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badge of the Five Wounds which thr:_v had worn, with a cry “We
will wear no badge but that of our Lord the King,” and nobles
and farmers dispersed to their homes in triumph. But the towns
of the North were no sooner garrisoned and Norfolk's army in the
heart of Yorkshire than the veil was flung aside. A few isolated
outbreaks gave a pretext for the withdrawal of every concession.
The arrest of the leaders of the “Pilgrimage of Grace,” as the
insurrection was styled, was followed by ruthless severities, The
country was covered with gibbets. Whole districts were given up
to military exccution. But it was on the lcaders of the rising that
Cromwell's hand fell heaviest. He seized his opportunity for
dealing at the northern nobles a fatal blow. * Cromwell,” one of
the chief among them broke fiercely out as he stood at the
Council board, “it is thou that art the very special and chief cause
of all this rebellion and wickedness, and dost daily travail to bring
us to our ends and strike off our heads. 1 trust that ere thou die,
though thou wouldst procure all the noblest heads within the
realm to be stricken off, yet there shall one head remain that shall
strike off thy head.” But the warning was unheeded. Lord
Darcy, who stood-first among the nobles of Yorkshire, and Lord
Hussey, who stood first among the nobles of Lincolnshire, went
alike to the block. The Abbot of Barlings, who had ridden into
Lincoln with his canons in full armour, swung with his brother
Abbots of Whalley, Woburn, and Sawley from the gallows. The
Abbots of Fountains and of Jervaulx were hanged at Tvburn side
by side with the representative of the great line of Percy. Lady
Bulmer was burnt at the stake. Sir Robert Constable was hanged
in chains before the gate of Hull. The blow to the north had not
long been struck when Cromwell turned to deal with the west.
The opposition to his system gathered above all round two houses
who represented what yet lingered of Yorkist tradition, the
Courtenays and the Poles. Margaret, the Countess of Salisbury, a
daughter of the Duke of Clarence by the heiress of the Earl of
Warwick, was at once representative of the Nevilles and a niece of
Edward the Fourth. Her third c,on__gggmalcl Pole, after refusing
the h;ghest offers from Henry _gs‘ _tﬁe price of his approval of the

divarce, had taken refuge in Rome, where he had bitterly attacked

“the K Kx.ng in a book on “ The Umt) of the Churc »  “There may
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sec. Vi be found ways enough in Italy,”

Taomas

Cromwell wrote to him in

¥ significant words, “ to rid a treacherous subject. 'When Justice can
ROMWELL
1530  take no place by process of law at home, sometimes she may be
o
1540

MARGARET, COUNTESS OF SALISBURY
Picture in Collection of Lord Donington.

enforced to take new means abroad.”

But he had left hostages in
Henry’s hands.

“Pity that the folly of one witless fool should be
the ruin of so great a family. ILet him follow ambition as fast as
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he can, those that little have offended (saving that he is of their
kin), were it not for the great mercy and benignity of the prince,
should and might feel what it is to have a traitor as their kinsman.”
Pole answered by pressing the Emperor to execute a bull of ex-
communication and deposition which was now launched by the
Papacy. Cromwell was quick with his reply. Courtenay, the
Marquis of Exeter, was a kinsman of the Poles, and like them of
royal blood, a grandson through his mother of Edward the Fourth.
He was known to have bitterly denounced the “ knaves that ruled
about the King ;” and his threats to “give them some day a
buffet” were formidable in the mouth of one whose influence in the

~ western counties was supreme. He was at once arrested with
Lord Montacute, Pole’s elder brother, on a charge of treason, and
both were beheaded on Tower Hill, while the Countess of Salisbury
was attainted and sent to the Tower.

Never indeed had Cromwell shown such greatness as in his
last struggle against Fate. “ Beknaved” by the King, whose con-
fidence in him waned as he discerned the full meaning of the
religious changes, met too by a growing opposition in the Council
as his favour declined, the temper of the man remained indomitable
as ever. He stood absolutely alone. Wolsey, hated as he had
been by the nobles, had been supported by the Church; but
Churchmen hated Cromwell with an even fiercer hate than the
nobles themsel\'cs;, His only friends were the Protestants, and
their friendship was more fatal than the hatred of his foes. But he
shewed no signs of fear or of halting in the course he had entered
on. His activity was as boundless as ever. Like Wolsey he
had concentrated in his hands the whole administration of the
state ; he was at once foreign minister and home minister and
Vicar-General of the Church, the creator of a new fleet, the or-
ganizer of armies, the president of the terrible Star Chamber. (But
his Italian indifference to the miere show of power contrasted
strongly with the pomp of the Cardinal. His personal habits were
simple and unostentatious. If he clutched at money, it was to feed
the vast army of spies whom he maintained at his own expense,
and whose work he surveyed with a sleepless vigilance. More
than fifty volumes still remain of the gigantic mass of his corre-

* spondence, Thousands of letters from “poor bedesmen,” fiom out-
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raged wives and wronged labourers and persecuted heretics, flowed
in to the all-powerful minister whose system of personal govern-
~ ment had turned him into the universal court of appeal. . So long
as Henry supported him, however reluctantly, he was more than a
match for his fOCS./HC was strong enough to expel his chief
opponent, Bishop Gardiner of Winchester, from the royal Council.
He met the hostility of the nobles with a threat which marked his
power. “If the lords would handle him so, he would give them
such a breakfast as never was made in England, and that the
proudest of them should know.” His single will forced on a scheme
of foreign policy whose aim was to bind England to the cause of
~ the Reformation while it bound Henry helplessly to his minister.
The daring boast which his enemies laid afterwards to his charge,
whether uttered or not, is but the expression of his system. “In
brief time he would bring things to such a pass that the King with
all his power should not be able to hinder him.” His plans rested,
like the plan which proved fatal to Wclsey, on a fresh marriage of
his master. The short-lived royalty of Anne Boleyn had ended

in charges of adultery and treason, and in her death in Ma_f, 1536. v

Her rival and successor in Henry’s affections, Jane Seymour, died
next year in childbirth jand Cromwell replaced her with a German

consort, Anne of Cleves, a sister-in-law of the Lutheran elector of .

Saxony., He dared even to resist Henry’s caprice, when the King
revolted on their first interview at the coarse features and unwieldy
form of his new bride. For the moment Cromwell had brought
matters “to such a pass” that it was impossible to recoil from the
marriage. The marriage of Anne of Cleves, however, was but the
first step in a policy which, had it been carried out as he designed

it, would have anticipated the triumphs of Richelicu. Charles and '

the House of Austria could alone bring about a Catholic reaction
strong enough to arrest and roll back the Reformation ; and Crom-
well was no sooner united with the princes of North Germany than
he sought to league them with France for the overthrow of the
Emperor. Had he succeeded, the whole face of Europe would
have been changed, Southern Germany would have been sccured
for Protestantism, and the Thirty Years’ War averted. He failed
as men fail who stand ahead of their age. The German princes
*shrank from a contest thh the Emperor, France from a stiuggle
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which would be fatal to Catholicism ; and Henry, left alone to bear
the resentment of the House of Austria and chained to a wife he
loathed, turned savagely on Cromwell. The nobles sprang on him
with a fierceness that told of their long-hoarded hate. Taunts and
execrations burst from the Lords at the Council table, as the Duke
of Norfolk, who had been charged with the minister’s arrest, tore
the ensign of the Garter from his neck. At the’charge of treason
Cromwell flung his cap on the ground with a passionate cry of
daespair. “This then,” he exclaimed, “is my guerdon for the
services I have done! On your consciences, I ask you, am I a
traitor ?”  Then with a sudden sense that all was over he bade his
foes “make quick work, and not leave me to languish in prison.”
Quick work was made, and a yet louder burst of popular applause
than that which hailed the attainder of Cromwell hailed his
execution. ' Ao

—



CHAPTER VII

THE REFORMATION

Section I.—The Protestants, 1540—1553

[Authorities—T or the close of Henry's reign and for that of Edward, we
have a mass of material in Strype’s “ Memorials,” and his lives of Cranmer,
Cheke, and Smith, in Mr. Pocock’s edition of “ Burnet's History of the
Reformation,” in Hayward’s Life of Edward, and Edward’s own Journal, in
Holinshed’s * Chronicle,” and Machyn’s *“ Diary " (Camden Society). For the
Protectorate see the correspondence published by Mr. Tytler in his “ England
under Edward VI. and Mary”; much light is thrown on its close by Mr,
Nicholls in the “ Chronicle of Queen Jane” (Camden Society). Among outer
observers, the Venetian Soranzo deals with the Protectorate; and the de-
spatches of Giovanni Michiel, published by Mr. Friedmann, with the events of
Mary’s reign. In spite of endless errors, of Puritan prejudices and deliberate
suppressions of the truth (many of which will be found corrected by Dr.
Maitland’s *“ Essay on the Reformation,”), its mass of facts and wonderful

charm of style will always give a great importance to the * Book of Martyrs " of

Foxe. The story of the early Protestants has been admirably wrought up by
Mr. Froude (* History of England,” chap. vi.).]

AT Cromwell’s death the success of his policy was complete. Cromwell

The Monarchy had reached the height of its power. The
old liberties of England lay prostrate at the feet of the King.
The Lords were cowed and spiritless ; the House of Commons was
filled with the creatures of the Court and degraded into an engine

of tyranny. Royal proclamations were taking the place of parlia-'

mentary legislation ; benevolences were encroaching more and
mor¢ on the right of parliamentary taxation. Justice was pros-
tituted in the ordinary courts to the royal will, while the boundless
and arbitrary powers of the royal Council were gradually super-
seding the slower processes of the Common Law. The new
religious changes had thrown an almost sacred character over the
“ majesty " .Of'thtj.' King. Henry was the Head ot the Church.

\

and the
Monarchy
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sec.1  From the primate to the meanest deacon every minister of it

Tux Pro- - derived from him his sole right to exercise spiritual powers. The
TESTANTS

1540  voice of its preachers was the echo of his will. He alone could
,§§3 define orthodoxy or declare heresy. The forms of its worship and
" belief were changed and rechanged at the royal caprice. Half of
its wealth went to swell the royal treasury, and the other half lay
at the King’s mercy. It was this unprecedented concentration of
all power in the hands of a single man that overawed the imagina-
tion of Henry's subjects. He was regarded as something high
above the laws which govern common men. The voices of states-
men and of priests extolled his wisdom and power as more than
human., The Parliament itself rose and bowed to the vacant
throne when his name was mentioned. An absolute devotion
to his person replaced the old loyalty to the law. When the
Primate of the English Church described the chief merit of
Cromwell, it was by asserting that he loved the King “no less

t{\}(ﬁc loved God.”

Cromwell It was indeed Cromwell, as we have seen, who more than any
‘g:.ht:f man had reared this fabric of king-worship ; but he had hardly
ment  reared it before it began to give way. The very success of his

measures indeed brought about the ruin of his policy. One of the
most striking features of his system had been his revival of
Parliaments. (The great assembly which the Monarchy, from
Edward the Fourth to Wolsey, had dreaded and silenced, was
called to the front again by Cromwell, and turned into the
most formidable "weapon of despotismy He saw nothing to
fear in a House of Lords whose nobles cowed helpless before
the might of the Crown, and whose spiritual members his
policy was degrading into mere tools of the royal will,
Nor could he find anything to dread in a House of Commons
which was crowded with members directly or indirectly nominated
by the Royal Council. ~With a Parliament such as this Cromwell
might well trust to make the nation itself through its very
representatives an accomplice in the work of absolutism. It
was by parliamentary statutes that the Church was prostrated at
the feet of the Monarchy. It was by bills of attainder that great
nobles were brought to the block. It was under constitutional
forms that freedom was gagged with new treasons and oaths and .
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questionings. / But the success of such a system depended wholly
on the absolute servility of Parliament to the will of the Crown,
and Cromwell's own action made the continuance of such a
servility imp@%siblc) The The part which the Houses were to_play.in..
after years shows thc importance “of clmrfmg to the forms of
constitutional ﬁeedom even when their life is d“r but loqt In the
mcv1tablc reaction agamst tyranny they furnish centres for_the
rcw\mg energies of the people, while the returning tide of liberty
is enabled through their preservation to flow quietly and naturally

aTonO' xts tr Zldltl()ndl channels. On one occasion during Cromwell’s

KIRTLING HALL (HOUSE OF CHANCELLOR OF COURT OF AUGMENTATIONS).

”

own rule a “great debate” on the suppression of the lesser
monasteries showed that elements of resistance still survived ; and
these elements developed rapidly as the power of the Crown
declined under the minority of Edward and the unpopularity of
Mary. To this revival of a spirit of independence the spoliation |
of the Church largely contributed. Partly from necessity, partly
from a desire to build up a faction interested in the maintenance
of their ecclesiastical policy, Cromwell and the King squandered
the vast mass of wealth which flowed into the Treasury with
reckless prodigality. (Something like a fifth of the actual land in
the kingdom was in this way transferred from the holding of the
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Church to that of nobles and gcntrya Not_only were the older
houses enriched, but a new aristocracy was crected from among
tmmc:oun. The Russells and the Cavendishes
are familiar instances of familics which rose from obscurity through
the enormous grants of Church-land made to Henry's courtiers.
The old baronage was hardly crushed before a new aristocracy

took its place, “Those families within or without the bounds of
the peerage,” observes Mr. Hallam, “who are now deemed the

most considerable, will be found, with no great number of ex-
ceptions, to have first become conspicuous under the Tudor line
of kings, and, if we could trace the title of their estates, to have
acquired no small portion of them mediately or immediately from
monastic or other ecclesiastical foundations.” The leading part
which the new peers took in the events which followed Henry's
death gave a fresh strength and vigour to the whole order. But
the smaller gentry shared in the general enrichment of the landed
proprictors, and the new energy of the Lords was soon followed
by a display of fresh political independence among the Commons
themsclves.

But it was above all in the new cnergy which the religious
spirit of the people at large drew from the ccclesiastical changes
which he had brought about, that the policy of Cromwell was
fatal to the Monarchy. Lollardry, as a great social and popular
movement, had ceased to exist, and little remained of the directly
religious impulse given by Wyeclif beyond a vague restlessness and
discontent with the system of the Church. But weak and fitful
as was the life of Lollardry, the prosecutions whose records lie
scattered over the bishops' registers failed wholly to kill it. We
see groups meeting here and there to read “in a great book of
heresy all one night certain chapters of the Evangelists in English”
while transcripts of Wyclif's tracts passed from hand to hand.
The s.mouldermg embers needed but a breath to fan them into
flame, and the breath came from William Tyndale. He had
passed from Oxford to Cambridge to feel the full impulse given
by the appearance there of the New Testament of Erasmus,
From that moment one thought was at his heart. “If God spare
my life,” he said to a learned controversialist, “ere many years I

+ will cause a boy that driveth the plough shall know more of
f,. " ZZ 32
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the scripture than thou dost.” But he was a man of forty before
his dream became fact.  Drawn from his retirement in
Gloucestershire by the news of Luther’s protest at Wittemberg,
he found shelter for a time in London, and then at Hamburg,
before he found his way to the little town which had suddenly
become the sacred city of the KReformation, Students of - all
nations were flocking there with an enthusiasm which resembled

’? /////////
a7 ”’,"
W,/

WILLIAM TYNDALT,
Holland, * Heroologia."

that of the Crusades. “As they came in sight of the town,” a
contemporary tells us, “ they returned thanks to God with clasped
hands, for from Wittemberg, as heretofore from Jerusalem, the
light of evangelical truth had spread to the utmost parts of the
earth.” In 1525 his version of the New Testament was com-
pleted. Driven from Koln, he had to fly with his sheets to Worms,
from whence six thousand copies of the New Testament were
sent to English shores. But it was not as a mere translation of
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the Bible that Tyndale’s work reached England. It came as a
part of the Lutheran movement ; it bore the Lutheran stamp in its
version of ecclesiastical words ; it came too in company with
Luther's bitter invectives and reprints of the tracts of Wyelif.
It was denounced as heretical, and a pile of books was burned
before Wolsey in St. Paul's Churchyard. Bibles and pamphlets
however were smuggled over to England and circulated among
the poorer and trading classes through the agency of an associa-
tion of “Christian Brethren,” consisting principally of London
tradesmen and citizens, but whose missionaries spread over the
country at large. They found their way at once to the Univer-
sities, where the intellectual impulse ‘given by the New Learning
was quickening religious speculation.  Cambridge had already
won a name for heresy, and the Cambridge scholars whom
Wolsey introduced into Cardinal College which he was founding
spread the contagion through Oxford. A group of “ Brethren”
which was formed in Cardinal College for the secret reading and

discussion of the Epistles soon included the more intelligent and
lcarned scholars of the University. It was in vain that Clark, the
centre of this group, strove to dissuade fresh members from join-
ing it by warnings of the impending dangers. “I fell down on
my knees at his feet,” says one of them, Anthony Dalaber, “and
with tears and sighs besought him that for the tender mercy of
God he should not refuse me, saying that [ trusted verily that He
who had begun this on me would not forsake me, but would give
me grace to continue therein to the end. When he heard me say
so he came to me, took me in his arms, and kissed me, saying,
‘The Lord God Almighty grant you so to do, and from henceforth
ever take me for your father, and 1 will take you for my son in
Christ””  The excitement which followed on this rapid diffusion
of Tyndale's works forced Wolsey to more vigorous action ; many
of the Oxford Brethren were thrown into prison and their
books seized. But in spite of the panic of the Protestants, some
of whom fled over sea, little severity was really exercised ; and
Wolsey remained steadily indifferent to all but political matters.
Henry’s chief anxiety, indeed, was lest in the outburst against
heresy the interest of the New Learning should suffer harm. This
Wwas remarkab!? shown in the protection he extended to one who
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was destined to eclipse even the fame of Colet as a popular
preacher. Hugh Latimer was the son of a Leicestershire yeoman,
whose armour the boy had buckled on ere he set out to meet the
Cornish insurgents at Blackheath field. He has himself described
the soldierly training of his youth. “ My father was delighted to

teach me to shoot with the bow. He taught me how to draw, how

HUGH LATIMER.
Picture in National Portrait Gallery.

to lay my body to the bow, not to draw with strength of arm as

-other nations do, but with the strength of the body.” At fourteen

he was at Cambridge, flinging himself into the New Learning
which was winning its way there with a zeal which at last told on
his physical strength. The ardour of his mental efforts left its
mark on him in ailments and enfeebled health, from which,
vigorous as he was, his frame never wholly freed itself. But he
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was destined to be known, not as a scholar, but as a preacher.
The sturdy good sense of the man shook off the pedantry of the
schools as well as the subtlety of the theologian in his addresses
from the pulpit. He had little turn for speculation, and in the
religious changes of the day we find him constantly lagging
behind his brother reformers. But he had the moral earnestness
of a Jewish Izrophct, and his denunciations of wrong had a pro-
phetic directness and fire.  “ Have pity on your soul,” he cried to
Henry, “ and think that the day is even at hand when you shall
give an account of your office, and of the blood that hath
been shed by your sword.” His irony was yet more telling than
his invective. “I would ask you a strange question,” he said once
at Paul's Cross to a ring of Bishops, “who is the most diligent
prelate in all England, that passcth all the rest in doing of his
office? I will tell you. It is the Devil! of all the pack of them
that have cure, the Devil shall go for my money ; for he ordereth
his business. Therefore, you unpreaching prelates, learn of the
Devil to be diligent in your office. If you will not learn of God,
for shame learn of the Devil.” But he was far from limiting
himself to invective.  His homely humour breaks in with story
and apologue ; his carnestness is always tempered with good
sense ; his plain and simple style quickens with a shrewd mother-
wit. He talks to his hearers as a man talks to his friends, telling
stories such as we have given of his own life at home, or chatting
about the changes and chances of the day with a transparent
simplicity and truth that raises even his chat into grandeur. His
theme is always the actual world about him, and in his homely
lessons of loyalty, of industry, of pity for the poor, he touches
upon almost every subject, from the plough to the throne. No
such preaching had been heard in England before his day, and
with the growth of his fame grew the danger of persecution.
There were moments when, bold as he was, Latimer’s heart failed
him, “If I had not trust that God will help me,” he wrote once,
“I think the ocean sea would have divided my lord of London
and me by this day.” A citation for heresy at last brought the
danger home, “I intend,” he wrote with his peculiar medley of
humour and pathos, “ to make merry with my parishioners this
Christmas, for all the sorrow, lest perchance I may never retun (o
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them again.” But he was saved throughout by the steady protec-
tion of the Court. Wolsey upheld him against the threats of the
Bishop of Ely; Henry made him his own chaplain; and the
King’s interposition at this critical moment forced Latimer’s judges
to content themselves with a few vague words of submission. '
Henry's quarrel with Rome saved the Protestants from the
keener persecution which troubled them after Wolsey’s fall. The
divorce, the renunciation of the Papacy, the degradation of the
clergy, the suppression of the monasteries, the religious changes,
fell like a series of heavy blows upon the priesthood. From
persecutors they suddenly sank into men trembling for their very
lives. Those whom they had threatened were placed at their head.
Cranmer became Primate ; Shaxton, a favourer of the new changes,
was raised to the see of Salisbury; Barlow, a yet more extreme
partizan, to that of St. David’s; Hilsey to that of Rochester ;
Goodrich to that of Ely; Fox to that of Hereford. Latimer
himself became Bishop of Worcester, and in a vehement address to
the clergy in Convocation taunted them with their greed and
superstition in the past, and with their inactivity when the King
and his Parliament were labouring for the revival of religion. The
aim of Cromwell, as we have seen, was simply that of the New
Learning ; he desired religious reform rather than revolution, a
simplification rather than a change of doctrine, the purification of
worship rather than the introduction of a new ritual. But it was
impossible to strike blow after blow at the Church without lean-
ing instinctively to the party who sympathized with the German
reformation, and were longing for a more radical change at home.
Few as these “ Lutherans” or “ Protestants ” still were in numbers,
their new hopes made them a formidable force ; and in the school
of persecution they had learned a violence which delighted in
outrages on the faith which had so long trampled them under foot.
At the very outset of Cromwell’s changes four Suffolk youths
broke into the church at Dovercourt, tore down a wonder-working
crucifix, and burned it in the fields. The suppression of the lesser
monasteries was the signal for a new outburst of ribald insult to
the old religion. The roughness, insolence, and extortion of the
Commissioners sent to effect it drove the whole monastic body to
despair. Their servants rode along the road with copes for doublets,
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and tunicles for saddle-cloths, and scattered panic among the larger
houses which were left. Some sold their jewels and relics to
provide for the evil day they saw approaching. Some begged of
their own will for dissolution. It was worse when fresh ordinances
of the Vicar-General ordered the removal of objects of superstitious
veneration.  The removal, bitter enough to those whose religion
twined itself around the image or the relic which was taken away,
was yet more embittered by the insults with which it was accom-
panied. The miraculous rood at Boxley, which bowed its head

SHRINE OF S, THOMAS DE CANTELUIE, WHICH ALONE SURVIVED THE GENERAL
DESTRUCTION,

and stirred its eyes, was paraded from market to market and
exhibited as a juggle before the Court. Images of the Virgin
were stripped of their costly vestments and sent to be publicly
burnt at London. Latimer forwarded to the capital the figure of
Our Lady, which he had thrust out of his cathedral church at
Worcester, with rough words of scorn: “ She with her old sister
of Walsingham, her younger sister of Ipswich, and their two other
sisters of Doncaster and Penrice, would make a jolly muster at
Smithfield.” Fresh orders were given to fling all relics from their
reliquaries, and to level every shrine with the ground. The bones
+ of St. Thomas of Canterbury were torn from the statcly shrine
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was erased from the service-books as that of a traitor.
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introduction of the English Bible into churches gave a new opening
for the zeal of the Protestants. In spite of royal injunctions that it
should be read decently and without comment, the young zealots
of the party prided themselves on shouting it out to a circle of
excited hearers during the service of mass, and accompanied their
rcading with violent expositions. Protestant maidens took the
new English primer to church with them, and studied it osten-
tatiously during matins. Insult passed into open violence when
the Bishops' Courts were invaded and broken up by Protestant
mobs ; and law and public opinion were outraged at once when
priests who favoured the new doctrines began openly to bring
home wives to their vicarages. A fiery outburst of popular
discussion compensated for the silence of the pulpits. The new
Scriptures, in Henry’s bitter words of complaint; were * disputed,
rimed, sung, and jangled in every tavern and ale-house.” The
articles which dictated the belief of the English Church roused a
furious controversy. Above all, the Sacrament of the Mass, the
centre of the Catholic system of faith and worship, and which still
remained sacred to the bulk of Iinglishmen, was attacked with a
scurrility and profanencss which passes belief. The "doctrine of
Transubstantiation, which was as yet recognized by law, was held
up to scorn in ballads and mystery plays. In one church a
Protestant lawyer raised a dog in his hands when the priest
clevated the Host. The most sacred words of the old worship, the
words of consecration, “ Hoc cst corpus,” were travestied into a
nickname for jugglery as “ Hocus-pocus.” It was by this attack
on the Mass, even more than by the other outrages, that the
temper both of Henry and the nation was stirred to a deep
resentment ; and the first signs of reaction were seen in the Act
of the Six Articles, which was passed by the Parliament with
general assent. On the doctrine of Transubstantiation, which was
re-asserted by the first of these, there was no difference of feeling
or belief between the men of the New Learning and the older
Catholics. But the road to a further instalment of even moderate
reform seemed closed by the five other articles which sanctioned
communion in one kind, the celibacy of the clergy, monastic VOws,
private masses, and auricular confession. A more terrible feature
*of the reaction was the revival of persecution. Burning was
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denounced as the penalty for a denial of transubstantiation ; on a
second offence it became tne penalty for an infraction of the other
five doctrines. A refusal to confess or to attend Mass was made
felony. It was in vain that Cranmer, with the five bishops who
partially sympathized with the Protestants, struggled against the
bill in the Lords: the Commons were “all of one opinion,” and
Henry himself acted as spokesman on the side of the Articles. In
London alone five bundred Protestants were indicted under the
new act. Latimer and Shaxton were imprisoned, and the former
forced into a resignation of his see. Cranmer himself was only
saved by Henry's personal favour. But the first burst of triumph
had no sooner spent itself than the strong hand of Cromwell again

Sec. 1
Tue Pro-
TESTANTS

1540

™

1553

made itself felt. Though his opinions remained those of the New |

Learning and differed little from the general sentiment represented
in the Act, he leaned instinctively to the one party which did not
long for his fall. His wish was to restrain the Protestant excesses,
but he had no mind to ruin the Protestants. The bishops were
quictly released. The London indictments were quashed. The
magistrates were checked in their enforcement of the law, while a
general pardon cleared the prisons of the heretics who had been
arrested under its provisions. A few months after the enactment
of the Six Articles we find from a Protestant letter that persecution
had wholly ceased, “the Word is powerfully preached and books
of every kind may safely be exposed for sale.”

At Cromwell's fall his designs scemed to be utterly abandoned.
The marriage with Anne of Cleves was annulled, and a new Queen
found in Catharine Howard, a nicce of the Duke of Norfolk.
Norfolk himself returned to power, and resumed the policy which
Cromwell had interrupted. Like the King he looked to an
Imperial alliance rather than an alliance with Francis and the
Lutherans. He still clung to the dream of the New Learning, to
a purification of the Church through a general Council, and the
reconciliation of England with the purified body of Catholicism.
For such a purpose it was necessary to vindicate English ortho-
doxy ; and to ally England with the Emperor, by whose influence
alone the assembly of such a Council could be -brought about. To
the hotter Catholics indecd, as to the hotter Protestants, the years
after Cromwell's fall seemed years of a gradual return to

The
Death of
Henry
VI1II.
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sec. 1 Catholicism. There was a slight sharpening of persecution for the
Tur Pro- Protestants, and restrictions were put on the reading of the English
1540 Bible. But neither Norfolk nor his master desired any rigorous
1553  mecasure of reaction. There was no thought of reviving the old
superstitions, or undoing the work which had been done, but

EAST END OF AUSTIN PRIORY CHURCH, WALSINGHAM.

simply of guarding the purified faith against Lutheran heresy.
The work of supplying men with means of devotion in their own
tongue was still carried on by the publication of an English Litany
and prayers, which furnished the germ of the national Prayer Book
of alater time. The greater abbeys which had been saved by the
energetic resistance of the Parliament in 1536 had in 1539 been,
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see. 1 involved in the same ruin with the smaller ; but in spite of this
Tue Pro- confiscation the treasury was now empty, and by a bill of 1545
TESTANTS . <
1540 more than two thousand chauntries and chapels, with a hundred

10

1553 and ten hospitals, were suppressed to the profit of the Crown. If

the friendship of England was offered to Charles, when the struggle
between France and the House of Austria burst again for a time

FOUNTAINS HALL.
Built 1597—1623, out of the ruins of Fountains Abbey.

1543 into flame, it was because Henry saw in the Imperial alliance the
best hope for the reformation of the Church and the restoration of
unity. But, as Cromwell had foreseen, the time for a peaceful
reform and for a general reunion of :Christendom was past. The

1545 Council, so passionately desired, met at Trent in no spirit of
conciliation, but to ratify the very superstitions and errors against
which the New Learning had protested, and which England and -
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Germany had flung away. The long hostility of France and the  sec.1

House of Austria merged in the greater struggle which was open- Tne Pro-
TESTANTS

ing between Catholicism and the Reformation. The Emperor 1540
allied himself definitely with the Pope. As their hopes of a middle 1;;3
course faded, the Catholic nobles themselves drifted unconsciously
with the tide of reaction. Anne Ascue was tortured and burnt
with three companions for the denial of Transubstantiation.
Latimer was examined before the Council ; and Cranmer himself,
who in the general dissolution of the modcrate party was drifting
towards Protestantism as Norfolk was drifting towards Rome, was
for a moment in danger. But at the last hours of his life Henry
proved himself true to the work he had! begun. His resolve not to
bow to the pretensions of the Papacy sanctioned at Trent threw
him, whether he would or no, back on the policy of the great
minister whom he had hurried to the block. He offered to unite
in a “ League Christian ” with the German Princes. He consented
to the change, suggested by Cranmer, of the Mass into a
Communion Service. He flung the Duke of Norfolk into the
Tower as a traitor, and sent his son, the Iarl of Surrey, to the
block. The Earl of Hertford, the head of the “new men,” and Deati of
known as a patron-of the Protestants, came to the front, and was Jg“:"l':;”
appointed one of the Council of Regency which Henry fominated
at his death.
Catharine Howard atoned like Anne Boleyn for her unchastity Somerset
by a traitor’s death ; her successor on the throne, Catharine Parr,
had' the luck to outlive the King. But of Henry’s numerous
marriages only three children survived ; Mary and Elizabeth, the
daughters of Catharine of Aragon and of Anne Boleyn ; and
Edward, the boy who now ascended the throne as Edward the
Sixth, his son by Jane Seymour. As Edward was but nine years
old, Henry had appointed a carefully balanced Council of Regency ;
but the will fell into the keeping of Jane’s brother, whom he had
raised to the peerage as Lord Hertford, and who at a later time
assumed the title of Duke of Somerset. When the list of regents
- was at last disclosed Gardiner, who had till now been the leading
minister, was declared to have been excluded from it ; and Hertford
seized the whole royal power with the title of Protector. His
"persoﬁalf.yg.ﬁ;_];ness forced him 'a;f. once to seek for popular support
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by measures which marked the first retreat of the Monarchy from
the position of pure absolutism which it had reached under Henry.
The Statute which had given to royal proclamations the force of
law was repealed, and several of the new felonies and treasons
which Cromwell had created and used with so terrible an effect
were erased from the Statute Book.  The hope of support from the
Protestants united with Hertford's personal predilections in his
patronage of the innovations against which Henry had battled to
the last.  Cranmer had now drifted into a purely Protestant

CORONATION MEDAL OF EDWARD VI.
British Musewm,

position ; and his open break with the older system followed
quickly on Hertford’s rise to power. *“This year,” says a con-
temporary, “ the Archbishop of Canterbury did eat meat openly in
Lent in the Hall of Lambeth, the like of which was never seen
since England was a Christian country.” This significant act was
followed by a rapid succession of sweeping changes. The legal
prohibitions of Lollardry were removed ; the Six Articles were
repealed ; a royal injunction removed all pictures and images from
the churches ; priests were permitted to marry ; the new Com-

nunion which had taken the place of the Mass was ordered to be
3 A2
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administered in both kinds, and in the English tongue ; an English
book of Common Prayer, the Liturgy which with slight alterations
is still used in the Church of England, replaced the Missal and
Breviary from which its contents arc mainly drawn. These sweep-
ing religious changes were carried through with the despotism, if
not with the vigour, of Cromwell. Gardiner, who in his acceptance
of the personal supremacy of the sovereign denounced all ccclesi-
astical changes made during the King’s minority as illegal and
invalid, was sent to the Tower. The power of preaching was
restricted by the issuc of licences only to the friends of the Primate.
While all counter arguments were rigidly suppressed, a crowd of
Protestant pamphlcteers flooded the country with vehement
invectives against the Mass and its
superstitious accompaniments.  The
assent of noble and landowner was
won by the suppression of chauntries
and religious gilds, and by glutting
their greed with the last spoils of the
Church. German and Italian mercen-
aries were introduced to stamp out
: the wider popular discontent which
SEAL OF THE GILD OF THE HOLY broke out in the east, in the west,
CROSS, BIRMINGHAM, 1392.
Collection of Miss Towimin smitr. ~and in the midland counties. The
Cornishmen refused to receive the new
service “because it is like a Christmas game.” Devonshire de-
manded in open revolt the restoration of the Mass and the Six
Articles.  The agrarian discontent, now heightened by economic
changes, woke again in the general disorder. Twenty thousand
men gathered round the “oak of Reformation” near Norwich,
and repulsing the royal troops in a desperate engagement re-
newed the old cries for the removal of evil counsellors, a pro-
hibition of enclosures and redress for the grievances of the poor.
Revolt was stamped out in blood ; but the weakness which the
Protector had shown in presence of the danger, his tampering with
popular demands, and the anger of the nobles at his resolve to
enforce the laws against enclosures and evictions, ended in his fall.
He was forced by the Council to resign, and his power passed to
the Earl of Warwick, to whose ruthless severity the suppreésion of .
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the revolt was mainly due. But the change of governors brought  sec. 1
about no change of system. The rule of the upstart nobles who Tue Pro-

TESTANTS

formed the Council of Regency became simply a rule of terror. 1540
TO
1553
avowed, “is not in favour of defending this cause, but of aiding its Warwicks
. g Protector-
adversaries ; on that side are the greater part of the nobles, who #77%"

ale
absent themsclves from Court, all the bishops save three or four,

“The greater part of the pecople,” one of their creatures, Cecil,

GRAMMAR SCHOOL, LUDLOW.,’
Built by the Palmers’ Gild, Fourteenth Century.

almost all the judges and lawyers, almost all the justices of the
peace, the priests who can move their flocks any way, for the whole
of the commonalty is in such a state of irritation that it will easily
follow any stir towards change.” But, heedless of danger from
without or from within, Cranmer and his colleagues advanced yet
more boldly in the career of innovation. Four prelates who ad-
hered to the older system were deprived of their sees and com-
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mitted on frivolous pretexts to the Tower. A new Catechism
embodied the doctrines of the reformers ; and a Book of Homilies,
which enforced the chief Protestant tenets, was appointed to be
read in churches. A crowning defiance was given to the doctrine
of the Mass by an order to demolish the stone altars and replace
them by wooden tables, which were stationed for the most part in
the middle of the church. A revised Prayer-book was issued, and
every change made in it leaned directly towards the extreme
Protestantism which was at this time finding a home at Geneva.

Avticles of Fortv-two Articles of religion were introduced ; and though since

Religion
1552

reduced by omissions to thirty-nine, these have remained to this '
day the formal standard of doctrine in the Inglish Church.  The
suffeiings of the Protestants had failed to teach them the worth
of religious liberty ; and a new code of ecclesiastical laws, which
was ordered to be drawn up by a board of Commissioners as a
substitute for the Canon Law of the Catholic Church, although it
shrank from the penalty of death, attached that of perpetual
imprisonment or exile to the crimes of heresy, blasphemy, and
adultery, and declared excommunication to involve a severance of
the offender from the mercy of God, and his deliverance into the
tyranny of the devil.  Delays in the completion of this Code pre-
vented its legal establishment during Edward’s reign ; but the use
of the new Liturgy and attendance at the new service was enforced
by imprisonment, and subscription to the Articles of TFaith was
demanded by royal authority from all clergymen, churchwardens,
and schoolmasters. The distaste for changes so hurried and so
rigorously enforced was increased by the daring speculations of
the more extreme Protestants. The real value of the religious
revolution of the sixteenth century to mankind lay, not in its
substitution of one creed for another, but in the new spirit of
inquiry, the new freedom of thought and of discussion, which
was awakened during the process of change. But however familiar
such a truth may be to us, it was absolutely hidden from the
England of the time. Men heard with horror that the foundations
of faith and morality were questioned, polygamy advocated, oaths
denounced as unlawful, community of goods raised into a sacred
obligation, the very Godhead of the Founder of Christianity
denied. The repeal of the Statute of Heresy left the powers,
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of the Common Law intact, and Cranmer availed himself of  sec!
these to send heretics of the last class without mercy to the T‘:*;:P}“
stake ; but within the Church itself the Primate's desire for 1540
uniformity was roughly resisted by the more ardent members of 1553
his own party. Hooper, who had been named Bishop of Gloucester, .
refused to wear the episcopal habits, and denounced them as the
livery of the *“harlot of Babylon,” a name for the Papacy which
was supposed to have been discovered in the Apocalypse.
Ecclesiastical order was almost at an end. Priests flung aside

_ the surplice as superstitious. Patrons of livings presented their
huntsmen or gamekeepers
to the benefices in their ' E .
gift, and kept the stipend. '
All teaching of divinity
ceased at the Universities:
the students indeed had
fallen off in numbers, the
libraries were in part
scattered or burnt, the
intellectual impulse of
the New Learning died
away. Onc noble measure
indeed, the foundation

of cighteen Grammar
Schools, was destined to

SEAL OF LOUTH GRAMMAR SCHOOL, A.D, 1552,
throw a lustre over thC Journal of Archeological Association.

name of Edward, but it )
had no time to bear fruit in his reign. All that ‘men saw was
religious and political chaos, in which ecclesiastical order had
perished and in which politics were dying down into the squabbles
of a knot of nobles over the spoils of the Church and the Crown.
The plunder of the chauntrics and the gilds failed to glut the
appetite of the crew of spoilers. Half the lands of every see
were flung to them in vain: the wealthy see of Durham had been
" suppressed to satisfy their greed ; and the whole endowments of
the Church were threatened with confiscation. But while the
_ courtiers gorged themselves with manors, the Treasury grew
- poorer. The coinage was again debased. Crown lands to the
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s-c 11 value of five millions of our modern money had been granted

iz away to the friends of Somerset and Warwick. The royal ex-
“:;;;“s penditure had mounted in seventeen years to more than four times
1re6  its previous total. It is clear that England must soon have risen
against the misrule of the Protectorate, if the Protectorate had

not fallen by the intestine divisions of the plunderers themselves.

Section II.—-The Martyrs, 1553—1558
[Authorities—As before.]

Mary The waning health of Edward warned Warwick, who had now
become Duke of Northumberland, of an unlooked-for danger.
Mary, the daughter of Catharine of Aragon, who had been placed
next to Edward by the Act of Succession, remained firm amidst
all the changes of the time to the older faith ; and her accession
threatened to be the signal for its return. But the bigotry of the
yvoung King was casily brought to consent to a daring scheme by
which her rights might be set aside. Edward's “plan,” as North-
umberland dictated it, annulled both the Statute of Succession
and the will of his father, to whom the right of disposing of the
Crown after the death of his own children had been entrusted
by Parliament. It set aside both Mary and Elizabeth, who stood
next in the Act.  With this exclusion of the direct line of Henry
the Eighth the succession would vest, if the iules of hereditary
descent were observed, in the descendants of his elder sister Mar-
garet, who had become by her first husband, James the Fourth of
Scotland, the grandmother of the young Scottish Queen, Mary
Stuart ; and, by a second marriage with the Earl of Angus, was the
grandmother of Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley. Henry's will, how-
ever, had passed by the children of Margaret, and had placed next
to Elizabeth in the succession the children of his younger sister
Mary, the wife of Charles Brandon, the Duke of Suffolk. Frances,
Mary’s child by this marriage, was still living, and was the mother
of three daughters by her marriage with Grey, Lord Dorset, a
hot partizan of the religious changes, who had been raised under

“ Plan” of the Protectorate to the Dukedom of Suffolk. Frances however

Succession was passed over, and Edward’s “ plan” named her eldest child -
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Jane as his successor. The marriage of Jane Grey with Guildford s 11

Dudley, the fourth son of Northumberland, was all that was THE
MARTYRS

needed to complete the unscrupulous plot. The consent of the ,];;;
TO

1558

MARY TUDOR.
Picture by Sir Antonio More, in the Escurial

judges and council to her succession was extorted by the authority
of the dying King, and the new sovereign was proclaimed on
Edward’'s death. But the temper of the whole people rebelled

.against so lawless a usurpation. The eastern counties rose as one



718

Src 11
'l'ml
MARTYVES
1553
To
1558
1553

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP.

man to support Mary ; and when Northumberland marched from
London with ten thousand at his back to crush the rising, the
Londoners, Protestant as they were, showed their ill-will by a
stubborn silence.  “ The people crowd to look upon us,” the Duke
noted gloomily, “ but not one calls ‘ God speed.ye.”” The Council

no sooner saw the popular reaction than they proclaimed Mary
Queen ; the fleet and the levies of the shires declared in her favour,

CARVING BY JOHN DUDLEY, SON OF THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 1553,
ON THE WALL OF HIS PRISON IN THE TOWER,

Northumberland's courage suddenly gave way, and his retreat to
Cambridge was the signal for a general defection. The Duke
himself threw his cap into the air and shouted with his men for
Queen Mary. But his submission failed to avert his doom ; and the
death of Northumberland drew with it the imprisonment in the
Tower of the hapless girl whom he had made the tool of his
ambition. The whole system which had ‘been pursued during
Edward’s reign fell with a sudden crash. London mdeed retained
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much of its Protestant sympathy, but over the rest of the country
the tide of reaction swept without a check.  The married priests
were driven from their churches, the images were replaced. In
many parishes the new Prayer-book was set aside and the Mass
restored. The Parliament which met in October annulled the laws
made respecting religion during the past reign.  Gardiner was
drawn from the Tower. Bonner and the deposed bishops were
restored to their sces.  Ridley with the others who had displaced
them werce again expelled, and Latimer and Cranmer were sent to
the Tower.  But with the restoration of the system of Henry the
Eighth the popular impulse was satisfied. The people had no
more sympathy with Mary's leanings towards Rome than with
the violence of the Protestants. The Parliament was with diffi-
culty brought to set aside the new Prayer-book, and clung obstin-
ately to the Church-lands and to the Royal Supremacy.

Nor was Ingland more favourable to the marriage on which,
from motives both uf‘pcili.’c,\' and religious zeal, Mary had set her
heart. The Empcror had ccased to be the object of hope or
confidence as a mediator who would at once purify the Church
from abuses and restore the unity of Christendom : he had ranged
himself definitely on the side of the Papacy and of the Council
of Trent; and the cruelties of the Inquisition which he introduced
into Flanders gave a terrible indication of the bigotry which he
was to bequeath to his House. The marriage with his son I"hilip.
whose hand he offered to his cousin Mary, mecant an absolute
submission to the Papacy, and the undoing not only of the
Protestant reformation, but of the more moderate reforms of the
New Learning. On the other hand, it would have the political
advantage of securing Mary's throne against the pretensions of
the young Queen of Scots, Mary Stuart, who had become formidable
by her marriage with the heir of the French Crown; and whose
ladherents already alleged the illegitimate birth of both Mary and
Elizabeth, through the annulling of their mothers' marriages, as a
ground for denying their right of succession. To the issue of the
marriage he proposed, Charles promised the heritage of the Low
Countries, while he accepted the demand made by Mary’s minister,
Bishop Gardiner of Winchester, and by the Council, of complete
.independence both of policy and action on the part of England,
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in case of such a union. The temptation was great, and Mary’s
resolution overleapt all obstacles. But in spite of the toleration
which she had promised, and had as yet observed, the announce-
ment of her design drove the Protestants into a panic of despair.
Risings which broke out in the west and centre of the country werce
quickly put down, and the Duke of Suffolk, who appeared in arms
at Leicester, was sent to the Tower. The danger was far more
formidable when the drecad that Spaniards were coming “to
conquer the realm” roused Kent into revolt under Sir Thomas
Wyatt. The ships in the Thames submitted to be seized by the
insurgents, A party of the trainbands of London, who marched
under the Duke of Norfolk against them, deserted to the rebels in
a wass with shouts of *A Wyatt! a Wyatt! we are all English-
men!” Had the insurgents moved quickly on the capital, its gates
would at once have been flung open and success would have been
assured,  But in the critical moment Mary was saved by her
queenly courage.  Riding boldly to the Guildhall she appealed

"

“with a man's voice” to the lovalty of the citizens, and when
Wyatt appeared on the Southwark bank the bridge was secured.
The issue hung on the question which side London would take;
and the insurgent leader pushed desperately up the Thames, seized
a bridge at Kingston, threw his force across the river, and marched
rapidly back on the capital. The night march along miry roads
wearied and disorganized his men, the bulk of whom were cut off
from their leader by a royal force which had gathered in the fields
at what is now Hyde Park Corner, but Wyatt himself, with a
handful of followers, pushed desperately on to Temple Bar. “1
have kept touch,” he cried as he sank exhausted at the gate ; but it
was closed, his adherents within were powerless to cffect their
promised diversion in his favour, and the daring leader was seized
and sent to the Tower.

The courage of the Queen, who had refused to fly even while
the rebels were marching benecath her palace walls, was only
equalled by her terrible revenge. The hour was come when the
Protestants were at her feet, and she struck without mercy. Lady
Jane, her father, her husband, and her uncle atoned for the ambi-
tion of the House of Suffolk by the death of traitors. Wyatt and
his chief adherents followed them to execution, while the bodies
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of the poorer insurgents were dangling on gibbets round London.  sec 11

Elizabeth, who had with some reason been suspected of com- | Twe

plicity in the insurrection, was sent to the Tower ; and only saved 1553
TO

from death by the interposition of the Council. But the failure of 1558

REVERSE OF GREAT SEAL OF PHILIP AND MARY.

the revolt not 6nly crushed the Protestant party, it secured the
marriage on which Mary was resolved. She used it to wring a
reluctant consent from the Parliament, and meeting Philip at ;g
Winchester in the ensuing summer became his wife. The tem-
Jporizing measures to which the Queen had been forced by the
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earlier difficulties of her reign could now be laid safely aside.
Mary was resolved to bring about a submission to Rome ; and her
minister Gardiner fell back on the old ecclesiastical order, as the
moderate party which had supported the policy of Henry the
Eighth saw its hopes disappear, and ranged himself definitely on
the side of a unity which could now only be brcught about by a

reconciliation with the Papacy. The Spanish match was hardly

CARDINAL TOLE,
Picturc by Sebastiano del Piomibo, at the Hermitage.

concluded, when the negotiations with Rome were brought to
a final issue. The attainder of Reginald Pole, who had been
appointed by the Pope to receive the submission of the realm, was
reversed ; and the Legate, who entered London by the river with
his cross gleaming from the prow of his barge, was solemnly
welcomed by a compliant Parliament. The two Houses decided
by a formal vote to return to the obedience of the Papal See, and

received on their knees the absolution which freed the realm from,
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the guilt incurred by its schism and heresy. But, even in the hour
of her triumph, the temper both of Parliament and the nation
warned the Queen of the failure of her hope to bind England to a
purely Catholic policy. The growing independence of the two
Houses was seen in their rejection of measure after measure
proposed by the Crown. A proposal to oust Elizabeth from the
line of succession could not even be submitted to the Houses, nor
could their assent be won to the postponing of her succession to
that of Philip. Though the statutes abolishing Papal jurisdiction
in England were repealed, they rejected all proposals for the
restoration of Church-lands to the clergy. A proposal to renew
the laws against heresy was thrown out by the Lords, even after
the failure of Wyatt's insurrection, and only Philip's influence
secured the re-cnactment of the statute of Henry the Fifth in a
later Parliament. Nor was the temper of the nation at large less
decided. The sullen discontent of London compelled its Bishop,
Bonner, to withdraw the inquisitorial articles by which he hoped to
purge his diocese of heresy. Even the Council was divided on
the question of persecution, and in the very interests of Catho-
licism the Emperor himsclf counselled prudence and delay.
Philip gave the same counscl. But whether from without or
from within, warning was wasted on the fierce bigotry of the
Queen.

It was a moment when the prospects of the party of reform
scemed utterly hopeless.  Spain had taken openly the lead in the
great Catholic movement, and England was being dragged, how-
ever rcluctantly, by the Spanish marriage into the current of
reaction, Its opponents were broken by the failure of their revolt,
and unpopular through the memory of their violence and greed.
Now that the laws against heresy were cnacted, Mary pressed for
their execution ; and in 1555 the opposition of her councillors was
at last mastered, and the work of death began. But the cause
which prosperity had ruined revived in the dark hour of persecu-
tion. If the Protestants had not known how to govern, they knew
how to die. The story of Rowland Taylor, the Vicar of Hadleigh,
tells us more of the work which was now begun, and of the effect
it was likely to produce, than pages of historic dissertation.
Taylor, who as a man of mark had been onc of the first victims
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chosen for execution, was arrested in London, and condemned to
suffer in his own parish. His wife, “ suspecting that her husband
should that night be carried away,” had waited through the
darkness with her children in the porch of St. Botolph’s beside
Aldgate. “Now when the sheriff his company came against
St. Botolph’s Church, Elizabeth cried, saying, * O my dear father !
Mother! mother ! here is my father led away!’ Then cried his
wife, ‘Rowland, Rowland, where art thou ?’—for it was a very
dark morning, that the one could not see the other. Dr. Taylor
answered, *I am here, dear wife,” and stayed. The sheriff’s men
would have led him forth, but the sheriff said, ‘Stay a little,
masters, I pray you, and let him speak to his wife” Then came
she to him, and he took his daughter Mary in his arms, and he
and his wife and Elizabeth knelt down and said the Lord’s Prayer.
At which sight the sheriff wept apace, and so did divers others of
the company. After they had prayed he rose up and kissed his
wife and shook her by the hand, and said, ‘Farewell, my dear
wife, be of good comfort, for I am quiet in my conscience! God
shall still be a father to my children) . . . Then said his wife,
¢ God be with thee, dear Rowland ! I will, with God's grace, mcet
thee at Hadleigh.!' . . . All the way Dr, Taylor was merry and
cheerful as one that accounted himself going to a most pleasant
banquet or bridal. . . . Coming within two miles of Hadleigh he
desired to light off his horse, which done he leaped and set a frisk
or twain as men commonly do for dancing. ¢ Why, master Doctor,’
quoth the sheriff, “how do you now ?’ He answered, ‘ Well, God
be praised, Master Sheriff, never better; for now I know I am
almost at home. I lack not past two stiles to go over,and I am
even at my Father's house!’ . . . The streets of Hadleigh were
beset on both sides with men and women of the town and country
who waited to sece him ; whom when they beheld so led to death,
with weeping eyes and lamentable voices, they cried, ¢ Ah, good
Lord ! there goeth our good shepherd from us!'” The journey
was at last over. “‘What place is this, he asked, ‘and what
meancth it that so much people are gathered together?’ It was
answered, ‘It is Oldham Common, the place where you must
suffer, and the people are come to look upon you.'! Then said he,
‘ Thanked be God, I am even at home !’ . . . But when the people
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saw his reverend and ancient face, with a long white beard, they
burst out with weeping tears and cried, saying, ‘ God save thee,
good Dr. Taylor; God strengthen thee and help thee ; the Holy
Ghost comfort thee !” He wished, but was not suffered, to speak.
When he had prayed, he went to the stake and kissed it, and set
himself into a pitch-barrel which they had set for him to stand
on, and so stood with his back upright against the stake, with his
hands folded together and his eyes towards heaven, and so let
himself be burned.” One of the executioners “cruelly cast a
fagot at him, which hit upon his head and brake his face that the
blood ran down his visage. Then said Dr. Taylor, ‘O friend, I
have harm enough—what needed that?’” One more act of
brutality brought his sufferings to an end.—* So stood he still
without either crying or moving, with his hands folded together,
till Soyce with a halberd struck him on the head that the brains
fell out, and the decad corpse fell down into the fire.”

The terror of death was powerless against men like these.
Bonner, the Bishop of London, to whom, as Bishop of the diocese
in which the Council sate, its victims were generally delivered for
execution, but who, in spite of the nickname and hatred which his
official prominence in the work of death earned him, seems to have
been naturally a good-humoured and merciful man, asked a youth
who was brought before him whether he thought he could bear the
fire. The boy at once held his hand without flinching in the flame
of a candle which stood by. Rogers, a fellow-worker with Tyndale
in the translation of the Bible, and one of the foremost among the
Protestant preachers, died bathing his hands in the flame “as if it
had been in cold water.” Even the commonest lives gleamed for a
moment into poetry at the stake. “ Pray for me” a boy, William
Hunter, who had been brought home to Brentwood to suffer, asked
of the bystanders. “I will pray no more for thee,” one of them
replied, “ than I will pray for a dog.” “* Then,’ said William,* Son
of God, shine upon me ;’ and immediately the sun in the elements
shone out of a dark cloud so full in his face that he was constrained
to look another way ; whereat the people mused, because it was so
dark a little time before.” The persecution fell heavily on London,
and on Kent, Sussex, and the Eastern Counties, the homes of the
Mmining and manufacturing industries ; a host of Protestants were
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driven over sea to find refuge at Strasburg or Geneva. But the
work of terror failed in the very ends for which it was wrought.
The old spirit of insolent defiance, of outrageous violence, was
roused again at the challenge of persecution. A Protestant hung a
string of puddings round a priest's neck in derision of his beads.

WESTGATE STREET, GLOUCESTER.
Showing the house where Hooper was imprisoned.

The restored images were grossly insulted. The old scurrilous
ballads were heard again in the streets. One miserable wretch,
driven to frenzy, stabbed the priest of St. Margaret’s as he stood
with the chalice in his hand. It was a more formidable sign of the
times that acts of violence such as these no longer stirred the
people at large to their former resentment. The horror of the
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persecution left no room for other feelings. FEvery death at  secn

the stake won hundreds to the cause of its victims. “You have | Tue
lost the hearts of twenty thousands that were rank Papists,” a 1553
Protestant wrote to Bonner, ¢ within these twelve months.” Bonner 15358

indeed, never a very zcalous persecutor, was sick of his work ; and
the energy of the bishops soon relaxed. But Mary had no thought

NICHOLAS RIDLEY,
Picture in the National Portrait Gallery.

of hesitation in the course she had begun. “ Rattling letters” from
the Council roused the lagging prelates to fresh activity and the
martyrdoms went steadily on. Two prelates had already perished ;
Hooper, the Bishop of Gloucester, had been burned in his own
cathedral city ; Ferrar, the Bishop of St. David’s, had suffered at
Caermarthen. Latimer and Bishop Ridley of London were now 1/):";1”/:1:’{

drawn from their prison at Oxford. “Play the man, Master Oct 1555

3 B:a
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Ridley,” cried the old preacher of the Reformation as the flames
shot up around him ; “we shall this day light such a candle by
God's grace in England as I trust shall never be put out.” One
victim remained, far beneath many who had preceded him in
character, but high above them in his position in the Church of
England. The other prelates who had suffered had been created
after the scparation from Rome, and were hardly regarded as
bishops by their opponents. But, whatever had been his part in
the schism, Cranmer had received his Pallium from the Pope. He
was, in the eyes of all, Archbishop of Canterbury, the successor of
St. Augustine and of St. Thomas in the second sec of Western
Christendom. To burn the Primate of the English Church for
heresy was to shut out meaner victims from all hope of escape.
But revenge and religious zeal alike urged Mary to bring Cranmer
to the stake. First among the many decisions in which the Arch-
bishop had prostituted justice to Henry’s will stood that by which
he had anaulled the King's marriage with Catharine and declared
Mary a bastard. The last of his political acts had been to join,
whether reluctantly or no, in the shameless plot to exclude Mary
from the throne. His great position, too, made him more than any
man the representative of the religious revolution which had passed
over the land. His figure stood with those of Henry and of Crom-
well on the frontispicce of the English Bible. The decisive change
which had been given to the character of the Reformation under
Edward was due wholly to Cranmer. It was his voice that men
heard and still hear in the accents of the English Liturgy. As an
Archbishop, Cranmer’s judgment rested with no meaner tribunal
than that of Rome, and his execution had been necessarily delayed
till its sentence could be given. But the courage which he had
shown since the accession of Mary gave way the moment his final
doom was announced. The moral cowardice which had displayed
itself in his miserable compliance with the lust and despotism of
Henry displayed itself again in six successive recantations by
which he hoped to purchase pardon. But pardon was impossible ;
and Cranmer’s strangely mingled nature found a power in its very
weakness when he was brought into the church of St. Mary at
Oxford to repeat his recantation on the way to the stake. “Now,”
ended his address to the hushed congregation before him, “ now I
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come to the great thing that troubleth my conscience more than
any other thing that ever I said or did in my life, and that is the
setting abroad of writings contrary to the truth ; which here I now
renounce and refuse as things written by my hand contrary to the
truth which I thought in my heart, and written for fear of death to
save my life, if it might be. And, forasmuch as my hand offended
in writing contrary to my heart, my hand therefore shall be the
first punished ; for if I come to the fire, it shall be the first burned.”
“ This was the hand that wrote it,” he again exclaimed at the stake,
*“ therefore it shall suffer first punishment ;” and holding it steadily
in the flame “ he never stirred nor cried ” till life was gone.

It was with the unerring instinct of a popular movement that,
among a crowd of far more heroic sufferers, the Protestants fixed,
in spite of his recantations, on the martyrdom of Cranmer as the
death-blow to Catholicism in England. For one man who felt
within him the joy of Rowland Taylor at the prospect of the stake,
there were thousands who felt the shuddering dread of Cranmer.
The triumphant cry of Latimer could reach only hearts as bold as
his own; but the sad pathos of the Primate’s humiliation and
repentance struck chords of sympathy and pity in the hearts of all.
It is from that moment that we may trace the bitter remembrance
of the blood shed in the cause of Rome ; which, however partial
and unjust it must seem to an historic observer, still lies graven
deep in the temper of the English people. The overthrow of his
projects for the permanent acquisition of England to the House of
Austria had disenchanted Philip of his stay in the realm ; and on
the disappearance of all hope of a child, he had left the country in
spite of Mary's passionate entreaties. But the Queen struggled
desperately on. She did what was possible to satisfy the unyielding
Pope. In the face of the Parliament’s significant reluctance even
to restore the first-fruits to the Church, she refounded all she could
of the abbeys which had been suppressed ; the greatest of these,
that of Westminster, was re-established in 1556. Above all, she
pressed on the work of persecution. It had spread now from
bishops and priests to the people itself. The sufferers were sent in
batches to the flames. In a single day thirteen victims, two of
them women, were burnt at Stratford-le-Bow.  Seventy-three
LProtestants of Colchester were dragged through the streets of
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London, tied to a single rope. A new commission for the sup-
pression of heresy was exempted by royal authority from all
restrictions of law which fettered its activity. The Universities

SHRINE OF THE CONFESSOR,
Restored after the re-establishment of Westminster Abbey, 1556.

were visited ; and the corpses of foreign teachers who had found a
resting place there under Edward were torn from their graves and
reduced to ashes. The penalties of martial law were threatened
against the possessors of heretical books issued from Geneva ; the
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treasonable contents of which indeed, and their constant exhorta-  Sec. 11

tions to rebellion and civil war, justly called for stern repression. L
But the work of terror broke down before the silent revolt of the 13533
whole nation. Open sympathy began to be shown to the sufferers :;;8
for conscience’ sake. In the three and a half years of the persecu-
tion nearly three hundred victims had perished at the stake. The
people sickened at the work of death. The crowd round the fire

at Smithfield shouted * Amen " to the prayer of seven martyrs
whom Bonner had condemned, and prayed with them that God
would strengthen them. A general discontent was roused when, in 1557
spite of the pledges given at her marriage, Mary dragged England

into a war to support Philip—who on the Emperor’s resignation .
had succeeded to his dominions of Spain, Flanders, and the New
World—in a struggle against FFrance. The war ended in disaster.

With characteristic secrecy and energy, the Duke of Guise flung
himself upon Calais, and compelled it to surrender before succour 1558
could arrive. “The chief jewel of the realm,” as Mary herself
called it, was suddenly reft away ; and the surrender of Guisnes,
which soon followed, left England without a foot of land on the
Continent.  Bitterly as the blow was felt, the Council, though
passionately pressed by the Queen, could find neither money nor

men for any attempt to recover the town. The forced loan to
which she resorted came in slowly. The levies mutinied and
dispersed. The death of Mary alone averted.a. general revolt, and

a burst of enthusiastic joy hailed the accession of Elizabctl‘l./
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Section III.—Elizabeth, 1558—1560

[Authorities—Camden’s * Life of Llizabeth.” For ecclesiastical matters
Strype’s ““ Annals,’” his lives of Parker, Grindal, and Whitgift, and the ‘“Zurich
Letters ” (Parker Society), are important. The State Papers are being calen-
dared for the Master of the Rolls, and fresh light may be looked for from the
Cecil Papers and the documenis at Simancas, some of which are embodied in
Mr. Froude’s “ History ” (vols. vii. to xii.). We have also the Burleigh Papers,
the Sidney Papers, the Sadler State Papers, the Hardwicke State Papers,
letters published by Mr. Wright in his “ Elizabeth and her Times,” the
collections of Murdin, the Egerton Papers, the “ Letters of Elizabeth and
James VI.,” published by Mr. Bruce. The “Papiers d’Etat” of Cardinal
Granvelle and the French despatches published by M. Teulet are valuable.]

Never had the fortunes of England sunk to a lower ebb than at

the moment when Elizabeth mounted the throne. The country

QUEEN ELIZABETH, A.D. 1558.
Statutes of the Order of S. Michael and S. George (Public Record Qffiee).

was humiliated by defeat and brought to the verge of rebellion by
the bloodshed and misgovernment of Mary’s reign. The old



