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market. There wa's little chance of redress, for if burghers com
plained in folkm~te, it was before the Abbot's officers that its 
meeting was held; if they appealed to the alderman, he was the 
Abbot's nominee, and received the horn, the symbol of his office, 
at the Abbot's hands. 

Like all the greater revolutions of society, the advance from 
this mere serfage was a silent one; indeed its more galling in
stances of oppression seem to have sl ipped unconsciously away. 
Some, like the eel-fishing, were commuted for an easy rent; others, 

ABBOT S BRIDGE, S. ED~lUNDSBURY. 
Early Thirteenth entury. 

like the slhvery of the fullers and the toll of flax, simply di ap
peared. By usage, by omission, by downright forgetfulness, here 
by a little truggle, there by a pre ent to a needy abbot, the town 
won freedom. But progress wal) not always unconscious, and one 
incident in the history of S. Edmund bury j remarkable, not 
merely as indicating the advance of .law, bu:: yet more as marking 
the part which a new moral sense of man's right to equal justice 
was to play in the general advance of the realm. Rude as the 
borough was, it had preserved its riaht of meeting in full assembly 
of the tQwnsmen for government and law. Ju tice was administered 
III presence of the burgesses, and the accused acquitted or con-
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demned 'by the oath of his neighbours. \Vithout the borough 
bounds however the system of the forman judicature prevailed; 
and the rural tenants who did suit and service at th Cellarer's 
court were ubject to the deci ion of the trial by battle. The 

MEN 11'1 PRISON AND IN STOCKS. 

execution of a farmer named 
Ketel, who was subject to this 
feudal jurisdiction, brought 
the two systems into vivid 
contrast. He seems to have 
been guiltless of the crime 
laid to his charge, but the 
duel went against him, and 
he was hanged just without 
the gates. The taunts of the 
town men woke his ji How
farmers to a sense of wrong. 
"Had Ketel been a dw ller 

A. D. ll)o-U74. 
JI/S. Trin. Coil. Ca1ll6 R. '1. 1. within the borough," said he 

burgesses, " he would have 
got his acquittal from the oaths of his neighbours, a our liberty 
is ;" and even the monks were moved to a decision that their' 
tenant should enjoy equal liberty and justice with the townsmen. 
The franchise f the town was extended to the rural pos e 'sions 
of the Abbey without it; the farmers "came to the toll-house, 
were written in the alderman's roll, and paid the town penny." 

The moral revolution which events like this indicate was backed 
by a religious revival which forms a marked feature in the reign of 
Henry the First. Pious, learned, and energetic as the bishops of 
William's appointment had been, they were not Englishm<>n. Till 
the reign of Henry the First no Englishman ccupied an English 
~ee. In language, in manner, in sympathy, the higher clergy were 
completely severed from the lower priesthood and the people, and 
the severance went far to paralyze the constitutional inRuenc f 
the Chur;:h. Anselm stood alone against Rufus, and when Anselm 
was gone no voice of ecclesiastical freedom broke the silence of the 
reign of Henry the First. But at the close of Henry's reign and 
throughout that of Stephen, England was stirred by the first 
of those great religious movements which it was afterwards to 
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experience in the preaching of thp. Friar, the Lollardism uf WycJif, 
the Reformation, the Puri
tan enthusiasm, and the 
mission work of the Wes
Jeys. Everywhere in town 
and country men banded 
themselves together for 
prayer; hermit flocked 
to the woods; noble and 
churl welcomed the austere 

ffie1ttOltal¢ £\"at11~ ~·\t\c. f.1, °111 t'31C''J..j-lot1~ 
HOSPITAl. IN l.ONDON, FOU 'DED BY Q UEE ' MATILDA, c.. 110)' 

Drawn by .Ma.tthew Paris. 
)lfS. C. C. C. Call1b. on';. 

Cistercians, a reformed outshoot of the Benedictine order. as they 
spread over the moor and fore t of the orth. A new spirit 
of devotion woke the slum
ber of the religiou houses, 
and penetrated alike to the 
home of the noble \Valter de 
l'Espec al Rievaulx, or of 
the trader Gilbert Beket in 
Cheapside. London took its 
full share in th revi al. The 
city was proud of its religion, 
its thirteen conventual and 
more than a hundred parochial 
churches. The new impulse 
changed its very aspect. In 
the midst of the city Bishop 
Richard busied himself with 
the vast cathedral church of 
S. Paul which Bishop Maurice 
had begun; barges came up 
the river with stone from 
Caen for the great arches that 
moved the popular wonder, 

l EAL OF S. llAltTHOLOMEW'S Pit l ORY, 
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while street and lane were being levelled to make space for its 
famous churchyard. Rahere, the King's minstrel, raised the Priory 
of S. Bartholomew beside Smithfield. Alfune built S. Giles's at 
Cripplegate. The old English Cnichtenagild surrendered their 
soke of Aldgate as a site for the new priory of Holy Trinity. 
The tale of this house paints admirably the temper of the citizens 
at the time. Its founder, Prior Norman, had built church and 

INTERIOR OF S. S~;PULCHRE CHURCH, CAMDRIDGE. 
Built c. 1([4-1130. 

cloister and bought books and vestments 111 so liberal a fashion 
that at last no . money remained tQ buy bread, The canons were 
at their last gasp when many of the city folk, looking into the 
refectory a$ they paced round the cloister in their usual unday 
procession, saw the tables laid but not a single loaf on them. 
"Here is a fi!le set-out," cried 'the citizens, "but where is the 
bread to come from?" The women present vowed to bring a 
loaf every Sunday, and there was soon bread enough and to spare 
for the priory and its priests. We see the strength of the new 
movement in the new class of ecclesia tics that 't for~ed on the 
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stage; men like Anselm or John of ali. bury, or the two gn::at 
prelates who followed one another aft r Henry's death in the see 
of anterbury, Theobald and TI1C'ma, drew whatever influence 
they wielded from a belief in th ir holiness of life and unselfish
ness of aim. The paralysis of the hurch ceased as the new 
impulse bound the prelacy and people together, and its action, 
when at the end of Henry's reign it started int a power strong 

ORGAN. A. D. 11 30 - 11 74. 
/lIS. T r ill. Coli. Camh. R . 17, L 

enough to save England from anarchy, has been felt in our 
history ever ince. 

From thi revival of English feeliug Henry himsel f stood jeal
ously aloof; but the enthusiasm which his marriage had excited 
enabled him to defy the claims of his brother and the disaffection 
I)f his noble!.>. Robert landed at Portslnouth to find himself face 
to face with an English army which An~dm's summons had 
gathered round the King; and hi retreat left Hel,ry free to deal 
stern ly with the rebel barons. Robert of Relesme, the son of 
Roger of Montgomery, was now their chief; but 60,000 English 
footmen followed the King through th rough passes which led t 
Shrewsbury, and an early surrender alone saved Robert's life. 
Master of his own realm and enriched by the con~scated lands of 
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the revolted baronage, Henry crossed into Normandy, where the 
misgovernment or'Robert had alienated the clergy and trades, and 
where the outrag~s of the Norman nobles forced the more peaceful 
classes to call the King to their aid. On the field of Tenchebray 
his forces met thos/! of the Duke, and a decisive English victory on 
Norman soil avenged the shame of Hastings. The conquered 
duchy became a dependency of the English crown, and Henry's 
energies were frittered away through a quarter of a century in 
crushing its revolts, the hostility of the French, and the efforts of 
his nephew, William the son of Robert, to regain the crown which 
his father had lost at Tenchebray. In Englanu, however, all was 
peace. The vigorous admini tration of Henry the First completed 
in fullest detail the system of government which the Conqueror 
had sketched. The vast estates which had fallen to the crown 
through revolt and forfeiture were granted out to new men de
pendent on royal favour. On the ruins of the great feudatories 
whom he had crushed the King built up a class of les er nobles, 
whom the older barons of the onquest looked down on in scorn, 
but who formed a counterbalancing force and furni shed a class of 
u eflll administrators whom Henry employed as hi sheriffs and 
judges. A new organization of justice and finance bound the 
kingdom together under the royal administration. The clerks of 
the Royal Chapel were formed into a lJody of secretaries or royal 
ministers, whose head bore the title of Chancellor. A bove them 
stood the Justiciar, or lieutenant-general of the kingdom, who in 
the' frequent ab ence of the King acted as Regent, and whose 
staff, selected from the barons connected with the royai hou ehold, 
were formed into a Supreme Court of the realm. The King's 
Court, as this was called, permanently represented the whole court 
of royal vassaJs, which had hitherto been summoned thrice in the 
year. As the royal council, it revised and registered laws, and its 
" counsel and consent" thougli merely formal, preserved the prin
ciple of the older popular legislation. s a court of justice it 
formed the highest court of appeal ;. it could call up any suit from 
a lower tribunal on the application of a suitor, while the union of 
several sheriffdoms unde'r some of its member connected it clo ely 
with the local courts. As a financial body, its chief work lay in 
the assessment and collection of the revenue. In this capacity it 
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took the name of the ourt of E. ch u r from th chyllu red table, 

much like ache s-board, t whic.h it at and n \V,1ich accounts 

were rendered. In th ir financial capacity it justic b came 

"barons of the Exch quer." Twice every year th h._rifT of each 

county appeared before these barons and render d th urn of th 
fixed rent from royal domains, the Danegeld or land tax, the fines 

OFFICEI<S RECEl\' lI\G ANP WFIGItI NG COIN AT TIiE EXCHEQUER. 
A.D. 1130·1174-

MS. Tri". Coil. Camh. R. 17, t . 

of the local court ·, the feudal aids from the baronial estates, which 
formed the chief part of the royal revenue. Local disputes respect
ing these payments r the assessment of the town-rents were settled 
by a detachment of barons from the court who made the circuit of 
the shires, and whose fiscal visitations led to the judicial visitations, 
the "judges' circuits," which still form so marked a feature in our 
legal system. 

From this work of internal reform Henry's attention wa. called 
suddenly by one terrible loss to the question of the succes ion to 
tpe throne. His on William "the iEtheling," as the English 
fondly styled the child of their own Matilda, had with a crowd of 
nobles accompanied the King on his return from ormandy ; but 
the White Ship in which he had embarked lingered behind the rest 
of the royal fleet while the young nobles, excited with wine, hung 
over the ship's side and chased away with taunts the priest who 
came to give the customary benediction. At last the guards of 
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--
the Kin;:( tr asurc prcs. d th v:. I':; departure, and, driven by 

the arm of fift r we\" it ~ pt wirtly out to ea. An at once 

the ship' i e truck n a rock at thc mouth of the harbour, and 
in an inst nt it sank beneath the waves. ne terrible cry, ringing 
through the tillnes of the night, was heard by the royal fiee.t ; 
but it was not till the morning that the fatal news reached the 
King. He fell unconscious to the ground, and rose never to smile 
again. Henry had no other son, and the whole circle of his foreign 
foes closed round him the more fiercely that the son of Robert 
was now his natural heir. The King hated William, while he loved 
Matilda, the daughter who still remained to him, who h d been 
married to the Emperor Henry the Fifth, and whose husband's 
death now restored her to her fathet. He recognized her a') hi" 
heir, though the succes ion of a woman seemed · strange to the 
feudal baronage; nobles and priests were forced to swear allegi
ance to her as their future mistress, and Henry affianced her to 
the on of the one foe he really feared, Count Ful of Anjou. 

Section VII.-England and Anjou, 87O-II54 

[Auillorities.-The chief documents for Angevin history have been collected 
in the" Chroniques d'Anjou," publi hed by the Historical Society of France 
(Paris, 1856-1871). The best known of these is the" Gesta Cnnsulum," a 
compilation of the twelfth century (given also by D'Achery," Spicilegium, , 4to. 
vol. x. p. 534), in which the earlier romantic traditions are simply dressed up 
into historical shape by copious quotations from the French historians. Save 
~ r the reigns of Geoffry Martel, and Fulk of Jerusalem, it is nearly valueless. 
The short autobiography of Fulk Rechin is the mo t authentic memorial of the 
earlier Angevin hi tory; and much can be gleaned from the verbose life of 

eoffry the Handsome by John of Marmoutier. For England, Orderic and 
the Chronicle die out in the midst of Stephen's reign; here, too, nd' illiam 
f MaIm sburr, Huntingdon, the ,I Gesta Stephani," a record in great detail by 

one of Stephen's clerks, and the Hexham Chroniclers, who are most valuabl~ 
for its opening (published by 1r. Raine for the urtees Society). The blank 
in our historical literature extend over the first years of Henry the Second. 
The lives and 1 tters of Heket have been industriously collected and published 
by Callon R bertson in th Rolls Series.) 
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To understand the i tory of England under its ngevin rulers, The 
Counts 

we mu t first know something of the Angevins themselves. The of Anjou 

character and the policy of Henry the Second and his sons were 
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as much a heritage of their race a the broad lands of AnjoLl. The 
fortune of England were being 51 "Iy vrought out in every 
incident of the hi tory of the Cou ts, as the de cendants of a 
Breton woodman became master not of Anjou only, but f Tour
aine, 'Maine, and Poitou, of Gascony a~d Auvergne, of Aquitaine 
and ormandy, and sovereigns at last of the great realm which 

ormandy had won. The legend of the fath~r of their race 
carries u back to the times of our own JElfred, when the Danes 
were ravaging along Loire as they ravaged along Thames. In 
the heart of the Breton border, in the debateabl land between 
France and Britanny, dwelt Tortulf the }tore ter, half-hrigand, 
half-hunter as the gloomy day went, living in free, outlaw-fashion 
in the woods about Renne. Tortulf had learned in his rough 
forest school "how to trike the foe, to sleep on the bare grou nd , 
to bear hunger and toil, ummer's heat and winter's frost, how to 
fear nothing save ill-fame." Following King Charles tht" Bal 111 

his struggle with the Danes, the woodman won broad lands along 
Loire, and his son Ingelger, who had 'wept the northmen from 
Touraine and the land to the west, which they had burned and 
wasted into a vast solitude, became the first Count of Anjou. 
But the tale of Tortulf and Ingelger is a mere creation of orne 
twelfth century jOllgleul", and the earlie t Count whom history 
recognizes is Fulk the Red. Fulk attached him elf to the Dukes of 
France who were now drawing nearer to the throne, and received 
from them in guerdon the county of njou. The story of his on is 
a story of peace, breaking like a quiet idyll the war-stO\'ms of his 
house. Alone of his race Fulk the Good waged no wars: his 
delight was to sit in the choir of Tours and to be called" Canon." 
One Martinmas eve Fulk was singing 'there in clerkly guise when 
the king, Lewis d'Outremer, entered the church. "He sings like 
a priest," laughed the King, as hi e; nobles pointed mockingly to the 
figure of the Count-Canon; bllt Fulk was ready with his reply. 
"Know, my lord," wrote the Count of Anjou, "that a king un
learned is a crowned ass." Fulk was in fact no prie t, but a bu y 
ruler, governing, enforcing ,peace, and carrying justice to every 
corner of the wasted land. To him alone of his race men eave the 
title of "the Good." 

Himself in character little more than a bold dashing soldier, 
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F ulk's son, Geoffry Grey- own, an almost into a va sal of his 

powerful neighbours, the Counts of Blob and hampagne. The 
vassalage was roughly shaken off by his successor. Fulk Nerra, 
Fulk the Black, i the greatest of the Angevins, the first in whom 
we can trace that marked type of character which their hou e was 
to pre erve with a fatal constancy through two hundred years. He 
was without natural affection. In his youth he burnt a wife at the 
stake, and legend told how he led her to her doom decked out in 
his gayest attire. In his old age he waged his bitterest war against 
his son, and exacted from him \ hen vanquished a humiliation 
which men reserved for the deadliest of their foes. "You are 
conquered, you are conquered!" shouted the old man in fierce 
exultation, as Geoffry, bridled and saddled like a beast of burden, 
crawled for pardon to his father's feet. In Fulk first appeared the 
low type of superstition which startled even superstitious ages in 
the early Plantagenets. Robber as he was of Church lands, nd 
contemptuou of ecclesiastical censures, the fear of the judgment 
drove Fulk to the Holy Sepulchre. Barefoot and with the strokes 
of the scourge falling heavily on his shoulders, the Count ha 
himself dragged by a halter through the. streets of Jerusalem, and 
courted the doom of martyrdom by his wild outcries of penitence. 
He rewarded the fidelity of Herbert of Le Mans, whose aid saved 
him from utter ruin, by entrapping him into captivity and robbing 
him of his lands. He secured the terrified friendship of the 
French king by despatching twelve assassins to cut down before 
his eyes the minister who had troubled it. Familiar as the age 
was with treason and rapine and blood, it recoiled from the cool 
cynicism of his crimes, and believed the wrath of Heaven to have 
been revealed against the union of the worst forms of evil in Fulk 
the Black. But neither the wrath of Heaven nor the curses of 
1 en broke with a single mishap the fifty years of his success. 

The At his accession Anjou was the least important of the greater 
~~e~~~~8 provinces of France. At his death in 1040 it stood, if not in 

extent, at least in real power, first among them all. Cool-headed, 
clear-sighted, quick to resolve, quicker to strike, Fulk's career was 
one long series of victories over all his rivals. He was a consum
mate general, and he had the gift of personal bravery, which was 
denied to some of his greatest descendants. There was a moment 
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in the fir t of hi battle when the ~,y emed 1 t for Anjou; a 

feigned retreat of the Breton had drawn th nge in horsem n 

into a line of hidden pitfalls and th ount him elf was flung 

heavily to the ground. Dragged from the medley of men and 
hor es, he swept dOlVn almost singly on the foe" as a storm-wind" 
(so rang the prean of the Angevins)" lVeeps down Ion the thick 
corn-rows," and the field was won. To these qualitie of the 
warrior he added a power of political organization, a capacity for 
far-reaching combinations, a faculty of statesmanship, w lich be
came the heritage of the Angevins, and lifted them as high above 
the intellectual level of the rulers of their time as their shameless 
wickedne s degraded them below the level of man. His overthrow 
of Britanny on the field of Conquereux wa followed by the gradual 
absorption of outhern Touraine, while his restless activity covered 
the land with ca ties and abbeys. The very spirit of the Black 
Count seems still to frown from the dark tower of Durtal on the 
sunny vaUey of the Loir. A victory at Pontlevoi crushed the 
rival house of Blois; the seizure of aumur completed his conquests 
in the south, while Northern Touraine wa won bit by bit till only 
Tours re isted the Angevin. The treacherous seizure of its Count, 
Herbert Wake-dog, left Maine at his mercy ere the old man be
queathed his unfinished work to his son. As a warrior Geoffry 

1044- 1060 Martel was hardly inferior to his father. A deci ive victory left 
Poitou at his mercy, a second wrested Tours from the Count of 
Blois; and the seizure of Le Mans brought him to the orman 
border. Here however his advance was checked by the genius of 
William the Conq\leror, and with his death the greatness of Anjou 
seemed for the time to have come to an end. 

The 
Angevin 
Marriage 

Stripped of Maine by the Normans and weakened by internal 
dissensions, the weak administration of the next count, Fulk Rechin, 
left Anjou powerless against its riv<lls. It woke to fresh energy 

1109-1129 with the accession of his son, Fulk of Jerusalem. Now urging the 
turbulent Norman nobles to revolt, now sllpporting Robert's son 
William against his uncle, offering himself throughout as the loyal 
supporter of France, w~ich was now hemmed in on all sides by the 
forces of the English king and of his allies the Counts of Blois 
and Champagne, Fulk was the one enemy whom Henry the First 
really feared. It was to disarm his r~stJess hostility that the King 
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gave to his son, Geoff y the Handsome, the hand of his daughter 
Matilda, No marriage could have been more unpopular, and the 
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ecrecy with which it was effected \ !is hclr! by the baron as freeing 
them from the oath which they had s,."oro; for no baron, if he was 
wi hout ons, could give a husband to hi daughter sa by his 
lord's consent, and by a strained analogy the nobles contet ed that 
their own a ent was nece sary to the marriage of Matilda. A 
more pres ing danger lay ih the greed of her husband GeofflY, who 
from his habit of wearing the common broom of AnjQu (the pltmta 
gellista) in hi helmet had acquired, in addition to his surname of 
"the Handsome," the more famou title of « Plantaget et." His 
claims ended at last in intrigues wi th the . Norman n bles, and 
Henry hurried to the border to meet an expected invasion; but 
the plot broke down at his presence, the Angevins retired, and the 
old man withdrew to the forest of Lions to die. 

, God give him," wrote the Archbishop of Rouen from Henry'S 
death-bed, " th~ peace he loved." With him indeed clo ed the long 
peace of the Norman rule. An outburst of anarchy followed on 
the news of his departure, and in the midst of the turmoil Earl 
Stephen, hi nephew, appeared at the gates of London. tepht::n 
was a son of the Conqueror's daughter, Adela, who had married a 
Count of Blois; h had been brought up at the Eng.1ish court, anJ 
his claim as nearest male heir, save his brother, of the onquer r's 
blood (for hi cousin, the son of Robert, had fallen in Flanders) 
was supported by his personal pop\1larity. Mere swordsman as he 
was, his good-humour, his generosity, his very prodigality made 
him a favourite witl. all. No noble however had as yet ventured 
to join him, nor had any town opened its gates when London 
poured out to meet him with uproarious welcome. Neither barons 
nor prelates were present to constitute a National Council, but the 
great city did not hesitate to take their place. The voice of her 
citizens had long been accepted as representative of the popular 
as ent in the election of a king; but it marks the progress of English 
independence under Henry that London now claimed of it elf the 
right of election. Undismayed by th~ absence of the hereditary 
counsellors of the crown, its" Aldermen and wise folk gathered 
together the folkmoot, and these providing at their own will forthc 
good of the realm, unanimously resolved to choose a king." The 
solemn deliberation ended in the choice of Stephen; the citizens 
swore to defend the King with money and blood, Stephen swore to 
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apply his wh~le strc:;ngth to the pacification and good government 

of the realm. 
If London was true to her oath, Stephen was false to his. The 

nineteen years of his reign are years of a misrule and disorder un-
known in our history. Stephen 
had been acknowledged even by 
the partizans of Matilda, but his 
weakness and prodigality soon 
gave room to feudal revolt. In 
1138 a rising of the barons, 
planned by Earl Ro rt of 
Gloucester, in southern and 
western England was aidet.! by 
the King of Scots, who poured 
his forces over the northern bor
der. tephen himself marched 
on the western rebels, and left 
them few stron'gholds save Bris
tol. The pillage and cruelties 
of the wild tribes of Galloway 
and the Highlands roused the 
pirit of the north; baron and 

freeman gathered at York 
round Archbishop Thurstan, and 
marched to the field of N orth-
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allerton to await the foe. The Battle 

THE STANDARD, J 138. 
MS. A ",,,,,.1 '50. 

Early Thirteenth entury. 

d b f C thbe of the 
sacre anners 0 . u rt Stamfart! 

• of Durham, . Peter of York, [138 

. John of Beverley, and . Wil
frid of Ripon hung from a pole 
fixed in a four-wheeled car 
which stood in the centre of 
the host. "I who wear no 

armour," shouted the chief of the Galwegians, "will go as far 
this day as anyone with breastplate of mail;" his men charged 
with wild shouts of "Albin, Albin," and were followed by the 
Norman knighthood of the Lowlands. The rout, however, was 
complete; the fierce hordes dashed in vain against the close 
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English ranks around the Standard, and the whole army fled in 
confusion to Carlisle. 

But Stephen had few kingly qualities save that of a soldier's 
bravery, and the realm soon began to lip from his gra p. Released 
from the stern hand of Henry, th-: barons' fortified their castles, and 
their example was necessarily followed, in s If-defence, by the 
great prelates and nobles who ~ad acted a mini ters to the late 
King. Roger, Bi hop of Salisbury, the justiciar and his son Roger 
the Chancellor, were carried away by the panic. They forti~ed 
their castles, and appeared at court followed by a trong force at 
their back. The weak violence of the king's temper suddenly 
broke out. He seized Roger with his son the Chancellor and his 
nephew the Bishop of Lincoln at Oxford, and forced -them to 
surrender their stronghold . hame brok the justiciar's heart; he 
died at the close of the year, and hi nephew igel of Ely, the 
Treasurer, was driven from the realm. The fall of Roger'S house 
shattered the whole sy tern of government. The King's violence, 
while it co t him the upport of the clergy, opened the way for 
Matilda's landing in 
England; and the 
country was soon di
vided belween the ad
herent of the two 
rivals, the West sup
porting Matilda, Lon
don and the East 

1141 Stephen. A defeat at 
Lincoln left the latter 
a captive in the hands 
of his enemies, while 
Matilda was received 
throughout the land 
as its "Lady." But 
the disdain with which 
she repulsed the claim 

GREAT SEAL OF EMVRllSS MATILDA. 

of London to the enjoyment of its older privileges called its 
burghers to arms, and her resolve to hold Stephen a prisoner 
roused his party again to life. Flying to Oxford, she was 
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besieged there by, Stephen, who had obtai ned his release; but 
she escaped in wh ite robes by a postern, and crossing the river 
unobserved on the icc, made her way to Abingdon. Six years 
later she returned to Normandy. The war had in {act become a 
mere chaos of pillage and bloodshed. The outrages of the fcudal 
baronage showed from wbat horrors the rule of the Norman kings 
had saved England. No more gh~stly picture of a nation's misery 
has ever been painted than that which closes the English Chronicle, 
whose last accents falte r out amidst the horrors of the time. 
" They hanged up men by their feet and smoked them with foul 
smoke. Some were hanged up by their thumbs, others by the 
head, and burning thing! were hung on to their feet. They put 
knotted strings about men's head'> and writhed them till they went 
into the brain. They put men into prisons where adders and 
snakes and toads ,,"ere crawlin~, and so they tormented them. 
Some they put into a chest short and narrow and not deep, and 
that had sharp stones within, and forced men therein so that they 
broke all thei .. limbs. In many of the castles were hateful 
and gri m things called rachenteges, which two or three mell had 
enough to do to carry. It W:lS thus made; it was fastened to 
a beam and had .a sharp iron to go about a man's neck and 
throat, so. that he"might noways sit, or lie, or sleep, but he bore 
all the iron. Many thousands ther starved with hunger." 

England was rescued from this feudal anarchy by the efforts of 
the Church. In the early part of Stephen's reign his brother Henry, 
the Bishop of Winchester, acting as Papal Legate for the reaim, had 
striven to supply the absence of any royal or national authority 
by convening synods of bishops, and by ass::::rting the moral right 
of the Church to declare sovereigns unworthy of the throne. The 
compact between king and people which became a part of constitu
t.ionallaw in the Charter of Henry had gathered new fo rce in the 
Charter of Stepltcn, but its legitimate consequence in the re

sponsibility of the crown for the execution of the compact was first 
dra .... n out t,y these ecclesiastical councils. From their alternate 
depositiont of Stephen and Matilda fl owed the after depositions of 
Edward and Richard, and the solemn act by which the succession 
wa. changed- in the case of James. Extravagant and unauthorized 
as their expression 0( it may appear, they expr~ the right of a 
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nation to good government tef, ho c r, "half 
monk, half oldier," as he wa called, po!Il too little religiou ' 
influence to wield a really piritual power; it was only at the close 
of tephen's reign that the nation really found a moral leader in 
Theobald, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. .. To the hurch," 
Thomas justly . aid afterward., 
with the proud consciousne s of 
having been Theobald's right 
hand. .. Henry owed his crown 
and England her deli,·erance." 
Thoma was the son of Gilbert 
Beket, the portr 'cve of London, 
the ite of who~e hou -e i till 
marked by the fercer' chapel in 
Cheap ide . . Hi. mother Rohe: 
\Va a type of the de\"Out woman 

TluJlnaso/ of her day; he wcighed her 
London boy each year on hi birthday 

against money, clothe, and pro
vi ion which he gave to the 
poor. Thom - grew up amid. t 
the orman baron and c1erk.o; 
who frequented hi father's house 
with a genial freedom of charac
ter tempered by the orman re
finement; he passed [rom the 

SE L Cl:r OJ fl O;> lit. · lty 01' 
' ~'1 .C!I:".51 ':t. 

j IlN,."al r/ Arr :6P.'''rical ~ 1~I"a""li,,". 

school of Merton to the University of Paris, il:l d returned to fling 
himself into the life of the young nobles of the time. Tall, hand
some, bright-eyed, ready of wit and speech, hi" firmne of temper 
showed itself in his very sports; to rescue his hawk which had 
fallen into the water he once plunged into :\ millrace, and was all 
but crushed by the wheel. The loss of his father's wealth drove 
him to the court of Archbishop Theobald, and he soon became the 
Primate's confidant in his plans for the rescue of England. Henry, 
the son of Matilda and Geoffry, had now by the death of his father 
become master of Normandy and Anjou, while by his marriage 
with its duchess, Eleanor of Poitou, he had added Aquitaine to 
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his dominions. Thomas, as Theobald's agent, invited Henry to 
appear in England, and on the Duke's landing the Archbishop 
interposed between ' the rival claimants to the crown. The Treaty 
of WallingfOld abolished the evils of the long anarchy j the castles 
were to be razed, the crown lands resumed, the foreign mercenaries 
banished from the country. Stephen was recognized as King, and 
in turn acknowledged Henry as his heir. But a year had hardly 
passed when tephen's death gave his rival the crown. 

Section VIII.- Henry the Second , 1154-1189 

[Atttl/oritics.- Up to the death of Archbishop Thomas we have only the 
letters of Beket himself, Foliot, and John of Salisbury, collected by Canon 
Robertson and Dr. Giles; but this dearth is followed by a vast outburst of 
historical industry. From 1169 till 1192 our primary authority is the Chronicle 
known as that of Benedict of Peterborough, whose authorship Dr. Stubbs has 
shown to be more prohably due to the royal treasurer, Bishop Richard Fitz-Neal. 
It is continued to 1201 by Roger of Howden. Both are works of the highest 
value, and have been edited for the Roll s series by Dr. Stubbs, whose prefaces 
have thrown a new light on the constitutional history of Henry's reign. The 
hi~tory by William of Newburgh (which ends in 1198) is a work of the classical 
school, like William of Malmesbury, but distinguished by its fairness and good 
sense. To these may be added the c!.ronides of Ralf Niger, with the additions 
of Ralf of Coggeshall, that of Gervase of Canterbury, and the Life of S. Hugh of 
Lincoln. A mass of general literature lies behind these distincti\'cly historical 
sources, in the treatises of John of Salisbury, the voluminous works of Giraldus 
Cambrensis, the" triAes" and satires of Walter Map, GlanviU's treatise on Law, 
F itz-Neal's "Dialogue on the Exchequer," the romances of Gaimar and Wace, 
the poem of the San Graal. Lord Lyttelton's " Life of Henry .the Second" is a 
full and sober account of the time; Canon Robertson's Biography of Beket is 
accurate, but hostile in tone. In his" Select Charters " Dr. Stubbs has printed 
the various "Assizes," and the Dialogus de Scaccario, which explains the 
financial administration of the Curia Regis.] 

Young as he was, Henry mounted the throne with a resolute 
purpose of government which his reign carried steadily out. His 
practical, serviceable f:-ame suited t~e hardest worker of his time. 
There was something in his build and look, in the square, stout 
frame, the fiery face, the close-cropped hair, the prominent eyes, 
the bull neck, the coarse strong hands, the bowed legs, that marked 
out the keen, stirring, coarse-fibred man of bu:;iness. "He never 
sits down," said one who observed him closely j "he is always on 
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SEC. VIII his legs from morning till night." Orch:rly in business, careless in 
1lS":C~NTDHB appearance, sparing in diet, never resting or giving hi servants 

1154 rest, chatty, inquisitive, endowed ·with a singular charm f address 
T O 

1189 and trength of memory, obstinate in love or hatred, a fair scholar, 
a great hunter, his general air that of a rough, pas ionate, busy 
man, Henry's personal character told directly on the character 
of his reign. His accession marks the period of amalgamation, 
when neighbourhood and traffic and intermarriage drew English
men and Normans rapidly into a single people. national feeling 
was thus springing up before which the barriers of the older 
feudalism were to be swept away. Henry had even less reverence 
fi r the feudal past than the men of his day; he waS indeed utterly 
without the imagination and reverence which enable men to 
sympathize with any past ~t all. He had a practical man's impa
tience of the obstacles thrown in the way of his reforms by the 
older constitution of the realm, nor could he understand other 
men's reluctance to purchase undoubted improvements by the 
sacrifice of customs and traditions of bygone days. Without any 
theoretical hostility to the co-ordinate powers of the state, it seemed 
to him a perfectly reasonable and natural course to trample either 
baronage or Church under foot to gain his end of good govern
ment. He saw clearly that the remedy for such anarchy as 
England had endured under Stephen lay in the e3tablishment of a 
kingly government unembarra sed by any privileges of order or 
class, administered by royal servants, and in who e public admin
istration t~e nobles acted simply as delegates of the sovereign. 
His work was to lie in the organization of judicial and administra
tive reforms which realized this idea. . But of the great currents of 
thought and feeling which were tending in the ame direction he 
knew nothing. What he did for the moral and social impulses 
which were telling on men about him was simply to let them 
alene. Religion grew more and more identified with patriotism 
under the eyes of a King who whispered, and scribbled, and looked 
at picture-books during mass, who never confessed, and cursed God 
in wild frenzies of blasphemy. Great peoples formed themselves on 
both sides of the sea round a sovereign who bent the whole force 
of his mind to hold together an Empire which the growth of 
nationality must inevitably destroy. There is throughout a tragic 
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grandeur in the irony of Henry's position, that of a Sforza of the 
fifteenth century set in the midst of the twelfth, building up by 
pa'tience an'd policy and craft a dominion alien to the deepest 
sympathies of his age, ,and fated to be swept away in the end by 
popular forces to whosp. existence hi~ very cleverness and activity 
blinded him. Rut indirectly and unconscious.iy, his policy did more 
than that of all his predecessors to prepare England for the unity 
and freedom which the fall of his house was to reveal. 

He had been placed on the throne, as we have seen, by the 
Church. His fir t work was to r.cpair the evils which England had 
endured till hi .tCet! sion by the ' restoration of the system of 
Henry the First; and it was with the aid and coun 'el of Theobald 
that the foreign marauders were driven from he realm, the castles 
demolished in spit~ of the opposition of the baronage, the King's 
Court and Exchequer re ·tored. Age and infirmity however warned 
the Primate to retire from the po t of minister, and his power" fell 
into the younger and more vigorous hand of Thomas Beket, who 
had long acted as his confidential advi er ' and was now made 
Chancellor. Thomas won the personal favour of the King. The 
two young men had, in Theobald's words, " but ne heart and 
mind; " Henry je ted in the Chancellor's hall, or tore his cloak 
from his shoulders in rough horc;e-play as they rode through the 
streets. He loaded his favourite with richt:,; and honours but there 
is no ground for thinking that Thomas in any degree influenced 
his system of rule. Henry's policy seems for good or evil to have 
been throughout his own. His work of reorganization went steadily 
on amidst troubles at home and abroad. Welsh outbreaks forced 
him in 1157 to lead an army across the border. The next year 
saw him drawn across the Channel, where he was already master 
of a third of the present France. He had inherited Anjou, Maine, 
and Touraine from hi father, Normandy from his mother, and the 
seven provinces of the South, Poitou, Saintonge, the Angoumois, 
La Marche. the Limousin, Perigord, and Gascony belonged to his 
wife. As Duchess of Aquitaine Eleanor had claims on Toulouse, 
and these Henry prepared in 1159 to enforce by arms. He was 
however luckless in the war. King Lewis of France threw himself 
into Toulouse. Conscious of the ill-compacted nature of his wide 
dominions, Henry shrank from an open contest with his suzerain; 
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he withdrew his forces, and the quarrel ended in 1160 by a formal SEC. VIIl 

alliance and the betrothal of his eldest son to the daughter of HKN-';-; THE 
SECOND 

Lewis. Thomas' had fought bravely throughout the campaign, at 1154 
TO 

the head of the 700 knights who formed his household. But the 1189 
King had other work for him than war. On Theobald's death he 
at once forced on the monks of Canterbury, and on Thomas him-

, his election as Archbishop. His purpose in this appointment 1162 

soon revealed. Henry proposed to the bishops that a clerk 

EAL OF s. ·tHOMAS. 
j.unt41 uf Anl""olorica1 Anodal;.". 

MITRE OF • THOMAS, AT SENS. 

convicted of a crime ~hould be deprived of hi order ' , and handed 
over to the King's tribunals. The local courts of the feudal baronage 
had been roughly shorn of their power by the judicial reforms of 
Henry the F ir t; and the Church court, as the Conqueror had 
creat d them, with their exclu ive right of justice over the clerical 
order, in other words over the whole body of educated men 
throughout the realm, formed the one great exception to the 
system which wa concentrating all jurisdiction in the hands of 
the king. The bishops yielded, but opposition came from tile very 
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prelate whom Henry had created to enf<"lfce his will. From the 
moment of hi appointment Thomas had flung hims If with the 
whole energy of his nature into the part he had to play. At the 
first intimation of Henry's purpose he had pointed with a laugh to 
his gay attire-" You are choosing a fine dress to figure at the 
head of your anterbury monks i" but once monk and primate, 
he pas 'ed with a fevered earnestness from luxury to a ceticism. 

Even as minister he had 
oppo ed the King's de
signs, and for told their 
future oppo itioI) : "You 
will soon hate me as 
much as you love me 
now," he said, " for you 
assume an authority in 
the affairs of the hurch 
to which I shall never 
a sent." A prudent man 
might hav doubted the 
wisdom of destroying 
the only shelter which 
protected piety or learn
ing against a de pot like 
the Red King, and in 
the mind of Thomas the 
eccle iastical immunities 
'were parts of the acred 

}lIS. Trio. . Coli. Call16. B·s. -4- heritage of the Church. 

He stood with lit sup
port i the Pope advised concession, the bish ps forsook him, and 
Thomas bent at la t to agree to the Constitution drawn up at the 
C.:mncil of Clarendon. The King had appealed to the ancient 
"customs" of the r aim, and it was to state these" customs" that 
a court was held at Clarendon near Salisbury. The report pre
sented by bishops and barons formed the "Constitutions of 
Clarendon," a code which in the bulk of its provisions simply 
re-enacted the system of the Conqueror. Every election of bishop 
or abbot was to take place before royal officers, in the King's 
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chapel, and with' the King's assent. 

KN CKER OF SANCTUARY-DOOR, DURHAM. 

The prelate elect was bound 
to do homage to the 
King for his lands, be
fore consecration, and 
to hold his lands as a 
barony from the king, 
subject to all feudal 
burthens of taxation and 
attendance in the King's 
court. No bishop might 
leave the realm without 
the, royal permission. No 
tenant in chi f or royal 
servant might be excom
municated, or their land 
placed under interdict, 
but by the King's as ent. 
What was new was the 
legislation respecting ec
clesiastical jurisdiction. 
The King's court was 
to decide whether a suit 

between clerk and layman, whose nature was di!:pulced, belonged to 
the hurch courts or the King's. A royal officer was to bc pre ent 
at all eccle iasti
cal proceedings, 
in order to con
fine the Bishop's 
court within Its 
own due limits 
and a clerk once 
convicted there 
passed at once 
under the civil 
jurisdiction. An 
appeal was left 
from the Arch-

FRITH TOO!., HEXHAM PRIORY. 
/Nsst'rand, H Jl'nJ1ari"C' Lijt'." 

bishop's court to the King's court for defect ot justice, but none 
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might appeal to the Papal court save with the King's consent. The 
privilege of sanctuary in churches or churchyards was repealed, so 
far a property and not persons was concerned. After a pa ionate 
refusal the Primate at last gave his assent to the onstitutions; but 
this assent was soon retracted. and the King's savage resentment 
threw the moral advantage of the position into the Archbishop's 
hand. Vexatious charge were brought again t him; in the Council 
of Northampton a few month later hi life was said to be in 
danger, and all urged him to submit. But in the presence of 
danger the courage of the man rose to it fuU height. Grasping 
his archiepiscopal cross he entered the royal court, forbade the 
nobles to ccndemn him, and appealed to the Papal ee. hout · 
of "Traitor! traitor! " followed him a he retired. The Primate 
turned fiercely at the word: " Were I a knight," he retorted, my 
sword should an wer that foul taunt! '" t nightfall he fled in 
disguise, and reached France through Flanders. For si years the 
contest raged bitterly; at Rome, at Paris, the agents of the two 
powers intrigued against each other. Henry stooped to acts of 
the meane. t persecution in driving the Primate" kinsmen from 
England, and in threats to confiscate the land of the i tercian 
that he might force the monks of Pontigny to refuse Thoma a 
horne ; while Beket himself exhausted the patience of hi friends 
by his violence and excommunications, as well as by the stub
bornness with which he clung to the offensive clau e" aving the 
honour of my order," the addition of which would have practically 
neutralized the King's rcfoFms. The Pope counselled mildness, the 
French king for a time withdrew his support, his own clerks gave 
way at la t. " Come up," said one of them bitterly when his horse 
stumbled on the road, "saving the honour of the Church 'and my 
order." But neither warning nor de ertion moved the resolution of 
the Primate. Henry, in dread of papal excommunication, resolved 
at last on the coronation of his son, in defiance of the privileg~s of 
Canterbury, by the Archbishop of York. But the Pope's hands 
were now freed by his successes in Italy, and his threats of an 
interdict forced the king to a <;how of submission. The Arch
bishop was allowed to return after a reconciliation with Henry at 
Freteval, and the Kentishmen flocked around him with uproarious 
welcome as he entered Canterbury. "This is England," said his 
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clerks, as they s~w the white headlands of the coast. " You will 
wish yourself elsewhere before fifty days are gone," said Thomas 
adly, and hi , foreboding showed his appreciatio.l of Henry's 

,'AR,' I NG Of" !o.. TUOMA~ Al;'lU THe 1'WO t.::INCS. 

seE E S FRO M .. V If: D E T. THO MAS, " 
French MS. wrinen in England, I2)O-UGo. 

SKiIlI del 4nri~"s tl'.des frrvtrais. 

character. He wa now in the royal power, and order had already 
been issued in the younger Henry's name for his arre t, when four 
knights from the King's court, spurred to outrage by a passionate 
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outburst of their rna ter's wrath, cro~ cd the sea and forced their 
way into the Archbishop's palace. After a stormy parley with 
him in his chamber they withdrew to arm. Thoma was hurried 

caOWNINC 0,. THE YOUNG KING i HIS FATHER SLR\'ING Hl)t AT TAOL& 

5 C E N F. 5 •• R 0 )f .. VIE D EST. THO AI A S. " 
French M . written in En£:lolUld, uJQ-JWo. 

StlCil" au .nd,," I~x{el !ya,,(niJ. 

by his clerk into the cathedral, but as he reached the steps leading 
from the tran ept to the choir his pursuers burst in from the 
cloisters. .1 Where," cried Reginald Fitzurse in the dusk of the 
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dimly-lighted minster," where is the traitor, Thomas Beket?" 
The Primate turned resolutely back: "Here am I, no traitor, but a 
priest of God,"- he replied, and again descending the steps he 
placed himself with his back against a pillar and fronted his foes. 
All the bravery, the violence of his old knightly life seemed to 
revive in Thomas as he toc;sed back the threats and demands of his 
assailants. "You are our prisoner," shouted Fitzurse, and the four 
knights seized him to drag him from the church. " Do not touch 
me, Reginald," shouted the Primate, "pander that you are, you 
owe me fealty;" and availing himself of his perso.nal strength he 

Drawn by M"uhew P:lris. 
IUS. r .C C. Camh .• Txvi. 

shook him roughly off. " trike, strike," retorted Fitzur e, and 
blow after blow struck Th mas to the ground. A retainer of 
Ranulf de Brqc with the point of his sword scattered the Primate's 
brains on the ground. "Let us be off," he cried triumphantly, 
" this traitor will never rise a -ain." 

The brutal murder was received with a thrill of horror throughout 
Christendom; mir-cles were wrought at the martyr's tomb; he was 
canonized, and became the mo t popular of English aints; but 
Henry'S show of sl.bmission to the Papacy averted the excom
munication which at first threatened to avenge the deed of blood. 
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The judicial provisions of the Constitutions of Clarendon were in 
form annulled, and liberty of election was restor d to bishopricks 
and abbacies. In reality however the victory re ted with the King. 

Throughout hi· reign ecclesiastical appoint
ments were practically in his hand, while the 
King's court asserted its power over the 
spiritual jurisdiction of the bishops. The close 
of the struggle left Henry free to complete 
hi great work of leg'1-1 reform. He had al-

U CAPUT THOMA:. " 'I h 
ign ofa Canterbury ready aval ed imself.ofthe expedition against 

Pilgrim. Toulouse to deliver a brow at the baronage 
IVrigl.l, H ArcHIIlllp'ell/ 

A 11m",.'· by allowing the lower tenants to commute 

their personal service in the field for a money payment under the 
name of" scutage," or shield-money. The King thus became master 
of resources which enabled him to di pen e with the military 
~upport of his tenants, and to maintain a force of mercenary soldiers 
in their place. The diminution of the military power of the nobles 

was accompanied 
by measures which 
robbed them of 
their legal juris
diction. The cir
cuits of the judge 
were restored, and 
instructions were 
given them to en
ter the manor of 
the barons and 

Inquest of make inquiry into 
deriffi th· . ·1 

II 70 elr pnvI eges ; 
while the office of 
sheriff was with
drav," from the 
great nobles of 
the shire and en
trusted to the law

SEAL OF THE YOUNG KING HENRY, SON OF HENIlY II. 

yers and courtiers who already furnished the staff of justices. 
The resentment of the barons found an opportunity of displaying 
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itself when the King's eldest son, whose coronation had given 
him the title of 'King, demanded to be put in possession of his 
English realm, ~nd on his father's refusal took refuge with Lewis 
of France. France, Flanders, and Scotland joined the league 
against Henry; his younger sons, I ichard and Geoffry, took up 
arms in Aquitaine. In England a descent of Flemish mer
cenaries under the Earl of Leicester was repulsed by the loyal 
justiciars near . Edmundsbury; but LeWis had no sooner entered 

ormandy and invested I ouen than the whole extent of the 
danger was revealed. The Scots crossed the border, Roger 
Mowbray rose in revolt in Yorkshire, Ferrars, Earl of Derby, in 
the midland shires, . f{l:lgh Bigod in the eastern counties, while 
a Flemish fleet prepared to upport the insurr,ection by a descent 
upon the l coast. The murder of Archbishop Thomas still hung 
around Helfry's neck, and his first act in hurrying to E ngland to 
meet these perils was to prostrate himself before the shrine of the 
new martyr, and to submit to a public scourging in expiation of 
hi s sin. But the penance was hardly wrought when all danger 
was dispelled by a serie of triumphs. The King of Scotland, 
William the Lion, surprised by the English under cover of a mist, 
fell into the hands of his minister, Ranulf de Glanvill, and at the 
retreat of the cots the English rebels. ha tened to lay down their 
arms. With the army of mercenarits \oihich he had brought over 
sea Henry was able to r!!tprn to ormandy, to ruic;e the siege 
of Rouen, and to reduce his ons to submis ion. The revolt of 
the baronage was followed by fre h blows at their power. A 
further step was taken a few years later in the military organiza
tion of the rcalm by the Assize of Arms, which restored the 
national militia to the place which it had lost at the onquest. 
The substitution of scutage for military service had freed the 
crown from its dependence on the baronage and its feudal re
tainers; the Assize of Arm!> replaced thi feudal organization by 
the older obligation of every freeman to serve in the defence of 
the realm. Every knight was bound to appear at the King's 
call in coat of mail and with shield and lance, every freeholder with 
lance and hauberk, every burgess and poorer freeman with lance 
and helmet. The levy of an armed nation was thus placed wholly 
at the disposal of the King for purposes of defence. 
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The mea ures we have named were only part of Henry's 
legi lation. His reign, it has been truly said, • initiat<"d the rule of 
law" as di tinct from the despotism, \ hether personal or tempered' 
by routine, of the orman kings. It was in successive" Assizes" 
or codes jssued with the sanction of great council of barons and 
prelate , that he perfected by 
a system of reforms the ad-
mini trative measures which 
Henry the Fir t had begun. 
The fabric of our judicial 
legislation commences with 

Ass;"e of the Assize of Clarendon, the 
Clart'ltdo,. 

11 66 first object of which was to 

T,.ia/. hy 
j ury 

provide for the order of the 
realm by reviving the old 
English 'y ·tem of mutual 
ecurity or frankpledge. 0 

stranger might abide in any 
place save a borough, and 
there but for a single night, 
unless sureties were given for 
his good behaviour i and the 
list of such stranger' wa' to 
be submitted to the itinerant 
ju tices. In the provi ions of 
thi a size for the repre ion 
of crime we find the origin 
of trial by jury, so often 
attributed to earlier times. 
Twelve lawful men of each 
hundred, with four from each 
township, were sworn to pre
sent tho -e who were known 

TOWER OF lIADDlSCOE CHURCH. 
Tw.·lrth Century. 

or reputed as criminals within their district for trial by ordeal. 
The jurors were thus not merely witnesses, but sworn to act as 
judges aloin determining the value of the charge, and it is 
this double character of Henry's jurors that has descended to 
our "grand jury," who still remain charged with the duty of 
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presenting criminals for trial after examination of the witnesses 
against them. ' Two later steps brought the jury to its modern 
condition. U:nder Edward the First witnesses acquainted with the 
particular fact in question were added in each case to the general 
jury, and by the separation of these two classes of jurors at a later 
time the last became simply "witnesses" without any judicial 
power, while the first ceased to be witnesses at all, and became our 
modern jurors, who are only judges of the testimony given. 'With 
this· assize, too, the practice which had prevailed from the earliest 
Engli h time of" compurgation" passed away. nder this 
system the accused could be acquitted of the charge by the 
voluntary oath of his neighb urs and kinsmen ; but this was 
abolished by the Assize of Clarendon, and for the next fifty years 
his trial, after the investig!ltion of the grand jury, was found solely 
in the ordeal or "judgement of God," where innocence was proved 
by the power of holding hot iron in the hand, or by sinking when 
flung into the water, for swimming was a proof of guilt. It was the 
abolition f the whole system of ordeal by the ouncil of Lateran 
which led the way to the establishment of what is called a " petty 
jury " for the final trial of prisoners. The Assize of Clarendon 
was expanded in that of Northampton, which was drawn up 
immediately after the rebellion of the Barons. Henry, as we have 
seen, had restored the King's Court 8nd the occasional circuits of its 
justices : by the Assize of Northampton he rendered this institution 
permanent and regular by dividing the kingdom into six district, 
to each of which he assigned three itinerant justice . The circuits 
thus defined correspond roughly with those that still exist. The 
primary object of these circuits was financial, but the rendering of 
the King's justice went on side by side with the exaction of the 
King's due, and thi carrying of justice to every corner of the 
realm was made still more effective by the abolition of all feudal 
exemptions from the roy I jurisdiction. The chief danger of the 
new system lay in the opportunities it afforded to judicial corrup
tion ; and so great were its abuses that Henry wa oon forced to re
strict for a time the number of justices to five, and to reserve appeals 
from their court to him elf in council. The Court of Appeal which 
he thus created, that of the King in Council, gave birth as time 
went on to tribtlnal after tribunal. It is from it that the judicial 
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power now exercised by the Privy Council are derived, as well as 
the equitable jurisdiction of the Chancellor. In the next century 
it becomes the Great Council of the realm, from which the 
Privy Council drew its Iegi lative, and the H use of Lords 
its judicial character, The Court of 

'Star hamber and the Judicial Com
mittee of the Privy Council are later 
offshoots of Henry' Court of Appeal. 
The King's Court, which became in
ferior to this higher jurisdiction, was 
divided after the Great Charter into the 
three di tinct courts of the King's Bench, 
the Exchequer, and the Common Pleas, 
which by the time of Edward the First 
received distinct judges, and became for 
all purpose separate, 

For the ten years which followed the 
revolt of the barons Henry's p wer waD 
at its height ; and an invasion, which 
we shall tell hereafter, had annexed 
Ireland to his Engli h crown. But the 
course of triumph and legislative reform 
was rudely broken by the quarrels and 
revolts of his sons, The successive 
deaths of Henry and Geoffry were fol
lowed by intrigue between Richard, 
now his father's heir, who had been 
entrusted with Aquitaine, and Philip, 
who had succeeded Lewis on the thron'e 
of France, The plot broke out at last 
in actual conflict; Richard did homage 
t Philip, and their allied forces sud- EFFIGY 01' lIRNRY 11. ON 111 ' 

TC' IB A'I FONl'EVRAUIJ, 

denly appeared before Le Mans, from 
whieh Henry was driven in headlong flight towards Normandy, 
From a height where he halted to look back on the burning city, so 
dear to him as his birthplace, the King hurled his curse against 
God: "Since Thou hast taken from me the town I loved best, 
where I was born and bred, and where my father lies buried, I will 
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have my revenge on Thee too-I will rob Thee of that thing Thou 
lovest most in me." Death was upon him, and the longing of a 
dying man dre\v him to the home of his race, but Tours fell as he 
lay at aumur, and the hunted King was driven to beg mercy from 
his foes. They gave him the list of the conspirators against him : 
at the head of them was his yrlUngest and best loved son, John. 
" Now," he said, as he turned his face to the wall, "let things go as 
they will- I care no ' more for myself or for the world." He was 
borne to Chinon by the silvery waters of Vienne, and muttering, 
" Shame, shame on a ~onquered King," passed sul1enly away. 

Section IX.-The Fall of the Angevins, II8g--I204 

[Atltlum·ties.-In addition to those mentioned in the last Section, the 
Chronicle of Richard of Devizes, and the" ltinerarium Regis Ricardi ," edited 
by Dr. Stubbs, are useful for Richard's reign. Rigord's" esta Philippi," and 
the" Phiiippis Willei~i Britonis," the cbief authorities on the French side, are 
given in Duchesne, 'Hist. Franc. Scriptores," vol. v.] 

V need not follow Richard in the eru ade which occupied the 
beginning of his reign, and which left England for four years 
without a ruler,- in his quarrels in Sicily, his conquest of Cyprus, 
his victory at J afra, his fruitless march upun Jerusalem, the truce 
he concluded with aladin, his shipwreck as he returned, or his 
two impri onments in Germany. Freed at last from his captivily, 
he returned to fqce new peril. During his absence the kingdom 
had b en entru ted to William of Longchamp Bi hop of Ely, head 
of hurch and tate, as at once Justiciar and Papal Legate. 
Longchamp was loyal to the King, but his exactions and scorn of 
Englishmen rou ed a fierce hatred among the baronage, and thi 
hatred found a head in John, traitor to his brother a to his father. 
John's intrigues with the baronage and the French king ended at 
last in open revolt, which was, however, checked by the ability of 
the new Primate, Hubert Walter; and Richard's landing in 1194 

was followed by his brother's complete submission. But if Hubert 
Walter had secured order in England, oversea Richard found him
self face to face with dangers which he was too c1ear~sighted to 
undervalue. De titute of his father's admini. rative genius, less 
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ingeniou in his political conceptions thau John, Richard was far 
from being a mere soldier. A love of advf!nture, a prid in sheer 
physical trength, here and there a romantic generosity, jo tied 
roughly with the craft, the unscrupulou ness, the violence of his 
race; but he was at heart a statesman, cool and patient in the 
execution of his plans a he was bold in their conception. "The 

GREAT SEAL OF RICIIARD I . 

devil is loose; take care of yourself," Philip had written t John at 
the news of the king's release. In the French king's case a restle s 
amtition was spurred to action by insults which he had borne 
during the Crusade, and he had availed himself of Richard's 
imprisonment to invade Normandy, while the lords of Aquitaine 
rose in revolt under the troubadour Bertrand de Born. Jealousy of 
the rule of strangers, weariness of the turbulence of the mercenary 
soldiers of the Angevins or of the greed and oppression of their 
financial administration, combined with an impatience of their firm 
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government anq vigorous justice to alienate the nobles of their 
provinces on the Continent. Loyalty among the people there was 
none; even Anjou, the ·home of their race, drifted towards Philip 
as stt:adily as Poitou. But in warlike ability Richard was more 
than Philip's peer. He held him in check on the orman frontier 
and surpri$e'd his treasure at Freteval, while he reduc~d to 
submission the rebels of Aquitaine. England, drained by the tax 
for Richard's ransom, groaned under its burdens as Hubert 
Walter raised vast sums to support the army of .mercenaries which 
Richard led against hi foes. 

Crushing taxation had wrung from England wealth which again 
filled the royal tn:a:;ury, and during a short truce Richard's bribes 
detached Flanders from the French alliance,.and united the ounts 
of Chartres, Champagne, and Boulogne \ ith the Bretons in a 
revolt against Philip. He won a valuable aid by the election of 
his nephew Otto to the German throne, and his envoy, William 
Longchamp, knitted an alliance which would bring the German 
lances to bea,r on the King of Paris. But the security of or
mandy was requisite to the success of these wider plans, and 
Richard saw that it defence could no longer re t on the loyalty of 
the Norman people. His father might trace hi descent through 
Matilda from the line of H rolf, but the Angevin ruler was in fact 
a stranger to the Norman. It was impossible for a Norman to 
recognize his Duke with any real sympathy in the Angevin prince 
whom he saw moving along the border at the head of Braban<;on 
mercenaries, in who e camp the old names of the orman' baronage 
w,ere missing, and Merchade, a Proven<;al ruffian, held upreme 
command. The purely military site which Richard selected for the 
new fortre s with ·which he guarded the border howed his realiza
tion of the fact that Normandy could now only be held by force 
of arms. As a monument of warlike skill hi "Saucy Castle," 
Chateau-Gaillard, stands fir t among the fortresses of the middle 
ages. Richard fixed its site where the Seine bends suddenly at 
Gaillon in a great semicircle to the north, and where the valley of 
Les ndelys breaks the line of the chalk cliff: along its banks. 
Blue masses of woodland crown the distant hill ; within the river 
curve lies a dull reach of flat meadow, round which the Seine, 
broken with green islets, and dappled with the grey and blue 
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of the sky, flashes like a silver bow on itc; way to Rouen. The 
castle formed a part of an entrenched camp which Richard de
signed to cover hi Norman capita\. Approach by the river was 
blocked by a stockade and a bridge of boats, by a fort on the islet 
in mid-stream, and by the fortified town which the King built in 
the valley of the Gambon, then an impassable marsh. In the 
angle between this valley and the Seine, on a spur of the chalk 
hill which only a narrow neck of land connects with the general 
plateau, rose at the height of 300 feet above the river the crowning 
fortress of the whole. Its outworks and the waJls which connected 
it with the town and tockade have for the most part gone, but 
time and the hand of man have done little to destroy the fortifica
tions themselves-the fo se, hewn deep into the solid rock, with 
ca emates hollowed out along its sides, the fluted walls of ' he 
citadel, the huge d njon looking down on the brown roofs and 
huddled gables of Les Andelys. Even now in its ruin we can 
understand the triumphant outburst of its royal builder as he . aw 
it rising against the sky : "How pretty a child is mine, this child 
of but one year old!" 

The easy . reduction of Normandy on the fall of CMteau
Gaillard at a later time proved Richard's foresight; but foresight 
and sagacity were mingled in him with a brutal violence and a 
callous indifference to honour. "I would take it, were its wall s of 
iron ," Philip exclaimed in wrath as he saw the ~ rtress rise. " I 
would hold it, were its walls of butter," was the defiant answer of 
his foe. It was Church land, and the Archbi hop of Rouen laid 
Normandy under interdict at its seizure, but the King met . the 
interdict with mockery, and intrigued with Rome till the censure 
was withdrawn. He was just as defiant of a "rain of blooJ," 
whose fall scared his courtiers. "Had an angel from heaven bid 
him abandon his work," says a cool observer, "he would have 
answised with a cur e." The twelvemonths' harJ work, in fact, by 
securIng the Norman frontier, set Richard free to deal his long
planned blow at Philip. Money only was wanting, and the King 
listened with more than the greed of his race to the rumour that a 
treasure had been found in the fields of the Limousin. Twelve 
knights of gold seated round a golden table were the find, it was 
said, of the Lord of ChAlus. Treasure-trove at any rate there 
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was, and Richard prowled around tht! walls, but the castle held 
stubbornly out till the King's greed pas d into savag menace; 
he would hang all, he swore-man, woman, the very child at the 
breast. In the mid. t of his threats an arrow from the walls 
struck him down. He died as he had lived, owning the wild 
passion which for seven years past had kept him from confession 
lest he hould be forced to pardon Philip, forgiving \ ith kingly 
generosity the archer who had hot him. 

The Angevin dominion broke to pieces at his death. John was 
acknowledged as king in England and orKlandy, Aquitaine was 
secured for him by its Duch ss, his mother; but Anj u, Maine, 
and Touraine did homage t Arthur, the on of his Icier broth r 
Geoffr)', the late Duke of Britanny. The ambition of Philip, who 
protected his cau. e, turned the day against A rthur; the ngevins 
ro e against the French garrisons with which the French King 

. practically annexed the country, and J ohn wa at last owned 
as master of the whole dominion of his house. A fresh outbreak 
of war in l'oitou was fatal to hi ri val; surpri ed at the siege of 
Mirebean by a rapid march of the King, Arthur was taken 
prisoner to Rouen and murdered there, as men believed, by his 
uncle's hand. The brutal ou trage at once rou d the French ' 
provinces in revolt, while the French King marched straight on 
Normandy. The ease with which its conquest was effected can 
only be explained y the utter absence of any popular re istance 
on the part of the Normans themselves. Half a century before 
the sight of a Frenchman in the land would have roused every 
peasant to arms from A vranches to Dieppe, but town after town 
surrendered at the mere summons of" Philip, and the conquest was 
hardly over before Normandy settled down into the mo t loyal of 
the provinces of France. Much of this was due to the wise 
liberality with which Philip met the claims of the towns to inde · 
pendence and self-government, as well as tc the overpowering force 
and military. ability with which the conquc t was effected. But 
the uttcr absence of all opposition sprang from a deeper cause. 
To the Norman his transfer from John to Philip was a mere 
passing from one foreign master to another, and foreigner for 
foreigner Philip was the less alien of the two. Between France 
and Normandy there had been as many years of friendship as of 
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strife; between Norman and Angevin lay a century of bitterest 
hate. Moreover, the subjection to France was the realization in 
fact of a dependence which had always exi ted in theory; Philip 
entered Ruuen as the over-lord of its Dukes; while the su bmission 
to the house of Anjou had been the most humiliating of all 
submissions, the ubmission to an equal. 

It wa the consciousness of this temper in the Torman people 
that forced John to abandon all hope of res istance on the failure 
of his attempt to relieve Chateau-Gaillard, by the siege of which 
Philip commenced his invasion. The skill with ,hich the 
combined movement for its relief were planned proved the King's 
military ability. The besiegers w~re parted into two rna ses by 
the Seine; the bulk of their forc(;s were camp' d in the level space 
within the bend of the river, while one divi i n was thrown acro s 
it to occupy the valley of the Gambon, and sweep the country 
around of its provision '. J ohn proposed to cut the French Army 
in two by de troying the bridge of boats which formed the only 
communication between the two bodies, while the whole of his 
own fI rce flung them elves on the rear of the French divi ion 
encamped in the cul-de-stlC formed by the river-bend, and without 
any exit save the bridge. Had the attack been carried out as ably 
as it was planned, it mu t have ended in Philip'~ ruin; but the two 
assaul ts were not made simultaneously, and were successively 
repulsed. The repul e was followed by the utter collapse of the 
military system by which the ngevins had held ormandy ; 
John'S treasury was exhausted, and his mercenaries pas ed over to 
the foe. The King's despairing appeal to th~ Duchy itself came 
too late; it nobles were already treati ng with Phili p, and the 
towns were incapable of reo isting the siege train of the French. 
It wa despair of any aid from Normandy that drove John over sea 
to se k it as fruitles ly from England, but with the fall of Ch5teau
Gaillard, ::tfter a gallant struggle, the pro ince pas ed without a 
. truggle into the Frellch King's hanci . In 1204 Philip turned on 
th south with as startling a succe S. Maine, Anjou, and Touraine 
passed with little resi tanee into his hands, and the death of 
Eleanor was follow d by the submis ion of the bulk of quitaine. 
Little was left save the country 'outh of the Garonne; and from 
the lordship of a vast empire that tretched from the Tyne to the 
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Pyrenees John saw himself reduc ·d at a blow to the realm of 
England. On the loss of Chateau-Gaillard in fa t hung . the 
destinies of England, and the in crest that attaches one to the 
grand ruin on the heights of Le ndelys i I that it represent the 
ruin of a sy tern as well as of a camp. From its dark donjon and 
broken walls we see not merely the plea ant vale of eine, but the 
edgy flat of our own Runnymede. 

CRA TEAIJ'(;AILLARD FROM THE S UTH. 

A/ler J. Al. W. TN,.,,,,.. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE GREAT CHARTER 

o 

Section I.- English Literature under the Norman and 
Angevin Kings 

[Autltorilies.-For the general literature of this period, see Mr. Morley's 
"English Wri ters from the Conquest to Chaucer," vol. i. part ii. The prefaces 
of Mr. Brewer and Mr. Dimock to his collected works in the Rolls Serie~ give 
all that can be known of Gerald de Barri. The poems of Walter Map have 
been edited by Mr. Wright for the Camden Society; Layamon, by Sir F. 
Madden.] 

IT i in a review of the literature of England during the 
period that we have ju ·t traver ed th t we hall best under tand 
the new Engli h people with which John, when driven from Nor
mandy, found himself face to face. 

In his contest with Beket, Henry the econd had been power
fully aided by the silent revolution which now began to part the 
purely literary clas from the purely clerical. uring the earlier 
ages of our history we have seen literature springing up in 
ecclesia tical schools, and pr tecting itself against the ignorance 
and violence of the time under ecclesia tical privilege . Almost 
all our writers from Breda to he day of the Angevins are clergy 
or monks. The r vival of letter ~ which followed the Conquest 
was a purely ecclesiastical revival; the intellectual impulse which 
nec had given to Normandy travelled across the hannel with 
the new Norman abbots who were e tablished in the greater 
English monasteries; and writing-rooms or scriptoria, where the 
chief works of Latin literature, patristic or classical, were copied 

The 
Literary 
Revival 
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Even the philosophical and devotional impulse given by An elm 
produced no Engli -h work of theolegy or metaphy ic. ,The 
literary revival which followed the on quest to k m inly th old 
hi torical form. At Durham, Turgot and irneon librew into 
Latin shape the national annals to the ti~e of Henry the First 
with an especial regard to northern affairs,. while the earlier events 
of Stephen's reign were noted . down by two Priors of IIexham 
in the wild border-land l>etweeo Englar:d and the cot. The e 
however were the colourless jottings of mere annalists; i was in 
the criptorium of, Canterbury,)n Osbern's. lives of the English 
saint, or in Eadmer's' record of the struggle of Anselm gainst 
the Red King and his succes or, that we ee the first indication of 
a distinctively Engli h f, cling telling ·on the new literature. The 
national impulse is yet morc conspicuous in the two hi torian 
that followed. The war-sot\gs of the English conquerors of 
Britain were pre ervcd by Henry-, an Archdeacon of Huntingdnn, 
who wove them intoannalii compiled . from Ba!da and the 
Chronicle; while \ illiam. the librarian bf Malmesbury, as 111 -

dustriou ly collected the lighter -ballads which embodied the 
popular tradition5 of the 'English Kings. 

It is in \ViIliam above all others that we ee the new tendency 
of English literature. 'In himself, as in his work, he marks the 
fusion of the conquerors and the conquered, for he was of both 
English and Norman parentage, .and his sympathies were as 
divided as his blood. The form and style of his writing show 
the influence of tho e classical studies which were now reviving 
throughout Christendom. Monk as he is, he discards th older 
ecclesiastical models and the annalistic form. Event are grouped 
together with no strict reference to time, while the lively narrative 
flows rapidly and loosely along, with constant breaks of digre5sion 
over the general history of Europe and the hurch. I t is in this 
change of historic spirit that William takes his place as first of the 

The Cou,t more statesmanlike and philosophic school of historians who began 
"islo,u,,/.$ soon to ari5e in direct connection with the Court, and amongst 
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. 
whom the author of the chronicle which commonly bear.> the name S. 1 

of "Benedict of Peterborough," with his continuator Roger of E;';;:;:slI 
• LITHRATURK 

Howden, are ~he most conspicuous. Both held J' udicial offices UNOEK TIIK 
NORMAN 

under H nry the Second, and it is to th.eir position at Court that ~~: ~:N"c"; 
they owe the fulne s and

lJ 
accuracy of their information as to affairs 

at home and abroad, tllcir copious supply or" official documents, 

MONK ILLUMINATI 'C, C. 1200. 
MS. Bodl. 60,. 

and the purely .p litical t ml .r with which they regard the conflict 
of hurch and tate in their time. The same freed m from 
eccle. ia tical bias combined with remarkable critical ability, i 
found in the history of \ illiam, the anon of ewburgh, who 
wrote far away in his Yorkshire mona tery. Th English court, 
however, had become the centre of a di tinctly secular literature. 
The treatise of Ranulf de Glanvill, the justiciar of Henry the 


