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admired by some. For instance, on one occasion the chairman, an alderman, suffered 
the whole evening fro111 continuous flashes of this forked lightning. It was, doubtless, 
because it is so stated. a perfect hailstorm of wit, and it was directed against him by 
the \·icc-chairman. At last he lost his patience and cried ou t, " I wish I had another 
vice-chainmm, so tha t J could have a gentleman opposite to me." "\Vhy." said the 
other. "you cannot be more opposite to a gen tleman than you are a t present." 
\Vhen we read of these fcasts of wit, we must admire the patience of those who 
endured the things that were said. J I seems to us, in these lancr days, when there is 
sa id to be no conversa tion, that the boasted wit of that t ime mainly consisted in 
call ing each other, at unexpected moments, and with the aid of unexpected materials,. 
ass, doll, cau, person of ignoble birth, person of repulsi,'e appearance, person of 
uncleanly habits. person of contemptible calling, Now and then there would be 
something said that was ex tremely Will}' ;J.nd unexpec ted. In the intervals of the 
wi t they took turns to sing- songs in praise of wine and women. or in pra ise. of 
women onl)'. The poet of the Beefsteak Club, Captai n Charles Morris, who d ied a t 
the. age of ninet)" has. left two volumes. nf facile., nUl.!l1 t verse, the whole of it devoted 
to Ih(~ praise of punch and pon and woman. It is difftcult to get through these two 
volumes. Perhaps one of the losses of the present age is that we no longer sing and 
laugh and call each other nallles at ou r clubs. The eighteenth was, certai nly, a 
robust and a chct! rful century. Formerly, at all the clubs except those of the \ ·Vest 
End, which were devoted to gaming, at all the taverns, at all the coffee.houses, at 
the" mug.houses," from one box to another arose in succession the song upli fted 
for the pleasure of the company. But men became less convivial; the fashion 01 

sitting a t taverns and at clubs, d rinking punch and sing ing, died out, partl y because 
people during the long war became poor and pinched in circllmstances; partly 
because they left London and went to live in the suburbs, Charles Morris outlived 
his own songs; in the year 1827 a writer on London amusements lamt:nts tbat a song 
is seldom heard at the Cock. 

. It was to the Beefsteak that \Vilkes presented his Essay OIL l.f1oman privately, 
crusling to the honour of the members, who, if they disapproved of the poem, 
would at least destroy it and say nothing about it. In fact, the g rossness of the 
poem greatly offended the Society, and \.vilkes ceased to attend its dinners. But 
that Lord Sandwich should stand up in his place in the House of Lords in order to 
move that Wilkes, for thi s production, privately communicated 1O him under cover 0 1 

his honour, should be taken into custody, was an act of private treason fouler than 
any that can be recorded against the House of Lords in that age, Thinking of 
"J emmy T wilcher," one reads <Zhurchill's lines about him with a peculiar sa tisfaction :-

" From his youth upwards to the present day, 
When vices more thM ycars hlwe made hint grc)'; 
Whcn riotous exct:u with \\'asleru l hand 
Shake. lire'. rrail "lASS, and hastes each elJhinl{ sand; 
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Unmindful from what stock he drew hi, birth, 
Untainted with one deed of real wonh_ 
Lothario, holding honour at no price, 
(tolly to (oily. added vice 10 \'ice, 
Wrought sin wuh I;rcediness. and (ourlell Sh:mle 
\\'ith titealcr ~cal than !,'uod mrn seck (or fllme," 

33' 

The member!; at one lime wore a kind of uniform' ,I Gluf' coat \\ lth n;d capf~ and 
cuff.'), a nd bUllon ~ with the initials B. S. h reminds one of the Pickwick Club. 

whose members also d istingL1ished and decorated themselves in the same W~\y. 
It would be a g rave omission not to give an l.:xamplc of the :-\nacn':OJll ic verse 

which deligh ted the Bcdstcaks; the p0<::1 c1t·lighted them :llso with the punch which 

he alone was suffered to compou nd for them. I h;l\'C \'t.:lltu red to make om: extract 
from the Lyra Urorrllira, The reader will recognise that an old-world flavour is 
already clinging to the lines, The reauer will :llr.;n remember that all this fine 
sentiment about lo\'e and beauty was perfectly con\'entional. There was no lime 
when th pre wac; less gal1alllr)'. Puritanism and por~ and punch among thel11 had 
killed the spi rit of gallantry, These lopers ne\'cr made 10\'(', ncepl to the ladies of 
Covent Garden, and despised the insipid societ), of \\'ol11('n of their own cbc;c;, 

"ComC' a toas!,-'ti~ di~l11al wcather, 
\\'inc mU~1 clear \hi~ d:.rkcn'd ;\ir: 

Sunshilll' {rom thc gl.'l.S, I,dl gathrT, 
Beaut)"~ image ~Iumhtr; thrT,,; 

IIriJ.!h\ in 1>;1"illn '~ magic mirror. 
(;1011 hrr (hi'lrm~ when touch'tI lI'ilh lI'ine: 

\'c:nus lI'akes ,f F:tnq' ~!I r her, 
And hcr ~\\celcst smile i~ Ihll1c, 

Uk{' !he~e icy cloud~ that blight liS, 
l{casoning ~inks lhe heart with ~pleen; 

lIut Ihe sp. ... rl.ding goblets light us 
Up to LO\'c'li celclitial srenc-

Dreams o{ jo)' will there tr,msport thee. 
!-l ope in {;Iir frtJition shine: 

SlIeetly varying "isions COUrt thee: 
And :t sip wiU make them thine, 

LoI'e's the chann for life aUolleu, 
Cheerful cups exalt the plan: 

'Tis the cold \\ ho live besolled, 
Care's the muddled SIliU: of man_ 

Mark the toils or Pflde and Power, 
See their victims (ret in I."I00m ; 

Mirth'ii the plant of Nature's bower. 
And a sprinkle makes it bloom." 

, 

The club set apart a room in a tavern for the convenience of its members; the 

r.offee·house admitted the whole world; the tavern, which provided dinner or supper. 
with wine and st rong drink of every kind, was nut a rival to either, yet was filled both 
with tho!re who be longed to a club and those who frequented a coffee-house. 

Man), of the old inns remained through the e ighteenth century-in a few 
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cases to 'the present day. For instance, the Belle Sauvage on Ludgate Hill, the 
Bull and Mouth, the Swan with Two Necks, the George and Blue Boar, the 
Tabard, the Hercules' Pillars, and many others. In fac t, it is only by the site 
becoming too valuable for a tavern thal an old inn is destroyed. I 1 was not, 
however, on account of their allliqu ity that tavcrns were popular, bu t on account 
of their cate ring. Pontack's, for instance, the best place for dinners in London, was 
opened in the reign of \\'illiam J 11.. and lasted for three-quan ers of a century. 
Here a dinner might be ordered, Defoe says, frolll 4S. or 5S. a head to a gUinea 
or what )'ou please, The best wines we re charged 7S, a boule. 

Of eightecnth~ccntury tave rns the most memorable arc the Boar's Head, 
called in 1739 the chief tavern in London; Ponlack's, the ahove·mentioned famous 
dining-place; the Old wan in T hames Strcet; the ), I itre in \Vood S treet, 
which had associations ,\lith Pepys i the Salutation and Cat in Newgate Street, 
which was connccted with Sir Christopher \Vren, and later with Coleridge and 
Charles Lamb; the Arrican, Sl. Michael's Alley, frequented by Porsoll; the Globe, 
Fleet Street, used by Goldsmith, Macklin, Akerman the kccpu' ur Ncwgate, and 
\VoodfalJ the reporler. Concerning the Dcvil lavern, ::IS of the Boar's Head 
and lllany othe rs, a whole history mig-Ill be wrillen. I havc elsewhere not iced the 
Apollo Club, which was hdd at the Devil. The Cock of l'lcct Street has been 

made imlllortal by Tcnn)'Son. Pep)'s frequented the lavern two hundred years 
before Tcnll),son. H ercules' Pillars was an alley opposile S[. Dunstan's Church in 
Fleet Street; it was en tirdy occupied by taverns. T he !\I it re in l:'leet Street was 
1I0t the presellltavern of the name, which is in a court off F lcCl Street ; it was No. 39 

I Fleet Street, and was taken down to enlarge Hoare's Banking I louse. The Mitre 
was Dr. johnson's favourite house for supper. There were also tht: Fou.lltain, in 
the St rand; the Coal 1~l oJe . where the visitOrs sang songs cvcry night ; and the 
Rose, Covent Garden, a house of extremely bad reputation: 

" :\Ot (;Ir from thence. appears a pendcll! "i!:lI, 
\Vhose bush d t:chlrcs Ihe product or Ihe l ' UIC, 

WhCnt;c 10 the It1wellcrs ~igh l the full. bJo~·n I{o~c 
Its dnzzlin!: beauties doth III I:uld cli~c105C:, 
And painted faces flock in lall)"d dOlhes." 

Bishopsgate Stree.t \Vithout was fam Ol:s for its inns. Among them was the 
White H art, formerly the Magpie, which stood beside the gateway of Be thlehem 
Priory, supposed to have been the original hostel r), of the Priory , afterwards an inn 
for tra\'ellers and carriers who a rrived aftcr the gates had been closed, or desi red, for 
other reasons, to lie ou tside the ci ty. This was rebuilt in 1480 and was standing in 
18 10. It was rebuilt in 1829 and stood at the corner of Liverpool Street. Then 
there was tht: Bull, where Burbage and his friend performed in the courtyard. 
Hebron, the Cambridge carrier, used this inn, and on a waH was hi s effigy ~in fresco. 
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One Vall Horn frequented the house and drank in his time 35,680 boules of wine, 
i.c. three bollies a day (or thirty years of cont inuous drinking. There were also the 
Green Drago n. the Catherine \Vhecl (the last to be destroyed), and some others. 

In 188 1 the o lel inn called the !-f alf 1"Ioon, which stood on the west side of 

AIc1ersgnte Street, was tahn down. T ht: hOlls,: is described h)' a visitor in 1866 
as being filled with carved woodwork of an claboratl! i-:ind. and CUI ious panelling. 
Under a piece of the woodwork was once found a coin dated 1596. These lines of 
Ben Jonson's refer to the" H al f t\\oon. " li e went there in search of sack. bU l 

finding it closed, repaired to lh l: "Sun" in Long Acre, where he wrote ,-L<; follows:-

., Sm, C Lhc ' 1Ii1lf 'Ioun i .... o Imk,,!!1 
To rna!.;r 111(' );Il ;!I)oI\IH, 

Tho: 'Sun' Tn)' llmn!!) no" ~1\;t1l hal'r. 
The' )Ioon' ~I\;lll );0 withuut. 

The housc, il striking- objcc i in the street, \\ itb il'> projecting g' • .Illcs, qu.lIIlt 

oriels a nd bow windows, w;li known locally as .. Shakcspeart:'s I-louse." 
The third prim in "The Rake's Progress," showing a midnight dcb;J\tch, del,iclS 

a room at the Rose, The persons represented are all portraits, this \)ecomes 
apparent if one s tudies the faces of the women, there is. howe\'cr, a contemporary 
., key" in doggerel which gives the name of everyone. T he fcllo\\ with a silve r 
o r pewter tray and a candle cnte ring at the door is the porrer of the hou!,\;!: every
body at the time recognised tht: man and understOod the meaning of the tray. 

Evans', Covent Garden, is a histor ic house. li en: lived Sir Kenelm Uigby 
after the Restora tion: here li\'(;!d Aumiral Russell, afterwards Earl of Orford, The 
house was opened as a hOld in [774; for a long time it was famous for its dinners. 
Its large room was then used as a singing- room: in 1855 the sitt:: of the garden was 
used for the buildin g- or a g n;a t hall where singing of glees and other entertainments 
were carried on. The place was c!o';l!U :tbout fivc-and.twemy years ago. Since 
then the hOllse has been used as a club. but not, I believe, successfull}·, 

The Cide r Cellar. like the Coal Ii o le, was a ,I ~ l idnigh t Concert - Room, " 

Porson came here freq.Jentiy. Oftle}"s, Il cnrietta Street, was a no ther singing
house, but of a higher class: the performers wcre all amateu rs. The H eaven 
and H ell tave rns, \Vesllllimaer, were twO ale-houses or cating· llOuses abutting on 

\Vestminster H al l. F ulle r writes of the Iatter:-

" I could wish it h:'ld anOl her n:IIIH,:, seeing it j" ill jesting with edged tools. I am mformed Ihat 
rormerly this place was appoilllcd a prison fur the King's debtors, who m!\'cr were freed thence until they , 
had pa id their uttermost due demanded of them. T his proverb is since applied 10 moneys paid into the 
Exchequer, which thence I1rc irrcco\'eraulc, upon what plea or pretence whatever." 

At the Star and Garlel, Pall Mall, wac; fought the fatal duel between Lord 

Byron and ·Mr. Chaworth. The re had been <1 somewha t li vely disc ussion: o ther 
gentlemen being present. Mr. Chaworth said in conclusion, .. As to myself, your 
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lordship knows where to find me, in Berkeley Row." 
reckoning and went out. 

H e presently paid his 

U Lord IJ) ron now came oul. and found ~Ir, Chaworth still on the stairs; it is doubtful whether his 
lordship called upon tllr. Chaworlh or Mr. Chaworth called upon Lord Byron; bUI both went down 10 
thc fitst landing-pl::tcc-ha,;ng dined upon the second noor-and both called a waiter to show :1.0 empt)! 
room, which the waiter did, htu-ing first opened the door, and pl:lced a small tallow-candle, which he lr.\d 
in his hand, on Ihe l:'Ibk ; he then retired, when thc gentlemen entered and shut the door aficr them, 

In a few minutes the affair was decided j the hell was rung, but by whom is uncertain i the waiter 
went up, and ]>ercci"jng \\h;:\ had hal)pened, ran down ,'cry frightened, told his master of the catastrophe, 
when he ran up to the room, nnd rounet the t\\'o ant3gonists standing close togcther ; ?I I r. Chn\\,orth had 
his sword in his h:rt hand, and Lord Ryron his sword in his right : l .ord Uyron's left hand \\'35 round 1\1 r. 
Chaworth, nnd foolr. Chnworth's right hand \\'35 round Lord Byron's neck, and o\'er his shoulder. ~ I r. 
Chaworth desir~d 1I1r. Fynmore. the landlord, to take his sword, and Lord Byron delivcred up his sword 
Il.tlhe $.'l.me moment; a surgeon was sellt for 3nd came immediately. I n the meantime, six of the company 
entered the rootll; when Mr. Chawonh $.'l.id that he could not th'e many hours, that he forg:l.\'e Lord 
Byron, and hoped the world I\'ou\d; tl13t the affair had passed in tht dnrk, only n small tal1ow-candlc burning 
in the room ; that Lord Byron nskcd him, if he addressed the ohscmllion on Ihe game to Sir Charles Sedley 
or to Ilim ; to which he replied, ' If yOll h:n'C anything to say, we had better shut the door'; that while he 
\\'U.S doing: this. Lord Byron bid him draw, and in turning he 5.'l.W his lordship's sword half·drawn, on which 
he whiPl.lCd out his own !iword and maue the first pass; thai the sword being Ibwugh Ill)' lord's w3istcoot, 
he thought th3t he had killed him ; and, n~king whether he was nOt mortn!1), wounded, l .ord Urron, while 
he was sllCaking, shortcnl..'<l his sword :lIld st:lbht:d him in the bell}'." 

T he London ta\'(.: rn was famous for its tunIc and its imJllense \\'ine-cdlars. 
Frt!cmasons' t;1\ ern, Grea t Queen Street, anel the G l ac i ~rc, Aldcrsgatc, perhaps 
make up the list or those ta\'erns which are most \\'orthy or mcmbcrs. 

T he ta\'crns were more than dining-rooms <lnd the home or clubs. They were 
rrequcnted as private places where business cc.uld be transacted in quiet over a bOllle. 
The att,prney :lucndcd every day at the tave rn , where he mct his diem and lOok him 
to a private rOOI11 , where the C>lSC was discussed over a bottlc. The architect 
produced his plans and his estimatt::.s in a tavern-over a ooule. Bargains were 
concluded in a tavern-over a boult:. Booksdlcn; div ided thtir new books into 
shflrcs, and sold thei r uld books to each other in a tave rn- over a botde. Every 
new vt:nture, (!vcry new comp.IIl Y, was first considered and finally conclude<l i ll a 
tavern-over a bottle. So prevalent was this Cllstom that, in the small area 
included between Threadneedle Street and Lombard Street, and Gracechurch 
S trect and Bishopsgate Street in tht: cast, there wcre thi rty- lhree taverns and 
coffee- houses. Some or the tavcrns wcre also, or cou rse, inns. Thus, lhe High 
Streets outs ide the gates-Bishopsgate, Aldersgate Qr Aldgate-were lined with inns. 
Those who <=ame rrom tht: north put up at an inn in Bishopsgale Stret! t \<Vi lhoul. 
l :hose who came rrOtll Kent or the south 'went to the Tabard or the Queen ':; 
He..'\d or the George or Southwark. These ta\'erns had ex tensive yards round 
which they were bui lt in open galleries·; the yards were fi ll ed wi th the loaded 
waggons just arrived from the country on thei r way to distribution, or just about to 
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leave London. In th l! yard, also, were tti~ post-cha ise of the beller-class traveller, 
the high g ig of the bagman, the stage-coach and the stage waggon and the carrier's 
cart. With in there were small private rooms where the guests took their meals and 
performed the ir business; the food was good, the wine black and sweet and st rong ; 
the bedrooms were cold and draughty, the doors opening 011 the unprotected 
galleries, but the bed was heav ily curtained and the feather "tel deep; thcrc was 
no comfort in the private house to compare with thal of a great London tun:rn. 
"The true felici ty of hUl11<1.n life, " said Dr. Johnson, ., is in a lavern. " To Sil every 

evening among a group of men who seemed nc\'e r sad, ne\'cr oppressed , !levt:r 
<lnxious- the atmosphere of the tavern forbade the entrance of care-attracted all 
men alike, The shopkeeper spent most of his time and much more of his money 
than he could afford in the tavern, \\'h<..n he broke-J.n evt:n t which thl!n happened 
much more commonly than at present-he generally n:!lirl!d into the Fleet or the 
King's Ben('h, and the re he would have been wretched indeed but fur tht r<lct that 
he found a tavern in the prison, 

The morning draught, which Pepys noti ces in the'M!\'(:!llcenth ccnlurr , comillucci 
to be a comlllon practic(:. long after th l:! introduction of tea for Im.:akfa~t. I twas 
just a part of the drinking habits of the time, \Vl! arc somcrimes told by those who 
love ;j good round sweeping assertion, that the shopkeepers in the eighteenth century 
spen t most of their time at tht tavern. This is, of cou rs(;, a ridiculolls e,\:aggerd tion. 

The wealth and trade of London, which inc reased enormously during the Ialtcr Pdrt 
of the century, was never crea ted or enlarged by drunkards: nor did those citizens 
who spent all their days in the ta\·ern comillonl y leti rc, when age fell upon them, to 

the comfortable villa on Clapham Common. 
\Ve must not forget the barmaid, to whom frcCJut:nt reference is Illmlt·. Shc is 

described by T om Brown as .. all ribbon, lace, and feathers, and m.lk ing such i.l noi ... e 

with her bell and he r tong-uc logether, thal had half-a-doten paper-mills ocen at 
work within three yards of he r. they'd have sign ified no more to he r c1.l1llorous 
voice than so many IUles to a drum, which ,darmed two or three nimhle fellows aloft, 
who shot themselves downstairs wi th as much celerity as a mountebank 's mercury 
upon a rope from the lOp of a church'-s teepk C\'c ry one charged with a mouthful of 
coming, coming, coming." The g irl (generally a vintner's daugiller) is further 
described as "bred a t thc dancing-school. becoming a b<.lr well, stepping a minuet 
finely, playing sweetl y on the virginals, ' John, come ki ss Ill C now, now, now,' and <.IS 

proud as she is handsome." 
Upon one who considers the t<.lvcrn of the time there presently falls a reminiscence. 

of the P<1Sl when we were all living in the t:igh teenth century. \\'c are standing in 
the courtyard of a tavern in Leadenhall; our carriage-for we drove into town this 
morn ing from the count ry-is drawn up in the open court, where are also the waggons, 
now unloaded, which rumbled in from Edinburgh thi s morning. Three gi rl s, come 
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up from service all the way from York, which is ten days' journey, arc ·wait'ing for 
their new masters to call for them; an old lady, whose smile is meant to be 
benevolent, is whispering to one of the g irls-the prettiest one-that she can offer her 
a place of much higher wages and Illllch less work ; Ih !:: re is a great yenoing and 
whistl ing from the stable which one can sec-and smell - through the ga le on the other 
side of the coun : messengers and porters arc hringing parcels for another waggon 
now receivi ng its load; at inte rvals the housemaids running about the galleries above 
lean over the rails and exchange a little lig ht sa tire with the g rooms below j gen tle
men grave of aspect walk into the lavern and ca ll for a bOllle and ~I private room. 
You can see them through the opcn window ; they exchange papers, they talk in 
low tones, they make notes, they drink but with911 t merriment. There are twenty 
or th irty of these rooms; ther are all occupied by merchants who are 1110re 
private here than on 'Change, At four o'clock a company of gen tlemen, headed by 
a rosy·cheeked divine. all of them sleek and sOllle of them even obese. en ter the 
inn with a kind of procession. They are met by the landlord, who bows obsequiously. 
"Gentlemen," he sars, "you are welcome. John, show his Reverellce and the 
Vestry to the Anchor, Gen tlemen, you shall be served immediately." It is a par ish 
feast. People from the coun try arrive, some ill post·cha iscs, some by stage.coach, 
There is a bride with her bridtgroom and her bridesmaid, blushing sweetl y. She 
sees London for the first time; it will be the last lime, yet it will remain the d ream of 
her life. Outside there is the bawling of the stree t crie rs, the g rinding and the 
rumbling of the carts. H ere, in the tavern yard , there is the atmosphere of com fort 
and of rest. One perceives, after a hund rt!d years, the fragrance of the kitchen; one 

1 hears the drawing of corks; one li stens to the gobbling of the select Vestry ; one 
hears the laugh ter of the country \' isi lors. The servants run about ; the landlord 
gives his orders; when the night fall s the passengers for the eight o'clock stage 
arrive, and the great coach, piled high with luggage, rumbles alit through the 
archway into the street. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

!lAVE before me certain nOtes on London in the eig ill (;Cll lh centur y. '\ hcy an.!: (I) 
those by a foreign travelle r in 1 i60; (:!) those cuilla ined in Corry's S'alirimt 
Vicw, 1790; (3) notes wrillen in [810 by a person who was recalling the streets of 
London and the ma/mers of thirty or fo rt y rears bdQrc: ami lastly, nOh'S COllCl.lCd 

from a. great many sources-from the literature, the diaric::o, the tra\'('ls, the magazim:s, 
etc., of the lime. 1 put these not<:s together in some kind of !'H.;qucncc. 

On Sunday mornings the people who weill to church had to pass on their 
way rows or g roups of drunken men laid out on the pavement b(,' forc the public
houses till they should recover consciousness. The working'lll(;11 weill habitually to 
the public~hous(! every Saturday e \'ening and drank unti l they became senseless, whell 
they were dragged ou t and laid down on the pavement in rows until they cooled 
down and recovered. Even in the most respectable stre<': IS the ears of ladies were 
offended at all times in the day by the bawl ing of the coarsest and most abominable 
songs in the public-houses and at the corners 01" the streets by balladmongers. G irls
but in couples, being ashamed [0 do 50 if they were alone-would stand and listen to 
the most ribald songs sung either in these houst::s or in the SlrC(:lS. T he dress of the 
lower or lowest class of womcn is described in lJlain terms, and ont:: asks how the poor 
creatures could rise ou t of the slough and mire so long as they dressed in such a 
manner ? Their chief garme11l was a linsey-woolsey quilled pcnicoat ; thi s was 
never washed · it was imposs iblc for it to be washed: it was not made for washing. 
They wore leathern stays, called" loose jumps," which wert! nt! \'~ r washed and never 
changed. The better sort wore call1iet petticoats lined with wool and quilted , very 
warm. These, too, were ne::ve::r washl:!d or changed until the), fell to pieces. Of 
under-Iinl:!n the poorer sort of women seem to have had nonc. Those a little better 
wore the same under-linen day and night. Cleanliness of the body was impossible: 
ir was neve r attempted; the chief reason, the refore, of the g reat gulf between lhe 
working classes and those who washed themseh'es and changed their clothes becomes 

immediately apparent. Th~ first step, indeed, in the elevation of the lower classes 
was the introduction of cOUon petticoats, cotton gowns, and other things which could 

l4 
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be washed. Then cleanl iness of the body for the first t ime became possible, and 
with its sweetness and its comforts came cleanliness of other kinds. Civilisation, in 
fact, largely depends upon the possibility of wearing cheap gnrmcnts which can be 
washed. 

The footpath in the streets was four or five feel wiele ; across the streets were 
causeways at frequent inlcn'als; the puddles in the roadway and in the broken 
pavement splashed the mud upon the c10lhes of the passengers i there were shops of 
"scourers" wholly occupied in cleaning clothes thus sp13shed; the 'prentices also were 
constantly occupied in cleaning and washing the splashed front of the shop. 

I n the years J 770-I i80 lhere were still many courts and back streets of London 
into which the flagstones had not penetrated-which wcre sti ll paved wi th pebbles. 
as a few of the courts of the Colleges at Cambridge arc to this day. Some, even, 
were not paved at all. Of onc such court we get a glimpse. The houses arc 
small and crazy; tht:. windows are casements; the window-frames and door-posts 
are black with sOOt and dirt; the rOOJllS have \1ot been painted or whitewashed for 
many rears: broken panes alt: jJasted over with paper or stuffed with rags; 
there are no blinds or curtains. The poor people who lin:! in these hovels arc 

\ perfectly suited to them in their clothes, their dirt. lh l!ir manners, and thei r language. 

I 
The women empty all thei r pails and pails at their doors: they go in and out in 
utter shamelessness without a gown on their backs, their leather stays half unlaced, 
without c\"cn a handkerchief over their necks. 

A sensible improvement was observed in the manners of the town after the 
establishment of the Lancastrian schools. A. grea t numbtr of children- boys and 
girls-were educated in these schools, One rule was rigorously enforced- the 
children must be sem to school clean. 

In quoting from a book professing to take a satirical view, it is necessary to be 
very careful. The satirist lives by exaggeration: he simulates indignation; he 
makes his exception stand for the rult!; he lumps lhings togt!ther that ought to be 
taken separately; if he laughs, it is over a caricature; if he weeps, it is over an 
exaggerated statement; if he is indignant, one may be pretty certain that he is u 
pretender and a hypocrite, dwelling on pictures of vice for the sake of pleasipg his 
readers as well as himself, while he cries Oul virtuously upon the wickedness of it, 
the shamefulness of it, the abomination of it. Oul of the exaggerations and the 
caricatures, and by reading between the lines of the satirist, a sketch, imperfect and 
incomplete, Illay be drawn. The imperfections, in some cases, may be filled in from 
other sources. Yet, when all is done, the restoration of the past can neve r be com
plete : the atmosphere has gone out of it, and that no man can bring back. 

London at all times contained a very large number of men who had come up 
from the country in search of fort une, Nearly the whole of the" service "-the carry
ing, hauling, loading, and unloading-was done by country-bred lads or farm-labourers. 
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There were many \Velsh, Scots, and Irish in the town, The \VeIsh were charac
terised by honesty in the ir dealings, pride of ancestry. and, the satirist acids, " tha t 
simple dignity of conduct which is ever the companion of integrity." \Vas he. him
self, a native of the Principality? T he SCOts made thei r way oy thei r patience and 
frugality; aq:;ong them were many li terary ac!"cnturPfs. T he Irish Wefe remarkable 
for the ir vivac ity and their eloquence: you could mcr: l an I rish orator in every 
tavern. The Germans were distinguished by their uad habit of caviUing 'It all the 
institutions of the country which protected tht:m; the French, of course, we re v;:lin 

- tne satiri st, one perceives, is far from original. Tht.:n there were Spaniards and 
Dutch, and t1H:: re were Jews. The spirit in \\hich the Jews were regarded is 
ill ustrated by the following passage, which is quott'J merely for the.: pu rpose of com
parison with what would be said of them at the present day ;-

" A vcr)' distinct class of the inhabitants of London consists of Jews. It is 
computed that the), amount to twel11Y thousand; and though a few of thcm are 
respec table characters, the majority are notor ious ~hatrers. T heir adherence to the 
Mosaic law prevcnts them from mixing with the rest of their fellow-citizens; hence 
they absolutely subsist on the ind ustry of Olhers. anti become publ ic nuisances. T he 
Jewish dealers in wearing apparel, gold, and silver purchase these articles at an 
undervalue without sc ruple; hence they are the principal n:c(;i\'crs of stol(;n goods, 

wh ile the iti nerant Jew-boys ci rcula te base money in every di rec tion. " 
I n his remarks upon fashionable manners the author follows the lead of all pre

ceding sat irists. Ne.ve r was there a time more abandoned to luxury' never before 
did the women dress in fash ions so immodera te; never were the)' so unblushing. 
You shall judge of the monst rous wicked ness of women of rashion. Some, fo r 
instance, danced reels; sOlne rode on horseback; Ont:, at leas t. played the cymbals ; 
at one priva te house some of the gi rls played a farce-one enacted tht:: clown and 
one became the panta loon; tht::y (;vcn allowcd thei r a rms as high as the cl_bow to be 
bare. Did one ever hear of a more shameless ti me? Aft(;r reading so much, it is 
a lmost tame to learn that some ladies wor(: wigs, and that sornt:: curled their hair 
over their fort::heads. 

On the subject of the clergy thc author speaks in general terms only ; and as 
he can bring no charge against then' except that of plurali sm, and thererore non· 
residence, we n'tay infer-which, indeed, we know from other sources-that the 

London clergy of the time were respected for the ir piety and the general tenor 
of the ir lives anu conversation. 

On the lawyers he has more to say, yet all in general terms. He was, therefore, 
not a member of the bar or of any I nn of Court. The barristers, so eminently 

dignified and respectable, a re " wholly supponed by the folly and vices of their 
countrymen ; n nd the p ride and phrenzy which stimulate to leg islation, enrich 
thousands of virtuous men educated to assist in the administrat ion of justice." The 
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number of courts of justice in the town amounted to 61; there were 14 prisons; 
4 houses of correction ; and the whole number of persons employed in the d,ifTen::nl 
dep..'1rtments of the law, including C3lchpoies, W<lS 7040 . 

.. Clean your shoes!" ., Ulack your shoes!" Among the minor customs of 
London we mus t not ollli t the shoeblack. lI e rose; he flourished; he decayed and 
disappeared: he has ri sen ;]gain, yet not to the height of prosperity which he 
formerl y enjoyed. The (ormer condition of the s treetS, which can now be traversed 
on fOOL, CVCIl after rain, withou t covering the !JODl with mud , but the n made every 
foot thick with black mud and filth, gave LO the shoeblack a popularit)' and even a 
greatness from which he has now fallcn. \Vhy, the sa llle man migh t ca ll for his 
ser\'ices a dozen limes in a single da),. li e wanted for his duties nothing but a three
legged stool and a tin kettlc, an e;lrlh c:::n po t filled with blacking (a mixture of 
j,·o,ry black. brown sugar, vinegar, and earth ), two 0 1' three brushes. a rag, a knife, a 
st ick. and an old wig with ",hidl to wi pe off tl"tc dust or 1l1llU. In e \'er)' occupation 
one finally arri,'cs a t the ont: thing which is best for the purpose intcndt::d. Thus, 

old woollen stocki ngs, which had heen darned until 
they were one g n:at darn, were proved best for 
making tinder; and an old \, ig was found by ex
perience to be the one thing Ilt.:cessary for shoe
bl:!.cking. He \, ho walked the strct ts wore shoes 
and not !.x>ots: he wore shoes with buckles, and 
the shoeblack showed his dexterit), by laying on 
the blacki ng without tarnishing the si lver buckle. 

U mbreJl as of some kind have always been in 
use in hot climates. In 16 16 Ben Jonson sptaks of an umbrella. DraylOn speaks 
of one made of oil ed si lk. In 1708 it is defined as a kind of fan or screen used by 
women to .kct:p off the rain. In 1 71 0 Swift wriles :-

•. The Irick'd-up ~eamstn:5S walks wilh hast)' s \ ride~. 

While st reams run dow" her oiled umbrella's si(h:s." 

r n J 7.30 the Duchess of I3edford is reprcseilled with a black holding an umbrella 
ov(;r her. Jonas Hanway wa." the firs t mail' who venlll rcd to appear in public with 
an umbrella. For twenty years and more the mob jeered at anyone who carried an 
umbrella. Chairmen and hackne)l-coachmen hatcd the sigh t of it. 

There wert fashions in walking as wC:\1 as in dress. The Ludgate H ill 
hobble, the Chcapside swing, the City jolt, the City wriggle, afe the names of 
some of these follies. 

The print-shops of the time were full of caricatures and squibs; found thei r 
windows was always gathered a crowd to Slare and laugh if not to buy. Any 
one who has seen the drawings of Gilruy and Rowlandson will understand the 
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nature of these things: they were c1cvt:r ; they wen: also coarse much morc 
coarse than would be tolerated now. People looked at them, laughed, anJ went 
d l1 their way; their own talk W<I!,; quite at.; coar!;c '-1!> any thing- the caricaturiM 

drew, Our alllha r, of course, nnds that the pictures were injurious to \"irlUe; 

that g irls went in little compan ies to look at th"II1, IJcill~ a~h'lTnf~d to g(1 alone: 

that pickpocke ts gOl a n 0pp0rlUniIY: and that ,)usccptihlc YfJUtlL llaucnf'll its 

nose against the pane and imbibed cor ruption cagt:rly. for liS it is stJffici{~nt 

to note that these caricatures, now scarCe ilnd difficult to procure, wcn: formtrly 

ex posed open!}' in the windows. Perhaps po ... teritr will reTllark with surp rise 

that in this age pictures of the nucle were illlo\\·td to be exhibit(cd 111 the picture· 
shops of the Haymarket and Piccadilly. I't:rhaps tlw nex t age will n'gard the 
nude frolll a purelr artistic point of \'iew-any cOl1lparison betwt;cn two agt;:!>, 
as to the extent and the pre\'ak:nce of any kind of vicc, can nCH:r be fiLithful or 
accu rate for want of statisti cs, which an: illllJossible 1O procun.:. Thcn.:fon.: I do 
n Ot desire to represent the eighteenth century as much worie than our 0\\ n in 
the matter of what is called moral it)·, meaning one kil~d (If morality. The " great" 
were allowed to be abo\'c the ordinary rCMr.tinls of morality. ,\ cert!'lin noble 
lord travellt:d with a harcm of eight, which was. howt.:n.:r, considered scandalous. 
Divorces were frequenl fo r those who could pay for this costly hlxurr. One 
lady offered to produce in court thirty- two lover~. I h,l\'e considf'rcd the part 
played by the courtesan in ailoth(~r place. Suffice it to repeat here that sht, 
swarmed in the pleasure-gardt'ns, which were the resort of all classes: that ~hc 
crowded the lobbies of the theat re; and thilt the streets were full or her H nightfall. 

H 7re is ;111 eigh teenth-century librarr. 
ex tensive collection of book!'):-

BUII)'an's IYfrnm's }'r,',:;r ,u. 
Fo)(c's .oM!" {If .I/11rlj·rr. 

'lite Who,," f)1I~1' 4,l/lffl. 
lb.kcr's ClmJltid.-s. 
TnI' GIfII/ltk L,t/( r · / J 'rilrr. 

llQ/lillIhN CrNsO<'. 

.\t the tinw it \\,\S though ' rather an 

R(,NfI I/,~"rr (;({r.m/J. 

Tit, , .... ";·01 t '!ltlll.//,>lIi. 

TurTlcr'~ S/,·""I,·,.. 
1'/,,' 7;,,, ':1 " lilll 
(·ulp<.:ppcr\ 1/",,.,11. 

So far as can be ascerta ined, during thc grea ter part of the century the 
average citizen of the middle class had no books-not l:v~n such .1 collection as 
the above; nor did he want any. Reading-except of the newspaper-was nOt 
part of his life, nor part of the hOllsehold lift.:, T here \\ere a fc\\ libraries: those 
of St. Paul's, \Ves tminSler Abbey, Sion College, the College of Physici<lns, the 
Royal Society, and the King's Libraf)'. for instance; bu t the ci ti zen knew rothing 
of them. Nor d:d he concern hllnseli aLout Iitcrature. Poets , he knew, were 
a ragamuffin tribe: who could respect the muse ou t at elbows, starving. and 

mendicant ? 
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Of minor details. we learn that ever}' event from a victory to the hang ing 
of a highwayman was turned in to a hallad and bawled about the streets; that 
the desire to appear opulent led many to Tuill; that a prevalent profusion was 
partly caused by this desire; thal there was ;l general longing for notoriety i 
that everybody affected 10 be a critic: that there was a rage to imitate the 
amusements and pursl1its of the nobility: that it was though t genteel to go to 
Margate or Brighton, to get up private theatricals, to frequent masquerades, 
and to dress in the Cit)' as the beaux :lnd jcssamies dressed in Bond lree l. 

There arc a few minor manners and morals, The ladies of the Ci t)' were 
b)' 110 means fond of staying at home. They had card - parties and they had 
assemblies. " ' hen they went out the)' were escorted by the 'p rcl1lices, who 
carried clubs and a lantern, The dangers or vcmuring Ollt after dark art.; summed 
up by Johnson with the customary poetic imagination ;-

1 
I 

•• Prep.1re for death if here a niyhl you rOo'un. 
And sl};'n your will before you step from home, 
Some fiel) r .... p. "ilh lIe\\ commission "ain. 
Who sleeps on brambles till he I.:ilh his mall 
Some frolic dnmkard reeling from :I (cast, 
I'r<>vol.:cs iI broil :111(1 stilbs you (or iI Jc~t, 
Yet ~\'cn the~c In:rocs mi~cllic\'oll~ly gil)', 

I.ord~ or the SUCCt (mel terrors of the \\'n)', 
Flushed as Iher nrc with foil)" youth, aod \\'ioe, 
Th('il prudl.'nt in!.nlts to the pour confine: 
Afllr ther mllrk the fltlmheau's bright npprfl:lC'h, 
And shun the shining train and golden coach." 

Those who wished to enter the Civil Service had to buy a place; the pay 
{"as small but the perquisites were large, and the opportunities or taking advantage 
of these perquisites made the strvice worth en tering, Members or Pnl:liament 
sold their privilege of franking, sometimcs for £300 a ),ear. Noble lords sold 
nominal places in their households ror substantial sums: tile holders could not 
be arrested for debt; so that when this misrortune seemed impending, the 
cautiolls and the craft), staved it off by becoming. nominally, a servant or some 
kind to a noble lord. All working-men wore aprons: the apron, sometimes of 
leather, somerimes or white linen, was the badge of the craftsman. l\ lany shops 
had some out ward mark which denoted the occupation or their tenants: the 
baker had a latt ice; the alehouse had its chequers; the barbers had a pole; 
the clothier had a golden sheep. \Valking along the street, one would notice 
man)' little things: the milk-score chalked on every doorpost; the" flying-barber" 
on the Sunday morning; the white glove on the knocker to show the arrival of 
a child; the pickpocket under the pump; the butchers' orchestral band or marrow
bones and cleavers congratulat ing the wedding couple. Through the open 
windows one could see the wedding reast; at midnight YOll might meet the washer· 
women hasting to begin their work. 
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One of the i,}conveniences of the strf'e l was the project ion of doorstep!> across 
the footway; another was the ruinolls condition of the pan:ment in portions even 
where the pavement consisted of nothing but round stones; anolht'r was the 
danger frol11 bul10cks d riven through the streets; anotlwr from the !> warm:s of 
dogs-not the qu iet dog of our lime. but thr- cn:;alurt: tau;.,:-ht to defend the 
house. to Oy at s trange rs. ilTH.I to fight in the ring-. Th"(e wtr< .. . t1 ... o crf/wd" of 
beggars; a continual procession of Mn:el- crit-.'>. it tOnlinliai bawlin:.: (mm the: 
shops ;- thcsc things one expects in <t city. The lighting', as w(! h<l\'(' alrc:uly <;t'<::I1, 

was inefficient: but outside tile freedom of the Cit) tilt'rt was no lighting at all. 
Covent Garden and the surrounding ~ tref't!) \\en.: the centre (If tht' nocturnal 

amusements and dissipations, Of these I shall speak ilt grt';lter length in 
another place. Near Covent Gardell were the two thf!atres ; ht;rr' w('rc ta\'ern'i 
and nigh t . houses: hen.: w<.:rc many of the most notorious bagnios. hen: \\t;re 
the coffee - houses. 1 n th<.:se placts werc found the wits in the 'litcrnoon. and 
the rakes at nigh t. Here Were many of the 5hil~in~ onlinaries. The actOr:i 
lived in the street!"> abollt this quarter: Quin, Booth, and \\'ilks in Bow Screet: 
Colley Cibbcr in Charles Street: Pritchard in Craven Buildin,:!,s: Garrirk In 

Southampton S treet. T he courts of Drury Lane, not then so s.qualid as at 

present, provided lodgings for the inferior piay<.: rs, 
I n the theat re, the bette r SOrt, with the ladies, occupied the boxes: no 

d isrepu table or drllnhn pt:rsons werc admitted: it was thought ill· mannered 
for a man to keep on his hat during the performanct!: the pit-there were no 
sta lls-was occupied almos t t;l1tircly br lIlen, ""l)<.:cially by young- li.lw:·ers, young 
City men, and students who had read tht! "lar and were all ready with thei r 
CritiCism. As to the uppe r boxes nothing is !:.aid, we may imagint! th.lt they 
were frequen ted by a lo\\'c r dass, The footllll'n, for many years, had their own 
galle ry, and ve ry often proved noisy critics: order, if neccssary, was prest:n'cd 
among the gods by the butchers of Clare :-'Iarkct. who were steady patrons of 
the theatre and staunch upholders of the actors, 

The London of fashion lived entirely in the a rea bounded on the north by 
Grea t Berkeley Street and Queen Anne Slreet ; Oil the south by Pall :-' la11: on 
the wes t by the Park; and on the ca!:. t by TOllenham C ourl. r\ fl..:\\ gn:at hOllses, 
such as Southampton H ouse, T hancl Il ollsl', nedronl I louse, and :-' lontague House. 

stood in or near Bloomsbury; the t.lw)'er~, with their Inns of Court, formed i.l barrier 
be tween a ri stocracy and the City. As has been more than once observed, there 
was no kind of connect ion or inte rcourse between Ci ty and \\'est End, to the 
great loss and injury of both ;-the Ci ty growing every day richer, 1110re purse

proud. and more vu lga r, while the \\'CSt End g rew evcry day more insolent and 
more exclusive, The principal sq uares wl;;re those of Bloomsbury, the Queen, 

Cavendish, St. James's, Hanover, Portman, and Grosvenor. 
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Let us illustrate domestic manners and customs by references JO one year- the 
rear 1771. I t appears that breakfast of tea and bread-and-butter had then begun 
to be fashionable. This was an improvcmeru on the morn ing draugh t of wine. 
About 3.CXX>,ooo Ibs. of tea were imported , which is nOt more than I lb. a year for 
every five persons. I r we allow 3 07.. of tea per week to each pt!rson, there wefe no 
more than 300,000 persons in the United Kingdom who drank tea; the whole of 
the rest-men, women, and children-had beer. At a ccrtain dining-club of wh ich 
a note is preserved, thc}' began with a "cool tankard," composed of strong mountain
wine, "lowered " by a little lemon·and-walcr. and spiced. 'I he dinner, which was 
served at three, was simple, consist ing chiefly of soup and salt bed; bill the guests 

GItOlWI!.NOIl SQVAII!!. 

h om an cnl"'~;'" by k. 1'o1!.o.nJ 1AIMIon, Jul)' .S, '7st. 

cOInlJlained that the meat was not sufficiemly salted. They drank claret with their 
dinner, but sen t for the landlord and complained that the wine possessed none of the 
silkiness which belongs to good claret. Thl! landlord, however, declared that it was 
right Chateau J\1argaux. Dinner over at fivt::, the cloth was taken away, and bottles, 
siasses, and "dishclou[s" were placed upon the table. The drinking began, and 
continued until nine, every man being expected to drink his two or three bottles. 

In this year (177 1) the Pantheon was opened, and at the first ball there were 
over 2000 persons-among them several peers and gen tlemen of rank; but it was 
observed by the critical that" Jew brokers, demi-reps, lottery insurers, and quaek 
doctors" formed a large part of the company. Observe that if one desi red this day 
to convey the idea of a mixed company, not one of these persons would be named. 
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There was a grea t deal of play; yct not, one would think, so much a"i followed 
afterwards. Betl ing, which is a part of gaming. was univl'rsai. yn it seems to have 
been kept in bounds. \\' c hear of a Illan taking it pur,>" of a hundn·d guin'w, with 
him to Newmarket: he would 10.,(' no more. J h"f(, Wit" no st.:n"iC/, of C-L-ril'f'> Of 

commissionaire.;;; ret one could always. at tht: \\\~st End at l,'a<;l. Ilnci d man to 
carry it parceL T hey were called nWSs(·n~{'r ... : llll'}' WI re known hr \\t",trin~ n:d 

jacke ts with brass buttons. and they chiefly stood alJIHJt in th,' Slrcet" where a good 
many people went to and fro on horsf'back and \\;tntl,d their hor ... ~·s h,·I<I. 

Most of the places und<:r Ih(~ ;\ Iayor or in tht· (;,!\'('rnl11l 11l s'·r .... icl~ \\'f'rf' thj'n 
bought and sold. On~ is not. then·fore. stl r]lri .. ~d lO fLnd an ad\'l~rti ... t: nlf'l1t to the' 

II \\;O\·I·W "'.'" \ltY. 

•• , .... 3ft <n~""';nl: puloli..t"d)' '11.. !'"lIbrd. I~ ',1 I .. "" - • 

e fTec t that th~ unde~ig'ned ullckrtnkes to .. O1an.H{~ husiness III the G(IYcrnment 

Departments, Treasury . Admiralt y. ~;\\'y Oflicc, Courts of Equity: to hu), o r 
sell estates: to lend money 011 security : to lind and to buy plnccs; anll to take no 

fee until the business i;;; accompl ished." 
In Ji68 n place ofcoal·nH!tcr becoming \'acant was sold for £65 10. In the 

some year a corn-meter's place was sold fo r £3300. 
The place of head keeper of \rood Street Compter was in tht: gift of the 

Sheriffs, who. when it fell V<lcatH . sold it fo r £ J 500. I n the year 1766 it was thought 
a wonderful thing thaL the two Sheriffs. TrecoLhick and Kenne t , gave the place 

without any consideration whatever. 
Some of the dangers of th is sys te m are illustrated in the case of the H onourable 



LONDON IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

Elizabeth Harriet Greeve. She appeared unexpectedly in fashionable lodgings i she 
drove about in a chariot with rWQ footmen; she was closely related to IllOSt of the 
aristocracy, and she was especia.lly a friend of the Hon. Charles J ames Fox. She 
drove about the town calling at great people's houses: at least. her carriage stopped 
at their doors, and she descended and spoke to the servants in the hall. IL could 
not be denied that she was a friend of F ox, because he wa!. to be seen call ing at her 
lodgings nearly e~a)'. Her appearance, her manners, her kindliness, her 
willingness to oblig~ the belief in her g rea t inOucnce. caused man)' to use her 
offices for getting them places and appointments. For these offices she natu rally 
charged them substantial sums. One man paid £30 for a post a<; ., settled 
tides man "; another £40 for a post ill the Admiralty; and so on. Finding, after an 
unreasonable delay, that the offices were not forthcoming, the people all trooped off 
together to Bow Street, where they laid the case before! the magistrate. The lady 
was arrested. H er antecedents were investigated; she was proved to he a returned 
convict from Virginia, su they sent lH'r to Ncwgate. Meantime her friendship with 

tOX was explained. He was at tht' moment reduced to the condition of impecuni
si ty which was not unusual with him. The Honourable Elizabeth offered him a 
~'cst Indian heiress, worth £60.000. It was to inq uire after this hciress that Fox 
ailed so oflcn at the lodgings. 

Of course, there was no heiress; the woman was not connected with nny noble 
r influen ti al people at all; she had no power; she had obtained money under false 

pretences. They kept her in Newgare for a twelvemonth, and then tried her and sent 
·her out to Virginia again for seven years. 

Then, though the time was profligate on the whole, there were not wanting 
persons of proround picty. '1'0 thcst!, meditation among the tombs was found 
conducive to the religious spirit, which was held to be one of ex treme sadness. Thus. 
we read or a garden constructed near Guildford after the following agreeable 
manner ;-

The garden lay on a hillside; it was provided with winding paths, lab}'rinths, 
and groves of trees. There were hung abou t, ror the consideration of the visitor. 
flags with moral sentences and .admonitions. Presently the visitor, already saddened 
by the moral sentences. arrived at the Temple of Death, which was sim ply furni shed 
with a desk and a chair for meditation. There was also on the wall a minute-clock 
to Illark and strike the night of time, Bes ides the clock, the walls were covered with 
the finest sentiments and words of the deepest wisdom. Past the Temple an iron 
gate led to the Valley or the Shadow of D eath. At ei ther side of the gate stood a 
coffin as a pillar with a skull as capital, an inscription under each. You looked into 
the vale-which was deep, rocky, and gloomy-from a large alcove painted with the 
dying infidel in one compartment and the dying Chris tian in the other. 

The Quakers of the eighteenth century were all in trade of various kinds; many 
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o f them made la rge fortunes. As a body they enjoyed the reputation of being honest 
in the ir deal ings, but kee n ha nds at a barga in. l\ Jany of the shops in Gr;lccchlirch 
S treet were owned by Quake rs: their daughters kC'jll the shop... Tht: Qu tkt:r<'sst!S 
a re described as prell)' but dt:murc; richly hut solx:rly clr/:s-,('ci, without hoops. A 
wri ter speaking o f the dull and monotonous lives It.:J by the Quak(·r .. , who had no 

music, no art, no poetry. no fighting, no change of dress. no dancing-. no amusement 
of a ny kind, says that the rich Quaker rarely la,>{('d till the. age of lift)" ht! died of 

ShCt:!T stupidi ty and monotony and uuhlt'ss. I II' took no exercise. he at,' too much; 

he had no exc ite men t to keep him <11;\,('. 

Licences to sell al<: were originally gr;Hltl~d by the parish to brok(,n-down 
t radesmen and o the rs as ;t l1ll'ans of kct'ping them off the \Jarish. But tht~ business 
proveJ so profi table dmt it was tah'll up hy oti1l'r persons, especially by men who 
had been servants in the houses of gemlell1tll, 

T he practi ce of leaving infants on door::,tcps is iIIustr<lttcl by a story in T,i~ 

Alidllight Rambler, whi..' n a baby is found in a b;l~ct by the \\;ltchman. 0,1 the 
chi ld's breast was pinned a label with th<:se li nes 

"Con~itl('r, gnod people, I pra,', 
"I (I ~in "c're by nature inclmel!' 

Thou);h my f.1tlwr'; ;1 ~'nl1er, )ou'1I uy, 
To hi~.m -oh' \ouLh~a(e \'1 be kmd. 

Com"er me. In bt:d ;md In hnarrJ, 
.'nd carry me nut of tl,e ''':,lIhl;r. 

Yllur help to tht: rriclldle!o~ alr"n!. 
.-'nd be 10 the "rph;'!n ,I f;lIhcr 

The baske t and its contents were taken to tht: churchwarden, \\1,0 \\;\S then 

ti ppling a t a tavern. H)' him tilt' child was o rde red to be laid in front of the 
watch-house fi n: till morn ing, and the n to be consigned to the tender mercies of 
the workhouse. 

The lamps wh ich were lit at sunset we re mostly Out by ele\'t'n oclock, because 
the lighters stole most of the oil. 

The ci ty wai ts we'll abou t the s trtets at cleven playing before the hOUSl'S every 
night in the winter. 

The following passage is translated from Ll F rcncllln;lIl S ,1,,,,rllt)' 10 Londo'l 
during the latter half of the centu ry :-

" My fri end C-- called lIpon me one 
importance, ' \Va uld you l ike,' he il.~ked , ' to 
coun try in the world can offer?' 

. Can you doubt it ?' 
• \Vell, the n, we must be off a t once.' 

morning \\ ith an a ir of 
see a spcctaclt> lhm no 

grea t 
other 

I followed him, and he brough t me to S mith field, a grand 'place' in which 
is esta blished the g reatest marke t in London for the sale of cattle a nd sheep. 
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'Do you bring me here.' I asked, • in order that you may learn the price of 
beef and mutton?' 

· Patience,' he replied; • you wil1 vcr)' soon sec that something. else besides 
beef and mutton is sold here.' In fact, we had hardly been there l e ll minutes 
when the re came along a man whose exterior announced him as bt:1onging to 

that class of people who do not belong to the lowest ranks of society, yet can 
hardl), be called o f the middle class. lI e held in hi s hand a rop(;' the other e nd 

o f which was tied round the neck of a woman who accompanied him. S he 

;,ppeared to be from twent), to twenty-three years of age. She was tolerably 
good-looking, but had one of those dec ided faces which belong to the 11i1'o.:-0. 

Several pe rsons followed him, seemingl), with the intention of becoming wi tnesses 
to the Lrans~lction wh ich was going to take place. They marched straight into 
the middle of the market-place, and there in the midst of the cattle which sur
rounded them on all sidt:s the husb<J.nd, for he was <J. husband, ot:!gan to bawl a t 
the lOp of his voice, . Fifteen !>hilling-s for my vrife! Who will buy my wife for 

fteen shillings?' 
'G ood ht::3.vens! ' said I, 'arc we in COIl'>tantinople, or 011 the Gllinea , ' oast, 

, 'You need not be so aston ished,' m)' friend rt:plied. 'The same kind of 
t affic goes on in Circassia and in Georgia.' 

· And in many other parts,' I said, . but with certain differences.' 
Ouring this time the poor husband grew hoarse with crying' f'iftccll sh illings 

or my wife.' 
The troops of catt le and sheep round him disappeared by degrees, but his own 

merchandise rested on his hands; he looked like one who despaired, not knowing 
whether to stay or L0 go away. H is wife, on the contrary, was compJctf;: ly tranqu il. 
and one would have belit:ved that she was ignorant of what was going , oll. A t 
last a purchaser prest:llled himself. H e exam ined the woman just as a few minutes 
before he had been examining one of the c.nde. He then approached the husband 
and offered him the price demanded. He repeated his cri es for a few minutes, 
in the hope that some one would bid higher, bu t as no one ar rived he took the 
fifteen shill ings and went off wi th his rriends, while the purchaser gave his arm to 
the woman he had bought. and marched off with her on the other side, 

, Pray expla in this extraord inary scene,' I said. 
'The custom or st:lling one's wife ,' my friend replied, 'is not sanctioned by 

any law, but it has been established in England from time immemorial, and 
although it is beginning to fall into disuse, from time to time there are examples 
of the custom.' 

• Well ,' I asked, 'what becomes of the woman that is sold? Is she the slave 
or the man who has bought her? ' 
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, By no means, he has no rights at all over her except what she chcx.s~s. hut 
it is understood that the husband loses his. I t is not a legal divorce. but il kind 

of volullldry sep<.1.ration. I believe that tht- custnm !l1.ly han: origin'llcd 10 the 
desi re of a hush.mel to rid himse lf of the responsibility of d,'bt'> incurn:J by his 
wife.' " 

Nex t, 1 have before me one of Iho!.c \.duah!t: \\orb, it cnllection nr ncwspaptr 

scraps consis ting chiefly of crimes, t rials. and ('\:L'cuUOI1S, h.-longing tu th,· years 

'774 La 1795· 
In the yea r l i74 one Rubert Collin!'> W.IS sen tenced to a year's im'jris(lnTnt~nt 

for s tealing a ha tfpCllIl). li e was 'iuus(.!qlJCllliy i',miOrktl. In 1,75 one ,\nne 
Harri s was scnttllccd to bt! burned ali\'c for false coinin(!, c,lw was, howf'\'er, 

transported. 
In fiii one ) (,hn lJllifwas executed ill I)uhlin f(lr robbing the m;lil. Ilc' hllllg 

fo r the.:. uSlI;l,1 timt:, when he was Cut down and tht· hod), gin~1l to his fneil"'\:;. \\ hel 
actually restored him to life lJy hlt'~cJ iilg and chaling him. 

In I ii-t il \\ilS disco\,(:red that out of 8-t prison!":;"" III :"\'\\'ga tc only S wert:: 
above t wcnt r rears of ag-c. 

I n 1795 lhe public ('xL'culioner and \\ i{'lder of the cat-o'-nine-litils tcndt-n:d his 
resignation unless the salary was rai sed. H is husiness hiu! f,dlcn otf, ht:: sditl. in 

conscquence of the WM with Fran ce: then.: were rt'\\cr to hang and fewcr to II<¥.!. 

The Court considered hi"i case, raised his salary. and stnt him to perform the lower 

branch of his proft·SS IOIl . which he did with 1110rt' than his lI'ilJalll'al af1d 'ikill, 

H e mig-ht ha\'c added that it was <l post of SOTl1l' dang-cr. as. ill the case (If a 

public !logging at the cart's tail , the mob often SIded with the prison!.: .. and pelted 
the execll ti oner. 

Onc or two cases of robbery rccordt'd in thes~ pdi-:t!s tksern' to Le pl.tecd un 

marc permanent record :-

"The fol1owillg' robbery. wh ich borde rs r.llher on lil e lll.lr\'dlou"i, we ,I re laid is 
absolutcl), tr llC :- . .:\" few nights ago n well-dressed sharper, ub"'l'r\'ing ,I scrvant-maid 

conversi ng wi th a young man two doors frolll hcr mistress's houst.:. and th,lt !:ohe had 

le ft the st reet-door part open, took the opportunity of slipping in, ilnd stcppcd into it 

parlour. "here an elderly 1,lu), was sitting b~ tilL' lire. with t\\O I.:itlltllcs on the t.lble in 

s il ver candk:sticks. \\'i thout the least ceremony he took" dl.lir, and set himsdf 
opposite to her, and began with saying: . ;\J.HlillIl, if you pleast!. I \\ ill tell you an 

odd star)'. which happened a few nights ago to a vcr)' \\orthy woman in our 

neighb"mrhood. H e r sentan t-maid was t.liking ;It a little dist.LllcC to a sill} fellow, 

as you r own sc rvant now is, :lnrl had left her own door open: in thc interim in slips 
a s harper, as I may do, <lnd walks into a room wilere her mistress. good W0I11<1I1. \\<\s 
sitting before the fire with two candles nn a taLle in silvcr candles ticks, as you mar 

now do. \\'c1 I- hc had no t sa t much longer than I have lione with you, before he 
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takes one of the candles out of the candlestick, snuffed it out, and put the calldle~ 
stick into his pocket, as I may do now. The good woman was planet-struck. as you 
may be; upon which he takes oul the othe r candle, as I may do now; puts the other 
candlestick into his pocket, as I shall do; and then wished her a good nigh t, which I 
most sincerely do you.'-He was going out of the door, when the maid had finished 

\ 

n ..oc:OI,!\{; AT nil! 0 1.1) llAl I.f.\' • 

her conversation and was coming up the steps: he accosted her with saying : 'M y 
dear, your mistress has rung twice for you ': and wishing her a good night, went 
clear off with the candlesticks," 

"On Saturday eiglncen prisoners were tri ed at the Old Bailey, two o( whom 
were capitally convicted, viz. Richard Mitchell, ror feloniously stealing out or a 
lette r, sent by the general post from Mr. \Vhitfield, or Lewis, to Mr. Moxon at 
Lymington (and which came to the ha~ds or Mitchell, lhen a sorter or letters at . 
the general post-office. Lombard Street), a bank-note, value £Ioo.-And William 
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Clifton, for robbing Mr. Thomas Dicker, of Chelsea, on the highway, ncar his own 

house. Dec. 1774." 
"On Monday last. at noon, a woman, most handsomely c1re~t. and afb . .: ting the 

woman of fashion , went into the shop of a bosier in the Strilnd, ilnd ap!Jean~d (being 
without a hat) as if she had just stepped out of a (,.arriagt: ; ilnd indeed thi:; was lht: 
case. She asked to look at some silk stockings: se\'cl.t! pairs were shown her: and 
prcscntl)' ill came a fcllow in livery, who, \dth his hal otT. said. 'Sir ' j homas is in 
the ca rri<lgt:. In)' lady.' She replied, it \\as Vtry ,veiL !>hc \\ ouILl Ix: with him in a 
few minutes. She Llwll paid for tWO pair of stocking .. , WCIIl awar, and got into a 
post-chaise standing in the street, and tht: footman fo\lO\\ cd hcr into lhe chaise. 
which then dro\'e off. This lam.:r circumsliulce sOlllt!whal surprising lhe hosier, he 
cxamim:d the differt! nl loose parcels of stockings that he had opened, and discoven:d 
that her Iad)'ship had Molen nine p:lir." 

• 
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Til):; I{ IVERSJUE 

Tilt: Rivers ide, by" which I mean \\7apping and Limehouse, was a 'luartl'r of London 
different from any other. 11 harboured all lht! men who worked upon the ships
thieves all , to a man-and all the sai lors of the mercanti le marine. I t was full of 
.. fen ces " and receiv ing-shops: e\'ery otiwr house was a tavern; Ill:!arly all the 

women were sailors' w011lcn-anybody's women. 
The Riverside all through the century swarmed with these women. They were 

rough. rude, uncle'lIl in person, foul in Janguagf', and without any morality. As I 
have said, the introduc t ion of stuffs LInd clothes tha t could be washed made a g reat 
~if(erence in the ir condition. Th is special improvement look place towards the end 
be the cen tury. They afe described about the year I iSO as wearing long "quartered" 

shoes, large buckles, stockings for the Illost pan clean ; Jllany wore no stars-the 
old-fashioned "loose jump" or leathern stays had then partly gone out. Thei r frocks 
cut low in the neck exposed the bosom, which with some was covered with a necker
chief. Their hai r hung over thei r faces in ,; rats '-tail s "; they were generally d runk ; 
they fought with each other-it was as comillon for these women to stand up for a 
fight with fists as for the men their compan ions; their black eyes proclaimed their 
valour; their hair was full of vermin. They lived in miserable wooden hovels; but 
indeed the greater part of their life was passed in the tave rns, full of noise and dirt 
and drunkenness, where the merchant-seamen drank and sang and danced. To all 

• appearance, says one who describes the place, their age was between e ig hteen and 
twenty-five. \Vhat became of them afte r five-and-twenty the g reat chu rchyard of 
S t. George's Ratcliffe knew full well. 

The g irl of the Rive rside, after a ch ildhood surrounded with every kind of vice 
and ignorance aOlOng othe r ch ildren, all v icious, ignoran t, and squalid, fell naturally, 
without resistance, withoul repugnance, into the fate common to her sisters Doll and 
Moll and Poll: she became the sailors' darl ing. After a few years of squalid revelry 
the end came to her that came to all: foul disease and an early death. 

The children of Wapping ran abou t barefooted in the s[reets, which had no 
p.wcment and were never cleaned except by the showers; thcy climbed about the 

35' 
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ba rges a nd prowled over the mud before the St<li rs. T hey pi(kcd lip w;li from the 
l1Iud, or s toic it from the ba rgcs; lht'}, took it hOIllL: in their ilinaforcs .to their 

mo thers- Ilo one 011 the Rive rside ever hough t COil I. Th('), I, ,: tilll'd :It a \ IT)" lcnckr 

age to aid the robbery that \vcn t on all dol)' long. .\s rcg;mh their physique. if \\t' 

could see once: more these childn:n ;"IS thc), were we.; should ill: horrilied ;It lht- many 
deform ities among t l\(.': Il1-dd{)rmiti(:~ then as C0Il1111UlI as til!.!), arc now rarc,-lhc 

hump back. the twis ted shouldcr, the lJOw it'gs. the kncts wrned in. the thildn'l1 
wi th the" chtcsc-cuttcrs "; ;1\1 showing that dH.': children wI'n' turned litH (0 go and 

to g row as the)' pleased. T he" cheese-cullcr" has now quite disappeared a t l(,iI~t 

ont:. neve r sees it. It was a form of bandy leg which c\..IIl~isted of an outward 
curv ing of the sh in, apparentl), denoting hereditary weakness in the bon!:'. That thf' 
child ren were in rags was a matter of COllr~e. Scald head anll son;:s \\ert common 
among them. T hat they were co\'\.!rcd \\ ith vermin was also to be t:::'l.lt..:ClCU. 

l3 ill ingsgate ell midnight \\/as crowded with people. not only those w.::liting fpl 
the arrival of the fishing-smacks. but those wai t ing for the dep:utlln..: of tht' 
Gravesend boa ts. which sailed at three in the morning. . \t the lavern out<.;iJe tht: 
gen es the visitor found a company of fish dameJo:, fat and grt:.asy, in conn-rs;ltion 
riba ld , fou l. and blasphemous. T hey were sitting round the fire drinking. '1 he 
watchmen were taking supper-one of broi led red he rring, the Olhf'r of it hi~h· 

flavo ured Cheshire cheese and onions. T he re cam(' blundering into tht~ house <I 

sai lor just paid off: his pocke ts were full of money. and he ordert'd the waitt.:r about 
with as much consequence as if he had been an admiral; howe\'er. hl: \\,[1<; 500n 
observed by a showy lady with many gold rings. who accosted him in a frit"ndlr wa~ 
and sal do wn to a bowl with him. In another room sat a company \\<li:ing fo r tht· 
sa ili ng of the boa ts. T hen th(:rc C;Ullf.: in two mon: J.lck Tars. also pol iLl off. \\ iIh 
bagpi pes before them. T hey ente rtained the company with a hornpipe. Aftt-r them 
came a f<::llo w in the habi t of a sergean t of the Guards. who I~d in four stout-lonking 
cou ntry lads, all s tupid wi th drink. li e was a crimp. and had got th<.·",(,: poor fc1lows. 
by means of d rink, to en!is l in the sen'iet' of the East India Company. 

The tn\'e rns of the Ri vers ide were opt..:n all night as well as all day. Those 01 
\\lapping were frequented by a set of crt.::llLlr<::s more horrible than could be found 
in any o ther pa rt of London. T he men were thieve!'. of all kinds. ou t e:.peciall)' 
foo tpads who cnrr ied bl udgeons and somet imes knives. and not onl}' robbed the 
passengers of thei r money. but inflic ted severe injury to their persons. Thcy were 
attended by women as bad as themselves, whose pa rt was to sn:lrc unfortu nate sailors 
up sOllle dark alley whe re their confede ra tes were waiting to rob them. No t a face 
in any company of these peopl\.! tha t was not marked oy a scar: black eyes and 
bound-up hands were the ru le among them. nnd the women fought wi th their fists as 
roundly as the me n. 

Both above and below Bridge the ri ver presented a fa r morc animated appearance 
J5 
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than ... t prescnt, though the trade of the East has multiplied fivefold. The river 
abo\'e Bridge was crowded with loaded barges making their way up or down with 
the tide : there were no railways to conve)1 produce or exports, or to distribute 
about the countf)' the impons. 1\losl of the work now dOllt! by railways was then 
done by rivers and canals, and quite as well done though much morc slowly. The 
river was also covered with boats: although there wcrc three bridges the old custom 
of getting across, or up and down the City. by means of the boats was still followed. 
It remained in practice until the introduction of the penny ste.amboat, which finally 
drove the watermcn off the river. 

There was also a sight to be seen every day on the Thames which has IIOW 

passed wholly away; namely, the fisherman engaged at his wo!k in mid·river. Still 
the Thames teemed with fish; still the salmon found their way up; still there were 
colonies of fisher people who lived b}' their neLS : their last haunt was Lambeth. 
State barges and those of the Lord Mayor and of the City Companies swept up and 
down in state with their silkclI curtains, Hags anu streamer~, and gilt and paint. The 
swans frequented the lower as well as the higher reaches. 

Below Bridge the multitude of ships was bewildering: they all took in cargo and 
tunloaded in mid·stream by means of lighters and barges. And besides the number 
1of ships there was the great variety in build and rigging, which gave animation to 
the scene. These various crafts are portrnred b), Cooke (1829). who prestnls in 

Jthe first place the newly.introduced steamer with its tall funnel and its paddle.wheels 
just aft the foremast 

Here we find the sailing barge: the collier ; the Dutch galliot ; the Scotch 
smack j the brig-of-war ; the oyster·boat; the fishing.smack; the schooner; the 
sloop-rigged barge; the barque; the hay-boat ; the man-o'·war ; the coasting 
schooner; the hatch-boat; the pilot-boat j the West 1 ndiaman; the frigate under 
sail; the East Indiaman ; the City Company's barge ; the lugger ; ::lnd fishing·bo::l ts 
of every kind. 

Nor was the river ever without its mCJ1·o'-war. At Deptrord Dockyard they 
still built ships: here was a dockyard of considerable importance. if only ror the 
stores which it contained, and for the many offices which it had to bestow
resident commissioner, storekeeper, sun'eyor, master builder, master shipwright, and 
others. The squalid old town of Deptrord was full of sailors and sailors' taverns. 
There were taverns for the special delectation of the captains; taverns for the fint 
lieutenants ; taverns for the lower-not always the younger-officers. During a war 
the people were rejoiced by the sight of many a fine prize laken from the French and 
brousht home in safety_ During the war of '744·49 over 2100 ships .md small 
vessels were captured by the King's ships, and nearly ) 200 by privateers-a (act 
which should uplirt'the national pride but for the corresponding fact that the French 
took a great many ships from us. 
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The Cicy always maintained strenuousl). the right of keeping the army and the 
navy outside the walls. No regiment except that still ca lled the" Buffs," which was 
considered as the descendant of the trained bands, was allowed to march th rough the 
City wi thout leave of the Mayor : no pressgang was admitted within the Ci t)" 

Libert ies, and no sailors were allowed to be pressed. On the other hand, the Cit)' 
never failed to recognise its duty in lime of war, :lod offered large bounties to 
volun teers for the navy. 

In the Pool and on the Riverside the press was very ac tive. It was at such a 
time that J ames Cook, then a mate in a 'Whitby coaster, volun teered into the navy 

rather than be pressed, which would certainly have happened. So hot was the pr~ss 
at this time that they swept the merchantmen lying in the ri ver of the g reater part of 
their sc~mcn. Sometimes. however. the merchantmen resi!> ted. Thus, in 1770, the 
officers of H.M. Ly1l.X man-o'-war boarded the Duke of Richmond. East Indiaman. 
off Gravesend, to press }he men. They were informed that the men had seized the 
arms-chest and were not going to be pressed. The rMan-o'-war dropped alongs ide of 
the East I ndiaman. and seeing the resolute appearance of the sa ilors. they thought 
be tter of it and sheered off, so the East I ndiaman escaped. 

The offer of bounty money to recruits was naturally open to abuse. The case 
of John Hodgson shows the kind of abuse which would certainly occur to the 
common rogue. This young man, whose car~e"r"Came to an end on Trburn Tree, a t 
the age- of 26. con fessed that he had enlisted, an~l deserted, 98 times in six yea rs; 
that he had received 597 guineas as bounty m~y ; ' and that he hal! fi lled up his 
time in the inten 'als of enlistment by robberies. He kept a ledger account of all 
these transactions, and at the time of his trial and conviction for high way robbery was 
worth £80, which he conveyed to a female favourite. He was taken lip and nogged 
three times for desertion-on one occasion receiving 350 lashes, wh ich he endured 
wirhout a groan or a sigh. 

If the City would not tolerate the impressment of sailors it allowed the practice 
of crimping-that, namely. of enlisting recruits for the East I nelia service. The 
greatest abuses and abominations attended this enlistment. A young cou ntr}' -man 
was accosted by a plausible fellow who pretended to advise hjm and to warn him ; he 
followed the man to a tavern and drank with him to his destruction, for when he 
recovered frolll the drunken fit which followed, he found that he had enlisted in the 
service of the East India Company. H e was then kept confined in a lock.up bouse 
with other poor wretches also caught in the trap. The house was barred and bolted ; 
escape was impossible. \Vhen the number was complete they were all marched ofT 
on board the vessel that was to carry them to I ndia, whence they never came back 
again. I suppose that the influence of the Company was so strong in the Cit)' 
that no attempt was made except by the mob to suppress these infamous houses, 
There was one in Butcher Row at the back of St. Clement's, and another in 
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Chancery Lane. and anolher in \Vapping; and man)' olhers of which J have no 

record. 
The following sLo r), !' h o \\'~ the suspicion with which these houses were 

regarded: 
On February 24. 1767. an inhabitan t of Sl. Bride's parish brought before the 

Vestry information Ihal the gra\'edigger of the parish had brought a corpse to the
burial-ground on the side of Fleet i\larkcI at cle\'en o'clock tht.: previous night. 
The gravcdigger denied the hour but acknowlcdgcd the (act. He s;}id that he 
brought the body to the ground at nine, not cJcvcn, at nigh t ; that he had received 
it from a lock-up house in Butcher Row, and that nothing had been said 'IS La lilt: 

cause of death. He also confessed that it was not the first time thai he had rcccivcd 
a body from sllch a house. On another occasion whcn the mob wrecked a lock-up 

house, the dead body of a young Illan was found Iring on the boards of the garret in a 
putrefying condition. But recruits had to be found for the service of the Company. 

A favourite trick with r rirnps was, aftf'r ;)rt::osting a ynung fdlo\\ \\ Iru looked a 
likely subject. and failing' with him, to produce a paper and declare that the ), had a 
warrant against him for stealing a silver cup, \'alue £2 J, or something else. The), 
then seiled the man and carried him off to a lock-up hOllse where the), kept him until 
they succeeded in enlisting him for the East I nelia Company's service. 111 one case, 
in 1767. a gentleman caught a cr imp trying 011 thi s trick, and compelled both the 
crimp and the lad to go beforc the Lord ~ layor. This case caused a great deal of 
indignation, The m;m received a year's imprisonment in Ncwgate. One Captain 
Young, who was a crimp, and a master crimp, was also imprisoned for illegally 
confining a man in a lock-up hOll se. 

The fellows who m<lnned the ships were in the merchant se rvice in time of 
peace; when a war broke Ollt the pressgang swept the ships in POrl, and swept the 
stret.!ts of \\rapping in the north and of Deptford in the south. The men seelll to 

have served with perfec t goodwi ll when they were on board: the life and work wcre 

no worse in the nav), than in the merchant se rvice; the), were li able to flogging 
in one service as much as in the other, 

It oat uofrequcntly happened that the prisoners on board a ship rose and 
recaptured the ship ; to prevent th is, they wue all confined together in the after.hold, 
near the stern. The Rooring of this pleasant residence was made of planks 
loosely laid on casks; a g rating separated it from the cockpit, and a sen tinel was 
vlaccd a t the grating night and day ; no daylight reached the place. The prisoners 
were allowed on deck by a small number at a time, 

A tender sai li ng down the river full of imprisoned mt n was suddenly se ized by 
the impressed men, who broke open the hatches and got on deck. The)' were in 
number 11 0; they overpowered the officers and men without bloodshed, and ran the 
sh ip ashore at Grays, in Essex, where lhey landed and disper:,ed. 



TilE RIVERSIDE 

The sailor bdicved fe rve nt!}' in amulet!; a nd charms. .\ cummon and pretty 

fo rm of amulet was (l lock of his gi rl's hair Licd round his a rm or r(}und his neck . 
another charm was to LaUOO his girl's name on his :1rrn, or h i!> girl\ nnme with :J. 

heart and joi ned hands on hi s r ight b rcasl. 
Until the se rvice between London and the \\ '(;-.t I ndi(~s had bccom(' rc!:;ubr and 

co ntinuous. passengers to or (rom London had to provide th(';r OWII fond. Thus 

whe n a young gentleman was sen t home from J amaica to be cducau:d. tht· \'oya~l~ 

was expec ted to take 75 days, and the following wa .,. the prm-ision mad(~ nn board fo r 

thl: boy and his servants :-therc were 40 geese, 40 turkt.p •. 400 (0\\ I", 20 hogs. 
20 sheep. 50 dOlcn Uri s tol watef, fruit. cashew nuts, rams, and <;wcet POtrlt<>cs. 

J\ Ot the slightest p retence a t enforcing morality un bOMd ship,. in hilrlJnur \\;\:'1 

m<ldc. \V hcn Lord I-rowe pllt LO se,l ::J.fH.: r the "icLOr), or 1M JUJ1(> Lhf' re Wt'P' 

thousands o f wOlllen turned out or hi ~ ships at Spitheatl l \\'hen the Royal Gfor:.;~· 

went down, 400 wo men rro m Gosport :lnd J'ort!:imoll th wem do wil with h<.:r. Capt<lill 

Cook explains that he made no atlc m\ Jt to maintain a t\/'ccnt appe~'ranct- of morality 
when lying off 011e or the Pacific Islands, r,)r the ~ill;pll~ n.:.l!->Oll th <lt it \\,lS 1I~t:1es~ til 

attempt such a thing. 



CHAPTER XV 

VUELl.n'~ ; 

TilE custom of duelling prevailed during the whole of the eighteenth, and indeed 

more or less du ring the first half of the nineteenth , century. There arc men living 
now (Igoo) who can still remember the last fatal duel of 1845. when Lieutenant 
Seton was killed by Lieutenant Hawkey. There are not wanting some who lament 
lhe abolition of the duel; those who do so argue that the dange r of being call ed 
out demanded and cult i\'ated cardulncss of speech, counesy of manner, and imposed 
some checks on conduct. Ir it achic\'cd or encouraged these fino:! things, it certainly 
encouraged also the bully ; and it allowed c\'c ry public place to be filled with 

hdventurers who tried to get into Societ),. to marr}' an heiress, to be received as 
kentlemen, to exist by card.sharping, simply by terrorising the com pan}'. Fighting 
fi tzgerald, for instance, terrorised the committee of Uoodle's into elect ing him, 

after he had been blackballed , by le lling them understand that they would all have 
to fight him if he were blackballed again. The fighting captain was found at Balh, 
at Tunbridge \Vells, al all places where there were he iresses to carr}' off and the ir 
brothers to terrori se, Considering thi s fighting' captain: cons idering also the 
extreme uncertainty of the ordeal by battle; considering the danger of drawing 
a duel upon your head by any chance word, by any premeditated affront, by any 
Joss of tem per, we IllUSt feel that we are more easy in socie ty, now that we have 
no longer LO fear the duel. I n it s place we have the permanent cOlllmittee of 
arbitration-the committee of the club: 0. body which vis its offenders against 
honour by expulsion, a remedy which has proved, as far as we can understand the 
past, far more efficacious in the interests of good manners than the necessity of 
duelling and the point of honour, 

There were many important and interesting duels in the eighteenth century. 
\Vilkes, for instance, when he published his North B1'1"01t, ventu red more than a 
prosecution by the Government; he risked his life: some one was sure to make 
up a quarrel with him and to challenge him. H e fought Lord T albo t first and 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Maston, afterwards. The latter took up the 
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cause perhaps in a ll honesty and sincerity, perhaps as a useful rnove in the game 
of ambition. He insulted \Vilkes in the House and foug ht hi m in the Park. 

It was not thought unclerical for clL:rgymcn to fl 'hl duds. Onl' c1<:rgyman 
was killed in a duel with an officer; anOlhe r is said ( II nile's Ttlok Hook) to have 
been created a baronet and made a dean a fte r figh ting lhn~(' dw·i:-;, ,L third killed 
his lIlan withollt , according to the same authority. n :ceiv in(! ;tTl)' ccclt:;iia:.dc;1i ccnsun.;, 

Lord Falkland called his bosom friend, l\lr. POWf"lI ... Poge)'." Ilwn they 
quarr<.:lled and ki cked and cllffcd t!ac h o th l!r. I n the duel that followed Lord 

Falkland was killed . 
Pitt went ou t with 1\1 r. Tit!rnc), for chargi ng him wi th ob~ lrucling' the ddt!llccs 

of the country. Fox fOLlght :\Ir .. \dam of the \Var Or-lice. who tOok otft:!nct:! at 
certain strictures passed by Fox on the powder supplit.:d to the army. Canning 
fought Lord Castlereagh. 

"A duel too\:. place early th is morning bl.:twCCIl Lord Ca~t\crc:lgh :Illd \Ir. Canning, in which tht:: 
latter received :t wourd in the Ie It thigh ; it is nOt dangerous, being nh:rc1} ;1 ne!.h· .... ounr.!. T ho: 1no:\::!in,.; 

took pl:!.cc at Putney Ilcatl!. I.ord Y;Jrrlllluth 5c('onded I .or\! ('al;tkn:a,:h, ;\nd \Ir. R. E lli:. arC'JlllilJnletl 
~Ir. Canning. We undcnotand the)' fired by ~ignal, :1t the lIi;,tancc (.If to;ll y:trd~. The iip .. t mi~~o;d, and 
no explanation t:t\:'ing Vlace, the )" fired a second lime, when ~Ir. (':tnnin~ W;t.., .... ounckd in Iht: ldt Ihh:h. 
on thc outer :.ide of Ihe bone; and thu!. the affai r termin:t\ed. lie "as pm II1to a coach and C01l\l}cd 

to Gloucester Lodge, his nc\\'l)".purch:t~cd scat at Brompton, and Lord <::mlercagh returned I>J hIS huu~t: 

in SI. James's Square." 

Duds were fought everywhere-in J I)'de Park , in Ken:sington Gdrclens, in 
taverns, in the streets; but the fashionabl e placc \\',15 the Fi tld of the Forty f oot· 
steps behind t\Iontaguc H ouse, now the British ;\!ustu m, In Il yde Pdfk W;J :S 

fought the memorable duel between the J)ukc of Hamilton and Lord :\l ohull, On 
this occasion the Duke was wounded l1lorlall)" and dice! as hc was carried uff the 

ground. 
A great deal of rather cheap indignation has been expended over the prac t iLe 

of duelling. I t is true that thcre wcrc m:lIly duds fou~ht; but as <l l11all<: r of fac t 
there were ve ry few fat:ll duels, That of the Duke of I bmilton, of i\1 r. Chawonh, 
and a few morc nearly exhaust the list. Those who stood opposi te each other d t 

thirty paces could nOl, for the most parl, use a pistol at all; it is a wcapon wh ich 
requires a great deal of practice in order to be used \, ith t:!ffect ; the)' rai sed the ir 
arms and fired; the bullets hi ssed harmlessl), Over thei r heads ; or they fired in the 
air; or at the last moment they were reconciled. Still there was alway:s the danger, 
and when we consider that such men as Sheridan, \\,ilkes, Pill, Fox, and \\'elling ton 
had to imperil the ir valuable lives in this way, we may rejoice that the practice ha .. 
been abandoned, 



CHAPTER :\VI 

TWICE ROUi\'!) TilE CLOCI\ 

TilE little book called Lo1.U Lijr, written about the middle of the eighlcen lil century. 
offers a kind of catalogue of the lwellly.four hours, and of what was done in every 
one of them frolll midnight to midnight. It is a Illost uns<l \,oury lrnrta((>, because 
the author takes even too much pleasure in sparing hi s rC;'Idcr!) no single detail. 
nnd in dwelling upon everything that is most abominable in a cit)' which W;lS, and 
is. the most wicked city in the world. because it was-and is- the grc3ll;!Sl. The 
author has also adopted the trick. inven ted by one of those two worthies. his pre· 
dccessors, T om Brown and ~cd \\"ard , in which a thing done occasionall) and 
with the greatest possible secrecy. or ,I thing suspected but not proved. is entered 
confidently as a thing common and even universal. Thus, under the head of 
midnight, we b'lrn that a watchman takes fees from housebreakers for libert)' 
to commit burglary within his beat. at the same lime promising to give them 
noti ce if there is any danger of thei r being taken or distu rbed 1 Such a statemen t. 
with many others equdlly sweeping. must not be taken seriousl}'. I ( the practice 
had been common, the condition of things in Lumloll \\ould have been intoler
able; in a city of trade it would have been simply ruinous. The watch was 
(ar from effective-that is quite evident ; there wcrc doubtless cor rupt watchmen 
in the force; but this statement cannot possibly be accepted as com monly truc. 
This is only one example of hundreds equally doubtful and equally confident. 
t-.hking all deductions, however, the pamphlet contains a mine of wealth nowhere 
else to be found, on the mannt!rs and customs of London citizens on Sunday ; for 
we begin as the clock strikes twelve on Saturday night, and end as the dock 
strikes twelve on Sunday night. At midnight. then, of Saturday, the markets, late 
as it is, are still open; they are crowded with the wives of the working peoplc, 
who thus pick up what is left on the purveyors' hands at a cheap price. Tiltboats. 
that is, large vessels with an awning. which carried twenty or thirt)· passengers. 
put off at this hour from Billingsgate, bound for Gravesend if the tide served. 
I-louses that were left empty were seized upon by beggars and homeless vagabonds, 
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who made up beds of s traw upon the boa rds, and tore up the M • .IIr" and 1100rs 
and sold the wood to be cu t up for firing. The l <tpst<.:rs of {.(Vern s III d·c fidds 

brought home people too drunk , or too timid . to rt'lurn alun!.. The custom. 

prevalent fifty rears ago. o f unscrewing knocker .. and carryint,:" them ;;(f. was 

prac tised in 17 j9 under another fo rm ; the brave r Ollng ((·llows of thl' II "slJi ta ls 

and the I nns of Court wcnt about the streets" on th l.. l,md;1O thcir object was 
to find a watchma n asic(.'p in hi s chai r and to carry off bis s tilff ilnd lantern: scc' 
.. The Rake's Jlrowcss ,. in the d(~bau <.: h scene. \\'hen th~' m;lrket::> wert:: c1o ... cd ilt lit<.;t , 

the wOlllen "II gone horne. a nd the shops shut up. the j)lace Wit " in\'ildf'<i by poor 

people cn ll ed F inders ; lht:y came to carry olf wh;llcn:r in the na ture of food was 

left lying <lboU l o n the bulks or o n the ground. Th t.: blJlks nf <;hops in the s treds 

were in the summer tht: sleeping-places of mcn tlml boys \\ ho had I,een earning 
~n hones t penn)' by taking drunken nlt'n home or c~lrrying links. II f'n' qnc," a 

man with a deal hox undt' r his ann: ht~ looks ,d>Oltt him furtin:iy, tw shrink ... t fl 

the wall if an)' olle passes him; in the hox i ... thl' J-it..'ad body (If his infOint child, 

which he. proposes to hur), in lht:: fields ... 0 a<.; to escape lh.· l'an"h h'es, 

A t four o'clock in the morning Ihe strt.:e ts arc tole rably qULt't. Beggars go 

abou t borro\\ ing babies at 4d. a d;IY from the pa rish nur:;cs. in cou rt ~ and alleys. 

whe re there is on ly one wate r-tap fo r all the people. women J.:'c t up at four in order to 

secure, before the o ther:; come out . a supply for the whole of the wcck. Ht't\\cCIl 

five ;lIld six the church bells begin for tht: ca rl )' scn'icc tht: keeper ... of tilt ;lssts 

bring thtm out to bt milked for patien ts onlt.:red to drink asses' milk. at :;ix o 'duck 

the beggars come ou t with wads of st raw to si t upon. and ge t their :sMes drc:ssed 

and painted fllr the day. .\t sevt.:n o'c1ock the barbers' shops are cramnlcd. .-\t 

eigh t o'clock the shon s tages st.:l ou t jjl!t.:d with pt::oplt: for H .unpstcad. H ornsey. 

Richmo nd, Epping Fores t, and other summer resorts. 

From nine to tt.:n the tC<l-g-ardens near lOwn arc filled with young fdlo \\ s and 

liwir gi rl s taking tea and coffee, tell ing stories, imitat ing ilctnr~. repeat illg !m'e songs, 

and ea ting roll s and bUlle r. A crowd of people. gathtr tn <.;cc thl' Lord ~1a )'o r 

anend service at St. Paul's in hi s s tate coach , the churcht:s an: tilled with fashion· 

able people ; many of the lad ies carr)' lap-dogs to church with them. "Fine [illS. ' 

says the author, .. rich brilliants. wh ile hand~. ell\'iou~ e)t:s, and enamelled snuff

boxes, art: di splayed in most pbces o f d l\' inc worship.' The" organ-hunte rs "

those people, namel)" who go to church in order to hear the o rg.tu-run about from 

one church to another ; after service the o ld womell a re accosted by idle apprentices 

who ha\'c been playing in the s trt:ets o r in the churchyard, ilnd are asked to give the m 

the text. They must take home the tex t in order to satisfy their masters th,H ther 

have been to church. Clerks and im pecunious pe rsons o f a ll kinds l.lke their" half

pints and dumplings " in the tavern-kitchcns of Flee t Sut:ct. Dinner-time with the 

common people is noon. 
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Tn the afternoon those citizens who have gardens outside the walls walk out 
with their wives and children, intending to take tea or punch, and to come home 
laden with flowers "for beau pots." The merchants. meantime, do as much 
business on Sunday as on any week-day. I n the morning they meet in Cornh ill 
on the south side of [he Exchange, or in the porch of St. Mary-Ie- Bow, or on the 
Custom-House Quay; or they lock themselves up in their country houses with a 
bottle-always that bOllle-working out schemes for prohl. In the evening they 
crowd the taverns about the Exchange ; they drink. and they transact business. 
In the afternoon office-keepers of the theatres go round the \Vest End streets 
telling the residents what pieces will be played next day. In the summer evening 
all the places of reson are crowded; the stree ts are filled with noisy people, half 
drunk. whooping. pushing, and figh ting. Early in the evening gaming-tables at 
Charing Cross begin to fill with bullies, fools, and games ters. People of fashion 
leave off gambling in order to take supper. 

At midnight one-third of London is fast asleep and almost penniless. 
Such is the picture, deprived of its grosser leatures, of London from hour to 

hour on a Sunday in I i59. It may be regarded as a picture of the limes, or as a 
picture of Sunday as it was spent shortl y before the g reat Evangelical movemem of 
the eighteenth cen tury. It would be easy LO conclude from these pages that there 
was absolutely no religion left in the Ci ty. All the world are in the fields- at tea
gardens, hunting ducks. sitting in taverns, getting fuddled ; the merchant carries 
on business as much on the Sunday as on any other day; the public gaming-houses 
are open in the evening; the tavern bell s ring as loudly as the church bells. But 
it would be foolish to accept this picture as true. The churcht:s, as we have seen, 
opened their doors to early service. to morning, afternoon, and evening services; 
the chapels were thronged with quiet worshippers; the mas ters sent their app rentices 
to church. But, this writer g ives us to understand, Sunday was a general day of 
amusement . \Vell , Sunday has a lways been, except for a brief spell of Puritan 
rule, a day of amusement. Under the ancient fai th the people attended mass in 
the morning and amused themsel ves in the afternoon ; it was the traditional, time
honoured custom to make of Sunday not only a holy day but also a holiday. We 
may be quite sure that the account of L ow L~fe was accepted by the readers of 
the time not as a " desecration" of Sunday, but as a legitimate way of spcnding the 
day , save thal the people should have gone to church in the morning. The 
Evangelicals brought back the Puritan Sunday, and , if they did not fill thc churches 
they at least emptied the taverns by the simple method of keeping their doors 
closed. 

Taken as . a picture of the times, it shows the people rising far earlier than is 
now the practice even on a summer morning ; it shows a stupendous amount of 
drinking ; and it seems to show- but on this subject one must be very cautious of 
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drawing conclusions-a much g reater proportion of vagabonds, link-boys, pick
pockets. and thieves than we can now boast. It also shows in parts ol1liltcd that, 
as has been already remarked, the woman in scarlel was everywhcrc. ,iiI da~' long: 
in the tea-ga rdens at six in the morning: at evening- tide in thc Park , in the 
afternoon a t Bagnigge and Sadler's \Vells; in the night -house at ten . All 
through the l;!iglnct!lllh century she is everywhere; all through ,he century the 
writers love to talk about he r ; and they g ratify that desi re by a~sumjng the 
garb, which they wear awkwardly, of the moralist who dcplon.:s and the Christian 
who exhorts. 



C HAPTER X\,II 

MEDICINE 

TIJl~ eighteenth century witnessed a complete revolu t ion not ani), in surgery nnd 
in medicine, but also in the condi tions under which the medical profession was 

conducted. At the begin ning of 1h(; cen tury physicians wcre held in great 
respect ; fashionable physicians. such as Radcliffe <'Ind Mend. made large incomes; 
apothecaries. who had hitherto conhnt=d themselves to the compounding and 
making up of drugs, werc endeavouring to prc~cribc on their own account: 
surgeons, inferior to both apodwcary and physic ian. were members of the 
Company of Barber Surgeons. They could onl), operate, except for the less 
importan t cases, in the presence of a physician; amI in a hospital they could 
prescribe nothing for their patients without the permission and sig ll il tur t! of a 

physician. 
In 1687 the College of Physicians rcsolved, but not unanimously. to prescribe 

for the poor without fee; they fitled li p and opened a Dispensary in their College. 
Vv'arwick Lane. The apOlhccaries raised the g reatest opposition: they would not 
make up the physicians' presc riptions; they refused to call them in for consultation. 
The physic ians fell back upon their Charte r and prosecuted an apothecary for 
attending and prescribing for a sick man. They won their case, but afterwards lost 
it by a decision of th t: House of Lords. The quarrel gave rise to Garth's poem 
of The DispmsaY),. Dryden also had a word to sa}' about the apothecaries:-

" From files a random reCipe they take, 
And man)' deaths rrom onr prescription make 
(;arth, G'enerou;, as his muse, prescribes and G'i\'e~ 
The shopman sells lind uy tlestruction li\·cs." 

The Physicians' Uispcl1sary was closed in I i24. Both sides won : the apothe
caries con tinu~d to presc ribe; the physicians. however, convinced the wo rld that 
the presc ri ptions of those who had no science wcre dangerou!. things. 

The Guild of Surgeons, apan from lhat of the Barbers, e1ales from 1345. 
They were incorporated wilh the Barbers in 1540. I n the same }rear the 
Company obtained lhe right of practising dissection. The Surgeons broke off 
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111 '745. A t first they had great difficulty in keeping: tht~ir S',CiCI) wgclhl.:f 
In 1790 it collapsc:d, hUl \\, ,15 found ed .. gaLll III I SOO :t ... th,· I{fly.d Cn!Jegl' of 

Surgeons of London : the tide bcint:' changt:d in I};_I~ to thdl (,I lilt' I~O\'al 

College of Surgeons of England. 
The onl), hospitals of London .:1t the Lcginninf; 0 1 tht: Ct'ntuf} \\cre ~t. 

Thomas's. Sl. Barlhololllc\~, HClhldwl1l , and Bridcwdl-tht: I<lo:;t \\,IS occasionally 
used as a hospital. There were also the two .. Pt'sthou<;('s ' of l'insLury and 
\\'cstminslcr. Guy 't; Il ospital wit!; opcnt.::d in 1725, the \\'eslll1inst(~r I>is!'t:nsarr 
(aftcn\ilrds ll ospilal) in Jir9 ; the London Ilospila i. \\hich also began a<; (l 

dispensary, in '740; St. George's HosIJilal opened :is an I nfinnarr in 1 i 33, the 

'1. 1,\111110 '",\\1.\\, II' .11\\ 

t, "'11"'" I'" 1,.1.0.1 • It I'., ,. 1 \1., I ': 

:\liddlcsex in 'i~S ; the City of London Lying-In ll ospital In 'i70: tht: Lock 

Hospiwl. li~6; !:it. I. lIkc's. 'is' ; QUt"("n Charlotte'!; L)in).! -ln llospital. 1752: 
the Small-Pox Il ospit:!l in li46 . • lIlt.l other ... 

The list is creciitJ.blc to the phiLlIlthropy of the coull try. 

At a timc when everyhody who belonged to a reputabl (, and recognised 

culling procla imed his profession or his c rafe hy his dress. it is no t surprising 

tha t physicians should Wl'ar a g~'rb which distingllished thclll. I Ii .. profession 

was known by his ample wig--a physician. according to Fielding. CilO no more 

prescribe wilholll a full wig than without a fcc-by his black velvet coa t, and 

by the gold-headed canc which carried in Lilt! ball the preventive against inft:!ction. 

The ir manner was always onc of studied gravit), and solemnity, as if the)' were 

profoundly impressed, as they ought to be, with the responsibili ty of their calling j 
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their walk, thei r speech, their face, their eyes were composed to the same 
gravity. A coach was indispensable if a young man professed to be il fashionable 
physician; a treatise on some special disease or fashion in treatment was equally 
indispensable if one would get Oil. Such a treatise was in tended not so much 
to ad\'ance medical science as to call atten tion to the great learning of the write r. 
Physicians, for the moSt part, thought it best to keep aloof from the common 
herd : ther seldom frequented coffee·houscs, and maintained by the ir seclusion 
something of the mystery which had forme rl y associated medicine , .... ith sorcery, 
or at least astrology. There were exceptions to this rule of separation. Mead, 
ArbuthnOl, Garth, f'rei nd frequented society- at least. literary society ; later on. 
Or. Buchan actually received his patien ts a t the Chapter Coffee-house. and 
prescribed for them. it appears, in the presence uf the whole company. 

The physician was often a scholar -perhaps it is safe to say that the 
fashionable physician was always a scholar ; for the simple reason that the 
manners required of a succp.s'ifu l physician ::ln1ong the aristocracy could not be 
assumed or achieved by an unlettered quack. \Ve find, therefore. such physicians 
as those mentioned above not only belonging to the best circles of the town. 
but also scholars, collectors, antiquaries, numismatists. lovers of painting and 
[atllary , lovers of music. lovers of books. l\ Iead. Radcl iffe . f're ind. Sloane, 

iVoodward, Hunter, all made great collections of books, anatomical and medical 
~bjects, and antiquities. They were accused of thinking too much of thei r 
collections and too little of their patien ts. "Their inattention," says Rouquet, 
{heir contemporary ... is sometimes of incalculable value to the patienl." Mead. 

whose practice is said to have brought him in £7OCXJ n rear, began to collect 
when he first began to practise. H e lived succe~-sively at Stepney, in Crutched 
Friars, in Austin Friars, in Bloomsbury. and in Great Ormond Slret-'t. where the 
Children's Hospital stands. In his garden behind the house Dr. f\lead erected 
a building fo r his collections and for his books. the latter numbering 10,000 

volumes. 
The name of 'Ganh recalls his poem called The DispwsalJI. Garth was 

also a good scholar: he pronounc(,->(! a Latin ora tion in the old College of \Va rwick 
Lane before the assembled facul ty in 1697, which brought him g reat reputation; 
it was Garth, too, who pronounced the Funera l Oration over the body of Dryden 
in \Vestminster Abbey. Arbuthnot is better known as a writer than as a 
physician. Blackmore aimed at being a poet. Sloane is called by Young the 
" foremost LOyman of his time." Radcliffe founded the g reat li brary at Oxford. 
Akenside was a physician. Golds~l i lh liked to be called the Doctor. Smollctt 
was a physician. 

I have mentioned the Gold·headed Cane. There is preserved in the li brary 
of the College of Physicians the cane which passcll in success ion from Radcliffe 
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to I\ lead: from Mead to Askew: from Askew to Pitcairn ; and from Pitcairn to 
Baillie; then it slopped and was presented to the College. Of all the cighteenth
century ph)'sicians it is lO l\ l ead thal \\t;! turn as the mo!.t plco.Isant . . L'> \\1 :11 a,> 

the most remarkable figure. He was g-rantcd length of dil)'" ;I '" \\t'll <I!> great 
succcss; he li\'ed in the best society; he brought dignil)" to th~ prort:s~ion, and. 
in the words of Johnson, ., he lived 1110rc in the broad sunshine of lift: than almost 
an)' man, " 

As regards the tcntative and experimental nature of medicine. the strange 
remedies still ill USt:, the ckmentar}' condition of surgcrr.-I cannot dc~tI with 
them here. I con tent myself with showing the formal and ccr<.:rnoniolls war in 
which a physician conducted the simIJlcst operation. I rake the simple operation 
of bleeding. then commonl), prescribed for a fevt:'r. for a fit . for a drunken slupor, 
or for lOt girrs attack of melancholy. First of ;.111. if it wa~ done in the presenct; 
of a physician. it must be done by a surgeon. Poor people. howc\"cr. wert:: con
tent to go to an apolhecar},. or even to a barber. SOlllctinll'!o. it was performed 
on the neck; in the case of a woman. however. this' was seldom the place cho'ien, 
because even the sligh t puncture of a lancet mig-ht make a uistiguring- mark. 
The arm was therefore chosen. 

They began b)' throwing a handkerchid over the patient'S head. so that she 
should see nothing of the blood. Then the physician placed a ball of worsted 
in the patient's hand. \\'hen she pressed it. the \'cins of the arm swelled. 'I he 
physician then look the basin. Br long practice he knt:w eXilcdr ho\\ far the 
fOllntain of blood would spring forth: the surgeon just touched wi~h his lanctt 
a blue vein; the jct of blood leaped ou t ; the physician caught it de.xterousl),. so 
that not a single drop was spilled. II is task was to order the stop of the blood
IClling when the proper amount had Leen taken. I n cases of fcver ther took 
eight ounceS- lWO and a half for health and five and a half for fever: this was 

called bleeding ad dcfi:clioncJII. because the p<ltient generally fainted from loss of 
blood ; or ad p!tuum 1'lv/(lII-a full bleeding. T arax;J.clL1Il was then administered, 
with Rhenish wine, or broth in which borage had becn steeped. 

The apothecaries in the poort!r parts of the town acted as g'encral practitioners 
.IS well as <Iruggists. wht!llce <-lrosc the custom, ou t of sdr-defencc, for tht! qualified 
general practitioner to make up and dispense his own medicines. 

The richer sort called in the physician; the surgeon operated under the 
direction of the physician; the apothecary made lip the prescriptions of the 
physirian. Many apothecarit!s enjo)'ed <l great local reputation and obtained a 
large practice. The most formidabl e rival. however, of the physician was the 
he rbalist, the wise woman who underslOod the qualities and properties of the 
common wild he rbs, and, with her sagt! and dandelion, bo..1.sl(·d that she administered 
to sick people with ,IS much success as the College of Physicians \\ ith thei r drugs. 
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The midwife exercised her (ullctions wilhom calling in the aid of the doctor j the 

bonesetter practised his or her trade without the help of the su rgeon. 
It must be confessed that it was a g-rcal lime for the quack. He had nont: of 

the modesty of his successor, who sometimes owns that there arc disorders which 
his medicines will nOl cure. He of the eighteenth century boldly claimed that he 
could cure everything. Sometimes his medicines took the fOfm of diet, as wht!11 one 
learned person recommended stewed prunes and colel water as a universal medicine; 
sometimes it was a specific. as that of Dr. John Hill, who made a concoc tion of 
dock, sage, and valerian which cured every thing; or it was tar water, recommended 
by the learned Bishop Berkeley. 

The career of the famous Dr. Graham is in teresting as a lesson in the power 
of bum bug. Certainly people who would believe in D r. Graham would believe in 
anybody. This is very easy to say. but we must remember that the most absurd 
pretensions when they are set off by a commanding figure, by an imposing manner, 
by a persuasive voice, losr. nine-tenths of their absurdity. James Graham made 
his first appearance in the year 1780. He took a house on the Adelphi Terrace; 
adorned it externally wi th a large gi lt sun; inscribed on the front the legend Temp/11m 
Aescu/apio Sarrum; furnished the house with splendou r, all the walls being hung 
with mirrors; and gave lectures cyer)' night on his new discovery of restoring health 

and vigour by means of cleClri ci t),. Crowds of people altended, though they had 
Ilo pay two guineas each for a simple lecture. At the conclusion a girl was revealed 
standing in a recess with a curtain in fron t. She was the Goddess of Health, and 
she stood before the audience naked, but adorned with all the charms that properl}' 
belong to that Illost lovely or goddesses. 

Graham became famous and made money. He rcmoved from the Adelphi to 
Schomberg I louse, Pall Mall; here he continued hi s lectures, the charge for which 
he presently had to lower, little by liltle, till the twO guineas became half-a-crown. 
Thc T emple. 0'" H ealth was next converted into an evening promenade, at one 
shilling admission. The ch ier object of allraction was the Cdcslial tied, a four
poster standing on glass legs, by means of which children or the most perfect beauty 

could be begotlt!n. It is even sa id thal he charged £500 a night for the use or 
this bed. Of course he produced his universal specific, and he obtained large sums 
for the bottles of his" Elixi r of Life." As he certainly fell immediately arterwards 
into g reat poverty, we may conclude that he sometimes LOok less than £500 a 
night for his bcd, and th;ll he offered large discounts for hi s " Elixir of Life." 

People grew tired of both, and lert off visiting the Temple. He then cook 
another house-in Panton Street- and lectured on bathing ill earth; he delivered 
the lecture sitting. with his Goddess of Health beside him, both up to the chin 
in earth. After this he fdl into difficulties. H is goddess left him; his creditors 
pursued him ; be retired into the country. H e seellls to have becomc a studem 
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at the U niversity o f Edinburgh : one of hi s former friends g<IH: him an ar.nUllY 

of £50 a yea r. and in J 794 he died in Edinburgh. 
\Vc also n.:ad of one Doctor Brodum, by which name is (ksignatc.:d it 

notorious quack of the lime. l ie was originally the valet of a F n.:nch QU.:1d., 
from whom he learned some Ill cdic;l ] j::lr~on, On the stn.:ngth of this. ,ll1d of two 
sc ie nt ific discoveri es o f the g reates t bcndit to mankind-the" :\crV(lll!J Conkd," 
and the" Uotanical Syrup "-he set up for himsel f and d id well. To tlll'..,C l\\u 

boons a nd blessings he subst!qucl1tly addcJ his" Baumc de "it-, " <lnd his" T ca 
fo r P rolong ing Life, " li e further c nr ich(;(\ the medical lite r,lw rt: of the ((llImrr 

by hi s Guide 10 Old .--J,t:", l ie ob tainc.:d rt deg ree fro m i\bt,;rdc(;n~- I know not 

whether the s t:lte lll l::n t i!> intended ns a charge that :\berdet:n habitually "'(lld 
d iplomas to quacks-~lOd took a hOllse in London. 

Another quack o f the tlr:.t water uecamt: famolls under the nal11c of I >r. 
Solomon of Live rpool. H e, tOO, wrote books in prdi!>c of his own !>pecilic~: his 

Cllide 10 lleallil laid man y in the::ir gr<l.n;s. ant! his" .-\nti- I mpt'tigines "-skin 
eruptions-and ;, Cordial Balm " proved mon.: ustrlll il1 kct:ping down the popul'Hiun 
than the war itselr. 

T he writer before us doe!> not speak of I k Graham. 13m h<.: pa~ s a dl~ ... t..;r\,l'd 
t ribute to the celebrated Perkins. who introduced to the coun t r), the .\lct,dlic 
Tractors. One is surprised that a credulous public ('\'cr ~dlowet! th t· .\It:tallic 
T ractors to die. H o wever. we have !>(:cn the dcl)' of the elec tr ic bc!t. The 
tractors werc twO pieces of metal drawn sluwly over the Ilarl affccu;!d. p or 
rheumatism, gou t, scia ti c", lumbago. picu ri s)'. :tud such diseases. tht tractors \\'f"rc 
simply sovereign . T he o WIH;:r of this tliscun.:rr sold his two bi ts or me t,d for 

five guinc<ts. 

The memory o f th e tracto r survi ves, bu t th,1l of :,\1 r. Huzaglo. prt:sumabl)' an 
It<tlian, has perished . Yet thi s mall of science cured gOllt, rilt'ulllatism, ,Lnd lumbago 
in an hou r- actually ill an hOLLr! of however long !-.t,mding. \r"sted c.tln:s he 

restored to the ir pristine fulness of llesh in a few thys. Patients could. if they 
pleased. agree for it perfect cure, by the mOllth. by th e rea r, or for life. 

On the gen e:: ral question of credulity in quacks and no:.trUTllS, pcrlu~s there 
was not morc faith than would bt;, and is. fou nd to-day. The man Graham was 
cleve r enough to offer the town an exhibition, which w as, to 5..1.)' th t! least, interest

ing. The re a re always people who have found the regular qualified doctors unable 
to resto re tbe vigou r of you th, or to drivt: a\\'ay disease incurable::; such people 
are always ready to t ry a new nostrum, or a new method, not 50 much in faith as 
in hope-very s ligh t hope, in mos t cascs, th.'ll there may be something in it. These 
are the pri ncipal reasons why lluack::; in all aces mee t with success which is gener:dly 
ephemeral. A few o f the eighteenth-century nostrums are st ill remembered, and, 

I believe, used at thc present da),. T o try one nost ru m after another. when the 
J6 
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regular physicians have fa ilcd, does not necessari ly indicate credulil r, so much as 
despair. At this vcr); day if another Grdha lll were to arise, and, like him, promise 
to show the way to a hundred ycars or lire and health, he would lind as many 

t:ager and hopeful followe rs as ran afte r him in I iSO. 

The following is a contemporary charac ter of a quack :-
. 

"His s,1gachy is remarkable, for he hath found out :11l art both to conceal hi~ ow n ignol':l ll(,c, 
and impose on that of other folk !> to II is own ad\'anmgc; his prime atre and Srcalc~t concern is, 10 
gel the names of discasc~ 1\ "hoUl hook, and a ucad-roll of rattling terms of art, which he dC~lrcs only 
10 rcmember, not to understand, so thaI he has more hard words Ihan a juggler, and uses Ihem to the 
s:!mc purpose, "iL 10 amusc and Ueguile the mobile, first of their scnseN, and neJo:I of Ihclr lX'n~. 
Thus when people acquaint him with their grid, and their ills, though he knoll' what the disea!\e is no 
more than a horse, he Idls Ihem 'tis a scorbutick humour, caused U)' a denuJo:lon flom the os S.1(: rum 
affllClmg the diaphragm and cricoary thenoidal muscles, Jll oct:cding from Ilt'als and colds, with which 
the poor souls an: auundantly s,1tisficd, and wonder hc should hit upon thei r distellllK:r !in eX:lrtl~·. 

He undertakes to spy out di!>cases whilst thc)' arc )ct lurking in their n:motcst causc~; has an eJo:ce llcnl 
talent in l>crsuading wc\1 rlCoplc the} arc sick, nnd by giving them his tr:lsh "crifics Ihe prediction :lIId 
is sure to make them so. When he \\'.3lks the streets (""hien i~ \l'ilh :t Spanish gra\ it}'l, if he lights 
upon :I. wc\l·drcs5Cd woman, with n chIld III her arms, he Stops on a sudden. and, clapping his hand 011 

his breast to witnclis his sillcerit)', cries, "Ah, s\\eet babe, whllt pil)' 'tis it should be lost for want of 
\Iookin~ after !" The good dallle being frighted, a confederate thaI follo\\'s comes up and a,ks \\'h:lt 
the gentlcman said. Then he tells the womall that he knows this gentleman 1,)' sight. and Ihal he is 
jone of the ablest uocl()r!> in the kingdom, e!>pecially {or ..... omen :lnd children, and \odthal :wquaints her 
WJlh hi s lodging. A\I'ay troops she nCJo:t morning and purchasc,; nOt only a dose for her rhild, hilt for 
'hersel{ 100, {or I neH'r }'et kncw a female but nil'd soillethi ng when sh~ f'31lle in presenCe of a donor." 
I 

J n a collection or old London signs and i.lI.h'ertiscmellts issued by 1\1 r. 
F. Cornman in 1891 and 1894. lhe re are several which illustrate the sale and 
ci rcuhllion of quack medicincs in lhe cighteel1lh cClllury. I take them withollt any 
order, Thus." At the sign or . The A nodyne Necklace,' over agains t Ue\'er!:!ux Courl, 
wilhou t TempI!:! Bar," could be obtained D r. S),denham's .. Experimental Observa

t ions on the Gout," given g rati s with a picture or a sufferer, his foot on a slOol. his 
II hole. leg swathed with flannel, his meclicine in a boltle on a table ready for use, and 
his crutcht:s for walking. At the sanlt: place cOldd be obtained the ,. Great Diure t ick 
Cleanser for \ Vcaknesses," priced at 5S. the bottle, with a picture of a weak man 
sitting dolefully on a table: "Purging Sugar Plums, " adven ised 10 be without 
mercury " the Pretli est contrived Medicine for Families." Il ere, tOO, because it is 
good desipcn ill loro, could be procured gr.tt is, a book upo n Noses, containing 
remarks "on the long High Roman Nose (as was the rashion in K ing Wi ll iam's 
Daycs) ; on the Bottle Nose: the S nub ~ose; the L iul t: Conte mptuous G rinni ng 
Turned-up Nost:; the Short Cocking Nose; the Thin Pinch'd-in Nose: the Reel 
Nose; and on those who have lost their Nose" (perhaps lhe book was chiefly 
designed as a consolation for the las t un rortunates). H ere was published, also lO be 
hOld gratis, a "Treat ise on Ague and Intermitting r eve rs," with a pictu re of a Ill an in 
night-dress complete,-1·.t'., gown, cap, and while slOck ings,-sitt ing beside a roa ring 
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nre. A t the same establ ishment cou ld he found .. Seven useful Oiscourst-S on 

Physical Neck laces for F ilS and Child ren's Teeth, Tr<lced up [() [jOO )"I·ar ... .'· J\[ 

the sign o f " The Anodyne Neck lace" lived the LL1llOU't Ur. Chamlwr1,lin in th,' )-('<tr 

17 29. I-li e; sign is given in two (orms a'i rc prc:.t:nted oek,,,, 
1\ lrs. Cartt: r, an oculiM, lived at thf' sign of lh~' .. H unt! :lncl Ey (;" till- h,I11(1 

represented by a finge r dexterously maniplILtting' tht· ('r/' l>r U.lrk. <.!t.;l1ti ... t to 
Charles I I .. lived in Fountain COllrt. Strand, at til(' .. ign of thr- .. Sun and E~r, \\lth 

the mottO" Po.'/ ,\ "ubilll Pllfdms." Thi .. wa'i in li:![, \\hcn Chnrk ... h<l<.1 Lwt'tl ilt'ad 
th irty- four rears. Dr. Cla rk. the rdore.:. wa <; then <LChdIlCl.:d in p·ars. ,\ " Spt:cdy 
Curt.: for Agues of all Sort,," \\I\S to be had of \\"illiam Uenman al .. rh~ (;uldt:n 

I\fECK 
"h\I.~11".IIf.'q '\., Jill IH,H .. !\' J"I'\"\,ll I,ll<; 

I.,·", ,,·m. 'I""T,'.','" ,I' '.f, , ,~,( •• Il, ,~, .. "I 

,11,If.Mlh! 11 .. :><1 I~ ., I I If. ,'.'lI"~\" J''''~''\I Ii:" 

, f"~' \-""'f Ill~,',,,u,,~, ~/I ';J~ l~~'/,·~ Il ~" .,1, 

L./\C I.' L. 

Ball ," nea r I I yele Park Corne r, "iLnd no where else "-one might thl'rerore cillch nn 

ague in the F ulham ;\ I:t rshes and get it cllre;:u wi thout g-oin{4 f.mher than If rdt! Park 

Corn l:!!'. H ung;lrr \Valcr was sold a t the" BLick Bo)' and COIl1l", " next door to the 

Pas try Cook's, Lucib'll lt: J-I il l. A su rgeon's sign \\'a~ the Golden Ball ami .-\corn ; 
trusses we re sold at the " Blackamoo r and Truss," Bartholomew Close; the 

"Speci rlck UOll1 S," price IS., could only be bouglll of Mr, Greeg, uooksellt!r. nex t 

to North u mbtrla nd H ouse, Srr<.lnd he gil\'e, as well, for not hing. a n account o f 

thi s g reat discovery i the" G ra nl! Angelica," or tht: .. True Scots Pills," left to 

poste rity by Dr, Pa tri ck Anderson, were raith fully prepared by is<lbelJa Inglish 
at the ". U nico rn " over agai nst the \\ '<l u..:hhouse llC'Jr the l\lar Pole, Slri.lnd; 

persons whol11 D r. Cham berla in. a t thl:! "Golde ll A nodyne," could not Cll re, 

might repair with confidt! ll cc to J. C. K elly at the" G olden Gallon," t hree doors 
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without Temple Bar. This great man would effect a cure in fOrly-eight hours. 
Those who were troubled with tht" itch could bu), .. of the author," Dr. Rock, his 
infallible liquor at the sign of the" Hand and Face," \Vater Lane, Blackfri:1rs; if 
Dr. Rock's infallibility proved, for once, a breaking reed. there was Pille, at Dr. 
llmeman's warehouse, Bow Church Yard, who made and sold, in tin boxes, a "G rand 
Antidote," Tansies were also made by Peler Rartlet at the" Golden null." in Sl. 
Paul's Churchyard. The "G rand Cathartick, or Great Restorer of Healt h," was 
made and sold at the ;, Black Boy'o on Lonuon Bridge ; the "Original Grand 
Elixir" (if the Grand Calhanick failed) could be had at the" quire's Head," Jewin 
Street, Cripplegate. Dr. Tipping, at the" Cherubim's I lead," J lalf 1\10011 Street, 
Strand, offered his" Original and only True Pleasant Cord ial, " each boule being 
decorated with a coat-of-arms, presumably Tipping's own; Cox, 011 the other hand. 
gave away his coa t-of-arms in a decoration to his" I ncstimable Angelical TinclIIre ,. 
;ll the Golden Ball, Nicholas Lane. Lombard Street; the .. Pecloria! Drops of Dr. 
Bateman were sold at Ewer's warehouse, 130w Churchyard. aL the sign of the" Bo."lr·s 
Ilc<l.d "- thc.sc were patent; while 1\lr. Cooper at the Great Toy Shop. Corner 
(If Charles Court, Hungerford l\larkcl, kept for sale that .. Tripple Pill ." which was 
the stand-by 01 so Illany faithful believers. Drop~)r and Rheumatism were cured 
by the same great practitioner, Dr. Rock. who has been mentioned above, He was 

I
l10t above selling other people's preparations, and rccommtnded Pitcairn's "Purging 
Elixir." .. Tar water" could be had anYV"'here; ,. hemlock pills." with an inrusion or 
ground ivy. scabious. and speedwell. were greatl y respected by many: "egg liquor." 
which was simply water with an egg beaten up in it. was recommended for 
the pal sr. 

The scare or the Resurrection man belongs st ri ctI), to the close of the eighteenth 
century, when the practice or disseclion increased at all tbe medical schools, and the 
demand for subjects never ceased. Theil it became known that men Illade a living 
by robbing the g raves, and the indignation of the people was only equalled by their 
horror. First, watchmen wcre set to guard the burial g rounds: this bccamt:. useless, 
hecau~e. as might have been expected, they were bribed by the Resurrection men. 
Then the rriends or the deceased sat up to Walch the g ravc. This was efficacious so 
long as they continued to watch. But it is not pleasant to sit in a damp burial 
ground all through a cold night. The friends soon went home. Then the 
Resurrection men came again. The)' could get a body out of a g rave , cover all up 
again. and have the body sa re in their cart, in less than rorty minutes. A vcry 
odd branch or the proression was thc getting of leeth. One man followed the 
English Ann)' abroad-was it Spain ?-and rrom the he.1ds of the dead on the field 
of battle drew lceth, which he brought to England and sold for £300. 

The money made by robbing the graves was really incredible. In October, at 
the beginning of lenn, a Resurreclion man was paid hy ..1 certain hospital a retaining 



~I ED I C I NE .1 i:; 

fee of £5°, and received. in addition, the ~um of nine gUlIlca .. (II 1\'TI\"(' ~uillt· .. s (IIr 

every body that he brought to the hospital. 
O n the 13th of r. l arch li98 a ha<.:k ncy coach wa~ found s!;'LlHling- ill a \t'r> 1-'lrI~ 

hour near the i\lclhodisl Buri:!! Ground (\\·hit(I<:I<.I .... 'I alwrnallt·) in till' T OIl"nhitfll 
Coun Road, with till' clt!ad hody of;1 child in it. .\n ,!I"rm was ;.!'in~n, and ,I '..!"J\I r.d 
search was T1l<ldc in the ground. when the disagrr·(·ablf· di<';{'(')1 cry \\ tL"i madi~ th.Ll;1 ~rt'dl 

num ber of bodies hau h('cn rcmoved by the Resurrection mcn for dissl"ctiflll, It 
mus t be n!mcmlJ{'rcu LiWl the Tabcrn<lch . .: thcn stood almost in th1: fidd,.,. with ft \\ 
houses be tween it and St. Giles'.>;. while opposite lily a broad "lrdeh of ()p(~n fidds, 
covered with ponds and ditches. whc1"(' pri/c+fi.c:hts and spons \\\:re hdJ Oil "';'JllI.l.IYs. 
but which Wert.: deserted during the rest of the week, (5j('j' '\PI,cndix \',1 
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lI~TIILEIIEM ROYAL Hos rlTAL 

Till:: rcligiolls house of Sl. !'o l ary of Bethlehem has been already considered. l lenr), 
V II I. gramcd tht:: place to the City as a ho!'.pital for lunatics. and the Proctor 
to the Hospital was licensed by Edward VI. to beg within the counties of 
Lincoln, Cambridge, the City of London, and the Isle of Ely. for thi s hospital. 
In the reign of Elizabeth Iht' church and ch<lpe1 were taken down and hOllses 

built in their place. I II 1557 the Ilwnagemcm of thi s hospital was united \\ jth 
tjI1tlt of Bridewdl, under the same managemen t. The 1I 05pitili for LUllatic~ at 

Chafing Cross was also transferred to thi s place. 
I The new 13(-thlche m was built on the sOllth side of what is now l allcd 

f insbury Square. T his was in the year 1675- It was open to th e: publiC as 
;til exhibi tion, and for two hundred yenrs it was a common prac tice to go to 
Bethlehem in o rder to see the lunatics, as one of the sights of London, Payment 
~as made for admission, and a considerable addition- as much as [,400 " )'car
acc rued to the rc\'e l1 ues of th l: place by this e ntrance fee. The hospital could accom
modate '50, and when it was found in '799 too small and tOO ill -contrived, the Com
mittee bought a site of nearl), twelve acres in 51. George's r-idd:., Lambeth. covering, 
among other places, the ground on which s tood the gardens and houses called the 
.. Dog and Duck," one of the most disreputable places in the suburbs of London. 
The new building was completed in ,8 ' 5. It consis ts of an Ionic pan ico in the 
front, and a cen tre with advanced wings. The front is nearly 600 feet long 
and is su rmountt'd b)' a loft), dome. T he dome was built after the rest of the 
building in order to provide a chupd for the hospi tal, which before had none. 
The hospital can now hold 450 patie nts, but the ave rage number is not more 
than 250. \ Vi th in, the house is furni shed comfortably and even luxu riously. 
On the male s iclt: [here a rc smoking rooms, billiard rooms, music rooms, and 

sitting rooms. On the fe male side the re arc sim ilar conveniences. The re are 
also lecture rooms and a thea tre and la rge gardens. The old prac ti ce of restraint 
with manacles and strait-waistcoats, etc., has long since vanished c lll irely before 
modern treatment. Kindness alone is the me thod of the present dilY. 

Compare the present treatme nt with that of the cigh tet:llth cClllury. I n the 

'" 
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rea r 18 15 a Committee of the I-louse of Commons " .1<; .lppOilllCd l') "J;.lmllll; 

into the conduct ,wei management of BClhldll'll1 11 (ISI,i l.tI. \ \ ',. Ill.l} ''><;llOlI' 
that no changr: h"d bt.'c li made '> ITlCC the 11"\\ ' c:c.:ntun" l'f·~.Itl. \lIlf,IIL. nth"r 

th ings, the}· found in one (If lht! ... ide room .. 

•• ,\ huut le n I~Jtu.;nl~, l':lf:h • haincd II) onc arm nr k~ II II.,. 1'0'.111, til .. ,1,,111\ ,j1l')wHl~ Ih. III 111 r~ 
1{. ~ tanll up II} Ihe IA'neh Il r (orlll Ihed \.1 the \\'all. or II, ~II d,," n '"l it. J or \!r~,.". ,",11 h I Jd "nl) 

\\11111" '''III<I~ I' IIH \_Ht" 

~ .... I .. ,II'''''tl."I'''.''.II<'hk'''''~) ~,. ),', \. II< \ 
kq""I" ... ' It ,ft. ' ... h",~ 1.1 I; l'""l.I •. ,,,. f- ... ,10< "', ... 1.1",. e 

"<oh I • ." "''', • .t''''' H· .. '~l .~, 11 .... "'_ 

sun or b l.lIl!;,d-b(l\\n, mad..: like :I tlrc ... ~mg:·gown, hut "ith n\lthm~ III (.1SI\·1\ II rouno llit: btld\ I'he 
(.'CI wr.: rc withoul shoes or ~tock ings. Some or thl.':>I: r,nienh lIr.:re lo~t III imL.:nlity, diTt~ • .lml uff..:nmt: 
.h sociatl.:d \1 1th them II CTe other. c:l l'.,'\bk 01 loilt:Tent con\ t:r~atioll, ;Hld '>Cn~ihk and .unllllpli"h ... "(1. 
Mall), women were iI . .IC'hd up in I h~i r cdls, chaincd, without dOthin),!. and IIlIh ani) one btlllkct Int 
a co\·cri!lg. In Ih~ lI1en', WIllg, Iii " patk nl!t in the sid.' room wcre;: ( haim'tl dose to Ihc 11".111. five were 
h:lIJd~urrcd, anti o ne was locked to lhc \lall hy th..: right arm as li eU as h)' Ihe Tight lq~. I" xu:pt tht: 
blankct-golln, Ihesc mcn had no tiothtng; tht: . voJm h:td the appc.lran("c 01 :t dog k~lInt'l ~ 'l-a ain~ Ilerl' 
unil'crsaU), sub, tituleJ for the strnit·waistCo.11. Those who II cre not tieani)" and all whl) were di~ 

inclined to get up, ",er{' :ll1owcd II) lie in Oed-in what ~t :l l c 01:1)' be imagined. 
I n one cell thc ), found a pntient, whose condition i, reprt:senu:d In :l platc 11\ Esquirol's work, 
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not much 10 lh~ honour of English tre:l.tmenl This pllR:m'. name 1I'U Norris. He had been A 
powerful and viol tnt man. Having on vne ()oyatioo ft"Stntt."d what he considered !:lome improper 
treatment by his keeper, he 11':1.5 fastened by a long chain, whicb WIlS ingeniously passed through a 
wlIli imo the next room, where the victorious keeper, out of the pAlient'li reach, could dmg the un· 
(ortun:lIe mlln cI~ to the wall whenever he plCMCd To prel'C"l this sort of outrage poor Norris 
muffled the cham ",·ith stmw, but the Lwage indination! of the keeper were either cheeked by no 
superintending eye, or the officers of the asylum p.utook of his cruelty j for nOI\' n new and refined 
torture for the patient was invented in the shape of an ingenious apparatus of iron. A stout iron 
ring wu riveted round his neck. (rom which a shon chain passed to A ring made to slide upwards or 
dO'A'n\o\'llrds on an upright massive iron h3.r. more th:m six (eet high, inserted intO the \\'1111. Round his 
body a strong iron lxu', about t .. ·o inches wide, was rh'cled: on e.'lch side of the b:ar w:as n circulAr 
projection, whieh, being fastened to And enclosing ~h of his nrms, pinioned them close to his sides. 
The effect of this app.:ualus was, thnt Ihe palient could indeed raise himself up so tiS 10 stand against 
the wall ; but could nOI slir one (OOt from it, could noi '¥o'alk one step, and could not even lie down, 
eXCCJ)I on his lxlck; and in this thrn1dom he had lived for lwch'e years. During much of thllt time 
Jle is reported to have been rational in his conversation. Out (or him in all those twclve years, 
there had been no vi'lriety of tiny kind- no refreshing change, no relief, no fresh nir, no excrcise, no 
sight of fields or gardens, or earth or heaven." 

An English lunatic asylum was indeed lhe most 
l\le most hopeless: the most fi lthy; the most terrible. 

andoned by those who entered here. 

horrible place 
Hope. indeed. 

possible; 
could be 

J n J loganh 's picture of Bedlam in the .' Rake's Progress," the re is represented 
Ctj long gallery barred halfway across, probaLly the separation of the men (rom 
the women; on one side of the gallery runs ;l row of cells, They are ligh ted 
~)' barred unglazed windows; the doors, thrown open i.n the drawing, are 
liro\lided with gratings, by which the inmates can be watched. Two tradesmen 
are confined in the cells; one of them is an imaginary emperor wearing an 
I mperiai crown o( straw and bearing a wooden sceptre; he is stark naked, sitting 
on straw, and happily unconscious of his condition, In the next cell is one who 
has gone mad with religion; he gazes upon the Cross with ecstasy. Outside, ill 
the gallery, there are other madmen. One is constructing a system of spherical 
trigonometry on the wall with chalk-his mind is entirely absorbed in the task; 
another surveys an imaginary heaven through a paper tt:lescope; another plays 
u1>on a violin ; another is happily and cheerfully mad; another is the Pope of 
Rome; and another is a poor gentleman gOlle off his head for love of Betty 
Careless, .. Charming Betty Careless" was a vcr)' famous, or infamous, lady, 
who nourished about the years 1720· 1740, She . is bUNed in S t. Paul's Church. 
yard, Covent Garden, and was thought of consequence enough LO receive a 
brief obituary notice in the GfJ1lI/(1II01t'S Afogazille for April J 752: "\Vas buried 
from the poorhouse of St. Paul's, Covent Garden, the famed Belly Careless. who 
had helped the gay gentlemen of this country to squander £ 50,(X)()," 

Lastly. in the foreground, is the miserable Rake himsel( He is now a 
raving maniac; they are fixing the chains on his legs; one can see that his end 
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is not far off. The wife, whom he has ruined, has left him; but there is with him 
the woman whom he ha. .. also ruined, and who loves him still and will never Ica\'c him. 

Bedlam, until the year J 770, was one of the shows of London. Ir it was a 
horrible place, it was at least a. public place. Things that were done there were done 
openly. I n private madhouses there was no publicity; things were done there in 
privacy; nobody knew what was dOlle; the only safeguard was the interest of the 
keeper to keep his patients alive. What safeguard was there thal he would not 
admit sane persons? There was none. It is the most difficult thing in the world to 
prove that a person is not mad. Yet there was the mosl widespread belief that 
for purposes of gain, of revenge, or malice. man)' persons, perfectly sane, were 
hurried ofT and confined for life in a private lunatic asylum. There is the case, 
for instance, of 1\1 rs. Hawle)r. 

On the 15th of September I j6z.. !'olrs. I lawley, with her mother and husband . 
went out on what she understood to be a party of pleasure at Turnham Green. 
On the way the coach stopped at a house in ,f:hcJ!:tca. where they all got 
down: this was a private madhouse. kept by one Turlington, the proprietor, Yo ho 
farmed it out to a man named King_ l\lrs. Hawley found that the party of 
pleasure slopped here, and that she was to be detained as a lunatic. In some 
way or other this unhappy lady found means to let her friend .. know where she 
was. 1\1 r. Turlington and Dr. Riddle, the-medical adviser of the place, to whom 
the friends applied. refused access to the lady. Ono of them, however. obtained 
a writ of habeas (or pitS ; the case was trie£l·~ .$ ~\.lS pro\'cd that the keeper of 
the asylum had not even prctenclc.::d that she was insane. and had pL.t her under 
no kind of medical treatment. The lady was therefore released. 

Then 1\,1 r. Turlington thought it advisable to explain. and defend the conduct 
of his asylum. He employed, he said, a deputy keeper. one King, whose 
qualification for the post was an unsucct!!'.sfu\ cart!t:r in the wool trade. King 
said that he never asked for a written 'Iuthority from 1\1 r. TurlingtOn before 
admitting patients; that he had alw<l)'s admitted people brought to him by 
their friend s and relations, without an)' question or inquiry; that he had admitted 
many for drunkenness , that !'oJ rs. II a\dey herself was brought to the house by 
a wOlllan calling herself her mother, and placed in the as)'lum on an alleged 
charge of drunkenness; that persons in the asylum were not allowed to write 
letters or to communicate with the outer world: that his patients were at liberty 
to walk in tbe garden and from room to room; and as to thdr die t and apartments, 
that depended on the amount they paid, which varied from £20 to £60 a rear. 

Another case. Mrs. ~ Iills made oath to Sir John Fielding. he Sc:1.id that one 
Gunston came to her and said that her husb"l.nd was in trouble. As he had been 
arrested that day she believed it and went with Cuoston in a hackney co.1.ch. He took 
her to Bethnal Green. As soon as she got there she suspected what had been done, 
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and told Gunston that she had been decoyed into a madhollse. He replied prdcticall)f 
by throwing her down and dragging her up the steps by the feel. As soon as she 
was in the house he handcuffed her. Then the housekeeper appeart::d and saluted 
her with the language common to the time and to her class. She was taken to a 
room where she was confined till the morning. when a bas in of tea was brought to 
her. The woman who brought it told her that she herself had long becn confined 
there by her husband. a nd exhorted her to cake it easy. A day or two afterwards 
Nirs. Mills' husband appeared, expressed his sorrow, and carried her away. S he 
then bethought her of the woman who had exhorted her to pat it: ncc and wem to 
Sir John Fielding. The end of it was that the unhappy woman-Mrs. Ewbank by 
name-who was quite sane, and had been imprisoned for a year and three~quarters, 

was taken ou t, and the persons concerned were prosecuted. Th is story is in
complete. \.vhy was the man M ill s arrested? \Vhy did he send his wife to a 
madhouse? \Vhy d id he take her out and "express his sorrow "? \·Vhat happened 
at the prosecution, and why was Mrs. Ewbank confined ill the madhouse? \Ve 
must remember that it was an expensive thing [0 lock up a person JO a private 
madhouse-sane or nol. 

I n the treatmen t of insane persons there was even a darker side than that 
pr sented by the asylums, public or private. I n the private asylums the ch id 
h ror was the ease, illustrated above. with which a person, perfecLiy sane, could 

arrested and kept in one of them until death. Among the lower class, however, 
or to speak more d istinctl y. among the lower middle class, a dreadful custom 
p vai led, when one member of the family became a l1li'ldman, of keeping him in 
th house ou t of sight, and , as they hoped, out of mind. The unforlunate wre~ch 
was chained up either in a cellar or unuer the stai rs, or in a cold garret in the 
tOP of the house. H e was there confined and looked after by his own relations. 
Many cases are reported of these poor crealUres being neglected, sta rved, kept 
in the dark, and in many cases done to death , by [hei r relations. Th'c only thing 
that could be said in excuse is the curious fac t that people generally believed 
that insane persons had little feeling for cold, warmth, hunger, pain, [hi rs t, etc. 
h must also be remembered that the expense of private asylums was far grea ter 
than most people could afford, and that public asylums bore so horrible a charac ter 
for cruel ty that they shrank from putting their mad people into them. Another 
reason for keeping them out of sight and locked up was probably a kind of 
shame in hav ing a madman in the famil),. and the hope that he would die 
quietly without the thing being discovered. I n the same way in certain countries 
where leprosy still exists, it is not unknown that when it declares itself in a family, 
the patient is put into a room and kept there till he qies, while his relations try 
to persuade their fri ends, who know perfectly well what has happened, that the 
patient has gone to Europe. 
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Il cre is a case of hiding away a mad man. A certain old woman namt!d Surr. 
accidental ly fell upon a piece of ice and fractured her skull, so that she died. 
O ne of the neighbours, moved by her situation, wenl into the hOllse, and. 
after rendering the last offices to he r remains. walked in to the cella r to Y..:Ish her 
hands. She the re hl!ard a moan as from a human voice, and on exam ination 
she found thal it proceeded from an object, so neglcClcd and destitute, that it 
was difficul t to say whether it was of the human or the brute species. This 
d iscovery she communicated to the neighbours. and <I considerable number of 
persons assembled rou nd the house; but John Surr, the father of the rami I}". 
had locked the door, and refused to admit any of them. The overseers and 
constable were then sent for. The old man, probably from an apprehension of 
the fury of the populace, refusing st ill to open the door, they were obliged to 
force their way into the house. On obtaining admission. the), proceeded into 
the cell ar, and he re they found an unfo rtunate man squalled under the cellar 
steps, chained by a leg to the wall, and in so loatilsomc a stale. that it was 
evi"den t he had not been washed fo r years. A ft;: w sacks and a lillie st raw 
served him for a bed; his appearance was that of a spect re; and his bones had 
in several places penetrated th rough his skin. which was much excoriated. As 
a fi rst stCp the parish officers ordered him to be taken to the workhollse: and 
on viewing a comfortable bed which had been prepared for him, he exclaimcd
" \ Vhat ! is this for me? God blt:ss )'ou ! you will go to heaven fo r thi s," and 
other expressions of a similar import. Sometimes he cOll\'ersed freely. but 
frequen tly incoherentl).. There was, moreover, a vacuity in his 10(lk. which 
showed a wam of mind. H e appeared, however. to be perfec tly inoffensive and 
tractab le, and it was evident tha t he kllCW and fell the difference between his 
present and his late situation. \Vhen the roung man, who seemed to be about 
th irty yea rs of age, was taken to the workhouse. his fmhe r was arrested and 
taken for examination before lhe magistrates at the Court House. The reason, 
we understand, thal was ass igned by the old man fo r keeping his unfortuO<ILe 
son in the situation in which he was found, was, tha t he was de ranged in his 
intellect, and required rest ra int. It also appeared tha t tht: prisoner had always 
maintain<::d a good character ; and though it was imposs ible to j ustify his conduct 
towards his son. the na ture of his offence was not judged to be cognisable by 
the law ; it W,IS therefore dete rmined tha t he should be discha rged. T he lunatic 
died a few days after the change in his treatment. 

This practice did not apply to the case of idiots; those unfortunates, who 
were generally harmless, were ;dlowed to go about free. It was one of the less 
agreeable features of stree t life in London and elsewhere that one met the id iot 
and the imbecile in the s treets un res trained and unprotected. 



CHAPTER XIX 

T il E DURAT ION OF LI FE 

THE \.veckly Bills of l\lortality began in the year 1592, on the 21 St of December. 
They were continued till the 18th of December '595, and recommenced on the 2 1St 

of December 1603. They first included 109 parishes. The other parishes Qut<;ide 
the City walls were gradually added, one after lil t' olher, unt il all were included. 
The Bills arc not all extant, some having been lost and some hav ing been carelessly 
t aledo 

These lists were considered by Maitland as importan t, ch icOy for giv ing some 
111 te rials out o f which to make an estimate of the popula tion. 1-1 e comes to the 
c nc1l1sion that London in 1750 conta ined 725,903 inhabitants, incl uding \Ves lminste r 
a d the suburbs. 

Maitland a lso used the Bills of l\l ortality to dispel certain vulga r errors , such as 
( ) a common belief tha t therc were two gi rls born fo r one boy ; (2) tha t onl y one 

I 
in a thousand lived to seventy years of age ; (3) that the Disscntcrs of all kinds, 
includ ing Jews, etc., were together equal to the numbers of the Established Ch urch. 
He showed that there wcre st per cent more boys than g irls; that 4 per cent 
reached seven ty, 2 per cent reached e igh ty, and I III two hundred attained the 
age of ninet)' ; that all the Dissente rs taken together were in number to the Church 
of England in London as I is to 7t. 

I have made some inquiry into the average duration of life in London of the 
seventeenth and e ig hteenth centuries, b}' taking the Registe rs of S t. Botolph. Bishops
galt!, for two or three years towards the end of the former century. These Registe rs 
give the da te of the dea th. and the name and tige of the deceased. I n a few cases 
the age is not mentioned, but these are too few to affcct lhe g enera l resul t, which in 
one respect at least is surpri sing. 

F rom the Register we a rrive at the following table. Tbe number of entries 
taken from the Reg ister was 885 :-

o r deaths a.t S yean apd under there were S J 6, or S9 ptr cent. 

" 10 " "over S.. " 18 

" 20 .. " ,, 1 0 It " 
J" 
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Of death. It 30 yean and over 20 lhere were 66 

" 
,0 .. .. " 30 .. .. 59 

" So " .. " ,0 , . " 4' 
60 

" " " So " .. 53 

" '0 " " 
60 .. " 53 .. '0 . , ' 0 .. " 4' 

" 90 " " So " .. 'v 
Of over ninety there was not one. In other words, ou t of 885 persons 1;orn-

.\l dIe age of 5 there wert 369 left. 
10 ,. ,, 351 
2 0 to 315., 

.. ,0 .. '59 " 
" 40 " ' 00 " .. ;0 " " ' SS " 

60 ' oS .. 
70 " " 5' .. .. 80 " " ' 0 ... 

O r, if we subst itute 1000 for b8 j. we have these figures. OUt of C\'crr I (XX) persons 
born in London. there would remain al the age of-

Fhe 4'7 
Ten ,.0 
Twenty 3'. 
Th irt)' '9, 
Fon y "5 
Fift)' '7S 
Sirty ". Se\'cnt}' 59 
Eight)' " 

Let us put these tables in another form . The H ~.t. 'Ltble of the Institute of 
Actuaries lakes 100,000 persons living at the age of len, and shows how the), g radually 
decrease unti l the). have all disappeared. Let us present our figures in the same 
way, and place them side by side with this table. Thus :-

t' rum the CilY r.mh MIll!bnd'~ fi(II'ft r .... 171S-
A/.:e. Actuaries' Table. 1717 II1cluoil'e , (Of Ihe 

k q,:uler. 1658- "'holt: 0( London 

'0 100,000 100,000 100,000 
'0 96,223 9 2,54 2 9 2,5 00 

30 89,865 73,7 14 71 ,700 
40 82, 284 56,Sn 57.900 
So 7::q26 44.857 40,100 
60 58,866 .19,7 14 25,5 00 

'0 38, 124 14,57 I 13.300 
80 13,930 '2,000 7.500 

90 1,4 60 'So 1,200 
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I advance figures taken (ro l11 a parish register of two or three years only, without 
venturing LO conclude absolutely that they represent the exact average for that time 
of the mortality spread over the whole ci ty. Il is not impossible that there may 
have been special reasons for the mortality of children at that lime. But we may 
go so far as to expecl a reasonable approximation to correctness. 

And concerning the very great mortality of ch ildren-59 per cem in any parish 
. register- 47 per cent in Maidand's figures, it is probable that bad air, bad drainage, 
and bad food must be made to account for the loss of so many. Clearly the weaker 
were killed off in the early years of infancy because we nnd 50 few deaths- only 
about 3 per cent-occurring between the ages of five and twenty. 

Between twenty and thirty there is a high average. This is, fo r men. the most 
active time of life. No doubt many of the deaths among the men are due to the 
accidents or ri sks of thdr work. Among the women we may attribute many de::tths 
to child-bearing. which especially belongs to tht: ages between twenty and thiny. 



CHA PT ER XX 

INIJIGF.NCE 

COLQU IIOUN, to whom we sholl have to rder on the subject of the I-'o li ce 

(jf London, produced an instructive treali se on the I ndigence of London. The 
num ber of mend ic<lll ts in the mel ropo\i!o> and its vicinity he estimated at 6000 adul ts 
and 9298 children; he ll ivided them into those whq b<:longcd to London and its 
vicinity, and vagrants belonging to different parishes. I n the whole country there 
were, roughly speaking, 50,000 beggars. 20,000 \'agmnts, ]0,000 men who 
worked as little as possible. 100,000 prostitutes, ]0,000 rogues and vagabonds, 
10,000 lotler)· vagrants-persons t! ngaged in getting insurancc<; during the d rawing 
of the lotteries, or promoting the " Little Go" lotteries- criminals of all kinds. 
80,000; and objects of parish rd icf, 1,040,j I 6. All this in England and \\"ales 
alone ou t of a population of I 0,000,000 ! 

In this book, a lso. he presents the reader with <1n account of the manners 
and cus toms of the lower classes; and since hi s field of obser\'ation wa!'o li mited to 
London a lone, his rules, which he applies to the whole count ry, belong- a ct'plis 
cxcipiclidis- to London alone. Thus, he speaks of tht! injurious effects of th ings 
that debase the people. The ch ildr~n of vagrants . seeing their pa rtn ts b."lndied 
about from parish to parish. naturally imbibe ideas of vagrancy; ther bt:col11e, ill 
their (1'U)1l estimatiou. pariahs and outcasts; and they know what it means to be a 
pariah. Therefore, the . first objec t to be soug ht. in reclaiming a class. is the 
restoration of that much abused quality-respectabil ity. Le t the child ren begin 
by th inking well of themselves . . 

The bee r shop and the tavern swallow up a great part of the men 's earnings: 
they could earn enough to keep them all the week, by doing three or four cL,\}'s ' 
work; they spend the rest of the time drinking and talking in the public.house. 
The pawnbroker's shop was their resort on eve ry occasion of want or tighlllcss. 
The), would pawn the coat a t night to take out the blanket , and the blanket in the 
morning to take out the coat. Nor did they understand how great a leakage in 
their wages was created by these incessant visi ts to the pawnbroker. There were 
then 240 pawnbrokers in London, and the number was rapidly increasing. 

"J 
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To the labouring classes of that time a temptation was every year held out, 
which is now happily removed, They could any day or all day long buy sO llle 

share or part of a share in a lottery; it was called insuring in a IOllery ; thus 
quite smrul shares were offered and bought; lhe whole of the population therefore 
revelled every year in dreams of possible wealth, which they neither saved, nor 
created, nor deserved. 

A very large proportion of the peopJe lived in a state of illicit cohabitation 
without marriage; their offspring, owing to the vicious lives and habits of the 
parents, wefe rickety and feeble, and grew up weak mentally or bodil)" or some· 
times both. UHerly neglected, having received no education, knowing no re~ 

Iigion, having learned no tracie, what could be expected in after life of these 
unfortunates? 

As for [he parish system of relief, it was noted by Colquhoun that the method 
of assessing the rates 'was monstrously unjust. For instance, the two parisbes of 
Bethnal Green and Christ Church, comprehending Spilalfie1ds, contained a popula. 
tion enti rely poor. These people were heavily assessed to relieve the indigent 
among them, whilt! their rich employers, who were nOt resident in the parish, 
c ntributed nothing. 

Colquhoun, far in advance of his own time, advocated an equal assessment over 
t1e whole country ; a complete change in the pari sh system and in the settlement 
o paupers in their own parish, and in passing them on from parish to parish; he 
tl manded the establishment of a free system of education; the inculcation of 
e~onomical h~bits ; teaching the art of frugal cookery, keep ing the young men 
from tobacco, which was always, be thought, accompanied by drinking-it must 
be remembered that few of the better classes then took tobacco, except in the 
form of snuff. 

Mostly, however, he considers, as we shall also see in examining his book on 
the. police of London, the rag and old iron shop as the principal cause and en
couragement of thieving, vagrancy, and indigence. 

The eighteenth century was the Paradise of Beggars, especiall y in London. 
where, though all the parish officers knew them to be impostors, vagabonds. and 
rogues, there were immense numbers of professional beggars. "Every alley/, 
writes Francis Grose, "presents sOllle miserable object. covered with loathsome 
sores, blind, mutilated, exposed almost naked to the cold wintry blast." Begging 
was a trade, and a very good trade j there was even a King of the Beggars, who 
apl>oinled to each superior beggar his beal Or district; he in his tllrn farmed it 
out to others. They also sent their children out begging, and kept servants for 
the purpose, who had to bring home every evening a certain sum at least. "What is 
this?" cried one of them, when a girl brought home her earnings of the day. 
"Why, Russell Square alone, well begged, would givt" you double that sum! " In 
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this profession mutilation w.<ts [be most useful qualification i the man with no arms 
was accounted luckier than he who had only one, while a man with no legs who 
crawled along 0 11 a porridge pot was a desirable parli for a young lady in that 
way of life. 

fn 18 15 a ce rta in H ale, a si lk -weaver, gave evidence bt:fore a Ro)'ai Com
miss ion on the subject of mendici ty in London. H is lc!>timony anticipated 
the theory of the Chari ty Organisation Society by six ty years. N'Ol one case in 
a h undred of mendici ty, he declared, deserved rdief: the beggars of London were 
a worthless. indolent. and depraved company; many working people were not tOO 

proud to get money by begging: they had to keep the paupers close in the 
workhouses to prevent them begging; they kept them at work in order to dete r 
the proress ional beggars rrom seeking shelter in the workhouse; ir the paupers 
got out ror a rew hours, they al ways begged in order to ge t more drink; the 
beggars round out the days when the commi ttee or the parish gave out-door 
relief, and applied at each one in turn through the .. week; they lived extremely 
well on rump· steak and oyster sauce, ror instance, getting drunk th ree or four 
times a week ; a house, called the Beggars' Opera, in \\"hitt:chape1, was their 
favourite resort ; mendicity would be put down in a week if no one would gi\·e a 
farthing to any street beggar, and if no beggars were allowed in the streets. 

He went on to point out the good innuence or the Sunday School in a 
place li ke Spital fields, densely populated, yet quiet and orderly; he 5.:1.id that th is 
inAuence was not upon the chi ldren only, but upon the parents, helping them to be 
sober and rrugal. 

T he desen ion of children was common among the lower classes . nothi ng 
could prove more plai nly the general brutality than th is practice. Defoe shows 
us the children wandering abou t the stree ts pick ing up what they could get. In 
the year 1732, after Defoe wrote, the l\l ayor instructs the watch to take a ll 
children found sleeping in bulks and about ash-heaps to the constd.ble. to be 
delive red over to the parish au thorities. The dropping of babies on doorsteps was 
a pract ice which was carried on systematicall y. Tramps and vagran ts refused to 
be burdened with infants ; they were left on the doorstep. A girl desired to hide 
the evidence of her fall , it was taken from her by her nurse and left on a doorstep. 
On one occasion a child was thus left at 51. James's Palace. The Queen was tOld 
of it, she gave orders that the child was to be taken in, christened. and brought 
up; but that tramps, beggars, and mothers of illegitimate children were nOl to 
expect a second act or generosity in this direction. The child was named Caroline 
Augusta Matilda. 

In 1771 a boy was laid 
a basket. A woman with a 
could anyone discover who 

in one of the offices of the "Queen's 
basket was secn to pass in but not to 
the woman was or how she got out of 

" 

House 0' in 
go out, nor 
the Palace. 
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The boy was taken by the King . who christened him George and ordered him to 
be properly brought up. 

The babies thus picked up were taken to the workhouse and were then 
placed out to nurse with women called parish nurses at a weekly payment of I S. 

LO 25. 6d.-a few being sent out of town inlo the country. A Parl iamentary 
Committee of inqui ry reported in 1765 tbat, of all the children born in workhouses, 
or received under the age of twelve months, during the years t 763. 1764, and 
1765, only seven Out of every hund red were alive at the end of 1765. Of olde r 
children the mortal ity was less. Thus, taking the figures of sixteen parishes, 
1767. 1778, we find that ou t of 9727 children un d!;!r charge of the parish during 
that time, ::0042 died; or a mortality of twenty per cent. which is not perhaps 
ex.cessive. It is interesting to note that 4600 were returned to their parents. 

Complaints were made that the parish apprenticed the bors to the age of 24. 
and the g irls to the age of 21, by wh ich means early marriages were made impossible. 
Observe that what we discourage by all means in our JJower-tht! early marriage
the eighteenth century des ired by all means. The reason, of -course, was the 
onstaot demand for figh ting men in that age of continual warfare. And the refore 
le des ire of the S late for large famil ies. 

The streets were full of deformed people. ch ildren, and adul ts. T hey were 
aeformed to an ex tent and in a man ner which is never seen now. T he bow h:gs 

ere semicircular, the knock knees made a sharp angle, the shoulders wt: re not 
even square, the chest was hollow or pigeon-breasted-one never sees a pigeon. 
breast now,-hunchbacks were common, one leg was frequently shorter than the 
other, feet were crippled, the sh in was round in front li ke a scimi tar. All these 
deformities were due to the carelessness of the parents; chi ld ren were constantly 
being dropped on the floor ; the mothers got drunk, present ly down fell the baby. 
as in Hogarth 's" Gin F air." 

I n a word, it was a vcr)· d readful, pitiful lime for the hd pless chi ld ren. 
Then Captain Coram arose. This excellent person, formerl y a merchant captain , 
was over 70 years of age when he took up the cause of the children and wrote 
his peti tion concerning the establishment of a home or refuge for them. The 
scheme was adopted with enthusiasm ; money was raised without di fficulty, and the 
F oundl ing Hospital was opened on the 25 th of March 1741 for the rt:ception of 19 
boys and II gi rl s. Two of them rece ived the honour of being named Thomas and 
Eunice Coram ; the res t were called after Dra.ke, Blake, and other heroes. Jf this 
were the present custom, it would be perhaps incon\lenient for the rig htful holders 
of the names of Nelson, Wellesley, Lawrence, T ennyson, Dickens, Gordon, etc., 
to find other and previously unknown branches with the same names flourishing 
round them. 

Al! through the eigh teenth centllry and well inll) the nin t:teenth, the chimne).· 
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sweeps were little boys who were fo rced to climb the chimneys in o r-def LO bring 
down the soot. Everyone knows the terrible evils of the practice. It j ~ well, 
perhaps, to show from the report of the Comm illf;;c all the Employmtnt of Boys 
in Chimneys what these evils ,were. It was presented on J une 22 , 18 17. and 
resulLed in a Bill fo r preventing the further ust: of climbing boys in tht- sweeping 
of chimneys. The foll owing are ex tracts from the Report :4_ 

"Your Committee rcf~r generally to the c\idence for proofs of the crue)ul:s that are pI3ui!:.cd. and 
of Ihe ill-usage, and the peculiar hardships that art: the lot of the wrdl.hed chIldren "no arc empluyed 
in this trade. Il is in c\·idence that they arc swlen from thCIT parents, nnd In\'clgk''ti onl of \\'orkhouses; 
that in order to conquer tht natural repugnance of the infants to ascend the narrow and dangerous 
chimneys, to clean which their labour is re<luired, blows are used; that pins are forced into theIr fc(;t 
by the boy that follows them up the chllnne)" in order to compel them to asccnd It, and that lighted 
straw has been applied for thnt purpose; th:l! the children :Ire subjct:1 to $Ores and tJruise>, and wounds 
and burns on their thighs, knees, and elbows; and that it wil! require many !HOllins before the cxtremitit$ 
of the elbows and knees become ~ufficiently hard to rellist the excoriation'> to ~'hich they aTe at firSt 
subject ; and that onc of tht: masters heing asked if tho<.c 00)" are cmploycd in S\".;cpin~ Lhtnmep 
during the soreness of tho~e part s, he :tnswered, 'It depends UJlO~ the sort of TIl:lster they h:1\e got. 
Some are obliged to put them to work sooner than others; you mu~t keep them a little at it c\'en dunng 
the sores, or they will never learn their business.' 

Your Committee art: informed that the deformity of the spin..:, legs, arms, etc.. of th ..:~c ho)'s, 
proceeds generally, if not wholly, from the circumstance of their being obliged to ascend chimneys at 
an age whl!n their bones are in a soft and growing state; bUi like~'is(' by their beHlg compelled to 
carry bags of soot and doths, the ~' eight of which sometimes exce..:d twenty or thirt)' pounds, not 
including the SOOt, the burthcn of which thcyalso occlSioll:tlly bear for a great length of di'l<lanCe and 
tillle; the knees and anlle joints become deformed, in the first instancc, from the position they are 
obliged to put them in, in order to sUPI>ort themsch;cs, nOt only while climbing up thc chimney, but 
more particularly so when comHlg down, II hell the), rest sold)' on the tower el(tr(:nlities, the arms being 
used for scraping and .swecpi ng down the soot. "ou r Committee refer generally to the obsen'ation 
of everyone as to the stunted growth, the deformed sUle of bod}. the look of wretchedness and disease 
which charactcrises this unfortunatc class; but it is in c\ idence herore them, that there is a formidable 
complaint which chimney-sweepers in p.'lrticular arc liable to, from which circumstance, by lI'a), of 
distinction, it is called Chimney-sweeper's CanCt:r .... 

But it is not only the carl)' and hard labour, the spare. diet, wretl,;hed lodging, and harsh treatment 
which is the lot of these children, but in gen..:ral the)' are kept almost entirely dcstitute of education, 
and moral or rel igious instruction; thcy form a sort of class b), themselves, and from their work !king 
done early In the dny, they arc turned into the streets to p .. us their time ill idleness and d('pr.lI'it)'; 
thus they become an easy prey to those whose occup;1tion it is to delude the ignorant and entrap the 
Ullwary; nr\d if their constitution is strong enough to resist th..: diseases and deformities which are the 
consequences of their trttde, nnd thtH the)' should grow so much in stature as no longer to be useful in 
it. they nre cast upon the world without any means of obtaining a livelihood, with no habits of industry, 
or rather, what tC'O fre<luently happens, wilh confirmed habits or idleness and vice." 

Ht:.rt:. is a true story of ex treme destitution. Poor and destitute people it 
was well known frequently sought ~hplLer in empty houses in winter. when for the 
sake of warmth they often burned up the stairs, ha nisters, and uppe r Aoors. 

In November 1763 a house-agent, engaged to show some houses for sale in 
Stonecutter Street, took a gentleman to see them. On entering a room on the 



first Hoor they found th. dead body of a woman lyiag nak~ on the Hoor. On 
the second floor they (ound another dead body, also nearty destitute of clothing: 
and on the top story they found two women and a girl of eighteen. all three in the 
last Stages of emaciation. 

They were carried away and examined. One of the women, Elizabeth 
Stanhope, deposed that she came to the house. being penniless. for shelter ; that 
she there mel the woman found with her, flam ed Pallcat, who shared the garret 
with her ; that Pallcal, a basket~woman of the Fleet. had been brought to the 
house by the deceased women, who were also basket.women; that some days 
before the deceased women were taken ill, Pallcat pawned her apron for sixpence 
to gel them some beef and plum.pudding, which Lhey were able to eat ; thal they 
saw no Il)orc of the poor women. 

The g irl, in her turn questioned, said she was the daughter of a working 
jeweller in Bell Alley; her parents d ied when she was only six i she was brought 
'up oy the next-door neighbour until her death four yt:ar:; later; that she then 
went to Spitalfields and got work by winding quills and si lk. She tht:n went to 
1 baby. farm as nurse and servan t, till she was taken ill. This caused her to be 
discharged. She then applied to the churchwarden of the parish where he r 
{a ther had been a householder ror ralief. He refused without even letting the 
kirl know that she had gained a settlement by servitude. She tried to move 
pis heart by sleeping on his cloor-step all night, but in va in. She then heard of 
Fhe empty house, where she began to sleep. She had an ague and was nursed 
by the woman Pallcat; she went out begging ill the day and brought the money 
home to her rriends at night. But she was taken ill again, and was nursed again 
9Y Palleat, until they were found and carried away. 

It is a singuld.r story. Observe that not one or tbe women ever thought 
of applying to the parish clergy for assistance. Observe also the extreme good. 
ness of the poor woman Pallcat. She pawns her apron to buy something (or 
the sick women; she receives the gi rl ; she nurses her th rough two sicknesses; 
one would like to know what became of Elizabeth Pallcat, this good Samaritan 
who had not even twopence. 

I can present you with the life of a workhouse boy of 1766. H e was the 
son of a labourer, who died when the boy was only five years or age. H e was 
put upon the parish, btll as his father had been a wandering kind of man, no one 
knew exactly where he was born ; they took him from parish to parish, but at 
last fixed him. As soon as he could handle a mallet, he was put to work ; and 
as they fed h i"m well and only made him work ten hours a day, he was happy. 
AL the age of (ourteen they bound him to a farm er, with whom he had plenty to 
eal, but was at work early and late. The Carmer died and the boy had to turn 
out and work for himself. So he began to roam about the country. sometimes 
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fettIn, work and sometimes not. J-te was clearly a nomad by instinct and by 
iaberitance, 81 is plainly apparent from the pleasure he took in roving from one 
village to another. One day he had just knocked down a hare and was carrying 
it off in triumph, when he was caught with the hare in his hand by a Justice of 
the Peace. This was a misfortune indeed. He was indicted at Sessions, found 
fW'ty. and sentenced to be transported as a vagabond. Until the sailing of the 
next ship he was sent to Newgate. This place, generally described by those 
who knew it at this period as horrible to the last degree, with its gaol~fever, 
itS companionship. its orgies, appeared to tbe young poacher as quite a pleasing 
residence. .. For my part," he says, 4< I found Newgate as agreeable a place as 
ever I saw in all m)' life. I had my bellyful to ea t and drink, and did no work 
at aiL " However, this kind of life was too good to last; so after fi,'c months 
he was taken from Newgate and PUl on board a transport with two hundred more. , 
.. "'tle had," he ~ys mildly, d but an indifferent passage, for, being all confined in 
'he hold, more than ~ hundred of our people died for want of sweet air, and 
those thal r:emained were sickly enough, God kno,~s." 

He was bound to a planter for seven years, and as he was quile ignorant 
he was put to work with the negroes. However, he expresses no resentment 
at this treatment, but merely remarks thal he served Out bis time and worked 
his way home. H ere he avoided the country, .Jor fear of another sentence as a 
vagabond, and did odd jobs in London. Ol;e ev~n'ing, however, he was knocked 
down by the pressgang and taken beI~.rt' ..... a )Jl{!ttice, who offered him the choice 
of becoming a soldier or a sailor. He chose the former, and served two 
campaigns, being present at the baules of Val and Fontenoy .. At the laner he 
received a wound in the breast of which the surgeon cured him. 

\Vhen the peace came on be enlisted in the East India Company's service 
and fought the French in six pitched battles. He got stck leave after a while 
and sailed for home with £40 in his pocket. Unfortunatel)" however, before 
setting fOOL on shore, he was pressed for a sailor. He knew nothing about a 
sailor's work, and so got beaten continually by the bo's'n as a skulker. However, 
he still had his £40, the thought of which consoled him. Alas! this consolation 
vanished when the ship was taken by the French and he lost his savings. 

They were all carried off to Brest, where many of the crew died "because 
they 'vas not used to a prison; for my part it was nothing to me, for I was 
seasoned." One night the bo's'n woke him up. "Jack." he said, "will you 
knock out the sentry's brains? " .. I don't care," says I, .. if I do lend a hand." 
In a word they did the job, knocking down the two sentries. They tr.en ran 
do1fn 10 the harbour, got a boat and put out to sea. They were picked up in 
three days. by an English privateer. She, however, was taken by a French 
~r. the Pompadour, a few days after: the main account of the transaction 
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is as follows :-" The fight lasted for three pours, and I verily believe we should 
have taken the Frenchman had we had some more men left behind; but, 
unfortunately, we lost all our men, just as we were going to get the vic tory." 

If the French ship had put into Brest it would have gone hard with our 
friend. Fortunately she did not, but continued cruising in the Channel, where 
she mel the English ship, the Viper, which captured her .• The man had now 
lost a leg and four fingers of his left hand ; but as he had suffered on board a 
pri\f31cef, there was no pension for him. "f-I owever, blessed be God, I enjoy 
good health, and will for e ver love liberty and O lel England." 

Eighteenth-century slang need not delay us long. Colonel George Hanger 
gives us a specimen which may serve our purpose. H e speaks of: ,; Coming 

the fawn ey. lull}'. prigging, the dobbing cant, the running rumbler, sk),. larking, 
blue pigeon-flying. mak ing a stall for a reader, or a sc reen, or a rum squeeze 
at the spell , the runny snarel, how to slang your mawley, to scamp, prig. Aoor, 

doo, hobble, frisk. Illount. lumber, and fence; how to moum b)1 a Jacob and 
force a kenn; to be careful of the young dabbs, and the Queen Elizabeth ; it will 
teach you, when any rich man is dorsing a clarkey, with you upon ' the queer roost, 
lOW to frisk hi s groapcrs for his reader and screens." 

He also alludes to the common catch·words, of which there are a lways one or 

wo in vogue. Those which follow belong to the year 1798. "Patch ";" \-\fhat a 
Jx>re "; "That's the Barber"; "Go it "; "The dppy and the twaddle "-he does 
~ot explain the meaning or the application of thi s mysterious phrase. .. \Vhat a 
~\\"el1"; ,: Keep moving "; .. All my eye Bell)' Martin"; "Go along, Bob. " 

Among the winter inhabi tants of London were a large numbt!r of gipsies. 
These people were much more separate than at presenL They a ll knew and spoke 
habitually the Romany longue; they followed the trades which required little 
training and no apprenticeship, being tinkers, brazit::rs, knife-grinders, basket. makers, 
and players on sOllle kinds of musical inst ruments. The g irls danced; the women 
told fortunes and sold trumpery. They knew nothing of their origin; they had 
no kind of religion ; none of them could read; many of them camped out in the 
wimer as in the summer; they had no marriage ceremon)" nor any funeral rites, 
burying their dead in the hedge. In morals, among themselves, they were entirely 

dissolute . 



C H APTE R XX I 

TRAi) ES AX!) OFFICES 

A F tW notes fr0111 the London Direc tory of the year 1791 may conclude this 
section. 

T here were within the cit)' in thi s year ' 4.i44 merchants, tradesmen, and 
master craftsmen of all kinds. There were about a .thou<.;a nd person~ em ployed in 

SIICO!! Jl kO\',\1 ItXCIIASC;1i: 

F ...... <:DII1.mporarr \Ifill •• 

the civil service; there were 52 banks; there were 34 a rm y agents. and 31 

navy agents. 
The principal lrading companies wefe the Bank of England, the Million 

39' 
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Bank, the East India Company, the Russia, Levant, African, Hudson's Bay, 
and South-Sea Companies. . 

The firc insurance offices were the Hand in H and, Union, Royal Exchange, 
London Assurance, \Vestnlinstcr, Amicable. Sun, Phrenix. The life Insurance 

companies were the Royal Exchange, the Amicable, and the Equit..1.ble. 
The following were the London bankers. As yet the jOint-slock bank was 

unknown. They were all private houses. They expected a floating balance of a 
considerable amoum, and they did not receive the small accounts of persons of 
limited incomes. 

Ayton, .Bl'3.ssey, Lees & S3uerth~'aite. ]1 Lomlnrd Street. 
Barclay & Tritton, 56 Lombard Street. 
Batson, Stephenson, Gra\'e & Clover, 69 Lomoord Street. 
Biddulph, Cocks, Ridge & Cocks, Charing Cross. 
Barnet, Hoare, Hill & Bamct, 62 Lombard Street. 
Boldero, Ade)', Lushington & Roldero, 30 Comhill. 
Castle, Powel, Summer & Co., 66 l.ombnrd Sueet. 
Child (Robert) &: Co., 1 Fleet Street. 
CoutU (Thom:lS) & Co., 59 Str:and. 
Cox & Merle, Little BriUlin, Aldersgate Street. 
Crofts, Devaynes, Dawes & Noble, 39 Pall Mall. 
Denne Cornelius, Robert SOOI\', William Sandby & Willi:l.m Sandby, jun., 2/7 Temple B:1r Withoul. 
Dimsdale (Baron), Thomas DJmsdale, John Dimsdo.le, Thomns Dimsdale, John Barnnrd & William 

Sl:l1ples, So Com hill. 
Dorriens, Mello, Martin & Harrison, 22 Finch Lane. 
Downe, Thornton & Free, I Bartholomew Lnne. 
Drummond (Roben and Henry) & Co., Charing Cross. 
Esdaile, Sir James, Knt., Esdaile, Hnmmet & Esdaile, 73 Lombard Street. 
Forster, Lubbock, Bosanquet & Co., II Milnsion House Street . 
Fuller, Richard, Sons & V:mgh:m, 84 Cornhill. 
Fuller, William, Son & Co., 24 Lomb.'lrd Street. 
Glynn, Mills & Mitton, 12 Birchin Lane. 
Gosling, Ro\>en, Francis~' William, 19 Fleet Street. 
HlUlkey, Thomas, Joseph Chaplin Hankey, Stephen Hall, Robert & Richard Hankey, 1 Fenchureh 

StreeL 
Harley, Hon. Thomas, Cameron & Son, George Street, Mansion House. 
Harrison, Robert, Thomas & Co., 1 .Mansion House Street. 
Herey, Birch & Hobbs, 1$2 New Bond Street. 
HemCi (Sir Robert, Knt.) & Co., 1651. Jame,'s Street 
Hoare, Henry & Chnrles, 37 Fleet Street. 
HodlOt & Mitchell, near Catherine Street, Strand. 
Jones, Joseph, Daniel & Co., 43 LothllUry. 
Ladbroke, Rawlinson, Porker & Watson, Bank Duildings. 
Langstons, Towgoods & Amory, 29 C lement's Lane. 
Lefevre, Curries, Ycllowley & .Raikes, 29 Cornhill. 
Lockhart, JamCi & James, 36 Pall Mall. 
Mackworth, Sir Herben, Bart., Dorset, J ohnson & Wilkinson, 68 New Bond Street. 
Martin, Stone, Foote & Porler, 68 Lombard Street. 
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M.aster, OawlOn, Brookes, Kirton & Dixon, 16 Chancery Lane. 
Mildred, M:1IIterman &: Walker, :r Whi~ Han Court, Gr:Iocechurch Street. 
Moffat, Kensingtons & Co., 20 Lombard Street. 
Newnham, E,'crcu, Drummond, Tibbits & Tanner, 65 I.ombard SUCcI. 
Nightingale, John, William & George, 70 Loml.lard Srreet. 
Peele, Wilkes & Dickenson, 33 PoultTY. 
Prescotts, Grote, Cuh'crdcn & Hollingworth, 61 T hlCadneedlf." Street 
Pybus, Call, Pybus, Grant & Hille, Old Hond Street. 
Ran$Om, Morland & Hammersley, 57 Pall i\lalJ. 
Sanderson (SIr James), Harrison, Rrenchl}" Bioxalll & Co., Sout hw:uk 
Sikes, Snailh & Snaith, 5 Mansion House Street. 
Smith, Paine & Smiths, G<.-orge Street, Mansion Ii ousc. 
Smith (&muel) & SOns, 12 AldcrmanbuT)'. 
Smith, Wright & Gray, 21 Lombard Street. 
Staples, Day. Stnples, Cox & Lynn, 83 Corn hill. 
Stevenson, William, 85 Queen Street, Chcapside. 
Taylor, Lloyd, Bowman & Co., 60 Lombard Street. 
Vere, Lucadou, Troughton. Lucadou & Smart. 71 Lombard Street, 
Wall>o1e, ClllIk, Walpole Ix Clark, :18 I.ombard StreeL 
Welch, Rogers, Olding & Rogers. 3 Freeman's Court, Cornhill. 
Whitehead, John & George, 5 Basinghal1 Street. 
Williams, Son, Wilkinson & Drury, 20 Birchin L:me. 
Willis. Wood & Co., 76 Lombard Street. 
Wright, Selby & Robmson, 1-lenriLua SlTcet, CO\'cnt Garden. 
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There was a grea t number of persons connected with the Law in all its 
branches: the judges, barons, masters, remembrancers, cOl11missione:s, examiners, 
cllrsitors. filacers, proctors, clerks, ushers, and servants. The number of counsel 
was 374, there were S6 conveyancers. 50 draftsmen in equity, 64 special pleaders, 
S draftsmen in common law, and 1840 attorneys. In the Cit)' there were 640 
sworn brokers, and 12 who were Jews. It was one of the singular disabilities of 
the Jews that there were not allowed to be more than 12 sworn brokers. There 
were 81 rectors or vicars in the City. there were I 17 Fellows and Licentiates of the 
College of Physicians for the \ ... ·hole country, not for London onl)" there were 479 
surgeons in London alone, and 86 apothecaries. 

The learned societies were Gresham College, the Ro)'al Society, the Society 
of Antiquaries, the British Museum, the Society of Arts, the Royal Academy of 
Arts, the Society of British Artists. 

The London papers were as rollows:-

Tille.. 
1'116 Dinry . 
7'1u Mflrnl"g H"uM 
Tlu /iI'orM • 
TIl, Orad, . 
Tilt Tim" 

LONDON DA I LY PAPERS 

lIy wllom prillied amiadytTti!lemellu laken in. 
W. WoodfaH, Salisbury Square. 
Luxford, J 8 Catherine Street, Strand. 
Bostock, 335 Strand. 
Bell, 13:;1 Strand. 
Walter, Printing House Square, Blackfrian. 
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TIll ... 
TM Slnr 
rAI A'.ftI1 
TAl Gu~tlNr 
PliNk Afh,"linr . 
DailJ Atitvrliur . 
• t/_"8 Clt"",kl .. 
Aftln.jnc PM' 
P I/jlil Ltdsrr 
G'NnlI A/hoerli/rr 

GtHll"fJl £ vn,illC PDII 
SI. Jnlltris CIt","kl, 
lAm/on CJtrtmkl1 
1.,I1"lttll EW'"i"K Posl 
E"lflis'lt Clrn",irlr 
WltikMrlI E f't'm'''K Poll 
Midd/r#r jbll,."nl 

LONDON DAILY PAPERS (crml;nll"" 

fly whoni prin tw and advertiilemnul laken in. 

M"ync. in Temple nar. 
Ro.1f, 5 Catherine Strtet, Simnd. 
Say, 10 A\c Maria Lant', Lud&';lIc Slreet. 
H. WOGdfa li. Comer 0( h ,), Lanc, ralC~rn(nlcr RQw. 
Jenour. 33 Fleet Street. 
WHII)', 201 SIr.and . 
W. Wjlliams, Blake Court, Catherine Street, Strand. 
Crowder, 12 Warwick Square, Warwick Lane 
Yardle),. 181 Fleet SIr,«t. 

LONDON EVEN ING PAPERS 

Pu6lislud Tursdaft, Tlmr!d(l)'I, 111/1/ Sa/un/nyl. 

lIew, 'as Palemosu~.r 1<0 .... ·, 
llAldvoin, Comer of Union Street, BlacHrilirS. 
Wilkie, 1 1 St. Paul 's Churchyard. 
Ibrker, 6 Old Dailey. 
\ 'int, Ultlke Court, Catherine St reet, Slnlnd. 
Davies, I)eterborough Coun, F leet Street. 
Arre, 6 Ne ... e:.slle Sireet, Strand. 

EVt:NINC I'APER, jJulJllslICI/ Tutsal.,Y1 IIna 50Iu,..d<l,YI. 

u nden Gaullt I larrison, Warwick Lane. Newg:ne Street. 

EveNING PAPER$, /mlJlr'.fnrtl .11(11,(11')'1. IVnlfllldll)", umi l;;-iffIl11. 

Ueyd'l E'Wlti"K Pvsl Ii ant:ock, 13 Paternoster Row. 
IJlltdvn Pad:rl Croll'der, 12 Warv.,K-k Square, \Vanllek Lane 
TJu COIHd • 6 Nev.'Clstle Street., Strand. 
EW,,;lfg Muil Walter, Printing House Square, Ulackfrian. 

Tlte Crnjl.lHllm 
outd-.l";"" Wrd'&- jou,.,1/I1 
IVrslminlfl'r jou,..nal 
Old On'!il), S/JY . 
A),,..h Cmjt.sIR_ . 
5,,,,,,,-'.1 lAlli/fill Gaultl 
MiI~Nlrs Sunday Ga6lf/, 
SlIntf<ly elm",kl, 
jolflUtl"" Sunday .I/v","1",. 
SII"da)' (undM) R«tmkr 
SlInfi.ly Rn·;nu 
Rlm"K Calr"dnr . 
Pu6lk HUI lI"d Cry 

Uroou, 8 Co\'enlry Sueet, lill)·mnrket. 

LONDON WEEKLY PAPERS 

Sny, 10 A\'c Marill Lllne, Lutlgall: Street. 
Baldw;n, Comer of Union Sueet, BJac!.fnar5. 
Redolll),ne. 10 Creed L:r.ne, Ludgllte St~t. 
Redma)'ne, 10 Creed lnne, Lud/r,r:lte Street. 
Ayre, 14 Uridges Street, CO\'ent C,arden. 
Ayre, q Hridges Street. Covent Carden. 
.. 13 Brid"es Street. CO\'cnt Carden. 

Dov.'nl, nlnck 1I01'5e: Aile)" Fleet St~et. 
Johnaon, -4 Ludpte 1m!. 
Macleosh, 48 Ludgate Hill 
Macrea, 10 Orunge Street, Leicester Fields. 
Weatl ,erby ( 15 numlJent in a )'ear), Oxendcn Strt."tL 
Sir Sampson Wright (once a month). How Streel. 

The publ ic offices show (I multiplica tion or work connected with the Law. 

ACCountant·Ceneral's Office. 
Admiralty Office. 
Aftida\'it Office.. 
Alienation Office. 

LAW ANO OTHER punLiC OFFICES 

(most of whtcb are under Go~emment) 

American Claims OffiCt'. 
Auditor'. Office. 
AugmentatiOfl Oftice.. 
nank 01' England. 
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Bankrupt OIfICt'. 
Hill of Middluu Office. 
Uorough Compttt. 
Borough Couf'\.o( SOUth .. ·.rk. 
Chancery Court .• 
Chancery Office. 
ChillOgl'llphn's Office. 
Cit)' Solicitors Office. 
Clerk of the C_TOII'" Office. 
Clerk of Ihe Docquels (K It). 
Clerks or the J)ocquell (C,I\) 
Clerk of the Errors Office. 
Clerk of Ihe Erron Office (",n.). 
Clerks of the EUOlgtlS Office. 
Cleric of the Juries. 
Clerk of the OU(la\\'rie~. 
Clerk of tht I':lpcn Office ,"':,11.). 
Clc~ of Ihe Pal>ers Office (C 1'.). 
Clerks of Ihe Rules Offict' 
Common Uail Office. 
Common Pleas of I'rCllhonotancs' Offitt" 
Corpornlion of Cuujlor!>' Off.et. 
Couns or Commun I'le35, King's Bench, and 

Exchequer. 
Courts of Record. 
Crown Office. 
Cunilor', Office 
Custos B~\'ium Offief'. 
Ueclal;tllon OffiCi'. 
DispcnSiltion Office (c.). 
Ouch)' Court of LlInC;l~IH 
I:nrolment Oliiee. 
Error Offict'. 
Examiner'S Office. 
Exchetlucr Chambel Offire. 
Exchequer of 1'1c:a ~ omu: 
Excisc Office. 
Fen Office. 
Filaccr's Office \0 thr Cummon Pleas. 
Filacer's, E~igentcr'~ nnri Clerk of Ihl' Outla\\ric~ 

Office 
First· Fruits Office. 
Fleet rri~Otl. 
Foreign Apposer', Office-. 
Game Tax Office. 
General Accountant IImce of !\e\\ DUlies 
Ceneral Post·Office. 
Guildhall. 
lI acknc), Coach and Chair Offire. 
li anaper Ollice.. 
\-t at Licence Office. 
H a\\'!cers' and Pedlar. ' Office. 
'-J eralds' College Office. 
Horse-Dealers' T II: Office 
Inrolment. of Finet and Receh'er's Office. 
Judges' Chambe:rt. 
l udgment Office, and Cleric of the Docquels. 
King', Bench Office. 
King'. IJench f>rison. 
King'. Remembmnce Office. 
King'. Silver Offir.e. 
L'Iond Tax O ffiCtl for London. 

Lord CtwTlberbtn'. Office.. 
Lord Mayor'. Caun And Olf~ 
Lottery Office. 
LoIU:ry Licen,e Offi, ... 
~Ian.ion lIou'tt' 
'larshalsea, COUTI and I'n~n. 
"a~tln 10 Chancery Office. 
'hosters' Offi.:c (Kmg', lIe-nd, DUlCe) 
'Ia.:.ter of the noll\ Office. 
'Icdicinc I.i<"cncc Ofti, e (~talT1p Ullicel. 
Million Bank. 
~llnt. 
Nav)' Office. 
New l;:\ol. 
X cwg;l.\c Pri~on 
XC" .. PriMm. 
:-;i~i Prius Olliet'. 
Onlnancc Office. 
I'atent Oflice. 
Pa"nbroker~' Liten.e Off,ct 
I'a}' Offite of the Arm} 
I'ay Offire or the :>'a\\ 
I'ell Offit'<:. 
Penn)" PMt Officc~. 
Perfumery Licen(e Office 
l)ellY Bag ()ffice. 
Pipe Office. 
J>lantall(,n Offic~. 
I'ost-lionc Licen,t' Office. 
I're"e:ntation Office ... 
Pn\"y Seal Ollke. 
i'ublte Accounts Offi, e. 
Quten Anne's iloulII)" \)ffic~. 
Keteher-Gener>!I'. Offi(e for St"nlp' 
Reg'§te r Ofhco;. 
Regi§tcr Office of Dew, III :\1It1dle d'~. 
Regisfer contlliTlin~ \I:trnage~ "j the fleet, 

Mayfair. and Mtnt 
Rrpon Office. 
Return Office-. 
Rolls Office. 
KOIation Officl'S ill the Count)· of )lIddlhe,(. 
Salt ORk-e. 
Seal Office. 
SecondarlCl Office of \,Iea~ 
Sccret::uy of State" Offin 
Scssion, H nu~e. 
Sherin, of l.ondon'l Office. 
Sheriffs of :o.liddlc~,1·i Office 
Sick and ' Iurt Sc;ulIen', Offier 
Signers of Wri ts Officc. 
Signct Office. 
Si,l Clerk,. Office. 
South·Sea lloose:. 
StAmp Office. 
SubprenA Office. 
Tax Office. 
TCOIhs Office. 
Treasury. 
Treasll l')'_Kei!I>c r (C. P.). Mr. Stubbs. 
Trinity H ouse:. 
\,ictu.'Ioni_g Office. 
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War OliiCt'. 
Warnun of AnOrDC!Y Office. 
\\'eslminscc:r H an. 

Whitecbape:1 Court. 
Wine Licen ce O ffice. 

The following were thl! princi pal hospi tals and public charit ies:-

The Royal Hospital at Greenwich. 
Commissioners and Officen of Illc Ro),al Hospital 

III Chelsea. 
_Chaner House, fou nded by Thomas Sullon, 'Esq., 

in 16 1 I-

St. Banholonlcw's Hospital, founded by Henry 
VIII .. IH9. 

Chri5t', Hospital, founded b), Edward VI., ' 552. 
nridc1l'cll and Bethlehem, founded by Edward 

VI., 1553-
$1. Tbomn'. Hospital, founded by Edward VI., 

1553· 
Cuy's Hospital. 
\Veslminsler Infinnaf')" 
St. Ceorge's Hospital. 
The Foundling Hospilal. 
Lying-in Chanty. 
London Hospital. 
Middlesex Hospital. 
Small-pox H051)ita~ in Cold Bath Fields, and 

Hospilal (or J noculation, 31 Pancras. 
Hospital for French Protestants. 
Lock Hospital. 
Corpol'ation (or Sick and Maimed Seamen. 

• 

T he Urilish Lying-in Hospital for Married Women 
Cit), of London Lying.in Hospital. 
SL Luke's Hospital for Lunaties. 
Marine Society's Office. 
Welsh Charity. 
The As)' lum, or House of Refuge, for Orphan Girls. 
Magdalen Hospital. 
London \\'orkltouse. 
General Dispens.'lry. 
Medical Society of London. 
We5tmin5ler General Dispcniarr. 
Public Dispensary. 
Middlesex Dispensary. 
Humane Society. 
A list of the Court of Assistants. 
Orphan School. 
Society fOr prolnotini Christiltn Knowledge. 
Society for promoting tile Gospel in Foreign 

P;'Irtl. 
Societ)' for promoting Religious Knowledye 

among the Poor. 
Patrons of the Anniversary of the Charit), Schools. 
The Thirty-onc Elder Brethron of the Trinity 

House . 


