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EC. I Second, is the earliest work on Engli h law, a~ that of the royal 
E';;;-;:;SH treasurer, Richard Fitz-Neal, on th Ex~hequ r is the earliest on 

LITUA'tUU 

u~;: .. :~ English government. 
~~: ~:;'~B; till more distinctly secular than the e, though. thq work of 

Gerald a priest who claimed to be a bishop, are the writings of Gerald de 
of Wales Barri. Gerald is the father of our popular literature, as he is the 

originator of the political and ecclesiastical pamphlet. Wel5h 
blood (as his usual name of Giraldus Cambrensi~ im lies) mixed 
with Norman in his veins, and something of the restless Celtic 
fire run alike through his writings and his life. busy scholar 
at Pari, a reforming archdeacon in Wales; the wittiest of Court 
chaplains, the most 'troub'lesome of bishops, G raid became the 
gayest and most amusing of all the authors of his time. In his 
hand the stately Latin tongue took the vivacity and pictur
esquene s of the jongleur's verse. Reared as he had been in 
classical studie', he threw pedantry contemptuously aside. " It is 
better to be dumb than not to be under tood," is his characteristic 
apology for the novcJty of his style : "nevi time require new 
fa 'hion, and so I have thrown utterly aside the old and dly 
method of some authors, and aimed at adopti?g the fashion of 
speech which is actually in vogue to-day." His tract on the 
conquest of Ireland and his account of Wales, which are in fact 
reports of two journey!;) undertaken in those countries with John 
and Archbishop Baldwin, iUu trate his rapid faculty of careless 
ob ervation, his audacity, and his good ense. They are just the 
sort of lively, dashing letters that we find in the correspondence 
of a modern journal. There is the ame modern tone in hi 
political pamphlets; hi profusion of jests, his fund of anecdote, 
the aptne.s of his quotations, his mitural shrewdness and critical 
acumen, the clearness and vivacity of hi style, are backed by a 
fearlessness and impetuosity that made him a dangerous a~sailant 
even to such a ruler as Henry the econcl. The invectives in 
""hich Gerald poured out his re entment against the Angevins 
are the cause of half the scandal about Henry and his sons 
which has found its way into history. His life was wa ·ted in 
an ineffectual struggle to secure the sec of t. David's, but his 
pungent pen played its part in rousing the spirit of the nation 
to its struggle with the Crown. 
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A tone of distinct hostility to the Church developed itself 
almost from the first among the singp.rs of romance. Romance 
had long before taken Foot ill the court 0f Hen'ry the FJr~t, where 
under the patro.nage of Queen Maud the dreams of Arthur, so 
long cherished by the Celts of Britanny, and which had travelled 
to Wales in the train of the exile Rhys ap Tewdor, took shape 
in the History of the Britons by Geoffryof Monmouth, Myth, 
legend, tradition, the' classical pedantry of the day, W Ish hopes 
of future triumph over the Saxon, the memories of the Crusades , 
and of the world-wide dominion of Charles the Great, were 

Des-tiarium, c. A . D. 1'200. 

MS. Bodl. 60 •. 

mingled together by this daring , fabulist in a work whose 
popularity became at once immense. Alfred of Beverley trans
ferred Geoffry's inventions into the region of sober hi tory, while 
two Norman trOltVeres, Gaimar and Wace, translated them into 
French verse. So complete was the credence they obtained, 
that Arthur's tomb at Glastonbury was visited by Henry the 
Second, while the child of his son Geoffry and of Constance of 
Britanny bore the name of the Celtic hero, Out of Geoffry's 
creation grew little by little the poem of the Table Roupd, 
Britanny, which had mingled with the story of Arthur the older 
and more mysterious legend of the Enchanter Merlin, lent that of 
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Lancc10t to the wandering minstrels of the day, who moulded it, as 
they wandered from hall to hall, into the familiar tale of knight- ENGLISH 

LITERATl'RK 

hood wrested from it loyalty by UNDER THE 
ORM AN 

the love of woman. The stories ~~: ~~;G"; 

SHOOTING BIROS IN A TREE. 
flf •. AsI"". IS1l . 

c. A • .o.. l2QO. 

of Tristram and Gawayne, at first 
as independent as that of Lancelot, 
were drawn with it into the whirl-
pool of Arthurian romance; and 
when the Church, jealous of the 
popularity of the 'Iegends of chiv-
alry, invented as a counteracting 
influence the poem of the Sacred 
Dish, t~e San, Graal wh 'ch held 
the blood of th Cro s in vi ible to 
all eye but tho e. f the pure in 
heart, the genius of a court poet, 
Walter de Map, Nove the rival 
legends together, sent Arthur and 
his knights wandering over sea 
and land in the que t of the an 
Graal, and crowned the work by 
the fi gure of 'ir Galahad, the type 
of ideal knighth od, without fear 
and without Icproach. 

'V alter stand before us as the 
repre entative of a sudden out
burst of literary, s cial, and re
ligiou critici m which followed 
the growth of romance and the 

appearance of a fr er hi torical tone in the court of the two 
Henrie. om on the V elsh b rder, a student at Pari, a 
favourite with the King, a oyal chaplain,ju ticiar, and amba ador, 
the genius of \Valter de Map was as various as it was prolific. 
He i, as much at his ease in sweeping together the chit-chat of the 
time in his "C urtly Trifle "a in creating the character of ir 
Galahad. But he nly ro e to hi fullest strength when hI! turned 
from th field of r mance to that of hurch reform, and embodied 
the ecclesiastical abuse of his day in the figure of his" Bi hop 
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Goliath." The whole spirit of Henry and his court in their 
struggle with Beket is reflected and illustrated in the apocalypse 
and confession of this imaginary prelate. Picture after picture 
strips the veil from the corruption of the medic.eval Ch~rch, its 
indolence, its thirst for gain, its secret immorality. The whole body 
of the clergy, from Pope to hedge-priest, is painted a busy in the 
chase for gain j what escapes the bishop is snapped up by the 
archdeacon, what escapes the arch
deacon i nosed and hunted down 
by the dean, while a host of minor 
officials prowl hungrily around these 
greater marauders. Out of the crowd 
of figure which fills the canvas of 
the atirist, pluralist vicar, abbots 
"purple as their wines," monks feed
ing and chattering together like 
parrots in the refectory, rises the 
Philistine Bishop, light of purpbse, 
void of conscience, lost in sensuality, 
drunken, unchaste, the Goliath who 
sums up the enormities of all, and 
against whose forehead this new 
David slings his sharp pebble of the 
brook. 

I t is only, however, as the writ
ings of Englishmen that Latin or 
French. works like the e can be 
claimed as part of English litera
ture. The spoken tongue of the 

1l\~p1-r ~1SSt 
ch"tt SOQ(OlW 

(iLUTTONY. 

lffS. Art/lldel 9" 
Twelfth Century. 

nation at large remained of course English as before j \i illiam 
himself had tried to learn it that he might administer justice 
to h's subjects; and for a century after the Conquest only a 
few new words crept in from the language of the conquerors. 
Even English literature, banished as it was from the court of 
the stranger and exposed to the fashionable rivalry of Latin 
scholars, survived not only in religious works, in poetic para
phrases of gospels and psalms, but in the great monument of 
our prose, the English Chronicle. It was not till the miserable 
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reign of Stephen that the Chronicle died out in the Abbey of 
Peterborough. . But the" ayings of JElfred," which embodied 
the ideal of an English king and gathered a legendary worship 
round the great name of the Engli h past, show a native 
literature going on through the reign of Henry the Second. The 
appearance of a great work of Engli h ver e coincides in point of 
time with the loss of ormandy, and the return of John to his 
i land realm. " There was a priest in the land whose name was 
Layamon i he was son of Leovenath: may the Lord be 
gracious to him! He dwelt at Earnley, a' noble church on the 
bank of evern (good it seemed to him! ) near Radstone, 
where he read books. It came in mirft:! to him and in his chiefest 
thought that he would tell the noble deeds 'Of England, what the 
men were named, and whence they came, who first had English 
land." Journeying far and wide over th land, the priest of 
Earnley found Ba!da and Wace, the books too of . Albin and S. 
Austin. "L;tyamon laid down these books and turned the leaves i 
he beheld them lovingly: may the Lord be gracious to him! Pen 
he took with fingers and wrote a book-skin, and the true words et 
together, and compres ed the three books into one." Layamon's 
church is now rei y, near Bewdley, in Worcestershire. Hi poem 
wa in fact an expan ion of Wacp.'s "Brut," with insertions from 
Ba!da. Historically it is worthless, but a a monument of our lan
guage it is beyond all price. fter Norman and ngevin Engli h re
mained unchanged. In more than thirty thou and lines not more 
than fifty orman words are to b found. Even the old poetic 
tradition remains the same i the alliterative metre of the earlier 
verse is nly slightly affect d by riming terminations, the similes 
are the few natural simile of a!dmon, the battles are painted 
with the same rough, simple joy. It is by no mere accident that 
thr English tongue thus vakes again int written life on the eve of 
the gr~at truggle between the nation and its King. The 
artificial forms imposed by the Conquest were falling away from 
the people as from its literature, and a new England, quickened by 
the eltic vivacity of d Map and the orman daring of Gerald, 
stood forth to its conflict with John. 
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CHAP. III THE GREAT CHARTER. 

Section n.- John, 1204- 12I5 

[AlttllOritics.-OU1· chief sources of information are the Chronicle embodied 
in the" Memoriale" of Walter of Coventry; and the" Chronicle of Roger of 
Wendover," tbe first of the puhlished annalists of S. Alban's, whose work was 
suhsequently revised and continued in a more patriotic tone by another monk 
of the same abbey, Matthew Pa~is. The Annal s of Waverley, Dunstable, and 
Burton are important for the period. The great series of the Royal Rolls begin 
now to be of the highest value. The French authorities as before. For Langton, 
see Hook's biography in the" Lives of the Archbishops:" The best modern 
account of this reign is in Mr. Pearson's" History of England," vol. ii.) 
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" Foul as it is, hell itself is defiled. by the fouler presence of John 

John." The terrible verdict of ' the King's contemporaries has 
passed into the sober judgement of histOlY. Externally John 
possessed all the quickness the vivacity, the cleverness, the good
humour, the social charm which distinguished his house. His 
worst enemies owned that he toiled steadily and closely at the 
work of administration. He was fond of learned men like' Gerald 
of Wales. He had a strange gift of attracting friends and of 
winning the love of women. But in his inner soul John was the 
worst outcome of the Angevins. He united into one mass of 
wick dness their in olenc!::, their selfishness, their unbridled lust, 
their cruelty and tyranny, their shamel ssness, their superstition, 
their cynical indifference to honour or truth. In m!::re boyhood ho 
had torn with brutal levity the beards of the Irish chieftains' ho 
carne t own him a their lord. His ingrati!Jlde and perfidy had 
brought down his father with sorrow to the grave. To his brother 
he had been the worst of traitors. All Christendom believed him 
to be the murderer of hi nephew Arthur of' Britanny. He 
abandoned onc wife and was faithless to another. His punishments 
were refinement!> of cruel -the starvation of children, the crush-
ing ld men under copes of lead. His court was a brothel where 
no woman \Va. safe from the royal lust, and where his cynicism 
loved to publish the news of his victims' shame. He was as craven 
in his superstition a. he was daring in his impiety. He scoffed at 
prieMs and turned hi~ back on the rna even amidst the solemni-
t ies of his coronation, but h never stirred on a journey without 
hanging relics round his n k. But with the supreme wickedness 
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of his race . he inherited its profound ability. His plan for the 
relief of Chateau-Gaillard, the rapid march by whiel) h sh!lttered 
Arthur's hopes at Mirebeau, howed an inborn genius for W<J4. In 
the rapidity and breadth of hi political combination . 1e far 
surpassed the state men of his time. Throughout his reign we !>ee 
him quick to di cern the difficulties of his po ition, and inexhau ti
ble in the re.ources with which he met them, The overthrow of 
his continental power only purred him to the formation of a great 
league which all but brought Philip to the ground; and the sudden 
revolt of all England was parried by a shamelQss a\1iance with the 
Papacy, The closer tudy of John's history clears away the 
charges of sloth and incaPr,city with which men tried to explain 
the greatness of hi fall. The awful Ie on of his life rests on the 
fact that it was no weak and indolent voluptuary, but the ablest 
and mo t ruthle s of the ngevins who 10 t -ormandy, became 
the vassal of the Pope, and peri hed in a struggle of despa'r 
against English freedom. 

The whole energie, of the King were bent on the reco ery 
of his 10 t dominions on the Continent. He impatiently collected 
money and men for the support of the adherents of the House 
of Anjou who were still struggling against the arms of France 
io Poitou and Guienne, and had 'a sembled an army at Portsmouth 
in the summer of 1205, when his project was suddenly thwarted 
by the re olute opposition of the Primate aod the Earl of Pem
broke, William Marshal. So completely had both the baronage 
and the Church been humbled by his father, that the attitude of 
their representatives indicated the new spirit of nati nal freedom 
which was rising around the King. John at once braced himself 
to a struggle with it. The death of Hubert Walter, a few weeks 
after his protest, enabled him, as it eemed, t neutralize the 
JIJPosition of the Church by placing a creature of his own at its 
head, John de Grey, Bishop of orwich, 'va..:; 'elected by the 
monks of Canterbury at his bidding and enthroned as Primate, 
In a previous though informal gathering, however, the convent 
had already chosen its sub-prior, Reginald, as Archbishop, and the 
rival claimants hastened to appeal to Rome; but the result of 
their apr-eal wa a startling one both for themselves and for the 
King. Innocent the Third, who now oceul ied the Papal throne, 
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had pushed its claims of supremacy over Christendom further than 
any of his predecessors: after a careful examination he quashed both 
the cont~sted elections. The decision was probably a just one; 
but Innocent did not stop there; whether from love of power, or, 
as may fairly be suppo ed, in despair of a free election within 
English bounds, he commanded the monks who appeared before 
him to elect in his presence Stephen Langton to the archiepiscopal 
see. Personally a better choice could not have been made, for 

tephen was a man who by sheer weight of learning and holiness 
of life had risen to the dignity of Cardinal, and whose after ' career 
placed him in the front rank of English patriots. But in itself 
the tep was an usurpation of the rights both of the Church and 
of the rown. The King at once met it with resistance, and 
replied to the Papal threats of interdict if Langton were any 
longer excluded from his see, by a counter threat that the interdict 
should be followed by the banishment of the clergy and the 
mutilation of every Italian he could eize in th realm. Innocent, 
however was not a man to draw back from his purpose, and the 
interdict fell at last upon the land. All worship save that of 
a few privileged orders, all admini tration of the acraments save 
that of private baptism, cea ed over the length and breadth of 
the country: the church-bell were silent, the dead lay unburied 
on the ground. The King replied by confi catinO' the lands of the 
clergy who observed the interdict, by subjecting them in spite of 
their privileges to the royal court, and often by leaving outrages 
on them unpuni hed. "Let him go" said John, wh n a Welshman 
was brought before him for the murder of a prie. t, "he has killed 
my enemy!" A year pa sed before the Pope proceeded to the 
further . ntcnce of excommunication. John was now formally cut 
off from the pale of the burch ' but the new sentence was met 
with the same defiance a the old. Five of the bishops fled over 
sea, and ~ cret disaffection was spreading , idely, but ther was 
no public . voidance of the excommunicated King. An Arch
deacon of orwich who withdr \ from his service was crushed 
to Jeath under a cope of lead, and the hint \Va. uffici nt to prevent 
either prelate or noble from following hi xample. Though the 
King stood alone, with noble. estrang d from him and the hurch 
against him, his strength seemed utterly unbrokl!n. From the first 
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moment of his rule John had defied l1e baronage. The pr mise 
to sati fy their demand for redress of wr ngs in the pit t reign, a 
promi e made at hi~ election, remained unfulfilled ; when the 
demand wa repeated he answered it by eizing their castles and 
~king their children a hostages for their loyalty. The cost of 
his fruitles threat of war had been met by heavy and repeated 
taxation. The quarrel with the Church and fear of t eir revolt 
only deepened hi oppre. ion of the nobles. He drove e Brao e, 
one of the most powerful of the Lord March rs, to die in exile, 
while hi ,ife and grandchildren were bel" ved to have been 
starved to death in the royal pri ons. On the nobles who till 
clung panic- tricken to t0e court f the excommunicate king 
John heaped outrages wor 'e than death. Illegal exactions, the 
seizure of their castle', the preference sh wn to foreigner, were 
small provocations compared with his attacks on the honour of 
their wives and daughters. But the baronage still submitted; and 
the King' vigour was seen by the rapidity with which he crushed 
a ri ing of the nobles in Ireland, and foiled an outbreak of the 
WeI h. Hated as he wa the land remained sti ll. nly one 
weap n now remained in Innocent' hands. An excommunicate 
king had ceased to be a Chri tian, or to have claims on the 
obedience of Christian subjects. As . piritual heads of hrist
end om, the Popes had ere now asserted their right to remov s\lch 
a ruler from his throne and to give it to a worthier than he . and 
this right Innocent at last felt himself driven to exerci e. II 
issued a bull of deposition against John, proclaimed a crusade 
again t him, and committed the execution of his sentence t 
Philip of France. John met it with · the same scorn as before. 
Hi insolent disdain suffered the Roman legate, ardinal Pandulf, 
to proclaim his depo ition to his face at otlhampton. An 
enormous army gathered at his call n Barham Down; and the 
English fleet di. pelled all dang r of invacion by crossing th 
Channel, by capturing a number of French ships, and by burning 
Dieppe. 

But it was not in England only that the King show d hill 
strength and activity. Vile as he was, J hn possessed in a high 
degree the political ability of his race, and in Ule diplomatic effortl\ 
with which h met the danger from Fran e he showed himself hi" 
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father's qual. The barons of Poitou were roused to attack Philip 

from the outh. John bought the aid of the ount of F landers on 

his northern border. The German King, Otto, pledged himself 
to bring the knighthood of Germany to support an invasion of 
France. But at the moment of his uccess in diplomacy John 
suddenly gave way. It was in fact the revelation of a danger at 
home which shook h im from his attitude of contemptuous defiance. 
The bull of deposition gave fresh energy to e'very enemy. The 

cotch King was in corre pondence with Innocent. The Welsh 
Prince who had just been forced 
to submission broke out again in 
war. John hanged their hostages, 
and called his host to muster for 
a fresh inr ad into Wales, but the 
army met only to become a fresh 
source of danger. Powerle to 
resist openl , the baronage had 
plunged almost to a man into 
secret conspiracies' many pro
mi cd aid to Philip on his land
ing. John, in the midst of hidden 
enemie, wa only saved by the 
haste with which he di banded 
his army and took refuge in 
Nottingham a tIe. Hi daring 
self-confid nee, the skill of his 
diplomacy, could no longer hide 
from him the utter loneline of 
hi P sition. t war with Rome, 

• 
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with France; with c tland, Ireland and "Val . , at war with 
th Church, he aw him If di armed by this sudden revelation 
of treason in the one force left at hi di po aJ. With char
acteristic suddenne ' h ga\'e way. lIe ndeavoured by remi -
sion of fin s to win back his people. JIe negotiated ag rly 
with the ])opc, con. ented to receive th Archbishop, and promised 
to repay the money he had xt rtcd from the hurch. The 
shamele s ingenuity of the King' t mp r was sc 11 in his immedi
ate re olve to make Rome hi ally, to turn it spiritual thunder 
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again t his foes, to use it in brp.aking up the confederacy it had 
formed against him. His quick versatile temper aw the momen
tary gain to be won. On the l~ h of May 1213 he knelt before 
the legate Pandulf, urrendered his kingdom to the oman ee, 
took it back again as a tributary vas ai, swore fealty, and did liege 
homage to the Pope. 

The In after times men believed that England thrilled ab the news 
Battle of 
Bouvines with a en e of national hame such a she had never felt before. 

" He has become the Pope's man," the whole country was said to 
have murmured; , he has forfeited the ver~ name of King ; from 
a free man he has degraded him elf into a s rf." But we ee 
little trace of such a feehng in the contemporary accounts of the 

KING OF FRANCE UNHORSED AT BOUVI. · ES. 
Drawn by Matthew Paris. 

/lIS. C.C.C. Camb . .rv.: 

time. As a political mea ure indeed the success of John's sub
mission wa comple e. The French army at once broke up in 
impotent rage, and when Philip turned against the enemy whom 
John had raised up for him in Flander , five hundred English 
ships under the Earl of Salisbury fell up n the fleet which accom
panied his army along the coast and utterly de t~yed it The 
league which John had so long matured at la t dihc10sed it!>elf. 
The King himself landed in Poit()u, rallied its nobles round him, 
cro sed the Loire in triumph, and won back Angers, the home 
of bis race. At the same time Otto, reinforcing his German army 
by the knighthood of Flanders and Boulogne as well as by a body 
of English troops, threatened France from the north. For the 
moment Philip seemed 10 t, and yet on the fortunes of Philip hung 
the fortunes of English freedom. But in this crisis of her fate 
France was tru_ to herself and her King; the townsmen marched . 
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from every borough to Philip's rescue, priests led their flocks to 
battle with the Church banners flying at their head. The two 
armies met near the bridge of Bouvines, between Lille and 
Tournay, and from the first the day went against the allies. The 
Flemish were the first to fly i then the Germans in the centre were 
overwhelmed by the numbers of the French; last of all the 
English on the right were broken by a fierce onset of the Bishop of 
Beauvais, who charged mace in hand and struc1- the Earl of 
Salisbury to the ground. The news of this complete overthrow 
reached John in the midst of his triumphs in the South, and 
cattered his hopes to the winds. He was at once de rted by the 

Poitevin nobles, and a ha ty retreilt aloge en~bled him to return, 
baffled and humiliated, to his island kingdom. 

It is to the victory of Bouvines that England owes her Great 
Charter. From the hour of his submission to the Papacy, 
John's vengeance on the 
barons had only been 
delayed till he should 
return a conqueror from 
the fields of France. A 
sense of their danger 
nerved the baronage to 
resistance i they refu ed 
to follow the King on his 
foreign campaign till the 
excommunication were 
removed, and when it was 
removed they till refused, 
on the plea that they were 
not bound to serve in wars 
without the realm. Furi
ous as he was at this 
new attitude of resistance, 
the time had not yet come 
for vengeance, and John 
sailed for Poitou with 
the dream of a great 
victory which should lay 
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Philip and the barons alike at his feet. He returned from his 
defeat to find the noble no longc:r banded together in secret 
conspiracies, but openly united in a definite claim of Jiberty 
and law. The leader in thi great change was the neW Arch
bi hop whom Innocent had set on ' the throne of Canterbury. 
From the moment of his landing in England, tephen Langton 
had a umed the con titutional position of the Primate a 
champion of the old Engli h cu toms and ia\ again t the per-
onal de potism of the Kings. As n elm had withstood .illiam 

the Red, a Theobald had re cued England from the 'lawle s
ness of tephen, 0 Langton prepared to ,\tithstand and re cue 
his country from the tyranny of John. He had already forced 
him to swear to ob erve e the laws of the Confessor a phrase 
in which the whole of the national libertie were summed up. 
When the baronage refu d to ail to Poi tOll, he compelled the 
King to deal with them not by arms ut by proce s of Jaw. 
Far however from being satisfied with resistance such as this 0 

isolated act of tyranny, it was the Archbishop' aim to restore on 
a formal basi the older freedom of the realm . The pI dges of 
Henry the Fir t had long been forgotten when the Ju tiri:H, 

Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, brought them to light at a ouncil held at 
Alban. There in the King's name the Ju ticiar promi. ed good 
government for the time to come, and forbade all royal officers to 
practise extortion as they prized life and limb. The King'. pace 
was pledged to those who had opp sed him in the pa t; and ob
servance of the laws of Henry the First was enjoined upon II within 
the realm. Langton saw the va t imp ance of such a precedent. 
In a fre h meeting of the barons at . Paul' he produced the 
Charter of Henry the First, and it was at once welc med as a base 
for the needed reforms. All hope however hung on the fortune of 
the French campaign; the victory at Bouvine gave trength to 
J 0hn' opponents, and after the King's bnding the harons secretly 
met at . Edmund bury, and swore to demand from him, if need
ful by force of arms, the restoration of their lib rties by Charter 
under the King's seal. Early in January in the year J 2 I 5 they 
pre ented themselves in arms before the King, and preferred their 
claim. The few months that followed showed John the u elessnes 
of resistance; nobles and Churchmen were alike array d against 



1lI THE GREAT CHARTER 

him, and the com,mis ioners whom he ent to plead his cause at the 
shire-courts brought back the . news that no man would help him 
against the hartc;;r. 'At Easter the barons again gathered in 
arms at Brackley, and renewed their claim. . " Why do they not 
ask for my kingdom?" cried John in a bU1'st .of passion; but 
the whole country ro e as on man at his refusal. London threw 
pen her gates to the forces of the barons, now organised under 

Robert Fitz-Walter as "Marshal of the Army of God and Holy 

SEAL ROBERT FITZ·WALl'&ll. 
Briti,,. jlu,,_. 

hurch." The e 'ample of the capital wa ' followed by Exeter and 
Lincoln; promis of aid came from cotland and \ ales; the 
northern baron marched h..lstily t join their comrade in London. 
,!here wa a moment when John found him elf with :even knights 
at hi back and b [. r him a nation in arms. He had summoned 
mercenaries and appealed to hi liege lord, the P pe: but ummons 
and appeals w re like too late. ursing wrath in his heart the 
tyrant bowed to necessity, and called the barons to a conference 
at Runnymede. 
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Section ilL- The Great Charter, 1215- 1217 

[AlllllOn·ties.- The text of the Charter is given by Dr. Stubbs, with valuable 
comments, in his" Select Charte·rs." Mr. Pearson gives a useful analysis of it.) 

) 

n island in the Thame between taines and Windsor had 
been cho en as the place of conference: the king enc mped on 
one bank, while the barons covered the marshy fiat, till known by 
the name of Runnymede, on the other. Their delegate met in 
the i land between them, but the negotiations were a mere cloak 
to cover J olm's purpose of unconditional submi sion. The Great . 

• harter wa di cu sed, agreed to, and igned in a single day. 
One copy of it still remains in the British Museum, injured by 

age and fire, but with the royal eal still hanging from the b\'own, 
shrivelled parchment. It is impossible 'to gaze without reVl!rence 
on the earlie t monument of Engli h freedom which ,we can see 
with our own eyes and touch with our own hands, the great Charter 
to which from age to age patriots have looked back a' the basis of 
Engli h liberty. But in itsel f the Charter was no novelty, nor did 
it claim to e tablish any new con titutional principles. The 
Charter of Henry the First formed the basis of the whole, and the 
additions to it are for the most part formal 'recognition of the 
judicial and administrative changes introduced by Henry the 
Second. But the vague expre sions of the older charter were now 
exchanged for preci e and elaborate provisions. The bond of 
unwritten custom which the older grant did little more than 
recognize had proved too weak to hold the Angevins; and the 

. baronage now threw them aside for the re traints of written law. 
It is in this way that the Great Charter marks the transition from 
the age of traditional rights, preserved in the nation's memory and 
officially declared by the Primate, to the age of written legislation, 
of arliaments and Statutes, which was soon to come. The Church 
had shown its power of self-defence in the struggle over the inter
dict, and the clause which recognized its rights alone retained the 
older and general form. But all vagueness ceases when the Charter 
passes on to deal with the rights of Englishmen at large, their 
right to justice, to security of person and property, to good 
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government "No freeman," rail the memorable article that lies at 
the base of our whole judicial system,'c IJ'l1l be seized or imprisoned, 
or dispossessed, or outlaw d, or in any way brought to r'uin: we will 
not go against any man nor send against him, save by legal 
judgement of his peers or by the law of the land." "To no man 
will we sell," runs another, "or deny, or delay, right or ju tice." 
The great reforms of the past r igns were now formally recognized; 
judges of assize were to hold their circuits four times in the year, 
and the King's Court was no longer to follow the King in his 
wanderings over the realm, but to sit in a Ox d place. But the 
denial of justice under John was a small danger compared with the 
lawless exactions both of ~himself and his predecessor. Richard 
had increa d the amount of the scutage which Henry the Second 
had introduced, and applied it to rai e funds for his ransom. He 
had re tored the Danegeld, or la'nd-tax, so often abolished, under 
the new name of" carucage," had seized the wool of the Cistercian 
and the plate of the churches, and rated moveabl s as well as lanu. 
John had again raised the rate of scutage, and. imposed aids, fines, 
and ransoms at his pleasure without coun el of the baronage, 
The Great Charter met this abuse by the provision on which uur 
constitutional system rests. With the exception of the three 
cu tomary feudal aids which still remained to the Crown, "no 
scutage or aid shall be imposed in our realm save by the common 
council of the realm;" and to this Great Council it was provided 
that prelates and the greater barons should be summoned by 
special writ, and all tenants in chief through the ' sheriffs and 
bailiffs, at least forty days before. The provision defined what had 
probably been the common usage of the realm; but the definition 
turned it into a national right, a right so momentous that M it 
rests our whole Parliamentary life. 

The rights which the barons claimed for themselves they 
claimed for the nation at large. The boon of free and un bought 
justice was a boon for all, but a special provision protected the poor. 
The forfeiture of the fr eman on conviction of felony was never to 
include his tenement, or that of the merchant his wares, or that of 
the countryman his wain. The means of actual livelihood were to 
be left even to the worst The under-tenants or farmers were 
protected against aU lawless exactions of their lords in precisely 



III THE GREAT CHARTER 

the same terms as these were protected against the lawless ex
actions of the Crown. The towns were secured in the enjoyment 
of their municipal privileges, their freedom from arbitrary taxation, 
their rights of justice, 'of cpmmon deliberation, of regulation of 
trade. "Let the city /)f London have all its old liberties and its 
fre customs, as well by land a~ by 
water. Besides this, we will and 
grant that all other cities, and 
borough, and towns, and ports, 
have all their liberties and free 
customs." The influence of the 
trading class is seen in two other 
enactments, by which freedom of 
journeying and trade was secured 
to foreign merchants, and an uni
formity of weights and measures 
was rdered to be enforced through
out the realm. There remained 
only one question, .and that the 
mo t difficult of all; the question 
how to ecul thi ord r which the 
Charter had e tablished in the 
actual government of the realm. 
The immediate abu e were easily 
swept away, the hostage restored ' 
to their homes, the foreigners ban
ished fr m the country. But it 
wa Ie s ea'y to provide means 
for the control of a 1 ing whom 
110 man could trust, and a c un 
ci l of twenty-five baron w re 
cho en from the general body of 
their order to enforce on John the . 

EFFIGY OF JOHN, ON HIS TOMB 
IN \I'vRCESTER CATHEDRAL. 

ob rvance of the harter, with the right of declaring war on the 
King hould its p 0 is ions b infringed. Finally, the Charter 
was published through ut the whole country, and sworn to at 
every hundred-mote and town-mote, by order from the King. 

"They have give me five-and-twenty over-kings," cried John 
){ z 
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in a burst of fury, flinging himself on the /l001' and gnawing sticks 
and traw in his impotent rage. But the rage soon pas ed into the 
subtle policy of which he wa a master. 'ome day after he left 
Wind or, and lingered for months along the outhern hore, wait
ing for news of the aid he had solicited from Rome nd from the 

ontinent. It wa ' not without definite purpo e that he had 
become the va sal of Rome. 'While Innocent was dreaming of a 
va t hri tian Empire with the Pope at it head to enforce justice 
and religion on hi under-king,] ohn believed that the Papal 
protection would enable him to rule a ty~annically as he would. 
The thunders of the Papacy were to be ever at hand for his 
protection, as the armies Q)f England are at hand to protect the 
vileness and oppres ion of a Turkish ultan or a Nizam of 
Hyderabad. His envoys were already at Rome, and In ocent, 
indignant that a matter which might have bc.en brought before his 
court of appeal as overlord hould have been dealt with by armed 
revolt, annulled the Great Charter and suspended Stephen Langton 
from the exercise of his office as Primate. Autumn brought a 
ho t of foreign soldiers from over a to the Ying's standard, and 
advancing again t the di organised force of the baron, John 
starved Rochester into ubmission and marched ravaging through· 
the midland counties to the orth, while his mercenaries spread 
like locu ts over the whole face of the land. From Berwick the 
King turned back triumphant to coop up his enemies in London, 
while fresh Papal excommunications fell on the baron and the 
city. But the burghers set Innocent at defiance. "Th ordering of 
secular matters appertaineth not to the Pope," they said, in words 
that seem like mutterings of the coming Lollardry; and at the 
advice of imon Langton, the Archbishop's brother, bell- 'wung 
out and rna s was celebrated as before. With the undi ciplined 
militia of the country and the tuwns, however, succe s wa ' impos-

i1:>le against the trained force of the King, and de. pair drove 
the barons to seek aid from France. Philip had long been waiting 
the opportunity for his revenge upon John, and his son Lewis at 
once accepted the crown in pite of Innocent's excommunications, 
and landed in K nt with a considerable force. As the barons 
had foreseen, the French mercellaries who constituted John's host 
refused to fight against the French sovereign. The whole aspect 



111 THE GREAT CHARTER 

of affairs was suddenly reversed. Deserted by the bulk of his 

WILLIAM MARSHAL, l' M illS TOMR 
IN Til • n:M'I'LE CHURCH, LON no . 

were as ret declared to be 

troops, the King was forced to 
fall rapidly back on the Welsh 
Marches, while his rival entered 
London, and received the sub
mission of the larger part of 
England. Only Dover held out 
obstinately against Lewis. By 
a series of rapid marches John 
succeeded in distracting the plans 
of the barons and in relieving 
Lincqjn ; then after a short stay 
at Lynn 11e crossed the Wash in 
a fresh movement to the north. 
In crossing, however, his army 
w s surprised by the tide, and 
his baggage with the royal 
trea ures ' washed away. 

The fever which seized the 
baffled tyrant in the abbey of 
Swine head was' inflamed by a 
gluttonous debauch, and John 
entered ewark only to die. His 
death changed the whole face of 
affair, for hi son Henry was but 
a child of nine years old, and 
the royal authority passed into 
the hands of one who stands 
high among English patriots, 
William Marshal. The boy-king 
wa hardly crowned when the 
Earl and the Papal Legate is ued 
in hi name the very Charter 
against which his father had 
died fighting; only the clauses 
which regulated taxation and 
the surnmoning of Parliament 
usp nded. The nobles soon 
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streamed away from the Ftench camp; for national jealousy and 
suspicions of treason told heavily against Lewis, while the pity 
which was excited by the youth and helpJessnes. of Henry was 
aided by a sense of injustice in burthenit1g the c ild with the 
iniquity of his father. One bold stroke of Willi m Marshal 
decided the struggle. A joint army of French and English barons 
under the Count of Perche and Robert Fitz-Walter was besieging 
Lincoln, when the Earl, rapidly gathering force from the royal 
castles, marched to its relief. Cooped up in the steep narrow 
treets, and attacked at once by the Earl and the garrison, the 

barons.fled in hopeless rout; the Count o(Perche fell on the field j 

Robert Fitz-Walter was t¥en prisoner. Lewis, "ho wa. tnve. ting 
Dover, retreated to London, and called for aid from F rance. But 
a more terrible defeat cru hed his remaining hopes. A small 
English fleet, which had set sail from Dover under Hubert de 
Burgh, fell boldly on the reinforcements which were crossing under 
the escort of Eustace the Monk, a well-known freebooter of the 
Channel. The fight admirably illustrates the naval warfare of 
the ti!Yle. From the deck of the English vessel bowmen poured 
their arrows into the crowded transports, others hurled quicklime 
into their enemies' faces, while the more active vessels crashed with , 
their armed prows into the sides of the French ships. The skill of 
the mariners of the inque Ports decided the day again t the 
larger forces of their opponents, and the fleet of Eu tace was 
utterly destroyed. The royal army at once closed in upon London, 
but resistance was rcallyat an end. By the treaty of Lambeth 
Lewis promi ed to withdraw from England on payment of a sum 
which he claimed as debt; his ad~erents were restored to their 
possessions, the liberties of London and other town con
firmed, and the prisoners on either side set at liberty. The 
expulsion of the stranger left EngJi h statesmen free to take up 
again the work of reform; and a fresh i sue (If the harter, though 
in its modified form, pI' claimed clearly th temper and policy of 
the arl Marshal. 
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Section IV. - The Universities 

[AulllOyities.- For the Universities we ha.ve the collection of materials edited 
by Mr. Anstey under the name of" Munimenta Academica." I have borrowed 
much from two pa.per~ of my own in "Macmillan's Magazine," on "The Early 
History of Oxford." For Bacon, see his" Opera Inedita," in the Rolls Serirs, 
with Mr. Brewer's admirable introduction, and Dr. WheweU's estimate of him 
in his" History of the Inductive Sciences.'1 

From the turmoil of civil politics we turn to the more silent 
but hardly less important revolution from which we may date our · 
national education. It is in the reign of Henry the T hird. that the 
English universities ~gin to exercise a definite influence on the 

• intellectual life of Englishmen. ' Of the early history of Cambridge 
we know little or nothing, but enough remains to enable us to trace 
the early step by which Oxford attained to its intellectual 
eminence. The e tablishment of the great schools which bore .the 
name of Universities was everywhere throug out Europe a special 
mark of the new impul e that Christendom had gained from the 
Cru ad s. A new fervour of study sprang up in the \ e t from it 
contact with the more cultured East. Travellers like Adelard of 
Bath brought back the first rudiments of physical and mathemati
cal science from the schools of Cordova or Bagdad. In the twelfth 
century a classical revival restored C' sar and ergil to the list of 
monastic studie , and left its stamp on the pedantic style, the 
profu e classical quotations of writers like William of Malmesbury 
or John of ali bury. The schola tic philo ophy sprang up in the 
schools of Paris. The Roman law was revived by the imperialist 
doctors of Bologna. The long mental inactivity of feudal Europe 
broke up like ice before a summer's un. \Vandering teachers 
such as Lanfranc or n. elm cros cd sea and land to prcad the 
new power f knowl dge. The same pirit of re tl 5 ness, of 
inquiry, of impatience with the older traclition of mankind, either 
local r intell ctual, that had hurried half hristendom to the tomb 
of i s Lord, cr wded the roads with thousands of young cholar 
hurrying to the eho en s ats where teachers were gath red togethe . 
A new power ha sprung up in the midst of a world as ) et under 
the rule of she r brute force. Poor as they were, ometimes 
even of servile race, the wandering scholar who lectu' ed in every 
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cloister were hailed as ' master." by the crowds at their feet. 
belard was a foe worthy f the menaces of councils, of the 

thunders of the Church. The teaching of a single Lombard was of 
note enough in England to draw down the prohibition of a King. 
When acari us, probably ague t in the court of rchbishop 
Theobald, where Beket and J ohn of a li bury were already busy 
with the tudy of the ivil Law, opened lecture on it at Oxford, 
he was at once silenced by tephen, who was then at w r with the 
Church, and jealous of the power which the wreck of the royal 
authority was throwing into Theobald's hands . . 

5<>t.l. of F .. ~ 
'C 'e .,.. 

At the time of the arrival of Vacarius Oxford stood in the first 
;ank among English towns. Its town church of . Marlin rose 
fl"om the midst of a huddled group of hou"es, girt in with massive 
walls, that lay along the dry upper ground of a low p ninsula 
between the streams of Cherwell and the upper Thames. The 
ground fell gently on either side, eastward and westward, to these 
rivers, while on the south a sharper descent I d d wn across 
swampy meadows t the city bridge. Around lay a wild forest 



SOUTH VIEW OF NORTH GATE OR BOCA ROO, , " ITH TOWER OF 
S. MICHAEL'S ' IlUR II, OXFORD. 

LO CHURCH OF S. MARTIN, OXFORD. 
Re .. built temp. hdward JIl.; demolished in eighteenth century. 
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country, the moors of Cowlp.y and Bullingdon fringing the course 
of Thame , the great woods of Sholover and Bagley closing 
the horizon to the south and east. Though the two uge towers 
of its orman castle marked the strategic importanc of Oxford 
as commanding the river valley along which the commerce of 

outhern England mainly flowed, its walls formed, perhaps, the 

WATCIl-TOWP.JI. N IIYTHE BRIDGE, CA'LLED .. FRIAR BACON'S SlUOY." 
Twelfth or Thirt .. nth Century. 

Slft-lt"", u Oxon;a Antil/HfI, Restallral.a." 

:east element in its miJitalY strength, for all every side but the 
north the town was guarded by the swampy meadows along 
CherweJl, or by the intricate network of streams into which the 
Thames breaks among the meadows of Osney. From the midst 
of these meadows rose a mitred abbey of Austin Canons, which, 
with the older priory of S. Frideswide, gave the town some 
ecclesiastical dignity. The residence of the Norman house of the 
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D'Oillis withi,n its castle, the frequent visits of English kings 
to a palace without its walls, the presence again and again of 
important ct)Uncils, marked its political weight within the realm. 

IfVTHE DRIDGR A D CASTLE TOWER, OXFORD. 
SIte-it"", 'IO.Jt"ont'a Antigua. RI!.~ta1lrata. " 

The settlement of one of the wealthiest among the English Jewries 
in the very heart of the town indicated, while it promoted, the 
activity f its trade. No place better illustrates the t ransformation 
of the land in the hands of its orman masters, the sudden 

fTO IE FOR CONVERTED J .W5, OR DOMUS CONYER ORU I, OXFORD. 
Founded J2.)S; de:Ololi~hed 1150. 

Ske/lo1l, uOx""i~ AlltiV"4 RutaN",!a." 

outburst of indu.trial /Tort the sudden expansion of commerce 
and accumulation f wealth which followed the Conquest. T.() 
the west of th to vn I se on of the stateliest of English castles, 
and in the meadows beneath the hardly less stately abbey of 
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Sac. IV Osney. In the field to the north the last of the Norma.n kings 
'fHK raised his palace of Beaumont. The canon. (If S. Fricleswide 

UWIVEM.· 

SITJES reared the church which still exists as the dioces(j.n cathedral, 
while the piety of the orman Castellans rebuilt almost all the 
parish churches of the city, and founded within their new castle 
walls the church of the Canons of . George. We know nothing 
of the causes which drew students aild teachers within the walls 

Fro", an tlfrravlnr h.JI IV. lI.llar. 

of Oxford. It is possible that here as elsewhere a new teacher 
had quickened older educational foundations, and that the cloi tors 
of Osney and S. Frideswide already possessed schools which burst 
'nto a larger life under the impul e of Vacarius. As yet, however, 
the fortunes of the University were obscured by the glories of 
Paris. English scholars gathered in thousands round the chairs 
of William of Champeaux or Abelard. The English took their 
place as one of the " nation " of the French University. John 
of Salisbury became famous as one of the Parisian teachers. 
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Beket wandered to Paris from his school at Merton. But through 
the peaceful reign of Henry the Second Oxford was quietly 
increasing in . numbers and repute. Forty years after the visit of 
Vacarius its educational position was fully established. When 
Gerald of Wales rean his amusing Topography of Ireland to its 

s. FRJD£SWII;II,'S PRIORY CHURCH (NOW THE CA'I' UEORAL), OX~'ORO. 
iI/traNt, if 4'ft1Hon"a1s "f OIford. to 

students, the most 1 am nd fam u of the English clergy were, 
he tell us, to be found within its walls. At the op ning of the 
thirteenth ccntur x f< rd was without a rival in its own country, 
while in Eur I an e 1cbl"ity it took rank with the greate t schools 
of the \Vestern world. But to realize thi Oxford of the past we 
must di. mi s from our mind all recoIl ctions of the Oxford of the 
present. In the out r aspect of the new University there was 
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nothing of the pomp that overawes the fre hman as he fir t paces 
the I High,' or look ' down from th gallery of . Mary's. In the 
stead of long fronts of venerable l.'Ollcge , of stately valks beneath 
immemorial elm , history plunges us into the mean and filthy lanes 
of a medireval town. Thousands of boy, huddled in bare lodging
house, clustering round teachers as poor a them elves in church 
porch and house porch, drinking, quarrelling, dicing, begging at the 

Sl!.AJ. OF OXFORO UNIVE'RSITV, c. ' 300. 
/Jlrmm, If JJltJltlJriais 11/ O.A/i1n1. " 

corners of the streets, take the place of th brightly-colour d train 
or doctors and Heads. Mayor and Chancellor lrugglcd in'va in to 
enforce order or peace on this seething mass of turbulent life. 

The retainer who followed their young lords to the Univer ity 
fought out the feuds of th ir houses in the streets. cholar from 
Kent and scholars from cotland waged the bitter struggle of 
North and South. At nightfall roy terer and reveller roamed 
with torches through the narrow lane, defying bailiffs, and 
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cutting down .burghers at their doors. Now a mob of clerks 
plunged into the Jewry, and wiped off the memory of bills 
and bonds by sacking a Hebrew house or two. Now a tavern 
row between scholar and townsman widened into a general broil, 
and the academical bell of S. Mary's vied with the town bell 
of . Martin's in clanging tv arms. Every phase of ecclesiastical 
controversy or political strife was preluded by some fierce 

SUL OF OXFORD CITY. 
'lfJf'"4l11, u .'fINlon·als o/O.r/Drri." 

outbreak in thi turbulen. sll r ing mob. When England growled 
at the exaction ' of the Papa y, the stud nt be 'ieged a legate 
in the abbot' house at 0 ney. A murderous town and gown 
row PJeccded th opening of the Barons' V ar. " hen Oxford 
draws knife," ran the old rime, "England' soon at stri fe. " 
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But the turbulence and tir was a stir and turbulence of life. Edmund 
Rich 

A keen thirst for knowledge, a passIOnate poetry of devotion, 
gathered thousand ' round the poor st scholar, and welcomed 
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the barefoot friar. Edmund Rich- Archbishop of Canterbury 
and saint in later days-came tl) U¥ford, a boy of twelve years 
old, from the little lane at Ahingdon that still be firs hi' name. 
He found his sClOol in an inn that belonged t the abbey of 

HOSPITAL A1' OXj,-oRD BUILT llY HENRY Ill., 
1233-

Drawn by Matthew Paris. 
MS. R oy. '4 C. vii. 

Eynsham, where his [ather 
had taken refuge from the 
world. His mother was a 
pi us woman of the day, 
to poor to give her boy 
much outfit besides the 
hair shirt that he promised 
to wear cvery Wednes
day; but Edmund was no 
poorer than h' , neigh-

bours. He plunged at 
once into the nobler life 

of the place, its ardour for kl1owledge, its mystical piety. 
" Secretly," perhaps at eventide when the shadows were gathering 
in the church of S. Mary·s, . and the crowd of teacher~ and 
students had left its aisles, the boy stood before an image of 
the Virgin, and placing a ring of gold upon its finger took Mary 
for his bride. ' Years of study, broken by a fever that raged 
among the crowded, noisome streets, brought the time fi r 
completing his education at Paris; and Edmund, hand in hand 
with a broth<;:r Robert of ,his, begged his way, as poor scholars 
were wont, to the great school of Western Christendom. Here 
a damsel, heedless of his ton ure, wooed him so pertinaciously 
that Edmund consented at last to an assignation; but when he 
appeared it was in company of 'grave academical officials, who, 
as the maiden declared in the hour of penitence which followed, 
"straightway whipped the offi nding Eve out of heL" Still true 
to his Virgin bridal, Edmund, on his return from Paris, became 
the most popular of Oxford teachers. It is to him 'that Oxford 
owes her first introduction to the Logic of Aristotle. We see 
him in the little room which he hired, with th Virgin' chapel 
hard by, his grey gown reaching to his feet, a cetic in his devotion, 
falling asleep in lecture time after a sleeple ' night of prayer, 
with a grace and cheerfulness of manner which told of his French 
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training. and j1 chivalrous love of knowledge that let his pupils 
pay what they would. " Ashes to ashes, dust to dust," the young 
tutor would · say, a touch of scholarly pride perhaps mingling 
with his contempt of worldly things, as he threw down the fee 
on the dusty window-ledge, whence a thievish s~udent would 
sometimes run off with it. But even knowledge brought its 
troubles; the Old Testament, which with a copy of the Decretals 
long formed his sole library, frowned down upon a love of secular 
learning from which Edmund found it han;1 to wean himself. 
At last, in some hour of dream, the form of his dead mother 
floated into the room where the teacher stood among his mathe
matical diagrams. "What are these? " she seemed to say; and 

• seizir g Edmund s right hand, slie drew on ,the palm three circles 
interlaced, each of which bore the name of one of the Persons 
of the Christian Trinity. " Be these," she cried, as her figure 
faded away, ' thy diagrams henceforth, my son." 

The story admirably illustrates the real character of the new 
training, and the latent opposition between the spirit of the U niver-

PART Oli" FRlARV, OXFORD. 
Founded A. D. '068; demoli hed 180 •. 

S'U"I)"~ HOZ01lia An#gUI.J. R·t.staNraia." 

sitics and the spint of the Church. The feudal and eccle iastical 
order of the old medireval world were both <llike thr atened by 
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the power that had so striingely sprung ·up in.. the mid t of them. 
Feudalism rested on local isol.,tion, n the severance of kingdom 
from kingdom and barony from barqny, on th dis·tinction of 
blood and race, on the premacy of materia. Qr brute force, 
on an allegiance determined by accidents of lace and social 
po ition. The Univer. it , all the other hand, ~ras a protest 
against this isolation of man from man. The maJlest school 
was European and not local. Not merely e"er province of 
France, but e ery people of Chri tendom had ,its place among 
the ' nations " of Paris or Padua. common language, the 

BIllA I HALL AND POST lASTER'S HALL, OXF RD. 
Thirteenth and FourteeDth Ctlltun . 

Skeltltltt u Oxmtla A11tiVllll Rellaura/a:' 

Latin tongue, superseded within. academical bounds the warring 
tongues of Europe. A common intellectual kin hip ancI rivalry 
took the place of the petty strifes which part d province from 
provine or realm from rea1m. What the Church and Em
pire had both aimed at and both failed in, the knitting of 
Christian nations together into a vast commonw alth, the U ni
versities for a time actually did. Dante felt himself as little 
a tranger in the "Latin" quarter ' around Mont Ste. Genevieve 
as under the arches of Bologna. Wandering xford scholars 
carried the writings of Wyclif to the librarieil of Prague. In 
England the work of provincial fusion was less difficult or 
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important than elsewhere, but even in England work had to 
be done. The feuds of Northerner and Southerner which so 
long disturb'ed the discipline of Oxford witnessed at any rate 
to the fact that Northerner and outherner had at last been 
brought face t face in its streets. And here as elsewhere the 
pirit of national j 'olatlon ,as held in check by the larger 

comprehen iveness of the niversity. After the dissensions 
that threatened the I ro perity of Paris in the thirteenth century, 

rman and Gascon mingled with Engli hmeo ·in Oxford lecture
halls. At a lat r time the rebellion of Owen Glyndwr found 

GLOUCESTER BALL ( ·ow WORCt: TER COLLEGE), OXFORD. 
Ft1111t nil t"rr.TtJilr,. (~ LAga,,_ c. 1673-

hundr cis of \ el. hm n gathered round its teachers. nd within 
thi!l . trang ly mingl ci rna. 5, soci ty and gm'ernment re ted on 
a orely d m cratic basi . Am ng Oxford cholar the s n 
of th noble st d n pr i ely the arne ~ ting with the poore t 
mendicant \ alLh, ph)'. kal tr ngth, skill in arms, pride of 
ance ·try and bl 00, th very ground. n which feudal . iety 
rested, we t for nothing in th I ctur -room. The niversity 
was a stat ab.o:ut Iy . elf-govern d, and who. e citizen were 
admitt d by a pur Iy intcll ctual franchise. Knowledge made 
the "master." To know mor than one's ~ 1I0ws was a man's 
. ole claim to be a .. ruler" in the s h ols. and ,ithin thi 
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intellectual aristocrac all were equal. When the free common
wealth of the ' master gathered iu the aisles of ,Mary's all 
had an equal right to counsel, all bad an equal v te in the final 
deci ion, Trea ury and library were at their corrtplete disposal. 
It was their voice that named every officer, that proposed and 
sanctioned every tatute. Even the Chancellor, their head, 
who had at first been an officer of the Bi h p, became an elected 
officer of their own. 

If the democratic spirit of the Universities threatened feudalism, 
their spirit of intellectual inquiry threatened the ·hurch. To all 
outer seeming they were purely ecclesia tical bodies. The wide 

I 

BUILDINGS OF MERTO:-l COLLEGE, OXFORD, 
Early Fourteenth Century. 

SiteI/o", HOsIJltia A1C.iiqIl4 Rnlauntt"," 

extension which medireval usage gave to the word 'order /1 

gathered the whole educated world within the pale of th clergy, 
Whatever might be their age or proficiency, scholar and teachet' 
were alike clerks, free from lay responsibilities or the control of 
civil tribunal ', and amenable only to the rule of the Hi. hop and 
the sentence of his spiritual courts. This ecclesiastical character f 
the University appeared in that of its head. Th Chancellor, as 
we have seen, was at fir t no officer of the University, but of the 
eede iastical body under whose shadow it had sprung into life. 
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At Oxford l1e was simply the local officer of the Bishop of 
Lincoln, within whose immense diocese the University was then 
situated. But this id~ntification in outer form with the Church 
only rendered more consp~cuous the difference of its spirit. The 
sudden expansion of the field of education diminished the import
ance of those purely ecclesiastical and theological studies which 
had hitherto absorbed the whole intellectual energies of mankind. 
The revival of classical literature, the rediscovery as it were of an 
older and a greater world, the contact with 'a larger, freer life, 
whether in mind, in society, or in politics, introduced a spirit of 
scepticism, of doubt, of denial into the realms of unquestioning 
belief. Abelard claimed for reason t.he , supremacy over faith. 
Florentine poets discus ed with a smile the immortality of the 
soul. Even to Dante, while he censures these, Vergil i as sacred 
as Jeremial:i. The imperial ruler in whom the new culture took 
its mo t notable form, Frederick the Second, the " World's Won
der" of his time, was regarded by half Europe as no better than 
an infidel. A faint revival of phy ical science, so long crushed as 
magic by the dominant ecclesiastici m, brought Christians into 
perilous contact with the Mo lem and the Jew. The books of the 
Rabbis wt:!fe no longer a mere accur ed thing to Roger Bacon. 
The scholar of ordova wele no mere Paynim wine to Adelard 
of Bath. How slowly indeed and against what ob tacle cience 
won its way \>\e know from the witness of Roger Bacon. 
" lowly" he tells us, "has any portion of the philosophy of 
Ari 'loUe come into u e among the Latins. His Jatural Philoso
phyand hi JI;letaphysics, with the ommentaries of Averro sand 
oth r , were tran lated in my time, and interdicted at Paris up to 
the year of grace 1237 becau e of their a sertion of the eternity of 
the w rid and of time, and b cause of the book of the divinations 
by dream (which is th third book De Somnii et igilii ), and 
bccau e of m< tl}' pa age' erroneou ly tran ·Iated. E en hi Logic 
\Va.' slowly r cei ed and leclured on. For t. Edmund, the Arch
bishop of antcrbury' as the fir 't in my time ,ho read the 
Elcm nts at Oxford. And I have seen Master Hugo who first 
read the book of PO ' l rior nalytics, and I have seen his writ
ing. So th re , re but few considering the multitude of the 
Latins, who wcr of any account in the phil opby of Aristotle; 
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nay, very few indeed, and scarcely any lip to this year of grace 
1292 ." 

We shall see in a later pa~e how fiercely th hurch fought 
against thi tide of opposition, and how it won back ithe allegiance 
of the Univer ities through the begging Friars. But it vas in the 
rank of the Friars themselves that the intellectual progre s f the 
Universitie found its highest representative. The life of l{oger 
Bacon almo t covers the thirteenth century; he was the child of 
royali t parents, who had been driven into exile and reduced to 
poverty by the civil war·. From Oxfo.t:d, where he tudied under 
Edmund of bingdan, to whom he owed his in trod ction to the 
works of ATi toUe, he paSfed to the University of Pari, where his 
whole heritage wa spent in co tly studies and experiments. 
"From my youth up," he writes, " I have laboured at the sciences 
and tongues. I have sought the friendship of all men · an ong the 
Latins who had any reputation for knowledge. I have caused 
youths to be instructed in ·languages, geometry, arithmetlc, the 
construction of tables and instrument, and many needful things 
besides." The difficulties in the way of such studies as he had 
resolved to pursue were immen e. He was without in trumcnts or 
means of experiment. « Without mathematical instruments rio 
science can be mastered," he complains afterwards, "and the e 
instruments are not to be found among the Latin , nor could they 
be made for two or three hundred pounds. Besides, better tabl s 
are indispensably nece$sary, tables on !vhich the motions f the 
heavens are certified from the beginning to the end of the world 
without daily labout, but these table are worth a king's ransom, 
a~si could oot be made without <\ vast expense. I have often 
attempted the composition of such tables, but c uld not finish 
them through failure of means aod the folly of those whom I had 
to employ." Books were difficult and sometime ' even impossible 
to procure. "The philo ophical works of Aristotle, of Avicenna, 
of Seneca, of Cicero, and other ancients cannot be had without 
great cost; their principal works have not been translated into 
Latin, and copies of others are not to be found in ordinary )ibrari s 
or elsewhere. The admirable books of Cicero de Republica are 
not to be found anywhere, so far as I can hear, though I have 
made anxious inquiry for them in different parts of the world, and 
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by various mes engel's. I could never find the works of Seneca, 
though 1 made diligent search for them during twenty years and 
more. And 'so it is with many more most useful books connected 
with the science of morals." It is only w~rds like these of his 
own that bring home to us the keen thirst for knowledge, the 
patience, the energy of Roger Bacon. He returned as .a teacher 
to Oxford, and a touching record of his devotion to those whom 
he taught remains in the story of John of London, a boy of fifteen, 
who e ability raised him above the general level of his pupils. 
" When he came to me as a poor boy/' says Bacon, in recommend
ing him to the Pope, " I caused him to be nurtured and instructed 
for the love of God, esper.ially since for. aptitude and innocence I 
have never found so towardly a youth. Five or six year ago I 
caused him to be taught in languages, mathematics, and optics, 
and I have gratuitously instructed him with my own lips since the 
time that I received your mandate. There is no one at Paris who 
know~ so much of the root of philo ophy, though he has not pro
duced the branches, flowers, and fruit becal!se of his youth, and 
becau e he has had no experience in teaching. But he ha the 
means of surpas ing all the Latins jf he live to grow old and goes 
on as he has begun.;' 

The pride with which he refers to hi system of instruction was 
justified by the wide extension which he gaVf: to scientific teaching 
in Oxford. It i. probably of himself that he speaks when he tells 
us that .( the science of optics has not hitherto been lectured on at 
llari' or elsewhere among the Latin', save twice at Oxford." It 
\\a ' a science on which he had laboured for ten years. But his 
teaching em ' to have fallen on a barren . oil. From the moment 
when th friars settled in the Universitie scholasticism ab orbed 
the whole 111 ntal energy of the student world. The temper of the 
age was against scienlific or philosophical studies. The older 
e~thusiasm for knowledge wa- dying down; the study of law was 
the one :,ource f prom tion, whether in Church or state; philo
-ophy was discredited, literature in its purer form became almost 
extinct. After i'orty years of inc s ant study, Bacon found him
self ill his OWll word ' "unheard, forgotten, buried." He seems at 
one time to have been wealthy, but his wealth wa gone. ( During 
the twenty y ars hat I have specially laboured in the attainment 
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of wi dom, abandoning the path of common men, I have pent 
on these pur 'uit more than two thou and pounds, n account 0 

the cost of books, experiment, in trument , tables, the acquisition 
of languages, and the like. Add to all this the sacri/ices I have 
made to procure the friendship of the wise, and t obtain well
instructed as i tant." Ruined and baffled in his hop s, Bacon 
Ii tened to the coun el of his friend Gro eteste and ren unced 
the world. He became a friar of the order of S. Fr ncis, an rder 
where book and tudy were looked up n as hindrances to the 
work which it had specially undertaken, t.hat of preaching among 
the rna ses of the poor. He had written hardly anything. 0 far 
was he from attempting t write, that his new uperior had pro
hibited him from publi hing anything under pain of forfeiture of 
the book and penance of bread and water. But we can ce the 
craving of hi mind, the passionate i'1stinct of creation which 
mark the man of genius, in the joy vith which he eiz d the 
trange opportunity which suddenly opened befor him. orne 

few chapters on different subject, ,ritten at the entreaty of 
friends," seem to have got abroad, and were brought by one of his 
chaplains under the notice of lement the Fourth. The Pope at 
once invited him to write. gain difficulties stood in his way.' 
Materials, transcription, and other expen es for such a work as he 
projected would cost at least £60, and the Pope had not ent a 
penny. He beggp.d help from hi fam ily, but they were ruined 
like him elf. ~ 0 one would I nd to a mendicant friar, and when 
his fri ends rai ed the money it was by pawning their goods in the 
hope of repayment from lement. Nor was this all ; the work 
itself, abstru e and scientific as was i~s ubject, had to be treated in 
a clear and popular form to gain the Papal ar. Rut diffkultie ' 
which would have cru hed another man only rou d og r Bacon 
to an almost superhuman energy. III little more than a y ar the 

ork was done. The" greater work," its If in mod rn form a 
closely printed folio, with it!> uccessiye sum marie and appendices 
in the " lesser" and the "third" work. (which make a good 
octavo more) were produced and forwarded to the Pope within 
fifteen months. 

o trace of this fiery haste remains in the book itself. The 
.. Opus Majus" is alike wonderful in plan and detail. Bacon's 
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main plan, ifl the words of Dr. Whewell, is "to urge the necessity 
of a reform in the mode of philosophizing, to set forth the reasons 
why knowledge had not made a greater progress, to draw back 
attention to sources <!If kI10wledge which had been unwisely 
neglected, to discover other sources which were yet wholly un
I·mown, and to animate men to the undertaking by a prospect of 
the vast advantages which it offered." The developement of his 
scheme i on the largest scale; he gathers together the whole 
knowledge of his time on every branch of scie-nce which it pos
sessed, and .as he passes them in review he suggests improvements 
in nearly all. His labours, both here and in his after works, in 
the field of grammar -and philology, hi perseverance in insisting 
on the neces ity of correct texts, of an a 'curate knowledge of 
languages, of an exact interpretation, are hardly less remarkable 
than his scientific investigations. But fr m grammar he passes 
to mathematics, from mathematics to experimental philosophy. 
Under the name of mathematics was included all the physical 
science of the time. "The neglect of it for nearly thirty or forty 
y ars" pleads Bacon passionately, 'hath nearly destroyed the 
entire studies of Latin Christendom. For he who knows not 
mathemati 5 cannot know any other sciences: and 'what is more, 
he cannot discover hi ' own ignorance or find its proper remedies." 
Geography, chronology, arithmetic, mu ic, alc brought into some
thing of scientific form, and the same rapid examination is clevoted 
to the question of climate, to hydrography, geography, and as
trology. The subject of optics, his own especial study, i treated 
with gr ater fulness ; he enter' into the que tion of the anatomy of 
the ye, be ides discussing the problem. which lie more strictly 
within th pr ince of optical cience. In a word, the" Greater 
~Nork,' to borrow th phrase of Dr. \Vhewell, is "at once the 
Encyc1 predia and th r ovum Organum of the thirteenth cen
tury. ' Th w 101c of the after works of I ger Bacon-and treatise 
after trcati 'e has f late b en di entombed from our librarie -are 
but devclopemenls in detail of the magnificent conception he had 
laid before CI ment. uch a work was its own great reward. 
F rom the world ar und Roger Bacon could look for and found 
small recognition. No word of acknm I dgement eems to have 
reached its author from the Pope. If we may credit a more recent 
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story, his writing' only gnined him a pris n from his order. 
"Unheard, forgotten, buried," th old mall died a he had liv 
and it ha been re erved for lat~r ag , to roll a\ 'a. U1e ob curity 
that had gathered round hi' memory, and to place first in the 
great roll of modern science the name of Roger Bacon. 

Section V.- Henry the Third, 1216- 1257 

[Autllon'tics. - The tlVO great authorities for this period are the historio
grapher of St. Ibans, Roger of' endover, whose work ends in 1235, and his 
editor and continuator J\Iatthe\~ Paris. The fir t is full but inaccurate, and with 
trong royal and eecle iastical sympathies : of the character of Matthew, 1 have 
poken at the close of the present section. The Chronicles of Dunstabl , 

Waverley, and Burton (published in Mr. Luard's "Annales Monastic, ") supply 
many detaijs. The" Royal Letters," edited b Dr. Shirley, with an admirable 
preface, are, like the Patent and lose Rolls, of the highe t value. For opposi. 
tion to Rome, see 'Grosseteste's Letters," dited by Mr. Luard.] 

The death of the Earl Marshal in 1219 left the dir cti D of 
affair in the hand - of a new legate, Pandulf, of tephen Lan{!'ton 
who had ju t returned forgiven from Rome, and of the Juslit:;(u, 
Hubert de Burgh. It wa an age of lran ition, and the temper of 
the Ju ,ticiar was eminently tran itional. Bred in the chool f 
Henry the econd, he had little sympathy with national freedom: 
his conception of good government, like that of hi master, lay in 
a wi personal administrati n, in the pre ervati n of order and law. 
But he c mbined with iliis a thoroughly English d &ire for national 
independence, a hatred of foreigner , and a r luctance to waste 
English bl and treasure in ontinental struggles. Able a he 
proved rum elf, his task was one of no common difficulty. He was 
hampered by the constant interference of Rome. A Papal legate 
re ided at the English court, and claimed a share in the admin
istration of the realm as the repre entativc of its over-lord, and as 
guardian of the young overeign. A foreign party, too, had till a 
footing in the kingdom, for William Marshal had been unabk to 
rid him elf of men like Peter des Roche or Faukes de Breautc, 
who had fought on the royal side in the struggle against Lewis. 
Hubert had to deal too with the anarchy which that struggle left 
behind it. From the time of the Conquest the centre of EDiland 
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had been covered with the domains of great nobles, whose longings 
were for feudal independence, and whose spiri t of revolt had been 
held in check; partly by the stern rule of the Kings, and partly by 
their creation of a baronage sprung from the Court and settled for 
the most part in the North. The oppression of John united both 
the older and these newer houses in the struggle for the Charter. 

CORONATION AND Ul\C!'ION O~' A KING. 
,1/S. Camc. VIIi". Lib,. Ce. iii. 59-

But th h'lratlcr f ach remained unchanged, and the cl e of 
the !;lruggl . aw th f< udal party br ak out in their ld Jawl s nes 
and d fiance of tl clown. F r a time the anarchy of tephen' 
days seem d revived. 13ut th Justiciar, a resolute to cru h it, and 
he wa back d by the !'ilr nu us ff< rt · f tephen Langton. The 
Earl of (,h ster, th head f the feudal baronag , though he ro e 
in armed rebellion, quailed before th ma~ch of Hubert and the 
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Primate's threats of excommunic-iltion. A more formidable foe 
remained in the Frenchman, fau "s de Breaulc, the sheriff of ix 
countie , with ix royal ca tie in his hands, and IIi d both with 
the rebel baron and Llewel n of \i ales. His ca tl of Bedford 
wa besieged for two months before its surrender, and th stern 
ju tice of Hubert hanged the twenty-four knight and their re
tainers who formed the garri on before its wall. The blow was 
effectual; the royal ca tie were surrendered by the baron , and 
the land was once more at peace. Freed from foreign soldiery, 
the country wa freed al 0 from the pre ~nce of the foreign legate. 
Langton wre ted a promi. e from Rome that 0 long a he lived no 
future legate should be (sent to England, and with Pandulrs 
re ignation in 1221 the direct interference of th Papacy in the 
government of the realm came to an end. But even the services 
of the Primate were small compared with hi ervice to Engli h 
freedom. Throughout his life the harter was the first object of 
hi care. The omi sion of the articles which restricted the royal 
power over taxation in the harter which was publi hed at Henry' 
accession wa doubtles due to the rchbishop's ab ence and 
disgrace at Rome. The uppres ion of di order ems to have re ivc I 
the older spirit of resistance among the royal minister ; when 
Langton demanded a fre h cl)nfirmation of the harter in Parlia
ment at London, \ iIIiam Brewer, one of the King's councillors, 
protested that it had be n extorted by force, and was without I gal 
validity. " I f u loved the King, William," the Primate bur tout 
in anger, "you would not throw a stumbling-block in the way of 
the peace of the realm." The King was cowed by the rchbi hop's 
wrath, and at once promised observance of the hart r. Two 
years after, ils solemn promulgation was demand d by the Arch
bishop and the barons as the price of a subsidy, and Henry' a's nt 
e tablished the principle, so fruitful of con tilutional results, that 
redress of wrongs precedes a grant to the Crown. 

The death of tephen Langton in 1228 proved a heavy blow t 
English freedom. In 1227 Henry had d e1ared himself of ag ; 
and though Hubert still r main d Justiciar, every year saw him 
more powerle' in his truggl with Rome and with the Ii nclencies 
of the King. In the medireval theory of the })apacy, the constitu
tion of Christendom as a spi ritual realm took the feudal form of the 
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secular kingdoms within its pale, with the Pope for sovereign, 
bishops for his barons, the clergy for his under vassals. As the 
King demanded aids and subsidies in case of need from his liegemen, 
so it was believed might the head of the Church from the priest-

CONSECRATION OF A llISHOP. 
Prob..bly drawn by Matthew Poris. 

MS. Cott. N.ro lJ. ;. 

hod. t this moment the Papacy exhau ted by its long struggle 
with FJoederick the econd, grew more and more extortionate in its 
demand so It regarded England as a vassal kingdom, and as bound 
to aid its overlord. · The baronage, however, rejected the demand 
of aid from the laity, and the Pope fell back on the clergy. He 
demanded a ithe of all lhe moveable of the priesthood, and a 
threat f xc mmunication sil nced Ul ir murmurs. E 'action 
foil wed exactio"! the very rights f the lay patrons were set aside, 
and und r the name of" re 'ervcs " I re entation to Engli h bene
fices w re sold ·0 the Papal market, while Italian clergy were 
quartered on lh be. t livings f the Church. The general indigna
tion found vent at la t in a wide conspiracy; lett rS from "the 
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whole body of those who prefer to die rather than be rum d by the 
Romans " ~rere scattered over trlC kingdom by armed men j tithes 
gathered for the Pope and for{'i",n clergy were ~ izCd and given to 
the poor, the Papal commissioners beaten, and their bulls trodden 
under foot. The remonstrances of Rome only revealed the national 
character of the movement; but as inquiry proceeded the hand of 
the Justiciar himself was seen to have been at work. Sheriffs had 
stood idly by while the violence was done; royal Ie ters had been 
shown by the rioters as approving their acts; and .the Pope openly 
laid the charge of the outbreak on the secret connivance of Hubert 
de Burgh. The charge came at a time, ben Henry was in full 
collision with his minister, to whom he attributed the (; ilure of hi 
attempts to regain the for~ign dominions of his house. An invita
tion from the barons of ormandy had been rejected through 
Hubert's remonstrances, and when a grea t armament gathered at 
Portsmouth for a campaign in Poitou, it was disper!'ed for want of 
transport and supplies. The 
young King drew his sword and 
rushed madly on the Ju ticiar, 
whom he charged with treason 
and corruption by the gold of 
France; but the quarrel was 
appeased, and the expedition 
deferred for the year. The 
failure of the campaign in the 
following year, when Henry 
took the field in Britanny and 
Poitou, was again laid at the 
door of Hubert, whose opposi
tion was said to have prevented 
an engagement. The Papal 
accusation filled up the measure 
of Henry's wrath. Hubert was 
dragged from a chapel at Brent
wood where he had taken refuge, 
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and a smith was ordered to shackle him. "I will di any death," 
replied the smith, "before I put iron on the man who freed 
England from the stranger and saved Dover from France." On 
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the remonstrances of the Bishop 

of London Hubert was replaced 
in sanctuary, but hunger compelled 
him to surrender; he was thrown 
a prisoner into the Tower, and 
though soon released he remained 
powerless in the realm. His fall 
left England without a check to 
the rule of Henry himself. 

Tllere was a certain refinement 
in Henry's temper which won him 
affection even in the worst days 
. . 

of his rule. ' The Abbey-church of 
Westminster, with which he re
placed the ruder min ter of the 

onfe sor, remains a monument of 
his artistic taste. He was a patron 
and friend of artists and men of 
letters, and him elf skilled in the 
"gay science" of the troubadour. 

From th cruelty, the lust, the impiety of his ' father he was 
absolutely free. But or the p litical capacity which had been 
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the characteristic of his house he had little or none. Profu e, 
changeable, impul -ive alike in good and ill, unbridled in temper 
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and tongue, reckle s in insult and wit, Henry's delight was in 
the di play of an empty and rodigal magnificence, hi one 
notion of government a dream of arbitrary power. ut frivolous 
as the King' mood was, he clung with a weak man s bstinacy 
to a distinct line of polic)'. He cheri het! the hope of recover
ing hi heritage acro the sea. He believed in the ab olute 
power of th Crown; and looked on the pledg of the Great 
Charter as promi e which force had wrested froql th J ing 
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and which forc could wrest 
back again. The claim which 
the °Fr ncll ki gs were ad
vancing to a divine and ab 0-

lute pow r gave a anction 
in Henry' mind to the claim 
of ab 'olute authority which 
was still maintained by his 
favourite advi ers in the royal 
council. The death of Lang
ton, the fall of Hubert de 
Burgh, left him frcc () <;ur
round himself with dep nd ot 
mini ter , mere agents of the 
royal will. IJost of hungry 
Poitevin and Breton w re 
at once summoned over to 
occupy the roy' 1 castl sand 
fill the judicial and adminis
trative post about the ourt. 
His marriage with lean r 

12)6 of Provence was followed by the arrival in England f the 
Queen's uncle. T,e" avoy," as his hou in the trand was 
named, still recalls Peter of Savoy, who arrived five years later to 
take for a while the chief place at 1 r enry's c uncil-board ; another 
brother, Boniface, wa on Archbishop Edmund's death con ecratcd 
to the highest post jn the realm save the rown it elf, the Arch
bish prick of Canterbury. The young Primate, like his brother, 
brought with him foreign fashions strange n ugh to English folk. 
His armed retainers pillaged the markets. His own archiepi!lcopal 
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fist felled to the ground the prior of 
field, who opposed his visitation. 

t. Bartholomew-by-Smith
London was roused by the 
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outrage ' on the King':; refu al to do justice a noi y crowd of 
citizen:; urround d the Primate's house at Lambeth with cries of 

vengeance, and lh rc hands me archbi bop" a his follower ' tyled 
him, was glad to esc. p ov r sea. Thi bro d of Proven~al was 
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