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two; and even t~is success had been purcha~ed by a comprom ise 
which permitted the House to sit fo r th ree years more. Internal 
affairs were almost at a dead lock. • The Parliament appointed 
committees to prepare plans (or legal reforms, or fo· ecclesiastical 
reforms, but it did -nothing to carry them into effect. It was 
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overpowered by' the crowd of 
aITairs which the confusion o f the 
war had thrown in to its hands, 

by confiscations, ,se'l u st rations, ap
pointments tQ Fivil dnd military 
offices, in fact, the whole admin
istration of the state; amI there 
were times when it was driven to 
a resolve not to -take any I'rh'ate 
affai rs for w<.'t:ks together in order 
that it might ll1.akc some progress 
with public business. To add to 
this t.:onfu sion and muddle there 
werl.! the inevitable scandals ·vh ich 
arose from it; charges of millver

sation and corruption were hurl~d 
at the membcr~ of the House; a:ld 
some, like Ilaselr;g, were accused 
with justice of using their power 
to furthe r their own interests. T he 
one remedy for all th is was, as 
the a rmy saw, the assembly of a 
new and comple~e Parliament in 
plilce of the. mere ., rump" of 
the old; but thi~ was the one 

measure which the House was resolute to avert. Vane t'purred it 
o a nell' activity_ The Amnesty Hill was forC<.-d through after 
fiftccn divisions. A Grand Commiucc, wi th S ir MaUllew H ale a t 
lts head, was appointed to consider the reform of the law. A 
union with Scotland was pushed resolutely forward; eight E ng
lish Commissioners convoked a Convention of delegates from its 
cou nties and boroughs at Edinburgh, and in spite of dogged 
opposition procured a vote in favour of the proposal. A bill was 
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intrOOliced which gave legal form to the union, and admitted 

representatives from Scotland into the next Parliament. A 
sim ilar plan was proposed for a union with Ire land. But it was 

ncce:.sary for Vane's purposes not only to show the energy of the 
Parliament, but to free it from the cOlltrol of the army. His aim 
was to raise in the navy a force devoted to the Ii ousc. and to 

UUTCII ~III I'I (5Al l.Il'IU VlmZk "'ANISI! 001.00") CAM'UIlItI) Il'f IO,s:z. 
S"t;n..J 1'''''.1 ;. H,#/,J. All • .,."". 

eclipse the glories of Dunbar and Worcester by }'ct greater 
triumphs al sea. With this view the quarrel with Ii olland had 
been carefully nursed; a .; Navigation Act" prohibiting the 
importation in forcibrn vessels of any but the product.'! of the 
countries to which they belonged struck a fatal blow at the 
carr-ying trade from which the Dutch drew their wealth: and fresh 
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deb.1.tes arose from Fhe Engli sh claim to salutes from all vessels 
in the Channel. The two fl eets met before Dover, and a sum· 

·mons from Blake to lower the Dutch Rag was met by the Dutch 
admiral, Tromp, with a broadside. The States-Genera l attributed 
the co\li!iioll to accident, a~d offered \ 0 recall T romp ; but the 
Engli!'h demands rose at each step in the negotiation!> till war 

Al.IlIIII.M, ;\I ,UTI/( TRO~lr, 
FPmII I'"~ L"Zn.H .. ,r~)' S.iJL ...... f, tift,,, II. 1'~1t 

became ine\'ltable. The army hardly needed the warning 
convey(.-d b the int roduction o f a bill for its disbnnc1ing to 
understand the nc\\l policy of the Parliament, It was s ignificant 
that while accepting the bill for its own di.'l.solution the I-louse h .. d 
as ret prepa red no plan for the assembly which was to follow it ; 
and the Dutch war had hardly been declare<! when, abandoning 
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the attitude of inadion which it had observed since thl! bcginning 
of the Commonwealth, the a rmy petitioned, not on ly for reform in 
Church and Statc, but (or an ex plicit "declaration lh.'1t lhe l louse 
would bring its proceedings to a closc. The )let'ti n forced the 

\ AUMIRAL I) P. 'lU\'T'I'; R. 

F ... ",." ",11,,,& i>}'.-I, II/#H"·~,,,. 

House to discuss a bill fnr .. a New Reprc!ICntative," but the 
discussion soon brought out the rcsol\'(" of the sitting members to 
continue as a part of the com in g Parliament without re.election. 
The officers, irritated b)' such a claim, demanded in conference 
after conference an immediate di$sol ution, and the H ouse as 
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resolutely refused . I n ominous words Cromwell supported the 
demand of the army. ., As for the members of this Parliament, 
the army begins to take them in d isgust. I wou ld it did so with 

less reason." There 11'1\.'1 just ground, he urged, for discontent in 
their .se lfish g rceU of houses and lands. the scandalous lives of 
many. their partialit}, liS judges. their interference with the 
ordinary eourse of law in matters of private interest, thei r delay of 

Aom,,,!. H1.A"I'~ 
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law rcfllrm, abovc..all in their ma nifest design of perpetuating their 
Own power. " There is little to hope .. for from such men," he 
endc<1 with ~ returp to his predominant thought, "for a settlement 
of the nation." ,. 

For the moment the cris is was averted b)' the events of the 
war. A terrible storm had separated the two fleets when a ll the 
point of engaging in the Orkney'!, but Dc Ruyter and Blake met 
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again in the Channel, and after a fierce struggle the Dutch wcre 
forced to' reti re under cover of night. ~i Qee the down fall of Spain 

Holland had been the fi rst naval power in the worlV' and the 
spirit of the nation rose gallantly with its ea rl iest d9feat. 1m· 
men!;C efforts were made to strengthen the Aeet, and tne vetemn, 
Tromp. who was replaced at iL<; head. appeared in the ,Channei 
with f\C\'enlr·th rcc shi p" of war. Blake had but half t e number, 
but he at Qncc accepted the challenge, and the unequal fight went 
on dogged I}' till nightfall. when the English fl eet withdrew shat
tered intt) the Thames. Tromp swept the Cha nnel in triumph. 

with a broom at his masthead; and the tone "rthe Com mons 
lowered w1th the defeat of their fa\:ourite forc~ A comprolnise 

seems tn IUl.\'e been arranged between the two parties, for the bill 
p'roviding a new R(;prc~ntati\'c was again pushed on, and the 
I'arhament agreed to ret ire in the com ing November, while 
Cromwell orrered no opposition to a reduction of the army. But 
the courage of the House rose afresh with a turn of fortune. The 
s trcl'luous efforts of Blake enabled him again to put to sea in a 
few months after his defc.1.t, find a running fight through four days 
ended at last in an English victory, though Tromp's fine .seaman
ship enabled him lO save the cOlwoy he was guarding. The 
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House at once insi!;ited on the retention of its power. Not only 
were the ex isting members to continue as members of the new 
Parliament, deprivin g the places they represented of their right of 
choosing I·epresentativc.<;, but they were to constitute a Committee 
of Revision, to determine the validity of each election , and the 
fitness of the members returned. A conference took place between 
the leaders of the Com~ 
mons and the Officers 
of the Army, who re-
50lulely demanded not 

only the omission Olf 
these clauses, but that 
the Parliamcnt should 
r.t once dissoh'c itscl f, 
and commit the ncw 
elections to the Cou n
cil of State. " Our 
charge," retorted Hascl
rig. "cannot be trall.';
ferred to anyone," 
The con ference was 
adjourned till the next 
morning, on an.. under
standing that no de~ 

cisi \'e step should be 
taken: but it had 
no sooner re-a.qsembled 
than the abo;enco- of 
the leading members 
confi rmed the Ilews that 
Vane was [.'\$t pressing 

x 
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the bill for a new Represcntati\'e through the I fouse. " It is 
contrary to common honesty," Cromwell angril}' broke out: and, 
qui tting \Vhitehall, he summoned a company or musketeers to 
follow him as far as the door or the Commons . • He s.ite down 
quietly in his place, "clad in plain grey clothes and grey 
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worsted stockings," and listened to Vane's pa.'lsionate arguments. Apni:w, 

" 1 am come to do what grieves me to the heart," he said to 1651 
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his neighbour, St. J ohn; but he still rema ined quil:t, till Vane 
pressed the I louse to waive its usuai . forms and pas.c; the bill 
at once. " The time has come," he said to H arrison. " T hink 
well ," replied Harrison, "it is a dangerous work!" arld Crom well 
listened for another quarter of an hour. At the quJstion ., rhat 
this bill do pass,'~ he at length rose, and his tone g rew hi gher -

SI R IlARRY VoU<lt. 
r itet_ h7 Si,. l',t~,. L,fy, ,,' Rd.f C",tl,. 

a:; he repeated his former ch31'ges of inj ustice, self-interest, a nd 
delay. "Your hour;s come," he ended, " the Lord hath done with 

Th~ PM_ rOil !" A crowd of members started to their fee t in angry protest. 
#nm .. ,,' 

dri1~" 011/ "Come, come," replied Cromwell, "we have had enough of this; " 
and strid ing into the midst of the chamber, he clapt his hat on his 
head, and exclaimed, " I wi ll put an end to your prating! " In 
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the din that follo)\'ed his voice was heard in broken scntenccs
" It i!l not fit that you should sit here any longer! You shou ld 
give place to better men! You are no Parliament." Thirty 
mU!lkett"Crs entered at a sign from their 
General, and the fifty members pre
.-.cnt crowded to the door. " Drunkard!" 
Crnmwell broke out as Wentworth p.'\$$ed 
him i and Martin was taunted with a 
yet co.·uscr name. Vane, fearless to the 
last, told him his act was" against all 
rir,ht and all honour" " Ah. S ir Ilarry 
Va n=. Sir I larry Vane," Cromwell re
torted in bitter indignation at the trick 
he had been played. "you might have 
prevented all thi .... , but you arc a j uggler. 
and have no commo n honesty I The 
Lord deliver me (rom Sir I larry Vane! ,. 
The S peaker re(u5Cd to quit hie; scat , 
t ill Ilarri$On oITered to "lend him a 
h:md to come clown." Crom well lifted 
the mace from the table. .. What shall 
we do with thie; bauble? ,. he sair!. 
" Take it away!" The dool· of the 
J Inu.-.c was locked at las t. and the dis
persion of the Parliament wa.<-; followed 
a few hou rs after by that of its ex
ecutive commi ttee, the Council of Stale. 
Cromwell hImself summoned them to 
withdraw. "\Ve have heard," replied 
the President, J ohn Bradshaw, "what 
YOII have done this n'Inrning at the 
J louse, and in $Orne hours all England 

Olll III......... OP ". ... elt Of' 
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will hear it. nut rou mistake, sir, if )'Otl think the Parliament 
dissolved. No power on earth can dissolve the Parliament but 

itself, be sure of that! " 

123 1 

S.,;.. I:\: 

T .. eo ...... ,,· 
.ULT" 

,6" 
.0 

1653 





C IfAP. VIII PURITAN ENGLAND 

Section X.- The Fall of Puritanism, 1653- 1660 

[Alltnoritics,- Many of the works mentioned before are still \aluablc, but 
the real key 10 the i;J istory of thls period iles in Cromwell's remarkable series 
of Speeches (Carlyle, " Leiters and Sp<'cchcs," vol. Hi.). Thurlow's Slate 
Papers fur nish an immense mass of documents. For the Second Parliament 
of the Prolcclor we haye Burton's" Diary:' For the l<e:;(oration, M. Gui~ot 's 

"Richard Cromwell and the Restoratinn," Ludlo ..... 's "Memoirs," Baxter's 
.. Autobiography," and the minute and accurate account giyen by Clarendon 
himself.) 

The dispersion of the Pa rliament and of the Counc il of State 
le ft EIl!:iand without a gove rnment, for the .authority of every 
official ended with that of the body from wh ich his power was 
derived . Cromwell, in fact, as Captain-General of the forces, was 
forced to recognize his responsibility for the maintenance of public 
order. But no thought of mil itary despotism can be fairl). traced 
in the acts of the ~eneral or the army. They were in lact far from 
regarding their position as a revolutionary one. Though incapable 
of ju\ tification on any formal ground , thei r proceedings since the 
e!>tablishlllent of the Commonwealt h had as yet been substantially 
in vind ication o f the rights of the c~mntry to representation and 
sel f-government ; and public opinion hud gone fairly with the a rmy 
in its demand for a full and efficient body of represcntati ves, as 
well as in its resistance to the project by which Ute Rump \vould 
have deprived half England of its right of election. It was on ly 
when, no other means existed of preventing such a wror1g that the 
sold iers had driven out the wrongdoers. " It is you that ha,·c 
forced me to this," Cromwell exclaimcd. as he drove the members 
from the 1·louse; " I have sought the Lord night and day that 1 Ie 
would rather siay me than put me upon the doing of this work" 
The act was one of violence to the members of the House, but the 
act which it aimed at preventing was one of violence on their p.'ut 
to the constitutional rights of the whole nation. The people had 
in fact been " d issat isfied in every corner of the realm" at the state 
of public affairs: and the expUlsion of the members was ratified by 
a general assent. " 'Ve did not hear a dog bark at their going," 
the Protector said years aCtenvards. \Vhatever anxiety may have 
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been felt at the use which was like to be made of "the power of 
the sword," was in great part ~ispelled by a proclamation o f the 
officers. Thei r one anxiety was" not to grasp the pow r ourselves 
nor to keep it in military hands, no not for a day,' and their 
promise to ., call to the govern ment men of approved fidelity and 
honesty " was to some extent redeemed by the nomination of a 
provisional Council of State, consisting o f eight officers of h igh 
rank and fou r civilians, wi th Cromwell as their head, .. n(l a scat in 
which was offered, though fruitlessly, to Vane. The iirAt business 
of such i\ body was clearly to summon a new Parl ia ment and to 
resign its trust into its hands; but the bill for Pa rliamentary 

reform had dropped with the e:<pulsion; and reluctant as the 
Council was to summon a new Parliament on the old !.>asis of 
election, it shrank from the responsibHity of e ffecting so funda
mental a change as the creation of a new basis by its own authority. 
It was this difficulty which led to the expedient of a Constituent 
Convention. Cromwell told the s tory of this unlucky assembly 
some years after with an amusing fran kness. " I will come c.nO 
tell you a story of my own weakness and folly. And ret it was 
done ill 111)' sitnplicity- I dan; avow it was ... , . It was thought 
then that men of our own judgment, who had fought in the wars, , 
and were all o f a piece Oil that account- why, surely, these men 
will hit h , and these men will do it to tlie purpose, whatever can be 
desired! .And surely we did think, and I did think so- the ore 
blame to me !~' Of the hund red and fifty-s.ix men, "faithful, 
fearing God, and hating covetousness," whose names were selected 
for this prlrposc by the Coullci l of State, from lists furnished by 
the ' congregational churches, the bulk were met1; like Ashley 
Cooper, of good blood and" free estates;" and the proportion of 
burgesses, such as the leather-merchant, Praise· God Hlf.tebones, 
w40sc name was eagerly seized on as a nickname fo r the body to 
whicJl he belonged, seems to have been much the same as in earl ier 
Parlihme nts. But the circumstances of thei r choice told fatally on 
the tempcr of its members. Cromwell himself, in the burst of 
rugged eloquence with which he welcomed thei r assembling, was 
carried away by a strange' enthusiasm. "Convince the na tion," he 
said, " that as men fearing God have fought them out of their 
bondage under the regal power, so men fcari ng God do now rule 
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them in the fear of God. . .. Own your call, for it is of God ; 
indeed, it is marvellous, and it hath been unprojeeted. . .. Never 
was a supreme 1)Q\~er under such a way of owni ng God, and being 
owncd by Him." A spi ri t yet more enthusiastic appeared in the 
proceedings of the Convention itself. The resignation of their 
powers by Cromwell and the Council illto its hands left it the one 
supreme authority; . but by the illstrumel1t which convoked it 
provision had been made that this authority should be transferred 
in fifteen months to another assembly elccted according to its 
directions. I ns work was, in fact, to be that of .u constituent 
as!>Cmbly, paving the way for a Parliament On a really national 
basis. But the Convention put the largest constructioll Oil its 
commission, and boldly undertook the whole task,o f constitutional 
reform. Committees were apl)Qinted to consider the needs of the 
Church and the nation. The spirit of econOlny and hone:.ty which 
pervaded the assembly appeared in its redress of the extravagance 
which prevailed in the civil service, and of the inequality of taxa
tion. \\lith a rem'l rkable energy it undertook a host of reforms, 
for who:.e execulion England has had to wail to ou r own day. 
The Long J'arliament had shrunk from any reform of the Court of 
Chancery, where tlVcnty-~hree thousand cases were wai t ing un - . 
heard. The Convention proposed it s abolition. The work of 
compiling a si ngle code of laws, bcgull lInner thc Long Parliamcnt 
by a committee with Sir Matthew H ale al its hend , was again 
pushed forward. The frenzied alarm which these. bold mealttlres 
;u'ollsed among the lawyer class was soon backed by that of the 
clergy, who Saw their wealth mcnaced by the establ!sbm~lll of civil 
marriage, and by proposals to substitute the frcc contributions of 
congregations for thc payment of tithes. The landed proprietors 
too ,'ose against thc scheme for the abolition of lay-patronage, 
which was favoured by the Convention, and .,predicted an age of 
confiscation. The" Barebonc3 Parliament," as the assembly was 
styled in derision, was charged with a design to ruin property, the 
Ch urch , and the law, with enmity to knowledge, and a blind and 
ignorant fanaticism. Cromwell himself shared the general uneasi
ness at its proceedings. I-l is mind was that of an admin istrator, 
rather than that of a statesman, un spcculative, deficient in fore
sight, conscrvati\'e, and eminently practical. H e saw the need o f 
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administrative reform in Church and State i but he had no sym· 
pa thy whatever with the rev{'!\lltionary theories which were filling 
the air around him. His des~re wd fo r " a " which 

A R.OP~1l "':>1) ... COII,UIVA I NI': K. 
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should be accompanied wi th as little distu rbance of the old state o f 
things as possi ble, If r.. lonarchy had vat1ished in the turmoil of 
war, his experience of the Long Parliament only confirmed n i~ in 

A POTTl!.It. 
C_ilU, "O~iI UtU .... u ... ,ie, ... ;' E'Y:Uu. .,{i,ift, .659-

his belief of the need of establ ishing an executive power of a 

s imilar kind, apart from the power of the legislature, as a condition 
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• 
of civi l liberty, H is sword had won "liberty of conscience;" but 
passionately as he clung to it. he was st ill for an established 
Church, for a pa,rochial system. and a ministry maintained by 

A TA ll.OJI:, c_., .... "O""i# ~ • .,.(i."" "~t .... " E"rI"'~ ,tI/tUm, .l!!9. 

tithes. His social tendencies were si mply those of the class to 
which he belonged. " I was by birth a gentlema n," he told a later 
Pa.rliamcnt, and in the-~ old social arrangement of I'! a nobleman, a 

A S HOEMAKEJI:. 
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gentleman, a yeoman," he saw" a good interest of the nation and 
a g reat o nc." li e hated" that levelling principle " which tended 
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to the reducing of all to one equality. ;, \Vhat was the purport of 

it," he asks with an amusing simplicity, " but to make the tenant 
as liberal a fortune as the landlord 1 ,,"l hich, I 

A III..ACKSMITIi. 
C,mn.i"s. "Om' 6<',u".'",,,, /'kl •• ," £",.,isJ, MlIIM, . 659-

would not have lasted long. T he men o f that pri nciplc, after thcy 
had !'cr\'cJ thcir own turn!', would then have cricd up propcrt}' a nd 

intcrcst fast enough." 

A SI'F.C'I· ... cl .r~ )L""~R. 

'.IN,."", . . ' o,{,,', ".,.,,/i.m Itl"" .," 1-:"l li,J. M/Ii.". ,6w. 

To a practical tem per such as this the speculative reforms of 
tile Convcntion wcre as distasterul as to the lawyers and clcrgy 
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whom they attacked. "Nothing," said Cromwell, " was in the 
hearts of these mcn but' overturn, overturn.'" But he was 
ddi\'cl'ed from his embarrassment by the internal d issensions of the 

rArKR-.IAKKR5. 
C_nhll, "O.."i, .... ,>I1Ili"", ;i,'"'''' E"KIi," uliI .... , .659-

Assembly itself. The dar after the decision against tithes the 
more conservative members snatched a vote by surprise" that the 
Sitti ng- or this Parliament any longer, as now constituted. will not 

A IIOOKIIINliRR. 

c: .... "";"4, "Orion 4""." .. liI.", l{r/"4," E"KIi," "''''~, .65'}0 

be for the good of the Commonwealt h, and that it is reqUIsite to 
deliver up un to the Lord-General the powers we received from 
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him." The Speaker placed their abdication in Cromwell' s hands, 
.and the act was confirmed by the svbsequent adhesion of a 
majority of the members. The dissolution of the Convention re· 
placed matters in the state in which its assembly had !pund them ; 
but there was still the same genera! anxiety to substitute some sort 
of legal rule for the power of the sword. The Con vention had 
named du ring its session a fresh Council of State, and thi s body at 
once drew up, under the name of the Instrument of G vcrnment, a 

TII K )(XC IIA NGR, N£WCASTLK.():S·TYNK~. 

Duill 16JS- I ~a. 
E ..... d, "Hiil_'}' './ N __ .. ill~. " 

remarkable Consti tution, whi ch was adopted by the Council of 
TIle /". ~ffice l'!> . They were driven by necessity to the step from which 

l ln m'em 1 h k be' r . . uf Grwern. t .cy lad s run ' lore, that 0 cOllvelllng a Pa rliament on the 
m ... ,1 reformed basis of rcpresentation, though such a basis had no legal 

sanction. The House was to consist of four hundred members 
from England, thirty from Scotland, and thirty from Ircland. The 
scats hitherto assigned to small and rotten boroughs were 
transferred to larger constituencies, and for the most part to 
counties. All special rights of voti ng ill the election of members 
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were abolished, and replnced by a general right of suffrage, based 
on the possession of real or personal property to the value of two 
hund red pounds . . Catholics and " Malignanl..$," as thol>C who bad 
fought for the King were called, were excluded for the while from 
the franchise. Constitutionally, all further organ izat ion of the 
form of government should have been left to this Assembly; but 
the dread o f di sorder durin g the interval of its election, as well as a 
long ing for " settlement," drove the Counci l to complete their work 
by pressing the o ffi ce o f " Protector " upon Cromwell. ., They laId 

WIILT R IIA R1' INN, SCOU : , NOIl .·OL .. . 
Uuill ,6n. 

Ritlu",Ju •• "SI.,fiu /,...'" Old /;.·"e""~ ,J(ul i ....... 

me that except I would undertake the government they thought 
things would Ilardly come to a composure or sett lement, but blood 
and confusion would break in as before." If we follow however 
his own statement, it was when they urged that the acceptance of 
such a Protectorate actually limited his power as Lord-General, 
and" bou nd his ha nds to act nothing without the consent of a 
Council until the Parl iament," that the post was accepted. The 
powers o f the new l'rotector indeed were strictly limited. Though 
the members of the Council were originally named by him, each 
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memhcr was irremovable save by consent of the rest: their advice 
was nccessnry in all foreign nf(dirs, th.eir consent in matters of 
peace a nd wal', their appruval in 'lOminatiolis to the grent offices of 
state, or the dispo!>al of the military or civil power. \ With this 
body too lay the choice of all fU lure Protectors. T o the admin~ 
i<;trative check of the Council was added the political check of the 
Parliament. Three years at the most were to elapse between the 
assembling of one Parliament and another. Laws c~uld not be 
made, nor taxes imposed but by its authority, and after the lapse 
of twenty days the statutes it passed became laws even if the 
Protector's assent was refused to them. The new Constitution 
was undoubtedly popular; and the promise o f il real J>Jrliamen t in 
a few months covered the want o f any legal character in the new 
rule. The Government was generally accepted as a provisional 
Olle, which could only acquire legal authority from the ratification 
of its acts in the coming session; and the desi re to settle it on sllch 
a Parli<ullentary basis was universal among the memoors of the 
nel\' A ssembly which met in the autumn at \Vestmi nster. 

Parli.. Few Parliaments have ever been more memoraple, or more 
men! 

of 165", truly representative of the English people, than the Parlininent of 
16;4. It was the first Parliament in our history where members 
from Scotland a nd I reland sate side by side with those from 
England, as they sit in the Parliament of to-day. The members 
for rotten boroughs and pocket~boroughs had disappeared. In 
spite of the ex elusion of royalists and Catholics from the polling~ 
booths, and the arbitrary erasure of the names 01 a few ultra
republican members by the Council, the House had a better title to 
the name of a "free Parliament " ~han any whi~il had sat before. 
The freedom with which the electors hnd excrci1.ed their right of 
voting was seen indeed in the large nll mber of Presbyterian 

emhcrs who were returned, aUlI in the reappearance of \-I asclrig 
arlfl Hradshaw, with ma ny members of the Long Parl iament, side 
by side with Lord Herbert and the older Sir H arry Vane. The 
fi rst business of the House was clearly- to consider the q uest ion of 
government; and Haselrig, with the fierce r republicans, at once 
denied the legal existence of either Councilor Protector, on the 
ground lhat the Long Parliament had never been dissolved. S uch 
an argument, however, told as much against the Parliament in 
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which they sate as. against the admi nist ration itself, and the bulk 
of the Assembly contented them~lvcs with declining to recognize 
the Const itution o r Protectorate as of morc than provisional validity. 
They proceeded at oncc to !<Cttle thc government on a Parliament
<l ry basi~ . The" I 1lstrum cnt " was taken as the g round work of the 
new Constitut ion, and ca rrlct.! clause by clause. T hat Cromwell 
should reta in his rule as Protector \\'a~ unanimously ag reed; that 
he should possess the right of \'cto or a co-ordinate legislative 
power with the Parliament was hotly debated, though the violent 
language of Haselrig did lillie to distu rb the genera l tone of 
moderation . Suddenly, howcver, Cromwcll interposed. I f he had 
undertaken the d uties of Protector with reluctance, he looked on all 
legal dcfects in h is title as more than supplied -by the conscnt of 
the nation. " I called not myself to th is place," he urged," God 
and the people of .hesc kingdoms have borne testimony to it." II is 
rule had been accefl ted by London, by Ihe army, by the solemn 
decision of the judges, by add resses from c\'ery shire, by thc very 
appearance of the members of the Pa rl iamcpt in answer to h is 
writ. "Why may I not b,dance this Providcnce," he asked , "with 
any heredita ry intercst ?" In this national approval he saw a caU 
from God, a Divine Ri ght of a highcr o rdcr than that of the kings 
who had gone bcfore. 

Hut there was another ground for the anxiety wi th which he 
watched the proceedings of the Commons. 1·lis passion for admin· 
istration had far ovcrstepped the bounds of a mctcly provislollal 
rule in the interval before the assembling or the Parl iamcn t H is 
desire fo r " settlemcnt " had been strengthened not on1)' by the 
drift of public opin ion, but by the urgent nccd of every day ; and 
the power reserved by the " Inst ru ment " to issue temporary 
ord inances, " until further order in such matters, to be taken by 
thl.! Parl iamcnt," gave a scope to his marvellous activity of which he 
at once took advantage. S ixty-four Ordinances had been issued 
in the niIle months before thc meeting of the Parliament. Peacc 
had beet'! cbnc1uded with Holland. T he Chu rch had been set in 
order. The law itself had bce l~ minutely regulated. The union 
with Scotland had been brough t to completion, So far was 
Cromwell from dreaming that these measures, or the authority 
which enacted them, would be quest ioned, that he looked to 
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Parliament simply. to com plete his work. " The great end or your 
meeting," he said at the first assembly or its members," is healing 

and scttling," Though he had himsel f done much, he added, 
,t there was still much to be done." Peace had t'o be madc wi th 

Portu gal, and alltancc with S pain. Bills were laid berore the 
H ouse ror the codification or the law. The plantation and settle· 

ment or Ireland had still to be completed. H e resented the setting 
these projects aside for constitutional questions wh ich, as he held, 

a Divine call had decided, but he resented yet more the renell'ed 
clai m advanced by Parliament to the sole power of legi:;lation. 

As we have seen, hi s ~~xperience or the evi ls which had arisen rrom 
the concentration o f legislntive and executive power in the Long 

Parliament hac;! convinced Cromwell of the dan ger to public liberty 
which lay in such a union. He saw in the joint government of 
'" a s ingle pcrson and a Parliament " the only assurance" that 

Parliaments should not make themselves perpetual," or that their 
power shou ld not be pervcrted to public wrong. But whatever 

strength there may have been in the Protector's arguments, the act 
by whict' he proceeded to enforce them was fatal to liberty, and in 
the erfcr to Puritanism, " If my calling be rrom God," he ended, 

" a nd my testimony from the People, God and the People shall 
tnke it from me, else I will not part from it." And he announced 
that no member would be suffercd to !.:nter the House without 

si!;ning an engagcment ., not to alter the Govcrml!cnt as it is 
settled in a single person and a Parliament." · No nct o( the 
S tuarts had been a bolder defiance of constitutional law; and the 

act was as nccd less as it was illegal. One hundred me~bers alone 
re fused to takc the engagcment, and the signatures of three-fourths 

or the H ouse proved that thc security Cromwell desired might 
have been easily p rocu red by a vote of Parliament. But those who 
remained resumed their con<;t itutiQnai task wilh unbroken firmness. 

They quietly asserted their sc.!c title to government by rcferring 
the Protector's Ordinances to Committees ror revision, and for 

conversion ' into laws. The " Instrument of Government" was 
tllrned into a bill, debated, and after somc modifications read a 
third ti me. Money votes, as in previous l' a rliaments, were deferred 
t ill "grievances" had been settled. But Cromwell once more 
intervened. The royalists were astir again; and he attributed 
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their renewed hopes to the hostile attitude which he ascribed to 
the Parliament. The army, which refluined unpaid while the 
suppHes wc,e delayed, was seething with discontent. \ " It looks;' 

SECOND GREAT SUI. OF PROTECTOR OLIVU., 1655-1658. 

said the Protector, "as if the laying grounds for it quarrel had 
rather been designed than to give the people settJemel~t. Judge 
yourselves whether the contesting of things that were provided for 
by this government hath been profitable expense of t ime for the 
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good of this nation." I n words of angry reproach he declared the 

Parliament dissolved. 
With the dissolution of the Parliament or 1654 elided all show 

$.lCON I) GII.KA'I' SEAl. or PIlOTItCTOIl OLIVER, 1655-16S8. 

of constitutional rule. The P rotectorate, deprived by its own act 
of all cha nce of legal sanction, became a s imple tyran ny. Crom~ 
well professed, indeed, to be restrained by the" Instrument " ; but 
the o ne great re.itraint on his power which the Instntment provided, 
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the inability to levy t:u.;r.s save by consent of }'arliament, was 
set aside on the plea of nece,sit-y . • " The People," said the Pro
tector in words which S trafford migllt have utten::\ d, " will prefer 
their real security to forms." That a danger of royalist revo lt 
existed was undeniable, but the danger was at once doubled by 
the general di scontent. From this moment, Wh it<;lock tells us, 
"many sober and noble patriots," in despn.ir o f public liberty, 
" d id begin to incline to the King's restoration."1 ] n the mass 
of the population the reaction was far more rapid. "Charles 
Stuart," writes a Cheshire correspondent to the Secretary of 
State, " hath five hund red friends in these adjacent counties for 
everyone fri end to you among them." Uut before the ove r- . 
powering s trength of the army even this genera l discontent was 
powerless. Yorkshi re, where the roya list insurrection was expected 
to be most formidable, never ventured to risc at all. There were 
risings in DeVOll, D orset, and the Welsh Marches, but they were 
quickly put down , and their leaders brought to the scaffold. 
Easily ho wever as the revolt was suppressed, the terror -of the 
Government was seen in the e nergetic mcasures to which Cromwell 
resorted in the hope of securing order. The country was divided 
into ten milita ry governments, each with a maj or.general at its 
head, who was empowered to disarm a ll Papists and royalists, 
and to arrest susJlCcted persons. Funds fo r the suppo rts of this 
military despotism were provided by an Ord inance of the Council 
o f State, whiel\ e nacted that all who had at any time home a rms 
fo r the King should pay eve ry year a tenth part o f their income, in 
spite of the Act o r Oblivion, as a fine fo r thei r royalist tendencies. 
The despotism of the major-g~nera[s was ~~onded by the older 
expedients or tyranny. The ejccted clergy had been zealous 
in promoting the insurrection, and they were forbidden in revenge 
to act as chaplai ns or as tutors. The press was placed under 
a strict censorsh ip. The payment of taxes levied by the sole 
authority of the Protector was enforced by d istraint; a nd when 
a collector was sued in the courts .for redress, the counsel for the 
prosecution wcre sent to the Tower. 

If pardon, indeed, could ever be won for a tyranny, the 
wisdom and gra ndeur with which he used the power he had 
usurped would win pardon (or the Protector. The greatest 
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among the many great enterprises undertaken by the Long 
J)a rliament had been the Union of the three Kingdoms: and 
that of Scotland with England had been brought about, at 
the very end of its career, by the tact and vigour of Sir 
Harry Vane. But its practical real ization was le ft to Crom
well. In four months of hard fighting General Monk brought 
the Highl ands to a 
new tranquillity ; and 
the presence of an 
army of eight thou
sa nd men, backed by 
a line of forts, kept 
the most 
the clans 

restless of 
in good 

order. The settlement 
of the country was 
brought about by the 
temperance and sa
gaci ty of Monk's suc
cessor, General Deane. 
No further interfer-
ence with the Presby
terian system was at
tempted beyond the 
suppression of the 
Genera l A ssembl y. 
But religious liberty 
was resolutely !Jrotcct
ed, and Deane ven
tured even to interfere 
on behalf of the miser
able victims whom 
Scotch bigotry was 

SATlkK ON 9COTC1I I'ItKSIIYTKk IANS. 

torturiug and burning on the charge of witchcraft. E.ven steady 
royalists ackno\\\ledgcd the justice of the Government and the 
wonderful discip~ne of its troops. " We always reckon those 
eigh t years of the, usurpation," s.,id Burnet :lfterwards. U a time of 
g reat peace and prosperity." Sterner work bad to be done before 
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Ireland could be br.ought into real union with i!s sister kingdoms. 
The work of conquest had beeu continued by I reton; and com
pleted after his death by General Ludlow, as mercilessly as it had 

IRISII)!A)'; AND WOMAN. 

1f.u.~1 ", .. " ;f II'TI .. ",{. ,6» 

begun. ThouSRnds perished by famine or the sword. Shipload 
arter shipload or those who surrendered were sent o\'cr sea ror 
sa le into forced labour in J ,una ica and the West Indies. l''1ore 
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than rorty thousand o f the beaten C:l.lholics were permitted to 
en list ror fo reign 5Cr\-ice, and found a refuge in exile under the 
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banners of France and Spain. The work of settlement, which 
was undertaken by Henry Cromwell, the younger and abler of the 
I'rntector's sons, turned out to be even more terrible than the 
work of the sword. It took as its model the Colonization of 
Ulster, the fatal measure which had destroyed all hope of a united 
Ireland and had brought inevitably in its train the revolt and the 
war. The people were divided into classes in the o rder of thei r 
assllmed guilt. All who after fair trial wen: proved to ha\'e 
personally taken part in the massacre were sentenced to banish
ment or death. The general amnesty which freed " those of the 
meaner sort " from all question on other scores was fOlr from 
extending to the landowners. Catholic proprietors who had 
shown no goodwill to the Parliament, even thou~h they had taken 
110 part in the war, were punished by the forfeiture of a third of 
their estates. All who had borne arms were held to have forfeited 
the whole, and driven into Connaught, where fresh estates were 
carved out for them from the lands of the native clans. No such 
doom had ever fallen on a nation in modern times as fell upon 
Ireland in its new settlement. Among the bitter memories which 
part I reland from England the memory of the bloodshed and 
confiscation which the Pu ritans wrought remains the bitterest; 
and the worst curse an Irish peasant can hurl at his enemy is 
" the curse of Cromwcll." But pitiless a:. the Protector's policy 
was, it was successful in the ends at which it aimed. The whol~ 
native population lay helpless and crushed. Peace and order were 
restored, and a large incoming of Protestant settlers-from England 
and Scotlanll brought n new prosperity to the wasted _country. 
Above all, the legislative union which had been brought about 
with Scotland was now carried out with I reland, and thirty seats 
wcrc allotted to its representatives in the general Parliament. 

In I!:ngland Cromwell deal t with the royalists as irreconcilable 
enemies; but in every other respect he carried fairly out his pledge 
of " heali ng and settling." The series of administrative reforms 
planned by the Convention had been partially carried into effect 
before the meeting of Parliament in 1654j but the II"ork wa.'. 
Ptlshed on after the dis.c;olution of the I iouse with yet greater 
encrgy. Nearly a ht.ndred ordinances o;;howed the industry of 
the Government. Police, public amusements, roads, finances , the 
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condition of prisons, the imprisonment of debtors, were a few 
among the subjects which chtimed Cromwell's attention. An 
ordinance of more than fifty clause; reformed t1jle Court of 
Chancery. The anarchy which had reigned in the hurch since 
the break-down of Episcopacy and the failure of the resbyterian 
s),stem to supply its placc, was put an end to by a series of wise 
and tempcrate measures for its reorganization. Rights of patron
age were left un touched ; but a Board of Triers, a fo rth of whom 
were laymen, was appointed to examine the fitncss of ministers 
presented to livings; and a Church boa rd of gen try and c1erg}' 
was set up in cver)' county to excrcise a supervision pvcr ccclesi
ast ical affairs, and to detect and removc scandalous a nd ineffectual 
ministe;rs. E" cn by the confession of Cromwcll's opponents the 
plan worked well. It furnished thc country with "ablc, .serious 
preachcrs," Baxter tclls li S, " who li"cd a godly lifc, of what tolerable 
opi nion soevcr they wcrc," and , as both l'rcsbyterian and ' ndc
pendent ministers were p rescnted to liv ings at thc will of their 
patrons. it soh-cd so far ,L<; practical work ing was conccrnerl the 
problem of a rcligious union among the Puritans on the base 
of a widc "aricty o f Christian opinion. From the Churrh which 
was thus rcorganized all power of interfercncc with faiths diffcring 
from ils own was resolu tely withheld. Save in hi" dealing::; wit h the 
Episcopalians, whom hc looked on as a political dangcr, Cromwcll 
remained true throughout to the causc of rclig ious libertr. E,'cn 
the Quaker. rejected by all other Christian bodies as an ana rchist 

• 
and blasphemer, found sy mpathy and protection in ""the Protector. 
The Jewi' had been e>:cl uded from Englan d since the reign of 
Edward the Firiit; and a prarer which they no\v prcsented for 
leave to retum was rcfused by the' commission of merchants and 
divines to whom the Protcctor referred it for consider-.aion. But 
hc refusal was quietly passcd oW'r, and the connivance c.J Crom

\\"~1l in the settlement of a few H ebrews in Lo ndon and Oxford 
\\'a\ so c1carl), understood that no onc ventu red to interfere wi th 
them. 

Crom_ No part of his policy is morc characteristic of Cromwcll"s mind • 
.... elt and 
Europe whether in its strength or in its wcakness, than his management of 

foreign afT.1.irs. W hilc England had been a bsorbed in hcr long and 

obstinate s truggle (or freedom the whole face o f the world arou nd 
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her had changed . . The Thirty Years' War was over. The vic
tories of Gustavus, and of the Swedish genera ls who followed him, 
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had been iiCconded by the policy of Richelieu and the inte rvention 
of France. Prolestantism in Germany was no longer in peril from 
the bigotry or ambition of the House of Austria; and the Treaty 
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of Westphalia had 'drawn a perma.nent line between the territories 
belonging to the "dherents o f the old relig ion and the new. There 
was little danger, indeed, now to Europe from the great Catholic 
Hou~ which had threatened its freedom e\'er since Charle!o1 the 
Fifth. it !o1 Austrian branch wa.c; called away from d ream!! of 
aggression in the west to a desperate struggle with the T urk for 
the pog.',es.c;ion of J J ungary an(~ the 5Ccurity of Austria itself. 
Spain was falling into a state of strange decrepitude. So far from 
aiming to be mistrec;s of Europe, she was rapidly !linking into. the 
allnO!l1 helple!';s prey o f Francc. It was France which had now 
become the dominant powcr in Christendom, though her pooit ioll 
was far from being as commanding. as it was , to become under 
Lewis the Fourteenth. The peace and order which prc\"ailed after 
the cc.c;5ation of the religious troubles th roughout her compact and 
fertile territory ga\"e scope at last to the quick and ind ustriou<; 
temper of the French people; wh ile her wealth and <.:nergy \\"ere 
placed by the centralizing admi nistration of Henry the Fourth , of 
Richelieu, and of Mazarin. almost absolutely in the hands of the 
Crown. Unclel'the th ree gre<l.t rulers who have just been named 
her :unbition was stei\dilr directed to the same purpose of terri
torial aggrandizcment,and though limited as yet to the annexation 
of the Spanis.h and Imperial territori(',; which st ill 1><1.rted her 
fromier from the Pyrenees.. the Alps. and the Rhine, a 5tatesman 
of wis.e pol itical genius would have d is.cerned the beginn ing of that 
great stnlggle for supremacy over Eu rope at large \(,hich wa.<; a ni), 
foilcd by the gellius of l\'Iarlborough and the victQries of the Gra nd 
All iancc. But in his. view of European politics Crom~\"e ll was 
misled by the conserv<t ti\'e and unspeculath'e tem per of his mind 
as lI"e\1 as by the strength of hi s religious enthusiasm. or the 
change in the world around h im he s~ms to have discerned no
thing. li e brou~ht to tho. Europe of :Mazarin the hope5 and ideas 
with which all E~lgland was thrilling in his youth at the ou tbrertk 
of the Thirty Years War. Spain was 5till to him "the head of 
the Papal In terest," whether at home or a bro..1.d. " The Papi!';ts in 
England," he said to the j)arliament of 1656," ha\"e been ac
counted, ever since 1 was born, Spanioli-zec\ ; they never reg:u'ded 
France, or any other Papist state, but Spain only." The old 
English hatred o f £p~in, the old Engl ish resen tmen t at tbe sha me-
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-
ful part which th'C nation had been forced to play in the great 
German struggle by the policy of J a mes ancl of Charles, li\'ed on 
in Cromwell, and was only strengthened by the religious enthu
siasm whIch the success of Pu ritanism had kindled within him. 
"The Lord Himself," ht: wrote to his admirals as they sailed to 
the \Vest Indies, "hath a controversy with your enemies: even 
wi th that Romish Babylon of which tile Span iard is the great 
underproppe r. In that respect we fight the L.ord's battles." What 
Swooen had been under Gustavus, I!ngland, Cromwell dreamt, 
might be now-the head of a g reat Protesta nt League in the strug-
gle against Catholic aggression. " You have on your :.houlders," 
he said to the Parliament of I 65.h "the interest of ail the Christian 
people of the world . I wish it may be written' pn our hearts to be 
zealous for that interesl." 

T he first step in stich a struggle was nccessaril)f to league the 
Protestant powers together, and Cromwell's !!ariicst efforts were 
directed to bring the ruinous and indecisive quarrel with Holland 
to an end. The fierceness of the strife had grown with each en
I:!agement; but the hopes of Holland fell with her admiral, Tromp, 
who received a mortal wound at the moment when ... he had suc-
ceeded in fDlcing- the English line; and the skill and energy of his 
successor, Dc Ruyter, strugg led in va in to restore her waning 
fortunes. S he was saved by the expulslolJ of the Long Parlia-
ment, wh~c11 had persisted in its demand of a political union of the 
two countries; and the new pol icy o f Cromwell .was s(''C1l in the 
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conclusion of peace. The United Provinces recognized the supre- 1654 

, miley o f the English flag in the British seas, and subm h:tcd to the 
Navigation Act, while I-I olland pledged itself to shut Ol.l.t lhe 
I iousc of Orange from power, a nd thus relieved England frorn the 
risk of :.ccing a Stuart restoration supported by Dutch forces. The 
peace with the Dutch was followed by the conclusion of like 
treaties with Sweden and with Denmark; and on the arrival of a 
Swedish envoy with o ffers of a league of friendship, Cromwell 
endeavoured to bring the Dutch, the Brandenburgers, and the 
Danes into a co"fcderation of the Protestant powers. H is e fforts 
in this dire~tion howC!ver, though they never wholly ceased, re
mained fruitless; but the 'Protecto r was resol ute to carry out his 
plans single-handed. The defeat o f the Dutch had left England 
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the chief sea-power of the \yorld; and before the di:;;solution of the 
Parliament, two. Reets put to sea with secret instructions. The 
fir:.t, lll1der Blake) appeared in the Mediterranean, ex-acted repara
tion frolll Tuscany for wrongs ' dOlle to English commerce, bom
barded Algiers, and destroyed the Reet with which its pirates 
had ventured through the reign o f Charles ' to insult the English 
coast. The thunder o f lllake's guns, every Puritan believed, would 
be heard in· the castle of St. Angelo, and Rome itself would have 
to bow to the greatness of Cromwell. But though no declaration 
of war had been issued against S pain, the true aim of both 
expeditions was an attaek on that power; and the attack proved 
singularly unsuccessful. Though Blake sail<;d to the Span ish 
coast, he failed to intercept the trca'>ure Reet from America; and 
lhe second expedition, which made its way to the 'Vest Indies, 
was foiled in a descent on St. Domingo. Its conquest of Jamaica, 
important as it really was in breaking through the monopoly 
of the New \Vnrld in the South which Spain had till now enjoyed, 
sccmed at the time but a poor result for a vast expenditure of 
blood and money. I ts leaders were sen t to the Tower 011 

their return; but Cromwell found himself at war wilh Spain, 
and lhrown whether he would or no into the hands of the French 
minister Mazarin. 

He was forced to sign a treaty of alliance with France; while 
the cost of h is abortive expeditions drove him again to fflce a 
Parliament. But Cromwell no lon~er trusted, a!. in his ea rlie r 
Parliament, to freedom of elections. The sixty members sent from 
Ireland and Scotland under the Ordinances of union we·re simply 
nominees of the Government. I ts whole i'n fl uence was exerted to 
secure the .return of the Inore conspicllous members of the Council 
of State. It \\ias calculated that of the members returned one-half 
were bound to the Governmen t by tics o f profit or place. liut 
Cromwell was still unsatisfied. A certificate of the Council was 

. required from each member before admission to the House; and a 
fourth of the wh Ie number returned---one hundred ill a ll, with 
Hasel rig at their head-were by this means excluded on ground s 
of disa ffectio n or wa nt o f religion. T o the~ arbitrary acts.of 
violence the H ouse replied only by a course of singular moderation 
and wisdom. From the first it di!c\aimcd any purpose of opposing 
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the Government. One or il .. carii t'st acts provided secul'ilies for 
Cromwell 's person, which W:t il lhrc!atened by constant p lots of 

assassination. J 1 supported him in his war MiCY, and voted 
supplies o f un precedented extent ror the maintenance or the struggle. 
It was this attitude or loyalty which gave force to its steady refusal 
to !;anction the system of tyranny which had practically placed 
England under ma rtial law. In h is opening ad~ress Cromwell 
boldly took his s tand in support or the military de!>l>otism wielded 
by the major-generals. " It hath been more <;.ffectual towards the 
discountenancing of vice and seltling religion than any thing done 
these fi rty years. I will abide by" it," he saId,) with singular 

\'ehemence, •. notwithstanding the envy and s lander of foolish men. 
I could as soon venture my life with it as with anythi ng I ever 
undertook. If it were to be done again, I would do it." Uu t no 
sooner had a bill been introduced into Parliament 10 confirm the 

proceedings or the major-generals tha n a long debate showed the 
temper or the Commons. They had resolved to acquiesce in the 
Pl'Otcctorate, but they were equa lly resoh-ed to bri ng it again to a 
legal mode ur governmen t. This indeed was the aim c.r even 

Cromwel l's wiser adherents. "What makes me fear the passing o( 
this Act," one or them wrote to his son Hen ry, " is that thereby 
II is Highness' governmen t will be more rounded in rorce, and more 
removed rrom that natural roundat ion which the people in Parlia
ment are desirous to give him , supposi ng that he will become more 

theirs than 110\' he is." The bill was rejected, and..Cromwell bowed 
to the feeling o( the nation by wilhdrawing the powers of the 
I'~ajor.ge~lerals. 

Offer But the defeat or the tyranilY or the sword was only a step 
of Ihe 
Crown towards a far bolder ciTort ror the restoration of the power of the 

10 Crom_ I I .•.• "II I "I ' wei" aw. t was no mere t-".:uantry, stL ess was It vu gar lI attery, 
\ which influenced the Parliament in thei r offer lO Cromwell of the 

title or King. The experience of the l~t rew years had taugh t the 
nation the vaiuC4"o( the t radi tional rorms under which its liberties 
had grown up. A ki ng was limi ted by consti tutional p recedents. 

" The ki ng's prerogat ive," it was well urged, " is under the courts 
or justice, and is bounded as well as any acre of land, or anything 
a man hath." A P rotector, on the other hand, was new in our 
h istC'IY. and there were no traditional means o( limiting his power. 
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" The one office being lawful in its nature," said Glynnc, " known 
to the nation, certain in itself, and confined and regulated by the 
law, and the other not so--that was the g reat ground why the 
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Parliament did so much im;i!>t 0n tlli3 office .. nd ti t le." Under the 

name of Monarchy, indeed, the question really at i s~ue bet ween 

the party headed by the officers and the party led by the lawyers 
in the Commons was that o f the restoration of co stitut ional and 
leg'lll rule. The proposal was carried by an overwhelming majority, 

but a month passed in end less consultations betwet:n the Parlia
ment and the Protector. H is good sense, his kn wledge of the 

general feeli ng of the nation, his real desire to obtain a settlement 
wh ich should secure the ends for which Puritanism fought , political 
and religious liberty, bmke in conference after conference through 

a mist of words. But his real concern throughout was with the 

temper of the army. Cromwell knew well that hi s government 
was a sllt .. -cr gO\'crnment of the sword, and that the dio;content of 
h is soldiery would shake the fabric of his power. I-Ie \'ibrated to 

and fro between his sense of the lX)li tical advan tages of such a 
~tllcment , and his sense of its impossibility in face of the mood of 

the army. H is soldiers, he said, were no common swordsmen . 
They were" godly men, men that will not be beaten do\\'n by a 
\\'orldly and carnal spirit \\'hile they keep their integrity;" men in 

whose general voice he recogni zed the \'oice of God. " They .. "ll·e 
honest and faithful men," he urged ," true to the great things of the 

Governmen t. And though it real1y.js no part of their go()(-'ncs~ t,Q 
be unwilling to submit to what a Pa~i iamcnt shaH settle over them, 

yet it is my dllt~, and conscience to beg o f you that there may be 
no hard things put ulX)n them wh ich they Calmot swallow. I 

cannot think God would blc.<;s an undertaking of anything which 

would justly and with cause g r.ie\·e them." The tern l~r of the 
army was soon sho\\'n. Its leaders, \\Iith Lambert, Fk.'Ct"wood, and 
Des borough at their head. placed their command!! in Cromwell's 
lands. A petition from the officers to Parliament demanded the 

'ithdrawal of the propoi'ial to restore the :\10narchy, "in the name 
of the old cause fo r which they had bled." Cromwell at once 

anticipated the coming debate on t llis petition, a debate which 
might have led to an open breach between the arrn}' and the 
Commons, by a refm,al of the crown. " I cannot undertake this 

Govcrnment," he said," with that title of K ing; and that is m)' 
answer to this great a nd weighty bu~i neslt." 

Disappointed ali it was, the Parliament with s ingular sel f· 
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restraint turned to other modes of bringing about its pu rpose. 
The offer of the crown had been coupled with the condition 
of accepting a cQn:.tilution which was a modification of the 
Instrument of Government adopted by the Parliament of 1654: and 
thh. constitution Cromwell emphatically appro\·<..-d. "The things 
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provided by this Act of Goverlllllcnl," he owned, "do secure the 

liberties of the people of God as they"never befc·re havc had them." 
With a change of the title of KlIlg into that of j)r tector, the Act 
of Government 1I0W became law; and the solemn Inauguration of 

the Protector by the Parliament was a practical acknowledgment 
on the part of Cromwell of the illegality of his former rule. J n the 
name of the Commons the Speaker invcstl.'(l hi m \ ith a mantle or 
State, placed the sceptre in his hAnd, and gi rt the s vord of justice 

by his side. l3y the new Act of GO\'ern menl CJomwell was allowed 
to !lamc his OWII successor. but in all arter cases thc office was to 
be an elec tivc OIlC. I n every other respcd the rorms of the older 

Constitutiun were careful ly reStored. I'll.rliament was again to 
conSist of two 1·l oll~. the seventy membcl'S of" the other I louse " 
being namt:d by the Protector. The Comlllons regained thei r old 
ri~ht of exclusively deciding 011 the qualification of their members. 
Parliamentary restrict ions were imposed on the choice of members 
of the Council, and Officers or Stale or of Lhe army. A fixed 
revenue was voted to the Protector, and it was provided that no 
moneys should be raised but by assent of Parliament. Liberty of 
worship was secured for all but Papists, Prelatists, Socinians, or 
those who dcnied the inspiration of the Scriptures; and liberty of 
conscicncc was secu red ror all. 
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The adjournment of the House after his inauguration ·Ieft 

Cromwell at the height of h i,; power. He seemed at last to have 

placed his government on" legal aTid national basi~ The ill

success of his earlier operations abroacl was forgot en in a blaze of 
glory. - On the eve of the Parliament's assembly one o f Blake's 
captains had managed to intercept a part of the Spanish treasure 
neet. At the close of 1656 the Protector seemed tf have found the 
means of reali zing his schemes for rekindling tbe religious war 
throughout Europe in a quarrel between the Duke of Savoy and 
his Protestant subjects in the valleys of Piedmont. A ruthless 
massacre of these Vaudois by the Duke·s troops roused deep resent
ment throughout England, a resentment which still breathes in the · 

noblest of Milton's sonnets. While the poet called .on God to 
avenge his " slaughtered saints. whose bones lie scattered on the • 
Alpine mOllntains cold ," Cromwell was already busy willl the work 
of earthly vengeance. An English envoy appeared at the Duke's 
court with haughty demands of redress. Their refusal would h;we 
been followed by instant war, for the Protestant Cantons of 
Switzerland were bribed into promising a force of ten thousand 
men for an a ttack Oil Savoy. The plan was foiled by the caul 
d iplomacy of M\lzarin, who forced the Duke to gtant Cromwell's 
demands; but the apparent success of the Protector raised his 
reputation at hom·c and abroad. The spring of 1657 saw the 
greatest as i! was the last of the triumphs of Blake. He found 
the Spanish I'.ate fleet guarded by galleons in the strongly-armed 
harbour of Santa Cru t; he forced an entrance'- into the harbol!r 
and bunh or sank every ship within it. Tr.iumphs at sea were 
followed by a triumph on land: Cromwell 's demand of Dunkirk, 
which had long stood in the way of any acceptance of his oITers of 
aid, was at last conceded j and a detachment of the Puritan army 

\ 
joincd the French t roops who were attacking Flanders under the 
command of Turenne. Their valour And discipline were shown by 
the part they took in thc captu re of Mardyke; and still more by 
the victory of the Dunes, a victory which forced the Flemish towns 
to open their gates to the French, and gave Dunkirk to Cromwell. 

1658 Nc\·cr had the fame of an English ruler stood higher; but in 
, .gr~·~~~r the midst of his g lory the hand of death was falling on the Pro

tector. He had long been weary of his task. "GIXI knows," he 
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had burst out to the Parliament a year before, " I would have been 
glad to have lived under. my woodside, and to have kept a flock of 
sheep, rather than to have un8ertaken this government." And 
now to the weariness of power was added the weakness and 
feve rish impatience of disease. Vigorous and energetic as .his life 
had seemed, his health was by no means as st rong as his will : he 
had been struck down by intermittenl fever in the midst of his 
tri umphs both in Scotland and in Ireland, and during the past year 
he had suffered from repeated attacks of it. " I have some infi rmi-
ties upon me," he owned twice over in his speech at- the re-opt:n ing 
of the Pa rliament "ncr an adjournment of six months ; and his 
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suppl ics had been voted , and the pay of the army was heavily in 
arrear, while its temper grew more and more sullen at the appea r-
ance of the new Constitution and the re·awakening o f the royalist 
in trigues. Under the terms of the new Constitution the members 
excluded in the prcceding year took their plac.es abrain in the 
House. The mood of the nation was reflected in the captious and 
ljuarrelsome tone of the Commons. They sti ll delayed lhe g rant 
of supplies. Meanwhile a hasty act of the Protector in g iving to 
his nominees in " the other H ouse," as lhe 1lC,\ .... second chamhcr he 
had devised was called, the title o f "Lords," kindled a strife 
between the two H ouses which was busily fanned by I-Iaselrig and 
other opponen ts of the Government. I t was ~ntell dp.d that the 
" other I-louse " had under the new Constitution .simply judicial 
and not legislative powers. Su.;h a contention struck at Cromwel l's 
work of restl')ring the old political forms of £ nglish life'; ;'I nd the 
reappearance of Parliamentary st ri fe threw h im at last, says an 
observer at his court, " into a rage and passion like unto madness." 
What gave weight to it was the growing strength of the royalist 
p..rty, and its preparations for a coming rising. Charles himself 
with a large body of S panish troops drew to the coast of Flanders 
to take advantage of it. His hopes were above aU encouraged by 
the strife in the Commons, and their manifest dislike of the system 
of the Protectorate. It was this that drove Cromwell to action. 
Summoning his coach, by a sudden impulse, the Jlrotector drove 
with a few guards to Westminster : and setting aside the 
remonstrancea of Fleetwood, summoned the two houses to his 
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presence. ., I do dissolve this Parliament," he ended a spc{-:ch of 

angry rebuke, " and let God be judge between you and me." Fatal 
as was the error, for the moment all went \\>ell. he army was 
reconciled by the blow levelled at its opponents and the few 
murmurers were weeded from its ranks by a careful remodelling. 
The triumphant officers vowed to stand or fall with his Highness. 
The danger of a royalist ris ing van ished before a host of addresses 

from the counties. Great news too came from k broad, where 
victory in Flanders, and the cession of Dunkirk, set the seal on 
Cromwell's glory. Bul the fever crept steadily on , and his looks 
told the tale of death to the Quaker, Fo x, whq met him riding in 
'-Iampton Court Park. " Hefore I came ,to him," he says, " as he 
rode at the head of hi s Life Guards, I saw and felt a \\'.'\ft of death 
go forth against him , and when I came to him he looked like a 
dead mati." I n the midst of hi s triumph Cromwell 's heart was in 
fact heavy with the sense of failure. He had no desire to play the 
tyrant; nor had he any belief in the permanence of a mere ty ranny. 
He clung desperately to the hope of bring ing the country to his 
s ide. lie had h ard ly d i$solved the Parliament before he was 
planning the summons o f another, and angry at the opposition 
which his Council offered to the project. " I will take my 6wn 
resolutions," he said g loomily to his household i " I can no longer 
satisfy myself to sit still , anri make mysel f guilty of the loss of all 
the honest party I,lnd o f the nation itself." But before his plans 
couid be realized the overtaxed s trength of the Pr.Q.tec1or suddenly 
gave way. He saw too clearly the chaos into ~\' hich h is death 
would plutlge England to be willing to die. "Do not think I shall 
die," he burst out with feverish· energy to the physicians who 
gathered round him ; .. say not I have lost my reason ! I tell you 
the truth. I know it from better authority than any you can have 

Vrom Galen or Hippocrates. I t is the answer of God Himself to 
Ollr prayers ! " Prayer indeed rose from every side for his recovery. 
but death drew steadily nearer, till even Cromwell felt that his 
hour was come. "I would be willing to li\'e," the dying man 
murmured, " to be further serviceable to God and His people, but 
my work is done! Yet God will be with I-lis people!" A storm 
which tore roofs from houses, and levelled huge trees in every 
forest. seemed a fitting prelude to the passing away of his mighty 

• 
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spirit. Three days later, on the third of September, the day which 
had witnessed his victories of \Vorcester and Dunbar, Cromwell 

qu ietly breathed his last. 
So absolute even in death was his sway over the minds of men, 

that, to the wonder of the excited royalists, c,,"en a doubtful nomina· 
tion on his death-bed was enough to secure the peaceful succession 
of his son, Richard Cromwell. Many, in fact, who had rejected 
the authority of his father submitted peacefully to the new Pro
tector. T heir motives were ex plained by Baxter, the most erpinetlt 

among the Presbyterian 
ministers, in the address to 
Richard which annoutlc(Xi 

his adhesion. " I observe," 
he says, "that the nation 

generally rejoice in your 
peaceable entrance upon the 
Go\'ernment. l\'Iany are per
suaded that you have been 
strangely kept from par· 
ticipating in any of our late 
bloody con tentions, that 
God might make . you the 
healer of our breaches, and 
employ you in that T emple 
work which David himself 
might not be honoured IUCflAII.O CII.ONWICLI~ 

with, though it was in his 
mind, I.:x!cause he shed blood abundantly and made great wars." 
The new Protector was a weak and worthless man, but the 
bulk of the nation were content to be ruled by one who was 
at any rate no soldier, no Puritan, and no innovator. R ichard 
was known to be la x and worldly in his conduct, and he was 
believed to be conservati ve and even royalist in heart. The tide 
of reaction wa!> felt evelr in his Council. Their nrst act was to 
throw aside one of the greatest o f C romwell's reforms, and to fall 
back in the summons which they issued for the new Parl iament 
on tht: old system of election. It was felt far more keenly in the 
tone of lhe new H ouse of Commons. The republicans under 
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Vane, backed aoroitly by the secret royalists, fell hotly on Crom. 
well's systcm. The fiercest attack of all came from Sir Ashley 
Coope r) a D orsctshire gentleman who had changed sides in the 
civil war, had fought for the King and then fQ r the Parl iament, 
had been a member of Cromwell's Council, and had of late ceased 
to be a member of it. His virulent ilwective on " his Highncss of 
deplorable memory, who with fraud and force deprived you of you r 
liberty when living, and entailed slavcry on you at hi 'i death," was 
foHowed by an equally virulent invective against the army. 
"They have not on ly subdued their enemies," said Cooper, "but 
the mast.ers who ral scd and maintained them ! They have not 
only /,:onqucred Scotland and r rei and, but rebellious England too; 
and there suppressed a 1I-blignant party of l'nagi5trates .and laws." 
The army was quick with its reply. I t had already demanded the 
appoin tment -of a soldier as its General in the place of the new 
Protector, who ~d assumed the comm<;1nd. The tone of the 
Council of Officers now became so menacing- that the Commons 
ordcred t1~ dismissal of all officers who refused to engage" not to 
dIsturb or interrupt the free meeti ngs of Parliament." Richard 
ordered the Council of Officers to dissolve. 'Their reply was a 
demand for a dissolution of the Parliament, a dema nd with which 
Richard was forced to comply. The purpose of the army however 
was still to secure a settled government ; and setti ng aside the new 
Protector, whose weakness was now evident, they reslllw:d to 
come to a reconciliation with the republican party, and to recall 
the fragment of the Commons whom they had expelles-t from St. 
Stephen's in 1653- Of the one hund red and sixty members who 
had con tinued to sit after the King's death , about ninety returned 
to their scats, and reSumed the administration of affairs. But the 
contin ued exclusion of the members who had been " purged " from 
the House in 1648 proved that no real intention existed of restor· 
ing a legal rule. The J-Touse was soon at strife with the soldiers. 
In spite of Vane's counsels, it proposed a reform or the officers, 
and though a royalist rising in Cheshi re during August threw the 
disputants for a moment together, the struggle revived as the 
danger passed away. A new hope indeed filled men's minds. 
Not on ly was the nation sick of military rule, but the army, un· 
conquerable so long as it held together, at last showed signs of 
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divi.sion. 1 n I rei and and Scotland the troops protested again!>t the 
attitude of their English comrades ; and' Monk, th, com mander of 
the Scottish army, threatened to march on Lon:l~l and free the 
Parliament from their pressure. Their divi:"ions encouraged 
Haselrig and his coadjutors to demand the dism issal of Fleetwood 

\ l .KN ER AI. I..A M8E'11.,·, 
,. ... ", ... eIt/ ;rlll!. 

and Lambert from their commands. T hey answt:rcd by dri ving 
the Parliament again from Westminster, and by marching under 
L1.mbert to the north to meet l\! onk's army. Negotiations gave 
Monk time to gather a convention at Edinburgh, and strengthen 
himself with money and recruits. H is attitude roused Eng land to 
action. So rapidly did the t ide of feeling rise throughout the 

• 
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coun try that the 'army was driven to undo its work by recalling the 
Rump. Monk however 'advanced rapidly to Coldstream, and 
crossed the boro!!=r, The cry of " A free Parliament " ran like fire 
through the r.ou ntry. Not only Fairfax, who appeared in arms in 
Yorksh ire, but the, ships on the Thames and the mob which 
thronged the streets of London caught up the cry; and Monk, who 
lavished protestations of loyalty to the Rump, while he accepted 

IlANQUIIT GIVI!~ TO CIIAR LES II, AT TUI! IIAGUIt, 20 .,,,V, 1660. 

"I'"..,. ~ C"-Iu If,," ,Olio. 

petitions for a " Free Parliament," entered London unopposed. 
From the mo'fnent of his entry the resloration of the Stuarts be
came inevitable. The army, resolute a!> it still remained for the 
maimenance of "the cause," was deceived by 'Monk 's declaration 
of loyalty to it, and rendered powerless by his adroit dispersion 
of the troops O\'cr the country. At thc instigation of Ashley 
Cooper, those who remained of the members who had been ex
cluded from the House of Commons by J'rlde's Purge in 1648 
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again rorced their way into Parliament, and at once resolved on a 
dissolution and the election or a new I-louse or Commons. The 
new H ouse, which bears the name o r the Conven tion, had hardly 

taken the solemn League an~ Covenant which showed its Presby
tcrian temper, and its leaders had only begun to draw up terms on 
which the King's restoration might be assented to, when they 
round that Monk was in negotiation with the ex iled Court. All 

CIIA RI.KS II. EMBARKING !'OR It SCLAND. 
" 1t."..,Jdlifth B,It'''h." .66 •. 

exaction of thms was now impossible; :l Declaration rrom Breda, 
in which Charles promised 1"1 general pardon, religious toleration, 
and satisraction to the army, \~as received with a burst or national 
enthusiasm; and the old Constitution was restored by a solemn 
vote or the Convention, II that according to the ancient and runda
mental laws or this Kingdom, the government is, and ought to be, 

• by King, Lords, and Com mons." The King was at once invited 
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to hasten to his realm; l,e landed at Dover, and made his wily 
amidst the shouts of a great multitude to \Vhitehall. " It is my 
own fault," laughed the new King, with characte 'stic irony, " that 
I had not come back sooner ; for I find nobody \ ho docs not tel! 
me he has always longed for my return." 

1653 .. 
,660 

Millon Puritanism, so men believed, had fallen nC\'cr to ri se again. As 
a political experiment it had ended in utter failf re and disgust. 

It;o1TkY OF CIlARLES II . ISTO I,.O;o1OQ~. 

" K."idlij<_ &tlt,.;,." 166 ,. 

\ As a religious systcm of national life it brought about the wildest 
outbreak of moral revolt that England has ever witnessed. And 
yet Puritanism was far from bein g dead; it drew indeed a nobler 
life from sufferin g and defcat. Nothing aids us better to trace 
the rea l course of Puritan influence since the fall of Puritanism 
than the thought of the two great works which have handed down 
from one generation to another its highest and noblest spirit. 

• 
• 
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From that time to' this the most popular of all religious book~ has 
been the Puritan allegory of the. " Pilg rim's Progrc~~." The most 

• populM of all E'nglish poems has been the Puritan epic of the 
" Paradise Lost." Milton had been engaged during the civil war 
in strife with Presbyterians and with Royalists, pleading for civil 
and religious freedom, for freedom of social life, and freedom of 
the press. At a later time he became Latin Secretary to the 
Protector, in spi te of a blindne!'\s which had been brought on 
by the intensity of his study, The Restoration found him of all 
living men the most hateful to the Royalists; for it was h i~ 

" Defence of the English People" which had j usti fi ed throughout 
Europe the execution of the King. Parliament ordered his book 
to be burnt by the common hangman ;'he was ft"lr a l ime imprisoned, 
and even when released he had to live amidst threats o r assassina
tion from fanatical Cavaliers, T o the ruin of his cause were added 
personal misfortunes in the bankruptcy of the scrivener who held 
the bulk of his property, and in the Fire of London, which deprived 
him of much of what was left. As age drew on. he found himself 
reduced to comparath'e poverty, and driven to sell his li~rary 

(,1r subsistence. Even among the sectaries who shared his political 
opinions Mi lton stood in religious opinion alo:1e, for he had 
gradually severed himsel f from e\'ery accepted form of faith, 
had embraced Arian ism, and had ceased to attend at any place 
of worship. Nor was his home a happy one. The g race and 
gen iality of his youth disappeared in the drudger~' of a school
master's life and amongst the in)'ectives of contrQversy, In age 
his temper beeame stern and exacting. H is daughters, who 
were forced to read to their blind father in languages which they 
cou ld not understand, revolted utterly against thei r bondage. 
But solitude ·and misfortune ani)' brought out into bolder relief 
Milton's inner greatness. There was a grand simplicity in the 
life of his later years. He listened everr morning to a chapter 
of the Hebrew Bible, and after musing in 'silence for a while 
pursued his studies till midday. Then he took exercise for an 
hour, pJa)'ed for a nother hour on the orga.n or viol, and renewed 
his ~tudies, The evening was spent in converse with visitors 
and friends. For, lonely and unpopular as Milton was, there was 
One thing about him which made his house in Bunhill Fields a 
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place of pilgri mage to tile wits 
or the Restoration. He was 

the last of ttt Elizabethans.' 
1-11:: had possibl ~seen Shakspere, 
as on his visits to London afte'r 
his retirement to Stratford the 
playwright pass d along Bread 
Street to his wi combats at lhe 

Mermaid . • He had been the con
temporary o f \Vebster and Mas
s in ger, o f H errick and Crashaw. 
His . t Comus" and " Arcades'" 

had ri valled the masques o f Ben 

J onson. It was with a reverence 
drawn from thoughts like thc'se 
that men looked on the blind 

. poet as he sate, clad in . black, 
;n his chamber hung with rusty 

green tapestry, his fair brown 
hair falling as o f 'Old over a calm, 

serene face that still rcbined 
much of its youthful beauty, his 
checks delicately coloured, his 
clear grey eyes showing no trace 
of their blindness. "But famous. 
whether for good or i ll, as IllS 

prose writings had macle him, 
during fifteen years only a fcw 
sonnets had broken his si lence 
as a 9inger. It was now, in his 
blindness and old age, with the 
callsc he loved trodden under 
foot by men as vile as the rabble 
in "Comus," that the genius of 
Milton took refuge in the great 
poem on which through years 
o f silence his imagination had 
still been brooding. 
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• 
On his return from his travels in Italy, Milton had s(>oken . 

of himself as musing on "a work not to be raised from the heat of 
,youth or the vapou'rs of wine, like that which flows at waste from 
the pcn of some vulgar amourist or the trencher fury of a rhyming 
parasite, nor to be obtained by the invocation of Dame Memory 
and her Si ren daughters; but by devout prayer to that Eternal 
Spirit who can enrich wi th all utterance and knowledge, a nd sends 
out His Seraphim, with the hallowed fire of His altar, to touch 
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and purify the lips of whom He pleases." I-J is lips were touched 
at last. In hi,,, q uiet retrea t he mused during these years o f 
persecution and loneliness on his great work. Seven years aftor 
the Restoration appeared the "Parad ise Lost," and four years 1667 

later the " Paradise Regained " and "Samson Agonistes," in the 
scvcre grandeur o f whose verse we sec the poet himsel f " fallen," 
like Samson, "on evil days and cvil tongues, with darkness and 
with danger compassed round." But great as the two last works 
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were, their greatness was eclipsed by that of their predecessor. 
The whole genius of Milton expres!;ed itself in the ., Paradise 
Lost ." The romance, the gorgeolls fancy, the darin'g imagination. 
which he shar(:d with the Elizabethan poets, the lar f but orde red 
beauty of form which he had drunk in from the literature;: of Greece 
and Rome, the sublimity of conception, the loftiness of phrase, 
which he owed to the Bible, blended in this st ry "of man's 
first disobedience, and the Cruit oC that forbidd n t ree, whose 
mortal taste brought death into the world and all our woc," It is 

1653 
~ 

,660 

lIIL1'OS'S 1I0USE AT CHAI .POST n, CII.\tjI, DUCKS. 

only when we review the stran gely mingled clements which make 
up the poem, that We' realize the genius which fused them into such 

\ a perCect whole T he meagre outline of the H ebrew legend is lost 
in the splendour and music o f Milton's verse. T he stern idealism 
of Geneva is clothed in the gorgeous robes of tbe Renascence. 
I f we miss something of the Cree play of Spenser's fancy, a nd yet 
more of the imaginative delight in thei r own creations which g ives 
so exquisite a life to the poet ry oC the early dramatists, we find in 
place of these the noblest example which our li terature a ffords 
of the ordered majesty of classic form. But i t is not with the 
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• --
literary value of the " Pa radise Lost" that we are here concerned. 
Its historic importance lies in this, that it is the Epic of Puritanism. 
Its scheme is the problem with which the Puritan wrestled in 

. hours of gloom and darkness, the problem of sin and redemption, 
of the world-wide struggle of evil against good. The intense moral 
concentration o f the Puritan had given an almost bodily shape to 
spiritual abstractions before Milton gave life a nd being tathe forms 
of Sin and Death. It was the Puritan tendency to mass into one 
vast" body of sin" the various forms of human evil, and by the 
very rorce of a passionate hatred to exaggerate their magnitude 
and their power, to which we owe the conception of Milton's Satan. 
The greatness of the Puritan aim in the long and wavering struggle 
fo r justice and law and a higher goOd ; the grandeur of character 
which the contest developed; the colossal forms of good and evil 
which moved over its stage ; the debates and conspiracies and 
battles which had been men's life for twenty years; the mighty 
eloquence and mightier ambition which the war had roused into 
being-al l left their mark on the" Paradise Lost." \Vhalever was 
highest and best in the Puritan temper spoke in the nobleness ~nd 
elevation o f the poem, in its purity of tone, in its grandeur of con
ception, in its ordered and equable real ization of a great purpose. 
Even in his boldest flights. 1\·t ilton is calm and master of himself. 
J-l is touch is a lways sure. Whether he pas!}Cs from H eaven to Hell, 
or from the council hall of Satan to the sweet conference of Adam 
and Eve, his tread is steady and unfaltering. But if the poem 
expresses the higher qualities of the Puritan tempe:, it expresses 
no less exact.ly its defects. Throughout it we feel almOit pain
ruBy a want o f the finer and subtler sympathies, of a large and 
genial humanity, o f a sense of spi ritual mystery. Dealing as" 

lUilton does with subjects the most awful and mysterious that poet 
ever chose, he is never troubled by the obstinate questionings of 
invisi ble things which haunted the imagination of Shakspere. We 
look in vain for any ./Eschylean background of the vast unknown . 
.. Man's disobedience" and the scheme for man's redemption arc 
laid down as clearly a nd with just as little m'ystcryas in a Puritan 
discourse. On topics such as thc!;C even God the Father (to 
borrow Pope's sneer) .. tums a school divine." As in his earlier 
poems he had ordered and arranged nature, so in the "Paradise 
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Lost " Milton orders anti ananges Heaven and Hell . His 
mightiest fi gures, Angel or Archangel, Satan or Belial , stand out 
colossal but distinct. There is j ust as little of th wide sympathy. 
with all that is human which is so loveable [n Chauce and Shaksperc . 
On the contrary the Puritan individuality is nowhere so overpower
ing as in Milton. He leaves the stamp o f himself deeply graven 
on all he cre.n es. We hear his voice in every line o f his poem. 
The cold severe conception of moral virtue which reigns throughout 
it, the intellectual way in which he paints an~ regards beauty (fo r 
the beauty of Eve is a beauty which no mortal man may love) 
arc J\'lilton's own. 'We feel his inmost temper in the stoical self
repression which g ives its dignity to his figurei. Adam utters no· 
cry of agony when he is d riven from Pa rad ise. Satan suffers 
in a defiant silence. It is to this intense sclf-conccotration that 
we must atlribute the strange deficiency of humour which Mihon 
shared with' the Puritans generally, and which here and there 
breaks the sublimity of his poem wi th strange slips into the 
grotesque. B\Lt it is above all to th is Puritan deficiency inhuman 
sympathy that we must attribute his wonderful want of dramatic 
genius. Of the power which creates a thousand different chal <Lc ter~, 

which endows each with its appropriate act and word, which' loses 
itself in its own creations, IlO great poet ever had les,," 

The poem of Milton was the epic of a fallen cause. The. 
broken hope, which had seen the Kingdom of the Saints pass like 
a dream away, spoke in its very name. ])arad ise was lost once 
more, when the New Model, which embodied t'he courage a nd the 
hope of, Puritanism, laid down its arms. 10 his progress to the 
capital Charles passed in review the soldiers assembled on Black
heath. Betrayed by their general , abandoned by their leaders, 
surrounded as they were by a nation in arms, t he g loomy si lence 
of thei r ranks awed even the careless King with a sense of danger. 
But none of the victories of the New Model were so-glorious as th~ 
victory which it won over itself. Quietly, and without a s truggle, 
as men who bowed to the inscrutable will of God, the farmers and 
traders who had dashed Rupert's chivalry to pieces on Naseby 
field, who had scattered at Worcester the "army of the aliens," 
and driven into helpless flight the sovereign that now came" to 
enjoy his own again," who had renewed beyond sea the glories of 
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Crtcy and Agin~ourt, had mastered the Parliament, had brought 
a King to justice and the block, had given laws to England, and 
held even Cromwell in awe, became farmers and traders again, and 
were known among thclr fellow-men by no other signs than their 
greater soberness and industry. And, with them, Puritanism laid 
down the sword. it ceased (rom the long attempt to build up a 
kingdom of God by force and violence, and fell back on its truer 
work of building up a kingdom of righteousness in the hcarts and 
consciences of men. J t was from the moment of its seeming fall 
lhat its real victory bega n. A s soon as the wild orgy . of the 
Restoration was over, men began to sec that nothing that was 
really worthy in the work of Puritanism had been undonc. The 
revels d Whitehall, the scepticism and deb.."\uchcry of courtier.\?,. 
lhe corruption of statesmen, left the mass of Englishmen what 
Pu ritanism had made them, serious, earnest, sober in li fe and 
conduct, firm in their love of Protestan tism and of freedom. I fl 
the Revolution of 1688 Puritanism did the work of civil liberty 
which it had failed to do in that of 1642. It wrought out through 
Wesley and the revival of the eighteenlh century thc wOI.k of 
religious reform which its carlier efforts had only thrown back for a 
Inllldred years. Slowly but steadily it introd uccd its own serious
ness and purity into I!:nglish society, English literature, English 
politics. The whole history of English progress since the Restora
tion, on its moral and spi ritual sides, has been the history of 
Puritanism. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE REVOLUTI ON 

Sr:ction I. _ England and the Revolution 
. I . 

[AtlfhQdtirs.- For tile socia. l change see Memoi rs of Pcp),s r.nd Evel)'n, the 
dramatic works ' of ~)V)'cherly and Etherq;e, and Lord l\Iaca,ular's "Es!§aY on 
the Dramatist! of Ihe Restor:uion;" For t11(~ earlier history of English Science 
see. H:i.ll;!on\'i s~clch ~ (" J. iter.lrr HisIOTr,": \·ol. iv.).; the histories of the Royal 
Socictr by Thom?~on or Wade; and $ir p: llrcw~lcr's biognphy of N~lI'ton . 
Sir W. Molesworth lias edited the work! of Hobbes.] 

THE entry oLCharles the Second into \\' hitehall marked a 
deep and iastiJlg .change in the temper of the English people. 

Alltl'ULLA, I)'" ANOINTING CRUS&, MADI~ fOIt TliK 
COIIONATION Of Clt AII I.1tS II. 

'With it modern Eng
land began. 'fhe. in
flu ences which had up 

to this time moulded 
our hi story, the theo
logical influence of the 
Reformation, the mon
archical influence of 
the' new kingship, the 

fcudal inft.uence of the 
Middle Ages, the yet 
earlier influence of 
tradition and custom, 
suddenly lost power 
over the minds of men. 
From the moment of 
the Restoration we find 
ourselves all at once 

among the great CU Hents of thought and activity which have gone 
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