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NOT" 

IT was my husband 's ambition to be the historian of London in the Nineteenth 

Century, just as Stow had been in tht! SiX1CCnlh Ct.:11lury; and he projected" The 

Survey of London," which was to be a record of the greatest, bu~iesl, most wealthy, 

mos t populous Cil)' in the whole world. as it was from cent ury to ccntury, and as 

it is at present. 

For this great enterprise he had secured the co-~pt:ralion of many experts in 

the various specia l departments of London lift: and London work. but had retained 

for his own pen the writing of tht: general history of London. 

This ~ec lion forms the large r portion of Ihe whole work, and he had practically 

completed it before his death. It represents tht: continuous labour of over five 

years and the active resea rch of half a lifetime. He was wont to refer to it as , 
his magnum OP"S, and it was the work by which he himself most desir~d to be 

remembered by POSlt::ritr. 

From this History as a wholl!, the portion relating to the Eighteenth Century 

has been cho~en for prest:1ll publication, not onl)' 011 account of its intrinsic interest, 

but also because of the fascination that the period had for the author. It wi Ii, I 

think, be pleasing to most readers to find that so much space has been devoted to 

the Social Life of the period; in fact, the book may be regarded as a social picture 

of London III the Elgnteenth Century, rather than as a detailed history. 

The work is given to the world as my husband left it. and I am content to think 

that his labour has not been wholly in vain. 

MARY GARRATT BE ANT. 
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PRE FACE 

\¥ITH the accession of the H ouse of Brunswick the necessity of writing a continuous 

narrat ive of events in London practically ceases. The Constitution of the Cit}, is 

fixed; there will be no more alterations for a hundred rears am\ Illorc; the points 

wh ich arise for dispu te a rc of minor importance (such as the question whethe r the 

law costs of Alderme n in lawsuits are to be paid Out of the City Chest); there will 

be no more suppressions of the Charter; no morc praying the K ing to grant. 

out of his great benevolence, a new one; then: will .be no more plitling up, or 

pull ing down, of l\ Ja}'ors a nd Sheriffs br the King: the rights, privileges, and 

liberties of the City are Sl!cure; and with them those of all other cities in the 

realm, and those of cities ),et unborn. 

In religion. toler:l.tion at least is won; complete equality has yet to be won. 

BUl, on the whole, the old battles are foug lll out and vic tory is won. Even George 

the Third, in his mOSl ambitious dreams of extended pn,; rogative, lcit the City 

undistu rbed. 

T he s truggle for liberty is not, it is lru t.: , completed : the House of Commons 

has not yet become the voice of the peoph.:. B tH the enemy of liberty is no longer 

ei ther K ing or Baron: it is a compact body, part in the Lords, pa rt in the 

Commons-represen ti ng few. indeed, of the old noble houses. which are mostly 

exti nct, bu t chiefl)' fo rmed of landowners who, during the last two hundred yea rs, 

have grown into s tre ng th and influence by the growth of their es ta tes, and have 

become a new a ristoc racy, not in the least rest:mbling the old class which has 

passed a way. 

Another reason wh y the history of London need be no longer contin uous IS 

the changed position of the C ity wi th rega rd to the Crown and politics. The K ing 

comes no more to the Ci ty for money. 

makes an a rrangeme nt with the Ba nk. 

Instead of borrowing of the Ci ty, he now 

T his fact, coupled with that of the g rea tly 
vii 



VII! LONDON I N THE EIGHTEE NTI\ CENTUR·Y 

increased power of the Lower House, reduces the political importance of the Citr

if the City could be made to und t rstand this-to the expression of her represcnta.

tives in the House; the Ci ty sti ll preserves her ancient right of approaching the 

th rone, but. as we shall presently Jearn , [hal righ l now conveys with it no power at 

all, should the King th ink one way and the City another. 

The Survey of London during the eig hteenth century may be conveniently 

divided into subjects. Thus, I have considered the Cit)'-(i.) in connection with its 

ex tent, its appearance, its streets, its paving, lighting. wate r supply. means of inter

com munication. postal arrangel11elHS, improvemcnts. etc.; (i i.) in connection with 

church and chapel: (iii.) in connection with its government and iL'i trade; (iv.) in 

connection wi th its manners and customs; (v.) in connection with society and 

amusements; and (vi.) in con nection with crime, police, punishments, and prisons. 

1 have then ventured to select frolll the hi storical episodes of the century. and 

the events which belong to the nationa l hi story, those wh ich more peculiarly belong 

to London. I hope it will be found that the twent), episodes thus selected do 

. illustrate the condition of civic spirit and opin ion. They range from the Accession 

of George I. in 1715 to the Reform Act of ,832. T he)' arc intended to illustrare 

th~ advancc of trade; the condi tion of religion, educa tion. and charit), i the manners, 

cu,toms, and ideas of the tillle; and the aucmpts made by the cit izens to solve 

certain problems forced upon thei r considc:::ration in the most disagreeable manner 

pOlsible. These were problems connected with the order of the City; with the 

alarming growth of violence, disorder, and lawlessness showll in riots and robberies, 
• 

oll trages in the streets, and house robberies of the Illost da ring kInd committed in 

open da)', in the sight of heipless citi zens. The prevcntion of these deeds, the 

arrest and punishment of the criminals. will occupy a large part of our a ttention 

in the following pa.ges. 

In short , the conditions of life in th is celllury, with Illost of its difficulties and 

anxieties and complain ts. were ~sed upon this apparentl), insuperable trouble of 

the existence of a mob-brutal beyond all power of words to describc, or imagination 

to understnnd: so bestial that one is induced to th ink there has never befi:n in 

any town or in :my age a population which could compare with them. 

The passing of the Reform Bill in 18-J2, the introductiQIl or steamers on the sea, 

the beginning of milways on land, make so vast a break hJa(ween the first third and 
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the last two-thirds of the nineteenth century, that ' feel justified in considering the 

eighteenth century as lasting down to th~~ year 1837: in other words, there wcre so 

few changes. and these so slight, in manners, customs, or prevalent ideas be:ween 

' 700 and 1837. that we may consider the eighteenth cemury as continuing down to 

the beginning of the Vicloria~ era, when change after change-change in the 

constitulion. change in communica tions. chunge in the growth and ex tension of 

trade. change in religious thought. change in social s landarc1:i-in troduccd th<ll new 

time which we called the Nine teenth Cenlury. 

It will perhaps be asked why Literature has no place in these cbupti::f!>. The 

answer is that it has been thOllglH bes t nOt to confine the survey of literature il l 

London to the eighteen th cen tury, bUl to devote special chapte rs to these subjects in 

a more g-:: neral manne r, including the centuries befon.:: and the century after, por, if 

the sixteenth a nd !.cven teenth centu ries arc ri ch in information and suggestioll as • 
to topography. archi tec Hlre, historical c\'cnt s, literatim: of all kinds. trade and enter· 

prise. crime and jlLstict!, soc iety lllannen, and clls lom~ of all kinds, the cigh teenth 

century is far richer. I t is now nearly a qua rter of a century since I (irst embodied 

l11y s tudies of this cen tu ry ill lictioll (The [lwplol,1 oj Ihe Flat, Besant and Rice. 

1877). It is thirty years and mort: si nce I began to make nOleS on the social side 

of Landolt at this period, I f it wcrc relJui red to 1l:-LIllC authorities for an y s tatement 

advanced, or LO give reasons for an)' conclusion, I could 1I0 t, probabl)" do SU, 

s ince the authori ty wou ld lit: hidden in some obscure history or sOllle long. forgotten, 

tedious novel. 

mllst, howevt:r, acknowledge Ill}' obl igations to the lauer-the forgottl!ll, the 

thrice and four times ted ious novd of tht· eightcenth centu ry, Ont: may look in 

Fielding and in Smallen in vai n for all the details of socia l life, of manners and 

customs-detai ls beneath the notice of a pen which sought fo r broad e ffec ts and 

telling situations, and d id no t s toop to cit:lails of apparent unimportance. These I 

have found in the" twopenny bo." "; in the limbo of lost satires. forgon en poems, 

and novels whose authors are not known to It::cturers on the period, nor to professors 

of literature. Their works fi ll many shelves, the conten ts of which have all been 

marked and noted. There is nothing, I Illay safely say, more tedious than a bad 

novel of the eightee nth century. Th~re are many points noted in the followin.g 

J>dges for which the a uthori ty is a n all usion, or a s tatement, in one of these obscurities. 
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I f one may speak with some attempt at precision, it is necessary to name, fi rst 

of all, the common and obvious authorities, such as Slrype's SLOW, Maida ll'a, 

H arrison , Munday, Noorthouck , l\'lalcolm. Lysons. Pennant ; maps such as those of 

Ogilby, Rocque, and Slrype : volumes of special histories such as those of Clerken

well, Islington. and the suburbs: those of St. Paul's, as Longman and Sparrow 

impson ; on \VeslminslCr Abbey. as Stanley; of foundations, such as Brownlow on 

the Foundling. Nichols on S l. Katherine's -by-thl! -T ower, Lortie on tht: Savoy. 

Douthwaite on Gray's J nn ; those on London as a whole, or in part, by wri ters of 

the present century. as J. T. Sm ith. Leigh IlulH, Colquhoun. Hare, J esse. Brayley, 

Britton. Cunningham, J. R. Green, Henry Morlc), . l\'1ayhew, Thornbuqt, \\Talrord, 

Buckle. RenclJe. Corner. Milman, \"orlon; wi th others sti ll living, as Sharpe, 

Round, H ales, Wheatley, Loftie. \Vdch. Philip Norman. Price, GOl1lmc, Ordish, 

\Vorth ; pamphlets or all kinds; 1\155. sllch as those or Place in the British 

Museum ; d rawings and illustr<Hions such as those or H ogarth . SCO ll, the VcllIsla 

il10ttumi'lI/a, Strypc, l\lai tl and. Pennant, J. T. Smith. A rcher, \Vilkinson, the Crace 

Collection, and collec l ion~ rormed du ring llIany years by myself. 

These are some o( the au thorities (or a book on the Cit)' and its people during 

the eighteellth celllur)'. 

If a ny important work or name is omitted in the above list I beg tha t the 

omission may be excused as accicltmta l and not intentional. 

I have concluded the survey o( tht: century by a brief Chronicle o( the 

principal c"cnts. 
WALTER BESA NT . 

19°1 . 
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H I S T O RI CA L N(n 'ES 

UNDER the head of J l istory o r Il islorica! NOles, I ha\'c arranged a succession 

of episodes bt.:aring chicOy O Ll the connect ion of the City with the poli t ical cvt!nt!-; 

of tht: t ime. Th l,; social h islOry o f the citizen..; has Ot'{!11 In.;;"l.lcd in the chapters 

wh ic h [ollow these political nOles. 

I. - Ti l E GR EAT STOR~I or ')03 

T he Great S torm of Novembcr :!6-::!i. I i03. has happily had no succeSsor 111 

violence, as it had no predecessor. The hurricane SCc l11S to have been traced right 
across the continen t of Europe. I n the words of the h istorian ( I i69). it traversed 
E ng la nd . France. Gt.!fl1lany. and the Baltic. expendi ng itself at las t in the iccuergs of 
the north. I t is, howe\'er, dinicul1 to IIlldcrsl:J.nd the line which begins with England 

and goes on " through Frallci.: "nei (;(.: rman),." T he compile r of the book before Ille 

takes occasion to speak of olher g n.::at :o.lOrJll!': lhal of [095. whe n, it is absu rd ly said. 

the beams of the roof of SI. !\lary-le-How- ::>i feel long- were cmb<.odded ill lhe 
ground 23 feet deep, which i~ irnpos!>ible unless Chepe was a qlwgmire. 111 1362 

there was a great s torm in which mall)' :o. te(·plt.:!' and towe rs we re blown down; in 

1566 there was a s torm in which the wind bll!w open the western gales of Sl. Paul's; 
in 1607 there was a re markable ri !">i ng of lhe W:ltcrs and :tn inundation in the west o f 
E ng land; in 1626 there was a storm of thunder and ligh tning wi th a wa te r-spout o n 

the Thames; in 1658, on the day of Olive r Cromwell's death, there was a g reat sto rm 

over the whole of E urope; in 166 1 there was another which caused g rea t destruc

t ion of propen y. 
The fo llo wi ng is the accou nt given by the anOIl )'1ll0US writer of Tilt: S torm I 

ill 1703:-
.. The 26 th in the morning it cOntilllled to blow exceedi ng ha rd , but not to 

g ive apprehensions of dange r wit hi n doors; towud night it increased. Aboul ten 
the ba rome ters gave informat ion tha t the night would be very te mpestuous. the 
'mt!rcury !Oi nking lo we r tha n had been ohse r ved before. 

, Attrihllted 10 I). Defoe. 
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It did not blow so hard, t ill twelve o'clock at night. but that most families went 
lo·bed. though man}' of them with some concern at the terrible wind; but abou t one, 
Or at least by twO, few people, that were capable of any sense of clanger. were so 
hardy as to lie in bed i the fury of the tempest increased to stich degree, tha l most 
people expected the fall of thei r houses. 

And yet, in th is general apprehension. nobody clurst quit their lottering habita
tions; for whatever the danger was within doors. it was worse without; the bricks, 
til es, and stones, from the l OpS of the houses, flew with such force, and so thick in the 
streets, that no one though t fit to venture ou t. though their hOllses \vere nearly 
dcmolisht.:d. 

uch a shock was given to a well ·built brick house in tbe skirt s o f the city. by a 
stack of chimnies falli ng on the nex t houses, that the inhabitants imagined it was J USt 

comi ng clown upon their heads; but opening til(' door to a ltcmpt an escape into a 
garden, the danger wa" so apparen t that they all thought fi l to surrender to the dis
posal of Alm ighty I'rov icil:ncc, and C: .. p CCl their graves in the ru ins of their ho use, 
rather than mcet most certain destruction in the o pen gn rden; for, unless they could 

hnvc gone above 200 yards from any building, tht: re had been no security ; for the 
force of the wind blew the tiles poin t. blank, though thei r weigh t inclined them 
downward j and in several broau s treets, the windows were uroken by the fl ying o f 
t ile-sherds fro m the o the r ~ide, and, whe re there was room for them to liy, tiles wcre 
bl WII auove 30 or 40 yards. and stuck fro m 5 to S inches into the solid earth. 
I)ieces of timocr, iron, a nd ~het: ts or lead, fro m hig ht:r Luild ings, were blo wn much 
rarther. 

From two o'clock the s torm cominued n.nd increased till five in the. morning, and 
rrom five, till half :.IIl hour after six, it ulew with the greatest \·iolence. The fury of it 
was so exceed ing g rea t for that pa rticular hour and hair, that had it not <lbatcd, 
nothing could have withstood its violence much longer . 

• A'Nlt'r was 4nrmm I Ifign' 1'./ Jud, dis/rill/jon, 
N",'sr In ('lIIjtlrtl , ,11/,/ "",,#ul,l '-I)Il\'I.'EN, 

• PMr r/,,"s IlIr lu'"r' .. ''''tllf IlI':tIrl ,.". /rllr ,/i:m:llllik 
11'''01 sl rr/lltl $11'/"1)['1', IUlti I"hm I//O/IIIII/inl Irrlll"lr.' '_H I ~~I ·. A PP. J I S. 

In thi s last part or the lime the greatest damage was done. Severhl ships thal 
rode it O,Ul Lill now gave up all: for no anchor could hold. . 

Even the ships in the rive r Thames we re all blown from their moorings; from 
Execution-dock to Limehollse-hole, t1lerc were but rour ships that rid it out ; the 
rest were d ri ven down illlo the bite, from Bell-wharf to Limehouse. wher~ they we re 
huddled togcther and drove on shore, he.ads and sterns, one upo n a nother, in such a 
manne r as anyone would have imagined impossible I The damage was incredible! 

T ogether with the viole nce of the wind. the darkness or the nig ht added to the 
te rror : as it was jusl new·moon, the spring-tides being then up about four o'clock, 
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made t~e vessels, which were ano:n in the river, drive the farth er up upon the shore. 
of all which there were vcr)' s trange instances! 

About eig ht in the morning it ceased so much that the fcars of the people were 
enough ab.,led to begin to pee p Ollt of their doors; but it is impossible to express lhe 
concern that appeared in every place! The dis trac tion and fury of the night WitS 

visible in e very face: and the firs t business was to "j :,i l and e nquire nftt::r friends ilnd 
relations. The nex t day or two was entirely spe nt in cllrio~ity in v iewi ng Ihe h.lvol-k 
the s torm h~d made, which was uni \'t:: rsa l in London and the oll l-parts," 

He proceeds to speak of the dam .. gc done in London :-
" The streets were covered with the slates and ti les from lht.! roofs; practicallY:111 

the roofs in Lo ndon wcre s tripped of t heir t il\.!S; so grea l was the dema nd tha l lhe 
price of tiles went up from Z I S. to I 2OS, per thOllS;lIl d, wh ile brickl:tyt:rs' labour rose to 

55, a day, All the wimer long a g rem l1u mlx:r of houses remained unc(lVered and 
exposed to the wet ,lIl d cold , while :1 g reat m:1ll) bu ildi ngs, sllch as Ch ris t's I lo~pital, 

the T emple, Aske's Hospital. H axton, and o th er"i, were covcrcd with dcallJoards, a nd 
so continued for some yea rs, 

An imlllense number o f chilllu ies wc rc blo wn down, rm1ny of t hem fall ing upon 
the houses and wrecking them ; two thousand s tacks of chim neys wcre thus del:> tt'oyecl ; 
aboUl twenty houses were blown do wn bodi ly: t ht.! It:ad on the roofs of churches was 
sim ply rolk-cl up like skins of parchmellt ; \\'eslln insler AlJl..Il'Y. ;ull ong other churc hes, 
thus lost ils Ic.'\(\en roof ; a g reat man y turrets on churches we rt! blown do wn : ;10 

e normous number of trees: some thirt), or fo r'ty persons were known to have bec.:: n 
killed, .tnc! twO hundred maimed ami wounded ; the gua rd -house a t Wh itehall wns 
blow II down a nd !l im.: soldiers injured. but nonc kil l!.:d , T he damage done fO the 
shipp ing was be)'ond the powet of ca1clli.aion; in the ri ver the ca bles and ;lIlcho rs 
g ave w:ly and the sh ips, breaking loqsc. drove .r bom the ri n :r and agai ns t each 
other, a nd o n shore one upo n the other. 

The force of the wind had driven them !,() into one another, a rid blid them so 
upon ant:: another. as it were in hea ps. that the whol!.: world rna)' Lx.: safdy defied to 
do the like. Those who vie wed the place and po~t urc of the \ esscls, the nex t day, 

imagined their s ituation impossible to dcseribL' . There lay. by lhe bC!:i t •. ccoum 
could be ta ke n. ncar seven hund red sail of ships. some vcry g real oncs, between 

Shadwell and Lime·house inclus ive; the postun' is nOt to he imagint::d bUl by those 
who saw it ; so me vessels lay heeli ng off, with t ht! bow o f another ship over her 
waist, nnd the stem of another upon her foreca s tle; the boltsprits of some dro ve into 
the cabin windows of others ; some lay with their s Ie ms turned up so hig h, that the 
tide flowed into their rorccas l1c:s before they could come to rights ; some lay so 
Icaning ulJOn others, that the undermost vessels would s ink before the other could , 
float; the number of "mSlS, boltsprits. anrl yards. split and broke; the litaving heads, 
stern:: and carved work; tearing and destruction or rigging ; squeez ing boats to pieces 
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between the ships, could not be reckoned. There was hardly a vesse l to be seen 
thaI had not suffered some damage, in one or a ll those anicles. 

Several vessels w(:! rc sunk in. the hurry, bu t as they were generally light ships, 
the damage was chien), Lu the vc .. sds, uu t there were twO ships sunk with g reat 
quantity of goods on board: the Russel galley OIl Limehouse, laden with bale goods for 
the Strciglus. and t1w Sarah ga llcy laden fo r Leghorn. sunk at an anchor at Black
wall; she W,IS aftc r \\,<lt d weighed and brought on shon..:, yet her back was broke. and 

so otherwise disaLlcd that !)hc was Ilc,'cr aft erward fit for the sea, There were 
several men drownt:d in the twC) laSl-men ti olll:d ships. 

Near Gravesend several ships drove on shore below Tilburr-forl, among the m, 

five bound for d1<.: ' '''est I ndies, but <\5 the shore is ous)' and soft, th t:: vessels sat 

upri g ht and cas)' ; the high tides which followed , and were the ru in of so many in 

o ther places, wc re the deliverance of all these ships, whose lading and value were 

very grea t. for the tide ris ing to an unusual height, floated them all off, and tht: 

damage was not so g reat as was l!xpecu;d. 

An account of the loss and particulars rela ti ng to the small craft in the riv cr, 

wcre impossible to colll!cl. otherwise than by [;·j·IH!rals. 

The waH.!rl1lt'n reckoned abovc fivc hundred wherries lust. Illost of which werc 

not sunk only, hilt d.tshcd to pil!CC5 against l'ach otht:· r. or against the ships and 

shores where they lay. Ship uoals withollt IllJllll.>er wcrt.: dri\'c ll alJolll in I;\'er)' 

corner, Slink and stan::d ; of which about three hundred wen,,' supposed to be lost. 

Above six t), barges alld lighters werc fotlnd dri"en foul of the bridge, ami s ixty more 

Slink or staved between the bridge a nd Ila llllllersmith. Abundance of lighte rs and 

barg'es drove CJuite through the bridge, and LOok the ir fate bdow, whe reof many 
were lost." 

II.- T I IE ACCESS ION OF GEORGE I. 

T HE City received K illg George on his ;IITival with loY,llty designed ly exaggerated, 

in ordc l" to show Jacobites on how solid a foundation the thro ne rested, their own 

dclusioll~ and illusions notwithstandin~. The Jacobites. however, knowing what 

was coming, we re nOl persuaded" T he or<:It!r of the procession reads like a reception 
of Richard the Second, so stately and so magnificent was it. 

Tht! loyal addresses of th t:: City, and II is Majest)"s grac ious reply, lIlay be taken 
here as read. 

t\Iore assurances of loyah)' on the one hanel" and of grace and favour on the 

olher, followed when, on Lord l\1 ~lyor's Day, the Ki ng and th t:: Prince and Princess 

of Wall!s dined with the City at the Guildhall. The Ki ng o n this occasion gave 

[1000 for the relie f of poor debtors. It W~tS a picturesque form of charity, usua l 
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and c:\P<"ctcc! when the King dined in the Ci t),. On January 20, 1715. a day of 
rejoicing for the King's accession was :lppoiIllCd. 

Earl)' in the same year the ci ti z{;Il!o of London look the \'(:f) unuO:;l1al ~l 'p. \\ hich 
attcrwanJ s WC'II1IC 1110rc com mOil, o f drawing lip ;1 tabk: of il1~trtl(tinns for du:ir 
rcprc!>Cllt.llivc!-> ill the I louse, The), \\L"rc ordered 10 .Isk and to LI<;ccrtain . by 
"ho!>c advict: every thing hiu1 bC('1\ dom' durin!:! the I.lst five re.lfs." It i ... 110t, 

ho\\c\'cr, s ialed \\Iu::thl'r slIch inquiri l!s n !s llllCd in an} informati(lI\, (If \\hl'lh~r tllt·y 
were cV 'r llladc. The Rd.x.: llioll of the S. IIllC rCdr probably made it incolln.: nil' 1I1 

to raise the quest ion as to the Queen's advisers during lilt' (unlit'" reign. 

\I,,, ~" ,,,.If,q .... " H •• 

Th t.!rt.! \\l: rt' ~o maTlY J.lcoLitc!), l'rofc!-o!-ol'd III' MI~ l jc{"tcd. in thl ' Cit). thilt grt!at 
illlxit,t)' prc\,;,ilcd whcn the RdJt!lIiol1 hrokc (lut a ... lO tllcir 1'0\\ l' r and their lint' of 
.action. T he City, through it:, Corporation. pr(jfl' ... ~cd a ~il1cl'rc 10):lI t), OInt! promi!>cd 
to suppress an)' seditious attempts or tumultuOth ri ... ing-s. None. howc\'er, (If all)' 

importance occurrt:d, ProiJ:,bl)' the Jacobites were cuw(·d hy the s trength of the 
Loyalists. Several persons, including the Earl of Oxfonl, J.f\rd Pow is, the Earl CJf 
Scarsdale. and Sir William \ Vrndham. were sent to the T owcr, ;lIll1 certain members 
of the Iiousl: of Commons wen! commiued to custod),. Three Illen \H:re hanged 
at Tyburn for en lis ting recruits for the Pretender; three more wcre executed in the 
same place for hIgh treason, After ltw slIppression of the Rl!bellion the c.h id 
prisoners " c rc brougbt to London and, lx:ing pin ioned at Barnct, "erc ignominious!), 
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led through the streets, to the confusion and rage of th~ Jacobi tcs. The Lords 
Wl'rc sent to the T ower; the rcs t to Newgulc. the Fleet, and the Marshalsea. 
Lords Derwentwater and Kenmurc were executed on 24th February '716; Lord 
Nithsd:.tlc escaped; General Forster escaped ; the es tates of Lord Dcrwcntwatc.r 
were appropriated to Greenwich Hospi,al. 

III. - TI-I E SOUTH SEA IlU BBLE 

The amazing hislory of the Somh Se;l Bubble h;lS been narrated by lIlany 
write rs. I t must be tOld here with brevity. 

What was the South Sea Company, and what were its aims? It \ ... ·a5 a trading 
company formed in the year 171 I with the object of trading with Spanish America, 
i.e. Cemral and South America, if, which wa~ uncertain, the SpaJl.ianls 'l.CJou/d pcrmi/ 
all.)I joreiglL t rade in. their possessioll-s. Aftcr the Treaty of Utrecht some limited 
rig ills of trade were conceded. The .. e rights were so limitcd that lhey cannot in the 
slightest degree account for the mad ness and hlind possession with which the people. 
like the s wine. rushed down a steep place into the sea. Indeed. without the clearest 
ev idence, it would be diffi cult to bel ieve the wild rush which followed, were it not for 
lhe example of a similar rush for shares which happened in Frnncc in the year 1719. 
That rush was followed, as in London. by a panic. Uut before the panic had w!:!ll 
begun in Paris, the French example was followed in London. 

Nobody knows exac tl y whm strange exaggerations, whal strange beliefs, what 
rumours and reports. enabled the people to belicve in the Mississippi and the South 
SC.l schemcs. T o the French Company a vast country, called Louisiana, lying west 
of the Mississij')pi, was assigned. To the lauer, nothing but an ex tremely limited per
mission or privilege to trade. Even if we take imo account the profound ignorance of 
Eng lishmen as to the geography, the ex tent, the resources, of South America, it is 
wonderful that they should dre~1Il1 of inexhausti ble mines of wcallh to be got at when 
the Spaniards during two hundred years had found no such mines. Probably they did 
not estimale Ihe South Sea Company in this way; they regarded its shares like the 
shares of all the smaller bubbles, just as b means of making money by buying cheal' 
and selling d~ar.. The..: whole world was engaged in a cut-th roat conspiracy to run 
up lhe..: prices or shares-of all shares; if was as if we wt:re all, at Ihe present day. 
to turn gamblers ane\ promoters of bogus companies. 

" There is A Sulr \I'here thO\lsandl (ell ; 
I\crc all the hold I\dvcnlUrc,.. ClmJ(l ; 

A nnl'f'Ov, sound, though 'dup in htJI ; 
'Change Allc)' I i l the dread(ul name!' 

All the stocks wenl up- daily they climbed higber. The South Sea stock led the 
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way; it rose until it reached and passed 1000. Other slmrcs went up in like manner. 
All classes rushed headlong into the pursuit of sudden and, if they knew it, iII -gollen 
wealth. Threadnecdle Street and Change Alley were turned into counting-houses 
a nd blocked with desks and clerks. It was said that the King himself did not disdain 
to " affic in the shares; hi s twO mistresses, it was notorious. made fortunes by their 
ga ins: the Prince of \Vales was Governor of one I,.ompany, by which he m:'lde 
£60,000; the Dukes of Buckingham :lnd Chandos di rected two other companies; 
noble lords and g rC.1. 1 ladies jostled pelt)' cle rks and hucksters in Threadneedlc 
Street. The usual effects of innation were observed. Swift is told by the Duchess 
of Ormond that the King adopts the South Sea and calls it his bclo,'cd child . . , 
thal some of her friends arc deep in it. a nd she wishes that ,. Swift was too," Prior 
says : .. I am lost in the South Sea; the roaring of the waves ~lncl the madness of the 
people are justly put together. It is all wilder than Sl. An thony's dream," Smollelt 
writes: c. Luxury, vice, and profligacy increased to a shocking deg ree. The "dven· 
tlIrers, inlQxicatt.'d by thei r imaginary weahh, pampered thcmselves with the rarcst 
dainties and the most costly wines ; they purchased the most sumptuous furn iture, 
eq uip<lge, and apparel, though with no taste or d isce rnment: T heir criminal passions 
were indulged to a scandalous excess, and the ir discoursc evi nced the Illost disgusting 
pride, insoiC;!Jlcc, and ostenta tio n. , . , All part y distinctions, religion, sex. chnracte r, 
and position, were s wallowed in thi s yawni ng abyss, 0 1' in some s imilar mo ney trap, 
Gambling was the sole profession." 

Again, in the L ondo" Jourllal, it is stated ;-

"The hurry of slock- johbinit bubbles has lx,'cn 10 gr.: ... t this week as to exceed nit ever known, 
Nothing lml rJllnin& nlxmt from coffee-house to coffl.'C'hoo.!>e. and ~ubscribing without know;nl! what tht: 
proposals were, T he c.:onstant cry was, • For God's 5.'1ke let us aub5Crii)e 10 sonlcthing ; we doo', CIlre 
..... hat it is, '" 

The cralC was not withou t its s.1.lirisls and poels,;-

" In Londnn stands n rnmoUli Jlile, 
And near Ihn\ I)ile an Aile)'. 

Where IIIl:rr)' c:rowd5 for riche.. wil. 
And willdom ' 10(1)5 10 full )', 

Here Slars and garlen. 100 :lIlIIClU 
A'1I011!; our herds, the I1lIhhl[' : 

To bll)' and Kll, \0 !let: :U1U heM, 
The Jewl IIlId Ccmilel Sl.juabble. 

Our 8'rcat~M L, .. hes hither CO"'I!. 
And Illy ;1\ ebarlQ1s daily: 

Or p.'lwn their jco:wel" COf a tum 
To \CJlture ;n the Alley, 

l..ollghe:ua may thrh"e by wher I'1I1es 
lkeause they th ink and drink nQt i 

Rut htadlonga lU'f: our Ih,i,ing Cool ~. 
Who (lil ly drink and think nOI. 
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What need k",e we of Judean wealth, 
Or cOtnmcr« with 4Ur neighboul'J? 

Our constitution is in health, 
And richu crown our labours. 

Our South SC.1 ahi]" have Kolden shrouds, 
They bring Ul> "'e:llth-' tis granted; 

Hut IOOUe these trealuru in the clouds, 
To hid!! it till 'lis wanted" 

The collapse of everything, when all the bubbles burst at oncc, and the South Sea 
stock, which had reached 11 00, sunk to 135. was overwhelming. A g reat national 
disaster, it was discovered, had been brought abou t by the madness of that summer. 
Ruin and bankruptcy were; universal. Then came the inevitable cry against the 
Directors, One does not understand how far they were simply borne along with the 
stream. Did they by :.my false represen taLions or needless promises crea te the rush? 
Did they by any words of caUlion try to diminish the madness? No reproaches, 
however, were too bad for the Directors. Lord Molesworth said in the House that 
they ought to be tied in a sack and thrown into the sea. Two of them, Jacob 
Saw bridge and Sir Theodore Janssen, were expp llcd thl! House and committed to 
.he Tower, while their firm- -Jallssen was a partner of Sawbridge-had to disgorge 
c. quarter of a million. The Earl of Sunderland, rirs( Commissioner of the Treasury, 
resigned on being charged with receiving £50,000 stock without any consideration. 
Craggs, Secrctary of State, and Aislabie, Chancellor of the Exchequer, were c 11 · 

victey of taking hribes. Craggs died of smallpox during the inquiry, but his estate 
\\<lS confiscated. Aislabie was senllO the T ower. Gibbon's grandfather, one of the 
Il ircctors, h,lcl to give up £50.000 out of an estate worth no more than £60,000. 
'1 he final collapse of the South Sea scheme was really brought about, or haslenccl, 
b~r t~e action of the Directors themselves ill calling for the prosecution of otht:r 
bubbles. The smaller bubbles hur:st as soon as they were pricked; with them burst, 
to tbeir dismay, the great Bubble itsclf. The Direc tors fell into poverty and 
ob5curity i some of them into absolute povert),. John Law himself, the g reat leader 
of Rainbow Finance, died in want a fc,w years later. Some or them found the l11 -

• selves, after all their grandeur, in a debtor's prison. 

" IJchold a poor dejected wrelch, 
Who kept a Soulh SeR ctJ.1ch Or IlIle, 

And now IS !;Iad to humbly catch 
A penny nt the prison b'lliC. 

Fools IMt whve the Directors ~On, 
And now the poor Directors IOJfe • 

And where the South Sea slOck will run, 
Old Nick, the first projector, k ilOWL" 

Some. of course, were fortunate in their cleal ings. Among them was Guy, the 
bookseller, at the corner of Lombard Street and Comhill . A part, not al1, of his 
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fortune was made by lucky speculation in this stock. Among those who lost were 
Gay, the poet, who had £ 1000 in South Seu slock, which rose to "'O,OCIO; he was 
advised to sell out, but would nOt , in consequence of wh ich he lost ~c whole. The 
Duke of Chandas had £300,000; he, too, lost the whole. Eustace Budgell lost ; 
Prior lost ; and" Tom of T t: n Thousand" lost not only hi s shares but also his reason. 

The City supported the action of Parii"menl in a re markable petition which may 
be found in full in Sharpe's L om/oll alld tho J(ittgdom. 

IV.- THE CITY AND THE CONSTITUTI ON 

Of civil disputes and constitutional questions the e ighteenth cen tury furnishes 
ma ny cxmnples, but not of the vila l importance of those we have already considered. 
Thus, the Corporation Act of 1661 provided that all 111unicipal and other offices should 
be held on condition of subsc ri bing a declaration agai nst the Solemn League and 
Covenall(. This Act had been practically forgotten or neglected, It was, however, 
still possible, even for a constinuio llai king, t'o raise the poin t whether things done by 
office rs who had nOt subscribed this declaration were legal. Thl"! ci tizens therefore 
petit ioned George I. 0 11 the subject, and obtai ned the repeal of the Act . 

.. I shall be glad," said the King, who knew how to be gracious on occasion, 
"n(t only ror yvur sakes, bu t for my own, if a ny defects which may touch the righ ts 
of my good subjec ts are discove red in my time. since thilt will furnish me with the 
means of giv ing YOll a nd all my people an indisputa ble proof of my tenderness for 
their privileges, and how unwilling I shall ever be to take advantage of lheir 
mistakes." 

Close upon th is victory for the City followed the famous case in which the righ ts 
of Aldermen and the omlllon Council in elections and towards each o ther were 
brought under the cOllsiticralion of Parl iament. A custom had g r wn lip fur the 
City, in whatever disputes or actions at law the Alderme n were involved, to pay 
lheir costs. Uuring the whole of 1718 a case of dispu ted election occupied the 
Courts, and in 1719 was going before the H ouse of Lords, when the City agreed to 
a compromise. The H ouse of Lords, howeve r, passed a resolution to report on the 
maftagement of the City t reasury and to inquire into the jurisdiction possessed by 
the Common Council in elections. . 

A Committee was appointed in accordance with this resolution, which presently 
met, did its work, and reported. The report was to the effect that in e ight years the 
City had paid £28-:7 : 105. on accoulIl of law expenses fo r defend ing Alde rme n. As 
regards the right or the Common Council to determine matters of disputed elections, the 
Committee found thar ~uch right was based upon a Resolution of Janua ry 1642, which 
had been disclaimed in 1683. The n the House of Lurds passed a resolution to the , 

• 
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c rTecllhat ill maint:.lining SUilS at law between ci ti zen and ci ti len in cases of disputed 
elections, the Qainl1lon Council (Sharpe. London fllld the J(itlgdom, iii. p. 14) had 
abused their trist. nnd been guilty of g rea t parti al ity. and of g ross mismanagement 
of the City treasure, and a violation of the fn:eclom of elections in the Ci t)'. 

This rc!>olulion was not passed unchallenged (Sharpe. p. 14). Six teen peers 
en tered it vigorous protest on the several grounds: (I) that no evidence had been 
takcn on oalh , and that wi thout such ev idence they conceived that so heavy a 
censure ought not to be passed on any individual, much less 011 so important a body 
as the COlllmon Counci l of the City, wh ich had done good serv ice on pressing 
occasions; ('2) that the COlll1110n Council had not had due notice given them; 
(3) that the resol ution of the HOllse might be com.lrl1cd as prejudging matters which 
migh t come before the House j ud icially; and lastly (4) that had the Common 
Council been hf.:ard they mig ht have shown that the money had been expended in 
defence of their :lncit:!n t righ ts and privileges, and in order to prcvt: 111 any e ncroach: 
me nt thereon. 

\Vhen , immediately aftcrwards, the next d ispute arose over an election, the 
Aldermen rdused to allow any in te rfe rence frolll the COlllmon Coullci l. 

f\le:lnlilllc. disputcd c1 .. ,·tion" foll owcJ each othe r in quick succession, and there 
seemed no probabili ty of an)' settlemen t 0)' mutual concession and ngreclllt:llt. The 
citizens therefore presented a petition to the Il oLJse of Com mons in Dccember 1724, 
selling forth that at elect ions by the li ve rymen of the Ci ty man)' vOled who hud no 

I right to vote; that those who were not freemen claimed the ri ght to vote at 
Wardmotes on the g round that they contribu ted to the charges of their respecti vc 
wards. while they refu sed to take up their freedom because the custOIl1S of the 
City limited the testamcn tary powe r of .1 freeman- the wife, by the custom of the 
Ci ty, was cnti tled to have one~t hird of tin: personal estate and the children anothe r 

' third; wi th other points all which they prayed for tht! relief of the H ouse a nd 
tht! seu lel1lt!nt of their rights, privileges, and forms of election. In rt!ply, a BJII 
was brought in " for regula ting of elections with in t1H~ City of London, and for 
preserving the pc..'l.CC, good order, a nd government of the said City." 

This Bill was vchelllt::ntiy opposed both by the Aldermen and the Common 
Council. H owever, it passed, widl some amendments. bOlh H ouses, and received 
the Royal assent. By the Bill the Aldermen were confirmed in the ir right of veto 
in Acts of the Com mon Council ; but this right was abol ished lwenty~olle years 
later, Payment of scot was defined; a nd the restrictions as to testamentary di s
positions were abolished. 

After the passing of the Bill by the H ouse of Commons, while the minds of the 
Ci ty wcre s till greatl y exercised upon it, an abstract was drawn up and ci rcula.ted in 
the City. This abstract, in itself sufficie ntly long, is preserved in Mai tla nd. 

In the year 1]'22 one of the many alarms which seized the country during the 
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century fell upon london. It WtlS an alarm which had very little founda. 
lion. Yet there was some; the Jacobitcs, among whom were many of the Il igh 
Churcb party, all the Nonjurors-and, in the minds of the people at least, all the 
Catholics,-were ceaseless in the ir activ ity . conspiring, devising schemes, reckoning 
forces, and estimating chances of success. As we can now understand, they ne\'er 
had a chance, not even whe n Charles Edward got as far as Derby. The Protestam 
interest in the country all along was strong enough to assure the throl1(' of King 
George. Still, it is in the nature of a defeated faction to conspi re. The J fleobites, 
looking round them in 1721, the: year after the ca tastrophe of the South Sea Bubble, 
saw London confused, bewi ldered, half ruined, not knowing which way to look. This 
time of confusion appeared to be the Jacobites' opportunity. Moreover, the birth 
of an hei r. Charles Edward, fdl happily to fan till': party's enthus iasm. They asked 
the aid of France. The Regent refused. H c did more: he informed the English 
ambassador in prance that an invasion was in cOllLc1IlplalioTl. On May 8. 1722, 

the King informed the Lord l\'l ayor that <ltlolher ri sing was contemplated; that the 
plot was unsupported by any foreign power; that he had little to fear of the results, 
but that hc looke.c1 to the Lord Mayor to S(:Cllrc the City. 'The COlin of Aldermen 
drew up and preselllcd a loyal address. Nex t, all Papists, reputed Papists, and 
Nonjurors were ordered to leave the Ci t)·, and not to reside within twenty miles of it . 
Pope. in one of his letters. mcntions this order, which he, as <I Catholic. had lO obey. 
The Habeas Corpus Act was suspended. and troops were kept ready all the Slimmer. 
So that the conspiracy. for which Bishop Atterbury was arrested, came to nothing. 

In 1769 the Common Ibll p.tssed instructions lO its representatives. These 
instructions were drawn lip under fourteen he'lds. It will be obse rved that already. 
fifty ye<lrs before the Reform Act of 1832 . the City was advocating" Reform. The 

following a rc the more impor tant poin ts in the " I nSlructions" :~-

I. The proceeding!-> in cases of libel and other criminal mallers to be confined 
to R.ules of I ... aw, and Consti tpt ional Tribunals, 

2, A jealous watch over the I-iabt:as Corpus Act. 
3· Privilege of Parliament ;lnd Rights of Electors. 
4, No meJdling w1th Petitions. 
5· No usc of public money in Elections. 
6. No "constructive" Treason. 
7': The interests of Trade, 
8. The preservation of Public Faith. 
9· The independe nce of the Magistrac),. 

10. J taluusy of Military Power. 
I t. A standing committee on Public Expenditure, 
I~. J ealousy over the Natiolll.tl J)cbl. 
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' 3. Against Placenten in Parl iament and the Bribery of Members. 
'4. Shorter Parliaments. 

S imilar instructions were drawn up by the eJeclors of Southwark to their 
representatives. During thi s year and the nex t the Cit)' was wholly occ lIpie,d with 
the case of John \Vilkcs and the questions arising out of it. 

In 1i73 the case of the City aga inst certain companies was decided. T he 
goldsmiths. grocers, and weavers refused to obey the Lord Mayor's precept for a 
Common Hall. Th t: Com mOil Cou ncil submi llcd for counsel's opinion these 
questions :- (1) The power of the Lord l\Ia)'or to call Comlllon Halls; (2) the 
obligation of com panies (Q obey their precepts; (3) the methods of pun ish ment in 
case of refusa l. The upinion of counsel was whollr in fa vour of the Lord Mayor's 
authori ty. The City soli citor, then:fore. filed informations of disfranchisement in the 
Mayor's Court against the maste rs and wardens of lbe three companies concerned. 
They took the case out of the Mayor's Court and into the Court of the King's Bench. 
Here Lord Mansfield gave hi s opinion that evcry Corpora tion was the sale judge of 
its own rights and franchises: and that the Corporation of Londoll had the right of 
dett!rmining the prescllI C;ISC soldy in its own hands. The City solici tor, therefore. 
signed judgmcnt of disfranchisement ag-ains t the masters and wardens of the three 
companies. The Recorder. howevt:.r. set th t:. judgmcnt 3!o;ielc, in order to give the 
p~rlies an opport unity of trying the merits of the case. 

On J uly q. I ii3, the case w:\s heard and ckcided against the companies. In 
I f75 th is jlldgrntnt was reversed , and 11 0 Lon.1 1\ \a)'or has since been able to compel 
obedienct· to a summons for 11 Common Hall. 

The agiwtion against th t:. Excise Bill of \ 'Valpole bdongs perhaps to this part 
of ci vic hi stor),. The Uill proposed to change the duty on wine and tobacco 
from a customs duty, payable on importation. into an excise duty. The goods 
were to lie in bonded warehouses until taken oul for home consumption, when they 
were to Ix! sold at licensed shops onl),. Seven revenue officers were to possess the 
riglu of search in any house and at nny time. This form of tax was peculiarly odiolls, 
<mel mel with the most vchelllt:nt opposition frol1\ the citizens of all classes. \V<llpolc 
himself could not understand the opposi tion , but then \Valpole never could understand 
the mind of lile people. He called their opposition an " epidemic madness," and 
waited to set: it subside as quickl), as it had arisen. He was mistaken; this kind of 
opposition would endure as long as the cali se of it. When the mob marched abou t 
bawling, " No Slavery ; no Excise; no \VooeIen Shoes," coupling excise with the 
French and the Pre tender, the)1 were capable of going on indeflllitely. ""hen the 
Bill was introduced, the doors of the House were besieged by a noisy crowd whom 
Walpole, in a moment of irritation, called" sturdy beggars." Sir John Barnard, one 
of the City members, sprang to his feel La repudia te the charge: :' The honourab.le 
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kentleman," said he, " talks of • sturdy beggars': I do not know what sort of people 
may be now at the door, because I have not lately been ou t of the HOllse, but I 
believe they are the s.,\ I1l C sort of people that were there when I came last into the 
H ouse, and then J can assure you that I saw none but s lich as deserve the Ilame 

of ' sturdy beggars' as little as the honourable gentleman himsel f, or any gen tleman 
whatever. " The Bill was read a first time, but. owing to the clamour which was 
still maintai ned, \-Valpolc thought fi t to postpone it for twO months. On the day 
of its wi thdrawal, \~l alpol e WilS hustled by the crowd, and pre lt:ndcd that it was a 

Si lt 1I.0flltll1' \\"AI. I'O I.1t 

deep-laid scheme for murder. The right of sea rching priv;llc houses was lhe thing 
most hateful in excise duties ; anyone found with du tiable goods in his house was 
liable to heavy fine and imprisonment . The liberty of the subject. therefore, was 
practically in the hands of the exc ise officers. who could swear away a man's liberty 
as they chose. Thus it was well known that there was a case in which a man had 
been (.onfined in a debtors' pri son fo r forlY years- until he died, indeed- for having 
once been in po:ssession of a few pounds of tea, Presumably he had been fined and 
had been unable to pay 'the fine. i-Ience, a lifelong imprisonment. And yei: 
\Valpole could not understand this" epidemic madness ,. of hatred and rage. Did 
he think , then, that the people liked imprisonment for life? 
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Finally the Bill was withdrawn. One good effect was produced by the demon
strations outside the I louse, viz. the passing of r:esolmions that it was a high 
crime and misdemeanour to mena('c or· assaul t a member on his way to or frol11 
the I-Iollse; or to assemble in a lhrc:ltenillg' and tumultuous manner ou tside . the 
HOllse; or to incite to such disorde rl y assemblage. 

V.-SALE Of' PLACES 

A practice which we have agreed to condemn and to prubibit, or make illl· 
possible. that of selling places. largely previliit:d during the whole of the eighteenth 
century. S h,lrpers adve nised places for sale: coumrymen were caught by the offers 
and came up to town with money to buy them,-of course they lost it a ll. The 
scandal of Mrs. Clarke and the Duke of York is well known. T he Lord Mayor 
looked to the sale of offices during hi s year of office to recoup some of his expenses, 
--e.g. the office of Coal Meter was sometimes sold for as much as £6000. The 
following story shows how lh(;: sale 01 p!<IC~S was used as a means of frrlud ~n(l 

robb<!ry:-
A certain person- he was in holy orders- inserted adve rtiseillents in the daily 

papers, offeri ng to procure comfortable situations under Government, provided he 
recei\'cd .111 adequate n:ward for his own scrv;c(;:s and illlroduction. Though this 
mode of swindling was not altogether new, the liberal offers of the advertiser 
procured him ;1 mulliLUde of applications: and for some time he preyed on the 
credulity of his customers. A t last two of the sufferers by the imposture. iI ~tr. 

\Viii)' and a Mr. Rolfe, pursued him to Harwich, whence he was about to embark 
for the ontinent , and brought him u<Jck , with all his luggage, to the Dundee Arms, 
Wapping. Mr. Willy st'a tcd to the magistrate that the prisoner had promised to 
procure him a place in the Ordnance De~partment; that he produced an instrument 
with fictitious sig natures, which he pretended was the wilrram for his appointment ; 
and that he actuall)1 carried him to the Court of Exchequer, and made him take the 
oaths of supremacy and allegiance before the Barons, prepara tory to emering upon 
office. Mr. \Vitl). pa id the prisoner £'1. 12 for this appointment. The complaint of 
Mr. Rolfe was of the same nature; he h'.1(1 been defrauded of £98 under simila r 
circumstances. The prisoner was a well-known prC!acher in London. 
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VI.-TI I E REB E LLIO N OF 1745 

. The ,threatened invasion of 1744 promised 10 be a far more formidable affair 

dian the acwal invasion of 1745· 
Dunkirk was the centre of the preparations, the POrL whep~ the CO",'O)5 were 

assembled, the s lorc.ships, the transports, the munitio ns o f war. What assistance the 
King of France had promised in the form of troops was also to be sellt to Dunkirk, 
The City provet.! its loyalty again. The merchants, 543 in number, sent in a separate 
address i the Bishop of London and h is clergy an address of their OW Il; and ,mother 
was sent in by the Nonconformist cong regations of London and \Vestminstcr. 
ll ere we have a remarkable proof of the leading of London. The City magistrates. 
the leading people. the clergy, the NonconforLil ists, all hasten to aSSlIrt! the King 
of their loyalty. Do thc m:lgis tr:ues, clergy, and No nconformis ts of York Bnd 
Norwich, of Dublin and Edinburgh, l<tkc the same s teps? or arc thc)' satisfied to 

let Lo ndon spe.tk for them? 
It promised to be a vcr)' scrious invasion inuced: an invasion more serious than 

any in histor)', except that of Philip with hi s great Oett. Happily. the dements once 
morc declared for the Protestants, A storm camc- an opportunc, welcome, and lIlost 
useful storl11, which des tro}'ed the French tr:lIl sports and made the invasion impossible, 
except at the cost of another fl ee t o f transport und Slore ships. 

'vVe breathed again. '\ft' declared war, however, against France; and we 
waited even ts, Since Prince Charles cou ld not get Fre nch auxiliaries, he would do 
without. '''.'c know whal happened in I i45. \O\' hen ne ws came thal the Pretender's 
stanuarJ was hoisted in Scotland, thc City again hastened to assure rhe King of tht:ir 
loyall)r. But what el se did they do? For the mome nt, nothing. They trusted, it 
would appear, in the army under Sir John Cope. The business of Prestonp .. 'lils 
settled lhat i1lus ion; there was a run upon the Bank o f England which was on ly 
saved by the efforts of the lead ing merchants; a camp was formed m Finchley 
(S<.'e Ilogarth's famous" March "): subscriplion lists were opened which wt:re nOt 
too zealously filled lip. 

Then lhe news c.ame that the . Pretender was nlready at Derby, only 150 miles 
from. the capital. This news arrived on Friday, 6th December-" Bl.ack Frida}'." 
Ins tantly all became activity and bustle. In case the Duke of Northumberland 
should fail to intercept the rebels at Northampton, there was to be the massing of 
forces north of London ready to meet them. The Royal Exchange became the 
barracks of tlte train·bands: Bridewell WilS a guard room fo r the night-guard ; the 
t wu City marshals were to visit the night-w:u rhcs in the ward, and to sec that the 

constables did thei r duty. The King was to take com mand of the Guards ; the 

• • 
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weavers of London offered him 1000 men ; the lawyers form ed themselves into a 
regin~ent , anticipating the" Dev il 's OWI1, " and voluntee red to fOfm a bodyguard 
to the Roy<t1 Family du ring the King 's absence. 

All these precau tions, however, J id not put a SLOp to the panic. Tht!re was 
another run upon the Bank of England , met by a simple ruse, that of employing 
agents who presented notes and asked to be paid in sixpences. FOrlunately, this 
condition of anxiety and agi ta tion lasted a vcry short time. It was learned that 
Charles Edwa rd was retrea ti ng north , and the City breathed once morc; the Guards 

retu r ned, the 

habits. 

• 

• 

hUKIT ( '1' O:;;I Mb ltlll.ANIl 

• ~'<Om II>< •• in'in~ ",. g" j ..h, .. We"","" ;n N.t ..... I. ' ...... "';1 i:allor). 

Volunteers wellt home, and the Cit)' co nsik bt~s rt:sumed the ir former 

" 
. The Ill OSt important dut y, 'Ifter Culloden, was to make another ris ing imposs ible, 

a t least in the lifetime of those who remembered the yea r 1745. This duty. it seems, 
was performed with litt le mercy by the Duke of Cumberland. They call ed him the 
" Butcher "; bUl we alight , surely, to consider thal, after his seve rity, though 
Jacobites cominued in the land, lhere was never any whisper of another rising ; 
and tha t the country was freed from conspiracies and the suspicion of conspiracies. 
J f b)' cruel lY to rebels th is g reat result was achieved, then surel y w,as " Butcher " 
Cumberland j ustified. The Ci t)' thought 56, certainly , for they th;lI1ked the King 
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in an address (Ma)1 3, 1746) for appoint ing the Duke to command -" whose 
conduct and bravery have. by the blessing of the Almighty. produced Lhis our 
happy deliverance: a glory reserved for one of your iIIustriolis fnmily, endowed 
with those princely qualities which render him amiable to those under his command, 
and formidable to his enemies." 

VII.- LONDON AND THE SPAN ISH WAR 

To {he Ci ty belongs the credit, or the reverse, of forcing on the waf with Spain. 
The London merchants, on their side, had so long disregarded thl.! clause in ihe 
Treaty of Utrecht which limited the British trade with Panama to one vessel of 
600 tons in the year. that they resented the .claim of Spain to the right of search for 
smugglt:d goods. This clause was, in fact, another proof of the folly of limitations 
which cannOt be enforced. As might have been expected, there were complaints: rhe 
Sp .. 1niards boarded and searched the ships with brutality j uley ill -used the crews ; 
and when one Captain Jenkin came home with an ear in his pocket-the said ear cut 
oR' by a brutal Spanish g'Uorda (osla-the wrath of the country mounted high and 
boiled over. Later on it wa, sa id that the whole story was an invention; that 
Jenkin had undoubtedly lost an ear, blll it was in a Jess heroic cause- that, in fact, he 
bad lost it in pillory. ·Perhal)s. however, the story.was true ~lfte r :111. A petition 
was presented to lhe House of Commons, pointing out the n~crchallls' grievances, and 
the arbitrary conduct of the Spaniards. The petition was introduced on 3rd March 
1738. by Alderman Percy. who obtained leave to read it. The City were undoubtedly 
right in their protcst. If the Spanish right of search was allowed. where was the 
limit? Were they allowed to board and to search ships bound for ever), port in 
America? In that case, as they pointed Out, " the trade of H is Majesty 's subjects (0 

America will becomc so precarious as to depend in a great measure upon the 
indulgence and justice of the Spaniards, of both which they have given us for some 
years past such specimens as we humbly think this nation can have no cause to be 
satisfied with." J 

The House icat"ned further, with indignation. which Walpole vainly endeavoured 
to assuage, that there were no fewer Ih;m twenty English sailors languishing in 
Spanish prisons. After long and spi rited debates the House of Commons addressed 
the King on the subject. Thei r action was folJowcd by the House of Lords. To 
both Houses the King returned his customary answer, with assurances of his care to 
obtain satisfaclio:l and securi ty. \VaJpole, meantime, anxious to avert war, was 
ready to accept an understanding with Spaiu. 'When, however, the articles of the 
Convention concludeJ (January '4, 1739) became known in the City- they left the 
question as to the right of search unsettled- the Court of Common Council was 

J 
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summoned immediately. nnd a resolution, unanimous, except for three .• placemen," 
was passed for preparing a petition aga inst the Convention. The petition is interest· 
ing frolll many po ints of view, and especially as showing that English trade was 
s till conducted much in the old spiril- of war, and piracy. and murder. It Illay be 
found in full in Mai tland. 1 

This petition gave occasion for a debate. sharp and acrimonious. in both H ouses. 
Finally the COllvclHion was a...:ceptcd. first by the l.orch. with a majority of twenty
o ne,-but th irtr-nine of them protested . I n the I-louse of Commons the Con
vention wus carried by 262 con tents against 235 nOIl -co11t(;!1l1s- absentces 61. 11 was 
J'cmarkec1 that of the 262 COntents, 234 were" placemt:Il," whose places amoullted 
:lI1n ually to £212.936: 13: 4. or:ln average of Ile::arly a thotlsahd pounds each. These 
lofty moralists, in fact. had sold themselves to th ~ Minister. W ould it be possible. 
one asks with curiosity, to purchase supporters in the Il ouS(! at the present clay on 

those terms? 
Olle fact conn t::cted with thi s persiste::l1 t agitation of the City for war wi th Spain 

is curiOlls, as i1 iIIu:.lrates the retu rn of th in con te mpt for tracle which 'was common 
under H enry the Third; which vanished when Ihe Ci ty proved its power in the 
fourt eenth and fifteenth ccnturie;:s; which was changed into respect and honour under 
the 'J'udors, A German COllrt; the increased power of the i-loLiseof COn1tl1ons, where 
the members nearly all rCIJre!.ell ted the cu tin try interes t; a long succt:ssion of wars 
calling the youngt:r SOli S to the plil'suit of nrllls: the severance of the old connection 
of he landed gcntr)' and the Ci t}'; the establishrnent of two camps, so to speak
tha of the nobili ty in the lIew quarter, which we call the West End, and that of the 
me chants in the City and the suhurbs. north. e::lst, and south, but not west ; the 
inc re<L"C; of wealth al110ng the country gentry, so that yeomen during this century 
bcOlllle sql,irt::s, and squires became the territorial nobilit)': all these things together 
contributed to raise lip a barrier not 1O be. passed betwee,~ trade a nd ge ntilit)" 
The "1 inisters expressed th is feeling' in ::I nl;:tnner which seems to us to de mand no 
other word than that of "brutal.:' They n.::prescmcd til t:: merchimts and the Common 
Counci l as a contemptible body of tradesmen and mechanics, \\'h.o could know 
lIothing about affa irs of S tate., The), printt:d lists of the Common COlillcil , with 
the addition of thei r call ings and their cOIllPat.i~; these li sts ihey di!\l>ersed about 
the avenues of both 1 louses. and sent about the coumry by post, with the following. 
verses from the Bool.: 0/ Erc/csiasitCtIS (xxxviii, 27, 3 1, 32,33):-

"27. tio ever)' carpenter nnd workmaster, that l:loourcth night nnd day; lind the}' Ih.:at cut :lnd ilmve 
sen!&, ;and :lfe diligent to makt: great \'rlrieIY, rind give themselves 10 counterreil imagrry, rind Willen 10 
finish n \\ork : 

3" All these truSI to Iheir hands ; Ilnd t,"ery ont: is wise~n his work. 

--~.-

I 11;$1. t>/ LOll/kill, ' "QI. i. I), 593-



T il E EARTHQUAKES O F '750 

3l. Without these cannOt:1 city be inhabited ; nnd they shnll not d\\'ell IIhere. they \\'ill, nor SQ up 

and down : 
Jl. ' l'hey ·sh:'lll 1101 be sought for in public counsel, nor sit high in Ihe congregation; they shall not 

ail on the judgcs' SC:lts, nor understand the sentence of judgment ; thc), cannot deelnre justice and judg· 
ment ; :md they stull not he found lI·here parables :lrt s-poken." 

This method of warfare was not likely to make the City more kindly disposed 

towards lhe Min istcrs: they showed their opinion o f \V<llpolc by rdusing to nominate 
Sir George Champion as Lord Ma yor. because he had voted for the Conven tion. 
They took this strong step without hastc or temper, and followed it with a doclimcill 
which showed that. tradesmen or mechanics though ther were. Lh e)' cou ld still act 
with dignity and a fu ll sense of responsibility. The C it)" in fact, preva iled. The 
King declared wa r against Spain. On October n. 173Q, the formal proclamation 
look plllcc a t 51. jamt:s's, Charin g C ross, C hancery Lane, \Vood Street. and the 
ROYIl I Exchange. The proclamation wa!; welcomed with extravagant joy: with the 
burning of bonfIre!; and the ring ing of bdls. .. They ring their bells now," said 
\Va lpole biuerly: "but bcfor<... long they will be wringing their hands," 

I n 1742 the merchan ts presented ;llloth1.: r petitioll to both Iiollses, praying for 
stronger con\'o),s. and pointing out the loss of valua ble cargoes a nd vessels ill C011-

sequence o f insufficient protection, 
The petition was referred LO a Committee of the whole I l ouse. 

to fmd thut at a til11 e wht:n tht: Ii oust: of C0111l11ons was filled wi th a 
I t is grat ifying 
horde of venal 

placcmcn, alw<lYs ill the command o f the \ 1 inisters, the clecton; o f the Ci ty had the 
courage and the intelligence 10 draw up another paper of imarlic tiollS for their 
members begging thelll (0 t.;'u.wJ ::Ig'<lin'it the packing of the HOllse with placc11Ic Il, 

' · lll.- TI 1E b\RTllQU :'KES OF '750 • 

On rebruar), ~ •. 1750. between twelve ,Inti one o'clock in the day, a very 
distinct and smart shock of an eal'lhquilkt::, was ft:h th roughout Lo ndon a nd W est
minster. In the Courts o f King's Bench and Chancery. then I:x:ing.held in \Vestm instcr 

H all, the barristers a nd judges stopped the case before th t:.m and ra n ou t. in terror. 
th ink ing ,that the bui lding woulu fall upon their heads; in the West End houses the 
furniture shook; (he pewter o n the shelves rattl ed (remember that. as yet, except 

in the best houSt:s, the plales w~rc all o f pewtt:r): in Soulhwark a hay-loft over -a 
slaughter-house was th rown down ; chimneys fell ill Leadenball S treet, in Billitt:.r 

Street, and in H cwselydown, It is needless to add that tht: terror naturally caused 
by a phenolhenon so threatening. so' e ntirely beyond control , o f \\'hich no o nc knows 
when it may occur again, or with Wh;H increase of violf': llce, was abundantl y indicated 

by wh;lt was said and done by the Londoners under the first impression o f tre mbling 
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awe. It was understood as a D ivine warning agai nst the sins of the City and the 
\Vest End i many ad mi rable exhortations to repelltance were !;olemnly pronounced 
from the pulpits j such organs of opin ion as then existed were inundated wilh 

meditations, renecl iol1s, prophecies, and pieces of the Higher Morality. 
I3ul what were the terrors of the fir!it experience as compared with those of the 

second? For, exactly four weeks later, but early in tbe morning. when most of the 
people were still asleep in their beds, at half-past fi ve, another ancl a morc dreadful 
earthquake was felt. Those who wcre already up observed tha l the open g round. 
as in 51. James's Park, vi sibly moved ; lightning Oashed in all directions ; even the 
fish , it was said, showed their ala rm by jumpmg high out of the water- but con ~ 

sidcri ng the ve ry small number of visitors to the Park at fIVe on a cold March 
morning , the report may be said to requ ire confi rma tion:. while the dogs, who a re 
always terrified by anything outside the ir experience, howled in a most melancholy 
manner, China was upse t and broken ; pewter, which could not be broken, was 
once Illore th rown off the shelves: the bells were set ringing; from the \Vest 
T owers of Westminster Abbey Slones were di slodged: one g irl was reported to 
have been thrown out of beel, getting a broken ann ; chimneys and coping~stoncs 

wcre thrown down. In a word ,there occlIned a second eart hquake, more violent 
than the first, yet not so violclll a~ to calise a ll y serious damage. 

I [ w.as soon lcarneel . [0 the general consternation, tha t the second. like the first , 
was confined to Londo n and its ell virons. vVhat could prove more convincingly that 
.lhe warn ing, thought to be direc ted against London by the first attack, was reall y 1 

and ce rtainly Di vinely so intended ? The Bishop of London hastened to accept this 
vie w, and issued an address upon the subject, in which he. improved ~he occasion with 
great plai nness of speech. One hopes that the Bishop's address did good. One is 
inclined to think that it might have beCh productive of a grea t imprc1vclllent of 
morals hlUr i! not been for. the untuck}' craze which followed. T\ leantime, a good 
many people-those who-£;ouid afford it- were runniog away Ollt of town. The 
E fJt!Jlillg' Post remonstrated with "lhe~e rumlW:l}'s. It was not the place, sa id the 
l'ost. bUl the people, w~o were .. ~rned; it was necessa ry , for .. instancc, if people 
ImlSl heeds iea \'e London, to leave the ir vices behind them. AJld, in their hasty 
!light. it was gr~tI}' feared that the vices had been pncked up with the shirts. 
Other papers declared that the visitation was not supernatural at all, but quite 
natural. and in <Iccordance with the pl,enomena or "nature-perhaps onl)1 "an 
airquakc:' The theory of this extraordinary kind of quake, wh ich has never since 
returned. probably reassured the sinful , who stayed where th~)' wcre, and, so far 
Wi one can learn, in the renewed 'enjoyment or aU lheir vices. 

Then there arose a new reporl, which spread like ·wildfire. running into every 
house by one door nnd out by 'he otlrer j fi lling every street, every lane. every 
court : ipsollluch lhat there was no place.or part of London which had not heard it. 

• 



THE EARTHQUAKES OF '750 " 
This rumour was a prophecy that the two last earthquakes were but forerunners, 
warnings, indications. of what was to follow; and that on the 8th of April would take 
place an earthquake. a third shake far worst! than its twO predecessors, which would 
cOlupletelr destroy the whole of London and \N'cstminster and the suburbs. This 
belief, in the excited stale of the popuhlr brain, found immediate ::lod universal 
credence. Those who did not believe it, acted as if they did. The prophecy was 
subsequemly traced to a private soldier in the Horse Guards. Now. onc must nOt 

understand by thi s a private sold ier of the Guards. s lIch :IS we klluw him at the 
present day. The private soldiers of lhe H orse Guards were people who followed 
all sorts of occup..1.tions or callings: and especially the minor, less considcred. 
uncJassed professions, which were generally" ill paid. For instance. they were 
draugh tsmen; sun'eyors i calculators for builders; des ig ners; lcachers of mathe. 
matics, languages, fencing. fine writing. fortificat ion. and the A rt of Vvar ; accountan ts; 
statis tici ... ns; and so forth. The ir pay was not nearly enough for the maintenance of 
lheir familics- for they were mostly married men j but it supplemented their 
ca. rnings. l\'foreover. as a Guardsman could not be arrested for debt. there were 
always in the ranks certain broken tr:1 ciesmen who, but for this sanctuary, would 
have been languishing ill the Fleet. It was, no Cloubt, one of chese learned and 
professional gentlemen who, by dint of comparing texts and manipulating verses out 
of that prophet of I srael who has done so much for the modern Prophet and 

• Interpreter, arrived at the conclusion that London Illust inevitably. and by Divine 
order, pronounced thousands of years before the even t , perish by earthquake 
on the 8th day of April J 750. 

When the day drew near, the people began lO run out of town. \Vhen th~ 

evening of the 7th arrived, there was not :i si ngle pe rsoll. it is stated with that kind 
of cxaggcl"'.-lLion which proves the case, !iave the bedridden and the sick, who was 
leTt in the houses. One may imagine the agonised (errors of those who . were le ft to 
await, alo n~ and forsaken, th~ earthquake in their beds. '. The whole of the City of 
London, tht City of Westminster. the Borough, th t;; suburus, the 'Vest End, werc 
Out in the str<:,ets, or ou t in the fields, during that IIwful nighJ. Many thousands lay 
in boats on the river-aU the boats were engaged for the purpose j many thous;:mds 
lay in the fields outside the- lown- they were then very easy of access.-for inslance, 
the district between th~ Tottenham Court Road and the Foundling Hospital, north 
of the British Museulll, was " II fields; ~ople paid enormous sums for lodgings in 
the country; great ladies sat in their coaches, crowding lhe rOlds; all night long 
they sat thus, waiting in terror aQd suspense, expect ing every moment the thunder 
and rumblings a.nd roarings and the agitation of tbe world, when the proud pinnacles 
and spires or London should 'topple and fall and lie levelled in one common ruin. 

The earthquake was to flappen on the morning of the 8th. Morning means, at 
loageat. from midnight to midd:.y. Ther wDited, therefore, all that time . • When 



22 LONDON I N TilE EI G HTEEN,T H CEN T URY 

midday arrived. nothing' at all had happened. The ]>rophet of the Guards had 
therefore, (orlunately, proved a false prophet. T he world went home again and took 
its breakfast- a morning draught of sm.dl·becr with a crust and a lump of sal t beef
and presently went to work again, the earthquake forgotten ; and the great ones of 
the town, once more, without further reproach, (ell to practising and prosecuting 
their vices; and so two good earthquakes were thrown away and wasted. The 
Bishop of London's address, meantime, had circulated 40,000 copies; and onc feels 
cerJain that had it not been for the unfortunate craze and panic, followed by a sense 
of full security, repentance and amendment would have ensued. They pul· the 
Guardsman into prison for being a false prophet, and so he disappears from hisrory. 

IX.- DEATII OF IW KG 

On the loss of Minorca the COlll1110n Council drew up another leuer of instrllc· 
tions for their mcmbcrs. They were to de!l1;lnd ;l strict inqlliry into the causes of 
the recellt disasters in l\ li l1orca and f\' onh Arnc ri c:l ; they were to urge the dismissal 
of the foreign mcrcenaries; they were to vote for 110 supplics till this was clone; 
they were to dcmand il reduction in the number of places and placcmen; to restore, 

• if possible. tri ennial parliaments; with one or two other points. The paper is 
il1lcresli ng as showing the resolution of the Cit)' to rdorm the I Iou5e of Commons 
if that wt::re possible. . 

Above all things, howcn;r, the Cit)' demanded the execution of B)'ng. He 
had bt:en tried and had been fOllnd guilt)" of not having done what he might have 
done to save the island. The City clamoured for his death; papers were posted 
Up on the Royal Exchange .. Shoot B)'ng. or look out for rour King"· Byng was 
accordingly shot on the qllartcr . deck of the A1ouar'lHc at POrlsl1loli th. One is 
ashamed of the panic wrath shown by the City on lhis occ~sion : in its madness of 
humiliation it demanded the death of some one. Th<.:rc wcre two on whom punish. 
ment might fall - the Admiral and tht.: Minister. It is always possible to say of 

• a defeated commander that he might have done morc; it is !lot possible, except 
ill the pages of history about to follow, to say that a Minister might have done 
more. Therefore, Byng was made the victim. 

X.- TE ·T AND CORPORATI ON ACTS 

The Test and Corporation Acts could be made, and were sometimes made, the 
means of gratifying intolerance and oppress ion. Thus. in the )'ear 1742, a Dissenter 
named Robert Grosvenor, on being elected to the office of Sheriff, declined to take 
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the Sacrament by the Anglican rite in order to qualify. The:: Corporation cited him 
before the Court of King's Bench, which decided against his claim for exemption. 
The Corporation, therefore. passed .1 bylaw wh ich imposed a fine of £400 upon 
:'lny one who should decline to sland for the office after being nominated, and a fine 
of £600 upon one who should refuse to serve after election. They then proceeded 
de1iberatf!ly to choose and nominate Dissenters in order to fine them. It seemed 
as if the City proposed to bl t:!cd the Nonconformists slowly to death, and in six 
years they had amassed the sum of £ I 5,000 by these fillI!S, which went towards the 
building of the Mansion House-a fa~t which is little known or remembered among 
the guests of the Lo rd l\'layor at thi s d.IY. In t i54 the Dissenters resolved to 
fight thi s intolerable claim, from wh ich they had now sufft=rt::d for twelve rears. 
The occasion chosen was the election of George Streatfield and Alexander Sheafe, 
bOlh Dissclllers, as Sheriffs. BOlh rcfust::d to sen 'e; both were fined; l>olh n·fuscd 
to pa), th l'! fine; and against both were proceedings. in consequence, ins tituted. 
The Sheriffs' Court decided against them : that W;'IS to be expec ted; they appea led 
to the Court of Husllngs, which :11 50 tlccideu agnin ... t them. That. too, had been 
expected. The), appealed to a speci .. .d com miss ion or. five judges. who in J i62 
reversed the previous decisions. Then the Corpormio n LOok the case up to the 
I-Iollse of Lords, wh t:: re it was heard in 17 67, and judg melll was given in favour of 
the Nonconformists. who wen.: ht!nceforward exempted frolll taking office, without· 
having to pay fines. III 1779 Disscllling ministers and schoolmasters were relieved 
of the necessity of signing the Th irD··Ninc Articles. It was not until 18 12 that the 
Quakers' Oath .. \ ct. the Conventicle Act. and the Five l\ l ile Act were repealed: while 
Unitarians were only toh.! ratcd b), law in IS 13. when the s tatutes of \Villiaill I II. 
and George J I L. which made it blasphelllY to deny the doctrine of the Trinity, 
were finall y repealed. 

XI.- JOH K WILK I, S AN D TilE CITY 

Tht! car~er o f, and the long-cominued contc!->t carried 0 11 b), Jo hn \o\fi lkcs. belong 

to the national history. t::\'t:11 more than to that of Londo n. There arc, however, 
certain points and episoclt:s in his lift! which concern the Cit), especially. Thus, 
the arrest of \Vilkes, his publisher and hi:>. print er, for the famous" No. 45, " under 
a .. General \Varrant," was a most iniquitous .and unconst itut iona l proceeding. 
\Vilkes, it will be remembered, was released in :'lccordance with the judgment of 
C hief J uSlicc Pralt. 

When one \Villiams, bookseller of Fleet StreeL, was ptlt in the pillor)' for repub
lishing The Nor/It. Brilon, the people mainrained. du ring the whole time of his 
standing before them. a continuol,ls ronr of :lcclmnatioTl. When \Vilkes first s tood for 
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Middlesex, the mob paraded the lown and broke the windows of everybody supposed 
to be his enemy. \Vhcn Wilkes was sent lO'"the: King's Bench Prison, the mob took 
the horses Ollt of the carriage and dragged it themselves to the other end of London. 

The arbi trary invasion of the rig hts of electors in refusing to admit \Vilkes as 
member (or l\'liddlesex was mel by meetings of the electors and b}' petitions 
showing the encroachments upon the liberties of the people by the Ministers. 
These petitions came from dre Freeholders of Middlesex, from the Cit)" and from 
Westminster. The King gave no answer. The Cit)', however, exercised their right' 
of personally calling' upon the King. This meant [hat they demanded an answer. 
They got one in the shape of an a<;surance that tl;c Kjng would not invade any of 
their, rights, BUl he did nOt promise to.redrcssflheir wrongs, 

Another remonstrance was offe red by the City. Il was on this occasion that 
Beckford made hi~ famous speech. The King's reply to the remonstrance was as 
follows :- .. 

• , 1 should have been wanting to the, puhlic as well as to myself, jf I had nor 
expressed my di ss.atisfaction at the late add ress. • My sentiments" on that su.bjecl 
continue the ~\me; and I should ill deser"ve 'to be considered as the (ather of my 
people, if I could suffer m)'splf to Iw prcvnilcd upon to make ~uch a use of my pre
rogative, as I cahnot but think inconsistcill with thc intcrest, and dangerolls to the 
consritution of the kingdom,", .. 

Then the Lord 1\la)'or, Beckford, made the "sl)irited reply which has Im-

morta lised him :-- ,. 
.. Will your Majesty be pleased to so ~ fur condescend as to- permit the Mayor 

-of your lo)'al Cit)' of London to declare" in your royal ' presence, Qn behalf of his 
fellow-citizens, how much the bare apprehension of ),our Majesty's displeasure would, 
at all times, affect their minds? The declaration of that displeasure has already filled 
them with inexpressible anxiety and with the deepest affiiction. Pennir me, sire, 
to assure your Majesty, that your Majes ty has not in all your dominions any subjects 
more faithful , more dutiful, or more affectionate to your Majesty 's person and family, 
~r more re;ldy to sacrifice thei r lives and forLUnes in the Illa~ntenance of the true 
honour and dignity of )'oor crown . 

. \Ve do lh"en:.fore. with the greatest humility and submission, more earnestly 
supplicate )'our Majesty that you will not dismiss LIS from YOllr presence without 
expressing a morc favourable' opinion of you r faithful citizens, and without 80mc 

comfort, some prospect, at ie!!;t, of redress. 
Permit me, sire, farther to observe, that "Whoever has already dared, or sh,tli 

hereafter endeal·our by false insinuations and suggestions to alienate your Majesty,!; 
affections from your loy~ tiGbjects in general, and from the Cit)' of London in 
particular, and to withdraw 'our confidence in and regard for yo:ur people, is an 
enemy to your Majesty's person and family, a violator of the public peace. and a 

,-
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-> 

betrayer of OUf happy constitution as it was c! tablishcd at the g lorious and necessary 

Revolution. " 
The King made no reply. When the maller was referred to lh~ ommon 

Council. BecHord prgduced his speech and read it. Therdorc, one observes. it wa~ 

pre meditated, composed, and written befofe the presentation of the remonstrance . 

• 

LOIlIl )/.1.\'011. UKCI.:f()IlI , 

Th~ Court passCjd a rormal vote of thanks to ~!le Lard -J.1.."1}'or for vindicating ar lhe 
. fOOl of the thronc the loyally and itffectioR of the citizens of London. 

Beckford W'lS succecde • "b}, Brqss Crosby. a lJ\d"rr 'Pf tqua\ jx;triotism and 
courage. In .. the"first l110mh of his office there "arose t question whether the 
Lurds'of the Admi~alty h¥' the power to issue press warchnts to be executed in the 
CilY· \Vilkt;s, '-n~Cl!r<~I)h' \vaS tI~e Alderman who raisei! the C:it1cstion. 1l was· ~ 

• 
• • • . 

• . -
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question of very grea t imporLance, because it seemed to lOllch lilt:: Ci ty)s right to be 
subject to no other magistrate than one of their own choice. The following queries 
were laid before counsel, with their opin ion, as subjoined (Mt'lidand, COlIl.ill. p. 120). 

Query I. May the Lords of the Adll1irally of lnemsdves, by virwc of their 
commission, or under the direction of th~ Privy Counci l, legally issue warrants for 
the impressing of seamen? 

Query 2. If yea, is the warrant anncxctl in point of form legal ?-
Query 3. Is the Lord !\Iayor compellable to back slich warran ts? If he is. 

what may be the consequence of a refusal? 
The Lord Mayor further informed the COlirt that no one was to be arrcsted 

within the City except by a constable; that he had furnished the li eutenants of 
the prcssgangs with li !'>ts of all the constable!'>; and they were nOt to arrest any 
freeman or the servalll of a freeman. I n order to induce sa ilors to enter wi thout 
impressment, the Court offert:d a sum of forty shilJ iOgs for every able seaman, and 
twenty shillings for ever)' ordinary seCJ.m::I.II, O}' Cf and above the bounty granted by 
His M~jest)', not exceeding one month from the &ue of (h'e order. 

The Coun rewrncd to the grievance in the right of election, rlnd it was resolvl!d 
that .mother petition and remnn<;l r:H)Ce dlOUJd Lt: dr;~wn up. They were by this 
time used to strong language. and thereforl! did not hesttatc lO t!xprcss themselves 
plainly . 

. , Wt! have seen the knoYl'n law of the land.. the sure guardian of Hight, trodden 
d wn : and. b)' the , influence 01 daring I\l inistcrs, ' arbitrary discretion, the law of 
(" rants, SeL up to o \'e rthrow the choice of the- elec tors, and Dominate to a seat in 
1 ariiamclll a person not CrlOscn b)' the people. .• 

Your Majesty's throne is. fo \trided on tilt .. free ~erci~ of 1l)jS great right 
election ; to pr.es~r\'c it inviolate is lrpc loyj\tty.; "'lO undcrmin¥ It is the most 

c~l1lpendious trcaSOll Q,gatnst" the whole constitutiOn." 
The King cOldl.x-.n!pii €'cl th~t .b~ saw 1lO~ reason to c~nge hi!'> opinion already 

inflieated upon thC;S~ poin.ts ... : J'heJ.t rollo~\'ed the gre;t conl(~~~in which Brass 
Crosby stood outl1laafully for 111e libert), of the press. It nlld of late been the custom 
of the papers lO ' publish, '1.Il'Kler fiCtitious nam'e's, the speeches in th e. .. House of 
Commons. The primers'Qf the Aliddlue.:t: jourllal and the Gaultecr, John \¥heble 
and R. Thompsoa, began to l)ub1i511' the speeches wilh the names. The H ouse. 
indignant .at this breach of privilege. ;HldresseU- the throlltt asking for :.l royal 
prOdi'\malioD offering a reward of £50 for the apprehell'Sioll oft- the twO men. This 
was granted, lind, on the strength of lhe proclamiltion, one CarpenlCr arrested \Vheble, 

• • 
and brought him before Wilkes, the silting AI4ernlall. N.cver before had \Vilkes 
obtained an opportunit), so ex.cellent for nnlloying his encmies. On the g round that 
there was no o ther reason than lhe proclamalion for arresting \Vhehle. Wilkes 
ordered him to be discharged; he thl!1l bound over Carpcmer to .... answer for his 

" 
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offence; and he wrote to Lord Halifax stating what he had done. because such an 
arrest was a direct violation of the rights of an Englishl'l1an and of the chartered 
privileges of the Cit>', 

At the !>ame time \Vheble add ressed a lener to the Speaker. I-Ie said that he 
had found a piece of paper on which he had asked for counsel's opinion. The 
importance of the case is so great that. the documents are here product!d in full 
(Maitland. COllllir. p. 127):-

"CASE FOR MR. MORRIS'S OI'INION 

'Ordered, That J. Whcble do IIttend this House upon Tuesday morning nt!Xt. 
Ordered, Th:n the Scr\'icc of the said Order, by leaving:l. Copy of the !lame'at Lhe usual Place of 

Abode of the s.,id J. Whcblc, be deemed equal to personal Service, and be good Sen-ice. 
J. H,,1'SI!U., Cl. Dom. Com: 

1'1-1 E al)()\'c Writing, whioh is by somc slll>l)()sed to he a Copy of an Order, or prctended Order, of 
thc House of Commons, I\'a/I left, upon Friday, February ::t:nd, 1171 , at the House of tolr, John Whebll!, 
within the CilY of Lo.ndon, ~ing put inlo r.he H ands of one of his Servants by a Person who stilcd himself 
Messenger to the I iousc or'eommons, 

Upon Thursday, february :8th, a Penon cnlit..-d at Mr. \\'heLle'l> house, and shewt.-d a Paper 
Writing, ..... hich he pretended to be some \\'amlnt or Authority (rom the Speaker of Ihe I-louse or 
Commons, directing him to t:..ke }tftlll Whcblc into CustOdy, for his Contempt in not obeying the Ordel'3 
of the !-l ouse for his Al.J.endance 011 11m! House. 

Upon Saturday, March 9th, n PUller, in the Form of a Royal Proclumnlion, appeared in the Ga;tllt, 

intituled, by the "ing, A l'rodam:aion for aptu-chcnding John Wht:ble and R~ Thompson. ' 
Mr. Wheble did not appenr to the al.l6,'e Summons, ncilhec has he Ix'ell al?,prehendt.-d upon the 

pte.tended Warrant of the Speaker, or Ihe prctcndod l'roclamation, ... 

• 
." QUEST I ON~ 

• • 
• 

I. SupposeJh~ Pallt!T Writing first*Vi: Itlenlioned to bl! :lO"lP)' of a 8U1uhn: Order of the House 
of Common., i. John 'Wbeble, 3t whose llouse the $."lmc \\"3S left,"!,), l ... w.rccj"ltirnbk 10 attend agrecable 
10 Ihe ttnor Ihcrcbf? 

II. 1 f John \ .... heblc is so Tequirable to auenab)' I .... "lw,'lt'l fftlving~ ncgrecli~ 10 do liO, what I'enalties 
is he Hable to, lind bJ' ~h:t.t Me:ml would il hlln~: I~en legl1110 pnx.cetl againsl "fro? 

111. I( the :pretended Wimnnt of Ih t! Speaker is alllhentic, was Johu Whtble ouliged to pay 
Obedience thereto. by surrendering himself!l" prisoner ~ the Pcr!lO~ who carried .... ·ilb him the !i:lme, and 
called himse1r a Meuengcr or the I louse ? . 

IV. T :lldng the Paj)(:r wbidl 3ppcared in the (;mu/k Jcall), to ~ Ihe King's Proclamation, is ' the 
umc a Icgtll J'rocess, and:1 .sufficient Warmnt to such"u may \"enfUre to at!t under it? 

Upon {be wll01l:-. Mr; Morris is"'desired 10 give his OpiniC1l"l on Ihe nbove Italed C:uielu Mr., Wheblc, 
land as Caunsel to a(h'i~'ll:It Conduct he ought uy Law to obscn'c ul)OlI this occasion, 

COPNSI-:L'S OP INION 

1 h:n-e :tttelli.lvely perused the above-wriIH:n Case. 
T o the mst QuestiOfl, 1 am mali! c1earlv Ilnd decisively or Opinion, that Mr, Whthlc is not 

eomptl1.ablc by Law .10 a ltcnd the Jlouse ot COII'I mon$ in pUfliuance o( the written Order nhove stated . 

• 

• • 
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2nd Qy. The first Question being :lnswcrcd in the I\'cgath'c, the second requires no considemtion; 
but if the Attendance was legally requirablc, pursuant to the a\)ovc Order, it "'ould not be difficult to thew 
what Penalties the refusing ]':UI)' would be linble to upon resort to the legal Courts of Justice, which 
would hnve CogniL1nce of such offences. 

lTd Qy. H the Summons be inwtlid. the subsequent Warl'llnt by the Speaker must neccssnrily be 
i,wnlid, also; for the Defects of II;c SUmmou5 were not cured by any appearance of Mr. Wheble. A form 
of:t Warrant 11 0 morc makes:l. legal authority (for 80 much the. Word imports) than a Constable's Staff 
makes a l'ence-Officer. If the Warrant were legal, II Messenger of Ihe !-l ouse is nOI a proper person for 
executing it; bUI only thc Sergeant at Arms, and the Deputy-Sergtant. 

JJut these are Trines wilh Re8peCt to the Question; for the Answer is most plnin and posith'c, that 
the Speakcr of the House of Ct.IlIllllOnS is no more a 111 agi~tt:lte appointed to issue Warran ts of apprehension, 
than thc H~ i~(' !1 is a Court of Justice npllOinted to punish. 

4th Qy. 'rbi5~ucstion admits of no Hesitation or Dispute. The pretenOcd Croclamation of the 
King i~ dearly illegal J> rOl:bmalions have-no intrinsic r orce -in th is Country; nor havc they any tit all 
but by special Act of Parliament. . 

Upon the Wh".'crJ ~ do' ndyl.e Mr, 'trleblc to',la), ~o Attention ur Obedience cithef to the above
mcntioned SUnl1110nS, W~rfnnL 'or Appreben.";on. or Proclnmation. All afC equally unjust and illegal. 
M.r. Whcble will he prott-tted in his .Rl!Sist.,nc.c by Mavna Qatta, nnd by '!UlllcrOllS St:Ullles which 
confirm Ollt ill\'alunTJle <;tude of LiJ>ertics. The Procilmation, moreovcr, scent!! \0 me to let'}' n ('ruel War 
lll>on 1"'0 Individuals 16th6kColour of I M1",; ilnd I do -givc it a~ m)' Opmion, lhal ~Ir. "'hchle ilia), well 
inSlitUl0: :1I1 aCtion b"im'thc· :'nsc,-:IgMnil the COLlflSCliOrli, Promoters, }\idCrs, AVctlors, and Publishers 
thereof. 

LINCOI.N':; 1li1', 

Jtltlrrn 14//1, 1771. 

• 
• 

, R. hIOlI.lUs." 

The arrest of Thoml)~"On, the other offender named, was in the s.:'l.Inc \",ay 
pronounced illegal, and the nliln discharged. T he H ouse of Commons then tried 
the atTeSt of a third primel', one 1\ li1ler of the Er/w;'tg Post, by a Speaker's wa rran t 
st! IH by a messenger of the 1-louse, i-I e wa!r brought before the Lord 1\1 ayor, the 
COlin being attended by the llip.llty 5.ergcant-at.Arms to demand, in the name of 
the Speaker, that the Illa n J\'liller should be given up to him. T he Mayor refused; 
it 'Was contrary, he said, to the laws and constitutions of the Ci ty, t hat a freeman 
should be a rrt!stcd on any w<\rralll without the signature ora magistra te of the Ci ty. 

No mon: flagrant viol:llioT! of the privileges of the City liad ever been attempted 
by Crown, Lords, 6r Commons. T he Cit)' was deeply ind ignant. \Vhtl} Crosby 

... and Ol iver ,he Sheriff drove to the H ou5e by order or" the Speaker, they were 
followed by hundreds of people,.-who, on their return, took ou t the horses and 
dragged 1ht: carriage themsclves. Crosby. who W,IS sllffur ~ng .froul gout, had only 
t ime to ;'"ll)\1.hat he bad acted according to his oa th in prorccling the Charl~rs of the 
City. He was ~hel1 o~liged to si t do wn, and was carried a u[ , \Vil kcs, for ms pan t 

.... refused to <Il ten<;1 .. except as mC.lllber for Middlesex. This was on J"la n:h 19, 
J 77~· The Ourt of Common Council moved a \'6le of tha nks to the three, and 
resolved to stand b)' them, The K ing and the House were furious. On the :151h 'l 
of March Cr?Sby was sufficientl y recovered to go ali t ag~in . O nce more he was · 
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escorted by thousands. 
The House. therefore, 
Tower. 

Again he was compelled by pain and feebleness to go home. 
proceeded to the case of Oliver. whom they ordered to the 

The C0l11 1110n Council answered this o rder by resolving upon keeping a table 
for Oliver during his connflem cnL 

On the 27th the Lord l\'la.y6r once more au endecl lhe I fouse with half the Ci ty. 

" 
JOIU~ WII."'-S , 

I-Ie was, like Oliver, ordered to be imprisoned in lhe T ower. The mob, f1)eam ime. 
held all tile approoches to the House. Lord North and CharleS" Fox were assaulted, 
a~ld the former narrowly escaped. At the COlln of Common Council held next day 
Crosby declined the favour of a "table" at the C ity's cxpeuse; nod Ol1ve r wrote 
a lelter, in which he spoke very Qpenly.- but pla inness of speech no 10!1ger did any 
good. _ .. ' 

.. The last ten years have ",trorcJecJ the City of London', ill ' particular, every 
in6tance of neglect, unkindness, insult, and injury'; their petitions have been rejected, 
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slighted, ridiculed j their property unjustly conveyed to others; their charters 
violated; their laws con temned; their magistrates imprisoned. The power that 
consumes us ha.s the plainest and most odious marks of despotism, abject abroad 
and insolent at home." 

For some reason the House proceeded 110 further with \Vilkes than to summon 
him three limes: each time he refused to attend except ~s member for 1\Iiddlesex. 
On l\'lay the loth, when the House rose, the two pri soners came ou t of the T ower. 
They were welcomed with a discharge of the Artillery Company's guns, and the 
City was illuminated. The mob also broke all the windows in the Speaker's house, 
Jest there should be an)' doubt as to their opinions. A few days later, when the case 
of the messenger of the 1-I ouse of Commons was con:;idered, a Noli P,'osctjui was 
obtained on the ground thal it was unbecoming to use the King's name for prosecuting 
a me:;senger of the I-louse of Commons. 

The Court of Common Council passed .a vote of thank~ to the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen Oliver and \\'ilkcs. They also voted a si lver cup. value £200, to the 
Lord Mayor, and twO others. \'alqc £ 100 each. to Oliver and \Vilkes, 

The), then, undaunted by rt!pcated rebuffs and, snGbs, pr~ceeded to draw up 
another remonstranc" .tnd to court another rebuff, which they duly rcc.eivcd. 

In March 1771 thl! City tlrew lip yet another rcmolltitrallcc- drawn up .and 
~)resellted to receive another snub. It is incredible that the City did not by th is 
ime understand that their remonstrances were absolu tely futile. \Vilkes did nOt 
aend with tilt: f\'li1yor. In April he claimed his seat again and was again refused, 

1'he City understood by this time. however. that the onl y way of gctting reforms 
as through the House itself, and it is a proof of the isolation of English-towns al 

hat time that no attempt seems w ha ve been made to create a patriotic spiri t in the 
oroughs of the country or to ascertain the feeli ng of the dcct6rs. As regards the 

members for the Ci ty. they were mltde to sign an engagement to use their be,st 
c;ndeavours to shorten Ih~ duration of Parliaments; to e~cJudc pensioners and 
placemen from the J IOllse; to establish a fair and equal representation of the people 
in Parliamenl; and to redress lht! grieva'hces and secure Ihe .. cons titutional rig hts 
or their fdlow.subjccls in Greal Britain, Ireland, and America. . Also solemnly to 
promise not 10 accept from the Crown or its Ministers any place, pension. contract. 
tille, gratuity, or clllohunenl whatsoever. 

In October 1'774 Wilkes was elec ted Lord Mayor; and in the same m~nth he 
was again returned for f!. l iddlesex. The I louse gave way; the long battle pC len 
years was o~r: the man who had been UKpelled the I-louse, who h .. ld been out-
1.1wcd. who had been fined and imprisoned, who had been [pur times running 
expelled, who had dcdied the l'louse when it imprisont;d hi s friends, who had been 
successively elected Alderman, Sheriff, and Lord f!.la}'or, - now entered the House 
supported by half 3. dozen members of his own nomination, and invested with the 

• 
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insignia of the first mag istracy in Englnnd. No one opposed him j he look his seat 
without a word of opposition. More than this, he was able to cause the various 
resolutions as to his own cxpuls.iOn to be expunged. 

XII . REVOLT OF THE CO LON IES 

The facrio~s Spirit which prevailed in the Cit)' is shnwn by the unseemly 
quarrels among the Aldermen over an eleclion during Wilkes's year of office: 
\Ve need not linger over th is trouble. A far more important maller, that of the 
Revol t of the A merican Colon ies. next occupied the attention of the Cit)'. Had 
the Government the right of taxing any pan of H is ?\lajesty's dominions which 
was n01 represented in Parliament? The 'answer, to us, is perfectly plain and 
sillll)ie. By every upward step in freedom; by the lessons of 16-13-49; by the 
deposition of James; by the conduct" of William; by the consti tutional reigns of 
George tho. First and George the Second ;-this great law of English li berty had 
been asserted. cla imed, al1~ granted. \Ve are amazed that it ~vas not acknowledged 
by George the Third aod his Ministers; }'t!l Lord Nonh, while he repealed all 
other taxes on the Colonies, m~li "tained dmt on tea, in orde r to assen his pre
tended' right to tax the Colonies withou t their consent. 

The majori ty in th~ new House of Commons, to which Wilkes was elected, a 
House, like its predl!cessor, of piacemcn and obedient voters, was in Javour of uphold
ing this righ t, c.ven at the ' risk of civil war with colonies united for the first time ill 
Jefellce 'If their libenies-the one and only caust= in ' which colonies so widely 
different could be expected to un ite. Happily, the City 'I t this juncture behaved with 
so grea t a sense. of !rue patriot ism and ~o deep a reHpon<;ibility as to their own duty, 
that one regrets dte political impotence into \\ hich London had now fallen. They 
,l\ight ha¥c lea rncd by the ill success of thei r late remonst rances that, thoug h the 
King received thei r petitions, he was not in the least degree moved by them; nor hud 
they the least effec t In creating or changi ng public feeling. Outside London. one 
asks whether ti)ere \\'cre any country towns. or municipalities, which ever heard, save 
by private Icncr or by report, of the COlll lllon Council's struggle fo r the liberties of 
the nation? 

Chatham, as is well known, spoke to the I-louse o(Lords with bllrn illg eloquel1cc 
a~;linst the conduct of lhe Nliniste:rs. The House of Commons passed a Bill for 
shu tting Out the Colonists from the Newfoundland fisheries; the Common CoulYCil 
in vain protested against a law which could not be enforced and wouJcl""only madden 
those at whom it was directed. The City then drew up another remonstrance. 
Apart. from commcrcial considera tions and the 'ruin of manufacturers, they rcferre<l 
~e question to the liberties of Englishmen. 
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T his remonstrance was presented by the Lord Mayor. The Cit)' members, the 
Court of Alde rmen, the Sheriffs, and the Livery also attended in a body. The 
King rt:ctivcd them, and r~l ied by expressing his astonishment that any of his 
subjects should encourage the rebellious spiri t of the Colonists. The Ilex t day, 
however, the Lord Chamberlain wrote to \~'i lk cs saying tha t the King wou ld 
receive no morc addresses on the throne save frolll the body corporate of the 
City. Wilkes replied, urging the ancient and uncontested right of the Livery to 
prcscm addresses to the King a ll the thront:; he also pointed Ottt that the answer 
of the King to thl.! Ci ty's remonstrance would probably be taken by the Amcric;\Ils 
as a [I'csh proof of his anger against them. 

'I'he COlllmiltcl! of Associa tion of New York addrt!ssed a letter to the Cit)' of 
London. urging it to use all its l! fforts for the restoration of honollr :lnd peace. A 
copy was sent to ever), member of til t:: Courl. At the next meeting of the COU rl 
resolUlions were passed condem ning tbe l\ l iniste rs for their adv ice to the King. and 
adopting a new remonstran Ct:. This, which wa s stronger and more outspokt::n thall 
any of the preceding, the K ing refu sed to answer except ti l levee. The COllllllon 
Counci l, therefore. publ ished th t:ir 1'l! J1l0nSlrance without presenting it. T hey then 
proceeded to consider the It::lf(!r from New YOlk. and, in r~pl)' . .prew up another 
remonstrance praying the K ing to suspend hos lilitil!s in A 111t:rica. This was receivecl. 
and obtained the usual repl),. Next, the Committee of Philadelphia appealed LO 

L ndon as the" Piltron of Libert)," to mediate in th t: restoration of peace. What 
\\;~s LO be done? The City had appealed to the King. time aftt: r time, widt .. no result. 
T r e majority in the ftl ollse of Commons, as was sa id in the last remonst rance, ..)\"cre 
" t oloriously bribed to bt:tray their constituents and tll t:ir country"; it was worse 
th n usele*, to add ress such a I iouse; that g reat and venerable gua rd itt,p~ of the" 
na'ion's libertiies was degraded into an inst rument for trampling , them dowrt" It was 
de ichxl . therefore. to address the electors of the whole coum;y- a step \" hich should 
hav<> heel1 ~aken as soon as the obstinacy oi the J{~ing and tbe detL--tminmism of the 
i\1WSIo;~ \i(0 dt!~roy the libt:rties of the peoplt": .. we re unde rstood. 'Th's add ress 

'pointed~ut mOst clearly that thc ioUlHry coltld get nOl,ing ou t of the \ta r. even' if j l 

." _, \Vi;t S s u~c~sful : nothing OIL ull, except ocrtain injury to trade. certain loss in 
~ commercia'\ relations, t normous e~pend i \.otJrt: . and the e~tHbli shment of arbtt,nlry 

,"kwer over the ColonJcs. ~ ... '" 

.' -.... We lamctU {he blood that hni been already shed; .... ·c deplore the (ate of those brnve mCQ who ~c 
dC'o'otcd'o hazard thc:~ li\'cs-=nOl ngninst the enemies of the British nallle, but a~ninst tilt: friend! of lh~ 
Ilr.QIIllCrity :md &lor1-1)( Great Britain; we feel for the honour of the nritis~ :lrfll', sullied-not by 1ho mis
bella\'iour of {hose who bore thtm, but by the miiCOnducl of the MinislcnI who emploJ'cd them. (or. lll$: 
opprcssiori of their fellow-subjL'CIs j we -nfe tll:mned at the imme<ii:ne, insupportable. expe~ at\c1 the . , 
1lr~b .. \ble COnst.'quences of II war which, we nre eOn\'inccd, originll tes in I'ioieqtc and injustice, artd rnuq, end 
ill "tWn." .. 

. .. 
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At tbe same time the C ity scn t pctitiOlls to both Houses, with no result; and 
the war continued. 

On October 3 1, 1]76, in the House of Lords, upon the Illotion for an address of 
confidence to the Ki ng, an amendment was moved by the Marquis of Rockinghan' 
and seconded by the Duke of Manchester. The amendment was an earnest protest 
against the folly and wickedness which led to the Rebell ion of the American 
Colonies. 

The protest was lost by 91 to 26; and so a gre..,.t opportunity of concession and 
conciliation was thrown away. The City was consistent with itself and persiStenl in 
its actioo. In March '776 the Common Council implored lhe K ing to suspend 
hostilities in order to attempt a reconcil iation. George replied, evidently in that 
amazing ignorance as to the real questions and the re.al issues at stake which is the 
only e;"planalion of hi s obstinacy. that he was ready to extend clemency .r as soon 
as the rebellion was at an end." Only three months later the Declaration of 
Independence was sig ned. 

Early in 1778, when public subscriptions were asked for in support of the war, 
the Ci ty of London re fused tD g ive anything. Conciliatory meastlres were advanced, 
and perhaps, even at that late period in the contest, peace might have been arranged. 
But Prance now entered into alliance with America, and the war became one 
which must, for the sake of honour, be foug ht out to the encl. Spain joined France. 
There was no lOnger any thought of peace. The conduct of the war belongs to the 
history of .the country. 

On February 27, 1782, General Conway carried a resolu tion chat the use of 
force to put down the Colonies was impracticable. Lord North resigned. Rodney's 
victory over De Grasse, and Lord Howe's relief of Gibra ltaI:, somewhat Sf,)Olhed the 
n:llional humiliation ; and on September 3, 1787. the Peace of Paris was signed, and 
on the 6th of October was proclaimed in the Ci ty. A nd so, nllnsl, we closed the most 
discreditable chapter in the whole history of Enghnd; in which London was from 
the outset-it is a most honourable and even a mos t glorious fact~on rhe, side..of 
julttice and liberty; in which the King, his Ministers, and a complaisa nt House of 
Commons Were on the side of tyranny and illegal oppression. Unfortunately. the: 
City bad lost hcr old, and Jlad not yet acquired her new, 3uthority. 

I XII I.- LONDON AND THE FRENCH REVOLV:rION 
. . 

Many persons-among them the most intelligent and the most ref1ecting
looked u~n the rm Iy steps of the French Revolution with an eagerness of 
bope UtI expectation which they did not try to conceal. Who could believe that 
a 'fe¥dIutie«' which begaD with so much promise should lead to slIch wholesale 

5 - . 



34 LONDON IN TIlE EIGHTEENTh! CENTURY 

massacres of innocent blood? Who could believe that a chivalrous nation would 
descend to such infamies as the unspeakable trcatmem of the Queen and the 
slow murder of the Dauphin? \Vha could foresee that n movement which 
seemed at first to set free a gr~dt people, would lead to a military despoti sm 
and an attempt at unive rsal domination? 

The eighteenth century prepared itself slowl y and unconsciously for the events 
of its last decade; schola rs, historians, and ph ilosophers considered and d iscussed 
continually the questions of const itution, govern ment, rights, and liberties. Its 
travellers wandered over the whole of Europe and elsewhere. observ ing and re porting 
on the condition of the people. Everywhere they fou nd kings whose rule was 
absolute ; everywhere they found intolerance in religion ; prohibi tion of free though t; 
a press muzzled and fetlered; judges subservient and corrupt; privileged classes 
who pa id no taxes; the people ground down by exactions. without a voice in the 
governmem, without representatives. \~l hen they published, or narra ted, these 
things at home, the examination of their own institutions, if only by comparison, was 
inevi table. They found in this, the boasted land of liberty. a king a lways trying to 
filch something more for his prerogative: whose stupid obstinacy in taxing people 
without representatives had lost Eng land's most magnificent possessions; a civillist 
blackened by crowds of pell sioned fa \'ollriles; not a tenth pan of the people 
represented; intolerance of fret:: thought; the comillon people rough anJ ignoran t to 
the last degree; lht:: arm)' and navy maintained by a barbarous system of flogging 
wh ich had no parallel even in the [1,1 iddle Ages; merchants enriched by a t rade in 
f>laves far more extensive anJ mare cruel than thut fo rmerly carri ed on by the 
Saxons; the press rigorousl), watched; free expression ca lled blasphemy; Catholics, 
Uisselllers, <lnd Jews st ill under disabil ities; a penal code so terrible that juries . -refused to convict, even with the clearest evidence; and a HOllse of Commons which 
was the "mere lool - the paid, purchased, ignoble tool- of the Government. vVors!;: 
still , this despicable body prided themselves on being gentlemen and <Iffected to 
despise tradesmen. Was the re ever a worse time for England ? Looking around 
him, the E nglish philosopher could not possibly admit that the Bri tish Constitution 
was the best of all possible constitutions. And when the French Revolution began, 
undertak ing the most sweeping reforms, he could not choose bu t bel ieve that this 
was 11 movement rich in promise, full of generolls and noble and humane endeavour. 
and that th is movement would ser v<! as an example to his own countr),. The 
frightful excesses which followed damped his ardour. Yet there remained some who 
continued faithful to lhei r firs t hopes; and even the long war of twenty·three years 
which followl:d, when, for a time, the very existence of Great Britain was in danger, 
when the Conqueror marched north and south and -east lhroughout a prostrate 
cOlllincnt, calling all his own,-even these things failed to extinguish in these men 
the arden t love of liberty which had moved their hearts at the outset ; moved 
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their hearts to the very depths: lllo\'C1..i a ll that was in theHl of generosity and 

nobility. 
In November 1789 the ., Revolution Society" was consti tuted. I n the presem 

condi tion of Oll r liberties, the Society does not seem very form idable. But at that 
lime, not only W<lS the H ouse of Commons a sham, but every allempt at free thought 
or advocacy of reform was treated as a case of treasonable libel. Thus, the 
following proposi ti ons seemed audacious and threatening to the last degree. T o 
liS they o nly seelll' ill·timed and brought fot warc1 at a time when al l conservatives 
were trembling with terror at the uproot ing of everrthi ng they held preciou::;, 
in France. As yet the Reign of Terror had not begun. The Society sent an 
Address of Cong ratulation to the National Assembly (A 111l1lal RI'g'istcr. '789):-

" T he Society for commclllor:uing the Reyolution in Grc:l' I:Iri!:li n, d,~d:uning national partialities, 
:md rejoicing in eyer} triumph of libert)' nnd justice o,'cr arbitr:IrY ])()WCI', offer to the Nntiono.l Assembly 
of France their congrntul:ttiulIs on the revol ution in IlInt country. nnd on the prospect it gives 10 the two 
fim kingdoms in the world, of a common participation ill the blessings of civil and religious iibt:rty. T hey 
cannot hc:lp adding their nnlent wishes of an Imp!')' settlement of so iml)()rt:H1t It revolution, and nt Ihe same 
lillie expressing the r.1rticulnr satisfaction with wh ich they reflect on the tendencr'of the glorious exnmple 
gh'en in Frnncc to encoumgc other nations 10 assert the unali r n:lhlc rights of mankind, and thereby to 
imroduce /I gencro.l reformation in the Governments of Europe, and to make the world free and happy." 

• 
On J uly 10, 1790. the same Society passt:d a resolu tion rejoicing in the comple te 
success of the French Revolu tion. On November 4. '790, at a d inner, th t 
President, Dr. Richard Price. who had n'ceived the freedom of the City for his 
Ob.rt'rl'atioll. ot(. the Naturc of Ch,it Libert)'. announced that he had received 
letters and addresses of respect and fraternal arrection from many cities, towns, and 
societies in Francc. .... addressed to the Revolution Society of England. On Nov~m~ 

her 4, '791, the Society reported more expressions of friendship from French 
CitIes. Uy "this time the glorious ReyoluLion had begun to thirst for blood. 

Hitherto the friends of the French Revolution had firmly believed that it was 
making for a period o f universal peace:-

"Brnve and generous Frenchmen I" (the Seriet), writes), "who not only make the utmost bounds of 
your own empire parlnkers of the cnmmcm bliss, but in\'ht! gngland 10 help in libcrnting the whole WOrld I 
J-1eartl tilU~ expanded with goodwill.to mankmd arc worthy of fr(,:edom. The Great Original considerl you 
.u luch whiie (nt the COSt of but little blood) he giyes untO you a grc:n portion of liberty, ::and at he .. shrine 
h:l3 caused the grand monarch to bow, Ihe nobles to fnll, and, though illSl nnd relucl:lnt, the priCitll to 
yield 11" her sw::ay. Our wish, our hope is, that the gifl may be permanent, enduring to the end or time. 
With a n:uion thus elalted, England shnll esteem it her high honour to be 3l1ied; ..... hile their joint efforts 
shall IJc to teach neighbouring n:..tions to know their 01l(n worth, and cultivate among them peace and 
~'OO(lwill." 

The l{c volution Society. in its cnthu<;ias m for the f'rench Revolution, was 
followed by the .. London Corresponding Society," by the "Sbciety for COl\~ 
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Slilutional Information," and by the .. F fi ends of the People." There were also 
numerous clubs in London and \ \lestminste r established for the purpose of or dis
semina ting seditious principles." i.c. of advocating reform. Societies wi th the 
same objects were also founded 111 the principal towns of the country. The 
Government was greatly alarmed, but obstinately resoh'eel not to yield to any 
importunity. On November 18. l i92, the English residcllls in Paris held a grand 
banquet of s),lllpathy with the Revolution. The 10aSt S included .1 The Republic 
of France"; .. The Armies of France ": "Perpetual linion between the Free 
Count ries of England. France. America. and the N'eth'.1rlands"; " The Abol ition 

of H ereditary T ides";' und m:1O)' oth(:;rs. Sir Roue rt Smith and Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald on the spot laid down their titles. 

The Association in SUppOrl (If the Constitlltion was founded to coun teract 
lhese revolutionary soci~'lics il l the end of the year I i92. The strength of the 
existing Cons titution was ~dso cl(:,lllon5tr.ltcd b)' th l.! SUppOrl of all tht: lead ing mer· 
chants and bankers in the City. T ht..:rl.! followl-·d. howc"~r, a st..: ries of addresses, 
remonstrancc'i, ilnd rt..:prcseLltatiol1s for and against. l\1c;'Ll1time, tht! Govcrnmen t 
resolved on prosl:!cuting Thom.Js PaiLlt' :l ~ ":1 wicked, seditiolLs, :.Hld ill.disposed 
person," the author of a libel against the Go\'c rnmcnl. called The Rights 
of lI/oII. 2nd part. The life of !'ainl" of \\ hi ch this action is a single 
episode, and not Ollt: of great imporlanct:, <.1o\,;s not belong to the his tory of 

London. \\'hi le tht: ac tion was pn:paring. tht! defendant received the intelligence 
~hat he had LCt.:11 ek:c tt.:d ur the Pas dt.: Calais liwir member"at the National Con
\'elltion, lie therefore left the aClion to t;'lke cart.: of itself, and quitted England 
to join the Con\'ention. Th t' case wa!; tried in his absence (December 8, 1792), 
and in spite of a spiri ted spt..:cch from Erskine, Paine was found gu ilty and 

:.entenced to uanishment. The result wa" cer tain from the Ou tSet; the action 
was evidently intended to intimidate the revolutionary societies, some 6f whom 
had gone so far as to send ddegatt!s \\ ilh letlers of congratulation to the Na tional 
Convention sitting at Paris, 

Looking back with a larger power of su rveying the whole grouud, it bcconi'es 
truly amazing thaI in the year t 792 anyone should be so ill acquainted with the ' 
country as IQ be capable o f believing a Rt:public pos!.ible. There migh t be 'il 

prolonged r iot, with the destruction of a great man)' buildings; it would become 
a riot like the Gordon Riots, \\'ithout a single respectable man 011 its s ide; the 
whole of the rank, wealth, in tellect, rel ig ion, law, the whole of the army and the 
navy, would be ranged on the side of the K ing, the Church, and the Lords. 
No mere riot ca.n be successful in the long-run; an orderly Government, resting 
on the suffrages of a whole uni ted, intelligent, and educated people, was ludicrously 
impossible. Never was there a time whe n a Republic was less possible. Where 

was that intell igence- that union? In the country the villagers wl;!re totally 
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i.lliterate. horribly poor, absolutely under the rul e of squire and parson, In 
London the craftsman, driven out of lhe City to make room for warehollses and 
quays, Jived apart, no longer cared for by his employe r, his former company, or 
his former parish. He had ceased to belong to an)' company: there were no 
schools for hi s ch ildren ; he went to no church; the Government was represented 
in his e yes by the hangman and lh(; cat-o'·ni ne -tails; his rondi tion had nC\' {'T 

in the whole history of Lonclon been so low, not {;\'('n when he t1rSl crossed the 
sea and landed on the coast of E ssex. a wilt! fighting-man, ignorant. if you 
pieasc,-yet with a religion which he unckrslond, Jaws which he obcrecl. institu
tions which he mainwim:d, freedom fo r \\ hich he fOllgh t and was read y to die. 
The East SOlXOIi was a man far. very far ill nd\'~mc(' of th /..! cig-lllCt:nth-ct::ntury 
working-man of London; !'o was du: Londonl~r of the <lftt r agt: who ran to th t: 
Folk 1\lott: at the SlIllllllons o f St. Paul's bt:ll. itncl chost: his I'0rtrceve (lr his 
sheriff: so wa'> the Londoner of the liftcelHh ccnwrr who went ou t to dt.pose 
the Prod igal King'; so W . lS the gr,IH' and soLer Puril .ul. . \ nab:lI>lisl. hftl! 
Monarch), 1\lan, (if CrcHl1l\l':U'S tinle. In C'\'crr agc, ('XCl-pl th~t of the t'ightcen th 
century, the wo rking.man of London hat! heen a n:<;ponsihlt> individu,d, a separate 

factor. li e was no long-cr a perso ll tn be considerc.::d at all; he hild IlO longer 
a vote for anrthing; three g'l!]ll:r, ltions of gin.drinking hat.1 reduced him to a 
besotted conclition, in which he W<I,) no longer able to think. or to rcason. or even 
to combine in the simplest mallner fo r his OWI\ interests. 

Yet there were two mobs in l.ondon and one W:l '> illt(·l!ig(·nl. King, Church, 

Landlord, Capiul, arc s till MI'Ong' among Ih, "hl'tlwl' for good o r for e\'il. A 
hundn.:d years ;1~;0 t1ll'f \It'fl! one hundn,:d time'> a!-; s trong; and thdr st rength 
was chiefl}, used for what SCt'IllS III U<';, \1 ho can nut perllilp,> put ou rselves in their 
place, innuc llce in a wrong dirt-c rio]!. .\1 lC;I:>t. ht1wt·\'c r. tl1('Y could keep order 
and could repel the enem~ ; it is c(.:rtain dl,Lt had th t: " h "it: nds of Ihe People " 
gOt the ir war, thert: would have IWl'l1 110 orJI'r 01\ all, IHn a mi~rtde worse than 
thaI in Fr.lIlcc, and perlt;I])!'! a'-i ti "':-j~rish, It is, hOWl"Ver, the besetting wcakne<;s 

~ of generous souls to bdic"c lh.u the res t of th l! world is as generous as them
selves. In other word s, the classc" in pOWl'!" had the stre ngth to keep in power, 
while the classes QUI o f power had no stI't'ngth to make themseh-es even fell. 

The Court of Common Council, 011 the 29 th of November 1792, passed 
il :;trong rc.::sollil io ll in SlIpport of K ing and Constitution. The Corresponding 

Society was regarded by the GO\'crnml'11l with grcatl: r ~tllxicly than any of the 
other bodies. This society had numerous branches scattcrt::d about thl! country: 

among its members Were ma n}' of the better SOI'l. the cducalt!d middlt:·c1ass. Their 
publications were numerOus; thei r meetings were t:arnest; their objects were definite, 

well knuwn, and were " er}' r igh tly l:on::.itlcr..:d dangcrous, They met at taverns 
where debating societies were held, and under the disguise of some question 
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cbnnected with ilncit:!lIt Greece o r ROilne they carri ~d on their arguments and 
proposed their schemes for reform in the state of G rc~lt Britai n. Thus, for 
instance, a Illceting was called for a ccn atn 'even ing at the King's Arms, Cornhill, 
nominally in orde r to discuss scml! question of ancient history ; rcall}, to talk 
what was the n called treason-we now call it Reform. On this occasion, ..... llcn 
the orator,!) arrived. they found that the peace·officcrs held the 'lo place, and refused 

access to the room. At a meeting of Com mon Council a few dayS aftt:.rwards, · 
the Maror, S ir James Sanderson, received the thanks of the ~ollrl for his conduct 
on that occasion, though there were ... some who mur~lUred that it \\lo'lS arbitra~y 
and illegal. . ~ 

The maSsacres of September fr ightened the whole world, and effectually 
destroyed in this country any 'hope of re form, parliamenta ry or otherwise; for 
forty years to come, All moderate me n drew lpck in' alarm, but tIfe young and . 
enthusias ti c, and l h~ hot-heads, con tinued to meet and ci rcula te papers <lod to talk 
re form- not treason and rebellion. In order LO defeat these people, whose real 
power was enormously exaggerated by suspici01l a nd ig nor::mce, the Gove~nmenL 
appointed I?aid magist rates jn Wcslmilhtt::1 and in <1. 11 the suburbs. Then the 
frie nds of Government organ ised a soc iety call ed the" Crown and A nchor," the 

vowed purpose of which was " the prolection of liberty and property against the 
daring attempts of republ icans and levellers." This socie ty proceeded. to dcny-
that any alteration was necessary or desirable in the ex isting conditions of the 

tate, and hunted down with the g rea tes t jealousy the pamphlets and paper,s 
t irculated by the Correspo nding Society and other associations. 

After th is there followed such a panic as had not been seen in the City 
,~ incc the year 1642, when they thought that Charles was marchi ng upon them. 
Perhaps the whole business was purposely organised by the " Crown ilnel Anchor." 
The wildest rumours were anoat : lhe French were coming up the Thames, and 
woukl burn, sack, and destroy the City i there w.1S lO be an insun ection of the 
disaffected, comprising all the members of the Corresponding ocicty i there were 
to be risings of the mob simulta neously in every pa rt of the City; not only would 
the City be sacked, but the Church would be overth rown, the Throne abolished, 
and the King treated after the manner that had been dealt Ollt to Louis the Six
teenth. Nothing, in fact, was too wild to be believed at thi s mome nt. Great 
preparations were made for the defence of the T owe r ; the fo rtifications were 
strengthened: 1110re cannon were mounted; barricades were erec ted; warlike 
stores were la id in: soldiers were s tationed in the villages round London j and 
:.I company of militia was to be on guard day and night in case of a n alarm. 
During th is alarm the principal merchants mel together and drew up a resolution, 
declaring their intention of s tanding up for the Constitution. The resolution was 
in a few hours signed by 8000 persons, including all the leading ci ti zens. It greatly 

• 
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strengthened th~ hands of the Government, who could now rely 011 the populnrily 
of the war upon which they were about to embark , and upon the firm support 
or the City. No doubt, tOO, It was lilken into consideration that whatever cause 
the City espoused was su re [ 0 win in the long..run. The ciLizens certainly under
stoed this point. They might remind the Kin~ that, only six teen yea r~ before. 
they had most solemnly, and time after time, remonstrated with him on his 
treatme Dt- of the Amuic<ln possessions. A nd where were those possessions nnw? 

This support of the City also encouraged the Government in their prosecution 
of various members of the Corresponding Society .\Od olhers. \Vhen we read 
the trials o~ these rdormers born b~fore the ir time ;-the gross unfairness; the 
bullying; the straining of we.lk pojms; the cxaggerat.io l1 of the 11lt!alling of words i
we must remember that judge, counsel, and jur)' alike firmly believed in thei r 
own ,m inds Lh at the prison.ers were ready and eager to hand over the City and 
the t.'Ounlry to p:lI age, fire, and murder i that they wanted to se t up a Republic 
~nd to maintain it by the guillotine: that they wished to destroy not only the 

' Church established, but all rel igion as well. This fac t, 1 say, should be borne 
in mind when we read of tile trial s thm followed. War was detlarcd. The COU rl 
of Common Council presemcd all address to the King, assu ring trim of their 
loyalty. They also offered a bOllllly of fifty shillings to every able seaman, :'lnd 
.~wenty shjllings to ever), "ble landsman, who should enter the navy .tt Gu il dhall. 
Vet the immed iate consequences of the war were high ly dis..1.S1rOUS to the Cil)' in the 
shape of a g reat number of bank ruptcies and a genera l stagn.,tion of trade. For 
Ille assistance of trade, exchequer bills, to the a/llount of five millions. were issued 
for the relief of such pe rsons as might apply to the Comm issioners. T hen tile 
prosecutions began. They belong lO the national history. 

Pi t[ proj>osed the suspension of the Ilabeas Corpus Act, wh ich was carried 
in spite of opposition. espec ially that of Sheridan. who decla red that no treaSOIl
able practices ex isted in the country; th ,ll the Ministers knew this; and that 
their object was to create a panic and so gain increased power over the people. 
The Act was suspended i John H orne Tooke, the Rev. Jeremiah Joyce, John T he!
wall. Bonney, Richter, Corbell, anJ others, were arrested on the charge of high 
trc~lson . This was in May. The) were. not brought to trial till the late autumn. 
Meantime a change tOok pbce in men's millds- the City mind. The panic sub .. 
sided; the re were no indications of any treasonable designs; there was no rising 
of the mob. The consequences might have been dete~mined: the whole ninc 
prisone rs. one after the 'olher, obwil1ed it verdict of Not C uilty. 

• 
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XIV.-TIfE FRENCH REFUGEES 

In li 92 arrived an enormous number of fug itives from France. They got 
over in al11dnd5 of ways. For instance, an Engl ish fisherman after lobsters on 
the French coast picked up two boats loaded with fugitives i they were bruised 
and baltered with stones I hrown at them from the patriots, their countrymen; they 
were oWiged to swim to the boats; and they implored the fisherman to take them 
over. He did so, and landed them at Southampton a day or two later. The 
Brighton packet from Dieppe brought over 500 emigrants; among them were the 
I3ishop of Avranches, the Dean of R ouen, and 7Z, priests. They had fled from 
Rouen to D ieppe on (OOL Here they took refuge in a hotel. The news of their 
arrival ran through the town, and the people ,~ere assembling with the purpose 
of murdering them all, when the fugit ives learned tha t the tide was up and that 
lhe;e was JUSt lime for them to get on board the packet and escape. • 

The" case" of lhe un fortunate French c1erg,y in England was drawn up for 
them by Edmund Burke. The following is an ~~l ract (A /lllt/al Rtrisll'r, 1"792, 
p.122):-

"It is well known that It crud Itnd inhumnn persecution is no ..... , nnd h:1.I11 for some time p:.st been 
carried on by a fmetion of ntheis\$; infidels, and other ~J'j;()ns of clil principles and' dislK)siliolll1, calnng 
themselves philosophers, .against our brethren. the Chris,llns offrnnce, 

In this persecution n I'ast multitude of pct'SOns of all ages, sexes, nod conditions, and particulnrly 
the c:lergy, h:l\'e sulTered in n grievous manner, Mnny of tbem i,a,'c been, ~'ith cirCUmStances of grent 
barbarity and outrage, put to dt'ath, and their bodies, according,to the eLlstOIl1S lately prel/alcnt in 'Frnnce, 
treated with saWlge indignities. 

Severnl wOmen, o( whom some were of rank, dedicated -to religion, in th~ l~liar exercise of a 
subl ime chllrit}', by an auendtulce upon the sick in hospitals, h:we been 5trijlped naked, and in public 
b.1.rl,nrously scourged Thou!mods of other resptctahle religiour women, mostly engaged in the education 
o( persons of their own sex, :md other laudable occupations, have been delJri\cd o( their est.:ues, and. 
expelled from their houses, in which tbey had purcbuscd n property by the portions gillen to them by 
their p:'lrents. These respectable. wOmen are many of them (ar ndl/3nood in years, and labouril.g under 
great infirlllitit:l; the major pMt nre near the declining period of life, and nil nrc utterly incon"crs.1nt in the 
1IlTniT3 of thc worlJ, and in the means of procuring lhcmsell/C$ any subsistence. They br II hose charity 
they sC'-lIltily subsisted under every species of insult, vexation, and OPI)ression. before thcir expUlsion from 
their houses by the cruelt), of the philosopJiic f.1ction, -nre now, (or the mOSt part, themselvcs obliged to 
Oy their country, or are reduced to AlmOSt an C<IUl1l degree of penury with those they had been nccustomed 
to relievt. 

Many thousands o{ the 1).'\rochi:1i clergy, after having been driven from their lh'ings and houses, And 
robhed of their Icgnl propelty, na\'e been dcprh-ed of :he wretch(.«J pensions which had been by public 
faith stipulated to be paid to them ",hen that robbery and expulsion were ordered; and hayt! been 
exposed to perish by fa.mine. Others, in I'ery gre:u numhcrs, ha,'e been aruitmrily thrown into unwbole· 
some nnd incommqdious prisons, and kept there {or a long time without any redress, against all law, and 
agninst lhe direct orders of lhe Supreme magislfllle of their new constitution, .hOR duty it wu to .. 
Ih:&t no i11egn1 punishmmt should be executed 

At length, nfter Q l(:dious imprisonment (Iuffer«! "ith a. mildneu, a patience, and a ccmstaN:e, 
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which hn\'e not been denied by their very persecutors, whose mge :lnd malice, however, these examples 
of Christilln virtue have fniled in Ihe least degree \0 mitigll.tc). the lllunicip.1i \)odies, or the factious clubs 
II'ho appoint and guide them, h:l.vc by their prol>cr authority lr:lnsporlcd into It foreign kingdom n 
considernble number of the said prisoners in slnvc-ships. 

At the 5tlmc time, nil the rest of the dergy, who by lying hid, or fl),Wg from place to place, hlVC 

hitherto escaped confinement, and ende3voured in priY1l.tc to worship Cod llcx:ording lO thCIT consciences 
and Ihe ancient fundamental 1:t1l"5 o f their country, arc 11untc"tl out like wild bcaats j and n decree of the 
National Assembly ir.self has now ordered them, in lerm~ the most immlting :tnd ::!rocious ever used hy 

0 \.11 ,.1\ I'ANCII.AlI CIt IlXCIU'AII. IJ 

"n;,m ... aid ....... ~ina ...a.Jo, for W.fjNk', s ....... de" ... "". BrUhA T."",I/~r, 

Any public assembly, to quit the kingdom within fifteen dllYs, .dthout the least preparll tion or provision, 
or, together wilh those imprisoned and nOl yet exiled, 10 be instnntly transported to lhe most wild, 
uncullivated, nnd petltifcroulJ part of the whole globe, Ihllt is to Gui:mn in South America, 

All this has been done without calling upon one single pehon, of the mnny thous.1nd subjects to 
this se ... cre nl.ld iniquitous sentence, :IS well 35 to :111 the crud precedint oppression~, to ttnswer to any 
SI)CCified offence or .charge whalSOC\'er, ~ 

Severnl (A" the said clergy (sc.me of whom arc :1ged Dnd infirm llCl'SOm) 10 IIvoid impr~onlllen t and 
Ihe Other vnrioUfl vexation! above mentioned, and, in mllny casc!, to prevent the conllllissnsh of funher 
crimes in the destruc.ti, )n of their respective t1ockS'l(or their attachment to their l>nstor!, ha\'c been obliged 
to fly their country, nnd to ta"-e refuge in the British dominions, where their gen~ exemplnry behaviour 
h3s greatly added to the comp:lssion excited by theit unmerited lIuffcrings. 

6 
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They have hitherto re~i\led cl13.ritalJle Assistance from the voluntnr)' bounty of some worthy 
individu:tla i but this resource becoming daily more and more inadequate to the increasing number and 
wants o f Ih()$e \\'hose 5ufTcrings claim relief, it-has been proposed to open a gencrnl subscription in their 
favou r ; especially 35 31 the present moment the effect or the Il\le horrid decree must Ue expected to 
render such n measure more than evcr necessRry." 

A meeting was called and a commillee appoin ted, of which Mr. John Wilmot, 
one of the Masters in Chancery, was chairman. A very large subscription was 
raised by this and b), other commiu ees form ed for the pu rpose. 

T hese rdugces remai ned in England ulllil the re-establishment of rel ig ion 
enabled them to return. l\ lany remained until ISq. 50;1H: remained altogether. 
They form ed colonit:s and selliemenls in London ; thcre was a la rge colony of 
them in the Brill. St. Panc ras: many lit.:: burictJ in Old 51. Pancras Churchyard. 
There was anothcr Iargt: colony at llalll!JMcad; the I<oman Catholic church 
there was built for them. Their poverty. their devices to earn a livel ihood. thei r 
shifts and their miseries. may be found in Chatcaubriand 's autobiography. 

XI'.- LONDON M'I 1l TilE CHEAT IVi\R 

Th t: war begall with a dcdarallon b}' the F rench Republic. The Court of 
Common COlillcil pn.:St;; lltt:d an aJdre:-; .. of loyalty to the King; assuring him ., of 
the rc;ldiness and determination of the ci tizens to sUPJ)on the honour of the crown 
; nd the welfare of the kingdoms. " 

An (;\" il cuStom prcvailed of allowing the recruiting-offices to bt: at the 
ItJWr tavcrn ,>- they were too often brothels as wdl. H ere the country lads were 
ilL \'eigled by women and persuaded first to drink and then to enl ist, generall y when 
tltey were too drunk ,to know what they were doing. Once enlisted, they were not 
allowed to go Ollt of the house until they were marched off to thei r respecti ve 
regiments or depots. Any tales. however improbable. were believed of these 
places. At the bcginning of the war there were riots, III which the mob destroyed 
the recruiting-offices in :md around Londoll. Depressed tradc. scarcity of work. 
dearth of provisions, al so combined to make ~le war unpopular. The K iug was 
g rected wi th cries of" Peace! Peace! G ive us bread! No Pitt! No Famine! 
No War !" Stones w~e thrown at his carriage ~J1dows. When he had alighted at 
S1. James's, the carriage. on its way to the King's ... ~1£ws. was demolished by thc mob 
with stones and bludgeons. The King went back to Buckingham Palace in a 
privatc carriage with only two footmen. He was recognised, however • ..and beset by 
ruffians. who might have procteded to any extremity, but for the arrival of il ~roop of 
Horse Guards. Three or four persons who had been conspicuolls in the ""hooting 
were arrested, and one, at least. was sentenced 4.0 a Per i·ad of five years' imprisonment .' 
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and pillory. I-I e had also to find security at the e nd of ftve years for £1000. His 
name was Kyd \Vake, and it is not known whether he found thal ~ecurit)' at the t!nd 
of his lime. It is s ignificant, however, that he was sent to Gloucester Gaol. Th t: rt: 
was no desire to court another Gordon Riot and anOlhcr destruction of Ncwg-ate. 

The negotiations for peace which were opened in t\'larch 1796 continued off and 
on during the whole of that year. The)' ended in nothing, the British Ambassador 
being ordered to leave Paris in Dcccmht.' r. Theil it was that rill raised £ IS,()()V.OOO 

by his famous "Loyalty Loan," "'hat hapl't.:llcd illustrates the difference Lt:lwL'cn 

the time when London was the King's 
Chamber, and the eighteen th century. 
Pilt sent a leller to the Common 
Council on the 1St of December point

ing out. that a cordial response to the 
proposed loan 0 \1 the part of the 
Common Council wOl1:d probaoly pro· 
duce;\I1 excellent effect throug" loUl the 
kingdom. The l\l;:lyor repli (;:u !.lating 
that ht: had already considered the 
subject of an aid to the Government, 
and had called a Council for the 5th of 
Dcoember. U Ul P ill had written to lhe 
Bank of Eng land at the same time, 
or one day b<':corc. The Dirl:ctors did 
not wait for the five days, The) 
opened the subsc ription on the H ,! r) 

day - Dcccmbcr the 151. At two 
o'clock the subscription b"g,1I1 ; a t half
past eit!ven thc list was closed: the 
loan was fully subscribed ; the Coml11on Id":~ '11.'" 

C "I 1 " 1 I' k t" "g""I.l;' nn'. ounci , C lagnnec at lavlIlg ttl ta 'C 

the second place, subscribed £1 00,000. Ulh (; r Joans and adV<lIlCeS, absolutel), 
necessary for the conduct of Ihe WiU; so far crippled the City thaI the Bank remon
str.Jtcd with Pitl. 'Mere demands lIpon thcm. thcy said. would be ruin . In February 

1797 an Order in Council was passed prohibiting the Bank from maki ng an)' pa),ment 
ill specie, and in consequence tb.t!iJirectors issued a notice that they intcnded for 
the time to pay in notes; in order to make this possible, the Government authorised 
the Bank to·iS~ile notes for sums lower than five pounds and l11adt these notes 
legalten~er in every case except for thc p' lymcm of the army and the navy. 

In the same )'ear, frighu~ned no doubt U)' lilt: pfospect of a long and perhaps 
unsuccessful war, and b)' the panic over the bank riots, the Common Hall passed a 
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VOLe praying the King to dismiss his l\1inistefs ns the first step lowards ob taining 

a speedy, honourable, and permanent peace. The Kin g' refused to receive the 
remonstrance except at a Icvee; the Livery refused to send it except to the K illg 
upon his throne. a rig ht whidl they claimed. Anoth l:f resolution against the 
Minis ters was drawn up. On the other hanel, a declaration of confidence in the 
Ministers rt!ccivcclthc sig-naLUrc of 2096 Liverymen. A meeting- in fa\'Ollf of peace 
was nex t held in Pal~lCc Y;\rd, \V cslillinsli..:r, when a rl'Tllonstrance was adopted e\'(~ n 

st ronger in words than thaL of the Li\'ery. 
Dark indeed \Va !; the prOSIJt::c l a nd g loomy the si tuation in thi s ),car - ] 797. 

F or no w, nOt only wcre the F rench destroying th t; comlllerce of the COUlllfy. but the 
vc.::ry dc.::fendl: l's, those on whorn we most n:licll - o\Jf sai lors-Illrned Ilpon \15. The 

mutiny of Spillwad, fullowcd I I)' that o f till' Norc, was enough 10 m;lke one bcli eve 
thill the sun of Great Britain had :-.t'{ for cn'r, 

The Cil)' had yct to Ic;lrl! lhat tht,) 1\ITl: i l1 til(' hands of a most obstinate, 

tenacious, ,Inti pO I\~' r rll l ~ Iinj '> tcr sen 'irrg under il monarc h eqt~allr ubstin a tc and 
tenacious, The), cOlllinu(.:d to dral\ ul' petitions and to fo rg'c remon!-olrances. T he 

Corrl'~ponding- Society held anolhl:r grea t l1l1:!cling a t '-'olllers Town II ith the 
intclllion of p.ls!-oing li.!s(llutions and drawing lip petitio!)!'.. Th l: r<: Wil l> an immense 
assemblage: hut ailhough the peopil' \\'c rl' orck: rl)" the Riot Act was. read and the 
soldiers dispt.: rsr.:d thl' rnl'l.llllg without IJllIolishl:c1 . Again, when Pill proposed 
increasi ng the asscssed ta Xt·s. there Il c re resolu tions ::tnd m('l"tings ;.against the Act 
frOJl1 tlw Common J Ldl , from the City (If \\'eStminslcr. from the wards and parishes 
of 1ht.! Ci t)', cond~ I11Jling' the 1lH.:asurt.!. \'(.'t Pill pa:;sed it. 

All this proved tha t th l: hean of tht.! pt.!opl l' was not with the war. Tht)' 
fe lt thei r own \osst.!s, and they had as yet little in the way of success in arms to 

cheer them a ll, Therefort: it was 1I";'>cl), resolved to make a di!>pla), and to create 
enthusiasm II)' ; 1 show of triu mph. There had been three admirdhle I1 m'al victories: 

tha t of Lord H owe in June 179-1 ; of Sir John Jarvis in February li97. that of 
Admiral Duncan in October 1797. i\ d'l)' ,\as til ("rl:fore appo inted for a N"atiotlul 
Thrulhgiving-, whcn the King and Queen, thc Hoyal Family. the Officers o f Stale. 
the 1l'OuSCS of PariiamClI1. and the I\la)'or and Sheriffs atte nded a tha nksgiving 
service nt Sl. Paul 's with a procession finer than had bc.::cn seen in the memory of 
mun, Such a manifestation could not fai l of producing its effect, A voluntary 
subscription for the service of the country wa!:. opened. About two millions wcre 

rai sed in thi s way. 

The air at thi s time was thi ck }\'ith rumours and threats : the French were 

about to descend upon Ollr coastS; they would land in Ireland; the 1 ri sh were ~ipe 
for rebellion; it was nccessary to irlcreasc as much as possible the defences of the 
country. The London Volunteers ~of this time were formcd, praclically of every 
able-bodied man in the Cit),. The spiril of the Cit), was rising. \ Vhe n the-ne ws 
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arrived of Nelson's victor ious action at the Nile. a public subscription WtlS opened for 
the widows and orphans of those who had (:tUell . Nelson himself presen ted to tbe 
City the sword of the surviving F rench Admiral, which was orden:d to be placed 
in the most conspicuous posi tion in the Court o f Common Counci l. T he thanks 
of the Coun. with a sword worth two hundred gui lll.! .LS. were vOlt:d 10 Nelson. ;'Iud 

the freedom of the Ci t)" in a box worth one humlJcc! guineas, W;I S presented to 

Captain Derry. 
Ca rica tur ists have made capi tal out of the Lo ndon \ 'oluntct: rs of 1798. but it is 

ce rtain thal Rrc:ll efforts were made to render them as dficiclll as was possible . 

• \ \ .. I t ''l tf.1l " IA'Il" It V! 

. "~""' IK i,,' \"ILli.l,..!!» , ' '~Itt!I.!. "t. t., "..:' k " ... , I .... ml .. ,. \1 0, '11 

They were trained and drilled; they numbered. in London alone, over J 2,000; they 
were reviewed by the King. :lnd performed all the c\'olulions requircd of the m 
cred itably. 

On December 6, 1799. a meeting was held at th t: London Ta\'l: rn to .consrdcr 
[he relief o f the poor, whose d istress was very grea t. There had not been a general 
subscr iption for the purpose s ince thc yeN J 795. when abou l £4000 had been collecwd. 
This money was spent in establishing soup·kitchells and giving gra tuitous meals. 
T he l1umbel o r persons reli eved wns 40,000: the nllmber of meals dislributed was 
iSO,ooo. It was resolved to renew the 51Ih .. r r~1Iion of 1795. , 

The high prices of !lour and corn caused. in 1800, certain serious riots at the 

• 
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Corn Exchange. On September 15, about 1000 persons assembled and began to 
hiss and hoot the cornfac lors and the mcalmcn. Some they hustled and some ther 
pelted with mud. One they rolled in the kennel. and when he lOok shelter in a 
house they broke the windows. The Lord Mayor werl t in pe r~on , accompanied by 
one of the Sheriffs and an Alderman, to aduress the people and persuade them to 
disperse. I n this laudable allempt he was only partially sliccessful. A court of 
Aldermen was held, in which it was poimctl Ollt that violence only defeated its own 
object ; that if prices could not go down, no dealers in corn would have orderly access 
to the Exchange. A roral proclamation against these riols was issued on the follow. 
ing day. which dea lt with this ~s wdl as many other riots all over the country. The 
proclamation produced no effect in London, while tumults and riots against corn · 
dealers, butchers, b~lkers. cheesemongers, and all dealers in provisions continued for 
several days longer. Thc mob was kept down hy the dfons of the City Volunteers. 
At the same time the Common Coullcil thuught the condition of the poor so serious 
tha t the), addressed a petition to the K jng on the subject. 

T he King received the add ress g racious ly, and informed the Alayor tha t he 
had already convened the Parliament. Al eet ings \WTC held by the freeholde rs of 
Middlesex on the same subjec t. T hey were unanimous III protesting tha t the 
principal cause of the scarci ty and the high prices was the war, and thal their 
represen tat ives should oe instructerl to vote against its continuance whenever they 
found it possible. 

Among the many addresses presented by the City to the King is one which 
should not be passed over, on the Union of Grea l Bri tain and I rcland. Thei r 
scntimen ts a rc as follows:-

"We, your l\lajcst)"s most dutiful and loyal subjects, thl:! l.orO Mayor, Aldermen, and ComlUons, of 
Ihe City of 1.ondon, in Common Council assembled, npproach Ihe throne with Ihe liveliest sentiments 
of congratulation 011 the rCf)' important e\cnt of Ihe legislative union of your Majesty's kingdoms of Grent 
Britnin and Ireland. Unshako.:n as we an.! in our firm allegiance to the \)cst of kinp:s, we contemplate wilh 
peculiar Mtisfaction every circumstance which, in its design or operation, can t(>IH1 to the security nnd 
honour of your l\ lajcst)"'s cro ..... n, and thcreuy to the declared first object of your l\llljesty's heart, Ihe 
welfare nnd prosf*rity of )'our people. The accomplishmenl of this great mea!\ure, founded in wisdom, and 
demonstrnti\·e of th31 jl3to.:rn31 r(,:g3rd which your Majesty has C\·cr !;'vinccd for c\'cr)' class of your subjects, 
Ihe union of the two kingdoms, rmrticu l:arly nWords, :u this momel1tou~ crisis of public affairs, the grnlifying 
prospect of cOllsolidating the joint interest. cncrg)', tmd resources of the cmpire, and of confirming, by a 
mutual ]>3rtici\,atIOn of the peculiar blessings of each, Ihe pTOsj)crit)' nnd happiness of both kingdoms.~ 

The eigh teen th century closed upon London more dis mally than can be well 
understood. A tedious and exhausting war abroad ; the trade of the country ca rried 
on by the protection of convoys; French pr ivateers swarming in (he Channel; 
bankruptcies eve rywhere; and , to crown all , a succession of cold and rainy summers 
causing a failure of the harvest, and wheat running up to more than £7 a qua rter. 
The distress, indeed, was very terrible. A placard was put up on the Monulllent 
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calling on the people to ri se. Soup· ki tchcns were opened at which, in the winter of 
1798, over 40,CX>O persons were rel ieved ; the Archbishop of C.lnterbury moved in 

the H ouse of J,....ords that every one should resolve not to consume more tha n onl: 
quarlcrn loaf a week ; bakers were forbidden to sell bread that was not a l least 
twe nty-four hours out of the oven j the d istilleries were slopped ; the importation of 
rice and fi sh was t:ncou r~lgcd ; the cul ture of potatoes wac; recommended; it was 
forbidden to make starch of whea t. Th~re were riots, with the sack and wreck tlf 
certain houses. T he felons of Cold Bath Fields P rison rose in revolt. T he VO!lIntt.:c rs, 

however, put down the tumu lts without bloodshed . 
To those of us who arc accustomed to think of lhe !->piri t of the people as 

indomitable a nd courageous in the highest degree, it will be disagn:cablc to discovc r 
that there was a general feeli ng at the end of the centurr that the cOl1ntr), had secn 
her best da)'s a nd was e ntering upon a pe riod of declinc. The ill succe~s of the 
mi litary opera tions in the war of r i93'18o~ assis ted to stn.:ngthcn this bdicf, 
Colonel George I lange i (r 798) sa)'!'; ;-

,; When first I trod the p."'\ .h~ of pleasure in lhl~ ga)' tolin, nl)' countT)- l,a)' arriH:d nt the \'ery height 
of national gr:tnrleur, and was !lot as )".:: t on thc th,:dinc. She W:l S power(ul, :l:ld re~jl.,.'ctcd :.11 OI'e:T thc 
world; both hcr fleets and :Hl\lics were \'iclOriou~ \\hcrcvt:r thcy \\'e: IlI : the (oullIry was rkh. from many 
rurs' peace, after a glorious SC\'CII )'C:lrS' war. It was th .... n that (:rcat Bdt;lin, in the hour IJf her insolence, 
drew Ihe jealousy and \'\:ngcancc (If lhe Europcan powers, There W:l S ahund:mcc in C\'cry part ; the 
necessaries of hfe vere at a mooer:He price:; ti,e: Jx:oplc were h:1]>p) , j!lyful, :Hlcl contentc<l; Ihe middlc 
nl:tn then lived well; the nobility :1nc! gentlemen were in gent'r:ll 11\ :1 state uf upulence j :lnd thcre W!'lS 

IICarccly such a Ihing 10 IJc seen in the land !IS :1 poor gCntk·TIl!'l fl." 

J t was, perhaps, pard), Ihis prophctic feeling- of decli ne which made Colonel 
ll anger desire an alliance. otTen..,ivc .t1Id dcfcnsivc, wi th the United States:-

"Should I Ih'c 10 :t good (lId n~e, I am ('onfident th:\! J ~h;l11 Iwar uf the lIorthern :tnd southern 
powers in America wltging w:tr With t:t<:h otlu:r; I\he:n ulle [':tTly will ~oJlci t :t~si~t:1n{e frolll France i the 
other from Great Brit.'l.in, It will then dqk:nd vn thc judgmellt flf tho;.c IIIcn who, :11 lhat pcriod. may be 
at the hend of the French and B riti~h Coullcib, "1lelllcr UT nvlthc)' II ill illltrflTe in ,\mericnn dispUlCfl, 
In m)' humble opinion, it would Ite better for hoth cvuntrie~ 10 ILt thetll lIenle Ihe mlt\lcr amullg~l them
sehoev. I will be 110 buld :l,S to otTer another opiniun, \\ 'e ~huuld ~il'\! up C:m:\Ila and NOI'a Scotia to the 
AmcriCllnr;, provided we could make this sarr ifite Ille found;l\ion ()f an allianCe offcnsi \ e :1nd defe nsive .... ith 
the United Stutes i lhcn we never should be ()bliged [(I ~elld the prime of the British :trill)' 10 die like rotten 
IOhetp in Ihe Weil Indi:1 hlands. In America ,Ie could recrui t r(jrCe~ (or the \\'e:st Ind ics wilh men inured 
10 an hot climate, ..... ho ""ould not suffer dealh and sickness in any degree equal to the new leviL'S sent from 
England ; with Ihe additionaladvant:t81l ()( keeping our arm)' entire and in full \'igour at home, 1 anxiously 
hope and trust I shal1 lh'e to!>CC the Joy whell all allinnce, offensive and ddensjyc, will be (ormed bct 'll'c<:n 
the two countril$,:tll Greal Uriuun and I\merica lila)' togethcr def)' the united powers of all Europc." 

O n October : 0, 180 1, General LlUriston arrived from Pa ris with the ra tification 
of peace. T he news was received with the utmost joy, Peace was no t, however, 
pr<x:htimed until April 29, 1802. 

A great crowd gathered before the house of M. Otto, the French Minister, in 
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Porlman Square. I Ie had arranged an illumination with the word "Concord," a 
word unknown to, them, which they confused with "Conq ue red," clea rl y a French 
insult. J\ T. Ouo, therefore, s ubs titu ted the word " Amity. " The crowd nex t 
discovered that there was no CfI'}WIl over the letters "C. R " 1\1. Ono expressed 
his regret at the om ission, which was promptly rt:cli flcd . 

On November L 7. 1802, the Fre nch Ambassador, 1\1. And reos'!; i, arri ved and 

was wdcolll l!u in London. 
After little morc than a rC;]r, the war began agJ.i n, to be contin ued fo r twelve 

long years. At first a n inv;).sion was Ihreau.: ncd; to meet tha t dange r the Ki ng was 

empowered hy the Il o Ll sc to k:vy the whole peo ple at massi'. The London 
Volumeers were incn.:<lseu frolll I :!,OOO to :!7,OOO. A palriot ic funu fo r relief, aid, 
and re ward. amoumed 10 i IS,DOD. After th (: batlle of Trafalga r. the bod)' o f Lord 

Nelson W.IS brought hOl1le and huricd in gn.:a t '>tale in SL ]laul's Cathedral. 
O nce more tht: Live r)" end t!3 voured to gel at the King with il rCIllOnSlr(l. nCC ; 

once mort: t he I, ing refust:t1 to rt:cei\'c il, excep t at a levee. 
It seems as jf tht: cons tant rci lera l ion o f these remonstrances deprived them of 

whatcvcr importance the}' migh t ha"e had. It was ridiculous to I:ccp on remonstrat· 
in g" to no effec t. :\Iort:over, the effect of the remonstrances was g reatly im paired by 
the re pcated as,>urances of luyalt y nnd fid elit y to the throne. \Vhat was the use 
of tdl ing K ing or Regent lhal h (~ kl.d b(:cn trampling on the liberties of the country, 

violating rights, kee ping :\1 inisters in place who were destroying trade, when the nex t 

da} the l\byor appea red with an address assuring H is Miljesty of their co rdial 

support? Such. howe, el', was the practi ce o f the C it>" H ad they nJused any Joyal 
addrt:s .. until a rt:med), o f g ri evances was under consideration, they mig ht have 

rc.:e::i\·ed a n:: .. <;JJec tablc :'l. llcntion rrom K ing ~Tl.d 1\1 inis lers. Looking- b~c k . al so, at 
th t: ~i LUali on, we c~n understand tbe diffi cul ties o f the Government; we can well 

under~tand that th t time. in th e:: mids t of the longest and IllOSt difti cult war in which 
the country was eVl:!r engaged , was ino ppo rt une for the di scussion o r g rieva nces. \.Ve 

can hardl). t:Xpt.:Cl to find Pari ianH:: ntnr), Rcfvrm brought forwa rd· in the mids t of a 
g-rea l war. TIlt.: chance of bring-ing it forward arose rrom the I iolise committing to 

pri son a man named J ohn Galc J ones for publishing a n attack against its proceedi ngs. 
Si r Francis Burdett publicly questio ned the righ t of the Ii ouse to commit any man 

to prison. Consequently the H ouse proved its right by committing Burdett himsel f 
to the T ower. li e refused to obe)" and was therefore t;:lke n the re by a rmed rorce. 
The Government apprehended a riot, and ;Ipplied to the Mayor for permiss ion to 

place troops in the storehouses along the river. The l\ Iayo r repli ed that he would 
keep the Cit)' quiet, but that the troops could only come on the express unde rs tanding 
that they were under the orders of himsel f or the C it)' Marshal. 

There was, aft t: r all , a riot. and the soldiers were roughl y handled by the people, 
and at last, being forced in self·defence to fire , they killed a man named Ebrall and 

• 
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wounded others. Nothing. however, was done in consequence. The Livery called 
u special COlllmon Hall to protest against the assumption by the H Ollse of Common~ 
of the power of committing to prison the people of England for offences cognisable in 
the usual courts of law. The)' therefore drew up a petition, or remonstrance, to the 
H ouse. which was couched in stronger words than had C\'t; r been used before, r\o 
good came of thi .. remonstrance: none was expected; the grea t thing war; to gN it 

passed by the Common Hall and m.tde public. TIH:}' SCHl in anOdH!r petition to the 
Sillllc effect. which was received in the.: same Illallllt:r. 

On the commencement of the Regency the COlin of Common Council drew up 
al~ address, a re monstrance. and a petition on the subjt:ct of pariiamclllary re form . 
Nothing came of it. There was no more chance of rcCorm under the Regcm than 
under the old King. The murder of pcncer Perceval, however, put a SlOp to 
agitatio\l for reltmn ; and the cheering el'en ts of the nex t twO years, - the retreat 
or the Gmnd Army ; the break.lIp .... f N~ rnl('on 's power; the revolt of Holland ; 
the exhaustion of France; th~ abdication of May 18 14.- lllade even the Court of , 
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Common Coundl-cvcn the Liver)1 in Common . Hal l- acquiesce for the moment in 
existing e vils, even in the evil of such a House of Commons. 

Al tbis time it was believed thal peace would foll6w immediately, an expecta. 
lion which proved unfounded i it was not till after four months more of fighting 

that l30naparte resigned. The restoration of peace was accompanied by the arrival 
of the Czar and the King of Pruss ia. On this occasion, when all the world wa." mad ' 
with joy, loyalty, patriotism, and gratitude.-when the conduct of the Ministers 
and the memory of the remonstrances were pu t away and covered up, - the City 
was equal to thl.;! occasion, and distinguished itself by g iving such a feast as should 
illustrate to these foreign potentates its own wealth a nd magni ficence. This dinner 

cost, in fact, £:O.34i: 5: 2. \-Vhen the Kings had depar ted the C ity remcmbered 

the Duke 01 \ VellingLOIl. and on the 19th of J uly gave h im. too. a n c illertaillmcm. 

Rejoicings for peact: were also celebratcd by a gn!at olltdoor jell.', at which there were 

fire works. I.>alloons. and a sham fight on the Serpenti ne. T o crown all, the war wi th 

Ameri ca was concluded. Happily for Britain. toO, the last action at sea terminated in 

the striking of the Americ:Hl nag-the Presidm/- to the Brit ish frigate. the P 011JOIIl'.t 

The escape of 13olli1part c from Elba, and th t:: shon war ending with \\Talerloo, <10 
not seem to hnvt:! caused m uch anxiety in London. In the H ouse it was Slated that 

the Allies \\'l! rl! prl!pared to lJlacc a million .of l111:'n in the field; it was known tha t 

France was exhausted; nothillg could establ ish the jJower of Bonaparte except a 

quick SllCccssion of \'ictories, W;:ne rloo was fough t o n the 18th of June. On ule 
23rd of November news uf the re<; tora lion of pe<lce arri ved; anu the cus tomar)' 
illllrninations followed . 

Such, briefly, is the history o f London in connection with the g rea t war. The 

cilizens wilrlcssl!u its commencement with a kind of dismay. The)' must choose 

between W<l r, the)' we re told, or massacres and riots such as those of France, I f 

they chosc war, then they must expec t sacri fict!s, losses, bankruptc ies. the captun: 

of noble argosies, tht! expendi ture of treasu re inCY.llculabJe. If peace, then 

the triumph of the ma n whom they associated with anarchy would be allowed and 

encouraged. They were between the devil and the decp sea. They chose the 

sea-ir wa:'. a ll<lllJral choice for an Englishman/-and afte r many years and much 

bufTeting b)' storm and many wrecks. they put into port agai n, triumphant and suc

cessful. As for their trade, it g rew and expanded during this time as if it had been 

:t period of peace; the Uriti sh possessions in India and the Far .East w.e re consol i. 

dated and slrt!nglhened; and the Frc nch power in the Indian O cean was g reat ly 

injured by the taking. and the keeping. of the Mascarenhas grou lt-),et we fooli shl y 
gave back the island of Bourbon. The wealth of Lo ndon, desp ite taxation a nd the 
burdens of the war, actllilll)' increased during the' war . • · .. 

I The I'(IIIU)I,r ' hnR!llthe credit of Ihi. exploit with Ihe Em/y1lliun, uhosc c:alilain hoolrded her simultafte
oU'lI)' ~·itlf l h;H of Ihe 1'1II111'11t. 
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XVI.-LONDON AT TIlE END OF TI l E CEN'I'U RY 

In onc respect London, at the close of the eighteenth century, was certa inl y 
inferior to that of "a hundred years before. The political power of tht: Ci t)' decr('a~ed 
during the' whole of the cemury. \ ·Vc have seen the Cit}' IJrc:.cnung rCI11 0 nSlr~I11CC 

after remonstrance, with no result whatever: the opinion of the City was unheeded, 
either by King or by Ministers: We have observed ;\nd n:coulllcd lllallY r cnSOIlS 

for this decay of power and influence. \Vc must Litke into account ce rtain social 
reasons. Thus, we must remember the great change introdu..:t.:d illlo I ,onrlon by the 
yearly influx of the coull try gentry. For six months in the )car tht: gTl:i::ll m.ljority 
of the country gentry were li\ting at the \Y.c!'a End- which \,<to,; nnt tht.: Cil)' , Next. 
the 1-lol1se of Commons. at this mos t miscrabk p~riod in our wlls tittitionai histor)'. 
was, as we have seen, the mere servant of the Go\'('rnmellt I \.df tht, members wcrc 
nominees, place. holders, place-sc.ckcrs. Then, <I~<lin, the charflctcr of the Corporation 
itself was lowered, Formerly the Aldermen and tht· Common Coullcil had beell, Oil 

the whole, merchants of lile "cry highc!:>l repute and s tanding in the Cit)'; they were 
also men of good familr. as has already been poin ted 0111 morl' th<ln once: they 
wcre either the you nger sons of ancient fat11 i 1ic~-sll c h ;IS \\ 'hiuing-ton, Brembre, 
ilnd Gresham-or they wt!rc the sons of thc!ooe younger SOilS. as is 1lI,1I1ifes t from 

their coats-of-arms, Towards the end of the 1,15t cen tury the}' were tOO often retail 
tradesmen of humble origin - illiterate, ill - rnann l'red, the cOll tcmpt alike of the 
scholar and the aristocrat. 

The younger sons had long cNseu to elHcr Ihe Cit) : the continl1:l1 wars of 
the century demanded thei r services in til(' army ;lIl d the navy: the ge,nlleman and 
the merchant bec;une divided during this celllUry by a clw.s rn difficull to bridge over. 
The country yeoman, meantimc. his cstates incn'asing in "aIm.:. had become a 

country squire; the count ry squire looked down UIXIIl trade and the City; th(! 
countr)1 clergyman, even. himself often a younger son, looked uown upon tmde. 
It was considered thal a genllem:m could only lake money when it carne in the form 
of rent, and could only traffic in land. The London merchant ceased to be educated 
a[ Elon and C"Ulbridgt:; what he was ill 1815 may be learned from Thackeray 
in Vam'ly Ft1:ir. .Now, Thackeray himsdf represented the point of view of a 
gentleman. 

The Corporation of London has now been changed again; it is once more 
composed for the most part of educated and cultu red genllcmen: Alderman Gobble 
is no more i he lies llnder <\..J)yramid of g ranite at Kensal Green, The City has 
ceased to make remonstrallces and to ::;er:d up pelitions for redress; the business 

of grievance and redress, they now understand, belongs to the I-Iouse of Comlllons. 
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It. III lis t , however, be clearly understood lhat in the eighteelllh century the social 
position of the City , the social considera tion of the citizens, w eil l steadi ly lower and 
lo ..... er, and that pan of the decay in power was dUt! to the decay in soc ial considera-
1'ion. 1 have elsewhere dwelt agai'!1 upon this point. which is o f the g reatest im
portance in the history of the City. t\1 eallwhile the sed itious feeling. which mos t 
excited the fcars of the ci t izens in I i9~. was dead, so far as cou ld be discerned, in 

18'5. T he Fricnds of the People and th~ Correspond ing Societies had c1is.1.ppeared. 
The country had passed th rough the fllrnacc of disaster and artlict ion, and had come 
ou t of it s trong in t hl! upholding of the Constitution established, of K ing, Church. 
Lords. and COfll 11l (lIlS. T hert: remained. howc\'cr. a fr.;w in whom the desi re for 
rcfotm was ke pt ali\,r.;. Of these the world WOJ !. to hear mort: in good lime. 

X \·I I.- AFTE R T i l E WAR 

\\'hcthcr a war I'nds in glur) or humili ati on, victory or ddeal. at the conclus ion 
cometh thc hOllr o f rr.;ckoning. Thr'll W'': IIndu!'o( illlci, lor the jlr~t tim€:. the penalties 
we ha\,t: to pay for the l'xcit(:1llt'1ll and thl' glory of war, Th!.:n thl: country Ix!gin..; 
to reali!>e the trca surl:~ II hich han: been la\,i..,lwd, the blood that htls betn sp ill, the 
ht!3vy pric(" which has bl.!l:1l paid - 11l:\'<::1" filII)' understood unti l the declarat ion 
of Ipl:aee, '1 hl:1l i1 r<,:aliM's the price which has s till to be paid. the price wh ic h 

10 !Ollr.; considers II hen the count ry plunges imo war. The heavy burden of debt, 
III ~his case a burden \1 hieh Illany rdl t:ctillg men fl:ared would become intolerable 
ill14 makt: Great Britain a bankrupt among the nations: the sudden cessation of the 
l:1l(trmous demands fo r the armies and the fleets which in tilll t: of war create activit), 
of trade; the consequent col1a!-'st: of trade: the fall in prict!s of agricultural products ; 

the s warms of discharged soldiers and sailo rs-aftt' r th t! year ISIS there wcre 
thousands of foreign scamcn who, having ente red ou r se rvice and being dis missed at 
lht! dose of the w~(r. W(:n:: literall)' sta rv ing in the s tree ts; the discontents, riots, 
robberies, accusat ions, rcc ri!ninations: these wcre among the penalties paid by the 
country for her struggle of two-and-lwcnty y<::,an.. .\nd tht" people had looked 
forward with so much hope 10 the re tllT"ll of peace and the halcyon days when the 
sword should be turned in to a reaping-hook I Those who were chi ld re n when the 
war rlrst beg<all had grown into manhood while lhe war continued. Those who were 
young men when the war began were in midd le age before the war ended. Th t;: 
burdcns of the time wt:re terrible; all da), long and every day the voice o f war cried 
cOlllinually , .. Bring out your you ng men." But still they fought on. There is IIOt, 

I think, an)' story in the world's history more wonderful than that o f Greal Britain 
during this long wa r-llow single-handed , now with this combination of all ies, now 
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with that, conte nding against the greatest captain and the grcatt:sl conqueror of any 

lime. and beating him in the end. 
The country consented to go 

come at last. It came; lml alas ! 
destitute sailors crowded to the 
number of two hundred a day. 

epidemic of this mischicf. 

on bt:cause lhe people hoped that peace wou ld 

il brought not lhe expected halcyon days. The 

Mansion H ouse for relief: lhey came to the 

I n the coulll r) ricks \\ crt! fIred-there was an 

The high prices of agricuitur:li p roduce in the war limes had been of immense 

benefit to the landowners. In lhe towns, of course, lhl!~c high price .. hOld heen a 

correspondi ng burden and grievance. The peilce opened the ports to foreign g rilin. 

and the price of wheat wenl clown: th l.! fIrst Corn I.aw wa<.; passed. against the 

protests of all the manufacturers and mcrchalHs, who protest('d th,n the track of 
the cQumr)' a nd the industries would go ncross LO Francc and Ii oliand. 

The GavcrnmcrH sus pt:ndcd the ) I allen!; Corpus Act and procee ... led to make 

arrests 011 charges of sl:d itior.. It is rcasonab!e to suppose that thl! Rq,rent and 

the ~I ini!;ICrS did rt:al1y bdic"c lhat th~: distresses, the discontc nt;.;, the riots. and 
the outcr), for reform were tlue to natural causes only. un~\'oicl:J.hlc on the termi na 

tion of lh t.! long war The)' were sinccn', we mm,t belicve, in thinki ng that if 

agitators could onl), be kept '1lliet th t: people would speedily sCttlc clown: as fo r 

the representation, it is quite certain th'll the re were then a g rt!at many. as there 
are a ft:w cvcn now. who sincerely IJdie\'cd thm the people have no righ t to 

interfere ill all with the Governmellt of the coun try , and thm such a constit uti on as 

was thcn in force, which g:n-e J.he conduc t of affairs to a fe-w families, and reduced 

the H ouse of Commons to a bod)' composed of st,Tvile l1ominet:s and placemen, 

was thc wisest and the fll1est that could be designed. 

l\ l oreovcr, b~c<lllst! \\C cannot helievc th 'lt liw J~t:'g('l1t and his Ministt'rs rc~illy 
desi red mischief to the country, \\1.: illilst n.:nwmber that the Fn:nch Ih!volution. wi th 

all its crimes, was fresh in the Illclllory of Illt:n Mill young'. The)' thought of the 

maSs.icres; of the Reign of Terror: o( a kin~. \\ host: on ly fault was stupidity. sent to 

a shameful death; of the While Lily \\ ho laid her poo r he~H.I upon the guillotine 
after trcatllleill which, wht:n one considl.:r~ it. make!; us wonder that all Frenchmen 

do not perpetually hang their heads for tht' ~h;unc and tht.! disgfi.u;e o f it: of a n 

1nnocem bo)' tortured into insensibility. '111 (;), cou ld not but remember thcse thilfgs: 
• 

of the real lessons taught by the rude uphea\'al they coukl not judge; it was too 

carly in the century. Wt: oursel\'es ha\'c hmdl}' arriv(!d at Ihe power of reading 

clearly and impartially those lessons. 

I mean, in a wo rd, that we may credit both the Regent and the two H ouses of 

Parliament and the ~Iinisters with holding the since re conviction. founded chiefly on 

wlmt they called the lessons of Fr;ulf' f', thut reform was revolution; thaL it was 

massacrc; that ic WHS the destruc tion of religion, and the sweeping away of the 


