
THE NEW MONARCHY 

spiracy. All the descendants of H enry the Fourth had passed away, 
but the line of J ohn of Gaunt still su rvived. The Lady Margaret 
Beaufort, the last representative of the House of Somersct, had 
married the Earl or R ichmond, Edmund Tudor, and bccomc the 
mother of Henry T udor. In the act which legitimati zed the Beau-
forts an illegal clause had been inserted by Henry the Fourth which 
barred their succession to the crown; but as the last remaining 
scion of the line of Lancaster H enry's claim was acknowledged by 
the partizans of his I louse, and he had been dril'en to seek a 
rcfug"e in Brittan)" from the jealous hostility of the Yorki!>t 
so\"ercign". l\lorton's plan was the marri:lge of H enry T udor with 
E lizabeth, the daughter and heiress of Edward the Fourth, and 
with Buckingham's aid a formidable revolt was organized. The 
outbreak was - quickl)" put down. But daring as was H.ichard's 
natural temper. it was nOI to mere yiolence that he trusted in his 
seizure of the throne. During- his brother's reig"n he had watched 
keenly the upgrowth of public discontent as the new policy of the 
monarchy dCI·eloped itself, and it was as the restorer of its older 
liberties that he appea led for popular support. "We be deter
mined," said the citizens of London in a petition to the King, 
"rather to advcnture and to commit us to the peril of our lives and 
jeopardy of death, than to li\'e in slIch thraldom and bondage as 
we ha\"e liyee long timc heretofore, oppressed and injlll"cd by 
extortions and new impositions against the la\\"s of God and man 
and the liberty and laws of this realm, wherein cvery Englishman 
is inherited." Richard met the appeal by again cOIl\·oking 
Parliament, which, as we hal'e seen, had been all but discontinued 
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under Edward, a nd by sweeping measures of reform. 111 the one 1484 

session of h is brief reign the practice of extorting- monc)" by 
"benevolences" was declared illegal, while grants of pardons and 
remission of forfeitures reversed in Some me •• sure the lXllicy of 
terror by which Edwa rd at once held the country in awe and filled 
his tr/!asury. Numerous statu tes broke the s lumber5 of Parlia· 
mentary legislation. A series of mercantile enactments strove to 
pro!ect the growing interests of English commerce. The King's 
love of li terature showed itself in the provision that no statutes 
should act as a hindra nce" to any artifice!" or merchant stranger, 
of what nation or cou ntry he be, for bringiug UIlLu this realm or 
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selling by retail or otherwise of any manner of books, written or 
imprinted." H is prohibition of the iniquitous seiwre of goods 
before conviction of felony, which had prevailed during Ed\rard's 
reign, his liberation of the bondmen who still remained unenfran· 
chised on the royal domain, and hi s religious foundation s, show 
R ichard's ke<:n anxiety to purchase a popularit)' in which the 
bloody opening of his reign might be forgotten. But as the news 
of the royal children's murder slowly spread, the most pitiless !>tood 
aghast at thi s crowning de<:d of blood. The pretence of COIl

stitutional rule, too, was soon thrown off, and a le\T of bene\'olences 
in defiance of the statute which had just been passed woke general 
indignation, T he King felt himself ... afe; he had even \".011 the 
Queen-mother's conscnt to his marriage with Elizabeth ; and ll enry, 
alone and in exile, seemed a small danger. But a wide conspiracy 
at once revealed itself when Il enry landed at I\lilford lla\'en, and 
ad\'anced through \\'aJcs. li e no sooner encountered the royal 
army at Bo~worth Field in Leicestershire than treachery decided 
the day. Abandoned ere the battle began by a di\'ision of hi s 
forces under I.ord Stanley, and as it opened by a second body 
under the Earl of Northumberland, Ri chard dashed with a cry of 
.. Treason, Treason," into the thick of the fight. I n the fury of his 
despair he had already (lung the Lancastrian standard to the 
ground and hewed his way into the \'cry prescnce of his ri\',Ii, when 
he fell O\'erpbwered by numbers, and the crown which he had worn. 
<lnd which was found as the struggle endcd lying ncar a hawthorn 
bush, was placed on the hcad of the conqueror. 

\\"ith the accession of I lenry thc 5e\'enth ended the long 
blood shed of the civil wars. The two warring lines wCl'e united 
by his marriage with Elizabeth: hi s only dangerous rivals were 
removed by the successive deaths of the nephews of Edward the 
Fourth, Joh n de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln, a son of Edward's 
bister, who had been acknowledged as his successor by Richard 
the Third; and the Earl of \Varwick, a son of Edward's brother the 
Duke of Clarence, and next male hei r of the Yorkist line. Two 
retnarkable impostors sllcceeded fo r a time in exciting formidable 
revolts, La mbert Simne], uncler the name of the Earl of \Varwiek, 
and Perkin \Varbeck, who personated the Duke of York, the 
second of the child ren murdered in the Tower. D..:-feat, however, 
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reduced the first to the post of scullion in the royal kitchen; and 
the second, after far stran ger adventures, and the recognition of 
his claims by the Kings of cotland and France, as well as by the 

HENRY Vll. 

Picture io National Portrait Gallery. 

Duchess-Dowager of Burgundy, whom he claimed as his aU!lt, 
1501 was captured and four years later hanged at Tyburn. Revolt only 

proved more clearly the strength which had been given to the New 
Monarchy by the revolution which had taken place in the art of 
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Suo II I war. The introduction of gunpowder had ruined feudalism. Thc 
mounted and heaviiy·armcd knight gave way to the meaner footman. 
Fortresses which had been impregnable against the attacks of the 
i\1iddle Ages crumbled before the new artillery. Although gun· 
powder hau been ill usc as early as Crec}" it was not till the 
accession of the I louse of Lancaster that it was really brought 
into effective employment as a military resource. But the J'e\'olu t ion 
in warfare was immediate. T he wars of Henry the F ifth were 
wars of s ieges. The" Last o f the Darons," as \\ 'a r\\'ick has pic· 

turesquely been styled, relied mainly on his train of artillery. It I 
was artillery that turned the day at Barnet and T cwke"bury, and 
that gave I Ienry the Seventh his \yictory o\'er the formidable 
dangers which assailed him. The strength which the change gave 
to the crown was, in fact, almost irresistible. Throughout the 
l\l iddlc Ages the call of a great baron had been enough to raise 
a formidable revol t. Yeomen and retainers took down the bol\' 
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from their chim ney corner, kni ghts buckled on thei r armour. and 
in a few days an army threatened the throne. Bu t withou t arti llery 
sueh an arm)' was now helpless, and the one train of artillery in 
the kingdom lay at the di sposal of the J..::ing. It was the con · 
:;ciousness o f his strength which enabled the new sovereign to 

quietly resume the policy of Edward the Fourth. li e was forced, \ 
indeed, by the circumstances o f his descent to base his ri ght to 
the throne on a Parliamentary title. \\'ithout reference ei ther to 
the ciaim of b lood or conquest, the I louses enacted simply" that 
the inheritance of the Crown should be, rest, remain , and abide 

'509 
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in the most Royal person of their sO\'ereign lord, Kin g l-I e l~ ry the 

Se\'enth, and the heirs of his body lawfully ensuing." ( But the\ 
poiieyof Edward was faithfully followed, and Parliament was but 
twiec convened during the last thirt.een years of Ilenry's reign) J ./ 

I 
The chief aim, indeed, o f the King was the accumulation of a V 
treasure which would relieve him from the need of e\'er appealing 
for its a id. W"' Subsldies granted for the support o f wa rs which 
Henry evaded formed the base of a royal treasure, which was 
sw~lled by the revival o f dormant claims of the crown, by the 
exaction of fines for the bleach of forgotten tcnures, and by a 
host of petty extortions. A dilemma of his favourite minister, 
which received the name of "Morton's fork," cxtUiteu g ifts to the 
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exchequer from men who lived handsomely on the ground that 
their wealth was manifc t, and from those who li v d plainly on thc 
plea that economy had madc them wealthy. till greater sums 
were drawn from those who were compromised in the revolts which 

T RJAL OF' WEIGHTS AND MEASURES AT TIlE EXCHEQUER, A. 12 HENRY VI!. (1497). 
Vetllsta jJfo"uJ/l~lIta; /.,.0/11, a drawing- formerly ill tlu Har/cian. Library. 

chcquered the I ing's rule. 0 successtul were these efforts that \ 
at the end of his reign H enry bequeathed a hoard of two milliQn 
to his. successor. The arne imitation of Edward's policy was 
een in Henry's civil government. Broken as was the strength 

of the baronage, there still remained lords whom the new monarch 
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watched with a jealous solicitude. Their power lay in the hosts of s..;. III 
di sorderly retainers who swa rmed round their houses, rcady to 
furni sh a force .n case o f revolt, while in peace they became centres 
of outrage and defiance to the law. Edward had ordered the 
dissolution of these military households in his Statute of LiYcrics. 
and the statute was enforced by Henry with the utmost SC\·criIY. 
On a visit to the Earl of Oxford, one of the most devoted adherents 
of the Lancastrian cause, the King found two long lines of liveried 
retainers drawn up to receive him. '; r thank rOll for your good 

A FOJ(y..sU..!.I..F.1l IN THY. PILLORY, '49 7. 
Y~(hS:" tI!~"'''''NOI''; /..,,,, " "","'i~r I~~", .. ":t ; .. (It~ It.,ric;,,,, Lilmv,.. 

cheer, my Lord," said H enry as they parted, ., but I may not 

endure to have my laws broken in my sight. :Myattorney mllst 
speak with you." The Earl was glad to escape with a fine of 
£ 10,000. It was with a special view to the suppression of this 
danger that Henry employed the criminal jurisdiction of the Royal 

CO'!llcii. H e appointed a committee of his Council as a regular 
Court, to which the j>lace where it usually sat gave the name of the 

Court of Star Chamber. The King's aim was probably little more 
thall a purpose to enforce order on the land by bringing t.he great 
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nobles before his wn judgment-seat i but the establishment of the 
co~rt a a regular and no longer an exceptional tribunal, whose 
traditional powers were confirmed by Parliamentary statute, and 
where the absence of a jury cancelled the prisoner's right to be 
tried by his peer, furni shed his son with his r adiest instrument 
of tyranny. But thoug-h the drift of llenry's policy was steady in 

HENRY VII. CIVIXC TO ABBOT ISLIP TilE I NUENTURE FOR THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE KING'S CHAPEL I N WESTMINSTER ADBEY, A.D. 1504. 

B"ok 0./ b,d'"/llre. /lIS. fla,·I. )~98. 

the direction of despotism, his temper seemed to promise the reign 
of a poetic dre mer rather than of a statesman.v The spare form, 
the sallow face, the quick eye, the shy, solitary humour broken by 
outbursts of plea ant converse or genial sarcasm, told of an inQer 
concentration and enthusiasm. His tastes were literary and 
'ilrtistic i he was a patron of the new printing press, a lover of 
books and of art. But life gave Henry lit tle leisure for dreams or 
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culture. Wrapt in schemes of foreign intrigue, struggling with 
dangers at home, he could take small part in the one movement 
which stirred England during his reign, the great intellectual 

revolution which bears the name of the Revival of Letters. 

SOVF.RETGN OF lTF.NRY VIT. 

Section IV.-The New Learning, 1509-1520 

[Aulltorilies.- The general literary history of this period is fully and 
accurately given by Mr. Hallam (" Literature of Europe '") , and in a confused 
but interesting way by W a rton (" Hi tory of English Poetry"). The most 
accessible edition of the typical book of the Revival, More' ".Utopia," is the 
Elizabethan translation, publi shed by Mr. Arber (" English Reprints," ) 869). 
The history of Erasmus in England must be followed in his ow n entertaining 
Letters, abstracts of some of which will be found in the well-known biography 
by Jortin. Colet's work and the theological a pect of the kel·ival l;as been 
described by Mr. Seebohm (" The Oxfo·d Reformers of 1498"); for Warham's 
share, I have ventured to borrow a little from a paper of mine on "Lambeth 
and the Archbishops," in" Stray Studies."] 
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Great as were the issues of Henry's policy, it shrinks into The New 

littleness if we turn from it to the weighty movements which Learning 

were now st irring the minds of men. The world was passing 

through changes more momentous than any it had witnessed 
since the victory of hristianity ami the fall of the Roman 

Empire. Its phy Ical bounds were suddenly enlarged. The 
discoveries of ropernicus revealed to man the secret of the 

univer e. Portuguese mariner doubh:t1 the Cape of G nri Hope 
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SEC. IV <lnd anchored their merchant fleet in the hal'bnurs of India. 
T n NEW Columbus crossed the untraversed ocean to add a New V\.'orld 
LEARNING 

1509 to the Old. Seba tian Cilbot, starting from the port of Bristol, 
T<> 

1520 threaded his way among the icebergs of Labrador. This sudden 

. . 

contact with new land , new faiths, new fRces of men quickened 
the slumbering intelligcJlce of Euro!-,e into a strange curiosity . 

SEBASTIAN CAnOl'. 

Picture formerly :It Whitehall. 

The first book of voyages that told of the Western World, the 
Travels of Amerigo Vespucci, were soon" in everybody's hands." 
The" Utopia" of More, in its wide range of speculation on every 
subject of human thought Rnd action, tells us how roughly and 
utterly the narrowness and limitation of human life had been 
broken up. The capture of Constantinople by the Turks, and 
the flight of its Greek scholars to the shores of Italy, opened 
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anew the' science and literature of the older world at the very 
hour when the intellectual energy o f the :Middlc Ag-es had Slink 

jnto exhaustion. The ex iled . Greek scholars were welcomed in 
Italy, and F lorence, so long the home of freedom and of art, 
became the home o f an intelleclU al revival. The poctrr of Il omer, 

A v reus' hie liber eft I; non elt preelorior ulb 

Gen l~' kllendm"o; quoddocet I(tudopu~ . IV,II;"!! 
~·'11'~" Aureus hic.numerus: lun~: (o!itt, l~bores 

Monfinnrur fielle: cund~'\Ilign~ poli : 
~ot'\l (ub hoc hbrotelT~ pcrlollg~ reg~nrul 

T emp:;r~ : quj!~dlcs : lIlenlis: &~nnus em . 
Scicur I'n infhnu qu~un't lit f>or~ die!' 

H une em~t ~rhologusqui ueht elfe oeo. 
Hoc lo.lnn.:s opus regie de mome prob.itum 

Compotlut: rOC! notus in ir~h~. 
GEod ucnet:l imprdfum Nit in telluft penllos 

Inferius q uorum nom"n~ plch loco . 

• 
B",u"!",p;/lo, de Augulb ~ 
PetruS loOan de: ungc:nccn 
E .. hudu5 ntdoltde Augu{h 
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the drama of Sophocles, the philosophy of Aristotle and o( Plato 

woke again to li fe beneath the shadow of the mighty dome with 
whit:h Brunelleschi had just crowned the Cit)' by the Arno. All 
the restless energy which F lorence had so long thrown into the 
cause of I;bcrt)' she flung, now that her liberty was reft from her, 
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into the cause of letters. The galleys of her m rchants brought . 
back manuscripts from the East" as the most pl:~cious portions of 
their freight. In the palCl,ces of her nobles fragment of. classic . 
sculpture ranged themselves beneath the frescoes of Ghirlandajo. 
The recovery of a treatise of Cicero's or a tract of Sa.l1ust's from 
the dust of a monastic library wa!; welcomed by the group Df 
statesmen and artists who gathered jn the RuceIJai garde~s with 
a thrill of enthusiasm. Foreign scholars soon flocked over the 
Alps to learn Greek, the key of the !lew knowledge, from the 
Florentine teachers. Grocyn, a fellow of New ollege, was 
perhaps the first Englishman who studied under the Greek exile, 

halcondylas; and the Greek lectures which he delivered in 
Oxford on his return mark the opening of a new period in our 
history. lJhy ical as well as literary activity awoke with the re- ' 
discovery of the teachers of Greece, an the continuous progress 
of English science may be dated from the day when Linacre, 
another Oxford student, returned from the lectures of the Floren
tine Politian to . revive the oleler tradition of medicine by his 
translation of Galen. 

But from the first it was manifest that the revival of letters 
would take a t ne in England velY different from the tone it had 
taken in Italy, a tone less literary, less Jargely human, but more ' 
moral, more religious, more practical in its bearings both upon 
society and politics. The awakening of a rational hristiani.ty, 
whether in England or in the Teutonic worlel at large, began ~ith 

the Italian studies of John olet; and the vigour and earnest
ness of Colet were the be t proof of the strength with which the 
new movement was to affect Engli h religion. lIe came back to 
Oxford utterly untouched by the Platonic mysticism or the 
semi-serious infidelity which characterized the group 6f scholars 
round Lorenzo the Magnificent. He was hardly more i,nAuenced 
by their literary enthusiasm. The knowledge of Greek seems 
to have had one almost exclusive end for him , and this was a 
religious end. Greek was the key by which he could unlock the 
Gospels and the ew Testament, and in these he thought that he 
could find a new religious standing-ground. It was this resolv.e of 
Colet to fling aside the traditional dogmas of his day and to 
discover a rational and practical religion in the Gospels themselves, 
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which gave its peculia r stamp to the theology of the Renascence. 
. His faith stood .. simply on a vivid realization of the person of 
. Christ. J n the prominence whi~h such a view gave to the moral 

life, in his free cr.itieism o(the earlier Scriptures, in his tendency to 
simple forms of doctrin<;: an·d confessions ·of faith, Colet struck the 

keY-Bote of a · mode· of relig ious thought as strongly in contrast 

JOHN eOLET. 
Ilolland, "Hrroolog'i'II." 

with that of the la ter Reformation as with that of Catholicism 
itself. The allegorical and mystical theology on which th Middle 

Ages had spent their intellectual vigour to such little purpose 
feU ' at one blow before his rejection of all but the hi torical 

and grammatical sense of the Biblical t xt. The great fabric of 
belief built tip by the medireval doctor seemed to him simply 
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S&. IV "the corruption of the choolmen." In the life and sayings 
TilE EW of its Founder he found a simple and rational Christianity, whose 
LEARNI NG 

1509 fittest expression was the Apostles' creed. " About the rest," he 
'1'0 

1520 said with characteristic impatience, "let divines dispute as they 
will." Of his attitude towards the coarser aspects of the current 
religion his behaviour at a later time before the famous shrine of 

t. Thomas at anterbury gives us a rough indication. As the 
blaze of its jewels, its costly sculptures, its elaborate metal-work 

BECKET'S SHRINE. 
Glass Painting, Thirteenth Century, in Canterbury Ca.thedral. 

Stanley, II AfclII01"ials of Canterh11r;', " 

burst on CoIet's view, he suggested with bitter irony that a saint 

so lavish 10 the poor in his lifetime would certainly prefer that 
they should posses the wealth heaped round him since hi' death. 
With petulant disgust he rejected the rags of the martyr which 
were offered for his adoration, and the shoe which was offered 

for his kiss. The earnestness, the religious zeal, the very impa
tience and want of sympathy with the pa t which we see in every 

1497 word and act of the man, bur t out in the lectures on St. Paul's 



VJ THE NEW MONARCHY 

Epistles which he delivered at Oxford. Even to the most critical 
among his heal:ers he seemed" like one inspired, raised in voice, 
eye, his whole countenance and mien, out of himself." Severe 
as was the outer life of the new teacher, a severity marked by his 
plain black robe and the frugal table which he preserved amidst 
hi~ later dignities, his lively conversation, his frank simplicity, the 
purity and nobleness of hi~ life, even the keen outbursts of his 
troublesome temper, cndcared him to a group of scholars among 

whom Erasmus and Thomas More stood in the foremost rank 
., Greece has crossed the Alps," cried the exiled Argyropulas 

on bearin; a translation of Thucydides by the German Reuchlin; 
but the glory, whether of Reuchlin j or of the Teutonic scholars 
who followed him, was soon eclipsed by that of Erasmus. His 
enormous industry, the vast store of classical learning which he 

gradually accumulated, Erasmus shared with others of his day. 
In patristic reading he may have stood beneath Luther ; in 

originality and profoundness of thought he was certainly inferior 

to More. His theology, though he made a far greater mark on 
the world by it than even by his cholarship, he derived almost 
without change from Colet. But his combination of vast learning 

with keen observation, of acuteness of remark with a lively fancy, 
of genial wit with a perfect good sense-his union of as sincere 
a p:ety and as profound a zeal for rational religion as Colet's with 
a dispassionate fairness towards older faiths, a large love of 
secular cliiture, and a genial freedom and play of mind-this 
union was his own, and it was through this that Erasmus embodi~d 
for the Teutonic peoples the quickening influence of the ew 
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Learning during the long scholar-life which began at Paris and '" 
ended amidst darkness and sorrow at Ba el. At the time of 
Colet's return from Italy Era mus was young and comparatively 

unknown, but the chivalrous enthu iasm of the new movement 
breaks out in his letters from Paris, whither he had wandered as 
a !:lcholar. "I have given up my whole soul to Greek learning," 

he writes, "and as 'oon as I get any money I shall buy Greek 
books-and then I hall buy som clothes." It wa in despair of 
rcad1ing Italy th'at the young schular made his way to Oxford, as 

the one place on this side the Ips where he would be enabled 

through the t aching of G1'Ocyn to acquire a k~o\Vledge of Greek 1498 

RR2 
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But he had no sooner arrived there than all feeling of regret SEC. IV 

vanished away. "I have found in Oxford," he writes, "so much TilE N.,w 
Lr:.hl!N'l:.JG 

polish and learning that now I hardly care about going to Italy 
at all, save for the sake of having been there. When I listen to 

. my friend eo let it seems like li st.ening to Plato himself. Who docs 
not wonder at the wide range of Grocyn's knowJcdge? What can 
be more searching. deep, . and refined , than the judgement of 
Linacre? When did Nature ' mould a temper more gentle, 

endearing, and happy than the temper of Thomas More? " 

TO 

1520 

But the new movement was far from being bounded by the Revival 
of 

walls of Oxford. The silent influences of time were working, Learning 

indeed, steadily for its cause. Th printing press was making 

PRINTING PRESS, ISIl. 
Title4p:\ge of U Hegesippus," printed by Jodocu s. R:ulius Ascensius, Paris, 15U. 

letters the common property of all. In the last thirty years of 
the. fifteenth century ten thousand edition of book and pamphJcts 
are said to have b en publi hed thr ughout Europe, the mo t 

important half of them of course in Italy ; and all the L ati n 
' authors w(;re acecssibl to v ry stud III b f, re it clo!'ed . AIm st . 
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SEC. IV all the more valuable authors of Greece were published in the 
TII1: NEW first twenty years of the century which followed. The profound 
LEARNINC 

1509 influence of this burst of the two great classic literatures upon the 
TO 

1520 world at once made itself felt. « For the first time," to use the 

Arch
bish.op 
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picturesque phrase of M. Taine, « men opened their eyes and saw." 
The human mind seemed to gather new energies at the sight 
of the vast field wh'ch opened before it. It attacked every 
province of knowledge, and it transformed all. Experimental 
science, the science of philology, the science of politics, the 
critical investigation of religious truth, all took th,eir origin from 
the Renascence-this 'New Birth ' of the world. Art, if it lost 
much in purity and propriety, gained in scope and in the fearless
ness of its love of Nature. Literature, if rushed for the moment 
by the overpowering attraction of the great models of Greece 
and Rome, revived wi th a grandeur of form, a large spirit of 
humanity, such as it had never known since their day. In 
England the influence of the new movement extended far beyond 
the little group in which it had a few years before seemed concen
trated. The great churchmen became its patrons. Langton, 
Bishop of Winchester, took delight in examining the young 
scholars of his episcopal family every evening, and sent all the 
most promising of them to study across the Alps. Learning 
found a yet warmer friend in the Archbi shop of Canterbury. 
Immersed as Archbishop Warham was in the business of the state, 
he was no mere politician. The eulogies which Erasmus lavished 
on him while he lived, his praises of the Primate's learning, of his 
ability in business, his pleasant humour, his modesty, his fidelity 
to friends, may pass for what eulogies of living men are commonly 
worth. But it is difficult to doubt the sincerity of the glowing 
picture which he drew of him when death had destroyed all 
interest in mere adulation. The letters indeed which passed 
between the great churchman and the wandering scholar, the quiet, 
simple-hearted grace which amidst constant instances of munifi
cence preserved the perfect equality of literary friendship, the 
enlightened piety to which Erasmus could address the noble w?rds 
of his preface to St. Jerome, confirm the judgement of every good 
man of Warham's day. In the simplicity of his life the 
Archbishop offered a s.triking contrast to the luxurious noble 
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of his time. He cared no~hing for the pomp, the sensual pleasures, 
the hunting and dicing in which they too commonly indulged. 
An hour's pleasant reading, a quiet chat wilh some learned 
new-comer, alone broke the endless round of civil and eccle
siastical business. l~ ew men realized so thoroughly as Warham 

ARCHBISHOP WAIULAM . 
Picfurt by llolocin , at L amh::/I. Palace. 

the new conception of an intellectual and moral equality before 
which the old social distinctions of the world were to vani h away. 
His favourite relaxation was to sup among a group of schol.<l.rly 
visitors, enjoying their fun and retorting with fun of his own. 
But the scholar-world founei more than supper or fun at the 
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Sac. IV Primate's board. His purse was ever open to relieve their poverty. 
THE NEW "Had I found such a patron in my youth," Erasmus wrote long 
LEARNING 

1509 after, " I too might have been counted among the fortunate ones." 
15~0 It was with Grocyn that Erasmus on a second visit to England 
1510 rowed up the ri ver to Warham's board at Lambeth, and in spite 

of an unprom ising beginning the acquaintance turned out wonder
fully well. The Primate loved him, Erasmus wrote home, as if he 
were his father or his brother, and hi~ gellerosi ty surpas cd that of 

Henry 
the 

Eighth 

CORONA'l'lO ' OF IIE1\RY VlIl. 
Islip }\ .. oil, 1\.1). 15.12. 

all his friends. H e offered him a sinecure, and when he declined 
it he bestowed on him a pension of a hunch' d crowns a year. 
When Erasmus wandered to Paris it was Warham's invitation 
which recalled him to England. When the rest of his patrons 
left him to starve on the sour beer of Cambridge it was Warham 
who sent him fifty angels. " I wish there were thirty legions of 
them," the Primate puns in his good-humoured way." 

Real however as this progress was, the group of scholars who 
rf:!presented the New Learning in England still remained a little 
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one through the reign of H enry the Seventh. But a" New Older," Sec. IV 

to use their own enthusiastic term, dawned on thcm with thc 
accession of h is son. H en ry the E ighth had hardly completed 
his eightecn th year when he mounted the throne, but the beauty 
of his person, his vigour and skill in arms, seemed matched by a 
frank and generous temper and a nobleness of political aim s. ( li e 
gave promise of a more popular system of gO\'ernment by 
checking at once the extortion which had been practised undcr 
colour of enforcing forgotten laws. and by bringing his father's 
financial ministers, Empson and Dudley, to trial on a charge of 
treason) No accession ever excited hi gher expectations among a 
people than that of Henry the Eighth. Pole, his bitterest enemy. 
confessed at a later time that the King was of a tempe r at the 
beginning o f his reign " from which all excellent things migh t 
h:l\'c been hoped." Already in stature and strength a King 
amon g his fellows, taller than any, bigger than any, it mighty 
wrestler, a mighty hunter, an archer of the best, a knight who bore 
down rider after rider in the tourney, the young monarch com
bined with his bodily lordliness a largeness and versatility of mind 
which was to be the special characteris t ic of the age that had 
b<!gun. ( I lis sympathies were known to be hearti ly with the New \ 
Learning; for H enry was not only himself a fair s-choiar, but even 
in boyhood had roused by his wit and attainments the wonder 
of Erasmus. The great scholar hurried back to England to pour 
out his cxultation in the" Praise of Folly," a sang of triumph ovcr 
the old world of ignorance and bigotry which was to vani sh away 
before the light and knowledge of the new reign. Folly, in hi;; 
amusing little book, mounts a pulpit in cap and bells and pelts 
with hcr satire the absurdities of the world around her, the 
!:iuperstition o f the monk, the pedantry of the grammarian, the 
dogmatism of the doctors o f the schools, the selfishness and 
tyranny of kings. 

,.,,& I'h,w 
l.au",,... 

,,0) 

The irony of Erasmus was backed by the earnest effort of Col.!t. 
Four years before he had been called Crom Ox Cord to the Deanery 
of St. Paul 's, when he became the great preacher o f his day, the 
predecessor of Latimer in his s implicity, h is directness, and his 
Coree. H e seized the opportunity to commence the work 01 
educational reform by lhe foundation oC his own Grammar School, 
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Learning 
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be ide t. Paul's. The bent of its founder' mind was shown by 
the image of the hild Jesus over the master' s chair, with the 
words" Hear ye Him " graven beneath it. " Lift up your little 
white hands for me," wrote the Dean to his scholars, in words 
which show the tenderness that lay beneath the stern outer seeming 
of the man,-" for me which prayeth for you to God." A ll. the 
educational de igns of the reformers were carried out in the new 
foundation. The old methods of instruction were super eded by 

OLD GRAMMAR SCHOOL, TAU TON. 

Buill by Fox, Bishop of Winchesler. 
Drawillg' ill. Pig-oit Collution (Somerset A rtlttl!olorical SocidJ/), 

fresh grammar composed by Erasmus and other scholars for its 
use. Lilly, an Oxford student who had studied Greek in the l~ast, 

was placed at its head. The injunctions of the founder aimed at 
the union of rational religion with ound learning, at the exclusion 
of the scholastic logic, and at the steady diffusion of the two 
classical literatures. The more bigoted of the clergy were quick to 
take alarm. "No vonder," More wrote to the Dean, "your school 
raises a storm, for it is like the wooden horse in which arm-ed 
Greeks ",ere hidden for the ruin of barbarou Troy." But the cry 
of alarm passed helplessly away. Not only did the study of Greek 
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creep gradually into the schools which existed, but the example of 

Colct was followed by a crowd of imitators. More grammar 
schools, it has been said, were founded in the latter years of Henry 
than in the three centuries before. The impulse grew only 
stronger as the direct influence of the ew Learning passed away. 

The grammar schools of Edward 
the Sixth and of Elizabeth, in a 
word the sy tem of middle-class 

education which by the close of 
the century had changed the very 
face of England, were amongst 
the results of Colct's foundation 
of St. Paul's. But the "armed 
'Greeks" of More's apologue found 

a yet wider field in the reform 
of the higher education of the 
country. On the Universities the 
influence of the New Learning was 

like a passing from death to life. 
Erasmus gives us a picture of 

what happened at Cambridge, 
where he was himself for a time 

a teacher of Greek. " Scarcely 
15 16 thirty years ago nothing was taught 

here but the Pdrva Logica!ia, 

Alexander, antiquated exercises 
from Aristotle, and the Qu(]!stio1tcs 

of Scotus. As time went on better 
studies were added, mathematics, 
a new, or at any rate a reno
vated, Aristotle, and a knowledge 
of Greek literature. What has 

been the result? The Univer-

SALT·CELI.AR GIVEN BY IlISHOP FOX 
TO CORPUS CHRISTI C I.LEGE, 

OXFORD. 
S;..~lton, H O..ronia Ant/q1la Re Ilt111"4ta." 

sity is now so flouri shing that it can compete with the best 

universities of the age." Latimer and Croke returned from Italy 
and carried on the work of Erasmus at Cambridge, where Fisl1er, 
Bishop of Rochester, himself one of the foremost scholars of the 
new movement, lent it his powerful support. At Oxford the 
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Revival met with a fiercer opposition. The contest took the form 
of boyish frays, in which the young partizans and opponents of the 
New Learning took sides as Greeks and Trojans. The King 
himself had to summon one of its fiercest enemies to 'Woodstock, 
and to impose silence on the tirades which were delivered from the 

University pulpit. The preacher alleged tha t he was carried away 
by the Spirit. "Yes," retorted the King, " by the spirit, not of 
wisdom, but of folly." But even at Oxford the contest was soon 

CH RIST CII URCH (CARUlNAL) COLLEGE, OXFO IW. 

Drawi"!: by Nede 0/ Ox/o.-fl, 1566, in Bodlda,. Libra,')'. 
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at an end . Fox, Bishop of Winchester, e tablished the fir ·t Greek 1520 

lecture there in h:s new college of Corpu Christi, and a Profes or-

ship of Greek was at a later time established by the Crown. " The 
students," wrote an eye-witness "rush to Greek letters, they 

endure watching, fasting, toil, and hunger in the pursuit of them." 
The work was crowned at last by the munificent foundation of 

Cardinal College, to share in whose teaching Wolsey invited the 

most t!minent of the living scholars of Europe, and for whose 
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library he promised to obtain copies of all the manuscripts in the 

Vatican. 
'Prom the reform of education the New Learning pressed on to 

he reform of the Church. \~Tarham sti ll flung around the move
ment his steady protection, and it was by his commission that 

Colet was enabled to address the CUll vocation of the Clergy in 
word which set before them with unsparing severity the religious 
ideal of the New Learning. "Would that for once," burst forth 
the fiery preacher, "you would remember your name and profession 
and ta\e thought for the reformation of the Church! Never was 
it more necessary, and never did the state of the Church need more 
vigorous endeavours." "Vic are troubled with heretics," he went 
on, "but no heresy of theirs is so fatal to us ami to the people at 
large as the vicious and depraved lives of the clergy. That is the 
worst heresy of all." It was the "reform of the bishops that must 

precede that of th~ clergy, the reform of the clergy that would lead 
to a general revival of religion in the people at large. The <lCCU

mulation of benefices, the luxury and worldliness of the priesthood, 

must be abandoned. The prelates ought to be busy preachers, to 
forsake the Court and labour in their own dioceses. Care should 
be taken for the ordination and promotion of worthier ministers, 
residence should be enforced, the low standard of clerical morality 

/

ShOUld be raised. It is plain that the men of the New Learning 

looked forward, not to a reform of doctrine, but to a reform of life, 
not to a revolution which should sweep away the older superstitions 
which they despised, but to a regeneration of spi ritual feeling 

before which they would inevitably vanish-, Cole t was soon 

charged with heresy by the Bishop of London. Warham however 
protected him, and Henry, to whom the Dean was denounced, 

bade him go boldly on. "Let every man have his own doctor," 

said the young King, after a long interview, "and let every man 
favour his own, but this man is the doctor for me." 

But for the success of the new reform, a reform which could 
only be wrought out by the tranquil spread of knowledge and 

the g radual enlightenment of the human conscience, the one thing 
needful was peace; and the yOllng K ing t wh m the scholar-group 

looked was already longing for war. Long as peace had been 
established between the two countries, the designs of England 
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upon the French crown had never been really waived, and H enry's 
pride dwelt on the older claim!> of England to Normandy and 
Guienne. Edward the Fourth and H enry the Se\'enth had each 
clung to a system of peace, only broken by the vain efforts to save 
Brittany from French invasion. Bu t the growth of the F re nch 
monarchy in extent and power through the policy of Lewis the \ 
Eleventh, his extinction of the great feudatories, and the adminis
trative cen tralization he introduced, raised his kingdom to a height 
far above that of its European rivals. The power of France, in 
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fact, was only counter-balanced by that of Spain, which had become 
a great state through the union of Cast ile and Aragon, and where 
the cool and wary Ferdinand of Ar<igon was building up a vast 
power by the marriage of his daughter and heiress to the Archduke 
Philip, son of the Em peror Maximilian. T <x> weak to meet 
France single-handed, Henry the Seventh saw in an alliance with 
Spain a security against his" hereditary enemy," and this alliance 
had been cemented by the marriage of his eldest !>on, Arthur, with 1501 

Ferdinand 's daughter, Catharine of Aragon. / 1'hi5 match was 
broken by the death of the young bridegr<x>m ; but by the efforts 
of Spain a Papal dispensation was procured which enabled 
Catharine to wed the brother of her late husband. Henry, however, \ 
anxious to preserve a balanced position between the battling , 
powers of France and Spain, opposed the union; but H enry the 
Eighth had no s<x>ner succeeded his father on the throne than the 
marriage was carried out. Throughout the first years of his reign, 
amidst the tournaments and revelry which seemed to absorb his 
whole energies, Henry was in fact keenly watching the opening 
which the ambition o f France began to afford for a renewal of the 
old struggle. Under the successors of Lewis the Eleventh the 
efforts of the French monarchy had been directed to the conquest 
of Italy. The passage of the Alps by Charles the Eighth and the 
m:J.stery which he won over Ital}' at a single blow lifted France at 
once above the states around her. Twice repulsed from Na ples, 
she remained under the successor of Charles, Lewis the Twelfth, 
mistress of Milan and of the bulk of Northern Italy; and the ruin 
of Venice in the league of Cam bray crushed the last Italian state 
which could oppo~e: her designs on the whole peni nsula. A Holy I 
League, as it was cal\ed from the accession to it or the Pope, to 

t 
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drive France from the Milanese was formed by the efforts of 
Ferdinand, aided as he was by the kin hip of the Emperor, the 
support of Venice and Julius the econd, and the warlike temper 
of Henry the Eighth. "Th barbarians," to use the phrase of 
Julius, "were chased beyond the Alps;" but Ferdinand's un
scrupulous adroitness only used the English force which had 
landed at Fontarabia with the view of attacking Guienne, to cover 
his own conquest of avarre. The troops mutinied and sailed 

SHIP, "llARRY GRACE-A-PIEU," BUILT ~-OR HENRY VIII., 1512. 
Anthony's" Declaration 0/ tit. Royal Navy," 1$46, iltS. ,'" P.pys' Library, ilfacdal",. ColltC', 

Camon.'dc·· 

home; men scoffed at the English as useless for war. Henry's 
spirit, however, rose with the need. He landed in person in the 
north of France, and a sudden rout of the French cavalry in an 
engagement near Guinegate, which received from its bloodless 

1514 character the name of the Battle of the Spurs, gave him the 

l
fortresses of Terouanne and Tournay. The young conqueror, was 
eagerly pressing on to the recovery of his "heritage of France," 
when he found himself suddenly left alone by the dcsertion of 
Ferdinand and the dissolution of th~ league/enry had indeed 



VI THE N ' W MON HY 

gained much. The might of France was broken. The Papacy SEC IV 

was restored to freedom. England had again figured as a great THF EW 
L EARN ING 

power in Europe. But the millions left by his father were\ 1509 
TO 

exhausted, his subjects had been drained by repeated subsidies, 1520 

and, furious as he was at the treachery of hi s pan ish ally, Henry ISII 

was driven to conclude a peace. v • 
To the hopes of the New Learning this sudden outbreak of the 

spirit of war, this change of the monarch from whom they had 
looked for a 'new order" into a vulgar conqueror, proved a bitter 

Temp. lI enr VIII. 
MS. Coli. Vup. A. ~"L·ii. 

disappointment. Colct thundered from the pulpit of t. Paul's 
that" an unju. t peac i better than the juste t war," and prote ted 
tha "when men out of hatred and ambition fight with and destroy 
one another, they fight under the banner, not of hrist, but o( the 
Devil." Erasmus quitted Cambridg with a bitter sati re against 
the ",madne s" around hi: " It i the people," he said, in word 
which mu t have startl d hi age,- " it i the people who build 
citie, vhil th madne of prince de troy them." The ove
reign of his time appeared to him like ravenou birds pouncing 
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Sec. IV with beak and claw on the hard-won wealth and knowledge of 
Til E NI>IV mankind. " Kings who are scarcely men," he exclaimed in bitter 
LEARNI l'\G 

1509 irony," are called 'divine;' they are' invincible' though they fly 
TO 

15 20 from every battle-field; , . erene ' though they turn the world upside 

Ii 
I 

CHICHESTE R MARKET CROSS. 

BlJilt A. D. 1500. 

down in a storm of war; 
, illustrious' though they 
grovel in ignorance of all 
that is noble; 'Catholic' 
though they follow any
thing rather than Christ. 
Of all birds the Eagle 
alone has seemed to wise 
men the type of royalty, 
a bird neither beautiful 
nor musical nor good 
for food, but murderous, 
greedy, hateful to all, the 
curse of all , and with its 
great powers of doing 
harm only surpassed by 
its desire to do it." It f 
was the first time m 
modem history that re
ligion had formally dis
sociated itself from the 
ambition of princes and 
the horrors of war, or 
that the new spirit of 
criticism had ventured 
not only to question but 
to deny what had till 
then seemed the primary 
truths of political order. 
We shall soon ee to 

what further length the new speculations were pu hed by a greater 
thinker, but for the moment the indignation of the New Learning 
was diverted to more practical ends by the sudden peace. However 
he had disappointed its hopes, Henry still remained its friend. 
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Through all the changes of his terrible career his home was a home 
of letters. His boy, Edward the Sixth, was a fair scholar in both 
the classical languages. His daughter Mary wrote good Latin 
letters. Elizabeth began every day with an hour's reading in the 
Greek Testamen~, the tragedies of Sophocles, or the orations of 
Demosthenes. The ladies of the court caught the royal fashion, 
and were found poring over the pages of Plato. Widely as Henry's 
ministers differed from each other, they all agreed in sharing and 
fostering the culture around them. The panic of the scholar-group 
therefore soon pas ed away. The election of Leo the T enth, the 
fellow-student of Linacre, the fri end of Erasmus, seemed to give to 
the New Learning control of Christendom. The age of the turbu
lent, ambitious Julius was thought to be over, and the new Pope 
declared for a universal peace. "Leo," wrote an English agent at 
his Court, in words to which after-history !cnt a strange meaning, 
"would favour literature and the arts, busy him elf in building, 
and enter into no war save through actual compulsion." Englrlnd j 

under the new ministry of Wolsey, withdrew from any active t 
interference in the struggles of the Continent, and seemed as \ 
resolute as Leo him elf for peace. Colet toiled on with his ed\.l.ca
tional efforts; Erasmus forwarded to England the works which 
English liberality was enabling him to produce abroad. Warham 
extended to him as generous an aid as the protection he had 
afforded to Colet. is edition of the works of St. Jerome had 
been begun under Warham's encouragement during the great 
scholar's residence at Cambridge, and it appeared with a dedication 
to the Archbishop on its title-page. That Erasmus could find 
protection in Warham's name for a work which boldly recalled 
Christendom to the path of sound Biblical criticism, that he could 
address him in words so outspoken as those of his preface, shows 
how fully the 'Primate sympathized with the highest efforts of the \ 
New Learning. Nowhere had the spirit of inquiry so firmly set 
itself against the claims of authority. "Synods and decrees, and 
even councils," wrote Erasmus, " are by no means in my judgement 
the fittest mode of repressing error, unless truth depend simply on 
authority: But on the contrary, the more dogmas there are; the 
more fruitful is the ground in producing heresies. Never ~;lS the 
Christian faith purer or more undefiled than when the world was 
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content with a single creed, and that the shortest creed we have." 
It is touching even now to listen to such an appeal of reason and 
of culture against the tide of dogmatism which was soon to flood 
Christendom with Augsburg Co'nfessions and Creeds of Pope Pius 
and Westminster Catechisms and Thirty-nine Articles. The 
principles which Erasmus urged in his" Jerome" were urged with 
far greater clearness and force in a work whic;h laid the foundation 
of the future Reformation, the edition of the Greek Testament on 
which he had been engaged at Cambridge, and whose production f 
was almost wholly due to the encouragement and assistance he \ 
received from English scholars. In itself the book wa a bold 
defiance of theological tradition. It se t aside the L atin version of 
the Vulgate, which had secured universal acceptance in the Church. 
Its method of interpretation was based, not on received dogmas, 
but on the literal meaning of the tex Its real end was the end at 
which Colet had aimed in his Oxford lectures. Erasmus desired to 
set Chri t himself in the place of the Church, to recall men from 
the teachings of Christian theologians to the teachings of the 
Founder of Christianity. The whole value of the Gospels to him 
lay in the vividness with which they brought home to their readers 
the personal impression of Christ himself. "\""ere we to have seen 
him with our own eyes, we should not have so intimate a know
ledge as they give us of Christ, speaking, healing, dying, rising 
again, as it were in our very presence." All the superstitions of 
media::val worship faded away in the light of this personal worship 
of Christ. . "If the footprints of Christ are shown us in any place, 
we kneel down nd adore them. Why do we not rather venerate 
the living and breathing picture of him in these books? We deck 
statues of wood and stone with gold and gems for the love of 
Christ. Yet they only profess to represent to us the outer form of 
his body, while these books present us with a living picture of his 
holy mind." In the same way the actual teaching of Christ was 
made to supersede the mysterious dogmas of the older ecclesiastical 
teaching. v " As though Christ taught such subtleties," burst out 
Ei'asmus: "subtleties that can scarcely be understood even by a 
few theologians-or as though the strength of the Christian religion 
consisted in man's ignorance of it! It may be the safer course," 
he goes on, with characteristic irony, " to conceal the state-
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mysteries of kings, but Christ desired his mysteries to be spread 
abroad as openly as wa possible." In the diffusion, in the 
universal knowledge of the teaching of Christ the foundation of a 
reformed hristianity had sti ll, he urged, to be laid . With the 
tacit approval of the Prim~te of a Church which from the time of I 
Wyclif had held the translation and reading of the Bible in the 
common tongue to be heresy and a crime punishable with th fire , 

ELVET BRIDGE, DURHA~1. 

]luii, by ll:shop Fox, c. '500. 
Britton, II Englislt. Cities. It 

Erasmus boldly avowed his wish for a Bible open and intelligible 
to all. " I wish that even the weakest woman might read the 
Gospels and the Epi tics of t. Paul. I wish that they were 
translated into all languages, so as to be read and understood not 
only by Scots anel Irishmen, but even by Saracens and Turks. 
But the first step to their being read i to make them intelligible to 
the reader. I long for the day when the husbandman shall sing 
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portions of them to himself as he follows he plough, when the 
weaver shall hum them to the tune of his shuttle, when the traveller 
shall while away with 'their stories the weariness of his journey." 

\ The New Testament of Erasmus became the topic of the day; the 
Court, the Universities, every household to which the New Learning 
had penetrated, read and riiscussed it. But bold as its language 
may have seemed, Warham not only expressed his approbation, 
but lent the work-as he wrote to its author- It to bishop after 
bishop." The most influential of his suffragans, Bishop Fox of 
Winchester, declared that the mere version was worth ten commen
taries: one of the most learnad, Fisher of Rochester, entertained 
Erasmus at his house. 

Daring and ,full of promise as were these efforts of the New 
Learning in the dill::ction of educational and religious reform, its 

f
Political and social speculations took a far wider range in the 
"Utopia" of Thomas More. Even in the household of Cardinal 
Morton, where he had spent his childhood, More's precocious ability 
had rai sed the highest hopes. "Whoever may live to see it," the 
grey-haired statesman used to say, "this boy now waiting at table 
will turn out a marvellous man." We have seen the spell which 
his wonderful learning and the sweetness of his temper threw over 
Colet and Erasmus at Oxford, and young as he was, More no 
sooner quitted the University than he was known throughout 
Europe as one of the foremost figures in the new movement. The 
keen, irregular face, the grey restless eye, the thin mobile lips, the 
tumbled brown hair, the careless gait and dress, as they remain 
stamped on the canvas of Hulbein, picture the inner soul of the 
man, his vivacity, his restless, all-devouring intellect, his keen and 
even reckless wit, the kindly, half-sad humour that drew its 
strange veil of laughter and tears over the deep, tender reverence 
of the soul within. In a higher, because in a sweeter and more 

. loveable form than Colet, More is the represe~tative of the religious 
tendency of the . New Learning in England. The young law
student who laugh.ed at the superstition and asceticism of the 
monks of his day wore a hair shirt next his skin, and schooled 
himself by penances for the cell he desired among the Car~husians. 
It was characteristic of the man that among all the gay, profligate 
scholars of the Italian Renascence he chose as the object of his 
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admiration the disciple of Savonarola, Pico di Mirandola. Free
thinker as the bigots who listened to his daring speculat ions 
termed him, his eye would brighten and his tongue falter as he 
spokc with friends of heaven and the after-life. When hc took 
office it was with the open stipulation" first to look to God, and 

SIR THOMAS MORE. 
n.lbein'. Pict" .. t of tltt lifo," Fizmily. 

aftcr God to the King." But in his outer bearing there was 
nothing of the monk or reclu c. The brightness and freedom of 
thc New Learning seemed incarnate in the young scholar, with his 
gay talk, his winsomeness of mann~r, hi reckle epigrams, his 
passionate love of music, his omnivorous reading, his paradoxical 
speculations, his gibes at mon.k , his schoolboy fervour of liberty. 
But events were soon 0 prove that beneath this unny nature 
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SEC. IV lay a stern inflexibility of consci.entious resolve. The Florentine 
THE NEW scholars who penned declamations against tyrants had covered 
L ARNING 

1509 with their flatteries the tyranny of the house of Medici. More 
1'0 

1520 no sooner entered Parliament than his ready argument and keen 
150 4 sen'e of justice led to the rejection of the Royal demand for a 

heavy subsidy. " A beardless boy," said the courtiers,-and More 
was only twenty- ix,-" has disappointed the King's purpose;" 
and during the rest of Henry the Seventh's reign the young 
lawyer found it prudent to withdraw from public life. But the 
withdrawal had little effect on his buoyant activity. He rose at 
once into repute at the bar. He wrote his" Life of Edward the 
Fifth," the first work in which what we may call modern English 

prose appears written with purity and clearness of style and a 
freedom either from antiquated forms of expression or classical 
pedantry. IIis ascetic dreams were replaced by the affections of 
home. It is when we get acglimpse of him in his house at Chelsea 
that we understand the endearing epithets which Erasmus always 
lavishes upon More. The delight of the young husband was to 
train the girl he had cho en for his wife in his own taste for letters 

and for music. The reserve which the age exacted from parents 
was thrown to the winds in More's intercourse with his children. 
I-Ie loved teaching them, and lured them to their deeper studies 
by the coins and curiosities he had gathered in his cabinet. He 

was as fund of their pets and their games as his children them
selves, and would take grave scholars and statesmen into the 
garden to see his girls' rabbit-hutches or to watch the gambols of 

their favourite monkey. " I have given you kisses enough," he 
wrote to his little ones in merry verse when far away on political 
business, " but stripes hardly ever." The accession of Henry the 

Eighth dragged him bac~ into the political current. It was at his 
house that Erasmus penned the" Prai e of Folly," and the work, 
in its Latin title, " Morice Encomium," embodied in playful fun his 
love of the extravagant humour of More. More" tried as hard to 
keep out of Court," says his descendant, "as most men try to ge t 
into it." When the charm of his conversation gave so much 
pleasure to the young sovereign, "that he could not once in a 
month get leave to go home to his .wife or children, whose company 
he much desired, ... he began thereupen to dissemble his nature, 
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and so, little by little, from his former mirth to dissemble himself." 
More shared to the full the disappointment of his friends at the 
sudden outbreak of Henry's warlike temper, but the peace again 
drew him to Henry's side, and he was soon in the King's con
fidence both as a counsellor and as a diplomatist. 

It was on one of his diplomatic missions that More describes 
himself as hearing news of the Kingdom of "Nowhere." "On a 
certain day when I had heard mass in Our Lady's Chu rch, which 
is the fairest, the most gorgeous and curious church of building in 
all the city of Antwerp, and also most frequented of people, and 
service being over I was ready to go home to my lodgings, I 
cbanced to espy my friend Peter Gilles talking with a certain 
stranger, a man well sti'icken in age, with a black sun-burnt face, a 
large beard, and a cloke cast trimly abnut his shoulders, whom by 
his favour and apparell forthwith I judged to be a mariner." The 
sailor turned out to have been a companion of Amerigo Vespucci 
in those voyages to the New ~Torld "that be now in print and 
abroad in every man's hand," and on More's invi tation he accom
panied him to his house, and " there in my. garden upon a bench 
covered with green turves we sate down, talking together" of the 
man's marvellous adventures, his desertion in America by Vespucci, 
his wanderings over the country under the equinoctial line, and at 
last of his stay in the Kingdom of" Nowhere." It was the story \ 
of " i owhere," or Utopia, which More embodied in the wonderful 
book which reveals to us the heart of the New Learning...,.....-As yet 
the movement had been one of scholars and divines. Its plans of 
reform had been almost exclusively intellectual and religious. But 
in More the same free play of thought which had shaken off the 
old forms of education and faith turned to question the old forms 
of society and politics. From a world where fifteen hundred years 
of Christian teaching had produced social injustice, religious in
tolerance, and political tyranny, the humourist philosopher turned 
to a " Nowhere" in which the mere efforts of natural human virtue 
realized those ends of security, equality, brotherhood, and freedom 
for which the very institution of society seemed to have been 
framed. It is as he wanders through this dreamland of the new 
reason that More touches the great problems which were fast 
opening before the modern world, problems of labour, of crime, of 



VI THE NEW MONARCHY 

conscience, of government. Merely to have seen and to have ex
amined questions such as these would prove the keenness of his 
intellect, but its far-reaching originality is shown in the solutions 
which he proposes. Amidst much that is the pure play of an 
exuberant fancy, much that is mere recollection of the dreams of 
bygone dreamers, we find again and again the most important 

social and political discoveries of later times anticipated by the 
genius of Thomas More. In some points, such as his treatment of 
the question of Labour, he still remains far in advance of current 
oplOlOn. The whole system of society around him seemed to him 
"nothing but a conspiracy of the rich against the poor." Its 

• economic legislation was simply the \ carrying out of such a con
spiracy by process of law. "The rich are ever striving to pare 
away something further from the daily wages of the poor hy private 
fraud and even by public law, so that the wrong already existing 
(for it is a wrong that those from whom the State derives most 
benefit should receive least reward) is made yet greater by means 
of the law of the State." "The rich devise every means by which 
they may in the first place secure to themselves what they have 
amassed by wrong, and then take to their own use and profit at 
the lowest possible price the work and labour of the poor. v And so 
soon as the rich decide on adopting these devices in the name of 
the public, then they become law." The result was the wretched 
existence to which the labour-class was doomed, " a life so wretched 
that even a beast's life seems enviable." No such 'cry of pity for 
the poor, of protest against the system of agrarian and manu
facturing tyranny which found its expre sion in the tatute-book, 
had been heard since the days of Piers Ploughman. But from 
Chri tcndom More turns with a smile to " owhere." In 

" owhere" the aim of legislation is to secure the welfare, social, 
industrial, intellectual, religious, of th community at large, and of 
the labour-class as the true basis of a well-ordered commonwealth. 
The end of its labour-laws was simply the welfare of the labourer. 

Goods were pos es ed indeed in common, but work was compul ory 
with all. The period of tQil was shortened to the nine hours 
demanded by modern artizan , with a view to the intellectual 

improvement of the worker. " In the in titution of the weal public 
this enrl is only and chiefly pretended and minded that what time 
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Sec. IV may possibly be spared from the necess y occupations and affairs 
TII F. N EW of the commonwealth, all that the citizens should withdraw from 
L KARN ING 

1509 bodily service to the free liberty of the mind and garnishing of the 
TO 

'520 same. For herein they conceive the felicity of this life to consist." 
A public system of education enabled the Utopians to avail them
selves of their leisure. While in England half of the population 

RURAL SCENE. 

1IfS. R oy. 19 C. 'Viii. 
Written by a Fleming at Shene, A.D. 't96. 

could read no English, every child was well taught In "Nowhere." 
The physical aspects of society were cared for as attentively as its 
moral. The houses of Utopia "in the beginning were very low 

and like homely cottages or poor shepherd huts made a,t all 
adventures of every rude piece of timber that came first to hand. 
with mud walls and rigid roofs thatched over with straw." The 
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picture was realIy that of the common English town of More' day, s ... c. IV 

the home of squalor and pestilence. In Utopia however they had · T"R -EW 
LI:.ARN1:-l(i 

at last come to realize the connexion between public morality and 1509 
TO 

the health which spri ngs from light, air, comfort, and cleanliness. v 1520 

"The streets were twenty feet broad ; the houses backed by 
spacious gardens, and curiously builc1ed after a gorgeous and 
galIant sort, with their stories one after another. The outsides of 
the walls be made either of hard flint, or of pIa ter, or else of brick; 
and the inner sides be well strengthened by timber work. The 
roofs be plain and flat , covered over with plaster so tempered that 
no fire can hurt or perish it, and withstanding the violence of the 
weather better than any lead. Th y keep the wind out of their 

ItURAL DANCE. 

Chaj>l'" 1I01lse T"cfllirs, Au.!:,,..I, 1527. Public Record Office. 

windows with glass, for it is there much used, and sometimes also 
with fine linen cloth dipped in oil or amber, and that for two com
modities, for by this means more light cometh in and the wind is 

better kept outV 
The same foresight which appears in More's treatment of the 

questions of Labour and the Public Health is yet more apparent in 
his treatment of the question of nme. He was the first to sug
gest that punishment was less effective in uppressing it than 
prevention. " If you allow your pe pic to be badly taught, their 
moral to be corrupted from childhood, and then when they are 
men punish them for the very crimes to which they have b en 
trained in childhood--what i this but to make thieves, and then 
to punish them? ,. He was the fir t to plead for proportion be
tween the punishment and th crim ,and to point out the folly of 
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SEC. I V the cruel penalties of his day, " Simple theft is not so great an 
'fHE NEW offence as to be punished wi th death," If a thief and a murderer 
LEARNJNC 

1509 . are sure of the same penalty, More shows that the law is simply 
TO 

1520 tempting the thief to secure his theft by murder, " While we go 
about to make thieves afraid., we are really provoking them to kill 
good men," The end of all punishment he declares to be reforma

HORN AND BEI,T OF THE WAKEMAN OF 
RIPON, 

Early Sixteenth CeDtury. 
A rcltaolof{ical Journal. 

tion, " nothing else but thc 
destruction of vice and thc 
saving of men." Hc advises 

" so using and ordering crimi
nals that they cannot choose 
but be good; and what harm 

soever they did bcforc, thc 
residue of their livcs to make 
amends for the same," A bove 

all, hc urges that to be rc

medial pUI~ishmcnt must be 
wrought out by labour and 
hopc, so that "none is hope
less or in despair to recover 
again his formcr state of free
dom by giving good tokens 
and likelihood of h imself thJ.t 

he will ever after that livc a 
true and honest man," It is 
not too much to say that in 

the great principles More lays 
down he anticipated everyone 
of thc improvements in our 
criminal system which have 

distinguished the last hundred 
years, His treatment of the 

religious qucstion was even 
more in advance of his age, If the houses of Utopia were strangely 

in contrast with the halls of England, where the bones from every 
dinner lay rotting in the dirty straw which strewed the floor, where 
the smoke curled about the rafters, and the wind whistled through 
the unglazed windows; if its penal legislation had little likeness 
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to the gallows which stood out so frequently against our English 
sJ...)'; the religion of" owhere" was in yet 'stronger conflict with 
the faith of Christendom. It rested simply on nature and reason. 
It held that God's design was the happiness of man, and that the 
ascetic rejection of human deli ghts, save for the common good, 
was thanklessness to the Giver. Christianity, indeed, had already 
reached Utopia, but it had few priests; religion ' found its centre 
rather in the family than in the congregation: and each household 
confessed its faults to its own natural head. A yet stranger 
characteristic was seen in the peaceable way in which it lived side 
by side with the older relig ions. More than a century before 

William of Orange, More discern'1d and proclaimed the great\ 
principle of relig ious toleration. In " -owhere II it w:..:. lawful to ~ 
every man to be of what religion he would ..... Even the disbelievers 
in a Divine Being or in the immortality of man, who by a single 
exception to its perfect religious indifference were excluded from 
public office, were excluded, not on the ground of their religious 
belief, but becau e their opinions were deemed to be degrading to 
mankind, and therefore to incapacitate those who held them from 
governing in a noble temper. But even these were subject to no 
punishment, because the people' of Utopia were" persuaded that it 

is not in a man's power to believe what he li st." The religion 

which a man held he might propagate by argument, though not 
by violence or insult to the religion of others. But while each sect 
performed its rites in private, all a sembled for public worship in 
a spacious temple, where the va t throng, clad in white, and 
grouped round a priest clothed in fair raiment wrought marvel
lou lyout of birds' plumage, joined in hymns and prayers so framed 
as to be acceptable to all. The importance of this public devotion 
lay in the evidence it afforded that Ii erty of conscience could be 
combined with r(!lig ious unity. 
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Section V. - Wolsey, 1515- 1531 

[Authoyift'cs.-The chronicler Halle, who wrote under Edward the Sixth, 
has been copied for Henry the Eighth's reign by Grafton, and followed by 
Holinshed. But for any real knowledge of ' Volsey's administra tion we must 
tum to the invaluable prefaces which Professor Brewer has prefixed to the 
Calendars of State Papers for this period, and to the State Papers themselves.] 

"There are many things in the commonwealth of Nowhere, 
which I rather wish than hope to see adopted in our own." It was 
with these words of characteristic irony that More closed the first 
work which embodied the dreams of the New Learning. Destined 

as they were to fulfilment in the course of ages,~ts schemes of I 
social, religious, ml political reform broke helplessly against the 
temper of the time~ At the very moment when More was pleading 
the cause of justice between rich and poor,. ocial discontent was 
being fauned by exactions into a fiercer flame. .\Vhile he aimed 
sarcasm after sarcasm at king-worship, despotism was being or

ganized into a system. His advocacy of the two principles Of\ 
religious toleration and Christian comprehension coincides almost 
to a year with the opening of the strife between the Reformation 
and the Papacy. 1-1 ~l cloc~ ."~ u.."tI.A {C1Y c," f 

1517 " That Luther has a fine genius," L'.1Jghed Leo the Tenth, when 
he heard that a German Professor had nailed some Propositions 

x denouncing the abuse of Ind~ences, or of the Papal power to 
remit certain penalties attached to the commis ion of sins, agairrSl 
the doors of a church at Wiltenbcrg. But the" Quarrel of Friars," 
as the controversy was termed contemptuously at Rome, soon took 
larger proportions. If at the outset Luther flung himself" pros
trate at the feet" of the Papacy, and owned its voice as the voice 
of Christ, the sentence of Leo no sooner confirmed the doctrine of 
Indulgences -than theit opponent appealed to a future Council of 

1520 the Church. Two years later the rupture was complete. A Papal 
Bull formally condemned the errors of the Reformer. The con
demnation was met with defiance, and Luther publicly consigned 
the Bull to the flames. ,(A second condemnation expelled him' from 
the bosom of the Church, and the ban of the Empire was soon 
added to that of the Papacy) " Here stand I; I can none other," 
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Luther replied to the young Emperor, Charles the Fifth, as he 
pressed him to recant in the Diet of Worms; and from thp. hiding
place in the Thuringian F orest where he was sheltered by the 
E lector of Saxon he denounced not merely, as at first, the abuses 
of the Papacy, but he Papacy itself) The heresies of Wyclif were 

LUT HER PREACHI NG. 

COlllemporary German ~l S. of hi~ Prayers. 
MS. Add. 4727. 

revived; the infallibility, the authority of the Roman ee, the truth 
of its doctrines, the efficacy of its wor hip, were denied and scoffed 
at in vigorous pamphlets-, hich i sued from his retreat, and were 
dispersed throughout the world by the new printing-press. (rhe 

/ old resentment of Germany against the uppression of R n1Tle, the 
T T 2 
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moral reyolt in its more religious minds ag~inst the secularity and 
corruption of the Church, the disgust of the New Learning at the 
superstition which the Papacy now formally protected, combined 
to secure for Luther a widespread popularity and the protection of 
the northern princes of the Empir~ t In England however his pro
test found as yet no echo.) l England and Rome were drawn to a 
close alliance by the difficulties of their political position) The 
young King himself, a trained theologian and proud of his theo
logical knowledge, entered the lists against Luther with an " Asser
tion of the Seven Sacraments," for which he was rewarded by Leo 
with the title of " Defender of the Faith." The insolent abuse of 
the Reformer's answer called More and Fisher into the field. As 
yet the New Learning, though scared by Luther's intemperate 
language. Chad s~adily backed him in his struggle.) Erasmus 
pleaded for him with the Emperor; Ulrich von Hutten attacked 
the fri ars in satires and invectives as violent as hi s own. " But the 
temper of the Renascence was even more antagonistic to the tem
per of Luther than that of Rome itself) From the golden dream 
of a new age, wrought peaceably and purely by the slow progress 
of intelligence, the growth of letters, the developement of human 
virtue, the Reformer of Wittenberg turned away with horror. He 
had little or no sympathy with the new culture.) He despised rea
son as heartily as any Papal dogmatist could despise it. He hated 
the very thought of toleration or comprehension. He had been 
driven by a moral and intellectual compulsion to declare the 
Roman system a false one, but it was only to replace it by another 
system of doctrine jU6t as elaborate, and claiming precisely the 
same infallibility. To degrade human nature was to attack the 
very base of the New Learning; but Erasmus no sooner advanced 
to its defence than Luther declared man to be utterly enslaved by 
original sin and incapable through any efforts of his own of dis
covering truth or of arriving at goodnes Such a doctrine not only 
annihilated the piety and wi dom of the classic past, from which 
the New Learning had drawn its larger views of life and of the 
world; it trampled in the dust reason itself, the very instrument by 
which More and Erasmus hoped to regenerate both knowledge and 
religion. To More especially, with his keener perception of its future 
effect, this sudden revival of a purely theological and dogmatic 
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spirit, severing Christendom into warring cam ps, and annihilat
ing all hopes of union a nd tolerance, was especially hateful. The 
temper which hitherto had seemed so "endearing, gentle, and 
happy," suddenly gave way. H is reply to Luther's attack upon 
the K ing sank to the level of the work it answered. That of 
F isher was calmer and more argumentative (but the divorce of the \ 
New Learni ng from the Reformation was complete. ) 

s~ v 

Nor were the political hopes of the" Utopia" destined to be Wolsey 

realized by the minister who at the close of Henry's early war 
with France mounted rapidly into powera Thomas \\'olscy was 
the son of a wealthy tOll'nsman of J pswich, whose ability had 
raised him into notice at the close of tTle preceding reign, and 
who had been..taken by Bishop Fox into the sen'icc of the Crown. 
I lis ex traordinary powers hardly perhaps required the songs, 
dances, and carouses with his indulgence in which he was taunted 
by his enemies, to aid him in winning the f,l\'our of the roung 
sovereign. F rom the post of fa\'ollrite ·he soon rose to that of 
minister. ( I lcnry's resentm ent at Ferdinand's perfidy enabled 
Wolscy to carry out a policy which re\'crsed that of hi s pre
decessors) The war had freed England from the fear of French 
pressure. tVolsey was as resolute to free her from the dictation \ 
of Ferdinand, and saw in a F rench alliance the best security for 
English independence.) In 1514 a treaty was concluded with 1514 

Lewis. T he same friendship was continued to his successor 

Francis the F irst , ~'hose march across the Alps for the reconquest \ 
of Lombardy was ladlitated by Henry and \Vol"e)" in the hope 
that whi le the war lasted England ' would be free' from all fear 
of attack, and that Francis himself might be brought to inevitable 
ruin) T hese hopes were defeated by his great victory at Marig-
nano. But F rancis in the moment of triumph saw himself 
confronted by a new rival. Master of Castile and Aragon, of 1516 
Naples and the Nethe~lands, the new Spanish K ing, Charles the 
Fifth, rose into a check on the French monarchy such as the 

policy of H enry or Wolsey had never been able to construct \ 
bef<?rc. (The allian~ of E ngland was eagerly sought by bot h 
sides, and the administ rat ion of Wolsey, amid all its ceaseless 
diploillacy, for seven years kept Engla nd out of war. J (!he Peace, 
as we have seen, restored the hopes of the New Ecarning) it 
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enabled Co let to reform education, Erasmus to undertake the 
regeneration of the Church, More to set on foot a new science 
of politics. ( But peace as Wolsey used it was fatal to English 
freedom} In the political hints which lie scattered over the 

CARDINAL WOLSEY. 
Pit/tire in N ational Porlraii Ca/ley)'. 

" Utopia" More notes with bitter irony the advance of the new 
despotism. It was only in "Nowhere" that a sovereign was 

"removeable on suspicion of a design to en lave his people." 
In England the work of slavery was being quietly wrought, 


