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SIIC. I county and of Northamptonshirc. I-lis example was widely 
TIIII fol lowed; and the general gatbcrings of the whole ministerial P".,T""" 
IS8J body of the clergy, and the smaller asscmbl ic fo r each diocese or ,. 
!60J shire, which in the Presbyterian scheme bore t~e name of Synods 

and Classes, began to be held in many parts of England [or the 
puq>oscs of debate and consultation. ~ The new organization was 
q uickly suppressed indeed, but Cartwri ght was saved from the 
banishment which Whitgi ft demanded by a pro isc of submission; 
his inAucncc steadily increased; and the struggle, transferred to 
the higher sphere of the ])arliament, widened in to the g reat contest 
for liberty under James, and the Civil War under his successor. 
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VII I PURITAN ENGLAND 

Sect ion 11.- T he F irst of the Stuarts, 1604- 1623 

(Allllllldtit"S. - Mr. Gardiner's U History of England from the Accession of 
James I." is invaluable fo r its fairness and good sense, and for the fresh inform­
:ttion collected in it. \Ve have Camden's" Annals of J:tnlCS I.," Goodman's 
"Court of James I.," Weldon's "Secret History of the Court of James I.," 
Roger Coke's" Detection," the correspondence in the" Caballl.," the letters in 
the" Court :tnd T ilnes of James I.," the documerns in Win wood's " Memorials 
of State," and the reported proceedings of lhe last lWO PArliaments. The 
Camden Society has published the correspondence of James wH.h Cecil, and 
Walter Vonge's" Diary." The leLte~ and works of Bacon ( fully edited by Mr. 
Spedding) are necessary for a knoll'ledge of lhe period. Hacket's" Life of 
\ Vi\liams,"and Harrington's" Nugre Anliqmc" throw valu:tble side·light on the 
politics of the time. But the Stuart system can 0111)" be fairly studied in the 

State- Papers, calendars of which are being published by lhe Master of the 
Rolls.] [The St:tte P:tpers are now carried on to ,6-14. - EO.) 

i 

T o judge fairly the attitude and policy of the English Puritans,­
thil t is of three-fourth.<; of the Protestants of England, at this 
moment, we must cu~rily review the fortunes 01 Protestantism 
during the reign of Elizabeth. At its opening the success of the 
Reforma tion seemed almost everywhere secure. Already trium­
phant in the ne rth of Germa ny at the peace of Augsburg. it was 
fast advancing to the conquest of the south. The nobles of 
Austria as well as the nobles and the towns of Bavaria were 
forsaking the older religion~ A Venetian ambassador estimated 
the German Catholics at little more than one-tell.til of the whole 
population of Germany. The new faith was firmly established in 
Scandinavia. Ea<;tward the nobles of Hungary and Poland 
became Protestants in a mass. In lhe wcst France was yielding 
more and morc to heresy. Scotland Oun,'! off Cathol icism under 
Mary, and England veered round agai n to Protestantism under 
Elizabeth. Only where the dead hand of Spain lay heavy, in 

• Caslille, in Aragon, or in Ital)" was the Reformation thoroughly 
crushed out ; and even the dead hand of Spain failed to crush 
heresy in the Low Countries. But at the very instant of its 
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CIIAP. VIII PURITAN ENGLAND 

seeming ' triumph, the advance of the new religion was suddenly 
arreste~. The first twenty years of Elizabeth's reign were a 
period of suspense. The progress of Protei;itantism gradually 
ceased. I t wasted its strength in theological controversies and 
persecutions, and in the bitter and venomous discussions between 
the Churches which (ollowed Luther and the Churches which 
followed Zwingli or Calvin ........ l t was degraded and weakened by 
the prostitution of the Reformation to political ends, by. the greed 
and worthlessness of the German princes who espoused its cause, 
by the factious lawlessness of the nobles in Poland, and of th~ 
IIuguenots in Frflnce. Meanwhile the Papacy succeeded in 
rallying the Cat holic world round the Council of Trent. The 
Roman Church, enfeebled and corrupted by the triumph o f ages, 
felt at last the uses of adversity, Iler faith was settled and 
defined, The Papacy was owned afresh as the centre of Catholic 
union. The enthusiasm of the Protestants roused a counter 
enthusiasm among their opponents; new religiQus orders rose to 
meet the waals of the day j(thu .c:apuclli~s ~came the preachers 
of Cathol icism, the J esuits bccarn,c t)~ o"lj .i.tS", preachers, but its 
directors, its schoolmasters, its missionttt'ic.s ... ~ its diplomati sts. ' . ~ . 
Tbeir organization, their blind obedience;,their real ability, thei.' 
fanatical zeal ga lvanized the pulpit, the school, the confessional 
into a new life, If the Protestants had e njoyed the profitable 
monopoly o f martyrdom at the opening of the century, the 
Catholics won a fair share of it as soon as the disciples 9£ Loyola 
came to the front, The tracts which pictured the tortures of 
Campian and Southwe ll roused much the !;.1. me fire at Toledo .or 
Vienna as the pages of Fo!>:c had roused in England. 'Even 
learning came to the aid of the oldcr faith, Hellarmine, the 
greatest of controversialists at this time, Baronius, the most erudite 
of Church historians, were both Cathol ics. With a growing 
inequality of strength such as this, we can hardly wonder that 
the tide was seen at last to turn. A few years before the fight 
with the Armada Catholicism began definitely to win ground. 
Southern Germany, where Bavaria was restored to Rome, and 

• where the Austrian House so long lukewarm in the faith at last 
became 7-calots in its defencc, was re-Catholicized. The success of 
Socirtianism in Poland severed that kingdom from any real com-
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munion ,~ith the general body of the Protestant Churches; and 
these again were more and more d ivided into two warring camps 
by the controversies about the Sc>.crament and Free Will. Ever)' ­

where the J esuits won converts, and their peaceful victories were 
soon baLked by the arm s of Spain. In the ncrce st ruggle which 
followed, Philip was undoubtedly worsted. England was saved by 
its defeat of the Armada; the United Provinces of the Netherlands 
mse into a great J)rotestant power through thei r own dogge<1 
heroism and the genius of \Villiam the Silent. France was rescued 
from the grasp of the Catholic League, at a moment when all hope 
seemed 'gonC', by the unconquerable energy of Henry of Navarre. 
But even in its defeat Catholicism gained ground. I n the Low 
Countries, the Rdormntion was driven from the \Va11oon pro­
Vinces, from nrabant, and from Flanders. i n Fra nce Henry the 
Fourth found himself obliged to pur.;haliC Paris by n mass; and 
the conversion of the King was followed by a quiet break ing up 
of the H ugucnot party. Nobles and sch(.tlars alike forsook 
Protest.mtism; and though the Reformation re mained dom inant 
south of the Loire, it loot all hope of winning France as a whole to 
its side. • . ., 

At the death of ... Elizabcth~·thercfore, thc tem per of every 
c.1.rnest Protestant, whether in Eng land or abroad, was that of a 
man who, after cherishing the hupe or a crowning victory, ill forced 
to look on at a crushing and irremediable clefc.'lI. The dream of a 
Reformation of the uni\'ersal C hurch was utterl)' at an end. The 
borders of Protestantism were narrowing every day, nor wa!! 
thcre a !>ign that the triumph of the Papacy was al·rested. A s 
hope after hope died into defeat and disaster, the mood of the 
Puritan grew stcrner ancl more intolerant. \Vhat inten3ined the 
dread ~\'a!:l a sense of defection and uncertainty within the pale of 
the Church of England its<:lf, As a new Christendom fairl), 
emerged from the troubled waters, the Renascence again made its 
influence felt. Its voice was heard above all in the work of 
Hooker, and the appeal to reason ;'lnd 10 humanity which there 
found expression coloured through its results the after history of 

• the ": ngli$h Ch urch. On the one hand the historica l feeling 
showed itself in a longing to aUy the religion of the present with 
the religion of the past, to claim part in the: great heritage of 
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Catholic tradition. Men like ,Q,et.1"gC Hcrbctt startL'<i back from 
the bare, intense spiritualism of $:h(! Puritan to find nourishment 
(or devotion in the aliter a§sociations which the ,,(ety of ages had 
grouped around it, in hoi), places and holy thing!l.1 in the stillness 
of church and altar, in the awful mystery of sacrament.II. 1\'lcn 
like Laud, unable to find standing ground in the purely personal 

GKOICa IIUflF.1tT. 
F_ .... ~; .. ,....;q", K. ""","#. 

relation between man and God \\hieh formed the b.1.sis of 
Calvinism. fell back on the consciousness of a living Christendom, 
which. torn and rent as it seemed, was soon to r'CSume its ancient 
unity. On the other hand. the appeal which Hooker addressed to 
reason produced a j;chool of philosophical thinkers whose timid. 
upgrowth was almost lost in the elash of warring creeds about 
th(~m, but who were destined-as the Latitudinarian~ or later days 
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-to make a deep impression on religious thought. As yet 

however this rationalizing movement limited itself to the work of 
moderating and reconciling, to recognizing with Calixtus the pet­

tineo;s of the points of difference which parted Christendom, and 
the greatness of its points of agreement, or to revolting with 
Arminius from the more extreme tenets of Calvin and Caldn's 

followers. No men could be more opposed in their tendencies to 
one another than the later High Churchmen, such as Laud, and 

the later Latitudinarians, such as Hales. But to the ordinary 
English Protestant both Latitudinarian and High Churchman 
were equally hateful. T o him the struggle with the Papacy was 

not one for compromise or comprehension. I t was a struggle 
between light and darkneso;, between life and death. No innovation 
in faith or worship was of small account, if it tcnded in the 
direction of Rome. Ceremonies, which in ·an hour of triumph 

might have been a llowed as solaces to weak brethren, he looked 
011 as acts of treason in this hour of defeat. The peril was too 

grcat to admit of tolerance or moderation. Now that fal schood 
was gaininggrolmd, the on ly security for tmth was to draw a 
hard and fast line between truth and falsehood. There was as yet. 

indecc'l no gener,!1 dcrUilnd for any change in the form of Church 
government, or of its relation to the State, but for some change in 
thc outer titual of worship which should correspond to the advancc 
which had been madc to a more pronounce".! Protestantism. \Ve 
see the Puritan temper in the Millenary Petition (as il was called), 
which was presented to James the First 011 his accession by somc 
eight hundred clergymen, about a tenth of the whole number in 
his realm. It askcd for no change in thc government Qr organiza. 
tion of the Church, but for a rcfonn of its courts, the removal of 
superstitious usages from the Book of Common Praycr, the disuse 
of lessons from the npocryphal books of Scripture, a more rigorous 
observance of Sundays, and the provision nnd trniningof preaching 
mlll1stcrs. Even statesmen who had little sympathy with the 
religious spirit about them pleaded for the purchase of religious 
and natjonal union by ecclesiastical reforms. "'Vhy," ao;ked 

• Bacon," should the civil state be purged and restored by good and 
wholesomc :aw5 made ever)' three years in Parliament assembled, 
devising remcdies as fast as time breedeth mischief, and contrari-
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wise the ecclesiastical state still continue upon the d regs of time, 
and receive no alteration lhese forty-five years or morc? " A 
general expectation, in fan, prevailed that, now the Queen's opposi­
tion was removed, somelhing would be done. ~ut, different ~.his 
theological temper was from the purely scc'ul..1.r temper of I!.hza­
beth, her successor was equally resolute against all changes in 

Ch urch matters. 
No sovereign could have jarred against lhq conception of all 

English ruler which had grown up under Plantagenct or Tudor 
more utterly than James the Fi rsL H is big head, h is slobbering 
tongue, his quilted clothes, his rickety legs, 5tood out in as 
grotesque a contrast with all that men recalled of Henry or 
Eli1.abeth as his gabble and rhodomontade, his want of personal 
dignity, his buffoonery, his co.uscness of speeeh, his pedi'ntry. 
his contemptible cowardice, Under this ridiculous e xterior 
howe\'er lay a man of milch natural ability, a ripe schola r 
with a considerable fund of shrewdness, o f mother·wit, a nd ready 
repartee, '-I is can ny humour lights up the political and theo­
logical controversies of the time with qua.int incisive phrases, 
with puns and epigrams and touches o f irony, which :'la-ill retain 
their SiWOlll'. His reading, especially in theological matters, was 
cxtcn;.;ivc j and he was a voluminous author on subjects which 
ranged from predestination to tobacco. But his shrewdness and 
learning on ly left him, in the phrase of Henry the Fourth, "t he 
\\'i~~t fool in Christendom." I-Ie had the temper of a pedant, 
a pedant's conceit, a pedant's love of theoiiCs, and a pedant's 
inability to bring his theories into any relat ion with actua.l facts. 
AlI ll). ight have gone well had he confined himself to sPeculations 
about witchcra ft, about predestination, about the noxiousness of 
smok ing. Unhappily for England and for his succes90r, he clung 
yet mo.-e passionately to thcol'ies of government which contained 
within them the seeds of a death-st ruggle between his people and 
the Crown. Even before his accession to the English throne, he 
had formulated his theory of rule in a work on " The True Law 
of F ree Monarchy;" and announced that, "although a good 
King wilJ frame his actions to .be according to law, yet he is not 
bound thereto, but o f his own will and for e.,,,ampie-giving to 
his subjects." \Vith the Tudor statesmen who used the phrase, 
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.. a n absolute King," or" an absolute monarchy," meant a sove reign 
or rule complete in thcmselve'3, and independent of all foreign 
or Papal interference. Jamc!tl those to regard the words as 
implying the monarch's freedom from a ll cont 01 by law, or from 
responsibilit), to anything but his own royal viii. The King's 
theory however was made a system o f government ; it was soon, 
as the Divine Right of Kings, to become a doctrine which bishops 
preached from the pulpit, and for which braye men la id their 
heads on the block. The Ch urch was q uick to adopt its sovereign's 
d iscovery. Convocation in its book of Cilnons denounced as a 
fatal error thc assert ion that "all civil power, j urisdict ion, and 
authority were first derived from the people and disordered 
multitude, or either is origin ally s till in them, or else is ded uce'd 
by thei r consent naturally from them; and is not God's ordinance 
originally descending from H im and depending upon H im." 1n 
strict accordancc with J ames's theory, these doctors declared 
sovereign ty in its origin to be the prerogative of birthrigll t, 
and inculcated passive obed ience to the monarch \\S a relig ious 
obligation. Cowell, a civil ian, followed up the discoveries of 
Convoca t ion by an announcement that" the King is a.bove the 
law by his absolute power," and that " notwithstanding hi~ oath 
he "may al ter and suspend any particular law that secmeth hurtful 
to the public estate." The book was suppressed on the rempn· 
strance of the H ouse of Commons, but the party o f passive 
obcdieoce grew fast. A few yea rs before the death of James, 
the Uni \'ersity of Oxford decreed solemnly that " it was in no 
case lawful for subje~ts to make usc of force against lhcir princcs, 
or to appear offensive ly o r defensively in the field against them." 
The King's "arrogant speeches," if they roused resentmcnt in 
the Parliaments to which they were addressed, creloted by sheer 
force of repetition a certain belief ill the arbitrary power they 

\ 

cnaHcnged for the Crown. We may g ive one instance of their 
tonc from a speech delivered in the Star-Chamber. " As it is 
atheism and blasphemy to dispute what God can do," said James, 
"so it is presumption and a high contempt in a subject to dispute 
what a King can do, or to say Ulat a King cannot do this or that." 
;, If the practice should follow the positions," once commented a 
thoughtful observer on words such as these, "we arc not likely 

I 
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VIII PURITAN ENGLAND 

to l eav~, to our successors that freedom we received from ou r 
forefathers." 

It is necessa ry to weigh throughout the course of James's 
reign this aggressive attitude of the. Crown, if we would rightly 
j udge what seems at first sight to be an aggressive tone in some of 
the proceedings of the Parl iaments. \ "lith new claims of power 
such as these before them,.;,o have stood still would have been 
ru in. The claim, too, was one which jarred against all that 
was noblest in the tcmpcr of the time. Men wert! evcrywhere 
reaching forward to the conception of law. Bacon sou'ght 
for law in material nature; Hooker asserted the rule of law 
over the spiritual world. The temper of the Pu ritan was eminently 
a temper of law. The d iligence wIth which he searched tbe 
Scriptu res sprang from his earnestness to discover a Divine Will 
whjch in all things, great or small, he might implicitl}' obey. 
But this im plicit obedience was reserved for the Divine Will 
alone; for human ordinances derived their strength olily from 
lheir correspondence with the revealed law of God. The Puritan 
was bound by his very religion to examine ever)' claim made 
on his civil and spiritual obedicnce by the powers that be j and to 
own or reject the cla im, as it accorded with the higher duty 
which he owed to God. II In matters of faith," Mrs. Hutchinson 
tells us of he& husband, " his reasun 'llways suhmitted to the 
Word of God; but in all other thin gs the grcatest names in 
the world would not lead him without rcason." It was plain 
that an impassable gulf parted such a temper as th is from the 
temper of unquestioning devotion to the Crown which James 
llcmandcd. 1t was a temper not on ly legal, but e"en pedantic 
in its legality, intolerant from its very sensc of a morn I order 
and law of the lawlessness and disorder of a personal tyranny; 
a temper of criticism, of judgement, and, if need be, of stubborn 
and uncbnqucrable resistance; of a resistance which sprang. not 
from the C:i sdain of authorit),. but from the Puritan's devot ion 
to an authQrity highcr than that of kings.V But if the theory 
of a Divine Right of Kings was certain to rouse against it all 
'-he nobler energies of Puritanism, there was something which 
roused its nobler and its pettier instincts of resistance alike in 
the place accorded by James to Bishops. Elizabeth's conception 
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of her ecclesiastical Supremacy had been a :.ore stumbling-block 
to her subjt.."Cts, but Elizabet.h at least I'cg-Mdcd the Supremacy 
simply as a branch of her C:rdinary p rerogative. The theory 
of James, however, WitS as differeilt from 'ttat of Elizabeth, as 
his view o f kingship was diffe rent from hers. It was the outcome 
of the bitter years of humiliation which he had endured in 
Scotland ill his struggle wi th Presbyterianism . .... The Scotch 
presbyters had insulted and frigb tened h:ml in the carly days 
of his reign, and he chose to confound Puritanism with Presby­
terianism ...... No prejud ice, however, was really required to suggest 

his course. In itself it was logical, ann consistent with the 
premisses from which it started. I r theologically h is opinions 

were Calvinistic, in the ecclesiastical fabr ic o f Ca lvinism, in its 
organization o f the Church, in its annual assemblies, in its public 

discussion and criticism of acts of governmellt through the puipit, 
he saw an o rganized democracy which threatened hi s crown. 

The new force which had overthrown episeop'1CY in Scotland 
was a force which might overthrow the mona rchy itself. It was 

the people which in its religious or its political gu ise \\ as the 
assai lant of both. And as their foc was the same, SO James 
argued with the shrewd short-sighted ness of his race; !.bci r cause 

was the same. "No bishop," ran his famous adage, "no King!" 
J lopes o f ecclesiastical change found 110 echo in a K ing who, 

. a mong all the charms that England presented him, saw none 
:00 a ttractive as its ordered and obedient Church, its synods that 

met at the royal will, its courts. that arded out the royal 
ordinances, iLS bishops that held themselves to be royal officers. 

Hamplon If he a~cepted the 1\1 illenary Petition, a nd summoned a conference 
Co;ft";~u o f prelates and 1'urita n divi nes at Hampton COurt, he showed 

100. no purpose of discussing the grievances alleged. He revelled 

in the opportunity for a display of his theological reading j but 
he viewed the Puritan demands in a purely j>olitical light. The 
bishop!i decla red that the insults he !ihowcrcd on their oppone nts 

were d icta ted by the H oly Ghost. The Puritans still ventured 
to dispute his inrallibility. James broke up the con ference with 

a threat which revealed the policy of the Crown. " I will make 
them conform," he said o r the· re~onstrants, "or 1 will harry them 
out of the land." 
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It is only by thoroughly realizing the temper of the nation 
on religious and civil subjecto;, and the temper of the King, that 
we can understand the long Parliamentary conRict which occupied 
the whole of j ames's reign. But to make its details inteHigible 
we must brieRy review the relations between the two Houses 
and the Crown. The wary prescience of Wolsey had seen in 
Parliament, even in its degradation under the Tudors, the 
memorial of an older freedom, and a centre of national resistance 
to the new despotism which Henry was establishing, should the 
nation ever rouse itself to resist. Never perhaps wal> English 
liberty in such deadly peril as when Wolsey resolved on the 
practical suppression of the two Houses. But the bolder genius 
of Cromwell set aside the 'traditions of the New ~{onarcby. His 
confidence in the power of the Crown revived the Parliament 
ill> an easy and manageable ins.trument of tyranny. The old 
forms. of constitutional freedom were turned to the profit of 
the royal despotism, and -a revolution which for the moment 
left England absolutely ~t . Henry's feet was wrought out by a 
series of parliamentary statutes. Throughout Henry's reign 
Cromwell 's confidence was justified by the spirit of slavish 
submission which pervaded the I-£.Oll ses. But the effect of the 
religious change for which hi'S m<;asures made room began to 
be felt during the! rni llQrity of Edward the Sixth; and the debates 
and divisions on the religious reaction which Mary pressed on 
the Parl iament were many and violent. A grcat step forward 
was marked by the effort of the Crown to neutralize by " ntanagc· 
ment" an opposition which it . cou ld no Jonger overawe. The 
Parliamento; were packed with nominees of the Crown. Twenty­
two new boroughs were created undcr Edward, fourteen under 
Mary ; some, indeed, places entitled to representation by their 
wealth and population, but the bulk oJ them small towns or 
hamlets which lay wholly at the disposal of the royal Council. 
Eliz..tUeth adopted the system of her two predecessors, both in 
the creation of boroughs and the recommendation or candidates; 
but her keen political instinct soon perceived the uselessness of 
both expedients. She fell back as far as she could on Wolsey's . . 
polley of practical abolition , and sum moncd Parliaments at 10'nger 
and longer intervals. By rigid ec-onomy, by a policy of balance 
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----
and peace, she strove, and for a long t ime successfully strove, 
to avoid' the necessity of assembling them at all. But Mary o r 
Scotland and Philip or Spain proved rriends to English liberty 
in its sorest need. The struggle with Catholicism forced Elizabeth 
to have more frequent recourse to her Pa rliament, and as she 
was driven to appeal ror increasing supplies the tone or the 
I-louses rose h igher and higher. On the question or taxation 
or monopolies her fierce spirit wao; rorced to give way to their 
demands. On the question o r religion shl.; refused all concession, 
and England was driven to await a change of system rrom 
her successor. Hut it is clear, rrom the earlier acts of his reIgn, 
that James was preparing ro r a struggle with the Houses rather 
than ror a policy ~r concession. During the QUCGiil'S reign, the 
power o r Pal'liament had s'prung mai~ly rrom the conti nuance or 
the war, and rrom the necessity under which the Crown lay of 
appealing to it ror supplies. It is rair tf) the war party in Eliul· 
beth's Council to remember that they were fighting, not merely 
for Protestantism abroad, but ror constitutional liberty at horne. 
When Essex overrode Burleigh's counsels of peace, the old minister 
pointed to the words of the Bible, " a blood-thirsty Itlan shall 
not live out half his days." But Essex and his rricnds had nobler 
motkes for the ir policy or war than a thirst for blood ; as James 
had other motives fol' his policy or peace than a hatred or blood­
shedding. The peace which he llastellcd to conclude with Spain 
was necessary to establish the security of his throne by depriving 
the Catholics, who alone qucstioned hi6 title, o r roreign aid. With 
the same object of averting a Catholic rising, he relaxed the penal 
law,; against Cat~olics, and rcleased recusants rrom payment · or 

y 
fi nes. But however justifil\l?\c such steps might be, the sterner 
Protestants heard angrily of negotiations with Spain and with 
the Papacy which seemed to show a withdrawal rrom the struggle 
with Catholicism at borne and abroad. 
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The "Parliament of Ilio4 met in another. modtl rrom that o f any 
Parliament which had me\. ror a hundred years. Short as had been 
the time since his accession , the temper of the King had already 
(Fsclosed itself i and men were dwel!ing ominously on the claims o f 
absolutism in Church and State which were constantly on his lips. 
Above all, the Ilopes of religious concessions to which the Puritans 
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had clung had been clashed to the. ~round in the Hampton Court 
Conference; and of the squires and merchants who thronged the 

benches of \Vestminster threc-f{lurths were in sympathy Puritan . 

They listened with coldness and s~spicion to th~ proposals of the 
King for the union o f England and Scotland 1 ncler the name or 

U:,,(ITE or J Ml t:S I. , 1604, 
.'in t Coin .. I,~h bon="" ' he l~ "C~al Ilritain:' 

Great Britain. What the House was really set on was ,cligious • 
reform, "(he first step of the Cum mons was to name a committee 

to frame bills for the redress of the more ' ;£ying ccdr<;insti;al 
g rie-.lIlfes; a nd the rejection of the measures they propOIiGd was 
at OIlCC followed by an outspoken address to the King. The 
Parliament, it sa id, had come together in a spirit of peace: <l Our 
d~ires were of peace only, and our device of unity." Their aim 

had been to put an end to the long-sta nding di ssension among the 
Ininisters, and t9 preserve uniformity by the a"bandonment of "a 
few ceremonies of small imporrance," by the redress of some 
ecclesiastical abllscs, and by, the establishment of an efficient 
training for a preaching clergy. I f they had waived their right tc: 

deal with these matters during the old age of 'Elizabeth, they 
asserted it now~ "Let your Majesty be pleased to r~ceivc public 
information from your Commons in Parliament, as well of the 
abuses in the Church, as in the civil stato and go\'Crnment" The 
claim of absolutism was met in words which sound like a prelude 
to the Petition .etf Right. " Your Majesty would be misinformed~' 
said the address." if any man should deliver that the Kings 6f 
England have any absolute power in themselves either to alter 
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religion, or to make ,Ul}' laws concerning the sam!!, othenvise than 
as in temporal causes, by consent of Parliament." The address· 

was met by a petulan t scoldi~g from Jametnd the Houses w~re 
adjourned. The support of the Crowll cmbo dened the bishops to 
a fresh defiance of the Jluritan pressu re. he act of Eli 7.abeth 
which sanctioned the Thirty-n ine Articles compelled ministers to 
SJ.lbscribe only to those which concerned the faith and the 
sacraments; but the Convocation of 1604 br its canons requi~ed 
subscription to the articles touching rites and ceremonies. Th'! 
new .ilrchbishop, Bancroft, added a requirement of rig id conformity 
with the rubrics 0 11 the part of all beneficed clergymen. I n the 
following spring three hundred of the l.'urit~l clergy were llri\·en 
from their livings for a refusal to comply with these ~emand s. 

The breach with the Puritans was followed by a breach with the 
Catholics. The increase in their numbers since the remission of 
fines had spread a generai panic; and Parliament had fe-enacted 
the penal laws. A rumour of his OWI\ conversion so angered the 
King that these were now put in force wi th even more seve rity 
than of old. The despair of the Cathol ics gave fresh ti fe to a 
conspiracy which had long been ripening. Hopeless of aid from 
abroad, or of success in an open rising at home, a small knot of 
despe rate men, with Robert Cates by, who had taken part in the 
rising of Essex, at their head, resolved to destroy at a blow both 
King and Pa rl iament. Da rrels of powder were placed in a cellar 
beneath the Pa rliamen t House ; and while waiting for the firth of 
November, when the Pa rliament was summoilcd to meet, the plans 
of the little g roup widened into a fonnidable conspiracy. 
Catholics of gr~ter fort~ne, such as Sir Everard Digby and 
Francis Tresham, were admitted to their confidence, and suppl ied 
money for the la rger projects they designed. Arms were bought 
in Flanders, horses were held in readiness, a meeting of Catholic 
gentlemen was brough t about under show of a hunting party to 
serve as the beginning of a rising. The destruction of the King 
was to be followed by lhe seizure of his children and an open 
revolt, in which aid might be called fo r from the Spaniards in 
Flanders. Wonderful as was the secrecy with which the plot was 
concealed, the family affection of T resham at the last moment gave 
a clue to it by a letter to Lord Monteagle, his relative, which 
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\varned him to absent himself from the Parliament on the fatal 
day; and further information brought about the discovery of the 

. cellar and of Guido Fawkes, a sold ier of fortune, who was charged 
wHh thc custody of it. The hunting party broke up in despai r, 
the conspirators were chased from county to county, and either 
killed or sent to the block, and Garnet, the Provincial of the 
Engli sh Jesuits, was brought to trial and executed. He had 
shrunk from all part in the plot, but its existence had been made 

T HE GUNI'OW[)EIl. I'LO'I'1'f.Il.~. 

p,..... rill~""p .jlh 8.,tr "W . ..... fftip 8~1<A""""'''I' .I,r y,""ltM ... i,"~. 
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known to him by another Jesuit, Greenway, and horror-stricken as 
he represented himself to have been he had kept the secret and 
left the Parliament to its doom. 

Parliament was drawn closer to the King by deliverance from 
a common peril, and when the Houses mct in 1606 the Commons 
were willing to vote a sum large enough to pay the debt left by 
Elizabeth afte r the war. But the prodigality of J ames was fast 

~ raising his peace expenditu re tc the level of the war expenditure of 
Elizabeth, and he was driven by the needs of his treasury, and the 
desire to free hi mself from Parliamentary cantrol, to seek new 
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sources of: revenoo. H is firs~ great innovation WiiS the impOsition 
of customs dutic~ I t had long; been decl,!-red -ilIe:,gal for the Crown 
to levy .any duties un­
granted by 'Parliament save 
those on wool, leather, and 
tin. A duty on imports 
indeed had been imposed 
in one or two instances by 
Mary, and this impost had 
been extended by Elizabeth 
to currants and wine; but 
these instances were too 
trivia l ,lIld exceptiorml to 
break in upon the general 
usagc. A more dangerous 
precedent lay in the duties 
which the great trading 

AIIMS 01' TilE l-EVAST OR TUII.KKV CO)dl'A~Y. 

I"""""l'O"Led by I:m. ... "'"' ~. 
'hulltl, "Lkr." C."'jHI"t~, ./ L;"J."." 

companies, such as those to the Levant and to the Indies, exacted 
from merchants, in exchange-as was held-for the protection they 
afforded them in far-off seas. The Levant Company was now 

",UIS 0' TilE A-'RICAN CO~I PANY. 

I ~corporalod .sat. 
"-"'rl, "l.hN." C;N"".iu ./ I.;'"""' ... 

dissolved, and James seized 
on the duties it had levied 
as lapsing to the Crown. 
Parliament protested in vain. 
Ja_mes cared quite as much to 
asscrt his absOlute authority 
as to fill his t reilsury. A 
case therefore was brought 
before the Exchequer Cham­
ber, and the judgement of the 
Court asserted the King's 
right to levy what customs 
du ties he would at his plea­
sure. "All customs," said the 
J udges, "arc the effects of 
foreign commerce, but all 

affai rs of commerce and treaties with foreign nations belong to the 
King's absolute power. He therefore, who has power over the cause, 
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has power o\'cr the e ffect." The importance or .a decision which 
would go far to free the Crown .from the necessity of resorting to 
Parliament was seen keenly enough by James English commerce 
was growing fast , and English merchants we fighting their ~\'ay. 
to the Spice Islands, and establi shing scttlemel,ts in the dominions 
of the Mogul. The judgement gave James a revenue which was 
sure to grow rapidly, and the needs of his tr~asury forced him to 
action. After two years' hesitation a royal P'fCiamation impoSl.-d 

ORIGISAI. "UII o r Till: £AS"!' 11'001" CO)lrAl'<\". 
1~,600.. 

1J.u.w,.,, ·' /lulit, 0" . "N.N •. ~ 

a system of customs duties all many articles of cxport and import. 
But if the lIew impositions came in fast, the royal debt grew 
faster. Every year the expenditure of Jamcs reached a higher 
level, and necessity forced on the King a fresh assembling of 
Parliament. The" great contrAct" drawn UI) by Cecil, now Earl of 
Salisbury, proposed that James should waive certain oppressive 
feudal rights, such as those of wardship and marriage, ~nd the 
right of purveyance, on condition that the Commons raised the 
royal revenue by a sum of two hundred thousand a year. The 
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bargain failed however before the distmsl of the Commons: and 
the King's demand for a grant to payoff the royal debl was met 
by a petition of grievances. They had jealously watched the new 
character given by James to royal proclamations, by which he 

• 

COUItT 0 1< WAltOS ANI> LlVVoI.:U:li, Co 1588-1598. • 
.. V~/"I/. iI.-",,,,,,. .. I~··; /"",., f'kl"~ .. " C.II~d;'" .., J)H~·~ .. f Ridt_.-!. 

created new offences, imposed new penal ties, and called offenders 
Lefore courts which had no legal jurisdiction over them. The 
province of the spi ritual courts had been as busily enlarged. I t 
was in vain that the judges, spurred no doubt by the old jealousy 
between civil and ecclesiastical lawyers, entertained appeals 
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against the High COII)missi;Jll, an<.l strove by a series of decisions 
to set bounds to its Jimitlcs<; d uims of jurisdiction, or to restrict its 

pOll'ers or imprisonment to cases of schism ilnd heresy. The 
judges were powerless aga inst the OrO I\ ' \ ; and James was 
vehement in his support of courts which 'cre closely bound 
up with his ow n prerogative. \~'e~ the trcasury once full 110 

means rcmained of redressi ng thesc c'\,ils .• No, were the Commons 
willing to pass ovcr silentl), the illegalities pf the past ycars. 
James forbade them to enter on the subject of the new duties, but 
thcir remonstrance was none thc less vig6rous. " Finding that 

Se""nCetnlh c..OIlUl1·. 'r_,. _/ ~,",Plf. 

your :Majesty without advice or counsel of 
Parliament hath lately in ! t ime of peace .set. 
both g reater impositions and more in number 
than an}' of your noble ancestors did ever 
in time . of war," the}' prayed "that al! im· 
positions set without thc assent of l' a rliament 
ma), be quite abolished and taken away," 
and that "a law be made to dC'cla re that 
all impositions set upon your people, their 
goods or merchandise, ' save ol\ly by common 
consent in Parliament, are and shall be void .'-' 
As to Chu rch grievances thei r demands were 
in the same spi ri t. The}' pra}'ed that the 
deposed ministers might be suffered to preach, 
and that the jurisdiction of the High Com. 
mission should be reguiated by statute; ill 
other words, that ecclesiastical like financial 
matters. should be taken out of the sphere 
of the prerogative and be ('wned as Iyir.g 
henceforth within the cognizance of j>arlia­
mcnt. \Vhatever concessions James might 
offer on other subjects, be would allow no 
interference with his ecclcsiastica l preroga-
tive; the Parliament was di ssolved , and three 

years passed be fore the finan cial straits of the Government 
forced James to face the two houses agai n. But the spirit of 
resistance was now fairly rou!>Cd. Never had an election stirred so 
much popular passion as that of 16 14. In every case where 
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rejection w~s possible, the court cand idates were rejected. All the 
leading members o f thr: popular party, or as we should now call it, 
the Opposi tion, were ag.\in rctllrncd. But thrcc hundred of the 
members were wholly new mcn ; and among tI sc we note for the 
first time the names of two leaders in the lnt r struggle with the 
Crown. Yorkshire returned Thomas \Vclltworth ; St. Germans, 
John E liot. Signs of an unprecedented excitement were secn in 

t 

Tin: 11F.LL~I "'N" 0 1" LO!';DON, 1616. 
TI~u-",p ,". e"u_m C#(I<Ii"" (Rrili.A M" •• ",). 

the vehement cheering and hissing which for the fir5t time marked 
the proceedings of the Commo ns. But the policy o f the Parliament 
was p~cciscJy the same as that of its predecessor!>. rt refused to 
grant supplies till it had considered public grievances, and it fixed 
on the impositions and the abuses of the Chu rch as the first to be 
redressed. Unlucki ly the inexperience of the bulk of the House 
of Commons led it into quarrelling on a poi nt of privilege wit,.. 
the Lords ; and the King, who had been frightcncd beyond his 

• 
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wont at the vehemence of their tone and language, seized on the 
. quarrel as a pretext for their dissolution. 

Four of the leading members in the dissolved Parliament were 
sent to the Tower ; and the terror and resentment which it had 
IO\l<;cd in the King's mind were secn in the obstinacy with which 
he long pcrl>istcd in governing without any Parliament at all. For 

• 
01.0 TOWN ""'I.I~ IIP.~KI'OR D. 

n,clh . 6,S-. e.,.,: drawn by 1110mu Didlky, 'ctnp. Chi .. , ... II . : nnw du ..... ,..od. 

seven years he carried out with a blind recklessness his theory of 
an absolute nile, unfettered by any !><:ruples as to the past, or 
any dread of the future. All the abuses which Parliament after 

• Parliament had denounced were not only con tinued, but carried to 
~.Jreater extent than before. The spiritual courts were encouraged 
~ fresh encroachments. Thougl, the Crown lawyers admitted the 
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illegality of proclamations they were issued in greater numbers than 
ever. Im positions were strictly levied. But the treasury was still 
empty; and a fatal necesSitr at l~st dro\'e J ames toa formal breach 
of Jaw. He fell back on a resource which even Wolsey in the 
height o f the Tudor power had been forced t abandon. But the 
letters from the Counci l demanding benevolences or gifts from the 
richer landowners remained generally unanswered. In the three 
yea rs which followed the dissolution of 16 14 the strenuous efforts 
of the sheriffs only raised six ty thousand pou ds, -a sum less than 
two·thirds of the value of a single subsidy; and although the 
remonstrances of the western cou nties Were roughly silenced by 
the threats of the Counci l, two counties, those of lI ereford and 
Stafford, sent not a pcnny to the last. In his distress for money 
J ames was driven to ()."{pedients which widened the breach between 
the gentry and the Crown. H e had refused to part with the feudal 
rigbts which came down to ~im from the Middle Ages, such as his 
right to the wardship of yOung heirs and the marriage of heiresses, 
and theSe were steadily used as a means o f extortion. H e degraded 
the nobi lity by a shameless sa le of peerages. Of the {a rty-five lay 
peeTS whom he added to the Uppcr H ouse during his reign, many 
were created by sheer bargaining. A proclamation which {orbane 
the increase of houses in London brought heav}' fines ·into thb 
treasury. By shi fts such as these J ames put off from day t'o day 
the necessity for again encountering the Olle body which could 
pcnnanently arrest his effort after despotic rule. But there still 
remained a bod)' whose tradition was strong enough, not indeed to 
a rrest, but to check it. The lawyers had been subservient beyond 
all other classes to the Crown. In the narrow pedantry with wh ich 
they bent before isolated pre<;edents, without realizing the conditions 
under which these precedents had becn framed, and to which they 
owed their very varying value, the judges had supported James in 
his claims. But beyond precedents even the judges refused to ga. 
They had done their best, in a case that came before them, to 
restrict the jurisdiction of the ecclesiastical courts within legal and 
definite bounds: and when James asscrted an inherent right in the 
King to be heard before judgement \~as delivered, whenever any 
case affecting the prerogative came before his courts, they timidly, 
but firmly, repudiated such a right as unknown to the law. James 
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sent for them to the Royal closet, and rated them like school~boysJ 
till they fell 011 their knees, and, with a single exception, pledged 
themselves to obey his will. The Chier~Justice, Sir Edward Coke, 

II. HDW~Rn COK&. 
F ..... • ,. Ji"P"'fIiq'" D..,iJ lAalll<. 

a narrow-minded and bitter~tempcred man, but of the highest 
.eminellce as a lawyer, and with a reverence for the law that over~ 

I rl?Jii.e every other instinct, alone remained firm. \Vhen any case 
~me before him, he answered. he would act as it became a judge 
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to act Coke was at once dismissed from the Council, and a 
provi~io fl which made th~ judicial office tenable at the King's 

pleasure, but which 
L .~n . rad long fallen into 

':r:f76-Vot:'.~ 1isuse, was revived 
./ to humble the com· 

mon law in the per­
spn of its chief 
officer ; on the con­
tinuance of his re­
sistance he was ~e· 
prived of his post of 
Chief· Justice. No 
act of James seems 
to have stirred a 
deeper resen tment 
among Englishmen 
than this announce­
ment of hi!; will to 
tamper with the 
course of justice. It 
was an outra~ on 
the growing sense of 
law, as the proru ~ 

sian and profligacy 
of the CDurt were - , 
an outrage Qn the 
growing sense 'of 
morality. The t rea­
sury WdS drained to 
furnish f1\asques and 
rc\'cis on a scale of 
unexampled splen-

"KIHrp.RllOUHG." dour. Lands and 
Cow, Sa.tin .... an A ... bap,ia, Ik .. ~ by Jni,so )00_ lJr. ,'ewels were lavished 

AI .... "". 

on young adven-o 
T"~ (;Qllrl tUrers, whose fair faces caught the royal fancy. If the cour f 

ElizabeUl was as immoral as that of her successor, its immorality 
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had been shrouded by a veil or · grace a nd chivalry. But no 
veil hid the degrading grossness of the court of J a mes. The 
King was held, though unjustly, to be a drunhrd. Actor:, in a 
masque performed at court were secn rolling intoxicated at h is 

YIGUI.I!S I)I!S IGNr.O »v tIIilGO JONES N k Till!. MASQUE O. "Till, I'OkTUNAT. 

lSI.!''';;,'' 

feet. A scandalous trial showed great nobles and officers of 
'State in league with cheats and astrologers and poisoners. James 
h;r,'Iself had not shrunk from meddling busi\y in the divorce of 

_.. Lady Essex. i and her subsequent bridal with one of his favourites 
3 T:l 
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was cclebrntcd in his presence. Before scenes such as these, 
the halr~idolatrous rC~'crcnct: with which the sovereign harl been 
regarded throughout lhe peribd of the Tudors died away into 
abhorrence and contempt. The players J,>enly mocked at the 
K ing on the stage. Mrs. Hu tchinson denounced the orgies of 

"CAllie." 

Sat;'" ... """"Jar ~ Ikctd..cl by 1".0 J .... b • c..un !ohLoq ... 

Whitehall in words 
as ficry as those 
with which Elijah 

I denounced the .sen­
suality of J czcbel. 
But the immorality 
of j ames's court was 
11ardly morc despic­
able than the folly 
of his govcrlln~ent. 

I n the s ilence of 
Parliament, the royal 
Council, composed as 
it was not merely 
of the ministers, but 
of the hig~er nobles 
and hcrcc!itary offi­
cers of state, had 
served even under a 
despot like Henry 

_ lhe Eighl~ . a'! a 
check upon the ar­
bitrary will of the 
sovereign. But after 
til!.! death of Lord 
Burl'!igh's s on, 
Robert Cecil, the 
mini s ter whom 

Eliubeth had bequeathed to him, and whose services in pro­
TI,.. . curing his accession wcrc rewarded by the Earldom of Salis-

Fa1J()tlntn 
bury, all real control over affairs was withdrawn by James 
from the Council, and entrusted to worthless favourites whom 
thc K ing chose to raise to honour. A Scotch page namcd 
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Carr was created Viscount Rochester and Earl of Somerset, and 

married aftcr her divorcc to Lady Essex . Supreme in S tate 
affairs, domestic and foreign, he was at last hurled from favour 
and power on the charge of a horrible crime, the murder of 
Sir Thomas Overbury by poison, of which he and his Countess 

"OI! ~ItT CAIlIl ""I) I'IlM'!CU IIOW-'lm , Mil l. M<: O COUN T ESS OF 5O~I EIlSET. 
r""f_~'7 r ri,,1 ;. Bri14' "'. HOI,.. 

were convicted of being the instigators. Another favourite was 
al ready pre?ared to take his place. George Villiers, a hand· 

.some young adventurer, was raised rapidly through every rank 
of the peerage, made Marquis and Duke of Buckingham, and 
entrusted with the appointment to high offices of state. The 
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payment of bribes to him, or marriage with his greedy relatives, 
became the one road to lx..Jitical preferment. Resisbnce 10 his 
will was inevitably followed "by dismissal rom office. Even the 
highest and most powerful of the noblc3 erc made to tremble 
at the nod o f this young upstart. "Never ny man in any age, 
nor, I believe, in any country," says the astonished Clarendon. 
"rose in so short a time to so much greatness of honour, power, 
or fortune, upon no other advantage or recommendation than of 
the beauty or gracefulness of his pcrson.' ~ Buckingham indeed 
had no inconsiderable abiiitic.<;, but his self-confidence and reck­
lessness were equal to his <beauty; and the haughty ,you ng 
favourite on whose neck James loved to 1011, and whose ch~ek he 
slobbered with kisses, was destined to drag down in his fata l 
career the throne of the Stuarts. 

The new system was even more disastrous in its results abroad 
than at home. The witlldrawal of power from the Council left 
James in effect his own chief minister, a nd master of the control 
of affairs as no English sovcreign had been before him. At his 
accession he found the direction of foreign affairs iii the hands of 
Salisbury, and so long as Salisbury lived the Elizabethan policy 
was in the main adhered to. Peace, indeed, was made ',vith Spain; 
but a close alliance with the United Provinces, and a more guarded 
alliance with France, held the ambition of Spain in check almost 
as effectually as war. \ Vhen danger grew threatening in Germany 
from the Catholic zeal of the H ouse of Austria, the marriage of the 
King's daughter, Elizabeth, with the hcir-of the Elector-Palatine 
promised English support to its Protestant powers. But the death 
of Salisbury, and the dissolution of the Parliament of 1614, were 
quickly followed by a diSastrous change. James at once procecd~d 
to und~ all that the s truggle of Elizabeth and the tri umph o f the 
Armada had done. His quick, shallow intelligC'nce held that in a 
joint action with Spain it had found a way by which the Crown 
might at once exert weight abro.1.d, and be rendered independent 
of the nation at home. A series of negotiations was begun for the 
marriage of his son with a Princess of Spain. Each of his 
successive favou rites supported the Spanish alliance; and after 
years of secret intrigue the King's intentions were p rocla imed to 
the world, at the moment when the policy of the I inuse of A ustria 



• 

VIII PURITAN ENGLAND 

threa,cned the Protestants o r Southern Germany with utter ruin or 
civil war. From whatcver quarter the first aggression should come, 

ROBi,:RT O:CII., f.M:.L OF SAI.ISJlUlty. 
F,...,. .... B_p't<fJ'q by Bis/nd . 

it was plain that a sccond great struggle in arms between Pro­
testantism and Catholicism was to be rought out on German soi l. 
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It was their prescience ofthe coming conAict which, on the very P!'C 
of tbe crisis, spurred a Pilrty amC?ng his ministers who still clung to 

the traditions of Sal isbury t~ sUpp!')rt a~ ('ntcr~risc wh,ieh p~om~scd 
to detach the King from hIS new policy by Imtangl mg hIm In a 
war with Spain. Sir Walter Ralcgh, the pile reat warrior of the 
Eliaabcthan lime who still lingered on, had been imprisonct1 c\'cr 

(;Y.lllol"N CII055-I\OW, c, [600. 
T_qL#Ni-. 

since the beginning ohhe new reig n in the Tower on a charge of 

treason. He now disclosed to J ames his knowlcdgc..,of a gold­
mine Oil the Orinoco, and praycJ th<1t he mig:ht s",il thither and 

work its treasures for the King. The King wa!J tempted by the 
bait of gold; but he forbadc any attack 0 11 Spanish lcrritory, or 
thc shcdding of Spanish blood. Ralcgh howcvcr had riskcd his 

ARJlAl.ltST, c. 1600. 

T_".f 1.1UI"". 

head again and again, he believed in the talc he told, and he knew 
that if war cou ld be brought about betwcen England and Spai n a 

new career was open to him. He found the coast occupied by 
Spanish troops; cvading di rect orders to attack he sent his men ' 
up the country, where they plundered a Spanish town, found no 
gold-mine, and came broken and defeated back. T he daring of 

, 
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the man saw a fresh resource; he proposed to seize the Spanish 
treasure ships as he returned , and, like Drake, to turn the heads 
of nation and King by the immense spoil. But his men would not 
follow him, a nd he was brought home to face his doom. James at 
once put his did sentence in force; and the death of the broken­
hearted ad\'enturer on the scaffold atoned for the affront to Spain. 
The failure of Ra legh came at a critical moment in German 
historr. The religious truce which had so long preserved the 
peace o f Gcrmany was broken in 16 18 by the revolt of Bohemia 

Co\N:"OON. 
MS. C.II.~J"Ii"t ,.', no" ",n. .60>1. 

against the rule of the Catholic H ouse of Austria '; and when the 
dealh of the Emperor Matthias raised his cousin Ferdinand in 
1619 to the l!:mpire and to the thl'Ollc of Bohemia, its nobles 
declared the realm vacant and chose Frederick, the young Electo! 
l'alatine, as their King. The German Protestants were divided by 
the fatal jea lousy between their L utheran nnd Ca lvinist princes; 

. but it was believed that Frederick's election could unite them, and 
the Bohemian~ counted on England's support when they chose 
James's son-in-law for their king, A firm policy would at any rate 
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have held S pain inactive, and limited the contest to German}" 
itself. But the" statccraJt" O~l which James prided h imself led 
him to count, not on Sp:mi"h rc~r, but on SPfnish rricn~ship. He 
refused aid to the Protestant Umon of the Ghman Pnnces when 
they espoused the cause of Bohemia, and th,rcatencd war against 
Holland, the one power which was carnest in the Palatine's cause. 
It was in Y;lin that both cou rt and people were \lnan imous in their 

rlla;~IA:;:. 

T~IIII'- Jamu t. 
B_"~Mt (s/>(utJ' ./ A~ IIv"II'*4 

cry for war. J ames still pressed his son- in-law to withdraw from 
Bohemia, and relied in such a case on the joint efforts of Eng land 
a nd Spain to restore peace. But F rederick 'refused consent, and 
S pain quickly threw aside the mask. H er famous battalions were 
soon moving up the Rh ine to the aid of the Emperor ; and thei", 
march turned the local struggle in Bohemia into a European war. 

N(H!. 1620 While the S paniards occupied the Palatin'ltc, the army of thc 
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Catholic League under Maximilian of Bava na marched down the 
Danube, reduced Austria to submission, and forced Frederick to 
battle before the walls of Prague. Before the day was over he was 
galloping off, a fugitive, to North Germany, to find the Spaniards 
encam~d as its masters in the heart ('f lhe Palatinate. 

J ames had been duped , and for the moment he bent before the 
burst of popular fury which the danger to German Protestantism 

)lUSKf.TF.fl:II. . 

Tomp. 1"...... 1. 
n""""sidt: (SK;~I~ ~f A.Uq"""'II). 

called up. H e hiid already been brought to suffer Sir Horace Verc 
to take some English volunteers to the Palatinate. nut the 
SUCCour had come too late. The cry for a Parliament, the 
necessary prelude to a war, overpowered the King's secret 

• resistance; and the I-rouses were again called together. But the 
Commons were bitterly chagrined as they (ound only demands (or 
supplies, and a persistence in the-old efforts to patch up a peace. 
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James even sought the good will of the Spaniards by granting 

license for the export of arms to Spain. .T he resentment of the 
Commons found cxpression in their dealings with home affairs. 

The most crying constitutional grievance arose from the rcvival of 
monopolies, in spite or the pledge of Elizabeth to suppress them. 
A parliamcnta ry right which had slept ever since the reign of 
Hcnry Vr., the right of the LO\Vcr Housc to impeach greatoffcnders 
at the bar of thc Lords, wa!' rc\·ivcd against the monopolis ts; a nd 
James was d riven by the general indignation to leave them to their 

KSIGIIT 0' Till'. GAIlT RR A"D ATTRSDA"T. 
AI~~", ~f(;. HtHt.,d"J"r_/ K~"''''h~, ' MJ-,605- MS. EK. l ila •• 

fate. But the practice of monopolies was only one sign of the 
corruption or the court. Sales or peerages and offices of state had 
raised a general disgust; and this disgust showed it'>Cl f in the 
impeachment of the highest among the officers of State, the 
Chancellor, F rancis Bacon, the most distinguished man of his t ime 
for learning and ability. At the accession of James the rays of 
royal fa vour had broken slowly upon Bacon. He bCcame 
successi\'e\y Solicitor and A ttorney-General; the year of Shak­
srere's death saw h im called to the Privy Counci l ; he verified 
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Elizabeth's prooiction by becoming Lord K t'eper. At last the goal 
of his ambition was reached. H e had attached himself to the rising 
fortunes o f Bilckingham, and the favour of Buckingham made him 
Lord Ch::tncellor. H e was raised to the peerage as Baron Verulam, 
and created, at a later time, Viscount St. Alban s. But the nobler 
dreams for which these meaner honours had been sought escaped 
his grasp. H is projects s till remained projects, while to retain 
his hold on office he was s tooping to <I miserable compliance with 
the worst excesses of Buckingham and his royal master. The 
years during wh ich 
he held the Chancel­
lorship were the most 
disgraceful years of 
<I disgrace fu l reign. 
They saw the execu­
tion of Ralegh, the 
sacrifi~c of lhe Pa/a­
tinate, the exaction 
of benevolences, the 
multiplication of 
monolXllie", the su­
premacy of Bucking­
ham. Against none 
of the acts of folly 
a nd wickedne ss 
which distinguished 
J ames's Government 
did Bacon do more 

1"1 1..1t WITIt ARMS AliI) CRKST 01'" TIl¥- DACOS }lAMI!..\'. 

than protest; in some of the worst, and above all in the attempt to 
coerce the j~dges into prostrating law at the King's feet, he took 
a personal put. Hut even his rcmonstrances were too much for the 
young favourite, wbo regarded him as the mere creature of his will. 
It was in ,"ain that Bacon flung himself on the Duke's mercy, and 
begged him to pardon a single instance of opposition to his 
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caprice. A Parliament was impending, and Buckingham rcsolved 1621 

to avert from himself the storm which was gathering by sacrificillg 
to it his meaner'! dependants. To ordina ry eyes the Chancellor 
was at the summit of human SUCCCliS. Jonson had just sung o f 
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him as one" whose evcn threau the Fatcs spin round and full Ollt 

of their choicest and thdr whitest wool,' when the storm bu rst. 
The Commons charged Bacon with corruption in the exercise of his 
office. It had been customary among Chancellors to receive gifts 
from successful suitors after their suit was ended. Bacon, it i:; cer­
tain, had taken such g ifts from men whose suits were still unsettled ; 

and though his judgement rna}' have been unaffected by them, the 
fact of their reception left him with no val id defence, He at 
once pleaded guilty to the charge. "I do plainly and ingen uousl}' 
confess that I am guilty of corruption, and do renounce all 
defence." " I beseech your Lordships," he added, "to be me rciful 

to 11 broken reed." The heavy fine imposed on him was remitted 
by the Crown; but the Great Seal was taken from him, and he was 

declared incapable of holding office in the State or of sia ing in 
Parliament. Bacon's fall restored ·him to that position of real 
greatness from which his ambition had so long tOTl~ him away . 
.. l\'i y conceit o f his person," said ]3C!n J onson," was never increased 
towards him by his place or honours. But I hil\'c and do reverence 

him for his greatness that was only pro~r to himself, in that he 
sc..'Cmed to me ever by his work one of 1he grealest men, and most 
worthy of admiration, that had been in many ages. I n his 
adversity I ever prayed that GOd would give him strength : for 
greatness he could not want." Hi s intellectual activity was never 
more conspicuous than in the last four years of his life, H e had 
presented" Novum Ol"ganum" to James in the year ~fore h is fall; 
in the year after it he produced h is" Natural and Experimen tal 
History." He began a digest of the laws, and a " H istory of 
England under lhe Tudors," revised and expanded his" E ssays," 
dictated a jest book, and busied h imself with experiments in 
physics, I t was while studying the effect of cold il"i preventing 
animal putrefaction that he stopped his coach to stuff a fowl with 
snow and caught the fever which ended io his death, 

James was too shrewd to mistake the importance of Bacon's 
impeachment; but the hostility of Buckingham to the Chancellor, 
and Bacon's own confession o f his guilt, made it d ifficult to resist 
his condemnation. Energetic too as its measures were against' 
corru ption and monopolists, the Parliamen t respected scrupulous ly 
the King's prejudices in other matters; and even when checked by 
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an adjournme.nt , resolved unanimously to support him in any sou:. II 
earnest effort for the Protestant cause. A warlike speech from TH" FLlt'T 

0 ..... "" 
a mcmber before the adjournment roused an enthusiasm which STl,'An-s . ..,. 
recalled the clays of E lizabeth. The Commons answered the TO 

b . t" I·r . I · h h· h h 16~J appeal y a unanimous va e, I tmg t lelr ats as Ig as t ey -
.. h 'h r ' JUl/c, 1 6~ 1 could hold them, t at lor t e recovery 0 the Palatmate they 

would ad venture their for tu nes, thr.i r estates, and their lives . 
.. Rather this decla ration," cried a leader of the country p.:1.rty 
when it was read by the Speaker, "than ten thousand men already 
on the march." For the moment the resolve seemed to give 
vigou r to the royal policy. J ames had aimed throu ~hout at. the 
restitution of Bohemia to Ferdi nand, and at induc ing the Emperor, 
through the mediation of Spain, to a bsta in from any retaliation on 
the Palat inate. H e now freed himself for a moment from the 
tramme ls of di plomacy, and enforced a cessation of the attack on 
hi s son·ill·law's dominions by a threat o f war. The suspension 
of arms lasted through the summe r ; but llI~re threats could do 
no more, and on the conquest of the Upper Palatinate by the 
forces of the Catholic League, J ames fel] back on his old policy 
of mediation through the aid of Spain. T he negotiations for 
tiLe marriage with the Infanta were pressed more busily. Gor.· 
damar, the S panish Ambassador, who had become all ·powerful 
at the English court, was assured that no errectual aid should 
be sent to the Palatinate. The E nglish fl eet, which was cruisi ng 
by way of menace off the Spanish coast, was called home. T he 
King dismissed those o f his mi nisters who :;tilL opposed a 
Span ish pol icy j a nd threatened on t rivial pretexts a war with 
the D utch, the one g reat Protestant power that remained in 
alliance with E ngland , a nd was ready to back the Elector. But 
he had st it,l to reckon wi th his Parliament j and the fi rst act NO'fJ. 16~1 
of the Pa rl iament on its fe-assembling was to demand a de-
claration o f I wa r with Spa in. T he instinct of the nation was 
wiser than the statecra ft of the K ing. Ruined and enfeebled 
as she really was, S pai n to the world at large s till seemed the 
champion o f Catholicism. It was the entry of her troops into 
-the Palati nate which had first widened the local war in Bohemia 
into a great st ruggle for the suppression of Protestant ism along 
the Rhi!,,!e ; above all it ' was S panish in fluence, a nd the hopes 
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held out of a marriage of h is !>On ,~th a Spanish I nfanla, which 
were luring the King into his fatal dependence on the g reat enemy 
of Ihe Protestant cause. In their petition the Hou$CS coupled 
willi their deillands for \I'M the demand of a Pro~esflnt marriage 
for IIleir future King, Experience proved in later years how 
perilous it was for English freedom that the heir to the Crowo 
should be brought up under a Catholic mother; but J ames was 
beside himself at their pr(.'Sumption in dealing' with mysteries 
of state. "Bring :.t001s for the Ambal>Sadors," he cried in bitter 

CIIAIlI.Y'" I., AS Y"I~CE 01' \\·A I.KS. 
,II(' __ I"~ 17 r,/r~ O/~ i. 1M R"?M CJkttu. .1 WMJ_, 

iroll), as their committee appeared before him. li e refused the 
petltloll, forbade any further discussion of state polk)', alld 
threatened the sl'>cakers with the T ower. " Let LIS resort to 
our prayers," a member said calmly as the King's letter was 
read, "and then consider of this g reat busi ness." The temper 
of the House was seen in the Protestation which met the royal 
command to abstain from discussion. It resolved" That the libcr· 
t ics. franchises. privileges, a nd jurisdictions of 1)ariiament are the 
ancient and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the subjects 
of England; and that the a rduous and urgent affairs conceming 
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the K ing, state, and defence of the realm, and of the Church 
of England, and the making and maintenance of laws, and redress 
of grievances, which daily happen within th is realm, arc proper 
subjects and matter of council a nd debate in Parliament. And that 
in the ha ndling and proceeding of those businesses every member 
of the H ouse hath~ a nd of light ought to have, freedom of speech 
to propound, treat, reason, and bring to conclusion the same." 

The King answered the P rotestation by a characterist ic outrage. 
He :.ent for the J ournals of the H ouse, and with his own hand tore 
out the pages which contained it. " I will govem," he said, 

ROCKINC-IIORS': OF CIIARI.ES I. 
From tb. Old P~lace, Th~""ld·. Gro",,; no..- in the Groal Hou,"" Chethunt • 

.. according to the common weal, but not according to the common 
will." A few days afte!" he d issoh-cd the Parliament. .1 I t is 
the best thing that has happened in the interests of Spain and 
of the Catholic religion sinCe Luther began preaching," wrote 
the Count of Gondomar to his master, in his joy that all danger 
~f '~ar had passed away. "I am ready to depart," Sir Henry 

aVllc, on the other hand, murmured on his death-bed, .1 the 
rather that having lived in good times I fore§o.."'C worse." Abroad 
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indeed all was lost ; and Germ,my plunged wildly and blindly 
forward into the chaos of the Thirt), Y~ars' \~Ial·. Dut for England 

the victory of freedom was practically IVOIl. J am had himself 
ruined the main bulwarks of the monarchy. In His desire for 

personal government he had destroyed the authority o f the Council. 
H e had accustomed men to think ligHtly of the ministers o f the 
Crown, to see them browbeaten by favourites, and driven from 
office for corruption. H e had disenchanted his people of their 

blind faith in the monarchy by a policy at home and abroad 

I .UKI) M"VOll. U, WSWN, SWORI>·IlEAKI!II. ANI> SEAI, IlUk.ll.R. 

..-Ilh"", .f G. ""'I""h4oo./ N .. runkrr. ,w)-I60!-
.tlS. Er .• >6.0. 

which ran counter to every national instinct. He had quarrelled 

'fi th, and insulted the Hou ses, as no English sovereign had ever 
clone before; and all the while the authority he boasted of was 
passing, without his being able to hinder it, to the }Jarliament 
which he outraged. There was shrewdness as we ll as anger 
in his taunt at its "ambassadors." A power had at last risen 
up in the Com mons with which the Monarchy was henceforth 
to reckon. I n spite of the King's petulant outbreaks, Parliament 

had asserted it5 exclusive right to the control of taxation. It 
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had attacked monopolies. It had reformed abuses in the courts ~""'* II 

of law. It had revived the right o f impeaching and removing T"", r'a'!lT 
o~ THill 

from office the highest ministers of the Crown. It had asserted !iT"' .... TII ,.., 
its priv i lcg~ of free d iscussion on all questions connected with T<) 

. 162J 
the welfare of the rea lm. I thad clal!ned to deal w1 th the _-
question of rel ig ion. It had even declared its will on the sacred 
., mystery" of foreign poli cy. J ames might tear the Protestat ion 
from its J ournals, but there were pages in the record o f the 
Parliament o f ,62 [ which he never could tear oUl. 

1J\IlV .lA\·O~Y.ss ASO ATrJO:SOASTi. 
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CHAP. VIII PURITAN ENG1M<\ND 

Section III.- The Kin g and the Parliament, 1623-1629 

[Allflroritits.- For the first part of this period we ha\'e still Mr. Gardiner's 
"History of England from the Accession of James I.," which tluows a full and 
fresh light on one of the mOSt obscure times in our history. His work is as 
\'aluable for the carl)' reign of Charles, a period well illustrated by l\I r. Forster's 
" Life of Sir John Elio!." Among the general accounts of the reign of Charies, 
~lr. Disracli's" Commentaries on the Reign of Charles I. ~ is the most prominent 
on the one side; Brodie's" History of the Brit ish Empire," and Godwin's 
" I listor), of the Commonwealth," on the other. ~l. Guizot's work is accurate 
and illlpartial, and Lingard of clipeciaJ \'alne for the history of the English 
Catholics. and for his detail of foreign ;,ff.Lirs. For the ecclesiastical side see 
Laud's" Diary." The Commons Journal gives the proceedings of the Parlia· 
ments. Throughout this period the Calendars of Slate Papers, now issuing 
under the direction of the Master of the Rolls, arc of the greatest historic \'all1e. 
Hanke's " History of England in the Sc\'enteenth Century" is imporlant ror the 
whole Stuart period,] 

111 the obstinacy with which he clung to hi,; Spani,;h policy 
j,lI11es stood absolutely alone; for 110t only the old nobility and 
the "tatesmen who prescrved the tradition of the age of Elizabeth, 
but even his own minist.ers, with the exception of Buckingham, 
and the Treasurer, Cranfield. were at onl" with the Commons, The 
King's aim, as we have said, was to enfOl'ce peac" on the com­
batants, and to bring about the restitution of the Pal.'\tinate 
to the Elector, th rough the in fluence of Spair'! . It W<4S to .secure 
this influence that he pressed for a closer union with the great 
Catholic powt:r; and of this union, and the success of the policy 
wh ich it embodied, the marriage of his son Charles with the 
Infanta, which had been held out as a lure to his vanity, was 
to be the Sig,l. 13ut the more James pressed for this consum­
mation o r hi~ projects, the morc Spain held back. A t last 
Buckingham proposed to force the S pania rd's hand by the 
.. rrival of Charles himself at . the Spanish Court. T~e Prince 
qUitted England in disguise. and appeared with 13uck ingitam at 

l 017 

su. 111 

T,,,, K'N" 
AMD Til" 
l 'A.uA· .,,.>IT 

J623 
~ 

1629 

T h. 
Spanish 
Marrillg~ 

l'tladrid to claim his bride. It was in vain that Spain rose in 16.:z3 

its demands; for every new demand was met by fresh concessions 
on the part of England. . The abrogation of the penal laws 
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against the Catholics, a Catholic education for the Prince's 
children, a Cathol ic household for the I nfanta, all were no sooner 
asked than they were granted. Uut the marriage was still delayed, 
while the inffuencc of the new policy on the war in Germany was 
hard to sec. The Catholic Lcagllc and its army, under the com­
mand of Count Tilly, won triumph after triumph over their didded 
foes. The reduction of H eidelberg and Mannheim completed the 
conquest of the Palatinate, whose Elector fled helplessly to 
Holland, while his Electoral dignity wns transferred by the 
Emperor to the Duke of Bavaria. But there was still no sign 
o f the hoped-for intervention on the part of Spain. At las t 
the pressure of Charles himself brought about the disclosure 
of the secret o f its policy. " I t is a maxim of state with us," 
Olivares confessed, as the Prlnce demanclcXl an energetic inter­
ference in Germany, " that the King of Spain must never light 
against the Emperor. We cannot employ our forces against the 
Emperor." " If you hold to that," replied the Prince, "thel'e 
i)'l an end of alL" 

His return was the signal for a burst of national joy. All 
London wns alight with bonfires, in her joy at the failure of the 
Spa nish match, and of the collapse, humiliating as it was, of the 
poliey whkh harl so long trailed English honour at the chariot­
wheels of Spain. Charles returner! to take along with Buckingham 
the direction of aff.'li rs out of his fa ther's hnnds. The journey to 
Madrid had revealed to those nround him the strange mixture of 
obst inacy and weakness in the Prince's charactcr, the duplicity 
which lavi'shcd p romises because it never purposed to'be' bound by 
any, the pett)' pride that subordinated every political considera­
t ion to personal vanity or personal pique. He had granted 
demnn4 after demand, till the very Spaniards lost faith in his 
concessions. \Vith rage in his heart at the failure of his efrl."nts. 
he had renewed his beLrothal on the very e\'e of his departure, 
only that he might insul t the fn fanta by its withd rawal when he 
was safe at home. But to England at large the baser features 
of his character were st ill unknown. The stately reserve, the 

.personal dignit)t and decency of manners which distinguished the 
j)rinec, contrasted f.1.Vourably with the gabble and indecorum of 
his father. The courtiers indeed who !-law him in hi~ yout-h. would 
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often pray God that "he might be in the right 
way when he was set; for if he was in the 
wrong he would prove the most wil ful of any 
king that ever reigned." But the nation was 
willing to take h is obsti nacy for firmness; as 
it took~ t ile pique which inspired his cour,!le on 
h is I'eturn for patriot ism and for the promise 
of a nobler rule. Under the pressure of Charles 
and Buckingham the K ing was forced to call 
a Parliament, and to concede the point on 
which he had broken with the last, by laying 
before it the whole question of the Spanish 
negotiations. . Buckingham and the Prince 
gave their personal support to Parliament in 
its dema nd for a rupture of t he treaties wit h 
S pain and a declaration of war. A subsidy 
was eagerly voted; 

IIAI.".:IIT. 
s-.:nl~'h (;en ... ..,.. 

T,_~ 'I L~"""". 

pcnded out o f 

the persecution of 
the Catholics, which 
had long been sus~ 

deference to Spanish 
intervention, began with new vigour. 
The head of the S panish party, Cran~ 

ficld, Earl of Middlesex, the Lord 
Treasurer, was impeached on a charge 
of corruption, and dismissed from 
office. J ames was swept along help­
lessly by the tide ; but his shrewdness 
saw clea rly the turn that affai rs were 
taking ; and it was only by hard 
pressure that the favou rite Sllcceeded 
in wrest ing his consent to the dis­
g race <,f l\1iddle~ex. " You arc making 
a roJ for your own back," said the 
King. But Buc~ingham and Charles 
persisted in fhci~ plans of war. A 
treaty of alliance was concluded with 
Holland; negotiations were belr"n 

CATCHPOLE.. 
So __ n,1I C""a..,.. 

T_"q'LnwI_ 

102'1 

~. "I 
Twit ,",, :co 
.. :CD TH .. 
r ... L, .. • 

.. "NT 

162J 
ro 

1629 

Brrnd, 
-:rilh 
Spai,. 

1624 



CIIAI.I.U I. OPENING PAI.LlA)ll!lIIT, 1625; Till. CO M MOSS "I.UI! .. l'oITING T IIEI I. SP'oA K .... 
TO T lfl. "ING. 

C_/~""''''''", Prill' ill IA~ Brilu" If_ ..... 



CHAI'. VIII PURITAN ENGLAND 

with the Lutheran Princes o f Nort h Germany, who had looked 
coolly on at the ruin of the Elector Palatine; an alliance 
with France' was proposed, and the marriage of Charles with 
Henrietta, a daughter of Henry the Fourth of France, and sister 
of its King. T o restore the triple league was to restore the 
system of Elizabeth; but the first whispers of a Catholic Quccn 
woke opposition in the Commons. 1\ t this juncture the death 
of the K ing p laced Charles upon the throne; and his first 
Parliament met in l\'Iay, 1625. .• \ Ve can hope everything from 
the King who now governs us," cried Sir Benjamin Rudycrd 
in the Com mOilS, But there were cooler heads in the Commons 
than Sir Benjami n Rudyerd's; and enough had taken phce 
in the few months si nce its last session ' to temper its loyalty 
with cau tion. 

The war with Spain, it mllst be remembered, meant to lhe 
mass of Englishmen a war with Catholicism; ancl the fervour 
against Catholicism without roused a corresponding fervour against 
Catholichiln within the re.,!1.lm. I:;n:ry English Ca tholic seemed to 
Protestant eye::; an enell!Y at home; A Protestant who leant 
towards Catholic usage or dogma was a secret traitor in the ranks. 

But it wa" suspected, and suspicion was soon to be changed into 
certain ty, that in spite of hi e; pledge to make no religious 
concessions to France, Charles had On hi.! marriage promised to 
relax the penal laws against Catholics, and that a rorto:iqn power 
had again been given the right of intermeddling in the civil affairs 
or the realm. And it was to men with Catholic' leanings that 
Cha rles s<*-med disposed to show ravour. 'Bishop Laud was 
recognized as the centre of that varied opposition to PUritanism, 
whose members were loosely grouped under the name of 
A nninianS'; and Laud now became the King's adviser in t.'Ccle­
siastical matters. 'With Laud at its head the new party grew in 
boldness as well as nllmbers. I t naturally sought for shelter fo r 
its religious opinions by exalting the power o f the C rown. A 
court favourite, Montague. ventured to s light the Reformed 
Churches o f the Continent in favou r of the Church of Rome, and 
to advocate as the faith of the Church the very doctrines rejected 
by the Calvinists. The temper of the Commons on religious 
matters was clear to every observer. "\Vhatever mention does 
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break forth of the fears or dilll'!ers in religion, and the increase of 

Popery," wrote a member who was not lQg the proceed ings of the 
House, "their affections arc much stirred." T hei r firs t act was to 
summon r. lon tague to the bar and to commit hi m to pri son. But 
there were other grounds for their dist rust besides the K ing's 

ecclesiastical tendcncy. T he conditions on which the last subsidy 
had been granted for wa r with Spain had been contemptuously set 
aside; in his request for a fresh grant Cha rles neither na med a 
sum nor gave any indicat ion of what war it was to su pport. 1-( is 

re '>Cn'e was met by a correspond ing caution. \Vhile vot ing a small 
and inadequate subsidy, the Commons restricted their gran t of 

certain customs du t ies called ton nage and poundage, which had 
commonlr been granted to the new sovereign for life, to a si ngle 
year, so as tu gi\'e time for consideration of the addi t ional 
impositions laid by J ames on these duties. The rest riction was 

taken as an insult; Charles refused to accept the gra nt on such a 

fl ue. 1615 condi t ion, and adjourned the H ouses. When they met agai n at 
Oxford it was in il sterner temper, for Charles had shown his 
defiance of Parliament by drawi ng Montague from "'prison, by 
promoting him to a royal cllaplaincy, and by ie\'ying the d ispu L-;:d 
customs wi thout a uthori ty of law. ., E.ngland," cried Si r Robert 

• 

/I",k;"C­
/"''''-$ 
uuic"s 

l'helips, " is the last mona rchy that yet retains her libert ies. Let 
them not perish now !" But the Commons had no sooner 
an nounced their resolve to consider publ ic g rievances before 
entering on other business than they were met by a dissolution_ 
Buckingham, t o whom the firmness of the Com~on!f seemed 

simply the natural discon tent which follows on ill success, resolved 

to lure them from their consti tut iona l st ruggle by a great mil ita ry 
t ri umph. H is hands were no sooner frcc than he sai led ior the 
Hague to concl ude a general alliance against the H ouse of 
A ust ria, while a fleet of ninety vessels a nd ten thousand sold iers 
left Plymouth in Octobe r for the coast of Spai n~ But these vast 

projects broke down be fore Buckin gham's admin istrative in­
capacity_ T he plan of alliance proved fruitless, A fter an idle 

descent on Cadiz the Spa nish exped ition re turned broken with 
mut iny and disease ; and the enormous debt wh ich had been 
incurred in its equipment forced the favourite to advise a new 

summons of the Houses. But he was keenly alive to the peril in 
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which his failure had plunged him, and to a coalition which had 
been formed between his ri \·als at Court and the leaders of the last 
Parliament. · 1-1 is reckless daring led him to anticipate the danger, 
and by a series of blows to strike terror into his opponents. The 
Councillors were humbled by the committal of Lord A rundel to the 
Tower. Si r Robert Phelips, Coke, and four other leading patriots 
were made sheri ffs of their counties, and thus prevented from 
sitting in the coming Parliament. But their exclusion only left 
the fi eld free for a more terrible foc. 

If H ampden and 1')'111 arc the great fi gures which embody the 
later national resistance, the earlier struggle for Parliamentarr 

ST. GI(RMANS CIIURCU A1'(1) PORT Y.LJOT. 

liberty c('ntres in the figure of Sir J ohn Eliot. Of an old family 
which had sctt~ed under Elizabeth ncar the fish ing hamlet of St. 
Germans, and raised their stately mansion o f Port Eliot, he had 
risen to the post of Vice-Admiral of Devonshire under the 
patronage o f Bucki ngham, and had seen his activity in the 
suppression of piracy in the Channel rewarded by an unjust 
imprisonment. He 'was: now in the first vigour oJ manhood, 
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with a mind ex quisitely cultivated and familiar with the poetry and 
learni ng of h is day, a nature singularly lofty a nd devou t, a fearless 

and vehement tem per, There wa~ a' hot impulsive clement in his 
nature which showed itself in youth in his drawing SWOT~ on a 

• 
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\ 
neighbour who denounced him to his father, ;ind which in later 
years gave its characteristic fire to his eloquence. .But his intellect 
was as clear and cool as his temper was ardent, In the general 
enthusiasm which fonowed on the failure at the-Spanish marriage, 

• 
he had stood almost alone in pressing for a recognition of the 

• 
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rights o f Pa rliament, as a preliminary to any real reconciliation 
with the Crown. He fixed, from the very outset o f h is career. on 
Ihe responsibility o f the royal ministers to Parliament, as the one 

critical point for En~lisb liberty. I t was to enforce the demand 
of this that he availed himscl f of Bucki ngham 's sacrifice of the 
Treasurer, Middlesex, to the rc<;cntmcnt of the Commons. .• The 

greater the delinquent," he urged, " the g reater the delict. They 
arc a happy thing. great men and officers, if they be good, a nd 
one of the greatest blessings of the land: but power converted into 
evil is the greatest curse that can befall it." But the new 

Parliament had hd.rdly met, when he came to the front to threaten 
a greater criminal than Middlesex. So menacing were his words, as 
he called for an inquir)' into the failu re befort! Cadiz, that Charles 
himself stooped to answer threat wIth threat. " I sec," he wrote 

to the H ouse, " you especially aim at the Duke of Buckingham. 
Ulust let you know that I will not allow any of my servants to be 

questioned among you, much less such as arc of eminen t place 
and oear to me." A more direct attack on a right already 

acknowledged in the impeachment o f Bacon ancl Middlesex could , 
hardly be imagi ned, but Eliot refu sed to move from his constitu­

tional g round The King was by law irresponsible, he "could do 
no wrong. ' If the· country therefore was to be saved from a pure 
despotism, it must be by en forcing the responsibility o f the 

ministers who counselled and executed his acts. J!..1iot persis ted in 
denouncing Buckingham's incompetence and corruption, ilnd the 
Commons 'ordered the subsid y which the Crown had Bcmanued to 

be brought~n" when we shaH have presented our grievances, and 
received his Majesty's ansv .. "Cr thereto." Charles summoned them 
to Whitehall, and commanded them to cancel the condition. He 

would grant them "liberty of counsel, but not of control;" and 
he closed the interview with a significant threat. ., Remember," he 
said, .. that Varliaments arc altogether in my power for their 
calling, ~itting, and dissolution: and, therefore, as I find the fruits 

uf them to be good or evil, they arc to continue or not to be." 
But the will of the Commons was as resolute as the will of the 

• King. Buckinghanrs impeachment was voted and carried to the 

Lords. 'The favourile took his seat all a peer to listen to the 
charge with so insolent an air of contempt that one of the 
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