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purest, lightest fan cy: his masques rich with gorgeous picturcs; his 
pastoral, the " Sad Shepherd:' frag-ment a-; it i'<, breathcs a delicate 
tendern ess, But, in spite of the beaut}" and !'trength which lingered 
on, the life of our drama was fast ebbing awa)", The interest of 
the people was in reality being drawn to ne\\'er and g-ra\'cr theme!'. 
as the s truggle of the Great Rebellion threw its shadO\\' before it. 

and the efforts o f the playwrights to arrest this tendency of the 
time by fresh excitement only brought about the ruin of the sta!Ze, 
T he g rossness of the later comedy is incredible, Almo:-;t a~ 

in credi ble is the taste of the la ler tragedians for horrors of incest 
and blood, The hatred of the l \mtans 10 the stage wa~ not a mere 
longing to avenge the in sults whid1 it had le\'elled at Puritanism; 
it was in the main the honest hatred of God-fearing- men ag-ainst 
the foulest depravity prescn tcd in a poctic and attractive ferrn, 

88, 

so:<:, \'11 

If the imagina ti ve resources of the new England were seen in the Bacon 
creators of Hamlet and the Faerie Queen. its purely intellectual 
capacit)". its \'ast command over the stores of human knowledge. 
the amazing sense of its O\\'n powers with which it dealt with them, 
were see n in the work of Francis Hacon. Bacon was born at the IS6[ 

o pening of Elizabeth's reign. three years before the birth of 
Shakspere, li e was the younger son of a Lord Keeper. as 
weI! as the nephew of I.ord Burleigh, and even in boyhood hi;; 
q uickness and sagaci ty I\'on the f,wour of the Quecn. Eli zabe th 
" delighted much to confer with him, and to prol'e him with 
questions: unto which he delivered himself with that gra\'ity 
and maturity above his years that her l\lajesty would often term 
him' the young Lord K eeper:" Evcn as a boy at college he had 
ex pressed hi s dislike of the Aristotelian phi;osophy, as" a philosophy 
only strong for disputations and contentions, but barren of the 
production of works (or the benefit of the life of man." As a 
law-student of twenty-one he sketched in a Iract on the" Greatest 
Birth 0( Time " the system o( inducti\,c enquiry he was already 
prepared to substitute for it. T he speculations of the young 
thinker were interrupted by hopes of Court success; but these were 
soon dashell to the g round. H e was left poor by his father's 
death; the iH·will of the Ceci ls barred his advancemen t with the 
Queen: and a fe\v years before S hakspere's arri\'al in London he 
entered as a barrister at Gray's Inn. He soon became one of the 
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most succ:essful lawyers of the time. At twenty-three he was a 
member o f the House of Commons, and his judgment and eloquence 
at once brought him to the front. " The fear of every man that 
heard him wa. lest he should make a n end," Ben Jonson tells us. 
The steady growth of hi retJUtation was quickened by the appear­
ance of his " E . ay.," a work remarkabl e not m rely for the 

FRA~CIS BACON. 
I-'01'I"ril by Van Sommer: at Corl,fl,mbwry. 

condensation of its thought and its felicity and exactness of 
expre sion, but for the power with which it applied to human life 

1597 that experimental analy i which Bacon was at a 1ater time to 

make the key of cience. 1 is fame at once became great at home 

and a~road, but wi th thi nobler fame Bacon could-not content 
him. elf. He was conscious of great powers, as well as gr ::It aims 
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for the public good; and it was a time \\'hcn such aims could 
hardly be real ized save through the mean s of the Crown, But 

political employment secmed further off than ever. At the ou tse t 
of his career in Parliament he had irritated Elizabeth by a firm 

opposition to her demand of a sub:,idy; and though the offence 
was atoned for by profuse apologies, and by the cessation of all 
further resista nce to the policy of the court , the law office~ of the 
Crown were more th;\n once rcfu:,ed If, him, ;tnd it wa..; only after 
the publica t ion of hi .... "E~says" that he could obtain "ol11e slight 
promotion a~ a Queen's Counsel. " hc moral wcaknc~s II'hieh more 
and morc disclosed it:,elf i;; the best j ustification of Ihe Queen in 
her relu ctance-a rel uctiln ce so ,~ trangely in comras! with her 
ordinary course-to bring- the wi;;est head in her realm tn her 
Council-board, The men whom Elizabeth employed were for the 
most part men \\'ho~e in tellect lI"a~ directed by a ~ t rong- scn~e of 
public dm)" Thei r rc\'crence for the Queen, strangely e:-: ag-gerated 
a <; it may seem to li S. \\'as guided and control1ed by an ardent 
patriotism and an earne~t se ll ~e of religion; and \\'i th a!! their 
rega rd for the royal prerogati\'e, they ne\'cr lost their regard f01' 
Ihe law, The g randcur and origi nalitr of Ibcon's intellect parI cd 
him from men like these quite as much as the b l untne~" of hi ~ 

moral perceplion~, In politics. a~ in 5ciel1ce. he had li ttle re"e rence 
for the past, Law, constitu t ional privileges, or relig ion. wcre to 
him simply means of bringing about certain ends of good go\'crn­
ment j and if these ends could be brought about in "horter fashion 
he saw onlr pedantry in in sisting- on more cumbrou s means. He 
had great social and political ideas to realize. the reform and 
cod ification of the la\\", the ei\·il izati(JIl of Ireland, the purification 
of the Church, the union - at a later time-of Scotla nd and Engla nd. 
educational projects, projects of material impro\'emen t, and the like; 
and the d irect ilnd shortest way of reah7,ing these ends W<l5 in 
Bacon's eyes the usc of the power of the Crow n. But whatever 
charm such a conception of the royal power might ha,'e for her 
successor, it had little charm for Elizabeth; and to the end of her 
reign Bacon was foiled in his efforts to rise in her service. 

"For my name ami memory," he said at the close of his life, 
., I leave il _to n1en'§ charit<lble speeches, and to foreign nation s, 
and the next a~," A mid political activity and court IIltriguc he 
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still found room for the philosophical speculation which had begun 

with his carliest years. A t forty-four, after the fina l disappointment 
of his political hopes from Elizabeth, the publication of the 
"Advancement of Learning " marked the first decisive appearance 
of the new philosoph y which he had been silently framing. The 
close of this work \\'a5, in his own words, . 1 a general and faithful 

perambulation of lea rning, with an enquiry wha\' parts thereo f lie 
fresh and waSle, and not iml~rovcd and con\'erted by the ind u .. try 
of man ; to the end that such a plot. made and recorded to memory, 
may both mini ster light to any public designatio n and also serve 
to excite \'o]untary endeavours." I I was only by such a sun'ey, 
he held. that men could bcturned from uscless studies, or ineff.:: ctual 

!l>e"'1'" uf pnrsl11ng more useful ones, and directed to thc truc cnd 
of knowledge as " a rich storehouse for the glory o f the Creator and 
thc relief o f man's estate." The \\'ork was in facI the preface to a 
series o f treati ses which wcre intended to be built up into an 
., inslauratio Magna." whi ch its author was never destined to 

completc, and of whi ch the parts that we possess wcre publi shed in 
the following reign. The" Cogitata et \ ' isa" was a first sketch of 
the " Novum Organum," which in its complete for m \\'a5 presented 
to James in 162~. A year later Bacon produced his" Natural and 
Experimental Hi story." Th is, with the" Novum Organum " and 

the "Advancem ent of Learn ing," was all of his projected 
" Instauratio Magna " which he actually fini shed ; and evcn of this 
portion we have only part of the last two divisions. The " Ladder 
of the U nderstandin g," which was to have followed the~ and lead 
up from ex perience to science, the" Ant icipations," or provisional 
hypotheses for the enquiries of the new philosophy , and the closing 
account of " Scicnce in P ractice ," were left for posterity to bring to 

completion. " \Vc may, as we tru st ," said Bacon, " make no 
despicable beginnings. The destin ies of the human race must 
complete it, in such a manner perhaps as men looking only a t the 
present world Nould not rcadily conceive. For upo n this will 
depend. not only a speculative good, but all the fortuncs of 
mankind, and all their power." \Vhcn we turn fror11 words like 

these to the actual work which Bacon did, it i!-l hard not to feel 
a certain disappointmcnt. H e did not thoroughTy understand the 
older philosoph)' which he attacked. His revolt froln the waste o f 
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human intelligence, which he conceived to be owi ng to the 
adoption of a false method o f investigation, blinded him to the 
real value of deduction as an instrument of discovery; and he was 
encouraged in his contempt for it as much by his own ignorance of 
mathematics as b)' the non-existence in his day of the great 
deductive sciences of physics and ast ronomy. Nor had he a more 
accurate prevision of the method of modern science. The 
inductive process to which he exclusively directed men's attention 
bore no fruit in Bacon's hand s. The " art of investigating nature" 
on which he prided himscJf has proved uscless for scientific 
purposes, and would be rejected by modern irn"cstigators. Where 
he was on a more correct track hc can hardly be regarded as 
original. "It may be doubteu," <:.ays Dugald Stcwart, ., whether 

anyone important rule with regard to the true method of 
investigation be contained in his works of which no hint ca n be 
traced in those of his predecessors." Not only indeed did Bacon 
fail to anticipate the methods of modern science, but he e\'cn 
rejected the great scien tifi c discoveries of his own day. He set 
aside with the same scorn the astronomical theory of Copernicus 
and the magnctic investigations of Gilbert. The contempt seems 
to have been fully rcturncd by the scientific workers of his day. 
"The Lord Chancellor wrote on science," sa id Harvey, the 
di!!coverer of the circulation of the blood," like a Lord Chancellor. " 

I n spite howe\'er of his inadequate appreciation ei ther of the 
old philosophy or the new, the almost unanimous voice of later ages 

has attributed , and justly attributed, to the " Novum Orga num" 
a decisi\'e inAuence on the deve10pement of modern science. I f he 
failed in revealing the method of experimental research, Bacon was 
the fi rst to proclaim the existence of a Philosophy of Science, to 
insist on the unity of knowledge and enquiry throughout the 
physical world, to give dignity by the large and noble tcmper in 
which he treated them to the petty details o f experiment in which 
science had to begin, to clear a way for it by setting scornfully 
aside the traditions o f the past, to claim for it its true rank and 
value, and to point to the enormous results which its.culture would 
bring in in creasing the power and happiness o f mankind. In one 
respe<:t his attitude was in the highest degrc~ significll-nt. The age 
in which he Jived \Va!! one in which theology was absorbing t he 
intellectual energy of the world. He was the servant , too, of a 
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king with whom theological studies superseded all others. But if 
he bowed in al! else to J ames, Bacon would 110t, like Casaubon. 
bow in this. 1-I e would not evell, like I)cscarlc~, attempt to trans. 

form theology by tuminl: rC<l1>on into a mode of theological 
demonst ration. !-I e stood absolu tely aloof from it. Tholl1:!h as a 
Jlolitician he d id not l>hrink from dealing with such subjects as 
Church Reform, he dealt \dlh them simply a" matter,. of ddl poli ty. 
But from his cxhaustin: enumeration of the branches of human 

knowledge he excluded theology. and theology alone. H j" method 
was of itself inapplicable to a subject, \\ here the premisses were 
assumed to be certain, and the results known. II is aim was to 
seck for unknown I'c,.uhs by sim ple experiment It was again,.,t 
received authority ilnd accepted Ir,ldi t ioll in malter~ of enqui ry 
that his whole system protested; what he urg"ed wa .. the need of 
making belie( re~t ~trictl)' on proof, and proof re,.,t on the con­
clusions drawn frOIll e\'idencc b)' reason, But in theology-all 
thcologians asserted-reason playcd but a subordinat e part. " If I 
procecd to treat of it," ~I id Bacon ... I ~ha[] ~tep out of the bark of 
human reason, and enter into the "hip of the Church Xeithl,,'r \rill 
the ~tars of philosophy, which have hitherto so nobly shone on U"', 

any longer gi\'e liS their light." The certainty indeed of conclusions 
on slich subjects was (Jut of harmony with the g'Tande .. t feature of 
Bacon's work, his noble confes .. ion of the liability of cvery enquirer 
\0 error. It was his especial ta:.k to warn men again:.t the" \'ain 
shows ,. of knowledge which had so long hindered any real advance 
in it, the .. idols" of the Tribe, the Den , the Forum, and the 

Theatre, the errors which "'pring from the systematizin g "'pirit 
which pervades all masses of men. or from individual idiosyncrasies, 
or from the st range power of word~ and phrases o\cr thc mind, or 
from the t radi t ions of the past. Nor were the claim .. of theology 
easily to be reconciled wit h the posi tion which he was resolute to 
assign to natura l science. "Through ali those ages," Bacon :'il)':', 

., wherein men of geni us or learning principally or cven moderately 

flourished, the smallest part of h uman industry)las been .~pent on 
natura l philoSophy, though this ought to be esteemed as the great 
mother of the science!: for all the rest, if torn from this :,oot, may 
perha ps be ~lisheJ and rormed for usc, but can receive little 
increase." It was by the lldoption of the method of inductive 
e nquiry which physical science was to make its own, and by basing 
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enquiry on ground which phy:ical science could supply, that the 
moral sciences, ethic and politics could alone make allY real 
advance. " Let none expect any great promotion of the sciences, 
especially in their ffective part, unle s natural phi losophy be 
drawn out to particular sciences; and, again unles these parti£ular 
science be brought back again to natura~ philosophy. From this 
defect it is that astronomy, optic, music, many mechanical arts, 
and (what seem stranger) even moral and civil philosophy and 
logic ri e but little above the foundation ·, and only skim over the 
varietie. and surfaces of things." It was thi lofty conception of 
the position and de tiny of natural science .vhich Bacon was the 
first to impress upon mankind at large. The age wa one in which 
knowledge was pas ing to fields of cnquiry which had till then 
been unknown, in which Kepler and Galileo were creating modern 
astronomy, in which Descartes was revcaling thc laws of motion, 
and Harvey the circulation of the blood. But to the mass of men 
this great change was all but imperceptible; and it was the encrgy, 
the profound conviction, the eloquence of Bacon which fir t called 
the attention of mankind as a whole to thc powcr and importance 

of physical research. It was he who by hi s lofty faith in the 
results and victories .f the new philosophy nerved it followers to a 
zeal and confidence equal to his own. It was he who above all gave 
digliity to the slow and patient processes of inve ·tigation, of experi­

ment, of comparison, to the sacrificing of hypothesis to fact, to the 
single aim after truth, which was to be the law of modern cience. 

COMPOUNDlNG A lJALSAM. 
Broadside i" tl .. Collection 0/ tl,. Society 0/ Antiquaries. 
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Section VII I.-The Conquest of Ireland, 1588-1610 
. 
[Attlltorities.-The materials for the early history of Ireland are de cribed by 

Professor O'Curry in his" Lectures on the Materials of Ancient Irish History." 
They may be stugied by the general reader in the compil at ion kn own as " The 
Annals of the Four Masters," edited by Dr. O'Donovan. Its ecclesiastical 
history is dryly but accurately told by Dr. Lanigan (" Ecclesiastical History of 
Ireland "). The chi ef authorities for the earlier conquest under Henry the 
Second are the" Expugnatio et Topographia Hibernica " of Gerald de Harr i, 
edited for the Rolls series by Mr. Dimock, and the Anglo. Norman Poem 
edited by M. Franc isque Michel (London, Pickering, IR;7). Mr. Froude has 
devoted especial attention to the relations of Ireland with the Tudors; but both 
in accuracy and soundness of judgement hi s work is far inferior to Mr. Brewer's 
examinat ion of them in hi s prefaces to the State Papers of HenrI' VI I I., or to 
Mr. Gardi ner's careful and temperate account of the Rnal conquest and settle· 
ment under Mountjoy and Chichester (" History of England "). The two series 
of " Lectures on the History of Ireland" by Mr. A. G. Ri chey are remarkable 
for their information and fairness.] 

While England became "a nest of singing birds" at home, 
the last years of Elizabeth's reign were years of splendour and 
triumph abroad. The defeat of the A rmada was the first of a. 
series of defeats whi ch broke the powe~' of pain, and changed the 
political aspect of the world. The next year fifty vessels and 
fifteen thousand men were sent under Drake and Norris against 
Lisbon. The expedition returned baffled to England, but it had 
besieged Corunna, pillaged the coast, and repulsed a Spanish 
army on Spanish g r und o The exhaustion of the t reasury indeed 
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soon forced Elizabeth to content herself with is. uing commissions 1589 

to volunteers; but the war was a national one, and the nation 
waged it for itself. Merchants, gentlemen, nobles, fitted out 
privateers. The sea-dogs in ever growing numbers scoured the 

pan ish Main; Spanish galleons, Spanish merchant-ships, were 
brought month after month to Engli h harbours. Philip mean­
while was held back from attack on England by the need of 
action in France. The . rmada had hardly been dispersed when 
the assassination of Henry the Third, the last 'of the line of 

Valois, r~ i~ecl Henry of Navarre to the throne ; and the accession 
of a Protestant sovereign at once ranged the Catholics of FrallCl: 
to a man on the side of the League and its leaders, the Gui es. 
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The League rejected Henry's claim as those of a heretic, pro~ 

claimed the Cardinal of Bourbon King as Charles the Tenth, and 

HF.!\RY IV. OF FRANCE. 

Picture hy Por6111, in ,lIre Louvre. 

recognized Philip as Protector of France. Itareceivedothe support 
of Spanish soldiery and panish treasure: and this new effort of 
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Spain, an effort whose triumph must have endC!d in her ruin, forced 
Elizabeth to aid Henry with men and money in his five years' 
struggle against the overwhelming odds which seemed arrayed 
against him. Torn by civil strife, it seemed as though France 
Inigr\l be turned into a Spanish dependency; and it wa;; frOIn its 
coast that Philip hoped to reach England. But the day at last 
went against the Leaguers. On the death of their puppet king, 
their scheme o f conferring the crown on Phi li p's daughter awoke 
jealousies in the housc of Gui se itself, while it gavc strength to the 
national party who sh rank from laying France at the feet of 
Spain. J-J enry'~ submission to the faith held br the bulk 
of hi s subjects at last destroyed all chance of Ph ilip's success. 
.. Paris is well worth a mass" was the famou", phrase in which 
Henry explained his abandonment of the Protestant ca use, but 
the step did more than secure Paris. I t dashed to the grou nd all 
hopes of further resistance. it dissoked the League, and enabled 
the King at the head of a reunited people to force Philip to 
acknowledge his title and consen t to peace in the Treaty of Vervins. 
The o\'erthrow of I'hil ip's hopes in France had been made more 
bitte r by the final overthrow of his hopes at sea. In 1;96 his 
threat of a fresh Armada was met by the daring descent of an 
English force upon Cadiz. The town was plundered and burned 
to the ground; thirteen vessels of war were fired in its harbour, 
and the stores accumulated for the expedi tion utterly destroyed. 
In spi te of this crushing blow a Spanish fl eet gathcred in the 
following year and set sail for the English coast ; but as in the 
case or its predecessor storms proved morc fatal than the English 
gum" and the ships were wrecked and almost destroyed in the 

Bay of Hiscay. 
'With the ruin of Philip's projects in France and the assertion 

of English supremacy at sea, all danger from Spain passed quietly 
away, and Elizabeth was able to direct her undivided energics to 
the last work which illustrates her reign. 

To undc;rstand however the final conquest of I reland, we must 
retrace ou r steps to the reign of H enry the Second. The civiliza­
t ion of the island had at that time fallen far below the height 
which it h;d reached when its missionaries brought religion and 
learning to the shores of Northumbria. Learning had almost 
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disappeared. The hristianity which had been a vital force in the 
eighth century had died into a ceticism and superstition by the 
twelfth, ~nd had ceased to influence the morality of the people at 
large. The Church, de titute of any effective organization, was 
p werless to go the work which it had done elsewhere in \\'estern 
Europe, or to introduce ord r into the anarchy of warring tribe .. 
On the contrary, it shared the anarchy around it. I t;. head, the 

CON(Jt'~ST 

0" 
lRELAS l> 

s. KElVI N'S CELL, GLE . DALOUGH. 
D raw illg' by Sir T homtts Deallc. 

Coarb or Archbishop of Armagh, sank into the hereditary chieftain 
of a clan; its bishops were without dioceses, and often mere 

dependants of the g reater mona ·t rie. Hardly a trac of any 
central authority remained to knit the tribe. into a single nation, 
though th~ King of Ulster claimed supremacy over his ~ 11ow­
kings of Munster, Leinster, and Connaught; and even within 
the e min'Or king nip, the regal authority was lIttle more than a 
l1ame. The on living thing in the social and political chaos was 
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the sept, or tribe, or clan, 
whose in stitutions re­
mained those of the earli­

est stage of human civili ­
zation. Its chieftainship 
was hereditary, but in­

stead of pas~ing from 
father to son, it was held 
by I\'hoc\'er was the eldest 
mem ber of the 

family a t the time. 

ruling 
The 

land belonging t o Ihe 
tribe was shared among its 
members, but re-di\'ided 
among- thC'm at certain 
inten'als of years, The.: 
practice of "fo~terag:e,J' 

~, L>t:IH:-, 

,liS, },"'" '] B, "iii, 
T~;r'<"n'I, Cen,ul)' 

or adoption, bound the adopted child more closely to its foster 
parents than to its family by blood, E\'ery clement of imprm'e­
ment or progress which had been introduced into the island d i~~ 

LEGEN D O~ S, rATIUCK'S 1I0!l.N, 
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Thl".enth <An!ur)', 

appeared in the long and 

desperate struggle "'ith 
the Danes, The coast­
towns, such as Dublin or 

\\"aterford, which the in­

vaders founded , remained 
Danish III blood and 
manners, and at feud with 
the Celtic t ribes a round 
them, though sometime's 
forced by the fortunes of 
war to pay tribute, aud 
to accept, in name at 

least, the overlordship of 
the Irish K ings. It was 
through t~ese towns how­

ever that the intercourse with England, whicn had ceased since 
the eighth century, was to some extent renewed in the eleventh. 
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CUl off from the Chu rch 
of the island by na­
tional ant ipathy, the 
Danish coast citle .. 
appficd to the Sec 
flf CalHerbury for the 
ordination of their 
bi .. hol)~. and acknow­

-- ---

ledged a right of.-'"-~'II 

.. piritual super, .. i"ion III 

I..anfranc and An.;clm. 
rhe relation..; tlHlo; 

fanned were drawn 
close.· by the sla\'c­
trade which the Con· 
q ueror and Hj~llOi' 

\\'ulf .. lan succeeded for 
a lime in suppre~ .. ing' 
at Bristol. but which ap­

pears to ha,'e quickly 
red veri. Inthe t\\elfth 
century Ireland 11':1 <; 

full of Engli !<hmen, 
who had been kid­

napped and "Old into 
.. Ia\,ery, in "pi teof royal 
prohibitions and the 
<;piritual menaces of the 

EnR'li<;h Church. Th, 

state o f the country 
affnrded a leg itimate 
prelext fl)r \,:ar, had a 

pretext been needed br 
the ambition of Henrr 
the Second :' and within 

a rew months qf thdt 

King',. coro~ation JOhn 

'.u,r\u 0 .. A palf.ST A:.IJ )U.\ CIIA\t.UI I~" U 

WOL\'r.s. 

of Salisbury was desp.'ltched 

.IIS. R'T' 'J If .. n, 
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to obtain the Papal sanction for an 
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in vasion of the island. The en terpri5C !l ~ it wa;; lain before Pope 
I-I adrian the Fourth took the colour of a crusade. The isolation 
of I reland from the general body of Chri:.tendom, the absence of 
learni ng and civi lization, the scandalous vices of it.,; people, were 
alleged as the grounds of Henry's actiOIl. It wa" the general belief 
of the time that all i;,lands fell under the juri:;dictioll of the !'apal 
Sec, and it was as a posse:.sion of the Roman Church that ll enry 
~ught ll adrian's pennissiol1 to enter Ireland. ll i~ aim was ·· to 

enlarge the bounds of the Church, to restrain the prOg're~" of \'icc", 
to correct the manners of it:; people and to plant virtue ,unong 
them, and to increase the Christian religion." li e cnJ;ag'ed to 
"subject the people to laws, to extirpate \'iciou:; custom~, to respect 
the rights of the nati\'e Churches, and to enforce the pa}'lllCllt of 
Peter's pence" as a recognition of the o\'erlordship of the H. o1T1i1n 
Sec. H adrian by hi s bull approved the en terprise as one prompted 
by" the ardour of faith and love of religion," and declared his \\ il! 
tha t the people of Ireland should recei\-e Henry with all honuur, 
and re\-cre him <Ii their lord. The Pap'll bull \\'as pnxluced 
in a grea t council of the Engli,..h baronage, but the opposition 
of the E mpress Mat ilda and the difficulties of the entcrpri,..e 
forced 0'1 Il enr), a tempor<LT}' abandonment of his de~ign~, and 
hi s energies were di\'erted for the moment to plan ,; uf cominent.1I 
aggrandizement. 

Twelve yedrs had passed when an l ri~h chieftain, Ueflnod, 
King o f Lein:.ter, presented himself at I lenry's Court, and did 
homage to him for the dominions ftom which he had bo.::en dri\'en 
in one of the endless ci\·il Will'S which distracted the isJar,d, 
Dennod returned to Irela nd with promises of aid from the English 
knighthood; and was soon followed by Robert F itzStcphen, a son 
of the Constable o f Cardigan, with a small band of a hu nd red and 
forty knight s, sixty men-at-arms, and three or four hundred \\ 'e lsh 
archer.!. Small as was the number of the ad\·enturers. thei r hor:>cs 

and arms p roved irresistible to the I rish kernes; a sally of the 
men of \Vexford was avenged by the storm of their town; the 
Ossory clans were defeateJ with a terrible slaughter, and Dermod, 

seizing a head from the heap of trophies which hi s men piled at 
his feet , tOile off"in savage t riumph its nose and lips with his teeth. 
The arrival of fresh forces under Maurice F itzgerald heralded the 
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coming of Richard of Clare, Earl of Pembroke and Striguil, a 
ruined baron later known by the nickname of Strongbow, who in 
defiance of Henry's prohibition landed near Waterford with a force 
of fifteen hundred men, as Dermod's mercenary. The city was at 
once stormed, and the ullited forces f the Earl and King marched 
to the siege of Dublin. In spite of a relief attempted by the 
King of on naught, who was recognized as ove.·king of the island 
by the rest of the tribes, Dublin was taken by surprise; and the 

LAVAIlO, MELLIFONT AIIBEY, DROGllEDA. 

JJra7.ubtg' hy Sir 1'1,ollla& Dea,u. 

marriage of Richard with Eva, Dermod's daughter, left him on 
th~ death of his father-in-law, which followed quickly on these 
successes, master of his kingdom of Leinster. The new lord had 
soon, however, to hurry back to England, and appease the jealou .y 

1171 of Henry by the urrender of Dublin to the Crown, by doing 
homage for Leinster as an English lordship, and by acc~mpanying 
the King in his voyage to the new do~inion which the adventurers 
had won. Had Henry been allowed by fortune to carcry out his 
purpose, the conquest of Ireland would now have been accom-
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plished. The K ing of Connaught indeed and the chief.;; o f nor­
thern Ulster refused him homage, but the rC:.t of the Irish tribes 
owned his suzerain ty; the bishops in sy nod at Ca~hcl recognized 
hi m as their lord; and he was preparing to penetrate to the north 
and. west, and to secure his conquest by a ~ystcmatic erection of 
castles throughout the country, when the troublc.~ which fol!owcd 
on the murder of Archbi shop Thomas recalled him hurriedly to 
I'orma ndy. T he lost opportunity I1c\'cr returned. Connaught, 
indeed, bowed to a nominal acknowledgement of l1cnry's O\'crlorcl­
sh ip; John Dc Courer penetrated into CIsler and c~tablishcd 

h imself at Downpatrick: and the Kir g planned fo r a \\'hile the 
establishment of his youngest ~on. John. as Lord of Ireland. But 
thc le"ity of the young prince. ,\ ho mocked the rude dlesses of the 
nati\'e chieftains, and plucked them in in sult by the bc.uu, com­
pelled his recall; and nothing but the feuds and weakness of the 
Irish tribes enabled the adventurers to hold the di<;trict~ of 
Drogheda. Dublin. Wexford. Waterford, and Cork. which formed 
what wa~ thenceforth kno\\'n a~ the " Engli sh Pale." 

!-l ad the I ri sh driven their ilwaders into the <;ca, or the English 
succeeded in the complete conquest of Ireland, the misery of its 

after historr might have been avoided. A struggle such as that in 

IRISH ~Il.lRL IRLS H I,AlW 1'1.A \·ISG l'"l'AL"[~\", 

,liS. Hpj'. 'J B ... ii. 
Thi .. ..,nth c ...... t)' 

which Sco,tla ncJo d rQve out its conquerors might ha"(" prnrluced a 
spirit of patriotism and national un ion, which would have formed 
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a people out . of the mass of warring clans. A conqucst such as 
that of England by the Normans would have spread at any rate 
the law, the order, 
the peace and civili­
zatiQn of the con-
quering country 
over the length 
and breadth of the 
conquered. U nhap­
pi ly Ireland, while 
powerl ess to effect 
its deliverance, was 
strong enough to 
hold its assailants 
partia lly at bay. 
Th country was 

IRISHMEN ROWING. 

MS. Roy. ' 3 B. viii. 
Thirteentll Century. 

broken into two halves, whose conflict has never ceased. The 
barbar ism of the native tribes was only intensified by their hatred 
of the more civilized intruders. The intruders themselves, penned 
up in the na rrow limits of the Pale, fell rapidly to the level of the 

IRISHMEN ATTACKING A TOWER • 

.t.fS. Roy. ' 3 B. viii. 
• 'fhirteeDlh Century. 

barbarism abou t them. 
All the lawlessness, the 
ferocity, the nan'own ss, 
of feudali sm broke out 
unchecked in the horde 
of adventurers who held 
the land by their sword. 
It needed the stern ven-
geance of J ohn, whose 
army stormed their 
strongholds, and drove 
the leading barons into 
exile, to preserve even 
their feal ty to the Eng­
Ii h Crown. J ohn divided 
the Pale into counties, 

and ord . re~ th ·ob' rvance of the English law; but the dep rtmp. 

of his army was the signal for a return of the anarchy which he 
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had trampled under foot. Every I rishman without the Pale was 

deemed an enemy and a robber, nor was his murder cognizable by 
the law. Half the subsist-
ence of the barons was 
draw.,n from forays across 
the horder, and these forays 
were avenged cy incursions 
of native marauders, which 

carried havoc to the walls 

of Dublin. The English 
settlers in the Pale itself 
were harried and oppres ed 
by enemy and protector 
alil.,e; while the feuds of 
the English lord. wasted 
their strength, and prevent­
ed any effective combination 

for conquest or defence. 

The landing of a cotch 

IRISHMEN WITH AXES. 

illS. 1\ "y o J 3 B. " iii. 
Thirteenth Cen tury. 

force after Bannockburn with Edward Bruce at its head, amI a 
general rising of the Irish which welcomed this deliverer, drove 

indeed the barons of the Pale to a momentary 
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union; and in the bloody field of Athenree 1316 

their valour was proved by the laughter of 
eleven thousand of their foes, and th almost 

complete extinction of the sept of the 0' onnOrS. 
But with victory returned anarchy and degra­

dation. The barons ank more and more into 
Iri h chieftains; the FitzMaurices, who became 

arls of Desmond, and whose great territory 

in the south was erected into a County Palatine, 
adopted the dress and manners of the natives 

around them; and the provisions of the tatute 
IRISH FO T· Ot,DlER. 

Temp. Edward I. of Kilkenny were fruitle s to check the growth 
Cltp~~ii/~o:;;',.jJ~~/' of thi" viI. The - tatute forbade the adoption 1366 

bv any man of English blood of the Iri h 
language ii r name .or dres ; it en~ reed within the Pal the u e 
of Engli h law, and made that of the native or Breh n law, which 
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was gaining ground, an act of treason; it made treasonable any 
marriage of the Englishry with persons of Irish blood, or any 
adoption of English children by Irish foster-fathers. But stern 
as they were, these provisions proved fruitless to check the fusion 
of the two races, while the growing independence of the lA?rds 
of the Pale threw off all but the semblance of obedience 'to the 
English government. It was this which stirred Richard the 

Second to a serious effort for the conquest and organization of 
the island. He landed with an army at Waterford, and received 
the general submission of the native chieftains. But the Lords 
of the Pale held sullenly aloof; and Richard had no ooner 
quitted the island than the Irish in turn refused to carry out 
their promise of quitting L inster. In I 39~ his lieutenant in 
Ireland, the Earl of March, was slain in battle, and Richqrd 
resolved to complete his work by a fresh invasion; but the 
troubles 'n England soon interrupted his efforts, and all traces of 
his work vanished with the embarkation of his soldiers. 

With the renewal of the French wars, and the outburst of 

the Wars of the Roses, Ireland was again left to itself, and English 
sovereignty over the island dwindled to a shadow. But at last 

Henry the Seventh took the country in hand. Sir Edward Poyn­
ings was despatched as deputy; the Lords of the Pale were scared 
by the seizure of their leader, the Earl of Kildare; the Parliament 
of the Pale was forbidden by the famous Poynings' Act to treat of 
any matters save those first approved of by the English King and 
his Council. For a while however the Lords of the Pale must 
still serve as the English garrison against the unconquered Irish, 
and Henry made his prisoner the Earl of Kildare Lord Deputy. 
"All Ireland cannot rule this man," grumbled his ministers. 

" Then shall h rule all Ireland," replied the King. But though 
Henry the Seventh had begun the work of bridling Ireland he had 
no strength for exacting a real submission; and the great Norman 
Lords of the Pale, the Butlers and Geraldines, the De la Poers and 

the Fitzpatricks, though subjects in name, were in fact defiant of 
royal authority. In manners and outer seeming they' had sunk 
into mere natives; their feuds were as incessant as those of the 
Irish septs ; and their despotism over the misel'able in~bitants of 

the Pale combined the horrors of feudal oppression with those of 
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Celtic anarchy. Crushed by taxation, by oppression, by misgovern­
ment, plundered alike by eJtic marauder and by the troops 
l ev~d to disperse them, the wretche I descendants of the first 
E nglish settlers preferred even Irish misrule to English " order," 
an c~J:he border of the Pale retreated steadi ly towards Dublin. The 
towns of the eaboard, sheltered by their walls and their municipal 
self-government, formed the only exceptions to the general chaos ; 
el ewhere throughout its dominions the English G vernment, 
though still strong enough to brea.k down any open re\· It, wa~ a 
mere phantom of rule. From the Celtic tribes wilhout the Pale 

- --.----

TRTM CASTLE (ON TilE HORnER OF THE PALE). 

even the remnan t of civilizati n and of native union which had 
lingered on to the time of trongb w had vanished away. The 
feuds of the Iri h septs were as bitt r as their hatred of the 
stranger; and the Gov rnment at Dublin found it easy to main­
tain a strife, which saved it the necessity of elf-defence, among a 
people whose" nature is such that for money one hall have the 
son to "war against his father, and the father against his child." 
During th fir t thirt.y year of the sixteenth century, the annals of 
the countr), which remained under native rule record more than 
a hundred raids and battles between clans of the north alone. 
Bul the lilAc wa~ at last come for a vigorou attempt on the part 
of England to introduce order into thi chaos of turbulence and 
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misrule. To Henry the Eighth the policy which had been pur­
sued by his father, of ruling Ireland through the great Irish lords, 
was utterly hateful. His purpose was tq rule in Ireland, as 
thoroughly and effectively as he ruled in England, and during the 
latter half of his reign he bent his whole energies to accom li sh 
this aim. From the first hours of his accession, indeed, the Irish 
lords felt the heavier hand of a master. The Geraldines, who had 
been suffered under the preceding reign to govern Ireland in the 
name of the Crown, were quick to discover that the rown would 
no longer stoop to be their tool. Their head, the Earl of Kildare, 
was called to England and thrown into the Tower. The great 
house resolved to frighten England again into a conviction of its 
helplessnc s, alld a ri sing of Lord Thomas Fitzgerald followed the 
usual fashion of Irish revolts. A murder of the Archbishop. of 
Dublin , a capture of the city, a repulse before its castle, a harrying 
of thE: Pale, ended in a sudden disappearance of the rebels among 
the bogs and forests of the border on the advance of the Engl ish 
forces. It had been usual to meet such an onset as this by a raid 
of the same character, by a corresp nding failure before the castle 
of the rebellious noble, and a r treat like his own, which served as 
a preliminary to negotiations and a compromise. Unluckily for the 
Geraldines, H enry had resolved to take Ireland seriously in hand , 

1535 and he had Cromwell to execute his will. Skeffington, a new Lord 
Deputy, brought with him a train of artillery, which worked a 
startling change in the political aspect of the island . The castles 
which had hitherto sheltered rebellion were battered into ruins. 
Maynooth, a stronghold from which the Geraldines threatened 
Dublin and ruled the Pale at their will, was beaten down in a fort­
night. So.crushing and unforeseen was the blow that resistance 
was at once at an end. Not only was the power of the great 
Norman house which had towered over Ireland utterly broken, but 

Henry 
the 

Eighth 

only a single boy was left to preserve its name. 
With the fall of the Fitzgeralds Ireland felt itself in a master's 

grasp. "Irishmen," wrote one of the Lord Justices to Cromwell, 
" were never in such fear as now. The King's session are being 
kept in five shires more than formerly." Not only were the 
Englishmen of the Pale at Henry's feet, but the kern of Wick­
low and Wexford sent in their submission; and for the first time 
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in men 's memory an English a rmy appeared in Munster and 
red uced the south to obedience. A castle of the O'Briens, which 
gu~rded the passage of the Shannon, was carried by assault, an I 
its fall carried with it the submission of Clare. The capture of 
At}1lone brought about the reduction of Connaught, and assured 
the loyalty of the great Norman house of the De Burghs or 
Bourke" who had assumed an almost royal authority in the west. 
The resistance of the tribes of the north was broken in the victory 
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f Bellahoe. In even years, partly th lOugh the vigour of keffing- 1535- 1542 

ton's successor, Lord Leonard Grey, and still more through the 
resolut will of Henry and rom well, the power of the rown , 
which had been limit d to the walls of Dublin, was acknowledged 
over th length and bread th of I reland . But submi sion was far 
from being all that He ry de ired . Hi aim was to civilize the 
people whom he had conquered-to rule not by force but by 
la . n the' only conception of law which the King or hi mini-
ters could frame was that of English law. The customary law 



SEC. Vin 

THE 
CO NQUEST 

OF 
J RE I . ... ND 

1588 
'1'0 

16 10 

HI TORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP. ' VII • 

which prcvailed without the Pale, the native system of clan 
government and common tenure of land by the tribe, a weIl as 
the poetry and literature which threw their lustre over the T ri i h 

ASTRONOMICAL FIGURE. 
f rill< 1II S., A.D. '.00. 

.. . 

tongue, were either unknown to the English statesmen, or de­
spised by them as barbarous. The one mode of civilizing Ireland 
and redressing its chaotic misrule which presented itself to their 
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minds, was that of destroyi ng the whole Celtic tradition of the 
Irish people-that of" making Ireland English" in manners, in 
law. and in tongue. T he Dcputy, Parliament , Jud ges, SheQffs, 
which already existed within the Pale, furni shcd a faint copy of 

English institutions; and these, it was hoped, might be gradu~l1y 

ex tended over thc whole isl and . The English language and mode 
of life would follow, it was believed, the English law. The one 
effectual way of bri nging about such a change as this lay in a 
complete conquest of the isla nd, and in its colonization by English 
sett lers; but from this course, pressed on him as it was by his own 
lieutenant s and by the settlers of the !'ale, even the iron will of 
Cromwcll shrank. It was at once too bloody and too expensive. 

To win ove r the chiefs, to turn them by policy and a patient 
generosity into En glish noblcs, to usc the t raditional dCI·otion ,of 
their tribal dependents as a means of diffusing the new civilization 
o f their chiefs, to t rust to ti me and steady govcrnmen t for the 
gradual reformation of the country, was a policy sa fer, chea per, 
more humane, and more statesmanlike. It was th is system which, 

even before thc fall of thc Geraldines, Henry had rcsokcd to adopt; 
and it was this \Ihich he pressed on I rcla nrl when thc conquest 
laid it at his feet. The chiefs wcre to be persuaded of the 
advantage of justice and legal rule. Their fcar of any purpo!>e 
to :' expel them from their lands and dominions lawfully 
possessed" was to be dispelled by a promise" to conserve them 
as their o\\"n." Even their remonstrances against the introduction 

o f En gl ish law were to be rcgarded, ;:l.I1d thc course of j ustice to 
be enforced or mitigatcd according to the circumstances of the 
country. I n the resumption of lands or rights which clearly 
belongcd to the Crown ,. sober ways, politic shifts, and amiable 

pcrr,uasions" werc to be preferred to rigorous dealing. It was this 
system of conciliation wh ich was in the main carried out by the 
English Government under H enry and h is two successors. Chief­

tain after ch ieftain was won over to the acceptance ohhe indenture 
wh!ch guaranteed h im in the possession of his lands, and left his 
authority over his tribesmen untouched, on condition of a pledge 

of loyalty, of abstinence from illegal wars and exactions on his 
fellow-subjects, and of rendering a fixed tribute ' and. service in 
war-time to the Crown. The sale test of loyalty demanded was 
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the acceptance of an Engli 'h title, and th educati n of a son at 
the English court; though in some case. like that of the 0' eill, 
a -promise was exacted to usc the Engli h language and dress, 
and to encourage tillage and husbandry. ompliance with con­
di ions such as these was procured, not merely by the terror of 
the royal name but by heavy bribes. The chie ftain s in fact 
profited greatly by the change. Not only were the lands of the 
suppre sed abbeys granted to them on their assumption of their 
new titl s, but the English law-courts, ignoring the Irish cu tom 

DOMINICAN FRIARY, SLIGO. 

Built C 14.6. 
A/ler IV. 11 Barllell . 

by which the land belonged to the t ribe at large, regarded the 
chief a s Ie proprietors of the soil. 

The merits of the system were unque:;tionable; its faul ts were 
such as a statesman of that day could hardly b expected to 
perceive. The Tudor politicians held that the one hope for the 
regeneration of Ireland lay in its absorbing the civilization of 
• ngland . The prohibition of the national dre , custom, laws, 

and language mu t have seemed to them merely the suppre sion 
of a barbari m whkh stood in the way of all improvement. A~ 
this moffilent how vel' a fatal blunder plungen Ireland into religious 
strife. The religiou aspect of Ireland was hardly less chaotic 
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than its political aspect had been. Ever since trongbow's landing 
there had been no one Irish Church, simply because there had 
been no one Irish nation. There was not the slightest diHcre(.;ce 
in doctrine or di cipline between the Church without the Pale and 
the Church within it. But withilJ the Pale the clergy were ax­
elusively of Engli h blood and speech, and without it they were 
exclusively of Irish. J rishmen were shut out by law from abbeys 
a.nd churches within the English boundary; and the ill-will of the 
n~tives shut out Englishmen from churches and Rbbeys outside it. 

RaCK ABBEY (I'RANCISCA:<), ASKEATON. 
Built by the Earl of Desmond, 1~20. 

As to the religious state of the country, it was much on a level 
with its political condition. Feuds and misrule had told fatally 
on ecclesiastical discipline. The bishops were political officers, 
or hard fighters like the chiefs around them; their sees were 
neglected, their cathedrals abandoned to decay. Thr'bu~h whole 
dioceses the churches lay in ruins and without priests. !he only 
preaching done in the country was done by the begging friars, 
and the results of the friars' preaching were small. ," If the King 
do not provide a remedy," it was said in ]525, '~there w~l1 be no 
more hristentie than in the middle of Turkey." Unfortunately 



YII • THE REFORMATJo" 

the remedy which Henry provided was worse than the disease. 
Politically Ireland was one with Englanel, and the great revolution 
wh4ch was severing the one country from the Papacy extended 
itself naturally to the other. The results of it indeed at first 
see.med small enough. The Supremacy, a question which had 
convulsed England, passed over into I reland to meet its only 
obstacle in a gene ral incliffi rence. Everybody \Va ' ready to accept 
it without a thought of its con equences. The bishops aIltI clergy' 
within the Pale bent to the King's will as easily as their fellows 

IlRlDGK AND FRIARY (FOUNDED 1478), KILCREA, co. COR K. 

in England, and their example was followed by at least four prel­
ates of dioceses without the Pale. The native chieftains made 
no more scruple than the Lords of the Council in renouncing 
obedience to the Bishop of Rome, and in acknowledging Henry 
as the" up~eme Head of the Church of England and Ireland 
under Ch.l:ist." There was none of the resistance to the dissolu­
tion of th abbeys which had b en witnessed on the other side of 
the Chann I, and the greedy chieftains showed themselves perfectly . 
willing to 'har th: plunder of the hurch. But the results of the 
measure were fatal to the little culture and religion which even the 

s~c. VIll 

THe 
C ONQUEST 

OF 
l n ELAND 

1588 
TO 

16 10 





otlAp . , ' 11 THE REFOR:\1.\TJO:\, 

past centuries o f disorder had "pared. Such .1.<; they wcre. the 
religious houses were the only !'ochool<; which I reland contai ned. 
Th; system of vicar!;, so general in England, wa-; rare in Ireland: 
chm ches in the patronage of the abbeys were for the mo~t part 
scr~'ed by the rcligiou5 them!'C1v:::~, and the dissolution nf their 
hOlrses suspended public \\'or!;hip over ];u\.:e di ... trict;; of the C()lllllr),. 
The friars, hitherto the o nly prcachcr~, and who continued to 
labour and teach in spite of the efforts of the GO\·crmnent. were 
th rown necessarily into a position of antagonism to the English 
rule. 

Ilad the ecclesiastical changes which \\'ere forced on the coun try 
ended here, howe\'cr, little harm would in the end havc been done. 
But in Eng land the breach with Rome, the destruction of the 
n~otlastic orders, and the establishment of the Supremac)', had 
roused in a portion of the people it!lClf a desire for theological 
change which H enry ~hared. a:-ul was cautiou.,ly ... ati-;fying. In 
Ireland the spirit of the Reformation nc\'er exi"teci among the 
people at all. They accepted the legislati\'e mea ... ure_~ 1)'1.~~d in 
the English Ilarliament without any dream of theological con­
sequences, or of any change in the doctrine or ceremonies of the 
Church. Not a single \'oice demanded the abolition of pilgrimages. 
or the destruction of images, or the reform of publ ic \\'OI,.,hip. 'rhe 
mission of Archbishop Browne" for the plucking dO\\ n of idob 
~nd ex tinguishing of idolatry " was a lirst step in the long effort of 
the English Government to force a new faith 011 a people who to a 
man clung passionately to thei r old religion, Browne's attempts at 
.. tuning the pulpits " were lIlet by a sullen and :-;ignificam oppo:-;i­
tion, ,; Neither by gentle exhortation," the Primate wrote to 
Cromwell, ., nor by evangelical instruct'oll, neither by Oo:1.th of them 
solemnly taken, nor yet by threats of sharp correction Inay I 
persi.lade or induce any. whether religiOUS or secula r, si nce my 
coming over, once to pl'each the " "arc! of God nor the just title of 
our iIlust riQl.ls Prince." Even the acceptance of the Supremacy, 
which hail been so quietly effected, W,LS brought into question when 
its results. became clear. The bishops abspined from compliance 
with the o rder to erase the Pope's name out of their mass-books, 
The pulpi tli remained steadily silent. When Jlrowne ordered thc' 
destruction of the images and relics in his own ca thed ral, he had 
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to report that the prior a nd canons "find them so sweet for the ir 

gain that they heed n<?t my words." Cromwell, however, was 

resolute for a religious uniformity between the two islands, and J:he 
Primate borrowed some of his pa tron' s vigour. Recalcitra nt 

priests were thrown into prison, images were plucked down frpm 

the rood loft, and the most venerable of Irish relics, the Staff of 

t. Patri ck, was burnt in the market-place. But he found no 

support in his vigour, save from across the hannel. The Irish 

'ouncil was cold. The Lord Deputy knelt to say prayers before 

an image at Trim. A sullen, dogged opposition baffled Cromwell's 

efforts, and hi s fall was followed by a lon g respite in the religious 

changes which he was forcin g on the conquered dependency. 

With the acce::.::.iull of Edward the ixth, however, the system of 

change wa renewed with all the energy of Protestant zeal. Tl1c 

bishops were summoned before the Deputy, ir Anthony St. Leger, 

155 1 to receive the new English Liturgy, which, though written in a 
ton gue as strange to the native Irish as Latin it elf, was now to 

supersede the Latin service-book in every diocesc. The order was 

the signal for an open strife. "Now shall every illiterate fellow 

read Mass," burst forth Dowdall, the Archbishop of Armagh, as he 

Rung ou(of the chamber with all but one of his suffragans at his 

heels. Archbishop Browne, of Dublin, on the other hand , wa:; 

followed in his profess ion of obedience by the Bishops of Meath, 

Limerick, and Ki ldare. Th Government, however, was far frorp 

quailing before the division of the episcopate. Dowdall was driven 

from the country, and the vacant sees wcre filled with Protestants, 

like Bale, of the most advanced type. But no change cou ld b~ 
wrought by measures such as these on the opinions of the p ople 

them elves. The new episcopal reformers spoke no Irish, and of 

thei r E ng lish sermons not a word was understood by the rude 
• 

kernes around the pulpit. The native priests remained si.lent. 

"As for preaching we have none," reports a zealous Protestant, 

"without which the ignorant can have no knowledge." The 

prelates who used the new Prayer-book were simply r~arded as 

heretics. The Bishop of Meath was assured by one of his flock 

.that, "if the country wist how, they would eat you." Protestantism 

had failed to wrest a single Irishman from his. older c<tnvictions, 

but it succeeded in uniting all Ireland again t the Crown. The 



, ,n THE REFORM ATION 9 ' 7 
---

old political d i.i tinctions which had been produced hy the conquest 
of Strongbow faded before the new struggle for a common faith. 
The"po pu ia lioll within the Pale and without it became one, ,; not as 
the Irish nation," it has been acutely said, "but as Catholics." A 
Ilcw: scnsc of nationa l identity was found in the identity of religion. 
"Both En glish and Irish begin to oPIX)'-;c your Lordship's orders," 

Browne had written ycars before to Cromwell, .. and to lay aside 
their national old quarrels." 

\-\, ith the accession of Mary the shadowy ((,rm of thi" earlier 
Irish Protestantism melted quietiy away. There Ilcre no Protest­
ants in I reland save the new bishops; ,-'ne! when Bale had Oed o\"er 
sea, and his fellow-prelates had Ix.'cll deprived, the Church re­
su med its old appearance_ 1'\0 attempt, indeed, wa_~ made to 

reitore the monasteries; and Mary e:.:erci ... ed her "upremacy, 
deposed and appoin ted bishops, and repudiated Papal interference 
with her ecclesiastical acts, as \-igorouily a..; her father, But the 

Mass was restored, the old modes of religious worship were again 
held in honour, and religious dissension between the GO\'crnment 
a nd its I rish subjects was for the time at an cnd. \rilh the 
close, howc\'er, of one danger caInC the risc of another. England 
was growing tired of the policy of conciliation which had been 

steadily pursued by Il enry the Ei gh th and hi:-. successor. As 
yet it had been rewarded with preci~ly the sort of success \\ hich 

\Volsey and Cromwell anticipated: the chiefs had come quietly 
in to the p lan, and their :>epts had followed them in submission 
to the new order. " The winning of the Earl of Desmond was 
the winni ng of the rest of ~lun5tcr \\ ith small charges. The 
making O' Brien an E arl made all that country obedient." The 
Macwilliam became Lord Cla nrickard , ami the Fitl.patricks Barons 
of Uppcr 05501')'. A visi t of the great northern chief \\'ho had 

accepted the title of Ead of T yrone to the English Court was 
rcgarrlcd as a marked step in the pro.:es~ of ci\'i[izat ion. In the 
south, where the system of E nglbh law was slowly spreading, 
the ch icftiins sate on the bench side by side with the English 
justices o( the peace; and something had been done to check the 
fcuds and disorder ('>( the wild tribes between Limerick and Tippe- . 

rary. "l\'fen "';ay-pass quie tly throughout till''''' count ries without 
danger o f robbery or other displeasure." In the C1anrickard 
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county, once \Va ted with war, " ploughing increaseth daily." In 
Tyrone and the north, indeed, the old disorder reigned without a 
check; and everywhere the process of improvement tried the 
temper of the English Deputies by the slowne~s of its advance. 
The only hope of any real progre s lay in patience; and ' there 
were signs that the Government at Dublin found it hard to wait. 

IRISH MEN AND WOMEN . 
Temp. Elizabeth . 

AfS. A dd. 2833°' 

The "rough handling" of the chiefs by ir Edward. Bellingham, a 
Lord Deputy under th Protector Somerset, rue. a spi rit of 
revolt that only subsided when the poverty of th Exchequer 
forced him to withdraw the garri ons he had planted in the heart 
of the country. His success r in Mary's reign~ Lord ~ssex, mad 
raid after raid to no purpose on the obstinate tribes of the north, 

• 
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burning in one the Cathedral of Armagh and three other churches. 
A far more serious breach in the system of conciliation was made 
when the project o f English colonization which I lenry had steadily 
rejected was adopted by the same Lord Deputy, and when the 
country of the O'Connors was assigned to English settlers, and 
mad~ shire-la nd under the names of Kin g's and Queen's COllnties, 
in honour of Philip and l\ lary. A savage warfare began at once 
between the planters and the dispossessed septs, which Ollly ended 
in the fol!owing reign in the extermination of the Irishmen. 
Commissioners were appointed to survey waste land~, with the aim 
of carrying the work o f colonization into other districts, but the 
pressure of the F rench war put an end to these wider projects. 
Elizabeth at her accession recognized the ri"k of the polic), of 
confiscation and colonization, and the prudence of Cecil fell back 
on 'the safer though more tedious methods of Henry. 

T he alarm however at En glisll aggression had already spread 
among the natives: and its result wO!o; seen in a re\'olt of the 
1I0rth, and ill the rise of a leader far more vigorous and able than 
any with whom the Gove rnment had had as yet to cOTltend .. \n 
acceptance o f the Earldom of Tyrone by the chief of the O'Neills 
brought about the ine\itable conflict bet\\'een the system of SllC· 

cession recognized by English and that recognized by Iri ~h law. 
On the death of the Earl, England acknowledged hi s eldest son a.~ 

the heir of his Earldom; while the sept maintained thei r older right 
of ·choosing: a chief from among the member" of the family, and 
preferred Shane O'1\eill, a younger son of le"s doubtful legitimac),. 
Sussex marched northward to settle the que"tion b}' force o f 
arms; but ere he could reach UI"ter lre activit}' of Shane had 
quelled the disaffect ion of his rivals, the O'Donnells of Donegal, 
and won ove r the Scots of Antrim. h Never before," wrote 
Susse~, "durSl Scot or Irishman look Englishman in the (ace in 
plain or wood since I came here;" but Shane had fired his men 
with a new cOll rage, and charging the Deputy's army with a force 
hardly half. its number drove it back in rOllt on A rmagh. A 
promise of .pardon induced him to vj;;it London, and make an 
illusory submission, but he was no sooner safe home again than its 
terms were set a side; and after a wea risome struggle, in which 
Shane foiled the Clr~rts of the Lord Depu ty to en tra p or to poison 
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him, he remained virtually master of the north. His success 
tirred larger dreams of ambition; he invaded Connaught, and 

AN IRISH BAN QU ET. 

Derrick, H Image of Irelalld, " 158 1. 

pressed Clanrickard hard : while he replied to the remonstrances 
of the Counci l at Dublin with a bold defiance. " By the sword I 

AN IRISH CHIEF AND HIS ATTENDANTS. 

Derrick. "Inlare of Ireland," TS8t. 

have won these lands," he answered, "and l;>y 'the ,\lword will 
I keep them." But defiance broke idly against the skill and 

• 
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H enry Sidney. who succeeded Sussex as Lord 
rival septs of the north wcre drawn into a rising 

liS IMI SH Cll! .: ... ·~ t.ll~T nCllr 

"',,",1;,' ''''ft~''~f , ... ("wJ, .s'. 

against O ' Neill, while the Engli ~h army a(h'anced from the Pale; 
and Shane. defeated by the O'Donnell!>, took refuge in Antrim, 

Si ll II , Slp~ I(Y'S Mf.TVIl~ TO DVIII.I~ IInltll II \ ' I CTOIt\-I\ IH,:n1l0;o; !lY IoII1H)R 
IISU 1II, I)I::RIoIItS. 

IN_d. " ' ... ~ ./ f ... 16..J;' .sI', 

and was hewQ to pieces in a drunken squabble by his Scottish­

cnterla i n~rs. The victory o f S idney won l<..n ycnr:; of pe.a("(" for 
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Slle. VlJI . the wretched country; but Ireland had already been fixed on 
THIl by the Papacy as g round on which it could with adva,ntage fight 

CONQUEST 

OF out its quarrel with Elizabeth. Practically indeed the religio.us 
lRELAND 

1588 . question hardly existed there. The ecclesiastical policy of the 
TO 

1610 Protestant had indeed been revived in name on the Queen' 
accession; Rome was again renounced, the new Act of Uniformity 
forced the E nglish Prayer-book on the island, and compelled 
attendance at the services in which it was used. There was as 

before a general air of compliance with the law; even in the 
districts without the Pale the bishops generally conformed, and the 
only exceptions of which we have any information were to be 
found in the extreme south and in the north, where resistance was 
distant enough tn be safe. But the real cause of this apparent 

submission to the Act of Uniformity lay in the fact that it , 
remained, and necessarily remained, a dead letter. It was im­
possible to find any considerable number of English ministers, 

or of Irish priests acquainted with English. Meath was one 
of the most civilized dioceses, and out of a hundred curates in it 

1561 hardly ten knew any tongue save their own. The promise that 
the service-book should be translated into Irish was never ful­
filled, and the final clause of the Act itself authorized the use 
of a Latin rendering of it till further order could be taken. But 
this, like its other provisions, was ignored, and throughout 

Eli:tabeth'!' reign the gentry of the Pale went unquestioned to • 
Mass. There was in fact no religious persecutic)!1, and in the many 

complaints of SHane O'Neill we find no mention of a religious 
grievance. But this was far from being the view of Rome or of 

Spain, of the Catholic missionaries, or of the Irish exiles abroad. 
They represented, and perhaps believed, the Irish people to be 

writhing under a religious oppression which they were burning • to shake off. They saw in the Irish loyalty to Catholicism a lever 

1579 

for overthrowing the heretic Queen when in 1579 the Papacy 
planned the greatest and most comprehensive of its attl3.cks upon 

Elizabeth. While missionaries egged on the English atht>lics to 
revolt, the Pope hastened to bring about a Cathol ic revolution in 

Scotland and in Ireland. Stukely, an Irish refugee, had long 

pressed on the Pope and Spain the policy of a desc!;:nt"on beland ; 
and his plans were carried out at last by the landing of a small 

• 
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force on the shores of Kerry. 1 n spite of the arrival in the ' 

following year of two thousand Papal soldiers accompanied by 
a Legate, the attempt ended in a miserable failure. The fort of 
Smerwick, in which the invaders entrenched themselves, was forced 

9Y the new D eputy, Lord Grey, to surrender, and its garri son put 
r~thless ly to the sword. The Earl of Desmond , who after l on ~ 
indecision rose to support them, was defeated a nd hunteu over h i.; 
own country, which the panic-born cruelty of his pursuers harried 
into a wilderness. Pitiless as it was, the work done in 1\1 un ster 
spread a terror over the land which served England in g ad stead 

CASTLE O F THE DESM ONDS, ASKP.ATON, CO. LIME RICK. 

when the t.ruggle with atholici m culminated in the fi ght with 
the Armada' and not a chieftain stirred during that mem rable 

>, ' 
year save to rna sacre the mi erable men who were shipwrecked 

along the coast of Bantry or ligo. 
The p<J\ver of the Government was from this moment recogni zed 

everywl\ re throughout th land. But it was a power founded 
solely on terror ; a nd the outrages and exactions of the soldiery, 
who had been flu bed with rapine and bloodshed in the sout.h, 
sowell r.lUJin

b 
t e year which followed the reduction of Mun ter 

the seeds of a revolt more form idable than any which Elizabeth had 
~ 
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yet encountered. The tribes of Ulster, divided by the policy 0 

idney, were again united by the commoh hatred of thei.r op­
pressors ; and in Hugh O'Neill they found a leader of even gre~ter 
ability than hane himself. Hugh had been brought up at the 
Engli h court, and was in manners and bearing an Englishmap; 
he had been rewarded for his steady loyalty in previous contests' by 

RUINS O ~· OLL], GIA'I'E CHURCH (HUILT 1464) AND H OUSE OF TilE EARL OF 
VESMO. IJ AT YOUGHAL; GRA TED TO SIR WALTER RALEGH, 1585. 

A/ler W. H . Barllelt. 

a grant of the Earldom of Tyrone j and in his strife, with a rival 
chieftain of his clan he had secured aid from the Govern~ent by an 
offer to introduce the English laws and shire-system intp his new 
country. But he was no sooner undisputed master of the north 
than his tone gradually changed. Whether from ,a long-formed 

, " 
plan, or from su picion of English designs upon himself, he at last 
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took a position of open defiance. It was at the moment when the 
Treaty of Vervins, and the wreck of the second Armada, freed 
FAizabeth's hands from the struggle with Spai n, that the revolt 
under Hugh O'Neill broke the quiet which had pr vailed since 
tbe victories of L ord Grey. The Iri sh question again became the 
chief trouble of the Queen. The tide of her recent triumphs seemed 
at first to have turned. A defeat of the Engli sh forces in Tyrone 
caused a general ri sing of the northern tribes; and a great effort 

\ 

• 

made in 1599 for the suppressi n of the growing reyolt failed 
through the vanity and di obedience, if not the treacherous com-

plicity, of the Queen's Lieutenant, the young Earl of Essex. His 
ccessor, L rd Mountjoy, found hi m. elf master on his arrival of 

only a few miles round Dublin. Rut in three years the revolt was 
at an end. A Spanish force which landed t support it at Kinsale 
was dri~en· to surrender ; a line of forts secured the country as the 
Engli h mastered it; 11 open oppositi n was crushe lout by the 
energy ~nd the ruthlessness of the new Lieutenant ; and a famine 
which follow~d on his ravages completed the devastating work f 
the swo~d . II ugh O'Neill was brought in triumph to Dublin ; the 
Earl of Desmond , who had again roused Munster into revolt, fled 
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for rduge tt> Spain; and the work of conquest was at last brought 
to a close. Under the administration o f Mountjoy's successor, Sir 
A"rthur Chichester, an able and determined e ffort was made for the 
settlement of the conquered province by the general introduction of 
a~ plirely Eng lish system of government, justice, and property. 
Every vestige of the old Celti c constitu tion of the country was 
rejected a.<; .. barbarous." The tribal authority of the chiefs was 
taken from them by la\\". They were reduced to the position of 
g.reat nobles a :ld landowners, while their tribesmen rose from 
subjects into tenant s, owing only fixed and customary dues and 
services to their lords. The t ribal system of property in common 
was set aside, and the communal holdings of the tribesmen turned 
into the copyhold;; o f English law. In the same way the chid-

' tains were stripped of their hereditary jurisdictir)n, and the English 
system of judges and trial by jury substituted for their proceedings 
under Brehon or customary law. To all this the Celt s opposed the 
tenac ious ob"tinacy of their mce. I ri!oh juries, then as now, refused 
to cOIn-ict. Glad as the tribesmen were to be freed from the 
arbitrary exactions of their chiefs, they held them for chieftains 
still. The attempt made by Chichester, under pressure from 
England. to introduce the English uniformity of religion ended in 
uUer failure; for the Englishryof the Pale remained as Ca tholic as 
the nati\·c Irishry; and the sole result of thc measure was to build 

• up a new Irish people out of both on the common basis of rel igion. 
i\'illch, ho\\"e\"cr, had been done by the firm yet moderate go\"ern­
rnent of the Deputy, and signs were alrcady appearing of a dis­
position on the part of the people to conform gradua1!y to thc new 
uS<lges, when the English Council under Elizabeth's successor 

sp.c. \ III 

T~" 
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suddenly resoked upon and carried through the great revolutionary 1610 

l_easure which is known as the Colonization of U lster. The 
pacific and conservative policy o f Chichester was abandoned for a 
vast polic).; o f spoliation; two-thirds of the north or I reland was 
declared to have been confiscated to the Cro\\"n by the part its 
possessQrs had taken in a recent ('/Tort at revolt; and the lands 
which were thus gained were allottcd to new settlcrs of Scotch and 
English extn.ctiun. In its material results the Plantation of U lster • • 
was undoubtedly a brilliant success. Farms and homesteads, 

• churches and mills, rose fast am idst the desolate wilds of T yrone. 
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The Corporation of London undertook the colonization of Derry, 
ilnd gave to the little town the name which its heroic dcfencc has 
madc so famous. Thc foundation s of the economic prosperity 
which has raised Ulster high abovc thc rcst of Ireland in wealth 
and intcllige ncc wt.:I"c undouloLt.:dly laid in the confiscation of 16il:l. 
Nor d id thc mcasurc meet with any opposition at thc timc save 
that of secret discontcnt. Thc evicted nati ... ·cs withdrcw sullenly 
to the lands which had been left them by the spoiler; but al! faith 
in En glish justice had been torn from the minds of the Iri shry, and 

LU:HJO:-UKRRL 

D,..,.wi"r, Co ,~ i~ E~il"'k JIJllr""'. 

the secd had been sown of that fatal harvcst of distrust and di~· 

affection, which was to be reaped through tyranny and massacre Tn 
the age to come. 

T he T he colonization of U lster has carried us beyond the limits of 
De.ath of our present storu. T he t riumph of Mountjoy fl ung its lustre over 
E hzabetll! . ~ 

the last days o f E lizabeth, but no o uter triumph could break the 
g loom which gathered round the dying Queen. Lonely as she had 
always been, her loneliness deepened as she dtew· towards the 
grave. The statesmen and warriors of her earlier days had dropped 

• 
• 
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one by one- from her Council-board; and their succcssor~ wcre 
watchi ng her last moments, and intriguing for fa\'our in the coming 
reifjn. H er favourite, Lord Essex, was let! into an insane outbreak 
o f revolt which brought him to the block. The old splendour of 
her. court waned and disappeared Only officials remained about 
her, "the othe r of the Cou ncil and nobility estrange thcmsch'cs by 
all occasions." As she passed along in her progresses, the people 
whose applause she courted remained cold and silent. The temper 
of the age, in fa"Ct, was changing, and isolating her as it changcd. 
H er OWI1 England, the England \d\ich had growll Ill' around her, 
seriotls, moral, prosaic, shrank coldly (rom this brilliant, fanciful, 
unscrupulous child of earth ant! the Renascence. She had enjoyed 

TIlE UST GREAT ~lf.lJAl ST RUC ": TO CF.I.F.IIRATl!. TIll!. TRIUMl'lIS OF F.1.1l.A\1ItTlI, 
Hlo2. 

life as the men of her day enjoyed it, and now that they were gone 
she clung to it with a fierce tenacity. She hunted, she danced, she 
jested with her young favourites, she coquetted and scolded and 
frolicked at sixty-se\'en as she had done at thirty. "The Queen," 
wrote a courtier a few months before her death, "lI'as ne\'er so 
gaTtant these many years, ;lOr so set upon jolti!y." She pe rsisted, 
in !Spite of opposition, in her gorgeous progresses from country­
house to COl Tn try-house. She clung to business as of old, and rated 
in her us~a l fashion" onc who minded not to giving up some mattcr 
of account." But death crept on. Her face became haggard, and 
her frame shrank almost to a skeleton. At last her taste for finery. 
disappcat\:=d, ~nd she refused to changc hcr dresses for a week 
together. A st range melancholy settled down on her: "she hc.ld 
• . ' 
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in her hand:~ ays one who saw hcr in her last days, "a golden 
cup, which she often put to her lips : but in truth her heart seemed 
tooiull to need more fillin g." Gradually her mind gave way. She 
lost her memoTY, the violence of her temper became unbearable, 
her-.very courage seemed to forsake her. he called for a sword 
to lie constantly beside her, and thrust it from tim to time through 
the arras, as if she heard murderers stirring there. Fo d and rest 
became alike distasteful. She sate day and night propped up \~ith 
pillows on a stool, her finger on her lip, her eyes fixed on the floor, 
without a word. If she once broke the si lence, it was with a flash 
of her old queel~liness. When Robert recil asserted that she 

" must" go to bed, the word roused her like a trumpet. " Must!" 
she exclaimed ; "is must a word to be addressed to princes? Little 
IMln ,'little man! thy father, if he had been alive, durst not have 
used that word." Then, as her anger spent itself, she sank into her 
old dej~ction. "Thou art so presumptuous," she said, "becau e 
thou knowest 1 shall die." She rallied once more when the 
ministers beside her bed named Lord Beauchamp, the heir to the· 
Suffolk claim, as a possible successor. "I will have no rogue's 
son," she cried hoarsely, "in my scat." But she gave no sign, save 
a motion of the head, at the mention of the King of Scots. She 
was- in fact fast becoming insensible; and early the next morning 
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the life of Elizabeth, a life s; great, so strange and lonely in its 1603 

. &-reatness, passed quietly away . . 
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