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hin ts the great lawyer, through the law. H T here will never be 
wan t ing some pretence for deciding in the King's favour; as that 
equity is on his side, or the strict letter of the law, or some forced 
interpretation of it ; or if none of these, ·that t.he royal prerogative 
ought with conscientious judges to outweigh all other considera
tions." \\le are startled at the precision with which More maps 
out the expedients by which the law courts were to lend themselves 
to the advance of tyranny till their crowning judgement in the 
case of sh; )-!!l~y' nut behind these judicial expedients lay 
great principles of absolutism, which partly from the example 
of foreign monarchies, partly from the sense of social and political 
insecurity, and yet more from the lisola ted position of the Crown, 
were gradually winning their way in public opinion. " T hese 
notions," he goes boldly on, "arc fostered by the maxim that the 
King can do no wrong, however much he may wish to do it; that 
not only the property but the persons of his subjects arc his own; 
and that a man has a right to no more than the king's goodness 
thinks fit not to take from him." ~n the hands of \\'olsey these 
maxims were transformed into principles of State) (The checks 
which had been imposed on the action of the sovereign by the 
prese nce of grea t prelates and nobles at his council were practi· 
cally removed, (All authority was concentrated in the hands of a 
single ministery H enry had munificently rewarded \Volsey's 
services to the Crown. He had been promoted to the Sec of 
Lincol n and thence to the Archbishoprick of York. (tI!!nry 
procured his elevation to the rank of Cardi nal, and raised hIm to 
the post of Chancellor.) The revenues of two sees whose tenants 
wcre fo reigners fell into his hands; he held the bishoprick of 
Winchester and the abbacy of St. Albans; he was in receipt 
of pensions from France and Spain, while his official emoluments 
were enormous, H is pomp was almost royal. A train of prelates 
and nobles follo\ved him wherever he moved; his household was 
cv.nposcd of five hundred persons of noble birth, and its chief 
posts were held by knights and barons of the realm. He spent 
his vast wealth with princely osten tation, Two of his houses, 
Ha'mpton Cou rt ~nd York House, the later Whitehall, were 
splend id enough to serve at h is fa ll as royal palaces, H is school 
at Ipswich was eclipsed by the glories of his foundatioll at Oxford, 
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whose .name of Cardinal ollege has been lost in its later title of 
Christ-church. N or was this magnificence a mere show of power. 

(The whole direction of home and foreign affairs rested with 
'VI olsey alone) Gs Chancellor he sto d at the head of public 
justice; his elevation to the office of Legate rendered him supreme 
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in the hurch, Enormous as was the mass of work which he 

undertook, it was thoroughly done j Q1is administration of the royal ( 
treasury wa economjc I} the number of hi despatche i hardly.' 
less' remarkable than the care bestowed upon cach j ,'en More, 

an avowed enemy, confc es that as Chancellor he surpa ed all 
men's expectations. The court of Chancery, indeed, became so 
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crowded through the character for expedition and justice which 
it gained undcr his rule that subordinate courts had to be created 

for its relief.) ~ t was th is <;,Onc~tration of all sec~lar and eCcle-l 
siasfea power-In a single hand wjJ.ich_accustomed England to thc 
pe~onal govemmeut whi<; beO'ag with Henry the Eighth; an it . 

was, above all, Wolsey'~ long tenure of the whole Papal authority 
within the' realm, and the consequent suspension of appeals to 
Rome, that led men to acquiesce at a later time in Henry's claim 

of religious supremacy; ~or proud as was Wolsey's bearing and 
high as were his natural powers he stood before England as the 
mere creature of the King. Greatness, wealth, authority he held, 
and O\\rned he held, simply at 'the royal will. Un raising his 

low-born favourite ,to ~he head of Church and State H enry was 
gathering all religious as well as all civil authority into his per

sonal grasp.) (The nation which trembled before Wolsey learned to 1 
tremble befor~ the King who could destroy Wolsey by a breath. 

The lise of Charles of Austria gave a new turn to Wolsey's 
policy. Possessor of the Netherlands, of Franche Comte, of Spain, 
the death of his grandfather Maximilian added to hi dominions 

the heritage of the House of Austria. in Swabia and on the Danube, 
. and opened the way for his election as Emperor :trance sa'r 

herself gi rt in on every side by a power greater than her own; and I 
to Wolsey and his master the time seemed come for a bolder game. 
Disappointed in his hopes of obtaining the Imperial crown on the 
death of Maximilian, Henry turned to the dream of " recovering 
his French inheritance," which he had never really abandoned, and 

which was carefully fed by his nephew Charles. Nor was Wolsey 
forgotten. If Henry coveted France, his minister coveted no less 
a prize than the Papacy; and the young Emperor was lavish of 
promises of support in any coming election. The result of these 
seductions was quickly seen. In May, 1520, Charles landed attJ 
Dover to visit Henry, and King and Emperor rode alone to 
Canterbury. It was in vain that Francis strove to retain Henry's 

friendship by an interview near Guisnes, to which the profuse 
expenditure of both monarchs gave the name of the Field of <;Ioth 
.of Gold. A second interview between Charles and his uncle as he 
returned from the meeting with Francis ended in a secret con
federacy of the two sovereigns, and the promise of the Emperor to 
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marry H enry's one child, Mary Tudor./ H er right to the throne 
was asserted by a deed which proved tow utterly the baronage 

CItAltLES V. 
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now tay at the mercy of the King., The Duke of Buckingham . 
stood first in blood as in power among the English nobles; he was 
the descendant of Edward the Third's youngest son, and if Mary's 
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succession wcre denied he stood heir to the thrc,me. H is hopes 

had been fanned by prophets and astrologers, and wild words told 
his purpose to seize the Crown on Henry's death in defiance of 
e'very opponent. But word and act had for two years been 
watched by the King; and in 1521 the Duke was arrested, 
condemned as a traitor by his peers, and beheaded on Tower 

H ill../' The French alliance came to an end, and at the outbreak 1 
of war between France and Spain a secret league was concluded at 
Calais between the Pope, the Emperor, and Henry. T he first 
result of the new war policy at home was quickly seen. Wolsey's 

\ 

economy had done nothin~ more_than tide the Crown through the 
past years of peace. But now that Henry had promised to raise 
forty thousand men ~ r the coming campaign the ordinary resources 
of the treasury were utt-erly insufficient. With the insti nct of 
despotism Wolsey shrank from reviving the tradition of the 

Parliament. Though Henry J1ad thrice called together the Houses 

to supply the expenses of his earlier stru.ggle with France, olsey I 
governed during seven years of peace without once assembling ~ 

them.) War made a Parliament inevitable, but for a while the 
Cardinal strove to delay its summons by a wide extension of the 

practice which Edward the Fourth had invented of raising money 
by forced loans or "Benevolences~' to be repaid from the first 
subsidy of a co~ing Parliament. ( Large sums were asses ed on 
every county.' Twenty thousand pounds were exacted from 

London; and its wealthier citizens were summoned before the 
Cardinal and required to give an account of the value of their 
estates, Commissioners were despatched into each shire for- the 

purposes of assessment, and precepts were is ued on their informa
tion, requiring in some cases supplies of soldiers, in other a tenth 

of a man's incot:ne, for the King's service. { So poor, however, was 

the return that in the following year W olse)rwas forced to summon I 
Parliament and lay before it the unprecedented demand of a 

IE-ro ert -tax of twent er cent. The demand was made by the 

"Cardinal in person, but he was re eived with obstinate silence. It 

was in vain that Wolsey called on member after membe.r to 
answer; a nd his appeal to More, who had been elected to the 
chair of the House of Commons, was met by the Speaker's falling 
on his knees and representing his powerlessness to reply till he 
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had received instructions. froI? the House itself. The effort to 
overawe the Commons failed·, and Wolsey no sooner withdrew 
than an angry debate began. He again returned to answer the 
objections which had been raised, and again the Commons foiled 
the minister's attempt to influence their deliberations by refusing 

to discu.ss the matter in his presence. ( The stru~gle conti~ued for \ 
a fortnIght; and though successfu·l In procurIng a subsidy, the 
court party were forced to content themselves with less than half 
Wolsey's demand.) Convocation betrayed a independent a spirit; 
and when money was again needed two years late( the Cardinal \ 
was driven once more to the system of BenevolenceS\ A tenth 
was demanded from the laity, and a fourth from tM clergy in 
every county by the royal commissioners. There was "sore 
grudging and murmuring," Warham wrote to the court, "among 
the people." " If men should give thei r goods by a com
mission," • said the Kenti h squires, " then it would be worse 
than the taxes of France, and England should be bond, not free." 
t The political instinct- of the nation discerned as of old that in the \ 

question of self-taxation was involved that of the very existence of 
freedom .' The clergy put themselves in the forefront of the 
resistanc'e, and preached from every pulpit that the commission was 
contrary to the liberties of the realm, and that the I(ing could take 
no man's goods but by process of law. (So stirred was the nation I 
that Wolsey bent to the storm, and offered to rely on the voluntary 
loans of each subject.) But the statute of Richard the Third which 
declared all exaction of Benevolences illegal was recalled to 
memory; the demand was evaded by London, and the com
missioners were driven out of Kent. ,....-A revolt broke out in Suffolk; 
the men of Cambridge and Norwich' threatened to rise. t There was 
in fact a general strike of the employers) Clothmakers di charged 
their workers, farmers put away their servants. " They say the 
King asketh so much that they be not able to do as they have done 
before this time." {'such a peasant insurrection <i!5 was raging in 
Germany was only 'prevented by the unconditional withdrawal of 
the royal demand. '\ 
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Wolsey's defeaJsaved English freedom for the moment; but 
the danger from which he shrank was not merely that of a conflict 
with the sense of liberty. (:he murmurs of the Kentish squires 

The 
Agrarian 
Discon

tent 



SKC. V 

W OLSEY 

1515 
TO 

1531 

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP. 

only swelled the ever-cleepening voice of public discontent. If the 
condition of the land question in the end gave strength to' the 
Crown by making it the security for public order, it became a 
terrible peril at 'everp crisis of conflict - bet ween the monarchy 
and the landowners. The steady rise in the price of wool was \ 
giving a fresh impulse tu the agranan changes which l1a n6\\I' been 

JOHN WINCHCOMDE, SON OF "JACK OF NEWIlU RY." 
Picture by Holbein, at Sudeley Castle. 
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going on for over a- hundred and fifty years, to 
together of the smaller holdings, and the i 4J<.!~~~~I<..\...~~.J 

C rm' n an enorfIlGUS scale. The new wealth of the merchant 
classes helped on the change. They invested largely in land, and 
these "farming gentlemen and clerking knights," as Latimer ' 
bitterly styled them, were restrained by few traditions or asso
ciations in their eviction of the smaller tenants. he land indeed 
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had been greatly underlet, and as its value rose the temptation to 
raise the customary rents became irresistible."! " That which went 
heretofore for twenty or for'ty pounds a year," we learn from the 

same source, " now is let for fifty or a hundred," ~ut it had been I 
only by this low scale of rent that the small yeomanry class had 

been enabled to ex ist. ) "My fathe r," says Latimer," was a yeoman, 
and had no la nds of his own ; only he had a farm of three or four 

pounds by the year at the uttermost, and hereupon he tilled so 

OLD HOUSE IN CLEVELAND. 
A/H ........ , "F~rl)' I'~~,.. i~ .. M""rln,m r,,~iJ~. " 

much as kept half-a-dozen men. H e had walk for a hundred 
sheep, and my mother milked thirty kine; he was able and did 
fi nd the King a harness with himself and his horse while he came to 

the place that he should receive the K ing's wages. I can remember 
that I buck led his harness when he went to Blackheath F ield. He 
kept me to school: he married my sisters with live pounds apiece, 

so that he brought them up in g"od liness and fear of GoJ . He 
kept hospitality fot" his poor neighbours, and some alms hc G"Jve to 
the poor, and all this he did of the same farm , where he l~i.:~t now 
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hath it paycth sixteen pounds by year or more, and iii not 'able to 

do anything for his prince, for himself, nor for his children, or give 
a cup of drink to the poor." Incrcase of rcnt ended with such 
tenants in the relinquishment of their holdings, but the bitterness 
of ejection was increased by the iniquitous means which were often 
employed to bring it about. The farmers, if we believe More in 

1515, were" got rid of eith~r by fraud or forcc, or tireq out with 
repeated wrongs into parting with their property'" "In this way 
it comes to pass that these poor wretches, men, women, husbands, _ 

orphans, widows, parents with little children, h<;mscholds. greater in 
number than in wealth (for arable farming requires many h~llds, 
while one hepherd and herdsman will suffice for a pasture farm), 
all these emigrate from thei r native field s without knowing where 
to go." The sale of their scanty household stuff drove.them to 
wander homeJ.css abroad, to be thrown into prison as vagabonds, to 
beg and to steal. Yet in the face of su.ch a spectacle as this we 
still find the old complaint of scarcity of labour, and tl].e 'old lp.gal 
remedy for it in a fixed scale 0'[ wages. The social disorder, in 

fact, baffled the sagacity of English statesmen, and they could find 
no better remedy for it than laws against the further extension of ' 
sheeR-farms, and a terrible increase of public executions, - Both 
~e alike fruitless. Enclosu;:;;s and- eVICtions-went on as -before. _ 

"If you do not remedy the evils which produce thieves," More 
urged with bitler truth, "the rigoro.us execution of just~ce in ' 

unishing thieves will be vain." But even More could only sU'ggest 
a remedy which, efficacious as it was subsequently to prove, had yet 
to wait a century for its realization. "Let the woollen manufacture' 

be introduced, so. that honest employment rna)' be found for those 

whom want has made thieves or will make thieves ere long." "(The ( 
mass of social disorder grew steadily greater ~ while the break up 
of the great military households of the nobles which was still going 

on, and the return of wounded and disabled soldiers from the wars, 
introduced a ,dangerous leaven of outrage and crime. 

This public discontent, as well as the exhaustion of the treasury, 

added bitterness to the miserable result of the .war. To France, 
indeed, the struggle had been ' disastrous, for ' the loss of the 
Milanese and the capture of Francis the First in the defeat of 
Pavia laid her at the feet of the Emperor. But' Char1~~' had no 
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purpose of carrying out the pledges by which he had lured En gland 
into war. Wolsey had seen two partizans of thc Emperor suc
cessivcly raised to thc Papal chair. Thc schcmes of winning anew 
"our inhcritancc of F rance" had cnded in uttcr failurc; England, 
as before, gai ncd. nothing from two useless campaigns, and it was 

AI.I. II:(;QR[(;AI. U:I'R KSK~TAT [OS 01' Till( [IF-TROTHA[ . O F MARY TUDOR WITt! Tt!t. 
SOS O F TIIII: DUI't: OF OR I.F.A" ~. [527. 

C"~l'lu' IIsNsr -r ... ,,/in . . I,,~",I, 1~'7. I''' /'fic ""~m (lJIf,r. 

plain that C I~arlcs mcant it to win nothing. li e concl uded an 
armistice with his prisoner ; he set ,\sidc all projects of a joint 
im.:asion j hc broke his pledge to wed ~ I ary Tudor, and marricd a 
princcss of Portugal; he pressed. for peacc with Francc which 

ALLIANCE O F HY.NRY VIII. ASD FR ASCIS I., AUGUST, 15~7. 

C~";Ie." II . ... ~ T ... ~liu, A.,ptl. 1 ~"J7. I' .. ~t;t "It."" O/J". 

would give him Burgnndy. _ It was time for J-I cnr)' and his 
mlmster to change their course, They resolved to withdraw from 
all active part in the rivalry of the two powers, ang a treaty was 
secretly' concluded with F rance. But Henry remained on fair 
terms with the Emperor, a nd abstained from any part in the fresh 
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war which broke out on the refusal of the French monarch to fulfil 
the terms by which he had purchased his release. No longer 
spurred by the interest of great events, the King ceased to take a 
busy part in foreign politics, and gave himself to hunting and sport. 
Among the fairest and gayest ladies of his court stood Anne 
Boleyn. Her gaiety and wit soo'n won Henry's favour, and grants 

GOLD SEAL MADE BY BENVENUTO ELLINI FOR FRANCIS 1. or' I'RANCE. 
Chapt .. · 110'''' Tr.a/y, 15'7, Public Record Office. 

of honours to her father marked her influence. In 1524 a new 
colour was given to this intimacy by a resolve on the King's part 
to break his marriage wUh the Queen. The death of every child 

save Mary ~ay have :voke scruples as to the lawfulness of a 
marriage on which a curse seemed to e t; the need of a male heir 
may have deepened this impression. But, whatever were the 
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grounds of his act ion, Henry from this moment pressed the Roman 
See to grant him a di\'orce, Clement"s consent to his wish, 
however, would mean a break with the Emperor, Catharine's 
nephew; and the Pope was now at the Emperor's mercy. \ ·\,hile 
the English envoy was mooting the question of divorce, the surprise 
of Rome b)' an I mperial force brough t home to Cle ment his uller 
helplessness; the next year the Pope was in fact a prisoner in the 
Emperor's hands after the storm and sack of Romev'" !lleanwhile a 
secret suit which had been brought before \Volse)' as legate was 
sudden I)' dropped; as Catharine denied the fact s on which Il enr}' 
rested his case her appeal would ha\"e carried the !lIa~ter to the 
tribunal of the Pope, and Cle mcnt"s decision could hardly ha\·e 
!.x:en a fa\'ourable one.vt"The difficulties of the di\·orce \\"ere indeed 
manifest. One of the most learned of the En gl ish Bi:.hopi, Fisher 
of Rochester, declared openly against it. The En gl ish theologians, 
who were consulted on the \'alid it)' of the I'apal dispensation which 
had allowed lIenry's marriage to take place, referred the "King to 
the Pope for a decision o f the question. The commercial classes 
shrank from a step which im'olvcd an irretrie\'able breach with the 
Empe ror, who was master of their great market in F landers. 
AbO\'e all, the iniquity o f the proposal jarred against the public 
conscience. But neither danger nor shame il\'ailed against the 
Rin g's wilfulness and passion. A great part)' too had gathered to 
Anne's support. Her uncle the Dut.:e of Korfolk, her father, now 
Lord Rochford, afterwards Earl of \\,ilt shire, pushed the divorce 
resolutely on ; the bri!Jiant group of young cou rtiers to which her 
brother belonged saw in her succes!l thei r O\\'n e\cvation; and the 
Duke o f S uffolk with the bulk of the n,ables hoped through her 
means to bring about the ruin of the statesman be fore whom they 
trembled. It was needful for the Cardina} to find some expedients 
to ca rry out the King's \\'ill ; but hi s schemes one by one broke 
down before the difficulties of the Papal Court. Clement indeed, 
perplexed at once by his wish to gratify l lcnr)" his own consciell~ 

tious doubts as to the course proposed, and his terror of the 
Emperor whose power was now predominant in Italy, even blamed 
WOlsey for having hmdered the King from judging the matter in 
his Own realm, and marrying on the sentence of his own courts, 
Henry was resolute in der:landing the express sanction of the Pope 
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SF-C. Y to his divorce, and this Clement steadily evaded. He at last, 
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however, con. ented to a lega
tine commission for the trial of 
the case in England. In this 
commission Cardinal am 
peggio was joined with Wol

sey. Months however pa sed 
in fruitless negotiations. The 

ardinals pressed on Catharine 
the expediency of her with

drawal to a religious house, 
while Henry pressed on the 
Pupc thdL of a settlement of 
the matter by his formal de
claration against the validity 
of the marriage. At last in 

1529 the two Legates opened 
their court in the great hall 
of the Blackfriars. Henry 
briefly announced his resolve 

to live no longer in mortal 
5111 . The Queen offered an 
appeal to Clement, and n the 
refusal of the Legates to ad 
mit it she flung herself at 
Henry's feet. "Sire," said 

Catharine, "I beseech you to 
pity me, a woman and a 
stranger, without an assured 
friend and without an indif
ferent coun ellor. I take God 
to witness that I have always 

been to you a true and loyal 

wife, that I have made it my 
constant duty to seek your 
pleasure, that I have loved all 

CLOCK GIVE~ BY HENRY VIlI. TO ANNE 
BOLEYN, A.D. '532. 

A rcluzologia. 

whom you loved, whether I have reason or not, whether they are 
friends to me or foes. I have been your wife for years, I have 
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brought you many children. God knows that wh('!l 1 came to your 
bed I was a virgin, and I put it to your own conscience to say 
whether it was not so. If there be any offence which can be 
alleged against me I consent to depart with infamy; if not, then 
I p ray you to do me justice." The piteous appeal was wasted 
on a K ing who was already entertaining Anne Boleyn \\"ith royal 
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state in h is own palace. T he trial proceeded, and the court 
assembled t.o pronounce sentence. Henry's hopes were at their J"1y 23 

highest when they were suddenly dashed to the ground. At the 
opening of the proceedings Campcggio rose to declare the court 
adjou rned. The adjournment was a n;tere evasion. The pressure 
of the Imperialists had at last forced Clement to summon the 
cause to hi s own tribunal at Rome, and the jurisdictIon of the 
Legates was at an end. 

"Now see I," cried the Duke of Suffolk, as he dashed his hand 
on the table, "that the old 5.1.W is true, that there was ne\·er Legate 
or Ca rdinal that did good to England 1" "Of all men living," 
Wolsey boldly retorted, ., you, my lord Duke, havc thc least 

reason to dispraisc Cardinals, for if I, a poor Cardinal, had not 
been, you would not now ha\·c had a head on your shoulders 
wherew ith to make such a brag in d isreputc of u~." But both 

the Cardinal and his enemie" knew that the mini~ter's doom was 
sealcd. Through thc l\\·enty years of his reign Henry had known 
nothing of oppos ition to his wit!. I lis imperious temper had 
chafcd at the weary ncgotiations, thc subterfugcs and perfidies of 
the Pope. I-lis wrath fcll at once on \Volsey, who had dissuaded 
him from act ing at the first indepcndently, fro.m conducting the 
causc in his own courts and acting on the sentenec of his 011"11 

judges; who had counselled him to seck a divorcc from Rome and 
promised h im success in his suit. F rom the close of the Legatine 
court he would ~ee h im no more. If \Vo!:;;cy still rcmained 
minister for a wh ilc, it was because lhe thread of thc complcx 

foreign negotiations could not be roughly broken. Ji ere too, 
however, fa ilure awaited h im as he saw himsel f deceived and out-

Th, 
Fall of 
W olsey 

witted by the conclusion of peace between F rancc and the ISZ9 

Emperor in a new t reaty at Cambra).. Not only was his French 
policy no longer possible, bu t a reconciliatiOIl wilh CIL.tllcs \I as 
absol utely nccJful, a nd such a reconciliat ion could only be 
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brought about by Wolsey's fall. \.!:Ie was at once prosecul:ed for 
receiving bulls from Rome in violation of the Statute of P r;cml1-
nire.) A few days latcr he was deprived of the seals. \Volsey was 
prostrated by the blow. Hc o«crcd to givc up cverything that he 
possessed if thc King would but ccase from his displcasure. 
" H is face," \note thc French ambassador, "is dwindled to half 
its natural size. In truth his misery i .. such that his enemies, 
E nglishmen as they are, cannot help pitying hi!l1." Office and 
wealth were flun g despera tely at the King's feet, and fol' the 

momcn t Henry scemed contented with h is disgrace. A thousand 
boats full of Londoners covcred the Thames to sec the Cardinal's 
barge pass to the Tower, but he was pcrmitted to retire to E shcr. 
Pardon 1\':1<: grantcd hiln on surrender of his \'ast possessions to 
the Cro\\,l1, and he was permitted to withdraw to his diocese of 
York , the onc dignity he had been suffered to retain. Bilt hardl}' 

a ycar had passed before the jealousy of his political rivals was 
roused by the King's regrets, and on the eve of his installation 
feast he was arrested on a chal'ge of high trcason, and conducted 
by the Lieute:lant of the Towcr towards London. Already 
broken by his enormous l ~bours, by internal disease, and the sensc 
of his fall, \Volsey acceptcd the arrest asa sen tence of death. An 

attack of dysentery hrced him to rest at th e abbey of Leicester, 
and as he reached the gate he said feebly to the brethren who met 
him," I am come to lay m)' boncs among you," On hi:; death
bed his thoughts still clung to the prince whom he had ~rl'ed . 

" lI e is a prince," said the: dying man to the Lieu tenant of the 

T ower, "of a most royal courage: sooner than miss any part of 
his will he will endanger one half of his kingdom: and I do 
assure you I hal'e often kneeled before him, sometimes for three 
hours together, to persuade h im from his appetite, and could not 

prevail. And, Master Knyghton, had I but served God as 
dilig~ntly as I have scrl'ed the king, H e wou ld 110t have given me 
ovcr in my grey hairs. Bu t this is my d ue reward for my pains 
and study, not regardi ng my service to God, but only my duty to 
my prince." No words could paint with so terrible a truthfulness 
the spiri t of thc new despotism which Wolsey had done more 

than any of thoSe! who went before him to build up. At! sense of 
loyalty to Eng land , to its freedom, to its insti tu t ions, had utterly 
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passed away. The one duty which the statesman owned was a 
duty to his" prince," a prince whose personal will and appetite was 

overriding the highest interests of the State, trampling under foot 
the wisest counsels, and crushing with the blind ingratitude of F ate 

the servants who opposed him. But even 'vV olsey, while he recoiled 
from the monstrous form which had reveal ed itse lf, could hard ly 
have dreamed of the work of destruction which the royal courage, 

and yet more royal appetite, of his master was to accomplish in 

the years to come.v" 
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CI,np/t .. H Dlllt , I/ "ol"y ' , Pn /cn/" P ublic R uord O}la. 

s>:c. V 

\V OI.SLV 

15 15 • 
TO 

153 1 



." 
S..c. VI 

THOMAS 
C~O ........... 

•• 

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CII AP. 

Section V l.- Thomas Cromwell , 1530- 154° 

(A utllo1rilies. - Cromwell's carll' life as tOld by Foxe is a mass of fable; 
what we really knoll' of it mar be seen com'cnicntl)' put together in Dean 
ll ook's "Life of Archbishop Cranmer." For h is ministr)" the anI)' real 
authorities arc the Sta te Papers for this period, which are now being calendared 
for the Master of the Rolls. For Sir Thomas Marc, we hal'c a touching ]ife by 
his son-in-law, Roper. The morc important documents for the religious h istory 
of Ihe time will be found in Mr. Pocock's ne"' edition of Burnet's" History of 
the Rdol Illation " ; those relating to the dissolution of the Mona steries, in the 
collection of letters on that subject published b)' the Camden Societ)', and in 
the "Original Letters" of Sir Henry Ellis. A mass of material of very 
various value has been accumulated by Strype in Ilis collections, which begin 
:1.1 this time. Mr. Fronde's narrath·e (" H istory of England," vols. i. ii. iii. ~ 

though of gre'l.t literary meri t, is disfigured by a love of paradox, by hero
worship, and by a reckless defence of tyranny lLlld crime. It posses~es, during 
this period, little or 110 historical I·Ollue.] 

The ten years which folloW the fall of \Vol"ey arc among the 
most momentous in our history. The New l\'ionarchy at last 

real ized its power, and the \\"ork for which " 'olsey had paved the 
way was ca rried out with a terrible thoroughness. The one great 
institution which could still ofTer resistance to the royal will was 
struck down. The Church became a mere instrumen t of the 

central despotism. The people learned their helplessness in 
rebellions easily suppressed and avenged with ruthless severity. 
A reign of terror, organized with consummate and merciless 

skill, held E ng land panic-str icken a t Hen ry's feet. The noblest 
heads rolled on the block. Virtue and learning could not 
g.'we Thomas More: royal descent could not save Lady Sal is
bury. The putting away of one queen, the execution of 
another, taught England that nothing was too hi gh for H enry's 

" courage " or too sacred for his" appetite," (,farliament assem- t 
bled on ly to sanction acts of unscrupulous tyranny, or to build 
up by its own statutes the great fabric of absolute rUle.) All 
the constitutional safe-guards of English freedom were swept 
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away. (Arbitrary taxation: arbitr,ary legi,slation, arbitrary, im-I S~c. VI 

Prisonment were powers claimed without dispute and unspanngly TIIOMAS 
CROMWELL 

exercised by the Crown) IS.,~O 

Dr4'luinr hy C. Tomkins, 1801, t.'" Britisl, ],ffUel/lII . 

The hi tory of this great revolution, for it i nothing Jess, is the 
history f a s ingle man. In th whole line of English statesmen 
·there is no one of whom we , auld willingly know so much, no one 
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of whom we really know so little, as Thomas Cromwell. "'Then 
he meets us in H enry's service he had already passcd middlc life; 

and during his earlicf years it IS hardly possible to do morc than 
disentangle a few fragmentary fac ts from thc mass of fablc wh ich 
gathered round them. H is youth was one of roving ad\·ellture. 
\\'hethe .. he was the son of a poor blacksmi th at Putney or no, he 
could hardly have been mme than n boy whcn he was engagcd in 
the scrvicc of the Marchioncss of Dorset. He must sti ll ha\'c been 

young whcn he took part as a com mon soldier in the wars of 
Italy, a " ruffi an," as he owncd a fterwards to Cranmcr, in the 
most unscrupulous school the world contained. But it was a 
school in which hc learned lessons c\'cn marc dangerous than 
those of thc camp. IT r not only mastered thc Italian language 
but drank in thc manncrs ami tonc of the Italy around him, thc 
Italy of thc Borgias and thc l\'lcdici. ( It was with Italian vcrsa

t ility that hc turncd from the camp to TI1C counting housc )hc wa.'> 
ccrtainly cngaged as a commcrcial agcnt· to onc of thc Vcnctian 
merchants; tradition finds him as a clerk al Antwerp; and in 
1512 history at last encount crs him as a thriving \\'001 mcrchant 
at M iddclburg in Zcaland. Returning to England, Cromwcll 

continued to amass wenlth by adding the trade of scrh'ener, 
someth ing between that of a bnnker nntl attorney, to his othcr 
occupations, as well as by advancing money to the poorer nobles; 
and on the outbreak of the second war with France we find him 
a busy and influential member of thc Common~ in Parliament. 

Five years later thc nim of his ambition wa.'> declared by his 
entrance into \Volsey's sen 'icc. T he Cardinal needed a man of 

business for thc su?pression of ~ome smaller monasteries which he 
had undertaken. and for the transfer of their revcnues to his 
foundation s at Oxford and Ipswich. The task wa.'> an unpopul ar 
one, and it was carricd out with a rough indifferencc to the feeli ngs 
it aroused which involved Cromwell in the hatc which was gather· 

ing round his master. But his wonderfu l self-reliance and sense 
of power only broke upon the world at V,'olsey's fall. Of the 
hund reds of dependents who waited on the Ca rdinal 's nod, 
Cromwcll was the on1), one who clung to him faithfully at the last. 

In the lonely hours of his disgrace at E sher Wolsey" made h is 
moan unto Master Cromwell, who com forted h im the best he 
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could, and desired my lord to give him leave to go to London, 
where he could make or mar, which was always his common 

saying. " He showed his consummate craft in a scheme by 
which '''olsey was persuaded to buy off the hostility of the 
courtiers by confirming the grants which had been made to 
them from h is revenucs, while Cromwcll acquired importance as 

TH O MA S C)( O MW E I.1.. 
H~/ ... d, " lInwJqi ..... 

gcrbetween in these transactions. I t was by Cromwell's efforts in 

Parliament that a bill disqualifying Wolscy from all after 
employment was defeated, and it was by him that the negotiations 
were conducted which permitted the fallen minister to retire to 

York. A general esteem seems to have rewarded this rare 
instance of fidelity to a ruined patron. "For his honest behaviour 
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in his master's cause he was esteemed the most faith fullest servant, 
and was of all men greatly commended." Bul Henry's protection 

rested on other g rounds. The fide to London had ended in ~ 
p~lvatc interview with the KIIl~, III which Cro.rnwell boldl~' advised 
h1m to cut the knot of the divorce by the slInplc CXcrC1!'C of hi s 
011'11 supremacy. The advlCC struck the keynote of the later 

policy by which the danng counscllcr was to change the whole face \ 
of Church and State; but Il cnry still clung to the hopes held out 
by his new mmisters, and shrank perhaps as yet from the bare 
abl>olutlsm to which CrOlTI\\cll called hlnl The advice al any rate 
was concealed, and though high in the King's favour, his new 
servant waited patiently the progress of eve nt s. 

For success in procuring the divorce, the Duke of Norfolk, who 
had come to the front on \Volsey's fall, relied not only on the 
alliance and aid of the Emperor, but on the support which the pro

ject was cxpected to receive from l'ariiament.1.. .. The reassembling 

of the two Houses marked the close of the system of \raIser.) In- \ 
stead of looking 011 Parliament as a danger the monarchy no\' felt 
itself strong enough to use it as a tool; and ll enry ju~tly counted 

on warm support in hi s strife with Rome. 1\ot less significant 
was the attitude o f the men of the Xe\\' Learning. To them, as 
to his mere political advers.,uies, the Cardina l's fall opened a pros .. 
pect of better thin gs. The dream of l\"lore in accepting the office 
of Chancellor, if we may judge it from the acts of his brief minis .. 
try, seems to ha\'e been that of carrying out the religious reforma .. 
tion which had been demanded by Colet and Erasmus, while 
checking the spirit o f revolt again st the unily of the Church. His 

severities against the Protc'stants, exaggerated as they have been 
by polem ic rancour, remain the one stain on a memory that knows 
no other. But it was only by a rigid severance of the cause of 
reform from what seemed to him the cause of rcvolution that More 
could hope for a successful issue to the projects which the Council 
laid before Parliament. The petition of the Commons sounded 

like an echo of eolet's famous address to the Convocation. It 
attributed the growth of heresy not more to " frantic and seditious 
books p ublished in the English tongue contrary to the very true 
Catholic and Christian faith" than to "the r.xtreme and uncharit .. 
able behaviour of divers ordinaries." It remonstrated against the 

sa:. VI 

"f"O"~$ c.o .. ,,· ~u 

Norfolk ", More 





CIIAl'. VI TH E NEW MONARCHY 

legislation of the clergy in Convocation without the King's a"scnt 
or that of his subjects, the oppressive procedure of the Church 
Courts, the abuses of ecclesiastical patronage, and the excessive 
number of holydays. Henry referred the Petition to the bishops, 
but they could devise no means of redress, and the ministry per-
sisted in pushing t hrough the Houses their bills for ecclesia ~ tt. 

cal reform. The questions of Convocation and the bishops' courts 
were adjourned for further consideration, but the fees of the court,; 
were curtailed, the clergy restricted from lay employments, plurali-
ties restrained, and residence enforced, I n spite of a dogged 
opposition from the bi shops the bills recei\'ed the assent of the 
House of Lords, .. to the great rejoicing of lay people, and the 
great displeasure of spiritual persons." The imporlam .. e of the 
new measures lay really in the action of Parliament. They \\'crc 

so>:, VI 

THOIU, 
CKOMWt.LL 

an explicit announcement that church-reform was now to be 
undertakcn, not by the clergy, but by the people at large. On the \ 
other hand it was clear that it would be ca rried out, not in a ~pirit 

of hostility, but of loyalty to the church. The Commons forced 
from Bishop Fisher an apology for words which \\'cre takcn as a 
doubt thrown on their orthodoxy. Henry forbade the circulation 
of Tyndale's translation of the Bible as executed in a Protestant 
spiri t, while he promised a more correct yersion. But the domes-
tic aims of the New Learning were foiled by the failure of the 
ministry in its negotiations for the divorce. The severance of the 1530 

French alliance, and the accession of the party to powcr \\'hich 
clung to alliance with the Emperor, failed to detach Charles from 

his aunt's cause, T he ministers accepted the sugge~lion of OIl 
Cambridge scholar, Thomas Cranmer, that the universities of 
E urope should be callcd on for their judgemellt ; but the appeal to 
the Icarned opinion of Christendom ended in utter defeat. III 
France the profuse bribery of the English agents would ha\'e failed 
with thc university of Paris but for the interference of Francis 
himself. As shamelcss an exercise of Henry's own authority was 
rcquired to wring an approval of his cause from Oxford and Cam
bridge. In Germany thc ,"cry Protcstants, in the fcrvour of thcir 
moral rcvival, were dead against the King. So far as could be 
seen from Cran mer's test every learned man in ChristendolJl hilt 
fo r bribery and th reats wou ld have condemned Henry's cause. 
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It was at the moment when every expedient had been exhausted 
by Norfolk and his fellow ministers that Cromwell came again to 
the front. Despair of other means drove Henry nearer and nearer 

Sit(:, YI 

Cromwell 
and the 
Ch\lrch 

to the bold plan from which he had shrunk at \Volsey's fall. 
Cromwell was again ready with his suggestion that the .l-\:ing 
should disavow ... the Papal jurisdiction, declare himself I-lead of the 
Church with in his reaim, and obtain a divorce from his own Ec· 
clesiastical Courts. But with Cromwell the di\·orce was but the 
prelude to a series of changes he was ben t upon accomplishing. 
In all the chequered life of the :"lew minister what ha.d left its 
deepest stamp on him was Italy. Not only in the rapidity and 
ruthlessness of his designs, but in thei~ larger scope, their clearer 
purpose, and their admirable combination, the Italian state-craft 
entered with Cromwell into English politics. He is in fact the \ 
first English minister in whom we can trace through the whole 
period of his rule the steady working out of a great and definite 
aim. His purpose was to raise the Kin g to absolute authority on \ 
the ruin s of e\'ery rival powel" within the realm. I t was not that 
Cromwell was it mere slave of tyranny. \Vhether we may trust 
the tale that carries him in his youth to FI&rence or no, his states· 
man ship was closely modellcd on the ideal of the Florentine 
th inker whose book was constantly in his hand. Even as a ser· 
vant of \Vol se), he stal"tled the future Cardinal, Reginald Pole, by 
bidding him take for his manual in politics the "Prince" of 
Machiavelli. l\1achiaveUi hoped to find in Ca!sar Borgia or in the 
later Lorenzo dc' :\·Ied ici a tyrant who after crushing all rival 
tyra nnies might unite and regenerate Italy; and it is possible to 
see in the policy of Crom\I"cli the aim of securing enlightenment 
and order for England by the concentration of aU authority in the 
Crown. The last check on royal absolu: ism which had survived \ 
the V·lars of the Roses lay in the wealth, the independent synods 
and jurisdiction, and the religious claims of the Church. To re
duce th~ great ecclesiastical body to a mere department of the 
State in which all authority should Aow from the sovereign alone, 
and in which his will should 1x: 'the only law, his decision the only 
test of truth, was a change hardly to be wrought without a 
struggle; and it ,was the opportunity for such a struggle that 

• Cromwell .5..1.W in the divorce. His firs t blow showl;!u how unscru· 
VOL, 11 X X 
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pulously the struggle was to be waged. A _ year had passed si nce 
Wolsey had been convicted of a breach of the Statute of Pr::e
munirc. The pedantry of the judges declared the whole nation 
to have been formally involved in the same cha rge by its accept-
ance of his authority. T he legal absurdi ty was now redressed by 

a general pardon, but from this pardon the clergy found them

selves omitted. They were told that forgiveness could be bought) 
at no less a price than the payment of a fine amounting to a mil
lion of our presen t money, and the acknowledgemen t of the Kin g 

as " the chief protector, the only and supreme lord, the H ead 
of the Church and Clergy of England." To the first demand they 
at onee su bmitted; against the second they struggled hard , but 

thei r appeals to H enr)' and to Cromwell met on ly with demand s 
for instant obeJit:llce. A compromise was at last arrived a t by 
the insertion of a qualifying phrase" So far as the law of Christ 
will allow; " ilnd with this addition the words were again submitted 

by \\'arhdlll to the Convocat ion. There was a general silence. 
~ \\'hocvcr is silent seems to conscnt," said the Archbishop .. < Then 
arc we all silent," replied a voice from among the crowd. 

There is no grou nd for thinking that the" lleadship of the 
Church " which H enry claimed in thi s submission was more than 

a warning addressed to the independent spirit of the clergy, or that 
it bore as yet the meaning which was afterwards attached to it. 
I t''certainly implied no indepe ndence of Rome ; but it told the i 
Pope plainly that in any s trife that mi ght come the clergy were t 
in the Kin g's hand. The warning was backed by the demand for 

the settlement of the question <\ddressed to Clemen t on the part o f 
the Lords and some of the Commons. "The cause o f his l\'lajesty," 

the Peers were made to say, "is the cause of each o f ourselves." 
If Clement would nOl confirm what was described as the judge
ment of the Un iversities in fa vour of the divorce" our condition 

willllot be wholly irremed iable. Extreme remedies arc ever harsh 
of application; but he that is s ick will by all mean s be r id o f hi s 
d istemper." The banish ment of Catharine from the King's palace 

gave emphasis to the demand. The failure or a second cmbas~y 
1532 to the Pope left Cromwell frcc to take more decish'e steps in the 

course on which he had entered. As his policy develo~d itsel f 
More withdrew from the post of Chancellor; but the revolutiol\ 
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from which he ~hrank was an inevitable one. ~rom the rei gn of 
the Edwards men had been occupied with the jJl'ublem of l'eCOl1- TUOMAS 

C ltOMWELL 

11 1';1\\,\' \'III . READJXG 

MS. R~)' 2 A . :roi. (Brili, ', Mllsellm). 

citing the spiritual and temporal relations of the realm) l parlia- \ 
ment from the first became the organ of the national Jealousy 
whether of Papal jurisdiction without the h,ingJum or of the 
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separate jurisdiction of the clergy within it. (rhe mo\'ement , long 
arrested by religious reaction and civil war, was reviving under the 
new sense of national greatness and national unity, when it was 
suddenly stimulated by the question of the divorce, and by the 
submission of Eng lish interests to a foreign Cou rt. With such a 
spur it moved forward quickly. The time had come when England 
was to claim for herself the fulness of power, ecclesiastical as well 
as temporal, within her bounds; and, in the concen tration of all 
authori ty· within the hands of the sovereig n which was the political 
characteristic of the time, to claim this power for the nation was to 
claim it for the Ki ng. The import of the headship of the Church 
was brought fully ou t in one of the prop0:iitions la id be fore the 
Convocation of J 532. ., T he King's Majesty," ru ns this memorable 
clause, ., hath dS well the care of the souls of his subjects as their 
bodies; and lila), by the law of God by his Parliamen t lIlake Jaws 
touching and concerning as well the one as the other." Under 
st rong pressure Convocation was brought to pray that the power 
of independent legislation till now exercised by the Church should 
come to an en'd. Rome was dealt with in the same unsparing 
fashion. The Parliament forbade by statute any further appeals 
to the Papal Court; and on a petition from the clergy in Convoca
tion the I louses granted power to the King to suspend the pay-
ments of first-fruits, or the year's revenue which each bishop paid 
to Rome on his election to a sec. All judicial, all fina ncial con- \ 
nection with the Papacy was broken by these two measures. 
Cromll'(;11 fell b.,ck on \Volsey's policy. T he hope of aid from 
Charles was abandoiled, and by a nel\' league with Fra nce he 
sought to bring pressure on the Papal court. But the pressure 

was as unsuccessful as before. Clement thre.atened the King with \ 
excommu nication if he did not restore Catharine to her place as 
Q uc.en and abstain from a ll intercourse with Anne Boleyn till the 
case was tried. Henry still refused to submit to the judgement 
o f any court outside his realm; and the Pope dared not consent 
to a trial within it. H enry at last closed the long debate by a 
secret union with An ne Boleyn. \:Varham was dead, and Cran
mer, an active partizan of the divorce, was named to the sec of 
Canterbury; proceedings were at once com menced in his 
court; and the marriage of Catharine was formally declared in-, 
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valid by the new primate at Dunstable. A week later Cranmer 
set on the brow of Anne Boleyn the crown whiCh she had so long 
coveted. 

As yet the real character of romwell's ecclesiastical policy 
had been disguised by its connexion with the di\·orce. But though 
C rmal negotiations continued between England and Home, until 

THOMAS C RANM ER, ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 

I'icilir. ill NtrlioHai I'orlrait Gallery. 

Clement's final decis:on in atharinc's favour, the), had no longer 
any influence on the eries of measures which in their rapid 
succession changed the "hole character of the English Church. 
The acknowledgement of Henry's title as its Protector and Head 

--/was soon found by the clergy to have been more than a form 01 
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words. It was the first step in a policy by which the Church wa~ 
to be laid prostrate at the foot of the throne. Parliament had I 
shown its accordance with the royal will in the strife with Rome. 
Step by step the ground had been cleared for the great Statute 

by which the new character of the hurch was defined. The Act \ 
of Supremacy ordered that the King " hall be taken, accepted, 
and reputed the only supreme head on earth of the Church of 
England, and shall have and enjoy annexed and united to the 
Imperial Crown of this realm as well the title and state thereof 
as aJl the honours, jurisdictions, authorities, immunities, profits and 
commodities to the said dignity belonging, with fuJI power to vis it, 
repress, redress, reform, and amend all such errors, heresies, abuses, 
contempts, and enormities, which by any manner of spiritual 
authority or jurisdiction might or may lawfully be reformed." 

I 
Authority in aJl matters ecclesiastical, as well as civil, was vested 
solely in the !'Own. The" courts spiritual " became as thoroughly 
the King's courts as the temporal courts at \Vestminster. But 
the fuJI import of the Act of Supremacy was only seen in the 
following year, when Henry formally took the title of "on earth 
Supreme Head of t.he Church of England," and some months 
later Cromwell was raised to t.he post of Vicar-General or Vice

gerent of the King in all matters ecclesiastical. His title, like f 
his office, recalled the sy. tem of Wolsey; but the fact that these 
power were now united in t.he hands not of a priest but of 
a layman, showed the new .drift of the royal policy. And this 
policy Cromwell's position enabled him to carry out with a 
terrible thoroughness. One great step towards its reali'zation 
had already been taken in the statute which annihi lated the 
free legislative powers of the convocations of the clergy. Another 

Subjection followed in an Act which under the pretext of restoring the free 
0./ Ihe 

Bishops election of bishops turned every prelate into a nominee of the 
King. Their election by the chapters of their cathedral churches 
had long become formal, and their appointment ha-d since the time 
of the Edwards been practically made by the Papacy on the 

'

nomination of the Crown. The privilege of free election was 
now with bitter irony re to red to t.he chapters, but they were 
compelled on pain of prcemunire to choose the candidate recom
mended by the .King. This strange expedient has lasted t il 
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the present time; but its character )"las wholly changed with 
the developement of constitutional rule. The nomination of 
bishops has ever since the accession of the Georges passed from 
the King in person to the Ministe r who represents- the will of 

. the people. Practically therefore an English prelate, a lone among 

II the prelates of the world, is now raised to his episcopal throne 
by the same popular election which raised Ambrose to his epis
copal chair at Milan. But at the moment Cromwell's measure 

reduced the English bishops to absolute dependence on the 
rown. Their dependence would have been complete had his 

policy been thoroughly carried out and the royal power of 
deposition put in force as well as that of appointment. As it 
was Ilenry could warn the Archbishop of Dublin that if he 
persevered in his" proud folly, we be able to remove you again 
and to put another man of more virtue and honesty in your 
place." Even Elizabeth in a burst of ill-humour threatened 
to " unfrock " the Ri. hop of Ely. By the more ardent partizans 
of the R eformation this dependence of the bishops on the Crown 
was fully recognized . On the death of Henry the Eighth 
Cranmer took out a new commission from Edward for the exercise 
of his office. Latimer, when the royal policy cia. hed with his 

belief, felt bound to resign the See of Worcester. That the 
power of deposition was at a later lime quietly abandoned was 
due not so much to any deference for the religious instinct. of 
the nation a. to the fact that the steady servility of the bishops 
rendered its exercise unnecessary. 

Master of onvocation, absolute master of the bishops, H my 
had become master of the monastic orders through the right 
of visitation over them which had been transferred by the Act 

of upremacy from the Papacy to the Crown. The religious 
houses had drawn on themselves at once the hatred of the ew 
Learning and of t he Monarchy. J n the early days of the revival 
of letters Popes and bishops had joine I with princes and scholars 
in welcoming the diffusion of culture and the hopes of religiou 
reform. But though an abbot or a prior here or there might 
be found among the supporters of the movement, the monastic 
orders as a wh01e repelled it with unswerving ob tinacy. The 

.-' quarrel only became more bitter as years went on. The keen 
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sarcasms of Erasmus, the insolent buffoonery of H utten, "'ere 
lavished on the " lovers of darkness" and of the cloister. In 
England Colet and More echoed with greater reserve the scorn 
and invective of their friends. As an outlet for religious enthu
siasm, indeed, monasticism was practically dead. The friar, now 
that his fervour of devotion and hi s intellectual energy had passed 
away, had sunk into a mere beggar. The monks had become 
mere landowners. Most of their houses were anxious only to 
enlarge their revenues and to diminish the number of those who 
shared them. J n the general carelessness which pre"ailcc1 as to 

.;V\~",,\8 l..;k-o 'T~"t:io "e .M."""~t.., Colrcdhen"- k (!\ ·n,~.an~ ... 
COl.CHESTER AIlBEY CH URCH. 

lJrawiug lelltlJ. H enry \ '11 J, 
~1/S. Colt . . \ 'L'ro D . ,:,iii. 

the spiritual object of their tru t, in the wasteful managemen t of 
their estates, in the indolence and self-indulgence which for the 
most part characterized them, the mona tic houses simpl)" ex

hibited the fault of all co;porate bodies which have outlived the 
work which they were created to perform. But they were no more 
unpopular than such corporate bodies aenerally are. The Lollard 
cry for their suppres ion had died away. In the north, where 
Some of the greatest abbeys were situated, the monks were 
on good terms with tht: country gentry, and their houses served 
as schools for their children; nor is there any ign of a different 
,feeling elsewher . ut in rom well's system lhel i as no room 
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SEC. VI for either the virtues or the vices of monasticism, for its indolence 
THOMAS and superstition, or for its independence of the throne. Two 
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royal commissioners therefore were despatched on a general 
visitation of the religious houses, and their reports formed a 

1536 ' "Black Book" which was laid before Parliament on their return .. 
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It was acknowledged that about a third of the rcligiou~ 11011"<:$, 
including the bulk of the larger abbeys, were fairly and decently 
conducted. T he rest were charged with drunkcnness, with "imony. 
and with the foulest and mo!>t I'c\'olting crimc!>. The character 
of the "isitors. the sweeping nature of their report, and the long-
debate which followed on its reception. lea"es little doubt that 
the charges were gros!>ly exaggerated. But the "'ant of any 
etre<:ti,'e discipline which had resulted from their exemption from 
an.y but Papal supe rvi .. ion told fa tally again~t mona~tic mol'. 
ality even in abbeys like St. AU),1.n·s: and the acknO\\ ledge-
TIlcnt of \Varham, as well as ;-he partial measure.; oj "lIppres~ ion 

begun by Wolscy. go far to pro,'e that in the smaller houses 
at least indolence had passeJ into crime. But in spil(' of the 
cry of " Down with them" which broke from the Commons a~ 

the report was read, the country was still far from desiring the 
utter downfall of the monastic system. A long and bitler debate 
was fullowed by a com promise which suppressed all hou'o('<; ,\ho-;c 
incomes fell below £200 a year, and g-ran ted their re"enues to the 
Crown; but the great abbeys were still pre4en'c!l inla~t. 
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The secular clergy alone remained; and injunction aftcr Enslavt_ 

injunction from the Vicar-General taught rector <lnd ,icar that 
they must learn to regard them~cl\'es a~ mere mouthpieces of 
the ro} a1 will. With the in stinct of gelliw; Cr01n\l'ell disccr1l(-'d 
the part which the pulpit , as the olle means which then exi..,ted 
of speaking to the people <It large, was to play in the religiou~ 

and political struggle that was at hand; and he rc:-ool\'ed to 

turn it to the profit of the i\Ionarchy. The rest riction of the 
right of preaching to priests who received licen'>C.., from the 
Crown silenced e,"ery voice of opposition. E,'en to those who 
received these licenses theological cont roversy was forbidden; 
and a high-handed proccss of "tuning the pulpits" by directions 
a!, to the subject and t.enor of each special discolI.r"-C made the 
preachers at every cri!'- is mere means of diffusing the royal will. 
As a first step in this process e,'ery bishop, abbot. and p •• rish 
pricst, was required to preach against the usuTJ),1.tion of the 
Papacy, and to proclaim the King as the supreme Il ead of the 
Chu rch on earth. The "cry topics of the sermon were carefully 
prescribed; the bishops 'Were held responsible for the compliance 
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of the clergy with these orders, and the sheriffs were held re pon
sible for the compliance of the bi hops. It was only when all 
possibility of resistance was at an end, when the Church was 
2rtgged and its pulpits turned into mere echoes of H enry's will , 
tha t Cromwell ventured on his last and crowning change, that 

BLACK FR IAR S' l'U l.PIT, H EREFORD. 
Britto",. "ElIglislt. Cities." 

of claiming for the Crown the right of dictating at its pleasure 
the form of faith and doctrine to be held and taught throughout 
the land. A purified atholicism such as Erasmus and olet had 
dreamed of was now to be the relig ion of England. But the 
dream of the ew Learning wa to be wrought out, not by the 
progress of education and piety, but by the brute force of the 
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Monarchy, The A rticles of Religion, which Com'ocation received s.:.., VI 

and adopted without venturing on a prote:,t. wcre dra\\'!l up by 
the hand of Henry himself. The Bible and the three Creeds were 
laid down as the sole g rounds of faith. The Sacraments were 
reduced from seven to three, only Penance being allowed to rank 
on an equality with Baptism and the Lord's Supper. The 
doctrines o f Transubstantiation and Confession were maintained, 
as they were also in the Lut heran Churches, The spirit of 
Erasmus was seen in the acknowledgement of Justification by 
Faith, a doctrine for wh ich the friend s of the l\ell' Learning, 
such as Pole and Contarini . were struggling at l< ol1le itself, in 
the condemnation of purgatory, o f pardon ~, and of masses for 
the dead, in the admission of prarers for the dead, and ill the 
retention o f the ceremon ies of the Church withou t material 
change. Enormolls as was the doctrinal re\'ol ution, not a murmur 
broke the assent of Convocation . amI the A rticles I\ere sen t 
by the Vica r-General into e\'er)' county to be obeyed at men"; 
peril. The polic)' of reform was carried steadily out by a series 
of ro)'al injunctions which fo lloll'ed . Pilgrimages were su ppressed; 
the excessi\'e num ber of hoI), days diminished; the worship uf 
images and relics discouraged ill \\ords which see m almo~t copied 
from the pro test of Erasmus. Hi s burning appeal for a trans
lation of the Bible which we<l\'ers might repeat at their shu ttk: 
and plollghmen si ng at their plough recei \'ed at 1":.1 a reply. f\t 

the outset of lhe ministry o f Norfolk and ;'\Iore the King had 
promised an English \'ersion of the sc riptures, while prohibiting 
the circulation of Tynda le's Lutheran translation. The work 
however lagged in the hands of the bishops; and as a preliminary 
measure the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Tell Command
ments were now rendered into En glish, and ordered to be taught 
b)' every schoolmaster and father of a family to hi s children and 
pupils. But the bishops' version still hung on hand; till in 
despair of its appearance a friend of Archbishop Cranmer, Miles 
Coverdale, was employed to correct and revise the translation 
of Tyndale ; and the Bible which he ed iled \l'as published in 
1539 under the avowed patronage of H enry himself. The story 
or the royal suprema.cy wa.s graven 011 its very title-page. The 

. new fou ndation o f religious truth was to be regarded throughout 
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England as a gift, not from the Church, but from the King. It 
is H enry on his throne who gives the sacu,:J volume to Cranmer, 
ere Cran mer a nd Cromwell can distribute it to the throng of priests 
and laymen below. 

The debate on the suppression of the monasteries was the fir~t 
instance of opposition with which Cromwell had met, and for some 
time longer it was to remain the only one. \Vhile the great 
revolution which struck down the Church was in progrcs;;, England 
looked silently on. In all the earlier cccJcsia:>ticaJ changes, in the 
contest over the Papal jurisdiction and Papal exactions, in the 
reform of the Church cou rts, even in the curta;lment of the legisla
tive independence of the clergy, the nation a<; a whole had gone 
with the King. But from the ensla\'ement of the clergy, from the 
gagging of the pulpits, from the suppression of the monasteries, the 
bulk of the nation stood aloof. It is only through the strily de
positions of royal spies that we catch a glimpse of the wrath and 
hate which lay seething under this silence of a whole people. For 
the siJcnce was a silence of terror. Before Cromwell's rise amI 
after his fall from power the reign of ll enry the Eighth witnessed 
no more than the common tyranny and bloodshed of the time. 
Hut the years of Cromwell 's ad ministration form the one period in 
our history which deserves the name which men have given to the 
rule of Robcspierre. It was the English Terror. It was by terror 
that Cromwell mastered the Kin g. Cranmer could plead for him 
at a later time with Henry as "one whose surety was only by your 
l\"lajesty, who loved your Majesty, as I ever thought, no less than 
God." But the attitude of Cromwell towards the K ing was :.;ollle· 
thing IrlOre than that of absolute dependence and unque$tioning 
devotion. He was "so vigilant to preserve your l\lajesty from all 
treasons," adds the. P rimate, "that lew could be so secretly 
conceived but he detected the same from the beginning." IlellfY, 
lik'"! every Tudor, was fearless of open danger, but tremulously 
scnsitive to the slightest breath o f hidden disloyalty. It was on 
this inner dread that Cromwell based the fabric of his power. lIe 
was hardly secretary befNe a ' host of spies were scattered broad
cast over the land. Secret denunciations poured into the open ear 
of the mini:.ter. The air was thick with tales of plots and con

' spiracies, and with the detection and suppression of each Cromwell 
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tightened his hold on the King. And as it was by terror that he 
mastered the King, so it was by terror that he mastered the people. 
Men felt in England, to u~e the figure by -,vhich Erasmus paints 
the time, " as if a scorpion lay sleeping under every stone." The 
confes ional had no secrets for Cromwell. Men's talk with their 
closest friends found its way to his ear. " \Nords idly spoken," 
the murmurs of a petulant abbot, the .ravings of a moon -struck 
nun, were, as the nobles cried pas ionately at his fall, "tortured 
into treason." The only chance of safety lay in silence. "Friends 
who used to write and send me presents," Erasmus tells us, "now 
send neither letter nor gifts, nor receive any from anyone, and 
this through fear." But even tI;e refuge of silence was closed by a 
law more infamous than any that has ever blotted the tatute-book 
of EnglanJ. (Not only was thought made treason, but men were 
forced to reveal their thought on pain of their very silence being 
punished with the penalties of treason .) All trust in the older 
bulwarks of liberty was destroyed by a policy as daring as it was 
unscrupulous. The noblest institutions were degraded into 
instruments of terror. Though Wolsey had strained the law to 
the utmost he had made no open attack on the freedom of justice. 
If he had shrunk from assembling Parliaments it was from his 
sen 'e that they were the bulwarks of liberty. (Under Cromwell 
the coercion of juries and the management of judges rendered the 
court mere mouth-pieces of the royal will} and where even this 
shadow of justice proved an obstacle to bloodshed, Parliament was 
brought into play to pas bill after Dill of attainder. "He shall be 
judged by the bloody laws he has himself made;:/was the cry of 
the Council at the moment of his fall, and by a singular retribution 
the crowning inju tice which pe sought to introduce even into the 
practicc of attainder, the condemnation of a man without hearing 
his defence, was only practised on himself. But ruthless as was 
the Terror of Cromwell it was of a nobler type than the Terror of 
France. He never struck uselessly or capriciously, or stooped to 
the meaner victims of the guillotine. His blows were effective just 
because he chose his victims from among the noble t and the best. 
If he struck at the Church, it was through the Carthusians, the 
holiest and the most renowned of English churchmen. If he 
struck at the baronage, it was through the Courtenays and tho 
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Poles, in whose veins flowed the blood of kings. If he struck at 
the New Learning it was through the murder of :::,ir Thomas More. 
But no personal vindictiveness mingled with his crime. J n temper, 

indeed, so far as we can judge from the few stories which lingered 
among his friend s, he was a generous, kindly-hearted man, with 
pleasant and winning manners which atoned for a certain awkward

ness of person, and with a constancy of friendship which won him 
a host of devoted adherents. But no touch either of lc.ve or hate 
swayed him from his course. The student of Machiavelli had not 
. tudied the "Prince " in vain. (He had reduced bloodshed to a 

system) Fragments of his papers still sho\\' us with what a 
business-like brevity he ticked off human lives among the casual 
" remembrances" of the day. " Item, the A bbot of Reading to be 
sent down to be tried and executed at Reading." " Item, to know 
the King's pleasure touching Master More," " Item, when Master 

Fisher shall go to his exec~tion, and the o·ther." ( It is indeed this 

utter absence of all passion, of all personal feeling, that makes the 
fi gure of romwell the most terri ble in our histor)) H e has an ab
solute faith in the end he is pursuing, and he simply hews his way 
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to it as a woodman hews his way through the forest, axe in hane!. I/'" 
The choice of his first vict im showed the ruthless precision 

with which Cromwell was to strike. In the general opinion of 
Europe the foremost Englishman of his time was Sir Thomas 

More. As the policy of the divorce ended in an open rupture 

with ROfJle he had withdrawn silently from the ministry, but his 
silent disapproval was more telling than the oppo ition of obscurer 
foes. To Cromwell there mu t have been something specially 

galling in More's attitude of reserve. T he religious reform of the 
New Learning were being rapidly carried out, but it was plain that 

the man who represented the very life of the New Learning believed 
that the sacrifice of liberty and justice was too dear a price to pay 
even for religious reform. More indeed looked on the divorce and 

re-marriage as without religiou ' warrant, though hi faith in the 
power of Parliament to regulate the succession made him regard 
the children of Anne Boleyn as the legal heirs of the Crown. The 

The 
Death of 

More 

~t of uccession, however, required an oath to be taken by all 1534 

persons, whi h not only recognized the succes ion, but contained 
• ~n acknowledgcment that the marriage with Catharine was against 
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Sse. VI Scripture and invalid from the beginning. Henry had long known 
THOM AS More's belief on this point; and the summons to take this oath 

CROMWELL 

1530 was simply a summons to death. More was at his house at 
TO 

r540 Chelsea when the summons called him to L ambeth, to the house 
where he had bandied fun with Warham and Erasmus or bent over 
the easel of Holbein. For a moment there may have been some 
passing impulse to yield. But it was soon over. C'I thank the 
Lord," More said with a sudden start as the boat dropped silently 
down the river from his garden steps in the early morning, cc I 

thank the Lord that the field is won." Cranmer a nd his fellow 
commissioners tendered to him the new oath of allegiance; but, as 
they expected, it was refused. They bade him walk in the garden 

that he might reconsider his reply. The. day was hot and More 
!Sealed himself in a window from which he could look down into 
the crowded court. Even in the presence of death, the quick 

ympathy of his nature could enjoy the humour and life of the 
throng below. cc I saw," he said afterwards, cc Master Latimer very 

merry in the court, for he laughed and took one or twain by the 
neck so handsomely that if they had been women I should have 

weened that he waxed wanton." The crowd below was chiefly of 
priests, rectors and vicars, pressing to take the oath that More 
found harder than death. He bore them no grudge for it. When 

he heard the voice of one who was known to have boggled hard at 

the oath a little while before calling loudly and ostentatiously for 
drink, he only noted him with his peculiar humour. cc He drank," 
More supposed, cc either from dryness or from gladness," or cc to 

show quod i Ie notus erat Pontifici." He was called in again at 
last, but only repeated his refusal. It was in vain that Cranmer 

plied him with distinctions which perplexed even the subtle wit of 

the ex-chancellor; he remained unshaken and passed to the Tower. 

He was followed there by Bishop Fisher of Rochester, charged 
with countenancing treason by listening to the prophecies of a 
fanatic called the cc Nun of Kent." For the moment even Cromwell 

shrank from their blood. They remained prisoners while a new 

and more terrible engine was devised to crush out the si lent but 

widespread opposition to the religious changes. By a statute 

passed at the close of 1534 a new treason was creat d in the denial 
of the King's titles; and in the opening of 1535 Henry assumed,' 
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as we have seen, the title of " on earth supreme Head of the Church 
of England." I n the general relaxation of the rC\igious life the 
charity and devotion of the brethren of the Charter-house had won 
the reverence eve!! of those who condemned monasticism. A fter a 
stubborn resistance they had ac knowledged the royal Supremacy. 
and taken the oath of submission prescribed by lhe ·Act. But by 
an infamous construction of the statute which made the denial of 
the Supremacy treason, the refusal of satisfactory answers to 
official questions as to a conscientious belief in it was hc\d to be 
equivalent to open denial. ........... The aim of the new measure was well 
known, and the brethren prepared to die. In the agony of waiting" 
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enthu siasm brought its imaginative consolations; "when the Il ost 
was lifted up there came as it were a whisper of air which breathed 
llpon our faces as we knelt; and there came a swcct soft sound of 
music." They had not long howe\'er to wait. T heir refusal to 
answer was the signal for their doom. V" Thrcc of the brethren went 
to the gallows; the rest were flung into Newgate, chained to po~ts 
in a noisome dungeon where, " tied and not able to stir." the)' were 
left to perish of gaol-fever and starva tion. In a fo rt night fi\·e were 
dead and the rest at the point o f death, "almost despatched," 
Cromwell's envoy wrote to him, "by the hand of God, of \\·hich. 
consideri ng their behaviour, I am not sorry." The interval of 
,imprisonment had failed to break the resolution of More, and the 
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new statute sufficed to bring him to the block. With Fisher he 

was convicted of denying the King's title as only supreme head of 
the Church. The old Bi hop approached the block with a book of 

the New Testament in his hanel. He opened it at a venture ere 
he knelt, and read, "This is life eternal to know Thee, the only 

JOHN FISHER, BlSHOP OF ROCHESTER. 

DrawillJr by Holbei", in British. Jlll1SlUIIl . 

true God." Fisher' death was soon followed by that of l\'fore. 
On the eve of the fatal blow he moved his beard carefully from 
the block. "Pity that should be cut," he was heard to mutter 
with a t u h of he old ad irony, " that has never committed 
treasoh." 
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But it requIred, as Cromwell well knew; heavier blows even than 
these to break the stubborn resistance of Englishmen to his 
projects of change, and he seized his opportunity in the revolt of 
the North. In the north the l~ a een 0 ular ; and the 
outrages with which the dissolution of the mona teries was accom
panied gave point to the mutinous ~ eling that prevailed through 
the country. The nobles too were writhirig beneath the rule of 
one whom they looked upon as a luw-born upstart. " The world 
will never mend," Lord Hussey was heard to say, "till we fight for 
it." (Agrarian discontent and the love of the old religion united in 
a revolt which broke out in Lincolnshire) The rising was hardly 
suppressed when Yorkshire was in arms. From every parish the 
farmers marched with the pari h priest at their head upon York, 
and the surrenJer 01 the city determined the waverers . ../ J n a few 
days kipton Castle, where the Earl of Cumberland held out with 
a handful of men, was the only spot north of the Humber wh'ich 
remained true to . the King. Durham rose at the call of Lurds 
Latimer and Westmorelan. Though the Earl of Northumber
land feigned sickness, the Percies joined the revolt. Lord Dacre, 
the chief of the Yorkshire nobles, surrendered Pomfret, and was at 
once acknowledged as their chief by the insurgents. The whole 
nobility of the north were now in arms, and thirty thousand" tall 
men and well horsed ' moved on the Don, demanding the reversal 
of th royal policy, a reunion with Rome, the restoration of 
Catharine's daughter, Mary, to her rights as heiress of the .Crown. 
redress for the wrongs done ' to the Church, and above all the 
driving away of base-born counsellors, in oth~r words the fall . of 
Cromwell. Though their advance was checked by negotiati;n, 
the organization of the revolt went steadily on throughout the 
winter, and a Parliament of the North gathered at Pomfret, and 
formally adopted the demands ' of the insurgents. Only six 
thousand men under Norfolk barred their way ' 'outhward, and 
the Midland counties were known to be disaffected. Cromwell, 
however, remained undaunted by the peril. He suffered Norfolk 
to negotiate; and allowed Henry under pressure from his Cou-;cil 
to pro,!!,ti e par n and a free Parliament at York, ~ pledge 'which 
Norfolk and Dacre alike construed into an acceptance of the demands 
made by the insurgents. V Their leaders at once flung aside the ' 


