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CHAPTER 

SOCIET\ 

SOCIETr. carly in this e ighteenth century, was,. in man)' respects, s till in the making. 
Some of the old barbarities had disappeared-the new order was as ret uncertain. 
Side by side with a respect for rank which had suffered nothing from the Common. 
wealth- not in any sen~ a levelling Rt:! public-lhe~ were growing up the cli\ims 
for consideration of wealth made in trade, and of the professions to assen thti r claim 
to belong to societ)' . or to construct a societr for themselves. 

If we consider the state of society at Bath say. abom the yea r 1720. a time of 
which we possess very full informat ion ; and if we remember that similar conditions 
prevailed wherever the world that was polite met with the \\ orld which endeavoured 
to be poli te, we may understand something of the society or London. 

First. the amusements consisted or the bowling g reen. the gaming table. and 
the coun try dance. There was 110 rule or order. If they wanted to dant::e all night. 
they did; ir they wanted to gamble all nigh t, they d id. The gcntlemen appeared 
in boots ir they chose; they wore thei r swords, and sometimes drew them. The 
ladies appeared in "apron!; "; this was a Illost tlagram offence against good 
manners. The nobility refus(!d to speak with the mere genlry,- these rerused to 
speak with people in trade or professions. Ladies who had pedigrees refused to 

• speak wrm ladies who had none. They lodged in rooms ill-furnished- " two or 
three chairs and a looking-glass "-dirty, the floors washed with a mixture of soot 
a.nd sta le beer, and the whole suite unpainted. The pump rOOI1l was under no 
order i the streets were neiLher paved nor lit. 

Nash, the director or ceremonies, the king or Hath, changed all this. He 
built the Assembly Room i he engaged a band of music; he placed the pump room 
under rule ; he caused the streets to be paved and lit; he laid out ga rdens, and he 
ruled the Assembly. At six o'clock, the company being already assembled, he entered 
the rOOm ; on his arrival the band struck up. H e then selected the gentleman of 
highest rank, and presented him to the lady of highest rank. They performed a 
minuet.,..- he then handed the lady back to her seat, and presented the gentle
man to another lady, tht: next in precedence. These two danced together. 

". 
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The di~tor of ceremonies then chose another gentleman. and so it went on (or two 
hours. the rest of the company sitting looking on or walking about. On the 
benches behind sal a row of waiting. maids who came with thei r mistresses to be 
ready in case of a " head" being disarranged or a hoop getting out of place. 

At eight o'clock the country dances began,-for these all stood up; but here the 
director's real troubles began. or course the dancers were arranged with due 
regard to rank, those of the highes t rank standing at the top. But a country dance 
is a leveller; needs must that every couple should go down the line dancing with 
every other couple. Ladies with pedigrees, unfortunately, carried their prejudices into 
the dance and refused to take the hand of other ladies who had no pedigree. Then 
the director watched. J r he found one lady evading the offer of the hand, or 
substituting a tap on the back of the hand of the social inferior, he sternJy interfered : 
II Take hands or leave the room!" Sometimes, when a couple of higher rank had 
danced down to the end, they would back out. "Go and take your place with the 
rest," Mr. Director ordered, "or leave the room!" 

Once the ., 0-- of R --"-respect for rank so exal ted makes the narrator 
thus disguise the name, but we can penetrate the secret-came in an apron. Nash 
0tserVed il. He advanced, and with his own hands he lore it off. "Your G--," 
h said, toss ing the apron LO the bench of maids, " let your servallls-not yourself
c me to an assembly in aprons." 
I At nine they rested for tea; at eleven the director held up his hand; the 

music stopped j the evening was over. 
t Here is a dancing master's advertisement. It is more instructive than pages 

on description :-
t .. At Duke's LONG ROOM, I n Paternoster Row. GROWN Ge~ltlemen or Ladies 

are taught a Minuet, or the Method of Country Dances, with the modern Method 
of Footing j and that in the genteelesl, and most expeditious, and private Manner. 
And for the greater expedition of such gentlemen as chuse to dance in company, 
there's a compleat Set of Gentlemen assemble every Monday and \'Ved nesday 
evening for the said purpose. Gentlemen or Ladies may be waited on at their own 
Houses by favoring me with a line directed as above. Likewise to be had at my 
House, as above, a Book of I nstructions for the figuring pan of Country Dances, 
with the· Figure of the Minuet annex'd thereon. drawn out in Characters, and laid 
down in such a !\'Ianner, that at once casting your Eye on it, you see the Figure 
directly form'd as it is to be done; so that a person, even that had never learnt, 
might, by the help of this book, soon make himself Master of the figuring Part. 
Such as reside in the Country, I doubt not, would find it of immediate Service, as 
they had not always an Opportunity of having Recourse to a Dancing Master. 
Price lOS. 6d. N. Duke's Dancing Master." -

Apply this history to London. There were still people of rank living in the 
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City early in the eighteenth century, but these were few. When the City Assembly 
was started there were nOlle ; the separation of the aristocracy from the City was 
complete for a hundred and fifty years. Blit there was rank of another kind in the 
City-Lord Mayor, past Lord Mayors, Aldermen, Sheri ffs, CommQn Councilmen ; 
when these had taken ,their places, they were followeu by the weallhier merchants 
and their wives. The same jealousy was shown in the City as elsewhere as to rank : 
as to pedigree, we fear that as little as possible could be sa id about it in a century 
when the boy who swept and washed the noor so often rose to be Chier Magistrate. 

There was a side of City life somewhat be tte r than thal of the tave rns and the 
coffee-houses. \Ve shall find a noti ce of it in the Dillry of Catherine Hulton, the 
daug hter of the well-known Birming ham H utton. When Catherine H utton came to 
London for the first timc- it was in I nS,-her fi rst visit was to the Royal 
Exchange, where she was amazed a t the elegance of the shops, the number of the 
carriages, and the fin e dr~ss of the people. I t must be remembered that as ye t the 
fashion able shops were all in the City, and that l adi~s drovc to Ludgate Hi ll and 
Cheapside to do their shoppi ng and to buy fine th ings, just as they now d ri ve to 
Bond Street and Regent Stree t. The next day being unday, she wem into the 
Park and walked up and down the Mall for three hours, waiting to sec the King. 
At last he came out, with the Q ueen, in three cha irs, preceded by the foo tmen and 
the yeomen of the Gua rd. The King looked sour, and his face was red and bloa ted. 
He took no notice of the people, who bowed to him as he passed along. The 
Qucftn, for her part, affa bly returned the civilities of the people. Catherine was then 
taken to Kensing ton Gardens, at that time the fashionable resort. Five hundred 
carriages were there, with a multitude of fin e people. 

We find an a~count of another Sunday, spent with quiet people. Catherine 
rose a t seven ; she dressed for church ; she breakfasted; she spent two hours 
doing nothing; she went to church ; she returned; she ate half a cheesecake ; she 
dressed to dine with tt.'1r. Sh uttleworth , the clergyman, after the second service, at 

which there was no sermon, At Mr. Shuttleworth 's she met ~ I r. Purcell , a ru ined old 
man, who lived upon his friends. " His face proclaimed him a drunkard, and his 
manners at table an epicure." There was another g uest who said nothing. The 
dinner, served at three, consisted of salmon at one end of the table, served with 
fennel-sauce, melted butter, lemon-pickle, and soy ; at the other end a loin of veal 
roasted, with kidney beans and green peas. I n the middle stood a hot pigeon-pie 
with yolks of eggs in it. After thi s course appeared a ham and chickens ; when 
these werr laken away there followed a currant-tan. After the cloth was removed, 
gooseberries, currants, and melon were placed on the table, with wine and cider. 
The young lady was called upon to g ive a toast. She did so, and when that was 
done the ladies reti red. At five o'clock they sent word to the gentlemen that tea 
was ready. 

J' 



Tbit brIe( ......... or. dinner is cbancteriotic or tile _tury. 
-a copious meal i it was a time of ~t eating as well as great drinking; even these 
moderate and religious people sit for an hour at least over the boulc, and one of the 
clergyman's guests is i.l drunkard as well as an epicure. Catherine could not be 
expected to know that it is impossible for a drunkard to Le an epicure. 

During her second visit to London, Catherine Hutton made a voyage to Margate. 
which was a1ready a great place of summer resort for the ci tizens. The parly went 
by the hoy, which performed the voyage in nine hours and fony minutes. She says 
that it was a .. glorious excursion," and that for four hours she was if mist:rably ill 
and in strong hysterics." " We supped at Mitchener's, and after supper had a bottle 
of wine made into negus." The party stayed in Margate three nights, and the 
voyage back took thirty-six hours. 

On this visit her brother procured admission to the King's Birthnighr Ball at 
St, James's Palace, It would seem as if an outer circle was formed, in which the 
spectators stood while the King and Quet!1l walken round the inner circle of the 
nobility, speaking to everyone, The walk rOllnd fll1isheiJ , the young Prince of 
\Vales, then about eighteen, opened the ball with a minuet. 

I n the City there were two assembly or subscription balls, The more aristo
ratic-the Almack's of London- was called the City Assembly, The subscription 

twas three guineas; there were 200 subscribers and ten balls, To become a 
lcmber, she says. required as much inte rest as to become a member or Parliament. 

atherine, however, had the honour of being present as the guest of a member, 

"At hIM-past 5e\'en the gentleman entered our drawing-roolll, drCiscd ill tl suit of pale blue l~rench 
Uk, spoued with pink tlnd green, tho COOt lined with pink silk plush i his hair in a oog, n white reather in 

his hat, a sword by his side, and his rumes and frills of line point la~, Much coft.fort, you may bclie\'e, I 
expecled in 5uch a partner i but ver), little did 1 find, for the fine clothes danced e\'el')' dance with !mother 
lady, The spectacle made me some amends, howe\'er, (or it was the finest I ever !IlIW, the Ihrthnight Ball 
excepted. The men were Chiefly in dress CO:lts, "" itn their hair in bags ; those who ..... ere not, wore cloth 
coats trimmed wllh narrow gold lace, ""hite ",·aistc::o.,\ts or sih'er tissue, or ornamented "'ilh gold sp.'\ngles, 
and the l\3ir in a short thick Queue, ..... ith curls firing out on cach side o( the head. Many of the elderly 
ladies were ~most covered with diamonds. 

The number o( foreign fnces were remarkabte ; and half the names I heard \\'ere roreign; among 
them wR$ the French Amoossador i the subscription to the City Assembly hi three gllinc35. There are 
twO hundred subscribers and ten nights. $0 each night's expenses are sixty guineas. The subcribcrs are the 
first people in the City, The rooms are lighted with \\'Il)( ; the hrnnches ror the candlt::s, the urns for tea 
and coll'~, lind the baskelli ror cakes and macaroon~ arc o( silver." 

The other and rival institl1lion-the London Assernblr- was not so select in its 
company , 

"It is 31 the London Tavern, in the finest room that my eyes ever beheld. The W31lS are coloured. 
light blue, and om3.mented with carvings and paintings i a large re<.:e&1I at the lower end or the room it 
entirely of looking-glass. 'nIt curtains and SOr.8 are or pale blue silk, with gold (ringe, The middle 
hcnre cost ISo guineu, One hundred and twenty couples can daltce in (our sets, divided by ropes. 
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11Ie sublcriptlon i. five guineas for eight nights, :and the requisites for appearing are a dreu CQlt or a 
I laced frock." 

T here was an assembly at Southwark, of which Catherine Hutton knew 
nothing. J "deed, so far ~ J know, history preserves but one anecdOlc concerning 
this assembly. The doors opened from the street into the dancing-room. On one 
occasion, when the 'iile of the borough were assembled and the ball was at its best, 
the doors were pushed open by one of a troop of oxen which were being driven 

\ 
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along the High Streef. The creature' ran in, followed by the others. presenting 
th reaten ing horns in every direction. With shrieks and cries the dancers fell back, 
and of course sprawled headlong over the seats and over each other. None of the 
genLiemen dared to confrom the strange visitors. It was the proprietress, renowned 
rut her punch. who came to the rescue and drove them out with her apron and a 
"Shoo! shoo!" T hen the company all gOl lip again and repaired. as well as they 
could. the wrecked head·dresses and the torn finer}'. Meanwhile, more punch was 
brewed, and the spirits of the company revived. 
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Subscription baHs or assemblies were held outside the City at the Great Concert 
Room in Dean Street, Soho, every Wednesday, for a course of six weeks. Ladies' 
tickets. two guineas; gentlemen's, three; non-subscribers to pay respectively half a 
guinea and fifteen shillings. Coffee and lea were provided at a sideboard ; and the 
doors opened at nine o'clock. 

Thirteen years later Catherine Hutton wenl once more to the Ci ty Assembly. 

U I h:we been ,,'ilh M.I$. Andre to the City AssemlJly, bUI assemblies are nothing to me. I viewed 
Ihis as :l, show, :\ spectadt; in which 1 had no interest. There is an interval of thirtccn years between this 
time afmy going and the last, and the compnrison furnishes me with no v el)' lJIC3sing reflections. T he 
rooms wcre excessively crowded. The men were 311, wilh the exception of one individual, dressed in silk, 
bee, or embroidery, The women hlld line shapes, large hoops, nnd danced gmcefully; nnd m)' shllpe was 
(l.S good, and m)' hoop as b.18t, a.nd Ill)' dnncing as graceful as the 1x-sL The lI'omen were more beautiful 
(lnd well dressed; but as to elegance, it is almost lost in fashion. The heads were in the Turkish fashion, 
which is becoming. but thc shape is hiddt n in the petticoats, and the dancing is a quick jumping jig. I 
ft h 3S if I were not one of tbem." 

There were slrict rules as to dress and etiqucue. A gentleman who did not 
inlend to dance could present himself at an assembly in boots; but dancing in 
boots was absolutely prohibited. It was common for a gentleman to present a lady 
with a ticket, escort her alone [ 0 the assembly, and dance with her all night. It 

I does not seem lhal a formal introduct ion was necessary to en title a genLlemall to 

I address a lady. If a gelllieman became involved in a fracas, if his conduct were 
noisy, if his characler were notorious, the rest of the company would join in a note 
requesting him to withdraw, If he pers isted, he was called to accoun t by one of the 

~ gentlemen present. Insults, and even actual violence, wert: nOl infrequen t. For 
\ instance, it is recorded how, at an assembly. one of the company, jealous of Peregrine 

Pickle's elegance and Emil ia's beauty, endeavoured to move them out of thei r place 
in a country-dance. On being remonstrated with , he refused to comply with lhe 
rules of good breeding. Peregrine. enraged, snatched off his wig, and lh rew it in his 
face. The aggr"essor then showed the white fealher, anq declined the sa tisfaction 
supposed to be afforded by being run through. PercbYTi ne. therefore, walched his 
opportuni ty, and administered a cudgelling. . 

Private balls were called" drums" ; and a drum on a large scale was familiarly 
termed a "squeezer." A d rum is defined by a contemporary writer as ,I a' riotous 
assembly of fashionable people of both sex~ al a private house; not unaptl)' styled 
a drum, from the noise and emptiness of the enter"tainment. There are also drum
major, rou t, lempest, and hurricane, differing onl)' in degrees of multitude and uproar, 
as the sign ificant name of each declares." 

lL will be underslood, therefore, lhat the City had its social side. and that of the 
beller kind. There was a musical side; there was also a card-playing side ; and 
lhere was lhe side of the City feasting, The companies, by this time eXlinct as 
trade unions, and with no more connectioq (except the Goldsmiths, the Fish-
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mongers, the Stationers. and one or two of the smaller companies) with the trades 
they represented. spent a great deal of thei r incomes, which were in some few cases 
very large, in great dinners, to which the Livery were invited. These dinn!:rs were 
chiefly for the men. The ladies had thei r card-parties with suppers. Private dinner
parties in the City seem to have been simply the casual invit.ation nf one or two 
guests to a family dinner. For instance, when the pudding was ready the book
seller would invite any aUlhor in his shop to step in and share it. In the early part 
of the century, water-parties on the river, a tri p to Hampstead. a walk in Moor
fields made up the whole of the excursions beyond the walls. I ndeed, the roads 
were so infested by highwaymen and f4?Otpads that it was not safe to drive to any 
distance. 

To make this gl impse or City life more complete, we find the men gathering 
togethGr nigh t after night at coffee-house and tavern ; to this point I shall return 
again presently. The ladies, left alone, form their own society with cards and gossip 

I 
and scandal. Onc must not forgct the religious soIde, which kept open the City 
churches in the week and filled the City chapels. I have looked in vain for the 
literary side! Alas! in the City it existcci not. 

Society improved in one respect at least during the eighteenth century. I f the 
gulf between the gent ry and the rest of the world was widened; if barristers and 
physicians were considered as disqualified by their profession frolll having the t!lItrte 

to good society; if the merchant's calling, which filled the land with wealth, was 
dcspised,-noblemen consented to come down, and no longer affec ted to be on a 
social level above and beyond that of the landed gen try around them. This increase 
of consideration for the landowner was doubtless due to the enormous increase in the 
value of Jand i 50 much more land was put under cul tivation, drained, planted, lUrned 
into fields, that a man who, under Charles 11., was a yeoman, with twO or three 
hundred pounds a year. became a country squire with as many thousands, able to 
keep up as great Slate as the Earl, his neighbour. 

The last twenty years of the century do nOt present either the City or the 
West End in a favourable light. The people of fashion, as we have seen, had 
separated themselves almost entirely from trade. The country contained an 
aristocracy of the very worst kind: they were landlords, in many cases absentees ; 
they lived apart, devouring the fruits of the earth ; they were not of ancient lineage; 
in many cases there was nothing at all in their records which ennobled them, not 
any achievement ei ther by land or by sea; in the courts of justi ce, as in the Houses 
of Parliament, the older families were ex tinct or represented. only in the female line; 
the later Tudor nobles for the most part did nothing. Yet these people fo rmed them
selves into a caste which kept aloof from the industries, trade, enterprise, art, seier-ceo 
literature of their time. As for the citizens of London, the "caste" hated and 
despised them; they were always hurling contempt upon them ; they were the plelJs; 
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they were known, if they ventured into the Park, by their walk. In a very fashionable 
novel of the time a City lady with her daughters is represented as calling upon a lady 
of Tank. The City visitors arc treated with the utmost rudeness; when they go, the' 
people of rank run to the windows and laugh at them as they ge t into their carriage. 

Perhaps the manners of the City left a good deal to desire. Living by them· 
selves, especially when they ceased to live in the City and began to rCLire to the 
suburbs. the citizens lost their ancient dignity and the stalely manner wh ich made 
a Gresham welcome at the COUft. There was doubtless a vulgarity among the 
richer sort which had not been noticed, say, under Charles the Second. Add to 
this, tbat the Cit)l oftlces for nearl y a hundred years ceased to be desi red or held 
by the morc important citizens; lOO often they were held by tradesmen who were 
illitera te and common. One may say this wi thout fear of g iving offence. because 
during the last quarter of il century so g reat li nd beneficial a change has come over 
the City, and its g reat offices are now genera lly held by those who fta r not to stand 
before kings. 
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TilE PARKS 

LI FE in London would have been dull without the Parks. These were St. 
James's Park , Hydt! (gent;::rally spell H ide) Park. and Green Park. The two 
gardens of fashionable fTsart in the preceding century. tht: Spring Gardens and the 
Mulberry Gardens, were now built upon: the former wt:re covered with houses and 
stree ts; upon the lan er was erec tt:d the" Queen's HOllse," now Buckingham 

Palace. 
The time for walking in the Park was, in the morning, between twelve and two 

- that is, before din ner : in the evening. from seven o'clock until midnight in the 
summer-that is to say, after dinner. 

The chief pleasure of walking in the Park was the general freedom of can· 
versation. The people all belonged, or pretended to belong, to the leisured class 
which has no work to do; there was no taint of trade or the City among those who 
lounged abou t the Park at noon. Servants in livery were not allowed in S t. 
James's Park; they remained outs ide, just as they now w'l it outside the shops in 
Regent Street. Children were not allowed in the Park. \Vhen we read of ladies 
exchanging jokes and ., chaff" with gentlemen whom they casually met for the fi rst 
time, without introduction, we may remember that society was smaller and very 
much narrower than at present; that it was quite easy, should a chance acquain tance 
be followed up, to find out who and of wha t position that person was, There were 
adventurers, to be sure, and it was not always safe to trust to outward appearances. 
Ladies of cracked reputation, ladies of no reputation at all, ladies horri bly in debt 
and anxious to transfer those debts to a husband, walked in the Park and 
endeavoured to captivate a likely man. Gentlemen-they were nearly always 
gentlemen by birth and breeding-sought in the Park to find that t"ara avis so much 
desired by the impecunious and the adventurous, the hei ress. 

Meantime, those who really belonged to society seem to have been perfectly 
regardless of the manners and morals and intentions and desires or the company 
they met. Sometimes the ladies wore masks, which gave them greater freedom, 
T he Park, in fact, set the fashion to the spas-Epsom, Tunbridge Wells, Bath, 

,"7 
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and Hampstead-in allowing the whole company to divert themselves together, as if 
they were alJ friends and acquaintances. In the Park not only the ladies, but also 
the men, displayed the most ex travagant and costly dresses, with the most art ificial 
manners: the note of the day, either in the cock of the hat, or the carriage of the 
cane, or the shape of the wig, indicated to each other one of the 'Lite. I n the same 
way to.da>' the gilded youth walk down Piccadilly mindful of the angle at which 
they carry their umbrellas, or the masonic sign. legi ble only to each other, of the un
buttoned or the buttoned coat. The modern man of fashion, however, has not by any 
means the scope (or gen ius which was afforded to his predecessor in the last century. 
He, the Beau, who was followed by the Dandy, the Macaroni, and the J essamy. was 
able to assume an extravagance of language. with new and affected phrases. an 
artificial intonation. a slow, special, and impudently superior ulterance. It would 
seem strange, were it not that modern instances show it to be possible, that a beau 
should not have appeared to all the world the most contemptible and ridiculous 
object in tbe world. Beau Brummell, one of the last of his tribe, was never laughed 
at. It seems wonderful. On the contrary, his affectations and his impudence were 
universally admired. \Vhy? Because impudence is alway5 ad mired. h is a rare 
quali ty ; it commands attention ; and it can only effectively be met by the quick 
etort or repartee, the power for which is so rare. 

The beau of the last century possessed unusual facilities and opportunities; he 
~ould be a beau in so many different ways. There was his dress, in which he could 
./be really splendid; his periwig. in which- extravagances of the first water were 
possible; his sl1uff-box-it was decorated with a lovely picLUre of Beauty at the 11alh, 
I-the handling of which is now a lost art; the cravat, on which the highest intellect 
could be employed; the clouded cane, which he alone would carry properly. 

Ladies walking werc attended by their footman, who fo llowed them closely, 
carrying his long stick of office. It was a survival of the time when the footman 
was an armed retainer, who protected his mistress should she venture abroad. On 
Sunday, the Park was crowded by Ci ty people: the young men turned out in the 
afternoon in the hired tilbury or on the hired hack, showing off their skill in driving 
or riding, and taking off their hats to ladies whom they pretended to know. This 
invasion of the Parks by the City gave great offence to people of fashion, who lost 
no opporcunity of proclaiming their contempt for trade. 

"The City gentry," says a writer in J 744. "are as distinguishable as a judge 
from his clerk or a lady from her waiting-woman. . . . Every illiterate coxcomb 
who has made a fortune by sbarping or shopkeeping will endeavour to mimic the 
great ones; yet with all aids whatsoever they appear at best but as very mean 
copies of fine originals; the Ludgate H ill hobble, the Cheapside swing, and the 
general Ci ly jolt and wriggle in the gait, being easily perceived through all the 
artifices the smarts put upon them. " 
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The novels 01 the period show this contempt to have been a very real thing, and 
the separation of City and West End to have been wider and deeper than we can 
well understand. Even the most exclusive" set " of modern times may close it'> 

doors to the nouvcate riche, but it no iongf!r pretends to despise the City. The 
fashionable ladi l:!s used to laugh at the airs and pretences of the" draper s assistant 
pretending to be a gentleman, but they could not cndurt: the company of the citizen 
with his wife and daughters, who crowded imo the Park on summer Sunday 
evenings at five o'clock. The fashionable ladies fled: they walked or drove home. 
and dressed for dinne r at six. 

" 'Why." asks a gentleman admitled LO a Jady's carriage, "do you talk with such 
absolute rreedom on )'our own and your rriend's affairs berore your rootmen ? 't 

" What does it matter?" she replies; .. these creatures understand nothing or 
our amours, or our manners, or our language. One can say any thing bdore them. 
They are only servants." 

Later on, rorced into the company or these bckeys, this person discovered 
that the most secret affairs oT their masters and their ladies were openl)" discu~sed. 
with all the details that were provided by the keyhole or by the imagination. In a 
word. the Parks belonged to the aristocracy all the week. and were taken over on 
Sunday evenings in Sli mmer by the citizens. As ror the lower classes, they never 
heard or the Parks. And since they could neither have prize-fi g- hts, nor hunt the 
duck, nor bait the bull, nor draw the badger in H)'de Park and St. James's, they 
would not have gone there h3c1 they known anything about them. 
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MASQUERADES 

IT was a grea t time (or masquerades. They were held at Ranelagh. at the 
Pantheon, a l Vauxhall, at Marylebonc Gardens, and al Court The Master 
of the Revels to George I I. was · a Swiss named Heidegger. This remark
able man was the son of a country clergyman of Zurich : he left his country in 
onsequence of some amour ; he became a servant to gentlemen j in this capacit), he 
isitcd the chief cities of Europe, and acquired a taste for refinement, with a 

onowledge of good living. He came to England either as a servant or as a humble 

f
cpcndant on some nobleman. How he got out of the ranks of servilUde to be 
eceived by people of fashion one knows not; but he did. H e became acknowledged 
s a critic in the opera and the theatre; he improved the decorations of the stage; 

hod by the patronage of the King, George II. , he became manager of the 
Opera H ouse; at the same time he vastly improved the masquerades; he managed 
the King's Theatre; and he was appoin ted Master of the Revds. He became so 

much the fashion that all assembl ies given by the nobility were submitted to his 
correction and advice. He made an income of five thousand pounds, which he 
literally devoured-for nearly all went in extravagant eating and drinking. He died 

at the age of ninety in the year 1749. 
" His foibles," said a contempora ry, " if they deserve so ha rsh a name, were 

completely covered by his charity, which was boundless:" 
.. You know objects of distress better than I do," he would observe ; "be so kind as 

to distribute this money for me." After a successful masquerade, he had been known 

to give away several hundred pounds at a time. So says the worthy J ohn Nichols. 
H is masquerades were censured by the satirisLS, although the fault was with the 
great world which supported them. Pope trimmed him in the DUluiad; Fielding 
whipped him in Tile Afas9ucrade: A Potm.,. and Hogarth made an incomparable 
etching, repletc with sarcastic wit, which was sensibly levelled at the exalted patrons 
as well as the foreign projector of those scenes of dissipation. This scarce prinl
bearing ce rtain references tha t mUSt not be named (0 delicate ears-was, to use the 

••• 
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satirist's own words, "invented for the use of ladies and gentlemen, by the ingenious 
Mr. I-! - d- g- r. " 

The successor of Heidcgger as the purveyor of pleasure for folk uf fashion was 
T eresa Cornelys . She was a German by birth, and began as a public .. inger. Sht:: 
came to London in the year 17 jil, some yc;!rs after the dc<tth of II ciclegger, whose 
place had never been fillt:d up. 

Mrs. Cornelys bought a house in 50ho Square which had been built by the Earl 
of Carlisle, and was called Carlisle House. It was situated on lht! east side of the 
square at the corner of Sulton Street, the site being 110W occupied by a Roman 
Catholic chapel. . This house possessed a garden at the back, part of which was 
bui lt over by Mrs. Cornelys for addi tional rooms. She gave masque rades, balls, and 
concerts a t Carl isle HOllse to her subscribers, who paid so much a year ancl were 
free of a ll the entertainments. Mention is made of them in the journals and memoirs 
of the period; they appea r to have been qu ite as selendid as those of Heidegger. 
Sometimes as many as 500 persons were present at her masquerades; all the windows 
of the square were blocked with people who came to sec the fmc dresses, and would 
not allow a carriage to pass ti ll they had looked at the ladies inside. Unfortunately. 
th ings began to be whispered-things scandalous-as to goings.on at Carlisle House, 
The Grand Jury made reference to these scandals; probably they did l\Irs. Corne Irs 
no good, \Vhen the Pantheon was opened in January 1771, it drew away many 
people who had hitherto patronised Mrs. Cornelys, and in July of that year the 
credi tors of that lady were requested to send in their accounts to !Ir. H ickey, 
a ttorney in S1. Alban's Street, for she had become bankrupt. Then sh p. got pos· 
session of the house again for a while, hut fell into difficulties and was imprisoned 
in the Fleet. Thence she escaped in the RialS of 1780, and, in a humble way, 
sold asses' milk at Knightsbridge, neglected and forgotten by all her former patrons. 
She was again arrested and again taken to the Fleet. where she died in 1 i97. As 
for the house, it was taken down in 1788. 

Masquerades were kept up at the Pantheon and the Gardens. But afte r the long 
war began, the City became 100 impoverished to spend money on these amusements. 
[n the year 1807, Ranelagh was closed. The Pantheon was closed for masquerade 
and opened for opera. It was destroyed by fire in 1792 : a second Pantheon was 
built which was devoted to entertainments, concerts, and lectures. This lasted until 
1812, when it made room for a third Pantheon. T his was taken down and rebuilt in 
1834. It is now a warehouse for wine. 



C HAPT E R IV 

TilE WELLS, SPAS, AND rLI~ASURE·GARDENS 

J UST as, in the earlie r centu ries. the citizens of London fou nd an excuse for a day of 
pleasure and change in pilg rimaging to the sacred shrines and mi raculous images o f 
Willesden and H ornsey. so in the eig hteenth century, a fte r a hund red and fifty yea rs 
during which not only the shrines had been forgotten, bu t the pleasant custom of 
taking a day ou t had also fallen out of use, they substituted a spa for a shrine, a well 
, or a miraculous image. and, pretending to seek cures of all the d iseases that exist, 
hey flocked by multitudes to the newly found waters. These spas speedily los t their 

f riginai reputation : afte r a short pe riod, during which Lh ey were the haun ts of pallid 
ufferers, they lost their medical reputa tion. and became haunts of pleasure and 

amusement i places where they held assemblies and rou ts. and li stened to music; 
places that ended in becoming tea-gardens, sometimes of the lowest possible kind. 

The following is a brief record of the beLlcr known of these pleasure-gardens. 
T he reader who desires to know morc about them, particularl y more about their 
appearance in li terature, is referred to a book on the subject prod uced by Mr. 
Warwick Wroth in 1896, and to the Views of the P leastf,Yc Gardem. publi shed by 
Mr. H . A. Rogers, also in 1896. 

One of the earl iest, and certa inly the most famous, of these spas was that-or 
those. for there were more than one-at H ampstead, the waters of which are S1iJ1 

bel ieved by many to possess health -giving properties. A short stage ran from 
London to H ampstead and back every day ; tbere was accommodation near the wells 
(or the horses of those who rode; and on every Monday from March till November 
there was music with dancing all day long; there was also every day good 
entertainment to be found in eating and drinking. The spa was, in fact. owing to 

the throng of visitors and lodgers, the making of Hampstead, before this time liltle 
more than the abode of a fe w washerwomen. The purity of the air, the 
elevation of the spot-4OO feet above the river ,-and the beauty of the wild H eath. 
were other attractions. People flocked out there ; it was far more convenient to 

have lodgings there than l O go there and back every day. Excellent taverns, 
dinners and suppers, the Greal Room, bowling-greens. shops, speediJy made their 

,,, 
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appearance i fC?f a t ime Hampstead became the favourite and fashionabl e place of 
resort, amusement, and health.seeking. 

The spring wh ich was claimed to possess such wonderful chalybeate properties 
was onc of a g reat many. The Hampstead Ponds and the Highgate Ponds an;:. fed 
from springs which rise in the East Heath and Ken Wood; uther springs on 
T elegraph Hill arc the source of the T )ourn; another spring, now in Fil l John's 
Avenue, preserved its reputation longer e\'en than the spring in \\'ell \\·alk. 

{'II. !! ~T. J'A"IiCJtAS CIi U ItCII 

This spring appears as a token of the seventeenth century. repre.senting a well 
and a bucket on one side. and on the other the words" Dorothy Rippin at the \Vell 
in H ampstead." This, however, was before Hampstead bccamt: fashionable. Its 
palmy days were the first thirty years of the eighteenth century. ' I he Great Room 
where the concens and dancing took place continued to stand until a recent year, 
when i~ was pulled down to make room for the new buildings called Gainsborough 
Gardens. The spring, now on the Other side of the road, was formerl y on the same 
sidt! as the. Great Roonl . The place deteriorated in character, a thing which happens 
to all London resorts. The usual invasion of the ladies who spoil all and ruin a11-
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plac:es as well as men-began. The Great Room was turned into an Episcopal 
chapel, and the dances and concerts ceased. Another unfortunate circumstance 
damaged the reputation of Hampstead. Opposite the Great Room was a chapel 
called Sion Chapel, where, as at Mayfair Chapel, couples could gel married for five 
shillings if they could produce a licence. The licence may have been doubtful, but 
the feast that followed left no doubt. 

The Hampstead Assemblies were continued long after the curative property of 
the wells had ceased to attract. These were held in the I. Long Room," which stood 
on the other side of "Veil \Valk oPl>osite to the Greal Room. 

Kilburn \¥el1s was a successor of Hampstead. Here, too, were a Great Room 
(or dancing and music, and other rooms for breakfast, dinner. and supper. It was 
carried on for about thirty years, becoming a tea-garden and then a tavern. 

Nearer London, on the south side of Old Sl. Pancras Church, was lhe spa called 
Pancras \\Tells. The water was advertised as sovereign against many diseases: "it 
cleanses the body and sweetens the blood, and is a general and sovereign help lO 
Nature." Still nearer London were the New Tunbridge '"Veils, the London Spa, 
he New Wells. Sadler's Wells, Bagnigge Wells, and St. Chad's Well, Balllc

ridge. 
New Tunbridge Wells. or Isl ington Spa, was discovered in 1683, and it was 

retended that the water possessed the same properties as that of Tunbridge \Vells 
Kent. It was also pretended that the virtues of the well had been known before 

1C Reformation, and that the monks of Clerkenwell gave sick people these waters 
nd attributed thei, recovery to their own prayers; but the memory of~ the well 

passed out of men's minds until it was rediscovered by one Sadler at the time 
mentioned above. In the summer of 1700 the place was greatly in favour with the 
public ; on twO days in the week there was dancing. In 1733 the Princesses Amelia 
and Caroline drank the "-:'3ters here regularly. The place has an interesting history 
and a literature by no means contemptible. Its attractions consisted of very pleasant 
gardens and wa1ks, music, dancing; and an attempt was made to keep the place 
respectable. Early in the nineteenth century the gardens were gradually buil t over 
until only the well remained. which, in 1842, was opened to the p.ublic for s ixpence a 
visit T he well has now ceased to flow. 

The garden named Bagnigge \Vells was open as a spa and a pleasure-garden for 
a long term of )rears. viz. from 1759 to 1848, when the last entertainment was given. 
r he garden lay at the boltom of the Fleet valley in a kind of marsh; it was provided 
with rustic bridges over the narrow stream; with arbours, grottoes, dancing-rooms, 
dining- and tea-drinking rooms. 

The following account of Bagnigge ,"Vells on a Sunday morning-for the place 
was by no means one of evening reson only- will serve for most of these gardens. 
It is taken from a volume of tracts, in a chapter called" A Sunday Ramble":-
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.. A few yenrs ago this place had nothing to bo.'l.St of, being only a litt le alehouae, seldom visited 
by penon. of Ilny credit j but since the present proprietor has had possession, the gardens bave been 
continually enlarging Dod improving, to the perfection in which you now see them. So t~t they lu,'c 
at present very li ttle to envy, in my opinion, even the justly celebrated ones of Vnuxhllll; and are 
much superior to most of the numerous tea-gardcns fUll will visit in the afternoon. This great room, 
",bich il now converted into two, was some time since much adlnired for its elegl1nce, and greatly fre· 
quented on account of a fine organ placed there for the entertamment of the comp.1ny. The organ, 
ho .... 'cver, is not now sutTered to be used on Sunday; nonc being permitted at the public places in 
this county since the o[lCning of the Pantheon in the Sp:.y .. ·Fields as a pre3ching pl3ce ; and the room 
is divided (though the fo rmer deg3nce rem3ins) because of the vast number of people th:.t used to 
walk there, 10 the greal hindrance of the waitcr~, who were br that means pre\'ented from gi\'ing proper 
attendance. 

When my frIend had informed me of these particulars, J proccedo:d to take a view of the place, 
which J fou nd to consist of sc\'eral beaut iful walks, ornamented with a great \'ari"t~· of cunQUS shrubs 
and flo wers, all in the utmost perfection . About the centre of Ihe garden is a Snl:lll round fish-pond, 
in the midst of which is a curious fountain, representing a Cupid IlCstriding a ~ \\'an, which SPOUIS three 
streams of water through its bt!ak to a grc3t height. Round this place, and indcHl almost over th: 
whole garden, are genteel seats for the company; which, my fri,cnd S.lid, we should undoubtedl)' lind 
quite (ull in the afternoon, notwithst::md1l1g their prodigious number. At a little distante from the pond 
is II small, neat coUage, llUilt in the nlra\ style; and not far from that, over :l blidgc kadm).: across a 
piece of water that passes through part of the garden, is :l ptett}' piece of groHo work. large enClugh 10 
conta.in ncar twenty people. ncsidt:~ which, there is n house, and s..::\'cral scab pl:lccd by the w:ltenid..:, 
for such of the company :l!i choose tu smoke, or drink C)·dct, :tIc, l:t c. , which :tr..:: not permittcd m the 
other parts of the gnrden." 

I n the south of London there were also some, bu t not so manr as in the 
norch. For instance, there were I3ermondsey Spa and Lambed,; \\'dls. All 
these spas became. first, places of public resort and amusement, then ·ea-gardens, 
then tave rns, and then d isreputable places. Apa rt , however, from tht: sp.tS and 
wells were the places which pretended to be nothing but gardens of pleasure. 
or these there was an amazi ng number; in fact, every suburban tavern of lhe 
eighteenth century had its ga rden, its ornamental water. its rustic bridgc. its 
statues, its fountains. its dancing.room, its orchestra. Foremost alllollg them were 
Cuper's Gardens, the gardens of Vauxha ll , of Ranelagh. of i\ Iarrlebonc, and 
the notorious T emples of Flora and Apollo ac ross the water. and the \\"hi te 
Conduit House. ~' hese ga rdens were crammed with people everr fine evening 
in summer. They were all with in easy access of London : a short walk led the 
ci tizen who resided il l Cheapside to the \ \l hite Conduit H ouse; a boat took him 
easily to Vauxhall or to Ranclagh ; a tra,rell ing coach took him in half an hour 
to Marylebone Gardens, Here he could pass a pleasan t evening with his wife 
and daughters: there were music and singing; there was dancing; there were 
performances on Ihe tight-rope ; there were rl reworks; there was supper with 
port wine or punch. I n these gardens all classes met freely : provided people 
behaved quietly it mattered nothing what their reputation might be; the worthy 
citizen and his daughters enjoyed their evening none the less because in the 
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next alcove two or three rather noisy young gentlemen were entertaining two 
or three very joyous young ladies. Nor did it diminish their happiness to know 
that a notorious highway robber was parading the walks. 1 n some respects it 
was a tolerant age. 

The White Conduir House derived its name from an old .stone c,?nduiL 
house bearing the initials of John Sutton's name, and erected over a head of 
water which supplied the foundation of the Charter House with waLer. The 
gardens are described (Nelson 's fsli1lgton) as laid out in a .. neat manner," There 

"/1. \' lIm' 0 1' lI "I.VIIOS Il (':AI1.I) &S~. 5110 \\ 1:':,: Til " GkASIl \ \'AI.II: Ai'1 1) 1'11 1': OKCIII(SIII,A, WITII T ill': )lUSIC K .... PLA \· INC" 

was a circular uasin of wattr in the middle, with boxes around it in which the 
company LOok rdreshments. There were also bowling.g reens, DUlch.pin grounds, 
and a cricket·field. There was an organ of fine tone in one of the rooms. This 
was a great place of resort for citizens of all classes on Sunday afte rnoon, and 
they sat in the arbours and drank tea. All this was nothing unusual, ;and I 
mention the White Condui t House here only as an occasion for quoting a poem 
published in the Gelltlewan's Magazine (May 1760). which I found, however, in 
Nelson's / s/i"glon (p. 94):-

" Wish'd Sunday'. come- minh brightens every face, 
And paints Ihe rose upon Ihe hOU5t-ffillid's cilt(:k, 
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IInlTioll, or Moll more ruddy.-No ..... the heart 
Of ' Prentice, resident in ample street, 
Or alley. kenncl-v.';Ish'd; Chcnpsidc. Com hill. 
Or Cr;lnoourne, thee (or calcuments reno"'o'd, 
\Vith JOY distcnds--his In!:al meridian o'er, 
Wilh switch in hand, he to the If "IIt C/Jllduil 1I11liu 
I-l ies merry.hcarted.- fl uman beings here, 
In couples multitudinous, IlllScmhlc, 
}-'orming the drollest groupe Illat eH~r \ruo 
Fair 1s1i,,):(ofll'tJl/ Il]ains.-)Ialc aller male, 
Dog after dog succeedinJor- husb.1nds, wll-e5. 
Frllhen, anti mothers, brolhcr!;, sisters., rrlends., 
And prell)' lillie boys and Kirl_arllund, 
Across Ihe gardel1'$ shrubhy l11a1.C 
They \\':111:, ther sit, they stanrl.-\\'h:1I crowds pren nn 
En;:!:r to mount the stairs, ('ager to c.1.ldl 
First \';Ic:ml bench, or chair, m Ion}: room pl:"lc'd ' 
li ere prig with prig holds confe1(:nre 1M/lite, 
And mdi~crimin:'lte and Kaud), beau 
And ~ I oven milt. - H ere, he who all the week 
Took bearded nlormh h~' the nosc, or li.1t 

Weavifl; dcad hairs, and \\hi!otling "relChNI qrain, 
And eke 1111: sturdy ),outh, whose trade it is " 
SIOut oxen to eontlmd, with gold.bound hat 
And silken slo<'king strut. TIle red armed belle 
Here sho .... ·s her tasl~- go.,I'O, proud to be thought 
T he butterfly of fashion; and, forsnoth, 
lIer haug ht) Inistre5S deigns for once to ITc.ld 
The 5:une IInhallow'd floor.-'Tis burry all, 
And rattling cuV~ and saucers._Waitct hert 
And waiter there, and wailer here and there 
At once is call'd, Joe, Joe, Joe. Joe, JOI:. 
Joe (In the right, and Joe upon Ihe left, 
For tlft r)' nltnl pif'C re·echoes Joe: 
Alas I ponr Joe ~ like Fr:mcis in the pIa)" 
lie stands confoullded, amdt . .u, hn" 10 please 

T he many-headed throng. BUI should I painl 
The language, hmllouT$, customs of the place, 
Together \lilh nil curtseys, 10111), boll~. 
And complimenls e>;tern, 'twould swell Illy 1).1&e 
Beyond its lunil5 due. Suffice il then 
For my prophetic MLisc to sing, 'So looJ; 
As f.1Shioo. rides upon the ... inG of Time, 
While te.1 and cream, and butter'd rolb, can Jllta ~c, 
While riml beaux and jealous bodies ell-isl, 
So long, !"'''if( Comb,," Houu, shall be thy (,111\1':. ' 

(:-l'elson's /sling/OIl, JIl'. 9~-96.) 

'P7 

The Spaniards' Tavern was on the road between Il ampsteaci and Highgate. 
It is sti ll, on summer evenings, a g reat place of resort fo r London people for 
tea-drinking and sitting Ollt in arbours. The place, wh ich is little changed, should 
be visited in order t G understand how a suburban tea-garden of the eighteenlh 
century appeared. 

Vaux.hall Gardens was the longes t lived, and, when it closed, the oidest 
place of amusement in London. Evelyn records a visit to them as the New Spring 
Gardens at Lambeth. They were opened to the public in the. year 1661, ancl the 
grounds were laid out in that year, but the first rooms were built in 1667 by Sir 

" 
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Samuel Morland. Pepys mentions the place st!veral times in his Diar)l" he came 
to bear the nigh tingales and the birds :-

.. And hcre fiddlers, and there :I h3rp, nnd here a Jew's lrulllJ), and here Inughlng, nnd there fine 
I>cople walking." 

Addison went by bo.:"lt with S ir Roger de Coverley "from the T emple S tai rs to 
Spring Gardens." in the year 1733 the Gardens were taken by one Jonathan T yer 
on n twellty years' lease at £250 a )'car. The arbours all had names i among them 
were the King's H ead, the Dragon, the Royal Arbour, the Oak, the Royal George, 

\ ' AU ).:.II " ' , I. UAlUiF.""-)ll'M C" IU,)O)I 

"'._ ..... IU'P'Jr.I'l' , ... i." 

the Ship, and olhers. At the opening night , 7th June 1732, there was a company 
of 400, including F rederick, Prince of \Vales. The Gardens figure largely in 
literature, both in fic tion and in essays. 

Vauxhall remained in the ha nds or Tyer and his ramily ror ninety years, when 
it was sold to Messrs. Bish, Gyc, and Hughes ror £20,000. It was finally closed 
in 1859. 

The Gardens consisted or a quadrangular grove thickly plan led with trees : 
rour principal walks ran th rough them, crossed by others; there were clearances, 
so to speak, where were raised colonnades, alcoves, theatres, temples, an orchestra, 
and a place ror dancing; fireworks were displayed in lht! Gardens, and they were 

• 
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ill umina ted. by myriads of lamps hang ing in festoons among the trees. Vaux.hall 
was one of the few places of reSOrt where the \Vesl End people and the citizens 
assembled together. Canning wrote of the Gardens-

"Then Ofl returning {rolll tht' g'rt.'en reln:'1t5 
Where fair \ 'auxlhlllia decks her ~rh'<tn !;e:l h, 
\Vhere c:u.h slI'U\C 11)ll\ph (rHIIl (II), tounler 1,(:(;, 
Sips the frothed syllabuh or fraf.;mnl teil ; 
While with sliced ham, s(;rapoed bcd, and hurl'l l cham".ll:11t' 
Her 'prentice lo~cr soothe!! his amorOllS pain. ' 

R anelagh Gardens began eighty year<; later and d osed fifty.six rears earlier 
than Vaux.hall. The company at Ranelagh was morc aristocratic than that of its 
rl\'al; m lea~t, it con tained re\\'(~r ci ti zens of London : but it was much l<:ss Ji ... ·e1y. 

There was II garden, II canal, a bridge, "Chine!':c " build ings, and II "rotundo." 
". The last, which was the principal auraction of the pl, LCC, was II fine circLLlar hall 

round which the company promenaded; seats were ranged round the walls; 
mirrors wert hung tip everywhere; there was a prorl·Lsion of' Ii ~ht ; with a crowdeu 
company well dressed and well beha\'ed, and a goou orchestra, the scene was 
no doubt pleasant and bright. T he admission was half a crown, including tea or 
coffee; the roads to London and \Ves tminster were patrolled to keep off robbers. 
and they were a lso lighted; the entertainments began a t sevcn, 

The amusements of Ranelagh are thus described by a visiLOr who dropped 
into verse:-

" To R:mel;l~h oncc in my lift" 
By good-natured for(;c I ",IS dri,cn: 

The n:uions had ce;tsed their IOIlJ:' ~tr1k, 
And !'e:tce hc:ltlled her radiance from he:\\"~n. 

What 1I'0nden wcrc Ihere to 1J.e found 
That l\ clown might enJo)' or di~(bin ? 

Fir..t lI"e Iract:d the !:ray ring all :"lruund, 
Ar, and then we went muml it.again. 

A thOUSAnd (cet rustled on lllalS-
A Cllrpet that once had been green, 

Mcn bowed "ilh their outlandi!th ha ls, 
\Vith corners so ft:arrully kecn. 

Fair maids, "ho at home in thclr hastC' 
Had le ft all clothing else but a tram. 

Swept the floor clean as !tlo"'l)' Ihc)' p;lced, 
Then walked round and ~wcpl it ab<;\i11." 

Marylebone Gardens were firs t thrown open at thc Restoration, when all 
the world went mad after amusements. There is less mention of this place in 
the literature of the time than of Vauxhall, but it certainly existed ror more 
than a hundred years, ,·iz. frolll 1660 fO . I 778, The history of these Gardens 
is e.::\"cn mOTe interesting than that of Vauxhall. It is full y narrated by Mr. \Vroth 
whose book has been already men tioned. 

Sadle rs' \Vells was another Restoration Garden. It was far more than 
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Vauxhall the reson or the commoner son. Ned Ward describes the company 
as consisting 9(.-

.' Buu::hm Md bailiff. and ,ueh sort or relloll'lt 
All mixed "'jtll " vennin tmined up for the pllow. i 
AI bullock. and filts, 1lOU5C'breakcn and radders, 
Wilh prite-fil;htcrs. . .... ·eelne~ and such sort of tn,denl, 
Informers, thid-takers, det'r,slcalers, nnd bullies." 

\Vithout pretending 10 know what were files, padders, SwCC;: lne rs, and 
bullocks, we dearly understand thill we ,are here in vcry queer company. There 
was tigh t-rope dancing. tumbling. and music at Sadlers' \Vells. 

I n a tract already quoted, entitled A SUllday Ramble, the amusements 
and follie.c; of London on the Day of Rest are described wilh a graphic pen. 
The writer ingeniously contrives to get through the whole of his subject in 
the course of a sing le day-rambles from the Ci t), as far as H nmpstcad a nd 
1-1 ighgate on the north to .. a place called Brompton" on the west, St. George's 
Fields on the south, and I3ermondsey on the east. The year was 1794. and, 
if the pictures are not exaggerated, we understand that, whi le the c.hurches and 
crap(!ls were filled with worshippers, every place of entertainment within four 
mileJ of London, that is, within reach of an easy ride or a walk, was fi ll ed with 
people making holiday and seek ing pleasure in noisy company. d rink, and 

profl"taCY. 
n order to get through the whole in one long day the Ramblers leave 

their inn-the Marlborough H ead in Bishopsgate-at four o'clock in the l1lornlllg. 
T hey were not thc only early risers: at the gates of the inn there were al ready 
assclhbled a small crowd of young people, gaily dressed, who were waiting for 
the chaises, phaetons, or horses which were to take them to \Vindsor, H ampton 
Court, or Richmond, where thcy were going to spend the day. They were 
journeymen for the most pan, or even apprentices who were taking their g irls
mii!incrs and mantua-makers- for the Sunday oul. The next incident worthy 
of remark was a figh t at the stall or a saloop man. The combatants were too 
drunk to harm each other much; they both fell down; twO women rifl ed their 
puckels and ran away; the Ramblers, who are nothing if not moral, make a 
quotation from Dryden which has nOlhing to do with the pugnacious dealer in 
saloop, and proceed on their walk. They presently turned into the fields, which 
began just beyond Shoredi tch ; and met with a company of servants, men and 
girls, who had brought out- a quantity of their master's wine and were drinking 
it in the open fields. The Ramblers joined them, by invitatioll, drank their 
stolen wine without the least scruple, and left them to get home before the 
housekeeper came downstairs. They then slrolled across the fields until they 
reached the T ottcnham Court Road, at that Lime an open road with fields on either 
side, except at the lower end. vVhitefield's Tabernacle was the last building 
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on the north . It was six o'clock, and the chapel was filled with people assembled 
together to take the Lord's Supper. The Ramblers approved in general of their 
piolls and reverent behaviour, but observed ogling and giggling among some of the 
yoiHlger peoplt::. 

After the visit to the chapd they had the opportunity of witnessing a prize 
fight for twenty guineas. It was, however, on ly a sham fight , and n.fl t:r a few 
rounds. in which nei ther was hurt. one of the combatants threw up the sponge. 
Confederates, meantime. had been busy among lhe crowd making and taking their 

\'''I' XII,I,I.I . (; ... .. "K"~ 

•. , .......... ,""')1DfV)' I"'UII. 

bets on the fig ht. The place where these Sunday fights wcre held was called" the 
Green Stage." 

They next found themselves at Bagnigge \Vells, The price of admission 
was threepence; and they disco \'ered, early as it was, a large company who came, 
mostly, for a morning draught of the medicinal water, al ready assembled, 

They left the Gardens, and after a gi ll of red port at the Thatched H ouse 
and a look at the newspapers, they returned to the City for breakfast, which 
they took at the Bank Coffee-house near the Royal Exchange. The streets 
were full of the friSC1WS, the barbers whn curled the hai r and restored the wigs 

of the citizens for church, 
The coffee-house wa!! filled with City men discussing prices and shares and 



.21 LO DO IN THE EIGHTEENTH CE TURY 

the potitiq of the day. For breakfast some took coffee, some chocolate; noth ing 
is said about anything to ea t. There was then no set breakfast, slIch as we 
now take. except at the \Vest End, or where the Cit}, madam copied the ,..vest 
End lady in taking her bread and butter with a cup of lea. The ea rl y dinner was, 
in fact, the French tftjemu!r, and the supper was the late dilllier. Between 
the two principal meals people sometimes look a "bever," which became the 
modern breakfast or the modern tea. The Ramblers paid for their breakfast, 
and received an .. agreeable smile from the captivating eyes of a very beautiful 
barmaid," As they go out one of them quotes the lines of Rowe-" 

"The dowry ..... hich she brings is peace and plCJIsurt. 
And c\'crhtsting joy is in Ju;!:r arms." 

After tbis refreshment, and in order to bring back their minds (disturbed by 
the beautiful barmaid) to paths of piet}', they wenl to chu rch, choosing St. 
Mary Ie Strand, because. though it was a mile and a half from the Royal 
Exchange, they would hear d Dishop preach a chal it)' sermon. 

People were coming out when they arrived: they were the musical people 
who went there to hear the organist perform before the service, and could not 
stay to have their ears shocked by the inharmonious voice of the minister. 
Coming out early also saved them from comributions to the charity. The 
Ramblers next walked into the City, another mile or so, to a certain tavern where 
tie landlord provided a snack of cold meat every Sunday morn ing free for his 
customers. This was very generous of him, and of course one could not expect 
the same freedom with the drink. Our fri ends took a pint of Lisbon and 
surveyed the company. 

They then resolved to walk on to Highgate. there to dine at the ordinary. 
T'le fields ' through which they passed wcre thronged with beg-gars. O n 
arriving at Highgate they proceeded at once to dinner. The ordinary was 
served at two o'clock. A company of twen ty Sal down, most of them being 
reputable tradesmen and their families. After dinner they look a bottle of 
wine. At three they walked from Highgate to Primrose Hill, where they fou nd 
a crowd of City tradesmen with lheir wives and ch ildren. F rom Primrose Hill 
they walked over to Hampstead and look two bottles at the Spaniards, where 
there was conversation improving and otherwise. \.vhen the two bottles were 
out they left lhe Spaniards and directed their steps to Islington, leaving the 

' Horn~)' Tea-gardens unvisited. On the way the)' ca lled at the ''''hite Conduit 
House, which, with its gardens, and alcoves, and fish-pond, WilS very much like 
Bagnigge \\Tells. The)' next vi si ted the Pantheon, a large Nonconformist 
chapel, and would have visited Sadlers' W ells, but found the place closed. They 
therefore returned to the \\lhite Conduit House, where there were assembled 
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some hundreds of people, for the most part journeymen, dressnr.l.kers, and 
servants. Here they sm clown to tea, inviting a young lady of prepossessing 
manner to join them, which she did very willingly. The R::ImblcfS moralisc 

movingly on the subject of this unfortunate and on other ladies of like character. 
who formed part of the compan}'. There was a lea-house at Canonbury I louse. 
but the time was getting on, and there were still a good many p\;lces to be seen. 
They passed it over, therefore, and wenl on to Kensington Garden!'>. Greal 

ca re was taken to keep out of the gardens any but well -d ressed :lnd wt'll-behan:d 
people. Servants stood at the various en trances to SLOp people mean ir dressed. 
A t thi s lime, according to the Ramblt:rs, "a number of bcalllifill alco\'es were 
dispersed over the garden, generally SO' comri\'cd as to command an agreeable 
prospect throug h the most delightful \'i!:ilas." Great complaints wen: made of 
the habit of writing verses, not of the most modest natun.:, on the \\.tll .. uf these 
alcoves. 

Feeling languid after so long a day. they nC)(l rcpain-d to the Florida 
Gardens, latdy called Cromwell's Gardens. a place of resort for the "'est Eno. 
H ere they took coffee. and, as before. sun'eytd the COIllP;lIlY. which was indeed 
mixed. J t W,IS nine o'clock when they arrived at the Green P<lrk. \\ hi<:h was 
crowded with company. In th t I\lall they observed a lung proct!ssion of 
carriages taking fine peoplc to Lad)' I-r~. Sunday rout. From St. Jame..o.;'s 
Park they walked to Covent Garden, where they visited an inf.ullouS pl.lcc of 
resort described at needless length. At len o'clock the)' called a coach and 
drove to the Dog and Duck. in St. George's Fields. Il ere the)' LOok a baltic 
and again discoursed about the company. The propriuor hnd been refused 
a lict:nce; therefore he engaged a frec vintner, a mcmbN of the \ 'intncrs' 
Company. one that is, who hau th t; privilege of selling wine without ,\ Iict'IlCl'. 
The T emple of Flora, near the I )og and Duck. was another house of the same 
kind. The Apollo Garden, formerly a nOled hou::.c. ".15 c.Icscrtcd and falling 
into decay i but the T natchcd H ouse of Lambt:th carried 011 the moral 
traditions of that place. The Flora Tea-garden rccei,'eel a \'isit. after which 
they drove to Bermondsey and visited the Spa Gartit:ns, a kind of Vauxhall. 

The following is the ntcount of the Bermondse), Spa :-
"\Ve found the entrance prcsents a ";Sla between trees, hung with lamps,-blue. 

red. green, and white: nor is the walk in which the)' arc hung inferior (length 
excepted) to the granrl walk in Vauxhall Gardens. Neilrly ilt the upper cnd of the 
walk is a large room, hung rou'nd with paintings. many of thcm in an eleg,II11, and 
the rcst in a singular taste. At Ihe upper end of the room is a painting of a 
butcher's shop. so finely executed by the landlord. that a stranger to the place \\Quld 
cheapen I a fillet of ,"cal, or a buttock of beef, a shoulder of mutton, or a leg of pork. 

1 Il:upm ror. 
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without hesitation, if there were not other pictures in the room to take off his 
attention. But these paintings are not seen on a Sunday. 

The accommodations al this place on a Sunday are very good, and the charges 
reasonable, and the aptain, who is very intimate with Mr. Keyse, declares that 
there is no place in the vicinity of London can afford a more ag reeable evening's 
entertai nment. 

This elegant place of entertainment is si tuated in the lower road between the 
Borough of Southwark and Deptford. The propriC!tor calls it OlU, but it is nearer 
two miles from London Bridge, and lhe same distance frolll that of Black-Friars. 
The propricLOr is Mr. Thomas Keyse, who has been at great expense, and exerted 
himself in a very extraordinary manner, for lhe cntertainmclll of the public; ilnd his 
labours have been -amply repaid. 

It is not easy to paint the elegance of this place, situated in a spot where 
elegance, among people who talk of taste, would be little expected. But 1\'1 r. Ke)·se's 
good humour, his unaffected easiness of behaviour. and his gelluine taste for the 

• 
polite arts, have secured him universal approbation. 

The g'clrdens, with an adjacent field, consist of not less than four acres. 
011 the norlh·east side of the gardens is a very fine lawn, consis ting of about 

three acres, and in a field, parted froOl this lawn by a sunk fence, is a building with 
tUrrets, resembling a fortress or casLle; the turrets are in the anc ien t stile of build
ing. At each side of this fortress, at unequal distances, are two buildings, from 
which, on public nights, bomb shells, etc. , are thrown at the fortress; the fire is 
returned, and the whole exhibits a very picturesque, and therefore a horrid prospect 
of a siege. 

After walking a round or twO in the gardens we retired into the parlour, where 
we were very agreeably entertained by the proprietor, who, contrary to his own rule. 
favourcd us with a sight of his curious museum, for, it being Sunday, he never shews 
to anyone these articles; but the Captain, never having seen them, I wished him to 
be gratified with such an agreeable sight. 

Mr. KCy5e presented us with a little pamphlet, written by the late celebra tcd 
John Oakman, of lyric memory, descripti\Le of his situa tion, which, a few years ago, 
Yo'aS but a waste piece of ground. ' H ere is now,' said he, 'an agreeable place, 
where before was but a mere wilderness piece of ground, and, in Illy opinion, it was 
a bener plan to lay it out in this manner than any other wise, as the remoteness of 
any place of public entertainment from this secured to me in my retreat a comfort· 
able piece of livelihood: 

We perfectly coincided in opinion with our worthy host, and, after paying for 
Our liquor, got into our carriage. but DOt before we had tasted a comfortable glass of 
cherry brandy, which Mr. Keyse is remarkable for preparing." 

It comes out very dearly in this account that the Sunday company on the 
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north of Lo ndon was made up chiefly of journeymen and shopmen with tl":eir 
sw,eclhean s; that there was a sprinkling of respectable tradesmen at such places 
as Highgate and Hampstead; that (he \VCSl End places were fi lled with men of 
high stan'ding and with women of the worst kind; that cvcr),whcrc there was 
drinking, singing. and low merriment; that place~ and things were tOlerated 
because they could not be put down- witn t::5s the c\'asion uf the law when the 
licence was rdused; and that there was 110 allClnjJl whatevtr l1l:'ldc to rescue anr 

of these places for respectable and quiet people. 
Yet we should do London gn.:a t injustice if we rashly charged the ,~hole 

people with tolerating or encouraging debauchery and vicco All this timc the 
merchants, the tradesmen, the proress ional men thronged th<: churches and the 
chapels, lived godly lives, were careful or their reputation, and Olvoid<:d these 
Gardens, 

A grea t many other ~ardens arc noticed in the literature or the c~ntur)', 

Thus, there were Jack S traw's Castle and the Spaniards at Il ilmpstead; the 
Horns a t Highga te; Black Nan's Hole and Il ocklt.:y ill the Ii olc, Clt.:.rkcnwdl
both or them places or vcr)' evil r(!pu te: SL Chad's \Vell. Gray's Inn Road; 
Merlin's Cave at the New Rivcr H ead; Jew's J larp T in'ern; the Yorkshire 
Stingo, opposite Lisson Grovc; Cromwell Gardens and the Il oop and Toy 
at Brompton ; Jenny's \Vhim at Chelsea; tht: Dog <Inti. Duck, Lambeth \\'dls: 
and Apollo's Gardens at La mbeth ; Cuper's Gardens, where is now the South, 
\~'cstern T erminus ; Finch's GrottO, Southwark; the Jamaica T a\'crn, ROlherhithe, 
and others, 

• 
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CHAPTER V 

Til E TIlEATIU-: 

TH E hislory of the stage belongs to the social history of the people fa ther than 
the history of London. I n the City itself, indeed, there has never been a 
theatre, unless we allow the inn yard where Tarleton ac ted to be a theatre. The 
e ig hteenth century. as it wimessed that vast increase of London which fill ed up 
the area between Ludgate Hill and \VestminSler or H yde Park, also saw the 
e rection of man)' new theatres. The H aymarke t Opera- House, known successively 
as the Queen's Theatre, the King's Theatre, and Her Majesty's, was bui lt by 

Vanbrugh and opened on the 9th of April 1705. This house was burned down on 
the J 7th of June 17S9. The Liltle Thea tre in the Haymarket was bui lt as a summer 
theatre and opened on the 29 th of December 17 20. Covent Garden Theatre was 
opened in ' 733 by Joh n Rich. Some of the old theat res disappeared, as the 
Dorset, which afte r a period of decl ine and decay was taken down abou t the ye..1.r 
' 72 J. Good man's F ields Thea tre was opened in '729 and closed in ' 746; the 
old Southwark Theatre, Blackfri ars T hea tre, the Curtain Theatre were all closed 
before the beginning of the century. Ie is needless to say that the play was the 
one amusement of London which never grew sta le an(\ ll f' \'e r went out of f"shioll . 
The actor's profession was held, officia ll y, so to speak, in contempt . That is to 

SlY. while Garrick was the admiration and [he delig ht of the town, while in 
private life he was courted and respected, while his private fri ends included all 
the scholars and poe ts of the day, his profession was esteemed that of a vagabond; 
it was gravely held by many divines to be inconsistent with the Christian calling. 
h would seem, further, that in the case of an actress virtue was not considered 
necessary to pri va te respect. Mrs. Oldfield liveq all her life" under protection" 
--she had, it is true, only two lovers-yet she went to Court. Once the Princess 
of \Vales, after wards Q ueen Caroline. asked her if it was true that she was 
married to General Churchill , who at that time " protected " her. "It is said so," 
the actress replied, "but we have not owned it yet." She never, apparenti}', 
thought of marrying. Leigh Hunt suggests the following as the opinion of 
society on the subject ;-

, >Ii 
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"Here is a woman bred up to the stage, and passing her life upon it. It is 
therefore impossible she should mar ry a gentleman of family; and yet, ,as her 
behaviour would otherwise deserve it, and the examples of aClresc;cs a rc of no 
authority for anyone but themsclvt:s, SOlllt' licence ma), bt-. allowed to a woman 
who divcns us so agreeably. who altracts the soc... it: fy of the wir~, and is so 
capital a d resser. \Ve will treat her pro(ts!:> ion with contempt, but hcrscJf with 
consideration. " 

Certai n retorms are due to the eigh teenth cenwry. The mounting of a 
piece became more careful, the dresses much Oeltcr, the !>tagt.: management morc 
effective, a larger number of supers was employed. I n declamation the old 
conventional method was changed by Gdrrick into ,! slyl(~ at once t:asy, ndtural. 
and capablt: of representing the play ' or passi()n and emotion. The tran<;itioll is 
desc ribed by ClIlllber:and in his memoirs:~ 

" I 113\'c the spccttlcle evc;n now, as it werc, hefore my eyes. Qllm pr~sented hilm"lf, upon th .. 
ri!ling of the curtain, in a grcen \chet coat emhruidered down the ~C3nh, an cnfmnous full-l.olltlmcd 
periwig, rolled stockings. and high·heeled, square· toed ~Iwc"_ \rilh H;r), lillIe \ari:mon ui' caut'flll', and 
in a deep, full tonc, :'tccomJl3nicd by a s.1wing kind of art ion, ¥. hith had morc of th" s,'nate th:tn of the 
sl:lgC in it, he rolled out his heroics wllh :In air of dignili..;d indiffer(;nce. that ~eemed I :') dl~(l:un the 
plaudits Ihal were beslowed upon him. Mrs. (."Ibbtr, HI a key high pitched, hut swc(;1 ..... ith:.!1, sun~. or 
mlher recit:lti\'cd, Ro ..... e·s harmonious strnin, something m the manner of the imj>ro\-i~atoro,;"~. it I<a~ S;J 

extremely wanting in contlar.1 Ih:1I, though it did IlOt wound the l'af. it \\l-aned it. When .. ht' had oncc 
recited two or three sl)e(."CheS. I could anlicip:tte the: manner of evcry succce-ding ont:, it wa~ like a 1('"6-
old, legendary ballad of mnumcrable stam'.as, cH:ry onc of \\hieh is sung to Ih.: SJ.nll' tunc, elc,'rn:aUy 
chiming in the e:lT \\ithoUl v3.ri::uion o r rdjcf"jI,[r~. Pritch3.rcl was an actress of 3. dlff ... rt:nt f"1~[, had marc 
Il:lture, and, o f courSe, more change of tUlle 3.nd varict)' both of anion and o,;xpr ... ~~ion : in m~" opiniun thc 
comparison was dlocidcdl)' in hl.'r fa\·our. But when. :lfter long and e!l~ ... r expectation, t liN lk:hdJ little 
Garrick, then young and light, and a\i\t,! in e\'o,;ry mU!oCl\! and In >':\"ery real un:, come bounding on the ~t;}~t:, 
and pointing !It the winol o\ltamont and hea\'y-p:lced H oratio- lI e.l\'en~. "h.lt a transltioll '. It sl't!med as 
if a ¥"hole century had been swcpt O\'er in the tmn~ilion of a sin~[L' SCene: old things wcrt: done a\\"a~-, and 
:l. new order :tl once brought forw:lrd, bright !lnd luminous, :md (lead)' dl.'~tinl.'d to disllI.'J the i.I.lrh • .'ui!>ms 
nnd bigotry or a tasteless !lgc, tOO long alta(;hcd 10 the [lrt:judicc~ of l'u~tom, and :oupcr:otltinusly dC\OIcd to 
Ihe illusions of imposing dt,.'t;Jam:l\ion.'· 

The performances \\Icre not 
now accustomed. T he pit and 

received with the quiet attcntion 
lhe gallt:rit·s were n Ot';}'. Pope.; 

judg ment of the pit: 
"The manr-hcadc:d :\lon~lt:f uf Ihe I'il. 

t\ senseless. wurthless, and uuhon(lur'd crowd, 
\\'ho. 10 disturb their bellers millhlY pwud, 
Clatt'rlllll their Slick;, before len line~ an' ~Jloke. 
C:IU for the Farce, the Hear, :md the Black'Juke." 

to \\ hich \\ c nre 
j!:, !>c\'erc in his 

The pit, howe ver. became the chosen home of the critics. Joh nson went to 
the pit ; Churchill WC:1 t to the pit ; all the wits went to the pit. H ere betwct-Il the 
acts the orange-women with lheir baskets walkcd up and down bawling and offering 
oranges, apples, or stout. During the performance there was often a loud expression 
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of opinion from pit or gallcr)" as when Quin once made so long a pause before 
giving the expected answer, ""II meet you there, " one of the I)it cried out, 
., Why don 't you tell the gentleman you'll meet him? " Oranges and apples 
also became missi les to be di rected aga inst an unpopular actor. 

In reading of the eighteenth-century stage. one caullot but feel that the 
favourite actresses were nOt only very fine actresses, sprightl y, vi\'acio1l5, and 
clever, but a)so that they were singularly beautiful if not personall y winning. Mrs. 
Oldfield, l\'lrs. Pritchard. Peg \Voffinglon, Mrs. Cli ve, Mrs. Cibbcr, i\Irs. Jordan
one would like to have known them all. Dr. Johnson lIsed to go behind the 
scenes to the green room to talk to Garrick's actresses i as a philosopher he 
doubtless loved to study fcminine vivacity, cleverness, and beauty. One likes to 
lhink that Mrs. Oldfield, when she died, lay in state in the Jerusalem Chamber, 
and was buried in \Vestminster Abbey with noblemen for her pall-bea rers. She 
was, as evt:.ry one knows, the N arc issa of Pope ;-

"Odious! in woollen ! ' Iwould 1\ s.,int llfO\'oke 
(Were the IRSI wor~ 111.'1 poor Narci"" spoke); 

\ 

No, let 11 charming chinn and Urus~el l lace 
Wrap my cold limbs and shade III)' lifeless face : 
One y,'ould not sure be frighlful when one's dead, 

I 
And, Ue tt r. gh'e ttlis cheek a little red." 

It was out of respect to her memory, and because she always loved beautiful 
a~ dainty dress-the beauti ful and dajnty creature! that they d ressed her after 
dduh in "a very fine Brussels lace head, a Hollaml shirt with tucker, and double 
rumes of the same lace, a pair of new kid gloves, and h~rbody wrapped up in a 
winding-sheet." 

The pretensions of the Lord Chamberlain and the Master of the Revels to 

~uthori ly over the theatre belong partly to the end of the seventeenth centur),. 
The licensing or refusing new pla)'s was always undertaken - by the Lord 
Chamberlain. The Master of the Revels suppressed such portions as he chose. 
Thus. Beaumont and Fletcher's A/aid's Tragedy, in which the king is killed, 
was suppressed in the reign of Charles 11., as the death of the king was too impious 
for a public entertainment; and Gay's ' Polly, the. sequel to The JJeggar's Opera, 
was refused. Not only d id the Lord Chamberlain sanction or refuse plays, but he 
also closed the theatre at his pleasure ; on the death of the King he closed it for 
six weeks; he closed Drury Lane altogether when Steele was one of the patentees i 
he assumed- in which he was defeated-the right of imprisoning actors . . The 
Master of the Revels for his part claimed a fee of 40s. for every new play produced; 
it was paid until Colley Cibber examined into the claim. 

Yet in spite of the Lord Chamberlain and Master of the Revels, playhouses 
sprang up everywhere without licence. As in everything elsc, so in things 
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theatrical , there was no executive force to maintain the law. There were t!'calres 

in Covent Garden, Drury Lane, Lincoln's I nn Fields, Goodman's Fields, the 
Haymarket, and the Opera I-louse. There were twice as many theatres in London 
as in Paris. These houses laughed at lhl! Lord Chamberlain; they refused to 

obey his orders; they did not submit their plays to his consideration. \\'hen. 
however, Fielding put \~Tal pol e himself on the stage. sdcncing patriot,> "ith Lribes, 
the Government interfered and brought in a Licensing Bi lt. Tht: title illu~trates 

the view then taken of actors. lL is .. An Act to explain and amend so much of an 
Act made in the twelfth year of Queen Anne. entitled' An Act for reducing the 
laws relating to rogues, vagabonds, stunl), beggars and vagrams, into an Act of 
Parliament; and for the same effectual jJunishing such rogues. \·agabonds. sturdy 
beggars and vagrants, and sending them whither the), ought to bt: scm,' as relates 
to COlllmon players of interludes." This was the title. The unfortunate part of 
the Bill was thal in future every play, including the prologue and the epilogue, 
must receive the licence of the Lord Chamberlain, and that without his permission 
no theatre could open its doors. The Act was opposed hy Lord Chesterfield in 
the H ouse of Lords and by 1\lr. Pulteney in the II ou5c of Commons. The speech 
of the former has been preserved in part. 

,. \Vit," he said, "is a sort of w opert)'. It is the property of those that ha\'e 
it. and too often the only property they have to depend on. It is. indeed. but a 
precarious dependence. Thank God we, my lords. have a dependence of another 
kind. \Vc have a much less precarious support. and therefore CJnnot feel the 
inconveniences of the Bill now before us; but it is our du ty to enco,mlge ~lI1d 

protect wit. whosoever's property it ma), be. I must 0\\ T1 I cannOt easily agree 
to the laying of a tax upon wit; but by this 13ill it is to be hea\ ily taxed-it is to 
be . excised; for if this Bill passes, it cannot be retailed in n proper \\,:1y without 
a permi t ; and the Lord Chamberlain is to have the honour of being chid gauger. 
supervisor, commissioner, judge and jury." 

The Act of 1737 for licensing plays, playhouses, ~lOd player,; b) the Lord 
Chamberlain, did no more, in reality, than define the powers of those offices. The 

Lord Chamberlain had alw<l)'s possessed the power of regulating. allowing, <lOd 
Slopping plays. It is true that his au thority had been openly derided. As stated 
already, so long as the fee was paid he cared very little. Yet at times the 
Lord Chamberlain ac ted in a very .arbitrary manner. Thus Nat Lee's tragedy of 
LlIc£/~s J1l1lim Bru/"s was taken off the boards after tlut:e nights; Gay's Polly 
was rorbidden. \¥hen Steele was lessee of Drury Lane Theatre, the theatre was 
closed by the Lord Chamberbin. But tht! Act of 1737 defined his powers. It was 
determined that without a licence there should be no theatre in London. The Act 
was evaded conslanti)" Thus, a play would be given under the name of a rehearsal, 
tickets to which were purchased at some house near the theatre. O r it would be a 



rOI. ... ""yor it -.ld be II concert. Foote invited 
While tea was 1""'paring the company would 

ai.i("b...-v. his pupils taking a lesson. 
was the intention of the Government to have no other themres than Drury 

I..ane and Covent Gardtn. For twenty years the Haymarket could get 110 licence, 
aad was only opened by such devices as the above. The theatre in Goodman's 
Fields for some time escal>ed the Act b}, its remoteness (rom the \¥est End and the 
Lord Chamberlain. Five years after the Act was passed Garrick I)iayed R,dlard 11/. 
there. His greal and immediate success ruined the theatre, for crowds of people 
Rocked to hear him, and everybody began to talk about the little house in Goodman's 
Fields. The Lord Chamberlain heard of it i the theatre was closed. Carrick was • 
carried 9ff to Drury Lane. The Licensing Act lasted until 1843, wHen it was 
modified. 

A bill of th~ play used to be printed and affixed to the pOSts ncar the stairs by 
which the audience took bO.lt across the river. The names of the actors were not 
given-a fact which did nOt prevent their acquiring popularity. It is thought thal 
the announcement of a tragedy was in red ink i sonielimes a trumpet and drum 

~
ounced the play. but nOt in the City of London. \Vhell the dramat£s persofla 
the names of the playcrs were added there was no difference madc between the 

t and the worst actor in the size of the lette~s containing bis name. Garrick is 
said to have been the first who printed his own name in capital letters of extra size 
01 his playbills. 

The IllOst singular change, however, is in the adverti sement of a play, now a 
mtst enormous charge upon a theatre. Formerly the papers actually paid the 
tneatre for the privilege of advertising the play of the day. They advertised as a 
special feature of the paper that the advertisements and accounts of the plays were 
Bent expressly by the manager. 'For this privilege the paper paid the manager 
£200 a year. 

The theatre in the last century generally began at six . • The prices continued 
ror a long tiJ11e what Lhey had been in Pepys' lime: viz. boxes, 4s. i pit, 29. 6d. ; 
first gallery, IS. 6d. ; and upper gallery, IS. After the O. P. riot the price became: 
boxes, 75.; pit, 35.; gallery, 2S. i upper gallery, IS.; and half.price at nine o'clock. 
As yet there were no stalls, which were introduced in ,820. It waS customary to 
end servants early to secure and keep a place. In l744. for the performance of 
Garrick's Hamlet, the servants took places at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

Between the years J 697 and 1737 an abominable practice prevailed of giving the 
footmen free access to the upper gallery. At the beginning this practice grew out 
of the desire to keep these noisy and insolent lackeys from quarrelling in the lobbies, 
They 5OOn, however, claimed the privilege as a righr, and they were so noisy and 
10 insolent, interfering so much with the perfonnance by their clamour, that every one 
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was pleased when Fleetwood, manager of Drury Lane III 1737. announced his 
intention of refusing them admittance. 

" 'n1f~Y roar SO loud, you'd think behind the suu"" 
TGm Dove and rut the brOlhuhood of ka" ; 
'Illey'\"t! I(l'Own II. nui$'lnce be)'Ond all disaJllc.rs, 
Wt!ve none 10 ireat but their un~yin~ m ..... tera.. 
We beg )'OU, SiT'§, ~f) beg )'\'lur men that tM)' 
Would please to give 1.11 luve 10 beat the play." 

The lackeys made a fight for it: they l11ustcrt!d in a company of 300; armed 
with clubs, they broke into the theatre. took possession of the stage, and wounded 
flve-and-twenty people who dared to oppose them. The Riot Act was read, 
and thirty of them were arrested. Next day they found the theatre guarded by a 
company of fifty soldiers. and the riot was not resumed. 

In 1762 Garrick resolved on clearing the stage of everybody except the actors. 
\Ve always think of the old custom of admitting persons to the stage who were not 
a.CIors as giving them an \ opportunity to walk about the stage, disturb the actors, 
and get in the way generally. ow in Hogarth's picture of" The Beggar's Operd." 
the stage contains six men and one lady on one side. and seven men and two ladies 
on the other side. But they are not interfering in any way with the actors. There 
is a pew or pen on either side of the stage in which they sit quile out of the way. 

ln this picture there are no lights of any. kind on the stage, which must have 
been lit from the front. In " The Laughing Audience" we see part of the orchestra, 
part of the spiked partition-wall separating audience from orchestra, but we do not 
sec the footlights. At the back. however~;';~e::-~h~ candles were pJaced one 
above the other up the pillars on either 'side, and",. th~t the boxes wcre lit with 
occasional candles and candelabra. The effect produced, whether intentionally or 
not, is that of a somewhat dark theatre. 

The imit.."1tion or comparison picture, called j' The \Veeping Audience, " shows 
the footlights. They consist of six. candles in the middle and four at eithcr end. It 
is said by Malone that tbe body of the house was lit by large open lanterns, like 
ship's lante rns. The candle.snuffer, an officer of some importance, plays a part in 
literature. Goldsmith's Sirollit:g P/a)ler begins his professional career as a candle· 
snuffer. 

Garrick in the year 1765 introduced the footlights in place of the circular 
chandeliers which had formerly been suspended over the stage. 

Costume during the last century had to be splendid; of its fitness there was 
not much question, but it must be splendid; of course a certain amount of fitness 
had to be considered: Autolycus would not appear in robes of velvet and silk; but 
the principal characters were dressed as splendldl), as possible. They got their 
dresses as gifts from nobles who had worn them at Court. Thus Charles I I. gave 
his coronation robes to Betterton i the Duke of York and the Earl of Oxford 
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gave theirs to players. James J I.'s queen gave her coronation robes to Mrs. 
Barry. The Princess of \Vales gave her birthday dress to Mrs. Bellamy, and 
another dress to Peg \Yoffi ngton. All American actress, named Mrs. Mowatt, 
obtained the coronation dress of Queen Adelaide. Munden wore a coat that had 
belonged to George J I. The hero of tragedy WOfe a headdress of feath ers i 
the heroine a long train borne by a page. 

As regards the author, the custom was to assign to him the third night" or in 
cases of a run beyond the third night, the sixth and the ninth, and so on. It was 
not usual for a piece to run more than three or four nights. Goldsmith's Good· 
Nalurcd Afan ran for ten nights, and brougbt him in £400 with £ 100 for the 
publishing rights of the play. 



C II APTER 1'1 

IIC'1LIrMYS 

THERE were few public holidays for the Londoner of the last century. F or Ih,· 

craflsnmn there wa .. tho; Sunday and nothing more, unless it was Chri~lmas i) ,IY or 

Easte r t\ londay. Tht' Ii oly Oars had quite dropped Ollt of observilllce with lht;~(· 

exceptions. Good Friday was restored to public ob ... c rvancc-o( cour~c the Lhl1nh 

had always observed the clar-by the efrorts of Bishop POrtcous ill r;i:! .. \~h 
\Vednesday, Ascension Day. il nd the Rogauon dars. hilll long since bl'en Iw~lt:cted 
by men of business. As for the annual holidar now grantcd (0 c\,('ry clt.!rk. it \\<1'> 

not though t of until well into the nineteenth century. A week was at Ilr!.t considered 
a suffi cient ho liday. 

The merchant and the shopkeeper had vcry fe \\! days of closing. The i,uLli<: 
offices, ho~\'evc r. were liberal with thei r holidays. They were as follo\\'s , takjn~ the 
thi rd quarter or the century. \Ve need not notice certain slight differcnc{:s in the 
various offices, 

Shro\'1! Tucsdny 
Ash Wednesday 
Good Friday 
Easter Monda)' 

" Tuesday 

E3.sler \\ednesd3.) 
Asccn~ion 1J3.}' 
Whit ~l ond3.)' 
Whit Tut: .. d3.), 
\\'hit \\\:dnt~dJ,)' 

The ~bove were movable days. The rollowing were fixed tlays. It will be 
observed thal most or lhem are connected with the Church Ctlendar:-

j anuary 1. Circumcision ;\lay I . 5\, Philip and J,um .. ~· 11:1)' 

" 
6. Epiph3.ny 

" 
,6. Queen Charlotte'" Blflhd..l) 

" '5· St. P3.u\'s Day " :9· Restoration 

" 30 . King Charles the Mart yr june ,. T h\! King's Birthday 

Februtlfy •• Purification " . St.. Barnabas' Jla}' 

" '4- St. Matthias' On), " " . 51. j oh n Baptist's ()3Y 

Mal'('h I . St. ();\Vid', Day " :9· St. I'cter and Paul's Day 

" '5- Ouke of York's Birthday july , 5· St. Swithin's Day 

April '3, 51, George'. Day " '5· St. james' D3Y 

" '5· St. Mark's Day August , . L.'l.nlln~ Day 
,6. Duke of CumOcrland', Birthday 

" n . Prince of Wales' Birthday 

'0 
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AUi."U5t 24. S~ BnnholoOlew'S Oay 
Stptember ::. Fire or London 

" 

14. Holy Rood 
21, St. Mnuhew'sl)ll)' 
22. COrQn:lIion 

" 29- St. Michael 's Da)' 
Octolx-r IS. St. Luke's Day 

•• 16. King proclaimed 
" 28. 55. Simon and Jude 

NO\"ember J. All 5.'lints 

In all, fifty·one holidays in the )'clir. 

November 4. Klog William's j3irthday 
" s. Gunpowder Plot 
" 9. Lord Mayor's I),y 
" 17. Queen EliZAbeth's Accession 

December 2 1. SL Thomas's nay 

I' '5- Chrislmll5 Day 
,. 26. St. Stephen's Day 

" :1. 51. John's Dny 
" l8. Innocents'Thl)". 

Yet i f the shops were shut for two days in the yea r only, excep t the Sundays. 
there were not wan ting days when the City kept holiday. The craftsmen were 
independent enough to take two or three days after Christmas. the day after Easter, a 
day in the su mmer for a bean~feast, which was a su rv ival of the old Company r:t.;ast; 
many of them took St. Monday. The principal civic festivals. however. then-if the 
workshops were open there wert:: few wurkmen in them and little work done-were 
ule First of May. lhe Lord ~ I ayor's Da),. and Queen Elizabeth's Da),. For at least a 

hundred years after 1660, the 29 th of 1\ 1"y, the day of Restoration, nas held as a 

~oliday even Jllor~ sacred than 1\ lay Day itself or S,~. Joh n's ~a)'. The st reets 
were decorclted wnh boughs. "Each street a park, as Herrick ~Jrs. I louses 

ied with each other in gelling the la rgest boughs, which were ranged side by side, 
onverting the st reet into an avenue. These boughs. whenever possible. were of oak, 

and the oak apples. when there were any, were gilded; when there were none. gilded 
balls represented them; Rags were hung OU t between the branches; above the streets 
were drawn lines on which hung garlands of flower!", and ribbons and colour~d paper. 
Among their garlands hung strings of \Vild~birds' eggs, collec ted by the boys for the 
day. AJI day long through the streets the boys marched blowing horns. while for 
the elders there was feasting. and for the girls the re was dancing on Oak Apple Day. 

The day of Queen Elizabe th 's accession, 17th November, was for a long 

time celebrated in the Ci ty by the ringing of the church bells and by other 

demonstrations. 
1n lht: years 1 674~J68 1 the holiday was converted by Lord Shartesbury andlhe 

Green Ribbon Club in to a poli tical or religious Idemonstration Olgains t the Catholics. 
In 1682 Charles succeeded in gelting these demonstra tions, which were riotous and 
noisy, suppressed. Then the day resumed its former quiet. 

E arly in the eighteenth century. after the Sachevcrell business, the da)1 again 
became an occasion for political processions of an an li ~J acobite character. 

After the accession of George I. there were no more political processions; the 

bells rang on the day, but it was gradually forgotten, and the observance ceased by 
slow degrees. It would be interesting to fin d ou t which of the churches continued to 
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ring the bells Clnd for how long. Probably the re were some which carried 0"1 the 
custom until quite recently. 

The day, so long as it was obser ved, always assumed a political char<.lcte r and 
involved a demonstration against the Pope and all Catholics. \\'c mU!> l not forger 
the violent and deeply rooled hatred with which the I ~olllan Cttholic r~·ligion was 

regarded by all classes in London. T he Smi thfield fires .. ank det'p into the hea rts 
of the nation. Then the f'vlassacre of St. l3anho lo mew \\as reg-a rdell hy t'"cry 
Englishman as expressly ordered by the Pope ; the Gunpmvder Plot also in his 
imagi nation emanated from the same source. the F ire of London was the work of a 
Papist: the murdt: r of Sir EJrnundbur)' Godfrey \\ as al .. o tht: work (,f a PJl'ist. it 
became the custom to make bonfir('s in the !:.tree ts and to burn tlH~ POpl' in effigy 
after a proc~s!>ioll in which the murdered Lody of Godfr~y \\a ... borne IJY a R()In<lll 
Catholic priest; another sham priest d istr ibuted pardOIl~: t hl!11 tame ,I il,II111 of 

music. and Ias tl ), the Pop!.! him"cl f si lting on his throne: be-fore him \\en' hoy ... with 
censers; behind him ~ tood th t.: Ol,: \,i l. The c:":J>uls ion of· James <lft~r his design;, on 
behalf of the Catholic faith fann ed these fires of suspicion ant.! hatn:d. and to th!" 
Pope was joined a companion in the shape of the Prctr:mkr. 

"God hles~ Queell Anne. the n:mon·s great defendl'r. 
Keep nUl Ihe ~rench. Ihe !'opc, and Ihe l'rClcndn. 

h would s(;:t: m that when these fears died a \\uy and \\hen Geor~c I was 

firmly s~ated on th ... !.! Eng li sh throne-George the Pro testant-Gcorg-e the fatht.:r of 
Protestants-and the Pope had appareml), desis ted frelll trying to blo\\ lljJ the i\:ing 
and to set lire to the Citr, these demonst rations ceased gradually. and as j·:Jil.theth 
was no longer remembered by the common people, the dar was no longer oos<:rn:d. 
The ant i-Roman demonstrations. ho\\ (! \, c r. \\ere in.pa n transferred to :\o\"emher the 

firth. 
T he glo ries of 1\ l a)' O.l}" oid not su r\'i,·c the ::ohort rdgn of lht: Puritans. The 

Londone rs had no more l\Iaypoles. nor did the)' go into the lit:!Js to ga ther ilowers 
and crown their heads with garlands; nor did lhey, as in He rrick's limt.:. decorate 

their houses with green bOLghs. 
They had, howeve r, some st::mblance of a ft::sti\' al: the chimney-swct:pers made 

holiday, when Ollt: mall became a Jack-in-the-Green, a girl became 1\1.tid :\Iaria n, a 
fi ddler led the wa)', and the bo),s and gi rls went dancing aftcr. Or the milkmaids 
turned ou t with a trophy of borrowed silve r dishes round which they danced; or the 

carters decorated thl- horses wilh ribbons . 

.. The moon shines IJriG"hl ;lnd the :o1;!r5 I;:ine a hi:hl 
A little bl!fo~ it i~ rI"y : 

So God bless yOIl all, both I;:re.lt and 51111\11, 
And send )'Ou a jo) ful ;\Iay." 

I n the eighteenth cen tur y, as ill the nine teenth , the g reatest holiday of the rear, 
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" .... 0 quite died out, wilb the 

Vl''tU'" the Vices. The Lord 
Mayor's Show became a vcry poor thing indeed during the t:ighteenth century. The 
last attempt at a pageant was made in 1702, when they showed S1. l\lartin dividing 
his cloak among the bt:..-ggars-probabl)' the saint wore a full ·bollomcd wig; there 
were also chariots. and a great ship, and an arbour of deligh t. Alas! the pt.'Ople 
have now forgotten 'I. l\iarlin altogether. Jf we were to put him up. with his cloo.k 
and his beggar, no one would understand who was meant. 

It seems a pity lhal SO ancient a custom should be allowed to fall into disuse or 
contempt. Surely it would be possible. when 1'13)'5 are mounted with so m>lch 
attention to archoroiogical detail, to devise a pageant which the people could 
understand and appreciate; which should be neither meah nor gaudy nor vulgar ~ 
which should convey its lesson. Mean or gaudy or vulgar. it would never fail to dra ... 
into the streets the millions who now line the way from the City to \Veslminscer, 
and occupy every window, and crowd every roof. Mean or gaudy or vulgar, it never 
failed to draw crowds into the Streets every Lord Mayor's Day a ll through the 
igbtecnth century. 

I I n the )'ear 1731 a certain visitor to London describes the way in which Christ. 
rnas.tide was spent. Looking out of his wtodow on the mornillg of Christmas Day, 
the saw the meek and resigned appearance of a crowd outside the church doors; they 
were the poor of the parish assembled to receive the charitable doles and alms of the 

lseason. As soon as the distribution was over, their meekness disappeared and they 
took to fighting over t.heir shares. After the fighting they all trooped off to the 
public-house, whence they were carried, or led, an hour or two afterwards: 

The next day was Boxing Day, when everybody came for his box: from the 
assistants to the. tradesmen, the clerk-even the parish clerk was not too proud
tbe bellman. the walch, the constable, the. beadle, the dustman,-tbey all came in 
ODe long stream. 

The day after, this visitor was taken to a dance in:1 great room off Piccadilly; it 
was the kind of dance called "a threepenny hop" j the young men were chiefly 
prentices nnd shop assistants; the ladies were-what you please. There were two 
fiddles. J n the midst of their happiness they were disturbed by the constables; the 
dance was illcg-dl j they were all taken to Bow Street and rined. On the fourth day 
he was taken to a dinner given by a merchant in the City i the profusion of the food 
amazed him ; it seems as if food had been provided for the whole parish; however, he 
was extremely pleased with the hospitality of }be hoat aud with the innocent mirth 
and good humour that reigned at the table. The frivolities dosed with Twelfth 
Day, when the magnificence of the pastry-cookl' shops surprised and delighted him. 
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CHAPTER VII 

A."'USEME~TS, COCK~FICIITTNC, ETC. 

WE are accustomed LO consider Sunday concerts "as things of the present day; 
thai, however, is not the case. ] n the yc<tr '70 ( there was performed. on the first 
Sunday in every month, a t I I .... M •• at Stationers' Ilal1, a concert of anthems, 
together with the delivcl')y of orations, and the recitation of poems in praise of 
religion and virtue. The anthems were composed by Dr. Blow; the orations wt:re 
delivered by Dr. Collier ~ and the poems were recited by Tatc, the Poet Laureate. 
One could wish, il)deed. that the Laureate's occasional verses for these interesting 
concerts had been J1T<.--serveu, for the encouragement of virtue and religion in future 

gencidlions. . .... 
A not uncommon spectacle in the streets' of ~onaon ~as the arrival, or the 

return, of one of the great masters of defence, He rC?de 'through the Cit)' preceded 
, , .... '. ' ~ " .. . 

by trumpets and drums, with colours nymg, "'Ulh a drum and sword III hiS hand. 
He was something of a mountebank, but he was also, and always, a fine master of 
fence. These gladiators fought in real earnest, hacking and hewing with backsword. 
sword :lod dagger, single falchion, case of falchions. ilnd quarter-staff. 

The " Royal SpOrt" of cock-fighting was followed by all cli:lsses. The two 
cockpits of \Vh.i tehall received the noble lords and gentlemen the patrons of the 
sport; the improvised cockpits of the "Green Stage," off the Tottenham Court 
Road. served for the humbler patrons. I t was a sport which could be practised all 
the year round ; of which no one was ever tired ; which furnished the greatest 
excitement going: at which bets to any amount migh t be made; and which 
developed a breed of fighting birds, the maintenance and improvement of which was 
ia itself a !;Cience. 

In the eigbt~nth century cock.fighting was certainl), the favourite sport. 
There were two w .. ys or cock·fighling: the first was the ordinary matching of 

Ope- cock against another ; the other was the vVelsh main, in which eight pair~ of 
<OCks fought until half were killed; lhe rcst again fought each olher lill half were 
~ ... aj and so on until only two were lert, and these fought till one was killed . 

.,.!Uo •• ing are. instructions for the preparation of cocks for fighting:-

." 
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" First, ",·jth n pair o f fine coc,k'5h~ars, cut 011 his mane otT close untO his nttk, from the hend 10 the 
selling on of the shoulders; secondly, clip off all the fcathert from the tail clO5l!: to his rump, the redder it 
appears, lhe better is the cock in condition. Thirdly, take his wings and sprend them forth by the length 
of the fif$l. rising feather, and clip the fest slope-wise with chaq) points, that in his rising he mil)' there
y,dth endanger nn c)'t of his ndverS3ry. Fourthly, scrape, smooth, and lihnrpcn his spurs with 3 penknife. 
Fifthl>, nnd lastly, see thai there be no feathers on the crown of his head for his ad,'erSnry to In)' hold ofj 
then with your spittle, moistening his hend :til over, turn him into the pit to mo"c his fortune." 

It is obvious, considering the wide popularity o( a sport in wh ich all classes were 
interested, the delight of prince and peer, pauper and sweep, that there must have 
been many cockpits in London. \Ve know of a few, bu t certainly there mllst have 
been many more. Thus, there was the cockpit on the si le of the prcsent official 
res idence of the First Lord of the Treasury. It WHS a parl of the palace of \Vhite· 
hall. It is not known when it ceased to be used for purposes of sporl. I twas lIsed 
as a theatre by Queen Elizabeth, Jamcs I. , and Charles I., its round sha pe and raised 
seats forming a s tage and theatre ready made when scenery was wanted (or the 
masque only and not for th,.. play. SLOW ( 1598) says" on t.he right hand be divers 
fair Tennis Courts. Bowling Allies, and a Cock Pit, all buill by King H enry the 
f igh th (out of certain old tenements). and there is one other arched Gatc, with a way 
pver it, thwarting the Street, from the King's Gardens to tht! said Park." It is not 
the Cockpit that H ogarth represents. In 1634-35 a French company played before 
he Court in the Cockpit. Some part of the site was built over ei ther already or 
hordy afterwards. for we find that the Earl of Pembroke had lodgings at the Cockpi t 
f·.C. in the buildings beside the Cockpit ) in 1649, and witnessed the execution of the 

king from his window. But the place continued to be called the Cockpit. I think 
that the ten nis court and bowling alley were first built over, and that the Cockpi t gave 
its name to the whole, s imply because it remained when these were gone. Oliver 
Cromwell occupied the place before he resided in the Palace opposi te. I n the Cock· 
pit he once entertained the house after dinner with music. General Mon k lived here. 
Pepys records the performance of plays in the Cockpit during Monk's residence. 
Princess Anne lived here for a time. After the destruction by fi re of \·Vhi tchall 
Palace a part of the Cockpit was built over and became the place of meeting for the 
Privy Council. This historic room, which has been the scene of so many memorable 
meetings, looks out upon the si te of that part of the Cockpit not built over. 

The Cockpi t of \Vhitehall is orlen confou nded with the Cockpi t of \Vesllninsrer. 
This place is shown in Strype's Map of Westminster (1720) at the north-western 
end of Dartmouth Street. Long the favourite resort of the sport, it was taken 
down in 1816. I ts popularity had been transferred to a newer and probably more 
cOlllmodious Cockpit called the" Royal," in Tufton Street. I have no information as 
to the erection of the bui lding. Grandey Berkeley (1 865) speaks of the place as 
.. ancient" when he was a boy. 



AMUSEMENTS, COCK. FIGHTING, ETC. 439 

Another famous Cockpit was that beh ind Gmy's Inn. It may be found in 
Strype's map (I i 54). On the north of G ray's I nn Gardens runs" the King's \ Va)'," 
a continuation of Theobald's Row,-now T heobald's Road. Beyond a small field or 
garden north of this K ing's \\'ay. and on the Cast of James' SlrCf't. the site still 
marked by a small court , stood the Gray's Inn Cockpit indicatt·J hy a circle. 

A fourth Cockpi t was that in Drury Lane. r 1 WiI:; a notoriou~ rC;~0rt of dis
orderl y people; the appren tices of London, virtuous by custom imrncmori.iI, every 

Shrove T uesday wrecked the place. The Cockpit was ronn:rk:d into the Pho::ni.'( 
Theatre. the site shown by the name Cockpit AII!.'y. afterwards Pitt Place. 

T he many places in the City (!-tee Lolldon and ils Elluroll.l" I i61 ) called alter 
cocks. such as Cock Aile),. ten in number; Cock Court. nine in numocr; Cock Ilill. 
Cock Lane. of which there werc four: Cock Yard. dg-ht: Cockpit .·\lle~·. Cockpit 
Bui ldings. Cockpit COU rl . Cockpit Street. Cockpit Yard. Cock"" Rents. and Cockspur 
S treet.-all indicatc the former exis tence of cockpits long !->inc" forgoltl..n. 

T here are man)' pictu res of cock.6gluing, but that which every onc recognises as 
the lypica l picture is Hogarth's. T he scene has bcen·laicl at \' ('wmarket. at \\'esl

minste r. <l nd at G ray 's Inn La ne: bu t, as the Royal Arms arc on the wall. it is 
probablr the \ \ 'es lnlinste r Cockpit. 

T he faces, after H ogarth's manner, arc all portraits and all types. There is Iht: 

bli nd devotee of sport. Lord Albemarle Bertie, who can see nOlhin!;!". ret sit~ among 
the sport smen and makes his be ts: a rufl1anly crew surrounds him. pulling at his 
shoulde r, bawli ng in his ea r. stealing: his mone),. while he sits unconscious. apparently 
bawling the odds. T he levelling tendencies of the sport a re shown b}' the prt· ... ence 
in the crowd of the Pee; with his st;,,!'. who is being unceremoniously prc .• sed do\\ n 
by a carpente r with his \entht'rIl j;"cb, t .. lilt! apron: by the beau taking snuff .and 
dropping some of it into the eyes of the fm ci tizen l>l..:lo\\ him. br the sweep who 
comes with his broom and his sack and imitates the milnner of fashion with his snuff. 
box; by the hunch back Jockey and the Apothecar}' , who agree to i.I bt'l by touching 
whips; by the man on whose back is chu\kcd a ga!iows.-he is therefore the hang
man ; by the shadow on the ground represen t ing lhe \\'e1sher hoi:.ted in a basket until 
he can pay his debts; by the gamester who takes no interesl in this match because he 
has gOl a pair of fresh cocks in a bag and is wa iling for his turn; and by the hook by 
which an unseen hand is tr), jng to gt.' t hold of the purse of a dflHlkcn man. Hogarth 
always compresses a hundred stories illlo one piclure. This picture alone can be 
read and re-read doze ns of t imes, and every time with increased profi t and ins truction. 

The busines~ of breeding , rearing. and training cocks fo r figh ti ng employed a 

great m:lO Y persons, and was full of recond ite secre ts and methods. Some of these. 
as described in a book hefolc me, arc di<:;glls ting, some of them are bruta l. The 
ordinary manner of conducting a cock,fight was to pa ir off the cocks accordi ng to 
weight. Those wh ich " fell in ," that is to say. those wh ich could be matched, fought 

• 
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(or the main; those which could not be matched fought in "byes." The fight in 
Hogarth's picture takes place on a raised circular stage apparently about three feet 
his:h. It is a building of brick, with two, or perhaps three, seals raised onc behind 
the other. while a low wall. such as we find behind the dress circle of a thea tre, round 
the seats, affords a passage outside. There i ~ no ind ication that the place was actually 
sunk below the level of the ground; perhaps the original cockpit was simply a hole in 
which the birds were placed while the spectators looked down from above. I have 
seen in a village the site of an ancient cockpit wh ich had certainly been excavated. 
Cock-fighting still lingers in holes and corners. It is whispered that it is still 
possible to witness a cock-fight by payment of five pounds or so; of course it. is now 
illegal. 

Cock-fighting is an extremely ancient form of sport. The Romans fought 
quails and partridges as well as cocks. In the reign of Henry II. FitzStephen sars 
that boys brought gamecocks to school on Shrove Tuesday and spent the morning 
in fighting them. 

Baiting was a pursuil "lmosl as eagerly followP.d as cock-fighting. An)'Lhing 
might be baited: a bear, a bull , a badger, in the general way. In 17 J 7 they baited 
a leopard twelve feet Jong. J'n the same year they provided for one evening's 
amusement :- thc baiting of a tiger h)' six bull and bear dogs, for £ 100; a bull and 
at bear driven mad by being covered all over with ligllled fireworks i and, to 
cpnclude, six )'oung men 10 play at blunts, thaL is, at fighting with sticks, he to get 
t~e prize who broke most heads. There was a bear-garden on Bankside, South
,ark; anOlher on the south of Soho Square; another in Tothill Fields : but Lhe 
most important was that of Hockle),-in-the-Hole. H ere one Christopher Preston, 
the proprietor, fell in among his own bears and was killed and devoured. 

The following is a hand-bill ofa bull-baiting in 1710 ;-

"This is to gh'e notice to all gentlemen, gamesters., and others, that on this present Monday is a 
mlLleh 1.0 be fought by two dog" one rrom Newg'He market, against one from Hony·tane market, at Ii bull, 
for Ii guinea to be iOpent; fj\'e let·goes out off hand, which goes fai rest and farthest in wins all i likewise a 
~n bull 10 be bailed. ""hich was never baited berore,; and a bull to be lurned loose with fireworks all 
O\'cr him ,; also II mad llSS to be baited. with variety of bull·baiting and beat·baiting, and a dog to be dT1!wl1 
up with fireworks. Beginning exactly III tht~ of the dock. " 

A .. green " bull is, as the bill explains, one that has ne'ver been baited. 
\VresLling also went on at the bear-gardens. The prizes were generall), 

gloves, wonh 2S. 6d. a pair. 
I n another place I have spoken of lhe pleasure~gardens. These were numerous 

and varied in attractions, from the beautiful gardens of Marylebone to the squalid 
Temple of Flora 3l Lambeth. And in another place 1 consider the fairs, which in the 
eighteenth century were mere orgies of drink and debaucher)r. There were other 
places of amusement, now forgotten. \~' ho remembers Lambeth \Vells? Here, three 
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days in the week, called public days, the music played aU day long from seven in the 
morning till dark; there was the Water Theatre, full of strange devices; Punch's 
Theatre, where they had fantoccini; there were" posture ma.. .. ters .. and rope-dancers 
always exhibiting their tricks and skill ; there were exhibitions of this and lhat always 
going on. At the Spring Gardens were concerts and masquerades. In Dowgatc 
there was a fine concert-hall for the City; the young people \ .. crc invited to dance 
for a gold ring; they made lip foot-races for bets; the}' played cricktt rn<ltchcs; the} 
even grinned through a halter for a new hal. There was also the Spouting Club. al 
which young men vied with each Olher in recitations. 

On the 23rd of June '775 the first regatta was held upon the T hanu~s. Every 
boat. barge. wherry, and lighter was on the river. crowded with pt!oplt:. Flags were 
flying; guns were fired; bands were playing: the hOllses from "hich the n'gana 
could be witnessed were filled with peov1e: the bells of 5t. ~lartin 's "ere rung in the 
morning ; those of 51. I\largaret's in the afternooll. The chid point of allraction wa~ 

\o\festminster Bridge, which was crowded with people. while the ,1\ cnuf'S at both ends 
were covered with gambling-tables. The boats on the 'river \\en.: supplied "ilh drink 
in great abundance, but very bad ancl in short measure. Every passage to tht' water
side was guarded by men who took tol l. from a penny to half a ere", n. Seatfolds 
were erected on tilt"' banks. where sea ts sold for large slim.... I n a \\ orJ. the town 
had gone off its head for a new thing-. 

\Vhen the regatta was o\'er. the tittt: of the cOll1pan)' were rowed up to Cht:l"ca. 
where RaneJagh received them to a supper, dancing. and music. Among tht: \i ~itOrs 
were their Royal J-I ighnesses the Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland. 

\O\' hen we remember how popular the game of tennis was at one time : how 
it was always the sport of kings; it seems somewhat remarkable (hat thert: 
have been so few courts in London. At the same time it has never been a 
popular game or a cheap game: tennis at the prescnt (ia}' is a more expensi\,t: 
game than any other. excepti ng polo. I n London. the court in which Charles II. 
played stood just ou tside the Palace at the south -west corner of Sl. James's Streel. 
This court was pulled dowl1 in ,866. Another tennis-coun slood at the corner 
of "'-' indmill Street and Coventry Street; <l third stood. in Clare ~Iarket. called 
Gibbon's; and there are places in Ii olborn, Blackfriars .• md 50uthwark whose 
names indicate the fo rmer ex istence of courtS upon those sites. 

I n this long history through which we have slowly made our way. I have 
steadily ignored one event, recurrrng once in a hundred years or so--that of the 
h:lrd frost. On that occasion the Thames is completely frozen over aoo\'e af\d 
below Bridge. Booths are put up all the river; drinking.places. eating-houses 
are set up ; and it is the bo.tSL of the people thM they can get drunk on the ri\'er 
as well as on land. Presently th e )T bring along a printing- press and print a 
ballad or a broadside, which is bought as a g reat curiosi ty because it is printed 
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on the ice. Every such hard frost produces exactly the same results. Therefore 
1 have resoh'cd on memioning only one- the hard frost of 1788-89. 

It began on the 25th of November and lasted for seven weeks, terminating 
early in the New Year. There was a grea t deal of distress while it lasted: many 
thousands of men were out of work, ships that could not be loaded or unloaded. the 
river was impossible for lighters, the fellowship porters were standing idle, the Thames 
watermen waiting-there were 40,000 persons who got their living somehow by 
the river : all these persons were thrown out o~ work. One hopes that a grea t 
many of them found temporary employment on the ice. For the face of the 
ri\'cr became 3 great fair. finer than Bartholomew's: there were shows of all 
kinds, theatres, puppets, music. ea ting, drinking. dancing-om org)' which the 
Lord Mayor would find it difficult to stopo In fact. the Lord l\ Ja)'or does not 
seem to have interfered with the River fai r, which was carried on night and 
day with the utmost cheerfulness, and was onl), terminated b)' a rapid rise in the 
temperature and the cracking of the icc. 

A kind of madness sometimes seized the young ~ 1I0ws. Thus ther had a 
"frolic" the nature of which may be gathered from the Connoisseur:-

" I ha\Oe known a whole company surt from their chairs, and begin tilling at etlch olher merely 
~ r their di\-ersion. Anolher time theSt: exalted geniuses h!H~ cast lOIS which should be thrown out 
0( the 'trindow; and at another made 3. bonfire of their dOlht.'S, and ran n:lked into Ihe slrtc:ts. ° • ° 

Ii was no longer ago thao last winter. tbal a Jl.1ny of jO"ial Templan set out an hour or IwO after 
~dnight 011 a "orage to Lisbon, in order to get good POrl. The), took boot at the Temple stairs, 
"td prudently laid in, by way of pro\'ision, a cold ,'eni50n Jl.uly and twO hottles of raspberry brandy; 
b I when Ihey irn!lgined the)' were JUSt arrived al Gravesend, they found themseh'es suddenly overset 
i~ Cht:lllUoReach, and very narro",'ly t:!iC3ped being drowned. The most innocent Frolicks of these 
men of humour are carried on, in a literary way, by ad"cnisements in the news-papers, with which 
they often amuse the IOwn, and ab.rm us with bottle eonjurou, and persons who will jump dO"" n 
th.cir own throa.ts. Sometimel they tli \'en themsehoes by imposing o n their aC(IUaintl1nee "'ilb fictitio us 
intrigues, nnd putting modeit wOlllen to the blush b)' describing them in the public pa l>Crs. Oncc, 
t ttmember, it was the Fralick to call together all the wet nu r5C!> that wanted a place; at anOlher time 
10 summon IieYCr:l1 old women to bring their m:l1e tabby cats, for which the)' were to eKpttt a considerable 
price ; and not long :ago, by the proffer of It curacy, they d rew 1111 tbe poor p:U50ns to 5t Jlaul 's Coffee
house, where the Bucka Ihemsehocs sat in another box to smoke their rust)' wigs :md brown CASSOCks." 

I fi nd li ttle mention in the literature of the eig hteenth century of the customs 
and .sports which were still maincained in the country. No man is ridden on a 
rail-a custom we generally bel ieve to be American in its origin. but which was 
carried on in the north of England ; no woman has to "ride the stang " or to .. ride 
Skimmington "; the maids of London did not H lift " their masters, nor did 
the girls run races for smocks. On the other hand, they continued, as we have 
seen, the bull· baiting. the cock -fighting, and the cock- throwing of which their 
predecessors were::: so fond. On .May Day the milkomaids continued their dance 
and the chimney-sweepers their pageant; they trooped forth to see horse· racing 
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a. Epsom; they had .heir rai .. ; .hey kept S •. Valen.ine's Day, Twelr.h Day, 
Shrove Tuesday, Michaclmas Day, and Lord Mayor's Day, ' and they beat the 
bounds as in Rogation week. 

The time was Ilot without its ath letes. Foremost among these was Powell . 
In I i 87 this celebrated pedestrian, being then 53 years of age, walked (rom 

Canterbury to London Bridge and back again- I 12 miles-in 23 hours 53! minutes. 
That is to say, an average of a mile in 12} minutes. II is not stated where he 
rested. nor for how long. 

In 1790 he, being then 56 years of age, accomplished a walk from York to 
London for the second lime. He set out from the Nlonument in London to walk 
to York and back again in five days and eighteen hours, in the same time which 
he performed this journey in the year 1773: the w<lger was 10 guineas to 13. 

On Monday night he rcached Stamfo rd, where he slept j on 'Tuesday night at 
twelve he reached Doncaster, and arrived in York twenty-fi ve minutes after one 
on \Vednesday noon ; set out on his return a quarter before four in the afternoon, 
~ched Ferrybridge that evening. j)asserl through Doncaster at eight o'clock on 
Thursday morn ing, and arri ved at Grantham in the evening, where he slept; 
a, five o'clock on Friday morning he pursued his journey, and arrived at 
BiggJeswade that evening, where he also slept ; set OUl at hal f-past four o'clock 
o Saturday morning, and arrived at the Monument at ten mjnutes past four in 
t e afternoon (being one hour and fifty minutes within the time) amidst the 
a clamations of a vast concourse of people. 

O n the 12th of Jul y 1809 Captain Barclay finished his task of walking I OCX> 

Illites in 1000 successive hOllrs. 
O n the 27th of December 18 1 5 Eaton finished his walk of 1 100 miles in 11 00 

hours upon Blackheath. 
Let me, as an addition to th is chapter, quote from The On'if a1ld A1err)! l1islol,' 

of Creal B ,..ila;" r--
.. The common People ha\re a grea t many Diversions, wh ich may serve to let 

them know themselves. Some . have the Appearances of Fierceness, as thal of 
murdering Cocks by throwing huge Sticks at them, at some distance;:. AnOlher 
great diversion is to see two Fellows fight widl Back-S word s. on a Publick Stage, 
surrounded by an infinite Crowd of Beaus, Butchers, Bailiffs, and F oot-Soldiers 
blaspheming, cursing, and reviling the ombalams if they are sparing of their 
Blood, and fight what they call a Sh:1In· Battle; but if they hack and hue one another 
prea y heartily, insomuch that the Stage runs wi lh their Gore, noth ing can bc more 
satisfactory to the Spectators, who are then gencrally sure to reward them very 
bountifull y. 

0' Cock.fighling is divening enough, the Anger and Eagerness of lh~se lillIe 
Creatures, and the tri umphanl Crowing of a Cock when he struts haughli ly on the 
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Body of his Enemy, ha.s someth ing in it singular and pleasant. \Vhat renders these 
Shews less agreeable. is the great numbers of \Vagerers, who appear ;15 angry ar; the 
Cocks themselves. and make such a noise, tha t one would believe every Minute 
they were going to fight also. 

"Combats are ve ry common alllong the meaner Son of the People. Tht: 
Assa il alll~ begin wilil run ning aga inst each olher, Il e;ld~ (orclIlo..,t, like Rams, and 
afterwards come to Box ing. U po n the begin ning of dny Qllilrrt:l in the Streets, 
the POfters ,lOci Dogs immedia telr run ba rkin~ from all Corners, and the Handi
crafts quit thei r Garre ts. and these together make OJ fair ci rcle fo r the Boxers. By 
the anlienL Custom of lhe!ic Combats, i1 r.. l an is not to st rike his Advtrsary on the 
Ground, but must g ive hi m time to risc, and the Standcrs+by take care to !-.ce theSt: 
L."1 WS st rictl y observed. Ther nc\'t~r part till one of them calls for Qu'Hter, which 
lhey seldom do till they are qui te d isabled. T hc!-.t: EXf'rciscs are in gn.:al Esteem 
amongst the E1Iglis/" and not onl), d ivert ing to the 1\lcll, bu t to the \\'omt:::n like
wise, In the E venings of thei r Sabbaths and J7CStiV,lh;, 'tis common to see tht: 
Streets fill ed with these sorts of Rencounters: all kimls of S<::n'an [s "<-:i ng then at 
liberty, and generall y w<:1 l loaded wi th Liquors, have rrequtnt Qu,lrrc\!) anti Hicker+ 
ings about Prt:cedency. O ne may see ~ I others encou ra~e their Sons, and married 
\ Vomt:n the ir Husbands to ('ngage, the lan er holding their II usbamb' canes and 
Children the mean while, And somet imes People of Qual ity lar aside their \\'igs, 
Swords, and Neckclo ths to box, when they a rc insul ted by mean Persons, Clgainst 
whom they must not d raw their Swords, the Rabble esteem ing that to be the most 
rasca ll y thing a Gentleman can be g uilty of; ror which reason a Lieut~nant-Generill 

hath e'e r now been seen with a swoln Face and a black Eye. A rOUl'g Lord has 
made his name te rri ble to all the Coachmen, Carters, and Porters in L ondoll by his 
JJ10lluat Opera t ions on the ir Bodies, when their Behaviour has been rude and 
insolent ; he hav ing of len, as the Phrase is, beateN Ihelll 10 /J 1 1I111I11)1 ror it. 

"A rew Years since, some }'OLmg Rakes or Q ualitr had found out a "uy odd 
sort of Dive rs ion, the ir Number consisted or twelve Persons, and were cal1'd the 
Kicki11g+Cb~b .. they me t at a \Vim:+house or T avern ncar lht! Court, from whenct! 
about Midnight they used to sa ll y. div id ing themselves into three Partic:s, four 
Persons in each. By the Rules or the Socie ty each l\ iember was in turn to kick 
every Man he met, and on refusal to forreit a F lask or Frau/' Clare t for the Benefi t 
or the Club." 

• 



• 

CHAPTER VIII 
• 

SIG HTS AND PLACES OF AMUSEMENT 

1 N a work published in the year 1786 the following places are enumerated as the 
principal sigh ts of London :-

J. St. Paul's, \VestminSlcr Abbey, and St. Stephen's, \Valbrook. Nothing is 
said of the Temple, or of St. Mary Overies, or of St. Bartholomew the Grea t. 

2. The City Places, such as the Guildhall , the Exchange, the Bank, the 
Mansion House, the l\ lonument, and the Tower. 

3. The Three Bridges. 

I 4· The Squares, particularly Grosvenor Square. and Lincoln's Inn Fierds. 
5. The VJestminster Buildings: rhe H ouse of COIllTllOnS, admission into which 

as charged at 25. 6d.; lhe House of Lords. into which one could only gel admis* 
ion by favour of a member. 

6. The British Museum. 
I In the year 1753. the whole of the collections made by Sir Hans Sloane were 
bffered to the nation for £'20,000. An Act was accordilfgly passed for the purchase 
and the housing of the collection with those of the Harleian 1\155. and the Cotton ian 
Library. The money for this and for the purchase of Montag ue 11 ouse was 

rai sed by lottery. But in 1845 Montague House was pulled clown as be ing 
inadequate, and the present building erected. Just now it only concerns us to know 
how the institution affected the public, and how far the people were enabled to 
make an educational use of what it contained. 

On the opening of the British Museum, therefore, the following were the 
RuIes:-

(t) The Museum was to be open every day except Saturday and Sunday, and 
ex.cept one day after Chrislmas i one week after Easter i and one week after " ' hit 
Sunday. Good Friday was also to be excepted with all days of thanksgiving or 
fasting. 

(2) That the hours of opening were to be from nine in the morning till three in 
the afternoon, and the same hours during the summer, except on Monday and Friday, 
when it was to open from four till eight. • 

", 



SIGHTS AND PLACES OF AMUSEME NT 447 

(3) All persons wishing to see (he museum must make application to [he porter, 
giving their names, condi tion , and residence, with the day and hour when they 
desire to visit the house. The application must be made before nine in the morning 
or between four and eigh t in the evening. All applications to be made in a regisl t:: r 
and the ti ckets of admission should be issued h)' the principal librarian, but not morc 
than ten tickets for anyone hour. 

(4) That the visi tors must be conducted ill regular order Clnd the \\ hole inspec

tion is not to last morc than three hour5. 

PUlIS!! '1!'Sf.!"j 

There werc other rules for the hindrance of visitors <1111..1 the rendering of the 

museum useless. These. however, will suffice. 
7. The Court at St. James's. The Court was open at three o'clock on Sundays 

and Thursdays: any well-dressed person, we are tOld, was <ldl11ittcd. 
After the sights there were the .amusements. and. of course, the theatre 

came first, before all o ther amusements the most delightful. There were winter 
and summer theatres. Drury Lane and Covent Garden were open for dramatic 
representations from September till the end of June. The H aymarket was a 
summer theatre. On \Vednesdays and Fridays during Lent there were concerts 



of sacred music. ~he Opera House in the Haymarket was open from October 
to June. twice il week, Tuesday and Saturday. In the winter there were 
masquerades. Concerts were held at the Pantheon, \Villis's J{ooms, King Street; 
Gallini's Rooms, j-lanover Square; and at fireemasons' Hall . 

Among the amusements is mentioned the Lord Mayor's Ball on Easter 
Monday, and his feast and ball on the 9th of November. " Tickets,t' it is said , .. are 
not difficult of attainment, by applying to any alderman or common counci l man. 
They are now and then to be purchased by applying LO John the Waiter, at the 
Rainbow Coffee House, Cornhill." 

The criminal trials at the Old Bailey every six ,veeks were open to the public 
at I s. each. The hangings-i t was three years since the Tyburn procession had 
been abandoned-are mentioned as an amusement open free to the I, g roundlings," 
or people in the street, .which was the pit of the Newgate Thentre: the boxes were 
the windows of the neighbouring houses; their roofs were the ga llery. My au thority 
invites his readers to witness the" festivity and gambols of the lower class of people 
rolling down Greenwich Park hill at the \Vhitsun Fai r "; he docs not mention Bar
lholomew Fair or Horn Fair. It is evident from this li st that a vi si tor to London 
a hundred years ago migllt. occupy himself agreeably for several weeks without 
exhausting the pleasures of the town, or its points and places of interest. 

Let us follow a country visi tor on his first rambles about the City. He was 
1 ca1led upon to admire the crowded streets, the lines of shops, the busy markets, and 

j 
the noise and uproar along the roads. \Vhen he had partly overcome his surprise 
and confusion at so many distracting sounds, he was taken to the T ower, where he 
saw the wild beasts; was shown into dungeons, walked on the ~ler race, and admired 
the prospect of the Pool with its ships and thei r attendant fl eets of barges and 
wherries. Thence he walked along Thames Street, saw the Custom I louse, and 
listened, at a safe distance, to the quarrels of the Billingsgate fish-women. He then 
arrived at London Bridge, over which he crossed i it was, to look: at, a narrow street 
with small shops on ei ther side and houses projecting in front, and built ouL over the 
river behind. Here and there a space was left \vhere the passenger could halt and 
view the river above and below the Bridge. Turning northwards, the visitor was 
taken through Fish Street, passing the Monument, along Graccchurch Street to 
Lombard Street. where was the General Post Office, to the Stocks market, with its 
statue of Charles J I. Thence along Cheap~ide to. Sr. Paul's, which delayed him a 
long time; on the right, through the great meat market of Newgate, he came to 
Christ's Hospital and Newgate J)rison. He then walked along the Fltet River pa.st 
the Fleet Prison as far as Ludgate, with its prison on the left, and Bridewell, witb its 
prison on the right. A hundred years before he would have walked along the City 
\Vall overlooking the City Ditch. But the wall was mostly pulled down, built 
against, or built over, and the ditch filled up. The gates were left, however, and the 
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visitor making his rounds saw them all. He also visited the Ro)7al Exch;mgc; ,h., 
Bank of England standing between its two churches; Leadcnhall :\Iarket . lh~' 

hospit;tls of St. Bartholomew's. Guy's. Bethlehem. SL Thomao;;'s. ;10<1 St. Kalhf:'rint' ''' 
by the Tower; he S,1W the Guildhall a nd Bakewe ll Iiall . Pcrhdp.s he \\;\!'. c u r ioll'" 

concerning the new City churches or the fe w old churches which h;\d {~scaped th. 
Fire, but I clo not think that most of the visitors e"er troul ... lcd 1h('I11";CI\ to!'> al){lUl t1w 
churches. II is guide very cardul\y kept him from visi ting any o f th. prison .. Oil 

account of the highly infectious and dangerous (ever which \~as <ll w<I)" lurkin;..:- ill 

those noisome places. But he placed his visitor in a boa t and look him up the rl\'cr 
to V'lestminSler, where there was the ancient King's house with the I louses or 
Parl iament and \,Vestlllinster Abbey; part of \\'hitehall Palace; St. Janu:s's Palace, 
and , still standing, some of the great houses along the river. 

But the chier interest was the City. H ere the visitor, re turning, was shown the 
Cit)" ompanies' H alls; the qU<IYS and warehouses; the coffee - houses and the 
taverns; the civic processions nnd funrtions. H e was edified by the pious 
behav iour and the self-restraint exhibited by the mob on the way to Tyburn, and 
whenever a fellow wn.'" flogged at the cart tail, or exposed in pillory. or set in the st OCKS . . ' 
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The theatres, he would find, were outside the walls of the City. so were the ga rdens 
in wh.ich the London people took so much delight in the summer. H e was invited to 
observe the furniture and the style of living in the merchants' stately houses, their 
d ignity, their wealth, their equipage, their many servants, their cou nling-houses and 
their warehouses and their quays. There werc many interesting things for a visitor 
to see in London, but the most interesting things-far morc interesting than any of its 
buildings-were the pon and the quays and the sh ipping which spoke of a trade 
unrivalled in the whole world. I fear thal the visitor of 1740 took small interest in 
the architectural features of that part of the City which had escaped the Fire; he 
fot1nd the Rat fa~ade and the square sash windows far more beautif~d than the broken 
line. the tall gable, the projecting story and the diamond panes of the leaden case
ment ; while the square and simple archite<:ture, say of Sl. Michael Bassishaw, seemed 
to him rar more beautiful than the 'i Gothick barbarity " of S1. Helen's or 51. Mary 
Overies. I n a word, there was a great deal ror the visitor or 1740 to see in London ; 
but the things in which he would most deligh t were not the things that would delight 
us if we could be set down ill Thames Street in tilt! year of grace 1740. 



CIIAPTER IX 

Till .\kT OJ :,n.I-J II I I \TI 

NEll'IJEI( th l;! noble art o f sel f-defence nor tlw mObol illu ... trious ma~lcr 10 lh;Lt art 

can be ignored ill ;, history of London. There nCn'r was d linw \\ ht'Jl lht, 

'W)lI'U IIE\'~ .,,, ,. \l~.'l~"\ 

",un. a 1";'" puw...h..! bl \\ 1(" .... nJ ." 1. ",,,1<>0., '1"'" 

ort of self-defence, in one form or the olher. was not pracdsed and exercised and 
taught in London. Uuring the t:igilleenlh celHury it included the variolls br;:lI1ches 

of fencing. uroadsword and cutlass play. <Iuartt:r -staff. and single-stick. Fencing 
has never gone out of use among gendemcn; broadsword pia)' has nen:r been 

<s. 
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lost in the navy; quarter-staff fell into neglect frol11 which it seems impossible to 
rescue it. or all the masters of this art. James Figg seems to have been eas ily 
the first and greatest. He was a native of Timme in Oxforclshire. and was a young 
man of remarkable strength and agil ity, excelling in all the count r), sports and 
athletics. I-Ie came to London and set up as a teacher of the art of se lf·defellce , 
and challenged all comers. He establ ished himself at the corner of \Vells Street and 
Castle Street, Oxford Road, on a piece of waSle ground, where he built a wooden 
structure in which he taught everything required for the art which he professed. 

The following lines show how a CQmest belWCt!1l two champions was at that 
time carried out. They were written by Dr. Byrom. 

\ 

" Long was the gre:u Fi.:g, b~' the prlle-fighting swains, 
Sole monarch acknowledged of M/lrylebone plnins. 
To the 10wns, far :md Ilear, did hi. l-nlour extend, 
And SW:Ioni dO""n the river from Thame 10 Gravesend : 
Where Ih-ed Mr. SUlton, P;l>elllllker by Imde. 
Who, hearing thai Fij;I:: II'U thought such a stoUI blade, 
Resolved 10 PUI in for II share of It;, fame, 
And 50 senl In challenge tlte champion of Thame. 

" 
With alternate :1d"antage twO robbers had pMt, 
When Ihey fought out the rubbers on Wednesda)' 41.51 : 
To sec such a contest the houle '11'3.5 so full, 
There hardly witS room left \0 thrust in your skull. 
With a prelude of cudj;e11 lI'e first lI'cre saluted, 
And two or three shoulden most handsomel)' fluted, 
Till, weary at last lI;th inferior dis"steri., 
All the company cry'd, • Come, the muters., the 1n.'\51ers.' 

'" 
Whereupon the bold Sutton first mounted the stage, 
Made his honours as usual, and yearn'd 10 engage : 
Then Figg, willI i1 visage 50 fierce, yet sedate, 
Came and entered the lists. with his (resh·shaven po'\le : 
Their anns were encircled with armigers 100, 
With a red ribbon Sutton' .. and Figts .,,·i th a blue: 
Thus adorned, tbe two beroes, bct ... ;XI shoulder anti elbow 
Shook hands, and 10't, and the "'oord it was bilboe. 

Sure such a concern, in the C:)'Ci of spect..1Io,.., 
\Vas never yet seen in our arnphithealres : 
Our commonl and peers, (rom the "=\'eral plaeel, 
To haIr an inch diltance 1111 pointed their facel : 
While the r.l.)'1 of old Pho::bus, that shot thro' the sky.lig ht, 
Seemed to make on lht: 'tage a new kind of twilight: 
And the gool wi thout doubt, if one could but ha\'e ICen 'em, 
Were peeping there throuih to do justice bel~'een 'em. 
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, 
F"'f "Huck the first .'Ilroke. and with 'lIch a '· .... 1 furr. 
'Illa t he broke hia huge ",capon in IWII.III I nuurc lOU 
Ami if his brave ri,'al t lll~ hlow hOld om warded, 
U i.'l helld from his shoulders had lX'rn (Iuite: di~r'H(Ic(1. 
f'igg armed him ago'lin, and IlIr)' lOok , 'mher ult. 
And tile'o !-.mwn'lo bl,ld,' r.1.11 :'IO.a)" (rum it- hili' 
The .... c:lpon' were frightt"d. but a~ f"r thr lIIeo, 
In Innh they nc'er minded, but al illgam. 

\111 

That hrUl5es and wound s n man'~ ,pml )huuld wlldl. 
With ,htOger w little, with honour ,,'1 mud, • 
Well, the)' both lOok a dram, .lOd returned to Ihe I~'ullc. 
And 1\llh a fresh fury the)' madc their ~\\,(lrd, r,Ltllt" . 
While SntUon's ri\:ht anTI \Ia~ nl .... crn·d w !tlt"',I, 
II)' II. touch from his MI'al, !of) lo,'c h.l(\ Ilc<n'rrl ; 
JIIM enough for \II ~hn .... , Ih;11 h,\ hlo ... d \I,h !lut ,,"r. 
Hilt made up like FiR~(~ of til(· ("(ml1n,," (I"{I h'IUM. 

ox 

A}Oain the)' both ru~hed 10 illl .I. equ;11 a hrt' un, 
Till the (01llpan)' cned, • lIold, rnfllll;h uf I.oltl Iron; 
Ttl the qU:ll1cr'\!;lff nolO. 1;111". Sf), 111"'1' h.l\1nj;: dram\1 II, 
They took to their wood, and j' {"tilt nCI'tT ~h.l1n·tl II. 
' I he lir,,! bou! titer had was <WI f,lIr :11111 ~h b.lflll,;j)mc. 
That, to n\;\kc a f:lir b.1t'J;'ain, \\;\~ "1)11h a kinb"'s r.lnsom 
And Sutton such b.1ngs on hi\ neiJ.:hbnur nnparu.'d, 
\\'ould have made :ll'y fihre~ hUI FiJ.:I:"~ 10 h.I\(· ~m.lrl('(l. 

, 
Then after ,hat bout Ihe~' "ent 1m to .toothl'r. 
HUI thl' III.Hlcr mu~t end nn .'>(lme (.I\hill1l ,.r lithl'r 
So JII\"I' told thl' J.:o(b III' had nlade a dl·crce. 
That Flj.:J: ~hould hit SuttO\l .1 Mrul;c "II the kl11:e. 
Tho' !:iutlnll. dl";"1hled a'l roon :I..lo he Ill( hllll. 
\\'oulll slill ha,-e fou};'ht on, but JOq~ I,olltd nOII)('mlil hm, 
'''"~IS hi~ {:lIe. 1\111 his (,lull. Ihal CUlhtr.linl·d him '" rie1d. 
And thus Ihl' great Filo!' ~ be..:anll: tHrd n{ Ill!' field 

453 

James Figg died in '734. H e was succeeded as the master or <.:hampion 
by Broughton, who is said 10 have int roduced the art or sci~nct· of boxing in 
the place of the sword tights as being mort harmless. They \\ ere. however, 
sufficiently serious in their consequences. Broughton was patronised by the 
Duke of Cumberland. H e kept a booth or wooden structure like Figg's in 
the Tottenham Court Road. He was rC:!gardcd as an unconquered hero for a 
long time, until unluckily he had a battle with one Sl'-lck. a butcher, who managed 
to hit him between the eyes, and blinded him , to the constt:rn.uion of the audience. 
all of whom had been betting on Rroughton. 

Of the prize fight, aile specimen must suffice. that of H umphrc)'s and ~1 endoza 
(to A" •. Reg_ 1788):-

• 
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.. So high W:tl the IlUblic Ilnxic.:ty on the issue of Ihe bruising m:llch, which 1I":UI decided bct~n 
lIumllh~)' :lOd Mf'ndou., that neither the dislnnce (rom town, nor the nate of tbe ,,"cather. could 
,«,'Cnt a \ -CTY lIrge body of people from usc:mbling lill the scene or action in Odiham. Several hundreds 
of I~ple paid hal( Q guinea a-piett to g:».in a.dmission within the paddock, where the stage was raise.d. 
The paddock lr.IS well defended :tgainst the multitude by TrinK, Kynn, Dunn, and Il numlJcr of other of the 
Mron~t men In Englllnd, who with clubs looked like 50 rnllny giants; but 11'11111 am resist the shock of 
,In English mob? The I».ddoc:k was brok~n down, and the torrent rushed in. 

The comooUtHS mounted the slage eXllcl1y 3t one o'clock, 3nd, lIncr the usual salutation, Mcndol.!1 
m!ltaml)' beg:tn the onset wilh all the heal and im llCtuosity of a man determined 011 ,ictor),. He threw 
himsel( in wnh much neti"i!)" :md di~plnyed much showy enterpri!le, while I I umphre)'s retreated :'Ind 
:amide<! Ihe blows. The i:lller bore himself with great re~n'e, and the Jell' was accordlllgly the 
nuailant 111 the first six or SCl'en rounds. In these, MendOL1 being more hn,flrdous and more successful 
than lI umphrcys, the bct.s, II'ilkh were IwO to onc in ra l'our of the Inllcr before the b;\ule, changed 10 six 
to four, );Cl'cn to four, nnd at last two to one against him, Several blows of Mcnd01.3 h:'ld their effect. 
Ite cut Humphreys under the left eye, and of course endeal'Ou red to follow up thc wound, but in this he 
""M dis:tppoinu .. '<1 b)' the superior :address o( his opponent. 

11,e 1"'He, from the wetneas of the day, was eXlrcmely slippery, and (or some timc neither of them 
cou~d keep their feet so as to give firmness to their action, To remedy Ihis. lIumphre)'s threw off his 
shoes, and got a l)3ir of worsted stockings,' in which, ",ilhout shoes, he continued the b.1ulc with improl'cd 
rooling. 

After the)' h3d fought ,8 or 19 minutes. Humphreys beg3n to m3nifcst his superior skill, and lhe 
het5 again eh3nged in his rnour, He planted a dreadful hlo", on the neck, or ne:ar the ja .... , of the Jcw, 
",hich 'M:kened, and almO!lt diS3.bled him. He rontinucd the t>.,ttle, ho ..... el·cr, with much determin:lIion oi 
st1irit, until extral'aSaled blood and cxh3usted breath m3de him 50 hclpless, that he lay on the stage unable 
to ri '>C, and ridded Ihe conleSt. 

The b3ule la!>ted 29 minutes. Humphreys ""l1S seconded by Johnson, 3nd Mendoza by Jacobs. 
In consequence of the abm'e b3ttle it is s.,id Ihlll upwards of £20,000 sterling of bets will be 

tr.lnsferred from the Je",'" to the Christil'lns-r3ther to the (;entilec;.. '· 



, 

C IJ..\PTER X 

G ,UInLlNG i!? the vice of the unclI1plop.:d. The ]ci ... un.=u cl .. ...... a.., th('Y ,Lrl! cdlt·d. 
those who have nothing to do. those for who m other people work . illw'l~ s hd\'" th~ 

gambler in thei r midst : they arc nt:\'cr free from tht' "ict: of ~i1mbling. S!lllH-tIJlH.~ ... 

it lurks in corners; thert: arc always clubs in which one Ciln ]!lay a,> hh.;h ,\..; .1 

man call desire, - and as O[lCI1. There art: always \\ hisjx:rs as to priV<Lll~ ~ilmblil!g. 

houses: it is not diffi cul t to find them ou l , and they \,deomc new·corner"'. I h'-fC 

are. it is supposed, hawks and rooks. BUl it is whcn gumhling is openly i,rdlli ... ,·d 

and encouraged; when. fr0111 the king dO\,Il\\.U"{Js, all dli'ieS gamble. \,h(."o It 

becomc'i a national passion, thaI it becomes it nalion,d danger. 

I n the t::iglllcemh century g;lIl1bling had a far g reater hold upon the 1I1'pt'r l.:bssc!-> 

than it can at present b03<;t. The), all played: !;ornt: \\ilh frc.:nz),. as Ch;Lrll:" j;'W1CS 

Fox; some occasionally. i\IaIl)' of [he women gambled as mlU.:h as the men they lo!;! 

g rea t sums; they we re rl:duced to pawning their jcwcls \\ hcn they could n o~ gt t the 

mone), from their husb;:l1lds. SOllie.: of them chc<ltcd .t1most opl:nly. and tht·} could 

no t be turned out of soc iety, as 111t::11 Wl:rt:. on the suspicion of foul pia). A llusion>; 

to chea ting at cards ;Hl: frequent in tht.: satirical lit l:raturc of the t iml:. while the 

passion of women fo r cards was notoriolLs and could not be denied. Sonll' of tht.:LIl 

played eve ry nig-h t of tht.:ir lives. fo r three hou rs at leas t. at WhL !>t or g;II1H:S tlf chance 

-casino, 100, ombrc. pique t, faro, or hazard. If they wen t to an assembly in the 

e \'en ing. they all crowded illlo the card room. The y spent their mornings in counting 

thei r gains o r lame nting thei r losses; they talkeu and thought abou t little else; they 

read nothing ; they though t there was no th ing in the world to conside r except their 

OW Il narrow set, the ir dress. and cards. 
Colonel George H anger says that ill hi s younger days ( I iiO) lhert was no slLch 

thing as a fa ro-table admitled into the house of a woman of fashion. Thc gaming 

was ca rried o n at public ta bles. But in I i9S it was a COlllmon custom for a l.u1y to 

admit the propri etor of a faro-table. <Hl d to allow o r gaming in her own housc for a 

fee of fifty gui neas a nig ht. 
Any picture tl ra wn by the sat iri s l and the cssa), jst must be taken with 

m 



tIM, .'irill is ftOdUng until h. finds matril for 
ihe ;"dignation wbich dri_ the poor IDUl intO _. have no doubt that then: 
""re plenty of women, even in thai devil'. acre lying beside the .ast of Hyde Park, 
who did .I1ot gamble. and no more: felt the passion and the power of the vice than 
(her felt the passl.on and the power of drink. It is not, certainly, fair to charge the 
century as wholly infected with the vice of gambling; IctliS be soltisfied with the fact 
thal it was widely spread. 

And it must not be supposed thal, because cards were th e, favourite amusement 
of all classes, and though in every house in town or coulIlry cards w('re played wht:n ~ 

ever three or four were met together, therefore the whole country gambled. \Vhis l 
or quadrille, the favourite games, allowed the clergyman or the staid !l1crchant with 
the ladies of the family to win or lose a few sixpences; but that was not gambling. 
So, in the \Vest End, many ladies sal clown to cards as the most agreeable way of 
telling through the evening, }TCl they did not gamble. H orace \ 'Valpole, wh~ 
complains biuerly about the universal card-playing, blames it not so much for the 
danger of the whole world bet..'oming gamblers, as for the dulness of the players, 
who instead of joining in cOlwcrsation now sat silcll t at the whist · table. At the 
s;Jme Lime, it muse be owned that there are endl s stories of losses at play. 
lIogarth has drawn, with his customary exaggeration of the theme yet accuracy 
a to details, a gambling scene at \Vhite's, where the company play on although the 
h use is on fire-White's was actually burned down in 1733. The unfortunate rake 
I. cursing the heavens (or his bad luck ; the winner swce;:ps in the lUolley ; the 
) ung lord borrows £500; the confederates exchange signs; the hjg~waym<tn siUi 
,.ailing patiently till one of the winners leaves the house; then he will go after him. 
As to the rotge and despair of the losing gamester, although men were by no means 
so se1f.governcd as they hdve since learned to be, one C~lnnot believe that in a house 
like \Vhitt's, frequented by the IllOst well·bred men of an age when good-breeding 
was one of the fine arts, anyone would lose his self-command like Hogarlh 's rake at 
this stage of his progress. \Ve cannot believe that Fox, who constantl), lost a<) 

much as anyone, would go on his knees and blaspheme, his Creator, whatever had 
ueen his losses. I n fact, we know how he lost , and how he bore his losses as n 
gentleman should. 

All tl1«! memoirs and all the lette rs are full of gaming stories ; in one or two cases 
they are also stories of suicide i ill a few cases they are stories of ruin; generally 
they are stories of bad luck, or losing considerable sums, but not of ruin. Young 
men crippled themselves, raised money on post -obi ts, sold their reversionary 
interests, got into the hands of money-lenders; but the): did not, as a rule, ruin 
themselves. 

Vet there were cases of sudden and complete ruin. Men did sometimes lose 
in a single night the whole of their estates. A cenain young lord. for instance, lost 



, 

; 
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to Nash of Rath, at one sitting. all his money. all his movables. the title deeds 
of his Jarge estates, the nnr on his fingers, and his watch. Nash gave them dll 

• back. On another occasion Nash won the whole fortune of a young man and 
gave it back to him with art admonition. It was wasted. The young man played 
3g"din : lost again ; and blew out his btains. 

It is impossible to read atl)' of the lette rs of the lime without finding stories of 
losses over the hazard table. One night ~Il the Cocoa T ree. \Valpole says. there 
was a cast <ll h'\7.a rd the difference of which amounted to a hundred and four' score 
thousand pounds. At Almack's it is recorded that "Mr. Th)lnnc having won 
only 12,000 gui neas in two months, retired in disgust. It On tbe 'evenings of 
high play - unless these were dai ly - those who sat at t!l e table practised all 
kind!; of absurdi ties and superstitions. They turned thei r coats inside OUl; they 
put on frieze Co.1 tS: they wore leathern sleeves like footmen cleaning plate i they 
wore straw hats to prOtect their eyes from the light and to conceal the anxiety 
on thei r faces. I 

It is difficult to imagine the serious and responsiblt= Pitt playing among such a 
group. But he did play with them. I have alluued to rhe inextinguishable 
thirst for the gaming.table that possessed Charles J ames Fox. Lord Lytte.lton, 
wridng ~o Dr. Dodd ridge in '750, says: .. Th~ Ory'ads of Hagley are at present 
pretty secure, but I tremble to think that' the rattl ing of a dice-box at \\'hite's mar 
one day or other (if my son should be a member' of that nobl.c academy) shake down 
all our fine oaks. It is dreadful to see, not only there. but in almost every house ill 
town , what devastations are madt: by that destructive fury, the spi rit of play." 

Betting forms part or g:lOlbling. There was a vast amount of belting upon 
every evenl. I t is needless to enlarge upon the absurdities of betting. Perhaps the 
Ill(l!it famous, Qr the most notorious, instance was (hat of a OCl made by Lord March 
(in 177' ) of 500 guineas wi th Mr. PigOl as to whether Sir \Villialll CodringtOn or 
,. old Mr. Pigott 'I_the (inner (?) of the belling man-should die firs t. I ( SO happened 
that the day before the laying of the wager. old Mr. Pigol d ied suddenly. H is son. 
therefore, if it W3S his SOil, refused to pay, a ll the g round that it was no bet, as the 
man was dead before the bet was concluded. Lord March, therefore, brought an 
action to recover the amount. Lord Mansfield was on the bench, and the jury found 
for lhe plaintiff, with COSts. 

The City people did ,lOt gamble. No merchant who had the reputation for 
g"dmbling cyuld p~eser"e his credi t. There were, of course, some young men t with 
souls above the coun ter or the desk, who repaired at night to the gaming-houses. and 
there lost their masters' money. or won with the aid of their masters' mOllc ),. The 
..w of these young gentlelllt!1l was generall)· the highway and Tyburn tree. rhe 
City mndams played cards at each olher's houses; but they did no; gamble. 

Tbe maintenance of a gaming-house was no C"dSy matter. It required careful 
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organisation, and the assistance of a large staft These officials were enumeraled In 

the St. James's Evt:m'lIg Post of '73' . 

.. I. A • Director,' who superintends the room. 

2. An 'Operator,' who detlls the cards at :1 cheating gnmc cnlled faro. 
3. 1''''0 'Croll'pces' (;.!. croupiers), who watch the cards and I!::l ther the money for the b:l.nk. 
4- Two' Puffs,' who ha\'c money given to them to decoy Others to play. 
S. A • Clerk,' who is n che<'k upon Ihe purr~ 10 sec that the), sink none of the money given them 10 

play with. 
6. A 'Squib,' who is :1 puff of lower rnnk, who serves at half s,'llary while he is learning to dc;'ll. 
7. A ' Flasher, ' 10 swear how often the bank has been stripped. 
8. A • Dunner,' who goes about to re<:o\'cr money lost at play. 
9. A 'Waiter, ' to fill out wine, snulT cnndlcs, and 3ttend to the gaming-room. 

10. An ' Attorney,' a Newgnte solicitor. 
II. A 'Captain,' who is to fight an}' gentleman who is 1>L"e\'ish ror losing his mone),. 
I::. An • Usher,' who lights gentlemen up and down stairs and s:in~s the word to the porter. 
'3- A' Porter, ' who is generall), a soldier or the foot-guards. 
14. An 'Orderl),' man, who ""'llih up and down the outside of the door, to gi \'c notice to the porter 

and alarm the house at the approach of the constables. 
15. A • Runner,' who is to get intelligence of the JU!itices' mcctings. Link-bn)'s, watchmen, cha irmen, 

dmwcrs, o r others who bring the first intelligence 01 the Justices' meetings or of tile constable!; Ileins: out, 
~alf a guinea reward. Common bail, affidavit men, ruffians, bailces, ilUlI 1II1111is (lliis." 

\ The most mischievous, because the most widely spread, form of gambling was 
t!lat of the State lottery. It flourished here, first at intervals, and then as an annua l 
i stitution from the year 15 69 to the year 1826. The method pursued always pre· 
Sf! nted the same features. The Government announced a loner)" of so many tickets, 
rb each of which a prize of about £ loon an average was allolted. Thus, if t.here were 
1.00,000 shares there would be ,{,I,OOO,OOO given away in prizes. But this nmoum 
\Vas divided nOt into equal £ 10 shares, but into so many shares, sa)', of £ 20,000 each; 
so many of £ J 5,000 each ; so many of £ I 0,000 each, and so on down to £20. 

Take the scheme of the lottery of 1779. There were 49,000 tickets represen ting 
16.330 prizes and 32,670 blanks. The amount g'iven ill prizes was £490,000, 
distributed as follows ;-

:: prizes of £'20,000 each I:: prizes of £'1000 each 

3 
5 
8 

" 
" 
" 

10,000 " 

5,000 " 

30 
'00 

2,000 " 220 

15,820 prites of £'20 each 

" 500 " 

" 100 " 

" 50 " 

Eor the first number drawn for the firs t eight days £1000 each; and for the last 
number drawn £ I 000. The tickets were bought by COntraCtors, 100tcf)'·office 
keepers, who p'aid the Government from £ 16 to £20 for each ticket; so that the 
Government realised £300,000 to £500,000 by the business. Uut of thei r profits, 
however, had to be paid the officials who carried on the drawing and the conduct of 
the whole business. 
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The contractors, for their part, proceeded with the utmost diligence to offer 
thei r tickets to the public (or what they would fetch. They divid /:u them in1() wholl' 

tickets, half, quaner, e ig hth , and six teenth rart~. They i ... sut:d naming ~irculilr!'i 

promising wealth withou t working for it : they put pilc!; of gold coin., in tiu::ir 
wi ndows wi th placards showing that all this could be got for a guinea. In ordcr to 
prolong and increase the excitement du .. !), provided that the c1rawins should tah 

three weeks, duri ng which the people were worked up into a (ramie condition. In 

order to procu re lich.lS. o r cven slllali sha res of ticktlS, servants robbed the houses 
where they worked: cl c:r ks robbed their masters: c\'er) lxxl)' robbed, pawned, sold 
what he could to gct lhe mon <.::r for a ticke t. Everybody dreamed pe rpetually, nay 
pe rsuaded himsel f, that he W,L<; going to become rich, and planned \\ hitt he woulc.1 do 

when the big prize. that of £20.000, fell to him. The lotler), contractor!. made their 
profit by selli ng the tickets <It an increased pricc: that i!-> to say. if th!!)" lJought a 
t icket for £ I 6, they woukl sel l it at £ 20; the half for L I ! : the quarter for {6, ami 

so on. 
In the selection of their numbers the peolJie wen: g-uidcd by the most 

superstitious and frivolous reasons. The TllHnUer of the }eJr: th!! numbt:r of 
the Beast, b(;:cause the de\'il ce rtain1\- took rl hand in a lotten ; thc flge uf thl' , , 
pu rchase r ; the number sugges ted in a dream; a number m-erheard in the street ; 
a number which accich;ntally caught the eye in a book; anything \\ould ti~. 

T he ticket.s wcre drawll in public. gcntrallr in one of the Companies halls. 
A box in the shape of a whed stood on c3ch side of a table. On(: contained 
numbers and the other prizes. . \ President with Commission<;rs So:1.L ,n the table; 

clerks below el1lt'red the names. I n the body of the hall and in g.allel ies (:reeted 
for lhe purpose sat or s tood lhe people, haggard with anxiety. \\"hat pra~ <;rs
what tea rs-what wild hopes-wha t possibilities-hung upon th t.: event \\ hen the 
Biuecoat Boy on the one side put his bare a rm into the wheel .tnd drew out a 
number. and the other Uluecotl t Boy on the opposite side put in his hand and 

drew ou t a prize, or a blank. . 
The honour of the Bluccoat Boys who managed the whed was not always. 

one finds with sorrow. above suspic ion. There is at least one case on record in 
which a boy belra}'ed his truslo T he account given ;s sOllle\\ha t confused. .\ 
ce rtai n person, cle rk to a hop facLOr, was brought before a magistrate chi.lrged with 
an a ttempt to defraud a loltery office.keeper. li e went to the office and" insured" 
a certain number six times for the next day's drawing. T he keeper of the offi ce 

grew suspicious. especially when he found the prisoner sure tha t the J1umber 
would turn up. H e inquin:::d at other offices, and found the same num1x:r jpsured 
in all. The nex t day that number turned up. H e then went to Christ's H ospital 
and found the boy who had drawn the tickets the day before. Arte r a little, 
the boy confessed everything. Ili s c\ ide nee was to the effect th.a t some one 
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unknown (not the prisoner) had come to him and asked him whether it was 
possible to take out two tickets and secrete one? The boy said it could be 
done. and promised to do it. I Ie ther~fore next clay look Out lWO, held up one 
and put the olher ill hi s pocket. Nex t day instead of drawing Ollt another he 
pretended to draw out the ticket secreted, the number of which was known to 
this other person. He got hair a guinea for this job. and repeated it several 
limes. The unknown person absconded, and had nOt been taken when this 
account was printed. The prisoner, against whom no connec tion with the o ther 
Illan was proved, was d ischarged. H e seems to have been ex tremely lucky. H e 
confessed to insuring the number seventy·nine limes ; and it is not staled what 
reason he could assign for this remarkable foresigh t. 

As to the kind of gambling called "insurance" mentioned above, this was 
a plan discovered by the con tractors by which much more excitemcm could 
be made out of the lottery. They invcmed what they ca lled insurance ti ckets. 
Thus, the numbers drawn were carefully en tered on tables and forms kept at 
the lottery ticket- offices. People were invited to take tickets on the chance of 
certain numbers turning up a prize. 

There seem '0 have been various form s of ,he .. insurance" ,icket. The 
following will pt:.rhaps explain the methoJs:-

I "POPE A"lI CAIU; \', No. 5J Coleman Street, No. 11 Piccadilly, opp(.tsit~ St. james's Strcct, London, 
a d No. 15 London L:me, Norwich, respectfully inform the public that they arc selling a \'llriety of 
n,mbers, tickets, shares, :lIld chances, all which h:we been regularly stamped nt the Bank of England. 
Titey have likewise variety of insurnncc policies from T'A'o guineas to Five shillings, which continue the 
whole drawing ; upon eX3mination tlley will be found a \'cry beneficial mode of adventuring in the 
Ia,.tery. Schemes of these polieies :Ire delivering at their offices, as aoo,'e, gr.lIis. 

A HaIjCu;,tl(l Allil)' 

If the number of the policy is drnwn (during thc whole drawing) any of the pri1.es he~ undermentioned, 
lhe bea~r 'A' ill receh'e the following premiulIls, which a.re stipu lated at Fifteen pounds per tick~t. 

If either of the , £20,000 30 whole tiekel.!;, 

" " 3 10,000 , 6 
" 

" .. 5 5,000 ' 0 " ., S ,,COO S " 
" " " I ,OCO 5 " 
" " ,0 500 3 " 
" " ' 00 '00 • " 
" " 3'0 50 ,. 

H fim drawn on either of the first 
eight dapi of dra'A'ing 

" 
And if the last drawn ticket 5 " 

Their l~j \'e shilling policies entitle the purchaser to proportional advantages. Any perSOIi purchasing 
a tick~t or POI'V. AS!) CALI.I!:\', and paying fOr the same Fifteen pounds ten shillings, if the said ticket 
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should be dr.tVo'n a blank in the fint .be days of d rawing, they engage to return one undr:ll';n Ii. ItCI f(>t 
the s,'l id blank. T he mOl'l l equiu,ble insurance yet offered The)' continue sellin!! Itrket\ and ~h:m:!; on 
their plan for lcn days liS usual. A~JJ.-· TickeI511nd shares legally insured. " 

"Lottery I»olicies, at Half a gumell, One guim:a, Jwo guillc,;a~; :11 .. 0,1' I ;\'l' shIIlHlt:" al1ll 'I \10 and 
sixllCncc, which last {or the whole time of drawing. !Ih; nov. ddlltr1nJ,( 

b~-

JOHN U,uH'H.S PF .. UC~ & Co., :It thc Offia: (liccnst.-d agrccabk· 10 .\< t of P.lTliamcntl ,,,, "I. till,: 
corne r of Pope's HC;ld Aile)" CfJrnhill; ",here, during thc first ~i~ 1"Itt-TIC", til<' follo\\,Hlt: '<;lplI.1i pTlle, 
hal'e been sold, \·iz.: 4 of £200,000, 3 of £ 100,000, 4 of .( JOOO, z of ",(':-000, r. (I{ ,( l'jOO, ;\nd ]0 of 

'£500. 

The follOWing pril.es nrc to be gained hesidt's th l; T\\'"nt} Thou~and, T en I h"u~;lnd, 1 \\-.: Thf'ltl'l:lIld. 
and c\'cry other pm:e; by the T\\'o,guinc;l policies, Onf'-guincJ. rlOh{'ie ... , :md 11:J1r-t, ... lInc.1 poll{ IC~ 

, prize~ of £1400 8 prue~ of .f.. .. If,e 

5 1000 ., I ~'J 

3 JOO '0 .. ' 00 

5 500 IJS (":' 

5 " 300 .po ,5' 

'0 ::00 

T he ;ldvenlurcr has 14':;: more chancc~. for pril.<:S of Lso .lnd upwJrJ", th:ln hy.1 wh"l.: tltLel :'It #('4, 
cxclusive of the chances {or the two Twent y Thou5.1nd~. and cII('ry other pril.t; III th..: 10lkn, 

1'J1( /'(ilit"iu nl 01/( Cuil/((t 

have the !..1m..: pruportion of 145 chances for £.:.:;: and upward:.. more than a hJli-tickel, IIhi(h CO~b ,;($. 

TIlt }1,lklu tI' Half II 6'/1111((/ 

havc tht; s:um:: 145 ("hance.~ more than :t quartt;t tic-ket. which COSt~ £" 4~ 
Jy' JJ. - As there are other pohcic~ a\ half a gu inca ad\'crti~ed, ;\ IS necessary to ohsen'e tu the 

puulic, lhat by ,6 of those I>DUdes,llricc Eight ~umeas. lhl.') ha\'e no mOTt' than IO!" priZt'S a\.Mwe £~O, 
uut by 4 of I'£ARCE & Co's policies at Two guincas, S 1k.1Ii(;ie~ :11 One guinea. or 1(, policies at half 
a guinen, 2 500 Ilri tc:5 of £50 and upwards 1113) be gained. 

By the policy :.t Five hhiUings m:l)' lx: gained, if the nUllllx:r ~houlJ 1x: the 5.11LlC a" dther (If the 

, 20,000 £,600 " 1000 .(.,.0 , 10,000 ''''' ,\0 500 ' 0 

5 5,000 ::00 ' 00 '00 5 
8 2,000 ''''' 3~0 ;0 , 

By lhe policy nt Two shill ings and sixpence may be t.:aincd half the al>Ol'c bcnelit:o. 
The public nre rt:qucsted to be p,1rt icular in their order!> for PE~kU.':. Fi\'c·shilhng chancts, as 

Lhere are others adve rtised which do not gh'e greater :'Id\":'Intages, and l:lSI only for a fourth Ilru"t of the 
drawing, 

Tickets, sh;lres, Ilnd chanees nrc noll' selling in great varict), of numbers. 
The shares of tickets, chances. nnd shares of chnnces sold at this office arc, if the In:.t drawn 

number, entitled to Two thous:md pounds instead of One. 



'~tll'~ """"'lfrcPiA'''' &~'WidiOi<jjri:~~: et¢; iilR Joave Mm ,ltaniiniUed. '~ ;, .• , .. ,. -., ·1-' '. ...•. ·.' : · , ~., ~;" ,, -, - ," '.",-~ ' .. , .' .. ,-,"' .'_ " _ " . ," , .- . . .. -
:'!.~r' ,~~ ~~ ~tlage. J 

:;:.~ -: _ ':'lIChti. '5hares, ' dlanees, .nd Poltcies . rqI~,te~, ;at . the o:Ibove office at 6d. per number, ': ani:f 
:~Utuil\ed ' gi'nlis. l.etlen post-po.id. duly Qnswered. sChemes 'nnd propOsals, which explain this plan 'it 
1a~ may be hid at the office, No. 19 Combill. 

PKAMCF. & Co. think it unnecessary to say anything in favour of illcmsdvc5 on tliis occasion; as 
the })unctualiIY "dtb which they ' have ai"t.'ays paid their policies in the laM and fornlcr lotteries (the 
receipts (Of which to the amount of several thousand pounds may he seen at the office) will, they 
p~sumc, be the best r~~omllltndation." 

The following recollectio!).s or the lottery 10 the eighteenth century arc taken 
.from the Place Collection:-

"Up to the autumn of J79' ~v~f)' licensed Lottery office.keeper took in insurance, publicly. The 
number or tick~tB drawn in ~ach day, was a proporti(>nate numbel according to the number of days the 
lottery continued to be dra,,,", and hence the ratc at which immr.mce might be effected, at uny time during 
the lottery could be: calculated with accuracy. 

. 1 remember that eightpence used to be paid at the commencement of the l .ottcry 10 insure fur a 
gJjnea, and the sum increased day by day as the I/umber 01 tlckels decrca:.ed lind chance of winnint; 
increased. Books for insurnnce and inspection were openly kept at every licensed uffi(;c, and prh·;ltcly 0.1 ant unlicensed place wbere insurances wen: effected. They wel·c large folio books ruled in squares, and 
thq I~ding numhers such as 100, 1000, etc., printed in ("o lul"On:<;, the squares of whidl were fined in a~ 

th~ numbers were drawn. Anybody could inspect the~e hooks on paying twopence, a.nd tit a sbnee d is· 
. co~r what numbers ..... crc drown nnd undrawn. Jt is utterly impossible 10 describe the rnisehids the 

. ,mktice of insuring occ1sioned or the extent to which it spread. Hundreds of thousands of peopk~ were 
toJUY ruined by it both in body and mind. The evils were complicated nnd enormous, the degradation 
a~ng the tro1d~smen and working people was terrible, their demorali~1.tion greater th;ln can ill". illl3.gined. 
Jt kas the cause of cn.'Ty vice th3.t could be practiscd, of e\'ery crime that eQu id he committed; it scp3.ratl'd 
faJt!ilies, it severed hu!\oond and wife, it carried devastation all on~r the Mdropotis, anti ruined all sorts or 

I~ple in masses. 
f"rom the best in(om13tion tbat could he coll:ltcd in : (796, after great pains had been taken to 

IIUllpress the practice. it appeared that noout 2000 agents and clerks were employed and BoO 1lI0T{X;CO 

men. These were persons who went fmm house to house to tak~ in~llranrcs for others, cbndcstinely, and 
t~t besides those there was a considerable number of Ruffians an'd Bludgeon men cmplo)'cd to protect 
ttt unlicensed places. 

. These practices were at length nearly eradicated by altcring the modc o( drawing Ihe LOtltTY ; caus
ing aU the ticket!!i to be drawn on one day, by which al i specu4ttion was al once put an end to. The 
demoralising cause being removed, the working people feceivt«\ immediate benefit, and thiK happening at a 
time when a right impulse having been given to tbe peol>le, tre money which would otherwise hnve been 
spent in Lottery Gambling WllS to a considerable extent applied to good ·purposes. And this was a great 
and remarkable change (or the better. 

'From the commenceme:nt of the Lottery, or from a few days previoul to the drawing of the Lottery, 
nntil its conclusiOr"l. the Lottery Offices used to ·be illuminated . with· -variegated lamps. and large ilictures or 
paintings of Fortune, pouring guineas out of a comucopm into the laps of" her votaries., were put in!Side. the 
shop windows. . . . 

Before the Lottery commenced the priCe .f<.tr inluring • prize onl.y wat .ixpence. Twenty gui~1 
used to be ~pread on a. ward within the shop.wirtdow,6,at the I,.ottery Offices .. with .a lar~e printed label; ' 

• . 6,11 this may be ha4 ior Ten Shilling!.' . . . . 
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"Tep glliru~38 'Were put -in another part 01 the window, 

, All tnis may, for Five Sh ill inj.\s. 

Within Guildhall, and Q\'crlooking the platform un whkh the numbers ..... eTe drawn were g.ll1cri(,s (~r people 
to see the drawing, The admission to thelll was sixpence each rersoll, and hundrL":Is, after havinl:( J;[lcnt 
all their money. would" rak(, hell with a nail" (a l:ommon clCprt!ssion :II that time) to I'funm: another six
pence to waste the day in idlcne~ in these gal leries watching the dra"'ing-. llcsidcs IhQ~k in the g;. llcrics, 

there was :\lwa)'11 a large mob in the 1mB. 
At some of the ofticcs the pcople lI:tcd (0 assemble ill Ihe l,.' l'cnmg, in hundreds, itnd contclld {or 

admission, by (luarrcllin~ and fighting. I have waih.:d for two houTs odore I "ould g"Cl in 011 one or two 
occasiuns when sent to ascertain if cerlJ.in mllllbt:rs were drawn. :;oll1e "flic~s had as m:my as ci;:.:ht ur Il·n 
clubs, nml yet the crowds at their door c:ominucd all Ih(: ~\·(;ni ng and IIntil a late hour :II ni!;ht. I n Ihe 
morning then: were also numbers of people in and :1t the doors (,f the office.~. The Lottery eOllltllenced 
drawing at {;ui\d~lall precist:ly at nine o'dod.:. And al this hour all t Ilt; c,ffices d(\kd Ihti r doors. Thuse 
who wcre ~h.ut in were permit!eu 10 insure ; Ih(j~e who could not get in befure the duck struck nine werc 
not admiued. But as the offi.-;c-keCllCr was eager to ot,ta)n all the CllSt{Jllll·rs he could he ne\'d dused his 
door until the last moment. 

People with c:arri \·r l'ibl:ons 4seo 10 wait in thc hall tn obtain the n1l1l1h('r~:ts I"I1:my as :t OOl':~'n h:J\"c 
UeCIl f1.ied - genemlly the Pigeon took a turn or two and went off home, bllt it sumelimt's happened thr.1 
onc would alight upon a house, or on some 1),1rt (,f the Hall ; when Ihis (J(:cLOrred a ~houting was sel up :md 
stones new in showers al the 1'ig .. :on In stan it. 

Men on hUTsciJack used als(1 I() wait the drawing, and then gatlop off to their conrcderate~. The 
numbers drawn allY day WdC sent by express on horscl);lck to Holy i-kad and them·c to 1 )uhlin during the 
drawing here. and 111;"( '''''·SII, when the Irish loltery was drawing. Yet to such an rxn'ss did thi~ sort of 
gaming go, that the expresses W<':re occasionally be:'tIen and, spite of ,III tile precaution that t":ouhl be taken, 
thc Lotter), otlicc-kel:pcrs were c:heatt'd. I :t11lemuer 11 Ulan \j·ho ..... as COllllectcu wilh a gang ..... hose pride 
and bllsim::ss it was to t;heal Ihe Lottery office-keeper. He was Ihe mall who had the care or Ihe ring 
of bells al St. Clemen!"s Church :mu used 10 let me up to help ring occ:asioltal!y_ This mall USt:'d fre4ucntly 
to PU I hack tllc minUIl· h:md of the dllUl:h dod sortn aflC r it had struck eight in the mornill~. Thus he 
put it b:u:k a minutt:: as soon a<; it had struck, another minute in a quarter (.f an hour, and sv on, ullti l 

• ninc o'clock; it h~d thus losl thret::, four, or fin: minutes jll~t as he thought he could \'enturc tn push hi~ 
itT1po~itioti without dctl'Ctioll. Onc of his c(lIlkde r:l.{ c~ look down fhe tirst drawil number ;ltld lias off with 
it to a certain slXlI where :1.1lothcr was planted to reC:l~in: il who, in hi~ twn, ran on to the neKt. and thus 
it WIl S {'onvered to the offices Hear the dlUrch. It was thcn put throu!;h one of thc holes tllad~ for the 
pins 'I"hich fastened the shutters, to a c:onfedcral~ within, or il was di5playcd by means of :I oc\·ise (lut~id c, 
put against a pane of the glass ill the shop-front, or at a window on 1111,' c:>ppositc side of Ihe way. It was 
then insured, first to come up, then as a bl~nk, if it happcned to be a hlank, or a prize, if il hapllCncd to he 
a prill'. Insurances being taken ill all thc);t:: thrc.c ways at a corrtsponding: r~te. ~Iuch mOIlCy was, how
ever, seldom obtained in this way, for ir a large in~ur:ltlce hal'llCncd to he: I)((ered, the clerks '/I"ou ld nOt 
take it, after the door.; were dosed, and thus the sum was limited \-ery gi.""ncrally tt, five or six guineas. 

The office-keeper could not al ..... ays guard ab~inst these fmuds beeauSt! of the competition of his 
neighbour, who found it his interest to hep his shop open as tong as ()(lssiul.:, and thus all did the s..1mc. 
The officc-ke-cper cared but linle for these frauds, si nce he knew very wdl Ihat he should h:we most or all 
'or the money back again in insurances, tne spirit of (;:lllling seldom le:!ving those who went much into il 
·while a 8hiUiD~ could be raised by any possible mt'ans lair or foul. 

An old Tradesman tells m~ tn:lt he nas been in :t lotter)" office with a large number of others, and in 
tM:. ·ev~ning. when all their money being goot. and none of tht'm being able to raise the three or four 
ihillings to insure for n guinea when the "rice had been rail'ed to that sum, he has pulled ofT his waistcoat 
and-buttoned up his coat; that other men did the ""me, that women would pull off their petticoats and 
~eQ their stockings to make II; lot ror the pawnbroker to raise money, which of course was clubbed for the .. ,. .. . 



-~'~i:~:liiik1ii';i"~ .~iIi',IIit ......... ~·w.~'.,~,*(~ 
\f~.f- .li1i~~" i ! ..• . Ctitbli'al ": 'Iii ' .~'~ <i·:f.~<~~:j&t.r~at~\~l~ ';0 ,' "'. , . ' i~t.,,~tft-~~li;~ 
!'!l1~y~~~:~, ~~~titut~~)~~~:~h~r ru~' leaVe.,·~ ~s'~i1"g. , He.=,~,'~~ighbiw.~;:~!~i 
,f_l?m:tn. about thirty-five yean of nge, for whom he had' a atrong liking, but had never 'dared to ma~e u..::l 
.'Advance, ' lOOK five" shillings of him, 10 cuc~old her husband. trying 21 the, \'ery tinlc fihe consent~ •.•. ~~. 
·saying she could not help it. . 

Insurance in the Lottery Wit! · alone suffident to demorn.lise an'd brut31ise the people, to make them 
vicious, base, and degraded more than all the other evils with which society is afflicted put together. 

1t is possible if not probable, that, the crimes Lottery caused, indirectly as well as directly, wcrc af! 

numerous as perhaps two-lhif.ds of.all the crimes committ~ n'Ow, taken pro "alrl with the population." 

Lottery stories, like gambling stories, al;>oun~, and have been told over and 
·over again. Perhaps the most pleasant story is that of the lady who obtained the 
prayers of the congregation for her enterprise- meaning her lottery number. 

The last State lottery was drawn on the 8to of October 18'26, in Coopers' 
'Hall, Ba.singhall Street. The lottery office - keepers . were unable to dispose of 
an their tickets; the time" of the lottery· had gone b~: but the Government lost 
a quarter of a million a year. by the abolition. 


