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head with a parchment stri p pain ted with signs of the zodiac. 
still asked for by those who consulted the wise -.oman, were 
favourite was the blessed word Abracadabra. 

" Thou shah on paper wme Illc l pell d i\' m~, 
Abracadll.bm called, in m:",, )' a lint', 
Each undcr c:lch in even order pl:ll."C!, 
HUI the last ltller in cael. hne efface. 
As by del:ree~ the elctncnt ~ b'rml fc\\ , 
Stilltah l'Iwa)" but fix the residue. 
T ill at the 1:I~t one \eller ~lImd, a lone, 
And the "hole d"'imlles to :. {"perinll cone. 
' I ie this ahout the neck "l1h 11:I.Kcn IilrlllJ; . 
Nll:hll)' the il0l! '["'i ll 10 Ihe 1)'1Iil'nt bri ll): 
rile 1\'ondfllu ~ IlOleo ' r ~h,,11 j.(\J.lnl h i~ head 
And dnn' (ll ~caSt: and .k ,lh (a. rmm his broil." 

AJll< A C \J)AJlI~ A 

A It HAC 1\ I) A IS I{ 
1\ II K ,\ C A I) A II 

A B I{ .\ C .\ IJ A 
A Ii K At ,\ \1 

\ 1\ I( A (. ,\ 
A ILK\ C 
f\ItR\ 

A II ~ 
A II 

.\ 

Spells, which were 
of all kinds. The 

Wouid rOll iik(' to " !l OW how the cig'lllec'lllh-ce IH LJry maiden inquired arter he r 
lovc~ ? S he contirHLl·d. III matte rs or importa nce. the magic anu spel ls or her 
grandmother. . Ill' sa w hi m in the coffee-wounds: at th t: bollom or the tea-cup ; 
she J,!'O l up 0 11 ~ Ia)' l\ lorni ng to hear the cllckoo, who told her about him; she made 
the dunch I cake. two and two. in order to circum or him. She sowed he rnpsced at 
midn ight , sa)'i ng .. , Il cmpsced I sow ; hcrnpsced I hoc; and he thilt is m)' true love. 
comcarlcr me and mow." ~ ~I ' hcn she looked Lchind and actually saw him. 

~hc lOok a clean clout, wcu ed it. turned it inside out , and hung it over a chair 
before the fire. Then her sweetheart came and turned it right agHin. 

She:: stuck up two Midsu mmer -men ' - branches.-one ror herselr, and one 
ror hi m. If his branch died away. it was a bad sign ; il it flowered, it was a 
good sig:n. 

She went backwards into the garden on Midsummer Eve and gathered a rose, 
and put it awOl), in clean shee ts of paper till Christmas. when, if it was quite rresh, 

I lleal'Y or doughy as brud C\IUmlr'. NittI EIIglis" J)irliDIt"ry). 
t This chann il refened 10 in num,', poem, ,. Iialloween.- AnOlber ve ... ion or it is, .. Hem~ I s..:r. ... 

Ihee, hempsced I UW' Ibee ; and hIm (or her) thaI i, (0 be my ( rut: love, come a fter me and pou Ehte"; and on 
look,n" O\'er one' • • houlder one ... lIt .!IC'e the appc:/lrance of the eJlOpttted loyer in (he auitude or pulling hemp. 
_ Note to J. A. MknllOn', A""DlaJrd Edlti"" D/DMntI (A. and C, ntack~ 

. .. Midlummer.men, the plllnt called Orpine or Lh-c\ong, one of the Seduln tribe."_ UreWer'1 IJitlif1ntlry 
(1/ Plt1'lUt "lid }-"lHt. 



SUfERST ITI ONS 

she put it in to her bosom, and her swecthea rt came a nd look it out. On lying in 
a strange bed, she tied her garter nine limes round the bedpost and kn itted nine 
knots in it, saying: "This knot J knit, thi!; knot I lye. to see my love as hl~ goes by ; 
in his apparel and array, as he walks in every day." She put bridecake under her 
pillow and dreamed of her lover. She threw apple. peel over her shoulder. She 
s tuck twO kernels on her forehead; her love's rcmaincd on, the other fell off. She 
gathered five bay. leaves-pinned four of them to the corners of h(!r pillow, and the 
other one to the middle, boiled an egg, took oul the yolk, fi lled up with salt. att: it 
al l. shell and all, wi thou t speaking or drinking. After this, of course. she dreamed 
of her lover. 

• 
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SINCE education has always been COllnt:ctcd with rdigion. ;lI1d libraries playa la rge 

pan in the education of the people, we may here enumera te the libraries of 
London. There were not many free libraries, in the modern st:nse of the word. 
Yet thcrc were one or two. Evt.! 11 after th e founda ti on o f tb e British Museu lll, 

if a person wanted LO visi t it he had to get a card of admission the cia}' before, and 
was lied to a certain hour. But there can be no douht that if a scholar desired to 
use one o f th e li braries. wh ich wert: IlI~Ul)' and importarn , he would readily receive 

permission. 

The public rccords. S lale p .. pcrs. and telters of foreign princes were pre.served 
in th e \Vhite Tower and th t:: \\lakefield Tower : with them were many papers 

rela ~ing to the monasteries, O ther records and State papers were kept in the 
Excheqll~ r, \~r t:s l minstt: r, under the cart: o f the Lord Trc<lsurer. Here were kept 
the t wO DOIllf.!sday Hooks, the one in fol io and the one in quarto. 

The Parliament Roll s were kept in .. an old stone tower" in Old Palace Yard, 
now the so·call ed J ewel House; some w"re also kept in the Holbein Gate. 

The COllon Li brary. which went to th e British J\1 useUI1l, was originally 
kept a t Westminster in the house which had been Sir Robert Cotton's; it con­
tained a thousand volumes of charters, gran ts, letters, instruments, genealogies. 
registers, etc. 

The Williams Library was founded by Dr. \OVilIiams, Dean of Westminster and 
Bishop of Lillcoln, the last ecclesiastic who held the Greal Seal. He purchased most 
oi the books from one Baker of Highgate, and opened the library for public use every 
day in term time, vi z. from nine till twelve ill the forenoon. and from two till four in 
the ;tfternoo n. The writer in the GCtttlelllQ.lt.'s 1I1agaeill4. from which these notes are 

. taken, s tates thal by negl igence many of the MSS, were burned. There was 
another "Williams " library. This was a library - still existing - originally of 

25,000 volumes, bequeathed by the Rev. Dr, Williams, an eminent Presbyterian. 
He died in 1716. The library was originally deposited in Red Cross Street, 

.,' 
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Cripplegate. A century or so later it was removed to Grafton Street, Toltenham 
Court Road. 

There was a library at St. James's, alld others '-lIthe royal palaces of \Vhi tchal1. 
Hampton, W indsor, and G reenwich, of l\ISS. and books, mostly colleclt:d by Ldano 
after the dissolution of the monasteries. Where a re those 1\ \ 5S. now? 

The library o f Lambeth Palace contained 14,572 printcd hooks and (i 17 r.. 155. 
The nucle us o f the library W ;:15 . the books belonging to Lord Dudley , Earl o f 
Leicester ; it was added to from lime to lime by dif(crclll archbishops. Docs any 
one know of the library founded by Prince H t! nry. son of Jam!';s the First? 
It was between Leiceste r Fields and S t. James's. The Prince laid ou t a piece 
of g round for the exercise of arlllS; al Olle end of it he built all armoury, willl 
a library conta ining books relating to feats of arms, chi val ry. fo rti fication, military 
scietlce of all kinds. for the custody of which he appointed a learned librarian. 
I t was called the Artillery G round, and comillucci till tht: Restoration , when 
Charles I J. gave it to Lord Gerrard, who built upon it. What became of the books 
is not stated. 

The records, charters, privileges, Ctc., of the Ci ty of London wen! preserved 
in the Guildhall in the custody of the tOWII clerk. The Curporation possessed a 
library. which was kt::Pl in the chapel adjoining the Guildhall. The Duke of 
Somcrs(;;. t borrowed all the books for his ncw hous(;;. ill the Strand; tlwy made five 
cartloads, and they were nt:: vcr n::turncd. 

Otlu;r libraries were: that of the Grey Friars, to which \Vhilling toll was a ben'e­
faclor, dispersed at the Reformat ion; that of Sion CoJlcge"the books of which were 
nearly all burned in the G real fire (a nc\\' library, howevL! r, was got logether); the 
Heralds' College, which cOll tained a valuable collection of works connected WIth 

heraldry, court fun ctions, g-e llealogics, vi !;i tatiol1!;, etc.; lhe: Fn.::nch Church in 
, Threadneedle S tree t had :l library before the Fire; the Dutch Protestants of Austin 

Friar!; had a library for the use of foreign ProlestanL<;. 
Tht: remaining libra ries arc cnume::rated in alphabetical order:-

Caslle Sirecl Libral:J,.- Foul~ded in 1633 by T ennison, vicar of St. l\ Iartin 's- in­
the-Fidds, afterward!; Archbishop of Canterbury, for the use of his school. It con­
tained 4COO volumes in theology and history . 

Co/leg-e oj Plt)'sicialls Libra.I')I.- Containing 4940 books. 
Sir /-[alls Sloallc's Library.-42,00Q voluI1H!s. besides coJle::ctions of rantles. 

Both tht. Cotton and the:: S loane Libraries were placed in the British l\luseu m. 
Doctors' COIJIIII(}IlS Library.- -E very bishop on his consecration gave £20 to £50 

towards the enridllllCnt of the lib rary. _ 
era)"s htll Libr-arJI.-Dooks ill eleven languagc~, but chiefly on law. 
InlU'Y Temple L ibrary.- Remarkable for its collec tion of 1\'155. 

" 
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Limo/u's !tnt LibratJ,.-Called a ·" handsome collection." 
/Jlidd/c TCIIJP!~ Library.-Contained 398 I volumes. 

• 

Ro)'nl Soridy Librmy.-Thc history of this library is curious, On the 
death of Demetrius Corvinus, the last king of lhe HUlll,;"a rian race, hi s libraf)' was 
sold, One third part of il, bought by Viliualclu<; Pcrkcynherus of Nuremberg. was 
sold b y him to l ht: EMl of Aru ndel, who afterwa rds bCCiUll t! Duke of Norfolk. H e 
presented it in 1666 to the Royal SOCit!I),. This princcl)' g ift contained 3287 printed 
books and 554 volumes of J\lS S. A nother donor to the Ro}'al Societ), was their 
whilom secretary. p ram:is AshlOll. li e gave the Socie ty hi s OWII library, contai ning 

3265 volumes. 
TIN! 5'm:f(,Olll LibralJ'.-" f' handsome collection." 
Thl' X lIII/of /~;6ral")" This was kl'pt in I iS6 in the old Dormitory, \Vest· 

miLl ster. It conwim:d 10, loo printed books and 1800 ]\ \SS, 

The QUft'll'S L ibror)', kept in a bui ldi ng spec ian), erectl!d fo r it at St. Jamt:s's 

Palace, con t.Lined 4500 volum e!>. 
TI,e 5/. Paul's L ibrar)'. 
Thf lI 'cslmil1sh'l' Librar)'. helonging to the Dean and C hapter, con tained about 

6000 volumt:s. 

A curious story is related concern ing the Jews and thei r librar),. The 

s)' ragogue of lhc Spanish ;tlld J'orluguesc J e w's, in Be\'is ~ I ark s, posscssed a library 
of great \'al ue, iLlcluding mallY ~ISS. rci,'ting to thei r ceremonies and worship. The 
question arose ;lTllOn~ them whe lher, if tbese books fell into the hands of 
Christians, they mig-In 1I0 t Lx: disgraced by shanH:fu\ translations. To prevent this 
cakmi t)', which might have Ix:cn prc\'ented by locking the box, they actllall y 
resolved upon burn ing the whole of them in a kiln at Mile End. I give the storr 
as it is related in the Cm/leman's Jllagn:;i1/f. I confess that the thing itself, as 
re1ared, seems to Ine incr~dible. 

These were the publ ic libraries. I Ll addition the re were the circulatiLlg libraries. 
an ins titution created in the eighteenth CCnlllr)'. The first o f these libraries opened 

in London was one br it bookse ller named Batho, in '740, His shop was in the 
Stran-d. At the end of the centur)' there were twenty ·two in London, The names 
of some still sU L'vi\'e, and in it few cases the libr:!ries are s till continued-such as 
Colburn 's, Il ookham's, IlodgsOll 'S, Cawthorne's. 

The book·c1ub, in country lOwns, was found more useful than the circulating 
li brary. A cenain num ber of the beller son formed the club; Lhey paid a subscrip. 
tion of ,t Ruinea; this cLlilblcd them to start with books to the amount of their 
combined subscriptions. At the end of the year the)' sold the books to each other, 
carrying the· proceeds forward to increase the number of books (or the following 
year, Il will casily be understood lhat in a few years the amount available for 
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purchase would roll up considerably. I believe that the torren t of rubbish issued in 
the form of three-volume novels proved the destruct ion of lhc 'ic book· clubs. They 
were impossible in London, owing to the diffi cu lties of gelling people together : in 
the country their success depended en tirely on judicious ma nagemclll and l1ull ual 
consideration. They were managed generally by lad ies. A few of the country boo:"· 
clubs still survive, but as a rule it is fou nd less troublesome to depend on one o r 
other of the great ci rcula ting libra ries. 

, 
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C HAPTER I 

TIll'; TEMI'ORAI . (;0\ EllN\lFNT 

Til E jurisdiction and u:.: mporal gove rnmen t of I.olldon in the cightccntll century 
represen t the ou tcome before the attempt il l nn)" rda rm or chnng-c in the constitution 
of the Ci ty as we ha\'c read it. -There was no morc fC;\f of losing the charter, or of 
findi ng the exchequer closed, o r of being- cnl1t:d upon for a benevolence, o r a tallage, 
or a fiflCClllh. London was free ;l ntl her freedom was assured. Lt:t us thcf t!(orc 

take the opportunity of describing the cons titution of the' Cit)' in the last cen tury. 
This, is - with cen ain changes and modifications, mostly insig nificant - that of the 
prescn 1 clay. 

The City o f London was di \· jdcd into lWCIll }' -s ix wards, each o f which was 
under lilt:: jurisdiction of an Alderman, chosen at the ward m Ole by the free inhabitan ts 
of the ward. The ~Iaror . or supreme magistrate ove r the who le Ci tro was chosen 

an nually from the aldermen. H is elec tion took place on 1\ 1 ichacl l11:l s Da),. and he 
e ntered upon his orficc on tht: 9th of November fo llowing. 

T he COlllmon Councilmen were chosen in the 5amc manner as the aldc.r rncn, 
by the free inhabi tants of the ward at the ward mote. But there was this d irrerence, 

that the Lord Mayor presided ov(:r the elec tio n of an alderma n. and dlC alderman of 
the ward over the elec tio n of a Common Councilman. The Court of Common 
Council consis ted of the Lo rd ~ I aror , the aldermen, and the Common Council men. 
Nothing could be done for the Cit)' withoul the full concmrcnce of this court , which 

was called toge ther whenever the Mayor chose. 
The powe r o f the Lord J\ l uyor was Vl.!!'}' grl.!:L 1. H e was Pe rpetual Coroner and 

Escheater within the C ity and the Libe rti es of London and Soulhwark; he was C hief 
Justice o f O),er and T erminer and Gaol Delivery of Newgalt:; Judge o f the ward 
mote on the elec tion of an a lderman ; Conservator of the Ri vers Thames <t nd Medway : 
Commissioner of the River Lea; and Chief Butler o f the Kingdom a t all co ronations. 
Besides which, h is office did not terminate ut lhe King's death . \Vhe n this happened, 
the Lord Mayor was s l)'led the principa l officer in the kingdom, and lOok his place 

on the P rivy COlmcil until the new Klng W<e. IJrocla imcd. 
The meaning of the last privilege or dil.{l1it)' was this :-On the death of the 

." 

• 
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King. all order and authority, save those of the Church, ceased ; for the time there 
was actually no officer, magistrate, or judge in the whole country. If there was 
delay in proclaiming and crowning the King, the roads became covered ''lith 
m(l.rauders and the seas with pi rates. The Privy Council. therefore, fell back on the 
City as a centre of order and law, I n case of doubt or dispute as to the rightful 
heir, London, at leas t, moved as one man, and could be trusted to mai ntain whatever 
side it espoused. \Ve know how the City admitted William, and their price for hi s 

admission; how they elected H enry I. and Stephen. 
The business of the City was transacted principally by me-,,\Ils of commiuees. 

The alde rmen were j ustices of the peace, each in his own ward; those who had 
passed the chair were just ices of the quorum, An alderman continued in his post 
for fife ; if he rdused to serve on dcclion, he had to pay a heavy fine, This most 
useful regulation ensured that the freemen should take that active p~lrt or share in 
thei r municipal dU lies which is ncccssa.ry for the maintenance of the City liberties. 
Ever)' alderman was bound to hold ward motes for electing officers and fo r all 
business connec ted with the ward: bu t he might, if he pleased, appoilll a dCpllly, 

There were two S heriffs of London and J\Iiddlescx : they were chosen an nuallr 
on Midsu l1lmer O:IY, and entered ujJon thei r vfficc on J\'tichaclmas Day. A citizen 
might be alderman before he was sheriff, but he must have been sheriff berore he 
COUld be Lord J\1;l)'or. A ci tizl:! lI chosen sheriff and refusing to scn 'e was fined 
£400 LO the City and £T 3: 6: 8 to the clergy of the prisons, unless he could 
swear that he was worth It'ss thall £ 15,000. Thc business of the sheriffs was to 
collect the rcvenue .. within thei r jurisdictions, to gather ' into the Exchequer all fines 
belong ing to the Crown, LO serve the Ki ng's wril s of process, to attend the judges and 
execute their orders, to empanel the juries, to superi ntend the execution of criminals, 
and to di scharge the orders of the Court of Common Council should the)' resolve to 
petition Parliamclll or to address the King. 

The next officer was the Recorder, who was a lawyer : he was appointed by 
lhe l-1ayor and aldcflnen, for their guidance in matters of j ust ice and proceedings 
according to lnw. He held office for life, In the Court of Common Council, and 
in all other courts, he look place before any who had not passed the chair. He was 
one or the justices of oyer and terminer, and justice of the peace, It was his 
office to speak ill the name of the City, to re.,d and presen t their addresses to the 
J<ing, to deli ve r the sentence of the courts. I-I is sala ry in the eig hteenth cemury 
was £ 1000 a ye.,r, ' 

The Chamberlain of London was chosen anllually by the Livery on l'"lidsummer 
Dar i hJt t~e ele~lion was a ma,ller of form, as, unless some complaim was alleged or 
prov.ed against ,hIm, he held hIS office for life. H e was the City Treasurer; he 
recel~~d and paId all the money belonging to the Corporation; he kept all bonds, 
secunlles, leases of the Cit)'. 
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There were also the following officers of the City:-thc Coroner, the Town 
Clerk, the COlllmon Serje!:lnt, the City Remembrancer, the Sword Bearer, the 
Com mon !-lunt, the Common Crier, the \Vatcr Bailiff. two Audi tors. the Clerk of the 
Ch~mber, the Clerk to the Comm issioners of the Sewers, the Surveyor of the City 

\\forks. the Printer to the City. the Justice of the Bridge Yard, the Steward of the 
Borough, the 13ailiff o f the BoroL1gh, the Comptroller o f the Bridge Ii ollse, CJerk to 
the Court of Conscience, and four beadles of the same court. 

There were several City courts. 
The Lord Mayor's Courl was a "court of record," held befon ' the l\'1ayor. alder­

men, and recorder in the King's fiench, Guildhall. At thi s coun were heard act ions 
of debt, trespass, attachments, covenants, etc., arising within the Ci ty and li l.x: rties. 
h was also a court of chancery and a court. of appeal, and a coun \\ here suits 
between master and apprentices could be heard. In brief, sui lS of all kinds were 
heard here. It was claimed for thi s court that it was the cht apeSI in the kingdom. 
because an action could be commenced here for 4<1. and fmished for 30s" all in the 
space of a fortnigh l. 

The Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen exercised n g 1"enl deal of power. All 
leases requi ring the City seal we re executed by them ; the assize of bread was 
ascertained ; the City officers were tried b)' them; they d isposed of Illany of t1:e Cit). 
offices ; they elected annually cleven observers of the Ci t)' watermen. No person 
could become a freeman of the Cit)' except b), serving his apprenticeship, or by an 
ord.er obtai ned from the courts. 

So far, in brief. Let us now give in g reater detail an accoun t of the variou's 
courts and offices. The following account of the court s is taken from the J]ritish 
Direr/o1')1 of 1793 :-

"The Court of Comlllon Council consists of the Lord l\layor, a ldermen, and 
representatives of the several wards, who assemble in Gui ldhall as often as the Lord 
Mayor, by his slim mons, thinks proper to convene them. They annuall ), select from 
among themselves a commi ttee of twelve aldermen and twenty-four commone rs, for 
letting the City lands, to which end they gene rallr meet a t Guildhall on \,yednesdays, 
whereof two aldermen and fOll r commoners arc a quorum. They appoint another 
commineeof four aldermen and eight commoners for transacting the affai rs belonging 
to the benefactions of Sir Thomas Gresham, who generally meet at Mercers' H all 
by apP:Ointmen t of the Lord Milyor. They also, by virtue of a royal gram, yea rl y 
appoin~ a governor, deputy, and assis tants, for managing the Irish estates. They 
have likewise a right of disposi ng of the offices of town-clerk , common serjeant. 
judges of the Sheriffs' Court, common crier, coroner, bailiff of the borough of South­
wark, and City garbler. 

Common 1Ia".-ln this court, on Midsu mmer Day, the liver), of the respective­
compaOle~ choose thei r sheriffs, chamberlain, two auditors of the chamberlains' and 
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bridge-house accounts, two bridge masters, and four ale-conners. Here also the 
li very on l\'lichaelmas Day rehlrll two a.lderme n to the court of Lord Mayor and 

aldermen. for them to choose a Lord f\layor for the following year. 
The Sheriffs' Cou1'is afC courlS of rcrord held at Gu ildhall cvt!ry \Vcullesday 

and Friday, for act ions clllcrcd at V/ood Stree t Compter, and Oil Thursdays and 
Saturdays fo r those e nte red at the Poultry Com pter. of which the sheriffs being 
judges. each has his assistan t. or depU l)'. who arc called the judges of those courts, 
before whom arc tried aClions of debt, trespass, covenalll, e lC. 

The Courl of Hustings is the supreme COlIn of judicature in the Ci ty o f London 
as that of tht: COlllmon COllllcii is of its Icgisla tun..:. In th is court all lands and 
tene men ts, re nts and services, within the Ci t)· and liLerti(.:s o f London arc pleadable, 
in tWO huslings, the one ca lled husting of a plt:a of land. the other husti ng o f 
common picas. whic h arc hdd distinctly. The judges of this court arc the Lord 
Mayor and sheriffs for the time being. who arc assisted by the recorder in all cases 

o f COIl!.cquence; the picas are held di~linclly, Ollt! COllrt of pleas merely real, and 
another for actions mized. 

The COlirt o/ II 'nrdmole answers to that of folkm ote among the S<lxons, and is 
defined to be :lTl assembly of the whole peoplc,- thm is, free ci ti zens of one ward duly 

~ summoned by the Lord !\Ja)'or, and held Ldorc the proper alde rman o f the ward or 
his deputy, - Io co rrect disorders, rI..' mo\·c anno):tnces, <Jlld to pl olllole the common 

intercs[ of the ward. I n Landau, pilri!.hcs arc as to wns, and wards as hundreds: 
wherefore this cou n resembles that of the iecl ill the cou ntry; for , as the latte r deri'ves 
its amhorit), from the Coull ly Courl , so does the former from that of the Lord Mayor, 
as is manifest by the annual prccl'J}l issued by the Lord Maror to the several alder­
men, for holding their respective ward motes on SI. Thomas's day, for the elec tion of 
prope r officers ill each ward. 

1'116 Court 0/ COflSCrNtllf')' is held four times a year befo re the Lord Mayor, a t 
such plnccs and ti mes as he shall appoint within lhe respective coun ti es o f Middlesex, 
E ssex, " elll , and Surrey; in which se\'eral coun ties he k ts a power of summoning 
juries, who for the belle r preser"mion of the fishery of the ri ver Thames, and 
regulation of the fJ.!,hcrlllc n that fis h therein, are upon oath lO make inquisition o f 

all offences committed in and uJJon the said river from S tai nesbridge in the west to 
Vcnfleet in the cast. 

The COllrt 0/ Rt'fJlIcsls cr COllrl 0/ COlISricll(t' determines all disputes between 
citizens where the deb t is under 405. I t is of great use to persons who have small 
debts o wing to them, which the)' cou ld not otherwise recover without entering into 
expensive proceedings; and it is al so of great be nefit to such persons as arc not able 
to pay their debts at once, as the court determines the payment to be made in such 
portions as arc sui table to the debtor's ci rcumstances. The Lo rd Mayor and Court 

of Aldermcn appoin t monthly such aldermen and commons to s it as commissioners in 
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th is court as Lhf:y think fi t : any three of whom compose a court. kept in Guildhall 
every \Vedncsday and Salmday, from eleven till two o'clock, to hear and determine 

such cases as arc brought before them. I n thi s court a cause may be brought and 
de te rmi ned for the value of tenpence, viz. six pence fo r thl.: plaint and summons, and 
(ourpence for the order; if the defendant does not appt:ar the first COll rt day afte r 
the summons, a n atlachment may be awarded against him: on neglect or refusal then 

to appear, he will be com mitted to prison. 

'11111 GUlI. IIIML. I. 

t ' ,om a ll/Jm pu ld it.heo.l h, . s... 

Court of Eschcalor.-This court is held before the Lord Mayor (he being 
Perpetua l Eschc:llor within the City) or his deputy; to him all original writs of 
Diem dallsit exfremuUI, A.faltdamus de.'clIL'rtmf, life/ius inquirend, etc., are directed 

to find an office (or the King, after the dea th of his tenant who heJd b)' knight's 
service. The Escheator may also find an office for treason, felon)" etc, 

Chomb~1 lain's Com'f.-Th is is an office kept in Guildhall, in a room 011 the rig1n . 
hand s ide o f the passage leading into the COllft of King's Be nch , where the Chamber­
lain attends every day to determine differences between maste rs and apprentices, to 
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enrol and turn over the latter! and to admit all who are duly qualified to the freedom 
of the City. 

The Cottrt oj Orphans. - This court is held before the Lord Mayor and alde r­
men, who are guardians to the children of all freemen under the age of twenty-one 
years of age, il l the decease of all fa thers. The com mon serjeant of the City is the 
only person entrusted by the COUft of Aldermen to take accounts and inventories of 
freemen's estates; and the youngest altorney of the Mayor's Coun , being clerk to that 
of the orphans, is appointed to take securities for their several pOrlions. in the name 
of the Chamberlain of London. who (or th is purpose is it sole corporatioll of himself, 
for the service of lh t! sa id orphans. A rccognisance or bond, therefore , made to him 
0 11 the account of an orphan shall, by tbe custom of I.ondon, descend to his sllccessor. 
It is here to be observed, that a freeman 's widow may require a th ird part of his 
Jx: rsonal estate after all incumbrances are dischargl'(l; hi s ch ildren arc ent itled to 
another third part thereof, :lnd he may dispose of the remaining third pan by his 
will. If hc leaves no children, his widow may require it moiety of hi s personal estate. 
J f a citilen dies witholl t a wi ll, administra tion shall be granted to his wife. who may 
claim one th ird part b)' the Cllstom of London ; one third pnrt 1l111c;t be divided a~ong 
the child ren. and the remi.linin.£,: tllIfd p<l rl betwt:en the wife and chi ldren ; in th is 
case the widow is generally allowed two-thirds or thi s last third part. IL is likewise 
to be observed, tlmt when it freeman dies, and leaves property to his children, either 
in money or es tates, the execu tor or execu tors make applica tion to the Court of 
Aldermen to admit sllch property into the Orphan's Fund. On this application a 
wh ee:: l is brought into the court, containing a number of tickets, which mention the 
respecti ve sums belonging' to those who have arrived at full age, or whose stock 
has been sold or transfe rred to some other person. The Lord Mayor then draws 
from the wheel as many Lickets as contain the sum requested to be admitted b)' tht: 
new claimant , when the proprietors of the old stock have notice g iven them to receive 
thei r propert)' ;11 th ree months. Four per cent is all.owed ror the money during the 
time it continues in the fund, 

TIlt Courl of Hal/mote.-Th is is the court which each of the City companies 
keep in thei r respective halls or places of mee ting, for the transaction of their pri,'a te 
affai rs. 

Pic P owder Courl.- This COUrl is held by the Lord Mayor and the steward 
during Bartholomew Fair in the Ci ty of London, to admi niste r justice between buyers 
and sellers, and for the redress of sllch disorders as may be committed there', ih 
breach of a proclamation, which is annually made before the Lord Mayor on the eve 
of t . Bartholomew, ror the beller regulation or the said fai r, 

'/lIsl;et Jiall COllrl, 111 Ihe Old Bailc),.-This court is the Court or Session, held 
e ight times a yea r by the King's commission of Oyer and T erminer, for t ryi ng 
offenders for comes committed within the Ci ty of London and county or Nliddlesex. 
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The j udges of this court are, the Lord !\'iayor, the aldermen past the chair, 
and the recorder, who on all such occasions are attended by both the sheriffs. 
and generally by ont;! or more of the national judges. The offenders for crimes 
committed in the C ity are tried by a jury of citizt:lls, and those committed in the 
county by a Middlesex jury. The offences tried in this coun <Ire high a nd peuy 
treason, murder, fclony, forgery . petty larceny, burglary. cle. To the courts already 
enumerated , which arc properly Cit)' COLlr t s, may be added lilt: two following , which 
are held within the Cit)', though exempt from its j urisdiction :-

St. Alnr/£Il's Ie G"fl.lld Court.-This cou n belongs to th t.: liberty of that name, 
and is subject to the Dean and Chapter of \Vestmins ter. It is a cour t of record, 
held weekly on \Vedncsdays, for the trial of all personal 'lctions whatever; the 
leading process is a capias against the body or an auachment against the goods; 
so that a man's goocls may be seized upon in his own hous!::, if his person is 
not seized befort!: which is according to tht! practice of all ancient lioc rti es or 
franchises, 

Tile COllyt oj lite Tower oj LOlld01I..-Thi!:i is a court of record held by pre­
script ion within the verge of the Cit)' on Great Tower II ill, .by a steward appointed 
by the Cons table of the Tower of London, by whom art: tritd actions of debt for 
any Slllll, damage, and trespass. 

Besic1t.:s the civil government of London .dready described, it is also subject 
to an eccles iastical and mi li tary government, th t: firs t of which is LlTldcr a bishop, 
archdeacon, and ministers or pastors. 

The military government is vested in a COU rl of Lieutenancy, composed of a 
number of ci ti zens, the principal of whom arc th t: Lord Mayor and aldermen, who 
appoint the offlct:rs to tht: six regiments of the City 1\I ilitia, which arc distinguished 
by the tiLies of the Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange. White. and I<ed regiments. 
T hese corps are now put 011 a plan sim ilar to the respective COU ll ties : the City 
of Londull boasting a peculiar privilcgt: in nOl having the military qua rtt:!red on 
th t: inhabitants, for which singular advantage ther maintain in time of peace their 
own militia, which maintenance urist:s from a tax levied by virtue of the King's 
letter, depominatcd Trophy Tax. This exemption is of such importance that the 
greatest care should be taken to have an effective body of men for the se rvice of 
the inhabitants, in aid of the civil magistracy and for the defence of the kingdom. 
, .. The Honourable Artillery Company, which is one of tht: most 'lI1Cit:l1t, claims 
the honour of being founded and supported by many royal au thorities, It was 
formerly of the first consequellC!e in thi s kingdom, for military achicvt:lllcms, and 
could boast the 1J1ost distinguished personages, as well royal as noble, for its 
members. The original foundation was in the year 1.537 by patent, and has 
continued to the present period. It has a .royal charter frolll his present Majesty, 
with considerable privileges, as well as a capital estate ror its maintenance and 
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support, and a noble parade, called the Artillery Ground, which, from its institu tion, 
was demised and gr<lI11ccl as a mililar)' field (or lht! citizens of London . ... 

The four representatives in Parliament for the City of London, the Lord Mayor. 
Sheriffs, Chamberlain. l3ridgc masters, and other City officers. arc elected at the 
Common 1 I nil s. at which the sheriffs (or tht:: time being arc the presiding judges, and 
the whole bod), of liverymen. who live in the Cil )", or the suburbs and out.parts, or 
wheresoeve r dispcrscd throughout the kingdom, arc en titled to give their votes, 
provided they arc not disqualified by any established rules or regulations within 

the Cit)'. whereby these elections ,are govcrnt.:d. 
It i!i required lh .1l every elector shall ve bOlh a freeman and a liver)'man, and 

that hi s name shall have uccn en tered upon the Liver), lwelve calendar months 
previolls to the day of election, or he can have no vote ; but if he takes lip his 
freedom of the Cit)' at an )' time before the COIll11lCII(;Cm c lll of the election, it is, as to 
that qualifi cation, deemed sufficient. And here let it be particularly observed that 
the dar of commcncement of an cicclion, by which all claims in point of time arc to 
be decided, is the d.t)' on which the candidates presellt lhcIIlS<.:\VCS to fill the vacancies, 
and thei r election i~ declared b), it show of hands ; the poll and scru tiny \\ hich follow 
being onl) subseCJuent proceeding~, to <:adjust the Ilnmbc[!; and qualifications of the 
dectors, I f it liverpllan applies to the Court of Aldermen, to Ix:. lr.:lIlslalcd from one 
company to another, he should be careful to sec the particulars of that translation 
faithfull y recorded on the Chamberlain's l>ooks: for if he VOles in the company to 
which he has oct:n translated, ucfore such record is t! lHcred, it will annul his right to 
vote : for example, if I. 5., formerly a cooper. Imving gained his license to be trans· 
ferrt:<1 over to the:: Vintners' Companr, should vote in th<lt company, and his n3nll;: not 
apptar on the record. it would be con tended that there is no such person :1S I. 5., 
vi nt ller; and, upon his flame being made on a poll or scrutiny, it would be too late to 
sho\\ that his name appears as it liveryman on the books of the former company, 
because every man 's right, as to that election, must abide by the tCSt of the qualifica. 
lion upon which he was admitted to vale. 

It is ~llso further provided. that no person shall have a till e to VOle, who has not 
duly p.id his Livery fines: or who, hm·ing paid the same, shall rect!ive all or part thereof 
back again, or accept of any allowance in respect thereof. So that the receiving 
back the flllC, or all)' part of it, or any allowance as an equivalent. is in every instance 
where it can Ix: proved equally the same disqualification as if the fines had not been 
paid at 'lll. I t is, however, an indulgence not unfrequently granted by most of the 
comp:'Ulit:S, to take a promissory note at six months after diltc for the flOe; if therefore 
it can be proved at the time of election that the VOler, who muSt have been twelve 
clear months upon the Livery, has refused or been unable to satisfy his nOte, after 
demand made since it became due, he is liable to be set aside for such non· lla)lment. 
equally the same as if he had been admitted wi thout any note being given, because his 
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i ml!s. in th is C.ilSI,:;, are nOt bOlla fide paid; but i f, o n the other hand, such note be 'Paid, 
at any time bcJorc the elec tion, or it be proved that the elector was always ready 
a nd will ing to pay it, but no demand had been made, it is then to be deemed equally 
legal. Another disqualificat ion may happen to liverymen who an! hOllsl!holders 
within the j urisdiction of the Cit)'. that doc!' not appl y to li\"cf)'I1l(;Il whu arc housl: ­

holde rs oul o f the Cit)" nor to any li" crytll~ n not hOllschokkrs. I t arises lIpon the 

14th sec tion of the Statult: I I. George I., \\'hieh enacts 'th"l no houscholdpf in the 

Ci ty. who has wi thin t wo years next befure any such dectloll n..:qucslcd to be, anu 

who is <lccordingly di sch;uged from paying to the rates and taxes which the cilil.t!ns 

of I...ol ldon, inhabiti n~ the rein, ~l re liable unlO, shall \ ott:: at such elections.' And 

aga in , t here is another disqualifying clause, which extends al ike to all live rylllt=ll, 

whethe r in or ou t of Lo ndon , and to all <Jlher persons wh.ltsocvcr. voting' at an)' 

e lection with in the City, ;md that is ' for having tahn or recei\'cd , within two ),ears 

next before the election, any charity or alms whatsoever,' l ' pon proof in eithe r of 

these cases, the vote of every person so ci rcumstanced is to be 'dcclan::tlllllll anti void 

to all illlcnts and purposes ... " 

T he election of all ward ' offict= rs must be at a CoUt:} of Wardmote, viz. for 

the a lderman of the wa rd, its com ll1on4coull cil-IIH::Il, e tc .. whidJ couns arc hcld by '" 

virt ue of a precept from the Lo rd l\l<I)IOr, who is the presid ing judge on thosc 

occasions, An)' citizen may be chosen alderman of a ward , although he be nOt an 

inhabi talll thereof, for if he be free o f the Cit)', and of sufficielll ability, thesl' are all 

the qualifications prescribed to cntitle him to ·the right of fi lling that high o ffi ce, in 

ao)' wa rd where there is a vacanc)" notwithstanding he may live in <lnothe r pan, or 

even. without the walls of th ~ City. It is, however, expressly direc ted th<l t eve ry 

common-council-man sha ll be an inhabitant o f the ward for which he serveS, other­

wise he is ineligible fo r the office. The elcctor~ cons ist of nil the inhabitants wi thin 

the ward , who are' freemen of London, occupying houses of the value of L loa )'car 

or upwMds, and payi ng scot and bt!aring lot when required. ' All such are entitled 
to vote at their respective ward motes, on the elec ti on of alderman. comh,o!l4counci l­

ma n, or othe r officer belonging to their ward, unless disqualified b)' any of the 

following rules and regulations s tipulated for their good order and government, 

The firs t q ualification for an elector at a wardmote is that of being a freeman of 

the C ity o f Lo ndon ; so tha t, on one hand, to be free of a company onl)1 is not 

sufficient ; nor is it nccessar)" on the othe r, that he should be on the L ivery; nor is any 

t ime li mited how long he ought to have taken up his freedo m, so that it be done 

before the holding up o f hands a t the election. A freedom obtained after the holding 

up of ha nds, in ordt:r to e nt itle the elector to take the oa th when he is polling' that 

he is the n a freeman,' may indeed enable him to swear what is true, bu t cannot 

antedate hi s right of voti ng, or make it legal. Such freeman , in the nex t place, must 

be an householder. to the al110llil t of L 10 per annu m, 'anel the rea l occupier 

, 
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(or twelve calendar months next bt:fore the election.' So that, if a landlord is only 
in the possession of a house which he never lives in, though rated thereto, but 
suffers another to be the sole occupier thereof, who is not taxed, in such cases 
neither the owner nor occupier arc cmitied to vote; for it must be distinguished in 
either instance that the bei ng r3tt!d to a house, and not in the occupation of it, or 
being the occupier and not rated, a rc equally insufficient qualificat ions. A citizen, 
however, having two houses in diffe rent wards, each of the va lue of £1 0 per annum, 
making use of one for hi s trade , and the other for the residence of hi s family. and 
rated to both . entitles him to a vote in each ward. A person also ill possession of 
two houses in the same ward, which both together amount to £ 10 a year, though 
separatel)' they arc neither of them of that value. yet if he pays f'qll;.~ 1 rates, and 
performs the same duty as a person inhabiting a house of the rent of £ 10 , 11<:: has a 
legal titl e to vole. Occupancy, howe\'er, in all cases IllUSt be proved for twelvc 
clear months, previous to the day appointed for thc elect ion. 

The next qualirlcation is 'that ever}' such householder shall h,lve been rated 
and charged, and contributed and paid, his scot to all and singular the rates and 
taxes (except annual aids granted by Parlial11t!nt) whereunto hc shall or may bt! 
liable, or shall have p"id in the whole, to the sa id rill es :lnd laxc!), or some of them, 
lhi ~ty shillings a year, al tbc least, othcrwis.c hi s vote shall be null and void at all 
such elections.' And further, . th'll c\'ery freeman, being linble to the ra tt!S and 
assessments for 1.lIllpS and walch, and neglecting and rdusing, or desi ring to be 
excused from the payment of the same, shall be under the like incapacity of voting 
as l~OSC persons arc \\'ho do not pay their SCOl and lot, which the citizens of London 
are li.1blt.! 11l1 t O.' But in order that these disqualificatiops should have tht:ir full force, 
it will be ncc<:ssar}' to prove that a regular demand has been made of all such rat~ 
nnd :lssessmellts, by the person Icgally authori sed to receive them, otherwise no 
objec.:tion can or ought to be made to th !;! vote, It is likewise always to be remembered, 
'that nothing shall be construed to oblige persons to pa}' any scot, or bear any lot, 
frol11 the doi ng of which the)' Wt!I'C exempted by Act of Parl iament, charter, or writ 
of privi\<:gc,' which is understood as a saving clause to physicians, apothecaries, 
altorne)lS, etc., who claim the privilege of being excused by reason of their other 
necesso.ry nvocations. Also to constables, or other ward officers, in such wards 
only wberc, by custom, service is accepted as an equivalent for the payment of 
rales; or, in the case of a certificate in the possession of a person who has apprehended 
and convicted any olle guilty of stt:aling in that ward, either by night or day, goods 
to the amount of 55., that then, and in all such cases, these privileges of exemption 
arc to be <ldmilled, so far as they shall prove to be within the plain intent and 
meaning of the writ, cho.rter. or Act of Parliament on which they may be g rounded. 

The foregoing are the qualifications which the sale oCGUpier of a house ought to 
possess, in order to maintain his right of voting at these elect ions j but in cases of 
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partnerships it is further to be remarked. ' that jf allY two or more persons carryon 
a joint trade in any such hoU!:.c together, and shall have been householders such 
space of time as aforesaid. such panners shall, upon paying their scot, and bea ri ng 
their respective lot, in manner aforesaid, whcn required, have good and legal votes; 
provided. nevertheless, that such honse wherein such partners carryon the ir joint 
trade shall be of the true and real value of as many respective SlIInS of £ 10 a 
year, computed together, as there are partners.' There is Jikl:.wisc ~l1Iother pru\'i510n, 
\'cry singula r, 'that where two persons, alld no Ill()re, not being panllcrs, shall have, 
by the space aforesaid, severally inhabited in the i><lIl\C house, such two persons, 
severally pay ing 1I1l:ir scots, and bearing their respective lots, shall have votes, etc., 
so as such house, when..: in such two pt.:rsons inhabit. be of the ye:lrly value of 
£20, a'nd that each of them pay the yearly n:nt of £ro for their respective 
parts thert:of. ' Yel nothing is to be hence inft!rrcd, th.lt a house of £30 a year 
should give VOles to three persons, and so on, it being, 0)" the StatUle, confined 
only to two. In all cases, howcvt:r, that relate to the dcc lions of wardmOtc. it is 
absolutely declared, ' that the votc of every person, who has at any lime within twO 
years next before the election. ~cquested to be, <\ltd ;lccordingl), has been. dischargtd 
frolll paying all or any of the rates and taxes which the citizens of London inhabiting 
therein art: liable unto, shall be utterly void, and of nont: effect.' 

The same disqualify ing clauses. which operate against persons for rcct:iving 
al ms, in elections at the cotlllllon.llalls, likewise hold good in eieclions at ward motes i 
and therefore all persons, however su(ficientl), qua lified in o the r respects, ar~ 

incapacitated from voting', who have asked and received any sum of money as charity 
from any private p~rson, or public COllt.:clion, or from any charitable legacies or 
bequests, or the shan: of any forfeitu re hy a penal Act of Parliament to the use oj the 
poor, or part or the K ing's annual bounty money. or of the ward charity coals 
distributed within the City. Such who have been in any hospital or infirmary, for 
relit.:f of the sick or lame, or received physic or advice from thence grat is, as ou t­
patients; or have been in the London or an)' parish workhouse; such also as have 
been confined in any prison, and received part of lhe allowance of bread and beer, or 
of the box-money, or bequests to prisoners, or have been released by tht.: charity of 
some other persoll, - these and all sim il..!1' ins tances of temporary rel ie f totally 
disqualify the parties from giv ing their votes at any election within the Ci ty of 
London." (Sec Appendix IV., T axt:s and Inferior Offices,) 

, 
,6 
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n l ,\~(; I'" 1:\ T IlE l'OLlTIi..AI. l·O\\I.I~ 01- TIlE CIT \, 

ATTENT IO!\ has a lrcad)' been caJl ed to the changed r<.:lations of Crown ;wel Cit)' 
when the lattcr cca~cd to be the lender and adva ncer of money to the King. It 
seems to me that the C it)', Hll through the cClllurr. failed to gras p the new si tuation. 

Else why did the Common C~Hmc il and the L in.:rr cOlllin ue to send in one rcmon~ 

Slrancc afte r another. all leading to n() resu lt ? They remembered, I bt:lic \'c, the 
weal power wit:ldccl by the Cit)' in histol"}' ; a power acknowledged, conc iliated, courted 

by king aft e r king-by Wi lliam, whom they acknowledgrd as Conqueror, and by 
his successors. l 't: rh ap!-, th t:" remembered who deposed Ri chard and set up 1 Icnry; 

who set up Edward the Foun h: who lurlH.!d ou t James the St·cond. But the King 

no longe r wante t! 10 borrow mone), of Iht!ll1; their wealth no longer ga\'c them po wer ; 

the}' had become poli tically po\\'crlt:ss except th rough thei r represen tatives in the 

House, and the I louse ilst:1f was in the hands of a Ill;ljorit), of placeme n. As for 

any influence and weig ht which their opi nions a nd their voices mig ht command upon 

th t;: nation a t large, it wns as yet bu t small owing to thc difficulty o r gell ing at the 

nation. W h:l t did York or E xe ter know o f lllt;: s treng th and bitterness of the Ci ty's 

opin ions Oil th l! American \Var? Lillie or nothing:. The K ing, therdore, had no 

longer ;lny fear of the Cit)': he could a(f('rd , so long as that majorit y in the H ouse 

was maillluined, to rule in dcfl<l llcC o f the City; and he did so. And thl:! Li very, 

seeing the impotence of their OWll efforts. marvelled; and, not unders tanding that 

they were as thost! who beal the air with s trc:: nUOllS hands. they cri ed, .. Let us make 

more reTllonstl'<U1 Ces. more addresses, more petitions." The)' did so, and got mighty 

little by their pains. 

M eantilll t::. out of all thcse humiliations there arose the perception, g rowing 

dail )' strongcr, thai reform was necessary. Alas! there wanted fifty years before 

that reform could be carried out-fi fty )'ears, of which nearly hal f we re to be spent in 

a struggle for existence. In 17i9 (Sharpe, iii. 174) some of the Lords protested 
that" in such a si tua tion a change of sys tem appears to us to be our indispensable 

dut), to advise." The Common Council sympathised with the m. and W<,iS convinced 

thaI the cause of the troubles lay in the "enormous ~lIld undue inAuence of the 

'". 
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Crown." Comm ittees of "Association" were formed. thei r object being economy 
and the abolition of sinecures. Burke introduced a Bill for reform. which had to be 

abandoned. . 
In 1780 Dunning moved that it is "the opinion of thi s Committee that the 

inAuence of the Crown has increased. is increasing'. and ought to be dimin ished." 
T he reforms chieny wantt!d , in the opinion of the COUnlry, wcrl.! ([) the cu tting down 
of publ ic expendi ture, (2) shortening the du ration of parl iaments, and L\) reforming 
the representation. 

T he work of these committees was for a lime checked by the mischief due to 
the Pr01Cstam Associat ions and the clamour against Catholic Emancipation. The 
history of rhe Gordon Riots will be found in another place. And as for rdorm. we 
hear little more of it until the French Revolution and the Corr(~sponding Societies. 

The ten years that passed between the Peace of Paris and the cleclara tion of 
war in 1793 were for the Illos t part those happy years in which t!H.:re is no history 
beyond that of dOlllestic events. The Protestant disscn lcrs were active in endeavour­
ing to procure a repeal of the Corporation and T est Ac ts; they fa iled in [789 by a 
sihallillajority. and hoped lin 1790 to secure the co-operation of the Common Council. 
In this tbey were disappointed, for the court passed by a large majoril)' the follow­
ing resolutions:-

" 1. That it is the indispensable du ty of this COllrt to support the rights and 
privileges of the Church of E ng land, as by law establishcd; they being essentially 
connected wi th, and forming a pa rt of, our happy constitu tion. 

II. That a full. pt!rfect, and free tole ration, in the exercise of religious duties, 
must be the wish and glory of every liberal mind; but, 1O remove the two bulwarks to 
our sacred consti tution, in Churc h and Swte, by a repcal of the Corporat;on and T es t 
Acts, would lend to produce that civi l anarchy, which at firs t pointed out to the 
legislature the necessi ty of making such wise and sa lutary restri ctive laws. 

I I I. Thal this court do consider thctnst:lves call ed upon to !'trcngthen the 
hands of those friends to the Established Church in the H ouse of Commons who 
have twice successfully opposed the repeal of the Corporation and T est Acts. by 
expressing thei r publ ic thanks for such conduct ; and to ~olicit the members of this 
court, who have seats in Pa rliament, strenuously to resist every attempt that shall 
be made to obtain tha t repeal." 

The E xc ise Bill of 'VValpole (see p. (2) aroused "In opposi tion which that 
minister was totall y unable to understand. \Ve have another example of incredible 
inability to understand the mind of the people in the tax upon shops imposed by 
Pitt. Retail trade is, except in comparatively rare instances. a mode of li vel ihood 
which is anx ious, precarious, and cut down by competit ion to the narrowest marg in 
possible. Conceive, therefore, the dismay with which the world learned that Pitt 
was lay ing a tax upon retail ~hops. This was in May 1785. A committee was 

• 
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instantly form ed and a conference hdd with Pitt. Noth ing came of the confere nce, 
however, except a recommendation by Pitt that they should r<lise the price of their 
goods, so as to make the customer pa}'. He was unable to understand that this 
general rise of so much per c~lit all round is, in trade. an absolute impossibi lity ; and 
that, in any case, a s lh~ tradesmen buy of each ot her, ther WQulcllhclllse\vcs be lhe 
payers of the tax. 

They then c1 n.::w up a petition against the Bill , but the tOm position of the H ouse 
would nOt allow any wcighl lO be attached to these rep resen tations of the shopkeepers. 
The ag ricultural labourers might make the ir g rievances ht::ard, bUl no t the shop. 
keepers, of whose jives and nccessitit::s the I-louse or country squi res understood 
nothing. For rour years the shopkeepers bombarded tbe HOllse with petitions and 
remonstranccs. At las t. ill 1789, they got the Bill repealed. 



C HAPTER III 

TR,\OE 

Til E Somh Sea Company, which wns not kiJlc:d by the Hubhle of 1720, obt<lined 

Rermission from the S panish Governmcnl to send onc ship every year to trade with 
the Spanish ports of the Gulf of 1\'l exico. In li2\ tht:y sent out a trading ship to 
Pono Bel lo and Carthagena : In 1723 another to Vent Cruz; in 1725 they scm ships 

IVr.S I 1 ~1I1'" IIOUlof 

to the Arc tic Seas (or the whale-fishery. Over the last VC!llure, howc \ter, they lost 
nearly £ 180,000 in eight years. I n I i 30 thei r ship tht.: Prill(e Frederick re turned 

from Santa Cruz with a cargo worth £35°,000. 
Tbe principal trade of th l'! counl ry was carr ied on by means of the companies 

founded in the sixteemh cen tury: the Leva nt, the Russia, the East India, the South 
Sea, the Hudson 's Bay, and (he Royal African. 

The \Vest Indies sent u~ sligar, coffl"e, cotton. mahogany, logwood. and indigo ; 
" 3 
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Virginia sent us tobacco; from the northern parts of America we had t imber, tar, 
and other things formerly supplied from the Baltic. 

A l~rge number of vessels were employed in the slave-trade ; London was tht. 
. centre of the d iamond- trade. T he East I ndia Company had seventeen shi ps one 

year sailing from India. T he following table (Capper's PorI and Trade of London) 
shows the ex ten t and the nature of the exports and imports for one month:-

Woollen cloths . 
Bnys, Colchester, CIC. 

Stuff, druggcll;, etc. 
PcrpcIs and hl;rgcs. 

Hats 
lI ose 
Flannels and cOlton 
Fric7.C 
Gartering . 
Lenther 
B1oc~ ! 11\ 

Pewter (wrought) 
Lead 
Ditto in shot 
Alum 

Copperas . 
Toh.1('{,O . 
C:llicocs . 
Gold watches 
Sil,'cr 

" 

535 7 pieces 
G99" 

" 
" 

20:8 dozen 
9368 dO/_ !J:lin. 

53,05.1 y:lrds 

78S8 " 
174 gross 

2290 cwl. 
1036 " 
49,)~ " 

184 fodder 
S-l 7 ell'!. 

)175 I' 

01 033 " 
S(,6, 163 Ibs. 
76,8017 pieccs 

47 

"3 
Wrought plnu: ':I7~ ounccs 

Bcsidc~ 3.19.353 oz. of ~ih'cr and 3",2901 0/. (If t-:old. 

Winc~ 

Dino from Leghorn 
Ditto Rhcnish , 
Dmndy from Dunkirk 
R um from Bri tish CO)unic,. ... 

Sugar " " 
Ricc from Carolina 
Sp.1nish wool 

1 ndigo from Spain and our Colonies 
Hemp from lhe f;.ast Country 
Thrown silk (rom Italy 
Raw silk . 
Coffec from T urkcy only 
Oil from G:llIipoli 

H olland cloth or fi ne linen 

4299 c.1~ks 

459 chesls 
1019 :llnns 

24,687 galls. 

63'7 " 
1012 1 hhds. 

302 5 " 
114>1 hags 

57.784 Ibs, 
11 60 ell'\. 

3 1,2 181bs, 

344 1 " 
178 1 e ll't, 

390 tOM 
66,286 ells 
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Ditlo rrom Hl1mburgh and Br~ml'n 
Irish linen 
Irish yarn rrom Hamburgh 
Coffee from M ocha 

1,232,209 ells 

119, 1 q rn rd~ 

7).45° lb~. 
5000 halc~ 

2 15 

I n the ye.,r Ii 32 the cololl) of Georgia \\ as founded. with the inccn ti\'c of pro­
vid ing for some of the wretched prisollt!rs for Jeut- those. that is, who wert able. 
bod ied and willing to become cl11igrant~. t\ suLscript ioll \\ a<; opclled for them; the 
fi rst batch o f seukrq weill Dill in 1733. The promoters in LI:mdcH1 prQvi~lt!d the new 
colo nists with seeds of eve rything likely to pro\' \' useful: they also procured a gram 
of land from the Govl: rn mcllt; they sent (Iut European vines in the hope of creating 
the production of wi nc, :l.Ild Picdmontcse to instruct in the manufachlrc of si lk . At 

fi rs t this industry promised fairl y wdl : in 1758 the)' sent home 7000 11, ... : in 1764. 
15,000 Ibs.: but the Gt·orgian cocoonc; we re foun d t(I lIe ,. round and spong,},," being 

badly wound. Thcrdon·. the s ilk trade dt 'cl incd and the COltOn trade took its place. 
T he Span ish \\far ( I i':!9 1 i4S) checked th(' :ldvanct: o f trade for a time. Th(' 

resull of the war was that Spain kept her rig ht of sea rch, but that trade was per­
mitlt:d with Spani 'ih ports in Europe, a concess io n which gave Great Britain con­

s ide rable advantages. Spain began to buy la rgely En* lish manufactures fo r ex pon 
to her coloni~s; and the South Se;\ Company los t it s right of sending o ne ship every 
year to the Spanish -American ports. 

On the termination of this war the private t raders g re w res tless a t seeing the 
whole trade in the hands o f a fe w companies. Ther firM allackcd the I fudson's Bay 
Company: ther charged the company with neglcc.ting to develop the mines. fi sheries, 
and the fertile lands which they cont rolled. The Govc:rnn1t:n t considered the case, 
and decided thaI tht: com pan)' had done, and was doing. the best in its power. 

Therefore the I l1Idson's Bar Companr remained. and it rl'll1 il ins to this dn}. 
Private traders, however. wc re morc 'illcccssfui with the Royal African Company, 

which su rrendered its charter, its lands, fOrls, and stores, and gave up its t rade. 

Private traders, also. were more successful wi th the Lt:vant Company, for they 
obtained an Act of Parliame nt throwing o pe n all the ]Jl'iv ilcges of tha l company for 

a n)' who would pay £20 to t he ust: of the company. 
The r ears 1756-1763 were marked by war with France. This wa r lasted 

for scven years. T he Brit ish a rms were succcssful bo th by land and St:i.t ;- lhere 
were checks a nd losses a t sea, as was incv iwblc.:: with the seas swa rm ing with 
pri valet!rs; yet to drive the Fre nch OUl o f Canada was a grea t achievement , 
whil e on the whole the prosperi ty of ou r trade went on increasing stead ily. 

The Society for the Encouragement of Arts. l\1anufactures, and Commerce 

was established in 1754. 
Mai lla nd gives a lis t o f all the ships that belonged to the Port o f Lo ndon 

in the year 1728. In all there were '4 1i \'e~sel s, with it tonnage o f 178,557 lons, 



216 LONDON I N THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

and :!11927 men; most of these vessels were vcry small . some of no more than 
20 tons. T aking one column alone of 90 ships, there a re 42 over 100 lons; 14 
ver 200 tons, 9 over 300, and 4 over 400 lons. In this column there are 

none over 500 tons; but in other columns a re found a few exceed ing th is tonnage, 
and in one case we find a ship of 700 10DS. The nallles given to these vessels 
continually recur. For instance, it Illust have been impossible to know the Dolphill 
of London when there were 10 Dolphi1ts; or the A 1I11C when there were 19 
A1l11CS" or the Charm'lI/[ 51011;1 when there were 6 Charmers named Sally; or the 
Ala-I')' when there were 44- ships of thal name. 

The ships which t: ntcred the Port of London during the ye.1.r 1728 wcre-

(1) Brili .. h vessels from beyond the se~IS 

('}) Foreign ships ,. 
(3) Coasters from British port s 
(4) fo oreign ships 2052 

For unloading the merchandise arri\'ing. and for loading the ships which were 
taking in ca rgo. there were 144 wharves, 2000 lighters, barges, and boalS, and 
607 g reat car ts or w:tbgull ~. fVlaitland docs nul tell us the number of men 
employed in the service of the wh nr(ingers and barge-owners. 

T he WRr with the revolted colonies proved very disast rous to our tracle. 
In I7iS it was estimated thal our merchan ts had lost 733 ships. with cargoes 
estimated at £2,600,000. The J\fricarr traue had been practi cally dest royed; sugar 
;md other colonial produce had been doubled in price; both imports and exports 
were greatl), reduced. I t was little comfort for the London merchant to learn 
that the Americans had lost 900 ships and th,u their fishe ries had been destroyed. 
The in <; urance on vessels homeward bound from the \Vest Indies rose, in 1777, 
to the r:l.lC of 23 p CI' cent. In that yea r the Thames wa!'; filled with fore ign ships 
waiting to be laclen, instead of London ships, which they feared to send out. 

The nex t year. 1778, promised things still worse; for F rance joined America 
:md laid ;111 embargo on all English shipping in her ports, At one time the 
French fleet held the: Channel, and the greatest fears we re entertained for the 
safct), of the East and West Indian fleets. Admiral Keppel, however. fortunately 
defeated the French fleet off Brest and forced them to retreat into another port. 
This done, the posi tion was reversed, and the English fl eets and the English 
privnlecrs speedily captured French shi ps to the value of £400,000. In fact, 
the alliance of France with America g'dve us a chance of plunder: there was 
little to be got frolll America, but a grea t deal (rom F nl.nce; we fitted out 
hundreds of pri vateers. Liverpool alone sending our 170, with 1986 guns and 
8754 men. Spain and Holland Ilex t joined France and America. G rea t Britain 
was thus carrying on war with four ta tes a~ once, 
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The history of the war belongs to the history of the countr),. It is sufficient 
to record thal peace was signed in 1783. 

The spinning-mills of Arkwright were now beginning to change the north 
of England from an agricultural to a manufacturing cQumr)'; the roads aild postal 
communications were grea tl y improved: machinery of all kinds W:IS invented 
and perfected. A compl erf:! system of inland COlnllHLnitation by canals wa" opened, 
London being connec ted with the ll1idt11 l~ :l11d thl; west of England hy canals 

which enabled her to despatch and to recei ve mcrchandi~(' at a L,lle vcr) much 
below the old charge of freigh t by wag-gen. 

In l793 the National Convention of France declared war against Great 
Britain. A com mercial panic followed, in which 1ll,IIly houses failed. Pill calk:d 
a meeting at the 1'.1 ansi on H ouse. passed rcsoiLuionc; of confidencl'. and issued 
E xcheqller Bills to the eXlcnt of £5,000.000. by which menns he resto r<:c\ cOllfic\cncc:, 

T he war did not, however. as was expected. bring very mate ri ,d 1llJury upon 
the trade of London. as is shown by the folk)wing flgures:-

'79' 
1800 

I ~lI'ORTS 

Expowrs 

/..; 19. 659.358 

£:;0.570 .605 

1800 £ 43.1 52.019 
\ 

I n 1799 London possessed one· third of the whole trade of th e:: Empi re. The 
amount of property lying in the Pool c\'e r}' year was estimated as worth 

£70 ,000,000. 

The following rt.'S11I1I1! of the trade of London is givcn in the /Jril;sh /JiraIOl)' 

fOl' li9 ' :-
" The commerce of the world being in perpetual fluc tumion, we can never be 

too watchful, not only for preserving what we arc now in possession of, but for 
availing ourselves of the mistakes or negligenccs of other n:uions, in order to 
acquire ne w branches of it. \Vho could have imagined, three hundred yea rs ago, 
that those ports of the Levant, from whence, by mea ns of the Venetians, England, 
and almost all the rest of Christe ndom, were supplied with the spices, d rugs, etc" 
of India and China, should one day come themselves to be supplied wi th those 
very articles by the remote countri es of England and H oll and, at an easier ril te 
than the}' were used to have them di rectly from the East: or that Venice should 
afterwards lose to Lisbon the lucrati ve trade of supplying the rest of Europe with 
them j or lastly, that Lisbon should afterwards lose the same to Amsterdam; or 
that Amsterdam and H aerlem should g radually lose, as in g rea t part they have 

• 
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done, their famous and fine linen manufactures to I reland and Scotland? A l 
present. our woollen manufacture is the noblest in the universe: and second to 
it is our metall ic manufacture of iron, steel, tin, copper, lead, and brass, which is 
supposed to employ upwa rds of half a million of people. Our unmanufactured wool 
alone. of one year's produce or growth , hac; been es timated to be worth two 
millions ste rling; and, when man ufactured. it is valued at s ix millions more, and 
is thought to employ upwards of a mill ion of our people in its manufactu re ; 
whereas in former times a ll Ollr wool was exported unmanufacwfcd, and our own 
people remained unemployed. Even within the three last centuries, the whole 
rental or valuc of all the lands anti houses in England did not exceed five mill ions; 
but by the spirited ext:rtions of the Cit)' of London, scconrled hy the merchants of 
the pri ncipal trading towns in the coullI ry. the rental of England is now estimated 
at twenty millions pcr ann um. or morc; of which vast benefit our nobility. gemry. 
and landholders begin to be full y sensible, by the Lll1 mense increase in the value 
or fcc-simple of thei r lands. which has gradually kept pace with the increase and 
value of ollr com lllerci;d inlercour!>c wi th fore ig n nations, of which the following 
are at present the most consider.tule. 

T o Turkey we eXI'0rt woollen rlot hs, tin . !edd, and iJ'on, sold}' in our own 
shipping: and b rin~ from Ihenre raw silk , carpets. ga ll s, and other dyeing ingredients, 
COttOIl, fruits. med ic inal drugs. etc. 

To Ital)1 wc export \\'oollcn goods of va rio LIS kinds. pcltr)'. lc.::Cl lher. lead. tin. 
fish. and East India merchandise; and bring back raw anti thrown silk. wines. oil . 
soap. olives. oranges, lemon !>. pomegranates. dried fruits, co lours. anchovies. etc. 

To Spain we send all kinds of woollen goods, lea ther, lead, lin, fish, corn , 
iron and brass manufactures, habe rdashery wares, assortments of linen from 
Germany and elsewhere for he r American colonies; and receive in return wines. 
oi ls, dri ed frui ts. oranges. lemons. oli\'es. wools. indigo. cochineal. and other dyei ng 
drugs, colours. gold ami silve r coins. elC. 

To Portugal we mostly send the same kind of merchandise as to Spai n ; and 
make return~ in vast quantities of wines. oil s, !>alt. dried and moist frui ts. dyer's 
ingretl ienls. and gold coi ns. 

To France we export tobacco, lead, ti n, Oan;ll::ls, horns, hardware. Manchester 
goods, etc .• and sometimes great quantities of corn; and make Ollr returns in 
willes. brandies, linens, cam bricks. lace. velvets. brocades, etc. But as a 
commercial trealY has so lately taken place with France. added to the attention 
of its people being drawn off' from trade, and almost wholl )" engrossed with the 
establishment of its late wonderful revolution , it is imposs ible to state the relative 
operations of this trade at present. 

To Flanders we send serges, Rannels. tin. lead. sugars, and tobacco; and 
make retu rns in fine lace. linen. cambricks. etc. 

• 
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T tl Germany we send cloth and sruffs, ti n, pewter. sugars, tobacco, and 
Eac;l India merchand ise; and bri ng froll1 thence li nen. thread, goa tsk ins, tinned 
plates, timbers for all uses, wines, a nd man)' other articles. 

T o Norway we send tobacco and woollel1 stuffs; and bring from thence vast 
quantiti es of deals and other timber. 

To S weden we send most of our horne m.ltwfacturcs: and return \\ ith iron, 
tim ber, tar, copper, etc. 

To Russia we send grea r quanti ties of woollen cloth" and slUffs. till. lead, tobacco. 
diamonds, household fu rni llJre, etc.; and make returns in hemp. flax, Iint.:ll, thread, 
fu rs. potash, iron, wax, tallow, etc. 

T o Holland we send an immense quant ity of d iffcn! l1t sorts of merchandis(', 
such as all kinds of woollen goods, hides, corn, coals, East India ilnd Turkey articles 
imported by those respective companies, tobacco, ta r, sugar, rice, g inger. and olht.! r 
Ameri can produclions; and return wi th fine lint::n, lace. call1bricks, thread, lareS, 

incle, madder, boards, drugs. whalebone. trai n-oil, to),s, and various other articles 
of lhat counl ry, 

T o l' merica we still 
and make our returns in 
timber, etc. 

send our home 
tubacco, sugars, 

manufact~lres of almost evt: r), kind; 
rice, ginger, indigo. drugs, logwood, 

T o the coast of Guinea we send various son s of coarse woollen and linen goods, 
iron, pewter, brass, and hardware mnllufaclUres, lead-shot, swords, knives. firearms, 
gunpowder, glass mal~ lIfactllf(':s, etc,; and bring hOllle vas t nLimbers of negro slaves. 
and gold dus t, dyeing and med icina l drugs, redwood. Guinea grains, ivor)" etc. 

To Arabia, Persia, East I ndit::s, and China we send nHich fo reign silver coin 
and bull ion. manu factures of I(~ad, iron. and brass, woollen goods. etc.; and bring 
home muslins, and coltons of various kinds, calicoes, raw and wrought silk, chin tz, 
teas, porcelain, coffee, gold-dust, saltpetre, and many drugs for dyer's anti mcdicinal 
uses, These are exclusi\'c of Oll r trade to I reland, Newfoundland, \.vesl I mlies, and 
many other of our settlements and fac lori(;!s in difTl:ren t pans of the world, wh ich 
li kewise contribu te an immense annua l return. 

Our trade to the East Indies certainly contributes one of the most stupendous 
pol it ical as well as commercial machines tha t is to be mel wi th in history, Tht! 
t rade itsel f is exclusive, and lodged in a company, which has a temporary monopol)' 
of it, in considerat ion of money advanced to thc Govt:rnrnen l. vVithout entering 
into the history of the Easl India t rade, within these twenty years past. and the 
Company's concerns in that coun try, it is sufficient to say that, besides thei r settlc· 
ments on the coast of India, which they enjoy under certain res tric lions by Act of 

, Parl iament, they have, through the various in ternal revolut ions which have happened 
a t Indostan. and the ambition or avarice of their servants and officers, acquired such 
territor ial possessions as render them the most fo rmidable comnH:!rcial republ ic (for 
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so it may be called in its present siwalion) that has been known in the world since 
the demolition of ~arthagc. Thei r revenues are onl y known, and that bu t imperfectly, 
to the Directors of the Company, who <I re chosen by the proprietors of the s tock ; bu t 
it has been publicly affirmed that they amount annually to above three millions a nd 
a half sterling. The expellees of the Company in forts, flee ls, and armies, fo r mai n­
taini ng those acquisitions, are cenainly vcry great; but after these are defrayed the 
Company not only cleared a vast SUIll, but was able to pay to the Govc rnmc11l £400,000 
yearly fo r a certain lime, partly by way of indemnification for the expenees of the 
public in protecting the Company. and partly as a taci t tribule for those possess ions 
that are territorial and not commercial. This republic, the refore, cannot be said 
to be inclependelll. and it is hard to sa}' what form it rnay take when the term of 
its charter is expired, which will be in the year I i94. At present it appea rs to be 
the intent ion of Governmellt that it s exclusive commercial privileges shall then fimdly 
cease. and 110 new charter be granted," 

About thi s tim!:! it was found that the wharves and the old s}'!>tem of lading and 
unlading had long ago become insufficient and dangerous; it was necessary to find 
less cumbersome :md safer methods. Accordingly, the \Vest Indies merchants obtained 
an Act of Parliament f(,11 the LOIl~tructi o n of dULks. with whar\'e<; and warl:!houses, 
for til(' conduct of thei r tradt'. With the construct ion of th t! new docks the history 
of London trade in the eighteen th centur)' enter!> upon a new chapter under new 
::onditions ; wh ile.: to the ri\'('r!>idc populat ion, thus deprived of the means of robbery 
with il11puni t)" the opening of the ducks must hi\Ve mC'lIlt blank ;lmazemcnt and 
:it!spair. ,.vhat? no ligh ters wanted? No boats to receive casual odds and ends? 
No apron .. with deep and ample.: pockets allowed? No one to leave the docks 
without having his pockets fdt? Nothing for the honest clock-labourer but his 
wage:;;? And if it was bad for him, it wa.<; worse for the fcncc. For him. after many 
years of living on the dishonest labours of the lighlcrman, to have nothing more to 
buy-no rum, no sugar, 11 0 spice, no parcels of si lk and sa tin! Alas! poor fcnce! 

I consider elsewhe::re the condition of the river, with its hordes of sharks .. nd 
robbers. The whole of the cargoes brought to the Port of London had to be unladen 
by those persons in their lighters, b.1.rges, punts. luggt: r-boals, and billy-boys. 
There were be tween 3000 and 4000 of these boats engaged in this service; they 
employed many thousand labourers. I t is easy to imagine that these' people would 
resist to the uttermost an)' ch"lIlge which would deprive them of the ir work and thei r 
power of robbery. At the same time, the oppoSItion came not from them-probably 
they hardly understood what was coming,-b~lt from the vested interests, especially 
the owners of the" sufferance" wharves. There were only certain places where 
merchandise could be laded-on the " legal " quays, which ex tended for 1419 feet on 
the north side of the river, between the Bridge and the Tower ; the· iI sufferance" 
wharves occl1pied about twice the area belonging to. that line. Now it was estimated 
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that if the whole of the suga r were stored in ,Ill the wharves ' there would not be 
enough storage· room. 

In 1795 the' \Vcsl Indies merchallls opened.\ subscription for tunds to construct 
a dock, a nd in two clays raised a capi tal of £800.000. 

T he ' <Vest I ndia Docks wc re opened in August I So:!. Th t Corporfuion, which 
had ob tai ned permission to cut a canal through the Isle of Dogs. finished and opened 
it j but it proved a failure. In 1805 the London !Jocks were OIJCIH.:d; in 1803 Parlia· 
Inenl granted powers for the construction of the East India Dock:.; In , S IO the 
Rotherh ithe Docks were commenced; and in [82.S. after g reat Opposition, the Sl. 
Katherine's Dock Company obtained their Bill. The cons truction of the Victoria 
Docks completed the dock syste m of the Port of London, unle5s we take into 
acco.unt th t! docks at Til bury opened a fe w years s ince. 

T he coinage toward~ the end of the centu ry became debased wan exl t:nl which 
g reatly illterft:red with trade. 

The state of the coinage and the establishment of the ro.l inl were reported to a 
comminct: of the Lords in the year I i98. This commillee con tin ued LO si t and to 
act lIntilthe }'car 1816, when the), sent in thei r Report. It was to the effect that:­

(i.) Since they had begun to sit the}' had erec tt!d~; new 1\ l in t near the Towe r 
(where the coinage had been carri ed on). This i\lint is the prescnt building. designed 
by Sir Robert Srnirke and Mr. John Johnson. and completed in 1810. 

(i i.) Thal the Mint had been fitted with the most C0 l111'lc11:: iJpparatus. This 
continued in use until the year 188 " whe n it was improved. 

(i ii .) That the re turn of ]X!ace, which had res tored the prec ious metals to their 
normal value, mack it possib le to consider the subjec t of a lIe w issue; and that the 
sum of £2,jOO,OOO in si lve r would be issued as soon us possible. This Report was 
adopted on th l! 21 St of 1\lay 18 16. 

Meantime, the whole community was suffe ri ng from lilt: bad condition of the 
current coin. I t was light; it was so much worn that they could not tell whether 
it was F rench or English ; an immense amount of false coin was in circulation : 
numbers of men and wom c::n were constantly indicted for forging and litte ri ng false 
coin; and traps of all kinds were set for maki ng children, sai lors. countrymen, and 
o ther innocent-looking persons pass the base mont:y. One instance is that of a 
cerrain Solomon, cOllllllonly called, from a deformity in one of his fect , ., 8ubblefoot. " 
His occupation was that of a secret agent of the polict:!, for whom he looked about 
fo r criminals who were" wanted. " H e had to do this with the utmost circumspec­
tion, beca use his appearance was such that he could no t disgu ise himself; besides, 
he had himself been mort:. than once tried at the Old Bailey. This occupation 
giving him a lin.le leisure, he employed it in creating offenders, with the connivance 
of the police-officers. H e s tationed himself somewhere in the neighbourhood of the 
Tower whe re sailors arc found, and there he . looked about for some ragged sailor 
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who had spent his money, and gave him a shilling, which the poor Illan look to the 
nearest tavern . \ Vhen he proffered the coin in payment, he was seized by a police­
officer, taken to prison, and tried fo r uttering base money. \Vhen these fac ts were 
discovered, it was found that eigh teen persons were in Newgate, ei ther tried and 
convicted or waiting trial, al! brought there by the conspiracies of the pol ice-who 
got £ 10 reward for every case-and the worthy" Bubblefoot." 

T he preparations for the new coinage lasted longer than was expected at fi rst. 
In the autumn of 1816 the Bank of England issued a nOlice that it would buy up 
011\ the old shilJing~, wi th notes and tokens. T his offer was eagerly accepted; bUl 
the consequences were at first embarrassing, for a kind of panic set in among rctai l 
dealers. In \Vesllllinsle r the police-office was crammcd with people asking advice 
of the magistrates. Onc man IMd taken £50 in plain sih'er that morning. and no 
other tradesman would lake any of it; p:lwnbroking was stopped: and at the 
mi.lrkels lhe peepll.: began to ge l riotous. The panic W,lS slopped by a handbill 
posted up in the streets ordering the people to take the current silver as usual. 
The new silver coinage was issued carly in 1817. 

, 
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TRAJ)ES UNIO:-; ... 

IN 1744 the (I r~t seri ous and important :Itlempt (It a Trddes Union. or at united 

ac tion on th!:: pan of working· men. was made in Londoll. The j~)lJrnt:ym(;1l lailor~ 

and 5tnymakers, to the numbcr of 15,000, formed a combina ti on for the ad\';L11ce. 

mem of their wages beyond the limit imposed by Act of Parliamc ilt. The ~at1le 

craftsmen, to the number of jOOO, had aucmptcd a combination in [7~o. The 
"Iimit" of wage was that fixed in the year '720. The' Privy COllllcil made :.hort 
work with thi s lIlIion. Thl!)' sent a teller to the Duke of Newcastle. then Custo!-. 

Rotulorum for the coum y of Middlesex, and another to the Lord Maror, command­
ing them to enforce the Acts regulating the wages of journeymen: to n::vokc the 
licences of those publicans who encouraged combina tions; 10 commit any man. who 
refused to work fo r lbe regulated wage, for twO l11ombs; and to fine any master 
who gave il higher rate of p<l)'. £5 for each case. The men sem a deputation and 
it petition to the I louse. Thc), cornplained of tlH.: ir loss of the liberty which cvery 
Englishman should cnjoy by !\ lagna Charla; but ther got 1l00hing by thei r action. 

I f. however, the journeymen were forbidden by Act of Parliament to make 
combinations or ente r into unions. the law, Oll the other hand. gav<.; them a minirnWll 
wage and protccted them against the emplo),ment of non-freemen. A case was 
tried in the Lord l\Iayor's Court in the year I iSO, be tween a club (not a union) of 
journeymen painters as plaintiffs, and a certain Row, ci ti zen and maSlt!r painter, 
defendant. fo r employing persons nOt free of th t:. City to work for him in lilt: City, 
The deft:.ndant pleaded that work had to be performed; that he could not get ,c nough 
freemcn; and that he never refused freemen. The jury were at first unable to 
agree; this seems to point to sympath y with the employer- no doubt it was a 

common practice,-but also to a desire to maintain the law, T hey sal oVt:.r their 
verdict from two in the afternoon until six the next Illorning, withou t rood, candle , 
or fire-and it wa.!> a night in December. The)' brought ill, at last, a ve rdict for 
the plaintifls. 

That this ve rdict was a blow to the tna!;teri is proved by thei r imtlH:!diftte action 

"3 
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in drawing up a petition against the verdict and in praying for permission to employ 
non·frecmcn. The journeymen also sent in their petition. 

The Common Council appoin ted a committee of six teen, who sat over the case 
fo r nearl y a year. Finally. it was decided that a master might employ one who was 
not a freeman, provided he could not get freemen, and had at the time, or had had 
during the last lwd ve months, an apprentice. 

Another in~tance of the jealousy with which Ihe journeymen regarded lht law 
protecting the freemen WnS thal in 1751, in which the tinplate. workers indicted one 
Milton at Hick's Hall for working at their trade without servi ng an appren ticeship. 
They dependecl upon::t SlHlll l t: of Queen Elizabeth, which, however, was found not 
to help them, because they were not incorporated until after thal !'t:ttllte wa~ passed. 

The condition of trade <unong the tailors and staymakers cominll(:d to be un­
satisfactory. The nnmber of petitions, indeed, from the mastcr~ ill many trades at 
this lime indicates uneasiness on the part of the masters and discontent on the part of 
the men. The master tailors and SlaY makers declared that the}' had been perfectl y 
willing LO comply with the recent Act for reglllating the wages and work of their 
journeYlllelJ, uut that they wt:rc. constantly terrifit:d , <luused, and threatened b}' the 
men; th.lt the), had n.:q ucsted the magi51rdtc~ dl the Quarter Sessions of Middlesex 
to seule tbe wages afn: .!.h; that this had been done, giving the men 2S. a day in 
wintcr and 2S. 6d a day in summer: but that, in shon, they wanted morc. 

Trade petitions were continually showered down upon Parliament. For in­
Slance, tht: hatmakcrs complained of foreign competition, and demanded protection, 
lJet itioning Parlianu.!nt LO that effect. 

The mcrch,U1ls generally petitioned against the naturalisation of foreigners. 
T he merchants generally prayed also for protection against foreign cambrics. 
T he linen-drapers prayed for the prevention of smuggling. The sugar mer-

chams prayed against the price of Muscovada sugar. 
The history of lracl(!s unions and of the war betwccn employcr and employed 

belongs to the hislOry of the country. All over the coumry during til t! eighteenth 
century the journe)'men tried to wage war with the masters, and failed ; rings were 
formed , un ions were fo rmed. wh ich seemeJ for a time strong enough to crush lhe 
masters; yet in the long-run the masters crushed the men. The employers could 
persuade Parliament; there was the bogey of trade going abroad; there were divisions 
among the men; lastly, the Combination Acts of 1798 and 1800 for a time proved 
the death-blow of the trades unions. All trade combinations, by these Acts, were 
declared illegal. Yet on ly a ft:w ),ears afterwards, in the face of the Acts, unions, 
combinations, s trikes, and lock-outs began again. 

1 have made notes of a few of the eigh tcemh-century strikes. The year 1768 
Wit S a )'e .. r in which there was a great deal of turbulence . . 

T hus, on the 5th of l\ la)' 1768, a bod)' of sailors wenl on board their ships in the 
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Thames and unreefed their topsails, swearing that no shi ps should leave port till 
thei r wages were raised. The ntx t day they assembled in S t. George's Fields with 
fl ags, drums, and fi fes, and went to St. j ames's with a peli tion to the King. 

O n the l!th of Maya large body, estimated at 5CXX> to 15,000, marched to 
Palace Yard wi th a pet it ion to Parliamen t. Afterwards they consented to meet 
the: me rchan ts and discuss their grievances. 

On the 9th of May the waler mf;!11 assembled before the l\ lansion House, 
anxious to ventilate thei r sorrows. T he Lord Mayor ad vised them tn lar their 
grievances before Pa rl iament. 

On the same day, the 9th of May, the hallers struck for higher pay. On the 
loth the sawyers assembled and pulled down a new sawmill in order to bring thei r 
employers to a sense or thei r spirit. T he coalheavers also mel at Stepney and weill 
to Palace Yard, where they were met by Sir John Fielding, who persuaded them 
lO agree to a meeting with some or the maste rs. On the 11 th or ~Iay th l! coa l­
heavers ugain marcheJ rrom Shadwdl to Essex Stairs, calling on the Lord Mayor 
on the way. T hcMayor, however, rerused to hdp them or come lO hear them. 

' On the J 5th or May the glass-grinders assembled to petition Parliament ror 
more wages. and on the same date the journeymen ta;!ors also assembled for the 
same reason. 

In June the sai lors a.nd coalheavers quarrelled and rought the matte r out, with 
the result tbat the sailors were beaten. 

On the 13th or June the coal heavers' insolence became so g rea t that the soldiers 
werc called in. In Augus t the Spitalfidds weave rs rose, entered the house of onc 
Nathan iel Farr. and dest royed the si lk -work manufactory there. afterwards mllrdering 
a boy. 

T his is a sufficiemly suggestive picture or the situation as to the cc, ntent and 
the happiness or the working classes du ring the year 1768, 

Early in 1769 the throwsters or silk manuracturers or S pitalfjcJds rose and 
committed various outrages. extorting money rrom their masters; but by the 
vigi lance or Sir John F ielding's officers they were dispersed ., wi thout much 
bloodshed." 

On the 22nd or August or the same year the Spitalfields people rose aga in, 
On the 19th or February 1770 tne hat-dyers or Southwark se ized a rellow-workman 

for working overtime wi thout ex tra pay; mounted him, bearing a label descriptive 
or his offence, on an ass : visited all the hat works in the borough. and those in the 
City. with a band of boys playing rough music; and compelled the men to str ike 
at all the shops visited. 

There was great jealousy as to letting trade secrets be carried out of the 
country. 

Thus. in 1799. a man named Lammius, mercha and bro~er, was tried ror 
'7 
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seducing a(t,ificers Olll of the country. 1-1 e had been cmicing artificers 10 the 
cotton.spinning trade to go to Hamburg and from there into France i he had also 
bought large quantities of implements lIsed in the colton manufac tory for ex­
portation. He was found guilty. The penalty was one year's imprisonment 
and a fin e of £500. Ten years later, in 1809. one James J-I ewit was tried on 
a charge of seducing an a rtificer to leave the country and to go abroad and to 
work in a foreign country in a cotton factory. 
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CHAPTER 

INTRODUCTORV 

"\Vhat is it, Ihen," lome reader asks, "what is it that attaches your fane ), so 10 f.1n s and masks- to periwigs 
and palches ~"-AI1STIN DonSON. 

IN thi s chapter we have to trea l of the manners and customs of a ti me so nca r to tiS , 
that we seem almost to belong to it. and yet so far removed that the very memory of 
many customs has departed from our people. T he ra ilway, the slt:amboat, the 
omn ibus have changed oJ r Ci ty morc in sixty yea rs than it was changed before in 
five hundred years. I shall here endeavour to present a faith ful pictu re of the 
London citizen, his manners, hi s way of li ving, hi s relig ion, his educa tion. his 
amusements, and every thing that he did during that long pe riod beginning with 
\Vill iam the Third and endi ng with the t1 eath of \Villiam the Founh,-ror the 
eighteenth cent ury overl apped it s close and ran on unchanged, though with signs or 
change, until the reign of Queen Victoria, 

The former connection between the Ci ty :.lI1d the coulllry, which rurnished so 
Illany well-born and well-connected merclmllls to the City, which dig nified trade, 
and kept London in lOllch with the cou ntry. d ied out completely in the t;ig hteenth 
century, The loss to the Ci ty ill dignit},. posit ion. and influence was g reate r and 
more imponam than any hi storians have recognised. Nor, as has been noticed 
elsewhere. did the country gentlefolk and nobility maintain any longer thei r town­
hOuses in London. They now came up every yea r to the new London- West 
London- the London bounded on the sou th by Pall I\l al l. on the north by the 
T yburn Road, on the west by the Park, on the east by Gray's Inn, Lincoln's Inn , 
the T emple; and an impenetrable hedge of law)·crs who divided the City from the 
West End, be10nged neither to the aristoc racy nor the plu tocracy. There was no 
friendship between these two parts of London. The coumry gentry gr~w richer and 
more powerful ; they lea rned to despise more and more trade and the men who 
made thei r fortune by trade, There was occas ionall y some overstepping the town 
boundaries: sometimes a young lord. a ., sprig or quality," married a City hei ress; , 
but th is was rare. Vie Ill ay take it as a rule thal between 1700 and the new era 
which began in 183; the Ci ty life was one thil,g and the \Vest End life was another. 

". 
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In the 'same way. at tbe present dar, the suburban lire is one thing and the life of 
Society is quite another thing. The difference, however, is that the gnwde dame 
de par Ie m011de of 1900 no longer despises the merchant who has made his great 
fonune: he lives beside her; he is invi ted to her receptions; he sends hi s sons with 
hers to I I arrow and E ton, with hers intO I.rack regiments; and, like her people. 
becomes a master of hounds, a J. P .. a county magnate. . 

The tradi tion of sending Iht younger sons into tracle survived the practice. I t 
is alluded to by Pope ( Epistle I. ). though in his lime the custom had practi cally ceased. 
H imself the son of a London tradesman, the poc t might ha \'c been less scorn ful. 

.. 'Tis CdUf':UH)II form s the common mind . 
JUSt liS th~ T,,"iG' is hent, the Tree's inchn~d ; 
Uo:t~ trU I and rOIl{;h , )'our fin.t son is a Squire: 
Th~ next II Tr:u!csU\:w, meek, and llIu,;h;, L)'cr, " 

The younger sons of count ry gentry no longer sough t apprent iceship and fonune 
in Lonuon ; the mayors and sherirrs no longer bore ancien t coats-of-arms. and were 
no longer descended fro lll good old fam ilies: those \\ ho came to London were lads of 
low d(~gree who brought thci r hands and nothing more. The HOllse of Commons 
was principally mnde up of country gent l"), placeholde rs. and well -born nominees of 
ministers: and since all political importance no\\' by in the H ouse. that side of the 
jmpon anct:! of London was gone-a fact which the Ci t)· did not yet understa nd. 
Ag ain. while there wen' no fnmily relations between tht! cOIIt1lry gentry or the 
ari stoc racy and the City, the)' were also, as I ha\'e just pointed out. ~epar:t led by 
their res idences, T he East and West of London, the City of London and the City 
of Westminster, were totall)' distinct, not only in government, but al!>o by the po:;ition 
of their hOllses. The lalter contained the town- houses of thc aristocracy; the 
merchan ts all . without any exception to speak of. lived in the Ci ty, 0 1'. if the), had 
coumry-houses, it was at Il acknc)" H oxton, \VCSl Ham. Islington, Hromle)'. or 
Stepne),. It was not till the middle of the cen tury that a few merchants crossed the 
Jiv iding area and settled in 13loomsbury. Onl), those who possessed large fortunes 
vent ured to place themselves on the side sacred to aris tocrac),. I t was considered 
an assertion of wealth , and a claim to social consideration on account or wealth. 

This separation was, in many ways, a misfortune : it preven ted the rusion of 
classes, which destroys caSle and forbids the creation of a distinct ari stocracy. 
Everything in the eighteenth cemur), tended to create caste and to bu ild up an 
aristoc rac)' wh ich should be a distinct and separate class; Society was composed 
exclusively or a disti nct caste which admitted no outsiders, on any pretex t whatever, 
('ither of wealth or of intellec lLlal achievement. I n order to belong to Society one 
had to be well borll, i.e. born of a good and recognised famil),. This exclusiveness 
increased and became more marked, reaching it~ mischievous maximum in the da)'s 
of the Regenc)'. Th is caste claimed as its own, by right. every post in the country 
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worth having: its sons commanded the regimen ts and the armies, the me n-o'-wa r 

and the fleeL": they became ambassadors. ministers of state, members of Parlinm nl, 
and placemen; they held the bishoprics, the deaneries, the rich livings, the pluralities. 

What they could not hold. o r claim, or g rasp were the g reat prizes of the bar and of 
medicine. It was considered beneath the dignity of a gcmleman to sell anything. or 
to soil his fingers with any kind of trade. or to deal in any kind of cummercia l 
enterpnse. The last occasion on which the aristocrac), went into the Cit)' was in 
1720, when the South Sed Dubble rose, swelled. and cracked. A gculleman might 
rece ive rents; he might also receive the emoluments of offict' and of his comm ission­
that was all. 

It was fortunat e for the country that the ari::aocra'c), was at least the equal in 
ability of the plutocwcr or the middh:: class: it was also fortunate that the aristocracy 
was, ,IS a body, pat ri otic, courageous, resolute, and filled with a senSe of honour. 
ror these reasons its rul e exci ted few jealousies and no resentments. It seemed 
Ilatural, even to the citizens of London. that the aristocrac), should rule. 

Peerages. except in law, were conferred upon nonc but those of the castc; the 
distinctions in the gift of 'the Crown were gin.: n only to the cas le. The people of 
the caste in termarried: they did what they cou ld to keep out intruders. I lad not 
the caS le been broken down, partly by the necessities of the lo ng war, during which 
outsiders had to be admiued into the services; partIr by the increase of wealth 
among manufacturers and merchan ts: partly by the Reform Act: partly by the fall 
in the value of land: partly by the introduction o f competi tive l!xamina tions, wc 
should havc had, by thi s limc, fi rml)' flxed on our shoulde rs ;1 1l actual ruling c<is te­
a caste of the well-barn- which would have lert nothing open to ollr youth unless 

they could show sixteen quartering-so All the best th ings would have gone to the 
caste: outside it, there would have been ci rcles of ri ch merchants and manufacturt:rs ; 
circles of scie nt ific men ; circles or professional men, arti sts, literary men-all \\ ithoUl 

recognised positions or importance. political or social. 
In the autobiography of Edward Gibbon, the historian, we find one of the latest 

examples of the country gentleman sending his son- the hi storian 's grandfather­
into London to be apprenticed to a trade. There may have been later examples, 

bu t I do not know of any; and, as I said above, I am strong ly of opinion that ill the 
eighteenth century the practice had cluird)' ce~lsed. Let liS considcr thi s case. 

Robert, son o f Robert Gibbon, a coun try gC1ltlcman of Sussex, was sent up to 
London towards the end of the seven teenth cClllllry, to be apprenticed to a merchant 
citizen and cloth worke r. After serving his time, he look up his freedom as a 
member of the Cloth workers' Company. Appan::ndy he made money by contracting 
for the clothing of King William's ann)'. It does not appear thal by this occupation 

he lost his position as a gentleman b)' birth and descent. He had twO sons, one of 
whom bc..."Came a drape r in the City, 'and the uLher a scholar, travelle r, writer, member 
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of the College of H eralds, and eventually Blue Mantle. 'The draper had two sons, 
of whom one became Dean of Carl isle, and the other-the historian does not tell us 
if the family shop was continued--developed into a Commissioner of Customs and, 
unforlunately for himselr, a director of the South Sea Company, He was one of 
those whom the House of Commons deprived of their whole fortun e; he jived, 
however, to make another fortune. which he bequeathed to his son Edward, the 
historian's falh er, who was a member of Parliament and a colonel of militia. 

I n lhis short family history we find that the contractor for clothing the a rm y 
and the draper have in no way reduced the fam ily below the consideration due to 
their position in the country. These views changed as the century went on, and 
it became a law wi th rhe country gentry, which has remained more or less to the 
present day, that a gentleman cannot go into trade. I n London. however, ev'en 
a t the \-Vest E nd, this law is fast passing into oblivion. There has been, as we shall 
presently discover, an immigrdtion into the Ci ty of the country gentry, which is more 
than a revival of the old custom of sendi ng the ),ounger sons into the Cit)'. 

A book was published in the yea r 1800 which professed to present the histor}' 
and parentage of L~e City fathers of thal dale. There are sig ns of exaggeration, 
and perhaps of personal feeling. in the work. whirh. combined with the fact that there 
must be, somewhere, many descenda llls of the persons named. make it prudent not 
to reproduce the names. There arc 164 names mentioned. Among them we find 
l:he following cases. J belie \'c they fully bear ou t Ill y theory that the country gentry 
no longer sent thei r ~ons into the City. Observe lhat the Illen spoken of below 
were the City fathers , mayors, sheriffs. and aldermen :-

( I) Began life with a small oi l · shop in AJdgale. Married niece of 
"Checkapron SaL" a washerwoman. 

(2) Apprenticed to a coffin· maker, became undertaker, hosier, and 
auctioneer, res pecli \'el),. 

(3) Came up to London as a penn iless lad from \Vales. 
(4) The son of an Alderney smuggler. Began his business in a li ttl e room 

over a gateway. 
(5 ) Began life as a journeyman tailor. 
(6) The son of a day labourer. .. 
(7) The son of a .. very poor man." 
(8) The son of the skipper of a coasting vesse l. 
(9) A paviour originally ; married a cook. 

(10) The son of a poor man. 
( II ) Ditlo. 

(12) Began as an oilman with a very small shop. 
( 13) Begun as a journeyman si lversmith. 
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( 14) Began as a clerk . 
(15) Began with small g rocer's shop. 
(16) Perfectly uneducated. 
(17) \¥as at firs t stable·boy at an inn; looked after the packhorses. 
(18) Began as a servant in a warehouse. 
(19) Another servant in the same warehouse. 
(20) Began as a porter. 
(21) Began as a shoeblack. 
(22) Once kept a public·house. 
(23) Could neither read nor write until he learned as an adult. 
(24) Son of a miller in New York. 
(25) Originally a barber. 
(26) Began as a (oolman. 
(27) At first a waiter. 
(28) B)' trade a journeyman bricklayer. 
(29) \Vas once a pastrycook. 
(30) \Vas at first a chemist in Paternoster Row .. 
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Besides these, we find one the son of an earl. one the son of a baronet, one the son 
of an M.P .. one the son of a clergyman, three described as the sons of gcntlemen­
seven in all who ar.e represented as of gentle birth, Several arc sons of attorneys, 
but the atrorncy of that lime was very far below the Ci ty solicitor of the present clay 
in importance; some belonged to trades which may have been wholesale, as sugar­
baker, leather-cutter, grocer, tea-selle r: corn-factor ; two of them came from New 
York; two, after the \Var of Independence. laid down the a lderman's gown and 
went out there. 

It is therefore without possibility of dispu te that the City was no longer 
recruited from the class called gent ry; thal the number of "gentlemen," using the 
old sense of the word, who held office in the City was extremely si1la ll; that. for 
causes which can be explained. it was not only possible, but common, for quite poor 
lads [0 succeed in business' and co amass great fortunes, 

The causes LO which I refer are these. It seems in the na ture of trade that it 
is 'not heredi tary-at least, not for long. \ ,Vhen a merchant reti res with a fortune. 
his first thought is to take it out of the risks and perils of tradc; fo r the sake of his 
hei rs, he proceeds to invest his money in land, and to become a country gentleman. 
In th is way the house of business disappears, or has to be carried on in the same 
name by strangers. Again, which also happens, the house may 'become bankru·pt 
and so disappear, O r the business, for some -reason, fall s into other channels or into 
new hands. It is very rare [0 fi nd in the City a house of business which is in its 
th ird or fO\lrth generation. Again, in the eighteenth cenlury there occurred a 

• 



234 L ON DON IN TH E E IGHTEENTH ENT U RY 

greater inc rease of trade than was ever known before, which opened the way for 
the advancement of new men. 

Whe re could London find thc!>c recruits? Formerl),. they came up from the 
country, as we have seen; they were the younger sons of country gentlemen ; lhey 
came up as 'pren ti ces to their cousins. If they showed ability ther stepped into the 
place of the retiring merchant . or they look the place of the broken mercha nt, or 
they inherited the business of the dying merchant, or lilt:)' started in business on 
their own account. 

\Vhcn this stream ceased, which was in the early pan of the eig hteenth century . 
where were the young men who would step into the vacan t places? There were no 
longer tht:: }'oung gen tlemen from the count ry; there were the nephews or sons of ' 
the retiring merchants; or there were the poor you ths- those who had everything 
to gai n, who wcrc all'cady employed in saine capacity in the Cit}', and understood 
what was wanted. Th{'rc were thousands of such young men; there were but a 
few-there arc never more than a few-who understood the first essentials of success 
-bow to see and how to seize the opportunity. That these men were uneducated 
and vulga r WI:! should expect. The book before us gives abundant evidence. One 
or twO of the anecdotes may hf' quoted withoul fpar tho.t they may be taken In any 
\.'o'a)' as reflecting 011 the pre!>clll s tatus of the Corpor:ll;ofl. which is, of course, beyond 
anr such charge or slIggcstion of illiterac),. 

For instance, the following lines arc .!>aid to have been written by one of the m on 
the vic lor)' of lhe N ilt! '-

.. (;rcat Ncl50!1, in the grandest stile, 
Bore d(."," upon the ~hort's of Nile: 
And there obtaillcd ;\ f:\1ll0ll5 \' ictory, 
Which pllnlt ~ mut h thc Frent h DirccloT)'. 
The ullpude.ncc (lr thus!': there rdlow5, 
As all the ne ... ·sIJapen do tell liS, 
Had pUl the r.rnnd Turk in a pet, 
Which caused him to scnd Nelson an aigrellt : 
Ukewille II glllnd l)Cline-n noble boon­
Then let U5 hope II speed) peact: llnd soon." 

Of another it was reportcd lhat when he was Lord ~la)'or, and thoug ht dancing 
had gone all tong cnoug h in the ballroom of the ~Iansioll H ouse, llC would take the 
gardener's fumigating bellows and pul out the lights; and if his daughters expostu· 
lated, he would reply, "Ar'n't it all for to make you good weight?" 

Other anecdotes of the same kind may be found in this volume and those 
like it. 

The question whether London was a more cheerful city-in other words, whether 
the people of London were more cheerful and hapr~ie r-in the eighteenth centur), 
than now, has often been asked and never answered. For, in tru th, cheerfulness 
or happiness depends entirely on the s tandard of life: we get what we desire, and we 
are happy ; we cannot attain Lo what. we thi nk constitutes the most desirable fo rm 
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of life, and we arc therefore discomclllcd. Let us ask what the Ci ty man desired 
in 1760. 

He desi red, firs t, s lich a sufficienc}' of the world's goods as would keep at :l 

reasonable disl<:lIlce the cvcr · pr<:scnl terror of bankruptcy and the debtors' prison. 

The con templation of those places; the mise ry of wi ft! and chi ldren when the bread­
winner cou ld earn no morc; the cold ness of nld fri ends - especially that of the 
industriolls apprenti ce himself, raised 10 the civic chai r-lOwards the It-~~ fortunate or 

tbe less industrious in the Fleet and the King's Bench . acted as a constan t s timulus 
to work a nd moderation. The Ci ty Illall rose en rl ), and worked Inte: he lived 
frugally and spen llillie. lill his mo ncy-bags Ileg-an to fill Ollt; he was decoroH!> in his 

' beha\' iour, moral in his sen timen ts. relig iolls in obst:r\,ance: when he feasted it was 
at the expense of h is Compnny, II is wife was like-minded; their plt:asurcs were 
s imple- th t: toast and muf-fins of the tt·a- tahk, a roa .... t and a Jluddin~ for d inner; 
whe n they grew rich, Vauxhall or ~lar)'lcbon c once or twice in the year, The 
theatre the), caret! nothing abou t : the OP('l"d was beyond them ; of art o r lit t' rature 
lhey knew nothing: sometimes, as at Chris tmas. thcr would playa g-amc of cartls­
sa)' Pope Joan o r S peculation : the), :ltl(:ndcd the week -day s.cnnon and the two 
se rvices on Sunda),. The wift;: kncw a ~n'at man )' p<:ople in the Cit)' and paid he r 
rounds of vi sil!>; in dress she affccted the substantial ci tizen and was dignified in 

s ilk or a gold chain, In the summer a drive to T Ollcnham or Wal tha mstow was a 
favouri tc pastime, A s for her hu!>bantl, he bad his clu b to which he repaired t; it her 

on s tated evenings of the week or e ver), e\'ening. T here were clubs of e\'er)' kind : 
his, however. was the sober and stead), kind , in which there was neither singing 
nor merriment. The members sa l ro und the table a nd con\'t' rsed in manne: rcd and 
conven t iona l speech, with g reat politeness and defcrence towa rds each olher. They 
gave to c,lch o ther what lhe)' mo'>t des ired fo r lbem .. c1ves-thc consid<:: ralio n due to 
credit and the n:putation of soundness_ Th is kind of London citi7.cn was certainly 

as happy as a man can expec t to be, because he got all he wish f:!d to get and died 
leav ing a good round fortune:. H e died contcntedl)', knowi ng that he would" cut 
up " belle r than his fri ends expcCled ; and that his 1ll e:1ll0f), would be. on that 
account. envied, admi red , and respected, 
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Cl-IAPTE.R II 

TI-IE D,\JLY LIFE 

I NOW come to the daily life of the citi zens. The middle classes. including the 
merchants, shopkeepers, solicitors, medical Olen, and all the professions, present great 
diffi cuilies La one who endeavours to restore the past. The)' are not fashionable-it 
is easy to gel at the life of fashion; they are not criminal-we seem to understand 
very welt how the highwayman or the rive rside thief lived. Play -writers found 
nothing interesting in the quiet, uneventful ways o f the middle class. Satiris ts lea\'c 
them alo ne, unless they g ird and 'i neer at Ihe citi zen fur his bad taste, hi s vulgar 
manners, and h is ignorance. 

The morc substantial merchants LOok lea for breakfast-tea with bread-and­

bJtter, itl nine: they visited the coffee- house, where they generally look a morning 
glass, at tt:n: tra nsacted bus iness in their offices till noon; weill on 'Change till 
two; rcp<li red to the coffee-house again lill four ; look dinner at four ; afte r dinner 

weill to their clubs o r to the coffee-house j at ten went home, took supper, and so 
to bt:d. 

] have found , however, sufficient malerials for the presentation of the life of a 
tradesman of the time we are considering, viz. the middle o f the e ighteenth cemury. 

Firs t, in genera l terms. I will go on to a more detailed accou nt afterwards. 
The example I have before me is that of a man who kept a shop in Cheapside. 

He lived behind and over hi s shop; he had one apprentice ; his wife kept one maid. 
H is daug hters, after learning how to read, write, and cipher at a girls' school , 
remained at hOllle and de" oled themselves to the acquisition of the more solid 
accomplishments, That is to say, they made pic kles, wine, cordials, puddings, and 
cah s j they understood household cooker)l ; they made Illost of thei r own d ress; 
they were grea t ,It needlework; Lhey carefully preserved a manuscript household 
book handed do wn from a great-grandmother, This they consulted with reverence, 
and knew the contents by hea rt. It contai ned , first, the s im pler remedies for the 
smaller complaints, and nex t a g rea t quantity of receipts fo r making beer, wine, 
lavender-water, cordials, pudd ings, pies, and cakes, 

The boys were taught neither La tin nor G reek, Writing and ciphering a nd ,,. 
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bookkeeping were thei r s tudies j when they were fourteen they became apprentices 
either to their father or to some other of the same class. All day long the head of 
the house attended Lo business, while the mother and daughters worked in tht! 
kitchen j in the evening the good man, as a loyal vestryman, st!rvtd all the parish 
offices in turn ; attended church, it is needless to say, on SllIlciar morning and 
Sunday afternoon. and often once in the week; there was daily service in his parish 
church, bu t th is he left fo r hi s wife and daughters. H e was punctual in mee ting hi s 
liabilities : the g reatest wickedness that any m itn could commit, in his eyes, was not 
to pay his debts; the greatest punishmt::nt that the Jaw provided for a dc fauher­
imprisonment for life in a debtors' prison- he though t was not enough for such a 
wretch. Since, indeed. two or tluee ch:fallhers might bring him to bankruptcy and 
to the same prison for life, it was natural tha t he should regard sllch an offe.nder with 
the g reatest loathing and hatred. 

H e rose betimes, and he en tered his shop as soon as it was opened. II is 
'prentices slept under the counter, and took down the shuHers, which wen:. sliding 
shu tters, one for the uppe r and one for the lower part, at half-past seven or eigh t. 
I n the a fternoon, when the ladies came along in thei r coaci!cs to do their shopping. he 
was dressed after the fi ne fashion of the time in black velvet and white silk stockings, 
with silver bUllOIlS and buckles, with si lve r lace on his hat, his wig ca refull y dressed. 
and fine lace ruffles at hi s sleeve. In this array he stood at the door of his shop 
and invited people to step in, handing the ladies out of their coaches, and leaving hi s 
partner, O( his apprentice, to conduct the sa les. 

As for hi s wa), of living, the .• pa rlour " behind the ~ hop was hi s dining-room and 
breakfast-room and siu ing-room ; it looked Olll upon tbe parish church and church­
yard , where funera ls were going on eve ry day. He breakfasted on cold Ill",!at and 
small-beer. H e dined at one: as a rule, he di ned well; his 'prent ice waited upon 
him ; he drank st rong ale out of a silver tankard. After di nner he regaled, but wi th 
nloderation, on elder wine or the rai sin wine made by his wife i.lnd da ughters. T ea was 
not a daily a rti cle of food with the shopkeeper, but the ci tizen's wife somctimes gave 
a tea-party; the dri nking of tea was followed by a dram or a cordial to g uard against 
any poss ible bad effects-for the dri nk, though fashionable, was sti ll regarded with 
some suspicion ; the te'l was then ca refully put away and locked up for another 
month or two, until the next tea-party. 

There was, as might be expected, a great deal toO much drinki ng among men of 
business. Some of them began earl}' in the morning, before eight, with a dram or 
pick-me-up. A favourite dram was composed of half a pint of sack with a dash of 
gen tian III It. Imagine a Ci ty tradesman of the present day taking a tumble rful of 
sherry before breakfast as a ;, whet "! There were many o ther "whets ": such as the 
" White and \Vormwood"; the" Ratafia "; the "Nectar and Ambros ia," a dram 
prepared for " ladies' closets " ; the" Kosolio"; and. many others. 



di~n ... every man helped h'n,"" r.;"",~ 
(oil" .... I1;'"". two or three knives or forks would be engaged in the 

same di~h together. Thus, in the Gru!J Street Journal we read that" Jast \Vednesday 
a gendenmn met with an odd accident in helping himself to some ro.'1!; l chicken. He 
found that he 'had conveyed two joint .. of another gentleman's forefinger to his plate 
together with tbe wing which he had just taken off." 1n Hogarth's" City Feast," ont: 
of the guests is thllS helping himself out of the dish with his own knife and fork. 
The wine provided at the tave rns was Illostly port or Lisbon j it was a \hick and 
he.1.vy liquid, often made at home with sloes, blackberriCfi, and boiled turnips, 
"fortified" with spirit. The Burgundy and Bordeaux were also fonified and made 
stupefying with spirit. 

A writer of the year 1744 gives us an insight into certain Ci ty customs. It was 
during the Christmas holidays that he was bidden to an entertainment a t rhe house 
of a rich citizen of Farringdon \Vilhout. He eUle red, waS shown i!110 the dining­
room, which h~ found full of ladies. They all rose, He made a profound bow; he 
was repaid by a ci rcle of counesies. Having taken his seat, there followed a profouud 
silence; then he heard one of them whisper, ., I believe he thinks we smoke tobacco." 
II For my readers must know I had om/ued the City custom and not kissed one of 
the I.:ldies.~' 

They talked mostl y scandal ill half· whispers. The ladies w~re then called 
away to a parlour for tea, while the men weOl off" to ano ther room for thei r bottle. 
and their tobacco, 

5 for the middle·c1ass education, that was principally carried on i.n "academies" 
kc:pt by men broken-down, bankrupt, or turned out of some other employment. The 
mas "r could teach nothing more than writing and arithmetic; he could also hear 
less s 1e.1.rned by rOte; he pretended to teach French, and had a Swiss retained on 
tbe establi shment; needless to say that the boys learned no more French in the 
eighteenth century than they do in the prc~ent, The usher ta'ught Latin to those 
boys who learned it; there was also a dancing.m;:tster on his staff. 

The girls' 'Schools were chieAy kept by ex.lady·s.maids, They knew something 
about deportment, something about dress, and something about nt::.edJework. There 
was a dancing-master attached to the establishment in the wimer, and a music.master 
al\ the year round; he was generally the deputy-organist of the p::lrish church. As 
for any solid education for the girls, there was none; it would appear, however, that 
they behaved with as much decorum as their mothers, and with as much responsible 
dignity as their fathers. Perhaps they were little the worse for being ignoraut of 
history, science, literature, art, geography, and political economy. . 

aturda)' wns the day for collecting debts-the day dreaded by the prodigal and 
the debtor. " A Saturday is the melancholiest part of -.he whole week, not so much 
h>' reason of the froppish and humorsome planet which govern& it, but by reason of 
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too many insufferable duns. who tread the suetts in terror ; and that is the reason so 
many citizens can as wen be hanged as keep out of nine pin houses in Moor6e1ds on 
this day, to be out of the sight of those ghastly apparitions that haunt lheir 'ghoM 
at the heel 6r the week. Poverty and Necessity, the god of the Andreans, that could 
stop the mouth of Thcmistoclcs, cannot appease the wrath of a City creditor. whose 
empty money-bag. twisted about his hand, is as killing as a Gorgon's head; and 
therefore it is well the poor man is out of the way, and is only practising lhooe sports 
which are like to be his only livelihood in a short time ; and what a kindness it is for 
a man to be removed frolll the cares and labours of this world to the sweet pleasures 
of drinking, smoking, and other sportive recreations! ,. 

In a century of wigs. shaven heads, and smooth faces, the barber played an 
important part. He had to be visited every day; his 'prentices all day long were 
engaged in making wigs, dress ing and curling wigs, powdering wigs, besides shaving 
heads and ~hin s and checks. He kept the Sunday wigs for his customers' use in a 
box, as a solicitor now keeps rhe papers of his clients : on Sunday morning he and 
his boys were up early dressillg the wigs for church and carrying them round. On 
week-days early in the morning the" flying.barber" wa~ seen with his jug of hot 
water, his soap, and his" tackle," hurrying from house to house. Later on in tbe 
day, his shop was full of City men, tradesmeQ.. especiO!lI>" who wanted an hour's 
holiday from the shop for a morning gossip, and~ v"ery often a morning draught. T he 
guitar which, in the sixteenth century, was found/~ -,s.very barber's shop was gone: 
the Puritans killed the natural love of music. V~ne would like to see a barber's 
shop as it was in the year 1740, sa)'. I t was filled with s trange and curious instru­
ments, which are noted by the lively writer of TVi1lC a1ld IVa/nuts :-

"Long spiral machines, for frosting the hair, various other powdering puffs. 
toupees, braids, and wired cushions, braiding pins twelve, yea, fourteen inches 
long, crisping and other irons of every denomination, and leather rollers for the 
beaux' curls." 

The following is a picture of a draper's shop in the year 171 j :-

I' This afternoon some ladies, having an opinion of my fallC)t in clothes, desired 
me to accompany them to Ludgate-hill, which I take to be as agreeable an 
amuseillent as a lady can pass away lhree or four hours in. The shops are perfect 
gilded theatres, the variety of wrought silks so many changes of fine scenes. and the 
mercers are the performers in the opera; and instead of vivilu.y ingenio ),ou have in 
gold capitals, 'No trust bJ' retail. ' They are the sweetest, fai rest, nicest. dished-out 
creatures ; and, by their elegant address and soft speeches, )'ou would guess them to 
be Italians. As people glance with in their doors, they salute them with- ' Garden· 
silks, ladies ; Italian silks; very fine mantua silks; any right Geneva velvet, English 
velvet, velvet. embossed?' And to the meaner son-' Fine thread salins, both 
striped and plain; fine mohair silks j satinnets; burdets; Persianels; Norwich 
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crapes i anterines; silks for hoods a nd scarves i hair cam lets ; druggets; sagathies; 
gentJemen's nightgowns ready.made; shalloons; durances; and right Scotch plaids.' 

\Ve went into CI shop which had three partners : twO of theru were to flourish 
out their silks, and, after an oblig ing smile and a pretty mouth made Cicero-like, to 
expatiate on their goodness; and the other's sole business was to be gentleman usher 
of the shop, to sland comple tely dressed at the door, bow to all the coaches that pass 
br. and hand ladies out and in. v..' e saw abundance of gay fanci es, fit for sea­
captains' wives, sheriffs' feasts, and Taunton-dean lad ies. . This, madam, is wonder­
fu l charming. This, madam, is so diverting a silk. This, madam, my sta rs t haw 
cool it looks! But (his, madftm- ye Gods! would J had 10,000 yards or it!' Then 
gatht!rs up a sleeve, and places it to our shoulders. • I t suits your ladyship's race 
wonderrully well .' \Vhen we had pleased ourselves, and bid him ten shillings 
a-yard ror what he asked fi rteen : ' Fan me, ye winds, your ladyship rallies me! 
Should I part with it at such a price, the weavers would rise upon the very shop. 
\Vas you at the Park last nigh t, madam? Your ladyship shall abate me sixpence. 
H ave you read the Taller to-day? ' 

These rellows are positively the g reatest rops in the kingdom : they have 
their toilets and their fi ne nightguwns; their chocolate in the morning, a nd their 
green tea two hours arter ; turkey-polts ror their dinner i and their perfumes, washes, 
and clean linen equip them ror the Parade." 

The rollowing is a Jist or things sold by the draper or man 's mercer in the 
yea r 1 i74 :-

" Dutch ratteens, duffles, rri zes, beaver coatings, kerseymeres, rorrest cloths, 
Gdrman serges, \Villon stuffs, sagathies, nankeens, Silasia cam bricks, Manchester 
veh'ets, silks, g rog rams, double allapeens, silk camblets, barragons, Brussels 
:amblets, princes stuffs, worsted damasks, sil k knitpieces, corded silks, and 
gattias, shagg velvets, se rge desoys, shalloons, and aJlapeens. " 

I next present the daily lire or two tradesmen or the century, taken rrom their 
own diaries and journals. 

The first is one Thomas Turner, not or London, but or East Hothley, .Kent, 
general dealer and storekeeper. H e lived rrom 1728 to 1789. H e was prosperous 
in his business; he read a good deal; he was much respected ror his knowledge; he 
enjoyed the company of his rriends ... and he had his weaknesses. 

Like most men with weaknesses, he was rond or making resolutions for an 
improved kind of lire : he resolved to get up early and breakrast before eight ; he 
resolved to dine between twelve and one; to eat little meat but a great deal of 
garden stuff; [0 sup rrugallyon broth and milk pottage ; never 10 drink more than ' 
four glasses or beer and eight glasses or wine or punch i a nd always to go to bed 
at or berore ten. 

At the Vestry audit he got drunk i he went to his rriend Jones's, where they 
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drank a bowl of punch and" two muggs of bumboo, " going home in liquor; he went 
to see a rOot~race and got" very drunk,"-and so on. Each case of intemperance is 
followed by prayers and resolutions. On a certain nig ht in January he and his wife. 
with two friends. sit down to cards and play all night without an)' " imprecations." 

.. Jmmary 26.-\Ve went down to \Vh),ly. and staid and supped there; we came 
home between twelve and onc o'clock,- I may say, quilt sober, con&idt:ring the houst: 
we was at, though undoubtedly the worse for drinking. having, I believe. cont racted 
a slight impediment in my speech. OCCasiO',lt:d by the fumes of the liquor operating too 
furiousi), on my brain. 

February 2,-\Ve supped at Mr. Fuller's, and spent the evening with a g reat 
deal of mi rth till between one and two. Thos. Fuller brought my wife home upon 
his back. I cannot say I came home sober, though I was far from being bad com· 
pany. I think we spent the evening with a great dea l of pleasure. 

'·Vcdllcsdoy.-About fou r P.M. I walked down to \\,h)I)". \Ve played at 
bragg the first part of th~even. After ten we went to supper, on four boiled chickens. 
four boiled ducks, minced. veal, sausages, cold roast goose, chicken pa'ity, and ham. 
Our company, ?\Ir. and Mrs. Porter, Mr. and l\Irs. Coales, l\lrs. Atkins, l\lrs. Hicks, 
Mr. Piper and wife, Joseph Fuller and wife, Tho. Fuller and wife, Dame Durrant, 
myself and wife, and M r, French's famil),. After supper our beha"iour was far from 
that of serious, harmless mirth: it was downright obslreper6us, mixed with a great 
deal of folly and stupidity .. Our diversion was dancing or jumping about, without 
a violin or an)' musick, singi~g of foolish heallhs, and drinking all the time as fast 
as it could be well poured down; and the parson of the parish was one a mong the 
mixed multitude. If conscience dictates right from wrong, as doubtless it sometimes 
cloes, mine is onc that I ma)' say is soon offended; for I must sa)" J am alwa)'s 
very uneasy a t such behaviour, thinking it not li ke the behaviour of the primitive 
Christians, which I imagine was most in conrormity to our Saviour's gospel. Nor 
would I be thought to be either a synick or a stoick, but le t social improving dis­
course pass rOllnd the compan)" About three o'clock, finding myself to have as much 
liquor as would do me good, I slipt away unobserved, leav ing my wife to make my 
excuse. Though I was very far from sober. I came home, thank God, "ery safe and 
well, without even tumbling ; and Mr. French's servant brought my wife home, at ten 
minutes past five" (probably upon his back). 

" Thursday.-This morning about six o'clock, just as my wife was gal to bed, 
we was awaked by Mrs. Porter, who pretended she wanted some cream or tartar: 
but as soon as my wife got out of bed. Mrs, POrler vowed she should come down. 
She found Mr. Porter, Mr. Fuller and his wife, with a lighted candle, and part of a 
bottle of wine and a glass. The next thing was to have me downstairs, which being 
apprized of, I fas tened my door, Upstairs they came, and threatened to break it 
open ; so I ordered the bo)'s to open it, when the)' poured into my room ; and as 

.s 
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modest)' forb id me to get out of bed, so I refro:lined; but thei r immodesty permitted 
them to draw me ou t of bed. as the common phrase is. lopsy-turvey ; hut, however, at 
the intercession of 1\lr. Porter, they permiuccl me to put all my small clothes, and in­
stead of my upper clothes. they gave me lime to put on Illy wife's pelliconts : and in 
thi s manner they made me dance. without shoes and stocki ng~. until the)· had empt ied 
the bOllle of wine. and also a boule of my beer. Aboul three o'clock in the afte rnoon, 
they found their way to their respective homes, beginn ing to be " lillIe serious, and, 
in Ill}' Opillio:1, asha med of their s tupid enterprise and drunken peramlnila l ion ." 

On :' larch 7 the) had another b Oll I :-

.. \Ve cominuccl drinking- like horses. as the vulga r phrase is. and singing till 
many of us were vcry drunk, and then we went to dancing and pulling of wigs, caps, 
and hilt .. ; and thus we continued in this fraillic manner, beh.wi ng more like lIlad 
people than they that profess the name of Ch ri sli <ln.". Whether thi s is inconsistent 
LO the wise saying of Solomon let ally one judge .. \Vine is a mocker, strong drink is 
rag ing. and he that is deceived there!>), is not wise.' " 

\Vhen trade is slack he lays it on the luxury of (he lime, which will nOt a llow 
people to buy things necessary. Especially he denounce!:> the exorbitallt pract ice of 
te..'l-drin king. On Christmas Day he and his wife Slay to the COlllmun ion. His 
wife gave sixpence: " they not asking me. I ga\'t:! nothing. Oh! lIlar we illc rease in 
faith and good works! "-an aspira tion \\'I,i<:h is \'(:: 1')' deligh tful afttT hl: has given 
nothing. 

Here is another account of a t radesman's daily life. It is taken from the j )jflCt' 

Colla/ioll. and contains the moral observa tions of (,1 ne tradesman 011 the au to­
biography of anothe r :-

" 1\1 r. Brasbridge kept a shop in r leet Street wi thin three or four doors of !\' ew 
Hridge Street; it was a neal shop, nnd when I fi rst knew it, well sLOcked wi th silver 
ilnd pla ted goods; he says he had a good business, and mig ht from his own account 
have made a fortune, and this he might have done as some of hi s pot companions 
(lid, had he stuck a lillie doser to hi s shop for the fi rst few years he was in business. 
H is evening jollifications could not have ru ined him as they did, but he became a 
jolly fellow before he had su fficiently t!sLabli shed his business, and before it could 
bear 10 be neglected as all such men neg leC[ their businesses." 

If 1\1 r. Brasbridge had been a more accu rate observer and a better narrator, he 
would have drawn the correct picture of the bette r sort of tradesmen of the last age. 
He tdls us he was a member of several clubs. He often spent h is evenings at the 
Globe Tave rn in Fleet Street. This was one of those places a little above a public­
house in accommodation and charactt!r. There was a common parlour in tO which 
scarcely anyone entered promiscuously; almost everyone was more or less a regular 
frequenter of the rOOm after be ing introduced by some of the old sets. 

" I li kewise," he says, .. belonged to a sixpenn)' Card club a t the Q ueen's A rms 
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10 St. Paul's Churchyard . It consisted of about 20 members, of whom 1 am the 
only sun'ivor. 

An~)the r place which 1 used to frequent was the Cider Cellar in Maiden Lane. 
Covent Garden," It was famous for the poli t ical debates and arg uments. T his ' ViiS 

at the time \Vilkes 's short-lived populari ty was heginning to dawn. 
;, The Free and E as)' under the Rose was another society to wh ich I belonged. 

It was founded in 1760 at the Queen 's A rms in S t. Paul 's Churchya rd . and was 
afterwards removed to the Horn T avern in Carter Lane. UoelOrs' Commons. It 
consisted of some thousand members, and I nc\'cr heard of anyone of them that 
incurred any serious blame. Our g rea t faul t was sitt ing too la te." 

I-I e tells us, however, that he .. cannot say so Illllch for the company that 
frt!qucnted the Spread E,ig le in the S trand, a house famous for the resort of young 
men aft er the theat re. Shorter, the land lord. face tiously observed that his was a \'ery 
uncommon set of customers, for what with hang ing, drowning. and na tllral deat hs, 
he had a changc eve,)' six months," H e shows, what indted might be presu med, 
thal neither of these " F ret: and Eas), s" was freq uented by working-men, bu t by 
tr .. dcsmen, and by the sons of tradesmen who were ca lleu rcs pect:lblc; some nnlOllg 
them men of propert y, and a f(;!w who were wealth)l. 

Lnmentations over the increasing luxury of the time arc common in en:ry age, 
l n the eighteenth centu ry it seemed drcauful to the sa tirist tha t thl' "ci t " iWJ the 
'prentice should \'I'nlure among thl' haunts of fashionable folk: 

.. T ime II'a~ . when sattin I<aistf'O:Us and scr.u.;;h lIig'), 
J:nough distinJ;uished aU the cil)' "rigs, 
\\ hiisl eler)' sun~hinc Sunday S:L\\ Ihell1 nlll 
To club Iheir sis pcnces, al !sling-Inn; 
When gr;\H:r cililen~, in suits Llf bronn. 
Lined allihe dusty iLlcnucs to Wlln. 
Or lcd the (hildrcn ami the !ol'ing ~p()\L!>e, 
To spend 1\\0 ~hil1ings at \\'hite-Condllil-hou~t: ' 
Hut 1I0W, the 'prenliccs, in suits of g-rcen, 
AI l~iclllllond nr at \\'indsor may be seen; 
\ \'here III mad ll.'l.rtic!> they run dOli n 10 Ilinc. 
To pi:,}, at g-e lll lcfnlks, ,mt! drink bad "'me," 

Tm<lll £d()l{lIrJ. 

Again, time was when tradesmen b"rought up their fam ilies in frugal ways. 
Now, their wi ves and daughters scorn to make or mend : a dressmaker <lnd a 
milliner must be sought for everythi ng, while they spend half the day shoppi ng:-

" Whilst Miss despises al1 domestic rules, 
BUI lisps the French of Hackney ooarding-schools : 
And ev'ry lane around Whilcchapel ban 
Resounds with scrcauling nOles, and hanh g'uitnrs," 

I t was thought presumptuous :md ridiculous when the London tradesman sel 
up his small country"house on one of the suburban roads, It was good materia l, 
however, for the essayist. Thus, the" Box " of a certain Common Councilman is 
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described by the COlUt()tsseuy. It stood some miles from the City. by the roads ide, 
but separated from it by a ditch, crossed by a bridge of two planks, giving a baronial 
touch to the affair. This would suit the Brixton Road , the ditch being the River 
Effra. "On the other side of the road was a iligh hedge. which shut oul every view 
except frolll the garret windows, whence. however, could be enjoyed a beautiful vista 
of two men hanging in cha ins on Ken nington Common, with a distant view of St. 
Paul's cupola enveloped in a cloud of smoke. The clltr,lnce 'hall' was decorated 
with a large map of London, a plan and elevation of the Mansion House, and smaJle r 
views of other public build ings, on one side; and on the Olher a coloured prin t of 
Overton 's 'Death of the Stag.' Over the parlour door were affixed a couple of 
stags'-horns, and ov(!r these an amber-headed cane, I n the parlour itsel f, above the 
chimnl:y-piece, bung a portrait of the host drawn bolt upright, in a full -botlom'd 
periwig, a laced cravat with the fr inged ends appearing through a buttonhole, a 
black linsey gown, a snuff-color'd velvet coal with gold buttons, a red vclvet waist­
coat trimm'cJ with gold, one hand stuck in the bosom of his shirt, and the other 
holding OUt a letter, with the superscription, 'To Mr, - - ,' Another portrait in 
the same room was that of my fl iend's wife's great.grea t-uncle, wbo had been sheriff 
and knighted in the reign of King James I. 1\,lada1l1 he rself filled up a panel on 
the opposite side, in the h:lbit or a shepherdess smell ing a nosegay, and stroking a 
ram with gil t horns, The garden was some tWl:nty feel in length, and contained a 
dozen potS on either side of the path, fill ed with lilies and coxcombs, trained up 
agalrlst old laths painted green. and surmounted with the bowls or tobacco-pi pes­
probably to ca tch the earwigs. The object of th is' Box ' was the better avoidance 
of the Sabbath, La attain which desirable consummation one half or ;:uurday was 
lost in paperi ng up cold chickens, bottling brand), punch, sorting clean shirts and 
nightcaps for the children, pinning baskets, and cording trunks; and one half of 
Monday was wasted in undoing the same packages and pUlling away the thi ngs on 
their return to town, " 

The City people even have their own pleasure-gardens, Monstrous! 

"j'lence spring assemblies with such uncouth names, 
At Deptford, Wapping, Rotherhithc. and Shad·Tlmmes, 
Where every month the I)()wder'd, "'hite.glov'd sp.1.rkB. 
Spruce haberdashers, pen attorneys' clerks, 
With deep-cnamour'd 'prentices, prefer 
Their suit to many a sighing milliner: 
In lIcraps of plays their passions they impart, 
With all the awkward bows they learn from Hart. 
'Tis here they learn their genius to improve, 
And throw by Wingate for \lle Art of Love; 
They fmme th'acrostic deep, and rebus terse, 

"lAnd fill the dlly·book witl! cnamour'd ,'ene ; 
E,"n 1e.1.rned Fenning on his Vllcanl leaves, 
The ill-according epigram receives, 
And Cocker's margin hohling IOnnets grace, 
To Deli:., measuring out a )'ard of lace." 
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The indignation of Smalle tt must be taken with large deduc[ions. If. however, 
tbe tradesman had become so prosperous as to jump from d "d. to 35 .. why should he 
not? Cannot a man be allowed the enjoyment of his own prosperity? 

"The substantia l tradesman who went to pass his evenings at the ale-house for 
4td., now spends 35. at the tavern, while his wife keeps card-tables at home; she 
must also have fine clothes, her chaise, or pad, with country lodgings, .... nd go three 
times a week to public diversions. Every clerk, apprentice. and even waiter of a 
tavern or coffee-house, maintains a gelding by himself, or in partnership, and assumes 
the air and apparel of a ptlil maitre. The gayest places of public en tertainment are 
fill ed with fashionable figures, which, upon enquiry. will be found to be journeymen 
tai lors. serving men, and abigails. disguised like their betters. " 

The \-Vest End on one side and Grub Street 0 11 the other. neither of which had 
the least intercourse with the City. were completely ignorant of the leaps and bounds 
with which the trade and the we,llth of the London merchants. and therefore of the 
London tradesman. advanced in the eiglllcclIlh century. That the City shopkeeper 
should send hi5 daughters to a good school-or what wa!> considered a good 5chool,­
that his wife should buy what she w;tllled instead of making it,-seemed a clear 
proof of impending bankruptc)" not to speak of the impudence of stepping outside 
the rank and station to which these people wcre called. That the shopkeeper ' ... ·as 
en titled to all the pleasures which his increased weal th allowed was never considered 
b)' the satirist,-parti )' because, having no wealth of his own, and associating with 
none but such as himsel f. nl:'eciy and dependent, he knew nothing about the increase 
of wealth. Nor was it till the merchants and rich tradesmen bt!gan to buy country 
estates, that the old respec t for the Ci ty began to return, and the cOllnt)' iamilies, 
which had to admil these new families into their socit,;ty, began to ask whether a 
return to the old custom of sending bo)'s in to the Cit)' was nOt worth considering. 
In many places they have already considered this question; in others they are sti ll 
considering it. But it would be interesting to learn, if we could discover the facts, 
how many country eSLo1.tes a re now in the hands of families which made their money 
in the Ci t)' during the years '750 to 1850 or thereabouts. 



CHAPTER III 

TilE CRAFT SMAN 

TilE dail)' life of the craftsman a nd the appearance of his workshop arc difficult to 
recover. Ii is hours of labour were longer; he began about six, he worked lill seven 
or eight ; he consumed vast quantities of beer, mostl y the black beer now called 
porter and stout i he would not touch tea or coffee ; he look bread and cheese for 
breakfast and for supper; he regarded beefsteak as the only form of meat worth y lhe 
attention of a free Englishman. I n his shops, where all worked together: there were 
110 steam appliances, and such machines as the workman used we're si mple-such as 
the lathe. worked by a treadlt:. E\'cry shop was governed by rules of the trade, 
en~rced by the men themselves. LO whom, indeed, they were morc sacred than the 
T > Commandments. Every trade had its own customs, which were unwritten rules. 
ThF workshops were sm<lll, and they presented the appearance of li ving-rooms as 
well as workshops. Tht: walls were mostly pi:'lstered; the shelves were covered with 

old, hour-glasses, candlest icks with thick tallow candles such as a re used on board 
sh ip, snuffers, old lanterns of horn, tools and impiemenLs of all kinds; the windows 
were generally caseme11lS, with diamond panes set in leaden fritmes and studded with 

th ick" bull 's-eyes " of g reen g lass, used to prevent breaking-one never sees these 
bull's-eyes now ; lhe place was not too wd} lit even by day : afte r dark the men 

worked by the light of tallow candles, wh ich they provided at the ir own expense. 
Some of the men sang songs and catches at their work. Especially w<}os thi s the cas~ 
wi th the weavers, who were said to have broug ht over the custom from Flanders. 
Falstaff says, " I would I were a weaver. I would say my psalms and all manner of 

songs." H ogarth . who frequented one weaver's shop at least, has represented his 
two apprentices a t work at the beam. The walls are pasted with songs, political 
and comic, and dismal ballads of execu tions and con fess ions. In each corner of 
the workshop was a fireplace, and in winter evenings the men toasted their potatoes 
in the ha l ashes. 

The eeiling was covered with names of bygone workmen insc ri bed in candle 
smoke. The doors and the woodwork were covered all over with names; and on 
the wall was to be seen many a •. hand nex t the heart." The custom has long since ,.. 
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died out, and ft"w there are who know now what it means. It was this. \rVhen a 
man left the workshop, either for good or for a time, his fdlow·workmen chalked his 
hand all over; he then s tamped an impression of the chalked hand on the \yali, which 
was left till it became worn out by time. \Vbcn he relurned, if he did ff!turn, it was 
rhe signal for the order of a gallon pewter pot filled with foaming porter. In such a 
shop Hoganh, with his clog Tramp between his rc{.~, delig hted to 3it and watch the 
men and talk with them. He called them his II shopmates. ,. They spoke of him as 
the great~st "limncr "-that good old word still survived - in the whole worlel. 

One of the things mOSt des ired by the working-man was to have a stately 
funer,,\. \Vilh this object he belonged to a burial-club. Every member, I believe. 
paid a shilling on the demise of another member. The shillit!gs paid (or the coffin; 
lhe society provided the black clo~ks for the men and the hoods and scarves for the 
women~ \Ve Illust remember that the bl1rial took place in t1;c City churchyard, which 
was !lot far from ~vcry h6usc in the parish; and that the funeral was a walking one. 
I n some trades, when onu died. Ihe whole fraternity attended; the funeral took place 
in the night ; and a subscription was paid for the cak~ and wine which marked the 
mourners' sense of their bereavement. 

Franklin's Biograph)1 gives us some in .. ight into the mallners of the beller class 
of working-men. H e worked for a printer nan1t~,L\V;;ltts in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and 
had lodgings a t the house of a Catholic lady in Duke Str.eel (now Sardinia Street), 
opposite the Roman Catholic cbapel. At ~e teg .'?~ ,~ house was a lady who had 
been sent to the Continent to takt:: the veil. but;;:nnt:lfrig the climate disagree with ber, 
she came home and lived in a nun-like. soli tude. performing her religious duties with 
the g reatest regularity, living on £ 12 a year and giving the I'est in charity. Franklin, 
for his part, a\s(l lived with the greatest frugality: his supper consisted of half an 
anchovy, a piece of bread, and half a pint of ale shared with his landlady. The other 
men at the press drank a .pint of beer before breakfast, a pim with bread and cheese 
for breakfast, a pint between breakfast and dinner, one at dinner, olle at six in the 
evening, one after work,-.'llrogethcr six pints a day, which seems a gOQd allowance. 
Franklin himself mostly drank water, and had gruel with butter, t~l, and nutmeg for 
breakfast. But it does IlOt 'lp~ar that his method became popular. 

The cmftsmen of London still, in the eighteenth century, stood by each other. 
Many of the trades lived together. as the watchmakers of Clc:rkenwell and the weavers 
of Spital fields. They all had their own distinguishing dress, and could be recognised by 
everybody; they had their laws and observances. The lampligh ters, who were not a 
large body. 'Went so (a.r as to attend the funeral of any brother who died i they buried 
him at night; and they all wort: white jackets and cocked hats, and carried Aaming 
torches. And the rollowing little anecdote shows a brotherly feeling actuating an 
episode of loyalty. 

In the year 1730 the woolconlbers of London resolved on paying l.heir respects 
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tc? the Queen on her birthday. They therefore assembled" in their shirts "-why in 
thei r shirts ?-and in thei r coloured woollen caps, and marched a hundred strong to 

t. James's Palace: the)' carried with them, beautifully made in white wool, an effigy 
of Bishop Blaze on horseback; they bawled uncler the windows of the Palace till the 
King and Queen appeared ; tht)' then threw up their caps, louted low, and retired. 

There is to be found in a book of the eighteenth cenlLlry. called A Cme1'al 
D cs(ripliOll of a/l T1'adcs diges/rd ill Aip/lobe/ical O,-dcr. a list of crafts and trades. 
The date of the book is '747. 

From this instructive documclll we gather that dlt:n : were 135 crafts then 
pmctised in London, and though t worthy of practice; there were also, i5 trades or 
different kinds of shops at which things were sold. Of course the trade and tpc craft 
perpetually overlapped. The boatbuilder solei the boats at which he worked with his 
own hand. The horse·m ill iller kept a shop for selling his wares, ,vhicJr was at the 
same time a workshop for making them. The saddler worked with his journeymen, 
making the goods which he sold. The df:.lper. the g rocer, the mercer, the glover, 
the hosier, had shops which were for the sale of goods alolle. Speaking genf~rally, 
the vendor was a capitalist, small uf gleJ.l, who did not stand on the sa me Jevd as 
the craftsman. He was a master, an employer of labollr; he stood between the 
publ ic and the craftsman; and although we get at the wages of the time, these figures 
bdp U~ very little to understanding the rela tions between the masters and tbe men. 

The list is manifes tly incomple te : one could name offhand a dozen trades 
omi Lted in this General List. I have, however, supplemented this list with that of 
the iJi1'CctOry of '791. In the course of 44 years only, one thinks, there could not 
have been the addition of many new trades. The D£reclory, however, adds 182 

trades to the list of 1747. So that in J 791 there were 492 different industries 
practised and d ifferent kinds of shops carried on in London. This list of trades and 
crafts must again be supplemented by other ways of earning a livelihood, such as that 
of J coachman or a foolman; all the women's trades; the callings of lamplighter, 
scavenger, messenger, bailiff, constablt:, watchman, porter, stevedore, waterman, 
chairman, groom, stableman, barge. and lighter.man. It is, however, as it stands, 
an interesting and instructive list. 

The hours of work were generally from 6 A.M. to 8 P.M., that is, four teen hours 
a day-less, I suppose, breakfast and dinner hours. Sometimes they were 5 A. M. to 
9 I'. M. Now and then one finds 7 A.M. to 8 P.M., but very seldom. We may take it 
that the day's work for most trades began at 6 and ended at 8. There was no 
Saturday half.holiday and there was no Bank Holiday. As for the wages, they seem 
to have averaged about ISS. a week. Some workmen, as cordwainers, ellamellers, 
fan·makers, commanded as much as 45. a day or 245. a week. The purchasing 
power of the shilling was for the working.man twice as great as at present, because 
his standard of life and comfort was very much lower : the people were ·far worse 
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housed, far worse fed, and far worse clothed than they afC now. Yet they were nOt 

discontented on these grounds. simply because their standards were lower. There were 
apprentices to trades as well as crafts. The draper took an apprentice for 1 3c; he 
paid his assistants from £25 to £30 a year with thei r board; and it was calculated 
that a young man might begin the business of.l d raper with a capi tal of £1000. 
The soap-maker asked a fce of £'1.00 to £300 for al1 appren tice, he paid his 
assistants £50 to £100 a year with thei r board; and he wanted £2000 capital 
before he r.ould start in business. An usher in a school received £10 to £20 with 
his board. If he wem to a school as an apprentice we find tha t his parents paid 
from £10 to 120 for his fee. 

One cannot understand why somc trades boarded their men and others did nOt. 

It was form erly a much more common practice than it has si nce become. Chemists 
and g rocers still continue to board thei r assistan ts; so do drapers: formerly, to take 
only a rew. barbcrs, collar-makers. leather-cullers. jewellers. net-makers, soap-makers. 
butchers. distillers. fishmongers, hosiers, milliners, mercers, oilmen, packers. pawn­
brokers, refiners. skinners. sturrmen. tobacconis ts, upholdt.!rs, whalcbonemen. and 
some others, all boarded their apprentices and ass istants. 

Apprentices, ir refractory, were taken to Bridewell and thcre flogged and 101-

prisoned. The cells are there sti ll , but the apprenticcs are no longer !-logged. 



C I J.\PTER IV 

I1 R E~~ in the cightCCI1lh cen tury. so far as m(;1l were concerned . .s howed a steady 
kndcncy towards a more natural and simpler method of clothing and adornment. The 
seventeenth centuf)' bequeathed to its Sllccessor a full /lowing wig. a S(luare-ctlt coal, 

a hat in which the crown had gone down and the bri m had gOlle up- the old three­
cornered hat, a long wa istcoat , knee·b reeches, shoes with gold or silve r LuckieSt a lace 
neckcloth . white fuffl es, and silk :'lockings. Tht! manners, as is always the case, 
corr~pondecl with the LIShioll. \\"ilh so \,;l<;l a lop-load ing as was provided by the 
wig, it was illlpos ... iblc for the lllO\'{!1ll1;!1I1S of the body to bt: odH.; r\\'i ~c than slow and 

artificial. if not dignified. J 11 all the pursuits that n:quirecl active 1ll0Vc IlH;.!nt, ei ther 
lhf! wig was blown orr. or it \\·as first carefully removed and a "n igh t-cap " subst ituted. 

In represcntilliuns of caval ry we see the horses ambli ng and caracoling, bu t not 
galloping : when cavalry charged in actual battle the wigs all fdl off. 1 n due lling 
the wigs we n.: removed; masters of fence fought with La re skull. In H ogarth's 
pictun' of " SOlllhwark Fair," a master of fence r ides into the fai r with a oare skull. 
showing- lh t! wounds he has rece ived. patched up with s t icking-plaster. T he g.tmes 
of tenn is and ball went out, with athletics and rough spOrts, among the better class, 
i.t!. all those who wore wigs. One moved slowly. out of respec t for the wig. Not 
only was it liable to be deranged or to be knocked off, btl[ it de manded. so majest ic 
was il, a cor responding digni lY of carriage, O ne must live up to such a wig . 

. These huge periwigs went ou t of fashion ea rl y in the cent ury. They were 
succeeded by a great variety of artifici al head-coverings. until the wig fin all y d is­
appeared. Why did they not wear the ir own hai r ? For more (han one reason. 
The wig was a great leveller. \"'ith the aid of this contrivance. the handiwork of 
Time... the painter. could be a nnulled or destroyed, Where the chin and lip and 
cheek were smooth-shaven, the re was no accusing the owner of grey; when the skull 
was shaven. there were no white locks! save for the wrinkles and the crows'-feet, the 
bowed shoulders and the bending limbs, the old man was on a level with the young. 
Nor were g rey locks the only consideration, Baldness falls upon some men in quite ,,. 
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early manhood; upon ochers, ialc r on; in either case it is a defect grievous· and 
lamentable. \~'i th the wig it matte red nothing whether one was hald or not. Aga\n, 
the wig was a great protection for the head: it saved the wearer from the effects of 
cold draughts; it was part of the comfort of tht: <ige. like the sash window and the 
wainscoted wall . And the wig, 100, like the coal :Jnd tht: waistcoat. was a means of 
showing the wealth of its owner, because a wig of the best kind , new, properly curled 
and combed, cost a large stirn of money. Practicatl), it was indestructible. and, with 
certain alterations, descended. First . it was left hy will to son or heir; n(;xt, it was 
given to the coachman; then, with alLer,aions. to tht: gardem:r ; thcn it went to the 
second-hand people in l\'1onmouth Street, whence it con tinued a downward course 
until it finally entered upon its last C;lreer of u!>efulness in the shoeblack's box, 
There was, lastly, an excellent reason why, in the last century. it was found more 
convenien t to wear a wig than the natural hair. Those of the lower classes who 
were not in domestic se rvice wore thei r own hair. Their heads were filled with 
verl1llO. Ev t:n the maidservants of .. gentle" houses suffered from the same 
reproach. These vermin were vcr)' eilsily "caught." 'I!hey might be caught in a 
hackney- or a stage-coach ; on a pillow in an inn: b), the use of a hair-brush; by 
pUlling on a stranger's hal: by accidental contact in a crowd. Ther were very 
disagreeable things to hilvt! IIpon ant:. and the), were vcr)' difficult to get rid of. 
r\ow, lhe mall who shaved his head and wore ,1 wig W;"I:> free of this danger. though 
the re were certain insects which did g-ct into the wig. There is authoritr for saying 
that with children of all ra!lks - the children of th t: wealth)' ret ailers of Londun 
arc especially mentioned-the head was generally troubled in thi s respec t. 

I t is. however, especially in the study of wigs that Hogarth seems to rejoice. 
In the picture of ,. Noon," the dwarf has one kind. the beau another. tht· c1erg)'man 
a third , the old tradesma n, whose back we sec, has a fourth. In the" Enragt:d 
Musician " there is but one wig-that of the musician himself: the men who bawl 
their goods wear their own hair long and in tail s. In "Taste in High Life " there 
is the wig in the highest and latest fashion. rolled at the sides, brought down on:r 
the forehead, and provided with a long pigtail. The ponrait of Bishop H oad!), 
presents us with the episcopal wig-full. majestic. flowing. Captain Coram. on 
the other hand, wears his own venerable locks. 

In " rVl arriage a la Mode" we find more wigs. Observe that of the bridegroom 
in the first of the series, the curl-papers of the visitor in the second. In the 
" Industry and Idleness," observe that th t:: Industrious Apprentice is advanced from 
his own hair (in the second picture) to a wig in the fourth; that the porter wears 
a badge and a wig; tha t the Illusicians at the wedding wear wigs, but the butcher 
wears his own hai r ; that the Idle Appremit..:t:. wears his own hair. 

The " H ouse of Commons " g ives us not onl), a collection of portraits, but an 

exact representation of the wigs worn by gen tlemen- not fops and beaux-in the 
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year 1734; and the ., Five Orders of Periwigs" offers a conspectus of all the wigs 
worn at the Coronation of 1761. 

In the examination of Bambridge (1729) the Committee of Inquiry wear full 
wigs, as befits their position i the man himself, whom they are examining, wears his 
own hair. Posilion, however, is by no means indicated by wearing .JI. wig: the 
practice spread wider and went lower j long before wigs went out altogether among 
the better sort, they lingered among certain callings and trades. In the" Laughing 
Audience" we observe half a dozen different kinds of head·dress, including the 
.. toupee" and the" club" and the natural hai r. 

The advertisement of one \Villiam Philips, who professed to "manufacture all 
his OWI1 hairs," shows the variety of wigs, vVilliam Philips offered the public Brown 
Bobwigs, cu t or dressed, '45, ; Scratches for the same price; Grizzle Bagwigs 
for 2 I S,; Grizzle Bobs, cut or dressed, also for 2 I s,; Dark Majors at ' I 85.; and 
Brown Bagwigs only I SS. But the Grizzle Major cost 25s., and Grizzle Tyes 2 15. 

About the rear 1760 the re began to be a revolt against the wig. The vast wig 
of 1700 had long since g iven place to a ' smaller erection, the ends of which were 
plaited and put into a silk bag. The" toupee " had come in-an array of curl s over 
the forehead, with more curl s, or a .. club," on either side of the face, .Now the 
wig jtse1f began to go ou t. Vel it remained in use for a long time with divines 
and physicians, and with lawyers, who still preserve it. 

I 1 was also preserved. probably for the reasons above suggested, by the citizens 
of Lhndon, by men-servants, clerks, accountants, coachmen, gardeners, and so forth. 
Old j wigs were used by the shoeblacks; nothing better was ever invented for (his 
use' l In Rosemary Lane there was a sixpenny lonery for wig~. If a man wanted 
ore"he would pay sixpence, afld dive into a cask where there were many old 
ones. Perhaps he would fetch up a good one, perhaps he would nolo I n the 
fashi~nable quarter men had begun to wear their own hair, long, powdered, tied 
behind with a black silk ribbon. I t was not till near the end of the century that 
they began to leave off the powder, which still continued for a long time with less 
rashionable people. 

The changes of fashion in men's dress need not be followed in detail. There 
were eccentricities and follies then as there are to-day. The waistcoat and the coat 
were altered from year to year. These g rew more costly, more elaborate. Never 
at any time, except perhaps that of Richard I I., was the dress of men more splendid 
than in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. In the City the merchants 
affected during the day a plain but substantial dress of brown cloth; they wore: silver 
buckles to their shoes, and very fine ruffles, They carried a stick instead of a sword. 
and they were not ashamed to use it on occasion. The same merchants would dress 
themselves for an assembly in most gorgeous silk coats and waistcoats. The drapers 
and mercers seem to have affected a more: pretentious style of dress than the 
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merchants. One reads of a draper sallying forth to present some new goods to 
a lady. He wears a black vdvet coat. a silk waistcoat, velvet breeches, whi te silk 
stockings, well-blacked shoes with silver buckles, fine lace at his throat and bis 
cuffs, and a hat trimmed with silver lace. His 'prentice v.-alks behind him carrying 
the parcel of silk, The affectations ~lnd airs of the mercers and drapers are noticed 
in contemporary essays and satires. In the \Vest End swords were worn. 

The dress of the comlllon son was little disturbed b}' fashion. They wore a 
checked ~hirl, no waistcoat, a frock of blue cloth. still preserved in the butchers' 
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blue. and black horn buttons. Mechanics and servants of all kinds wore an apron, 
sometimes white and sometimes brown. The reason of the apron was twofold­
to protect the bOOy and to protect the clothes. A blacksmith protected the body 
from the flying sparks by his leather apron; a grocer protected his clothes from tlle 
stains of the various commodities in which he dealt by his white apron. They 
wore shoes, 'and in most cases woollen stockings. The poorer sort had no 
stockings, but in cold weather wrapped their legs with wisps of straw. 

As regards the dress of the ladies, of course it changed perpetually; only 
in a book of costume and fashion would it be possible to follow it. The fashion of 
the hair. the head·dress. all changed from year t('l year. accord ing to the caprice 
of La Mode. and the necessity of showing oneself not OUt of the fashion. One 
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hears constantly of the" swing-swang " of the hoop, of petticoats loaded with fringe 
to the top. of the sca rl et tabby negligee trimmed with gold. and so on. 

Girls wore common ly a blue mob-cap. a while frock, and a si lk sash of some 
pleasing colour. The frock was often trimmed with yellow. and a black lace mantle 
was thrown O\'er the shoulders. Thei r hair was powdered. so that they were always 
grey'; a black ribbon was ti ed in it. Sometimes ther wore a st raw hat napping on 
either side. The Slra wberrr-giris and Olhers won; the hat over a whi le cap; for 
the better son. a red or pink ribbon tied the hal uncler the chin. 

This is nOt the pbcc to follow the fashions of the century. The women wore 
hoops throughou t the whole century except a few )'ear~ before the end. They 
wort" hoods, small cap~, enormous hats, tin y" milkmaid " straw ha ls j h;lir in curl s 
and I'lat to the head; "pompons," or hllge structures two or three fee l high, with 
all kinds of deco rations-ribbons, birds'-nes ls, ships. carriages and waggons in gold 
and sil ve r lace-in the erection; and finally, in I i94. the so·called ,. simplicity " or 
.. classical simplicity," of which we have seen so many caricatures. with long ringlets, 
th t: waist under the armpit". a diaphanous g'0wn which clung to the figure and 
rt:\'t! .. tled it c \'cn if it was not already dsiblc through the dress. 

In the year J 756 it favow'itt! QrnanH.!11l was a wheeled n: hiclc in gold th read 

.. 111.'1'1.' \n a f;lil ' onc·). hC;ld·drcs:. ltpa rkJ\t\~ stich, 
Swm~in;: In ~ih-cl hprinJ;~, a ('I>acll :md ~i.\ ; 
Thl.'fe nn ;, spfin~ or :.i(lpcci ill)mpon )'HU ~c.· 
.\ chariot. ~ulky. chaise, nr ~'iNi-r'h," 

Tht! COIIII(J/~~scllr takes up the subject :-

" The curi(lsil)' I had of knowing the pUfjKJrt of this invention, and Ihc gcneTal namc oflhesc mach ines, 
led Ill/! to make in()ui ry :lbout them of a f:..~hionablc millincr, at the court end of thc \Own. Shc obliged 
me " ith thc sight of onc of these e(l uip:..gc~, designcd for Ihe head of :l lad)' of qualilY, I\hich I sun'eyed 
wilh much admiration; :L1ld pl:tf'i ng it on the p3lrn of Illy hand, could not help fancying myself, likc 
Gullivcr, taking up the Etnprc.~s of Lilliput in her stage-coach. The I'chide itself was constructed of gold 
thrcaos, and was drawn by S IX dapple grcys of blo" n glass, with a coachm3n, postilion, and gentleman 
wilhin of Ihc S!1me brittlc manufacture. Upon further inqUIry, Ihc millincr told mc, with a smile, that it 
was d ifficult to givc 3 reason for in\'cntions so full of whim, bUllhe namc of this ornamcnt (if it 1ll3)" be 
oiled such) was a Capr.ole or Cabriolc; which we mar trace (rom the S!1l1le origin31 with ou r English 
word Caprice, both being dcrivcd from the French word ranrrr , which significs 10 p,.alln hke tI horst," 

About the same time we find the followi ng account of a "Pretty Fellow's 
Dressing. Room " (Coll1loisseur, ii. p. 23'):-

" I W3S accordingly shown into a neat lillie chamber, hung round with Indian paper, and adorned with 
several lillie images of Pagods and Brnmins, 3nd vessels of Chelsea China, in \\Ihieh were set various­
coloured sprigs of artificial flowerl. BUI the toilet most excited my admiration, wherc I found everything 
was intcnded 10 be agrcc3blc 10 the Chincse tastc, A looking-glass, enclosed in a whimsical frame of 
Chinese paling, stood upon a Jap3n table, Ol'er which was spread a coverlid of the finest chintz. I could 
not but observe a number of boxes of differenl sizes, which were nil of thcm Japan, :md lay reguhuly 
disposed 011 thc tablc, I had Ihe curiosity 10 examine the contents of sevcrnl; in one 1 found lip-S!11ve, in 
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another :t rpl! of pig-tail. and in another the ladies' blade sticking-piaister ; but the last which I opened very 
much surprised me, as I saw nothing in it but a number of little pills. I litewise remarked. on one Hart 

of the table. a tooth-bmsh and sponge, with a pot of Dclcscot's apilne i and on Ihe other side, "'aler for the 
eyes. In the middle stood n bottle of Eau de Luce, and a roll of perfumed pomatum. Al mond pastes, 
powder-puffs, h:ti f.Combs, brushes, nippers, and the li ke, made up the rest of thIS fant:micK equipage. HUI 
among many other whimsies I could nOt conee!,'c for what use a "cry sm:lil ivaT)' comb could lie d~ibned, 
liIIlhe \'tllet informed IIlC that il was a comb for the c)'cbro"'s:' 

The following is the complete outfit of a beau. It will be rl!markcd thil t it COM 

a great sum to turn out a young man completel)· d ressed in th is cCllllJrr: 

"My ward robe consisted of fi\'e f::tshionable coatS fu ll moulHed, two of which 
were plain, one of cut velvet, one trimmed with gold, and another with silver lace ; 
two frocks, aile of white drab with large plate buttons, the other of blue with gold 
binding; one waistcoat of gold brocade, one of blue sat in, embroidered with silver. 
one of g reen si lk trimmed wi th broad figured gold lace. one of black silk with 
fringes, one of white satin, olle of hlack cloth , and one of scarlet ; six pair of cloth 
breeches, one pair of crimson, and anothe r of black velvet ; twelve pair of while 
silk stockings, as many of black silk, and the same !lumber of fine colton ; one hat 
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laced with gold pOi1t! d' Esjag1te, another wjth s ilver lace scalloped. a third with gold 
binding, and a fourth plain; three dozen of fine ruffled shirts, as Illany neckcloths; 
one dozen of cambric ha!1dkerchiefs, and (he like number of silk. A gold watch 
with a chased case, two valuable -d iamond rings, two mourning swords, aile with a 
silver handle, and a fou rth cu t steel inlaid with gold, a diamond stock~buckle, and a 
set of stone buckles fo r the knees and shoes; a pair of si l ve r~mollnted pis tols with 
rich housings; a gold-headed cane, and a snuff-box of to rtoise-shell mounted with 
gold, having the picture of a lady on the lOp." 

\ 

ON ,'Hft S"~I£ IN Vt!KSt:: 

" Painter! once more sholl' thy art, 
nmw the idol of my heart ; 
Omw him as he sports aII'll)" 
Softly smiling, sweetl)' gar. 
Careful1), each mode exprcss; 
For man', judgment is his dl'css. 
Cock hi~ 1Jerwer neat and well.­
Beaver size of cockle-shell ; 
Cnst around a si ll'l:!r cord, 
Glitt 'ri ng like thl:! polish'd sword; 
Let his wi!> be thill of hairs,_ 
Wig that eOl'ers half his ears. 
Be his frock quite ,J/I/ 111011,', 
Shon, lest his steps it incommode; 
Short as IllS ,,\.istcoal was of yore. 
When clull men long garments \IVre. 
LeI the ruffle grace his hand,_ 
Rume, pride uf Gallie land. 
Be his lI'aistco;u blue or yellow, 
That befits a prctt}' fellow: 
Let it he well Irimm'd with lflcc, 
Addin~ lustre, adding grace. 
Make his breeches of Nankin, 
1\IOSt likc Nature, mosl like skin; 
Let a ribband dcck the knecs,­
Dangling ribbands alwa)'s please; 
With stockings, of the finest silk, 
Sofl and shining, 11 hite as milk. 
Let him wear the nice-made shoes, 
Uuckling just abol'e the toes,­
Uuekles of:t fashion IIC\\' , 
ni!rI~cr nlmost than the !11OC. 
T hus equipt, he'll fnr excel 
E l'ery Beau, and chann e.lch Belle." 

• 

The" Beau Parson" d resses in canonic<lls as. seldom as possible, but cannot 
wear brig ht colours, or a sword, or a bagwig. He wears a Parson's Blue lined 
with white, a black satin waistcoat, velvet breeches, and silk stockings, pumps made 
of dog-sk in. He has a wig with a bag front, properly cropped behind, so as not 
to eclipse the lustre of his d iamond stock-buckle. H ~ has had a joint of one toe 
removed so as to improve the shape of his foot and shoe. An extremely delicate 
creatu re! 

The costumes of the earlier hal f of the century can be illustrated mos t readily 
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from the pages of Hogarth, the g reater part of whose work was done 
He died in 1764. H ere are a few notes on his costumes, 
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before 1750. 

The appren tice. we observe, wore a long coat, no waistcoat, and woollel1 

s tock ings ;.a leather sLOl':k kept his neck warm. Tht: Idle Apprentice illustrates his 
idleness by having his stockings down at heel. Of his three villainous companions at 

play in the churchyard. one, who is too villainous for anything. has his h"ir growing 

throug h his hat, his tOes through his sboes. his elbow through his shirt: he is 

sc ratching his skin under his shirt. Another with a black patch over his cye is 
clearly chealing; a third, looking on, is sc ratching his head vigorollsly. 

The Inl.-'.'(:dling gent lemen wore some kind or kerchief tied round their h(!ads 
under the hat ; or they wore caps with long flaps 
at the side: or they tied their hats o\'(::r their 
heads; or they wore a ha t or another shape ror 
travelling purposes: all these may be s(;..'Cn in 
Hogart h's .• COllntr), I nn Yard, " 

The" count ry girl." when she came to town 
in order to grace the First Picture or the" Ilar­
lot's Progress," wore a white cap tied under her 
chin, and a hat over the cap. Samh I\Jalcoll1l, 
the murderess, is siQli larly adorned: so is the 
"Shrimp Girl." The country girl wears a sturr 
rrock anti a white apron, a tucker over her 
shoulders, and a rose in he r bosom; a bag hangs 

rrom her arlll, and a needle·case and scissors 
rrom her belt. 

The fas hion or dress imparted an air or 
d ignity to the City merchant which the modern 
rashions cannOt do; see. ror example, the Iller­
chant in 0' Industry and Idleness," where he takes 
the Industrious Apprentice into favou r. It gave a splendour to the wealthy noble­
man which he cannot now assume; it disguised a bad figure and set off a fine figure: 
in its more costly developmcll ts it presented a richer and morc noble appea rance than 
any dress ever invented. It would have been incomple te, however, without the wig. 

The picturesqueness of the time is gre.atly due to the dress. \Ve all know how 
effective on the stage, or at a ranc)' ball, is the dress or the year t750. Never had 
gallant youth a better chance or displaying his manly charms. T he flowered waist· 
coat tight l(\ the figure. the while satin coat, the gold·laced hat, the ruffles and dainty 
nechie, the sword and lhe sword sash, the powdered wig. the shaven face, the silk 
stockings and gold·buckled shoes-with what an air the young coxcomb advances, 
and with what a g race he handles his clouded cane and proffers his snuff-box! 

" 
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Nothing like it remains in this century of ours. And the ladies matched the men in 
splendour of dress until the" swing swang " of the extravagant hoop spoiled all . 
Here comes one, on her way to church, where she will distract the men from thei r 
prayers with her beauty, and the women with her dress. She has a flowered silk body 
and cream-coloured ski rts trimmed with lace; she has light-blue shoulder-knots; she 
wears an amber necklace, brown Swedish gloves, and a silver ,bracelet; she has a 
flowered-silk belt of green and grey and yellow, wi th a bow at the side, and a brown 
straw hat with !lowers of green and yellow. .• Sir," says one who watches her with 
admiration. "she is all apple blossom." 

The while satin coal is not orten seen cast or T emple Dar. See the sober 
citizen approaching: he is dressed in brown stockings; he has laced ruffles and a 
shirt of snowy whiteness; hie; shoes have silver buckles; h'is wig is dark grizzle, rull ~ 

bottomed: he carries his hat under his left arlll, and a gold-hCRded Slick in his right 
hand. H e is accosted by a wreck- there are always some of these about London 
streets-who has struck upon the rock or bankruptcy and gone down. H e, too, is 
dressed in brown, but where arl'! the ruffles? \~here is the sh irt? The waistcoat 
buttoned high shows no shin: his stockings are or black worsted, darned, and in 
holes; his shoes arc slipshod, without buckles. Alas! poor gentleman! And his 
wig is an old grizzle, uncombed, undres!.cd, which has perhaps been used ror rubbing 
shoes by a shoeblack. On the other side of the street walks one, followed by an 
apprentice carrying a bundle. It is a mercer or Cheapside, taking some stuff to a 
Ja~ )'. H e wears black cloth, not brown; he has a white tye-wig, white silk stockings, 
muslin ruffie5, and japanned pumps. Here comes a mechanic: he wears a warm 
waistcoat, with long sleeves. grey worsted stockings, stout shoes, a three-cornered 
hat, and an apron. All working-men wear an apron; it is a mark or their condi­
tion. They are no morc ashamed or lheir apron than your scarlt:t-coated capta in 
is ashamed of his uniform. 

Let us next note the whiteness or the shirts and rumes. A merchant will change 
his shirt three times a day; it is a custom or the Ci ty thus to present snow+while 
linen. The clerks, wt: see, wear wigs like their masters, but they are smaller. They 
do not wear the rull·bonomed wig, to aSSliUle which would be presumptuous in 
one in service. Most of the mechanics wear their hair t ied behind; the rustics, -sailors, stevedores, watermen, and riversidemen generally, wear it long, loose, and 
unkempt. Here is a company or sailors rolling along, armed with clubs. They 
are bound to Ratcliffe. where, this evening, when the men are all drink ing in the 
taverns, there will be a press. Their hats are th ree-cornered; they wcar blue 
jackets, blue shirts, and blue petticoa ts. Their hair hangs abou t their cars. Bes ide 
them marches the lieutenant in the new uniform of blue faced with white. 

About the year 1775 there were strict rules about evening dress. No one went 
into company except in full dress ; a rrock was not worn in the evening i at the 
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theatre one had to appear in a dress-coat, wig. and sword i no gen tleman would 
venture into a side box in boots ; if ladies were insulted in the lobbies. swords were 
drawn. The dress-clothes of a man of fashion were extremely costly. Calom;\ 
H anger says that he spent £900 on his d ress-clothes for one wi nter only ; and 

' that he employed other tailors for his morning and hl'ming frocks and his servants' 
liveries. 

" 1 was alll'n}'s handsomely dressed at every birt hday; but for one in particular T put myself to a vcry 
great cx]>cnsc, having twO suits for that day. l\l r morn ing vestments COSt m\! ncar eighty pound'>. and 
those for the ball above one hundred and eighty. It was a satin coat " r va; '" /,/aill rl fll r In ((}UfUN!: :Jnd 
the first satin cO:U tnat had ever made its .:l ppcar:mcc in this coulItry. Short ly afu·r. ~atin dre~<;<lot ht:s 

became common amongst well-dressed men. Grcal officers of st.:ltc tl rt: in honour compclled to appear in 
a handsome suit of c1ot hes :it the bi rthday of their king; it is out a small patt of that gratitude and dUly 
they owe to their sovereign, for the d igni fi ed situation he has gil'cn them, to at tend on his person." 

Let us return to the costume of the Londo ner ahout the middl!.: of this century. 
T o begi n with the craftsman. H is dress, in most cases, . was a kind of un iform by 
which his trade was know n. The carpenter wore a white apron looped up at the 
side- the re was n fashion in weari ng ap rons-and a brown paper cap neatly folded 
in shape ; the shoemake r wore a short leathern apron ~ the blacks mith a long 
leathern apron ; the fello wship porter a black hal with a long brim behind ; the 
ba rber a while apron wi th pocke ts in front to hold the tnckle. Bes ides, he ca rried 
a basi n in his hand, and generall y ran through the stree ts in his character of ,. the 
fl ying . ba rber." T he bu tche r wore a blue COal and apron ; the bake r was all in 
whi te, including his cap ; the waterman wore a sai lor's kill or pett icoat, and a 
woollen jersey ; the tapste r was in shan sleeves rolled up, wi th a white apron , 
the corner t llcked into the waistband i the brewer's drayman wore a lea ther apron 
and a red cap; the printer, a stuff apron from head to fOOl ; the shopmcn, except 
those of the drape r, all wore aprons. T he apron. indeed, was the symbol of the 
se rvant and the craftsman ; it belonged in varied form to ev<:: ry trade. 

T o take a step upwards. The a ttorney, the notary, and the proctor dressed 
in black ; so did the physician, but with a huge th rce· tai led pe riwig, and a gold­
headed cane with the pomande r at top ; the ba rrister dressed in black, with a gown 

which he apRea rs to have worn habi LUally as he did his wig- there was then, as 
the re is now, a special wig fo r eve ry step on the legal ladder, from U tte r Bar to 
Bench ; everybod y knew the d ifference between the lawyer's wig and that of the 
physician. The cle rgyman d ressed in black, with a wig and cassock, a nowing 
gown, and k'ng G eneva bands. T he respec table t radesman 's dress in -1750 is 
described as consisting of a Sp.1nish snuff-coloured coa t. 1 think tha t Dr. J9h ns0I1, 
who would not rank himself above a respectable tradesman, always wore a brown 
coat, waistcoat and breeches of the same, a dark gri zzle. full -bottomed wig, metal 
buttons and buckles, lace ntckt ie, and lace ruffies. Apprentices acqu ired the ir 


