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C HAP. IX THE REvOLUTION 

on widening and deepening from that time to this. The England 
around us becorpes our own ,England, an England whose chief 
forces arc industry a nd science, the love of popular freedom and of 
law, an England which presses steadily forward to a larger social 
justice and equality, and which tends more and more to bring 
every custom and tradition, religious, intellectual, and political, 
to the test of pure 
reason. Between mo­
dern thought, on some 
at least of its more im 
portant sides, and the 
thought of men before 
the Restoration there 
is a grcat g ulf fixed. 
A political thinker in 
the prcsent day would 
fi nd it equally hard 
to discuss any point 
of statesmanship with 
Lord Burleigh or with 
Oliver Cromwell. He 
would find no point of 
contact between their 
ideas of national life or 
national welfare, their 
COnCCjltion of govern­
ment or the ends o f 
government, thei r mode 
of regarding economical 
and social questions, 
and his own, But no 
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gulf of this sort parts us from the men who followed the Restora­
tion. From that time to this, whatever d ifferences there may have 
been as to practical conclusions drawn from them, there has been 
a substantial agreement as to the g rounds o f our political, our 
SOCial, our intellectual and religious lifc. Paley would have found 
no difficulty in understanding Tillotson: Newton and Sir Humphry 
Davy could have talked without a sense of severance. There 
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HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP. 

would have been nothing to hinder a perfectly clear discu ssion on 

governme nt or law between John l~kc and JereJ y Bentham. 
The change from the old England to the IlC \ is SO startHng 

that we are apt to look on it as a morc sudden change than it 

really was, and the ou ter aspect of the Restoration does much to 
strengthen this impression of suddenness. The a im of the Puritan 

had bocn to set up a 
visible Kingdom of God 
upon earth. )-Ie had 

wrought out his a im 

by reversing the policy. 
of the Stuarts and the 
Tudors. FrQm the t ime 

of H enry the Ei ghth to 
the time of Charles the 
First, the Chu rch had 
been looked upon prim­
a rily as an in stillment 
for securin g. by moral 

and relig ious influ~nces. 

the soc ial and political 
ends of the State. Un­
der the Commonwealth, 
the State. in its turn, 
was, regarded primarily 
as an instrument for 
securing through its 
political and social in-
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Church. In the Puritan 
theory, Englishmen were ., the Lord's people;" a people dedicated 

to Him by a solemn Covenant, and whose end as a nation was to 
carry out His will. For such an end it was needful that rulers, as 
well as people, should be "godly men." God lincs» became neces­
sarily the chief qualification for public employment. The new 

modelling of the army filled its ranks with" saints." Parliament 
re~lvcd to emplo), no man "but such as the House shall be satisfied 



THE ,REVOLUTION 

of his real godli ness." The Covenant which bound the nation to 
God bound it to enforce God's laws even more ea rnestly than its 
own. The Bible lay on the table of the House of Commons; and 
its prohibition of swea ring, of d runkenness, of fornication became 
part of the law of the land. Adultery was made felony without 
the benefit of clergy. Pictures whl')se subjects jarred with the new 
decorum were ordered to be burnt, and statues were chipped ruth­
lessly into decency. It was in 
the same temper that Puritan­
ism turned from public life to 
private. The Covenant bound 
not the whole nation on ly, but 
every individual memlxr of the 
nation, to "a jealous God," a 
God jealous of any supersti­
tion that robbed him of the 
worship which was excl usivel), 
his due, jealous of the dis­
t raction and frivolity which 
robbed him of the entire de-
votion of man to his se rvice. 
The want of poetry, of funcy, 
in the com mon Puritan tem­
per condemned half the popu­
la r observances of England as 
superstitions. It was super­
stitious to keep Christmas, or 
to deck the hOllsc with holly 
and ivy. It was superstitious 
to dance ronnd the village 
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May-pole. It was fla t I~opcry to eat a mince-pic. The rough 
sport, the mi rth and fun of "merry Eng land," were out of 
place in an England called with so great a calling. Bull-baiting, 
bear-bai ting, horse-racing, cock-fighting, the village revel, the 
dance under the May-pole, were put down with the same 
indiscriminating severity. The long struggle between the 
Puritans and the play-wrights ended in the closing of every 
theatre. 
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The Restoration brought Charles to Whitehall: and In an 
instant the whole face of England was changed. All that was 
noblest and best in l'uritanism was whirled away lvith its pettiness 
and its tyranny in the current of the nation's hate. Religion had 
been turned into a system of political and social oppression, and 
it fell with their fall. Godliness became a by-word of scorn; 
sobriety in dress, in speci:h, in manners was fl utcd ~s a mark 
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of the dele ted Puritanism. 
Butler j n hi! .. Hudibras" 

poured insult on the past with 
a pedantic buffoonery for 
which the general hatred, fa r 
more than its hum our,secured 
a hearing. Archbishop Shel­
don listened to the mock 
sermon of a Cavalier who 
held up the lluritan phrase 
and the Puritan twang to 

ridicule in his hall a t Lam­
beth. Duelling and rakmg 
became the marks of 'a fine 
gentleman ; 'Lnd grave divines 
winked at the follies of 

" honest fellows," who fou g!1t, 
gambled, ~\\'ore, drank, and 
ended a day of debauchery 
by a night in the gutter" Life 
among men of fashion vibrated 
between frivolity and excess. 

One of the comedies of the 
time tells the courtier that" he must dress well, dance weil, fence 
well, have a talent for love-letters, all agreeable voice, be amorous 

and discreet-but not too constant" To graces such as these the 
rakes of the Restoration added a shamelessness and a brutality 
which passes belief. Lord Rochester was a fashionable poet, and 
the titles of some of his poems a re such as no pen of our day could 
copy. Sir Charles Sedley was a fashionable wit, and the foulness 
of his words made even the porters of Covent Garden pelt him 
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T HE REVOL UTlON 

from the balcony when he ventured to add ress them. The Duke 
of Buckingham is a fair type of the ti me, and the most charac­
teristic event in the Duke's li fe was a duel in which he consum­
mated his sc.:duction of Lady S hrewsbu ry by ki ll ing he r husband, 
whi le the Countess in disguise as a page held his horse for him 
and looked on at the murder. Vicious as the stage was, it on ly 
reflected the genera l vice of the ti me. T he Comedy qf the 
Restoration borrowed every­
thing from the Comedy of 
France save the poetry, the 
delicacy, and good taste which 
veiled its grossness. Seduc­
tion, intrigue, bru tal ity, cynic­
ism, debauchery, found fitting 
expression in d ialogue of a 
stud jed and deliberate foul­
ness, which even its wit 
fail s to redee m from dis­
gust. Wycherly, the popula r 
play-wright of the t ime, re­
mains the most b ru.tal among 
all writers of the stage; a nd 
nothing gives so damning an 
impression of his day as the 
fac t that he found actors to 
repeat h is words a nd audio 
ences to applaud them. :Men 
such as Wycherly gave Milton 
models for the Belial of h is 
great poem, .. tha n whom 
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a spiri t more lewd fe ll lIot from H eaven, or more gross to 
love vice for itself." The d ra matist piques himself on the 
frankness and " plain dealing" which painted the world as he 
saw it, a world o f brawls and assignations, of orgies at Vaux­
hall, and fights wilh the watch, of lies and dOllblc-I!IIII!llIes, of 
knaves and d upes, of men who sold their daughters, and women 
who cheated their husbands. But the cynici!'<m of Wycherly 
was no greater than that of the mcn about h im ; and in mere 

s~ , 

ENGL"NII 
AND TNI! 
RMVOt.l'· 

T,OO< 



S~, 

Y.JfCOU" .. 
• 0I1n 'flO" 
Jh'....,~II. ,.,0 .. 
Th. 

EarLier 
Ch'ange 

H1STOR Y OJo~ Tim ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP. 

loVi: of what was vile, in contcm~t of virtue and disbelief in 

purity or honesty, the Kin!: himself .!Itoocl ahea of any of his 
subjects. 

J t is however' easy to exaggerate the extent f tbis reaction. 
So far as we can judge from the memoirs of the l ime, its morc 

violent forms were practically confined to the capital and the 

SATIIlI!. ON TUII P URITA NS. 

cour.. The mass of 
Englishmen were satis­
fied with getting b.."lck 
their May~polcs and 
mihcc-pics; and a large 
part of the people rc- ' 
mainccl Purit,ln in life' 
and belief, though they 
threw aside many of 
the ooter character­
istics of j>'lritanism. 

Nor was the:. revolu­
tion in feeling as sud­

den as it ~med. 

Even if the political 
strength of Pu ritan­
ism had remained un-
broken, its socia l in· 
fluence must soon have 
ceased. The young 
Englishmen who grew 
up in the midst of 
the dvil war kncw 
nothing of the hitter 
tyranny which gave its 
zeal and lire to the 

religion of their fathers. From the social and rcligious anarchy 

around them, from the endless controversies and discussions 
of the time, they drank in the spirit of scepticism, of doubt, 
of free inquiry. If religious enthusiasm had broken the spell of 
ecclesiastical tradition, its own extravagance broke the spell 
(Iof religious enthusiasm i and the new generation turned in 
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disgust to try forms of political government and spiritual belief 
by the cooler . and less fallible test of reason. The children 
evell of the leading Pu ritans stood aloof from Puritanism. The 
eldest of Cromwell's sons made small pretensions to religion. 
Cromwell himself in his later years felt bitterly that Puritan ism 
had missed its aim. He saw the country gent]effi!ln, alienated 
from it by the despotism it had brought jn its train, alienated 
perhaps even more by the appearance of a religious freedom 
for which he was unprepared, drift'ng into a love of the older 
Church that he har! once opposed . . Re saw the growth of a 
dogged resistance in the people . at large. The attempt to secure 
spi ritual results by material ft'lrce had failed , as it always fails. 
'It broke down before the ind ifference and rescm tmen t of the great 
mass of the people, of men who were neither la\"less nor enthu­
siasts, but who clung to the olde r traditions of social order, and 
who,.e humour 'and good sense revolted alike from the a rtificial 
conception of human life which Puritanism had fo rmed and from 
its effort to force such a conception on a people by law. I t broke 
down, too, before the corru ption of the Puritans themselves. It 
was impossible to' distinguish between the saint and the hypocrite 
as soon as god liness became profitable. Even amongst the really 
earnest Puritans prosperity disclos<::d a pride, a worldl iness, a 
selfish hardness which had been hidden in the hour of persecution. 
The lone of Cromwell's later speeches shows his consciousne::.s that 
the ground was sl ipping from under his feet. He nCI longer dwells 
on the dream of a Puritan England , of a nation risi ng as a whole 
inlo a people of God. He faUs back on the phrases of his youth, 
and the sa ints become again a "peculiar people," a remna nt, a 
rragmen.t among the nation at large. But the in Auences which 
were really foili ng Cromwell's aim, and fo rming be neath his eyes 
lhe new Englap9 f~om which he turned in despair, were influences 
whose pOwer he can hardly have recognized. Even... before the 
outburst of the Civil War a small group of theological Latitu­
dinarians had gathered round Lord Falkland at Great Tew. In 
the very year when the K ing's standard was set up at Nott ingham 
Hobbes published the first of his works on Government. T he last 
royalist had only just laid down hi s arms when the little company 
who were at a later time to be known as the Royal Society 
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CHAP. IX THE REVOLUTION 

gathered round 'Wilki ns at Oxford. It is in this group of scien tific 
observers that we catch the secret of the coming generation. 
From the vex'cd problems, political and religious, with which it 
had so long wrestled in vain, England turned at last to the 
physical world around it, to the observation o f its phenomena, 
to the discovery o f the laws which govern them. The pursuit 
or physical science became a passion; and its method of research, 
by observation, com parison, and experiment, transformed the older 

I';I..IAS AS liloIOI.B, v,sQ., W I NOSOll IIK IIA I.I) , AS O WI LUAU OUGOA LE, ESQ. , NORIIOV 
KI SG·OV_ARM S. 
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me~~ods. of in3u iry in matters without its pale. In rel ig ion, in 
politi CS, III the ;'studyof man and o f nature, not faith but reason, 
not tradition but inquiry, were to be the watchwords of the 
coming time. T he dead weight of the past was suddenly rolled 
away, and the new England hea rd at last a nd understood the 
caU of F ra ncis Bacon. 

Bacon had already called men with a trumpet-voice to such 
studies; but in England at least Bacon stood before his age, The 
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beginnings of physical scienc.e were more slow and t imid ther~ 

than in any cou ntry of Europe. Only two discoveries of any real 
value came from English research before the R storat-ion ; the 
first, Gilbert's discovery o f terrestrial magnetism. in the close of 
Elizabeth's reign j the next, the great discovery o f the circulation 
of the blood, which was taught by Harvey in the reign of J a mes. 
Apart from these illustrious names Engla nd took little share in the 
scientific movement of the continent ; and her lvbole energies 
seemed to be whirled into the vortex of theology and pol itics by 

WILLIAM HARVEY. 
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1645 the Civil War. But tbe war had not reached its end when a little 

\ 

group o f students were to be seen in wndon, men " inquisitive," 
says one of them, "into natural philosophy and other parts of 
human learnin g, and particularly of what hath been called the 
New Philosophy, ... which from the times of Galileo at Florence, 
and Sir Francis Bacon (Lord Verulam) in England, hath been much 
cultivated in Italy, France, Germany, and other parts abroad, 
as well as with us in England." The strife of the time indeed 
aided in directing the minds of men to natural inquiries. " T o 
bave been always tossing about some theological question," says 
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the first historian of the Royal SO::iety, Bishop Sprat, "would have 
been to have f1)aue that their private diversion, the excess of which 
they dislil..-ed in the public. To have been eternally musing on 
civil business and the distresses o f the country was too melancholy 
a reflection. It was uature'alone which could pleasantly entertain 

. nil. JOliN WILK[NS (1I[5110P 0 '" CIJ ... .s-T'I!:R). 
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them in that estate." Foremost in the group stood Doctors Wallis 1648 
and Wilkins, whose removal ' to Oxford, which had just been 
reorganil.ed by the Puritan Vi:>itors, divided the little company into 
two SOCieties. The Oxford society, which was the more important 
of the two, held its meetings at the lodgings of Dr. Wilkins, who 
had become Wardell of Wadh;,ull College, and auded to the names 
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of its members that of the em inent mathemat ician Dr. WOl rd, and 
that of the first of English c<:onomis~, Si r Willia m Petty. "Our 
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business," Wallis tells us, ., was (precluding matters (Jf theology and 
Stale affairs) to di!4C()urse. and consider of philosophical inquiries 
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and such as related - thereunto, as Physick, Anatomy, Geometry, 
Astronomy, Navigation , Statics, Magnetics, Chymicks, Mechanicks, 
and Natural Experiments: with the state of these studies, as then 
cultivated at home and abroad. We then discoursed of the cir­

culation of the bl9od, the valves in the 1'1:1/(8 lactem, the lymphatic 
vessels, the Copernica n hypothesis, the nature of comets and new 

JOHN .'1.AMSTY.IeO, . 'rlt§T ASTROSO)IFJI.ROVAr_ 
I'.,u.ll loy Gill,.", , .. t~. ,..' .... i." ttl '~e R"pi S«;~I,., 
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stars, the satellites o f Jupiter, the oval shape of Saturn, the spots 
in the sun and its turning on its own axis, the inequalities and 
sclenograph), of the moon, the several phases of Venus and 
Mercury, the improvement o f telescopes, the grinding of glasses 
for that purposc, the weight of air, the possibility or impossibility 
of vacuities, and Nature's abhorrence thereof, the Torricelliall cxpcri-
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CHAP. IX THJ~ REVOLUTION 

ment in quicksilvCl', the descent of heavy bod ies an~ the degree of 
a.ccelcration therein, a nd d ivers other things oflike nature." 

Thc other little company of inquirers, who remained in 
London, was at last br<;>ken up by the troubles of the Second 
Protectorate; but it W;J.S revived at the Restoration by the return 
to London of the morc cmi ucnt mcmbers of the Oxford group. 
Science suddenly became the fashion of the day. Charles was 

SIGNATURU OF CHAlH.1IS AS " OUNORR AND JAIoIP.S AS "'PoI.LOW 01' Tltl': ROVA I. socnrrv. 
1-' ... ", llu Clt.rl~ ... /t'" SHut)'. 

himsel f a f.'li r chymist. and took a keen interest in the problems of 
navigation. The Duke of Buckinghanl varied his freaks of riming, 
,drinki ng, and fiddling by fi ts of devotion to his laboratory. Poets 
like Dryden and Cowley, courtier:;; like Si r Robert..Murray and S ir 
Kenelm Digby, joined the scientific company to which in token of 
his sympathy with ir the King gave the ti t le of " The Royal 
Society," The curious glass toys called Prince Rupert 's drops 
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recall the scientific inquiries which, with the study of etching, 
amused the old .age of the great cavalry· leader of the Civil War. 
Wits and fops crowded to the meetings of the new Society. 
Statesmen like Lord Somers fclt honoured at being chosen its 
presidents. Its definite establishment marks the opening of a 
great age of scientific discovery in England. Almost every year 
of the half-century which followed saw some step made to a wider 

81Jl ISAAC ~JlWTON. 
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and truer knowledge. Ou r first national observatory rose at 
Greenwich, and modern -astronomy began with the long series 
of astronomical observations which immortalized the name of 
Flamsleed. His successor, Halley, undertook the investigation of 
the tides, of comet'!. and of terrestrial magnetism. H ooke im­
proved the microscope, and gave a fresh impulse to microscopical 
research. Boyle made the air-pump a means of advancing the 
iCience of pneumatics, and became the founder of experimental 
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chymistry. Wilkms poi nted forward to the science of philology in 
his scheme of a universal langlingc. Sydcn ham introdutcd a 
carefu l observation of nature anrl facts which changed the whole face 
of medicine. The physiologica l researches o f Willis first threw 
light upon the structure of the brain. VJoodward was the founder 
of mineralogy. In h is edition of Willoughby's" Ornithology," and 
in his own" H istory of Fishes," John Ray was the first to raise 
zqology to the rank of a science; and the firs t scientific classifica­
tion of ani mals was attempted in his" SYllopsis tof Quadrupeds." 

WOOI.STII Okl'1t IIOUSK, 1, INCOLSSflIlCl: (BIR'rItl'UCIl 01' SUt ISAAC I'o'IIW1'ON). 

Modern botany began with his" History of Plants," and the 
\ researches of an Oxford professor, Robert Morrison; while Grew 

divided with Malpigh i the credit of founding the study of vegetable 
physiology. But g reat as some of these names undoubtedly are, 
they are lost in the lustre of Isaac Newton. Newton was born at 
Wooisthorpc in Lincolnshire, on Ch ristmas-day, in the memorable 
year which saw the outbreak of the Civil 'War. In the year of the 
Restoration he entered Cambridge, where the teaching of Isaac 
Banow quickened his geni us for mathematics, and where the 
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" -----------"----~--
method of Descart es had superseded the older modes of study. 
From the close of his Cambridge career hi s life became a serie!i of 
great physica l 'discoveries. At twenty-three he facilitated the 
calcu\atitln of pla netary , movement!'! by his theorr of Fluxions. 
The optical discoveries to which he was led by his expcriment<; 
with the prism, and which he partly disclosed in the lectures which 
he delivered as Mathematica l Profes90r at Cambridge, were em-

CAST 0,. Til .. lIt:AD 0' 511 ISAAC NI!WTOII 
fit IN ...... "" ./ I., R",.I S-'''<I;. 

bodied in the theory of light which he laid before the Roya.l 
Society on becoming a Fellow of it. His discovery o f the law of 
gr;witation had !Y.x:n made as early as ,6(i6; but the erroneous 
estimate which wa~ then generally received of the earth's diameter 
prev>!nted him frolT": disclosin g it for sixteen years; and it was not 
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till the el'e of the Revolution that the" Principia" revealed to the 1687 
World his new theory of the Universe. 
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It is impossi ble to do more than indicate, in such a summary 
as we have given, the wonderful activity of di rectly scientific 
thought which distingu ished the a~c of lhe Restorat ion . But the 
sc:eptical and experimental te-mper (.If mind whIch uhis act ivi ty dis­
closed was telling at the same time on every phase of the world 
around it. We see the attempt to brin g religious speculatiun into 

JOliN II" I-t'_~. 
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harmony with the concl usions of reason and experience in the 
hool of Latitud inarian theologians wh ich spran g (rom the g roup 
f thinkers that gathered on the eve or the Civil War round Lord 

Falkland at Great Tew. Whatever verdict history may pronounce 
on Falkland's pol itical career, his name mu st ever remain memor­
able in the history of religious thought. A new era in English 
theology began with the speculat ions of the men he gathered 
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round him. Their work was above all to deny the authority of 
tradition in matters 'of faith, as Bacon had denied it in matters of 
physical research; :md to asscrt in the o ne field as in the other the 
supremacy of reason as a test of truth. or the authority of the 
Church, its Fathcrs; andl its Councils, J ohn H ales, a canon of 
Windsor, and a fri cnd of Laud, said briefly" it is none." He d is-

CIULI .I NOWOIlTU. 

"'""" .... '''P~'J/·.Z ';> F. K7U. 

missed with contempt the accepted test of universality. "Uni. 
versality is such a proof of truth as truth itself is ashamcd o f. 
The most sin{,.tuiar and strongcst part of huma n authority is 
properly in the wise!:>'! and the most virtuous, and these, I trow, are 
not the most universal " W illiam Chillingworth, a man of larger 
if not keener mind, had been taught by an early convers ion to 
CathOlicism, and b}' a ' speedy return, the insecurity of any basis 
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for belief bLit that of private judgment. In his" Religion of Pro· 
testants" he set aside ecclesiastical tradition or Church Ruthority 
as grounds of faith in favour of tkie Bibk, but only of the Bible as . 
interpreted by the com mon reason of men. ererny Taylor, the 
most brilliant of English , preachers, a sufferer likc Chillingworth 

JI.II.IUoIV TAVI.OR. 
11",- .,. norr-~ ~ P. L.",6"I"Ii. 

on the royali st side during the troublc:>, and who was rewarded at 
the Restoration with the bishopnc of Down, limited even the 
authority of the Scripturcs themselves. Reason was the onc 
means which Taylor approved of in interpreting the Bible; but 
the certainty of the conclusions which reason drew [rom the Bible 
varied, as he hc\d, with the conditions of reason itself. In all but 

• 
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the simplest truths of natural religion" we arc not sure not to be 

deceived." The deduction of points of belief from thc words of 
the Scriptures was attended with all the uncertainty and liability 
to error which sprang from the infinite variety of human under­

standings, the difficulties which hinder the discovery of truth, and 
the influcnces which dived: the mind from accepting or rightly 
estimating it. It was plain to a mind like Chillingworth's that this 
denial of authority, this perception of the imperfection Qf reason in 

the discovery of absolute truth, struck as directly at the root of 
Protestant dogmatism as at the rool of Catholic infallibility. "1f 
Protestants are faulty in this ·matter [of claiming authority] it is 
for doing it too much and not too little. This presumptuous im­

posing of the senses of man upon the words .o f God, of the "Special 
senses of milll upon the general words of God, and laying them 
upon men's consciences together under the equal penalty of death 
and damnation, this vain conceit that we can speak of the things 

of God better than in the words of God, this deifying our own inter­
pretations <\lld tyrannous enforcing them upon others, this restrain­
ing of the word of God from that latitude and generality, and"'\:.he 
understandi ngs of men from that liberty wherein Christ aild His 
apostles left them~ is and hath been the only foundation of all the 
sch isms of the Church, and that which makes them immortal." In 
his " Liberty of Prophesying '! J en:my Taylor pleaded the cause of 
toleration with a weight of argument which barrlly required the 
triumph of the Independents and the shock of Nascby to drive 
it home. But thc freedom of conscicnce which the Independent 
founded on the personal communion of eac~ sou l with· God, the 
Latitudinarian founded on the weakness of authority and the 
imperfection of human reaSOIl. Taylor pleads even for the 

Anabaptist and the Romanist. H e only gives place to the action 
of the civil magistrate in "those religions whose principlcs destroy 
government" and "those religions-if thcre be any such-which 
teach illlifc." H ales open ly professed that he would quit the 
Ch urch to-morrow if it required him to believe that all that dis­

sented fr(.lm it must be damned. Chillingworth denounced perse­
CUtion in words of fire. "Take away this persecution, burning, 
cursing, damning o f men for not subscribing the words of men as 
the words o f God : require of Christians only to believe Christ and 
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51tC. I to call no man master but H im; let them leave claiming infal libility 
J::~CI.AIID 
"liD THII 
RlI.Vo~". 

T IO" 

1111! later 
latitudi. 
Narians 

that have no title to it, and let them that in their own words 
disclaim it, disclaim it also in thd r act ions. .. . Protestants arc 
inexcusable if they do offer violence to other en's consciences." 
F rom the denunciation o f intolerance the Lali d inarians passed 
easily to the dream of comprehension wh ich had haunted every 
nobler soul since the .. Utopia " of More. H ales based h is loyalty 
to the Ch urch of England on the fact that it was. the largest and , 
the most tolerant Church in Christendom. C:hill ingworth pointed 
out how many obstacles to comprehension were removed by such a 
simplification of belief as flowed from a rational theology. Li ke 
More, he asked for" such an o rdering of the pul)~ic service of God 
as that all who believe the Scri pture and live accord ing to it might 
without scruple or hypocrisy or protestation in any' part join 
in it." T aylor, like Chillingworth, rested his hope of union on 
the simplification o f belief. . H e saw a p robability of error in 
all the creeds a nd confessions adopted by Christian Churches. 
"Such bodies of confessions and articles," he said, " must do much 
hur.t." "He is rather the schismatic who makes un necessary and 
inconvenient impositions, than he who d isobeys them because he 
cannot do otherwise without violating his conscience." . The 
Apostles' (:reed in its literal meaning seemed to him the ·one term 
or Christian union which the Church had any right to impose. 
'~ith the Restoration the Latitudinarians came at once to the 
front. T hey .... ere soon distinguished from both Puritans a nd 
H igh Churchmen by their opposit ion to dogrpa, by their prefer· 
ence o f re!son to tradition whether o f the Bible or the Church, by 
their basing religion on a natural theology, by their aim ing at 
rightness of life rather than · at correctness of opinion, by their 
advocacy of to.leration and comprehension as the g rounds of 
Christian unity. Chillingworth and T aylor found successors in the 

\ 

restless good sense of Burnet, the enlightened piety of T illotson, 
and the calm philosophy of Bishop Hutler. Meanwhile the impulse 
which such men were giving to religious speculation was being 
given to political and social inq uiry by a mind o f fa r g reater keen · 
ness and power. 

Hobbes Bacon's favourite secretary was Thomas Hobbes. " He was 
bdoved by his Lordship," A ubrey tells us, " who was wont to have 
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him walk in his delicate groves, where he did meditate ; and wh~n 
a notion darted into his mind, M r. H obbes was presently to wnte 
it down. A nd his Lordship was wont to say that he did it better 
than anyone else about h im; for that man)' times when he read 
thei r notes he scarce under~tood what they writ, because they 
understood it not clearly themse!ves." The long life of Hobbes 
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Covers a memorable space in our history. He was born in the year 
of the victory over the Armada; he died, at the age of ninety-two. 
only nine years before the Revolution. His ability soon made 
itsel f felt, and in his earl ier days he was the secretary of Bacon, 
and the friend of Ben J onson and Lord H erbert of Cherbury. But 
it was not till the age of fift}r- four, when he withdrew to France Oli J6.42 
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the eve of the Great Rebellion, that his speculations were made 
known to the world in his treatise "De Cive." He joined the 
exiled Court at Paris, and became mathematical tutor to Charles 
the Second, whose love and regard for him seem to have been real 
to the em!. But his post was soon forfeited by the appearance of 
his" Leviathan" ; he was forbidden to approach the Court, and 
returned to England, where he seems to have acquiesced in the 
rule of Cromwell. The Restoration brought him a pension; but 
both his works were condemned by Parliament, and " Hobbism" 
became, ere he died, the popula r synonym fo r irreligion and 
immorali ty. Prejudice of this kind sounded oddly in the case of a 
writer who had I~id down, as the two thin gs necess..·uy to salvation, 
failh in Christ and obedience to. the law. -Qut the prejudice sprang 
from a true sense of the effect ,which tbe Hobbist philosophy 
must necessarily have on the current reli gion and the current 
notions of political and social morality. Hobbes was the first 
great English writer who dealt with the science of government 
from the g round , not of tradition, but of reason. I t was in his 
treatment of man in the stage of human development which he 
supposed to precede that of society that he came most roughly 
into conflict with the accepted beliefs. Men, in his theory, were 
by nature eyuul, and their only natural relation was a state of war. 
It was no innate virtue of man himself which created human 
society out of this chaos of warring strcngths. Hobbes in fact 
dcnied the existence of the more spiri tual sides qf man''i nature. 
H is hard and na rrow logic dissected every human cllstom alld 
desire, and reduced even the most sacred to demonstra'tions' of a 
prudent selfishness. Friendship was simply a sense of social 
utility to one- another. The so-called laws of nature, such as 
gratitude or the Jove of our neighbour, were in fact contrary to 
the natural passions of man, and powerless to restrain them. Nor 
had religion rescued man by the interposition of a Divine will. 
Nothing better illustrates the daring with which the new scepti­
cism wa!; to break through .the theological t raditions of the older 
World than the pitiless logic with which Hobbes assailed the very 
theory of revelation. "To say God hath spoken to man in a 
dream, is no more than to say man dreamed that God hath spoken 
to him." "To say one hath seen a vision , or heard a voice, is to 
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say he hath dreamed between sleeping and waking. " R eligion, in 
fact, was nothing morc than" toe fear of in visible powers;" and 
here, as in all other branches or huma n scicl ce, knowledge dealt 
with words and not with things. It was rna himself who for his 
own profit created society, by laying down c rtain of his n,atural 
rights and retaining only those of self·preservation. A Covcna nt 
between man and man originally created ' " that great Leviathan 

;:!I~ht:; ~;e:t:;:~:~:~~h ::d ~~::::~g:!l i;:a ~S t~l~ tn:~u;~::~:ira~\,~::~ 
protection and defence it was intended." The fiction of such an 
" original contract" has long been dismissed · from political 
speculation, but its effect at the time of its fi rst appeara nce was 
immensc. Its almost universal acceptance put a n cnd to ' the 
religious and patriarchal theories of society, on which Kingship 
had till now founded its claim of a Di vi ne right to authority which 
no subject might question: But if H obbes destroyed the old 
ground of royal despotism, he laid a new and ' a firmer onc. To 
create a society at all, he held that the whole body of t itc governed 
mu.st have resigned all rights save that o f self·preservation into the 
hands of a single ruler, who was the representative of .. II. S uch a 
ruler was absolute, for to make terms with him implied a man 
making terms with himself. The transfer of rights was i .. ; lienable, 
and a fter generations were as much bound by it as the generat ion 
which made the transfer. As the head of the whole body, the ruler 
judged ever.y q,uestion, sett!ed the laws of civi l justice or injustice, 
or decided between religion a nd supcrstition~ H is was a Divine 
Right, atfd the only Divine Right, because in him were absorbed 
all the rights of each of his subjects. It was not in any constitu· 
tional check that Hobbes . looked for the prevention of tyranny, 
but in the com mon education and enligbtenment as to their real 
end and the best mode of reaching it on tbe part of botb subjects 
and J>"rince. And the real end o f both was the weal of thc 
Commonwealth at large. It was in laying boldly down tbis end of 
government, as well as in the basis of contra~t on which he made 
government repose, that Hobbes really influenced all later politics. 
Locke, the foremost political thinker o f the Restoration, derived 
political authori ty, li ke H obbes, from the consent of the governed, 
and adopted the common weal as the end of Government. But 

• 
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the practical temper of the time moulded the new theory into a 
form which contr:tsted strangely with that given to it by its fi rst 
inventor. T he political philosophy of Locke indeed was I!Ule 

JOliN I.OCIo:K. 
Fnm Go " ~rlN'& ~"¥"1Ji"r ~/" ";~I .. ,.., ~)' Sl ,. G.J/..", Ku"~ .... 

rnorc than a fonnal statement of the conclusions which the bulk of 
Englishmen had drawn from the great struggle of the Civil War. 
In his -theory the people remain passively in possession of the 
pOwer which they have delegated to the Prince, ;md have the 
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right to withdraw it if it be used for purposes inconsistent with the 
end which society was formed to promote. To the origin of all 
power in the people, and tbe end .of all power for the people's 
good-the two great doctnllcs of IIobbes-Lockc added the 
right of resistance, responsibility of princes to their subjects 
for a duc execution of their trust, and the supremacy o f legislative 
assemblies as the voice of the people ilsCl f. H was in this 
modified ;'I nd enlarged form that thc new politica l ph1losophy 
found general accep tance after the RevolutiQn oCi 1688. 

-, 

A {lAMP. O P - TP.!,(IUS, 
C_.h,8, "0.10,. H.'''''U". I'ifl" . ... J;_r1iu. K"il;". '~590 

' ,-

• • 

, , 

" 



T H E REVOLUTlON 

• 

1101'S' SI'OWTS. 
c .. _ .. · .... .. Oroi, u .. , ... Ii.", /'i<1"'6," Ii"rti'" .,IiI,.",., ,6W-

Section II.-The Restoration , 1660- 1667 

(AUfllol·ifi<'J. -C1:uendon's det ailed account of his own ministry in his 
"Life," Dishop Kennel's" Kegister," and Burnet's lively" History of my own 
Times," ate our principal sources or in(onntHion. We may add rragments of 
the autobiogr:: phy of James the Second pre~eTl'ed in MaLph ..... son·s "Original 
Papcrs ,. (of very ,'arions degrees of "alue). For the relations of the Church 
and the Dissenters, see Neal's" H istory of the Puritans," Cal;my's" Memoir:; 
of the Ejected Ministers.,' Mr. Di~nn's " Life of William Penn,n Baxters 
"Autobiography," and Uunyan's account of his sufferings in his varidu, works. 
The social ilistory of the l ime is admirably given by Pepfs in his" Memoirs." 
Throughout the whole reign of Charles the Second, the "Constitutional 
History " of Mr. 1I:tllam is singularly judicious and full in its information.] 
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When Charles the Second entered Whitehall, the work of the 
Long Parliament seemed undone. Not only was the Monarchy 
restOred, bllt it was restored, in spite of the efforts of Sir lt1atthew 
Hale, without written restriction or condition on the part of the 

pcopie, thoug h with im plied conditions on the part of Charles 
himself; and of the t wo great influences which had bitbcrto 

scrvcd as checks on i.ts power, the nrst, that o{ '?ur\tan\sm, "ad 
become hateful to the nation at large, while the second, the 
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tradition or constitutional 
liberty, was discredited by 

the issue of the Civil 
War. ut amidst all the 
tumult of demol\strath'e 
loyalty the great "revo­
lution of the seventeenth 

centu ry

l
" as it has justly 

been st ' lcd , wcnt stead ily 
on. The supreme powcr 
was g radually trans rerred 
from the Crown to the 

I 
H ouse of Commons. Step 
by step, Parliament drew 
nearer to a sol ution of the 
political problem which had 
so long roiled its e lTorts, the 

problem how to make its 
will the law of aoministra­
tive action without itself 
undertaking the task of 
administration. I t is only 

by carefully fixing ou r eyes 
on this transfer of power, 

and by noting the succes­
sive steps towards itg rcali­
zation;that we can u:lder­
stand the com plex history 
of the Restoration and the 
Revolution 

The first acts of the 
new Government showed a 

sense that, loyal as was 
the temper or the nation, 
its loyalty was by no 
means the blind devotion 
of the Cava lier. The chier 

part in the R estoration had 
in fact been played by 
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the Presbytcria.~s; and the 
Presbyterians were still 

. powerful from their almost 
exclusive possession of the 
magistracy and all local 
authority. The first millis­
try whieh Charles ventured 
to form bore o n it the 
marks of a compromise 
between this powerful party 
and their old opponents. 
Its most inAuential member 
indeed was Sir Edward 
Hyde, the advise!" of the 
King during his exile, 
who soon became E.,.rl 
of Clarendon and Lord 
Chancellor. Lord South­
ampton , a steady royalist , 
accepted the post of 
Lortl T reaSlll"er; and the 

·devotion of Ormond was 
rewarded with a duke­
dom and the dignity. o f 
Lord Steward. But the 
purely Parli;unentary in­
terest was represented by 
Monk, who remained Lord 
Genera l of the army with 
the title of Duke of Albe­
marie; and though the 
King's brother, J ames, Duke 
of York, was made Lord 
Admiral, the administra­
tion of the fleet was vir­
tually in the ha nds of 
One of Crom ..... ci l's fol­
lowers, Montagu, the new 
Earl of Sandwich. An 
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old Puritan, Lord Say a nd Sele, was made Lord Privy Seal. 
Sir Ashley Cooper, a leading member of the same par ty, was 
rewarded for his activity in bringing about the Restoration first 

by a Privy Councillorship, and soon after l by a barony and 
the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer. Of the two Secre­
taries of State, the one, Nicholas, was a devoted royalist; 

the other, Morice, was a steady Presbyterian. Of the thirty 

members of the Privy Counci l, tweh'e hOI. 

the King. 

rne arms against 

It was clear that such a ministry was hardly likely to lend 
itself to a mere policy of reaction, -and the temper of the 
new Government therefore fell fairly in with the temper of ,the 

Convention when that body, after declaring itself a Parliament, 
proceeded to consider the measures which were requisite for a 

settlement of the nation. The Convention had been chosen unJer 
the ordinances which exchided royalist " Malignants" from the 
right of voting; and the bulk of its members were men of Presby­
terian sympathies, loyalist to the core, but as averse to ,despotism 

as the Long Parliament itself. I n its earlier days a mem1Jcr who 
asserted that those who had fought against the Kin e: were as guilty 
as those who cut off his head was sternly 'rebuked from tl)e Chair. 
The first measure which was undertaken by the H ouse, the Bill of 

J ndemnity and Oblivion for all offences committed during the 
recent trouble!;, showed at once. the moderate character of the 
Commons. 11\ the punishment of the Regicides indeed, a Presby· 

terian might well be as zealous as a Cav'l'lier. In spite of a 
Proclama'-io n he had issued in the first clays of his return, in which 
mercy was vi rtually promised to all the judges of the late King 

who surrendered themselves' to justice, Charles pressed for revenge 
on those whom he regarded as h is fathe r's murderers, and t~.e 

Lords. went hotl}, with the I King. It is to the credit of the 

Commons that they steadily resis ted the cry for blood. By the 
original provisions of the Bill o( Oblivion and Indemnity only 
seven of the living regicides were excluded fro m pardon; and 
though the rise of royal ist fervour during the three months in 
which the bill was under discussion fo rced the I-louse in the end to 
leave almost all to the eou rse of justice, the requirement of a 

special Act of Parl iament for the execution of those who had 
:::urrendered under the Proclamation protected the lives of most 
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of them. Twenty-eight of the King's judges were in the end 
arraigned at the bar of a court specially convened for their trial, 
but only thir~ecn were executed, and only one of these, Gene ral 
Harrison, had played any conspicuous part in the rebellion. 
Twenty others, who had been prominent in what were now called 
"the troubles" of the past twenty years, were declared incapable 

51'AlIl .V.! AT MAIlI' I. r. IIAU .. CU ES lIlIle. 

II .. Ul by 111" ll",~"""w bmil)', '669-
E",_"~~. "Eu' Ck.IIi .... " 

of holding office under the State: and by an unjustifiable clause 
which was introduced into the Act before its final adoption, Sir 
Harry Vane and General Lambert, though they had taken no part 
in the King's death, were specially exempted from the general 
pardon. In dcalmg with the questions or pwperty which arose 
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from the connscations and transfcrs of cstates during the Civil 
Wars the Convention m<:t with g reater difficulties. No opposition 
was made to the resumption of all· Crown-lands by the State, but 
the Convention desi red to protect the rights 0 those who had 
purchased Church property, and of those wh were in actual 
possession of private estates which had been confiscated by the 

Long Parliament, 
or by the Govern­
rAent which suc­

ceeded it. The 
bills however 

which they pre­
pared for this pur: 
pose were delayed 
by the artifices of 

llyde; and at the 
close of the ses­
s ion the bishops 
and the cvirted 
royalists quietly 
re-entered into the 

occupation o f their 
old possessions. 
The royalists in­
deed were far 
from being satis­
fied with this sum­
mary confiscation. 

A lIISIIOr, T/ltUI 01' CIIAlLa II. Fincs and scques-
Aft,,. w. 11#"". tnations had im-

poverished all the 
\ steady adherents of the royal causc, and had driven many of 

them to forced sales of their estates; and a demand was made 
for compensation for their losses a nd the cancelling of these 
sales. \Vithout such provisions, said the frem:ied Cavaliers, 
the bill would be ,; a Hill of Indemnity for the King's enemies, 

and of Oblivion for his friends." But here the Convention 
stood firm. All transfers of property by sale were recognized 



THE REVOLUTION 

as valid , ' and all claims of compensation for losses by sequcs· 
lration were bar~ed by the Act. From the settlement of the 

. nation the Con,vention passed to the settlement of the relations 
bct\\'ecn the nation and the Crown. So far was the constitutiona l 
work of the Long Parliament from being undone, that its more 
importa nt measures were silently accepted as the base of futu re 
govcrn ment. Not 
a voice demanded 
the restoration of 
the Star Chamber, 
or of monopol ies, 
or of the Court 
of 1-1 igh Commis· 
sion ; no olle dis­
puted the justice 
of the condemna· 
tion of Sh ip. 
mone}" or the as­
sertion of the sole 
right of Parliament 
to grant supplies 
to the Crown, 
The 1\1 ilitia, in· 
deed, was placed 
in the K ing's 
hands ; but the 
anny was dis­
bandcll, though 
Charles was per· 
mitted to keep a 
few rcgimcnt~ for 

A J UOGI(, 1un: 01' CUARU;S II. 
Aftu W. 'h,II.,.. 

his guard. The revenue w' fixed at £, I ,200,0CX>; and this slim 
was granted to the King for life, a grant which might have 
been perilous for freedom had not the taxes provided to supply 
the Sum fallen constant ly below this estimate, while the current 
expenses of the Crown, even in time of peace, g reatly exceeded 
it. But even fOf this grant a heavy price was exacted. Though 
the fights of the Crown over lands held , as the bulk of E.nglish 
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estates were held , in military tellure, had ceaser! to be of any 
great pecuniary value, tiler WCIC indirectly a source of cOllsidcr­
able power. The righ t uf war(Jship and of marriage, above ' 
aJl, enabled the sovereign tc exercise a gallin p ressure on evcry 
landed proprietor in his social a nd domest ic concerns. Under 
Elizabeth, the ri~ht of wardship had been used to secure the 
education of all Catholic minors in the Protestant faith; and under 

James and his successor the cha rge of min ors \ had been g ranted 
to court favourites or sold in open market t9 the highest bidder. 
But the real value of lhese rights to the Crown lay in the political 
pressure which it was able to exert through them on the country 
gentry, A squ ire was natmally eager to buy the good will o f. a 
sovereign who might soon be the guardian of his daughter and the 
administrator of his estate, But the same motives which made 
the Crown cling to this prerogative made the Pa rliament anxiolOs 
to do away with it. Its efforts to bring this about under James 
the F irst had been foiled by the King's stubborn resistance j but 
the long interruption of these rights during the wars made their 
revival almost impossible at the Restoration. O ne of the first act's 
therefore of the Convention was to frcc the country gentry by 
abolishing the claims of the Crown to r~liefs and w,ardship, 
purveyance, and pre-emption, and by the conversion of lands 
held till then in chivalry into lands held in common !!ocage, 
tn lieu of his rights, Charles accepted a g rant of £ 100,000 
a year; a sum which it was origin,ally purposed to raise by 
a tax on the lands thus exempted from f~udal exactions; but 
which w'as provided for in the end, with less justice, by a 
general excise. 

Successful as the Conven'tion had been in effecting the sett le­
ment of J>oliticai matters, it failed in bringing about a settlement 
of the Church, In his proclamation from Breda Charles had 
promised to respect liberty o f conscience, and to assent to any Acts 
of Parliament which should be pre~ntcd to hi m for its security. 
The Convention was in the main Presbyterian; but it soon became 
plain that the continuance of a purely Presbyterian systelll was 
impossible. "The generality of the people," wrote S ha rp, a 
sh rewd Scotch observer, from London , "arc doti ng after l)rclacy 
and the Service Book." The Convention, howev~ r , still hoped for 
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some modified form of Episcopalian government which would 
enable the bulk of the I)uritan l-'arty to remain within the Chu rch. 
A large part of the exi sting c1efgy .. indeed, were Independents, 
and for these no compromise with EPiscopacy\ was possible: but 
the greater number were moderate Presbrtcrian~, who were ready 
.. for fear of worse " to submit to such a plan of Church govern­
ment as Archbishop Usher had proposed, a plan in which the 
bishop was only the president of a diocesan ' rd of presbyters, 

1I1T I. S OF BISII OP W"':N, .1660--1667. 
I', .. ~. C.tkrr, c ... Iwidp. 

and to accept the 
Liturgy with a 
few amcndments 
and thc omission 
of the " supersti­
tious practices." 
It was to a com­
promise of this 
kind that the 
King him s eH 
leanl at the be­
ginning; and a 
royal decl,aration 
which announced 
hi s ?pproval of 
the Puritan de­
mands was read 
at a conference of 
the two part!es, 
and with it a 
petition from the 
Indep endents 

praying for religious liberty. The King proposed to grant the 
prayer of the petition, not for the Independents only but for all 
Christians; but on the point of to:erating the Cath<.olics, Church­
men and Puritans were at one, and a bill which was introduced into 
the House of Commons by Sir Matthew Hale to turn the de­
claration into a Jaw was thrown out. A fresh conferencc was 
promised, but in the absence of any Parliamentary action the 
Episcopal party boldly availed themselves of their legal rights. 
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The ejccted clergy who still remained alive 
entered agairl into their parsonages, the 
bishops returned to their sees, and the 
dissolution of t he Convention Parliament 
dcstroyed the last hope of an ecclesias­
tical compromise. The tide of loyalty 
had in fact been rising fast during its 
session, and its influence was al ready seen 
in a shameful outrage wrought under the 
very orders of the Conve ntion itself. The 
bodies of Cromwell, Bradshaw, and Ireton 
were torn frO'll] their graves and hung on 
gibbets at Tyburn, while those o f Pym, 
and Blake were cast out of \¥estminster 
Abbey into St. Margarct's churchyard. 
But in thc elections for the new Parlia­
ment the zeal for Church and King swept 
all hope of moderation and compromise 
before it. "Malignity" had now ceased to 
be a crime, and voters long depri\'cd o f 
the suffrage, vicars, country gentlemen, 
farmcrs, with the whole body of the 
Catholics, rushed again to the pl)l1. The 
Presbyterians sank in the Cavalier Parlia­
ment to a handful of fifty members. The 
new House o f Commons was made up for 
the most part of young men, of men, that 
is, 'who had but a faint memory of the 
Stuart tyranny of their childhood, but who 
had a keen memory of living from man­
hood beneath the tyranny of the Com­
monwealth. Their very bearing was that 
of wild revolt against the Puritan past 
To a staid' observer, Roger l'epys, they 
sccmed a following of "the most pro­
fane, swea ring fellows that ever I heard 
In my life." The zeal of the Parliament 
at its outset, indeed, far outran that 
of Charles or his mi nisters. Though it 
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confirmed the other acts of the Convention, it could with difficulty 
be brought to confirm the Act of Indemnity. The Commons 
pressed for the prosecution of Va'1e. Vane was protected alike by 

the spirit of the law and by thc King's pled to the Convention 
that, even if convicted of treason, he would 11 t suffcr him to be 
brought to the block. But he was now brought to trial on the 
charge of treason against a King " kept out of his royal authority 
by traitors and rebels," and his spirited defence' rved as an excuse 
for his execution. "He is too dangerous a man to let live," 
Charles wrote with characteristic coolnes!!., "if we can safely put 
him out o f the way." But the new members were yet better 
churchmen than loyalists. A common suffe ring had thrown the 
squires and the Episcopalian clergy together, and for the first 
time si nce the Reformation the English gen try were ardcnt 
not for King only, but fo r Church and King. At the opening 
of their session the Commons ordered every member to receive 
the communion, and the Leaguc and Covenant to be solemnly 
burnt by the common hangman in Westmin ster Hall. The 
bill 'excl uding bishops from the House of Lords was repealed. 
The conference at the Savoy between the Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians broke up in anger, and the few alterations made 
in the Liturgy were made with a view to disgust rather than 
to conciliate the Puritan party. 

The temper of the new Parliament, however, was not a mere 
temper o f rev&ngc.-· Its wish was tl? restore the constitutional 
system which the civil war had violently-jntcrruptcd, and the 
royalists lVere led by the most active of thc constitutional 10),.lIists 
who had followed Falkland in 1042, Hyde, now Earl of Clarendon 
and Lord Chancellor. The' Parliament and the Church were in his 
conception essentia l parts of the system of English govern ment, 
through which the power of the Crown was to be exercised; and 
under his guidance Varliamcnt turned to the carrying out of the 
principle of uniform ity in Church as well as in S tate on which the 
minister was resolved. The chief obstacle to such a policy lay in 
the Presbyterians, and the strongholds o f this party were in the 
corporations of the boroughs, which practically returned the 
borough members. An attempt was made to d rive the Presby­
terians from municipal posts by a severe Corporation Act, which 
required a reccption of the Communion according to the rites of 

• 
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the Anglican Church, a renunciation of t he League and Covenant, 
and a declaration that it was unlawful on any g rounds to take np 
:trlns agains~ the King, before admission to mun icipal offices. A 

.:nWAU, IIvn,., ' .... Jtl . OF C ...... JtJtNOOX. 
F"", ... • rixi".1 ~~"r IT D",·iJ L"ZX"", 

more deadly blow was dealt at t he Puritans in the renewal of thc 
Act of Uni formity, Not only was the use of the .Prayer-book, and 
the Prayer-book only, enforced in all public worship, but an 
unfeigned consent and assent was demanded from every minister 
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of thc Church to all which was contained in it ; whilc, for thc first 
time since the Reformation, all orders savc those eonfen ed hy the 
hands of bishops wcre lcgo..ally di~l1oivcd. 

A~T"ONV Ill>II UtV coop.e.. 
F ... flu ,.h""l ", Si~ Prf.,. lJ~" flu J-tuli ... • / II .. ,,.,_1 E.d./ Slut/I, .... ,),. 

from corporations was cxactcd from the clergy, and a pledge was 
required that they would seck to make no change in Church or 
5t.lte. It was in vain that Ashlcy opposed the bill ficrcely in the 
Lord~, that the peers pleaded for pensions tn the ejected min isters 
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and for the exemption of schoolm~tcrs from the necessity of 
subscription, and that even Clarendon, who felt that the King's 
word was at 'stake, pressed for the insertion of clauses enabl ing 
the Crown to ' grant dispensations from its provisions. Every 
suggestion of comprom ise was rejected by the Com mons; and 
Charles at last asse'~ted to the bill, wh ile he promised to suspend 
its execution by the exercise of hie; prerogative. 

The Anglican Parliament however was resol ute · to enforce 
the law; and on St. Bartholomew's day, the last day allowed for 
compliance with its requirements, nearly two thousand rectors and 
vicars, or about a fifth of the English clergy. were dri\'en from 
their parishes as Nonconformists. No such sweeping alteration in 
the religious aspect of the Ch urch had ever been seen before. The 
changes o f the Reformation had been b,rought about 'with little 
change in the clergy itsel f. Even the severities of the High 
Com mission unde r Elizabeth endcd in the expulsion of a few 
hundreds. If Laud had gone zealously to work in emptying 
Puritan pulpits, his zcal had been to a' great extent foiled by the 
restrictions of the law and by the g rowth of Puritan sentiment 
in the clergy as a whole: A far wider change had been br.ought 
about by the Civil War; but the change had been gradual, and 
had ostensibly been wrought for the most part on political or moral 
rather than on relig ious grounds. The parsons expelled were 
expelled as "malignants" or as unfitted for their office by idleness 
or vice or inability to preach. Hut the change wrought by St. 
Bartholomew'.s day was a distinctly religious change, and it was a 
change which in its suddenness a nd completeness stOQ(i utterly 
alone. The rr.ctors and vicars who were dri\'cn out were the most 
learned and the most active of their order. The bulk of the great 
livings throughout the country were in their hands. They stood 
at the head of the London clergy, as the London clergy s tood in 
general repute at the heat! o f their class throughout England. 
They occupied the higher posts at the two Universities. No 
English divine, savc J eremy Taylor, rivalled Howe as a preacher. 
No par..on was so renowned a controversialist, or so indefatigable 
a paril>h priest, as Baxter. And behind these mcn stood a fifth 
of the whole body of the clergy, men whose zeal and labour had 
diffused throug-hout tIle country a greater appearance of piety and 
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religion than it had ever displayed before. But the expulsion of 
these men was (ar more to the Church of England than the loss of 
their individual services. I t was the definite e~pu ls ion of a great 
party which f~om the time of the Rdormation had played the 
most active <tnd popular part in the life of the Church. i t was 
the close of an eIYort which had been going on ever since 
Eli.~abcth's accession to bring the Engl ish Communion into closer 
relations with the ReformecJ Communions of the Cont inent, and 
in to !?reater harmony with the religious instincts of the nation at 
large. The Church of England stood from that moment iSQl{lted 
and aldne among all the Churches of the Christian world. The 
Reformation had severed it irretrievably from those which still 
clung to the obedience of the Pap<,l.cy. By i!s rejection of all but 
episcojlal orders, the Act of Uniformity severed it as irretrievably 
from the general body of the Protestant Churches, whether 
Lutheran or Reformed. And while thus cut off from all healthy 
religious communion with the world without, it sank into immo­
bility within. \Vith the ex pulsion of the Puritan clergy, all 
change, all efforts after reform, all nat ional development, suddenly 
stopped. From that time to this the Episcopal Church has been 
unable to meet the varying spiritual needs of its adherents by an 
modification of its government or its worship. I t stands alone 
among all the religious bOd ies of 'Western Christendom in its 
failu re through two hundred years to devise a sinele new rvice of 
prayer or of praise. But if tQe issu(!S (of St. Barthololllew's Qa..y • 
have been harmful to the spiritual life of the English Chu rcp, they 
have been in the highest degree advantageous to th() cause of 
religious liberty. At the Restoration religious frC(!(\Qm seemed 
again to have been lost. Only the I ndependents and a few 
dcspisec! sects, such as the Q uakers, upheld the right of every 
man to worship God according to the bidding of his own 
conlOciencc. The bulk of the Puritan pa rty, with the Presbyterians 
at its head, was at one with its ()pponents in desiring a uniformity 
of worship .. if not -Qf' belief, thrQughout the land j and, had the two 
great parties Within the Church held together, their weight wou id 
have been almost irresisti blc. Fortunately the great severance 
of St. Bartholomcw's day drove out the l,>resbyterians from the 
Church to which they clung, and forced them into a general union 
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-
with sects which they had hated till then almost as bitterly as 
the bishops tliemselves. A common suffering soon blended the 
Nonconformi~ts into one. Persecution broke' down before the 
numbers, the wealth,and the po litical weight o f the new secta rians; 
and the Church , for the first time in its history, found itself 
confronted with an org-anised body o f Dissenters without its pale. 
The impossibility of crushing such a body as this wrested 

from English statesmen 
the first legal recognition 
of fn,edom of worship in 
the T oleration Act; their 
rapid g rowth in later times 
has by degrees stripped the 
Chu rch of almost a ll the t. 
excl usive privileges which 
it enjoyed as a religious 
body, and now threatens 
what remains of its official 
connexion with the State. 
With these remoter eonse-
quellces however we are 
not as yet concel'Oed. I t is 
enough to note here that with 
the ~ct of Ul)iformity and 
the expulsion o f the 11 uritan 
clergy a n~\Y clement in our 
reijgious and political his­
tory, the eleOlent of Dissent, 

A NONOONFOIlM IS1' MINllTIU:. 

T .... '/UI"~ "C"'·~I '/ t..Md,,"," ,6S8-,7Oa. 

the influence of the Nonconformist churches, comes first into play. 
The s.udden outbreak and violence of the persecution turned 

the disnppoin tmcnt of the Presbyterians into despair. Many were 
fOr retiring to Holland, others proposed flight to New England 
and the America n colonies. Charles however was a nxious to usc 
the stri fe between the two great bodies of Protestan ts so as to 
secure toleration for the Catholics, and revive at the same time hi s 
prerogative of dislxmsing with the execution o f laws; and fresh 
hopes of protection were raiseD by a royal proclamation, which 
expressed the l<ing's resolve to exempt from the penalties of the 
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Act, "those who, living peaceably, do not conrorm themselves 
thereunlo. through scru}Jle and tenderness or misguided conscience, 
but modestly and without. ,<>cand;U perrorm their devotions in their 
own way." A bill introduced' in 1663, in redem tion or a pledge in 
the declaration itself, gave ~harlcs lhe powor t dispense. not only 
wilh the provisions of lhc..Act or Unirormity, but with the penalties 
provided by-all Jaws which enrorced religious cQllrormity, or which 
imposed religiou..s tests. Btlt jr the Pre.<:byte ian leaders in the 
council had stooped to ae~pt tlie.. aid or the d claration, the bu lk 
9f ~b<1. DisSidents had no milld tp nave tbeir grievances used as a 
mC'.tns or procuring by a s ide wind t9leration rot Roman Catholics, 
or or building up again that dispensing po'yer \vhicl) the ciyil wars 
had thrown down. The Chu rchmen, too .... whose hatred ror the 
Dissidents had been embittered by .suspicions qr a secret league 
b<;twccn the Disl;idents and tbe Catholics in which the King was 
taking part, were resolute in oppositiotl. TJle Houses thcrerore 
struck simultaneously at ~th their opponents. They. rorced 
Charles by an dddrcss to wjlhdraw his pledge or tolerati<Jn. They 
then ~torted from him a proclamation ror the ba1'tishment or all 
Catholic pricst~ a.nd Tollowed this up by a Conventicle Act, which 
punished witll fine, imprisonment, and transportation on a third 
offence all persons who met rn greater number than five ' ror any 
religious worship save that or the Common Prayer; while return 
or escape rrom banishment was punished by death. The Five 
Mile Aer. a y~ar later, completed the code of persecution. By its 
provisions, every clergyman who had been dpven out by the Act 
or Ilni rotm ity was called on to s wear that he held it ur)lawru ~ 

under any pretext to take up arm!! against the King, and that he 
would at no time "endeavour ally ~a1tel"ation or governme,gt in 
Church and State." In case or rerusal, he was lorbjdd~n to go 
within five miles or any borough, or of any place where he had 
been wont to minister. As the main body or the Nonconrormists 
belonged to the ci ty and trading classes, the effect or this measure 
was to rob them or any religious teaching at all. A motion to 
impose the O<ith or the Five Mile Act on every person in the 
nation was rejected in the same sess ion by a majority or QIlly six. 
The sufferings .or the Nonconrormists indeed could hardly rail to 
tell on the sympathies of the people. The thirst for revenge, which 
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had been roused by'the violence of the Presbyterians in their hour 
of triumph, was satisfied by their humiliation in the hour of defeat. 

, QUAKF.I.S' MItETING IN TUK S .. \'KS"T,.ll.. ... TU CItSTUIt ... . 
S.linr.1 j;;.I, j...o.UJ' Io? Af, .. ftl L ......... . 

The sight of pious and lea rned clergymen driven from t hei r homes 
an d their flocks. of religious meetings broken up by the constables, 
of preachers sci: side by side with thieves and outcasts in the dock, 
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of gaols crammed with honest enthusiasts whose piety was their 
only crime, pleaded more eloquently for toleration than all the 
reasoning in the world. We ha ve · a clue to th~ extcnt of thc 
persecution from what we know to have been its effect on a single 
sect. The Quakers had excitcd alarm by their cxtra\·agances of 

IlICllAlI.1> IlAXTr.Il. 
",.",,"" ~ J. Nil,),. ;" £)~_ 11';1/;'_'1 La"'r;r, L-un. 

manncr, their refusal to bear arms or to take o..1.ths i an d a special 
Act was passed for their repression. They were OIlC of the 
smallest of the Nonconformist bodies, but more than four thou5.1.nd 
were soon in pri!>Oll, and o f these fi ve hundrcd werl' imprisoned in 
London alone. The King's Declaration of Indulgence, twelvc 
years later, set free twelvc hundred Quakers who had found their 
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way to the gaols. Of t he su fferings of the ex pelled clergy one of 
their own numlXr, Richard Baxter, has g iven us an account. 
" Many hundre(ls . o f them, with their wives and children , had 
neither house nor bread .... Thei r congregations had enough to 
do, besides a small maintenance, to help them out of prisons, or to 
maintain them there. T hough they were as fr u'ga l as possible lhey 
could hardly live ; some lived on little more than brown hrc.1d and 
water, many had but eight or ten pounds a yea r to maintai n a 
famil)', so that a piece o f fl esh has not come to one of theil' 
tables in six weeks' ti me; their allowance could scarce afford 
them bread a nd cheese. One went to plow six days and 
preached on the Lord's Day. Another was fo rced to cut tobacco 
for a liveli hood." Bu t poverty was the least. of their sufferings, 
They were jeered at by the playcr'i. 
They were hooted through t he streets 
by the mob. "Many of the ministers, 
being a fraid to lay down their ministry 
after they had been ordained to it, 
preached to such as would hear them in 
ficlds and private houses, till thcy were 
apprehcnded and ca.$t into gaols, where 
many of them perished." They were 
excommunicatc'd in the Bishops' Court, 

Fro,," .liS, ;. I~' Brill'" 
Itf • .r" .. , 

or fincd for non-attendancc at church; and a crowd of in­
formel'S grew up who madc a trade of detecting the meetine s 
they held at midnight. Alleyn, the authol' of the well-known 
"Alarm to the Unconverted," died at thirty-six from the su ffer­
ings he endured in Taunton Gaol. Vavasour Powell, the apostle 
of \Vales, spent the elcven years which followed the Restoration 
in prisons at S hrewsbury, Southsca, a nd Cardiff, till hc perished 
in the Fle<:t, John Bunyan was for twclve years a prisoner at 
Bedford. 

We have alread)' seen the atmosphere of excited fee ling in 
which the youth of Bunyan had been spent. From his childhood 
he heard heavcnly 'Ioices, and saw visions of heavcn; from his 
childhood , too, he had been wrestling with an O\'erpowering sense 
of sin, wllich sick ness a nd repeated escapes from death did much 
as he grcw up to deepen, But in spite of his self-reproaches his 
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life was a religious one; and the purity and sobriety of his youth 
was shown by his adml!;.Sion al seventeen into the ranks of the 
" New ModeL" Two years later tht war was over, and Bunyan 
though hardly twenty found himsel f married fa a godly" wife. as 
young and penniless as himself. So poor were th yo.ung couple 
that they eQuId scarce muster a spoon and a plate between them; 
and the poverty of their home deepened, perhaps, the gloom of the 

BUNVAN 'S ltI y.F.'rING·1I 01)SE, S01)TIIWAItK. 
DuMI ,687, 

"1.#tNI ... " 111." ... 11<. ~ 

\

young tinker's restlessness and religious depression. 1-1 is wife did 
what she could to comfort him, teaching him again to read and 
write, for he had forgotten his school learning, and reading with 
him in two little " godly" books which formed his library. But the 
darkness only gathered the thicker round his imaginative soul. " I 
walked," he tells us of this time, "to a neighbouring town; and 
sate down upon a settle in the s treet, and fell into n very deep 
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pause about the most fearful state my si n had brought me to; and 
after long musing J lifted up my head; but methought I saw as if 
the sun that shineth in the heavens did grudge to give me light; 
and as if the very stones in the street and tiles upon the houses did 
band themselves against me. Methought that the)' all combined 
together to bani~h me out of the world. J was abhorred of them, 
and wept to dwell among them, because I had sinned against the 
Saviour. Oh, how happy now was every creature ov<;.r J! for they 
stood fast and kept their station. Dut 1 was gonc and J05t." At 
last, after more than two years of this struggle, tbe darkness broke. 
Bunyan felt himsel f " converted," and freed from the burthcn of 
his sin. He joined a n"ptist chureh at Bedford, and a few years 
later he became famous as a preacher. As he held no formal post 
of minister in .the congregation, his preachfng even under the 
Protectorate was illegal and" gave great offence," he tells us, "to 
the doctors and priests of thaLcpunty,r' but he persisted with little 
real molestation until the Restoration. Six months however after 
the King's return he was committed to ~cdford Gaol on a charge of 
prc.1.ching in unlicensed cOI1\'enticles ; and his refusal to promise to 
abstain from preaching kept him there twelve years. The gaol 
was crowded with prisoners like himself, and amongst them he 
continued his min istry, supporting himself by making tAgged 
thread laces, and finding some comfort in the Bible, the" Book of 
Martyrs," and the writing materials which he was suffered tef have 
with him in his prison. But he was in the prime of h(I;:, his age 
was thirty-two when he was imprisoned; and the inactivity and 
scverance from his wife and little children was harq to bear. 
"The parting with my wife and poor child ren," he snys in words 
or simple pathos, l( hnth often been to me in this place as the 
pulling of the flesh from the bones, and that not only because , 
am somewhat too fond of those great mercies, but also because 
I should have often brought to my mind the many hardships, 
miseries, and wants that my poor family was like to mcct with 
should I be taken from them, especially m)' poor blind child, who 
101)' nearcr to m)' I;leart than all besides. Oh, the thoughts of the 
hardships I thou~ht my poor blind one might go under would 
break my heart to pieces. f Poor child,' thought I, f what sorrow 
art thou like to have for thy portion il\ this world! Thou must be 
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ocaten, must beg, suffer hunger, cold, nakedness, Ollld a thousand 

calamities, thou'gh 1 cannot now endure the wind should blow 
upon thee.''' , But suffering could not break his purpose, and 

Bunyan found compensation for the narrow bounds o f his prison 

in the wonderful 
activity of his pcn. 

Tracts, controver­
s ial t r eatises, 
poems, medita­

tions, his "Grace 
Abounding," and 
his" Holy City," 

followed each 
other in quick suc­

cession. It was in 
his gaol that he 

wrote the first and 
greatest part of 
his ., Pilg rim's Pro­

grc$s." I ts publi­
cat ion was the 
earliest result uf 

his deliverance at 
the Declaration of 
Indulgence, and 

the p o pUlarity 

which it enjoyed 
from the first 
proves tha lthe re­
ligious sympathies 

of lhe English 
people were still 
mainl}, l'uritan. 

IIUN\· ... :s'S 1JlliE.Ut. 

Be fore Bu nyan's death in 1688 ten editions of the " Pilg rim's 

Progress" had already been sold ; and though even Cowper 
hardly dared to q uote it a century later for fear of moving a 

sm ile in the polite world about him its favour among the middle 
classes and the poor has grown steadily from its author's day 
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to our own. It is now the most popular and the most widely 
known of all Engli;;h books. I II Ilone do we sec more clearly the 
new imaginative forer.: which had been given to the common 
life of Englishmen by their study of the Bible. h English is the 
simplest Md the homel iest Eng lish which has ever been used by 
any great English writer; but it is the Engl ish of the Bible. The 
images of the " Pilgrim's Progress" are the images of prophet and 
evangelist; it borrows for its tenderer outbursts the very verse of 
the Song. of Songs, and pictures the H eavenly City in the words of 
the Apocalypse. But SO completely has .the Bible become 
Bunyan's life that one feels its phrases as the natural expression 
of his thoughts. H e has lived in the Bible till it'i word s have 
become his own. He has lived among its vis ions and voiccs of 
heaven ti ll all sensc of possible unreality has died away. He tells 
his tale with such <). perfect naturalness that allegories become 
Eving things, that the S lough o f B espond and Doubting Castle are 
as real to us as places we see every day, that we know l\h. Legality 
and Mr. \Vorldl}, Wisema n as if we had met them in the street. 
It is in this amazing reality of impersonation that Bunyan's imagin ­
ative genius special1)' displays itself. But this is far from being his 
only excellence. In its:range, in its directness,')n its si mple grace, in 
the ease with which it changes from livel), dialogue to dramatic 
action, from simple pathos to passionate .earnestness, in the sul)t.le 
and del ica te fancy which often suffusC;S its childlike words, in its play­
ful humour, its . qold character-painting, in the even and balanced 
power which 1l.1.SSCS without effort from the Val1e~of the Shadow 
of Death k) the land "where the Shining Ones commonly walked, 

. because it was on the borders of heavcn," in its !'iunn)' kindlincss 
...... unbroken by one bitter wO,rd, the" Pilgrim's Progress" is among 

the noblest of English poems. For if Puritanism bad first dis­
covered the poetry which contact with the spiritual world awakes 

Vn the me~nest soul, Bunyan was the firs t ~f the Puritans. \\:ho 
revealed thiS poetry to the outer world. The Journey of Chflstlan 
from the City o f Destruction to the Heavenly City is s imply a 
record of tile life of such a Puritan as Bunyan himself, seen 
through an imaginative haze of spiritual idealism in which its 
commonest incidents are heightened and glorified . H e is himself 
the pilgri m who fli es from the City of Destruction, who climbs the 
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hill Difficulty, who faces Apollyon, who sees his loved ones cross 
the river of Dcatt{ towards the Heavenly City, and how, because 
.• the hill on whi<;h thc City was framed was highcr than the clouds, 
they therefore went up through the region of the air, sweetly 

talking as they went." 
The success, however, of the system of religious repression 

rested mainly on the maintenance of peace; and while Bunyan 

• 
i:lAIYLONIAS nose FOUSD IN KNICUTJr.IDItI. STI.ItIIT, LONDON. 

Briti.1t AI"u",.,. 

• 

was lying in Bedford Gaol, and the Church was r:arrying on its 
bilter perscclltion of the Nonconformists, England was plunging 
into a series of bitter humiliations and losses abroad. The old 
COmmercial jealous:1 &etwecn the Dutch and English, which had 

been lulled by a formal treaty in 1662, but whic)\ still lived 
on in petty squabbles at sea, was embittered by the cession of 
Bombay-a port w)lich gave England an entry into the profitable 
trade with India-and by the establishment of a West I ndian 
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Company in London which opened a traffic \\ ith the Gold Coast of 
Africa. The quarrel was fa nnC'd into a war. Parliament vuted a 

\ STItRN or THK "ROYAL CIIAltt.le5." 
run by 1M Dulch ill ,66,. 

".",. _ ~.-"I;" ,,., .. ,..u: .... . t A",,,,,,rI • •• 

large supply unanimously; and the King was won by hopes of the 
ruin of the Dutch Vrcsbytcrian and republican government, and by 
his resentment at the insults he had suffered from Holland in his 
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exile, The war at sea which followed was a war of g iants, An 
obstinate battl e orr Lowestoft ended ill a victory for the English 
flcct: but in an encounter the next year with De Ruyter off the 
1\'OI th Forela nd' .h1onk and his fl eet after two days' fight ing were 

only saved from destruction by the arrival of Prince Rupert. The 
dogged admiral renewed the fi ght, but the combat agai n ended in 
Dc Ruyter's favour and the English took refuge in the Thames, 

I'uu:rs (.II' ).IO:-.'K ANti IlUYTEIl IN TilE CH ANNEL, 1666,· 

P"'.II""'/~"rd "I A""UnI.,.., , 6G6. 

Thei r fl cct was indeed ruineu, but the losses of the enemy had been 
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hardly less, "English sailors may be killed," said De Witt, " but 1666 

they cannot be conq:Jercd ;" and the saying was as true of one side 
as the other. A thi :d battle, as hard · fought as its predecessors, 
ended ill the triumph of the English, and their fl eet sai led along 
the coast of Holland, buming sh ips and towns, But Holland was 
as unconquerable as En gland herself, and the Dutch Heet was 

SOOn again refitted and was joined in the Channel by the French, 
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Site, II Meanwhile, calamity at home was added to the sufferings of the 
Til" war, In the preceding year a hundred thousand Londonef5 had 

}/,I<$TOIVo' .". ,660 ., ,66, This i ... Civel1Qtico, I hat HI'lI!ajefly hath dec ared hi< porni"" 
rtCehnien not to IN"I any mere af[rr the rod of tlii' pre(enc April 
unril Mi;hMlmAI nat: And cbi§ is publiflied [0 threlld rhat·aU 
.Pu(QnI: concemcd. mllY uke nonce thereof, and notttcelve a dif.p-
pciillllll<iIr. \ 

LQntio1l, April 21. 
NOTICr.: IlF.LATISG TO Till!; I'LAGUE. 

"flu I~ulfip"<",, " A" ... ·' ". , ,66s. 

died jn six months of the Plag ue which broke out in the crowded 
streets of the capital; and the Plague was followed now by a fire, 
wh ich, beginning in the heart of. London, red uced the whole city to 

IJNFINISIIII.D TAI'ESTIlV SAVII:D FIlO)! TilE GII.II.AT !'11lE, 1666, IS A nOUSE IN 
Clllt.Ai'SII)P., 

G • .tldhll ",'",,,"', 

ashes from the Tower to the Temple, Thirteen thousand housc5 
and ninety churches were destroyed. The loss of merchandise 
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--
and property was beyond CQunt. The Treasury was empty, and 
neither ships nor fort s were manned when the Dutch fleet appeared 
al the Norc, ad.vanccd unopposed up the Thallies to Gravescnd, 

forced the boom which protected the Medway, burned three men-of 
war which lay anchored in the river, and withdrew on ly to sail 
proudly a long the coas t, the masters of the Channel. 

n UIINI NG (IV f. NCLlS II SIIII'S AT S IlItt: IINE5~. 166,. • 
CI1lllell'j9"'''7 D.lld. ,,."',1, i,. O";fi~J. "'''U'fI.l. 

VOl. III 
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