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even if justic;e was administered by his master's reeve it wa: ad
ministered in the presence and with the assent of his fellow
townsmen. , The bell which swung out from the town tower 
gathered the burgesses to a common meeting, where they could 
exercise right of free speech and free deliberati n on their own 
affairs. Their merchant-gild over its ale-feast regulated trade, 
oi tributed the sums due from the town among the different 
burgesses, looked to the due repairs of gate and wall, and acted, in 
fact, pretty much the same part as a town-council of to-day. Not 
only, too, were the e right secured by custom from the first, but 
they were con t~ntly widening as time went on. Whenever we get 
a glimp of the inner history of an English town, we find the same 
peaceful revolution in prugre' 5, service di 'appearing through 
disuse or omi sion, while privileg and immunities are being 
purcha ed in hard cash. The lord of the town, whether he were 
king, baron, or abbot, was comm nly thriftless or poor, and the 
capture of a noble, or the campaign of a sovereign, or the building 
of SOme new minster by a prior, brought about an appeal to the 
thrifty burghers, who were ready to fill again their ma ter's treasury 
at the price of the strip of parchment which gave them freedom of 
trade, of justice, and of government. omctime. a chance story 
light up' for us thi !> work of emancipation. At Leice ter one of 
the chief aims of its burgesses was to rc:gain their old English trial 
hy compurgation, the rough predece Sor of trial by jury, which had 
been aboli hed by the Earls in favour of the foreign trial by battle 
"It chanced," says a charter of the place, "that two kin men, 
Nicholas the son of Ac n, and Geoffrey the son of ichola, waged 
a du I about a certain piece of land, concerning which a dispute 
had ari n b tween them; and they fought from the fir t to the 
ninth hour, each conquering by turn . Then one of them fleeing 
from the ther till he came to a certain little pit, as he toad on the 
brink of the pit, and was abnut to fall th<>rein, his kin man said to 
him' Tak care of the pit, turn back Ie t thou houlde t fall into 
it.' Thereat 0 much clamour and noi e was made by the by
standers and tbo~ who were sitting around, that the Earl heard 
these clamours as far off as the castle, and he inquired of orne how 
it was there was such a clamour, and answer was made to him that 
two kinsmen were fighting about a certain I'iece of g~ound, and 
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that one had fled till he reached a certain little pit, and that as he 
stood over the pit and wa ab ut to ( II into it the oth r warn d 
him. Th n the t wnsmen being mov d with pity made a c venant 
with the Earl that they should give him thr epence y arly for each 
hou e in the High treet that had a gable, n condi ion that he 
should grant to them that th twenty-four jurors who wer in 
Leice ter from ancient time should from that tim forward di. cuss 
and decide all pi a they might have among them e' os." For the 
mo t part the liberties of our towns were bought in this way, by 

A,stu RHI, t.",). /fm. /11., ill PII61il R.14r.J (>jJiu. 

sheer hard bargaining. The earliest English charters, ave that of 
London, date from the year when the trea ury of] lenry the First 
was drained by his lorman wars i and grants of municipal liberty 
made professedly by the Angevins are probably the re ·tllt of their 
costly employment of mercenary troop . At th clo ' , however, 
of the thirteenth century, thi truggle for emancipation W.LS nearly 
over. The larger towns had secured the admini tratjon of justice 
in their own borough-courts, the privilege of self-government, and 
the control of their own trade, and their liberties and charter ' 
served as model and incentives to the smaller communities which 
were struggling into life. 

During the progress of this outer revolution, the inner life of 
the English town was in the same quiet and hardly consciou way 
developing itself from the common form of the life around it into a 
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form ' especially its own. Within as without the ditch or stockade 
which formed the earliest boundary of the borough, land was from 
the fir t the te t of freedom, and the posse sion of land was what 
c nstituted the townsman. We may take, perhaps, a foreign 
instance to illustrate this fundamental point in our municipal 
history. When Duke Berthold of Zahringen resolved to found 
Freiburg, his" free town," in the Brisgau, the mode he adopted was 
to gather a group of traders together, and to give each man a 
plot of ground for his freehold round what was de tined to be the 
market-place f the new community. In England the landless man 
who dwelled in a borough had no hare in its curporate life; for 
purpo es of government or property th; town was simply an ao;-
ociation of the landed proprietor within i~ bound ; nor wa there 

anything in this a ociation, as it originally existed, which could 
be con idered peculiar or exceptional. The constitution of the 
English town, however different it form may have afterwards 
become, wa at fir t simply that of the people at large. \\ e ha\'e 
· een that among the German race ociety rested on the basis of 
the family, that it was the family who fought and settled side b'), 
· ide, and the kin folk who were bound together in ties of mutual 
responsibility to each other and to the law. As society became 
more complex and les tatinnary it neees arily outgrew the e 
imple tie of blood, and in England this di~ olution of the family 

bond seem to have taken place at the ery time \\hen Dani h 
incur ion and the growth of a feudal temper among the noble., 
rendered an isolated exi tence mo t peri lou for the freeman. His 
only re ource wa to k protection among his fellow-freemen , and 
to replace the old r brotherho d of the kin folk by a \'oluntary 
as.ociation of hi nein-h ur. for the same purpose. of ord I' and 
· elf-defence. The tendency to unite in . uch ' frith-gilds' or peace
clubs bee me general throughout Europe during the ninth and 
tenth centuries, but 0 the ontinent it wa roughly met and 
repres cd. The. ucce or' of harle the Great enact d pcnaltie 
of s ourging, n e- litting, and banishment again t voluntary union, 
and even a l~gue of the poor p a. ants of Gaul against the inroad 
of the northmcn wa suppres. d by the \\' I'd ' of'the FrankLh 
nobles. In England the attitude of the Kings was utterly different. 
The system kno vn at a later time a 'frank-pledge,' or free 
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engagement of neighbour for neighboui". wa accepted after the Danish 
wars as the base of social order. '..Ifred recognized the common 
responsibility of the member of the frith-gild' 'id by side with 
that of the kinsfolk, and .tEthelstan accepted ' frith-gilds' as a 
constituent element f borough life in the Dooms of London. 

The frith-gild , then, in the earlier English tOW1 , was precisely 
similar to the frith-gilds which formed the basis of social order in 
the country at large. An oath of mutual fidelity am ng its mem
bers was substituted for the tie of blo d, while the -gild-fea. t, held 
once a month in the common hall, replaced the gathering f the 
kin folk round their family hearth. But · within this new family 
the aim of the frith-gild was to establish a mutual responsibility as .. 
clo e as that of the old. "Let all share the same J t ," ran it · law; 
" if any misdo, let all bear it." A member could look for aid from 
his gild-brothers in atoning for any guilt incurred by mishap. He 
could call on them for assistance in case of violence or wrong: if 
falsely accused, they appeared in court as his compurgators; if 
poor they supported, and when dead they buried him. On the 

SEAL OF EXETER, c. 1170. 
GiYing view of Cuildh"U. 

C.llect;",. .f Soc;.I)' of AnUq1tar/es. 

other hand, he a 
re ' ponsibJe to them , 
as they wcre to the 

tate, for order and 
obedience to the Jaws. 
A wrong of brother 
against brother was 
al 0 a wrong against 
the general body of the 
gild, and was punished 
by fine, or in the last 
resort by expulsion, 
which left the offender 
a 'lawless' man and an 
outcast. The one dif
ference between these 
gilds in country and 
town was, that in the 

. latter case, from their close local neighbourhood, they tended inevit-
ably to coalesce. Under Aithelstan the London gilds united into 
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one for the purpose of carryin ('ut more effectually their commnn 
aims, and at a later time we find the gilds of Berwick enacting 
"that where man, bodie arc found side by side in 01e place they 
may become one, and have one will, and in the deal-ints of ne with 
another have a strong and hearty love." The pr cess \Va IJf bably 
a long and difficult one, for the brotherhoods naturally differed 
much in ocial rank, and even after the union was effected we see 
traces of the separate exi. tence to a certain extent 0 s me one or 
more of the wealthier or more aristocra ic gilds. In London, for 
instance, the Cnihten-gild, which seem 0 have sto d at the head 
of its fellows, retained for a long time its cpa rate property, while 
its Alderman-as the c"ief officer of each gild was called- became 
the lderman of the united gild of the whole city. In anterbury 
we find a similar gild of thegns from which the chief officers of the 
town seem commonly to have been elected. Imperfect, how ver, 
as the union might be, when once it was effected the town pa d 

from a mere coHection 
of brotherhoods into a 
powerful and organized 
community, who e char
acter was inevitably ae
termined by the circu n
stances of it origin. In 
their beginnings ur 
borough seem to have 
been mainly gatherings 
of persons engaged in 
agricultural pursuits; the 
first oom of London 
provide especially for the 
recovery of cattle belollg-

SEAL OF GILD MERCIlA.Wr, GLOUCF.STF.R, c. 1200. 

e"rrat'h'r leltt OJ' Mr. W. fJ. S I. j o"" 110#. jng to the citizens. But 
as the increasing security 

of the country invited the farmer r the squire to settle apart 
in his own fields, and the growth of e. tatc and trade told on 
the towns themselves, the difference between town and country 
became more sharply defined. London, of course, took the lead in 
this new deveIopement of civic life. Even in IEtheIstan's dayevcry 
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L ndon merchant who had made three long voyages on his own 
account ranked as a thegn. Its' lithsmen,' or shipmen's-gild , were 
of sufficient importance under Harthacnut to fi gure in the election 
of a king, and its principal street still tells of the rapid growth of 
trade, in the name of 'Cheap-side,' or the bargaining place. But 
at the Norman onquest the commercial tendency had become 
universal. The name given to the united brotherhood is in almost 

very case no longer that of the' town-gild.' but of the ' merchant
gild.' 

This social change in the character of the townsmen produced 
imp rtant result in the character of their municipal instituti ns. 

A B KER A~ HI OVKN- R, A. n II KP.R llR \\' . TO TUE PTLLORY 
\V'TIl SHORT-WEICHT LOAF TlEll TO illS XECK • 

• lIZ;'" r.",·, • .. Ed. t (C.~mll ... f L.",f",,). 

In becoming a merchant-gild th b dy of citizens who formed the 
• town' enlarged their powers of civic legislatIOn by applying them 
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to the control ' of their int('rnal trade. It became their special 
business to obtain from the 'I'own, 01" from ' their lords, wider 
commercial privileges, right· of c inage, grants of £ lis, and exemp
tion from toll ; while within the town itself they fram d regulations 

as to the sale and quality of goods, the control of markets, and the 
recovery of -debt . yet more important r ult prang from the 
increase of population which the gro vth of wealth and industry 
brought with it. The mass of the new settler , compo!';cd as they 

TAVERN, A.D. 1338--1344. 
MS. Bodl . .1Ii". -6.4. 

were of escaped serfs, of traders without landcd holdings, of families 
who had lost their riginal I t in the borough, and generally of the 
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arti. ans and' the po r, had no part in thc actual life of the town. 
The right of trade and of the rcgulation of trad , in common with 
all othcr ~ rms of juri diction, I'ay wholly in the hands of the landed 
burghers wh m we havc described. By a natural process, too, their 

superiority in wealth produced a frc h division betwcen the 
• burghers' of the merchant-gild and the unenfranchised mass 
around them. Th ame change which evered at Florence the 
seven Greater Arts, or trades, fr m the fourtcen Lesser rt., and 
which raised the three occupation of banking, the manufacture 
and the dyeing of cloth, to a position of upcriority even within· 

thc privileged circle of th even, told, thou h with Ie forc, on 
the Engh h bor ugh '. Th bur h r - fthe merchant-crild crraduall)' 
concentrated thcms h' s on the greater op rati n of commerce, n 
trade. which required a larger capit I, while the m aner mploy
ment. of gen ral traffic were aband n d to th it p r r n ighbour:. 
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Thi advance in the division of labour is marked by such sever
ances as we note i 1 the thirter.nth century of the cloth merchant 
from the tailor, or the leather m rchant from the Qutcher. But the 
re ult of thi everance wa all-important in it influence n the 

c 
con titution of our towns. The members of the trade thus aban
doned b the wealthier burghers formed them elves into raft
gild, which oon roo e into dangerous rivalry with the original 
Merchant-gild of the town. A seven year' apprentice hip formed 
the nece ary prelude to full member hip of any trade-gill!' Theil' 
regulations were of the minute t character; the quality and value 
of ,,'ork wa rigidly pre cribed, the hours of toil fixed ' fr m day
break to curfew," and strict provision made against competiti?n in 
labour. t each meeting of these gild their m robers gathered 

WEIGI!ING AND LADING, A.D. 1338- 1344 . 
. US. Oodl. ,Ifill. ;>6. 

round the Craft-box, which contained the rule of their society, and 
tood with bar d heads as it was open d. Th warden and a 

quorum of gild-brothers formed a court which enC fred the ordin
ances of the gild, inspected all work done by its members, confis
cated unlawful tools or unworthy goods i and disobedience to their 
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order was punished by fines, or in the last resort by expulsion 
which involved the loss of right to trade. A common fund was 
raised by contributions among the members, which not only pro
vided for the trade objects of the gild, but sufficed to found chantries 
and masses, and set up painted windows in the churcJ:1 of their 
patron saint. Eve~ at the present day the arm of the craft-gild 
may often be seen blazoned in cathedrals side by side with those 
of prelat and of kings. But it was only by slow degrees that they 
ro e to such a height as this. The first steps in their existence 
were the most difficult, for to enable a trade-gild to carry out its 
objects with aJ y succe s, it was first necessary that the whole body 
of craft men belonging' to the trade should be compelled to belong 
to it, and 'econdly, that a legal control ove' the trade itself should 
be secured to it. A royal charter 
wa indispen able for these pur
po e , and over the grant of 
these charters took place the 
first struggle with the merchant
gild, which had till then solely 
exercised jurisdiction over trade 
within the boroughs. The 
weaver I who were the fir t 
trad -gild to secure royal sanc
tion in the reign of H nry the 
Fir t, wer still engaged in the 

nte t for xi tence a. late a 
the rci 'TIl of John when the 
citizen' f L ndon bought for 
a lime the , uppr . i n of their 
gild. Even und r th h use of 
Lancasl r, Ex ter wa nbaged 
in resi:t ing the <:stablisltm nt 
of a tailors' gild. From the 

WIXULAS . 

wi)! Fourteenth .enlur)'. 
MS. I? ~J'. 10 E. ro. 

leventh century, however, the pread of the e ocieti went 
steadily n, and the control f trade pas 'ed from the merchant
gilds to the craft-gild '. 

It i' this struggle, to u e the technical tcnns f the time, of the 
"greater folk " against the " lesser folk," or of the "commune," the 
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general mass of the inhabitants, against the ., prudhomme '," or 
. wi er" few, which brought ab ut as it pas!:Icd from the regulation 

of trade to the general government of the to\ n, the great civic 
revolution of the thirteenth and fourteenth c no'uries. On the 
Continent, and. especially along the Rhine, tho s ruggle was a' 
fierce a the supremacy of the older burghers had been complete. 

NONEY·BQX OF CORDWAINERS OF 
OXFORD. 

An;Trl:%p''' { Jo",.""I. 

In Koln the craftsmen had been 
reduced to all but erfage, and 

• the merchant qf Brus els migbt 
box at his will the ear of" the 
man "rithout heart or honour who 
lives by his toiL" uch social 
tyral1ny of cia .. 0 r cla 's brought 
a century of bloodshed to the 
cities of Germany; but in Eng
land the tyranny of las ' over 
clas had been re trained by the 
general tenor of the law, and the 
revolution took for the m t part 
a milder form . The longest and 
bitterest trife of all was natu,J.lly 
at London. owhere had the 

territorial constitution truck root 0 deeply, and nowhere had the 
landed oligarchy risen to such a height of \,'ealth and influence. 
The city was divided into wards, each of which wa governed by 
an alderman drawn from the ruling class. In orne, indeed, the 
office seems to have become hereditary. The" magnate ' ," or 
"barons," of the merchant-gild advi Cd alone on all matters of 
civic government or trade regulation, and di tributed or a1 essed at 
their wj]J the revenues or burthens of the town. . uch a position 
afforded an opening for corruption and oppression of the most 
galling kind; and it eems to have been the general impression of 
the unfair assessment levied on the poor, and the undue burthcns 
which were thrown on the unenfranchised c1asse , which provoked 
the fir t serious discontent. William of the Long Beard, himself 
one of the governing body, placed himself at the hf'ad of a con
spiracy which numbered, in the terrified fancy of the burghers, 
fifty thousand of the craftsmen. His eloquence, his bold defiance 
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of the aldermen in the town-mote, gained him at any rate a wide 
popularity, and the crowds who surrounded him hailed him as "the 
saviour of the poor." One of his addresses is luckily preserved to 
LIS by a hearer of the time. In medi;:eval fashion he began with a 

I. 

text from the Vulgate, "Ye shall draw water with joy from the 
fountain of the Saviuur." "I," he began, "am the saviour of the 
poor. Ye poor men who have felt the weight of rich men's hands, 
draw 'from my fountain waters of .wholesome instruction and that 
with joy, for the time of your visitation i at hand. For I will 
divide the water from the water.. It is the people who are the 
waters, and I will divide the lowly and faithful folk from the proud 
and faithle folk; J will part the chosen from the reprobate as 
light from darkne 5." But it was in van. that by appeals to the 
King he trove to win royal favour for the popular cause. The 
upport of the moneyed classes was e sential to Richard in the 

co tly wars with Philip of France, and the Justiciar, Archbishop 
Hubert, after a moment of hesitation, i sued orders for hi arrest. 
\ illialll felled with an axe the fir·t soldier who advanced to eizc 
him, and taking refuge with a few followers in the tower of t.

o 

Iary-Ie-Bow, 'ummoned hi adherents to ri e. Hubert, however, 
who had already Rooded the city with troop, with bold contempt 
of the right of anctu'lry, et fire to the tower and forced \Villiam 
to urr nder. burgher's son, who"e father he bad 'Iain, stabbed 
him a h came forth, and with hi death the quarrel slumbered for 
more th n fifty years. 

o fllrth r movement, in fact, took place till the outbreak of the 
Bar n ' war, but the city had all throu h the interval been eething 
with dh; ontent; the unenfranchi ed craft men, under pretext of 
pr serving the peace, had united in secret frith-gild of their own, 
and mob: r 'e from tim to time to 'ack the house of foreigner 
and the wealthi r burgher. But it was not till the civil war began 
that the open c nte t r commenc d. The craftsmen forced their 
w y int the town-mote, and setting a 'ide the aldermen and 
magnll.t . chose Thomas Fitz-Thomas for th ir may r. Alth uO'h 
dissen 'ion till "aged during the r ign of the econd Edward, we 
may regard this I clion a. marking the final victory of the craft
gilds. Under his succe 'sor all conte t s ems to have ceased: 
charters h d be n granted to every trade, their ordinance formally 
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recognized and enrolled in the mayor's court, and distinctive 
liveries assumed to which they owed the 
name of "Livery Companies" which they 
still retain. The wealthier citizens, who 
found their old power broken, regained 
influence by enrolling thcmselves as mem
bers f the trade-gilds, and Edward the 
Third himself humoured the current of 
civic feeling by becoming a member of 
the gild of Armourers. This e ent marks 
the time wh(>n the government of our 
town had become more really popular 
than it ever again became till the Munici 
pal Reform Act of our own day. It had 
pa sed from the hands of an oligarchy 
into tho e of the middle classes, and there \ EST FRONT OF • PAUL s. 
wa nothing as yet to foretell the reac
tionary revolution by which the trade-gilds 

Early Fourteenth Century 
'!S. Lamkin, 1106 
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themselves became an oligarchy a narrow as that which they • 
bad depo ed. 

Section V. - The King and the Baronage, 1290 - 1327 

[Attllton·liu.- For Edward r. a before. For Edward II. we have three 
imp rtant contemporaries: on the King's side, Th mas de l:t fore (in Camden, 
" ngli a llrittanica, etc.',)' on that of the Uar n Trokelowe's Annals 
(publi h d hy the M. ter of the Roll ), and the Life by a monk of 1alme bury, 
print I by He, me. The short Chronicle b)' {urimuth is aI 0 contemporary in 
date. Hallam (" Middle Age ") bas illu trated the con titutional a pect of the 
time.) 

(f we turn again to the constitutional hi -tory f England fr m 
th acce. ion of Edward the Fir. t we find a proQ"Tcss not les rca I 
but chequercd with darker ici ·jtud than the pr gTes of our 
t wm" A great tran fer of p wer had been br ught about by the 
I ng struggle fOr the harter by th reform f E .. l.r! im n, and 
by the earlier 1 gi"lation of dward him elf. Hi c nc pti n of 
king. hip indeed W~ that of a ju t and religiou. II nry the econd, 
but his England was as dim rent from the England of I fenry as 
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the Parli ment f th onc was different from thc rCOlt ouncil of 
the other. In the rough rim S ot Robert of Glouc !'itcr wc rcad the 
impJe political cr d of th pcClplc at largc. 

" When the land through G d's grace to good pe c4 wa brought 
For' to ha\'e the old law the high men turned t.1 ir thought: 
For to have, as we aid er t, the g 1 old Law, 
The King made his charter and granted it with awe." 

But the pm 'cr which the Chart r had wrested from the rown 
fell not to the people but to th haronagc. Th farmer and the 
arti n, though th y could fight in orne great cri~i. fCir freedom. 
had as yet no wi h to int r~ r in the common task of govemm nt. 
The va t indu. trial chang in both t wn and country, which had 
begun uring the reign of 1 r 'nry th Third. and which continued 
with incr asing force during th:t.t of hi .. son, absorbcxl th energy 
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and attention of the trading classes. In agriculture, the inclosure 
of com mOl) lands and the introduction of the system of lease on 
the part f the great propri tors, coupled with the subdivision of 
estates which was facilitated by Edward's legi lati n, was gradually 
creating out of the mas es of rural bond 'men a new class of tenant 
farmers, whose whole energy wa ab orbed in their own great rise 
to social fr edom. The very cause which rendered the growth of 
municipal liberty .0 difficult, increased the wealth of the towns. 
T the trade with Norway and the Han e town of 'orth 

rmany, the IV I trade with Flanders, and the wine trade with 

Ga. cony, wa now add d a fast increasing c mmerc with Italy 
and . pain. Th gr t V n tian merchant (~11 yo' apl ar d on the 
English coo t, FloI' ntine rad rs. ctll d in 1h .outhem port, the 
bank rs of Flor nc and Lucc foil w d th se of ahor:>, who had 
air ady d alt a de.'\th-bJO\ t the u. ury f th J \\ .. But the 
wealth and indu. trial energy of the country wa:' shown, not only in 
the rio of a capitali:t c1a:~, but in a cr wei of ci\·il and ccl. iasti-
cal building which dj~tingui . h d thi 1 riod. hristian archit cture 
rc ched it high:; beaut ' in th pen in .dward' reign, a 
period marked by the compl ti n f th ahbey church of West-
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min ter and the exquisite r:athedral church at ali bury. An 
Engli h noble was proud to be tyl d ' an incomparable buUder," 
while ome trace ' of the art which wa ri ing aqo s the Alps 
perhap ' flowed in with the I alian ecclesiastic whom the Papacy 
was forcing on the Engli h hurch. In the abbey of W tmin ter 
the shrine of the onfessor, the mo aic pavement, and the painting 
on the wall of min ·ter and chapter-hou e, remind u f the cho I 
which were pringing up under Giotto and the I iSM. 

Lale in .he ourttcnlh CenIUry. 

But even had th i indu trial di traction n wanting th trad-
ing cia had no mind to c\dim any dircct part in the actual w rk 
of government. It was a work which, in d fault of the r wn, f, 11 
naturally, according t the ideas of the timc, t the Baronag . 
Con titutionally the po iti n of th EngJi h n bl . had now be
come e tabli ·hcd. A King could n longer makc laws or Icv}' 
taxcs r c\'cn mak war with ut the-ir a .'cnt. And in th 
Bar nagc thc nation r I :;cd an unw. v ring tru. L Th nobl of 

ngland werc no more the brutal foreigner from whose violence 
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the strong hand of a Norman ruler had been needed to protect his 
subjects; they were as English as the peasant or the trader. They 
had won English liberty by their swords. and the tradition of their 
order bound them ~o look on themselves as its natural guardians. 
At the close of the Baron' war, the problem which had so long 
tr ubI d the realm, the ]Jroblem of how to ensure its government in 
accordance with the 'harter, was olvcd by the transfer of th'e 
bu ine s of administration into the hands of a standing committee 
of the greater prelates and barons, acting as chief officers of tate 
in c njunction with pecially appointed ministers of the Crown. 
The b dy thus comp ed was known as the Continual Council ; 
and the quiet govertlment of the kingdom by the Council in the 
long interval between the death of Henr}r. the Third and his son's 
return hows how effective thi rul of the nobles was. It is 
significant of the new relation which they were to strive to estab
Ii h between themselves and the rown that in the brief which 
announced Edward's acces ion the ouncil as erted that the new 
m narch mounted his throne" by the will of the peers." The very 
form indeed of the new Parliament, in which the barons were. 
backed by the knights of the hire, elected for the most part under 
th ir influence and by the representative of the towns, still true 
to the tradition of the Baron' \ ar; the illC(ea ed frequency of 
thes ParHam ntar as emblie which gave npportunity for counsel, 
f, r party rganization, and a di tinct political ba e of action; 
above all, th new financial power which their control o\'er taxation 

nabled th m to x rt on the throne, ultimately plac d the rule of 
the n hies n a ba ' i l trong t be hakcn by the utmo t efforts 
of v n Edward him. elf. 

Fr m th first th Kin truggl d fruitle .Iy again t thi' over-
p w rin r)nAuenc ; and his ympathics mu t have be n stirred by 

ther it! r th hano I where the French 
kings w re cru hiner he l' \\' r f th {i'udal barQnage, and er cling 
a r ya[ despo i In n its ruin'. Edward watch d j alou'ly over 
the ground which the r \\'n had already gain d again t the 
nobl s. I' 11 \\ling th Ii y of II nry II . at the .. ry out ct of 
hi' r i n h imtitut I a c mmi si n f ~nquirr into the judicial 
fr nchi ' ,tilt xi ling. nd nits r p rt itinemnt ju tice' were 
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writs of ' quo warranto" were roughly met here and there. Earl 
\i arenne bared a ru ty word, and flung it on the justices' table. 
"This, sirs," he said, "is my , 'arrant. By th sword our fathers 
won their land when they came over with the onqtler r, and by 
the word we wiII keep them." But the King was far from limiting 
him elf to the plan of Henry II. ; he aimed further at neutraliz
ing the power of the nobles by rai ing the whole body of land
owner to the ame level; and a royal writ ordered all freeholder ' 
who held land of the, alue of twenty pound to receive knighthood 
at the King' hands. While the political influence f the baronage 
a a leading element in the nation m unted, ';n fact, the personal 
and purely feudal po, er of each individual on his estates a 

CAJll', A.D. 1338-'344-
4(S. Bldl. "lin, ~. 

steadily fell. Tlle hold which the Crown had gained 0\1 vcry n hi 
family by it rights of wardship and marriage, the circuits of the 
ro al judges, the ever narrowing bound,> within which bar nial 
ju fice was circumscribed, the ' blow dealt by 'cutage at their 
military power, the prompt intervention of the unci] in their 
feuds, ]0\\ cred the noble more and more t the lev 1 f th i r feU w 

subjects. Much yet remained to be done. Diffi r nt s the Eng
Ii h baronage, taken as a wh Ie, was fro·n a f, \ldal !loblesse like that 
of Germany or France, tJlerc is in every military cla' natural 
drift towards violence and lawlessness, which even the t rn justice 
of Edward found it difficult to repre s. Thr ughout hi' reign 
his strong hand was nc dcd to enforce ord r on warring nobles. 
Great earls, such a thO!;(! of Glouc ter and 11ercford, carried on 
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private war; in hropshire the Earl of Arundel waged his feud 
with Fulk I·itz Warine. To the lesser and poorer nobles the wealth 
of the trader, the long wain of goods as it pa ed along the high
way, was a tempting prey. Once, under cover of a mock tourna
ment of monks again:t canons, a band of country gentlemen 
succeeded in introducin~ themselves into the great merchant fair 
at Boston; at nightfall every booth was on fire, the merchants 
r bbcd and slaughter d, and the bootycarri d off to ships which lay 
read)' at the quay. treams of gold and silver, ran the tale of 
popular h rr r, flowed melted down the gutters to the sea; " all the 
mon y in <ugland could hardly make g~ t e lo ·s." Even at 
the clo e of Edwarci's reign lawless bands of "tr il-b stons," or 

CART, A.D. 1338-J344-
""S. 0""1. Misc. ~. 

club-m n, maintained th m· Iv: by gen ral 
in th ir ~ ud·, and \ reted 

Th 

B .t n maraudc ,an 
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money and good 
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Jews had grown rapidly in inten ity. But the royal protection bad 
never wa ered. Henry the econd had granted them the right of 
burial outside of every city where they dwelt. Rich rd lW.d 
punished heavily a rna acre of the Je\ s at York, and organized a 

A;. IRK ON TIi& JKWS OF ORWJClL 
1_. Roll, '7 Hr/<. 1If., P""lic Rtctmi OJ/fet.. 

mjxed court of Jews and Chri tians for the regi tration of their 
contracts. John suffered none to plunder them sav him elf, 
though he once wrested from them a sum equal to a year' revenue 

CHI1ROl IN LO 001'1 OR CONVEII.TRD JEWS. 
Built by Henry III . Drawn by latthew P.,.i:. 

MS. R".Y. '. C. til',.. 

of hi realm. The 
trouble of the 
next reign brought 
in a harvest greater 
than even the royal 
greed could reap; 
the J e, s grew 
wealthy nough to 
acquire e tate, and 
only a bur t of 
popular feelin v. pi -
v nled a I 'gal d -
ci'i n which would 
have enabled them 
to own fr ehold . 
Their pride and 
contempt of the 

superstitions around them broke out in the taunt. they levelled 
at processions as they passed their Jcwrie j sometimes as at 
Oxford in actual attacks upon them. Wild stories floated about 
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lri--------~--~--------------------------------~~------
among the peaple of children carried off to Jewish houses, to be 
circumcised or crucified, and a boy of Lincoln who was found 
slain in a Jewish house was canonized by popular reverence as 
"St. Hugh." The first work of the Friars was to settle in the 
Hebre~ quarters and attempt their conversion, but the tide of 
popular fury rose too fast for these gentler means of recon
ciliatio'l. When the Franciscans saved seventy Jews from death 
by their prayers to Henry the Third the populace angrily refused 

AARON OF COLCIlK TEl:. 

the brethren alms. The sack of Jewry 
after Jewry was the sign of popular hatred 
during the Barons' war. W ith its close, 
fell on the J ews the more terrible perse
cution of the la\~. ' tatute after statute 
hemmed them in. They were forbidder:. 
to hold real property, to employ Christian 
servants, to move through the streets 
withou t the two white table of wool 
on their breast wbkh di tinguished their 
race. They were prohibited frQIIl build" 
ing new ynagogue, or eating with 
Christians, or acting a physicians to 
them. Their trade, all' ady crippled by 
the rivalry of the bankers of Cahor , was 
annihilated by a royal order, whkh bade 

l;"'nr'pjl,~' R~:::'O}:'tf. I. them renounce usury under pain of death. 
At ]a t persecution could do no more 

and on the eve f hi struggle \'vith cotland, Edward, eager at 
the moment t find supplies for his treasur , and him elf wayed 
by th fanatici'm of his, ubjects bought th.c rant of a fifteenth 
from c1erg and Jai y by con enting to drive the Jew [rom hi 
rcalm. f th sixt en th usand \ 110 pre£; rr d exile to aposta y 
few r ached the shor s of France. Man were \ reeked others 
robbed ,n flung v rboard. n . hipmaster turncd out a crew 
of wealthy merchan on to n andbank, and bade th m call a 
new Moses to sa,' them fr m the ' a. From th time of Edward 
to that of romw 11 no J w 1 uched English !!r undo 

Sec. V 

THE Xure 
AND TH& 

BARONAGft 

1290 
TO 

1327 

o 'hare in the enormiti s whi h acc mpani d th expu!. ion Edward 
And the 

of the Jews can fall upon Edward for he n t only suffered tbe Baronage 



394 

THE RaNG 
AND THK 

BARO'NAGE 

1290 
TO 

132 7 

1294 

1297 

1297 

CHAP. 

fugitives to take their wealth , ith them, but puni 'hed , ith the 
balter tho e who plunder d th m at. . a. But the xpulsion wa ' 
none the Ie s cruel and the grant f a fifteenth made y the grate
ful Parliament proved but a poor ubstitute for the I .. which 
the royal tr a ury had ' u tined. The cotch war m r than e. -
hau ·ted the aid ' granted by th Parliament. The trea ury wi. 
utterly drained; the co tly fight with the Fr nch in Ga cony called 
for upplie ,hile the King wa planning a yet co tlk.r attack on 
northern France with the aid of Flander. It wa heer want 
which dro,'c Ed\ ard to tyrannou extorti .n. Hi' fir t bl w fell 

n the hurch; he had already demanded half their annual income 
fr m the clergy, and 0 terrible wa his \ rath at their r i ·tan , 
that the Dean f t. I~aul", who had st forth t r mon trate, 
dropped dead f sheer terror at hi v t. 'If an sc the 
King' demand," said a royal envoy, in the mid t f the on ca
tion, • let him tand uJ.> that h may be not d a an enemy to th 
King ' peace.' The outra ed churchmen f< 11 back n an un n
able plea that their aid was due olely to Rome, and pleaded a bull 

• of exemption, i ued y ])opc B niface II r. a gr und for re-
fu ing to comply with further taxation. ~dward met their r fu '" I 
by a general outlawry of th whole order. The King's cour 
were closed, and all ju tice d nied to tho who refus d th King 
aid. By their actual plea the cI rgy had put th m elv . formally 
in the wrong, and the outlawry soon forced them to submi 'i n, 
but their aid did little to recruit thc cxhausted treasury, while th 
pres urc of the war steadHy incre cd. Far wider m a 'ure ' f 
arbitrary tax tion were n cdful to equip an xpedition which 
Edward prepared to Icad in r ' n to Flanders. The country 
gentlem 0 were compelled to takc up knighthood, r to CCJIl' und 
for exemption from the burthensome h oour. F r d c ntribu
ti n ' of cattle and corn were d mallJ 'd fr m th counti··, and the 
export duty on wool-now th stapl produ c of the c untry- wa. 
raised to six times it former amount Th uO'h he infringed n 
po itive charter or statute, the w rk of the real 'harter and the 
Baron' war seemed suddenly to have be n und nco But the blow 
had no sooner been truck than Edward found him If powerless 
within hi!! r aIm. The baronage rou d itself to rc i tane . and the 
two greatest of the English nobles, Bohun, Earl of Hereford, and 
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Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, placed themselves at the head of the oppo
sition. Their protest against the war and the financial measures 
by which it \vas carried on, took the practical form of a refusal to 
lead a force .to Gascony as Edward's lieutenants, while he himself 
sailed for Fland r . They availed themselves of the plea that they 
were not bound t foreign service save in attendan~e on the King. 
"By God, ir Earl," swore the King to Big6d, "you shall either 
go or hang I" "By God, Sir King," was the cool reply," I will 
neither go nor hang! " Ere the Parliament he had convened could 
meet, Edward had discovered his own powerlessness, and, with one 

f tho 'e uddeu revulsions of feeling of which his nature was 
capable, he stood before his people in Westminster Hall and 
owned, with a burst of tear , that he h taken their sub tance 
without due warrant of law. His pas ionate appeal to their loyalty 
wre ted a reluctant as ent to the pro ecution of the war, but the 
crisi had taught the need of further s curities against the royal 
power. \ hile Edward wa till strugglil g in Flanders, the 
Primate, \ mcbel ey, joined the two Earls and the citizens of 
Lond n in forbidding any further levy of supplie till Edward a.t 

bent 01 mnly confirmed the harter with the new clau e added 
to il prohibiting th King from raising taxe sa e by general con
ent f the realm. At the df"mand of the Barons he renewed the 
'onfirmatioA in l299, when his attempt to add an eva ive clause 

sa ing the right of the rown pro ed the justice of their di trust. 
Tw y ar later a fre b gathering of the Barons in arms , r~ted 
from him th full execution of the harter of Fore t . The bitter
nes ' of his humiliation prey d on bim; he evaded his pledge to 
I n ne\ taxes on m rchandize by the ale to merchant of 

rtain pnvilc f trading; and a formal ab 'olution from hi 
pr mise' which he obtain d from the Pope 'howed his intention of 
reop ning the qu sti <; he had yi Id d. IIi ' hand wa ta ed, 
ho ever, by the fa al , trugglc with cotland which r vi ed in the 
rising of Robert Bruce, and the King's death bequeathed the 
conte t this \'orthle" son. 

Worthless, htlWev r, a Edward the Second morall might be, 
he wa~ far from being destitute of the intellectual power which 
seemed hereditary in the l'Jantag n to>. It wa his ettled purpose 
to fling If the y ke of the baronage, and the means by which he 
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de igned accompli hing hi lJurpo e was the choice of a mini. ter 
wholly dependent on the rown. \ 'e have already noticed the 
change by which the" clerk f the king's chap I,' who h d been 
the ministers of arbitrary government under the ormans and 

Angevin I bad been quietly ' uper eded by the prelal and lord 
-of the ontinual ounciL At the cl e of his father's reign, a 
direct demand on the part of the Baron to nominate the reat 
officers of state had been curtly rejected; but the royal choice had . 

been practically limited in 
the lection of its mini -
ter to the cia of pre} t s 
and nobl . I and, h wever 
clo ly c nn ctcd with r y
alty, such offic rs alway 
to a great extent shar d 
the f, eling an pini n 
of their ord r. It m t 
have be n tll aim of the 
younb King to undo the 
change which had been 
ilently brou",ht about, 

and to imitate the policy of the contemporary sovereign f 
France by choo ing . hi mini . t rs m n f an inferi r position, 
wholJy dependent on the rown for their pow r, and r pre-
sentatives of nothing but the policy and intercs of their master. 
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fiers Gaveston, a foreigner sprung from a family of Guienne, had 
been his friend and companion during his father's reign, at the 
close of which he had been banished from tl1 r'Calm for his share 
in~intrigues which had divided Edward from his son. At the ne\v 

II OIlN·PLAYER, A.D. 1338-134+ CITTERN· PL YER, A.D • 
• lfS. IJ4Jf. Misc. 26, . 

King' accession he wa at once recalled, created Earl of Cornwall,.. 
and placed at the head of the administration. Gay, genial, thrift
I s, Gave ton showed in his fir t act the quickness and audacity 
of outhem Gaul; the older mini ters were dismis ed, all claims of 

DRUMMSIt, A.D. 1338-1344. 
.t,s. &tJL Jlis<. 1164. 

precedence or inheritance set 
a ide in the distribution of 
offices at the coronatioll, 
while taunts and defiances 
goaded th proud bar nage 
to fury. The favourite '\ as 
a fine oldier, and his lance 
uob r d his opponent in 
tournc after tourney. His 
r ckle wit £luna nickname 
about the ourt; th Earl of 
Lanca t r wa "the Actor," 
Pembroke ' the ]e\ ," \Var
wick • th Black Dog." But 

taunt and 
bllr nag . 

d fianc . broke h lplc . Iy again·t the iron rna of the 
ft r a few months of power the dem nd of the 
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Parliament for his di mis al could not b r i ted, and he was 
formally bani hed from th r aim. In the following y ar it wa 
only by c nceding the right \ hi -h his father had ought to 
establi h of impo ing import duti on the merchants by their own 
as ent, that Edward procured a ub idy 
for the cotch war. The firmne of the 
baronage sprang from their having found 
a head in the Earl of Lanca ter, son of 
Edmund rouchback. Hi wcight provcd 
iae i tible. When Edward at the clo 
of the Parliament rccalled Gave ton 
Lanca. ter withdrew from the r yal oun
cil, and a Parliament \lIhich met in 1310 

resol\'cd that th affair of the realm 
should be entru ted for a year to a bod. 
of twenty-one "Ordaincr . . " 

The A formidable list of " rdinances 
~do.i~!rs drawn up by the twenty-one met Edward 

1311 "on hi return from a fruitle warfare with the 
long and important tatut live ton \Va. bani. hed. ther advis r ' 

were driven from thc ouncil and the Florentine bank r. who. 
loan. ) ad enabled Edward to hold the baronage at bay . n1 

DAvrD PLAY I GOB .LLS. 
Earl,. i'OIItUC!t1lh CcnItU1. 

(S. R'7. s B. "fl. 

out of th realm . Th cu. tom<; 
dutie impo. d by how. rd th 
Fir ·t wer decl red 1 be ill gal. 
Parliament were to be c 11 d 
vcry yc<'\r, and in the..; <.' mbli 

the King' . ervant~ w r to 
brought, if ne d w r ,t ill,.tic, 
The great officer' of t< te wer 
to be appoint d with 1h~ coun. I 
and con nt of the bar nag , and 
to be sworn in Parli ment. Th 
same c n. nt of th Har ns in 
Parliament was to be nc dfu! er 
the King could declar' war or 

absent himself from the realm. A the rdinanc.. how, the 
baronage till looked on Parliam nt rather a: a political organi;:a-
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tion of the n"bles than as a gathering of the three Estates of the 
realm. The lower clergy pass unnoticed; the Commons are re
garded a mere tax-payers who e part was still confined to the 
presentation of petitions of grievances and the grant of money. 
But even in this imperfect fashion the Parliament was a real 

r pr . entation of the country, and Edward wa forced to as ent to 
the Ordinance after a Ion and ob tinate . truggle. The exil or
'iW ton wa. th sian of the Baron' triumph' his recall a few 

m nths later ren \ d a . trife which was only ended by his capture 
in rough. The" Black g" of Warwick had worn that 

the fav urite shoul ~ el hi. t th' and Gaveston who flung 
him If in vain t th f< t of th Earl of Lancaster, praying for 
pity" from hi ' g ntle lord," wa beheaded in defiance f the terms 

f his capitulation on Blacklow Hill. Th King's bur"t of gri f 
wa a fruitle's as his thr at of \' ng anc ; a f< ign d ubmi:sion 
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knelt before Edward in We tmin ter Hall to receive n pardon 
which eemed thc de-athblow of the royal power. But if Edward 
wa powerle to conquer the bar<mage he could lil. , by evading 
the ob ervance of the Ordinance throw the whole r aIm into 
confu ion. The six year that follO\ Gave ton's death are among 
the darke t in our history. terrible ucce ion f famine in
ten ified the uffering which prang from the utter absence of all 
rule during the dissen ion between the Baron and th King. The 
o\'erthrow of Bannockburn, and the ra ages of the c ts in th 

orth, br ught hame on Enrrland uch a it had n ver known. 
At la t the capture of Berwick by Robert l'3ruce forced :.dward to 

give way, the rdinance were formally accepted, an amn ly 
granted, and a small number of peers belonging t the Baron' 
party added to the great officers f tate. 

The rl of Lancasler, by the union of the four earldoms of 
Lincoln, Leicester, erby, and Lancaster, a w 11 a by his r yal 
blood (for like the King he was a grand on of Henry th Third), 
tood at the head f the Engli h baronagc, and the is ue of the 

;ong truggle with Edward raised him for the moment to supreme 
power in the rcalm. But hi character ems to have fallen far 
beneath the greatne 's of hi po ition. J ncapable of governing, he 
could do JittJ but regard with jeal u y the n w advi r on whom 
th King now leaned, the older and the younger Hugh Le De-
pcn!\Cr. The risc of the younger, on whom the King bestowed 
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the county of Glamorgan with the hand of its heiress, was rapid 
enough to excite general jealousy, and Lancaster found little 
difficulty 'in extorting by force of arms his exile from the kingdom. 
But the tide of popular sympathy, already wavering, was turned to 
the royal cause by an insult offered to the Queen, against whom 
Lady Badlesmere had cIo ed the doors of Ledes Castle, and the 
unexpected energy shown by Edward in avenging the insult gave 
fresh strength to his cau. e. He found himself strong enough to 
recaIl Despenser, and when Lancaster convoked the baronage to 
force him again into exile, the weakness of their party was shown 
by the treasonable negotiations into which the Earl entered with 
the cots, and by his precipitate retreat to, the north on the advance 
of the royal army. At Boroug:hbridge hi~ forces wele arrested and 
dispersed, and the Earl himsel f, brought captive before Edward at 
Pontefract, wa tried and condemned to death as a traitor. "Have 
mercy on me, King of Heaven," cried Lanca ter, as mounted on a 
grey pony without a bridle he was hurried to execution, "for my 
earthly King has forsaken me." His death was followed by that 
of a nu~bcr of his adherents and by the captivity of others; whiloo 
a l}arliament at York annulled the proceedings against the 
D spen"ers, and repealed the Ordinances. It is to this Parliament 
however, and perhaps to the victorious confidence of the royalists, 
that we owe the famous prO\ i ion which r veals the policy of the 
D spensers, the provision that all law. concerning" the p.state of 
the r wn, or of the realm and people, shall be treated, accorded, 
and establi hed in Parliaments by our Lord the I ing and by the 
con ent of the prelates, earls, baron , and commonalty of the realm, 
according as hath been hitherto accustomed!' It would seem from 
the tenor of tbi remarkable enactment that much of the sudden 
revulsion of popular feel ing had been owing to the assumption of 
all )cgislati e action by tl e baronage alone. But the arrogance of 
the D pen er" the utt<::l failure of a frc h campaign against 

colland, and th humiliating truce for thirteen year ' which 
Edward was fore d to conclude with Rob rt Bruce, oon robbed 
th rown of it· temp rary popular\ty, and led the \\ ay to the 
sudden catastroph which cI d thi dj:;i,l trot! reign. It had been 
arranged that th uccn, a sister of the King of France should re
visit her h m to conclude a treaty bet\\' 11 the bH"1 countries 
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whose quarrel was again verging upon war; and her em, a boy of 
twelve years old, followecl her to do homage in his father's stead 
for the duchies of Ga cony and Aquitaine. Nei her threats nor 
prayer, however, could induce either wife or child to r~turn to his 
·court; and the Queen's connexion with a secret conspiracy of the 
baronage was revealed when the primate and n bles hurried to her 
standard on her landing at Orwell. Deserted by all, and repulsed 
by the citizen of London whose aid he implored, the King fled 
ha tily to the west and embarked with the De pensers for Lundy 
Isle; but contrary winds flung t1le fugiti~e · again on the Welsh 

BED AND CRADLE. 
Early Fourteenth Century. 

MS. R"y. 2 B. ,';i. 

coast, where they fell into the hands of the new Earl of Lancaster. 
The younger De penser wa at once hanged on a gibbet fifty feet 
hi~h, and the King placed in ward at Kenilworth till his fate 
could be decided by a Parliament summoned for that purpo e at 
Westminster. The Peers who assembled fearlessly revived the 
constitutional usage of the earlier English freedom, and as erted 
their right to depose a king who had proved himself unworthy to 
rule. Not a voice was raised in Edward's behalf, and only four 
prelates protested when the young Prince was ptoclaimed King by 
acclamation, and presented as their sovereign to the multitudes 
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without .• The revolution soon took legal form in a bill which 
charged the captive monarch with indolence, incapacity, the loss of 
Scotland, the violation of his coronation oath, and oppression of 
the Chllrch and baronage; and on the approval of this it was 
resolved that the reign of Edward of Caernarvon had ceased and 
that the crown had passed to his son, Edward of Windsor. A 
deputation of the Parliament proceeded to Kenilworth to procure the 
assent of the discrowned King to his own deposition, and Edward, 
"clad in a plain black gown," submitted quietly to his fate. 'ir 
William Trussel at once add res ed him in words which better than 
any other mclrk the true nature of the step which the Parliament 
had taken. "I, William Trussel, proctqr of the earl ', barons, and 
others, having for this full anrl sufficient ower, do render and give 
back to you, Edward,once King of England, the homage and fealty 
of the per ons named in my procuracy; and acquit and di charge 
them thereof in the be t mann r that law and cu -tom will give. 
And J now make prot. tation in their nam that they will no 
longer be ill your realty and allegiance, nor claim to hold anything 
of you as king, but will acc unt you hereafter as a private persoJil, 
without any manner of royal dignity." A significant act followed 
Lhese mphatic words. ir Thoma Blount, the teward of the 
household, broke his staff of offiee, a ceremony only u 'ed at a 
king's death, and declared that all persuns engaged in the royal 
service were discharged. In the following September the King 
was murdered in Berkeley astle. 

CHEST, CHEVINGTON CHURCH, SUFFOLK. 
Temp. }';dwarti 11. or 111. 

Gap ••• HisID,? 4 SuJ/DlIt." 
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Section VI.- The Scotch War of Independence, 130 6 - 1342 

[Authon·ties.-M ainly the contemporary English Chroniclers and _tate 
documents for the reigns of the three Edwards. John Barbour's" Bruce," the 
great legendary storehouse for his hero's adventures, is historically worthless. 
Mr. Burton's is throughout the best modern account of the time.) 

To obtain a clear view of the constitutional struggle between 
the king and the baronage, we have deferred to its clo e an 
account of the great contest which raged throughout the whole 
period in the north. 

With the Convocati~1 of Perth the conquest and settlement 
of Scotland seemed complete. Edward 1., in fact, was preparing 
for a joint Parliament of the two nations at Carlisle, when the 
conquered country suddenly sprang ' agai n to arms Hnder obert 
Bruce, the grandson of one of the oNginal claimants of the 
crown. The Norman hou e of Bruce formed a part of the 
Yorkshire baronage, but it had ac<{uired through intermarriaoes 
the Earldom of Carrick and the Lordship of Annandale. Roth 
the claimant and his son had been pretty steadily on the English. 
side in the contest with Balliol and Wallace, and Robert had 
himself been trained in the English court, and stood high in 
the King's favour. But the withdrawal of Balliol gave a new 
force to his claims upon the crown, and the di covery of an 
intrigue which he had set on foot with the Bishop of t. 
Andrews so roused Edward's jealousy that Bruce fled for his 
life across the border. In the church of the Grey Friars at 
Dumfries he met Comyn, the Lord of Badenoch, to whose 
treachery he attributed the disclosure of his plan , and after 
the interchange of a few hot words struck him with his dagger 
to the ground. It was an outrage that admitted of no for
giveness, and Bruce for very safety wa~ forced to assume the 
crown six weeks after in the Abbey of Scone. The news roused 
Scotland again to arms, and summoned Edward to a fresh contest 
with his unconquerable foe. But the murder of Comyn had 
changed the King's mood to a terrible pitilessness; he threatened 
death against all concerned in the outrage, and exposed the 

• 
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Countess of Buchan, who had set the crown on Bruce's head, 
in a cage or open chamber built for the purpose in one of the 
towers of Berwick. At the solemn feast which celebrated his 
son's knighthood Edward vowed on the swan, which formed 
the chief dish :t.t the banquet, to devote the rest of his days 

SEAL OF 1t0BERT BRUCE, KJ NG OF SCOTS. 

to exact vengeance from the murderer himsel( But even at 
the moment f the vow, Bruce was already flying for his life 
to the western i lands. "Henceforth," he had said to hi wife 
at their coronation, "thou art queen of Scotland and I king." 
"I fear," replied Mary Bruce, "we arc only playing at royalty, 
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like children in their games." The play was soon turned into 
bitter earnest. A mall English f, rce under ymer de Valence 
sufficed to rout the disorderly Je\'ie!> which gather: d round the 
new monarch, and the flight of Bruce left his followers t · Edward's 
mercy. NobJe after noble was hurried to the block The Earl 
of Athole pleaded kindred with royalty; "His only privilege," 
burst forth the King, "shall be that of being hanged on a 
higher gallows than the rest." Knights and priests were trung 
up side by side by the English justiciars; while the wife and 
daughter of Robert Bruce were flung into prison. Bruce him el f 
had offered to capitulate to Prince Edw<trd but the fler only 
roused the old king to fury. "Who is so bold," he cried, " as 
to treat with our traito['s without our knowledge?" . and rising 
from his sick-bed he led his army northwards to complete the 
conqu~st. But thc hand of death was upon him, and in the 
very sight of Scotland the old man' breathed his last at Burgh-
upon- ands. _ 

The death of Edward arrested only for a moment the advance 
of his army to the north. The Earl of Pembroke led it acro s 
the border, and found himself master of the country without 
a blow. Bruce's career became that of a de. perate adventurer, . 
for even the Highland chiefs in who e fastnesses he found shelter 
were bitterly hostile to one who claimed to be King of tbeir 
foes in the Lowlands. It was this adversity that transformed 
the murderer of Comyn into the noble leader of a nation's 
cause.. Strong and of commanding presence, brave and genial 
in temper, Bruce bore the hardships of his career witl a courage 
and . hopefulness wbich never failed. In the legends which 
clustered round his name we see 'him listening in Highland 
glens to the bay of the bloodhounds on his track, or holding 
single-handed a pass against a crowd of savage clansmen. 
Sometimes the little .band 'whicb clung to him were forced to 
support themselves by hunting or fishing, sometimes to break 

" 'up fOT safety as their enemies tracked them to the lair. Bruce 
himself had more than once to fling off his shirt of mail and 
scramble barefoot fOT very life tip the crags. Little by little, 
however, the dark sky cleared. The English pres ure relaxed, 
as the struggle between Edward and his barons grew fiercer. 
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James Douglas, tho darling of Scotch story, was the first of 
the Lowland barons to rally again to the Bruce, and his daring 
gave heart to the King's cau e. Once he surprised his own 
h(Juse, which had Ibeen given to an Englishman, ate the dinner 
which had been prepared for its new owner, slew his captives, 
and tossed their bodie!:> on to a pile of wood gathered at the 
castle gate. Then he staved in the wine-vats that the wine 
might mingle with their blood, and et house and woodpile 
on fire. A terrible ferocity · mingled with heroism in the work 
of freedom, but the revival of the country went steadily on. 

STIRLING CASTLE. 
Sle=er, I( Tkeafrllm ScoU("," 169J.. 

Bruce' "harrying of Buchan" after the defeat of it Earl, who 
had j ined the Engli h army, at la t fairly turned the tide 
of succe~s. Edinburgh, Roxburgh, Perth, and mo t of the cotch 
fortre es fell one by one into King Robert's hand. The clergy 
met in council and owned him as their lawful lord. Gradually the 

cotch barons who . till held to the English cau e were coerced 
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into submis iCln, and Bruce found him elf trong enough to ill\'est 1313 

tiriing, the last and the most important of the cotch fortres e 
which held out for Edward. 

Stirling was in fact the key of Scotland, and its danger 
roused England out of its civil trife to a ast effi rt for the 
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S6C. VI recovery of its prey. Thirty thou and horsemen form cd ' thc 
TIIRScOTCII fighting part of the great army \ hich followed Edward to 

WAR 01' 
INDEPEND- thc north, and a host of wild marauder had been . ummoned 

hNCS 

1306 from Ireland and 'Vales to its upport. The almy \ hich Bruce 
TO 

1342 had gathercd to oppo c thc inroad wa. formcd r lmo t wholly 
Bannock of footmen) and \Va tationcd to the south of tirling on a 
J~~:~, ri ing ground flanked by a little brook, the Bannock burn which 

1314 gavc its name to the engagcmcnt. Again tw ystems of 
warfare were brought face to face as they had ccn brought 
at Falkirk, for Robert, like \ all ace, drew up his force in 
olid squarcs or circles of pcarmen. Thc· · nglish wcre dispiritcd 

at thc vcry out ct by the failure of an attempt to relicve Stirling, 
and by thc issue of a 'ngle combat between Bruce and Henry 
de Bohun, a knight who bore down upon him as he wa riding 
peacefully along the front of hi army. Robert was m unted 
on a small hackney and held only a light battle-axe in his 
hand, but, warding off hi opponent' spear, he cleft his skull 
with 0 terrible a blow that the handle of the axe was shattered 
ip his gra p. At thc opening of the battle the Engli h archers 
wcre thrown forward to rake the cottish square, but they werl" 
without support and were easily disper cd by a handful of. 
hor e whom Bruce had held in re erve for the purposc. The 
body of men-at-arms next flung them elves on the cotl:i h 
front, but their charge was embarra ed by the narrow space 
along which the line was forced to move, and the teady re
sistance of the square . oon threw the knighthood into disorder. 
"The hor es that were tickit," says an cxulting cotch writer, 
" rushcd and reclcd right rudely." In the moment of failurc 
the sight of a body of camp-folfowers, whom thcy mi took 
for rcinforcement to the enemy, spread panic through thc 
English host. It broke in a headlong rout. Its thou ands 
of brilliant horsemcn were soon floundering in pits which had 
guarded the level ground to Bruce's left, vr riding in wild haste 
for the border. Fcw however wcre fortunate enough to reach 
it. Edward himself, with a body of five ,hundred knights, 
succeeded in cscaping to Dunbar and the sea. But the flowcr 
of his knighthood fell into the hands of the victors, while the 
Irishry and the footmen were ruthlessly cut down by the country 
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folk ' as they fled . For centuries after, the rich plunder of the Sec. VI 

English camp left its traces on the treasure and vestment TWA~OOTFCH. 

roll s of castle and abbey throughout the Lowlands. fN~'::~":D. 

Terrible as was the blow England could not humble herself 1306 
TO 

to relinquish her claim on the cottish crown. With equal 1342 

pertinacity Bruce refused all negotiation while the .royal title The In
depend

was refused to him, and steadily pushed on the recovery of ence of 

his southern dominions. Berwick was at last forced to surrender, Scotland 

SIRCE OF CARLISLE BY THE SCOTS, A.D. 1315. 
I nilial letler of )~dward ) 1. 's ch:U-ler to arlis)c, 1316. 

A "'""olopa,1 JON,."al. 

and held against a cle. perate attempt at its recapture ; while 
barbarou ~ rays of the borderers under Douglas wa ted North
umberland. Again the stri fe between the Crown and the 
baronage was suspended to allow the march of a great English 
army to the north; but Bruce declined an engagement till the 
wasted Lowlands starved the invaders into a ruinous retreat. 
The failure forced England t stoop to a truce for thirteen 
years, in the ncgotiati 11 of which Bruce wa suffered to take the 

1318 

1319 

1323 
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royal title. But the truce ceased legally with Edward's de
posItIOn. Tr OJ . gathered Oil either side, and Edward Balliol, 
a son of the former king John, wa solemnly r9Ceived as a 
vas ai-king of Scotland at the English court. Rob rt was dis
abled by lepro y from taking the field in per on, b t the insult 
roused him to hurl hi marauders again over the border unner 
Douglas a~d Randolph. An eye-witnes has painte.d for us 
the cotch army, as it appeared in this campaign: " It consisted 
of four thou and men-at-arms, knights and e quire, well mounted 
besides twenty thou and men bold and hardy, armed after the 
manner of their country, and mountea upon little hackneys 
that are never t ied up or dressed, but turned immediately after 
the day's march to puture on the heath or in the fields .... 
They bring no carriages with them on account of the mountains 
they have to pas in orthumberland, neither do they carry 
with them any pro isions of bread and wine, for their habits 
of sobriety are uch in time of war, that they will li ve r. r a 
long time on flesh half-sodden without bread and drink the 
~iver water without wi ne. They have therefore no occasion for 
pots or pans, for they eire the fie h of the cattle in their skins 
after they have flayed them, and being sure to find plenty o( 
them in the country which they invade, they carry none with 
them. Under the flaps of his saddle each man carries a broad 
piece of metal, behind him a little bag of oatmeal: when they 
have eaten too much of the sodden flesh and their stomach 
appears weak and empty, they set this plate over the fire, 
knead the meal with water, and when the plate is hot 'put 
a little of the paste upon it in a thin cake like a biscuit which 
they. eat to warm their stomachs: It is therer. re no wonder 
that they perform a longer day's march than other soldiers." 
Against such a foe the English troops who marched under 
their boy-king to protect the border were utterly helpless. At 
one ·time the army Jost its way in the vast border waste; at 
another all traces of the enemy had disappeared, and an offer 
of knighthood and a hundred marks was made to any who 
could tell where the Scots were encamped. But when found 
their position behind the Wear proved unassailable, and after 
a bold sally on the English camp Douglas foiled an attempt 
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at intercepting- him by a clever retreat. The English levies 
broke hopelessly up, and a fresh foray on Northumberland 
forced the English court to submit to peace. By the Treaty 
of Northampton tpe independence of Scotland was formally 
recognized, and Bruce acknowledged as its king. 

The pride of England, however, had been too much a,roused by 
the struggle to bear easily its defeat. The first result of the treaty 
was the overthrow of the government which concluded it, a result 

WEST DOOR OF ELGIN CATHEDRAL 
Early Fourteenth ~tury. 

-
hastened by the pride of it head, Roger Mortimer, and by hi 
exclusion of the rest of the nobles from all share in the administra
tion of the l'ealm . . The fir t efforts to hake Roger' power were 
unsucces, ful: a league headed by the Earl of Lancaster broke up 
without result; and the King's uncle, the Earl of Kent, was 
actually brought to the block, before the young King himself intel'
fered in the struggle. Entering the Council chamber in Notting-
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ham astle, with a force which he had introduced through a secret 1330 

passage in the rock on which it stands, Edward arrested Mortimer 
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with his own hands, hurrier! him to execution, and assumed the 
control of affairs. Hi fir t care \Va' to re tore good order through
out the country which under the late gr)vernment had fallen into 
ruin, and to free his hands by a peace with France for further 
enterpri 'es in the north. Fortune, indeed, eemed at last to have 
veered to the English side; the death of Bruce only a year after the 
Treaty of Northampton left the cottish throne .to a child of but 
eight years old, and the internal difficulties of the realm. broke out 
in civil trife. To the great barons on either side the border the 
late peace involved erious 10 es, for many of the cotch houses 
held large estates in England, as many 'of the Engli. h lords held 
large estates in cotland; and although the treaty had provided 
for their claims, they Iud in each case been practi ally et aside. 
It is this discontent of the barons at the new settlement which ex
plains the sudden success of Edward BaHiol in his snatch at the 

cottish throne. In spite of King Edward" prohibition, he sailed 
from England at the head of a body of nobles who claimed estates 
in the north, landed on the shores of Fife, and, after repulsing 
with immense 10 an army whi h allacked him near Perth. was 
crowned at cone, while David Bruce fled helples ly to France. 
Edward had given no open aid to the enterpri e, but the cris,is 
tempted his ambition, and he demanded and obtained from Ball:ol 
an acknowledgement of the Engli h suzerainty. The acknowledge
ment, however, was fatal to Balliol himself. He wa at once 
driven from his realm, and Berwick which he had agreed to sur
render to Edward, was trongly garrisoned against an English 
attack. The town was soon besieged, but a Scotch army under 
the regent Douglas, brother to the famous ir James, advanced to 
its relief, and attacked a covering force, which was encamped on 
the strong position of Halidon Hill. The English bowmen, how
ever, vind icated the fame they had first won at Falkirk, and were 
soon to crown in the victory of Crecy; and the Scotch only 
struggled through the marsh which covered the Engli h front to 
be riddled with a storm of arrows, and to break in utter rout. The 
battle decided the fate of Berwick, and from that time the town 
remained the one p~rt of Edward's conquests which was preserved 
by the English crown. Fragment as it was, it was always viewed 
legally as representing the realm of which it had once formed a 
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part. As Scotland, it had its chancellor, chamberlain, and other 
officers of State; and the peculiar heading of Acts of Parliament 
enacted fot England ,( and the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed" still 
preserves the memory of its peculiar position. BaHiol was restored 
to his throne by the conquerors, and his formal cession of the 
Lowlands to England rewarded their aid. During the llext three 
years Edward persisted in the line of policy he had adopted, re
taining his hold over outhern Scotland, and aiding his sub-king 
Balliol in campaign after campaign against the despairing effort~ 
of the nobles who still adhered to the house of Bruce. His 

per-everance was all but crowned with ucc ,when the outbreak 
of war with France saved cotland by drawing the trength of 
England across the Channel. The patriot party drew again to
gether. Balliol found himself at last without an adherent and 
withdrew to the Court of Etl ward , while David returned to his 
kingdom, and von back the chief fastnesse of the Lowlands. 
The freedom of cotland was, in fact, secured. From a war of 
conquest and patriotic resistance the struggle died into a petty 
strife between tw angry neighbours, which became a mere episode 
in the larger contest between England and Fr nce. 
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THE HUNDRED YEARS' WAR 

Section I.-Edward the Third, 1336- 1360 

[Authorities.- The co~cluding part of the chronicle of 'Walter of Hemin
burgh or Hemingford eems to have been jotted down as news of the passing 
events reached its author; it ends at the battle of Crecy. Hearne has pub
lished another contemporary account by. Robert of Avesbury, whic closes in 
1356. A third account by Knyghton, a canon of Leicester, will be found in 
the collection of Twysden. At the end of thi century and the beginning of the 
next the annals that had beell carried on in the Abbey of St. Albans were 
thrown together by Walsingham in the" Historia Anglicana" which bears his 
name, a compilation whose history is given in the prefaces to the " Chronica 
;\lonasterii S. AlbaJli" (Rolls Series). Rymer's "FO!dera" is rich in documents 
for this period, and from this time we have a storehouse of political and social 
information il) the Parliamentary Rolls. For the French war itself our primary 
authority is the Chronicle of Jehan Ie Bel, a canon of S. Lambert of Liege, who 
had himself erved in Edward's campaign against the Scots, and spent the re -t 
of his life at the court of John of Hainault. Up to the Treaty of Dretigny, 
where it closes, Froissart has done little more than copy this work, making 
however large additions from his own inquiries, especially in the Flemish and 
Breton campaigns and the account of Crecy. A Hainaulter of alenciennes, 
Froissart held a post in Queen Philippa's household from 1361 to 1369; and 
under this influence produced in 1373 the first edition f his well-known 
Chronicle. A later edition is far less English In tone, and a third version, 
begun by him in his old age after lorig absence from Engbtl d, is distinctly 
French in its sympathies. Froissart's vivacity and picturesquen/) s blind us to 
the inaccuracy of his details; as an historical authority he i of little value_ 
The incidental mention of Crecy and the later English elCpeditions by Villani 
in his great Florentine Chronicle are important. The best modern account of 
this period is that by Mr. W. Longman, "History of Edward II 1." Mr. 
Morley (" English Writers '') has treated in great detail of Chaucer.] 

[Dr. Stubbs' "Constitutional History" (VOl. ii.), published since this chapter 
was written, deals with the whole period.-Ed.] 

IN the middle of the fourteenth century the great movement 
towards national unity which had begun under the last of the Nor
man Kings seemed to have reached its end, and t,he perfect fusion 
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of conquered and conquerors into an English people was marke. 
by the disuse, even amongst the nobler classes, of the French 
tongue. In spite of the efforts of the grammar schools, and of the 
strength of fashion, J,1:nglish was winning its way throughout the 
'reign of Edward the Third to its final-triumph in that of his grand
son. "Children in school," says a writer of the earlier reign, " against 
the usage and manner of all other nations, be compefled for to 
leave their own language, and for to construe their lessons and 
their things in French, and 0 they have since Norman first came 
into England. Also gentlemen's children be taught to speak 
French from th time that: they be rocked in their cradle, and 

SCHOOL, JI . D. 1338- 1.344-
MS. Bodl. lIfise • • G •• 

know how to speak and pJay with a child's toy; and upJandish (or 
country) men will liken themselves to gentlemen, and strive with 
great bllsyne s to speak 'French for to be more told of," "This 
mann r," adds a translator of Richard's time, "wa much used 
before the first murrain (the plague of I 349), and is , ince omewhat 
changed; for J ohn Cornwal, a master of grammar, changed the 
lore in grammar school and construing of French into English; 
and Richard Pencrych leal ed this manner of teaching of him as 
others did of Pencrych. 0 that now, the year of our Lord, 1385, 
and of the second King Richard after the onquest nine, in all 
the grammar'schools of England children leaveth French, and con
strueth and learneth in Engli h," A more formal note of the 
change is found when English was ordered to be used in courts of 
law in 1362 " because the French tongue is mu..:h unknown;" and 
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in the following year it was employed by the Chancellor in open; 
ing Parliament. Bishops began to preach in English, and the 
English tracts of WycJif made it once more a literary tongue. 
This drift towards a general u e of the national tongue told power
fully on literature. The influence of the French romances every- . 
where tended to make French the one literary language at the 
opening of the fourteenth century, and in England thi influence 
had been backed by the French tone of the court 'of H nry the 
Third and the three Edwards. But at 'the close of the reign of, 

-

CHAPEL ON WAKEFIELD BRIDGE. 
Early Fourteenth Century. 

Arduzologica.l Journal. 

Edward the Third the long French romances needed to be trans
lated even for knightly hearers. "Let clerks indite in Latin," 
says the author of the" Testament of Love," " and let Frenchmen 
in their French also indite their quaint terms, for it is kindly to 
their mouths; and let us show our fantasies in such wordes as 
we learned of our mother's tongue." But the new national life 
afforded nobler material than" fantasies" now for English litera
ture. With the completion of the work of national unity had come 
the completion of the work of national freedom. Under the first 
Edward the Parliament had vindicated its right to the control of 
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taxation, under the second it had advanced from the removal of 
ministers to the deposition of a King, under the third it gave its 
voice on questions of peace :lnd war, controlled expenditure, 
and regulated the cour e of civil 
administration. The vigour of 
English life showed itself ocially 
in the wide extension of com
merce, in the rapid growth of the 
woollen trade, and the increase of 
manufactures after the settlement 
of Flemi h weavers on the eastern 
coast; in the progre s of the 
towns, fresh as they were from 
the victory of the craft-gilds; and 
in the developement of agricul
ture through the division of land., 
and the ri e of the tenant far
mer and the freeholder. It gave 
nobler ign ' of its activity in the 
spirit of national independence 
and moral earne tne s which 
awoke at the call of \Vyc1if. 

ew forces of- thought and feel
ing, which were de tined to tell 
on every age of our later hi tory, 
broke their way through the cru t 
of feudalism in the ociali't re
volt of the Lollard , and a udden 

• 

Buill temp. Edward J 11. 

burst of military glory threw its glamour over the age of Crtky 
and Poitiers. 

It is thi' new gladness of a great people which utters it
self in the verse 01 Geoffrey haucer. Chaucer \ as born about 
1340, the son of a London vintner who lived in Thame trcct; 
and it wa in London that the bulk of his life \Va spent. His 
family, though not noble, seems to hay been?f some imp rtance, 
for from the opening of his career \ e find hauc 'r in c1 . e con
nexion with the Curt. At sixteen he was made page to the wife 
of Lionel of Clarcnct!; at nineteen he fir t bore arms in the 
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