
CHAP. lX THE REVOLUTION 

of England and Holland succeeded in 1736 in restoring peace; 
but the country noted bitterly tha~ peace was bought by the 
triumph of both branches of the House of Bourbon. A new 
Bourbon monarchy was established at tlie cost of the House of 
Austria by the cession of the Two Sicilies to a Spanish Prince, in 
excha~ge for his right of succession to Parma and Tuscany. On 
the other hand, Lorraine passed finally into the hands of France. 
The birth of childr~n to Lewis the Fifteenth had settled all 
questions of succession in France, and no obstacle remained to 
hinder their family sympathies from uniting the Bourbon Courts 
in a common action. As early as 1733 Family Compact had 
been secretly concluded between France and Spain, the main 
object of which was the ruin of the maritime supremacy of 
Britain. Spain bound herself to deprive England gradually of its 
commercial privileges in her American dominions, and to transfer 
them to France. France in return engaged to support Spain at 
sea, and to aid her in the recovery of Gibraltar. The caution with 
which Walpole held aloof from the Polish war rendered this com­
pact inoperative for the time; but neither of the Bourbon courts 
ceased to look forward to its future execution. No sooner was 
the war ended than France strained every nerve to increase her 
fleet; while Spain steadily tightened the restrictions on British 
commerce with her American colonies. The trade with Spanish 
America, which, illegal as it was, had grown largely through . the 
conn ivance of Spanish port-officers during the long alliance of 
England and Spain in the wars against France, had at last re­
ceived a legal recognition in the Peace of Utrecht. It was indeed 
left under narrow restrictions; but these were evaded by a vast 
system of smuggling which rendered what remained of the Spanish 
monopoly all but valueless. The efforts of Philip however to 
bring down English intercourse with his colonies to the importa­
tion of negroes and the despatch of a single ship, as stipulated by 
the Treaty of Utrecht, brought about collisions which made it 
hard to keep the peace. Th~ ill-humour of the trading classes rose 
to madness in 1738 when a merchant captain named Jenkins 
told at the bar of the House of Commons the tale of his torture 
by the Spaniards, and produced an ear which, he sail!, Lht'y had 
cut off with taunts at the English king. It was in vain that 
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CHAP. IX THE REVOLUTION 

Walpole strove to do justice to both parties, and that he battled 
stubbornly against the cry for an unjust and impolitic war. The 
Emperor's death was now close at hand; and at .such a juncture it 
was of the highest importance that England should be free to 
avail herself of every means to guard the European settlement. 
But his efforts were in vain. His negotiations were foiled by the 
frenzy of the one country and the pride of the other. A t home his 
enemies assailetl him with a storm of abuse. Ballad-singers 
trolled out their rimes to the crowd on the " cur-dog of Bri tain and 
spaniel of Spain." His position 'had been weakened by the death 
of the Queen; and it was now weakened yet more by the open 
hostility of the Prince of Wales. His mastery of the IIouse of 
Commons too was no longer unquestioned. The Tories were 
slowly returning to Parliament. The numbers and the violence of 
the "Patriots " had grown with the open patronage of Prince 
Frederick. The country was slowly turning against him. W ith 
the cry for a commercial war the support of the trading class 
fai led him. But it was not till he stood utterly alone that 
Walpole gave way and that he consented in 1739 to a war again st 
Spain. 

" They may ring their bells now," the great minister said 
bitterly, as peals and bonfires welcomed his surrender; " but they 
wi ll soon be wringing their hands." His 
foresight was at once justified. No sooner 
had Admiral Vernon appeared off the coast 
of South America with an English fleet, and 
captured Porto Bello, than France formally 
declared that she would not consent to any 
English settlement on the mainland of 
South America, and despatched two squad­
rons to the West Indies. At this crisis the 

MEDAl. ON CAPTURE OF 
PORTO OE LLO, 1739. 

death of Charles the ixth forced on the European struggle which 
Walpole had dreaded. France saw her opportunity for fini hing 
the work which Henry the Second had begun of breaking up the 
Empire into a group of powers too weak to resist French 
aggression. While the new King of I russia, Frederick the econd, 
claimed Silesia, B varia claimed the Austrian Duchies, which 
passed with the other hereditary dominions, according to the 
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Pragmatic Sanction, to the Queen of HlJngary, Maria Theresa. In 
union therefore with Spain, which aimed at the annexation of the 
Nlilanese, France prumised her aid to Prussia and Bavaria; while 
Sweden and Sardinia allied themselves to France. In the summer 
of J 741 two French armies entered Germany, and the E lector of 
Bavaria appeared unopposed before Vienna. Never had the House 
of Austria stood in such peril. Its opponents counted on a 
division of its d"ominions. France claimed the Netherlands, Spain 
the Milanese, Bavaria the kingdom qf Bohemia, Frederick the 
Second Silesia. Hungary and the Duchy of Austria alone were 
left to Maria Theresa. Walpole, thou~h still true to her cause, 
advised her to purchase Frederick's aid against France and her 
allies by the cession of part of Silesia ; but the " Patriots" spurred 
her to refusal by promising her the aid of England. Walpole's 
last hope of rescuing Austria was broken , and Frederick was 
driven to conclude an alliance with France. But the Queen 
refused to despair. She won the support of Hungary by restorin g 
its constitutional rights; and British subsidies enabled her to 
march at the head of a Hungarian army to the rescue of Vienna, 
to o',crrun Bavaria, -and repulse an attack of I:. red erick on Moravia 
in the spring of 1742. On England's part, however, the war was 
waged feebly and ineffectively. Ad miral Vernon was beaten 
before 'Carthagena; and W alpole was charged wi th thwarting and 
starving the war. He still repelled the attacks of the "Patriots" 
with wonderful spirit; but in a new Parliament his majority 
dropped to sixteen, and in his own cabinet he became almost 
powerless. The buoyant temper which had carried him through 
so many storms broke down at last. " He who was asleep as soon 
as his head touched the pillow," writes h is son, " now never sleeps 
above an hour without waking : and he who at dinner always 
forg0t his own anxieties, and was more gay and thoughtless than 

all the company, now sits without speaking, and with his eyes 
fixed for an hour together." J;he end was in fact near; and in the 
opening of 1742 the dwindling of his majority to three forced 
Walpole to resign. 
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CHAPTER X 

MODER N ENGLAND 

Section I. - William Pitt, 1742- 1762 

[Autllorit£es.- Lord Stanhope and Horace Walpole, as before. Southey's 
biography, or the more elaborate life by Mr. Tyerman, gives an account of 
Wesley. for Pitt himself, the Chatham correspondence, his life by Thackeray, 
and Lord Macaulay's two essays on him. The Annual Register begins with 
1758; its earlier portion has been attributed to Burke. Carlyle's" Frederick 
the Great 'I gives a picturesque account of the Seven Years' War. For Clive, 
see the biography by Sir John Malcolm, and Lord Macaulay's essay.] 
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T HE fall of Walpol revealed a change in the temper of 
England which was to influence from that t ime to this its social 
and political history. New forces, new era ing , new aims, wh'rh 
had been silently gathering beneath the crust of inaction, began 
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Sll . I at last to tell on the national life. The stir showed itself markedly 
WILLIAM 

PITT 
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TO 
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in a religious revival which dates from the later years of Walpole's 
minIstry. Never had religion seemed at a lower ebb. The 
progress of free inquiry, the aversion from theological strife which 
had been left by the Civil Wars, the new political and material 
channels opened to human energy, had produced a general 
indifference to all questions of religious speculation or religious 
life. The Church, predominant as its influence '!;eemed at . the 

THE VICAR OF Tile PARISH RECEIVI/(G HIS 
TITHES. 

close of the Revolution, 
had sunk into politi­
cal insignificance. The 
uishops, who were now 
chosen exclusively from 
among the small num­
ber of Whig ecclesi­
astics, were left :poli­
tically powerless by 
the estrangement and 
hatred of their clergy; 
while the clergy them­
selves, drawn by their 
secret tendencies to 
Jacobitism, stood sulk­
ily apart from any 
active interference with 
public affairs. The 
prudence of the Whig 
statesmen aide, to 
maintain this ecclesi­

astical immobility. They were careful to avoid all that could 
rouse into life the slumbering forces of bigotry and fanaticism. 
When the Dis enters pressed for a repeal of the Test and 
Corporation Acts, iValpole openly avowed his dread of awaking 
the passions of religious hate by such a measure, and satisfied 
them by an annual act of indemnity for any breach of these penal 
statutes j while a suspension of the meetings of Convocation 
deprived the clergy of their natural centre of agitation and 
opposition. Nor was this political inaction compensated by any 
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religious activity. A large number of prelates were mere Whig 
partizans with no higher aim than that of promotion. The levees 
of the Ministers were crowded with lawn sleeves. A Welsh bishop 
avowed that he had seen his diocese but once, and habitually 
reside at the lakes of Westmoreland. The system of pluralities 
turned the wealthier and more learned of the priesthood into 
absentees, while the bulk of them were indolent, poor and without 
social considel"8.tion. A shrewd, if prejudiced, ob erver brands 
the English clergy of 
the day as the most 
lifeless in Europe, "the 
most remiss of their 
labours in private, and 
the least severe in 
thei r lives." There was 
a revolt against re­
ligion and against 
churches in both the 
ex tremes of English 
society. In the higher 
circles of society "every 
one laugh ," said Mon­
tesquieu on his visit 
to England, "if one 
talks of religion." Of 
the promint;!1t states­
men of the time the 

·greater part were un- EngrtlfJi"g, '793. "flu II. Sillgldoll . 

believers in any form 
of Christianity, and distinguished for the grossness and immor­
ality of their jives. Drunkenness and foul talk were thought 
no discredit to Walpole. A later prime minister, the Duke of 
Grafton, was in the habit of appearing with his mistress at the 
play. Purity and fidelity te> the marriage vow were sneered out of 
fashion; and Lord Che t.::rfield·, in his letters to his on, instructs 
him in the art of seduction as part of a polite education. At the 
other· end of the social scale lay the masses uf lh poor. They 
'were ignorant and brutal to a deg ee which it is hard to conceive, 
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SKC'. ) for the increa e of population which followed on the growth of 

W'i,':;~" towns and the developement of commerce had been met by no 
1742 effort for their religious or educational improvement. Not a new 

TO 
1762 parish had been created. chools there were none, save the 

grammar schools of Edward and Elizabeth, and some newly 

READING POOR-HOUSE. 

Buill '727. 
CoatIS, (f History 0/ Readillg'." 

established" circulating schools" in Wales, for religious education. 
The rural peasantry, who were fast being reduced to pauperism 
by the abuse of the poor-laws, were left without ~uch moral or 

religious training of any sort. "We saw but one Bible in the 

parish of Cheddar," said Hannah More at a far later time, " and 
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that was used to prop a flower-pot." Within the towns things 
w~re worse. There was no effective police; and in great outbreaks 

.the mob of London or Birmingham burnt houses, flung open 
prisons, and sacked and pillaged at their will. The criminal 
class gathered boldness and numbers in the face of ruthless laws 
which only testified to the terror of society, laws which made it a 

FROME SCHOOL (BUILT 1720) AND BRIDGE. 

DrawinG' in. Britislt Jlll/seulIl . 

capital crime to cut down a cherry tree, and which strung up 
twenty young thieves of a morning in front of Newgate; while the 
introduction of gin gave a new impetus to drunkenness. In the 
streets of London at one time gin-shops invited every passer-by to 
get drunk for a penny, or dead drunk for twopence. 
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In spite however of scenes such as this, England remained at ~h.e 
. . . . ••• ReligiOUS 

heart religIOUS. In the middle class the old PUritan spmt hved Revival 

,. 
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SI!C.l on unchanged, and it was from this class that a religious revival 
W' LL'A.' burst forth at the close of Walpole's administration, which changed 

PITT 

1742 after a time the whole tone of English society. The Church was' 
TO 

1762 restored to life and activity. Religion carried to the hearts of the 
people a fresh spirit of moral zeal, while it purified our literature 
and our manners. A new philanthropy reformed our prison I 

DEAN BERKELEY, illS Wlf'E, A ' j) FELLOW MI SS lONAR It:S. 

Piel,,," hy/. Smyhert, at Yale Coll'g', Rltod. Isl",,,t. 

infused clemency and wisdom into our penal laws, abolished the 
slave trade, and ga e the first impulse to popular education. The: 
revival began in a small knot of Oxford students, whose revolt 
against the religious deadness of their times showed itself in 
ascetic observances, an enthusiastic devotion, and a methodical 

TIlt regularity of life which gained them the nickname of " Methodists." 
Methodists Three figures detached themselves from the group as soon as, on 
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its tran sfer to London in 173S, it attracted public attention by the 
fervour and even extravagance of its piety ; and each found his 
sp ecial work in the task to whic~ the instinct' of the new move­
ment led it from the first, that of carrying religion and morality 
to the vast masses of population which lay concentrated in the 
towns, or a round the mines and collieries of Corn wall and the 
north. Whitefield, a servitor of Pembroke College, was above all 

GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 

Pic".,." by Nall,,,,,;e! fl.",. 

the preacher of the revival. Speech was governing English 
politics; and the religious power of speech was shown when a 
dread of "enthusiasm" cl9sed against the new apostles the pulpits 
of the Established Church, and forced them to preach in the 
fields. Their voice was soon heard in the wildest and most 
barbarous corners of the land, among the bleak moors of Northum­
berland, or in the dens of London, or in the long galleries where 
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in the pauses of his labour the Cornish miner listens to the sobbing 
of the sea. Whitefield's preaching was such as England had 
never heard before, theatrical, extravagant, ofte;l commonplace, but 
hushing all criticism by its intense reality, its earnestness of belief, 
its deep tremulous sympathy with the sin and sorrow of mankind. 
It was no common enthusiast who could wring gold from the 
close-fisted Franklin and admiration from the fastidious Horace 
Walpole, or who could look down from the top Of a green knoll 
at Kingswood on twenty thousand colliers, grimy from the Bristol 
coal-pits, and see as he preached the tears" making white channels 
down their blackened cheeks." On the rough and ignorant masses 
to whom they spoke the effect of Whitefield and his fellow 
Methodists wa~ mighty both for good and ill. Their preaching 
stirred a passionate hatred in their opponents. Their lives were 
often in danger, they were mobbed, they were ducked, they were 
stoned, they were smothered with filth. But the enthusias~ they 
aroused was equally passionate. Women feU down in convulsions; 
strong men were smitten suddenly to the earth; the preacher was 
interrupted by bursts of hysteric laughter or of hysteric sobbing. 
All the phenomena of strong spiritual excitement, so familiar now, 
but at that time strange and unknown, followed on their sermons; 
and the terrible sense of a conviction of sin; a new dread of hell, a 
new hope of heaven, took forms at once grotesque and sublime. 
Charles Wes ey, a Christ Church student, came to add sweetness 
to this sudden and startling light. He was the" sweet singer" of 
the movement. His hymns expressed the fiery conviction of its 
converts in lines so chaste and beautiful that its more extravagant 
features disappeared. The wild . throes of hysteric enthusiasm 
passed into a passion for hymn-singing, and a new musical impulse 
was aroused in the people which gradually changed the face of 
public devotion throughout England. 

But it was his elder brother, John Wesley, who embodied in him­
self not this or that side of the new movement, but the movement 
itself. Even at Oxford, where he resided as a fellow of Lincoln, 
he had been looked upon as head of the group of Methodists, 
and after his return from a quixotic mission to the Indians of 
Georgia he again took the lead of the little society, which had 
removed in the interval to London. In power as a preacher he 
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stood next to Whitefield; as a hymn-writer he stood second to 
his brother Charles. But while combining in some degree the 
axcellences of either, he possessed qualities in which both were 
utterly cIcficient; an indefati gable industry, a cool judgement, a 
command over others, a facuIty of organi zation, a singular union of 
patience and moderation with an imperious ambition, which marked 

JOliN WESLEY. 
Pi'ctu,"6 OJ' IVil/iam Jltflllilto" , 

him as a ruler of men . He had besides a learning and ski ll in 
writing which no other of the Methodists posse sed; he was older 
than any of his colleagues at the start of the movement, and he out­
lived them all. His life i deed almost covers the century, and 
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the Methodist body had passed through every phase of its history 1703- 1791 

before he sank into the grave at the age of eighty-eight. It would 
have been impossible for Wesley to have wielded the pow~r he did 
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had he not shared the follies and extravagance as weI! as the 
enthusiasm of his disciples. Throughout his life his asceticism was 
that of a monk. At times he lived on bread only, and he often 
slept on the bare boards. He lived in a world of wonders and 
divine interpositi9ns. I t was a miracle 
a l!owed him to sel forward on a journey. 
Heaven if a hailstorm burst over a town 

if the rain stopped and 
It was a judgement of 

which had becn deaf to 

his prea~hing. One day, he tells us, when he was" tired and his 
horse fel! lame, " I thought-cannot God heal either man or beast 
by any means or withal!t any ?-immediately my headache ceased 
and my horse's lameness in the same instant." .. \o\1ith a stil! more 
childish fanaticism he guided his conduct, whether in ordinary 
events or in the great crises of his life, by drawing lots or watching 
the particular texts at which his Bible opened. But with all this 
extravagance and superstition, 'Wesley's mind was essentially 

' practical , orderl y, and conservative. No man ever stood at the 
head of a great revolution whose temper was so anti-revolutionary. 
I n his earlier days the bishops had been forced to rebuke him for 
the narrowness and intolerance of his churchmanship. When 

Whit::::ficld began his sermons in the fields, Wcsle)' "could not at 
first reconcile himself to that strange way." He condemned and 
fought against the admission of laymen as preachers till he found 
himself left with none but laymen to preach. To the last he clung 
passionately to the Church of England, and looked on the body he 

had fo rmed as but a lay society-in ful! communion with it. He 
broke with the l\1oravians, who had been thc earliest friends of the 
ncw movement, when thcy 'cndangered its safe conduct by their 
contempt of religious forms. He broke with Whitefield when the 

great preacher plunged into an extravagant Calvinism. nut the same 
practical temper of mind which led him to rcject what was un ­
measured, and to be the last to adopt what was ncw, enabled h im 
at once to g rasp and organize the novelties he adopted. He 
beca me himseIr the most unwearied of fie ld preachers, and hig. 

journal for half a ccntury is little more than a record of fresh 
journeys and fresh sermons. \Vhen once driven to employ lay 
helpers in h is min istry he made thei r work a new and attracti ve 
feature in his system. H is ea rl ier asceticism on ly Jingcred in a dread 
of social enjoyments and an aversion from the gayer and sunnier 



x MODERN ENGLA_ D 

side of life which links the Methodist movement with that of the 

Puritans. A s the fervour of his superstition died down into the 

c~lm pf age, his cool common sense discouraged in his fol lowers the 
enthu'siastic outbursts which marked the opening of the revival. 

His p wers were bent to the building up of a great religious society 

which might g ive to the new enthusiasm a lasting and practical 

form. The Methodists were g rouped into classes, gathered in love­

fea t s, purified. by the expulsion of un worthy membc.rs, and 

SCHOOL. 
Early E ighteenth Century. 

A/ler P. Mercier. 

furnished with an alternation of settled minister and wandering 

preachers; while the whole body was placed under the absolute 

government of a onference of ministcr:J. But so long as he li ved, 

the direction of the new relig ious society remained with \Ve ley 
alone. "If by arbitrary power," he replied with charming 
simplicity to objectors, If you mean a power which 1 exercis 

simply without any colleagues therein, this is certainly true, but 
I see no hurt in it." 

The great body which he thus founded numbered a hundrcd 

x6q 

SEC. I 

WILLIAM 
PITT 

' 742 
TO 

'762 



1618 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE CHAP. 

SF-C. J thousand members at his death, and now counts its members in 
WILLIAM England and America by millions. But the Methodists themselves 

PITT 

1742 were the least result of the Methodist revival. Its action upon the 
1;62 Church broke the lethargy of the clergy; and the "Evangelical" 

The New movement, which found representatives like Newton and Cecil 
Philan- within the pale of the 
thropy 

SAMU.L JOHNSON. 
From an e"grtnJi"l" hy Pb,deH. 

Establishment, made 
the fox-ilunting parson 
and the absentee rector 
at last impossible. In 
Walpole's day the Eng­
lish clergy were the 
idlest and most lifeless 
in the world. In our 
own time no body of 
religious ministers sur­
passes them in piety, in 
philanthropic energy, or 
in popular regard. In 
the nation at large ap­
peared a new moral 
enthusiasm which, rigid 
and pedantic as it of­
ten seemed, was still 
healthy in its social 
tone, and whose power 
was seen in the dis­
appearance of the 
profligacy which had 
disgraced the upper 
classes, and the foulness 
which had infested 
literature, ever since 

the Restoration. A yet nobler result of the religious revival 
was the steady attempt, which has never ceased from that day 
to this, to remedy the guilt, the ignorance, the physical suffer­
ing, the social degradation of the profligate and the poor. It 
was not till the Wesleyan impulse had done its work that this 
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philanthropic impulse began. The unday Schools e tablished 
by Mr. Raikes of Gloucester at the close of the century were the 
beginnings of popular education. By writings and by her own 
p~r 'onal example Hannah More drew the sympathy of England to 
the poverty and crime of the agricultural labourer. A passionate 
impulse of human sympathy with the wronged and afflicted raised 

HAN NA H MORE. 

Pictll,.e DJ! Oji,·, '786. 

hospitals, endowed. charities, built churches, sent missionaries to 
the heathen, supported Burke in his plea for the Hindoo, and 
Clarkson and Wilberforce in th€ir crusade against the iniquity of 
the slave-trade. It is only the moral chivalry of his labours that 
amongst a crowd of philanthropists draws u most, perhaps, to the 
work ane! character of John Howard. The sympflthy which all 
were feeling for the sufferings of mankind he felt for the sufferings 
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of the worst and most haples of men. With wonderful ardour 
and perseverance he devoted himself to the cause of the debtor, the 
felon , and the murderer. An appointment to the office of High 
Sheriff of Bedfordshire in 1774 drew his attention to the state of the 
prisons which were placed under his care; and from that time the 
quiet country gentleman, whose only occupation had been reading 
his Bible and studying his thermometer, became the most energetic 

J OHN HOWARD. 

Pzi:h,re oJ! Mathtr nr"um, i" Natio1tal Portrait Callt,y. 

~nd zealous of 
reformers. Be­
fore a year was 
over he had per­
sonally visited 
almost every 
English ga.ol, 
and he found in 
nearly all of 
them frightful 
abuses which 
had been no­
ticed half a cen­
tury before, but 
left unredressed 
by Parliament. 
Gaolers who 
bou g ht their 
places were paid 
by fees, and suf­
fered to extort 
what they could. 
Even when ac­

quitted, men were dragged back to their cells for want of funds 
to discharge the sums they owed to their keepers. ebtors 
and felons were huddled together in the prisons which Howard 
found crowded by the cruel legislation of the day. No separa­
tion was preserved between different sexes, no criminal dis­
cipline enforced. Every gaol was a chaos of cruelty and the 
foulesfimmorality, from which the prisoner could only escape by 
sheer starvation, or through the gaol-fever that festered without 
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ceasing in these haunts of wretchedness. Howard saw everything 
with his own eyes, he tested every suffering by his own experience. 
1n one gaol he found a cell so narrow and noisome that the poor 
wretch who inhabited it begged as a mercy for hangi ng. Howard 
shut himself up in the cell and bore its darkness and foulness till 
nature could bear no more. It was by work of this sort, and by 
the faithful pictures of such scenes which it enabled him to give, 
that he brougl~t about their reform. The book in which he re­
corded his terrible experience, a ld the plans which he submitted 
~ r the reformation of criminals made him the father, so far as 
England is concerned, of prison discipline. But his labours were 
far from being confined to England. In journey after journey he 
visited the gaols of Holland and Germany, till his longing to dis­
cover some means of checking the fatal progress of the plague !ed 
him to examine the lazarettos of Europe and the East. He was 
still.engaged in this work of charity when he was seized by a 
malignant fever at Cherson in Southern Russia, and" laid quietly 
in the earth," a he desired. 

While· the revival of the \Vesleys was stirring the very heart 
of Eng.land, its political stagnation was unbroken. The fall of 
Walpole made no change in English policy, at home or abroad. 
The bulk of his ministry, who had opposed him in his later years of 
office, resumed their posts, simply admitting some of the more promin­
ent members of opposition, and giving the control of foreign affairs 
to Lord Carteret, a man of great power, and skilled in continental 
affairs. Carteret mainly followed the system of his predecessor. It 
was in the union of Austria and Prussia that he looked for the 
means of destroying the hold France had now established in 
Germany by the election of her puppet, Charles of Bavaria, as 
Emperor; and the pressure of England, aided by a victory of 
Fre::derick at Chotusitz, forced Maria Theresa to consent to 
Walpole's plan of a peace with Prussia at Breslau on the terms of 
the cession of Silesia. The peace' enabled the Austrian army to 
drive the French from Bohemia at the close of 1742 ; an English 
fleet blockaded Cadi7, and another anchored in the bay of Naples 
and fOlceu Don Carlos by a threat of bombarding his capital to 
conclude . a treaty of neutrality, while English subsidies detached 
Sardinia from the French alliance. Unfortunately Carteret and the 
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• Court of Vienna now determined not only to set up the Pragmatic 
anction, but to undo the French encroachments of 1736. Naples 

and Sicily were to be taken back from their Spanish King, Elsass 
and Lorraine from France; and the imperial dignity was to be 
restored to the Austrian House. To carry out these schemes an 
Austrian army drove the Emperor from Bavaria in the spring of 
1743 ; while George the Second, who ~armly supported Carteret's 
policy, put himself at the head of a force of 40,000' men, the bulk 
of whom were English and Hanoverians, and marched from the 

MEDAL COM MEMOR ATJ NG BATTLE OF DETTlNGEN. 

(Obverse.) 

Netherlands to the 
Main. His advance 
was checked and 
finally turned into a 
retreat by the Due 
de N oailles, who ap­
peared with a . su­
perior army on the 
south bank of the 
river, and finally 
throwing 3 I ,000 men 
across it, th rea tened 
to compel the King 
to surrender. In the 
battle of Dettingen 
which followed, how­
ever, not only was 
the allied army saved 
from destruction by 
the impetuosity of 

the French horse and the dogged obstinacy with which the English 
held their ground, but their opponents were forced to recross the 
Main. Small as was the victory, it produced amazing results. 
The French evacuated Germany. The English and . Austrian 
armies appeared on the Rhine; and a league between England, 
Prussia, and the Queen of Hungary, seemed all that was needed to 
secure the results already gained. 

Fontenoy But the prospect of peace was overthrown by the ambition of 
the House of Austria. In the spring of 1744 an Austrian army 
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matched upon Naples, with the purpose of transferring it after its 
conquest to the Bavarian Emperor, whose hereditary dominions in 
Bavaria were to pass in return to Maria Theresa. If however 
Frederick had withdrawn from the war on the ces ion of ilesia, he 
was resolute to take up arms again rather than suffer so great an 
aggrandisement of the House of Austria in Germany. H is sudden 
alliance with France failed at first to change the course of the war; 
for though h~ was successful in seizing Prague and drawing the 
Austrian army from the Rhine, Frederick was driven from 
Bohemia, while the 
death of the Em-
peror forced Bavaria 
to lay down its arms 
and to ally itself 
with Maria Theresa. 

o high were the 
Queen's hopes at 
this moment that 
she formed a secret 
alliance with Russia 
for the division of 
the Prussian monar­

chy. But in 1745 
the tide turned , and 
the fatal results of 
Carteret's weakness 
in assenting to the 
change from a war 
of defence into one 

MEDAL COMMEMORATING nATTLF. OF OETTI NGEN. 

(Reve"e.) 

of attack became manifest. The French King, Lewis the 
Fifteenth, led an army into the etherlands ; and the refu sal of 
HulJand to act against him Jeft their defence wholly in the hands 
of England. The general anger at this widening of the war proved 
fatal to Carteret, or, as he now became, Earl Granville. His 
imperious temper had rendered him odious to his colleagues, and 
he was driven from office by the Duke of Newcastle and his 
brother Henry Pelham. Of the reconstitu C'n mini try which 
followed Henry Pelham became the head. His temper, as well as 
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a consciousness of his own mediocrity, disposed him to a policy of 
conciliation which reunited the Whigs. Chesterfield and the 
Whigs in opposition, with Pitt and " the Boys," all found room in . 
the new administration; and even a few Tories found admittance. 
The bulk of the Whigs were true to Walpole's policy; and it was 
to pave the way to an accommodation wi th Frederick and a close 
of the war that the Pelhams forced Carteret to resign. But their 
attention had first to be given to the war in Flander~, where Mar­
shal Saxe had established the superiority of the F rench army by 
his defeat of the Duke of Cumberland. Advancing to the relief of 
Tournay with a force of English, Hanoverians, and Dutch- for 
Holland had at last been dragged into the war-the Duke on the 
31st of May 174 found the French covered by a line of fortified 
vi llages and redoubts with but a sin gle narrow gap near the hamlet 
of Fontenoy. Into this gap, however, the English troops, formed 
in a dense column, doggedly thrust themselves in spite of a terrible 
fire; but at the moment when the day seemed won the FreRch 
guns, rapidly concentrated in their front, tore the column in pieces 
and drove it back in a slow and orderly retreat. The blow was 
quickly followed up in June by a victory of Frederick at Hohen­
fried burg which drove' the Austrians from Silesia, and by a landing 
of a Stuart on the coast of Scotland at the close of July. 

The war with France had at once revived the hopes of the 
J acobites ; and as early as J 744 Charles Edward, the grandson of 
J ames the Second, was placed by the French Government at the 
head of a formidable armament. But his plan of a descent on 
Scotland was defeated by a storm which wrecked his flee t, and by 
the march of the French troops which had sailed in it to the war 
in Flanders. In 1745, however, the young adventurer again 
embarked with but seven friends in a small vessel and landed on a 
little island of the Hebrides. For three weeks he stood almost 
alone; but on the 29th of August the clans rallied to his standard 
in Glenfinnan , and Charles found himself at the head of fifteen 
hundred men. His force swelled to an army as he marched 
through Blair Athol on Perth, entered Edinburgh in triumph, and 
proclaimed " J ames the Eighth" at the TOlVn Cross : and two 
thousand English troops who marched against him under ir John 
Cope were broken and cut to pieces on the 21st of September by a 
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single charge of the clansmen at Preston Pans. Victory at once 
doubled the forces of the conqueror. The Prince was now at the 
head of six thousand men; but al1 were still Highlanders, ~ r the 
people of the Lowlands hcld aloof from his standard, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty that he could induce them to follow him 
to the south. His tact and energy however at last conquered every 
obstacle, and after ski lfully evading an army gathered at New­
castle he marched through Lanca-
c;hire, and pushed on the 4th of 
December as far as Derby. But here 
al1 hope of success came to an end. 
IIardly a man had ri sen in his sup­
port as he passed through the dis­
tricts where J acobitism boasted of its 
strength. The people flocked to see 
his march as if to ee a show. Catho­
lics and Tories abounded in Lanca­
shire, but only a single squire took 
up arms. Manchester was looked 
on as the most J acobite of English 
towns, but all the aid it gave was 
an illumination and two thousand 
pounds. From Carlisle to Derby he 
had been joined by hardly two 
hundred men. The policy of Wal­
pole had in fact secured England 
for the House of Hanover. The 
long peace, the prosperity of the 

PIPER IN HIGHLA ND REGIMENT. 

country, and the clemency of the Cros,". "Atilila,')! , ",Iiquilits." 

Government, had done their work. 
The' recent admission of Tories into the administration had 
severed the Tory party finally from the mere Jacobites. Jaco­
hiti m as a fighting force wa dead, and even Charle Edward 
saw that it was hopcle to conquer England with five thousand 
Highlanders. He soon I arned too that forces of double his 
own strength were cl ing on either side of him, while a 
third army under the King and Lord Stair covered Londull. 
Scotland itself. now that the Highlander were away, quietly 
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------- ------- -
renewed in all the districts of the Lowlands its allegiance to the 
House of H anover. Even in the Highlands the Macleods rose in 
arms for King George, while the Gordons refused to stir, though 
rou ed by a small French force which landed at Montro e. T o 
advance further outh was impo sible, and Charles fell rapidly back 
on Glasgow ; but the reinforcements whi ch he found there raised 

SOLDl En s I N HI GHLAND REG IMENT. 
Grose, (( Afilitnry A lItiq7tiH~$. II 

his army to nine 
thousand men , 
and on the 23rd 
January, 1746, 
he boldly at­
tacked an Eng­
lish arm y under 
General H awley 
which had fol­
lowed his retreat 
a nd h ad e n­
c a mp e d n ea r 
F al kirk. Again 
the wild charge 
of hi s Highl and­
ers won victory 
for the Prince, 
but victory was 
as fatal as de­
feat. The bulk 
of his forces dis­
pel' ed with their 
booty to the 
mountains, and 

Charles fell sullenly back to the north before the Duke of umber­
land. On the 16th of A pril the armies faced one another on Cul­
loden Moor, a few miles eastward of Inverne s. The Highlander 
still numbered six thousand men , but they were starving and dis­
pirited, while Cumberland s force was nearly double that of the 
Prince. Torn by the Duke's gun , the clansmen flung themselves 
in their old fashion on the nglish front ; but they were received 
with a terrible fire of musketry, and the few that broke through the 
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first line found themselves fronted by a second. J n a few moments 
all was over, and the Stuart force was a mass of hunted fugitives. 
.Charles himself after strange adventures escaped to France. In 
England fifty of his followers were hanged; three Scotch lords, 
Lovat Balmerino, and Kilmarnock, brought to the block; and forty 
persons of rank attainted by Act of Parliament. More extensive 
measures of repression were needful in the Highlands. The feudal 
tenures were abolished. The hereditary juri. dictions of the chiefs 
were bought up and tran sferred to the Crown. The tartan, or 
garb of the lIighlanders, was forbidden by law. These measures, 
followed by a general Act of Indemnity, proved effective for their 
purpose. The dread of the clansmen passed away, and the 

MEDAL T COMME~IORATE THE VICTORY AT CUl.LODEN. 

Sheriff's writ soon ran through the IIighlands with as little 
resistance as in the streets of Edinburgh. 

Defeat abroad and danger at hom only quickened the resolve 
of the Pelhams to bring the war with Prussia to an end. When 
England was threatened by a Catholic Pretender, it was no time 
for weakening the chief Protestant power in Germany. On the 
refusal of Maria Theresa to join in a general peace, England 
concluded the Con venti n or Hanover with Pru sia, and withdrew 
so far as Germany wa concerned from the war. El ewhere 
however the cont st lingered on . The victories of Maria There a 
in Italy were balanced by those of Franc\;: i, the cthcrlands, 
where Marshal axe inflicted n w defeats on the English and 
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Dutch at Roucoux and Lauffeld. The danger of Holland and the 
financial exhaustion of France at last brought about the conclusion 
of a peace at Aix-Ia-Chapelle, by which England surrendered its. 
gains at sea, and France its conquests on land. But the peace was 
a mere pau. e in the struggle, during which both parties hoped to 
gain strength for a mightier contest which they saw impending. 
The war wa in fact widening far beyond the bounds of Germany 
or of E urope. It was becoming a world-wide duel 'which was to 
settle the destinies of mankind. Already France was claiming 

FORT W ILLIAM. 

Print in Britisl" A f 1lSlllm. 

the valleys of the Ohio and the Mississippi, and mooting the great 
question whether the fortunes of the New World were to be 
moulded by F renchmen or Englishmen. Already too French 
adventurers were driving English merchants from Madras, and 
building up, as they trusted, a power which was to add India to the 

dominions of France. 
The early intercourse of England with India gave little 

promi e of the great fortunes which awaited it. It was not till the 
close of Elizabeth's reign, a century after Vasco da Gama had 
crept round the "ape of Good Hope and founded the Iortuguese 



x MODERN ENGLAND 

settlement on the Goa coast, that an East India Company was 
established in London. The trade, profitable as it was, rem ained 
S11)all in extent; and the three early factories of the Company 
were only gradually acquired during the century which followed. 
The first, that of Madras, consisted of but six fishermen's houses 
beneath Fort St. George ; that of Bombay was ceded by the 
Portuguese as part of the dowry of Catharine of Braganza; while 
Fort William, w,ith the mean village which has since grown into 
Calcutta, owes its origin to the reign of William the Third. Each 
of these forts was built simply for the protection of the ompany's 
warehou es, and guarded by a few "sepahi s," sepoys, or paid 
native soldiers; while the clerks and traders of each establishment 
were under the direction of a Presiden t and a Counctl. One of 
these clerks in the middle of the eighteenth century was Robert 
Clive, the son of a small proprietor near Market Drayton in 
Shropshire, an idle dare-devil of a boy whom his friends had been 
glad to get rid of by packing him off in the Company's service as 
a writer to Madras. His early days there were days of wretched-
ness and despair. He was poor and cut off from his fellows by 
the haughty shyness of his temper, weary of desk-work, and 
haunted by home-sickness. Twice he attempted suicide; and it 
was only on the failure of his second attempt that he flun g down 
the pistol which baffled him with a conviction that he was reserved 
for higher things. 
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A change came at last in the shape of war and captivity. As Dupleix 

soon as the war of the Austrian Succession broke out, the 
superiority of the French in power and influence tempted them to 
expel the English from India. Labourdonnais, the governor of 
the French colony of the Mauritius, be ieged Madras, razed it to 1746 

the ground, and carried its c~erks and merchants prisoners to 
Pondicherry. Clive was among these captives, but he escaped in 
disgulS"!, and returning to the settlement, threw aside his clerkship 
for an ensign's commission in the force which the Company 
was busily raising. For the capture of Madras had not only 
established the repute of the French arms, but had rou ed 
Dupleix, the governor of Pondicherry, to conceive plans for the 
creation of a French empire in India. "Vlttl1 thc English 
merchants of Elizabeth's day brought their goods to urat, all 
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India, save the south, had just been brought for the first time 
under the rule of a single great power by the Mogul Emperors 'of 
the line of Akbar. But with the death of Aurungzebc, in the 
reign of Anne, the Mogul Empi re fell fast into decay. A line of 
feudal princes raised themseh'es to independence in Rajpootana. 
The lieutenants of the Emperor founded separate sovereign ties at 
Lucknow and J-Iyderabad, in the Camalie, and in Bengal. The 
plain of the Upper Indus was occupied by a race of religious 
fanatics called the Sikhs. Persian and Affghan invaders crossed 
the I ndus, and succeeded even in sacking Delhi, the capital of the 
Moguls. Clans of systematic plunderers, \\'ho \\'ere known under 
the na me of Mahrattas, and who were in fact the natives whom 
conquest had long held in subjection, poured down from the 
highlands along the western coast, ravaged as far as Calcutta and 
Tanjore, and finally set up independent states at l'oonah and 
Gwalior. Duplcix skilfully a\'ailed himself of the disorder around 
him. He offered his aid to the Emperor against the rebels and 
invaders who had reduced hi s power to a shadow; and it was in 
the Emperor's name that he meddl.;:d with the quarrels of the 
states of Centra l and Southern India, made himself virtually 
master of the Court of J-Iyderabad, and seated a creature of his 
own on the throne of the Carnatic. Trichinopoly, the one town 
which held out agai nst this Nabob o f the Camalie, was all but 
brought to surrender when Clive, in 1751, came fo rward with it 

daring scheme for its relief. With a few hundred English ilnd 

S.o:r. I 
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sepoys he pushed through a thunderstorm to the surprise of Arcot, ,,""', 
the Nabob's capital, entrenched himself in its enormous fo rt, and 
held it for fifty days against thousands of assailants. Mo\'ed by 
his gallantry , the Mahrattas, who had never believed that 
Englishmen would fight before, advanced and broke up the siege ; 
but Clive was no sooner freed than he showed equal vigour in the 
field. A t the head of raw recruits who ran away at the fi rst sou nd 
of a gun, and sepoys who hid themselves as soon as the can non 
opened fire, he twice attacked and defeated the French and their 
Indian allies, Soiled every effort of D upleix, and razed to the 
ground a pompous pillar which the French governor had set up in 
honour of his earlier victories. 

Clive was recalled by broken health to England, and the 
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fortunes of the struggle in India were left for decision to a later 
day. But while France was struggling for the Empire of the 
Ea t she was striving with even more apparent success for the 
command of the new world of the West. Populous as they had 
become, the English settlements in America still lay mainly along 

A FRENCH CANADIAN. 
Bacfj1lt:ville de la PoillCrie. ,. Ht'stoire de i'AIIIIYif}71c 

SC/Jtcntrionau', I 172 2. 

the sea-board of 
th Atlantic; for 
on1y a few explor­
ing parties had 
penetrated into the 
A lleghan ies before 
the even Years' 
War; and Indian 
tribes wandered 
un questioned 
along the Jakes. 
It was not till the 
peace of Aix-la-

hapelle that the 
pretens ions of 
France drew the 
eyes of the colon­
ists and of Eng­
lish statesmen to 
the interior of the 
'Western Conti­
n e nt. Planted 
firmly Il1 Louis­
iana and Canada, 
France openly 
claimed the whole 
country west of 
the Alleghanies 

as its own, and its governors now rclered all English settlers 
or merchants to be driven from the valleys of Ghio or Missis­
sippi which were still in the hands of Indian tribes. Even 
the inactive Pelham revolted from pretensions such as the c. 
The original French settlers were driv n from Acadia or Nova 
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Scotia, and an English colony founded the settlement of Halifax. 
An Ohio Company was formed, and its agents made their way to 
the valleys of that river and the Kentucky; while envoys from 
Virginia and Pennsylvania drew closer the alliance between their 
colonies and the Indian tribes acros the mountains. Nor were 
the French slow to accept the challenge. Fighting began in 
Acadia. A vessel of war appeared in Ontario, and Niagara was 
turned into a fbrt. A force of 1,200 men despatched to Erie drove 

lLE. STE. CROIX, EARLIEST FREN CH SETTLEMENT 1:-1 ACADIA, 1604. 
CltQmp/ain, "t"o)'ages," 16 13. 

the few English settlers from their little colony on the fork of the 
Ohio, and founded there a fort called Duquesne, on the site of the 
later Pittsburg. The fort at once gave this force command of 
the river valley. After a fruitless attack on it under George 
Washington, a young Virgin 'an, the colonists were forced to 
withdraw over the m untains, and the whole of the west was left 
in the hands of France. The bulk of the Indian tribes from 
Canada as far as the Miss 'ssippi attached themselves to the French 
cau e, and the value of their aid was shown in 1755, when General 
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Braddock led a force of English soldiers and American militia to 
an attack upon Fort Duquesne. The force was utterly routed 
and Braddock slain. The Marquis of Montcalm, who in 1756 
commanded the French forces in Canada, was gifted with singular 
powers of administration. He carried out with even more zeal 
than his predecessor the plans .of annexation; and the three forts 
of Duquesne .on the Ohio, of Niagara on the St. Lawrence, and of 
Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain, were linked together by a chain 
of lesser forts, which cut off the English colonists from all access 
to the west. The defeat of Braddock had already roused England 
to its danger, for it was certain that war in America would be 
followeJ by war in Europe. The ministers looked on a league 
with Prussia as the only means of checking France; b~t Frederick 
held cautiously aloof, while the advances of England to Prussia 
only served to alienate Maria Theresa, whose one desire was to 
regain Silcsia. The two powers of the House of Bourbon were 
still bound by the Family Compact; and as early as 1752 Maria 
Theresa by a startling change of policy drew to their alliance. The 
jealousy which Russia entertained of the growth of a strong power 
in North Germany brought the Czarina Elizabeth to promise aid to 
the schemes of the Queen of Hungary; and in 1755 the league of 
the four powers and of Saxony was practically · completed. So 
secret were these negotiations that they remained unknown to 
Henry Pelham and to his brother the Duke of Newcastle, who 
succeeded him on his death in 1754 as the head of the Ministry. 
But they were detected from the first by the keen eye of Frederick 
of Prussia, who saw himself fronted by a line of foes that stretched 
from Paris to t. Petersburg. 

The danger to England was hardly less; for France appeared 
again on the stage with a vi~our and audacity which recalled the 
days of Lewis the Fourteenth. The weakness and corruption of 
the French government were screened for a time by the daring and 
scope of its plans, as by the ability of the agents it found to carry 
them out. In England, on the contrary, all was vagueness and 
indecision. It was not till the elose of the year that a treaty was 
at last concluded with the Prussfan King. With this treaty 
between England and Frederick began the Seven Yean;' War. No 
war has had greater results on the history of the world or brought 
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greater triumphs to England; but few have had more di sa trous 
beginnings. Newcastle was too weak and ignorant to rule without 
aid, and yet too greedy of power to purchase aid by sharing it with 
more capable men. His preparation for the gigantic struggle be­
fore him may be gue sed from the fact that there were but three 
regiments fit for service in England at the opening of J 756. 
France, on the qther hand, was quick in her a ttack. Port Mahon 
in Minorca, the key of the Mediterranean , was besieged by the 

FREDERICK 11., KING F PRUSSIA AND ELECTOR OJ? BRANDENIlURG. 

From. an ~nrravh,~( in til l! Bibliotlleqhe NaliOJlale, Parls. 

Duke of Richelieu and forced to capitulate. To complete the 
sham~ of England, a fleet sent to its relief under Admiral Byng 
retreated before the French. I n Germany Frederick seized 
Dresden at the outset of the war and forced the axon army to 
surrender, and in 1757 a victory at Prague made him master for a 
while of Bohemia; but his success was transient, and a defeat at 

Kolin drove him to retreat again into Saxony. In the same year 
the Duke of Cumberland, who had taken po t on the Weser with 
an army of fifty thou and men for the defence of Hanover, fell 
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back before a French army to the mouth of the Elbe, and engaged 
by the Convention of Closter-Seven to disband hi forces. In 
America thing went even worse than in Germany. The inactivity 
of the English generals was contrasted with the genius and activity 
of Montcalm. Already masters of the Ohio by the defeat of Brad­
dock, the French drove the English gar ri son from the forts which 
commanded Lake Ontario and Lake Champlain, and their empire 
st retched withottt a break over the vast territory from Louisiana to 
the Sl. Lawrence. A despondency without parallel in our history 
took possession of our coolest statesmen, and even the impassive 
Che terfield cried in despair, "We are 110 longer a nation." 

But the nation of which Chesterfield despaired was really on 
the eve of its greatest triumphs, and the miserable incapacity of 
the Duke of Newcastle only called to the front the genius of 
Wil1ia~ Pitt. Pitt was the g randson of a wealthy governor of 
Mad r.as, who had entered Parliament in 1735 as member for one 
of his father's pocket boroughs, and had headed the younger 
"patriots" in their attack on Walpole. The dism issal from the 
army by which Walpole met his attacks turned his energy wholly 
to politics. Hi fiery spirit was hushed in office during the" broad­
bottom administration " which followed Walpole's fall, but after 
the death of Henry Pelham, Newcastle's jealousy of power threw 
him into an attitude of opposition and he was leprived of his place. 
When the disasters of the war however . drove Newcastle from 
office in November 1756, Pitt became Secretary of State: but in 
fGur months the enmity of the King and of ewcastle's party 
drove him to resign. In July 1757, however, it was necessary to 
recall him. The failure of Newcastle to construct an administration 
forced the Duke to a junction with his rival; and fortunately for 
their country, the character of the two statesmen made the com­
plOmise an easy one. For all that Pitt coveted, for the general 
direction of public affairs, the control of foreign policy, the ad minis­
tration of the war, Newcastle had neither capacity nor. inclination. 
On the other hand, his skill il~ parliamentary management was un­
rivalled. If ~e knew little el e, he knew better than any living 
man the price of eery member and the intrigues of every borough. 
What he cared for was no the control of affairs, bul thc distribu­
tion of patrunage and the work of corruption, and from this Pitt" 
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turned disdainfully away. "Mr. Pitt does everything," wl'Ote 
Horace 'Walpole, "and the Duke gives everything. So long as they 

WILLIAM PITT, l'AYMASTER OF THE FORCES. 
P~tlt.c b,y If Dart. 

agree in this partition they may do what they please." ut of the 
union of the e two strang ly-contra ted lead I'S, in fact, ro e the 
greatest, as it was th la t, of the purely Whig administrations. But 
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SEC. ) its real power lay from beginning to end in Pitt himself. Poor as he 
WILLIAM was, for his income was little more than two hundred a year, and 

Pl'fT 

'742 springing as he did from a family of no political importance, it was 
~ h 1762 by sheer dint of genius thal . the young cornet of horse, at w ose 

Pitt and 
the Age 

youth and inexperience Walpole had sneered, seized a power which 
the Whig house had ever since the Revolution kept jealously in 
their grasp. His ambition had no 1 etty aim. ".1 want to call 
England," he said as he took office, " out of that enervate state in 
which twenty thousand men from France can shake her." His call 
was soon answered. He at once breathed his own lofty spirit in to 
the country he served, as he communicated somethillg of his own 
grandeur to the men who served him. "No man," said a soldier 
of the time, "ever entered Mr. Pitt's closet who did not feel himself 
braver when he came out than when he went in." Ill-combined as 
were his earlier exped itions, many as were his failures, he roused a 
temper in the nation at large which made ultimate defeaf im­
possible. "England has been a long time in labour," exclaimed 
Frederick of Prussia as he recognized a greatne. s li ke his own, . 

. " but she has at last brought forth a man." 
It is this personal and solita ry grandeur which strikes us most 

as we look back to William Pitt. The tone of his speech and 
action' stands out in utter contrast with the tone of his time. In 
the midst of a society critical, polite, indifferent, simple even to the 
affectat ion of simplicity, witty and amusing but absolutely prosaic, 
cool of heart and of head, sceptical of virtue and enthusiasm: scep­
tical above all of itself, Pitt stood absolutely alone. The depth of 
hi . conviction, his passionate love for all that he deemed lofty and 
true, his fiery energy, his poetic imaginativeness, h is theatrical airs 
and rhetoric, his haughty self-assumption, his pompousness and 
extravagance, were not more puzzling to his contemporaries than 
the confidence with which he appealed to the higher sentiments. of 
mankind, the scorn with which he turned from a corruption which 
had till then been the great engine of politics, the undoubting faith 
which he felt in himself, in the grandeur of his aims, and in his 
power to carry them out. "I know that I can save the country," 
he said to the Duke of Devonshire on his entry into the Ministry, 
"and I know no other man can ." The groundwork of Pitt's 
character was an intense and passionate pride; but it was a pride 
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which kept him from stooping to the level of the men who had so 
long held E ngland in their hands. 
He was the first statesman since 

' VILLIAM 
PITT 

'742 
"0 

the Pestoration who et tile example 1762 

of a purely public spirit. Keen as Hispltblic 

SWORD·llEARER OF l.ONDON. 

Maj. 1726. 

was his love of power, no man ever 
refu 'ed office so often, or accepted it 
with so strict a regard to the prin­
ciples he professed. "I will not go 
to Court," he repl ied to an offer 
w 1ich WdS made him, "if I may not 
bring the constitution with me." For 
the corruption about him he had 
nothing but disdain. He I ft to ew­
castle the buying of seats ami the 
purchase of mem bers. At the outset 
of his career Pelham appointed him 
to the most lucrative office in his 

administration, that of Paymaster of the l~orces; but its profits 
lI'ere of an illicit kind , and poor as he was Pitt refused to accept 
one farthing beyon I his salary. I I is 
pride never appear d in loftier and 
nobler form than in his attitude to­
wards the people at large. No leader 
had ever a wider popularity than 
., the great commoner," as Pitt was 
styled, but his air was always that of 
a man who commands popularity, 
not that of one who eeks it. He 
never bent to flatter popular preju­
dice. When mobs were roaring them­
selves hoarse for "Wilkes and liberty," 
he denounced Wilkes as a wqrthless 
profl igate; and when all England 
went mad in it hatred of the Scots 
Pitt haughtily declared his e teem 
for a people who e courage he had 

MACE-BEARER OF LONDON. 

lIfal, 1726. 

been the first to enlist on the ide of loyalty. His noble figure, 

spirit 





I' 

CHAP. X MODER ENGLAND 
------~---------------------------

the hawk-like eye which flashed from the small thin face, his 
majestic voice, the fire and grandeur of his eloquence gave him 
a sway over t~1e House of Commons far greater than any other 
minister nas possessed. He could silence an opponent with a look 
of scorn, or hush the whole House with a si ngle word. But he 
never stooped to the arts by which men form a political party, and 
at the height of his power his personal following hardly numbered 
half a dozen mem bers. 

His real strength indeed lay not in Parliament but in the people 
at large. His significant title of "the great commoner" marks a 

- I 

TOWN-HALL, CARLISLE, IN THE EIG HTEENTH CENTURY. 
N1,Uer, Ii C4rlisl~ £" tlu O/dell. 1'illlt!. PI 

p0litical revolution. "It is the people who ha~e sent me here," 
Pitt boasted with a haughty pride when the nobles of the abinet 
opposed his will. He was the first to see that the long political 
inactivity of the public mind }lad ceased, and that the progress of 
commerce and industry h d produced a great middle class, which 
no longer found it repre entatives in the legislature. "You have 
taught me," said George the Second when Pitt sought to save Dyng 
by appealing to the sentiment of Parliament, " to look [or the voice 
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of my people in other places than within the House of Commons." 
It was this unrepresented class which had forced him into power. 
During his struggle with ewcastle the greater towns backed him 
with the gift of their freedom and addresses of confidence. ." For 
weeks," laughs Horace Walpole, "it rained gold boxes." London 
stood by him through good report and evil report, and the wealthiest 
of English merchants, Alderman Beckford, was proud to figure as 
his political lieutenant. The temper of Pitt inde~d harmonized 
admirably with the temper of the commercial England which 
rallied round him, with its energy, its self-confidence, its pride, its 
patriotism, its honesty, its moral earnestness. The merchant and 
the trader were drawn by a natural attraction to the one statesman 
of Lheir time who e aims were uns~lfish, whose hands were clean, 
wbose life was pure and full of tender affection for wife and child. 
But there was a far deeper ground for their enthusiastic reverence 
and for the reverence which his country has borne Pitt ever since. 
He loved England with an intense and personal love. He believed 
in her power, her glory, her public virtue, till England learned to 
believe in herself. Her triumJ hs were his triumphs, her defeats 
his defeats. lIer dangers lifted him high above all thought of 
self or party-spirit. "Be one people," he cried to the factions who 
rose to bring about his fall: " forget everything but the public! I 
se t you the example!" His glowing patriotism was the real spell 
by which he held England. But even the faults which chequered 
his character told for him with the middle classes. The Whig 
statesmen who preceded him had been men whose pride expressed 
itself in a marked simplicity and absence of pretence. Pitt was 
essentially an actor, dramatic in the cabinet, in the House, in his 
very office. He transacted business with his clerks in full dress. 
His letters to his family, genuine as his love for them was, are 
stilted and unnatural in tone. It was easy for the wits of his day 
to jest at his affectation, his pompous gait, the dramatic appearance 
which he made on great debates with his limbs swathed in flannel 
and his crutch by his side. Early in life Walpole sneered at him 
for bringing into the House of Commons "the gestures and 
emotions of the stage." But the classes to whom Pitt appealed 
were classes not easily offended by faults of taste, and saw nothing 
to laugh at in the statesman who was borne into the lobby amidst 
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the tortures of the gout, or carried into the H ou e of Lords to 
breathe his last in a protest against national dishonour. 

Above all Pitt wielded the strength of a res istless eloquence. 
The power of political speech had been revealed in the stormy 

WILLIAM PITT, EARL OF CHATHAM. 

Portrait h)l Richard B roJllpton, in potl ... ion 0/ Earl S tanlrop., at C/Il".,.;',g. 

debates of the Long Parliament, but it was cramped in its 
utterance by the legal and theological pedantry of the time. 
Pedantry was flung off by the age of the Revulut ion, but in the 
eloquence (,'If Somers and his rivals we see ability rather than genius, 
knowledge, clearness of expression, precision of thought, the lucidity 
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SEC. I of the pleader or the man of business, rather than the passio'n of the 
W,LLIAM orator. Of this clearness of statement Pitt had little or none. He 

.PITT 

J 742 was no ready debater like Walpole. no speaker of set speeches like 
TO 

1762 Chesterfield. His set speech.es were always his worst, for in these 
his want of taste, his love of effect, his trite quotations and 
extravagant metaphors came at once to the front. That with 
defects like these he stood . far above every orator 0,[ his time was 
due above all to his profound conviction, to the earnestness and 
sincerity with which he spoke. "I must sit still/" he whispered once 
to a friend, " for when once I am up everything that is in my mind 
comes out." But the reality of his eloquence was transfi gured by a 
latgt: and poetic imagination , and by a glow of passion which not 
only raised him high above the men of his own day but set him in 
the front rank among the orators of the world. The cool reasc:ning, 
the wit, the common sense of his age made way for a splendid 
audacity, a sympathy with popular emotion, a sustained grandeur, 
a lofty vehemence, a command over the whole range of human 
feeling. He passed without an effort from the most solemn appeal 
to the gayest raillery, from the keenest sarcasm to the tenderest 
pathos. .Every 'word was driven home by the grand self-conscious­
ness of the speaker. He spoke always as one having authority. 
He was in fact the first English orator whose words were a power, 
a power not over Parliament only but over the nation at large. 
Parliamentary reporting was as yet unknown, and it was on ly 
in detached phrases and half-remembered outbursts that the voice 
of Pitt reached beyond the walls. of St. Stephen's. But it was 
especially in these sudden outbursts of inspiration , in these brief 
pass~onate appeals, that the power of his eloquence lay. The few 
broken words we have of him stir the same thrill in men of our day 

H£s which they stirred in the men of his own. But passionate as was 
siales- . 

"..cmship Pitt's eloquence, it was the eloquence of a statesman, not of a 
rhetorician. Tim has approved almost all his greater struggles, 
his defence of the liberty of the subject against arbitrary imprison­
ment under " general warrants," of the liberty of the press against 
Lord Mansfield, of the rights of constituencies against the House of 
Commons, of the constitutional rights of America against England 
itself. His foreign policy was directed to the preservation of 
Prussia, and Prussia has vindicated his foresight by the creation of 
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Germany. We have adopted his plans for the direct government 
of India by the Crown, which when he proposed them were re­
garded as insane. Pitt was the first to recognize the liberal charac­
ter of the Church of England. He was the first to sound the note 
of Parliamentary reform. One of his earliest measures shows the 
generosity and originality of his mind. He quieted cotland by 
employing its J acobites in the service of their country, and by 
raising Highlahcl regiments among its clans. The selection of 
Wolfe and Amherst as generals showed his contempt for pre­
cedent and his inborn knowledge of men. 

But it was fortune rather than His genius which showered on 
Pitt the triumphs which signalized the opening of his ministry. In 
the East the daring of a mer­
chant's clerk made a com­
pany of English traders the 
sovereigns of Bengal, and 
opened that wondrous career 
of conquest which has 
added the Indian peninsula, 
from Ceylon to the Hima­
laya " to the dominion of the 
Briti 'h crown. Recalled by 
broken health to England, 

live returned at the out­
break of the Seven Years' 
War to win for England a 
greater prize than that which 
his victories had won for it 
in the supremacy of the Car­
natic. He had been only 
a few months at Madras 

SURAJAH DOWLAH. 

/flim·at/~re in I"aia !flult7lm. 

when a crime whose horror still lingers in English memories 
called him to Bengal. Bengal. the delta of the Ganges, was the 
riche t and most fertile of all the provinces of India. Its rice, its 
sugar, its silk, and the produce of its looms, were famous in Euro­
pean markets. Its viceroys, like their fellow lieutenants, had become 
practically independent of the Emperor, and had added to Bengal 
the provinces of Oi'i sa and Behar. Surajah Dowlah, the master 
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of this vast domain, had long been jealous ef the enterprise and 
wealth of the English traders; and, roused at this moment by the 
instigation of the French, he appeared before Fort William, seized 
its settlers, and thrust a hundred and fifty of them into a small 
prison called the Black Hole of Calcutta. The beat of an Indian 
summer did its work of death. The wretched prisoners trampled 
each other under foot in the madness of thirst, and in the morning 
only twenty-three remained alive. Clive sailed at the news with a 
thousand Englishmen and two thousand sepoys to wreak vengeance 
for the crime. He was no longer the boy-soldier of A rcot ; and 
the tact and skill with which he met urajah Dowlah in the 
negotiations by which the Viceroy trove to avert a conflict were 
sullied by the Oriental falsehood and treachery to which he stooped. 

MEDAL COMMEMORATII'C BATTLE OF PLASSEY. 

But his courage remained unbroken. When the two armie faced 
each other on the plain of Plassey the odds were so great that on 
the very eve of the battle a council of war counselled retreat. 
Clive withdrew to a grove hard by, and after an hour's lonely 
musing gave the word to fi ght. Courage, in fact, was all that was 
needed. The fifty thousand foot and fourteen thousand horse who 
were seen covering the plain at daybreak on the 23rd of June, 
1757, were soon thrown into confusion by the English guns, and 
'broke in hea~lIong rout before the English charge. The death of 
Surajah Dowlah enabled the Company to place a creature of its 
own on the throne of Bengal; but his rule soon became a nominal 
one. With the victory of Plassey began in fact the Empire of 
England in the East. 
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The year of Plassey was the year of a victory hardly less im­
portant in the West. There was little indeed in the military ex­
peditions which marked the opening of Pitt's ministry to justify 
the trust of his country; for money and blood were lavished on 
buccaneering descents upon the French coasts which did small 
damage to the enemy. But incidents such as these had little 
weight in the minister's general policy. His greatness lies in the 
fact that he I cognized the genius of Frederick the Great, and 
resolved to give him an energetic support. On his entry into 
office he refused to ratify the Convention of Closter-Seven, which 
h~d reduced Frederick to despair by throwing open his realm to a 
French advance; protected his flank by gathering an English and 
Hanoverian force on the Elbe, and on the counsel of the Prussian 
King placed the best of his generals, the Prince of Brunswick, at 
its head; while subsidy 
after subsidy were poured 
into Frederick's exhaust­
ed treasury. Pitt's trust 
was met by the most bril­
liant display of military 
gen ius which the modern 
world had as yet witness­
ed. Two month!! after his 
repulse at Kolin, Frede-

MEDALS COM M F.~IORATING BATTLES OF 
ROSSBACH AND J.EUTIIEN. 

rick flun g himself on a French army which had ad\'anced into the 
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heart of Germany, and annihilated it in the victory of Rossbach. Rossbach 

Before another month had pa sed he hurried from the aale to the Nov. 1757 

Oder, and by a yet more signal victory at Leuthen cleared ilesia 
of the Austrians. The victory of Rossbach was destined to change 
the ~ rtunes of the world by bringing about the unity of Germany; 
its immediate effect was to force the French army on the Elbe to 
fall back on the Rhine. Here Ferdinand of Brunswick, reinforced 
with twenty thousand English soldiers, held them at bay during 
the summer, while Frederick,' foilcd in an attack on Moravia, drove 
the Russians back on I oland in the battle of Zorndorf. His defeat 
however by the Austrian General Daun at Hochkirch proved the 
first of a series of terrible misfortunes; and the year 1759 mark 
the lowest point of his fortunes. A fresh advance of the Rus. ian 
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army forced the King to attack it at Kunersdorf in August, and 
Frederick's repulse ended 'in the utter rout of his army. For the 
moment all seemed lost, for even Berlin lay open to the conqueror. 
A few days later the surrender of Dresden gave Saxony to the 
Austrians; and at the clo e of the year an attempt upon them at 
PIau en was foiied with terrible loss. But every disaster was 
retrieved by the indomitable courage and tenacity of the King, and 
winter found him as before master of Silesia and 'of all axony 
save the ground which Daun's camp covered. The year which 
marked the lowest point of Frederick's fortunes was the year of 
Pitt's greatest triumphs, the year of Minden and Quiberon and 
Quebec. France aimed both at a descen t upon England and at 

MEDAL COMMEMORAT ING DATILE OF MINDEN. 

the conquest of Hanover, and gathered a naval armament at Brest, 
while fifty thousand men under Contades and Broglie united on 
the Weser. erdinand with less than forty thousand met them on 
the field f Minden. The French marched along the Weser to the 
attack, with their flanks protected by that river and a brook which 
ran into it, and with their cavalry, ten thousand strong, massed in 
the centre. The six English regiments in Ferdinand' army fronted 
the French horse. and, mistaking their general's order, marched at 
once upon them in line, regardless of the batteries on their flank , 
and rolled back charge after charge with volleys of musketry. In 
an hour the French centre was utterly broken. "I have seen," 
said Contades, " what I never thought to be possible-a single line 
of infantry break through three lines of cavalry, ranked in wder of 
battle, and tumble them to ruin!" Nothing but the refusal of 
Lord John Sackville to complete the victory by a charge of the 


