TITLE-PAGE OF BEN JONSON'S WORKS, 1616,



CHAP. VII THE REFORMATION 881

purest, lightest fancy: his masques rich with gorgeous pictures; his  sec. v
pastoral, the “ Sad Shepherd,” fragment as it is, breathes a delicate Tue Eviza-
tenderness. But, in spite of the beauty and strength which lingered "Porrs
on, the life of our drama was fast ebbing away. The interest of

the people was in reality being drawn to newer and graver themes,

as the struggle of the Great Rebellion threw its shadow before it,

and the efforts of the playwrights to arrest this tendency of the

time by fresh excitement only brought about the ruin of the stage.

The grossness of the later comedy is incredible. Almost as
incredible is the taste of the later tragedians for horrors of incest

and blood. The hatred of the Puritans to the stage was not a mere

longing to avenge the insults which it had levelled at Puritanism ; .
it was in the main the honest hatred of God-fearing men against
the foulest depravity presented in a poetic and attractive form.

If the imaginative resources of the new England were seen in the
creators of Hamlet and the Faceric Queen, its purely intellectual
capacity, its vast command over the stores of human knowledge,
the amazing sense of its own powers with which it dealt with them,
were seen in the work of IFrancis Bacon. Bacon was born at the 1561
opening of Elizabeth’s reign, three years before the birth of
Shakspere. He was the younger son of a Lord Keeper, as
well as the nephew of Lord Burleigh, and even in boyhood his
quickness and sagacity won the favour of the Queen. Elizabeth
“delighted much to confer with him, and to prove him with
questions : unto which he delivered himself with that gravity
and maturity above his years that her Majesty would often term
him ‘ the young Lord Keeper.'” Iven as a boy at college he had
expressed his dislike of the Aristotelian phiiosophy, as *“ a philosophy
only strong for disputations and contentions, but barren of the
production of works for the benefit of the life of man.” As a
law-student of twenty-one he sketched in a tract on the “ Greatest
Birth of Time” the system of inductive enquiry he was already
prepared to substitute for it. The speculations of the young
thinker were interrupted by hopes of Court success ; but these were
soon dashed to the ground. He was left poor by his father's
death ; the ill-will of the Cecils barred his advancement with the
Queen : ane® a few years before Shakspere's arrival in London he
entered as a barrister at Gray's Inn. He soon became one of the
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most successful lawyers of the time. At twenty-three he was a
member of the House of Commons, and his judgment and eloquence
at once brought him to the front. *“ The fear of every man that
heard him was lest he should make an end,” Ben Jonson tells us.
The steady growth of his reputation was quickened by the appear-

ance of his “Essays,” a work remarkable not merely for the

FRANCIS BACON.
Porvtrvait by Van Sommer, at Gorhambury.

condensation of its thought and its felicity and exactness of
expression, but for the power with which it applied to human life
that experimental analysis which Bacon was at a fater time to
make the key of Science. His fame at once became great at home
and abroad, but with this nobler fame Bacen couldenot content
himself. He was conscious of great powers, as well as great aims
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for the public good; and it was a time when such aims could
hardly be realized save through the means of the Crown. But
political employment seemed further off than ever. At the outset
of his career in Parliament he had irritated Elizabeth by a firm
opposition to her demand of a subsidy ; and though the offence
was atoned for by profuse apologies, and by the cessation of all
further resistance to the policy of the court, the law offices of the
Crown were morc than once refused to him, and it was only after
the publication of his * Essays” that he could obtain some slight
promotion as a Queen's Counsel.  The moral weakness which more
and more disclosed itself is the best justification of the Queen in
her reluctance—a reluctance so strangely in contrast with her
ordinary course—to bring the wisest head in her realm to her
Council-board. The men whom Elizabeth employed were for the
most part men whose intellect was directed by a strong sense of
public duty. Their reverence for the Queen, strangely exaggerated
as it may seem to us, was guided and controlled by an ardent
patriotism and an carnest sense of religion ; and with all their
regard for the royval prerogative, they never lost their regard for
the law. The grandeur and originality of Bacon's intellect parted
him from men like these quite as much as the bluntness of his
moral perceptions.  In politics, as in science, he had little reverence
for the past. Law, constitutional privileges, or religion, were to
him simply means of bringing about certain ends of good govern-
ment ; and if these ends could be brought about in shorter fashion
he saw only pedantry in insisting on more cumbrous means. He
had great social and political ideas to realize, the reform and
codification of the law, the civilization of Ireland, the purification
of the Church, the union—at a later time—of Scotland and England,
educational projects, projects of material improvement, and the like ;
and the direct and shortest way of realizing these ends was in
Bacon's eyes the use of the power of the Crown. But whatever
charm such a conception of the royal power might have for her
successor, it had little charm for Elizabeth ; and to the end of her
reign Bacon was foiled in his efforts to rise in her service.

“ For my name and memory,” he said at the close of his life,
“1 Jeave itsto nlen's charitable speeches, and to forcign nations,
and the next age.” Amid political activity and court intrigue he
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sec. vii still found room for the philosophical speculation which had begun
1‘!:‘1::%‘1:» with his earliest years. At forty-four, after the final disappointment
Poers  of his political hopes from Elizabeth, the publication of the
“ Advancement of Learning ” marked the first decisive appearance
of the new philosophy which he had been silently framing.. The
close of this work was, in his own words, “a general and faithful
perambulation of learning, with an enquiry what parts thereof lic
fresh and waste, and not improved and converted by the industry
of man; to the end that such a plot, made and recorded to memory,
may both minister light to any public designation and also serve
to excite voluntary endeavours.” It was only by such a survey,
he held, that men could be turned from useless studies, or ineffectual
means of pursuing more useful ones, and directed to the true end
of knowledge as “a rich storehouse for the glory of the Creator and
the relief of man’s estate.” The work was in fact the preface to a
series of treatises which were intended to be built up into an
“ Instauratio Magna,” which its author was never destined to
complete, and of which the parts that we possess were published in
the following reign. The “ Cogitata et Visa” was a first sketch of
the * Novum Organum,” which in its complete form was presented
to James in 1620. A year later Bacon produced his “ Natural and
Experimental History.” This, with the “ Novum Organum " and
the “Advancement of Learning,” was all of his projected
* Instauratio Magna " which he actually finished ; and even of this
portion we have only part of the last two divisions. The “ Ladder
of the Understanding,” which was to have followed these and lead
up from experience to science, the “ Anticipations,” or provisional
hypotheses for the enquiries of the new philosophy, and the closing
account of “ Science in Practice,” were left for posterity to bring to
completion. “ We may, as we trust,” said Bacon, “make no
despicable beginnings. The destinies of the human race must
complete it, in such a manner perhaps as men looking only at the
present world would not readily conceive. For upon this will
depend, not only a speculative good, but all the fortunes of
mankind, and all their power,” When we turn froh words like
these to the actual work which Bacon did, it is hard not to feel
a certain disappointment. He did not thoroughly understand the
older philosophy which he attacked. His revolt from the waste of
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sec. Vi1 human intelligence, which he conceived to be owing to the
ﬂ;fl}'ﬁa- adoption of a false method of investigation, blinded him to the
Porrs  real value of deduction as an instrument of discovery ; and he was

encouraged in his contempt for it as much by his own ignorance of
mathematics as by the non-existence in his day of the great
deductive sciences of physics and astronomy, Nor had he a more
accurate prevision of the method of modern science. The
inductive process to which he exclusively directed men’s attention
bore no fruit in Bacon's hands. The “art of investigating nature ”
on which he prided himself has proved usecless for scientific
purposes, and would be rejected by modern investigators.  Where
he was on a more correct track he can hardly be regarded as
original. *“ 1t may be doubted,” says Dugald Stewart, “ whether
any one important rule with regard to the true method of
investigation be contained in his works of which no hint can be
traced in those of his predecessors.”” Not only indeed did Bacon
fail to anticipate the methods of modern science, but he even
rejected the great scientific discoveries of his own day. He set
aside with the same scorn the astronomical theory of Copernicus
and the magnetic investigations of Gilbert. The contempt seems
to have been fully returned by the scientific workers of his day.
“The Lord Chancellor wrote on science,” said Harvey, the
discoverer of the circulation of the blood, “like a Lord Chancellor.”
In spite however of his inadequate appreciation either of the
old philosophy or the new, the almost unanimous voice of later ages
has attributed, and justly attributed, to the “ Novum Organum”
a decisive influence on the developement of modern science. If he
failed in revealing the method of experimental research, Bacon was
the first to proclaim the existence of a Philosophy of Science, to
insist on the unity of knowledge and enquiry throughout the
physical world, to give dignity by the large and noble temper in
which he treated them to the petty details of experiment in which
science had to begin, to clear a way for it by setting scornfully
aside the traditions of the past, to claim for it its true rank and
value, and to point to the enormous results which its.culture would
bring in increasing the power and happiness of mankind. In one
respect his attitude was in the highest degree significgnt. The age
" in which he lived was one in which theology was absorbing the
intellectual energy of the world. He was the servant, too, of a .
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king with whom theological studies superseded all others. But if
he bowed in all else to James, Bacon would not, like Casaubon,
bow in this. He would not even, like Descartes, attempt to trans-
form theology by turning reason into a mode of theological
demonstration. He stood absolutely aloof from it. Though as a
politician he did not shrink from dealing with such subjects as
Church Reform, he dealt with them simply as matters of civil polity.

But from his exhaustive enumeration of the branches of human
knowledge he excluded theology, and theology alone.  His method
was of itself inapplicable to a subject, where the premisses were
assumed to be certain, and the results known. His aim was to
seek for unknown results by simple experiment. It was against
received authority and accepted tradition in matters of enquiry
that his whole system protested ; what he urged was the need of
making belief rest strictly on proof, and proof rest on the con-
clusions drawn from evidence by reason. But in theology—all
theologians asserted—reason played but a subordinate part. “If |
proceed to treat of it,” said Bacon, * I shall step out of the bark of
human reason, and enter into the ship of the Church.  Neither will
the stars of philosophy, which have hitherto so nobly shone on us,
any longer give us their light.” The certainty indeed of conclusions
on such subjects was out of harmony with the grandest feature of
Bacon's work, his noble confession of the liability of every enquirer
to error. It was his especial task to warn men against the * vain
shows " of knowledge which had so long hindered any real advance
in it, the “idols” of the Tribe, the Den, the Forum, and the
Theatre, the errors which spring from the systematizing spirit
which pervades all masses of men, or from individual idiosyncrasies,
or from the strange power of words and phrases over the mind, or
from the traditions of the past. Nor were the claims of theology
casily 1o be reconciled with the position which he was resolute to
assign to natural science. * Through all those ages,” Bacon says,
* wherein men of genius or learning principally or even moderately
flourished, the smallest part of human industry has been spent on
natural philosophy, though this ought to be estecemed as the great
mother of the sciences: for all the rest, if torn from this root, may

perhaps be polished and formed for use, but can receive little -

increase.” It was by the adoption of the method of inductive

el'lqmry which physical science was to make its own, and by basing
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enquiry on grounds which physical science could supply, that the
moral sciences, ethics and politics could alone make any real
advance. “Let none expect any great promotion of the sciences,
especially in their effective part, unless natural philosophy be
drawn out to particular sciences ; and, again, unless these particular
sciences be brought back again to natural philosophy. From this
defect it is that astronomy, optics, music, many mechanical arts,
and (what seems stranger) even moral and civil philosophy and
logic rise but little above the foundations, and only skim over the
varieties and surfaces of things.” It was this lofty conception of
the position and destiny of natural science which Bacon was the
first to impress upon mankind at large. The age was one in which
knowledge was passing to fields of enquiry which had till then
been unknown, in which Kepler and Galileo were creating modern
astronomy, in which Descartes was revealing the laws of motion,
and Harvey the circulation of the blood. But to the mass of men
this great change was all but imperceptible ; and it was the energy,
the profound conviction, the eloquence of Bacon which first called
the attention of mankind as a whole to the power and importance
of physical research. It was he who by his lofty faith in the
results and victoriés of the new philosophy nerved its followers to a
zeal and confidence equal to his own. It was he who above all gave
dignity to the slow and patient processes of investigation, of experi-
ment, of comparison, to the sacrificing of hypothesis to fact, to the
single aim after truth, which was to be the law of modern science.

COMPOUNDING A BALSAM.
Broadside in the Collection of the Society of Antiguaries.
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Section VIII.—The Conquest of Ireland, 1588—1610

-

[Authorities.—The materials for the early history of Ireland are described by
Professor O’Curry in his “ Lectures on the Materials of Ancient Irish History.”
They may be studied by the general reader in the compilation known as “ The
Annals of the Four Masters,” edited by Dr. O’'Donovan. Its ecclesiastical
history is dryly but accurately told by Dr. Lanigan (“ Ecclesiastical History of
Ireland”). The chief authorities for the earlier conquest under Henry the
Second are the “Expugnatio et Topographia Hibernica ” of Gerald de Barri,
edited for the Rolls series by Mr. Dimock, and the Anglo-Norman Poem
edited by M. Francisque Michel (London, Pickering, 1857). Mr. Froude has
devoted especial attention to the relations of Ireland with the Tudors ; but both
in accuracy and soundness of judgement his work is far inferior to Mr. Brewer’s
examination of them in his prefaces to the State Papers of Henry VIIL, or to
Mr. Gardiner’s careful and temperate account of the final conquest and settle-
ment under Mountjoy and Chichester (“ History of England”). The two series
of “ Lectures on the History of Ireland” by Mr. A. G. Richey are remarkable
for their information and fairness.]

While England became “a nest of singing birds” at home,

the last years of Elizabeth's reign were years of splendour and -

triumph abroad. The defeat of the Armada was the first of a
series of defeats which broke the power of Spain, and changed the
political aspect of the world. The next year fifty vessels and
fifteen thousand men were sent under Drake and Norris against
Lisbon. The expedition returned baffled to England, but it had
besieged Corunna, pillaged the coast, and repulsed a Spanish
army on Spanish ground. The exhaustion of the treasury indeed
soon forced Elizabeth to content herself with issuing commissions
to volunteers ; but the war was a national one, and the nation
waged it for itself.  Merchants, gentlemen, nobles, fitted out
privateers, The sea-dogs in ever growing numbers scoured the
Spanish Main ; Spanish galleons, Spanish merchant-ships, were
brought month after month to English harbours. Philip mean-
while was held back from attack on England by the need of
action in France. The Armada had hardly been dispersed when
the assassination of Henry the Third, the last of the line of
Valois, raised Henry of Navarre to the throne ; and the accession
of a Protestant sovereign at once ranged the Catholics of France
to a man on the side of the League and its leaders, the Guises.

it
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sec. Vil The League rejected Henry’s claims as those of a heretic, pro-
Tue  claimed the Cardinal of Bourbon King as Charles the Tenth, and
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HENRY 1V. OF FRANCE.
Picture by Porvbus, in the Louvre.

recognized Philip as Protector of France. [tereceivedethe support
of Spanish soldiery and Spanish treasure: and this new effort of
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Spain, an effort whose triumph must have ended in her ruin, forced sec. vin

Elizabeth to aid Henry with men and money in his five years’
struggle against the overwhelming odds which seemed arrayed
against him. Torn by civil strife, it seemed as though France
might be turned into a Spanish dependency ; and it was from its
coast that Philip hoped to reach England. But the day at last
went against the Leaguers. On the death of their puppet king,
their scheme of conferring the crown on Philip's daughter awoke
Jealousies in the house of Guise itself, while it gave strength to the
national party who shrank from laying France at the feet of
Spain.  Henry's submission to the faith held by the bulk
of his subjects at last destroyed all chance of Philip’s success.
* Paris is well worth a mass” was the famous phrase in which
Henry explained his abandonment of the Protestant cause, but
the step did more than secure Paris. It dashed to the ground all
hopes of further resistance, it dissolved the League, and enabled
the King at the head of a reunited people to force Philip to
acknowledge his title and consent to peace in the Treaty of Vervins.
The overthrow of Philip’s hopes in France had been made more
bitter by the final overthrow of his hopes at sea. In 1596 his
threat of a fresh Armada was met by the daring descent of an
English force upon Cadiz. The town was plundered and burned
to the ground ; thirteen vessels of war were fired in its harbour,
and the stores accumulated for the expedition utterly destroyed.
In spite of this crushing blow a Spanish fleet gathered in the
following year and set sail for the English coast; but as in the
case of its predecessor storms proved more fatal than the English
guns, and the ships were wrecked and almost destroyed in the
Bay of Biscay.

With the ruin of Philip’s projects in France and the assertion
of English supremacy at sea, all danger from Spain passed quietly
away, and Elizabeth was able to direct her undivided energies to
the last work which illustrates her reign.

To understand however the final conquest of Ireland, we must
retrace our steps to the reign of Henry the Second. The civiliza-
tion of the island had at that time fallen far below the height
which it had reachéd when its missionaries brought religion and
learning to the shores of Northumbria. Learning had almost
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disappeared. The Christianity which had been a vital force in the
eighth century had died into asceticism and superstition by the
twelfth, and had ceased to influence the morality of the people at
large. The Church, destitute of any effective organization, was
powerless to do the work which it had done elsewhere in Western
Europe, or to introduce order into the anarchy of warring tribes.
On the contrary, it shared the anarchy around it. - Its head, the

S. KEIVIN'S CELL, GLENDALOUGH.
Drawing by Sir Thomas Deane.

Coarb or Archbishop of Armagh, sank into the hereditary chieftain
of a clan; its bishops were without dioceses, and often mere
dependants of the greater monasteries. Hardly a trace of any
central authority remained to knit the tribes into a single nation,
though the King of Ulster claimed supremacy over his fellow-
kings of Munster, Leinster, and Connaught; and even within
these minor kingships, the regal authority was little more than a
name. The one living thing in the social and political chaos was

893

Sec. V111

Tue
CoNQuesT
or
IRELAND
1588
10
1610



804 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP.

sec. VIIL - the sept, or tribe, or clan,

_Tue  whose institutions re- A
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Lok, mained those of the earli -

158 est stage of human civili- Py > 1A
1610 zation. Its chieftainship (:
was hereditary, but in- M]Il_ _ :
stead of passing from _ \“ |
father to son, it was held Z '.
by whoever was the cldest 2 {8 .

member of the ruling

family at the time. The / g
umily at the time c "I 7

land belonging to the
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members, but re-divided

among them at certain 5. KEIVIN.

" s MS. Koy, 13 B, wid,
intervals of years, I'he Thirteenth Century.

practicc of * fosterage,”

or adoption, bound the adopted child morc closely to its foster
parents than to its family by blood. Every clement of improve-
ment or progress which had been introduced into the island dis-
appeared in the long and
desperate struggle with
the Danes. The coast-
towns, such as Dublin or
Waterford, which the in-
vaders founded, remained
Danish in blood and
manners, and at feud with
the Celtic tribes around
them, though sometimes
forced by the fortunes of
war to pay tribute, and
A to accept, in name at
LEGEND OF S, PATRICK'S HORN. least, the overlordship of

MS. Reoy. 13 B, wifi. o axin
Bl Cookird, the Irish Kings. It was

through these towns how-
ever that the intercourse with England, which had cedsed since
the eighth century, was to some extent renewed in the eleventh.
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Cut off from the Church
of the island by na-
tional antipathy, the
Danish  coast cities
applied to the See
of Canterbury for the
ordination of their
bishops, and acknow-
ledged a right of
spiritual supervision in
Lanfranc and Anselm.
The relations  thus
formed were drawn
closer by the slave-
trade which the Con-
qucror  and  Bishop
Waulfstan succeeded for
a time in suppressing
at Bristol, but which ap-
pears to have quickly
revived. In the twelfth
century  Ireland  was
full of Englishmen,
who had been kid-
napped and sold into
slavery, in spite of royal
prohibitions and the
spiritual menaces of the
English Church. The
statec of the country
afforded a legitimate
pretext for war, had a
pretext been needed by
the ambition of Henry
the Second ; and within
a few months of that
King’s coronation John
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of Salisbury was despatched to obtain the Papal sanction for an
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invasion of the island.  The enterprise as it was laid before Pope
Hadrian the Fourth took the colour of a crusade. The isolation
of Ireland from the general body of Christendom, the absence of
learning and civilization, the scandalous vices of its people, were
alleged as the grounds of Henry's action. It was the general belicf
of the time that all islands fell under the jurisdiction of the Papal

sought Hadrian’s permission to enter Ireland.  His aim was “to
enlarge the bounds of the Church, to restrain the progress of vices,
to correct the manners of its people and to plant virtue among
them, and to increase the Christian religion.” He engaged to
“subject the people to laws, to extirpate vicious customs, to respect
the rights of the native Churches, and to enforce the payment of
Peter's pence ” as a recognition of the overlordship of the Roman
Sece.  Hadrian by his bull approved the enterprise as one prompted
by *“the ardour of faith and love of religion,” and declared his will
that the people of Ireland should receive Henry with all honour,
and revere him as their lord.  The Papal bull was produced
in a great council of the English baronage, but the opposition
of the Empress Matilda and the difficulties of the enterprise
forced on Henry a temporary abandonment of his designs, and
his energies were diverted for the moment to plans of continental
aggrandizement.

Twelve years had passed when an Irish chieftain, Dermod,
King of Leinster, presented himself at Henry's Court, and did
homage to him for the dominions from which he had been driven
in one of the endless civil wars which distracted the island.
Dermod returned to Ireland with promises of aid from the English
knighthood ; and was soon followed by Robert FitzStephen, a son
of the Constable of Cardigan, with a smalil band of a hundred and
forty knights, sixty men-at-arms, and three or four hundred Welsh
archers. Small as was the number of the adventurers, their horses
and arms proved irresistible to the Irish kernes; a sally of the
men of Wexford was avenged by the storm of their town ; the
Ossory clans were defeated with a terrible slaughter, and Dermod,
seizing a head from the heap of trophies which his men piled at
his feet, toye off*in savage triumph its nose and lips with his teeth.
The arrival of fresh forces under Maurice Fitzgerald hc::aldcd the
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coming of Richard of Clare, Earl of Pembroke and Striguil, a
ruined baron later known by the nickname of Strongbow, who in
defiance of Henry's prohibition landed near Waterford with a force
of fifteen hundred men, as Dermod’s mercenary. The city was at
once stormed, and the united forces of the Earl and King marched
to the siege of Dublin. In spite of a relief attempted by the
King of Connaught, who was recognized as overking of the island
by the rest of the tribes, Dublin was taken by surprise ; and the
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LAVABO, MELLIFONT AHBBEY, DROGHEDA,
Drawing by Sir Thomas Deane.

marriage of Richard with Eva, Dermod’s daughter, left him on
the death of his father-in-law, which followed quickly on these
The new lord had
soon, however, to hurry back to England, and appease the jealousy
of Henry by the surrender of Dublin to the Crown, by doing
homage for Leinster as an English lordship, and by accempanying
the King in his voyage to the new dominion which the adventurers
had won. Had Henry been allowed by fortune to cawy out his
purpose, the conquest of Ireland would now have been accom-

successes, master of his kingdom of Leinster.
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plished. The King of Connaught indeed and the chiefs of nor-
thern Ulster refused him homage, but the rest of the Irish tribes
owned his suzerainty ; the bishops in synod at Cashel recognized
him as their lord ; and he was preparing to penetrate to the north
and west, and to secure his conquest by a systematic erection of
castles throughout the country, when the troubles which followed
on the murder of Archbishop Thomas recalled him hurriedly to
Normandy. The lost opportunity never returned. Connaught,
indeed, bowed to a nominal acknowledgement of Henry's overlord-
ship; John De Courcy penetrated into Ulster and established
himself at Downpatrick : and the Kirg planned for a while the
establishment of his youngest son, John, as Lord of Ireland.  But
the levity of the young prince, who mocked the rude dresses of the
native chieftains, and plucked them in insult by the beard, com-
pelled his recall ; and nothing but the feuds and weakness of the
Irish tribes enabled the adventurers to hold the districts of
Drogheda, Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, and Cork, which formed
what was thenceforth known as the ©“ English Pale.”

Had the Irish driven their invaders into the sea, or the English
succeeded in the complete conquest of Ireland, the misery of its
after history might have been avoided. A struggle such as that in

IRISH SCRIRBE, IRISH LADY PLAYING PSALTERY.
MS. Roy. 13 B. i
Thirteenth Century.

which Scofland drgve out its conquerors might have produced a
spirit of patriotism and national union, which would have formed
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a people out.of the mass of warring clans, A conquest such as  Sec. VIII
that of England by the Normans would have spread at any rate _ Tux
the law, the order, Congrmr
the peace and civili- “‘f_,fgg“’
zatign of the con- SErey
quering country —
over the length
and breadth of the
conquered. Unhap-
pily Ireland, while
powerless to effect
its dcliverance, was i
strong enough to
hold its assailants IRISHMEN ROWING.
i MS. Roy. 13 B. wiii.
partially at bay. Thirteenth Century.
The country was
broken into two halves, whose conflict has never ceased. The
barbarism of the native tribes was only intensified by their hatred
of the more civilized intruders. The intruders themselves, penned
up in the narrow limits of the Pale, fell rapidly to the level of the
barbarism about them.
All the lawlessness, the
ferocity, the narrowness,
of feudalism broke out
unchecked in the horde
of adventurers who held
the land by their sword.
It needed the stern ven-
geance of John, whose
army stormed  their
strongholds, and drove
the leading barons into
i exile, to preserve even
IRISHMEN ATTACKING A TOWER. their fealty to the Eng-
o”ﬁ;,f;i}h%,ﬁu:“' lish Crown. John divided 1210

the Pale into counties,

and ordereg the*observance of the English law ; but the departure

of his army was the signal for a return of the anarchy which he
Vor. 11 , 3N
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had trampled under foot. Every Irishman without the Pale was swc. VI
deemed an enemy and a robber, nor was his murder cognizable by  Tue
the Jaw. Half the subsist- o
ence of the barons was lﬂfgggb
drawn from forays across ieto
the border, and thesc forays o
were avenged by incursions
of native marauders, which
carried havoc to the walls
of Dublin. The English
settlers in the Pale itself
were harried and oppressed '
by enemy and protector
alike ; while the feuds of
the English lords wasted
their strength, and prevent-
ed any effective combination IR;S}?M/ETV \\'ﬁn‘;.l AXES.
for conquest or defence. Ditsenily Ceniit
The landing of a Scotch
force after Bannockburn with Edward Bruce at its head, and a
general rising of the Irish which welcomed this deliverer, drove
indeed the barons of the Pale to a momentary
union ; and in the bloody field of Athenree 1316
their valour was proved by the slaughter of
eleven thousand of their foes, and the almost
complete extinction of the sept of the O’Connors.
But with victory returned anarchy and degra-
dation. The barons sank more and more into
Irish chieftains ; the FitzMaurices, who became
Earls of Desmond, and whose great territory
in the south was erected into a County Palatine,
adopted the dress and manners of the natives
. around them ; and the provisions of the Statute
IRISH FOOT-SOLDIER, :
Temp. Edward 1. of Kilkenny were fruitless to check the growth
-4 ad o of this evil The Statute forbade the adoption 1366

bv any man of English blood of the Irish
language er name .or dress ; it enforced within the Pale the use

of English law, and made that of the native or Brehon law, which
3N2
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Poynings’

Act

was gaining ground, an act of treason ; it made treasonable any
marriage of the Englishry with persons of Irish blood, or any
adoption of English children by Irish foster-fathers. But stern
as they were, these provisions proved fruitless to check the fusion
of the two races, while the growing independence of the Lords
of the Pale threw off all but the semblance of obedience to the
English government. It was this which stirred Richard the
Second to a serious effort for the conquest and organization of
the island. He landed with an army at Waterford, and received
the general submission of the native chieftains. But the Lords
of the Pale held sullenly aloof; and Richard had no sooner
quitted the island than the Irish in turn refused to carry out
their promise of quitting Leinster. In 1398 his lieutenant in
Ireland, the Earl of March, was slain in battle, and Richard
resolved to complete his work by a fresh invasion; but the
troubles in England soon interrupted his efforts, and all traces of
his work vanished with the embarkation of his soldiers.

With the renewal of the French wars, and the outburst of
the Wars of the Roses, Ireland was again left to itself, and English
sovereignty over the island dwindled to a shadow. But at last
Henry the Seventh took the country in hand. Sir Edward Poyn-
ings was despatched as deputy ; the Lords of the Pale were scared
by the seizure of their leader, the Earl of Kildare ; the Parliament
of the Pale was forbidden by the famous Poynings’ Act to treat of
any matters save those first approved of by the English King and
his Council. For a while however the Lords of the Pale must
still serve as the English garrison against the unconquered Irish,
and Henry made his prisoner the Earl of Kildare Lord Deputy.
“All Ireland cannot rule this man,” grumbled his ministers.
“ Then shall he rule all Ireland,” replied the King. But though
Henry the Seventh had begun the work of bridling Ireland he had
no strength for exacting a real submission ; and the great Norman
Lords of the Pale, the Butlers and Geraldines, the De la Poers and
the Fitzpatricks, though subjects in name, were in fact defiant of
royal authority. In manners and outer seeming they’ had sunk
into mere natives ; their feuds were as incessant as those of the
Irish septs ; and their despotism over the miserablé inhabitants of
the Pale combined the horrors of feudal oppression with those of
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Celtic anarchy. Crushed by taxation, by oppression, by misgovern-
ment, plundered alike by Celtic marauders and by the troops
levied to disperse them, the wretched descendants of the first
English settlers preferred even Irish misrule to English “order,”
and the border of the Pale retreated steadily towards Dublin. The
towns of the seaboard, sheltered by their walls and their municipal
self-government, formed the only exceptions to the general chaos ;
elsewhere throughout its dominions the English Government,
though still strong enough to break down any open revolt, was a
mere phantom of rule. From the Celtic tribes without the Pale

SO N e < 7

TRIM CASTLE (ON THE BORDER OF THE PALE),

even the remnant of civilization and of native union which had
lingered on to the time of Strongbow had vanished away. The
feuds of the Irish septs were as bitter as their hatred of the
stranger ; and the Government at Dublin found it easy to main-
tain a strife, which saved it the necessity of self-defence, among a
people whose “ nature is such that for money one shall have the
son to war against his father, and the father against his child.”
During the first thirty years of the sixteenth century, the annals of
the country which remained under native rule record more than
a hundred raids and battles between clans of the north alone.
But the timae was at last come for a vigorous attempt on the part
of England te introduce order into this chaos of turbulence and
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misrule. To Henry the Eighth the policy which had been pur-
sued by his father, of ruling Ireland through the great Irish lords,
was utterly hateful. His purpose was tq rule in Ireland as
thoroughly and effectively as he ruled in England, and during the
latter half of his reign he bent his whole energies to accomplish
this aim. From the first hours of his accession, indeed, the Irish
lords felt the heavier hand of a master. The Geraldines, who had
been suffered under the preceding reign to govern Ireland in the
name of the Crown, were quick to discover that the Crown would
no longer stoop to be their tool. Their head, the Earl of Kildare,
was called to England and thrown into the Tower. The great
house resolved to frighten England again into a conviction of its
helplessness ; and a rising of Lord Thomas Fitzgerald followed the
usual fashion of Irish revolts. A murder of the Archbishop, of
Dublin, a capture of the city, a repulse before its castle, a harrying
of the Pale, ended in a sudden disappearance of the rebels among
the bogs and forests of the border on the advance of the English
forces. It had been usual to meet such an onset as this by a raid
of the same character, by a corresponding failurc before the castle

of the rebellious noble, and a retreat like his own, which served as

Henry
Eighth

a preliminary to negotiations and a compromise. Unluckily for the
Geraldines, Henry had resolved to take Ireland seriously in hand,
and he had Cromwell to execute his will. Skeffington, a new Lord
Deputy, brought with him a train of artillery, which worked a
startling change in the political aspect of the island. The castles
which had hitherto sheltered rebellion were battered into ruins.
Maynooth, a stronghold from which the Geraldines threatened
Dublin and ruled the Pale at their will, was beaten down in a fort-
night. So.crushing and unforeseen was the blow that resistance
was at once at an end. Not only was the power of the great
Norman house which had towered over Ireland utterly broken, but
only a single boy was left to preserve its name.

With the fall of the Fitzgeralds Ireland felt itself in a master’s
grasp. “ Irishmen,” wrote one of the Lord Justices to Cromwell,
“ were never in such fear as now. The King’s sessions are being
kept in five shires more than formerly.” Not only were the
Englishmen of the Pale at Henry’s feet, but the kernes of Wick-
low and Wexford sent in their submission ; and for the first time
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in men’s memory an English army appeared in Munster and
reduced the south to obedience. A castle of the O’Briens, which
guarded the passage of the Shannon, was carried by assault, and
its fall carried with it the submission of Clare.

Athlone brought about the reduction of Connaught, and assured

the loyalty of the great Norman house of the De Burghs or

Bourkes, who had assumed an almost royal authority in the west

The resistance of the tribes of the north was broken in the victory

CASTLE OF THE GERALDINES, AT MAYNOOTIIL.

of Bellahoe. In seven years, partly through the vigour of Skeffing- 1

ton’s successor, L.ord Leonard Grey, and still more through the
resolute will of Henry and Cromwell, the power of the Crown,
which had been limited to the walls of Dublin, was acknowledged
over the length and breadth of Ireland. But submission was far
from being all that Henry desired. His aim was to civilize the
people whom he had conquered—to rule not by force but by
law. DBut the'only conception of law which the King or his minis-
ters could frame was that of English law. The customary law

The capture of
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sec. vill  which prevailed without the Pale, the native system of clan

Tue government and common tenure of land by the tribe, as well as
ConqQuesT © ) )
I xe  the poetry and literature which threw their lustre over the Irigh
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tongue, were either unknown to the English statesmen, or de-
spised by them as barbarous. The one mode of civilizing Ireland
and redressing its chaotic misrule which presentfed itself to their
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minds, was that of destroying the whole Celtic tradition of the
Irish people—that of “making Ireland English” in manners, in
law, and in tongue. The Deputy, Parliament, Judges, Shegiffs,
which already existed within the Pale, furnished a faint copy of
English institutions ; and these, it was hoped, might be gradually
extended over the whole island. The English language and mode
of life would follow, it was believed, the English law. The one
effectual way of bringing about such a change as this lay in a
complete conquest of the island, and in its colonization by English
settlers ; but from this course, pressed on him as it was by his own
lieutenants and by the settlers of the Pale, even the iron will of
Cromwell shrank. It was at once too bloody and too expensive.
To win over the chiefs, to turn them by policy and a patient
generosity into English nobles, to use the traditional devotion of
their tribal dependents as a means of diffusing the new civilization
of their chiefs, to trust to time and steady government for the
gradual reformation of the country, was a policy safer, cheaper,
more humane, and more statesmanlike. It was this system which,
even before the fall of the Geraldines, Henry had resolved to adopt ;
and it was this which he pressed on Ireland when the conquest
laid it at his feet. The chiefs were to be persuaded of the
advantage of justice and legal rule. Their fear of any purpose
to *expel them from their lands and dominions lawfully
possessed ” was to be dispelled by a promise “to conserve them
as their own.” Even their remonstrances against the introduction
of English law were to be regarded, and the course of justice to
be enforced or mitigated according to the circumstances of the
country. In the resumption of lands or rights which clearly
belonged to the Crown “sober ways, politic shifts, and amiable
persuasions ” were to be preferred to rigorous dealing. It was this
system of conciliation which was in the main carried out by the
English Government under Henry and his two successors. Chief-
tain after chieftain was won over to the acceptance of‘the indenture
which guaranteed him in the possession of his lands, and left his
authority over his tribesmen untouched, on condition of a pledge

. of loyalty, of abstinence from illegal wars and exactions on his

fellow-subjects, and of rendering a fixed tribute' andr service in
war-time to the Crown. The sole test of loyalty demanded was
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the acceptance of an English title, and the education of a son at
the English court ; though in some cases, like that of the O'Neills,
a promise was exacted to use the English language and dress,
and to encourage tillage and husbandry. Compliance with con-
ditions such as these was procured, not mercly by the terror of
the royal name, but by heavy bribes. The chieftains in fact
profited greatly by the change. Not only were the lands of the
suppressed abbeys granted to them on their assumption of their
new titles, but the English law-courts, ignoring the Irish custom

DOMINICAN FRIARY, SLIGO.
Built ¢ 1416,
After W. H. Bartlett.

by which the land belonged to the tribe at large, regarded the
chiefs as sole proprietors of the soil.

The merits of the system were unquestionable ; its faults were
such as a statesman of that day could hardly be expected to
perceive, The Tudor politicians held that the one hope for the
regeneration of Ireland lay in its absorbing the civilization of
England. The prohibition of the national dress, customs, laws,
and language must have seemed to them merely the suppression
of a barbarism which stood in the way of all improvement. At
this monfent however a fatal blunder plunged Ireland into religious
strife. The religious aspect of Ireland was hardly less chaotic
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than its political aspect had been. Ever since Strongbow’s landing
there had been no one Irish Church, simply because there had
been no one Irish nation. There was not the slightest difterefice
in doctrine or discipline between the Church without the Pale and
the Church within it. But within the Pale the clergy were éx-
clusively of English blood and speech, and without it they were
exclusively of Irish. Irishmen were shut out by law from abbeys
and churches within the English boundary ; and the ill-will of the
natives shut out Englishmen from churches and abbeys outside it.

ROCK ABBEY (FRANCISCAN), ASKEATON,
Built by the Earl of Desmond, 1420.

As to the religious state of the country, it was much on a level
with its political condition. Feuds and misrule had told fatally
on ecclesiastical discipline. The bishops were political officers,
or hard fighters like the chiefs around them ; their sees were
neglected, their cathedrals abandoned to decay. Through whole
dioceses the churches lay in ruins and without priests. The only
preaching done in the country was done by the bcggiﬁg friars,
and the results of the friars’ preaching were small. “If the King
do not provide a remedy,” it was said in 1525, “there will be no
more Christentie than in the middle of Turkey.” Unfortunately
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the remedy which Henry provided was worse than the disease.
Politically Ireland was one with England, and the great revolution
which was severing the one country from the Papacy extended
itself naturally to the other. The results of it indeed at first
seemed small enough. The Supremacy, a question which had
convulsed England, passed over into Ireland to meet jts only
obstacle in a general indifference. Everybody was ready to accept
it without a thought of its consequences. The bishops and clergy
within the Pale bent to the King’s will as casily as their fellows

BRIDGE AND FRIARY (FOUNDED 1478), KILCREA, CO. CORK.

in England, and their example was followed by at least four prel-
ates of dioceses without the Pale. The native chieftains made
no more scruple than the Lords of the Council in renouncing
obedience to the Bishop of Rome, and in acknowledging Henry
as the “ Supgeme Head of the Church of England and Ireland
under Chgist.” There was none of the resistance to the dissolu-
tion of the abbeys which had been witnessed on the other side of

the Channel, and the greedy chieftains showed themselves perfectly .

willing to share the plunder of the Church. But the results of the
measure were fatal to the little culture and religion which even the
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past centuries of disorder had spared. Such as they were, the sec vin
religious houses were the only schools which Ireland contained. - Tur

oy . . SONQUEST
Th(.'.- system of vicars, so general in England, was rare in Ireland ; mﬁ:ﬂ

churches in the patronage of the abbeys were for the most part 1588
seryed by the religious themselves, and the dissolution of their 1610
houses suspended public worship over large districts of the country. '
The friars, hitherto the only preachers, and who continued to
labour and teach in spitc of the efforts of the Government, were
thrown nccessarily into a position of antagonism to the English

rule.

Had the ecclesiastical changes which were forced on the country Protest.
ended here, however, little harm would in the end have been done. Ansim
But in England the breach with Rome, the destruction of the Ireland
monastic orders, and the establishment of the Supremacy, had
roused in a portion of the people itself a desire for theological
change which Henry shared, and was cautiously satisfying. In
Ircland the spirit of the Reformation never existed among the
people at all. They accepted the legislative measures passed in
the English Parliament without any dream of theological con-
sequences, or of any change in the doctrine or ceremonies of the
Church. Not a single voice demanded the abolition of pilgrimages,
or the destruction of images, or the reform of public worship. The
mission of Archbishop Browne *“for the plucking down of idols 1335
and extinguishing of idolatry " was a first step in the long cffort of
the English Government to force a new faith on a people who to a
man clung passionately to their old religion. Browne's attempts at
“tuning the pulpits” were met by a sullen and significant opposi-
tion. “ Neither by gentle exhortation,” the Primate wrote to
Cromwell, “nor by evangelical instruction, ncither by oath of them
-solcmnly taken, nor yet by threats of sharp correction may 1
pcrs'uade or induce any, whether religious or secular, since my
coming over, once to preach the Word of God nor the just title of
our illustriaus Prince.” Even the acceptance of the Supremacy,
which had been so quietly effected, was brought into question when
its results became clear. The bishops abstained from compliance
with the order to erase the Pope’s name out of their mass-books.

The pulpjts remajned steadily silent. When Browne ordered the
destruction of the images and relics in his own cathedral, he had
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to report that the prior and canons “find them so sweet for their
gain that they heed not my words.” Cromwell, however, was
resolute for a religious uﬁiforxnity between the two islands, and the
Primate borrowed some of his patron’s vigour. Recalcitrant
priests were thrown into prison, images were plucked down frpm
the roodloft, and the most venerable of Irish relics, the Staff of
St. Patrick, was burnt in the market-place. But he found no
support in his vigour, save from across the Channel. The Irish
Council was cold. The Lord Deputy knelt to say prayers before
an image at Trim. A sullen, dogged opposition baffled Cromwell’s
efforts, and his fall was followed by a long respite in the religious
changes which he was forcing on the conquered dependency.
With the accession of Edward the Sixth, however, the system of
change was renewed with all the energy of Protestant zeal. The
bishops were summoned before the Deputy, Sir Anthony St. Leger,
to receive the new English Liturgy, which, though written in a
tongue as strange to the native Irish as Latin itself, was now to
supersede the Latin service-book in every diocese. The order was
the signal for an open strife. “ Now shall every illiterate fellow
read Mass,” burst forth Dowdall, the Archbishop of Armagh, as he
flung out of the chamber with all but one of his suffragans at his
heels.  Archbishop Browne, of Dublin, on the other hand, was
followed in his profession of obedience by the Bishops of Meath,
Limerick, and Kildare. The Government, however, was far from
quailing beforc the division of the episcopate. Dowdall was driven
from the country, and the vacant sees were filled with Protestants,
like Bale, of the most advanced type. But no change could be
wrought by measures such as these on the opinions of the people
themselves. The new episcopal reformers spoke no Irish, and of
their English sermons not a word was understood by the Jude
kernes around the pulpit. The native priests remained silent.
“As for preaching we have none,” reports a zealous Protestant,
“without which the ignorant can have no knowledge.” The
prelates who used the new Prayer-book were simply retrarded as
heretics. The Bishop of Meath was assured by one of his flock
that, “if the country wist how, they would eat you.” Protestantism
‘had failed to wrest a single Irishman from his. older cenvictions,
but it succeeded in uniting all Ireland against the Crown. The
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old political distinctions which had been produced by the conquest  sec. vin

of Strongbow faded before the new struggle for a common faith.
Thespopulation within the Pale and without it became one, “not as
the Irish nation,” it has been acutely said, “but as Catholics.” A
newssense of national identity was found in the identity of religion.
“Both English and Irish begin to opposc your Lordship's orders,”
Browne had written years before to Cromwell, “and to lay aside
their national old quarrels.”

With the accession of Mary the shadowy form of this carlier
Irish Protestantism melted quictiy away. There were no Protest-
ants in Ireland save the new bishops ; and when Bale had fled over
sea, and his fellow-prelates had been deprived, the Church re-
sumed its old appearance. No attempt, indeed, was made to
restore the monasteries; and Mary exercised her supremacy,
deposed and appointed bishops, and repudiated Papal interference
with her ecclesiastical acts, as vigorously as her father. But the
Mass was restored, the old modes of religious worship were again
held in honour, and religious dissension between the Government
and its Irish subjects was for the time at an end. With the
close, however, of one danger came the rise of another.  England
was growing tired of the policy of conciliation which had been
steadily pursued by Henry the Eighth and his successor. As
yet it had been rewarded with precisely the sort of success which
Wolsey and Cromwell anticipated: the chiefs had come quietly
in to the plan, and their septs had followed them in submission
to the new order. *The winning of the Earl of Desmond was
the winning of the rest of Munster with small charges. The
making O’Brien an Earl made all that country obedient.”” The
Macwilliam became Lord Clanrickard, and the Fitzpatricks Barons
of Upper Ossory. A visit of the great northern chief who had
accepted the title of Earl of Tyronc to the English Court was
regarded as a marked step in the process of civilization. In the
south, wheré the system of English law was slowly spreading,
the chieftains sate on the bench side by side with the English
justices of the peace ; and something had been done to check the
feuds and disorder of the wild tribes between Limerick and Tippe-
rary. “Men n;ay'pass quietly throughout these countries without
danger of robbery or other displeasure.” In the Clanrickard
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county, once wasted with war, “ ploughing increaseth daily.” 1In
Tyrone and the north, indeed, the old disorder reigned without a
check; and everywhere the process of improvement tried the
temper of the English Deputies by the slowness of its advance.
The only hope of any rcal progress lay in patience; and ‘there
were signs that the Government at Dublin found it hard to wait.

IRISH MEN AND WOMEN,
Temp. Elizabeth.
MS. Add. 28330

The “rough handling” of the chiefs by Sir Edward Bellingham, a
Lord Deputy under the Protector Somerset, roused a spirit of
revolt that only subsided when the poverty of the Exchequer
forced him to withdraw the garrisons he had planted in the heart
of the country. His successor in Mary’s reign, Lord Sussex, made
raid after raid to no purpose on the obstinate tribes of the north,

o
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burning in one the Cathedral of Armagh and three other churches.
A far more serious breach in the system of conciliation was made
when the project of English colonization which Henry had steadily
rejecled was adopted by the same Lord Deputy, and when the
country of the O'Connors was assigned to English settlers, and
madé shire-land under the names of King's and Queen's Counties,
in honour of Philip and Mary. A savage warfare began at once
between the planters and the dispossessed septs, which oniy ended
in the following reign in the extermination of the Irishmen.
Commissioners were appointed to survey waste lands, with the aim
of carrying the work of colonization into other districts, but the
pressure of the French war put an end to these wider projects.
Elizabeth at her accession recognized the risk of the policy of
confiscation and colonization, and the prudence of Cecil fell back
on the safer though more tedious methods of Henry.

The alarm however at Iinglish aggression had already spread
among the natives: and its result was seen in a revolt of the
north, and in the rise of a leader far more vigorous and able than
any with whom the Government had had as yet to contend. An
acceptance of the Earldom of Tyrone by the chief of the O'Neills
brought about the inevitable conflict between the system of suc-
cession recognized by English and that recognized by Irish law.
On the death of the Earl, England acknowledged his eldest son as
the heir of his Earldom ; while the sept maintained their older right
of *choosing a chief from among the members of the family, and
preferred Shane O'Neill, a younger son of less doubtful legitimacy.
Sussex marched northward to scttle the question by force of
arms ; but ere he could reach Ulster the activity of Shane had
quelled the disaffection of his rivals, the O'Donnells of Donegal,
and won over the Scots of Antrim. “Never before,” wrote
Sussex¥®, “durst Scot or Irishman look Englishman in the face in
plain or wood since I came here ;" but Shane had fired his men
with a new coyrage, and charging the Deputy's army with a force
hardly half, its number drove it back in rout on Armagh. A
promise of pardon induced him to visit London, and make an
illusory submission, but he was no sooner safe home again than its
terms were set aside ; and after a wearisome struggle, in which

Shane foiled the efforts of the Lord Deputy to entrap or to poison
o 302
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sec viiI him, he remained virtually master of the north. His success

c Tue  stirred larger dreams of ambition ; he invaded Connaught, and
ONQUEST o
OF
IRELAND

AN IRISH BANQUET.
Derrick, * Image of Ireland,” 1581.

pressed Clanrickard hard : while he replied to the remonsirances
of the Council at Dublin with a bold defiance. “ By the sword 1

AN IRISH CHIEF AND HIS ATTENDANTS.
Derrick, *“ Image of Irveland,” 1581.

" have won these lands,” he answered, “and by ‘the gword will
I keep them.” But defiance broke idly against the skill and

°



THE REFORMATION 921

VIl

vigour of Sir Henry Sidney, who succeeded Sussex as Lord sec vin

Deputy. The rival septs of the north were drawn into a rising L_"::_'l?m_

AN IRISH' CHIEF'S LAST FIGH?
Derrick, *' Imape of [reland,” 152

against O’'Neill, while the English army advanced from the Pale ;
and Shane, defeated by the O'Donnells, took refuge in Antrim,

UBLIN AFTER A VICTORY—HKECEI'TION HY MAYOR
AXD ALDEERMEN.
. Dervick, ¥ fmage of [reland,” 1581

SIR H, SIPNH\"S RETURN TO D

and was hewp to pieces in a drunken squabble by his Scottishe

23 e - 'y %y o " .
entertainers. The victory of Sidney won len years of peace for
L
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the wretched country ; but Ircland had already been fixed on
by the Papacy as ground on which it could with advantage fight
out its quarrel with Elizabeth. Practically indeed the religious
question hardly existed there. The ecclesiastical policy of the
Protestants had indeed been revived in name on the Queen)s
accession ; Rome was again renounced, the new Act of Uniformi.ty
forced the English Prayer-book on the island, and compelled
attendance at the services in which it was used. There was as
before a general air of compliance with the law; even in the
districts without the Pale the bishops generally conformed, and the
only exceptions of which we have any information were to be
found in the extreme south and in the north, where resistance was
distant enough to be safe. But the real causc of this apparent
submission to the Act of Uniformity lay in the fact that it
remained, and nccessarily remained, a dead letter. It was im-
possible to find any considerable number of English ministers,
or of Irish priests acquainted with English. Meath was one
of the most civilized dioceses, and out of a hundred curates in it
hardly ten knew any tongue save their own. The promise that
the service-book should be translated into Irish was never ful-
filled, and the final clause of the Act itself authorized the use
of a Latin rendering of it till further order could be taken. But
this, like its other provisions, was ignored, and throughout
Elizabeth’s reign the gentry of the Pale went unquestioned to
Mass. There was in fact no religious persecution, and in the many
complaints of Shane O’Neill we find no mention of a religious
gric'vancc. But this was far from being the view of Rome or of
Spain, of the Catholic missionaries, or of the Irish exiles abroad.
They represented, and perhaps believed, the Irish people to be
writhing under a religious oppression which they were burning
to shake off. They saw in the Irish loyalty to Catholicism a lever
for overthrowing the heretic Queen when in 1579 the Papacy
planned the greatest and most comprehensive of its attacks upon

-Elizabeth. While missionaries egged on the English Catholics to

revolt, the Pope hastened to bring about a Catholic revolution in
Scotland and in Ireland. Stukely, an Irish refugee, had long
pressed on the Pope and Spain the policy of a descent®on Ireland ;
and his plans were carried out at last by the landing of a smal.l
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force on the shores of Kerry. In spitc of the arrival in the-

following year of two thousand Papal soldiers accompanied by
a Legate, the attempt ended in a miserable failure. The fort of
Smerwick, in which the invaders entrenched themselves, was forced
Ry the new Deputy, Lord Grey, to surrender, and its garrison put
riithless]y to the sword. The Earl of Desmond, who after long
indecision rose to support them, was defeated and hunted over his
own country, which the panic-born cruelty of his pursuers harried
into a wilderness. Pitiless as it was, the work done in Munster
spread a terror over the land which served England in good stead

—_—

CASTLE OF THE DESMONDS, ASKEATON, CO. LIMERICK,

when the struggle with Catholicism culminated in the fight with
the Armada ; and not a chieftain stirred during that memorable
yc;r save to massacre the miserable men who were shipwrecked
along the coast of Bantry or Sligo. .

The power of the Government was from this moment recognized
everywhere throughout the land. But it was a power founded
solely on terror ; and the outrages and exactions of the soldiery,
who had been flushed with rapine and bloodshed in the suut.h,
sowed durint the years which followed the reduction of Munster
the seeds of a revolt more formidable than any which Elizabeth had
(-]
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sec. VI yet encountered. The tribes of Ulster, divided by the policy of

,I- : - . - alt . ~ » - ™
Conoi o Oidney, were again united by the common hatred of their op

ey Pressors; and in Hugh O’Neill they found a leader of even greater

’é_ﬁg ability than Shane himself. Hugh had been brought up at the
1610 English court, and was in manners and bearing an Englishman ;

& he had been rewarded for his steady loyalty in previous contests by

RUINS OF COLLEGIATE CHURCH (RUILT 1464) AND HOUSE OF THE EARL OF
DESMOND AT YOUGHAL ; GRANTED TO SIR WALTER RALEGH, 1585. .
After W, H. Bartlett.

a grant of the Earldom of Tyrone; and in his strife ,with a rival
chieftain of his clan he had secured aid from the Government by an
offer to introduce the English laws and shire-system intp his new
country. But he was no sooner undisputed master of the north
“than his tone gradually changed. Whether from a long-formed

plan, or from suspicion of English designs upon himself, he at last
.
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took a position of open defiance. It was at the moment when the
Treaty of Vervins, and the wreck of the second Armada, freed
FEdizabeth’s hands from the struggle with Spain, that the revolt
under Hugh O’Neill broke the quiet which had prevailed since
the victories of Lord Grey. The Irish question again became the
chief trouble of the Queen. The tide of her recent triumphs seemed
at first to have turned. A defeat of the English forces in Tyrone
caused a general rising of the northern tribes ; and a great cffort
made in 1599 for the suppression of the growing revolt failed
through the vanity and disobedience, if not the trcacherous com-

DUNLUCE CASTLE, CO. ANTRIM.

plicity, of the Queen’s Licutenant, the young Earl of Essex. His
sgiccessor, Lord Mountjoy, found himself master on his arrival of
only a few miles round Dublin. But in three years the revolt was
at an end. A Spanish force which landed to support it at Kinsale
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was driven to surrender ; a line of forts secured the country as the 1601-1603
»

English mastered it ; all open opposition was crushed out by the
energy and the ruthlessness of the new Licutenant ; and a famine
which followed on his ravages completed the devastating work ef
the sword. Hugh O'Neill was brought in triumph to Dublin ; the
Earl of Desmond, who had again roused Munster into revolt, fled

Vou. 11 30"
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for refuge tb Spain ; and the work of conquest was at last brought sec. vint

to a close. Under the administration of Mountjoy's successor, Sir _ Tur

CoNQUEST

Axthur Chichester, an able and determined effort was made for the | °" =
scttlement of the conquered province by the general introduction of 1588
- TO
aspirely English system of government, justice, and property. 1610

Every vestige of the old Celtic constitution of the country was 1605-1608
rcjected as “barbarous.” The tribal authority of the chiefs was
taken from them by law. They were reduced to the position of
great nobles and landowners, while their tribesmen rose from
subjects into tenants, owing only fixed and customary dues and
services to their lords. The tribal system of property in common
was sct aside, and the communal holdings of the tribesmen turned
into the copyholds of English law. In the same way the chief-
“tains were stripped of their hereditary jurisdiction, and the English
system of judges and trial by jury substituted for their proceedings
under Brehon or customary law.  To all this the Celts opposed the
tenacious obstinacy of their race.  Irish juries, then as now, refused

to convict. Glad as the tribesmen were to be freed from the
arbitrary exactions of their chiefs, they held them for chieftains
still.  The attempt made by Chichester, under pressure from
England, to introduce the English uniformity of religion ended in
utter failure ; for the Englishry of the Pale remained as Catholic as
the native Irishry ; and the sole result of the measure was to build
up a new Irish people out of both on the common basis of religion.
Much, however, had been done by the firm vet moderate govern-
ment of the Deputy, and signs were already appearing of a dis-
position on the part of the people to conform gradually to the new
usages, when the Iknglish Council under Elizabeth’s successor
suddenly resolved upon and carried through the great revolutionary 4,0
mcasure which is known as the Colonization of Ulster. The
pacific and conservative policy of Chichester was abandoned for a
vast policy of spoliation ; two-thirds of the north of Ireland was .
declared to have been confiscated to the Crown by the part its
possessors had taken in a recent effort at revolt ; and the lands
which were thus gained were allotted to new settlers of Scotch and
English extraction. In its material results the Plantation of Ulstér
was undoubtedly a brilliant success. Farms and homesteads,

o churches and mills, rose fast amidst the desolate wilds of Tyrone.

1
o
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sec. Vil The Corporation of London undertook the colonization of Derry,

Conme . and gave to the little town the name which its heroic defence has

laxy Made so famous. The foundations of the economic prosperity

1588 which has raised Ulster high above the rest of Ircland in wealth
1610 and intelligence were undoubledly laid in the confiscation of 161b.
Nor did the measure meet with any opposition at the time save
that of secret discontent. The evicted natives withdrew sullenly
to the lands which had been left them by the spoiler ; but all faith

in English justice had been torn from the minds of the Irishry, and

LONDONDERRY,
Drawing, c. 1680, in British Musenm:.

the seed had been sown of that fatal harvest of distrust and dig-
affection, which was to be reaped through tyranny and massacre in
the age to come.
The The colonization of Ulster has carried us beyond the limits of
gﬁ:‘; e‘:g our present story. The triumph of Mountjoy flung its lugtrc over
the last days of Elizabeth, but no outer triumph could break the
gloom which gathered round the dying Queen. Lonely as she had
always been, her loneliness deepened as she drew towards the
grave,  The statesmen and warriors of her earlier days had dropped
L]

-
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onec by one from her Council-board ; and their successors were
watching her last moments, and intriguing for favour in the coming
reign. Her favourite, Lord Essex, was led into an insane outbreak
of revolt which brought him to the block. The old splendour of
hef, court waned and disappeared. Only officials remained about
her, “ the other of the Council and nobility estrange themselves by
all occasions.” As she passed along in her progresses, the people
whose applause she courted remained cold and silent.  The temper
of the age, in fact, was changing, and isolating her as it changed.
Her own England, the England which had grown up around her,
serious, moral, prosaic, shrank coldly from this brilliant, fanciful,
unscrupulous child of carth and the Renascence.  She had enjoyed

TR
=
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THE LAST GREAT MEDAL STRUCK TO CELEBRATE THE TRIUMPHS OF ELIZABETH,
. 1602,

life as the men of her day enjoyed it, and now that they were gone

she clung to it with a fierce tenacity. She hunted, she danced, she

jested with her young favourites, she coquetted and scolded and

frolicked at sixty-seven as she had done at thirty. “ The Queen,”

wrote a courtier a few months before her death, “was never so

gallant these many years, nor so set upon jollity.” She persisted,

in spite of opposition, in her gorgeous progresses from country-

house to colntry-house. She clung to business as of old, and rated
in her ustial fashion “one who minded not to giving up some matter
of account.” But death crept on. Her face became haggard, and
her frame shrank almost to a skeleton. At last her taste for finerys
disappeafed, and she refused to change her dresses for a week
together. A strange melancholy settled down on her: “she held
.
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in her hand,s says one who saw her in her last days, “a golden sec. vin

cup, which she often put to her lips : but in truth her heart seemed

CoNQUEST

too full to need more filling.” Gradually her mind gave way. She-

lost her memory, the violence of her temper became unbearable,
her’ ,very courage seemed to forsake her. She called for a sword
to lie constantly beside her, and thrust it from time to time through
the arras, as if she heard murderers stirring there. Food and rest
became alike distasteful. She sate day and night propped up with
pillows on a stool, her finger on her lip, her eyes fixed on the floor,
without a word. If she once broke the silence, it was with a flash
of her old queenliness. When Robert Cecil asserted that she
“must” go to bed, the word roused her like a trumpet. * Must!”
she exclaimed ; “is must a word to be addressed to princes? Little
man, little man! thy father, if he had been alive, durst not have
used that word.” Then, as her anger spent itself, she sank into her
old dejection. “Thou art so presumptuous,” she said, “because
thou knowest I shall dic.” She rallied once more when the

ministers beside her bed named Lord Beauchamp, the heir to the-

Suffolk claim, as a possible successor. “I will have no rogue’s
son,” she cried hoarsely, “in my scat.” But she gave no sign, save
a motion of the head, at the mention of the King of Scots. She
was in fact fast becoming insensible ; and early the next morning
the life of Elizabeth, a life so great, so strange and lonely in its

‘gweatness, passed quictly away.

Tue
oF
IRELAND
1588
TO
1610

1603



