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~even if justice was administered by his master’s reeve it was ad- S 1v
. ministered in the presence and with the assent .of hls-fello* o To
townsmen. . The bell which swung out from “the town tower - Towss
gathered the burgesses to a common meeting, where tl;xéy cbuhi e
exercise rights of free speech and fre¢ deliberation on their own -~
affairs, Their merchant-gild over its ale-feast regulated trade, - »
distributed the sums due from the town among the different
burgesses, looked to the due repairs of gate and wall, and acted, in =~ .
fact, pretty much the same part as a town-council of to-day. Not o
only, too, were these rights secured by custom from the first, but -
they were constantly widening as time went on. Whenever we get
a glimpse of the inner history of an English town, we find the same
peaceful revolution in progress, service¥ _disappearing = through
disuse or omission, while privileges and immunities are being ¥
purchased in hard cash. The lord of the town, whether he were :
king, baron, or abbot, was commonly thriftless or poor, and the
capture of a noble, or the campalgn of a sovereign, or the building
of some new minster by a prior, brought about an appeal to the
thrifty burgke_rs, who were reQdy to fill again their master’s treasury*
at the price of the strip of parchment which gave them freedom of i
trade, of justice, and of government. Sometimes a chance story
lights up for us this work of emancipation. At Leicester one of
the chief aims of its burgesses was to regain their old English trial
by compurgatioﬁ, the rough predecessor of trial by jury, which had
been abolished by the Earls in favour of the foreign trial by battle. -
“It chanced,” says a charter of the place, “that two kinsmen,
'Nlcbolas the son of Acon, and Geoffrey the son of Nicholas, waged
L a Qﬂcl about a certain piece of land, concerning which a dispute
had arisen between tth ; and they fought from the first to the
~ ninth hou:,*each conquering by turns. Then one of them fleeing
fmmtheothertillhemmtoacertam I‘xtﬂepit,as!hestoodonthc ;
V.hﬁn& t‘hgpnt dmdwut to fall therein, his kinsman said to
:he.pat.mm back lest thou shouldest fall into
clamour and noise was madc by the bya
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~ were struggling into life.

that one had fled till he reached a certain little pit, and that as he
stood over the pit and was about to fall into it the other warned
him. Then the townsmen being moved with pity made a covenant -

with the Earl that they should give him threepence yearly for each
house in the High Street that had a gable, on condition that he
should grant to them that the twenty-four jurors who were in
Leicester from ancient times should from that time forward discuss
and decide all pleas they might have among themselves.” For the
most part the liberties of our towns were bought in this way, by

TRIAL BY BATTLE. {
Assize Roll, temp. Hen. I11., in Public Record Office. -

sheer hard bargaining. The earliest English charters, save that of
London, date from the years when the treasury of Hgnry the First
was drained by his Norman wars ; and grants of municipal liberty
made professedly by the Angevins are probably the result of their
costly employment of mercenary troops. At the close, however,
of the thirteenth century, this struggle for emancipation was nearly

over. The larger towns had secured the admmxstmnon*"éfjusﬁce -

inl their own borough-courts, the privilege of seh’ -government, and
the - control of their own tra;de and their hberﬂutné charters
served as models and mcmtlveq to the smaller eqmmunm; whwb” i

During the progress ofthil‘whr tevolutﬁm.th f'
the English town was in the same quiet and hardly cons
developing itself from the common form of the life 2




Ao THE THREE EDWARDS

Pradin s

s {onn espeuu’lly its own.  Within as without the dwch or stockade
whach formed the earliest boundary of the borough, land was from
~ the first the test of freedom, and the possession of land was what

'mhmd the townsman. We may take, perhaps, a foreign 1’»

instance to illustrate this fundamental point in our municipal
history. When Duke Berthold of Zahringen resolved to found

Freiburg, his “free town,” in tthrisgau, the mode he adopted was ;
~ to gather a group of traders together, and to give each man a

plot of ground for his frechold round what was destined to be the
market-place of the new community. In England the landless man
who dwelled ina borough had no share in its eorporate life ; for
purposes of govemmént or property the town was simply an as-
sociation of the landed pﬂ'oﬁnetors within'its bounds ; nor was there
anything in this association, as it originally existed, which could
be considered peculiar or exceptional. ~The constitution of the
English town, however different its form may have afterwards
become, was at first simply that of the pe0ple at large. We have
seen that among the German races society rested on the basis of
the family, that it was the family who fought and settled side by
side, and the kinsfolk who were bound together in ties of mutual
responsibility to cach other and to the law. As society became
more complex and less stationary it necessarily outgrew these
simple ties of blood, and in England this dissclution of the family
bond seems to have taken place at the very time when Danish
incursions and ﬂxegmwthofafeudalwramongthcnobks
rendered an isolated existence most. perilous for the freeman.  His
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engagement of neighbour for neighbour, wasaccepted after the Danish
wars as the base of social order. A&lfred recognized the common
responsibility of the members of the *frith-gild ' side by side with
that of the kinsfolk, and Athelstan accepted *frith-gilds’ as a
constituent element of borough life in the Dooms of London.

The frith-gild, then, in the earlier English town, was precisely
similar to the frith-gilds which formed the basis of social order in
the country at large. An oath of mutual fidelity among its mem-
bers was substituted for the tie of blood, while the- gild-feast, held
once a month in the common hall, replaced the gathering of the
kinsfolk round their family hearth. But within this new family
the aim of the frith-gild was to establish a mutual responsibility as
close as that of the old. ‘“Let all share the same lot,” ran its law ;
“if any misdo, let all bear it.” A member could look for aid from
his gild-brothers in atoning for any guilt incurred by mishap. He
could call on them for assistance in case of violence or wrong: if
falsely accused, they appeared in court as his compurgators ; if
poor they supported, and when dead they buried him. On the

other hand, he was
responsible to them,
as they were to the
State, for order and
obedience to the laws,
A wrong of brother
against brother was
also a wrong against
_ the general body of the
% gild, and was punished
by fine, or in the last
resort -»by';‘_,cxpills_ion, e
“which left the offender
a’ lawless’ man and an
‘outcast. The one dif-

SEAL OF EXETER, c. 1170. 1 W hzx
Giving view of Guildhall dERe " betwimsy
Collectign of Socicty of Antiguaries, \ R gllds m Couﬂtfy wd

town was, that in the
Jatter case, from their close local ne;ghbourhood they tended inevit— i
ably to coalesce. Under Ethelstan the London gilds unM mg :




MALL OF S, MARY'S GILD, LINCOLN (SIDE).
T\vﬁhh Century.
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one for the purpose of carrying oul more effectually their common
aims, and at a later time we find the gilds of Berwick enacting
“that where many bodies are found side by side in one place they
may become one, and have one will, and in the dealin&s of one with
another have a strong and hearty love.”  The process was probably
a long and difficult one, for the brotherhoods naturally differed
much in social rank, and even after the union was effected we see
traces of the separate existence to a certain extent of some one or
more of the wealthier or more aristocratic gilds. In London, for
instance, the Cnihten-gild, which seems o have stood at the head
of its fellows, retained for a long time its separate property, while
its Alderman—as the chief officer of each gild was called—became
the Alderman of the united gild of the whole city. In Canterbury
we find a similar gild of thegns, from which the chief officers of the
town seem commonly to have been selected. Imperfect, however,
as the union might be, when once it was effected the town passed
from a mere collection
of brotherhoods into a
powerful and organized
community, whose char-
acter was inevitabl
termined by the circum-'
stances of its:origin. in
their  beginnings our
boroughs_seem to have
been mainly gatherings
of persons engaged in
- agricultural pursuits ; the
first Dooms of London
provide especially for the
\SEAL OF GILD MERCHANT, GLOUCESTER, ¢. 1200, | o0V Cro of cattle belong-
| Engraving lent by Mr. W. H. 51, Jokn Hope. ing to the citizens. But
as tbé{naumg ucm:ity
éf theconntrym\ntedtheﬁrmerofthe squire to mm
in his own fields, and the growth of estate and trade told on
the towns themselves, the difference hetwaen mnd ' coun
becamc more sharply dcﬁned. London of

-
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London mérchant who had made three long voyages on his own
account ranked as a thegn. Its ‘lithsmen,’ or shipmen’s-gild, were
of sufficient importance under Harthacnut to figure in the election
of a king, and its principal street still tells of the rapid growth of
trade, in the name of ‘Cheap-side,’ or the bargaining place. But
at the Norman Conquest the commercial tendency had become
universal. The name given to the united brotherhood is in almost
every case no longer that of the ‘town-gild.’ but of the ‘merchant-
gild’ ;
This social change in the character of the townsmen produced
important results in the character of their municipal institutions.

e

L

ml‘ AT a:s OVIN-DOOI, AND A BAKER DRAWN TO THE Pn.wng.
x \WH‘E A SHORT-WEIGHT LOAF TIED TO HIS NECK.

M.Puu.usd.l (Corporation of London).
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Sec. v to the control ‘of their internal trade. It became their special
poue  business to obtain from the Crown, or from their lords, wider
Towss  commercial privileges, rights of coinage, grants of fairs, and exemp-

tion from tolls ; while within the town itself they framed regulations

© N A y . -
» BAKERS AND COOKS, A.D. 13381344,
MS. Bodl. Misc. 264.

.
as to the sale and quality of goods, the control of markets, and the

recovery of debts. A yet more important result sprang from the
increase of population which the growth of wealth and industry
brought with it. The mass of the new settlers, composed as they

TAVERN, A.D. 1338—1344.
MS. Bodl. Misc. 264

were of escaped serfs, of traders without landed holdings, of families
who had lost their original lot in the borough, and gencrally of the
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artisans and’ the poor, had no part in the actual life of the town, see.1v
The right of trade and of the regulation of trade, in common with =~ Tue

all other forms of jurisdiction, lay wholly in the hands of the landed ~ Tow**
burghers whom we have described. By a natural process, too, their

VINTNERS, A.D. 1338-—1344.
MS. Bodl. Misc. 264. »

superiority in wealth produced a fresh division between the
‘burghers’ of the merchant-gild and the unenfranchised mass
around them. The same change which seyered at Florence the
seven Greater Arts, or trades, from the fourteen Lesser Arts, and
which raised the three occupations of banking, the manufacturce
and the dyeing of cloth, to a position of superiority cven within®

~

lxoa WORKERS, A.D. 1338—-:344.
b ALS. Bodl. Misc. a6y,

¥

the pl%\nlegcd circle of the seven, told though with less force, on
the English be hs. The burghers of the merchant-gild gradually
concentrated selves on the greater operations of commerce, on
trﬁdés which ired a larger capital, while the meaner employ-
ments of gemrﬁl traﬂic were abandoned to their poorer neighbours.
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see. v This advance in the division of labour is marked by such sever-

plme - ances as we note in the thirteenth century of the cloth merchant

Towss  from the tailor, or the leather merchant from the butcher. But the
result of this severance was all-important in its influence on the

ARMOURERS, A.D, 1338=1344
MS. Bodl. Misc 264.

C
constitution of our towns. The members of the trades thus aban-
doned by the wealthier burghers formed themselves into Craft-
gilds, which soon rose into dangerous rivalry with the original
Merchant-gild of the town. A seven years' apprenticeship formed
the necessary prelude to full membership of any trade-gild. = Their
regulations were of the minutest character ; the quality and valuc
of work was rigidly prescribed, the hours of toil fixed “from day-
break to curfew,” and strict provision made against competition in
labour. At cach meeting of these gilds their members gathered

WEIGHING AND LADING, A.D, 1338—1344.
MS. Bodl. Misc. 363

round the Craft-box, which contained the rules of their society, and
stood with bared heads as it was opened. The warden and a
quorum of gild-brothers formed a court which enforced the ordin-
ances of the gild, inspected all work done by its members, confis-
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orders was punished by fines, or in the last resort by expulsion see1v
which involved the loss of right to trade. A common fund was | Tue
raised by contributions among the members, which not only pro-  To%*
vided for the trade objects of the gild, but sufficed to found chantries
and masses, and set up painted windows in the church of their
patron saint. Even at the present day the arms of the craft-gild
may often be seen blazoned in cathedrals side by side with those
of prelates and of kings. But it was only by slow degrees that they
rose to such a height as this. The first steps in their existence
were the most difficult, for to enable a trade-gild to carry out its
objects with any success, it was first necessary that the whole body
of craftsmen belonging to the trade should be compelled to belong
to it, and secondly, that a legal control ovel the trade itself should
be secured toit. A royal charter
was indispensable for these pur-
poses, and over the grant of
these charters took place the
first struggle with the merchant-
gild, which had till then solely
exercised jurisdiction over trade
within the boroughs. The
weavers, who were the first
trade-gild to secure royal sanc-
tion in the reign of Henry the
First, were still engaged in the
contest for existence as late as
the reign of John, when the
citizens of Lendon bought for
a time the suppression of their
gild. Even under the house of

Lancaster, Exeter was. engaged : WINDLASS.
Early Fourteenth Century.
in resnstmg ~the  establishment MS. Roy. 10 E. i,

of a ilots gnkl From the
- , however, the spread of thae societies went
the control of trade passed from the merchant-
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general mass of the inhabitants, against the * prudhommes,” or
“wiser ” few, which brought about, as it passed from the regulation
of trade to the general government of the town, the great civic
revolution: of the thirteenth and fourtcenth centuries. On the
Continent, and especially along the Rhine, thc struggle was as
fierce as the supremacy of the older burghers had been complete.
In Koln the craftsmen had been
reduced to all but serfage, and
the merchant of Brussels might
box at his will the ears of “the
" man Without heart or honour who
lives by his toil.”! Such social
tyranny of class over class brought
a century of bloodshed to the
cities of Germany ; but in Eng-
land the tyranny of class over
class had been restrained by the
general tenor of the law, and the
' revolution took for the most part
NONEY-BOX OF CORDWAINERS OF a milder form. The longest and

OXFORD, n 3
Arhmatagiind Joutnid, bitterest strife of all was naturally

at London. Nowhere had ‘the
territorial constitution struck root so deeply, and* nowhere had the
landed oligarchy risen to such a height of wealth and influence.
The city was divided into wards, each of which was governed by
an alderman drawn from the ruling class. In seme, indeed, the
office seems to have become hereditary. The * magnates,” or
“barons,” of the merchant-gild advised alone on all matters of
civic government or trade regulation, and distributed or assessed at
their will the revenues or burthens of the town. Such a position
afforded an opening for corruption and oppression of the most

- galling kind ; and it seems to have been the general impression of

1196

the unfair assessment levied. on the poor, and the undue burthens
which were thrown on the unenfranchised classes, which provoked

the first serious discontent. William of the Long Beard, himself

one of the governing body, placed himself at the head of a con-
spiracy which numbered, in the terrified fancy of the burghers,
fifty thousand of the craftsmen. His eloquence, his mm |
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il thealdermen in the town-mote, gamed him at any rate a.w:de
popularity, and the crowds who surrounded him hanlcxﬁitm as “the
saviour of the poor.” One of his addresses is luckily preserved to

by~a hearer of the time. In mediaval fashion he began with a

text from the Vulgate, “Ye shall draw water with joy from the

fountain of the Saviour.” “I,” he began, “am the saviour of the
poor. Ye poor men who have felt the weight of rich men’s hands,

draw from my fountain waters .of wholesome instruction and that

with joy, for the time of your visitation is at hand. For I will -

divide the waters from the waters. It is the peopie who are the
waters, and I will divide the lowly and faithful folk from the proud

and faithless folk ; T-will part the chosen from the reprobate as
light from darkness.” But it was in vain, that by appeals to the
King he strove to win royal favour for the popular cause. The
support of the moneyed classes was essential to Richard in the
costly wars with Philip of France, and the Justiciar, Archbishop
Hubert, after a moment of hesitation, issued orders for his arrest.
William felled with an axe the first soldier who advanced to seize
him, and taking refuge with a few followers in the tower of St.
Mary-]e«Bow summoned his adherents to rise. Hubert, however,
who had already flooded the city with troops, with bold contempt
of the right of sanctuary, set fire to the tower and forced William
to surrender. A burgher’s son, whose father he had slain, stabbed
him as he came forth, and with his death the quarrel slumbered for
more than fifty years.

No further movement, in fact, took place till the outbreak of the
Barons’ war, but the city had all through the interval been secthing
_w:th discontgm, the unenfranchised craftsmen, under pretext of
pmsemlng the peace, had united in secret frith-gilds of their own,
and mobs rose from time to time to sack the houses of foreigners
andthewealthierbuggbecs. But it was not till the civil war began
that the open Mmmmod 'l'he craftsmen forced their

Fitz-Thomas for their mayor. Although
ged duﬁngthe reign of the second Edward, we

C umarkmg the final victory of the craft-

; ,al{conwstseems'tohavewaed

TheCom-
mune

1261
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FROSTROTVE AnVENIOR

CHURCH OF S. FAITH UNDER §. PAUL'S,
Engravings by W, Hollar, 1657.
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recognized and enrolled in the mayor's court, and distinctive  see.1v
liveries assumed to which they owed the Tuz
ENGLISH
name of “ Livery Companies” which they Towns
still retain. The wealthier citizens, who
found their old power broken, regained
influence by enrolling themselves as mem-
bers of the trade-gilds, and Edward the
Third himself humoured the current of
civic feeling by becoming a member of
the gild of Armourers. This event marks
the time when the government of our
towns had become more really popular
than it ever again became till the Munici=*
pal Reform Act of our own days. It had
passed from the hands of an oligarchy
into those of the middle classes, and there west rronT oF 5. PAUL'S,
was nothing as yet to foretell the reac- E"g:?‘“:::‘;‘i?‘:'y
tionary revolution by which the trade-gilds
themselves became an oligarchy as narrow as that which they

had deposed.

-~

Section V.—The King and the Baronage, 1290—1327

[Authorities—For Edward 1. as before. For Edward Il. we have three
important contemporaries: on the King's side, Thomas de la More (in Camden,
“ Anglica, Brittanica, etc.”); on that of the Barons, Trokelowe’s Annals
(pubhshed by the Master of the Rolls), and the Life by a monk of Malmesbury
printed by Hearne.. The short Chronicle by Murimuth is also contemporary in
date. alhm (“Middle Ages”) has illustrated the constitutional aspect of the
ﬁm] Rl

If we tum again totlge constitutional history of England from Baglend
the accession of Edwu‘d}ﬂ\eFlmtm find a progress not less real Edward I
but ch n@dwftbdlthrvxassimdathantheprogmofwr}

own A ':( t transfer of power had been brought about by the
struggle for ﬂ& Charter, by the reforms of Earl Simon, and
: of Edm.rd himself. His conception of
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see.v - the Parliament of the one was different from the Great Coﬁhcil of
Tue Kine  the other. In the rough rimes of Robert of Gloucester we read the

AND THE

M*AG' simple political creed of the people at large. | - |
1290

];:,, “ When the land through God’s grace to good pcacé was brought
i For' to have the old laws the high men turned their thought :
For to have, as we said erst, the good old Law,

The King made his charter and granted it with sawe.”

OPENING OF THE CONPESSOR'S TOMB, .

MS. Camb. Univ. Libr. Ee. . 39. M L A

But the power which the Charter had wrested from the Crown
fell not to the people but to the Baronage, The farmer and the
artisan, though they could fight in some great crisis. for freedom,
had as yet no wish to interfere in the common task of government.
The vast industrial change in both town and country, which had
begun during the reign of Henry the Third, and which cot‘lﬂmlb_d
with increasing force during that of his son, absofbod &e W‘
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and attention of the trading classes. In agriculture, the inclosure  see. v
of common lands and the introduction of the system of leases on Tas 5:::;‘
the part of the great proprietors, coupled with the subdivision of Baroxacs
estates which was facilitated by Edward’s legislation, was gradually 5
creating out of the masses of rural bondsmen a new class of tenant 1327
farmers, whose whole energy was absorbed in their own great rise

to social freedom. The very causes which rendered the growth of
municipal liberty so difficult, increased the wealth of the towns.

To the trade with Norway and the Hanse towns of North

Germany, the wool trade with Flanders, and the wine trade with

TRON SCREEN ON TOMB OF ELEANOR OF CASTILE, IN WESTMINSTER ABREY.
Wrought by Thomas of Leighton, a.n. 1293

Gascony, was now added a fast increasing commerce with Italy
and Spain. © The great Venetian merchant galleys appeared on the
English coast, Florentine traders settled in the southern ports, the
bankers of Florenoc and Lucca followed those of Cahors, who had
already\dcalt a death-blow to the usury of the Jews. But the
wealth and mdhstnﬂ energy of the country was shown, not only in
the rlée of a mptta.hst class, but in a crowd of civil and ecclesiasti-
cal buildings which distinguished this period. Christian architecture
reached its ¢ beauty in the opening of Edward’s reign, a
iod bx the completion of the abbey church of West-
CCz

.
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minster and the exquisite cathedral church at Salisbury. An
English noble was proud to be styled “an incomparable builder,”
while some traces of the art which was rising actoss the Alps
perhaps flowed in with the Italian ecclesiastics whom the Papacy
was forcing on the English Church. In the abbey of Westminster
the shrine of the Confessor, the mosaic pavement, and the paintings
on the walls of minster and chapter-house, remind us of the schools
which were springing up under Giotto and the Pisans,

BRIDGE OVER 1THE ESK AT DANBY IN CLEVELAND,
Late in the Fourteenth Century;

But even had this industrial distraction been wanting the trad-
ing classes had no mind to claim any direct part in the actual work
of government. It was a work which, in default of the Crown, fell
naturally, according to the ideas of the time, to the Baronage.
Constitutionally the position of the English nobles had now be-
come established. A King could no longer make laws or levy
taxes or ecven make war without their assent. And in the
Baronage the nation reposed an unwavering trust. The nobles of
England were no more the brutal foreigners from whose violence

o2 -




of‘u‘NormnnmlerhadbeenneededtOprotecthls sy
'y were as English as the peasant or the trader. They - :

had wbh [English liberty by their swords, and the tradition of their ;_~

~order bound them to look on themselves as its natural guardians,
At the close of the Barons’' war, the problem which had so long
troubled the realm, the problem of how to ensure its government in

accordance with the Charter, was solved by the transfer of the-

‘business of administration into the hands of a standing committee
of the greater prelates and barons, acting as chief officers of state
in conjunction with specially appointed ministers of the Crown.
The body thus composed was known as the Continual Council ;
and the quiet government of the kingdom by the Council in the
long interval between the death of Henryethe Third and his son’s
return shows how effective this rule of the nobles was. It is
significant of the new relation which they were to strive to estab-
lish between themselves and the Crown that in the brief which
announced Edward’s accession the Council asserted that the new
monarch mounted his throne “ by the will of the peers.” The very

form indeed of the new Parliament, in which the barons were,

backed by the knights of the shire, elected for the most part under
their influence, and by the representatives of the towns, still true
to the traditions of the Barons’ war; the increased frequency of
these Parliamentary assemblies which gave opportunity for counsel,

for party organization, and a distinct political base of action ;
above all, the new financial power which their control over taxation
~ enabled them to exert on the throne, ultimately placed the rule of
! Jhenobhonahsmtoom'ongmbeshaken by theutmosteﬂ'orts
of even ‘Edward himself.

M&ﬁmthe King struggled fruitlessly against this over-

' Q,mdhusympnthmmusthnvebecnmmdby
her dﬁe of theamnel. where the French

Ll'
and the
Baronage
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writs of “quo warranto” were roughly met here and there. FEarl
Warenne bared a rusty sword, and flung it on the justices’ table.
“This, sirs,” he said, “is my warrant. By the sword our fathers
won their lands when they came over with the Conqueror, and by
the sword we will keep them.” But the King was far from limiting
himself to the plans of Henry II.; he aimed further at neutraliz-
ing the power of the nobles by raising the whole body of land-
owners to the same level ; and a royal writ ordered all freeholders
who held land of the value of twenty pounds to receive knighthood
at the King's hands. While the political influence of the baronage
as a leading element in the nation mbdunted, in fact, the personal
and purely feudal power of each individual on his estates as

CART, A.D. 1338—1344.
M3, Bodl. Misc. aby.

steadily fell. The hold which the Crown had gained on every noble
family by its rights of wardship and marriage, the circuits of the
royal judges, the ever narrowing bounds within which baronial
justice was circumscribed, the ‘blow dealt by scutage at their
military power, the prompt intervention of the Council in their
feuds, lowered the nobles more and more to the level of their fellow
subjects. Much yet remained to be done. Different as the Eng-
lish baronage, taken as a whole, was from a feudal noblesse like that
of Germany or France, there is in every military class a natural
drift towards violence and lawlessness, which even the stern justice
of Edward found it difficult to repress. Throughout histﬁﬂn’
his strong hand was needed to enforce order on wm‘ingm'
Great carls, such as those of Gloucwerwd Heu(ord, cauh:lu
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private war ; in 'Shropshire the Earl of Arundel waged his feud
with Fulk Fitz Warine. To the lesser and poorer nobles the wealth
of the trader, the long wain of goods as it passed along the high-
way, was a tempting prey. Once, under cover of a mock tourna-
ment of monks against canons, a band of country gentlemen
succeeded in introducing themselves into the great merchant fair
at Boston; at nightfall every booth was on fire, the merchants
robbed and slaughtered, and the booty carried off to ships which lay
ready at the quay. Streams of gold and silver, ran the tale of
popular horror, flowed melted down the gutters to the sea ; “ all the
money in England could hardly make good the loss” Even at
the close of Edward’s reign lawless bands of “trail-bastons,” or

CART, A.D. 1338—1344.
MS. Bodl, Misc. 264,

club-men, maintained themselves by general outrage, aided the
country nobles in their feuds, and wrested money and goods
by threats from the great tradesmen. The King was strong
enough to fine and imprison the Earls, to hang the chief of the
Boston ‘marauders, and to suppress the outlaws by rigorous com-
missions. Dnnng ‘Edward'’s absence of three years from the realm,

;;'thtj\ldmwhpm&umaelves drawn from the lesser baronage,

ed with violence and corruption.  After a careful inves-
X Ajndicial abuses were recognized and amended ; two
'M 1 werg hanished from the country, and their

Sec. V
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sec.v  Jews had grown rapidly in intensity. But the royal protection had
Tax Ko never wavered. Henry the Second had granted them the right of

AND THE

Baxoxacs  burial outside of every city where they dwelt. Richard had

1290
TO
3%

punished heavily a massacre of the Jews at York, and organized a

SATIRE ON THE JEWS OF NORWICH.
Jews' Roll, 17 Hen. IlI., Public Record Office.

mixed court of Jews and Christians for the registration of their
contracts. John suffered none to plunder them save himself,
though he once wrested from them a sum equal to a year's revenue

CHURCH IN LONDO!
Built by Henry 111.  Drawn by Matthew Paris.
MS. Roy. 14 C. wii.

N FOR CONVERTED JEWS,

of his realm. The
troubles of the
next reign brought
in a harvest greater
than even the royal
greed could reap ;
the Jews grew
wealthy enough to
acquire estates, and
only a burst of
popular feeling pie-
vented a legal de-
cision which would
have enabled them
to own frecholds.
Their pride and
contempt of the

superstitions around them broke out in the taunts they levelled
at processions as they passed their Jewries, sometimes as at

Oxford in actual attacks upon them. Wild stories floated about

W
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among the people of chtldren carried off to Jewish houses, to be

SICV

circumcised or crucified, and a boy of Lincoln who was found Tu g
slain in a Jewish house was canonized by popular reverence as Bé"""“'

“St. Hugh”  The first work of the Friars was to settle in the

Hebrew quarters and attempt their conversion, but the tide of

popular fury rose too fast for these gentler means of recon-
ciliation. When the Franciscans saved seventy Jews from death
by their prayers to Henry the Third the populace angrily refused
the brethren alms. The sack of Jewry

during the Barons’ war. With its close,
fell on the Jews the more terrible perse-
cution of the laW. Statute after statute
hemmed themin. They were forbidder
to hold real property, to employ Christian
servants, to move through the streets
without the two white tablets of wool
on their breasts which distinguished their
race. They were prohibited from build-
ing new synagogues, or eating with
Christians, or acting as physicians to
them. Their trade, already crippled by
the rivalry of the bankers of Cahors, was

AARON OF COLCHESTER. annihilated by a royal order, which bade
e . e, U},f‘ a them renounce usury under pain of death.

At last persecution could do no more,
and on the eve of his struggle with Scotland, Edward, eager at
the moment to find supplies for his treasury, and himself swayed
by the fanaticism of his subjects, bought the grant of a fifteenth
from clergy -and laity by consenting to drive the Jews from his
realm. Of the sixteen thousand who preferred exile to apostasy
fewmthedﬁxeshores"qf France. Many were wrecked, others
~ robbed and flung overboard. One shipmaster turned out a.crew

ofm!&y r tsontoasandbankandbadethw:calla
new ﬂw,m‘ vgrthem from the sea. From the time of Edward
’ m ch touched English ground.
enormities which accompanied the expulsion
' wu\d for he ‘not. mly snﬁ'emed the

after Jewry was the sign of popular hatred

1290
o
1321

1290

Edward

and the
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sV fngiuvestotaketbexrwealthwlth&em butpunishedw:ththe;

'h-lm halter those who plundered them at sea. But the expulsion was

Burosace none the less cruel, and the grant of a. fifteenth made by the grate-

"% ful Parliament proved but a poor substitute for the lpss which.
the royal treasury had sustained. The Scotch war more than ex-

" hausted the aids granted by the Parliament. The treasury was
utterly drained ; the costly fight with the French in G-aquy called
for supplies, while the King was planning a yet costlier |attack on
northern France with the aid of Flanders. It was sheer want
which drove Edward to tyrannous extortion. - His first blow fell

129¢ on the Church ; he had already demanded half their annual income

from the clergy, and so terrible was his wrath at their resistance,
that the Dean of St. Paul’s, who had stood forth to remonstrate,
dropped dead of sheer terror at his feet. “If any oppose the
King's demand,” said a royal envoy, in the midst of the Convoca-
tion, “let him stand up that he may be noted as an enemy to the
King's peace.” The outraged churchmen fell back on an unten-
able plea that their aid was due solely to Rome, and pleaded a bull
« of exemption, issued by Pope Boniface VIII, as a ground for re-
fusing t6 comply with further taxation. Edward met their refusal
1297 by a general outlawry of the whole order. The King’s courts
were closed, and all justice denied to those who refused the King
aid. By their actual plea the clergy had put thcmsclv%mnlly
in the wrong, and the outlawry soon forced them to “submission,
but their aid did little to recruit the exhausted treasuty, while the
pressure of the war steadily increased. Far wider ‘measures of
arbitrary taxation were needful to equip an expedition which
Edward prepared to lead in person to Flanders. Thcoounu'y
genﬂqnenweuwmpelledtotakenpkmghthood.orw_’_ R
forexanptionfmmthehnrﬂwnmmehom mm ‘
of cattle and corn were demanded from the counties, :
expd‘rtdutyonwool-—nowthemplepmdncodf'tha‘ G
raised to six times its former amount. Though he i
positive charter or ame,tbevorkof aem

1327
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~ from him tbe full execution of the Charter of Forests. The bitter-

‘bywhsch 1tWas camed on, tookthepractlcal form of arM
lead’a'force to Gasconyas Edward’s hentenm;a, whdaheh:mulf o
sa:lcd for Flanders. They availed themselves of the plea that they -

‘were not bound to foreign service save in attendance on the King.
“By God, Sir Earl,” swore the King to Bigod, “ you shall either

go or hang!” “By God, Sir King,” was the cool reply, “1 will ;
neither go nor hang!” Ere the Parliament he had convened oonld S
meet, Edward had discovered his own powerlessness, and, with oqe e

of those sudden revulsions of feeling of w!:uch ‘his nature was

capable, he stood before his people in Westmmster Hall and

owned, with a burst of tears, that he had taken thelrusubstaﬂce
without due warrant of law. His passionate appeal to their loyalty
wrested a reluctant assent to the prosecution of the war, but the
crisis had taught the need of further securities against the royal
power. While Edward was still struggling in Flanders, the
Primate, Winchelsey, joined the two Earls and the citizens of
London in forbidding any further levy of supplies till Edward ag
Ghent solemnly confirmed the Charter with the new clauses added
to it prohibiting the King from raising taxes save by general con-
sent of the realm. At the demand of the Barons he renewed the
Confirmation in 1299, when his attempt to add an evasive clause

saving the rights of the Crown proved the justice of their distrust.

Two years later a fresh gathering of the Barons in arms wrested

oflmlmm:llauonprcyed on him ; he evaded his pledge to
hxés on mmhaudnu bythesak:tom&chantsof

1297

1301
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designed accomplishing his purpose was the choice of a minister
wholly dependent on the Crown. We have alrcady noticed the
change by which the “clerks of the king’s chapel,” who had been
the ministers of arbitrary government under the Nor't;nans and

MUSICIANS. (SHAWM AND PORTATIVE) AKD AUDIENCE, A.D, 1338—1344-
MS. Bodl. Misc. 264,

Angevins, had been quietly superseded by the prelates and lords

«of the Continual Council.

At the close of his father’s reign, a

direct demand on the part of the Barons to nominate the great
officers of state had been curtly rejected ; but the royal choice had °

VIOL AND HARP, A.D. 1338—1344.

MS. Bodl. Misc. 364

been practically limited in
the selection of its minis-
ters to the class of prelates
and nobles, and, however
closely connected with roy-
alty, such officers always

. to a great extent shared

the feelings and opinions
of their order. It seems to

have been the aim of the
young King to undo the
change which hﬂ'd been
silently  brought about,

and to imitate the policy of the contemporary sovereigns of
France by choosing as his ministers men of an inferior ponitbn,,

whollydcpendentontheCrmforthenrpmfandnpm—;
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Piers Gaveston, a foreigner sprung from a family of Guienne, had
been his friend and companion during his father’s reign, at the
close of which he had been banished from the realm for his share
in intrigues which had divided Edward from his son. At the new

HORN-PLAVER, A.D. 1338—1344. CITTERN-PLAVER, AD. 1338—1344.
MS. Bodl. Misc. 26a.

King's accession he was at once recalled, created Earl of Cornwall
and placed at the head of the administration. Gay, genial, thrift-
less, Gaveston showed in his first acts the quickness and audacity
of Southern Gaul ; the older ministers were dismissed, all claims of
precedence or inheritance set
aside in the distribution of
offices at the coronatiomn,
while taunts and defiances
goaded the proud baronage
to fury. The favourite was
a fine soldier, and his lance
unhorsed his opponents in
tourncy after tourncy. His
reckless wit flung nicknames
about the Court ; the Earl of
Lancaster was “the Actor,”
Pembroke “the Jew,” War-
wick “the Black Dog.” But
hmtmd%btdhbelpmsiywstﬁxeim mass of the
2 &&unfewmonthsofpmnrﬂ:edemnd~of&t

 DRUMMER, A.D. 1338—1344.
Mm.u %
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Ordainers
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Parliament for his dismissal could not be resisted, and he was
formally banished from the realm. In the following year it was
only by conceding the rights which his father had sought to
establish of imposing import duties on the merchants by tthexr own'
_assent, that Edward procured a subsidy
for the Scotch war. The firmness of the
baronage sprang from their having found
a head in the Earl of Lancaster, son of
Edmund Crouchback. His weight proved
irresistible. 'When Edward at the close
of the Parliament rccalled Gaveston,
Lancaster withdrew from the royal Coun-
cil, and a Parliament which met in 1310
resolved that the affairs of the realm
should be entrusted for a year to a body
of twenty-one “Ordainers.” e w0 3
A formidable list of “Ordinances” MS. Bodl. Misc. 364,
drawn up by the twenty-one met Edward

on his return from a fruitless warfare with the Scots. By this

long and important statute Gaveston was banished, other advisers
were driven from the Council, and the Florentine bankers whose .
loans had enabled Edward to hold the baronage at bay sent
out of the realm. The customs
duties imposed by Edward the
First were declared to be illegal.
Parliaments were to 'be called
every year,and in these assemblies
the King's servants were to be
brought, if need were, to justice.
The great officers of m ‘were
to be appointed with thg counsel

3 mbemmhﬂiawt. 'ﬂie

~ and consent of the baronage, and
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tion of the nebles than as a gathering of the three Estates of the swe.v
realm. The lower clergy pass unnoticed ; the Commons are re- Tur Kixg

D THE
garded as mere tax-payers whose part was still confined to the B“::;“'
presentation of petitions of grievances and the grant of money. ;;;7

But even in this imperfect fashion the Parliament was a real

MORRIS-DANCE, A.D. x338—x 344-
MS. Bod. Misc. 264,

representation of the country, and Edward was forced to assent to
the Ordinances after a long and obstinate struggle. The exile of -
Gaveston was the sign of the Barons’ triumph; his recall a few
months later renewed a strife which was only ended by his capture
in Scarborough. The “Black Dog” of Warwick had sworn that

CHILDREN CATCHING BUTTERFLIES, A.D, 1338—1344.
. MS. Bodi. Misc. 64

the favourite shonld feel his teeth; and Gaveston, who flung
himself in vain at the feet of the Earl of Lancaster, praying for
pity “from his gentle lord,” was beheaded in defiance of the terms
of his elplmhtion on Blacklow Hill. The King's burst of grief
was as fmitlgs’uhu threats of vengeance ; a feigned submission

i

of the oonqqroﬁ oompieted the royal humillauon, and the barons 1312
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knelt before Edward in Westminster Hall to receive a _pardon

« which seemed the deathblow of the royal power. But if Edwax‘d

was powerless to conquer the baronage he could still, eyadmg
the observance of the Ordinances, throw the who!e m into

_ confusion. The six years that follow Gaveston’s degth ire among

the darkest in our history. A terrible succession of famines in-
tensified the suffering which sprang from the utter absence of all
rule during the dissension between the Barons and ijhe I@ing. The

overthrow of Bannockburn, and the ravages of the Scots in the j
North, brought shame on England such as it had never known.
At last the capture of Berwick by Robert Bruce forced Edward to

LADY AND YOUTH PLAYING DRAUGHTS.
Early Fourteenth Century.
MS. Roy. 2 B. vii.

give way, the Ordinances were formally accepted, an amnesty

- granted, and a small number of peers belonging to the Barons’

The De-

~ could do little but regard with jealousy the n

party added to the great officers of state. :

The Earl of Lancaster, by the union of the four carldoms of
Lincoln, Lewter.Derby,andLaneasteruyellubymmyal
blood (for like the King he was a grandson of qury&e’rﬂird).

stdpdat the head of the English baronage, and the issue of the

‘ongstmgglemthEdwardramdhlmforﬂ:pmomemmw‘,
power in the realm. But his character seems to |

beneath the greatness of his position. Incapable

theKingnowlemed,&edder Hﬁ,-

Lo o
S iR



mm@ Gwmmmd of mﬁmss, as
exmgznemljwnusy and Lancaster found littl
in extorting by force of arms his exile from the kingdom.

But t!w ﬁde of popular sympathy, already wavering, was turned to 1

"theﬁroy'nl cause by an insult offered to the Queen, against whom
Lady Badlesmere had closed the doors of Ledes Castle, and the
unexpected energy shown by Edward in avenging the insult gave
fresh strength to his cause. He found himself strong enough to
recall Despenser, and when Lancaster convoked the baronage to
force him again into exile, the weakness of their party was shown
by the treasonable negotiations into which the Earl entered with

the Scots, and by his precipitate retreat to the nbrth on the advance

of the royal army. At Boroughbudgc hwforceswcm arrested and -

dispersed, and the Earl himself, brought captive before Edward at Z”"'”"f

Pontefract, was tried and condemned to death as a traitor. “ Have
mercy on me, King of Heaven,” cried Lancaster, as mounted on a
grey pony without a bridle he was hurried to execution, “ for my
~earthly King has forsaken me.” His death was followed by that
ofa ntxmber of his adherents and by the captivity of others ; while
a Parliament at York annulled the proceedings against the
Despensers, and repealed the Ordinances. It is to this Parliament
however, and perhaps to the victorious confidence of the royalists,
that we owe the famous provision which reveais the policy of the
Despensers, the provision that all laws concerning “ the estate of
the Crown, or of the realm and people, shall be treated, accorded,
- and established in Parliaments by our Lord the King and by the
conmt of the prelates, earls, barons, and commonalty of the realm,
mdingashathpeenhthertomstomed. It would seem from
of mrhblemaetmtthatmuchofthesuddm

1322
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sec.v  whose quarrel was again verging upon war ; and her son, a boy of
'I;n":_lf_;u: twelve years old, followed her to do homage in his father’s stead
B?&“ for the duchies of Gascony and Aquitaine, Neither threats nor
];:7 prayers, however, could induce cither wife or child to rjtum to his
~—  court ; and the Queen’s connexion with a secret conspiracy of the
baronage was revealed when the primate and nobles hurried to her

1326 standard on her landing at Orwell. Deserted by all, and repulsed
by the citizens of London whose aid he implored, the King fled

hastily to the west and embarked with the Despensers for Lundy

Isle ; but contrary winds flung the fugitiyes again on the Welsh

BED AND CRADLE,
Early Fourteenth Century.
MS. Reoy. 2 B. vii.
coast, where they fell into the hands of the new Earl of Lancaster.
The younger Despenser was at once hanged on a gibbet fifty feet
Bigh, and the King placed in ward at Kenilworth till his fate
1327 could be decided by a Parliament summoned for that purpose at
tion of 4 Westminster. The Peers who assembled fearlessly revived the
Edward  constitutional usage of the carlier English freedom, and asserted
| their right to depose a king who had proved himself unworthy to i
rule. Not a voice was raised in Edward’s behalf, and only four
prelates protested when the young Prince was proclaimed "Ki‘ng g
acclamation, and presented as their sovereign to the multitudes

o
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without. - The revolution soon took legal form in a bill which
charged the captive monarch with indolence, incapacity, the loss of
Scotland, the violation of his coronation oath, and oppression of
the Church and haronage; and on the approval of this it was
resolved that the reign of Edward of Caernarvon had ceased and
that the crown had passed to his son, Edward of Windsor. A
deputation of the Parliament proceeded to Kenilworth to procure the

assent of the discrowned King to his own deposition, and Edward,

“clad in a plain black gown,” submitted quietly to his fate. = Sir
William Trussel at once addressed him in words whxch better than
any other mark the true nature of the step which the Parliament
had taken.. “I, William Trussel, proctor of the earls, barons, and
others, having for this full and sufficient fower, do render and give
back to you, Edward, once King of England, the homage and fealty
of the persons named in my procuracy ; and acquit and discharge
them thercof in the best manner that law and custom will give,
And I now make protestation in their name that they will no
longer be in your fealty and allegiance, nor claim to hold anything
of you.as king, but will account you hereafter as a private person,
without any manner of royal dignity.” A significant act followed
these emphatic words. Sir Thomas Blount, the steward of the
household, broke his staff of office, a ceremony only used at a
king’s death, and declared that all persons engaged in the royal
service were discharged. In the following September the King
was murdered in Berkeley Castle.

: mm*on CHUR W!q:.x.
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Scotch
Revolt

1305

1306

-

Section VI.-The Scotch War of Independence, 1306—1342

[Authorities.—Mainly the contemporary English Chroniclers and state
documents for the reigns of the three Edwards. John Barbour’s “ Bruce,” the
great legendary storehouse for his hero’s adventures, is historically werthless.
Mr. Burton’s is throughout the best modern account of the time.];

{

To obtain a clear view of the constitutional struggle between
the kings and the baronage, we have deferred to its close an
account of the great contest which raged throughout the whole
period in the north.

With the Convocatioh of Perth the conquest and settlement
of Scotland seemed complete. Edward ., in fact, was preparing
for a joint Parliament of the two nations at Carlisle, when the
conquered country suddenly sprang'again to arms under Robert
Bruce, the grandson of one of the ocmginal claimants of the
crown. The Norman house of Bruce formed a part of the
Yorkshire baronage, but it had acquired through intermarriages
the Earldom of Carrick and the Lordship of Annandale. Both
the claimant and his son had been pretty steadily on the English
side in the contest with Balliol and Wallace, and Robert had
himself been trained in the English court, and stood high in
the King’s favour, But the withdrawal of Balliol gave a new
force to his claims upon the crown, and the discovery of an
intrigue which he had set on foot with the Bishop of St.
Andrews so roused Edward’s jealousy that Bruce fled for his
life across the border. In the church of the Grey Friars at
Dumfries he met Comyn, the Lord of Badenoch, to whose
treachery he attributed the disclosure of his plans, and after
the interchange of a few hot words struck him with his dagger
to the ground. It was an outrage that admitted of no for-
giveness, and Bruce for very safety was forced to assume the
crown six weeks after in the Abbey of Scone. The news roused
Scotland again to arms, and summoned Edward to a fresh contest
with his unconquerable foc. But the murder of Comyn had
changed the King’s mood to a terrible pitilessness ; he threatened
death against all concerned in the outrage, and exposed the
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Countess of Buchan, who had set the crown on Btupt;’s hcad, Sec. VI
in a cage or open chamber built for the purpose in one of the TimsScorcu

AR OF

towers of Berwick. At the solemn feast which celebrated his Ioermvo-

son’s knighthood Edward vowed on the swan, which formed e
the chief dish at the banquet, to devote the rest of his days 1342

SEAL OF ROBERT BRUCE, KING OF SCOTS.

to exact vengeance from the murderer himself. But even at
the moment of the vow, Bruce was already flying for his life
- to the western islands. “Henceforth,” he had said to his wife
at their coronation, “thou art queen of Scotland and I king.”
“I fear,” repl:ed Mary Bruce, “we are only pléying at royalty,

p ‘E Ly
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Sec. VI

like children in their games.” The play was soon turned into

~TueScorcn bitter earnest. A small English force under Aymer de Valence -

War oF

Inoerene- sufficed to rout the disorderly levies which gathered round the

1306
TO

1342

1307

Robert
Bruce

new monarch, and the flight of Bruce left his followers at- Edward’s
mercy. Noble after noble was hurried to the block. ' The Earl

~ of Athole pleaded kindred with royalty; “ His only privilege,”

burst forth the King, “shall be that of being hanged on a
higher gallows than the rest.” Knights and priests \\Qere strung
up side by side by the English justiciars; while the wife and
daughter of Robert Bruce were flung into prison.. Bruce himself
had offered to capitulate to Prince Edwe‘rrd; but the offer only
roused the old king to fury. “Who is so bold,” he cried, “ as
to treat with our traitogs without our knowledge?” and rising
from his sick-bed he led his army northwards to complete the
conquest. But the hand of death was upon him, and in the
very sight of Scotland the old man- breathed his last at Burgh-
upon-Sands.

The death of Edward arreqted only for a moment the advance
of his army to the north. The Earl of Pembroke led it across
the border, and found himself master of the country without
a blow. Bruce’s career became that of a desperate adventurer,
for even the Highland chiefs in whose fastnesses he found shelter
were bitterly hostile to one who claimed to be King of their
foes in the Lowlands. It was this adversity that transformed -
the murderer of Comyn into the noble leader of a nation’s
cause., Strong and of commanding presence, brave and genial
in temper, Bruce bore the hardships of his career with a courage
and . hopefulness which never failed. In the legends which
clustered round his name we see him listening in Highland
glens to the bay of the bloodhounds on his track, or holdmg
smgle-handed a pass against a crowd of savage clansmen
Somttxmes the little band which clung to him were forced to

port themselves by hunting or fishing, sometimes to break
up for safety as their enemies tracked them to the lair. Bmue e
himself had more than once to fling off his shirt of maxl*ﬁld '
scramble barefoot for very life np ﬁxc crags. thﬁe by m
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the Lowland barons to rally again to the Bruce, and his daring TaeScoren
gave hedrt to the King's cause.

James Douglas, the darling of Scotch story, was the first of

R OF

Sec. VI
. . w
Once he surprised his own Inveeesn-
house, which had been given to an Englishman, ate the dinner
which had been prepared for its new owner, slew his captives,
castle gate.

ENCE
on fire.

1306
and tossed their bodies on to a pile of wood gathered at the
might mingle with their blood, and set house and woodpile

TO
1342
Then he staved in the wine-vats that the wine

A terrible ferocity®mingled with heroism in the work
of freedom, but the revival of the country went steadily on.

STIRLING CASTLE.

Sleser, ** Theatrum Scotie,” 1693.

Bruce’s “harrying of Buchan” after the defeat of its Earl, who
of success.

had joined the English army, at last fairly turned the tide

Edinburgh, Roxburgh, Perth, and most of the Scotch
fortresses fell one by one into King Robert’s hands. The clergy
met in council and owned him as their lawful lord. Gradually the
Scotch barons who still held to the English cause were coerced
into‘, submission, and Bruce found himself strong enough to invest
Stirling, the last and the most important of the Scotch fortresses
which held out for Edward.

1313
Stirling was in fact the key of Scotland, and its danger
~roused England out of its civil strife to a vast effort for the
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' recovery of its prey. Thirty thousand horsemen formed 'the
Tusﬂom fighting part of the great army which followed Edward to
’"W‘"" the north, and a host of wild marauders had been| summoned

!306 from Ireland and Wales to its support. The army which Bruce
1342 had gathered to oppose the inroad was formed zlmost wholly
Bannock of footmen, and was stationed to the south of Stirling on a
J:,',’:;, rising ground flanked by a little brook, the Bannock burn which
1314  gave its name to the engagement. Again twc systems of
warfare were brought face to face as they had been brought

at Falkirk, for Robert, like Wallace, drew up his force in

solid squares or circles of spearmen. The"English were dispirited

at the very outset by the failure of an attempt to relieve Stirling,

and by the issue of a single combat between Bruce and Henry

de Bohun, a knight who bore down upon him as he was riding

peacefully along the front of his army. Robert was mounted

on a small hackney and held only a light battle-axe in his
hand, but, warding off his opponent’s spear, he cleft his skull

with so terrible a blow that the handle of the axe was shattered

in his grasp. At the opening of the battle the English archers

were thrown forward to rake the Scottish squares, but they were
without support and were casily dispersed by a handful of.
‘horse whom Bruce had held in reserve for the purpose. The
body of men-at-arms next flung themselves on the Scottish
front, but their charge was embarrassed by the narrow space
along which the line was forced to move, and the steady re-

sistance of the squares soon threw the knighthood into disorder.

“The horses that were stickit,” says an exulting Scotch writer,
“rushed and reeled right rudely.” In the moment of failure

the sight of a body of camp-followers, whom they mistook

for reinforcements to the enemy, spread panic through the

English host. It broke in a headlong rout. Its thousands

of brilliant horsemen were soon floundering in pits which had
guarded the level ground to Bruce’s left, or riding in wild haste

for the border. Few however were fortunate enough to reach -

it. Edward himself, with a body of five hundred lmiglm,

succeeded in escaping tthmbarmdthem. But the flower

of his knighthood fcll into the hnds of the v:ﬁon, Mﬂn
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folk' as they fled. For centuries after, the rich plunder of the s vi

English camp left its traces on the treasure and vestment TisScorci
rolls of castle and abbey throughout the Lowlands. Indhene:
Terrible as was the blow England could not humble herself !236
to relinquish her claim on the Scottish crown. With equal 1342
pertinacity Bruce refused all negotiation while the royal title d'rie— 1;-
was refused to him, and steadily pushed on the recovery of e:?::_no;

his southern dominions. Berwick was at last forced to surrender, Scotland
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SIEGE OF CARLISLE BY THE SCOTS, A.D. 1315.
Initial letter of Edward 1L's charter to Carlisle, 1316.
Archaological Journal.

and held against a desperate attempt at its recapture; while
barbarous :forays of the borderers under Douglas wasted North-
umberland. Again the strife between the Crown and -the
baronage was suspended to allow the march of a great English
army to the north; but Bruce declined an engagement till the
wasted Lowlands starved the invaders into a ruinous retreat.
The failure fqrced” England to stoop to a truce for thirteen 1323
years, in the ﬁ%\:gotiation of which Bruce was suffered to take the
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royal title. But the truce ceased legally with Edward’s de-

position. Troops gathered on either side, and Edward Balliol,
a son of the former king John, was solemnly rqceived as.a
vassal-king of Scotland at the English court. Robért was dis-
abled by leprosy from taking the field in person, bdt the insult
roused him to hurl his marauders again over the border under
Douglas and Randolph. An eye-witness has painted for us
the Scotch army, as it appeared in this campaign: “It consisted
of four thousand men-at-arms, knights and esquires, we&l mounted,
besides twenty thousand men bold and hardy, -armed after the
manner of their country, and mountefl upon little hackneys
that are never tied up or dressed, but turned immediately after
the day’s march to paeture on the heath or in the fields. .
They bring no carriages with them on account of the mountains
they have to pass in Northumberland, neither do they carry
with them any provisions of bread and wine, for their habits
of sobriety are such in time-of war, that they will live for a
long time on flesh half-sodden without bread, and drink the
river water without wine. They have therefore no occasion for
pots or. pans, for they dress the flesh of the cattle in their skins
after they have flayed them, and being sure to find plenty of
them in the country which they invade, they carry none with ‘
them. Under the flaps of his saddle each man carries a broad
piece of metal, behind him a little bag of oatmeal: when they
have eaten too much of the sodden flesh and their stomach
appears weak and empty, they set this plate over the fire,
knead the meal with water, and when the plam is hot -put
a little of the paste upon it in a thin cake like a biscuit which
they eat to warm their stomachs. It is therefore no wender
that they perform a longer day’s march than other soldiers.”
Against such a foe the English troops who marched under
their boy-king to protect the border were utterly helpless. At
one ‘time the army lost its way in the va,it border waste ; at
another all traces of the enemy had disappeared, and an offer
of knighthood and a hundred marks was made to any who '
could tell wherc the Scots were encamped. But when Wnd e
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at intercepting him by a clever retreat. The English levies
broke hopelessly up, and a fresh foray on Northumberland
forced the English court to submit to peace. By the Treaty
of Northampton the independence of Scotland was formally
recognized, and Bruce acknowledged as its king.

The pride of England, however, had been too much ayoused by
the struggle to bear easily its defeat. The first result of the treaty
was the overthrow of the government which concluded it, a result

WEST DOOR OF ELGIN CATHEDRAL.
Early Fourteenth Century.

hastened by the pride of its head, Roger Mortimer, and by his
exclusion of the rest of the nobles from all share in the administra-
tion of the realm. The first efforts to shake Roger’s power were
- unsuccessful : a league headed by the Earl of Lancaster broke up
without result ; and the King's uncle, the Earl of Kent, was
actually brought to the block, before the young King himself inter-
fered in the struggle. Entering the Council chamber in Notting-
ham Castle, with a force which he had introduced through a secret
passage in the rock on which it stands, Edward arrested Mortimer
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veeiedhﬁeﬁnghshs:dé : the death of Bruce on ayearahtthé
Treaty of Northampton | left the Scottish throne to a child of but ,
eight years old, and the autemal difficulties of the realm broke out
in civil strife. . To the great ‘barons on either side the border the
late peace invol‘ed serious losses, for: Wof the Scotch houpes
held large estates in England, as many ‘of . the English lords held
- large estates in Scotland ; and although the,tmdty had provnded
for their claims, they had in each case been pra;twaliy set aside.
It is this discontent of the ba(ons at the new settlernent whlch ex-
plains the sudden success of Edward Balliol in his snatch

Scottish throne. In spite of King Edward’s prohibition, he Imied
from England at the head of & body of nobles who claimed estates
in the north, landed on the shores of - Fxfe, and, after repulsing
.with immense loss an army which *attacked ‘him near Perth, was
crowned at Scone, while David Bruce fled helplessly to France.
- Edward had given no open aid to thétmérpnse, but the crisis
tempted his ambition, and he demanded and obtained from Ballml
an acknowledgement of the English suzerainty. The admowledge-
ment, however, was fatal to Balliol himself. He w at once
driven from his r m, and Berwick, which he had agreed to sur-
render to EdWard, ‘was strongly garrisoned Wﬁm Enghsh
attack. The town wassoonbeswged,butl ‘armytmda-
the regent Douglas, brother to the famous Sir } advanced to
its relief, and attacked a covering force, which was encay:ped on
thcstmng position of Hahdon Hill. The Engljnhhﬂmm ‘how-
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part. As Scotland, it had its chancellor, chamberlain, aqd other
officers of State ; and the peculiar heading of Acts of Parliament
enacted for England “and the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed ” still
preserves the memory of its peculiar position. Balliol was restored
to his throne by the conquerors, and his formal cession of the
Lowlands to England rewarded their aid. During the next three
years Edward persisted in the line of policy he had adopted, re-
taining his hold over Southern Scotland, and aiding his sub-king
Balliol in campaign after campaign against the despairing efforts
of the nobles who still adhered to the house of Bruce. His

BEEWICK UPON-TWEED
After J. M. W. Turner.

perseverance was all but crowned with success, when the outbreak
of war with France saved Scotland by drawing the strength of
England across the Channel. The patriot party drew again to-
gether. Balliol found himself at last without an adherent and
withdrew t({ the Court of Edward, while David returned to his
kingdom, and won back the chief fastnesses of the Lowlands.
The freedom of Scotland was, in fact, secured. From a war of
conquest and patriotic resistance the struggle died into a petty
strife between two angry neighbours, which became a mere episode
in the larger coht.cst between England and France.
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Section I.—-Edward the Thnrd 1336-—1360 i

 [Authorities.—The coqpludmg part of the chronicle of 'Walter of Hemin-
burgh or Hemnigford seems to have been jotted down as news of the passing
events reached its author ; it ends at the battle of Crécy. ‘Hearne has pub-
lished another contemporary account by Robert of Avesbury, which closes in
1356. A third account by Knyghton, a canon of Leicester, will be found in
the collection of Twysden. At the end of this century and the beginning of the
next the annals that had been camedoamtheAbbeyof St. Albans ‘were
~ thrown togethér by Walsingham in the “ Historia Anglicana ” which bears his
name, a cmgﬁhuog whose history is given in the prefaces to the “ Chronica

~ Monasterii Mbaﬁ'@oﬂs Series). Rymer’s “ Foedera” is rich in documents
for this period, and from this time we have a storehouse of political and social
:information in the Parliamentary Rolls. Fmﬁm?mchmiztncﬁmgﬁmﬂv
authomyuﬂ:erromcled]ehanleBel,acanonoﬁS. Lutbntof ;

hadhwwvedmr.dmdscmm against ‘and !
ofh:siiﬁl&ﬂwconrtofjohnofﬁuwﬂt. Up to

. “hisoldageaﬁ:quigabk
Fwndmiampa&iu F
tails; as an.
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of conquered and conquerors into an English people was markegq
by the disuse, even amongst the nobler classes, of the French
tongué In spite of the efforts of the grammar schools, and of the
;strength of fashion, Knglish was winning its way throughout the
reign of Edward the Third to its final triumph in that of his grand-
son. “Children in school,” says a writer of the earlier reign, “ against
the usage and manner of all other nations, be compefled for to
leave their own language, and for to construe their lessons and
“their things in French, and so they have since Normans first came

into England. Also gentlemen’s children be taught to speak-

French from the time that they be rocked in their cradle, and

SCHOOL, A.D. 1338—1344.
MS.,. Bodl. Misc, 264.

know how to speak and play with a child’s toy ; and up.landish (or
country) men will liken themselves to gentlemen, and strive with
; great busyness to speak French for to be more told of.” “ This
manner,” adds a translator of Richard’s time, “was much used
before the first murrain (the plague of 1349), and is since somewhat
changed ; for John Cornwal, a master of grammar, changed the
lore 'in grammar school and construing of French into English ;
and Richara encrych learned this manner of teaching of him, as
others did of Pencrych. So that now, the year of our Lord, 1383,
and of the second King Richard after the Conquest nine, in all
. the grammar ‘schools of England children leaveth French, and con-
strueth and learneth in English” A more formal note of the
. vchange is found \when English was ordered to be used in courts of

! law in 1363 9 hedauaethe French tongue is much unknown * and
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in the following year it was employed by the Chancellor in open-
ing Parliament. Bishops began to preach in English, and the
English tracts of Wyclif made it once more a literary tongue.
This drift towards a general use of the national tongue told power-
fully on literature. The influence of the French romances every-
where tended to make French the one literary language at the
opening of the fourteenth century, and in England this influence
had been backed by the French tone of the court of Henry the
Third and the three Edwards. But at the close of the reign of

CHAPEL ON WAKEFIELD BR
Early Fourteenth Century.
Archeological Journal.

IDGE.

Edward the Third the long French romances needed to be trans-
lated even for knightly hearers. “Let clerks indite in Latin,”
says the author of the “ Testament of Love,” “and let Frenchmen
in their French also indite their quaint terms, for it is kindly to
their mouths ; and let us show our fantasies in such wordes as
we learned of our mother’s tongue.” But the new national life
afforded nobler material than “ fantasies” now for English litera-
ture. With the completion of the work of national unity had come
the completion of the work of national freedom. Under the first
Edward the Parliament had vindicated its right to the control of
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taxation, under. the second it had advanced from the removal of  Suc.1
ministers to the deposition of a King, under the third it gave its Emmn

£ THIRD
voice on questions of peace and war, controlled expenditure, 1336
U ot TO
~and regulated the course of civil 1360

administration. The vigour . of
English life showed itself socially
in the wide extension of com-
merce, in the rapid growth of the
woollen trade, and the increase of
manufactures after the settlement
of Flemish weavers on the eastern
coast; in the progress of the
towns, fresh as they were from
the victory of the craft-gilds ; and
in the developement of agricul-
ture through the division of lands,
and the rise of the tenant far-
mer and the frecholder. It gave
nobler signs of its activity in the
spirit of national independence
and moral earnestness which
awoke at the call of Wyclif.
New forces of thought and feel-
ing, which were destined to tell
on every age of our later history,
broke their way through the crust

. . .« g WINCHESTER MARKET CROSS.
of feudalism in the socialist re- Bullt vemps. Edward 111,

volt of the Lollards, and a sudden .
burst of military glory threw 1ts glamour wer the age of Crécy
and Poitiers.
It is ﬂus t»ew gladnels of a great. people which utters it- cpaucer
self in thb verse of Geoffrey Chaucer. Chaucer was born about 1340-1400

1340, the son of a London vintner who lived in Thames Street
and it was in C don that the bulk of his life was spcnt. His

g oﬂgiscareerwcﬁnd Ghaucerm close con-
At sixteen he was made page to the wife
ce ; at nineteen he ﬁrsthmearmshﬂqe !
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