue 
in the settlement of the J e\ ish traders, who followed him from 

ormandy, and who were enabled by the royal protection to 
estabJi h themsdve in separate quarters or " Jewrics" of the chief 
towns of England. T he Jew had no right or citizen hip in the 
land; the Jewry in which he lived was, like the King's forest, 
exempt from the comm0n law. He was imply the King's chattel, 
and his life and good \ ere absolutely at the King'. m rcy. But 
he was too valuable a possession to be lightly thrvwn away. A 
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. ., d 1 to the Jell iili merchant, who had no 
royal JustiCIary ecure aw. . 

. d' the local courts ' his honds were deposIted for standll1g-groun m . . 
safety in a chamber of the royal palace at vVestmll1st r..; he w~s 
protected against the popular hatred in the free e~ rCI e. of his 
religion, and allowed to build synagogues and to d red IllS own 
ecclesia tical affairs by means of a chief Rabbi. That the presence 

EARL'S BARTON CHURCH TOWER. TASEBUROH CHURCH tOWER. 
Eleventh Century. Twelfth C."m!")". 

cf the Jew wa, at least in the earlier y<.>ars of his settlement, 
beneficial to the kingdom at large there can be little doubt. II is 
arrival was the arrival of a capitalist; and heavy a was the usury 
he necessarily exacted in the general insecurity of the time, his 
loans gave an impulse to industry such as England had never felt 
before. The century which followed the Conquest witnessed an 
outburst of architectural energy which covered the land with castles 
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and cathedrals i but castle and cathedral alike owed their existence 
to the loans of the Jew. His .own example gave a new direction 
to domestic architecture. The buildings which, as at Lincoln and 
S. Edmundsbury, still retain their title of" Jews' Houses" were 
almost the first houses of stone which superseded the mere hovels 
9f the English burghers. Nor was the influence of the Jews simply 
industrial. Through their connection with the Jewish schools in 
Spain and the East they opened a way for the revival of physical 
science. A J ewi h medical school seems to have existed at Oxford; 
Roger Bacon him elf studied under English Rabbis. But to the 
kings the Jew was imply an engine of finance. The weal h which 
his industry accumulated was wrung from him whenever the Crown 
had need, and torture and impri onm~nt were resorted to if milder 
entreaties failed. It was the gold of the Jew that filled the royal 
exchequer at the outbreak of war or of revolt. It was in the 
Hebrew coffer' that the orman kings found strength to hold their 
baronage at bay. 

Section VI.- The English Revival, I07I-II27. 

[Autlwn·ties.- Orderic and the English chronklcrs, as before. Eadmer, a 
monk of auterbury, in his" Historia ol'orum" and his" Life of Anselm," 
is the chief source of information for the reign of William the Second. " illiam 
of Malmesbury and Henry of Huntingdon are both contemporary authorities 
during that of Henry the First: the latter remains a brief but accurate annalist; 
th fonner is the I ader of a new hi toric sch 01, who treat English events as 
part of the hi tory of the world, and emulate classic models by a roore philo
sophical arrangement of their materials. See for them the opening section of 
the next chapter. On the early history of our towns the reader may gain some
thing from Mr. Thomp on's ' English Municipal Hi tory' (London, 1857) ; 
more from the" harter Rolls" (published by the Record Commissioners) ; for 
S. Edmundsbury ee / hronicle of T celyn de Brakelond " (Camden ociety). 
The records of the Cistercian Abbey of Yorkshire in Dugdale's" Monasticon ' 
illu trate the r ligious revival. Henry's administration is admirably explained 
for tbe first time by Dr. Stubb in his' Constitutional History."] 

The Conquest was hardly over when the struggle between the 
baronage and the Crowr. began. The wisdom of William's policy 
in the destruction of the great earldom which had overshadowed 
the throne was shown in an attempt at their re tor~ tion made by 
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Roger, the son of his minister William Fitz-Osbern, and by the 
Breton, Ralf de Guader, whom the King had rewarded for his 
services at Senlac with he earldom of Norfolk. The rising w.as 
quickly suppressed, Roger thrown into prison, and Ratf driven 
ov~r sea; but the intrigues of the baronage soon found another 
leader in William's half-brother, the Bishop of Bayeux. Under 
pretence of aspiring by arms to the papacy, Bishop Odo collected 
money and men, but the treasure was at once seized by the royal 
officers, and the Bishop arrested in the midst of the court. Even 
at the King's bidding no officer would venture .to seize on a prelate 
of the Church i it was with his own hands that William was 
forced to effect his arrest. " I arrest not the Bishop, but the Earl 
of Kent" laughed the Conqueror, and Odo remained a prisoner till 
William's death. It was in fact this vigorous personality of 
William which proved the chief safeguard of h 's throne. "Stark 
he was," says the English chronicler, " to men that withstood 
him. Earls that did aught against his bidding he cast into bonds ; 
bishops he stripped of their bishopricks, abbots of their abbacies . . 

n UILDI NG. 
Eleventh Century. 
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He spared not his 
own brother: fir~t 

he was in the land, 
but the King cast 
him into bondage. 
If a man would 
live and hold his 
lands, need it were 
that he followed 

• 
the King's will." 
But stern a~ his 
rule w , it gave 
peace to the land. 
Even amidst the 
sufferings which 
necessarily sprang 
from the circum

stances of the Conquest itself, from the erection of castles, or the 
enclosure of forests, or the exactions which built up the great hoard 
at Winchester, Englishmen were unable to forget "the good peace 
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he made in the I.and, so that a man might fare over his realm 
with a bo om full of gold." Strange touches of a humanity far 
in advance of his age contrasted with the general temper of 
his government. One of the 
strongest traits in his character 
was his aversion to shed blood 
by process of law; he formally 
abolished the punishment of 
death, and only a single execu
tion stains the annals of his reign. 
An edict yet more honourable 
to him put an end to the lave
trade which had till then been 
carried on at the port of Bristol. 
The pitiless warrior, the stern 
and aweful king was a tender 
and faithful husband, an affec
tionate father. The lonely silence 
of his bearing broke into gracious 
converse with pure and sacred 
souls like Anselm. If William 
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was" stark" to rebel and baron, men noted that he was" mild 
to those that loved God." 

In power as in renown the Conqueror towered high aLov~ his 
predecessor on the throne. The fear of the Danes, which had so 
long hung like a thunder-cloud over England, passed away before 
the host which William gathered to meet a great armament 
assembled by King Cnut. A mutiny dispersed the Danish fleet, 
and the murder of its king removed all peril from the North. 
Scotland, alread):' humbled by William's invasion, was bridled by 
the erection of a strong fortress at Newcastle-upon-Tyne; and 
after penetrating with his army to the heart of Wale, the King 
commenced its systematic reduction by settling barons along it 
frontier. It was not till hi c10stng years that his unvarying 
success was disturbed by a rebellion of his son Robert and a 
quarrel with France' a he rode down the steep street of Mantes, 
which he had given to the flames, his horse stumbled among the 
embers, and William, flung heavily against his saddle, wa borne 
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at dawn as he lay in the convent of St. Gervais, overlooking the 
city-it was the hour of prime- and stretching out h's hands in 
prayer the Conqueror passed quietly away. With him pas ed the 
terror which had held the baronage in awe, while the severance 
of his dominions roused their hopes of successful resistance to the 
stern rule beneath which they had bowed. William beque~thed 
Normandy to his eldest son Robert; William, his second son, 
hastened with his father's r ing to England, where the influence of 
Lanfranc at once secured him the crown. The baronage seized 
the opportunity to ri e in arms under pretext of supporting the _ 
claims of Robert, whose weakness of character gave full scope for 
the growth of feudal independence, and Bi hop Odo placed him
self at the head of thp. revolt. The new King was thrown almost 
wholly on the loyalty of his English subjects. But the national 
stamp which William had given to his kingship told at once. 
Bi hop vVulfstan of Worcester, the one surviving bi hop f 
English blood, defeated the insurgents in the West; while th 
King, summoning the fre men of country and town to hi host 
under pain of being branded as " nithing " or worthless, advanced 
with a large force against Rochester, where the barons were 
concentrated. A plague which broke out among the garrison 
forced them to capitulate, and as the prisoners passed through the 
royal army, cries of "gallows and cord" bur t from the English 
ranks. At a later period of his reign a conspiracy was organized 
to place Stephen of Albemarle, a near cou in of the royal house, 
upon the throne; but the capture of Robert Mowbray, the Earl of 
Northumberland, who had placed hi~ elf at its head, and the 
imprisonment and exile of his fellow-conspirators, again cru hed 
the hopes of the baronage. 

While the spirit of national patriotism rose to life again in this 
stmggle of the crown against the baronage. the boldness of a 
single ecclesiastic revived a national opposition f to the mere 
administrative despotism which now pressed heavily on the land. 
If William the Red inherited much of his father's energy as 
well as his policy towards the conquered English, he inherited none 
of his moral grandeur. His profligacy and extravagance soon 
exhausted the royal hoard, and the death of Lanfranc left him free 
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or abb y its revenues went to the royal 'trea ury, and so teadily EN~':.':Sll 
did William reCuse to appoint successors to the prelates whom REVIVAL 

1071 

death rem ved, that at the clo e of his reign one archbishoprick, TO 
1127 

four bishopricks, and eleven abbeys were found to be without 
pastors. The ee of Canterbury itself remained vacant till a Anselm 

A rcMJislzojJ 
dangerous illness frightened the king into the promotion of 1093 

An elm, who happened at the time to be in England on the 
bu ine of his hou e. 
The Abbot of Bec 
was dragged to the' 
royal couch and the 
cross forced into his 
hands, but William 
had no ooner re
co ered from his ick
nes. than he found 
him elf face to face 
with an opponent 
whose meek and lov
ing temper rose into 
firmness and grandeur 
when it fronted the 
tyranny of the King. 
The onquest as we 
have s en, had robb d 
the hurch of aU 
moral power a the 
repre entative of the 

SEAl. OF S. AXSELM. 

higher national interests against a brutal despotism by placing it 
in a p05iti n or'mere dep ndence on the rown; and though the 
struggl b t\\'e n William and the Archbishop turned for the most 
part on points whiel ha\'e n dir ct bearing on our history, the 
boldness of nselm' attitude not only broke the tradition of ecele
sia tical ervitude, but infused through the nation at large a new 
spirit of independence. The real character of the contest appears 
in the Primat 's an. w r, when hi remonstrance again t the lawless 
exactions from the hurch were met by a demand fvr a pre ent on 
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his own promotion, and his fir t offer of five hundred pounds was 
contemptuously refused. "Treat me as a free man," Anselm 
replied, "and 1 devote my elf and all that I have to your service, 
but if you treat me as a slave you shall have neither me nor mine." 
A burst of the Red King's fury drove the Archbishop from court, 
and he finally decided to quit the country, but his example had 
not been lost, and the close of William's reign found a new spirit 
of freedom in England with which the greatest of the n<p.ueror's 
sons was glad to make terms. 

As a soldier the Red King was little inferior to his father. or-
mandy had been pledged to him by his brothe; Robert in exchange 
for a sum which enabled the Duke to march in the first Crusade 
for the delivery of the Holy Land, and a rebellion at Le Mans was 
subdued by the fierce energy with which William flung him elf at 
the news of it into the first boat he found, and rossed the Channel 
in face of a storm. "Kings never drown," he replied contemptu
ously to the remonstrance of his followers. Homage was agai n 
wrested from Malcolm by a march to the Firth of Forth, and the 
subsequent death of that king threw Scotland into a disorder which 
enabled an army under Eadgar Mtheling to establish Eadgar, the 
son of Margaret, as an English feudatory on the throne. In Wales 
William was I ss triumphant, and the terrible losses inflicted on 
the heavy orman cavalry in the fastnesses of Snowdon forced 
him to fall back on the slower but wiser policy of the Conqueror. 
Triumph and defeat alike ended in a strange and tragical close; 
the Red King was found dead by peasants in a glade of the ew 
Forest, with the arrow either of a hunter or an assassin in his 
breast. Robert was still on his return .from the Holy Land, where 
his bravery had redeemed much of his earlier ill-fame, and the 
English crown was at once seized by his younger brother Henry, in 
.. pite of the opposition of the baronage, who clung to the Duke 
of Normandy and the union of their estates on both sides the 
Channel under a single ruler. Their attitude threw Henry, as it 
had thrown Rufus, on the support of the English, and the two 
great mea ures which fo'llowed his coronation, his grant of a charter, 
and his marriage with Matilda, mark the new relation which was 
thus brought about between the people and their King. Henry'S 
Charter is important, not merely as a direct precedent for the 
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Great Charter of John, but as the first . limitation which had been 
imposed on the despotism established by the Conquest. The 
"evil customs" by 
which the Red 
King had enslaved 
and plundered the 
Church were ex
plicitly renounced 
in it, the unlimited 
demands made by 
both the Conqueror 
and his son on 
the baronage ex
changed for cus
tomary fees, while 
the rights of the 
people itself, 
though recognized 
more vaguely, were 
not forgotten . The 

GREAT SEAL OF HENRY I. 

barons were held to do justice to their under-tenants and to re
nounce tyrannical exactions from them, the King promising to 
restore order and the " law of Eadwanl," the old constitution of 
the realm, with the change which his father had introduced. His 
marriage gave a significance to the e promises which the meane!.t 
English peasant could understand. Ed ith, or Matilda, was the 
daughter of King Malcolm of Scotland and of Margaret, the 
sister of Eadgar lEtheling. She had been brought up in the 
nunnery of Romsey, where her aunt Christina was a nun, and 
the veil which sl e had taken th re formed an obstacle to her 
union with the · King which was only removed by the wisdom 
of Anse m. The Archbishop':. recall had been one of Henry's 
first acts afte his accession, and Matilda appeared before his 
court to tell her tal,:: in words of passionate earnestness. She 
had been veil d in her childhood, she as erted, only to save her 
from the insults of the rude soldiery who infested the land, had 
flung the veil from her again and again, and had yielded at last to 
the unwomanly taunts, the actual blows of her aunt " As often as 
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I stood in her presence," the girl pleaded, ( I wore the veil, tremb
ling as I wore it with indignation anel gri f. But as s on as I 
could get ut of her ight I u ed to natch it from my head, fling 
it on the ground, and trample it under foot. That was the way, 
and none other, in which I was veiled." An elm at onc d elared 
her free from conventual bond , and the hout of the Engli h 
multitude when he et the crown on Matilda's brow drowned the 
murmur of hurchman or of baron. The taunt of th orman 
noble, who nicknamed the King and his spou e "God ric and 
Godgifu," were 10 t in the joy of the people at large. For the first 
time since the onquest an English overeigt; sat on the < nglish 
throne. The blood of erdic and lEI fred was to blend it elf with 
that of Hrolf and the onqueror. Henceforth it was imp03sible 
that the two peoples houJd remain parted from each other; so 
quick indeed was their union that th very name ' of orman had 
pa ed away in half a century, and at th acces ion of Henry's 
grand or: it was impos ible to distingui h between the descendants 
of the conque~ors and those of the conquered at enJac. 

We can dimly trace the progres of thi blending of the two 
races together in the case of the burgher population in the towns. 

One immediate result of the Conquest had b en a great immi
gration into England from the Continent. A peaceful invasion of 

MII.KING AND CHURN, A.D. 1130-1174. 

AlS. 1'ri". Colt. Call1D. R. '7. ,. 

the industrial and trading c1as es of Normandy followed quick on 
the conque t of the orman oldiery. Every orman noble as he 
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quartered himself u,Pon English lands, every Norman abbot as he 
entered his English cloister, gathered French artists or Frencl). 
domestics around his new castle or his new church. Around the 
Abbey of "Battle, for instance, which William had founded on the 
site of his great victory, " Gilbert the Foreigner, Gilbert the Weaver, 

Benet the Steward, Hugh the ecretary, Baldwin the Tailor," 
mixed with the English tenantry. More especially was this the 
case with the capital. Long before the landing ?f William, 
the ormans had had mercantile establi hment in r::ondon. uch 
settlements hO\ 'ever naturally formed nothing more than a trading 
colony; but London had no ooner submitted to the Con
qu ror than "many of the citizens of Rouen and aen pa sed 
over thith r, prefe,rring to be dwelle~s in this city, ina much as it 
wa fitter for their trading ;JI1d better stored with the merchan
dize in 'Ivhich they were wont to traffic," In some ca es. as at 

orwich, the French colony i olated itself in a separate French 
town, ide by . ide with the hnglish borough. But in London it 
seem to have taken at once the po ition of a governing class. 
Gilbert Beket, the father of the famous archbishop, was believed in 
later days to have beeJ;l cne of the portreeve of London, the prede
cessors of its mayors; he held in Stephen's time a large property in 
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houses within the walls, and a proof of his civic importance was 
preserved in the annual visit of each newly-elected chief magistrate 

to his tomb in the little chapel which he had founded in the church
yard of S. Paul's. Yet Gilbert was one of the orman strangers 

LOO~( FROM FIERO!! I SLES. 
Af(1nte/ill~, " CivilizaN"", 0/ S'lutdtn:' 

who followed in the wake of the Co~queror; he was by birth a 
burgher of Rouen, as his wife was of a burgher family from Caen . 

. It was partly to this infusion of foreign blood, partly no doubt 
to the long internal peace and order secured by the orman rule, 
that the English towns owed the wealth and importance to which 
they attained during the reign of Henry the First. Tn the silent 
growth and elevation of the English people the boro~ghs led the 
way; unnoticed and despised by prelate and noble they had alone 

pre erved or won back again the full tradition of Teutonic liberty. 

The rights of self-government, of free speech in free meeting, of 
equal justice by one's equals, were brought safely across the ages of 
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tyranny by the burghers and shopkeepers of the towns. In the 
quiet, quaintly-named streets, in town-mead and market-place. in 

BUILDING. 
Eleventh Century. 

MS. Hart. 603' 

the lord's mill beside the:: stream, in the bell that swung out its sum
mons to the crowded borous-h-m6te, in merchant-gild and church
g ild and craft-gild, 
by the life of Eng
lishmen who were 
doing more than 
knight and baron 
to make England 
what she is, the life 
of their home and 
their trade, of their 
sturdy battle with 
oppression, their 
steady, ceaseless 
struggle for right 
and freedom. It is 

GROUP ROUND A TABLE. 
Eleventh Century. 

MS. Harl. 603. 

difficult to trace the steps by which borough after borough won its 
freedom. The bulk of them were situated in the royal demesne, 
and, like other tenants, their customary rents were collected and 
justice administered by a royal officer. Amongst our towns London 
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stood chief, and t,he charter which Henry granted it became the 
model for the rest. The King yielded the citizens the right of 
justice: every tGwn man could claim to be tried by his fellow
townsmen in the town-court or hu tings, whose sessions took place 
every week. They were subj ect only to the old English trial by 
oath, and exempt from the trial by battle which the ormans had 
introduced. Their trade was protected from toll or exaction over 
the length and breadth of the land. The King however still 
nominated in London as elsewhere the portreeve, or magistrate of 
the town, nor were the citizens as yet united together in a com
mune or corporation; but an imperfect civic organization existed 
ir the" wards" or quartets of the town, each governed by its own 
alderman, and in the "gilds" or voluntary as'sociations of mer
chants or traders which insured order and mutual protection for 
their members. Loo'e too as these bonds may seem, they were 
drawn firmly together by the older English traditions of freedom 
which the town:; pre:;erved. In London, for instance, the burgesses 
gathered in town-mote when the bell swung out from S. Paul's 
to deliberate freely on their own affairs under the presidency of 
their alderman. Here too they mustered in arms if danger threat
ent:Li the city, and delivered the city banner to their captain, the 

orman baron Fitz-¥lalter, to lead them against the enemy. Few 
boroughs had as yet attained to lower such rlS this, but charter 
after charter during Henry'S reign raised the town men of boroughs 
from mere traders, wholly at the mercy of their lord, into cus
t mary tenants, who had purchased their freedom by a fixed rent, 
regulated their own trade, and enjoyed exempti 11 from all but 
their own justice. 

The advance of towns which had grown up not on the royal 
. domain but aro~nd abbey or castle was slower and more difficult. 
The story of S. Edmundsbury shows how gradual was the transi
tion from pure serfage to an Ilnperfect freedom. Much that had 
bc.en plough-Jand in the time of the Confessor was covered with 
houses under the Norman rule. The building of the great abbey
church drew its craftsmen and masons to mingle with the plough
men and reapers of the Abbot's domain. The troubles of the time 
helped here as elsewhere tht! progress of the town; serfs, fugitives 
from justice or their lord, the tradet, the Jew, naturally sought 
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shelter under the trong hand of S. Edmund. But the settler 
were wholly at the Abbot's mercy. t a settler but as bound to 
pay his pence to the Abbot's trea ury, to plough a rood of his 
land, to reap in his harvest-field, to fold his sheep in the Abbey 
folds, to help bring the annual catch of eels from the Ahbey 

NORMAN TOWER, S. EDMUNDSBURY. 

Buil' 1067-1097' 

watcrs. Within the four crosses that bounded the Abbot's domain 
land and water were his; the cattle of the townsmCR paid for their 
pasture on the common; if the fullers refused the loan of their 
cloth, the cellarer would refuse the use of the stream, and seize 
their cloths wherever he found them. No toll might be levied 
from tenants of the Abbey farm, and customers had to wait before 
shop and stall till the buyers of the Abbot had had the pick of the 


