
VJI THE REFORMATION 

social discontent, trampled down for a time by the horsemen of 
Somerset, remained a menace to public order. The religious strife 
had passed beyond hope of reconciliation, now that the ' reformers 
were parted from their opponents by the fires of Smithfield and 
the party of the New Learning all but dissolved. The more 
earnest Catholics were bound helplessly to Rome. The temper of 
the Protestants, burned at home or driven into exile abroad, had 
b come a fiercer thing, and the Calvinistic refugees were pouring 
back from y.eneva with dreams of revolutionary change in Church 
and ::,tate. "",England, dragged at the heels of Philip into a useless 
and ruinous war, was left without an ally save Spain; while 
France, mistress of Calais, became mistress of the Channel. Not 
only was cotland a standing danger in the north, through the 
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bondage to French policy; but Mary Stuart and her husband now 
assumed the style and arms of English sovereigns, and threatened 
to rouse every Catholic throughout the realm against Elizabeth's 
title. In presence of this host of dangers the country lay helple55, 
without army or fleet, or the means of manning one, for the 
treasury, already drained by the waste of Edward's reign, had 
been utterly exhausted by Mary's restoration of the Church-
lands in possession of the Crown, and by the cost of her war with 
France. 

England's one hope lay in the character of her Queen. Elizabeth 
was now in her twenty-fifth year. Personally he had more than 
her mother's beauty; her figure was commanding, her face long 
but queenly and intelligent, her eyes quick and fine. he had 
grown up amidst the liberal culture of I-Lnry's Court a bold hor e
woman, a good shot, a graceful dancer, a s~illed musician, and an 
accomplished scholar. She studied every morning the Greek 
Testament, and followed this by the tragedies of ophocles or 
orations of Demo th nes, and could' rub up her rusty Greek)) at 
need to bandy pedantt-y with a Vice- han cell or. But she was far 
from being a mere pedant. Tl?-e new literature which wa pring-
ing up around her found con tant welcome in her Court. he 
spoke Italian and French a fluently as her mother-tongue. he 
was familiar with Ariosto and Tasso. Even amidst th affectation 
,and love of anagrams and puerilities which ullied h r later years, 
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she listened with delight to the" Faery Queen," and found a smile 
for "Master Spenser" when he appeared in her presence. Her 
moral temper recalled in its st range contrasts the mixed blood 
within her veins. She was at once the daughter of Henry and of 
Anne Boleyn. From her father she inherited her frank and hearty 
address, her love of popularity and of free intercourse with the 
people, her dauntless courage and her amazing self-confidence. 
H er harsh, man-like voice, her impetuous will, her pride, her 
fu rious outbursts of anger cal~le to her with her Tudor blood. v She 
rated great nobles as if they were schoolboys; she met the insolence 
of Essex with a box on the car; she would break now and then 
in to the gravest deliberations to swea t' al her ministers like a fish

wife.' Hut strangely in contrast with the viole nt olltlines of her 
Tudor temper stood the sensuous, sel f-ind ul gen t nature :-hc 

derived from Anne lloleyn. Splendour and pleasure were with 
Elizabeth the very air she breathed. H er dcJight was to mO\'e in 
perpetual progresses from castle to castle through a series of gorgeous 
pageants, fanciful and extravagant a<; a caliph's dream. She loved 
gaiety and laughter and wit. A h:tppy retort or a finished 
compliment never failed to win her fa\'our. She hoarded jewels. I-Ier 
d resses were innumerable. l ler vanity remained, e\'en to old age, 
the van it)' of a coquette in her teens. ?\o adulation wa" too 

fulsome for her, no f).atterr o f her beauty too gross. ,. To sec her 
was heaven," H atton told her, ,; the lack of her was hell." She 
would play with her rings that her courtiers might note the 
delicacy of her hands j or dance a coranto that the French am
bassador, hidden dex terously behind a curtain, might repo rt her 
sprightliness to his master. Her levity, her frivolous laughter, her 
unwolTl anly jests gave colour to a thousand scandals. H er 
character, in fact , like her portraits, was utterly without shade. 
O f womanly ~eserve or self-rest rai nt she knew nothing. Ko 
instinct of delicacy veiled the voluptuous temper which had 
broken out in the romps of her girlhood and showed itself almost 
ostentatiously th roughout her later life. Personal beauty in .1 

man was a sure pasSpN t to her liking. She palled handsome 
young sq uires on t he Ileck when they knelt to kiss her hand, 
and fondled her "sweet Robin," Lord Leicester, in tbe faee o f 
the Court. 
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J t was no wonder that the statesmen whom she outwitted held 
Elizabeth almost to the last to be little more than a frivolous 
woman, or that Philip of Spain wondered how" a wanton" could 
hold in check the po licy of the Escurial. But the Elizabeth \\'hom 
they saw was far from being all of Eli zabeth. The wil fu lness of 
H enry, the triviality of Anne Boleyn played over the su rface of a 
nature hard as steel, a temper purely intellectual, the yery type of 
reason untouched by imagination or passion. Luxurious and 
pleasure-loving as she seemed , E lizabeth lived simply and frugally, 
and she worked hard. H er vanity and cap rice had no weight 
whatever with her in State affairs. The coquette of the pre!'.Cnce
chamber became the coolest and hardest of politicians at the 
council-board. Fresh from the flattery of her courtiers, "he would 
tolera te no flattery in the closet; she was her:;cl f plain and down
right of speech with her coun sellors, and she looked for a corre
sponding plainness of speech in return. I f any trace of her sex 
lin gered in her actual statesma llShip, it was seen in the simp!icit}" 
and tenaci ty of purpose that often underl ies a woman's fluctuations 
of feeling. It was thi s in part which gaye her her marked 
superiority over the statesmen of her time. No nobler group of 
mini sters e\'er gathered round a coun cil-board than those who 
gathered round the council-oo.1.rd o f Elizabeth. But she was the 
instrument of none. She listened, she weighed , she used or put by 
the coun sels of each in turn, but her policy as a whole was her own. 
l! was a policy, not of genius. but of good sense. H er aims were 
s imple and obvious : to preserve her throne, to keep Eng land out 
of war, to restore civil and rel ig ious order. Something of womanl}
caution and timidity perhaps backed the passionless indifference 
with which she set aside the larger schemes of ambition which were 
ever opening before her eyes. She was resolute in her refusal o f 
the Low Countries. She rejected with a laugh the offers of the 
P rotestants to make her " head of th(' religion" and " mistress of 
the seas." But her atriazing success in the end sprang mainl)" 
from this wise limitation of her aims. She had a finer sense than 
any of her counsellors of her real resources; she knew instinctively 
how far she could gC\ and what she couk! do, . Her cold, critical 
intellect was never swayeu by enthusiasm or by panic. either to 

. exaggerate or to under·estimate her risks or her power. 
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Of political wisdom indeed in its larger and more generous 
sense Elizabeth had little or none: but her politica l tact was 

unerring. She seldom saw her course at it glancc. but she played 
with iI hundred COllr~e.~. fitfully and tliscursi\'cly, iI .'> a musician run s 

hi s fingers O\'cr the k('"y·bo;lId. till .~hc hit suddenly upon the right 
one. Hcr nature was essentially practical and of thc prcsent. She 
distrusted a plan in fact just in proportion to its speculative rangc 
or its out-look into thc future. J Icr notion of statesman sh ip lay in 
watching how things turncd ou t around hcr, and in se izing the 
moment for making the best of them. A policy of this limited, 
practical, tentati\·e a rtier was not only best suited to the E n!;lnncJ 

of her dar, to its small rcsources and thc trans itional character of 
its rehglous and political belief, but it \\"a~ one cminently suited to 
Elizabeth's peculiar po\\·crs. It was a policy of detai l, and in 
details her wonderful readiness and ingcnuity found scope for thei r 
exercise. ")\0 \\"ar, my Lords," thc Quecn used to cry imperiously 

at thc coullcil.bo..1.rd, "No \Var!" but her hatred of war sprang 
less from hcr a\'ersion to blood or to expense, real as was hcr 
a\'crsion to both, than from thc fact that pcace left the field open 
to the diplomatic manccu\"fes·and intrigues in which shc exccJled. 

Her delight in the consciotlsne'ls of her ingenuity brokc out in a 
thousand puckish freaks, freaks in which one can hardly see any 

purpo<;c beyond the purpose of sheer mystification. She re\·clled in 
" bye-ways" and" crooked ways." She played with g rave cabincts 
as a cat play;; with a mouse, and with much or the same feline 
delight in the mere embarrassment of her victims. \ Vhen she was 
weary of mystifying foreign statesmcn she turned to find fresh 

sport in mystifying her own ministers. H ad Elizabeth written thc 
story of her reign she would have prided herself, not on thc triumph 
of England or thc ruin of Spain, but on thc skill with wh ich she 

had hoodwinked and out-witted every statesman in Europe during 
fi fty years. Nor was ber trickery without political val ue. Ignoblc, 
inexpressibly wearisome as the Queen's diplomacy seems to us 

now, tracing it as we do through a thousand despatches, it suc
ceeded in its main end. It gained time, and every year that was 

gaincd doubled E li zabeth's st rength. Nothing is more revoltin g in 
the Queen, but nothi ng is more charactcristic, than her sha meless 
mendacity. !.!.. was an age of political lying, but in the profusion . 
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and recklessness of her lies Elizabeth stood without a peer in 
Christendom. A fal sehood was to her ~imply--an intcllect!Jal....mcaru; 
of meeting a difficulty; and the ea e with which she asserted or --denied whatever suited her purpose was only equalled by the 
cynical indifference with which 'he met the exposure of her lies as 

WII.LlAM CECIL, LORD BURLEIGH. 
Pictllre ,/'" Na/ionnl Porlra t't Gall"". 

soon as their purpo e wa an wered. The ame purely intellectual 
view of thin showed it elf in the dexterou u e . he mad of her 
very faults. Her levity carried her gaily over moment of detection 
and embarras ment, h re b tter women would have died of hame. 

he scre ned her t ntativc and h sitating stutesman hip u dpr thp. 
Qatural timidity and vacillation of her sex. he turn d her v ry 
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SEC. til luxury and sports t good accou r ,(. There were moments of g rave 
ELlZABET II danger in her reign when the count ry remained indiffirent to its 
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perils, as it saw the Queen give her days to hawking and hunting, 
and her nights to dancing and plays. <{Ier vanity and affectation, 
her womanly ficklenes and caprice, all had th ir part in the diplo
matic comedies she played with the successive candidates for her 
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hand. ') If political necessities made her life a IOlldy one, she had 
at any ra te the satisfaction of averting war and conspiracies by love 

A ROYAL PICNIC. 
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sonnets and r mantic interview, or of gaining a year of trar.quillity 

by the de. ' terous pinning out of a fli rtati n. 
As we track Elizabeth through her tortuous maz of lytng and 

hltrigue. the en e f her greatne i almost lost in a ense of 
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contempt. But wrapped as they were in a cloud or mystery, the 
aims of her policy wtre throughout temperate and simple, and 
they were pursued with it singular tenacity. The sudden acts of 
energy which rrom time to t llne b roke her habitual hesitation 
pro\'cd that it was no hesitatloll of weakness. E lizabeth could wait 
and finesse; but \\'hell the hour was come she could strike, and 
strike hard. Her natural temper indeed tended to a ra!:>h self
confidence rather than to self. dis trust. She had, as strong natu'rc !:> 
always ha\'e, an unbounded confidencc in h<.: r luck ., Her l\"iajesly 
counts much on Fortune," \\ 'alsi ngham wrote bitterly; .. I wish she 
\\'ould trust more in A lmighty God," The diplomatists \\'ho 
censured at one moment her irresolution, her delay, her changes of 
rront, censure at the next her "obstinacy," her iron \\'il!, her 
defiance of what seemed to them inevi table min. .. Th is \\'om,IIl ," 
Philip's envoy' \\,rote arter a wasted remonstran&, .. this \\'oman is 
possessed by a hundred thousand devils." T o her o\\'n subject;.., 
indeed, who knew nothing or her manceuvres and retreab, of her 
.. bye-ways" and ., crooked ways," she seemed the embodimellt of 
dauntless resolution. Brave as they were. the men who s\\'ept the 
Spanish :Main or g lided bet\\'een' the icebergs of Baffin's Bay neve r 
doubted that the palm of bravery lay with their Queen, H er 
s teadiness and courage in the pursuit of her aims was equalled by 
the wisdom with which she chose the men to accompli sh them. 
She had a q uick eye for merit of any sort, and a wonderful power 
of enlisting its whole energy in her service. The sagacity which 
chose Cecil and Walsingham was just as unerring in its choice or 
the meanest of her agents. H er success indeed in secu ring from 
thc beginning of her rcign to its end, with the si ngle exception o f 
Leicester, precisely the right men for the work she set them to do 
sprang in great measure from the nobles t characteristic of her 
intellect. If in loftiness of aim her temper fell below many of the 
tempers of her time, in the breadth of its range, in the un iversality 
of its sympathy it stood far above them all. Eli zabeth cou ld 
talk poetry with Spenser and philosophy with Bruno ; she could 
discuss Euphuism with Ly ly. and enjoy the chivalry of Essex; 
she could turn from t alk of the last fashions to pore with Cecil 
over despatches and Treasury books; she could pass from trackin g 
traitors with \Valsingham to seule points of doctrine with Parker, 
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or to calculate with Frobisher the chances of a north-west passage 
to the Indies. LThe versatility and many-sidedne of her mind 
enabled her t understand every phase of the intellectual move
ment of her day and to fix by a sort of instinct on its higher 

r'nmlispierl In Joltn .l)ee's U A.,.te p/ IIfJlrlltit1"," A.D. ' 577. 

repr entativesJ But the gr atne of the Q ueen re t above all 
n her pm er over her pe pIe. W e have had grander and nobler 

ruler, but none so popular as Elizabeth. The pa ion of love, 

flo alt ,of admira i n which find it most perfect expres ion in 
th "Faery Que n," throbbed as inten ely throu h the in ' of 

• her mean t ubject ·. To England, during h r reign of half a 
(.7. 
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century, she wa ' a virgin and a Protestant Queen; and her immo
rality, her absolute want of religious enthusiasm, failed utterly to 
blur the brightness of the national ideal. Her worst act broke 
fruitlessly against the general devotion. A Puritan, whose hand she 

cut off in a freak of tyrannous 
resentment, waved hi hat with 
th hand that was left, and 
shouted " God save Queen Eliza
beth!" Of her faults, indeed, 
England beyond the · circle of 
her Court knew little or nothing. 
The shiftings of her diplomacy 
were never seen outside the royal 
closet. The nation at large 
could only judge her foreign 
policy by its main outlines, by it:, 
temperance and good sense, and 
above all by its success. But 
every Englishman was able to 
judge Elizabeth in her rule at 
home, in her love of peace, her 
instinct of order, the firmness 
and moderation of her govern
men{the judicious spirit of con
ciliation and compromise among 
warring factions which gave the 
country an unexampled tran
quillity at a time when alf!1ost 
every other country in Europe 
was torn with civil war) Every 
sign of the growing Prosl erity, 
the sight of London as it become 

CUP OF TilE GOLDSllITI 5' COMPA Y. 
Given by Queen Elizabeth 10 Sir 111. Bowes, the mart of the world, of tately 

Lord Mayor A.D. 15S8• • h 
S ltaw, .. Dressel and D,coratiD1I1." mansIons as t ey rose on every 

manor, told, and justly told, in 
Elizabeth's favour. In one act of her civil admini tration she 
showed the boldness and originality of a great ruler ; for the 
opening of her reign saw her face the ,social diffic which had • -
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~ long impeded English progress, bX the issue or a commissiol) of 
inquiry which ended in the solutioo of lb~probJcm by t~c system 
of pOQ[.lan:s, She lent a rcady patronage to the new commerce; she 
c~nsidcrcd its extens ion and protection as a part of public policy, 
and her statue in the centre of the London Exchange was a tribute 

!:II«;. 111 

on the part of the merchant class to the interest with which she 
watched and shared personally in its enterprises. He; thrift won 
a general gratitude. The memories .of the Terror and of the 
l\'1artyrs threw into bright relief the il\'crsion from bloodshed which 
was conspicuous in her ea rlier reign, and nC\'cr wholly wanting 

through its fiercer close. Above all, there was a general confidence 
in her instinctive knowledge of the national temper. U ler finger 
was always on the public pulse.) She knew exactly when she 
could n:sist thc feelin g of her people, and whcn she must give way 
before the new scntiment of freedom which her policy uncon
sciously fostered. But when she retreated, her defeat had all the 

grace of victory; and the frankness and unreserve of her 
surrender won back at once the lm'e that her resistance had lost. 

0 1er atlitudc at home. in fact, was that of a woman whosc pride 
in the well-being of her subjects, and whose longing: for their 
favour, was the one warm touch in the coldne~s of her na tural 

lemper.\Qf Eliwbeth could be S<1.id to lo\"e anything. she Im'ed 
England) .. Nothing," she said to her first Parliament in words of 
unwonte fire," nothing, no worldly thing under the sun, is so dear 
to me as the love and good-will of my subjects." .And the love 

and good-will which were so dear to her she fully won. 
S he clung perhaps to her popularity the more passionately that 

it hid in some measure from her the terrible loneliness o f her life. 

S he was the last of the Tudors, the last of Henry's children; and 
her nearest relatives were l\'lary Stuart 'and the House of Sun~lk, 
one the avowed, the other the secret claimant of her throne . ...... 

Among her mothet's k indred she found but a single cousi n, 
Whatever womanly tenderness she had, wrapt itself around 

Leicester; but a marriage with Leicester was impossible, and every 
other union, could !:'he even have bent to one, was denied to her 

by the po litical d ifficulties of her position_ vl'he one cry of bitter
ness which burst from Elizabeth revealed her terrible :.en5e of the 

solitude of her life. "The Queen of Scots," she cried at the birth 

,. 
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of James, " has a fair son, and I am but a barren stock." But the 
loneliness-of her position only reflected the loneliness of her ,riature: . 

c.: he stood utterly apart from the worId around her, . sometimes· 
above it, sometimes below it, but never of it. ) It was. only 'on its . 
intellectual side that Elizabeth touched the England of her day. 
All its moral aspects wt!re simply dead to her. It was a time 
when men were being lifted into nobleness by ' the new . moral 
energy which seemed suddenly to pulse through the whole people, 
when honour and enthusiasm took colours ot: poetic beauty, and 
religion became a chivalry. But the finer sentiments of the men 
around her touched Elizabeth simply as the fair tints of a picture 
would have touched her. She made her market with equal in 
difference out of the herois111 of William of Orange or the bigotry 
of Philip. The noblest aims and lives were only counters on her 
board. She was the one soul in her realm whom the news of St. 
Bartholomew stirred to no thirst for vengeance; and whilt" Eng
land was thrilling with its triumph over the Armada, its Queen 
was coolly grumbling over the cost, and making her profit out of 
the s~oiled provisions she had ordered for the fleet that saved 
her. \fo the voice of gratitude, indeed, she was for the most part 
deaf.) She accepted services such as were never rendered to any 
other English sovereign without a thought of return..;r Walsingham 
spent his fortune in aving her life and her throne, and she left him 
to die a beggar. But, as if by a strange irony, it was to this very 
want of symP'fhy that she owed some of the grander features of 
her character. "If he wa without love she was without hate~ She 
cherished no petty resentment ;( she never stooped t6 edvy or 
suspicion of the men who served her~ he was indifferent to abuse. 
Her good-humour \Va never ruffled by the charges of wantonnes 
and cruelty with which the J e uits filled every Court in Europe. 
She was insen ible to fear. Her life became at last the mark for 
assassin after as assin, but the thought of peril was the one hardest 
to bring home to her. "Even when the atholic plots broke out 
in her very household she would listen to no proposals for ""the 
re~oval of Catholics from her Court. . 

It was this moral isola,tion which told so strangely both for good 
and for evil on her policy towards the Church.) The young Queen 
was not without a sense of religion. But she was almost wholly 
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sp..c, III destitute of spiritual emotion, or of any consciousness of the vast 
questions with which theology strove to deal. While the world 
ar und her was being sway d more and more by theological beliefs 
and con trover ies, Elizabeth was absolutely untouched by th m. 

ELIZABETH. 

\She was a ' child of the Italian Renascence rather than of the 

'New Learning of Co let or Erasmus, and her attitude towards the 
enthu. iasm of her time was that of Lorenzo de' Medici towards 
Savonarola. ) Her mind was unruffled by the spiritual problems 
which were vexing the mind around her; to Elizabeth indeed they 
were not only unintelligible, they were a little ridiculous. l She 
had the same intellectual contempt for the superstition of the 

Romanist as for the bigotry of the pJotesta~ While she ordered 
Catholic images to be flunp- into the fire, she quizzerl the Puritans 
as " brethren in ' hrist." l But she had no sort of religious aver

s ion for either Puritan or Papist) The Protestants grumbled 
at the Catholic nobles whom she admitted to the presence. 
The Catholics g rumbled at the I rotestant state men whom she 
called to her council-board. But to Elizabeth the arrange
ment was the most natural thing in the world. She looked at 

theological differences in a purely political light. She agreed 
with Henry the Fourth that a kingdom was well worth a 
Mass. It seemed an obvious thing to her to hold out hopes of 
conversion as a means of deceiving Philip, or to gain a point in 
negotiation by restoring the crucifix to her chapel. The first 
interest in her own mind was the interest of public order, and she 
never could understand how it could fail to be first in everyone's 

mind. ~er ingenuity set itself to construct a system in which 
ecclesiastical unity should not jar against the rights of conscience; ) 
a compromi e whiCh merely required outer" conformity" to the 
stablished worship "[hile, as she was never weary of repeating, it 

« left opinion free." ) ~he fell back from the very first on the system 

of Henry the Eighth. )'u.. will do," she told the Spanish ambassador, 
" as my father did.') he opened negotiations with the Papal See 
till the Pope's summons to submit her claim of succession to the 
judgment of Rome made compromise impossible. (rhe first work of 
her Parliament was to declare her legitimacy and ti'tle to the crown, 
to restore the royal supremacy, and to abjure all foreign authority 

and jurisdiction) At her entry into London Elizabeth kissed the 
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English Bible which the citizens presen'ted to her and promised 

" dilii~ntly to read therein." Further she had no personal wish to 
go, ~ third of the Council and at least two-thirds of the people 
were as opposed to any radica l changes in relig ion as the Queen.) 
~mong the gentry the older and wealthier were on the conservative 
side, and only the younger and meaner on the other. But it was 
soon necessary to go further. IIf the Protestants were he less n.um
erous, they were the abler an~ the more vigorous party); and ~he 
exiles who returned from Geneva brought with them a fi ercer hatred 
of Catholicism. )rro e\"ery Protestant the Mass was identified with 
the fires of Smith'held, while Edward's Prayer-book was hallowed by 

the memories of the Martyrs) ~ut if Elizabeth won the Protestants 
by a~ Act of Un iformity which restored the English Prayer-book 
and enforced Its use on the clergy on pain of deprivation, the altera
tions she made in its language showed her wish to conciliate the 
Catholics as far as possible.) . She had no mind merely to restore 

the system of the Protectorate. (.she dropped the words" Head of 
the hurch " from the royal title.) The forty-two Art icles which 

ranmer had drawn up were left in abeyance. If Elizabeth had 
had her will, she would have retained the celibacy of the clergy 
and restored the use of crucifixes in the churches: J n part indeed 
of her effort she was foiled by the increased bitterness of the 
reformers, The London mob tore down the crosses in the streets, 

Her attempt to retain the crucifix or enforce the celibacy of the 
priesthood fell dead before the opposition of the Protestant clergy. 

l On the other hand, the Marian bishops, with a single exception, 
discerned the Protestant drift of the changes she was making, arid 
bore imprisonment and deprivation rather than accept the oath 

required by the Act of Supremacy. ) ~ut to the mass of th,e nation 
the compromise of Elizabeth seems to have been fairly acceptable. ) 

l The bulk of the clergy, if they did not take the oath, practically sub
mitted to the Act of Supremacy and adopted the Prayer-bookj( Of 
the few who openly refused, only two hundred were deprived, and 
many went unharmed.) No marked repugnance to the new worship _ 
was shown by the people at large; anc(Elizabeth was able to turn 

from questions. of belief to the question of order. ) " ' 
She found 111 Matthew Parker, whom Pole's death enabled her 

to raise to the see of Canterbury, an agent in the reorganization of • 
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the Church whose patience and moderation were akin to her own. 
Theologically the Primate was a moderate man , but he was 
resolute to restore order in the discipline and worsh ip of the 
Church. ~The whole machinery of English relig ion had been 
thrown out of gear by the rapid and radica l changes of the past 

ARCHBI SHOP PARKER. 
Engraving' hy G. Vertul!. 1729) from an old picture. 

cwo reign . XThe majority of the pari h priests were sti ll Catholic 
in heart) sometimes mass was celebrated at the par onage for the 
more rig1d Catholics. and the new ccmmunion in church for the 
more rigid Protestants. ometimes both partie knelt together at 
the same altar··rails, the one tu receive host con ecrated by the 

• priest at home after the old usag , the other wafers consecrated in 
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Church after the new. LIn many parishes. of the north no change 
of service was made at all. )(gn the other hand, lhe new Protestant 
clergy wcrc often unpopular, ilnd roused the disgust of the people 
by their violence and greed. ) Chapters plundered their own estates 
by leases <Ind fines and by (rlling timber. (The marriages of the 
clergy became a scandal. which was increased when the gorgeous 
vestments of the old worship wcre cut up into gowns and bodiec:
fo r the priests' wives ) Q"hc new !'en'ices sometimes turned into 
scenes of utter disorder where the clergy worc what dress they 
plca:-cd and the communicant .~t()()(1 or sate as he liked; while the 
old altars wcre broken down pnd the communion-table was often 

a bare board upon trcstles. \;fhe people, naturally cnough, were 
fOl1nd to be .. lltterl~' dcvoid uf religion) and carne to church ,. a~ 
to a May game." LTo the difficultie~ which Parker found in the 

temper of the rcforrner~ and their opponents new difficulties were 
added by the frcak~ of the Queen) I f she had no convictions. ~he 
had tastes; and her ta~te re\'olte~ from the barenes~ of Protestant 
ritual and above all from the marriage of priests. ., Le;i"e that 
alone," she shouted to Dean Nowell from the royal closet as he de
nounced the use of images- " stick to your tcxt, i\·raster Dean, 
lea,'C thal alone!" \Vhen Parker was firm in resist ing the intro

duction of the crucifix or of celibacy, Elizabeth showed her 
resentmcnt at hi" firmness by an insult to his wife. l\'1arried ladies 
were addressed at this time as "Madam," unmarried ladies as 
., Mistress'" and when Mrs. Parker advanced at the close of a 

sumptuous entertainment at Lambeth to take leave of the Queen , 
Elizabeth feigned a momentary hesitation. " Madam," she said 
at last, " I may not call you, and Mistress I am 10th to ea:ll you; 
however, I thank you for your good cheer." To the end of her 
reign indeed Elizabeth remained as bold a plunderer of the wealth 

of the bishops as either of her predecessors, an~arved out rewards 
for her ministers from the Church · lands with a queen ly disregard 

of the rights of property.' Lord Burleigh bui lt up the estate of the 
I louse of Cecil out of thddemesnes o f the see of Peterborough. The 
neighbourhood of Hatton Garden to Ely P lace recalls the spoliation 

of another bishopric in favour of the Queen's sprightly chancellor. 
Her reply to the bishop's protest against this robbery showed what 

Elizabeth meant by her Ecclesiastical S upremacy. " Proud . 
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prelate," she wrote, ,. you know what you were before I made YOlI S~.c. 1/1 

what you arc! I f you do not immediately comply with my t:~"""~T" 

~ 
1558 

request, by God I will unfrock you." But freaks of this sort had Tv 

1 1 R 1560 
itt c real in uenee beside the slea y suppOrt which the Queen 

gave to the Primate in his work of order) She suffered no pl under 
sa \'c her own, and she was earnest for the restoration of order and 
decency in the outer arrangements of the Church. (rhe vacant 
sees were filled for the most part with learned and able men;) 

and England seemed to settle qu ietly down in a reli gious peace. ) 1559 
The settlement o f religion however was not the only pressing Scotland 

care wh ich met E.lizabeth as she nlountcd the throne. (the 
country was drained by war)~et she could only free hersel f from war 
and from the dependence o n S pa in which it (Iwolved, by acqui-

escing In the loss of Calais) ~3Ul though peace was won by the 
sacrifice, France remained openly hostile) the Dauphin and hi~ 

wife, :Mary Stuart , had assumed the arm s and style of King and 
Q ueen of England; and &heir pretensions became a source of 
immediate danger through the presence of a French army il: 
Scotland.) T o under"tand, however, what had taken place there 

we must cursorily re\'iew the past h istory of the Northe rn Ki ngdom 
From the moment when E ngland finally abandoned the fruit less 
effort to subdue it the story of Scot land had been a miserable one. 
\Vhatevcr peace might be concluded, a sleepless dread of the old 
danger from the south tied the country to an alliance with France, 

which dragged it into the vortex of the II undred Years' War. But 
after the final defeat a nd capture of David in the field of Ne\·il le's 1.)46 

Cross the stru ggle died down on both s ides into marauding fora}'s 
and bat tl es, like those of Otterburn and Homildon Hi ll, in which 
alternate victories were won by the feudal lords of the Scotch or Eng-
lish border. The ballad of " Chevy Chase" brings home to us the 

spirit of the contest, the daring .and defi ance which s tirred Sid ney's 

heart .. more than with a trumpet. " But its effect on the internal 
developement of Scotland was utterly ruinou s. ( T he houses of 
Douglas a nd of March ,\- hich it raised into supremacy only 

interrupted their s trife with England to battle fie rcel), with one 
another o r to coerce their K ing.) The power of the Crown sank in 
fact into insigni fi cance under the earlier sovereigns of the li ne of 

Stuart wh ich had succeeded to the throne on the extinct ion of the 1371 
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male line of Bruce. Invasions a nd civil feud s not only arrested 

but even rolled back the national industry and prosperity. (Ihe 
country was a chao. of disorder a nd misrule, in which the peasant and 

the trader were the victims of feudal outrage.) The Border became 
a lawless land, where robbery and violence reigned utterly without 
check. So pitiable seemed the sta te of the kingdom that the clans 

of the J I ighlands drew together at last to swoop upon it as a certain 
prey; but th to' common I eril uni ted the faction s of the nobles, and 
the victory of H arlaw saved the L owlands from the rule of the 

SMA1L1 LOLM, A !lORDER TOWER I N ROXBURGllSHIRE. 

1411 Celt. A great name at last broke the line of the Scottish kings. 

Schooled by a long captivity in England, James the Fir t returned 
to his realm to be the ablest of her rulers as he was the first of 

'424 her p ets.lI,n t le thirteen years of a short but wonderful reign 
justice and order were restored for a while, the cotch Parliament 
organized, the- clans of the Highlands assailed in their own fa-st

nesses and reduced to swear fealty to the" Saxon" King. C James 
turned to deal with the great houses, but feudal violence was 
still too strong for the hand of the law, and a band of ruffians who 

1437 burst into the royal chamber left the King lifeless with sixteen 
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stabs in his body. H is death was the signal era struggle 
between the . House of Douglas and the Crown , which lasted 
through half a century. Order, however, crept gradually in; the 
exile C!f the Douglases left the ::,cotti_ h monarchs supreme in the 
Lowlands; while their dominion over the Highlands was ecured 

WEST FRONT F KING 'S COLLEGE, ABERDEEN. 

Built '.94. 

by the ruin of the Lords of the Isles. But in it· outer policy the 
country still followed in the wake of France i ~very quarrel 
between French Kin~ and English King brought danger with it on 
the Scottish border ;~ill Henry the Seventh bound England and 

1502 cotland together for a time by bestowing in 1502 the hand of hiS' 
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daughter Margaret on the Scottish king. ~'hc uniun was dissolved 
however by the stri fe with France which followed the accession of 
H enry the Eighth ; war broke out anew, and the terrible defeat and 
death of J ames the Fourth at Floddcn Field in\'olved his realm in 
the turbulence and misrule of a minority.} ( I-lis successor James 
the Fifth , though nephew of the English King. from the outset of 
his reign took up an attitude hostile to England; and Church and 
people were ready to aid in plunging the two countries into a frc,;h 
~trugglc. ( HiS defeat at Solway Nloss brought the young King 
broken-hearted to his gr;we) ., 1 t callle with a lass, and it will go 
with a lass," he cried, as tHc¥ brougHt him on his death-bed the 
news of I\'lary Stuart's birth. lThe hand of his infant succe"sor at 

once became the subject of rivalry between England and France' 
\.H ad l\'fary, as Henry the Eighth desired, been wedded to Edward 

the Sixth, the whole destinies of Europe might have been changed 
by the union of the two realms J but the recent bloodshed had 
embittered Scotland, and the hi-<;h-handed way in which Somerset 
pushed the marriage project completed the b~each.) lSomerset's 
invasion and victory at Pinkie Cleugh only enabled lI,lary o f Gu ise, 
the French wife of James the Fifth, who had become Regent of 
the realm at his death, to induce the Scotch ~state5 to consent to 
the union of her child with the heir o~ the French crown. the 

Dauphin Francis.) From that moment, as we have seen, the claims 
of the Scottish Queen on the E.nglish throne became so formidable 
a danger as to drive Ma ry Tudor to her ma rriage with Philip of 

Spain. lBut the danger became a still greater one on the accession 
of Elizabeth, whose legitimacy no Catholic acknowledged, and 
whose religious attitude tended to throw the Catholic party into 
h~r rival's hands. 
l In spite of the peace with France, therefore, Francis and Mary 

persisted in their pretensions; and a French force landed at Leith, 

with the connivance of Mary of Guise.) The appearance of th is 
force on the Border was in tended to bring about a Catholic rising. 

l But the hostility between Fran~e and Sp<lin ~I~~ld Philip, for the 
moment, to the supporb of Elt1.abeth; and hiS mfluence over the 
Catholics secured quiet far a time.) \tIe Quccn, too, played with 
their hopes af a religious reaction by talk of her own reconciliation 
with the Papacy and admission of a Papal legate ta the realm, a nd 
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Sa:. III by plans for her marriage with an 
E~I;;II'"nH (Meanwhile she parried the blow 

1 ~~8 Reformation had begun rapidly 

Austrian and Catholic prince. 
in Scotland itself, where the 
to gain g round, b), secretly ,,60 

encouraging the ,j Lords of the Congregation "-as the nobles 

who headed the Protestant party were ~lyled- to rise against the 
Regent.) Since h~r accession Elizabeth's diplomacy had gained her 
a year, and her matchless acti\'ity had used the year to good 
purpose. Order was restored throughout England, the Ch urch was 
reorganized, the debts of the Crown were in part paid off, the treasury 
was recruited, a navy created, and a force ready for action in the 
north, when the defeat of her Scotch adherents forced her at last to 
throw aside the mask. As yet she stood almo:;;l illollC in her sel f
reli,mcc. Sp.tin believed her ruin to be certain; France despised 
her chances; her very Council was in despair. The one minister in 
whom she dared to confide was Cecil, the youngest and boldest of 
her advisers, and even Cecil trembled for her success. But lies and 
hesitation were no sooner put aside than the Queen's vigour and 

tenacity came fairly into play. At a moment when D'9),scl, the 
French commander, was on the point of crushing the Lords of the 

1560 Congregation, an English fleet appeared suddenly in the Forth 
~ld forced the Regent's army to fall back.,.upon Leith. The Queen 
made a formal treat)' with the Lords, and promis<;d to assist them in 

the expulsion ofthe strangers. trance was torn by internal strife, and 
could send neit!!£r money nor men) In March, Lord Grey moved 
over the border with 8,000 men to join the Lords o f the Congrega
tion in the siege of Leith. The Scots indeed gave little a id; and 
an assault on the town signally failed. Philip too in a sudden 
jealousy of Elizabeth's- growing strength demanded the abandon 

ment of the enterprisc~ But Elizabeth was immovablr Famine 
did its work better than the sword; and in two treaties with the 

Scotch and English, the envoys of F'.l.ncis and Mary at last prom ised 
to withdraw the French, and leave the government to a Council of 
the Lords; and acknowledged Elizabeth's title to her throne.v' A 
Scotch Parliament at once declared Calvin ism the national religion. 

Both Act and Treaty indeed were set aside by Francis and Mary, 
but Elizabeth's polic)' had in fact broken the dependence of Scot
land on France, and bound to her side the strongest and most 
vigorous party among its nobles. V-
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Section IV. - England and Mary Stuart , 1560- 1572 

[Aill/turi/its. ,.h before. Ranke'" <, English History,"" IIbtor)" of the: Re
form ation," by Knox. Fe; Mar)" Stuart, the norks of ijuchan;1l1 and Le~lie, 

l\I ~l"iJJc'~ ,\[emoirs, collect ions o f " ei th aod Anderson. For the iJutch rcvolt 
l\lotley's " Rise of the Dutch Kepublic," and .r Histor)" of the United Nether
lands."] 

The issue o f the Scotch war revealed sudden ly to Eu rope the 
vigour of E lizabeth, and the real strength of her th roncv She had 

freed hersel f from the control of I'hilip, Fhe had defied Francc,(shc 
had averted the danger from the North by the creation of an 

En glish party amon~ the nobles of Scotla~(~ T he salTle usc of 
religious division s g,l\'c her <t. similar check on the hostilil}' of 
France. T he Hu guenots, a!> the French Protestants were called, 
had become a formidable party un der the g uidance of the Admiral 
Coligni, and the defeat of their rising against the family of the 
Guises, who stood at the head of the French Catholics lind were 
supreme at Ihe Court of Francis and l\ lary. threw_them on the 
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support and alliance of Elizabeth. '" But if t'he decisive outbreak o f t560 
the great religiolls st ruggle, so long looked for between the Old 
Faith and the l\ew, g:avc Elizabeth strcngth abroad, it weakened 
her at home. Her Catholic subjects lost all hope of her convcrsion 
as they saw the Queen a llying hersl.:lf \\"ith Scotch Cakinists and 
French H ug ucnots; her hopes of a religious compromise in 
matters of worship ~\'ere broken by the issuc of a papal brief which 

forbade attendance at the En glish service; and Phi lip of S pain , 
freed like herself from the fear of France by its religiolls divisions, ,",,,, 
had less reason to hold the Eng:lish Catholics in check. lll e was 

preparing, in fact, to take a new political stand as the patron of 
Catholicism throug hout the world; and hi:. troops were directed to 
support the Guises in the ci vil war which broke out after the death 
of Francis the Second, and to attack the heret ics wherever thev 
might find them., ' " Religio;l," he told Elizabeth, ,< was being mad'e 

a cloak for an<ln!hy and revolu t ion." It was at the moment (when 
the last hopes of the English Catholics were dispelled by the 

Queen's" refusal to ,take part jn the Council of T rent that Mary 1561 
Stuart. whom the death of her husband had left a stranger in 

. VOL. If 3D 
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France, landed at Leith. Girl as she was, and she was only 
nineteen, she was hard ly inferior in intellectual power to Elizabeth 
herself, while in fire and grace and brilliancy of temper she sto d 

ROOM IN KEEP OF CRA1 G. lILLAR CASTLE. 
Residence of Mary Stunrt. 

high above her. he brought with her the voluptuou refinement 
of the French Renascence: she would lounge for days in bed, and 
rise only at night for dances and music. But her frame was of iron, 



'" THE REFORMATlON 

and incapable of fatigue; she galloped ninety miles after her la~t 
defeat without a pause save to change horses. She loved risk and 

adventure and the ring" of a rms; a<; she rode in a foray to the north, 
the grim swordsmen bc~idc her heard h(:r wish she was a man, "to 

know what life it wa-; to lie all night in the fields, or to walk on the 
cawscy with a GlasgO\\' buckler ilnd a broad.sword." But in the 

closet she was as cool a,ld astute a politician a.~ Elizabeth herself; 

with plans as subtle, but of a far wider and grander range than the 

Queen's. ., \Vhatc\'cr policy is in all the chief and best practi,;cd 

heads o f F rance," wrote an E nglish envoy, "whalC\'cr craft, false

hood, and deceit is in all the subtle brains of Scotland, is either 

fresh in this woman's memor)', or :-he can fetch it out wi th a wet 

finger." li ef beauty, her exqui:-ite grace of manner, her genero:-.i ty 

of temper and warmth of affection, her frankness of :-pcech, her 

sensibility, her gaiety, her womanly tear;;, her manlike courage, 

the play and freedom of her nature, the (1a"he5 of poctrr that 

broke from her at c\'cry intense moment of her life, flung a 

:;pcll over friend or foc, which has onl~' deepened with the lap:.e 

of years. E \'en to Knollys, the sterne:-l Puritan of his day, she 

seemed in her capti\'ily 10 be ., a notable woman." ,; She 

seemeth to regard no ceremonious honour besides t he acknowledg

ment of her e!"tate royal. She sho\\'cth a dispo"ition to s peak 

much, to be bold, to be pleasant, to be very familiar. She sho\\'eth 

a great desire to be avenged 011 her enemies. She showeth a 

readiness to expose her"clf to a1\ perils in hope o f victory. She 

desireth much to hear of hardiness and valiancy, commending by 

name all approved hardy men o f her country though they be her 

enem ies, and she concealeth no cowardice even in her friends." As 

yet men knew nothing of t he stefr! bigot ry, the int ensi ty of passion, 
which lay beneath the win ning su rface of Mary's woman hood. But 

they at o nce recognized her politica l ability. She had sei7.ed 

eagerly on tbe new strength wh ich was given her by her hu sband's 

death. Her cause was no longer hampered, ei ther in Scotland or 

in E.nglanel, by a nationa l jealousy o f French interference. It was 

with a resolve to break the league between Elizabeth and the 

Scotch Protestanls, to unite her own realm around her, and thus to 

give a firm base for her intr igues among the English Catholics, that ) 

.Mary landed at Leith. ~he effect of her p resence was marvellous.. 
3 D , 
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Her personal fascination revi\'ed the national loyal t)" and swept all 
Scotland to her feel. K nox, the g reatest and sternest or the 
Calvinistic preachers, alone withstood her spell. The rough Scotch 
noble.~ owned that there wa,; in i\hry ., some enchantment whereby 
men arc bewitched." A p romise of religious toleration united her 
subjects in support of the claim which she advanced to be named 

JO liN KNOX. 

Ajf~" H. """""i,, •. 

Elizabeth's succe:;sor. But the q uestion of the succession, like the 
question of her marriage, was wit h Elizabe th a q uestion of life and 
death. Il er wedding with a Catholic or a Protestant suitor woul d 
have been equally the end of her system of balance and national 
union, a signal for the revolt of the party which she disappointed 
and for the triumphant dictation of the party which she satisfi ed. 
"If a Catholic prince come here," a Spanish ambassa~or wrote, 
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while prc!>sing an Austrian marriagc. "the first Mass he attends 
will be thc~c;ignal for a revolt." It was so with the question of the 

succession. To name a Protestant successor from the Iiouse of 
Suffolk \\'ould h3\'C driven ever)' Catholic to insurrection. To 
name Mary was to stir Protestantism to a rising: of despai r, and to 
Ic;wc Eliwbcth at the mcrc),ofcvcry fanatical a;';sassin \\'ho \\'i .~hcd 

to clear the \\'ar for a Catholic ruler. ;, I am not so foolish," 

was the Queen's reply to 1\'1 ary, "3" to han g a II inding-shcct before 

In}' cres 
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Hut the pressure on her wa <; great, and l\[arr looked 
triumph of Catholicism in France to inc.rca.'iC the prcs;;urc. 
this which drm'c Eli zabeth 

to Ihe The 

to listen to the cry of Ihe 
H uguenot s at thc momcnt 

when thcy werc yielding to 
the 1'trcngth of thc Guisc!>, 

Ilatc war a1' 1'hc might. the 
in !>tinct of 1'clf-prescn'a tion 
draggcd hcr into the great 
strugglc; and in 1'pite of 
the menaces of Philip. 
money and six thousand 

men wcrc promised to thc 
aid of the Protestants under 

Comic. Hut a fatal m'cr
throw of the II uguenot 
army at Dreux !cft thc 
Gui ses ma1'ters of Franee 

and brought thc dangcr to 
thc \'cry doors of England. 

T est A ct 
1 twas 

C"R\'I~G IlV AR'I'IIUR I'OOLr.. O~ WAI.I, OF 
HI~ PRI"'" I~ Tilt: TO\n:R, IK 1562. 

The hopcs of the English Catholics rose higher. Though the 

Pope delayed to issue his Bull of Deposition, a Papal brief pro- l56:'! 

nounced joining in the Common Praycr schismatic. and forbade 
the attendance of Cathol ics at church. With the issue of this 
brief the conform it)' of worship which Elizabeth had sought to 
establish C<1.me to an end. The hotter Catholics withdrew from 

church . Il eavy fincs were laid on them as recusallt,..; fines which, 

as their numbers increased. became a valuable source of supply 
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for the exchequer. Hu t no finc" could com pensa te for the moral 
blow which their wi thd rawal dealt, I t was the beginning of a 
struggle which E lizabeth had al'erled through three memorable 

years. I )ro te~tanl f<lnatici"im met Catholic fanaticism. T he 
tiding~ of lJ rellx .~pread panic through the realm. i'a rliament 
.~howcd its terror by mea~lIres of a new !'everity, " T here 
has becn enoug-h of \\"ord.~," said the Queen's minister, Sir 
Franci.~ KJl(,Jlys; "it were time to draw sword." i.: he s\I'ord 
was drawll in a Test Act, the fi rst in a series of penal sta tutes 
which weighed UP"'l Engli~h Catholics for ('.\'0 hundred years. 
By this statute an oa th of allegiance to t he Queen and abjura
tion of the temporal authority of the Pope \\"a.~ exacted from all 
holders of office, la,' or spiritual, with the exception of peers. 
Its effcct was to place the "'hole power of the realm in the hands, 
cithcr 01 I'rotestants, or of Catholics who accepted E lizabeth's 
legitimacy and her ecclesiastical jurisdiction in the teeth o f the 
Papacy. Caution indeed was used in applying this test to the 
lai ty. but pressure was more roughly put on the clergy. :'- Jany of 
the parish priests, though they had submitted to the usc of the 
Prayer-book. had not taken the oath pre.';cribed by th::: Act of 
L:niformity. As yet E lizabeth had cautiously refused to allow any 
strict inquiry illto their opinion". But a commi.~sion was nOli" 
opened by her order at Lambeth, with the l' rimate a t it;; head, 
to enf{'l]"ce the Act; while thirty-nine of I.he Articles d rawn up 
under Edward were adopted as a standard of faith, and acceptance 
of them demanded of the clergy. 

It is possible that El izabeth might have clung to her older pol icy 

of conciliation had she foreseen how suddenly the dange r that 
appalled her was to pass away. A t this crisis she was able, as 
usual, to ;, count on Fortu ne." The assassination of the Duke of 

Guise broke up his party ; a policy of moderat ion a nd balance 
prevailed at the French Court; Catharine of Med icis was noll' 
supre me, and her aim was still an aim o f peace. TheQueen'sgood 
luck was chequered by a merited hu miliation. She had sold her 
aid to the Huguenots in thei r hour of dist ress at the priee of the 

surrender of H avre, and H avre was agai n wrested from her by the 
reunion of the F rench parties. Peace with France in the following 
spring secured her a year's respite in her a nxieties ; a nd Mary 
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was utterly foiled in her plan (or bring ing the pressure of a united 
Scotland , backed by France, to bear upon her rival. But the 
defeat only threw her on a ret more formidable scheme. She was 
weary of the mask of religious indifference which her policy had 
forced her to wear \\'ith the vicw of securing the general support of 
her !->ubjccts. She resolved now to appeal to the Engl ish Catholics 
on the ground.~ of Catholicism. Next to the Scottish Queen in the 
li ne of blo<xl :-tooci I [enr)' Stuart, Lord Darn)cy, a son of the 
Countess of Lennox, and grandson of l\'1argarcl Tudor by her 
second marriage with the Earl of Angus. as Mary wa s her grand
child by l\ largarcfs firM marriage \\'ith James the Fourth. Though 
the I louse of LennoX" conformed to the new system of English 
wor.~hip, its sympathi('~ were known to be Catholic, and the hopes 
of the Catholics wrapped them<;ch"es round its heir. It was by a 

match with l lcnry Stuart that Mary nOli" determined to unite the 
forces of Catholicism. The match was regarded on aU s ides as a 
challenge to Protestantism. Philip had till now looked upo n 
Mar)"· .~ system of toleration and on her hopes from France' \\'i th 
equal suspicion. But he now drew slowly to her s idc. ,( She is the 

one ga te," he owned. '; through \\"hich I~eligion can be restored in 
England. All the rest arc clo .. ed." It 11'01<; in vain that Elizabe th 
strm'e to prevent the marriage by a threa t of war. or by secret 
plot'i for the seizure of ]\"ia rr anc! the dri\'ing of Damley back over 
the border. The Lords of the Congregation woke with a start 
from th eir confidence in the Queen. and her half-bl'Other, Lord 
J ames Stuart, better known as Earl of . Murray, mustered his 

Protestant confederates. But th eir revolt was hardly declared 
when Mary marched on them wi th pistol s in her belt, and drove 
thei r leaders helpl essly o\'cr the border. A rumour spread that 
shc was in league with Spain and with F rance, where the inRue~ce 

of the Gui ses was again strong. Elizabeth took refu ge in the 
meanest d issimulation, "Ihile the announcement o f Mary's 

pregnancy soon gave her a strength which swept aside Philip's 
counsels of caution and delay. " With the help of God and of your 
Holiness," Mary wrote to the Pope, " I will leap over the wall." 
Rizzio, an Italian who had counselled the marriage, still remained 
her adviser, and the daring advice he gave fell in with her natural 

temper. She demanded a recognition of her succession. She 
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resolved in the coming Parliament to restore Cathulicism 10 cot
land and to secure the banishment of Murray and his companions. 
The English Catholics of the north were ready to revolt as soon as 
she was ready to aid them. No such danger had ever threatened 
Elizabeth as this, b~t again she could " trust to Fortune." Mary 
had staked all on her union with Darnlcy, and yct only a fcw 
months had passed since her wedding clay, when men saw that she 

QUEEN MAKY'S ll EDCHAMBEI\, H OLYROOD PALACE.. 

"hated the King." The boy turned out a di solute, insolent hus
band, and Mary's scornful refusal of his claim of the " crown 
matrimonial," a refusal which Darn1cy attributed to R izzio's 
counsel, drove his jealousy to . madness. A t the very moment 
when the Queen revealed the extent of her schemes by her 
di mis al of the English ambas ador, the young King, foJlowed by 
hi kindred the ougla 'es, burst into her chamber, dragged Rizzio 
from her presence. and stabbed him brutally in an outer chamber. 

. Th darker features of Mary'S character were now to develop 
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themselves. Darnlcy. keen as was her thirst fo r ,'cngcancc on him , 

was Ilccdful to the triumph of her political aims. She masked her 
hatred beneath a show of affection, which succeeded in severing the 
wretched boy from his fellow-conspira tors, and in gaining his help 
in an escape to Dunbar. Once free ... he marched in triumph on 

Edinburgh at the head of eight thousand men unde r the Earl of 
Bothwell, while ;\lorlol1, Ruthven, and Lindcsay fled in tcrror ove r 
the border. \\ ';\h wise dissimulation, ho\\'e\'er, she fell back on her 
system of rcligiouc; toleration. Bu t her intrigues with the English 
Catholics were nc\'cr interrupted, and her Court was full of refugees 
from the northern counties. " \'ouractions," Elizabeth wrote in a 
sudden break of fierce candour," arc as full of venom as your \\'o1'(ls 
arc vf hon ... )." The birth of her child, the future James the Six th 
of Scot land and First of Engla nd, doubled Mary's streng th. "Your 
friends are so increascd," her ambassador wrote to her from Eng-

1;66 land, " that ma ny whole shires arc ready to rebel, and their captains 
named by election of the nobility," The anxiety of the English 
Parliament which mct at this crisis proved that the danger was fel t 

to be rcal. The Houses saw but one way of pro\'iding- against it, 
and they renewed their appeal for the Queen's marriage and for a 
settlement 01 the succession, As we have seen, both of these 

measures involved el'en greater dangers than they averted; but 
Elizabeth stood alone in her resistance to them. To settle the 
succession was at once to draw the sword. The Queen therefore 

on this point stood firm. The promise to marry, which she gave 
after a furi olls burst of anger, she was no doubt resoh'ed to evade 
as she had evaded it before. But the q uarrel with the Commons 
which followed on her prohibition of any debate on the sllccession, 
a quarrel to which we 5hall rccur at a latcr lime, hit Elizabeth 

hard. It was" secret foes at home," she told the Commons a~ their 
quarrel passed away in a warm reconciliation, "who thought to 
work me that mischief which ne\'er foreign encmies could bring to 
pass, whi ch is the hatred of my Commons. Do you think that 
either I am so llnmil~dful of your surety by succession, wherein is 

all my ca re, or th'.lt I went about to break your liberties? No! it 
never was my meaning; but to stay you before you fell into the 

1567 ditch." It was impossible for her, however, to explain the real 
reasons for her course, and the dissolution of the Pa rliament left 
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her face to facc with a national discontent added to the ever· 
deepening peril from without. 

One terrible e\'ent suddenly struck light through the gatheri ng
clouds. Mary had used Darn!ey a <; a tool to effecl the ruin of his 
confederat es and to further her policy, but si nce his share in 
Hizzio's mllfder she had loathed and ;,woided hi m, Ominou" words 
dropped from her lips, "Cnless she were frccd of him some way," 
she said, "she had no pleasure to li\'c." I Ier purpose of \'eng-cance 

--

IIOTIlWY.Ll . CASTLE, CI.YDrSI'lAU"~ 

was quickened by her pa ssion for the Earl of Bothwell, the boldest 
and most unscrupu lous of the border nobles, The Earl 's desperate 
temper shrank from no obstacles to a union with the Queen. 

Di"orce would free him from hi s own wifc. Darnley might be 
st ruck dO".vll by a conspiracy of the lords whom he had deserted 
and betrayed, and who st ill looked on him as their bitterest foc. 
The exiled nobles were recalled; there were dark whispers among 
the lords. The terrible secret of the deed which followed is still 

~\'rapt in a cloud of doubt and mystery which will probably never 
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be wholly dispelled . The Queen's mood seemed suddenly to 
change. Her hatred to D arnley passed all at onee into demon 

strations of the old affection. J Ie had fallen sick with "ice ancl 
m:sery, and she visited him on hi . sick bed, and persuaded him to 
follow her to Edinburgh. She "isited him again in a ruinous ancl 
lonely hOllse near the palace, in which he was lodged by her order, 
kissed him as she bade him farewell . and rode gaily back to a 
weddin g-dance at TI olyrood. T\\'o hours after midnight an awful 
cxplosion shook the city ; and the burghers ru shee! out from the 
gates to find the hou_c of Kirk 0 ' Field destroyed, ancl Darnlcy's 

LTNLITHGOW PALACE AND TOWN. 
S/cur, {I ThrnlrulII Scolit1'," 1693. 

body dead beside the ruins. The murder was undoubted ly the 
deed of Bothwell. His servant, it was soon kn own, had stored the 
powder beneath the Kin g's bed-chamber; and the Earl had 
watched without the walls till the deed wa done. But, in spite of 

gathering su picion and of a charge of murder made formally 

against him by Lord Lennox, no serious steps were taken to 
investigate the erime ; and a rumour that Mary purposed to marry 
the murderer drove h r friend s to despair. Her agent in England 

wrote to her that" if he married that man she would 1 se the 
favour of God, her own reputation, and the hearts of all England, 
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Ireland, and Scotland." But every stronghold in the kingdom was 

soon pl aced in Bothwell's hands, and thi s step was the prelude to a 
trial and acquittal which the overwhelming force of his C lIowers in 
Edinburgh turned into a bitter mockery. A sham eless suit for his 
divorce removed the last obstacle to his ambition; and a seizure of 

the Queen as she rode to Linlithgow was followed by a marriage. 

CHAPEL, HOLYROOD l' ALACE. 

Ruined in lhe rising: against Mar)" 1567. 

In a month more all was over. Th horror at llch a marriage 
with a man fresh from her husband's blood drove the whol nation 
to rev It. Its nobles, ath lic as well a Protestant, gathered in 

arms at tirling; a nd their entrance into Edinburgh roused the 
capital into in urr~ction. Mary and the 'ad advanced with a fair 

force to Seton to encount r the Lords; but thell' men tefu ed lu 
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fi ght, and Bothwell galloped o ff into lifelong exile, while the Queen 
was brought back to Edinburgh in a frenzy of despair, toss ing 
back wild words of defiance to the curses of the crowd. F rom 
Edinburgh she was carried a prisoner to the fortress of Lochleven ; 
as the price of her life ~he \\'as forced to resign her crown in favour 
of her child, and to llame ber brother, the Ear! of Murray, who was 
now returning from France, as Regent, In Ju ly the babe was 

solemnly crowned as James the Sixth, 
For the moment England was sa\'ed, but the ruin of Mary's 

hopes had not come one instant too soon, T he great conflict 
between the two religiolls, which had begun in France, was slowly 

widening into a general st ruggle O\'er the whole face of Europe. 
For four year..: the valanced pul icy of Catharine of i\'1edicis had 
wrested a truce from both Catholics and H uguenots, but Conde and 
the Guises again rose in arm s, each side eager to find its profi t in 
the new troubles which now broke out in Flander.;, For the long 
persecu t ion of the l'rotestants there, and the unscrupulous im'asion 
of the constitutional liberties of the Pro\'inces by Philip of 
Spain, had at last stirred the Netherlands to revolt, and Ihe 
insurrection was seized by Ph ilip as a pretex t for dealing a blow 
he had long meditated a t the growing heresy of this portion of h i<; 
dominions, j\t the moment when Mary entered LochJcven , the 
D uke of Alva was starting with an army of ten thousand men on 

his march to the Low Coun tries; and with his easy triumph over 
their imurgent forces began the terrible series of ou trages and 
massacres which have made his name infamous in history. No 

1567 even t could be more embarrassing to Elizabeth than the arrival of 

Alva in F landers. His extirpation of heresy there would prove 
the prelude fo r his co-operation with the Guises in the ex:tirpation 
of heresy in France. \ Vithout countin g, too, this future danger, 
the triumph of Catholicism and the presence of a Catholic army in 
a country so cJosdy con nected with England at once revived the 

dream s of a CathOli c ri sing against her throne; while the news of 
Alva's massacres stirred in everyone of her Protestan t subjects a 
thirst for revenge which it was hard to hold in check. Yet to strike 
a blow at Ah'a was impossible, for Antwerp was the great mart of 

Engli sh trade, and a stoppage of the trade with Flallders, such as 
war would bring about, would have b roken ha\C the merchants ill 
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London. Every day was deepening the perplexities of Elizabeth, SEC. IV 

when Mary succeeded in making her escape from Lochleven. 
Defeated at Langside, where the energy of Murray promptly 
crushed the risi ng of the Catholic noble. in her support, she 
abandoned all hope of Scotland; and changing her designs with 
the rapidity of genius, she pushed in a light boat across th~ 
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Solway, and \Va safe before evening fell in the castle of Carli sle. 1568 

The J resence of Alva in Flanders was a far less peril than the 

CARJ. ISLfo: ASTLE. 

presence of Mary in Carlisle. To retain her in England was to 
furnish a centre for revolt; Mary herself indeed threatened that" if 
they kept her prisoner they should have enough to do with her." 
Her ostensible demand was for Engli h aid in her restoration to 
the throne, or for a free pa sage to France; but compliance with 
the last reque t would hav given the Guise a terrible weapon 
against Elizabeth and have ensured a new French intervention in 
Scotland, while to re tore her by arms to the cr wn she had lost 

• was impossible. Till Mary w s cleared of guilt, Murray would hear 
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nothing of her return, and Mary refused to submit to such a trial as 
would clear her . . So eager, however, was Elizabeth to get rid of the 

CANDLES I'lCK OF MARY 
STUART. 

N ow at Holland How.e. 

pres ing peril of her presence in England, 
that Mary's refusal to submit to any 
trial only drove her to fresh devices for 
her restoration. She urged upon Murray 
the suppression of the graver charge " and 

upon Mary the leaving Murray in actual 
possession of the royal power as the price 
of her return. Neither however ,,"ould 
listen to terms which sacrificed both to 
Elizabeth's self-interest; the Regent per
",j",Led in charging the Queen with murder 
and adultery, while Mary refu sed either 

to answer or to abdicate in favour of her 
infant son. The triumph indeed of her 
bold policy wa best advanced, as the 

Queen of Scots had no doubt foreseen, 
by simple inaction. Her misfortunes, her 

resolute denials, were gradually wiping away the stain of her gui lt, 
an I winning back the Catholics of England to her cause. Eliza
beth " had the wolf by the ears," whi le the fierce con test which 

Alva's presence roused in the etherlands and in France was firing 

the temper of the two great parties in E~gland. 
In the Court, as in the country, the forces of 1 rogress and of 

r",sistance stood at last in sharp and declared opposition to each 

other. Cecil at the head of the Protestants demanded a general 

all iance with the Protestant hurches throughout E urope, a war 
in the Low 'ountries against A lva, and the unconditional sur
render of Mary to her cotch subjects for the punishment she 
deserved. The Catholics on the other hand, backed by the mass of 
the onservative party with the Duke of Norfolk at its head, and 

supported by the wealthier merchants who dreaded the ruin of the 
Flemish trade, were as earne t in demanding the dismissal of Cecil 

and the Protestants from the council-board, a steady peace with 
Spain, and, though less openly, a recognition of Mary's succession. 

Elizabeth was driven to temporize as before. She re[ust:d Cecil's 
counsels; but she sent money and arms to Conde, and hampered . 
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Alva by seIZIng treasure on its way to him, and by pushing the 
quarrcl evcn to a temporary embargo on shipping either side the 
sea. She refused the counsels of Norfolk .: but she would hear 
nothing of a declaration of war, or give any judgem:::nt on the 
charges against the Scottish Queen, or recognize the accc~sion of 
James in her stcad. T hc cffect of l\ lary's pre~encein England wa'> 
seen in conspiracies of Norfolk with the ?\orthcrn Earl s and with 
Spain. Elizabeth, roused to her dangc.f, struck quick and hard. 
l\-!ary Stuart was gi\'en in charge to Lord Huntingdon. j\rundel, 
l'embrokc. and Lumley were secureu, and Xorfolk scnt to the 
Tower. But tl1e disasters of the llugucnot~ in France, and the 
news brought b}r a papal em'Oy that a Bull of Deposit ion against 
Elizabeth was ready at Rome, goaded the great Catholic lords to 
action, and brought about th e rising of the I-louses of Neville and 
of Percy. The entry of the Earls of ~orthumberland and \Vest
morcJand into Durham pro\'ed the signal for revolt. The Bible 
and Prayer-book were torn to pieces, and !\Ia~s said once more at 
the altar of Durham Cathedral, bcf0re the Earls pushed on tc 
Doncaste r with an army which soon swelled to thousand~ of men 
T heir cry was" to reduce all causes of religion to the old custom 
and usage; " and the Earl of Sussex, her gencral in the north, wrote 
frankly to Elizabeth that "there were not ten gen tlemen in Vork!.hire 
that did allow [apprO\'c] her procceding!'> in thecausc of religion." 
But he was as loyal as he was frank , and held York stoutly whilc 
the Queen ordcred Mary's hasty removal 10 a ncw prison at 
Covcntry. Thc storm howe\'cr broke as rapidly as it had gathered, 
The mass of the Catholics throu ghout the country made no sign; 
and the Earls no sooncr haltcd irrcsolute in presencc of this 
unexpected inaction, than thcir army caught the panic and dis-
pcrsed. Northu mberland and \\'estmoreland fled, and wcre 
followed in their flight by Leonard Dacres of Kaworlh, while their 
miseraLlc adherents paid for their di sloyalty in bloodshed and ruin. 
The ruthless measures of repression which closed this re\'olt were 
the fi rst breach in the clcmency of Elizabeth's rule. But they were 
signs of terror which were not lost on hcr opponents. It was the 
general inaction of the Catholics which had foiled the hopes of the 
northern Earls; and Rome now did its best to stir them to activit)' 
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the Queen, 'which had been secretly issued in the precedi ng year, 
and was found nailed in a spirit of ironical defiance on the Bishop 
of London's door. The Catholics of the north withdrew stubbornly 
from the Ilational worship. Everywhere the number of recusants 
increased. Intrigues were busie r than ever. The regent Murray 
was assassinated, and Scotland plungcd into war between the 
adherents of Mary and those of her son. F rom the defeated 
Catholics Mary turned ag<l in to the Duke of Nor folk, who stood at. 
the head of the Conscn"ati\'c peers. Norfolk had acquiesced in the 

T.v.as(JIlo/ religious compromise of the Queen. and professed himself a Pro--
1\'0r/0I1.: testant whil e he intrigued with the Catholic party. li e trus tcd 

to ca rry thc English nobles with him in pressi ng for his marriagc 
with Mar)" a m3.rriagc which should seem to tak e her out of the 
hands of French and Cathol ic intriguers, to make her an Engli sh
woman , and to settle the \·cx:ed question of the succession to the 
throne. Hi" dreams of such a union with l\'1ary in the preced ing 
year had been detected by Cecil. and checked by a shOt t sojourn 
in the T ower; but his correspondence with the Queen was renewed 
on hi s release, and ended in an appea l to Ph ilip for the intervention 
ofa Spanish army. At the head of this appeal stood the name of 
Mary; while Norfolk's name \\·as followed by those of many lords 
of " the old blood," as the prouder peers :lty lcd themselves; a nd 
the significance of the request was heightened by gatherings of 
Catholic refugees at Antwerp rou nd the fugi t ive leader:; of the 
Northern Revol t. Enough of these conspiracies was disco\'ered to 
rouse a fresh ardour in thc menaced Pl"Otestanls. The P;). rli:un ent 
met to pass an act of attainder against the Northern E.a,·ls, and to 
declare the int(oduct ion of .Papal Bulls into the country an act of 
high treason. The rising indignation against Mary, as " thc 
daughter of Debate, who discord fell doth sow," was shown in a 
statute, which declared any person who laid claim to the crown 

during thc Queen's life-time incapable of ever succeedi ng to it. 
The disaffect ion of the Catholics was met by imposing on ali 
magistrates and publ ic officers the obligation of subscribing to the 
Articles of Faith, a measure which, in fact, transferred the adminis
tration of justicc and public ordcr to their P rotestant opponents. 
Meanwhilc, Norfolk's treason ripened into an elaboratc plot. 
Philip had promised aid should thc revolt actually break out; but 
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the clue to these negotiations had long been in Cedi's hand s, and 
before a single step could be taken towards the practical reali.mtion 
of h is schemes of ambition, they were foiled by Norfolk's arrest. 
With his death and that of Northumberland, who followed him to 
the scaffold, the dread of revolt within the realm which had so long 
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hung oyer England passed quietly away. The failure of the two 1511 

attempts not only showed the weakness and disunion of the party 

CARVING O!ol WALL lIY CItARLF.5 BAILLY, f'RlSO!\r.R IN 1"ll~ roWER, 1571. 

of discontent and reaction, but it revealed the weakness of all party 
feeling before the rise of a national temper which was springing 
naturally out of the peace of Elizabeth's reign, and which a growing 
sense of danger to the order and prosperity around it was fast 
turning into a passionate loyalty to the Queen. It was not merely 
against Ceci l's watch fu lness or Elizabeth's cunning that :Mary and 
Philip and the Percies dashed themselves in vain; it was against a 
new Eng-land. V 
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Sectio n V.- The Engla nd o f Elizabeth 

LAlftltorilil'S. For OU T consti tutional h istory we hOl\'c D' Ewcs' J ournals and 
Tl)lI"nshcnd"$ "Journal of Parliamentary Proceedings from T;80 \0 \601," t he 
first detailed account we possess of t he proceedings of oll r H ouse of Com mons. 
The g(!ncral su rvey gi"cn by Ii allam (" Consti tutional II iSlor),") is as judicious 
as it is able. .\Jacphcrson in his" Annals uf Commerce" gi,'eli details of the 
expansion of En~1ish Trade; and J bl.:lu),I'5 "Collect ion of Voyag"CS J' tells of 
its actl\'i1r. Some \'aluable details arc added by Mr. Froudc. T he general 
lilerar), history is ghcn by Crai l. (U il istory of English Literature "), who has 
devoted a sep.1.rate work to Spenser and his times: and the sober but narrow 
cstimatc of Mr. Hall~un (H Literary H istor>,") may be contrasted wilh the more 
brilliant though less balanced comments of )\1. Taine 0'1 the writers of the 
Rena~cence. A crowd of biogr<tphers mark the new imp<lrtance of ind il'idual 
life "Illl.,diun.] 

., 1 have dcsired," E lizabeth !>aid proudly to her Parliament, ., to 

have thc nbcdience of my subjects by love, and 1101 by com pu b ion." 
It was a lo\·c fairly won by just ice and good gO\·crnment. Buried 
as she sccmcd in foreign negot iat ions and in trigues. E lizabeth was 
above a ll an E ngl ish sovereign. She devoted herself ably and 
cnerget ically to the task of civil administration. A t the fi rst 
moment of l'Cl ief from Ihe pressure of ou ter troubles, she faced the 
I \\'0 main causes of internal disorder. The debasement of the 
coinagC:;,was brought to an end in 1560. I n 156 1 a comm ission 
was isslled to inqui re into the best mea ns of facing the problem of 
social d iscon tent. Ti me, and the natu ra l devclopement o f new 
branches of ind ustry, were working q uiet ly for the relief of the 
glutted labour·market ; but a vast mass of disorder sti ll ex isted in 
England, which f::m nd a constant ground of resentment in the 
enclosures and evict ions which accompanied the progress o f 
ag ricultural change. It was on this host of ., broken men" that 
every rebellion could count for support ; their mere existence 
indeed was an encouragement to civil war; while in peace thei r 
presence was fel t in the in security o f life and property, in gangs of 
marauders which held whole counties in terror, and in "sturdy 
beggars" who stripped travellers on the road, Under Elizabeth as 
under her predecessors the terrible measures of repression, whose 
uselessness More had in vain pointed out , went pitilessly on ; we 
fi nd the magist rates of Somersetshire capturing a gang of a hund red 
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at a stroke, hang ing fifty at once on the gallows, and complaining 
bitterly to the Council of the necessity for waiting til! th:: Assizes 
before they could enjoy the spectacle of th:: lifty others hanging 
beside them. But the Govern ment were d ealin g' with the difficul ty 
in a wiser and more effectual way. The old powers to enforce 
labour on the idle and settlement on the vagrant class were con

tinued; and each town and parish was held responsible for the 
relief o f its indigent and disabled poor, as well as for the employ
ment of able-bodied mendicants. But a more efficient machinery 

COISERS AT WOKI.:. 
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was gradually devised for carrying Ollt the r"'"lief and employment 
of the poor. Funds for this purp0:ic had been provided by the 
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collection of alms in church; but the mayor of each town and the 1562 

churchwardens of each country pari:ih were now directed to draw 
up lists of all inhabitants able to contribute to such a fund, and on 
a persistent refusal the justices in sessions were empowered to 
assess the offender at a fitting sum and to enforce its payment by 
imprisonment. The principles embodied in these measures, that of 
local responsibility for local distress, and that of a di stinction 
between the pauper a nd the vagabond, were mom clearly defined 
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in a statute of 1572. By this ct the justices in the country 
districts and mayors and other officers in towns were directed to 
register the impotent poor, to se ttle them in fitting habitations and 
to assess all inhabitants for their support. Overseers were 
appointed to enforce and superintend their labour, [or which wool, 

hemp, flax , Or other stuff was to 
be provided at the expense of the 
inhabitants; and houses of correction 
were established in every county for 
obstinate 'v'agabonds or for paupers 
refu sing to work at the overseers' 
bidding , A subsequent Act trans
ferred to these overseers the c011cc

tion of the poor rate, and powers 
were given to bind poor ch ild ren as 
apprent ices, to erect buildings for the 
improvident poor, and to force the 
par nts and chi ldren f such paupers 
to maintain them. The well-known 

Act which matured and finally estab

lished this system, th 43rd of Eliza
beth, remai ned the base of our system 
of pauper ad ministration until a time 
within the reco llection of living men. 
vVhateve r fl aws a later expe rience has 
found in these measures, their wise 
and humane character formed a strik

ing contrast to the legis lation which 

had degraded our statute-book from 
the date of the S tatute of Labourers; 

THOMAS WEKKS, J URAT (ONl'; 011 
Tim TOWN COUNC IL) 0 [1' 

HAST! NGS, d. r 563 
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and their efficacy at the time was proved by the cessation of the 
social danger agaipst which they were intended to provide. 

Its cessation however was owing. not merely to law, but to the 

natural growth of wealth and industry throughout the country. 
The change in the mode of cultivation, whatever social embarrass
ment it might bring about, undoubtedly favoured production. 

Not only was a larger capital brought to bear upon the land, but 
the mere , change in the system introduced a taste for new and 
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bett r modes of agriculture; the breed of hon;es and of cattle 
was improved, and a fa r greater use made of malJure and dress

ing . ne acre under the new system produced, it was said, as 
m1lch as two under the old. As a more careful and constant 
cultivation was introduced, a greater number of hands were re

quired on every farm; and much of the surplus labour which had 
been flung off the land in the commencement of the new system 
was thus recalled to it. But a far more efficient agency in absorb-

. 
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ing the unemployed was found in the devclopement of manufac
tures. The linen trade was as yet of small value, and that 
of silk-weaving was only just introduced. But the woollen 
manufacture wa fast becoming an important element in the 

national wealth. England no longer sent her fleeces to be woven 
in Flanders and to be dyed at Florence. The spinni ng of yarn, 
the weaving, fulling, and dyeing of cloth, wa spreading rapidly 
from the towns 0\' r the country-side. The worsted trade, 
of which Norwich was the centre, extended over the whole of the 
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