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county and of Northamptonshire. His example was widely
followed ; and the general gatberings of the whole ministerial
body of the clergy, and the smaller assemblies for each diocese or
shire, which in the Presbyterian scheme bore the name of Synods
and Classes, began to be held in many parts of England for the
purposes of debate and consultation.~ The new organization was
quickly suppressed indeed, but Cartwright was saved from the
banishment which Whitgift demanded by a promise of submission ;
his influence steadily increased ; and the struggle, transferred to
the higher sphere of the Parliament, widened into the great contest
for liberty under James, and the Civil War under his successor.
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SLTHE MAP OF MOCKHBEGGAR HALL, WITH HIS SITUATION IN THE SPACIOUS
COUNTRY CALLED ANYWHERE.” -
Early Seventeenth Century, 3
Ballad in Roxburghe Collection.

-



g S PURITAN ENGLAND

967

1 .

Section II.—The First of the Stuarts, 1604—1623

[Authorities.—Mr. Gardiner's * History of England from the Accession of
James L.” is invaluable for its fairness and good sense, and for the fresh inform-
ation collected in it. We have Camden’s “ Annals of James 1.,” Goodman’s
“Court of James 1.,” Weldon's “Secret History of the Court of James 1.,"
Roger Coke's “ Detection,” the correspondence in the “ Cabala,” the letters in
the * Court and Times of James I.,” the documents in Winwood’s *“ Memorials
of State,” and the reported proceedings of the last two Parliaments. The
Camden Society has published the correspondence of James with Cecil, and
Walter Yonge's “ Diary.” The letters and works of Bacon (fully edited by Mr.
Spedding) are necessary for a knowledge of the period. Hacket's “ Life of

. Williams,” and Harrington’s “ Nuga Antiqua " throw valuable side-light on the

politics of the time. But the Stuart system can only be fairly studied in the
State-Papers, calendars of which are being published by the Master of the
Rolls.]. [The State Papers are now carried on to 1644, —ED.]

To judge fairly the attitude and policy of the English Puritans;
that is of three-fourths of the Protestants of England, at this
moment, we must cursorily review the fortunes of Protestantism
during the reign of Elizabeth. At its opening the success of the
Reformation scemed almost everywhere secure.  Already trium-
phant in the ncrth of Germany at the peace of Augsburg, it was
fast advancing to the conquest of the south, The nobles of
Austria as well as the nobles and the towns of Bavaria were
forsaking the'older religion. A Venctian ambassador estimated
the German Catholics at little, more than one-tenth of the whole
population of Germany.« The new faith was firmly established in
Scandma% Fastward the nobles of Hungary and Poland
becaﬁci?mtestﬁnts in.a mass. In the west France was yielding
more and more p rheresy Scotland flun off Catholicism under
M Ty and Eughﬁd veered round again to Protestantism under
et Qﬂy where the dead hand of Spain lay heavy, in

Cashl:l". in,&tagon, or in Italy, was the Reformation thoroughly

'ouf._;*‘aﬁd even the dead hand of Spain failed to crush

%ﬁ%l‘g il Countnes. But at the very instant of its
- . 3R2
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IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA.
Picture by Coello, in the House of the Jesuits at Mardrid
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seeming ‘triumph, the advance of the new religion was suddenly
arrested. The first twenty years of Elizabeth’s reign were a
period of suspense. The progress of Protestantism gradually
ceased. It wasted its strength in theological controversies and
persecutions, and in the bitter and venomous discussions between
the Churches which followed Luther and the Churches which
followed Zwingli or Calvin. .It was degraded and weakened by
the prostitution of the Reformation to political ends, by the greed
and worthlessness of the German princes who espoused its cause,
by the factious lawlessness of the nobles in Poland, and of the
Huguenots in I'rance. Meanwhile the Papacy succeeded in
rallying the Catholic world round the Council of Trent. The
Roman Church, enfeebled and corrupted by the triumph of ages,
felt at last the uses of adversity. Her faith was settled and
defined. The Papacy was owned afresh as the centre of Catholic
union. The enthusiasm of the Protestants roused a counter
enthusiasm among their opponents ; new religious orders rose to
meet the wants of the day ;(the Capuchins became the preachers
of Catholicism, the Jesuits became qg_t only its_preachers, but its

directors, its schoolmasters, its mISSIOI'I'ITl(:'s, its diplomatists. &

Their urganization, their blind obedience,stheit real ability, their
fanatical zeal galvanized the pulpit, the school, the confessional
into a new life. If the Protestants had enjoyed the profitable
monopoly of martyrdom at the opening of the century, the
Cathelics won a fair share of it as soon as the disciples pf Loyola
came to the front. The tracts which pictured the tortures of
Campian and Southwell roused much the same fire at Toledo.or
Vienna as the pages of Foxe had roused in England. “Even
learning came to the aid of the older faith, Bellarmine, the
greatest of controversialists at this time, Baronius, the most erudite
of Churcl'k historians, ‘were both Catholics. With a growing
me:qudxty of strehgtl}ﬁ:eh as this, we can hardly wonder that
the tlde-was seen at t to turn. A few years before the fight
i . Ar ) g;bohczsm began definitely to win ground.
~whéee Bavaria was restored to Rome, and

S0 Iong lukewm‘m in the fa:th at last
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munion with the general body of the Protestant Churches; and swc.1t
these again were more and more divided into two warring camps, Tus Fusr

THE
by the controversies about the Sacrament and Free Will.  Every- 5‘;"6‘;‘"
where the Jesuits won converts, and their peaceful victories were I;gs

soon backed by the arms of Spain. In the ficrce struggle which  —=
followed, Philip was undoubtedly worsted. England was saved by
its defeat of the Armada ; the United Provinces of the Netherlands
rose into a great Protestant power through their own dogged
heroism and the genius of William the Silent. France was rescued
from the grasp of the Catholic League, at a moment when all hope
seemed ‘gone, by the unconquerable energy of Henry of Navarre.
But even in its defeat Catholicism gained ground. In the Low
Countries, the Reformation was driven from the Walloon pro-
vinces, from Brabant, and from Flanders. In France Henry the
Fourth found himself obliged to purchase Paris by a mass; and
the conversion of the King was followed by a quiet breaking up
of the Huguenot party. Nobles and scholars alike forsook
Protestuntism ; and though the Reformation remained dominant
south of the Loire, it lost all hope of winning France as a whole to
its side. ' e ;

At the death of.Elizabethy therefore, the temper of every Puritan-
earnest Protestant, whether in England or abroad, was that of a et
man who, after cherishing the hupe of a crowning victory, is forced ~€hureh
to look on at a crushing and irremediable defeat, The dream of a
Reformation of the universal Church was utterly at an end. The
borders of Protestantism were narrowing every day, nor was
there a sign that the triumph of the Papacy was arrested. = As
hope after hope died into defeat and disaster, the mood of the
Puritan grew sterner and more intolerant. What intensified the
dread was a sense of defection and uncertainty within the pale of
the Church of “England itself. As a new Christendom fairly
emerged. from the‘--tfpub_l'_ed waters, the Renascence again made its
influence. felt. TIts voice was heard above all in the work of
H?dhef, and the appeal to reason and to humanity which there

- found expression coloured through its results the after history of
« the English Church. On the one hand the historical feeling
showed its*lf in a longing to ally the religion of the present with %ﬁ‘

ligion of the past, to claim part in the great heritage of — men
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Catholic tradition. Men like George Herbert started back from
the bare, intense spiritualism of the Puritan to find nourishment
for devotion in the outer associations which the piety of ages had
grouped around it, in holy places and holy things, in the stillness
of church and altar, in the awful mystery of sacraments. Men

like Laud, unable to find standing ground in the purely personal

GEORGE HERBERT,
From an Engroving by R. Wiite,

relation between man and God which  formed the basis of
Calvinism, fell back on the consciousness of a living Christendom,
which, torn.and rent as it seemed, was soon to resume its ancient
unity. On the other hand, the appeal which Hooker addressed to
reason produced a school of philosophical thinkers whose timid .
upgrowth was almost lost in the clash of warring creeds about
them, but who were destined—as the Latitudinarians of later days
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—to make a deep «impression on religious thought. As yet
however this rationalizing movement limited itself to the work of
moderating and reconciling, to recognizing with Calixtus the pet-
tiness of the points of difference which parted Christendom, and
the greatness of its points of agreement, or to revolting with
Arminius from the more extreme tenets of Calvin and Calvin's
followers. No men could be more opposed in their tendencies to
one another than the later High Churchmen, such as Taud, and
the later Latitudinarians, such as Hales. But to the ordinary
English Protestant both Latitudinarian and High Churchman
were equally hateful. To him the struggle with the Papacy was
not one for compfomise or comprehension. It was a struggle
between light and darkness, between life and death. No innovation
in faith or worship was of small account, if it tended in the
direction of Rome. Ceremonies, which in an hour of triumph
might have been allowed as solaces to weak brethren, he looked
on as acts of treason in this hour of defeat. The peril was too
great to admit of tolerance or moderation. Now that falschood
was gaining ground, the only security for truth was to draw a

hard and fast line between truth and falsehood. There was as yet _

indeed no general demand for any change in the form of Church
government, or of its relation to the State, but for some change in
the outer ritual of worship which should correspond to the advance
which had been made to a more pronounced Protestantism. We
see the Puritan temper in the Millenary Petition (as it was called),
which was presented to James the First on his accession by some
eight hundred clergymen, about a tenth of the whole number in
his realm. It asked for no change in the government or organiza-
tion of the Church, but for a reform of its courts, the removal of
superstitious usages from the Book of Common Prayer, the disuse
of lessons from the apocryphai books of Scripture, a more rigorous
observance of Sunday:, and the provision and training of preaching

ministers. Even statesmen who had little sympathy with the

rehgmq spirit about them pleaded for the ﬁurcha.sc of religious
and national union by ecclesiastical reforms. ~ “Why,” asked
Bacon, “should the civil state be purged and restored by good and
\ Wholesome laws made every three years in Parliament assembled,
' ' Tﬁdm as fast as time breedcth mischief, and contrari-
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see. 11 wise the ecclesiastical state still continue upon the dregs of time,
r:fﬁ:w and receive no alteration these forty-five years or more?” A
Stuarts  general expectation, in fact, prevailed that, now the Queen’s opposi-
l% tion was removed, something would be done. But, different as his
i theological temper was from the purely qccui.ar temper of Eliza-
beth, her successor was equally resolute against all changes in
Church matters.
D'il;hi:e No sovereign could have jarred against the conception of an
Right of English ruler which had grown up under Plantagenet or Tudor
Kiogs  ore utterly than James the First. His big head, his slobbering
tongue, his quilted clothes, his rickety legs, stood out in as
grotesque a contrast with all that men recalled of Henry or
Elizabeth as his gabble and rhodomontade, his want of personal -
dignity, his buffoonery, his coarseness of speech, his pedantry,
his contemptible cowardice. Under this ridiculous exterior
however lay a man of much natural ability, a ripe scholar
with a considerable fund of shrewdness, of mother-wit, and ready
repartce. His canny humour lights up the political and theo-
logical controversies of the time with quaint incisive phrases,
with puns and epigrams and touches of irony, which still retain
their savour. His reading, especially in theological matters, was
extensive ; and he was a voluminous auther on subjects which
ranged from predestination to tobacco. But his shrewdness and
learning only left him, in the phrase of Henry the Fourth, “the
wisest fool in Christendom.” He had the temper of a pedant,
a pedant’s conceit, a pedant’s love of thecries, and a pedant's
inability to bring his theories into any relation with actual facts.
AIll might have gone well had he confined himself to sﬁcculations
about witcheraft, about predestination, ‘about the noxiousness of
smoking. Unhappily for England and for his successor, he ¢clung
yet more passionately to theories of government which contained
within them the seeds of a death-struggle between his people and
the Crown. Even before his accession to the English throne, he
had formulated his theory of rule in a work on “ The True Law
of Free Monarchy;” and announced that, “although a good
King will frame his actions to be according to law, yet he is not .
bound thereto, but of his own will and for example-giving to
his subjects.” With the Tudor staa;esmen who used the phmse,

.
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“an absolute King,” or “an absolute monarchy,” meant a sovereign
or rule complete in themselves, and independent of all foreign
or Papal interference. james those to regard the words as
implying the monarch’s freedom from all control by law, or from
responsibility to anything but his own royal will. The King’s
theory however was made a system of government; it was soon,
as the Divine Right of Kings, to become a doctrine which bishops
preached from the pulpit, and for which brave men laid their
heads on the block. The Church was quick to adopt its sovereign’s
discovery. Convocation in its book of Canons denounced as a
fatal error the assertion that “all civil power, jurisdiction, and
authority were first derived from the people and disordered
multitude, or cither is originally still in them, or else is deduced
by their consent naturally from them ; and is not God's ordinance

originally descending from Him and depending upon Him.” In -

strict accordance with James's theory, these doctors declared
sovereignty in its origin to- be the prerogative of birthright,
and inculcated passive obedience to the monarch as a religious
obligation. Cowell, a civilian, followed up the discoveries of
Convocation by an announcement that “the King is above the
law by ‘his absolute power,” and that “ notwithstanding his oath
he 'may alter and suspend any particular law that seemeth hurtful
to the public estate” The book was suppressed on the remon-
strance of the House of Commons, but the party of passive
obedience grew fast. A few years before the death of James,
the University of Oxford decreed sole'mnly that “it was in no
casc lawful for subjects to make use of force against their princes,
or to appear offensively or defensively in the field against them.”
The King’s “arrogant speeches,” if they roused resentment in
the Parliaments to which they were addressed, created by sheer
force of repetition a certain belief in the arbitrary power they
challenged for the Crown. We may give one instance of their

\ tone from a speech delivered in the Star-Chamber. “As it is

atheism and blasphemy to dispute what God can do,” said James,
“so it is presumption and a high contempt in a subject to dispute
what a King can do, or to say that a King cannot do this or that.”
“If the practice should follow the positions,” once commented a
thoughtful observer on words such as these, “we are not likely
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THE TWO HOUSES OF CONVOCATION, 1623—1624.

Contenporary Print in British Museum.
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VI PURITAN ENGLAND

to leave. to our successors that freedom we rcccwe-d from our
forefathers.”

It is necessary to weigh throughout the course of James's
reign this aggressive attitude of the Crown, if we would rightly
judge what seems at first sight to be an aggressive tone in some of
the proceedings of the Parliaments. With new claims of power
such as these before thcm,‘}o have stood still would have been
ruin. The claim, too, was one which jarred against all that
was noblest in the temper of the time. Men were everywhere
reaching forward to the conception of law. Bacon seught
for law in material naturc; Hooker asserted the rule of law
over the spiritual world. The temper of the Puritan was eminently
a temper of law. The diligence with which he searched the
Scriptures sprang from his earnestness to discovera Divine Will
which in all things, great or small, he might implicitly obey.
But this implicit obedience was reserved for the Divine Will
alone; for human ordinances derived their strength only from
their correspondence with the revealed law of God. The Puritan
was bound by his very religion to examine every claim made
on his civil and spiritual obedience by the powers that be ; and to
own or reject the claim, as it accorded with the higher duty

which he owed to God. “In matters of faith,” Mrs. Hutchinson

tells us of her husband, *his reason always submitted to the
Word of God; but in all other things the greatest names in
the world would not lead him without reason.” It was plain
that an impassable gulf parted such a temper as this from the
temper of unquestioning devotion to the Crown which James
demanded. It was a temper not only legal, but even pedantic
in its l@a.hty, intolerant from its Very sense of a moral order
and ﬁw of the la.wlessness and disorder of a personal tyranny ;
a ten'Ipln' of cntleiqm, of judgement, and, if need be, of stubborn
and mﬁonqupmbbnreslstance ‘of a resistance which sprang, not
from tEQ. d}se!am;of _authority, but from the Puritan’s devotion
to an authority higher than that of kingsV But if thc theory
of a Divine R),ght of lﬁngs was certain to rouse against it all
the nob m&gm af Puritanism, there was somethmg ‘which
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of her ecclesiastical ‘Supremacy had been a sore” stumbling-block

to her subjects, but Elizabeth at least regarded the Supremacy |

simply as a branch of her ordinary prerogative. The theory
of James, however, was as different from that of Elizabeth, as
his view of kingship was different from hers. It was the outcome
of the bitter years of humiliation which he had endured in
Scotland in his struggle with Presbyterianism.e The Scotch
presbyters had insulted and frightened him| in the early days
of his reign, and he chose to confound Puritanism with Presby-
terianism.v No prejudice, however, was really requ.ired to suggest
his course. In itself it was logical, “and consistent with the
premisses from which it started. If theologically his opinions
were Calvinistic, in the ecclesiastical fabric of Calvinism, in- its
organization of the Church, in its annual assemblies, in its public
discussion and criticism of acts of government through the puipit,
he saw an organized democracy which threatened his crown.
The new force which had overthrown episcopacy in Scotland
was a force which might overthrow the monarchy itself. It was
the people which in its religious or its political guise was the
assailant of both. And as their foe was the same, so James
argued with the shrewd short-sightedness of his race; their cause
was the same. = “ No bishop,” ran his famous adage, * no King!”
Hopes of ccclesiastical ehange “found no echo in a King who,

_among -all. the charms that England presented him, saw none

Hampton
Court
Conference

1604

so attractive as its ordered and obedient Church, its synods that
met at the royal will, its courts. that carried out the royal

ordinances, its bishops that held themselves to be royal officers.

If he accepted the Millenary Petition, and summoneq a conference
of prelates and Puritan divines at Hampton Court, he showed
no purposc of discussing the grievances glleged. He revelied
in the opportunity for a display of his theological reading ; but
he viewed the Puritan demands in a purely political light. The
bishops declared that the insults he sho\vered on their opponents
were dictated by the Holy Ghost. The Puritans gﬂlltventured
to dispute his infallibility. James broke up the conference with
a threat which revealed the policy of the Crown. “1 will .;nske'
them conform,” he said of the remonstrants, ““ or I will ha.rry thgﬂflf
out of the land.”
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It is only by thoroughly realizing the temper of the nation
on religious and civil subjects, and the temper of the King, that
we can understand the long Parliamentary conflict which occupied
the whole of James's reign. But to make its details intelligible
we must briefly review the relations between the two Houses
and the Crown. The wary prescience of Wolsey had seen in
Parliament, even in its degradation under the Tudors, the
memorial of an older freedom, and a centre of national resistance
to the new despotism which Henry was establishing, should the
nation ever rouse itself to resist. Never perhaps was English
liberty in such deadly peril as when Wolsey resolved on the
practical suppression of the two Houses. But the bolder genius
of Cromwell set aside the traditions of the New Monarchy. His
confidence in the power of the Crown revived the Parliament
as an casy and manageable instrument of tyranny. The old
forms. of constitutional freedom were turned to the profit of
the royal despotism, and @ revolution which for the moment
left England absolutely at Henry’s feet was wrought out by a
series of parliamentary statutes. Throughout Henry’s reign
Cromwell's confidence was justified by the spirit of slavish
submission which pervaded the Houses. But the effect of the
religious change for which his measures made room began to
be felt during thé minarity of Edward‘ the Smth and the debates
and divisions on the religious reaction® which Mary pressed on
the Parliament were many and violent. A great step forward
was marked by the effort of the Crown to neutralize by “ manage-
ment” an opposition which it.could no longer overawe. The
Parliaments were packed with nominees of the Crown. Twenty-
two new bém‘gghs were created under Edward, fourteen under
Mary ; some, indeed, places entitled to representation by their
wealth and populatﬁn but the bulk of them small towns or
hamlets_ Whmh’lag wholly at the disposal of the royal Cmmcnl
Elizabeth adopteﬁ the system of her two predecessors, both in
the creation of boroughs and the recommendation of candidates ;
but her keen political instinct soon perceived the uselessness of
b°th preﬂients ‘She fell back as far as she could on Wolsey's
P°11¢? of practical abolition, and summoned Parliaments at longer
and igﬁger intervals. By rigid economy, by a policy of balance
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and peace, she strove, and for a long time succcssfully strove,
to avoid the necessity of assembling them at all. But Mary of
Scotland and Philip of Spain proved friends to English liberty
in its sorest need. + The struggle with Catholicism forced Elizabeth
to have more frequent recourse to her Parliament, and as she
was driven to appeal for increasing supplies the tone of the
Houses rose higher and higher. On the question of taxation
or monopolies her fierce spirit was forced to give way to their
demands. On the question of religion she refused all concession,
and England was driven to await a change of system from
her successor. But it is clear, from the earlier acts of his reign,
that James was preparing for a struggle with the Houses rather
than for a policy of concession. During the Quean’s reign, the
power of Parliament had sprung maiﬁly from the continuance of
the war, and from the necessity under which the Crown lay of
appealing to it for supplies. It is fair to the war party in Eliza-
beth’s Council to remember that they were fighting, not merely
for Protestantism abroad, but for constitutional liberty at home.
When Essex overrode Burleigh’s counsels of peace, the old minister
pointed to the words of the Bible, “a blood-thirsty gan shall
not live out half his days.” But Essex and his friends had nobler
motives for their policy of war than a thirst for blood ; as James
had other motives for his policy of peace than a hatred of blood-
shedding. The peace which he*hastened to conclude with Spain
was necessary to establish the security of his throne by depriving
the Catholics, who alone questioned his title, of foreign aid. With
the same object of averting a Catholic rising, he relaxed the penal
laws against Catllollcs, and released recusants from payment:of
fines, But howevav justifigble such steps might be, the sterner
Protestants heard angrily of negotiations with Spain and with
the Papacy which seemed to show a withdrawal from the atrug'glc
with Catholicism at kome and abroad. 3

The Parliament of 1604 met in another mosd from that of any
Parliament which had met, for a hundred years. Short as had been
the time since his accession, the temper of the King had alrcady
disclosed itself; and men were dwelling ominously on the claims of
absolutism in Church and State which were constantly on his lips.
Abﬂ\'e‘,all tl'le hopes of religious concessions to which the Puritans
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had clung had been dashed to the ground in the Hampton Court

Tnﬁm Conference ; and of the squires and merchants who thronged the
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benches of Westminster threc-ﬁmrths were in sympathy Puritan.
They listened with coldness and ‘iquICIOI‘I to the proposals of the
King for the union of England and Scotland u‘nder the name of

UNITE OF JAMES 1., 1604.
First Coin which bore the Legend * Great Britain*

Great Britain. What the House was really set on was religious
reform. The first step of the Commons was to name a committec
to frame bills for the redress of the mores E_ymg ecclesiastical
grievances ; and the rejection of the measures they proposed was
at- onice followed by an outspoken address to the King. The
Parliament, it said, had come together in a spirit of peace: “ Our
desires were of peace only, and our device of unity.” Their aim
had been to put an end to the long-standing dissension among the
ministers, and to preserve uniformity by the abandonment of “a
few ceremonies of small importance,” by the reaﬁs‘.i of some
ccclesiastical abuses, and by the establishment of an efficient
training for a preaching clergy. If they had waived their right tc
deal with these matters during the old age of Elizabeth, they
asserted it now. “ Let your Majesty be pleased to receive public
information from your Commons in Parliament, as well of the
abuses in the Church, as in the civil state and government.” The
claim of absolutism was met in words which sound like a prelude
to the Petition of Right. * Your Majesty would be misinformed,”
said the address, “if any man “should deliver that the Kings of
England have any absolute power in themselves either to alter

i
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swe. 11 religion, or to make any laws concerning the same, otherwise than
T:;:_g;ﬂf as in temporal causes, by cunscnt of Parliament.” The dddress'
5’;‘&';“ was met by a petulant scolding from James, and the Houses were
133 adjourned. = The support of the Crown emboldencd the bishops to
— a fresh defiance of the Puritan pressure. The act of Elizabeth
which sanctioned the Thirty-nine Articles compelled ministers to
subscribe only to those which concerned the faith and the
sacraments ; but the Convocation of 1604 by its canons re_cjuii'cd
subscription to the articles touching rites and ceremonies. The
new archbishop, Bancroft, added a requirement of rigid conformity
with the rubrics on the part of all beneficed clergymen. In the
following spring three hundred of the Puritan clergy were driven
from their livings for a refusal to comply with these demands.
TheGun-  The breach with the Puritans was followed by a breach with the
powder
Plot  Catholics. The increase in their numbers since the remission of
fines had spread a general panic; and Parliament had re-enacted
the penal laws. A rumour of his own conversion so angered the
King that these were now put in force with even miore severity
than of old. The despair of the Catholics gave fresh life to a
conspiracy which had long been ripening. Hopeless of aid from
abroad, or of success in an open rising at home, a small knot of
desperate men, with Robert Catesby, who had taken part in the
rising of Essex, at their head, resolved to destroy at a Blow both
King and Parliament. Barrels of powder were placed in a cellar
* beneath the Parliament House ; and while waiting for the fifth of
November, when the Parliament was summoned to meet, the plans
of the little group widened into a formidable conspiracy.
Catholics of greater fortune, such as Sir Everard Digby and
Francis Tresham, were admitted to their confidence, and supplicd
money for the larger projects they designed. Arms were bought
. in Flanders, horses were held in readiness, a meeting of Catholic
gentlemen was brought about under show of a hunting party to
serve as the beginning of a rising.  The destruction of the King
was to be followed by the seizure of his children and an open
revolt, in which aid might be called for from the Spaniards in
Flanders. Wonderful as was the secrecy with which the plot was
concealed, the family affection of Tresham at the last moment gave
a clue to it by a letter to Lord Monteagle, his relatme. \1irlm2hi '.
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warned him to absent himself from the Parliament on the fatal s 11
day-; and further information brought about the discovery of the Thx Fies

_cellar and of Guido Fawkes, a soldier of fortune, who was charged Stoaxrs

. - . - - [60

with the custody of it. The hunting party broke up in despair, 504

. * 1023

the conspirators were chased from county to county, and either — —
killed or sent to the block, and Garnet, the Provincial of the
English Jesuits, was brought to trial and executed. He had
shrunk from all part in the plot, but its existence had been made

1
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THE GUNPOWDER PLOTTERS.
From Title-page of De Bry's ** Warkafftige Beschreibung der Verritherei)” &c.,
Frankfurt, 1606

known to him by another Jesuit, Greenway, and horror-stricken as
he represented himself to have been he had kept the secret and
left the Parliament to its doom.,

Parliament was drawn closer to the King by deliverance from james
a common peril, and when the Houses met in 1606 the Commons ‘;;’;{,Ii‘:f
were willing to vote a sum large enough to pay the debt left by  ment
Elizabeth after the war. But the prodigality of James was fast
raising his peace expenditure tc the level of the war expenditure of
Elizabeth ; and he was driven by the needs of his treasury, and the
desire to free himself from Parliamentary centrol, to seek new
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sources of revenue. His first great innovation was the imposition sk 11

of customs duties. 'It had long been dccla.red'illcgill for the Crown ‘Tue Fixst
’ f ’ OF THE

to levy .any duties- un- STUANty
granted by Parliament save 08
those on wool, leather, and 1623
tin. A duty on imports ;a{;,!fa’::s
indeed had been imposed
in one or two instances by
Mary, and this impost had
been extended by Elizabeth
to currants and wine ; but
these instances were  too
trivial and exceptional to
break in upon the general
uﬁﬂ.gc. A more da_ngcruug ARMS OF THE LEVANT OR TURKEY COMPANY.
. . Incorporated by Elizabet).
precedent lay in the duties Hiéxiitt,  Livery Companics of Landon™
which the great trading ‘
companies, such as those to the Levant and to the Indies, exacted
from merchants, in exchange—as was held—for the protection they
afforded them in far-off seas. The Levant Company was now
dissolved, and James seized
on the duties it had levied
as lapsing to the Crown.
Parliament protested in vain,
James cared quite as much to
assert his absolute authority
as to fill his treasury. A
case therefore was brought
before the Exchequer Cham-
ber, and the judgement of the
Court asserted the King's
right to levy what customs
: duties he would at his plea-
ARMS OF THE AFRICAN COMPANY. sure. “All customs,” said the g, /.0
Incorporated 1588, & 2. Case
o Maslitt, “ Livery Companies of -London." Judges, “are the effects of s

" foreign commerce, but all
affairs of commerce and treaties with foreign nations belong to the
King's absolute power. He therefore, who has power over the cause,
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Great
Contract

1610

has power over the effect.” The importance of a decision which
would go far to free the Crown from the necessity of resorting to
Parliament was seen keenly enough by James. Inglish commerce
was growing fast, and English merchants were fighting their way.
to the Spice Islands, and establishing settlements in the dominions
of the Mogul. The judgement gave James a revenue which was
sure to grow rapidly, and the needs of his treasury forced him to
action. ~ After two ycars’ hesitation a royal proclamation imposed

b
to, : 05&“
UCenre NIt S

. ORIGINAL ARMS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY,

Incorporated 1600,
Danvers; ' India Office Records”

a system of customs duties on many articles of export and im}'rprt.'
But if the new impositions came in fast, the royal debt grew
faster. Every year the expenditure of James reached a higher
level, and necessity forced on the King a fresh assembling of
Parliament. The “ great contract ” drawn up by Cecil, now Earl of
Salisbury, proposed that James should waive certain oppressive
feudal rights, such as those of wardship and marriage, and the |
right of purveyance, on condition that the Commons raised the
royal revenue by a sum of two hundred thousnndayay The
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bargain failed however before the distrust of the Commeons; and  sec 11

the King's demand for a grant to pay off the royal debt was met Tus Fmsr

: 0 OF THR
by a petition of grievances. They had jealously watched the new i"“g;“f-
. a . 1
character given by James to royal proclamations, by which he i
1623

COURT OF WAKDS AND LIVERIES, ¢, 1588—15098,
“ Vetusta Nonumenia®™ ; from pictnre in Collection of Duke of Eichmond,

created new offences, imposed new penalties, and called offenders
before courts which had no legal jurisdiction over them. The
province of the spiritual courts had been as busily enlarged. It
was in vain that the judges, spurred no doubt by the old jealousy
between civil and ecclesiastical lawyers, entertained appeals
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swe. 11 against the High Commission, and strove by a series of decisions
Tue Frsr o set bounds to its limitless chims of jurisdiction, or to restrict its

OF THE

stuaets  powers of imprisonment to cases of schism and heresy. The
judges were powerless against the Crown; and James was

‘1604

ih23

The
Petition

1611

1614

vehement in his support of courts which were closely bound

up with his own prerogative. Were the treasury once full no
means remained of redressing these evils.” Nor were the Commons
willing to pass over silently the illegalities lof the past years.
James forbade them to enter on the subject of the new duties, but
their remonstrance was none the less vigorous. * Finding that

CRESSET.
Seventeenth Century,
Tower of London.

your Majesty without advice or counsel of

Parliament hath lately in time of peace sct

both greater impositions and more in number
than any of your noble ancestors did cver
in time of war,” they prayed “that all im-

~ positions set without the assent of Parliament

may be quite abolished and taken away,”
and that “a law be made to declare that
all impositions set upon your people, their
goods or merchandise, save only by common
consent in Parliament, are and shall be void."
As to Church grievances their demands were
in the same spirit. They prayed that the
deposed ministers might be suffered to preach,
and that the jurisdiction of the High Com-
mission should be regulated by statute; in
other words, that ccclesiastical like financial
matters should be taken out of the sphere
of the prerogative and be owned as lying
henceforth within the cognizance of Parlia-
ment. Whatever concessions James might
offer on other subjects, he would allow no
interference with his ecclesiastical preroga-
tive ; the Parliament was dissolved, and three

- years passed before the financial straits of the Government

forced James to face the two houses again. But the spirit of

resistance was now fairly roused. Never had an election stirred so
much popular passion as that of 1614. In every case where
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swc. 1l rejection was possible, the court candidates were rejected.  All the
Tue Fiest Jeading members of the popular party, or as we should now call it,

OF THE
s'l‘é:““ the Opposition, were again returned. But three hundred of the
.323 members were wholly new men ; and among these we note for the
—  first time the names of two leaders in the latér struggle with the
Crown. Yorkshire returned Thomas Wentworth ; St. Germans,

John Eliot. Signs of an unprecedented eéxcitement were seen in

THE BELLMAN OF LONDON, 1616,
Title-page in Bagford Collection (British Musesnur).

the vehement cheering and hissing which for the first time marked
the proceedings of the Commons. But the policy of the Parliament
was precisely the same as that of its predecessors. [t refused to
grant supplies till it had considered public grievances, and it fixed
on the impositions and the abuses of the Church as the first to be
redressed. Unluckily the inexperience of the bulk of the House
of Commons led it into quarrelling on a point of privilege with
the Lords ; and the King, who had been frightened beyond his
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wont at the vehemence of their tone and language, seized on the sec.11
: quarfel as a pretext for their dissolution. ’I‘gﬁ:ﬂ

Four of the leading members in the dissolved Parliament were 5“:5‘;';“
; 1
sent to the Tower; and the terror and resentment which it had 2
roused in the King's mind were seen in the obstinacy with which ;"_:3
he long persisted in governing without any Parliament at all. For Royil
De_apoto-
15m
1614- 1621

OLD TOWN HALL, HEREFORD.,
Ruilt 1618—1620; drawn by Thomas Dingley, temp. Charles 11. 5 now destroyed.

seven years he carried out with a blind recklessness his theory of
an absolute rule, unfettered by any scruples as to the past, or
any dread of the future. All the abuses which Parliament after
‘Parliament had denounced were not only continued, but carried to

jea_ter extent than before. The spiritual courts were encouraged
fi

resh encroachments. Though the Crown lawyers admitted the
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The
Croan
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Law.

illegality of proclamations they were issued in greater numbers than
ever. Impositions were strictly levied. But the treasury was still
empty ; and a fatal necessity at last drove James toa formal breach
of law. He fell back on a resource which even Wolsey in the
height of the Tudor power had been forced to abandon. But the
letters from the Council demanding benevolences or gifts from the
richer landowners remained generally unanswered. In the three
years which followed the dissolution of 1614 the strenuous efforts
of the sheriffs only raised sixty thousand pom}ds, ‘a sum less than
two-thirds of the value of a single subsidy; and although the
remonstrances of the western counties were roughly silenced by
the threats of the Council, two counties, those of Ilereford and
Stafford, sent not a penny to the last. In his distress for money
James was driven to expedients which widened the breach between
the gentry and the Crown. ‘He had refused to part with the feudal
rights which came down to him from the Middle Ages, such as his
right to the wardship of young heirs and the marriage of heiresses,
and these were steadily used as a means of extortion. He degraded
the nobility by a shameless sale of peerages. Of the forty-five lay
peers whom he added to the Upper House during his reign, many
were created by sheer bargaining, A proclamation which forbade
the increase of houses in London brought heavy fines into the
treasury. By shifts such as these James put off from day to day
the necessity for again encountering the one body which could
permanently arrest his effort after despotic rule. But there still
remained a body whose tradition was strong enough, not indeed to
arrest, but to check it. The lawyers had been subservient beyond
all other classes to the Crown. In the narrow pedantry with which
they bent before isolated precedents, without realizing the conditions
under which these precedents had been framed, and to which they
owed their very varying value, the judges had supported James in
his claims. But beyond precedents 'c}fen the judges refused to go.
They had done their best, in a case that came before them, to

restrict the jurisdiction of the ecclesiastical courts within legal and

definite bounds : and when James asserted an inherent right in the

King to be heard before judgement was delivered, whenever any

case affecting the prerogative came before his courts, they timi

but firmly, repudiated such a right as unknown to the law. James

o
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sent for them to the Royal closet, and rated them like school-boys,  suc 11
till they fell on their knees, and, with a single exception, pledged Tup o

themselves to obey his will. The Chief-]Justice, Sir Edward Coke, FT:;;:“

TO
1623

§IR EDWARD COKE
From an Engraving by David Leggan,

a narrow-minded and bitter-tempered man, but of the highest
Lminence as a lawyer, and with a reverence for the law that over-
’l‘(odc every other instinct, alone remained firm. When any case

ame before him, he answered, he would act as it became a judge
Vou. III 3L
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swe. 11 to act. Coke was at once dismissed from the Council, and a
Tux Fist provision which made the judicial office tenable at the King’s

OF THE
STUAKRTS

1604
TO
1623
Dismissal
of Coke
1616

“ KNIPERDOLING,"

Court Satire on an Anabaptist, sketched by Inigo Jones for a
Masque,

pleasure, but which
had long fallen into
disuse, was revived
to humble the com-
mon law in the per-
son of its chief
officer ; on the con-

 tinuance of his re-

sistance he was de-
prived of his post of
Chief - Justice. No
act of James seems
to have stirred a
deeper  resentment
among Englishmen
than this announce-
ment of his will to
tamper . with  the
course of justice, It
was an outrfi.gc on
the growing sensc of
law, as the profu-
sion and profligacy
of the court awere
an outrage on' the
growing ~sense of
morality. The trea-
sury was drained to
furnish masques and
revels on a scale of
unexampled splen-
dour. Lands and
jewels were lavished
on young adven-+

The Court turers, whose fair faces caught the royal fancy. If the courbof
Elizabeth was as immoral as that of her successor, its immorality
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had been shrouded by a veil of grace and chivalry. But no  se n®
veil hid the degrading grossness of the court of James. The Tux Finey
King was held, though unjustly, to be a drunkard. Actors in a Stuars

£l g 3 1604
masque performed at court were scen rolling intoxicated at his a0
1i23

FIGURES DESIGNED BY INIGO JONES FOR THE MASQUE OF *‘ THE FORTUNATE
1SLES,"

feet. A scandalous trial showed great nobles and officers of

State in league with cheats and astrologers and poisoners. James

hiniself had not shrunk from meddling busily in the divorce of

" Lady Essex.; and her subsequent bridal with one of his favourites
) 37Tz
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si. 1 was celebrated in his presence. Before scenes such as these,
T{lﬂx_;!’-:'t‘n the half-idolatrous reverence with which the sovereign had been
Stoants  pegarded throughout the peribd. of the Tudors died away into
'%!  abhorrence and contempt, The players openly mocked at the
o King on the stage. Mrs. Hutchinson denounced the orgies of
Whitehall in words
as fiery as those
with which Elijah
"denounced the -sen-
suality of Jezebel.
But the immorality
of James's court was
hardly more despic-
able than the folly
*of his government.
In the silence of
Parliament, the royal
Council, composed as
it was not merely
of the ministers, but
of the higher nobles
and herecitary offi-
cers of state, had
served even under a
despot like Henry
—the Eighth. as a
check upon the ar-
bitrary will of the
sovercign. But after

it the death of Lord
Satire on Popular Le:?uﬂu;:l' ili:::]:: by Inigo Jones for a Burlei gh’s son,

Robert Cecil, the
minister whom
Elizabeth had bequeathed to him, and whose services in pro-
The  curing his accession were rewarded by the Earldom of Salis-
Favourites .
bury, all real control over affairs was withdrawn by James
from the Council, and entrusted to worthless favourites whom
the King chose to raise to honour. A Scotch page named *

Pis i e o ST
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Carr was created Viscount Rochester and Earl of Somerset, and
married after her divorce to Lady Essex. Supreme in State
affairs, domestic and foreign, he was at last hurled from favour
and power on, the charge of a horrible crime, the murder of
Sir Thomas Overbury by poison, of which he and his Countess

ROBERT CARR AXD FRANCES HOWARD, EARL AND COUNTESS OF .‘il‘lhﬂikﬁl-l'l‘,
Contemporary Print in Britich Musenm,

were convicted of being the instigators. Another favourite was
already prepared to take his place. George Villiers, a hand-
<iome young adventurer, was raised rapidly through every rank
of the peerage, made Marquis and Duke of Buckingham, and
entrusted with the appointment to high offices of state. The

1001
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The
Spanish
Policy

1612

1617

payment of bribes to him, or marriage with his greedy relatives,
became the one road to political preferment. Resistance to his
will was inevitably foliowed "by: dismissal from office. Even the
highest and most powerful of the nobles were made to tremble
at the nod of this young upstart. “Never any man in any age,
nor, I believe, in any country,” says the astonished Clarendon,
“rose in so short a time to so much greatness of honour, power,
or fortune, upon no other advantage or rccommendatmn than of
the beauty or gracefulness of his person” Buckingham indeed
had no inconsiderable abilities, but his self-confidence and reck-
lessness were equal to his beauty; and the haughty young
favourite on whose neck James loved to loll, and whose cheek he
slobbered with kisses, was destined to drag down in his fatal
career the throne of the Stuarts, _

The new system was even more disastrous in its results abroad
than at home, The withdrawal of power from the Council left
James in effect his own chief minister, and master of the control
of affairs as no English sovereign had been before him. At his
accession he found the direction of foreign affairs in the hands of
Salisbury, and so long as Salisbury lived the Elizabethan policy
was in the main adhered to. Peace, indeed, was made with Spain ;
but a close alliance with the United Provinces, and a more guarded
alliance with France, held the ambition of Spain in check almost
as effectually as war. When danger grew threatening in Germany
from the Catholic zeal of the House of Austria, the marriage of the
King’s daughter, Elizabeth, with the heir;of the Elector-Palatine
promised English support to its Protestant powers. But the death
of Salisbury, and the dissolution of the Parliament of 1614, were
quickly followed by a disastrous change. James at once proceeded
to undo all that the struggle of Elizabeth and the triumph of the
Armada had done. His guick, shallow intelligence held that in a
joint action with Spain it had found a way by which the Crown
might at once exert weight abroad, and be rendered independent
of the nation at home. A series of negotiations was begun for the
marriage of his son with a Princess of Spain. Each of his
successive favourites supported the Spanish alliance ; and after:
years of secret intrigue the King's intentions were proclaimed to
the world, at the moment when the policy of the House of Austria

-
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threatened the Protestants of Southern Germany with utter ruin or  sec. 11
civil war. From whatever quarter the first aggression should come

Tuk Fiest
OF THE
Sruarrs

»

ROBERT CECIL, EARL OF SALISBURY,
From an Engraving by Elstrak,

it was plain that a second great struggle in arms between Pro-
testantism and Catholicism was to be fought out on German soil.
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Ralegh's
death

It was their prescience of the coming conflict which, on the very &
of the crisis, spurred a party among his ministers who still clung to
the traditions of Salisbury to support an enterprise which promised
to detach the King from his new policy by entangling him in a
war with Spain. Sir Walter Ralegh, the one great warrior of the
Elizabethan time who still lingered on, had been imprisoned ever

A M A g
R0 N AT i o 3

GERMAN CROSS-BOW, ¢, 1600.
Tower of London.

since the beginning of the new reign in the Tower on a charge of
treason. He now disclosed to James his knowledge of a gold-
mine on the Orinoco, and prayed that he might sail thither and
work its treasures for the King. The King was tempted by the
bait of gold ; but he forbade any attack on Spanish territory, or
the shedding of Spanish blood. Ralegh however had risked his

ARBALEST, ¢. 1600,
Teorver of Londos.

head again and again, he believed in the tale he told, and he knew
that if war could be brought about between England and Spain a
new career was open to him. He found the coast occupied by
Spanish troops ; evading direct orders to attack l\e sent his men *
up the country, where they plundered a Spaniéh'(‘town‘ found no
gold-mine, and came broken and defeated back. The daring of



the man saw a fresh resource ; he proposed to seize the Spanish  sec. 11
treasure ships as he returned, and, like Drake, to turn the heads T:ﬁ:zf
of nation and King by the immense spoil. But his men would not Stvakrs
follow him, and he was brought home to face his doom. James at "2

is O i 1623
once put his old sentence in force ; and the death of the broken-
hearted adventurer on the scaffold atoned for the affront to Spain, e
The failure of Ralegh came at a critical moment in German
history. The religious truce which had so long preserved the
peace of Germany was broken in 1618 by the revolt of Bohemia

CANNON.
MS. Cotton Julinsg F. firn; A.D. 1608,

against the rule of the Catholic House of Austria ; and when the 7,
death of the Emperor Matthias raised his cousin Ferdinand in :
1619 to the Empire and tothe throne of Bohemia, its nobles  War
declared the realm vacant and chose Frederick, the young Elector
Palatine, as their King. The German Protestants were divided by

the fatal jealousy between their Lutheran and Calvinist princes ;
Jbut it was believed that Frederick’s clection could unite them, and

the Bohemians counted on England’s support when they chose
James's son-in-law for their king. A firm policy would at any rate
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sec. 11 have held Spain inactive, and limited the contest to Germany
TueFust jtself. But the “statecraft” on which James prided himself led
OF THE 3 . . .

STE’:‘“ him to count, not on Spanish fear, but on Spanish friendship. He
1

TO

refused aid to the Protestant Union of the German Princes when
pc they espoused the cause of Bohemia, and threatened war against
Holland, the one power which was carnest in the Palatine's cause.
It was in vain that both court and people were unanimous in their

PIKEMAN,
Temp. James 1.,
Broadside (Society of Antignaries).

cry for war. James still pressed his son-in-law to withdraw from

Bohemia, and relied in such a case on the joint efforts of England
and Spain to restore peace. - But Frederick refused consent, and
Spain quickly threw aside the mask. Her famous battalions were
soon moving up the Rhine to the aid of the Emperor ; and thein
march turned the local struggle in Bohemia into a European war.
Nov. 1620 While the Spaniards occupied the Palatinate, the army of the
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Catholic League under Maximilian of Bavaria marched down the secir
Danube, reduced Austria to submission, and forced Frederick to Tur Fusr
battle before the walls of Prague. Before the day was over he was SrustTé
galloping off, a fugitive, to North Germany, to find the Spaniards I-(:?f
encamped as its masters in the heart of the Palatinate. _ e
James had been duped, and for the moment he bent before the The Par-

> B liament
burst of popular fury which the danger to German Protestantism of 1621

MUSKETEER.
Temp. James 1.
Broadside (Seciety of Antiguaries).

called up. He had already been brought to suffer Sir Horace Vere
to take some English volunteers to the Palatinate. But the
succour had come too late. The cry for a Parliament, the
necessary prelude to a war, overpowered the King's sccret
« Tesistance ; and the Houses were again called together. But the
Commons were bitterly chagrined as they found only demands for
supplies, and a persistence in the-old cforts to patch up a peace.
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James even sought the good will of the Spaniards by granting
license for the export of arms to Spain.  The resentment of the
Commons found expression in their dealings with home affairs.
The most crying constitutional grievance arose from the revival of
monopolies, in spite of the pledge of Elizabeth to suppress them.
A parliamentary right which had slept ever since the reign of
Henry VI, the right of the Lower House to impeach great offenders
at the bar of the Lords, was revived against the monacpalists ; and
James was driven by the general indignation to leave them to their

KNIGHT OF THE GARTER AND ATTENDANT.
Albwan of G. Holtsschuher of Nuremberg, 1623—162s, MS. Eg. 16a4.

fate. But the practice of monopolies was only one sign of the
corruption of the court. Sales of peerages and offices of state had
raised a general disgust ; and this disgust showed itself in the
impeachment of the highest among the officers of State, the
Chancellor, Francis Bacon, the most distinguished man of his time
for learning and ability. At the accession of James the rays of
royal favour had broken slowly upon Bacon. He became
successively Solicitor and Attorney-General ; the year of Shak-
spere’s death saw him called to the Privy Council ; he verified
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Elizabeth’s prediction by becoming Lord Keeper. At last the goal
of his ambition was reached. He had attached himself to the rising
fortunes of Buckingham, and the favour of Buckingham made him
Lord Chancellor. He was raised to the peerage as Baron Verulam,
and created, at a later time, Viscount St. Albans.  But the nobler
dreams for which these meaner honours had been sought escaped
his grasp. His projects still remained projects, while to retain
his hold on office he was stooping to a miserable compliance with
the worst excesses of Buckingham and his royal master. The
years during which

he held the Chancel- oA et Sy

lorship were the most 'i NDCR ~d

disgraceful years of Bk R = f‘%
a disgraceful reign. : ®. :’
They saw the execu- ‘
tion of Ralegh, the
sacrifice of the Pala-
tinate, the exaction
of benevolences, the
multiplication of
monopolies, the su-
premacy of Bucking-
ham. Against none
of the acts of folly

and wickedness

which distinguished [ILE WITH ARMS AND CREST OF THE BACON FAMILY,
Sonth Kensington Museum,

James's Government

did Bacon do more

than protest ; in some of the worst, and above all in the attempt to
coerce the judges into prostrating law at the King's feet, he took
a personal part. But even his remonstrances were too much for the
young favourite, who regarded him as the mere creature of his will.
It was in vain that Bacon flung himself on the Duke’s mercy, and
begged him to pardon a single instance of opposition to his
caprice. A Parliament was impending, and Buckingham resolved
to avert from himself the storm which was gathering by sacrificing
to it his meaner dependants. To ordinary eyes the Chancellor
was at the summit of human success. Jonson had just sung of
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him as one * whose even thread the Fates spin round and full out
of their choicest and their whitest wools” when the storm burst.
The Commons charged Bacon with corruption in the exercise of his
office. It had been customary among Chancellors to receive gifts
from successful suitors after their suit was ended. Bacon, it is cer-
tain, had taken such gifts from men whose suits were still unsettled;
and though his judgement may have been unaffected by them, the
fact of their reception left him with no valid defence. He at
once pleaded guilty to the charge. *“I do plainly and ingenuously
confess that I am guilty of corruption, and do renounce all
defence.” “I beseech your Lordships,” he added, *“to be merciful
to a broken reed.”  The heavy fine imposed on him was remitted
by the Crown ; but the Great Seal was taken from him, and he was
declared incapable of holding office in the State or of sitting in
Parliament. Bacon’s fall restored -him to that position of real
greatness from which his ambition had so long torn him away.
“ My conceit of his person,” said Ben Jonson, “ was never increased
towards him by his place or honours. But I have and do reverence
him for his greatness that was only proper to himself, in that he
seemed to me ever by his work one of the greatest men, and most
worthy of admiration, that had been in many ages. In hi
adversity | ever prayed that God would give him strength: for
greatness he could not want.” 'His intellectual activity was never
more conspicuous than in the last four years of his life. He had
presented “ Novum Organum ” to James in the year before his fall;
in the year after it he produced his “ Natural and 'Experimental
History.” He began a digest of the laws, and a * History of
England under the Tudors,” revised and expanded his “ Essays,”
dictated a jest book, and busied himself with experiments in
physics. It was while studying the effect of cold in preventing
animal putrefaction that he stopped his coach to stuff a fowl with
snow and caught the fever which ended in his death.

James was too shrewd to mistake the importance of Bacon’s
impeachment ; but the hostility of Buckingham to the Chancellor,
and Bacon’s own confession of his guilt, made it difficult to resist
his condemnation. Energetic too as its measures were against
corruption and monopolists, the Parliament respected scrupulously
the King’s prejudices in other matters ; and even when checked by

e S,
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an adjournment, resolved unanimously to support him in any
carnest effort for the Protestant cause. A warlike speech from
a member before the adjournment roused an enthusiasm which
recalled” the days of Elizabeth. The Commons answered the
appeal by a unanimous vote, “lifting their hats as high as they
could hold them,” that for the recovery of the Palatinate they
would adventure their fortunes, their estates, and their lives.
« Rather this declaration,” cried a leader of the country party
when it was read by the Speaker, “than ten thousand men already
on the march.” For the moment the resolve seemed to give
" vigour to the royal policy. James had aimed throughout at the
restitution of Bohemia to Ferdinand, and at inducing the Emperor,
through the mediation of Spain, to abstain from any retaliation on
the Palatinate. He now freed himself for a moment from the
trammels of diplomacy, and enforced a cessation of the attack on
his son-in-law’s dominions by a threat of war. The suspension
of arms lasted through the summer; but mere threats could do
no more, and on the conquest of the Upper Palatinate by the
forces of the €Catholic League, James fell back on his old policy
of mediation through the aid of Spain. The negotiations for
the marriage with the Infanta were pressed more busily. Gon-
domar, the Spanish Ambassador, who had become all-powerful
at the English court, was assured that no effectual aid should
be sent to the Palatinate. The English fleet, which was cruising
by way of menace off the Spanish coast, was called home. The
King dismissed those of his ministers who still opposed a
Spanish policy ; and threatened on trivial pretexts a war with
the Dutch, the one great Protestant power that remained in
alliance with England, and was ready to back the Elector. But
he had still to reckon with his Parliament; and the first act
of the Parliament on its re-assembling was to demand a de-
claration of ‘war with Spain. The instinct of the nation was
wiser than the statecraft of the King. Ruined and enfeebled
as she really was, Spain to the world at large still secemed the
champion of Catholicism. It was the entry of her troops into
sthe Palatinate which had first widened the local war in Bohemia
into a great struggle for the suppression of Protestantism along
the Rhine ; above all it was Spanish influence, and the hopes

Suc, 11

Tw ;:T!'_lu-r
oF*rHE
STUARTS

1604
TO
1623

June, 1621

Now. 1621



1012

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP.

Sec. 11

Tue Finst
OF THE
STUARTS

1604
TO
1623

Lrolestas
téon
of the

Commons

held out of a marriage of his son wjth a Spanish Infanta, which
were Juring the King into his fatal dependence on the great enemy
of the Protestant cause. In their petition the Houses coupled
with their demands for war the demand of a Protestant marriage
for their future King. Experience proved in later years how
perilous it was for English freedom that the heir to the Crown
should be brought up under a Catholic mother; but James was
beside himself at their presumption in dealing with mysteries
of state, “Bring stools for the Ambassadors,” he cried in bitter

CHARLES 1., AS FRINCE OF WALES,
Miniature by Peter Oliver, in the Royal Collection ai Windsor

irony as their committee appeared before him. He refused the
petition, forbade any further discussion of state policy, and
threatened the speakers with the Tower. “Let us resort to
our prayers,” a member said calmly as the King's letter was
read, “and then consider of this great business,” The temper
of the House was seen in the Protestation which met the royal
command to abstain from discussion. It resolved “ That the liber-
ties, franchises, privileges, and jurisdictions of Parliament are the
ancient and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the subjects
of England ; and that the arduous and urgent affairs concerning
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the King, state, and defence of the realm, and of the Church
of England, and the making and maintenance of laws, and redress
of grievances, which daily happen within this realm, are proper
subjects and matter of council and debate in Parliament. And that
in the handling and proceeding of those businesses every member
of the House hath, and of right ought to have, freedom of speech
to propound, treat, reason, and bring to conclusion the same.”

The King answered the Protestation by a characteristic outrage.
He sent for the Journals of the House, and with his own hand tore
out the pages which contained it. “1 will govern,” he said,
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ROCKING-HORSE OF CHARLES 1.
From the Old Palace, Thecbald’s Grove; now in the Great House, Cheshunt.

o according to the common weal, but not according to the common
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will” A few days after he dissolved the Parliament. “It is pe roa

the best thing that has happened in the interests of Spain and
of the Catholic religion since Luther began preaching,’ wrote
the Count of ‘Gondomar to his master, in his joy that all danger
of \:-rar had passed away. “I am ready to depart,” Sir Henry
Savile, on the other hand, murmured on his death-bed, *“the

rather that having lived in good times I foresee worse.” Abroad
Vo, 111 A . 3 U
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indeed all was lost ; and Germany plunged wildly and blindly
forward into the chaos of the Thirty Years’ War. But for England
the victory of freedom was practically won. James had himself
ruined the main bulwarks of the monarchy. In his desire for
personal government he had destroyed the authority of the Council.
He had accustomed men to think lightly of the ministers of the
Crown, to see them browbeaten by favourites, and driven from
office for corruption. He had disenchanted his people of their
blind faith in the monarchy by a policy at home and abroad

LOKD MAYOR OF LONDON, SWORD-BEARER AND SEAL-BEARER.

Albwan of G. Holtsschwher of Nurembery, 16a3—16as.
MS. Eg. 1264,

which ran counter to every national instinct. He had quarrelled
with, and insulted the Houscs, as no English sovereign had ever
done before; and all the while the authority he boasted of was
passing, without his being able to hinder it, to the Parliament
which he outraged. There was shrewdness as well as anger
in his taunt at its “ambassadors.” A power had at last risen
up in the Commons with which the Monarchy was henceforth
to reckon. In spite of the King’s petulant outbreaks, Parliament
had asserted its exclusive right to the control of taxation. It
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had attacked monopolies. It had reformed abuses in the courts
of law. It had revived the right of impeaching and removing
from office the highest ministers of the Crown. It had asserted
its privilcge of free discussion on all questions connected with
the welfare of the realm. It had claimed to deal with the
question of religion. It had cven declared its will on the sacred
“ mystery” of foreign policy. James might tear the Protestation
from its Journals, but there were pages in the record of the
Parliament of 1621 which he never could tear out.

LADY MAYORESS AND ATTENDANTS,
Album of . Holtsschuher of Nurembery, 1623—1625,
g 1364
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CHAP. VIII PURITAN ENGLAND

Section III.—The King and the Parliament, 1623—1629

[Authorities.—For the first part of this period we have still Mr. Gardiner's
“History of England from the Accession of James I.,” which throws a full and
fresh light on one of the most obscure times in our history. His work is as
valuable for the early reign of Charles, a period well illustrated by Mr. Forster's
“ Life of Sir John Eliot.” Among the general accounts of the reign of Charles,
Mr. Disraeli’s ““ Commentaries on the Reign of Charles 1."is the most prominent
on the one side ; Brodie’s “ History of the DBritish Empire,” and Godwin’s
“ History of the Commonwealth,” on the other. M. Guizot's work is accurate
and impartial, and Lingard of especial value for the history of the English
Catholics, and for his detail of foreign affairs. For the ecclesiastical side see
Laud’s “ Diary.” The Commons Journal gives the proceedings of the Parlia-
ments. Throughout this period the Calendars of State Papers, now issuing
under the direction of the Master of the Rolls, are of the greatest historic value.
Ranke'’s “ History of England in the Seventeenth Century” is important for the
whole Stuart period.]

In the obstinacy with which he clung to his Spanish policy
James stood absolutely alone ; for not only the old nobility and
the statesmen who preserved the tradition of the age of Elizabeth,
but even his own ministers, with the exception of Buckingham,
and the Treasurer, Cranfield, were at one with the Commons, The
King’s aim, as we have said, was to enforce peace on the com-
batants, and to bring about the restitution of the Palatinate
to the Elector, through the influence of Spain. It was to secure
this influence that he pressed for a closer union with the great
Catholic power ; and of this union, and the success of the policy
which it embodied, the marriage of his son Charles with the
Infanta, which had been held out as a lure to his vanity, was
to be the sign. But the more James pressed for this consum-
mation of his projects, the more Spain held back. At last
Buckingham proposed to force the Spaniard’s hand by the
atrival of Charles himself at. the Spanish Court. The Prince
quitted Eﬂglanq in disguise, and appeared with Buckmgham at
Madrid to claim his bride. It was in vain that Spain rose in
its demands ; for. every new demand was met by fresh concessions
on the pa.rt of England The abrogation of the penal laws
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against the Catholics, a Catholic education for the Prince's

Sn: 1t

children, a Catholic housechold for the Infanta, all were no sooner Tue Kixg

asked than they were granted. But the marriage was still delayed,

while the influence of the new policy on the war in Germany was
hard to sece. The Catholic League and its army, under the com-
mand of Count Tilly, won triumph after triumph over their divided
foes. The reduction of Heidelberg and Mannheim completed the
conquest of the Palatinate, whose Elector fled helplessly to
Holland, while his Electoral dignity was transferred by the
Emperor to the Duke of Bavaria. But there was still no sign
of the hoped-for intervention on the part of Spain. At last
the pressure of Charles himself brought about the disclosure
of the secret of its policy. “It is a maxim of state with us,”
Olivares confessed, as the Prince demanded an energetic inter-
ference in Germany, “that the King of Spain must never fight
against the Emperor. We cannot employ our forces against the
Emperor.,” “If you hold to that” replied the Prince, “there
is an end of all.”

His return was the signal for a burst of national joy. All
London was alight with bonfires, in her joy at the failure of the
Spanish match, and of the collapse, humiliating as it was, of thc
policy which had so long trailed English honour at the chariot-
wheels of Spain. Charles returned to take along with Buckingham
the direction of affairs out of his father's hands. The journey to
Madrid had revealed to those around him the strange mixture of
obstinacy and weakness in the Prince’s character, the duplicity
which lavished promises because it never purposed ta be' bound by
any, the petty pride that subordinated every political considera-
tion to personal vanity or personal pique. He had granted
demand after demand, till the very Spaniards lost faith in his
concessions: With rage in his heart at the failure of his efforts,
he had renewed his betrothal on the very eve of his departure,
only that h_éf might insult the Infanta by its withdrawal when he
was safe at home. But to England at large the baser features
r were still unknown. The stately reserve, the
“and decency of manners which distinguished the
Eavourably with the gabble and indecorum of
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often pray God that “he might be in the right

way when he was set; for if he was in the
wrong he would prove the most wilful of any
king that ever reigned.” But the nation was
willing to take his obstinacy for firmness ; as
it took- the pique which inspired his course on
his return for patriotism and for the promise

of a nobler rule. Under the pressure of Charles -

and Buckingham the King was forced to call
a Parliament, and to concede the point on
which he had broken with the last, by laying
befor¢ it the whole question of the Spanish
negotiations. _ Buckingham and the Prince
gave their personal support to Parliament in
its demand for a rupture of the treaties with

was cagerly voted ;
iletioripca Y the persecution of
Tirwer of London, the Catholics, which

had long been sus-
pended out of deference to Spanish
intervention, began with new vigour.
The head of the Spanish party, Cran-
field, Earl of Middlesex, the ILord
Treasurer, was impeached on a charge
of corruption, and dismissed from
office.  James was swept along help-
lessly by the tide ; but his shrewdness

HALRERT.

saw clearly the turn that affairs were’

taking; and it was only by hard
pressure that the fairourit_e succeeded
in wresting his consent to the dis-
grace of Middlesex. “You are making
a rod for your own back,” said the
. King. But Buckingham and Charles
persisted in fheir plans of war. A
treaty of alliance was concluded with
Holland ; negotiations were begun
’ % 1
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Spain and a declaration of war,
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with the Lutheran Princes of North Germany, who had looked s:_i._}xi"

coolly on at the ruin of the Elector Palatine; an alliance Tue Kine
. AND THE

with France was proposed, and the marriage of Charles with FARA

Henrietta, a daughter of Henry the Fourth of France, and sister lﬁi&
of its King. To restore the triple league was to restore the 1629
system of Elizabeth ; but the first whispers of a Catholic Queen 1625
woke opposition in the Commons. At this juncture the death 1‘);:;?‘_?"
of the King placed Charles upon the throne; and his first
Parliament met in May, 1625. “We can hope everything from
the King who now governs us,” cried Sir Benjamin Rudyerd
in the Commons. But there were cooler heads in the Commons
than Sir Benjamin Rudyerd’s; and cnough had taken place
in the few months since its last session to temper its loyalty
with caution.

The war with Spain, it must be remembered, meant to the _ The

o : L . .ils Policy of

mass of Iinglishmen a war with Catholicism ; and the fervour Charles
against Catholicism without roused a corresponding fervour against
Catholicism within the rcalm. Every English Catholic scemed to
Protestant eyes an encmy at home. A Protestant who leant
towards Catholic usage or dogma was a secret traitor in the ranks.
But it was suspected, and suspicion was soon to be changed into
certainty, that in spite of his pledge to make no religious
concessions to France, Charles had on his marriage promised to
relax the penal Jaws against Catholics, and that a foreign power
had again been given the right of intermeddling in the civil affairs
of the realm. And it was to men with Catholic¢ leanings that
Charles seemed disposed to show favour. Bishop Laud was
recognized as the centre of that varied opposition to Puritanism,
whose members were loosely grouped under the name of
Arminians ; and Laud now became the King’s adviser in eccle-
siastical matters. With Laud at its head the new party grew in
boldness as well ‘as numbers. It naturally sought for shelter for
its !_‘eli_gioué opinions by exalting the power of the Crown. A
court favourite, Montague, ventured to slight the Recformed
Chﬂrches of ‘he Continent in favour of the Church of Rome, and
to advocate as the faith of the Church the very doctrines rejected
by the Calvinists. The temper of the Commons on religious
matg:bfs'w?s clear to every observer. “Whatever mention does

ia
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break forth of the fears or dangers in religion, and the increase of
Popery,” wrote a member who was notigg the proceedings of the
House, “ their affections are much stirred.” = Their first act was to
summon Montague to the bar and to commit him to prison. But
there were other grounds for their distrust besides the King's
ccclesiastical tendency. The conditions on which the last subsidy
had been granted for war with Spain had been contemptuously set
aside ; in his request for a fresh grant Charles neither named a
sum nor gave any indication of what war it was to support. His
rescrve was met by a corresponding caution, 'While voting a small
and inadequate subsidy, the Commons restricted their grant of
certain customs duties called tonnage and poundage, which had
commonly been granted to the new sovereign for life, to a single
year, so as to give time for consideration of the additional
impositions laid by James on these duties. The restriction was
taken as an insult ; Charles refused to accept the grant on such a
condition, and adjourned the Houses, When they met again at
Oxford it was in.a sterner temper, for Charles had shown his
defiance of Parliament by drawing Montague from -prison, by
promoting him to a royal chaplaincy, and by levying the dispul=d
customs without authority of law. * England,” cried 'Sir Robert
Phelips, “is the last monarchy that yet retains her liberties. Let
them not perish now!” But the Commons had no sooner
announced their resolve to consider public grievances before
entering on other business than they were met by a dissolution.
Buckingham, to whom the firmness of the Common$ seemed
simply the natural discontent which follows on ill success, resolved
to lure them from their constitutional struggle by a great military
triumph. His hands were no sooner free than he sailed for the
Hague to conclude a general alliance against the House of
Austria, while a fleet of ninety vessels and ten thousand soldiers
left Plymouth in October for the coast of Spain. But these vast
projects broke down before Buckingham's administrative in-
capacity. The plan of alliance proved fruitless., After an idle
descent on Cadiz the Spanish expedition returned broken with
mutiny and disease ; and the enormous debt which had been
incurred in its equipment forced the favourite to advise a new
summons of the Houses. But he was keenly alive to the peril in

W i esn
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which his failure had plunged him, and to a coalition which had
been formed between his rivals at Court and the leaders of the last
Parliament. His reckless daring led him to anticipate the danger,
and by a series of blows to strike terror into his opponents. The
Councillors were humbled by the committal of Lord Arundel to the
Tower. Sir Robert Phelips, Coke, and four other leading patriots
were made sheriffs of their counties, and thus prevented from
sitting in the coming Parliament. But their exclusion only left
the field free for a more terrible foe.

If Hampden and Pym are the great figures which embody the
Jater national resistance, the earlier struggle for Parliamentary

liberty centres in the figure of Sir John Eliot. Of an old family
which had settled under Elizabeth ncar the fishing hamlet of St.
Germans, and raised their stately mansion of Port Eliot, he had
risen to the post of ViceeAdmiral of Devonshire under the
patronage of Buckingham, and had seen his activity in the
suppression of piracy in the Channel rewarded by an unjust
imprisonment. He ‘was now in the first vigour of manhood,
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sec. 111 with a mind exquisitely cultivated and familiar with the poetry and
Tue Kixe

% K learning of his day, a nature singularly lofty and devout; a fearless
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Paruia-— and vehement temper. © There was a hot impulsive element in his
'623 = nature which showed itself in youth in his drawing sword on a

1629

SIR JOHN ELIOT.

Picture in e possession of the Earl of St Germans, at Port Eliot.

neighbour who denounced him to his father, and which in later

years gave its characteristic fire to his eloquence. But his intellect

In the general ,
enthusiasm which followed on the failure of the' Spanish marriage,

he had steod almost alone in pressing for a recognition of the

was as clear and cool as his temper was ardent.
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rights of Parliament, as a preliminary to any real reconciliation
with the Crown. He fixed, from the very outset of his carcer, on
the responsibility of the royal ministers to Parliament, as the one
critical point for English liberty. It was to enforce the demand
of this that he availed himself of Buckingham's sacrifice of the
Treasurer, Middlesex, to the resentment of the Commons. * The
greater the delinquent,” he urged, “the greater the delict. They
are a happy thing, great men and officers, if they be good, and
one of the greatest blessings of the land : but power converted into
evil is the greatest curse that can befall it” But the new
Parliament had hardly met, when he came to the front te threaten
a greater criminal than Middlesex. So menacing were his words, as
he called for an inquiry into the failure before Cadiz, that Charles
himself stooped to answer threat with threat. “I see,” he wrote
to the House, “ you especially aim at the Duke of Buckingham. 1
must let you know that I will not allow any of my servants to be
questioned among you, much less such as are of eminent place
and near to me.” A more direct attack on a right already
ackr10w}cdgcd in the impeachment of Bacon and Middlesex could
hardly be imagined, but Eliot refused to move from his constitu-
tional ground. The King was by law irresponsible, he “could do
no wrong.”> If the: country therefore was to be saved from a pure
despotism, it must be by enforcing the responsibility of the
ministers who counselled and executed his acts, LEliot persisted in
denouncing Buckingham’s incompetence and corruption, and the
Commons ordered the subsidy which the Crown had demanded to
be brought in “ when we shall have presented our grievances, and
received his Majesty’s answer thereto.” Charles summoned them
- to Whii.jehall, and commanded them to cancel the condition. He
would grant them *“liberty of counsel, but not of control;” and
he closed the interview with a significant threat. “Remember,” he
said, “that Parliaments are altogether in my power for their
calling, thtmg, and dissolution : and, therefore, as 1 find t.hc fruits
of them, to be good or evil, they are to continue or not to be.”
| But the will of the Commons was as resolute as the will of the
ng Buckin ’s impeachment was voted and carried to the
Lords. The favourite took his seat as a peer to listen to the
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