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social discontent, trampled down for a time by the horsemen of
Somerset, remained a menace to public order. The religious strife
had passed beyond hope of reconciliation, now that the reformers
were parted from their opponents by the fires of Smithfield and
the party of the New Learning all but dissolved. The more
carnest Catholics were bound helplessly to Rome. The temper of
the Protestants, burned at home or driven into exile abroad, had
become a fiercer thing, and the Calvinistic refugees were pouring
back from Geneva with dreams of revolutionary change in Church
and State. . England, dragged at the heels of Philip into a uscless
and ruinous war, was left without an ally save Spain; while
France, mistress of Calais, became mistress of the Channel. Not
only was Scotland a standing danger in the north, through the
French marriage of its Queen Mary Stuart and its consequent
bondage to French policy ; but Mary Stuart and her husband now
assumed the style and arms of English sovereigns, and threatened
to rouse every Catholic throughout the realm against Elizabeth’s
title. In presence of this host of dangers the country lay helpless,
without army or fleet, or the means of manning one, for the
treasury, already drained by the waste of Edward’s reign, had
been utterly exhausted by Mary’s restoration of the Church-
lands in possession of the Crown, and by the cost of her war with
France.

England’s one hope lay in the character of her Queen. Elizabeth
was now in her twenty-fifth year. Personally she had more than
her mother’s beauty ; her figure was commanding, her face long
but queenly and intelligent, her eyes quick and fine. She had
grown up amidst the liberal culture of Henry’s Court a bold horse-
woman, a good shot, a graceful dancer, a skilled musician, and an
accomplished scholar. She studied every morning the Greek
Testament, and followed this by the tragedies of Sophocles or
orations of Demosthenes, and could “rub up her rusty Greek” at
need to bandy pedantry with a Vice-Chancellor. But she was far
from being a mere pedant. The new literature which was spring-
ing up around her found constant welcome in her Court. She
spoke Italian and French as fluently as her mother-tonguc. She
was familiar with Ariosto and Tasso. Even amidst the affectation
and love of anagrams and puerilities which sullied her later years,
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she listened with delight to the “ Faery Queen,” and found a smile
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Sec. 111

for *“Master Spenser” when he appeared in her presence. Her Euzaners

moral temper recalled in its strange contrasts the mixed blood
within her veins. She was at once the daughter of Henry and of
Anne Boleyn. From her father she inherited her frank and hearty
address, her love of popularity and of free intercourse with the
people, her dauntless courage and her amazing self-confidence.
Her harsh, man-like voice, her impetuous will, her pride, her
furious outbursts of anger came to her with her Tudor blood. , She
rated great nobles as if they were schoolboys ; she met the insolence
of Essex with a box on the ear; she would break now and then
into the gravest deliberations to swear at her ministers like a fish-
wife.© But strangely in contrast with the violent outlines of her
Tudor temper stood the sensuous, self-indulgent nature she
derived from Anne Boleyn. Splendour and pleasure were with
Elizabeth the very air she breathed. Her delight was to move in
perpetual progresses from castle to castle through a series of gorgeous
pageants, fanciful and extravagant as a caliph’s dream. She loved
gaiety and laughter and wit. A happy retort or a finished
compliment never failed to win her favour. She hoarded jewels. Her
dresses were innumerable.  Her vanity remained, even to old age,
the vanity of a coquette in her teens. No adulation was too
fulsome for her, no flattery of her beauty too gross. “To see her
was heaven,” Hatton told her, “the lack of her was hell.” She
would play with her rings that her courtiers might note the
delicacy of her hands ; or dance a coranto that the French am-
bassador, hidden dexterously behind a curtain, might report her
sprightliness to his master. Her levity, her frivolous laughter, her
unwomanly jests gave colour to a thousand scandals. Her
character, in fact, like her portraits, was utterly without shade.
Of womanly reserve or self-restraint she knew nothing. No
instinct of delicacy veiled the voluptuous temper which had
broken out in the romps of her girlhood and showed itself almost
ostentatiously throughout her later life. Personal beauty in a
man was a sure passport to her liking. She patted handsome
young squires on the neck when they knelt to kiss her hand,
and fondled her “sweet Robin,” Lord Leicester, in the face of
the Court,
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It was no wonder that the statesmen whom she outwitted held  sec. 111
Elizabeth almost to the last to be little more than a frivolous Fuzasern
woman, or that Philip of Spain wondered how “a wanton” could 15‘5}8
hold in check the policy of the Escurial. But the Elizabeth whom ot
they saw was far from being all of Elizabeth. The wilfulness of
Henry, the triviality of Anne Boleyn played over the surface of a
nature hard as steel, a temper purely intellectual, the very type of
reason untouched by imagination or passion. Luxurious and
pleasure-loving as she seemed, Elizabeth lived simply and frugally,
and she worked hard. Her vanity and caprice had no weight
whatever with her in State affairs. The coquette of the presence-
chamber became the coolest and hardest of politicians at the
council-board.  Fresh from the flattery of her courticrs, she would
tolerate no flattery in the closet ; she was herself plain and down-
right of speech with her counsellors, and she looked for a corre-
sponding plainness of speech in return. If any trace of her sex
lingered in her actual statesmanship, it was seen in the simplicity
and tenacity of purpose that often underlies a woman's fluctuations
of feeling. It was this in part which gave her her marked
supcriority over the statesmen of her time. No nobler group of
ministers ever gathered round a council-board than those who
gathered round the council-board of Elizabeth. But she was the
instrument of none. She listened, she weighed, she used or put by
the counsels of each in turn, but her policy as a whole was her own.

[t was a policy, not of genius, but of good sense. Her aims were
simple and obvious : to preserve her throne, to keep England out
of war, to restore civil and religious order. Something of womanly
caution and timidity perhaps backed the passionless indifference
with which she set aside the larger schemes of ambition which were
ever opening before her eyes. She was resolute in her refusal of
the Low Countries. She rejected with a laugh the offers of the
Protestants to make her “ head of the religion” and “ mistress of
the seas.” But her amazing success in the end sprang mainly
from this wise limitation of her aims. She had a finer sense than
any of her counsellors of her real resources ; she knew instinctively
how far she could go, and what she could do. - Her cold, critical
intellect was never swayed by cnthusiasm or by panic either to
. exaggerate or to under-estimate her risks or her power.
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Sc. 111 Of political wisdom indeed in its larger and more generous
Euzamern sense Elizabeth had little or none ; but her political tact was
15-?,8 unerring. She seldom saw her course at a glance, but she played
1560 with a hundred courses, fitfully and discursively, as a musician runs

his fingers over the key-board, till she hit suddenly upon the right
one. Her nature was essentially practical and of the present. She
distrusted a plan in fact just in proportion to its speculative range
or its out-look into the future. Her notion of statesmanship lay in
watching how things turned out around her, and in seizing the
moment for making the best of them. A policy of this limited,
practical, tentative order was not only best suited to the England
of her day, to its small resources and the transitional character of
its religious and political belief, but it was one eminently suited to
Elizabeth's peculiar powers. It was a policy of detail, and in
details her wonderful readiness and ingenuity found scope for their
excrcise. “No War, my Lords,” the Queen used to cry imperiously
at the council-board, “ No War!" but her hatred of war sprang
less from her aversion to blood or to expense, real as was her
aversion to both, than from the fact that peace left the field open
to the diplomatic manceuvres ‘and intrigues in which she excelled.
Her delight in the consciousness of her ingenuity broke out in a
thousand puckish freaks, freaks in which one can hardly see any
purpose beyond the purpose of sheer mystification. She revelled in
“bye-ways"” and “ crooked ways.” She played with grave cabinets
as a cat plays with a mouse, and with much of the same feline
delight in the mere embarrassment of her victims. When she was
weary of mystifying foreign statesmen she turned to find fresh
sport in mystifying her own ministers. Had Elizabeth written the
story of her reign she would have prided herself, not on the triumph
of England or the ruin of Spain, but on the skill with which she
had hoodwinked and out-witted every statesman in Europe during
fifty years. Nor was her trickery without political value. Ignoble,
inexpressibly wearisome as the Queen’s diplomacy seems to us
now, tracing it as we do through a thousand despatches, it suc-
ceeded in its main end. It gained time, and every year that was
gained doubled Elizabeth’s strength, Nothing is more revolting in
the Queen, but nothing is more characteristic, than her shameless
mendacity. {le___mn age of political lyin:g_", but in the profusion.
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and recklessness of her lies Elizabeth stood without a peer in
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Christendom. A falschood was to her simply-an-intellectual means Fuizavers

— % "
of meeting a difficulty ; and the ease with which she asserted or
denied whatever suited her purpose was only equalled by the

cynical indifference with which she met the exposure of her lies as

WILLIAM CECIL, LORD BURLEIGH.
Picture in National Portrait Gallery

soon as their purpose was answered. The same purely intellectual
view of things showed itself in the dexterous use she made of her
very faults. Her levity cairied her gaily over moments of detection
and embarrassment where better women would have dicd of shame.
She screened her tentative and hesitating statesmanship under the
patural timidity and vacillation of her sex. She turned her very
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sec. il luxury and sports to good accourit. There were moments of grave

Euz,\nsr-,ru danger in her reign when the country remained indifferent to its
155

TO

1560

: =y — — — ” *

o, e
Q S

i \lUx»;;:
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perils, as it saw the Queen give her days to hawking and hunting,
and her nights to dancing and plays. Q‘Ier vanity and affectation,
her womanly fickleness and caprice, all had their part in the diplo-
matic comedies she played with the successive candidates for her
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hand. \ If political necessities made her life a lonely one, she had  sec. 111

at any rate the satisfaction of averting war and conspiracies by love ELizaweTn
1558
TO
1560

A ROYAL PICNIC.
Turberville, * Booke of Hunting," 1575,

sonnets and romantic interviews, or of gaining a year of tranquillity
by the dexterous spinning out of a flirtation.
As we track Elizabeth through her tortuous mazes of lying and
Mtrigue, the sense of her greatness is almost lost in a sense of
Vou. 11 3C



742

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP.

Sec. 111

ELIZABETH
1558
TO

1560

contempt. But wrapped as they were in a cloud of mystery, the
aims of her policy were throughout temperate and simple, and
they were pursued with a singular tenacity. The sudden acts of
energy which from time to time broke her habitual hesitation
proved that it was no hesitation of weakness. Elizabeth could wait
and finesse ; but when the hour was come she could strike, and
strike hard. Her natural temper indeed tended to a rash self-
confidence rather than to self-distrust.  She had, as strong natures
always have, an unbounded confidence in her luck. “ Her Majesty
counts much on Fortune,” Walsingham wrote bitterly ; “ 1 wish she
would trust more in Almighty God.” The diplomatists who
censured at one moment her irresolution, her delay, her changes of
front, censure at the mext her *“obstinacy,” her iron will, her
defiance of what seemed to them inevitable ruin. *“ This woman,”
Philip’s envoy-wrote after a wasted remonstrance, * this woman is
possessed by a hundred thousand devils.” To her own subjects,
indeed, who knew nothing of her manceuvres and retreats, of her
“ bye-ways " and “ crooked ways,” she seemed the embodiment of
dauntless resolution. Brave as they were, the men who swept the
Spanish Main or glided between the icebergs of Baffin's Bay never
doubted that the palm of bravery lay with their Queen. Her
steadiness and courage in the pursuit of her aims was equalled by
the wisdom with which she chose the men to accomplish them.
She had a quick eye for merit of any sort, and a wonderful power
of enlisting its whole energy in her service. The sagacity which
chose Cecil and Walsingham was just as unerring in its choice of
the meanest of her agents. Her success indeed in securing from
the beginning of her reign to its end, with the single exception of
Leicester, precisely the right men for the work she set them to do
sprang in great measure from the noblest characteristic of her
intellect. If in loftiness of aim her temper fell below many of the
tempers of her time, in the breadth of its range, in the universality
of its sympathy it stood far above them all. Elizabeth could
talk poetry with Spenser and philosophy with Bruno : she could

- discuss Euphuism with Lyly, and enjoy the chivalry of Essex ;

she could turn from talk of the last fashions to pore with Cecil
over despatches and Treasury books ; she could pass from tracking
traitors with Walsingham to settle points of doctrine with Parker,
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or to calculate with Frobisher the chances of a north-west passage  sec. 111
to the Indies. ('Thc versatility and many-sidedness of her mind Frzaners
enabled her to understand every phase of the intellectual move- |5r2§'8

ment of her day and to fix by a sort of instinct on its higher = 2=
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‘“ A HIEROGLYPHIC OF BRITAIN.”
Frontispiece to John Dee's *“ Arte of Navigation," A.D. 1577.

representatives) But the greatness of the Queen rests above all

on her power over her people. We have had grander and nobler

rulers, but none so popular as Elizabeth. The passion of love,

of loyalty, of admiration which finds its most perfect expression in

the * Faery Queen,” throbbed as intensely through the veins of

* her meanest subjects. To England, during her reign of half a
; yC
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century, she was a virgin and a Protestant Queen ; and her immo-
rality, her absolute want of religious enthusiasm, failed utterly to

blur the brightness of the national ideal.

Her worst acts broke

fruitlessly against the general devotion. A Puritan, whose hand she

CUP OF THE GOLDSMITHS' COMPANY,

Given by Queen Elizabeth to Sir M, Bowes,
Lord Mayor A.n. 1558,

Shaw, ** Dresses and Decorations.”

Elizabeth’s favour.

cut off in a freak of tyrannous
resentment, waved his hat with
the hand that left, and
shouted “God save Queen Eliza-
beth!” Of her faults, indeed,
England beyond the- circle of

was

her Court knew little or nothing.
The shiftings of her diplomacy
were never seen outside the royal
The
could only judge her foreign

closet. nation at large
policy by its main outlines, by its
temperance and good sense, and
above all by its success. But
every Englishman was able to
judge Elizabeth in her rule at
home, in her love of peace, her
instinct of order, the firmness
and moderation of her govern-
menf{, the judicious spirit of con-
ciliation and compromise among
warring factions which gave the
country an unexampled tran-
quillity at a time when almost
every other country in Europe
was torn with civil war)y Every
sign of the growing prosperity,
the sight of London as it become
the mart of the world, of stately
mansions as they rose on every

manor, told, and justly told, in

In one act of her civil administration she

showed the boldness and originality of a great ruler; for the

opening of her reign saw her face the social difficulty which had °
— 3 S ep—
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so long impeded English progress, by the issuc of a commission of sec 1

inquiry which ended in the solution of the problem by the system ELr:nslrru
oﬁ_@gr:lm She lent a ready patronage to the new commerce ; she 39

considered its extension and protection as a part of public policy, 1550
and her statue in the centre of the London Exchange was a tribute

on the part of the merchant class to the interest with which she
watched and shared personally in its enterprises. Her thrift won

a general gratitude. The memories .of the Terror and of the .
Martyrs threw into bright relief the aversion from bloodshed which

was conspicuous in her earlier reign, and never wholly wanting

through its fiercer close. Above all; there was a general confidence

in her instinctive knowledge of the national temper. (Her finger

was always on the public puise.) She knew exactly when she

could resist the feeling of her people, and when she must give way
before the new sentiment of freedom which her policy uncon-
sciously fostered. = But when she retreated, her defeat had all the
grace of victory; and the frankness and unreserve of her
surrender won back at once the love that her resistance had lost.
Her attitude at home, in fact, was that of a woman whose pride
in the well-being of her subjects, and whose longing for their
favour, was the one warm touch in the coldness of her natural
tempcr‘)tlf Elizabeth could be said to love anything, she loved
England.y “Nothing,” she said to her first Parliament in words of
unwuntca? fire, “ nothing, no worldly thing under the sun, is so dear
to me as the love and good-will of my subjects.” And the love
and good-will which were so dear to her she fully won.

She clung perhaps to her popularity the more passionately that
it hid in some measure from her the terrible loneliness of her life.
She was the last of the Tudors, the last of Henry's children ; and
her ncarest relatives were Mary Stuart and the House of Sufidlk,
one the avowed, the other the secret claimant of her throne. .
Among her mothet’s kindred she found but a single cousin,
Whatever womanly tenderness she had, wrapt itself around
Leicester ; but a marriage with Leicester was impossible, and every
other union, could she even have bent to one, was denied to her

~ by the political difficulties of her position. ,,The one cry of bitter-
ness which burst from Elizabeth revealed her terrible sense of the
* solitude of her life. “ The Queen of Scots,” she cried at the birth
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of James, “ has a fair son, and I am but a barren stock.”  But the
loneliness«of her position only reflected the loneliness of her nature: .
She stood utterly apart from the world around her, sometimes.
above it, sometimes below it, but never of it.) It was onlyon its
intellectual side that Elizabeth touched the England of her day:.
All its moral aspects. were simply dead to her. It was a time
when men were being lifted into nobleness by the new maral
energy which seemed suddenly to pulse through the whole people,
when honour and enthusiasm took colours of poetic beauty, and
religion became a chivalry. But the finer sentiments of the men
around her touched Elizabeth simply as the fair tints of a picture
would have touched her. She made her market with equal in-
difference out of the heroisin of William of Orange or the bigotry
of Philip. The noblest aims and lives were only counters on her
board. She was the one soul in her realm whom the news of St.
Bartholomew stirred to no thirst for vengeance ; and while Eng-
land was thrilling with its triumph over the Armada, its Queen
was coolly grumbling over the cost, and making her profit out of
the spoiled provisions she had ordered for the fleet that saved
her. \To the voice of gratitude, indeed, she was for the most part
deaf.) She accepted services such as were never rendered to any
other English sovereign without a thought of return. . Walsingham
spent his fortune in saving her life and her throne, and she left him
to die a beggar. But, as if by a strange irony, it was to this very
want of sympathy that she owed some of the grander features of
her character. \ If she was without love she was without hatcp She
cherished no petty resentments ;(shc never stooped to ervy or
suspicion of the men who served her) She was indifferent to abuse.
Her good-humour was never ruffled by the charges of wantonness
and cruelty with which the Jesuits filled every Court in Europe.
She was insensible to fear. Her life became at last the mark for
assassin after assassin, but the thought of peril was the one hardest
to bring home to her. "Even when the Catholic plots broke out
in her very household she would listen to no proposals for the
regoval of Catholics from her Court.

It was this moral isolation which told so strangely both for good
and for evil on her policy towards the Church.) The young Queen
was not without a sense of religion. But she was almost wholly
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destitute of spiritual emotion, or of any consciousness of the vast sec. 11

questions with which theology strove to deal. While the world Euzasers

around her was being swayed more and more by theological beliefs 1228
and controversies, Elizabeth was absolutely untouched by them. ot
She was a child of the Italian Renascence rather than of the

ew Learning of Colet or Erasmus, and her attitude towards the

enthusiasm of her time was that of Lorenzo de’ Medici towards
Savonarola. ) Her mind was unruffled by the spiritual problems
which were vexing the minds around her ; to Elizabeth indeed they
were not only unintelligible, they were a little ridiculous. ( She
had the same intellectual contempt for the superstition of the
Romanist as for the bigotry of the Protestant) While she ordered -
Catholic images to be flung into the fire, she quizzed the Puritans
as “brethren in Christ.” ( But she had no sort of religious aver-
sion for either Puritan or Papist.) The Protestants grumbled
at the Catholic nobles whom she admitted to the presence.
The Catholics grumbled at the Protestant statesmen whom she
called to her council-board. But to Elizabeth the arrange-
ment was the most natural thing in the world. She looked at
theological differences in a purely political light. She agreed
with Henry the Fourth that a kingdom was well worth a
Mass. It seemed an obvious thing to her to hold out hopes of
conversion as a means of deceiving Philip, or to gain a point in
negotiation by restoring the crucifix to her chapel. The first
interest in her own mind was the interest of public order, and she
never could understand how it could fail to be first in every one’s
mind. er ingenuity set itself to construct a system in which
ecclesiastical unity should not jar against the rights of conscience ; )

Q compromise which merely required outer “conformity” to the
stablished worship while, as she was never weary of repeating, it
“left opinion frec.”) he fell back from the very first on the system
of Henry the Eighth. )‘(,[ will do,” she told the Spanish ambassador,
“as my father did) She opened negotiations with the Papal See
till the Pope’s summons to submit her claim of succession to the
judgment of Rome made compromise impossible. {The first work of
her Parliament was to declare her legitimacy and title to the crown,
to restore the royal supremacy, and to abjure all foreign authority

. and jurisdiction) At her entry into London Elizabeth kissed the
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sec. 1 English Bible which the citizens presented to her and promised
Buzamers “ diligently to read therein.” Further she had no personal wish to
e go. b third of the Council and at least two-thirds of the people
1590 were as opposed to any radical changes in religion as the Quécn.>
mong the gentry the older and wealthier'were on the conservative
side, and only the younger and meaner on the othcr.} But it was
soon necessary to go further. [If the Protestants were the less num-
erous, they were the abler and the more vigorous party); and (the
exiles who returned from Geneva brought with them a fiercer hatred
of Catholicism. )go every Protestant the Mass was identified with
the fires of Smithfield, while Edward’s Prayer-book was hallowed by
the memories of the Martyrs.) But if Elizabeth won the Protestants
Actof by an Act of Uniformity which restored the English Prayer-book
jo(}{:::;f_y and enforced its use on the clergy on pain of deprivation, the altera-
1559 tions she made in its language showed her wish to conciliate the
Catholics as far as possible.}. She had no mind merely to restore
the system of the Protectorate. (Shc dropped the words “ Head of
the Church” from the royal tit]c.) The forty-two Articles which
Cranmer had drawn up were left in abeyance. If Elizabeth had
had her will, she would have retained the celibacy of the clergy
and restored the use of crucifixes in the churches, In part indeed
of her effort she was foiled by the increased bitterness of the
reformers. The London mob tore down the crosses in the streets.
Her attempt to retain the crucifix or enforce the celibacy of the
priesthood fell dead before the opposition of the Protestant clergy.
kOn the other hand, the Marian bishops, with a single exception,
discerned the Protestant drift of the changes she was making, and
bore imprisonment and deprivation rather than accept the oath
required by the Act of Suprcmacy.) But to the mass of the nation
the compromise of Elizabeth seems to have been fairly acceptable.
(_The bulk of the clergy, if they did not take the oath, practically sub-
mitted to the Act of Supremacy and adopted the Prayer-book! (Of
the few who openly refused, only two hundred were deprived, and
many went unharmed. ) No marked repugnance to the new worship _
was shown by the people at large ; aniElizabeth was able to turn
from questions of belief to the question of order. ?
Parker She found in Matthew Parker, whom Pole’s death enabled her

to raise to the see of Canterbury, an agent in the reorganization of ,
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the Church whose paticncc and moderation were akin to her own. se- 1m1

Theologically the Primate was a moderate man, but he was FEuzasern
1558
resolute to restore order in the discipline and worship of the =
1560
Church. (Ihc whole machinery of English religion had been 2

thrown out of gear by the rapid and radical changes of the past

ARCHBISHOP PARKER.
Engraving by G. Vertue, 1729, from an old picture.

[WO reigns. XThc majority of the parish priests were still Catholic
in heart } sometimes mass was celebrated at the parsonage for the
more rigid Catholics. and the new ccmmunion in church for the
more rigid Protestants. Sometimes both parties knelt together at
the same altar-rails, the one to receive hosts consecrated by the
. priest at home after the old usage, the other wafers consecrated in
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see. i1 Church after the new. (.In many parishes. of the north no change
Euzamern Of service was made at all. )@n the other hand, the new Protestant

1558
TO
1560

clergy were often unpopular, and rcused the disgust of the people
by their violence and greed. ) Chapters plundered their own estates
by leases and fines and by felling timber. (Thc marriages of the
clergy became a scandal, which was increased when the gorgeous
vestments of the old worship were cut up into gowns and bodices
for the priests’ wives he new services sometimes turned into
scenes of utter disorder where the clergy wore what dress they
pleased and the communicant stood or sate as he liked ; while the
old altars were broken down and the communion-table was often
a bare board upon trestles. (’Ihe people, naturally enough, were
found to be “utterly devoid of religion,} and came to church “as
to a May game.” \To the difficulties which Parker found in the
temper of the reformers and their opponents new difficulties were
added by the freaks of the Queen} If she had no convictions, she
had tastes ; and her taste revolted from the bareness of Protestant
ritual and above all from the marriage of priests. * Leave that
alone,” she shouted to Dean Nowell from the royal closet as he de-
nounced the use of images—*“stick to your text, Master Dean,
leave that alone!” When Parker was firm in resisting the intro-
duction of the crucifix or of celibacy, Elizabeth showed her
resentment at his firmness by an insult to his wife. Married ladies
were addressed at this time as “ Madam,” unmarried ladies as
“ Mistress : 7 and when Mrs. Parker advanced at the close of a
sumptuous entertainment at Lambeth to take leave of the Queen,
Elizabeth feigned a momentary hesitation. “ Madam,” she said
at last, “ 1 may not call you, and Mistress I am loth to call you ;
however, I thank you for your good cheer.” To the end of her
reign indeed Elizabeth remained as bold a plunderer of the wealth
of the bishops as either of her predecessors, and| carved out rewards
for her ministers from the Church-lands with a queenly disregard
of the rights of propcrt}g Lord Burleigh built up the estate of the
House of Cecil out of the’demesnes of the see of Peterborough. The
neighbourhood of Hatton Garden to Ely Place recalls the spoliation
of another bishopric in favour of the Queen’s sprightly chancellor.
Her reply to the bishop’s protest against this robbery showed what
Elizabeth meant by her Ecclesiastical Supremacy. “Proud .
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prelate,” she wrote, * you know what you were before I made vou  Swe. 111

what you are! If you do not immediately comply with my Euzasers

request, by God I will unfrock you.” [/ But freaks of this sort had 1558
little real influence beside the steady support which the Queen s
gave to the Primate in his work of order) She suffered no plunder

save her own, and she was earnest for the restoration of order and

decency in the outer arrangements of the Church. (The vacant

sees were filled for the most part with learned and able men ;'3

and England seemed to settle quietly down in a religious peace. 1559

The settlement of religion however was not the only pressing Scotland

care which met Elizabeth as she mounted the throne. C]"hc -

country was drained by war) et she could only free herself from war
and from the dependence on Spain which it involved, by acqui-
escing in the loss of Calais KBut though peace was won by the
sacrifice, France remained ‘openly hostile) the Dauphin and his
wife, Mary Stuart, had assumed the arms and style of King and
Queen of England ; and (thcir pretensions became a source of
immediate danger through the presence of a French army in
5c0tland.‘) To understand, however, what had taken place there
we must cursorily review the past history of the Northern Kingdom.
From the moment when England finally abandoned the fruitless
effort to subdue it the story of Scotland had been a miserable one.
Whatever peace might be concluded, a slecpless dread of the old
danger from the south tied the country to an alliance with France,
which dragged it into the vortex of the Hundred Years’ War. But
after the final defeat and capture of David in the field of Neville’s 1346
Cross the struggle died down on "both sides into marauding forays
and battles, like those of Otterburn and Homildon Hill, in which
alternate victories were won by the feudal lords of the Scotch or Eng-
lish border. The ballad of “ Chevy Chase ” brings home to us the
spirit of the contest, the daring .and defiance which stirred Sidney's
heart “ more than with a trumpet.”  But its effect on the internal
developement of Scotland was utterly ruinous. CThe houses of
Douglas and of March which it raised into supremacy only
interrupted their strife with England to battle fiercely with one
another or to coerce their King.") The power of the Crown sank in
fact into insignificance under the earlier sovereigns of the line of
Stuart which had succeeded to the throne on the extinction of the 1371
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src. 111 male line of Bruce. Invasions and civil feuds not only arrested

Luzasern  but even rolled back the national industry and prosperity. L’_l‘he
g country was a chaos of disorder and misrule, in which the peasant and
1569-  the trader were the victims of feudal outragc.) The Border became

a lawless land, where robbery and violence reigned utterly without
check. So pitiable scemed the state of the kingdom that the clans
of the Highlands drew together at last to swoop upon it as a certain
prey ; but the common peril united the factions of the nobles, and
the victory of Harlaw saved the Lowlands from the rule of the

SMAILHOLM, A BORDER TOWER IN ROXBURGHSHIRE.

1411 Celt. A great name at last broke the line of the Scottish kings.
Schooled by a long captivity in England, James the First returned
to his realm to be the ablest of her rulers as he was the first of

1424 her poets. [ In the thirteen years of a short but wonderful reign
justice and order were restored for a while, the Scotch Parliament
organized, the clans of the Highlands assailed in their own fast-
nesses and reduced to swear fealty to the “Saxon” King. C]ames
turned to deal with the great houses, but feudal violence was
still too strong for the hand of the law, and a band of ruffians who

1437 burst into the royal chamber left the King lifeless with sixteen
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sec. 11 stabs in his body. His death was the signal for a struggle

Fuzamets between the. House of Douglas and the Crown, which lasted
13-\5_)5 through half a century. Order, however, crept gradually in; the
5% exile of the Douglases left the Scottish monarchs supreme in the

Lowlands ; while their dominion over the Highlands was secured

E"

| =

WEST FRONT OF KING’S COLLEGE, ABERDEEN.
Built 1494.

by the ruin of the Lords of the Isles. But in its outer policy the
country still followed in the wake of France; |every quarrel
_between French King and English King brought danger with it on
the Scottish border ;ktill Henry the Seventh bound England and

1502 Scotland together for a time by bestowing in 1502 the hand of his
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daughter Margaret on the Scottish king. Y(l'he union was dissolved  sec. 111
however by the strife with France which followed the accession of Euvasern
Henry the Eighth ; war broke out anew, and the terrible defeat and 1:128
death of James the Fourth at Flodden Field involved his realm in  '5%
the turbulence and misrule of a minority.) (His successor James '5'3
the Fifth, though nephew of the English King, from the outset of

his reign took up an attitude hostile to England ; and Church and
people were ready to aid in plunging the two countries into a fresh
struggle. (His defeat at Solway Moss brought the young King
broken-hearted to his grave]  * It came with a lass, and it will go 1542
with a lass,” he cried, as they brought him on his death-bed the

news of Mary Stuart's birth. \UThe hand of his infant successor at

once became the subject of rivalry between England and Francc.)
kHad Mary, as Henry the Eighth desired, been wedded to Edward

the Sixth, the whole destinies of Europe might have been changed

by the union of the two realms ;) but the recent bloodshed had
embittered Scotland, and the high-handed way in which Somerset
pushed thc marriage project completed the brcach.\ (Somerset’s
invasion and victory at Pinkie Cleugh only enabled Mary of Guise, 1547
the French wife of James the Fifth, who had become Regent of

the realm at his death, to induce the Scotch estates to consent to

the union of her child with the heir of the French crown, the
Dauphin Francis.™y From that moment, as we have seen, the claims 1558
of the Scottish Queen on the English throne became so formidable

a danger as to drive Mary Tudor to her marriage with Philip of
Spain. (But the danger became a still greater one on the accession

of Klizabeth, whose legitimacy no Catholic acknowledged, and

whose religious attitude tended to throw the Catholic party into

her rival’s hands.

In spite of the peace with France, therefore, Francis and Mary Elizabeth
persisted in their pretensions ; and a French force landed at Leith, Sc:t?:nd
with the connivance of Mary of Guisc.) The appearance of this
force on the Border was intended to bring about a Catholic rising.

LBut the hostility between France and Spain bound Philip, for the
moment, to the support of Elizabeth ; and his 'influence over the 1559
Catholics secured quiet for a time. the Queen, too, played with
their hopes of a religious reaction by talk of her own reconciliation
with the Papacy and admission of a Papal legate to the realm, and
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Sec. 111

by plans for her marriage with an Austrian and Catholic prince.

Evzameru (Meanwhile she parried the blow in Scotland itself, where the

1558
TO
1560

1560

Reformation had begun rapidly to gain ground, by secretly
encouraging the “Lords of the Congregation ”—as the nobles
who headed the Protestant party were slyled— to rise against the
chcnt.) Since her accession Elizabeth's diplomacy had gained her
a yecar, and her matchless activity had used the year to good
purpose. Order was restored throughout England, the Church was
reorganized, the debts of the Crown were in part paid off, the treasury
was recruited, a navy created, and a force ready for action in the
north, when the defeat of her Scotch adherents forced her at last to
throw aside the mask. As yet she stood almost alone in her self-
rcliance.  Spain believed her ruin to be certain ; France despised
her chances ; her very Council was in despair. “The one minister in
whom she dared to confide was Cecil, the youngest and boldest of
her advisers, and even Cecil trembled for her success. But lies and
hesitation were no sooner put aside than the Queen's vigour and
tenacity came fairly into play. Ata moment when D’Oysel, the
French commander, was on the point of crushing the Lords of the
Congregation, an English fleet appeared suddenly in the Forth
and forced the Regent’s army to fall back upon Leith. The Queen
made a formal treaty with the Lords, and promised to assist them in
the expulsion of the strangers. Erancc wastorn byinternal strife, and
could send neither money nor men) In March, Lord Grey moved
over the border with 8,000 men to join the Lords of the Congrega-
tion in the siege of Leith. The Scots indeed gave little aid ; and
an assault on the town signally failed. Philip too in a sudden
jealousy of Elizabeth’s” growing strength demanded the abandon-
ment of the enterprise. - But Elizabeth was immovable. Famine
did its work better than the sword ; and in two treaties with the
Scotch and English, the envoys of Francis and Mary at last promised
to withdraw the French, and leave the government to a Council of
the Lords ; and acknowledged Elizabeth's title to her throne.~ A
Scotch Parliament at once declared Calvinism the national religion.
Both Act and Treaty indeed were set aside by Francis and Mary,
but Elizabeth’s policy had in fact broken the dependence of Scot-
land on France, and bound to her side the strongest and most
vigorous party among its nobles.
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Section IV.—England and Mary Stuart, 1560—1572 AYD MKy
1560
[Awthorities.—As before. Ranke's “ English History,”** History of the Re- g

1572
formation,” by Knox. Fer Mary Stuart, the works of Buchanan and Leslie, o
Melville's Memoirs, collections of Keith and Anderson. For the Dutch revolt
Motley's “ Rise of the Dutch Republic,” and * History of the United Nether-

lands.”]

The issue of the Scotch war revealed suddenly to Europe the Mary
vigour of Elizabeth, and the real strength of her throne, , She had Riuant
freed herself from the control of Philip, she had defied I-‘rancc,(shc
had averted the danger from the North by the creation of an
English party among the nobles of Scotlandy The same use of
religious divisions gave her a similar check on the hostility of
France: The Huguenots, as the Irench Protestants were called,
had become a formidable party under the guidance of the Admiral [ -
Coligni, and the defeat of their rising against the family of the |
Guises, who stood at the head of the French Catholics and were
supreme at the Court of Francis and Mary, threw-them on the
support and alliance of Elizabeth. » But if the decisive outbreak of 1560
the great religious struggle, so long looked for between the Old
Faith and the New, gave Elizabeth strength abroad, it weakened
her at home. Her Catholic subjects lost all hope of her conversion
as they saw the Queen allying herself with Scotch Calvinists and
French Huguenots ; her hopes of a religious compromise in
matters of worship vere broken by the issue of a papal brief which
forbade attendance at the English service ; and Philip of Spain,
freed like herself from the fear of Franee by its religious divisions, -
had less reason to hold the English Catholics in check. [ He was
preparing, in fact, to take a new political stand as the patron of
Catholicism throughout the world ; and his troops were directed to
support the Guises in the civil war which broke out after the death
of Francis the Second, and to attack the heretics wherever they
might find them.y * Re]iglon, he told Elizabeth, “ was being made
a cloak for anar¢hy and revolution.” It was at the moment (when
the last hopes of the ¥nglish Catholics were dispelled by the
Queens refusal to take part in the Council of Trent that Mary  is6x
Stuart whom the death of her husband had left a stranger in
. Vo II 3D
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sec.1v France, landed at Leith. Girl as she was, and she was only
Exaaso  nineteen, she was hardly inferior in intellectual power to Elizabeth
anD Mary . = L iy ] |
stuart  herself, while in fire and grace and brilliancy of temper she stooc

ROCM IN KEEP OF CRAIGMILLAR CASTLE,
Residence of Mary Stuart.

high above her. She brought with her the voluptuous refinement
of the French Renascence : she would lounge for days in bed, and
rise only at night for dances and music. But her frame was of iron,
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and incapable of fatigue ; she galloped ninety miles after her last  see.1v

defeat without a pause save to change horses.  She loved risk and
adventure and the ring of arms; as she rode in a foray to the north,
the grim swordsmen beside her heard her wish she was a man, “ to
linow what life it was to lie all night in the fields, or to walk on the
cawsey with a Glasgow buckler and a broadsword.”  But in the
closet she was as cool aud astute a politician as Elizabeth herself ;
with plans as subtle, but of a far wider and grander range than the
Queen’s. *“ Whatever policy is in all the chief and best practised
heads of France,” wrote an English envoy, “whatever craft, false-
hood, and deceit is in all the subtle brains of Scotland, is either
fresh in this woman's memory, or she can fetch it out with a wet
finger.” Her beauty, her exquisite grace of manner, her generosity
of temper and warmth of affection, her frankness of speech, her
sensibility, her gaiety, her womanly tears, her manlike courage,
the play and frecedom of her nature, the flashes of poetry that
broke from her at every intense moment of her life, flung a
spell over friend or foe, which has only deepened with the lapse
of years. Even to Knollys, the sternest Puritan of his day, she
seemed in her captivity to be “a notable woman” * She
seemeth to regard no ceremonious honour besides the acknowledg-
ment of her estate royal. She showeth a disposition to speak
much, to be bold, to be pleasant, to be very familiar. She showeth
a great desirc to be avenged on her enemies. She showeth a
readiness to expose herself to all perils in hope of victory. She
desireth much to hear of hardiness and valiancy, commending by
name all approved hardy men of her country though they be her
enemices, and she concealeth no cowardice even in her friends.”  As
yet men knew nothing of the stern bigotry, the intensity of passion,
which lay beneath the winning surface of Mary's womanhood. But
they at once recognized her political ability. She had seized
eagerly on the new strength which was given her by her husband’s
death. Her cause was no longer hampered, cither in Scotland or
in England, by a national jealousy of French interference. It was
with a resolve to break the league between Elizabeth and the
Scotch Protestants, to unite her own realm around her, and thus to
give a firm base for her intrigues among the English Catholics, that

Mary landed at Leith. Ehe effect of her presence was marvellous,
3Da2
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Her personal fascination revived the national loyalty, and swept all
Scotland to her feet. Knox, the greatest and sternest of the
Calvinistic preachers, alone withstood her spell.  The rough Scotch
nobles owned that there was in Mary * some enchantment whereby
men are bewitched.” A promise of religious toleration united her

subjects in support of the claim which she advanced to be named

JOHN KNOX.
After H, Hondius.

Elizabeth's successor. But the question of the succession, like the
question of her marriage, was with Elizabeth a question of life and
death. Her wedding with a Catholic or a Protestant suitor would
have been equally the end of her system of balance and national
union, a signal for the revolt of the party which she disappointed
and for the triumphant dictation of the party which she satisfied.
“If a Catholic prince come here,” a Spanish ambassador wrote
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while pressing an Austrian marriage, “the first Mass he attends  sec 1v
will be the signal for a revolt.” It was so with the question of the Exciawn

AND ARY
succession.  To name a Protestant successor from the House of — Stvaer

. - i . 5 1560
Suffolk would have driven every Catholic to insurrection. To %

name Mary was to stir Protestantism to a rising of despair, and to =2
leave Elizabeth at the mercy of every fanatical assassin who wished

to clear the way for a Catholic ruler. “1 am not so foolish,”

was the Queen’s reply to Mary, “as to hang a winding-sheet before

my eyes.”

But the pressure on her was great, and Mary looked to the  The
triumph of Catholicism in France to increase the pressure. It was R
this which drove Elizabeth
to listen to the cry of the
Huguenots at the moment
when they were yielding to
the strength of the Guises,
Hate war as she might, the
instinct of sclf-preservation
dragged her into the great
struggle ; and in spite of
the menaces of  Philip,
money and six thousand
men were promised to the
aid of the Protestants under
Condé. But a fatal over-
throw of the Huguenot
army at Dreux left the
Guises masters of France o
and brought the danger to ARG IY AkmitoE sous 0n wat or
the very doors of England.

The hopes of the English Catholics rose higher. Though the
Pope delayed to issue his Bull of Deposition, a Papal brief pro- 1362
nounced joining in the Common Prayer schismatic, and forbade
the attendance of Catholics at church. With the issue of this
brief the conformity of worship which Elizabeth had sought to
establish came to an end. The hotter Catholics withdrew from
church. Heavy fines were laid on them as recusants ; fines which,
as their numbers increased. became a valuable source of supply
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sec. IV for the exchequer, But no fines could compensate for the moral

ExcLaxn - blow which their withdrawal dealt. It was the beginning of a
AND Mary

SI;E;T struggle which IElizabeth had averted through three memorable
To  years. DProtestant fanaticism met Catholic fanaticism. The
5 tidings of Dreux spread panic through the realm. Parliament
1563 showed its terror by measures of a new severity. “ There
has been enough of words,” said the Queen's minister, Sir
Francis Knollys; “it were time to draw sword” |The sword
was drawn in a Test Act, the first in a scries of penal statutes
which weighed upon English Catholics for two hundred years.
By this statute an oath of allegiance to the Quecen and abjura-
tion of the temporal authority of the Pope was exacted from all
holders of office, lay or spiritual, with the exception of peers.
Its effect was to place the whole power of the realm in the hands,
cither of Protestants, or of Catholics who accepted Elizabeth's
legitimacy and her ecclesiastical jurisdiction in the teeth of the
Papacy. Caution indeed was used in applying this test to the
laity, but pressure was more roughly put on the clergy. Many of
the parish priests, though they had submitted to the use of the
Prayer-book, had not taken the oath preseribed by the Act of
Uniformity. As yet Elizabeth had cautiously refused to allow any
strict inquiry into their opinions, But a commission was now
opened by her order at Lambeth, with the Primate at its head,
to enforce the Act; while thirty-nine of the Articles drawn up
under Edward were adopted as a standard of faith, and acceptance

of them demanded of the clergy.
The It is possible that Elizabeth might have clung to her older policy
h?::ﬁ;?; of conciliation had she foreseen how suddenly the danger that
appalled her was to pass away. At this crisis she was able, as
usual, to “count on Fortune.” The assassination of the Duke of
Guise broke up his party; a policy of moderation and balance
prevailed at the French Court; Catharine of Medicis was now
supreme, and her aim was still an aim of peace. The Queen's good
luck was chequered by a merited humiliation. She had sold her
aid to the Huguenots in their hour of distress at the price of the
surrender of Havre, and Havre was again wrested from her by the
reunion of the French parties. Peace with France in the following

spring secured her a year's respite in her anxieties ; and Mary
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was utterly foiled in her plan for bringing the pressure of a united
Scotland, backed by France, to bear upon her rival. But the
defeat only threw her on a yet more formidable scheme. She was
weary of the mask of religious indifference which her policy had
forced her to wear with the view of securing the general support of
her subjects.  She resolved now to appeal to the English Catholics
on the grounds of Catholicism. Next to the Scottish Queen in the
line of blood stood Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, a son of the
Countess of Lennox, and grandson of Margaret Tudor by her
second marriage with the Earl of Angus, as Mary was her grand-
child by Margaret's first marriage with James the Fourth. Though
the House of Lennox conformed to the new system of English
worship, its sympathics were known to be Catholic, and the hopes
of the Catholics wrapped themselves round its heir. It was by a
match with Henry Stuart that Mary now determined to unite the
forces of Catholicismm.  The match was regarded on all sides as a
challenge to Protestantism. Philip had till now looked upon
Mary's system of toleration and on her hopes from France with
equal suspicion.  But he now drew slowly to her side.  * She is the
one gate,” he owned, “ through which Religion can be restored in
England. All the rest are closed.” It was in vain that Elizabeth
strove to prevent the marriage by a threat of war, or by sccret
plots for the seizure of Mary and the driving of Darnley back over
the border. The Lords of the Congregation woke with a start
from their confidence in the Queen, and her half-brother, Lord
James Stuart, better known as Earl of ‘Murray, mustered his
Protestant confederates.  But their revolt was hardly declared
when Mary marched on them with pistols in her belt, and drove
their leaders helplessly over the border. A rumour spread that
she was in league with Spain and with France, where the influence
of the Guises was again strong. Elizabeth took refuge in the
meanest dissimulation, while the announcement of Mary’s
pregnancy soon gave her a strength which swept aside Philip’s
counsels of caution and delay. * With the help of God and of your
Holiness,” Mary wrote to the Pope, “I will leap over the wall.”
Rizzio, an Italian who had counselled the marriage, still remained
her adviser, and the daring advice he gave fell in with her natural
temper. She demanded a recognition of her succession. She
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resolved in the coming Parliament to restore Catholicism in Scot-
land and to secure the banishment of Murray and his companions.
The English Catholics of the north were ready to revolt as soon as
she was ready to aid them. No such danger had ever threatened
Elizabeth as this, but again she could “trust to Fortune” Mary
had staked all on her union with Darnley, and yet only a few
months had passed since her wedding day, when men saw that she
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“hated the King.” The boy turned out a dissolute, insolent hus-
band, and Mary's scornful refusal of his claim of the *crown
matrimonial,” a refusal which Darnley attributed to Rizzio's
counsels, drove his jealousy to madness. At the very moment
when the Queen revealed the extent of her schemes by her
dismissal of the English ambassador, the young King, followed by
his kindred the Douglases, burst into her chamber, dragged Rizzio
from her presence, and stabbed him brutally in an outer chamber.
.The darker features of Mary's character were now to develop
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themselves. Darnley, keen as was her thirst for vengeance on him,
was needful to the triumph of her political aims. She masked her
hatred beneath a show of affection, which succeeded in severing the
wretched boy from his fellow-conspirators, and in gaining his help
in an escape to Dunbar. Once free, she marched in triumph on
Edinburgh at the head of cight thousand men under the Earl of
Bothwell, while Morton, Ruthven, and Lindesay fled in terror over
the border. With wise dissimulation, however, she fell back on her
system of religious toleration. But her intrigues with the English
Catholics were never interrupted, and her Court was full of refugees
from the northern counties. “ Your actions,” Llizabeth wrote in a
sudden break of fierce candour, ¢ are as full of venom as your words
arc of honey."  The birth of her child, the future James the Sixth
of Scotland and First of England, doubled Mary's strength. “ Your
friends are so increased,” her ambassador wrote to her from Eng-
land, “ that many whole shires are ready to rebel, and their captains
named by election of the nobility.” The anxiety of the English
Parliament which met at this crisis proved that the danger was felt
to be real. The Houses saw but one way of providing against it,
and they renewed their appeal for the Queen’s marriage and for a
settlement of the succession. As we have scen, both of these
measures involved cven greater dangers than they averted ; but
Elizabeth stood alone in her resistance to them. To settle the
succession was at once to draw the sword. The Queen therefore
on this point stood firm. The promise to marry, which she gave
after a furious burst of anger, she was no doubt resolved to evade
as she had evaded it before. But the quarrel with the Commons
which followed on her prohibition of any debate on the succession,
a quarrel to which we shall recur at a later time, hit Elizabeth
hard. It was “secret foes at home,” she told the Commons as their
quarrel passed away in a warm reconciliation, “who thought to
work me that mischief which never foreign enemies could bring to
pass, which is the hatred of my Commons. Do you think that
either I am so unmindful of your surety by succession, wherein is
all my care, or that I went about to break your liberties? No! it
never was my meaning ; but to stay you before you fell into the
ditch.” It was impossible for her, however, to explain the real
reasons for her course, and the dissolution of the Parliament left.
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her face to face with a national discontent added to the ever-
deepening peril from without.

One terrible event suddenly struck light through the gathering
clouds. Mary had used Darnley as a tool to effect the ruin of his
confederates and to further her policy, but since his share in
Rizzio’s murder she had loathed and avoided him. Ominous words
dropped from her Jips.  “ Unless she were freed of him some way,”

she said, “she had no pleasure to live.”  Her purpose of vengeance

BO'THWELL CASTLE, CLYDFSDALE,

was quickened by her passion for the Earl of Bothwell, the boldest
and most unscrupulous of the border nobles.  The Earl's desperate
temper shrank from no obstacles to a union with the Queen.
Divorce would free him from his own wife. Darnley might be
struck down by a conspiracy of the lords whom he had deserted
and betrayed, and who still looked on him as their bitterest foe.
The exiled nobles were reczalled ; there were dark whispers among
the lords. The terrible secret of the deed which followed is still
wrapt in a cloud of doubt and mystery which will probably never
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sec. v be wholly dispelled. The Queen’s mood seemed suddenly to

Exciaxo  change. Her hatred to Darnley passed all at once into demon-
AND MARY v

Sruart  gtrations of the old affection. IHe had fallen sick with vice and
1560

T0 misery, and she visited him on his sick bed, and persuaded him to
B follow her to Edinburgh.  She visited him again in a ruinous and
lonely house near the palace, in which he was lodged by her order,
kissed him as she bade him farewell, and rode gaily back to a
1567 wedding-dance at Holyrood. Two hours after midnight an awful

explosion shook the city; and the burghers rushed out from the

gates to find the house of Kirk o' Field destroyed, and Darnley’s

LINLITHGOW PALACE AND TOWN.
Sleser, ** Theatrum Scotiw,” 1693.

body dead beside the ruins. The murder was undoubtedly the
deed of Bothwell. His servant, it was soon known, had stored the
powder bencath the King's bed-chamber; and the Earl had
watched without the walls till the deed was done. But, in spite of
gathering suspicion and of a charge of murder made formaliy
against him by Lord Lennox, no serious steps were taken to
investigate the crime ; and a rumour that Mary purposed to marry
the murderer drove her friends to despair. Her agent in England
wrote to her that “if she married that man she would lose the
favour of God, her own reputation, and the hearts of all England,
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Ireland, and Scotland.” But every stronghold in the kingdom was  sec. 1v

soon placed in Bothwell's hands, and this step was the prelude to a A':T.Ut\'i:}{-'u
trial and acquittal which the overwhelming force of his followers in “l"b‘c‘)‘
Edinburgh turned into a bitter mockery. A shameless suit for his 1
divorce removed the last obstacle to his ambition ; and a seizure of i

the Queen as she rode to Linlithgow was followed by a marriage.

CHAPEL, HOLYROOD PALACE.,
Ruined in the rising against Mary, 1567.

In a month more all was over. The horror at such a marriage
with a man fresh from her husband’s blood drove the whole nation
to revolt. Its nobles, Catholic as well as Protestant, gathered in
arms at Stirling ; and their entrance into Edinburgh roused the
capital into insurrection. Mary and the Earl advanced with a fair
i:orce to Seton to encounter the Lords; but their men refused tu
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fight, and Bothwell galloped off into lifelong exile, while the Queen
was brought back to Edinburgh in a frenzy of despair, tossing
back wild words of defiance to the curses of the crowd. From
Edinburgh she was carried a prisoner to the fortress of Lochleven ;
as the price of her life she was forced to resign her crown in favour
of her child, and to name her brother, the Earl of Murray, who was
now returning from France, as Regent. In July the babe was
solemnly crowned as James the Sixth.

For the moment England was saved, but the ruin of Mary's
hopes had not come one instant too soon. The great conflict
between the two religions, which had begun in France, was slowly
widening into a general struggle over the whole face of Europe.
For four yecars the balanced policy of Catharine of Medicis had
wrested a truce from both Catholics and Huguenots, but Cond¢ and
the Guiscs again rose in arms, each side cager to find its profit in
the new troubles which now broke out in Flanders. For the long
persecution of the Protestants there, and the unscrupulous invasion
of the constitutional liberties of the Provinces by Philip of
Spain, had at last stirred the Netherlands to revolt, and the
insurrection was seized by Philip as a pretext for dealing a blow
he had long meditated at the growing heresy of this portion of his
dominions. At the moment when Mary entered Lochleven, the
Duke of Alva was starting with an army of ten thousand men on
his march to the Low Countries ; and with his easy triumph over
their insurgent forces began the terrible series of outrages and
massacres which have made his name infamous in history. No
event could be more embarrassing to Elizabeth than the arrival of
Alva in Flanders. His extirpation of heresy there would prove
the prelude for his co-operation with the Guises in the extirpation
of heresy in France.  Without counting, too, this future danger,
the triumph of Catholicism and the presence of a Catholic army in
a country so closcly connected with England at once revived the
dreams of a Catholic rising against her throne ; while the news of
Alva’s massacres stirred in every one of her Protestant subjects a
thirst for revenge which it was hard to hold in check. Yet to strike
a blow at Alva was impossible, for Antwerp was the great mart of
English trade, and a stoppage of the trade with Flanders, such as
war would bring about, would have broken half the merchants in
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London. Every day was deepening the perplexities of Elizabeth,
when Mary succeeded in making her escape from Lochleven.
Defeated at Langside, where the energy of Murray promptly
crushed the rising of the Catholic nobles in her support, she
abandoned all hope of Scotland ; and changing her designs with
the rapidity of genius, she pushed in a light boat across the
Solway, and was safe before evening fell in the castle of Carlisle.
The presence of Alva in Flanders was a far less peril than the

CARLISLE CASTLE

presence of Mary in Carlisle. To retain her in England was to
furnish a centre for revolt ; Mary herself indeed threatened that “if
they kept her prisoner they should have enough to do with her.”
Her ostensible demand was for English aid in her restoration to
the throne, or for a free passage to France ; but compliance with
the last request would have given the Guises a terrible weapon
against Elizabeth and have ensured a new French intervention in
Scotland, while to restore her by arms to the crown she had lost
was impossible. Till Mary was cleared of guilt, Murray would hear
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nothing of her return, and Mary refused to submit to such a trial as
would clear her. *So eager, however, was Elizabeth to get rid of the
pressing peril of her presence in England,
that Mary's refusal to submit to any
trial only drove her to fresh devices for
her restoration. She urged upon Murray
the suppression of the graver charges, and
upon Mary the leaving Murray in actual
possession of the royal power as the price
of her return. Neither however would
listen to terms which sacrificed both to
Elizabeth’s self-interest ; the Regent per-
sisted in charging the Queen with murder
and adultery, while Mary refused either
to answer or to abdicate in favour of her

infant son. The triumph indeed of her

CANDLESTICR Ol MARY bold policy was best advanced, as the

. o SEHARES Queen of Scots had no doubt foreseen,
Now at Holland House. Lo : )

by simple inaction. Her misfortunes, her

resolute denials, were gradually wiping away the stain of her guilt,

and winning back the Catholics of England to her cause. Eliza-

beth “had the wolf by the cars,” while the fierce contest which
Alva's presence roused in the Netherlands and in France was firing
the temper of the two great parties in England.

In the Court, as in the country, the forces of progress and of
resistance stood at last in sharp and declared opposition to cach
other. Cecil at the head of the Protestants demanded a general
alliance with the Protestant Churches throughout Europe, a war
in the Low Countries against Alva, and the unconditional sur-
render of Mary to her Scotch subjects for the punishment she
deserved. The Catholics on the other hand, backed by the mass of
the Conservative party with the Duke of Norfolk at its head, and
supported by the wealthier merchants who dreaded the ruin of the
Flemish trade, were as carnest in demanding the dismissal of Cecil
and the Protesfants from the council-board, a steady peace with
Spain, and, though less openly, a recognition of Mary’s succession.
Elizabeth was driven to temporize as before. She refused Cecil’s
counsels ; but she sent money and arms to Condé, and hampered |
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Alva by seizing treasure on its way to him, and by pushing the sgc.1v
quarrel even to a temporary embargo on shipping either side the Esctaso

- AND Mary

sea. She refused the counsels of Norfolk ; but she would hear Stvaer
: : : . 1560
nothing of a declaration of war, or give any judgement on the 7o

1572

charges against the Scottish Queen, or recognize the accession of

James in her stead. The effect of Mary's presence in England was

seen in conspiracies of Norfolk with the Northern Earls and with

Spain. Llizabeth, roused to her dangcr, struck quick and hard.

Mary Stuart was given in charge to Lord Huntingdon.  Arundel,

Pembroke, and Lumley were secured, and Norfolk sent to the

Tower. But the disasters of the Huguenots in France, and the

news brought by a papal envoy that a Bull of Deposition against ﬁ:‘;‘;:’{‘

Elizabeth was ready at Rome, goaded the great Catholic lords to  sion

action, and brought about the rising of the Houses of Neville and 5%

of Percy. The entry of the Earls of Northumberland and West-

moreland into Durham proved the signal for revolt. The Bible

and Prayer-book were torn to pieces, and Mass said once more at

the altar of Durham Cathedral, before the Earls pushed on tc

Doncaster with an army which soon swelled to theusands of men

Their cry was “ to reduce all causes of religion to the old custom

and usage ;" and the Earl of Sussex, her general in the north, wrote

frankly to Elizabeth that “there were not ten gentlemen in Yorkshire

that did allow [approve] her proceedings in the cause of religion.”

But he was as loyal as he was frank, and held York stoutly while

the Queen ordered Mary's hasty removal to a new prison at

Coventry. The storm however broke as rapidly as it had gathered.

The mass of the Catholics throughout the country made no sign ;

and the Earls no sooner halted irresolute in presence of this

unexpected inaction, than their army caught the panic and dis-

persed.  Northumberland and Westmoreland fled, and were

followed in their flight by Leonard Dacres of Naworth, while their

miserable adherents paid for their disloyalty in bloodshed and ruin.

The ruthless measures of repression which closed this revolt were

the first breach in the clemency of Elizabeth's rule. But they were

signs of terror which were not lost on her opponents. It was the

general inaction of the Catholics which had foiled the hopes of the

northern Earls ; and Rome now did its best to stir them to activity

by publishing the Bull of Excommunication and Deposition against 1570
Vor. 11 3E
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sec. v the Queen, which had been secretly issued in the preceding year,

EwcLanp and was found nailed in a spirit of ironical defiance on the Bishop
AND ARY

ST;gT of London’s door. The Catholics of the north withdrew stubbornly
1;;2 from the national worship. Everywhere the number of recusants
=~ increased. Intrigues were busier than ever. The regent Murray
was assassinated, and Scotland plunged into war between the
adherents of Mary and those of her son. From the defeated
Catholics Mary turned again to the Duke of Norfolk, who stood at
the head of the Conservative peers. Norfolk had acquiesced in the
Treason of veligious compromise of the Queen, and professed himsclf a Pro-
No - testant while he intrigued with the Catholic party. He trusted
to carry the English nobles with him in pressing for his marriage
with Mary, a marriagc which should seem to take her out of the
hands of French and Catholic intriguers, to make her an English-
woman, and to settle the vexed question of the succession to the
throne. His dreams of such a union with Mary in the preceding
year had been detected by Cecil, and checked by a short sojourn
in the Tower ; but his correspondence with the Queen was renewed
on his release, and ended in an appeal to Philip for the intervention
of a Spanish army. At the head of this appeal stood the name of
Mary ; while Norfolk's name was followed by those of many lords
of “the old blood,” as the prouder peers styled themselves ; and
the significance of the request was heightened by gatherings of
Catholic refugees at Antwerp round the fugitive leaders of the
Northern Revolt.  Enough of these conspiracies was discovered to
rouse a fresh ardour in the menaced Protestants. The Parliament
met to pass an act of attainder against the Northern Earls, and to
declare the introduction of Papal Bulls into the country an act of
high treason. The rising indignation against Mary, as “the
daughter of Debate, who discord fell doth sow,” was shown in a
statute, which declared any person who laid claim to the crown
during the Qucen's life-time incapable of ever succeeding to it.
The disaffection of the Catholics was met by imposing on all
magistrates and public officers the obligation of subscribing to the
Articles of Faith,a measure which, in fact, transferred the adminis-
tration of justice and public order to their Protestant opponents.
Meanwhile, Norfolk's treason ripened into an eclaborate plot,
Philip had promised aid should the revolt actually break out; but
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the clue to these negotiations had long been in Cecil's hands, and  sec.1v

before a single step could be taken towards the practical rcalization ﬂf‘uf\-?:';;
of his schemes of ambition, they were foiled by Norfolk's arrest. '“"::t‘_‘ﬂ"'"'
With his death and that of Northumberland, who followed him to To
the scaffold, the dread of revolt within the realm which had so long s

hung over England passed quictly away. The failure of the two 1571
attempts not only showed the weakness and disunion of the party
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of discontent and reaction, but it revealed the weakness of all party
feeling before the rise of a national temper which was springing
naturally out of the peace of Elizabeth’s reign, and which a growing
sense of danger to the order and prosperity around it was fast
turning into a passionate loyalty to the Queen. It was not merely
against Cecil's watchfulness or Elizabeth's cunning that Mary and
Philip and the Percies dashed themselves in vain ; it was against a
new England. T
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Section V.—The England of Elizabeth

[ Awthorities.— For our constitutional history we have I’Ewes’ Journals and
Townshend's “ Journal of Parliamentary Proceedings from 1580 to 1601,” the
first detailed account we possess of the proceedings of our House of Commons.
The general survey given by Hallam (* Constitutional History ") is as judicious
as it is able. Macpherson in his * Annals of Commerce ” gives details of the
expansion of English Trade ; and Hakluyt's  Collection of Voyages” tells of
its activity. Some valuable details are added by Mr. Froude. The gencral
literary history is given by Craik (* History of English Literature”), who has
devoted a separate work to Spenser and his times ; and the sober but narrow
estimate of Mr. Hallam (*¢ Literary History”) may be contrasted with the more
brilliant though less balanced comments of M. Taine on the writers of the
Renascence. A crowd of biographers mark the new importance of individual
life wnd action.]

“1 have desired,” Elizabeth said proudly to her Parliament, “to
have the obedience of my subjects by love, and not by compulsion.”
It was a love fairly won by justice and good government. Buried
as she seemed in foreign negotiations and intrigues, Elizabeth was
above all an English sovereign. She devoted herself ably and
energetically to the task of civil administration. At the first
moment of relief from the pressure of outer troubles, she faced the
two main causes of internal disorder. The debasement of the
coinage was brought to an end in 1560. In 1561 a commission
was issued to inquire into the best means of facing the problem of
social discontent. Time, and the natural developement of new
branches of industry, were working quietly for the relief of the
glutted labour-market ; but a vast mass of disorder still existed in
England, which found a constant ground of resentment in the
enclosures and evictions which accompanied the progress of
agricultural change. It was on this host of “broken men” that
every rebellion could count for support; their mere existence
indeed was an encouragement to civil war ; while in peace their
presence was felt in the insecurity of life and property, in gangs of
marauders which held whole counties in terror, and in “sturdy
beggars ” who stripped travellers on the road. Under Elizabeth as
under her predecessors the terrible measures of repression, whose
uselessness More had in vain pointed out, went pitilessly on; we
find the magistrates of Somersetshire capturing a gang of a hundred
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at a stroke, hanging fifty at once on the gallows, and complaining
bitterly to the Council of the necessity for waiting till the Assizes
before they could enjoy the spectacle of the fifty others hanging
beside them. But the Government were dealing with the difficulty
in a wiser and more cffectual way. The old powers to enforce
labour on the idle and settlement on the vagrant class were con-
tinued ; and cach town and parish was held responsible for the
relicf of its indigent and disabled poor, as well as for the employ-
ment of able-bodied mendicants.  But a more efficient machinery
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Holinshed's History, 1577,

was gradually devised for carrying out the reiief and employment
- of the poor. Funds for this purpose had been provided by the
collection of alms in church ; but the mayor of cach town and the
churchwardens of each country parish were now directed to draw
up lists of all inhabitants able to contribute to such a fund, and on
a persistent refusal the justices in sessions were empowered to
assess the offender at a fitting sim and to enforce its payment by
imprisonment. The principles embodied in these measures, that of
local responsibility for local distress, and that of a distinction
between the pauper and the vagabond, were more clearly defined
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in a statute of 1572. By this Act the justices in the country
districts and mayors and other officers in towns were directed to
register the impotent poor, to settle them in fitting habitations and
to assess all inhabitants for their support. Overseers were
appointed to enforce and superintend their labour, for which wool,
hemp, flax, or other stuff was to P
be provided at the expense of the
inhabitants ; and houses of correction
were established in every county for Y J
obstinate vagabonds or for paupers /3% A
refusing to work at the overseers’ / AR

ferred to these oversecers the collec-

bidding. A subsequent Act trans- ‘,[-\ 77 N
R

tion of the poor rate, and powers N "‘ ¥

were given to bind poor children as

apprentices, to crect buildings for the
improvident poor, and to force the

parents and children of such paupers "
-

|
to maintain them. The well-known ' v
Act which matured and finally estab- _4 it
7

lished this system, the 43rd of Eliza-

Iy
il /7
N M /
beth, remained the base of our system | g
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of pauper administration until a time

. . . . . J
within the recollection of living men. T | M —
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Whatever flaws a later experience has oA %\\ i
found in these measures, their wise (A, N S
and humane character formed a strik-  THOMAS WEKES, JURAT (ONE OF
. s . . THE TOWN COUNCIL) OF
ing contrast to the legislation which HASTINGS, d. 1563

had degraded our statute-book from "’“‘;};‘J:"'ﬁ'{‘;‘:",‘; ‘(J"‘;;‘;;t:;:“"g“
the date of the Statute of Labourers ;

and their efficacy at the time was proved by the cessation of the
social danger against which they were intended to provide.

Its cessation however was owing, not merely to law, but to the
natural growth of wealth and industry throughout the country.
The change in the mode of cultivation, whatever social embarrass-
ment it might bring about, undoubtedly favoured production.
Not only was a larger capital brought to bear upon the land, but
the mere change in the system introduced a taste for new and
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better modes of agriculture ; the breed of horses and of cattle Sec. v

was improved, and a far greater use made of manure and dress- X
NGLAN
ings. One acre under the new system produced, it was said, as %

ELizABETH
much as two under the old. As a more careful and constant —

cultivation was introduced, a greater number of hands were re-
quired on every farm ; and much of the surplus labour which had
been flung off the land in the commencement of the new system
was thus recalled to it.  But a far more efficient agency in absorb-

BURROWES MALl, CHESHIRL, 1576.
Duchy of Lancaster Maps and Plans, Public Record Office

ing the unemployed was found in the developement of manufac-
tures. The linen trade was as yet of small value, and that
of silk-weaving was only just introduced. But the woollen
manufacture was fast becoming an important element in the
national wealth. England no longer sent her fleeces to be woven
in Flanders and to be dyed at Florence. The spinning of yarn,
the weaving, fulling, and dyeing of cloth, was spreading rapidly
from the towns over the country-side. The worsted trade,
.of which Norwich was the centre, extended over the whole of the



