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and his part was taken at once. “The French,” he cried in
January, while Pitt was foretelling a glorious future for the new
Constitution, “the French have shown themselves the ablest
architects of ruin who have hitherto existed in the world. In a
short space of time they have pulled to the ground their army,
their navy, their commerce, their arts and their manufactures.”
But in Parliament Burke stood alone. The Whigs, though
distrustfully, followed Fox in his applause of the Revolution. The
Tories, yet more distrustfully, followed Pitt; and Pitt warmly
expressed his sympathy with the constitutional government which
was ruling France. At this moment indeed the revolutionary
party gave a signal proof of its friendship for England. Irritated
by an English settlement at Nootka Sound in California, Spain
appealed to France for aid in accordance with the Family
Compact : and the French Ministry, with a party at its back which
believed things had gone far enough, resolved on a war as the best
means of checking the progress of the Revolution and restoring the
power of the Crown. The revolutionary party naturally opposed
this design ; after a bitter struggle the right of declaring war, save
with the sanction of the Assembly, was taken from the King ; and
all danger of hostilities passed away. “ The French Government,”
Pitt asserted, “was bent on cultivating the most unbounded
friendship for Great Britain,” and he saw no reason in its
revolutionary changes why Britain should not return the friendship
of France. He was convinced that nothing but the joint action of
France and England would in the end arrest the troubles of
Eastern Europe. His intervention foiled for the moment a fresh
effort of Prussia to rob Poland of Dantzig and Thorn. But though
" Russia was still pressing Turkey hard, a Russian war was so
unpopularin England that a hostile vote in Parliament forced Pitt
to discontinue his armaments ; and a fresh union of Austria and
Prussia, which promised at this juncture to bring about a close
of the Turkish struggle, promised also a fresh attack on the
independence of Poland.

But while Pitt was pleading for friendship between the two
countries, Burke was resolved to make friendship impossible. He
_ had long ceased, indeed, to have any.hold over the House of

COp;mons. The cloquence which had vied with that of Chatham
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during the discussions on the Stamp Act had become disiiasiéfttllu‘
to the bulk of its members. The length of his speeches, the
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profound and philosophical character of his argument, ‘the

splendour and often the extravagance of his illustrations, his
passionate earnestness, his want of temper and discretion, wearied"
and perplexed the squires and merchants about him. He was
known at last as “the dinner-bell of the House,” so rapidly did
its benches thin at his rising. For a time his energies found scope
in the impeachment of Hastings ; and the grandeur of his appeals
to the justice of England hushed detraction. But with the close
of the impeachment his repute had again fallen; and the approach
of old age, for he was now past sixty, seemed to counsel retire-
ment from an assembly where he stood unpopular and alone.
But age and disappointment and loneliness were all forgotten as
Burke saw rising across the Channel the embodiment of all that
he hated—a Revolution founded on scorn of the  past, and
threatening with ruin the whole social fabric which the past had
reared ; the ordered ‘structure of classes ‘and ranks crumbling
before a doctrine of social equality ; a State rudely demolished
and reconstituted ; a Church and a Nobility swept away in a
night. Against the enthusiasm of what he rightly saw to be_a
new political * religion he resolved to rouse the enthusiasm
of the old. He was at once a great orator and a great writer ;
and now that the House was deaf to his voice, he appealed
to the country by his pen. The “Reflections on the French
Revolution” which he published in October 1790 not only
denounced the acts of rashness and violence which sullied the
great change that France had wrought, but the very principles
from which the change had sprung.  Burke’s deep sense of the
need of social order, of the value of that continuity in human
affairs “without which men would become like flies in a summer,”
blinded him to all but the faith in mere rebellion, and the yet
sillier faith in mere novelty, which disguised a real nobleness of
aim and temper even in the most ardent of the revolutionists. He
would see no abuses in the past, now that it had fallen, or
anything but the ruin of society in the future. He preached
a crusade against men whom he regarded as the foes of religion

and civilization, and called on the armies of Europe to put down
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a Revolution whose principles threatened every state with
destruction. .

The great obstade to such a crusade was Pitt: and one of the
grandest outbursts of the “ Reflections ” closed with a bitter taunt
at the Minister’s policy. “The age of chivalry,” Burke cried, “is
gone; that of sophisters, economists, and calculators has succeeded,
and the glory of Europe is extinguished for ever.” But neither
taunt. nor invective moved Pitt from his course. At the moment
when the “ Reflections” appeared he gave a fresh assurance to
France of his resolve to have nothing to do with any crusade
against the Revolution. “This country,” he wrote, “means to
persevere in the neutrality hitherto scrupulously observed with
respect to the internal dissensions of France; and from which it
will never depart unless the conduct held there makes it indis-
pensable as an act of self-defence.” So far indeed was he from
sharing the‘reactionary panic which was spreading around him
that he chose this time for supporting FoX in his Libel Act, a
measure which; by tramsferring the decision on what was libellous
in any publication from the judge to the jury, completed the
freedom of the préss; and himself passed a Bill which, though
little noticed among the storms of the time, was one of the noblest
of his achievements. He boldly put aside the dread which had
been roused by the American war, that the gift of self-govern-
ment to our colonies would serve only as a step towards their
secession from the mother-country, and established a House of
Assembly and a Council in the two Canadas. “1 am convinced,”
said Fox (who, however, differed from Pitt as to the nature of the
Constitution to be given to Canada), “that the only method of
retaining distant colonies with advantage is to enable them to
govern themselves;” and the policy of the one statesman and the
foresxght of the other have been justified by the later history of
our dependencies. Nor had Burke better success with his own
party. Fox remained an ardent lover of the Revolution, and
answered a fresh attack of Burke upon it with more than usual
warmth. A close affection had bound till now the two men
together but the fanaticism of Burke declared it at an end.
“ There is no loss of friendship,” Fox exclaimed, with a sudden
burst of tears. * There is!” Burke repeated. 1 know the price
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of my conduct. Our friendship is at an end.” Within the walls of
Parliament” Burke stood utterly alone. His “ Appeal from the
New to the Old Whigs,” in June 1791, failed to detach a follower
from Fox, Pitt coldly counselled him rather to praise the English
Constitution than to rail at the French. “I have made many
enemies and few friends,” Burke wrote sadly to the French
princes who had fled from their country and were gathering in
arms at Coblcngz, “by the part [ have taken.” But the opinion of
the people was slowly drifting to his side. A sale of thirty
thousand copies showed that the *Reflections” echoed the
general sentiment of Englishmen.. The mood of England indeed
at this moment was unfavourable to any fair appreciation of the
Revolution across the Channel. Her temper was above all
industrial. Men who were working hard and fast growing rich,
who had the narrow and practical turn of men of business, looked
angrily at this sudden disturbance of order, this restless and vague
activity, these rhetorical appeals to human feeling, these
abstract and often empty theories. In England it was a time of
political content and social well-being, of steady economic
progress, and of a powerful religious revival ; and an insular lack
of imaginative interest in other races hindered men from seecing
that every element of this content, of this order, of this peaceful
and harmonious progress, of this reconciliation of society and
religion was wanting abroad. The sympathy which the Revolu-
tion had roused at first among Englishmen died away before the
violence of its legislative changes, and the growing anarchy of the
country. Sympathy in fact was soon limited to a few groups of
reformers who gathered in “ Constitutional Clubs,” and whose
rctkless language quickened the national reaction.  But in spite
of Burke’s appeals and the cries of the nobles who had fled from
France and longed only to march against their country, Europe
held back from war, and Pitt preserved his attitude of neutrality,
though with a greater appearance of reserve.

So anxious, in fact, did the aspect of affairs in the East make
Pitt for the restoration of tranquillity in France, that he foiled a
plan which its emigrant nobles had formed for a descent on
the French GW and declared formally at Vienna that England
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France and the Emperor. But the Emperor was as anxious to
avoid a French war as Pitt himself. Though Catherine, now her
strife with Turkey was over, wished to plunge the two German
Powers into a struggle with the Revolution which would leave her
free to annex Poland single-handed, neither Leopold nor Prussia
would tie their hands by such a contest. The flight of Lewis the
Sixteenth from Paris in June 1791 brought Europe for a moment
to the verge of war; but he was intercepted and brought back ;
and for a while the danger seemed to incline the revolutionists in
France to greater moderation. Lewis too not only accepted the
Constitution, but pleaded earnestly with the Emperor against any
armed intervention as certain to bring ruin to his throne. In
their conference at Pillnitz therefore, in August, Leopold and the
King of Prussia contented themselves with a vague declaration
inviting the European powers to co-operate in restoring a sound
form of government in France, availed themselves of England’s
neutrality to refuse all military aid to the French princes, and
dealt simply with the affairs of *Poland. But the peace they
desired soon became impossible. The Constitutional Royalists in
France availed themselves of the irritation caused by the Declara-
tion of Pillnitz to rouse again the cry for a war which, as they
hoped, would give strength to the throne. The more violent
revolutionists, or Jacobins, on the other hand, under the influence
of the “ Girondists,” or deputies from the south of France, whose
aim was a republic, and who saw in a great national struggle a
means of overthrowing the monarchy, decided in spite of the
opposition of their leader, Robespierre, on a contest with the
Emperor. Both parties united to demand the breaking up of an
army which the emigrant princes had formed on the Rhine ; and

. ‘though Leopold assented to this demand, France declared war

Pitt's

Struggle

for Peace

against his successor, Francis, in April 1792.

‘Misled by their belief in a revolutionary enthusiasm in
England, the French had hoped for her alliance in this war ; and
they were astonished and indignant at Pitt’s resolve to stand apart
from the struggle. It was in vain that Pitt strove to allay this
irritation by demanding only that Holland should remain un-
touched, and promising neutrality even though Belgium should
be occupied by a French army, or that he strengthened these
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pledges by a reduction of military forces, and by bringing forward
a peace-budget which rested on a large remission of taxation.
The revolutionists still clung to the hope of England’s aid in the
emancipation of Europe, but they came now to believe that
England must itself be emancipated before such an aid could be
given. Their first work therefore they held to be the bringing
about a revolution in England which might free the people from
the aristocracy which held it down, and which oppressed, as they
believed, great peoples beyond the bounds of England itself. To
rouse India, to rouse Ireland to a struggle which should shake off
the English yoke, became necessary steps to the establishment of
freedom in England. From this moment therefore French agents
were busy “sowing the revolution” in each quarter. In Ireland
they entered into communication with the United Irishmen. In
India they appeared at the courts of the native princes. In
England itself they strove through the Constitutional Clubs to rouse
the same spirit which they had roused in France; and the French
envoy, Chauvelin, protested warmly against a proclamation which
denounced this correspondence as seditious. The effect of these
revolutionary efforts on the friends of the Revolution was seen in
a declaration which they wrested from Fox, that at such a moment
even the discussion of parliamentary reform was inexpedient.
Meanwhile Burke was working hard, in writings whose extrava-
gance of style was forgotten in their intensity of feeling, to spread
alarm throughout Europe. Heé had from the first encouraged the
emigrant princes to take arms, and sent his son to join them at
Coblentz.  “ Be alarmists,” he wrote to them ; “diffuse terror!”
But the royalist terror which he sowed had roused a revolutionary
terror in France itself. At the threat of war against the
Emperor the two German Courts had drawn together, and
reluctantly abandoning all hope of peace with France, gathered
cighty thousand men under the Duke of Brunswick, and advanced
slowly in August on the Meuse. France, though she had forced
on the struggle, was rcally almost defenceless; her forces in
Belgium broke at the first shock of arms into shameful rout; and
the panic spreading from the army to the nation at large, took
violent and homble forms. At the first news of Brunswick's
advance the mob of Paris broke into the Tuileries on the 1oth of
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August ; and at its demand Lewis, who had taken refuge in the
Assembly, was suspended from his office and imprisoned in the
Temple. In September, while General Dumouriez by boldness
and adroit negotiations arrested the progress of the allies in the
defiles of the Argonne, bodies of paid murderers butchered the
royalist prisoners who crowded the gaols of Paris, with a view of
influencing the eclections to a new Convention which met to
proclaim the aholition of royalty. The retreat of the Prussian
army, whose numbers had been reduced by disease till an advance
on Paris became impossible, and a brilliant victory won by
Dumouriez at Jemappes which laid jthe Netherlands at his feet,
turned the panic of the French into a wild sclf-confidence. In
November the Convention decreed that France offered the.aid of
her soldiers to all nations who would strive for freedom. ¢ All
Governments are our enemies,” said its President ; “all peoples
are our allies.” In the teeth of treaties signed only two years
before, and of the stipulation made by England when it pledged
itself to neutrality, the French Government resclved to attack
Holland, and ordered its generals to enforce by arms the opening
of the Scheldt.

To do this was to force England into war. Public opinion was
pressing harder day by day upon Pitt. The horror of the
massacres of September, the hideous despotism of the Parisian
mob, had done more to estrange England from the Revolution
than all the eloquence of Burke. But even while withdrawing our
Minister from Paris on the imprisonment of the King, Pitt clung.
stubbornly to the hope of peace. His hope was to bring the war
to an end through English mediation, and to “leave France, which
I believe is the best way, to arrange its own internal affairs as it
can.” No hour of Pitt’s life is so great as the hour when he stood
alone in England, and refused to bow to the growing cry of the
nation for war, Even the news of the September massacres could
only force from him a hope that France might abstain from any
war of conquest, and escape from its social anarchy. In October

“the French agent in England reported that Pitt was about to
recognize the Republic. At the opening of November he still
pressed on “Holland a steady neutrality. It was France, and not
England, which': at Iést.\vrenched from his grasp the peace to
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which he clung so desperately. The decree of the Convention and  sec. ui

—

the attack on the Dutch leff him no choice but war, for it was Tug

3 5 . SECOND
impossible for England to endure a French fleet at Antwerp, or to l"'g'
. M M . » 1 3

desert allies like the United Provinces. But even in December ».7-(,°

the news of the approaching partition of Poland nerved him to a i
last struggle for peace; he offered to aid Austria in acquiring
Bavaria if she would make terms with France, and pledged him-
self to France, to abstain from war if that power would cease
from violating the independence of her neighbour states. But
across the Channel his moderation was only taken for fear, while
in England the general mourning which followed on the news of
the French King's execution showed the growing ardour for the
contest. The rejection of his last offers indeed made a contest
inevitable. Both sides cecased from diplomatic communications,
and in February, 1793, France issued her Declaration of War.

FRENCH SATIRE ON GEORGE I1II. AND PITT.
Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris.



HORATIO NELSON.
Portrait by j. Hoppner, in St. James's Palace.
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Section IV.—-The War with France, 1793—1815

[Authorities.—To those mentioned before we may add Moore’s Life of
Sheridan ; the Lives of Lord Castlereagh, Lord Eldon, and Lord Sidmouth ;
Romilly’s Memoirs ; Lord Cornwallis’s Correspondence ; Mr. Yonge's Life of
Lord Liverpool ; the Diaries and Correspondence of Lord Malmesbury, Lord
Colchester, and Lord Auckland. For the general history of England at this
time, see Alison’s ** History of Europe ;” for its military history, Sir William
Napier’s ““ History of the Peninsular War.”)

From the moment when France declared war against England
Pitt’s power was at an end. His pride, his immoveable firmness, and
the general confidence of the nation still
kept him at the head of affairs ; but he
could do little save drift along with a tide
of popular feeling which he never fully
understood. The very excellences of his
character unfitted him_for the conduct of
a war. He was in fact a Peace Minister,
forced into war by a panic and enthusi-
asm which he shared in a very small
degree, and unaided by his father’s gift of
at once entering into the sympathies and
passions around him, and of rousing pas-
sions and sympathies in return. Around
him the country broke out in a fit of
frenzy and alarm which rivalled the pas-
sion and panic over-sea. The confidence
of France in its illusions as to opinion in

.England deluded for the moment even
Englishmen themselves. The partisans <

of Republicanism were in reality but a ENGLISH SAILOR, 1779.
few handfuls of men who played at )
gathering Conventions, and at calling themselves citizens and
patriots, in childish imitation of what was going on across the
Channel. But in the mass of Englishmen the dread of revolution
passed for the hour into sheer panic. - Even the bulk of the Whig
party forsook Fox when he still proclaimed his faith in France and
the Revolution. The “Old W-higs.” as they called themselves,

with the Duke of Portland, Earls Spencer and Fitzwilliam, and
VoL, IV g 5 X
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Mr. Windham at their head, followed Burke in giving their
adhesion to the Government. Pitt himself,; though little touched
by the political reaction around him, was shaken by the dream of .
social danger, and believed in the existence of *thousands of
bandits,” who were ready to rise against the throne, to plunder
every landlord, and to sack London. *“Paine is no fool,” he said
to his niece, who quoted to him a passage from the * Rights of
Man,” in which that author had vindicated the principles of the
Revolution ; “heis perhaps right ; but if I did what he wants, I
should have thousands of bandits on my hands to-morrow, and

P
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London burnt.” Iti;{#a'sfﬂijs' ﬂe@:; of social danger which alone
reconciled him-tot the war, Bitter as the need of the struggle
which was forced upen England was to him, he accepted it with
the less reluctance that war, as he trusted, would check the
progress of French principles” in England itself. The worst
issue of this panic was the series of legislative measures in which
it found expression. The Habeas Corpus Act was suspended,
a bill against seditious assemblies restricted the liberty of public
meeting and a wider scope was given to the Statute of Treasons.
Prosecution after prosecution was directed against the Press; the
sermons of some dissenting ministers were indicted as se‘ditioug;“;‘

.
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_and " the conventions of sympathizers with France were roughly
broken up. The worst excesses of the panic were witnessed in
Scotland, where  young Whigs, whose only offence was ‘an
advocacy of Parliamentary reform, were sentenced to trans-
portation, and where a brutal judge openly expressed his regret
that the practice of torture in seditious cases should have fallen
into disuse. The panic indeed soon passed away for sheer want
of material to feed on. In 1794 the leaders of the Corresponding
Society, a body which professed sympathy with France, were
brought to trial on a chargé of high treason, but their acquittal
proved that all
active terror was
over. Save for
occasional riots,
to which the poor
were goaded by
sheer want of
bread, no social
disturbance trou-
bled England
through the twen-
ty years of the
war. But the blind
reaction against
all reform which
had sprung from
the panic lasted
onwhen the panic ||
was forgotten.- _

For nearly a quarter of a century it was hard to get a hearing
for any measure which threatened changeé to an existing insti-
tution, beneficial though the change might be. Even the philan-
thropic movement which so nobly characterized the time found
itself checked and hampered by the dread of revolution.
At first indeed all seemed to go ill for France. She was girt in by
a ring of enemies ; the Empire, Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Spain, and
England were leagued in arms against her ; and their efforts were
seconded by civil war. The peasants of Poitou and Britanny rose
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in revolt against the government at Paris, while Marseilles and
Lyons were driven into insurrection by the violent leaders who
now seized on power in the capital. The French armies were
driven back from the Netherlands when ten thousand KEnglish
soldiers, under the Duke of York, joined the Austrians in Flanders
in 1793. But the chance of crushing the Revolution was lost by the
greed of the two German powers. Russia, as Pitt had foreseen,
was now free to carry out her schemes in the East; and Austria
and Prussia saw themselves forced, in the interest of a balance of
power, to share in her annexations at the cost of Poland. But

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
From an'engraving by Fiesinger of a picture by Guérin.

this new division of Poland would have become impossible had
France been enabled by a restoration of its monarchy to take up
again its natural position in Europe, and to accept the alliance
which “Pitt would in such a case have offered her. The policy
of the German courts therefore was to prolong an anarchy which
left them free for the moment to crush Poland: and the allied
armies which might have marched upon Paris were purposely
frittered away in sieges in the Netherlands and the Rhine, Such
a policy gave France time to recover from the shock of her

v
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disasters. Whatever were the crimes and tyranny of her leaders,
France felt in spite of them the value of the Revolution, and
rallied enthusiastically to its support. The revolts in the West
and South were crushed. The Spanish invaders were held at bay
at the foot of the Pyrenees, and the Piedmontese were driven from
Nice and Savoy. The great port of Toulon, which called for
foreign aid against the Government of Paris, and admitted an
English garrison within its walls, was driven to surrender by
measures counsclled by a young artillery officer from Corsica,
Napoleon Buonaparte. At the opening of 1794 a victory at
Fleurus which again 'made the French masters of the Netherlands
showed that the tide had turned. France was united within by
the cessation of the Terror and of the tyranny of the Jacobins,
while on every border victory followed the gigaptic efforts with
which she met the coalition against her. Spain sued for peace ;
Prussia withdrew her armies from the Rhine ; the Sardinians were
driven -back from the Maritime Alps; the Rhine provinces were
wrested from the Austrians ; and before the year ended Holland
was lost. Pichegru crossed the Waal in mid-winter with an over-
whelming force, and the wretched remnant of ten thousand men who
had followed the Duke of York to the Netherlands, thinned by
disease and by the hardships of retreat, re-embarked for England.

The victories of France broke up the confederacy which had
threatened it with destruction. The Batavian republic which
Pichegru had sct up after his conquest of Holland was now an
ally of France. Prussia bought peace by the cession of her
possessions west of the Rhine. Peace with Spain followed in the

summer, while Sweden and the Protestant cantons of Switzerland

recognized the Republic. In France itself discord came well-nigh
to an end. The fresh severities against the ultra-republicans
which followed on the establishment of a Directory indicated the
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moderate character of the new government, and, Pitt seized on -

this change in the temper of the French government as giving an
opening for peace. Pitt himself was sick of the strife. England
had maintained indeed her naval supremacy. The triumphs of
her scamen were in strange contrast with her weakness on land ;

1795

and at the outset of the contest, in 1794, the French ﬂeeth was " 3
defeated off Brest by Lord Howe in a victory which bore the
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name of the day on which it was won, the First of June. Her
colonial gains too had been considerable. Most of the West
Indian islands, which had been held by France, and the far more
valuable settlements of the Dutch, the Cape of Good Hope,
Ceylon, and the famous. Spice Islands of the Malaccas and Java
had been transferred to the British Crown. But Pitt was without
means of efficiently carrying on the war. The army was small
and without military experience, while its leaders were utterly
incapable. “We have no General,” wrote Lord Grenville, “ but
some old woman in a red riband.” Wretched too as had been the
conduct of the war, its cost was already terrible. If England was
without soldiers, she had wealth, and Pitt had been forced to turn
her wealth into an engine of war. He became the paymaster of
the coalition, and his subsidies kept the allied armies in the field.
But the immense loans which these called for, and the quick
growth of expenditure, undid all his financial reforms. Taxation,
which had reached its lowest point under Pitt’s peace adminis-
tration, mounted to a height undreamt of before. The public
debt rose by leaps and bounds. In three years nearly eighty
millions had been added to it.

But though the ruin of his financial hopes, and his keen sense
of the European dangers which the contest involved, made Pitt
earnest to close the struggle with the Revolution, he stood almost
alone in his longings for peace. The nation at large was still
ardent for war, and its ardour was fired by Burke in his “ Letters
on a Regicide Peace,” the last outcry of that fanaticism which had
done so much to plunge the world in blood. Nor was France less
ardent for war than England. At the moment when Pitt sought
to open negotiations, her victories had roused hopes of wider
conquests, and though General Morean was foiled in a march on
Vienna, the wonderful successes of Napoleon Buonaparte, who now
took the command of the army of the Alps, laid Piedmont at her
feet. Lombardy was soon in the hands of the French, the Duchies
sou'tl’i. of the Po pillaged, and the Pope driven to purchase an
armistice. Fresh victories enabled Buonaparte to wring a peace
from Austria in the treaty of Campo Formio, which not only gave
France ‘the Tonian Islands, a part of the old territory of Venice, as
well as the Netherlands and the whole left bank of the Rhine, but
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united Lombardy with the Duchies south of the Po, and the Papal
States as far as the Rubicon, into a “ Cisalpine Republic,” which
was absolutely bencath her control. The withdrawal of Austria
left France without an enemy on the Continent, and England
without an ally. The stress of the war was pressing more heavily
on her every day. The alarm of a French invasion of Ireland
brought about a suspension of specie payments on the p;n't. of the
Bank. A mutiny in the fleet was suppressed with difficulty. It
was in this darkest hour of“the struggle that Burke passcd away,
protesting to the last against the peace which, in spite of his
previous failure, Pitt tried in 1797 to negotiate at Lille. Peace
seemed more needful to him than ever ; for the naval supremacy of

00D CAUSE

FLAG OF THE ‘“*NIGER” DURING MUTINY AT THE NORE.
United Service Muscum.
Britain was threatened by a coalition such as had all but crushed
her in the American war. Again the Dutch and Spanish fleets
were allied with the fleets of France, and if they gained command
of the Channel, it would enable France to send overwhelming
forces in aid of the rising which was planned in Ircland. But the
danger had hardly threatened when it was dispelled by two great
victorics. When in 1797 the Spanish fleet put out to sea, it was
attacked by Admiral Jervis off Cape St. Vincent and driven back
to Cadiz with the loss of four of its finest vessels; while the Dutch
fleet from the Texel, which was to protect a French force in its
descent upon Ireland, was met by a far larger fleet under Admiral
Duncan, and almost annihilated in a battle off Camperdown, after
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an obstinate struggle which showed the Hollanders still worthy
of their old renown. The ruin of jts hopes in the battle of
Camperdown drove Ireland to a rising of despair; but the revolt
was crushed by the defeat of the insurgents at Vinegar Hill on
June 21, 1798, and the surrender of General Humbert, who landed
in August with a French force. Of the threefold attack on which
the Directory relied, two parts had now broken down. England
still held the seas, and the insurrection in Ircland had failed. ‘ The
next year saw the crowning victory of the Nile. The genius of
Buonaparte had seized on the schemes for a rising in India, where
Tippoo Sahib, the successor of Hyder Ali in Mysore, had vowed
to drive the English from the south: and he laid before the
Directory a plan for the conquest of Egypt as a preliminary to
a campaign in
Southern India.
In 1798 he land-
ed in Egypt;
and its conquest
was rapid and
complete.  But
the thirteen

MECHANICAL TIGER MADE FOR TIPPOO SULTAN.

India Musenm.

men-of-war
which had es-
corted his expedition were found by Admiral Nelson in Aboukir
Bay, moored close to the coast in a line guarded at cither end by
gun-boats and batteries. Nelson resolved to thrust his own ships
between the French and the shore ; his flagship led the way ; and
after a terrible fight of twelve hours, nine of the French vessels were
captured and destroyed, two were burnt, and five thousand French
seamen were killed or made prisoners. All communication between
France and Buonaparte’s army was cut off; and his hopes of making
Egypt a starting-point for the conquest of India fell at a blow.
Freed from the dangers that threatened her rule in Ireland and
in India, and mistress of the seas, England was free to attack
France ; and in such an attack she was aided at this moment by
the temper of the Furopean powers, and the ceaseless aggressions
of France. Russia formed a close alliance with Austria ; and it
was with renewed hope that Pitt lavished subsidies on the two
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allies. A union of the Russian and Austrian armies drove the
French back again across the Alps and the Rhine; but the
stubborn energy of General Massena enabled his soldiers to hold
their ground in Switzerland ; and the attempt of a united force of
Russians and English to wrest Holland from its French masters
was successfully repulsed. In the East, however, England was
more successful.  Foiled in his dreams of Indian conquests,
Buonaparte conceived the design of the conquest ofe Syria, and of
the creation of an army among its warlike mountaincers, with
which he might march upon Constantinople or India at his will.
But Acre, the key of Syria, was stubbornly held by the Turks, the
French battering train was captured at sea by an Lnglish captain,

. MEDAL COMMEMORATING BATTLE OF MARENGO.

Sir Sidney Smith, whose scamen aided in the defence of the ‘place,
and the besiegers were forced to fall back upon Egypt. The
French gencral dcspairihg of success left his army and returned to
France. . His arrival in Paris was soon followed by the overthrow
of the Directors. - Three consuls took their place ; but under the
name of First Consul Buonaparte became in effect sole ruler of the
country. His energy at once changed the whole face of European
affairs. The offers of pcace which he made to England and
Austria were intended to do little more than to shake the coalition,
and gain breathing time for the organization of a new force which
was gathering in secrecy at Dijon, while Moreau with the army of
the Rhine pushed again along the Danube.  The First Consul
c¢rossed the Saint Bernard in 1800, and a victory at Marengo
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forced the Austrians to surrender Lombardy ; while a truce
arrested the march of Moreau, who had captured Munich and was
pushing on to Vienna. On the resumption of the war in the
autumn the Austrians were driven back on Vienna ; and Moreau
crushed their army on the Iser in the victory of Hohenlinden. In
February, 1801, the Continental War was brought suddenly to an
end by the Peace of Luneville.

It was but a few months before the close of the war that Pitt
brought about the Union of Ireland with England. The history
of Ireland, during the fifty years
that followed its conquest by Wil-
liam the Third, is one which no
Englishman can recall without
shame. After the surrender of
Limerick every Catholic Irishman,
and there were five Irish Catholics \ \
to every Irish Protestant, was treat-

)/

Y )~
N

ed as a stranger and a foreigner in
his own country. The House of
Lords, the House of Commons, the
magistracy, all corporate offices in
towns, all ranks in the army, the
bench, the bar, the whole adminis-
tration of government or justice,
were closed against Catholics. The
very right of voting for their repre-
sentatives in Parliament was denied
them. Few Catholic landowners
had been left by the sweeping con-
fiscations which had followed the
successive revolts of the island, and
oppressive laws forced even these
few with scant exceptions to pro-
fess Protestantism. Necessity, in-
deed, had brought about a practical
toleration of their refigion and their worship ; but in all social and
political matters the native Catholics, in other words the immense
majority of the people of Ireland, were simply hewers of wood and
drawers of water to their Protestant masters, who looked on them-

AN IRISH CHIEF.
Caricature by Gillray.
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selves as e S S ste aig Q@ i
as mere settlers, who boasted of their Scotch or English ex-  suc. v

traction, and who regarded the name of « Irishman” as an insult. Tre
But ‘small as was this Protestant body, one half of it fared little e
better, as far as power was concerned, than the Catholics ; for the 700
Presbyterians, who formed the bulk of the Ulster settlers, were Iﬁs

shut out by law from all civil, military, and municipal offices,

JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN.,
From ], Raphael Smith's engraving of a picture by Lawrence

The administration and justice of the country were thus kept Govern-
rigidly in the hands of members of the Established Church, a body '/","',',":“';'I'
which comprised about a twelfth of the population of the island ;
while its government was practically monopolized by a few great
Protestant landowners. ' The rotten boroughs, which had originally
been created to make the Irish Parliament dependent on the
Crown, had fallen under the influence of the adjacent landlords,
who were thus masters of the House of Commens, while they
formed in person the House of Peers. During the first half of the
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eighteenth century two-thirds of the House of Commons, in fact,
was returned by a small group of nobles, who were recognized as
“ parliamentary undertakers,” and who undertook to “ manage”
Parliament on their own terms. Irish politics were for these men
a means of public plunder; they were glutted with pensions,
preferments, and bribes in hard cash in return for their services ;

HENRY GRATTAN.
Wheatley (1782), in National Portrait Gallery.

Picture by 7.

they were the advisers of every Lord-Lieutenant, and the practical
governors of the country. The only check to the tyranny of this
narrow and corrupt oligarchy was in the connexion of Ireland with
England and the subordination of its Parliament to the English
Privy Council. The Irish Parliament had no power of originating
legislative or financial measures, and could only say “yes” or

“no” to Acts submitted to it by the Privy Council in England.
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The English Parliament too claimed the right of binding Ireland
as well as England by its enactments, and one of its statutes
transferred the appellate jurisdiction of the Irish Peerage to the
English House of Lords. But as if to compensate for the benefits
of its protection, England did her best to annihilate Irish com-
merce and to ruin Irish agriculture. Statutes passed by the
jealousy of English landowners forbade the export of Irish cattle
or sheep to English ports. The export of wool was forbidden, lest

HENRY  FLOOD.
From an engraving in Barvington's ** Histovic Memoirs,” of a dvawing by Comerfora.

it might interfere with the profits of English wool-growers.
Poverty was thus added to the curse of misgovernment; and
poverty deepened with the rapid growth of the native population,
till famine turned the country into a hell.
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The bitter lesson of the last conquest, however, long sufficed to Pitt and

check all dreams of revoit among the natives, and the outbreaks
which sprang from time to time out of the general misery and
discontent were purely social in their character, and were roughly

repressed by the ruling class. When political revolt threatened at
VoL, IV 5%

Ireland
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last, the threat came from the ruling class itself At the very
outset of the reign of George the Third, the Irish Parliament
insisted on its claim to the exclusive control of money bills, and a
cry was raised for the removal of the checks imposed on its
independence. But it was not till the American war that this cry
became a political danger, a danger so real that England was
forced to give way. From the close of the war, when the Irish
Volunteers wrung legislative independence from the Rockingham

IRISH LL\'EN. MANUFACTURE, 1783 i—PLOUGHING—SOWING—HARROWING.

Ministry, England and Ireland were simply held together by the
fact that the sovereign of the one island was also the sovereign of

Independ- the other. During the next eighteen years Ireland was “in-

ence of
Treland

1782

dependent ;” but its independence was a mere name for the
uncontrolled rule of a few noble families and of the Irish
Executive backed by the support of the English Government. To
such a length had the whole system of monopoly and patronage
been carried, that at the time of the Union more than sixty seats
were in the hands of three families alone, those of the Hills, the
Ponsonbys, and the Beresfords ; while the dominant influence in
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the Parliament now lay with the Treasury boroughs at the
disposal of the Government. The victory of the Volunteers
immediately produced measures in favour of the Catholics and
Presbyterians. The Volunteers had already in 1780 won for the
Presbyterians, who formed a good half of their force, full political
liberty by the abolition of the Sacramental Test ; and the Irish
Parliament of 1782 removed at once the last grievances of the
Protestant Dissenters. The Catholics were rewarded for their aid
by the repeal of the more grossly oppressive enactments of the

e

PULLING FLAX—STOOKING—RIPLING—BOGGING,

penal laws.  But when Grattan, supported by the bulk of the Irish
party, pleaded for Parliamentary reform, and for the grant of
equal rights to the Catholics, he was utterly foiled by the small
group of borough owners, who chiefly controlled the Government
and the Parliament. The ruling class found government too
profitable to share it with other possessors. It was only by hard
bribery that the English Viceroys could secure their co-operation
in the simplest measures of administration. “If ever there was a
country unfit to govern itself,” said Lord Hutchinson, “it is
Ireland. A corrupt aristocracy, a ferocious commonalty, a
SN2
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distracted Government, a divided people!” In Pitt’s eyes the
danger of Ireland lay above all in the misery of its people.
Although the Irish Catholics were held down by the brute force of
their Protestant rulers, he saw that their discontent was growing
fast into rebellion, and that one secret of their discontent at any rate
lay in Irish poverty, a poverty increased if not originally brought
about by the jealous exclusion of Irish products from their natural
markets in England itself. In 1779 Ireland had won from Lord

TAKING FLAX OUT OF BOG—SPREADING TO DRY-—STORING-—BEETLING—BREAKING,

North large measures of free-trade abroad ; but the heavy duties
laid by the English Parliament on all Irish manufactures save
linen and woollen yarn still shut them out of England. One of
Pitt's first commercial measures aimed at putting an end to this
exclusion by a bill which established freedom of trade between the
two islands. His first proposals were accepted in the Irish
Parliament ; but the fears and jealousies of the English farmers
and manufacturers forced into the Bill amendments which gave
to the British Parliament powers over Irish navigation and
commerce, thus over-riding their newly-won independence, and
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the measure in its new form was rejected in Ireland. The outbreak
of the revolutionary struggle, and the efforts which the French
revolutionists at once made to excite rebellion amongst the Irish,
roused Pitt to fresh measures of conciliation and good government.
In 1793 he forced the Irish Administration to abandon a re-
sistance which had wrecked his projects the previous year ; and
the Irish Parliament passed without opposition mecasures for the
admission of Catholics to the clectoral franchise, and to civil and

military office within the island, which promised to open a new era

BUTLING—SCUTCHING—HACKLING,

of religious liberty. But the promise came too late. The hope of
conciliation was lost in the fast rising tide of religious and social
passion. The Society of “ United Irishmen,” which was founded
in 1791 at Belfast by Wolfe Tone with a view of forming a union
between Protestants and Catholics to win Parliamentary reform,
drifted into a correspondence with France and projects of insur-
rection. The peasantry, brooding over their misery and their
wrongs, were equally stirred by the news from France; and their
discontent broke out in outrages of secret societies which spread
panic among the ruling classes. The misery was increased by
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sec. IV faction fights between the Protestants and Catholics, which had

wobwe  already broken out before the French Revolution. The Catholics

F:;;‘;“ banded themselves together as “ Defenders ” against the outrages
ars of the “ Peep-o’-day Boys,” who were mainly drawn from the more
—  violent Presbyterians ; and these factions became later merged in

the larger associations of the “ United Irishmen” and the
“Qrange-men.”

U’rlge At last the smouldering discontent and disaffectlon burst into

nion

flame. The panic roused in 1796 by an attempted French

BREAKING AND SCUTCHING BY MACHINERY.,

invasion under Hoche woke passions of cruelty and tyranny which
turned Ireland into a hell. Soldiers and yeomanry marched over
the country torturing and scourging the “croppies,” as the Irish
peasantry were called in derision from their short-cut hair, robbing,
ravishing, and murdering. Their outrages were sanctioned by the
landowners who formed the Irish Parliament in a Bill of
Indemnity, and protected for the future by an Insurrection Act.
Meanwhile .the United Irishmen prepared for an insurrection,
which was delayed by the failure of the French expeditions
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on which they counted for support, and above all by the victory of
Camperdown. Atrocities were answered by atrocities whcn‘thc
revolt at last broke out in 1798. ILoyalists were lashed and
tortured in their turn, and every soldier taken was butchered
without mercy. The rebels however no sooner mustered fourteen
thousand men strong in a camp on Vinegar Hill, near Enniscorthy,
than the camp was stormed by the English troops, and the revolt
utterly suppressed. The suppression came only just in time
to prevent greater disasters. A few weeks after the close of the

SPINNING—REELING WITH THE CLOCK-REEL—BOILING YARN,

‘rebellion nine hundred French soldiers under General Humbert
landed in Mayo, broke a force of thrice their number in a battle at
Castlebar, and only surrendered when the Lord-Lieutenant, Lord
Cornwallis, faced them with thirty thousand men. Pitt’s disgust
at “ the bigoted fury of Irish Protestants ” backed Lord Cornwallis
in checking the reprisals of his troops and of the Orangemen ; but
the hideous cruelty which' he was forced to witness brought about
a firm resolve to put an end to the farce of *Independence,”
which left Ireland helpless in such hands. The political necessity
for a union of the two islands had been brought home to every
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English statesman by the course of the Irish Parliament during
the disputes over the Regency; for while England repelled the
claims of the Prince of Wales to the Regency as of right, the
legislature of Ireland admitted them. As the only union left
between the two peoples was their obedience to a common ruler,
such” an act might conceivably have ended in their entire
severance ; and the sense of this danger secured a welcome
in England for Pitt’s proposal to unite the two Parliaments. The

WINDING—WARPING— WEAVING.

opposition of the Irish boroughmongers was naturally stubborn
and determined. But with them it was a sheer question of gold ;
and their assent was bought with a million in money, and with a
liberal distribution of pensions and peerages. Base and shameless
as were such means, Pitt may fairly plead that they were the only
means by which the bill for the Union could have been passed.
As the matter was finally arranged in June 1800, one hundred
Irish members became part of the House of Commons at
Westminster, and twenty-eight temporal with four spiritual peers,
chosen for life by their fellows, took their seats in the House
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of Lords. Commerce between the two countries was freed from
all restrictions, and every trading privilege of the one thrown
open to the other ; while taxation was proportionately distributed
between the two peoples.

The lavish creation of peers which formed a part of the price
paid for the Union of Ireland brought about a practical change in
our constitution. Few bodies have varied more in the number of

their members than the House of Lords. At the close of the Wars

WASH MILL—RUBBING BOARDS—BEETLING ENGINE (FOR GLAZING)—BOILING-HOUSE,

“of the Roses the lay lords who remained numbered fifty-two ; in
Elizabeth’s reign they numbered only sixty ; the prodigal creations
of the Stuarts raised them to one hundred and seventy-six. At
this point, however, they practically remained stationary during
the reigns of the first two Georges ; and, as we have seen, only the
dogged opposition of Walpole prevented Lord Stanhope from
limiting the peerage to the number it had at that time reached.
Mischievous as such a measure would have been, it would at any
rate have prevented the lavish creation of peerages on which
George the Third relied in the early days of his reign as one of his
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means of breaking up the party government which restrained him.
But what was with the King a mere means of corruption became
with Pitt a settled purpose of bringing the peerage into closer
relations with the landowning and opulent classes, and rendering
the Crown independent of factious combinations among the
existing peers. While himself disdainful of hereditary honours, he
lavished them as no Minister had lavished them before. In his
first five years of rule he created forty-eight new peers. In two
later years alone, 1796-7, he created thirty-five. - By 1801 the

WET AND DRY BLEACHING—BLEACH-MILL.

peerages which were the price of the Union with Ireland had
helped to raise his creations to upwards of one hundred and forty.
So busily was his example followed by his successors that at the
end of George the Third's reign the number of hereditary peers
had become double what it was at his accession. The whole

* character of the House of Lords was changed. Up to this time it

had been a small assembly of great nobles, bound together by
family or party ties into a distinct power in the State. From this
time it became the stronghold of property, the representative of
the great estates and great fortunes which the vast increase of
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English wealth was building up. For the first time, too, in our
history it became the distinctly conservative element in our
constitution. The full import of Pitt’s changes has still to be
revealed, but in some ways their results have been clearly marked.
The larger number of the peerage, though due to the will of the
Crown, has practically freed the House from any influence which
the Crown can exert by the distribution of honours. This change,
since the powen of the Crown has been practically wielded by the
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LAPPING-ROOM— MEASURING—CRISPING—FOLDING.

House of Commons, has rendered it far harder to reconcile the
free action of the Lords with the regular working of constitutional
government. On the other hand, the increased number of its
members has rendered the House more responsive to public
opinion, when public opinion is strongly pronounced ; and the
political tact which is inherent in great aristocratic assemblies has
hitherto prevented any collision with the Lower House from
being pushed to an irreconcilable quarrel.

But the legislative union of the two countries was only part of

the plan which Pitt had_ conceived for the conciliation of Ireland.
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With the conclusion of the Union his projects of free trade between
the countries, which had been defeated a few years back, came into
play ; and in spite of insufficient capital and social disturbance the
growth of the trade, shipping, and manufactures of Ireland has
gone steadily on from that time to this. The change . which
brought Ireland directly under the common Parliament was
followed too by a gradual revision of its oppressive laws, and an
amendment in their administration ; taxation was Jightened, and
a faint beginning made of public instruction. But in Pitt’s mind

BROWN LINEN MARKET, BANBRIDGE.,

the great means of conciliation was the concession of religious
equality. In proposing to the English Parliament the union of
the two countries he pointed out that when thus joined to a
Protestant country like England all danger of a Catholic suprcma{cy
in Ireland, should Catholic disabilities be removed, would be
practically at an end ; and had suggested that in such a casc “an
effectual and adequate provision for the Catholic clergy ” would be
a security for their loyalty. His words gave strength to the hopes
of “ Catholic Emancipation,” or the removal of what remained of
the civil disabilities of Catholics, which were held out by the

o
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. viceroy, Lord Castlereagh, in Ireland itself, as a means of hmdermg
any opposition to the project of Union on the part of the Catholics.
It was agreed on all sides that their opposition would have secured
its defeat ; but no Catholic opposition showed itself, After the
passing of the bill, Pitt prepared to lay before the Cabinet a
measure which would have raised the Irish Catholic to perfect
equality of civil rights. He proposed to remove all religious tests
which limited®the exercise of the franchise, or were required for
admission to Parliament, the magistracy, the bar, municipal offices,
or posts in the army, or the service of the State. An oath of
allegiance and of fidelity to the Constitution was substituted for the
Sacramental test ; while the loyalty of the Catholic and Dissenting
clergy was secured by a grant of some provision to both by the
State. To win over the Episcopal Church, measures were added
for strengthening its means of discipline, and for increasing the
stipends of its poorer ministers. A commutation of tithes was to
remove a constant source of quarrel in Ireland between the
Protestant clergy and the Irish people. The scheme was too large
and statesmanlike to secure the immediate assent of the Cabinet ;
and before that assent could be won the plan was communicated
through the treachery of the Chancellor, Lord Loughborough, to
George the Third. “I count any man my personal enemy,” the
King broke out angrily to Dundas, “who proposes any such
measure.” Pitt answered this outburst by submitting his whole
plan to the King. “ The political circumstances under which the
exclusive laws originated,” he wrote, “arising ecither from the con-
flicting powers of hostile and nearly balanced sects, from the
apprehension of a Popish Queen as successor, a disputed succession

and a foreign pretender, a division in Europe between Catholic and:

Protestant Powers, are no longer applicable to the present state of
things.” But argument was wasted upon George the Third. In
spite of the decision of the lawyers whom he consulted, the King
held himself bound by his Coronation Oath to maintain the tests.
On this point his bigotry was at one with the bigotry of the bulk
of his subjects, as well as with their political distrust of Catholics
and Irishmen; and his obstinacy was strengthened by a knowledge
that his refusal must drive Pitt from office. In February 1801, the
month of the Peace of Luneville, Pitt resigned, and was succeeded
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by the Speaker of the House of Commons, Mr. Addington, a \',y;eak-
and narrow-minded man, and as bigoted as the King himself. Of

‘Lord Hawkesbury, who succeeded Lord Grenville in the conduct -

of foreign affairs, nothing was known outside the House of
Commons. : ;
It was with anxiety that England found itself guided by men
like these at a time when every hour brought darker news. The
scarcity of bread was mounting to a famine. Taxes were raised
anew, and yet the loan for the year amounted to five and twenty
millions. The country stood utterly alone; while the peace of
Luneville secured France from all hostility on the Continent. And
it was soon plain that this peace was only the first step in a new
pulicy on the part of the First Consul. “What he had done was to
free his hands for a decisive conflict with Britain itself, both as a
world-power and as a centre of wealth. England was at once the
carrier of European commerce, and the workshop of European
manufactures. While her mines, her looms, her steam-engines,
were giving her almost a monopoly of industrial production, the
carrying trade of France and Holland alike had been transferred to
the British flag, and the conquest. during the war of their richer
settlements had thrown into British hands the whole colonial trade
of the world. In his gigantic project of a “ Continental System”
the aim of Buonaparte was to strike at the trade of England by
closing the ports of Europe against her ships. By a league of the
Northern powers he sought to wrest from her the command of the
seas. Denmark and Sweden, who resented the severity with which
Britain enforced that right of search which had brought about
their armed neutrality at the close of the American war, were
enlisted in a league of neutrals which was in effect a declaration of
war against England, and which Prussia was prepared to join.
The Czar Paul of Russia on his side saw in the power of Britain
the chief obstacle to his designs upon Turkey. A squabble over
Malta, which had been taken from the Knights of St. John by
Buonaparte on his way to Egypt, and had ever since been
blockaded by English ships, but whose possession the Czar claimed
as his own on the ground of an alleged election as Grand Mg.ster i
of the Order, served him as a pretext for a quarrel with England,
and Paul openly prepared for hostilities. It was plain that as soon
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as spring opened the Baltic, the fleets of Russia, Sweden, and
Denmark would act in practical union with those of France and
Spain. But dexterous as the combination was it was shattered at
a blow. In April a British fleet appeared before Copenhagen, and
after a desperate struggle silenced the Danish batteries, captured
six Danish ships, and forced Denmark to conclude an armistice
which enabled English ships to enter the Baltic. The Northern
Coalition too was broken up by the death of the Czar. In June a
Convention between England and Russia settled the vexed ques-
tions of the right of search and contraband of war, and this Con-
vention was accepted by Sweden and Denmark. Meanwhile, at
the very moment of the attack on Copenhagen, a stroke as effective

MEDAL GIVEN TO INDIAN TROOPS FOR VICTORIES IN EGYPT, 1801
Tancred, ** Historical Record of Medals.”

had wrecked the projects of Buonaparte in the East. The
surrender of Malta to the English fleet left England the mistress
- of the Mediterranean ; and from Malta she now turned to Egypt
itself. A force of 15000 men under General Abercromby
anchored in Aboukir Bay. The French troops that Buonaparte
had left in Egypt rapidly concentrated, and on the 21st of March
their general attacked the English army. After a stubborn battle,
in which Abercromby fell mortally wounded, the French drew off
with heavy loss ; and at the close of June the capitulation of the
13,000 soldiers who remained closed the French rule over Egypt.
Both parties in this gigantic struggle however were at last
anxious to suspend the war. It was to give time for such an
organization of France and its resources as might enable him to
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reopen the struggle with other chances of success that Buonaparte
opened negotiations for peace at the close of 1801. His offers
were at once met by the English Government. The terms of the
Peace of Amiens, which was concluded in March 1802, were
necessarily simple, for England had no claim to interfere with the
settlement of the Continent. France promised to retire from
Southern Italy, and to leave to themselves the republics it had
set up along its border in Holland, Switzerland, and Piedmont.
England rcco{;nizcd the French Government, gave up her newly

B

conquered colonies save Ceylon and Trinidad, acknowledged the

MALTA.
After ]. M. W. Turner.

“lonian Islands as a free Republic, and engaged to replace the
Knights of St. John in the isle of Malta. There was a gencral
sense of relief at the close of the long struggle; and the new
French ambassador was drawn in triumph on his arrival through
the streets of London. But shrewd observers saw the dangers that
lay in the temper of the First Consul. Whatever had been the
errors of the French revolutionists, even their worst attacks on the
independence of the nations around them had been veiled by a
vague notion of freeing the peoples whom they invaded from the

- yoke of their rulers. But the aim of Buonaparte was simply that
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of a vulgar conquerdr. He was resolute to be master of the
Western world, and no notions of popular freedom or sense of
national right interfered with his resolve. The means at his
command were immense. The political life of the Revolution had
been cut short by his military despotism, but the new social vigour
which it had given to France through the abolition of privileges
and the creation of a new middle class on the ruins of the elergy
and the nobles %till lived on.. While the dissensions which tore
France asunder were hushed by the policy of the First Consul,
by his restoration of the Church as a religious power, his recall of
the exiles, and the economy and wise administration which
distinguishéd his rule, the centralized system of government be-
queathed by the Monarchy to the Revolution, and by the Revolu-
tion to Buonaparte, enabled him easily to seize this national vigour
for the profit of his own despotism. The exhaustion of the
brilliant hopes raised by the Revolution, the craving for public
order, .the smilitary enthusiasm and the impulse of a new glory
given by the wonderful victories France had won, made a Tyranny
possible ; and in the hands of Buonaparte this tyranny was
supported by a secret police, by the suppression of the press and
of all-freedom of opinion, and above all by the iron will and
immense ability of the First Consul himself. Once chosen Consul
for life, he felt himself secure at home, and turned restlessly to the
work of outer aggression. The pledges given at Amicns were set
aside. - The republics established on the borders of France were
brought into mere dependence on his will. Piedmont and Parma
were annexed to France ; and a French army occupied Switzerland.
The temperate protests of the English Government were answered
by demands for the expulsmn of the French exiles who had been
llvmg in England ever since the Revolution, and for its surrender
of Malta, which was retained till some security could be devised
dgafnst a fresh seizure of the island by the French fleet. It was
plain- tha‘t a struggle was inevitable ; huge armaments were pre-
paring in the French ports, and a new activity was seen in those of
g 59319 In M - 1803 the British Government anticipated Buona-
- parte’s attack by a declaration of war.

" The W h only quickened Buonaparte’s resolve to attack the

%qémy #deine.‘ The dxﬁicultnes in his way he set contemptuously
i o8 5Z.3
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aside. “ Fifteen millions of people,” he said, in allusion to the dis- sec. 1v

proportion between the population of England and France, “must _ Tue

War wiTH

give way to forty millions ;” and an in- Fraxce
" " . 1793
vasion of England itself was planned on éu’
1815

a gigantic scale. A camp of one hun- —
dred thousand men was formed at Bou- Caz;ll}far
W2 logne, and a host of flat-bottomed boats 2°%/8%e
gathered for their conveyance across the
Channel. The peril of the nation forced
Addington from office and recalled Pitt

to power. His health was broken, and
Ao mataene T as the days went by his appearance be-

came so haggard and depressed that it
was plain death was drawing near. But dying as he really was,
the nation clung to him with all its old faith. He was still
the representative of national union; and he proposed to include
Fox and the leading Whigs in his new ministry, but he was foiled
by the bigotry of the King ; and the refusal of Lord Grenville and
of Windham to take office without Fox, as well as the loss of his

post at a later time by his ablest supporter, Dandas, left him almost
alone.  But lonely as he was, he faced difficulty and danger with
the same courage as of old. The invasion seemed imminent when
Buonaparte, who now assumed. ‘the title of the Emperor Napoleon,
appeared in the camp at Boulogne. “Let us be masters of the
' Channel for
six hours,” he
is reported to
havesaid,“and
we are masters
of the world.”
A skilfully
combined

plan by which
MEDAL STRUCK BY NAPOLEON IN ANTICIPATION OF the British
INVASTON OF ENGLAND, &

fleect would
have been divided, while the whole French navy was concentrated in
the Channel, was delayed by the death of the admiral destined to

execute it. But the alliance with Spain placed the Spanish fleet at
. »
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