CHAPTER XI
FAIRS

Tur London Fairs were both numerous and important. The most ancient date
from a time when certain commodities could be brought to the fair, and exposed for
sale, which could not be brought there at any other time. Thus at the great fairs
of Winchester, Chester, Stourbridge, and other country fairs the merchants from
London and elsewhere brought goods which the people could not buy at any other
time, because there were no shops at which everything could be got all the year
round. Thus at Winchester, every year, the whole country-side gathered together
to welcome the merchants who flocked thither from all quarters. The booths or
stalls were ranged in streets ; the trade of the city was suspended ; the government
of the city passed into the hands of the Bishop, and for a fortnight the fair was
carried on,

The fairs of London did not generally last so long, nor were they important,
for the simple reason that they were not so much wanted. Thus the Fair of
St. Bartholomew. This fair was proclaimed, that is, opened, on the LEve of St
Bartholomew, and it continued for two days after. The fair itself was to be held
within the precincts of the Priory, to which the tolls had been given, and it was a
cloth fair.

The whole reason for holding the fair at all was the sale of cloth. When the
fair was first instituted the manufacture of cloth, except of a very coarse and
common kind, was not carried on in this country, The people wore a cloth of warm
make, but it was not the fine cloth manufactured by the ** drapiers" of Bruges, Ghent,
‘and Ypres, That was brought over in the fine summer weather in time for the
fairs of England—for St. Bartholomew’s in August; St. Giles's, Winchester, in
Septembcr for Stourbridge also in September. The fair was then a perfectly
‘g?'lous commercial institution ; the cloth merchants exhibited their wares within the
!pggicmas of the Priory ; at mgbt the gates were closed ; the Prior received the tolls.
st outside the Priory, in the open space of West Smithfield, where the horse races
ete held and criminals were hanged, among the ponds and elms of that open area,

ver fair grew up; a fair at first tolerated and then compelled to pay tolls to the
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“Cit "fﬁms wheré whole streets of booths exhibited things of every kind for sale;.a
fair at which amusements, shows, feats of skill and cunning, dancing, singing,
mumming, music, feasting, gambling, and clrmkmg went on all day and all night
during the three days of the fair. When the English cloth began to be as good as
the Flemish that reason for its existence was gone, because good cloth could be
purchased all the year round. It then became a place, so far as the trading part was
concerned, at which lace, gold and silver things, jewellery, and fineries of every kind
were exposed for sale. People of fashion, however, came less often to the fair, and
the better sort of trade disappeared. Thus the booths contained toys, walking
sticks, buckles and buttons, hosiery, second-hand clothes, gingerbread, and things to
eat and drink. These are the stages of a fair :—First, its staple; next, its general
trade ; thirdly, its appeal to children and the lower class.  All this time its shows and
amusements are growing more and more the. principal object of the fair,

Many names are associated with Bartholomew Fair. It was on the opening
day of the fair, on the eve of St. Bartholomew, that the merchants and the
mummers witnessed a sight at the hearing of which the ears tingle and the cheek
grows hot, even after all these years; for on that August day was William
‘Wallace dragged on his back by the tails of horses to the elms at Smithfield.
There, amidst the acclamations of the multitude, to whom the renowned Scottish
knight was a monster, he was taken from the horses and hanged upon the gallows,
to be cut down while still living and disembowelled before the whole people.  Was
there any who had pity on him? Not one, I think. The people had been told
terrible things of his cruelties. They looked on, and they applauded. And as soon
as the show was over, they turned to their other shows, and to the guitar and the
‘singing-woman.

Morley, in his history of Bartholomew Fair, says that the business of the fair
did not begin till the Mayor had read the proclamation. My own recollection of a
similar custom in another town is, that when the Mayor had placed a white glove on
a pole before the Guildhall, the fair technically began; but it really began on the
morning of the first day, and that this was the case with the Smithfield Fair 1 feel
sure.

By time-honoured custom wrestling for prizes was held on St. Bartholomew's
Day ; on the day following there was shooting.

Ben Jonson's name is for ever connected with the fair. In his immortal play
we can learn the kind of trade, the amusements, the trading folk, the visitors, the
show folk, the magistrates of the Pie Powder Court, and all the humours of the fair,
There were hobby-horses, gingerbread, ballads, mouse-traps, purses, pouches, pin;.
cases, pipes, singing birds, toys, dogs, velvet caps, tobacco, trinkets, and so on;
And all the shows and the feastings off roast pig, and the villainies and the cut-
purses and the fools—are they not written in Ben Jonson's play ?
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It seems surprising that Cromwell did not suppress the fair; the theatre,
indeed, was suppressed, but not the fair, nor the other shows. It was impossible, in
fact, to suppress the merriment and joyousness of youth. The prohibitior of the
theatre was evaded in many ways. One Robert Cox, for instance, wrote “drolls”
which were acted under the name of rope-dancing; yet actors were liable to be
publicly whipped and their audience to be fined five shillings apiece. The general
feeling of the country was in their favour; Lady Holland was not the only person of
condition who secretly harboured actors. _

There were wonders and wild beasts exhibited at the fair: a camel in 1630;
a girl without any bones in 1667,-—this was at the sign of the Shoe and Slap; the
dancing mare ; the child born back to back with a live bear; the quack and the
mountebank ; the giant and the dwarf; the double girl ; the man with one head and
two bodies; the man whose body was only 21 inches high, but his arms of the
ordinary length; the grimacing Spaniard ; the fairy, a hundred and fifty ycars of
age; the hermaphrodite; the German woman withéut hands or feet; the trans-
parent child ; the child with three Jegs.

It was not to be expected that the facetious Ned Ward would neglect the
opportunity presented by the fair for his lively pen. He describes the place in
1699. There are the actors in their tinsel and finery strutting about on the platform
outside the theatres; the merry-andrew with his unclean jests; the rabble looking
on ; the rope-dancers in their booth, where the women stood on their heads and the
girls on the rope doffed their petticoats ; the booth where they played a droll called
the “ Devil of a Wife,” but so clumsily that the writer amused himself by guessing
their daily trades. 1 fancied, while they were playing, that [ heard some of 'em
crying Flay Brooms, some Kwuives lo Grind, and others Chimney Sweep; while
their ladies were making up concert with Buy my Cucumbers to Pickle, and Here's
your rare Holland Socks, four pair for a Shilling.” They think of getting some
roast pig, but the dirt and stench of the cook-shops drive them out ; they repair to
a theatre and see Doggett in a play about Friar Balm and the Devil; they visit a
waxwork show and a music booth; they notice the merry-go-rounds, called by
them whirligigs ; they see puppet shows ; they go into raffling shops ; and they find
out a gambling den.

The following is a picture, in tolerably bad verse, of Bartholomew's Fair in
1762, 1t was written by George Alexander Stevens :—

“Iere was, first of all, crowds against other crowds driving,
Like wind and tide meeting, each contrary striving ;
Shrill fiddling, sharp fighting, and shouting and shrieking
Fifes, trumpets, drums, bagpipes, and barrow-girls squeaking,
¢ Come, my rare round and sound, here's choice of _fmc ware,’
Though all was not sound sold at Bartholomew Fair,

There was drulls, hornpipe-dancing, and showing of postures,
With frying black-puddings, and opening of oysters ;
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~_ In the Rowlandson-Pugin series of plctures is one of Bartholomew Fair, pub-
 lished by Ackerman in 1808. The time is evening ; the moon is struggling through
’tlg,,clouds the tower of St. Bardmdlﬂmm—the-(}rcat is visible on the right beyond
9 pspital, of which a small part only is shown ; the fair is lit up by a blaze of
fmm the shows. Of these the most important is Richardson's Theatre.
or four of the actors are strutting about on the platform and the people are
ing up the steps. The theatre is decorated outside with green and pink
gs and yellow columns striped with red. Behind it is another show of a - °
er kind, probably exhibiting contortionists and tight-rope dancers, one of whom
anding on his head to give the people a taste of the wonders within. Then
ows another theatre of humbler pretensions; the whole company apparently
ﬂ'c exhtbltmg themselves outside. Lastly, there is a wild beast show with the usual
stures outside. The front of the picture is an animated scene filled with hundreds
ﬁgm*es There is the merry-go-round propelled by men, not by steam, and
furnished with sedan-chairs for the ladies as well as hobby-horses for the men; there
sthe woman with the roulette table ; there is the woman frying sausages ; there is
" e apple-woman with her barrow ; there is the woman with her pack-ass laden with -
it; the ballad singer; the milk woman; the oyster woman. Here are the
; mgs. here there is a fight; here there is the fellow with his arms round the girl ; =
sere the fiddler with his dancers; here—one knows not why—march two soldiers |
_ﬁmg fife and drum followed by'an officer with a drawn sword. The picture is e
dr' of life, movement, and noie. . The artist has omitted the drink, of which there B
was plenty, and he has omitted the lines of booths and stalls. \
 Afier the Restoration the fair was extended from three to fourteen days.'
v 1703 it was again reduced to ‘three days. In 1769 the Mayor endeavoured to
i, :"me order by appointing 72 spm:zal constables ; he also proh.rblted the perform
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- %ts of the various shows prove that a very large sum of mn,ey--
§—was spent in sixpenny and threepenny admission fees for the shows alone,
“ " of which there are enumerated sixteen.
z The theatrical history of the fair is curious, but I cannot find space for it here.
B The Drury Lane Company always sent a detachment to perform at the fair,
3 ..Penkethman. the popular comedian, played at the fair, where he had his own booth.
Doggett, when manager of Drury Lane, had his booth at the fair, Elkanah Settle
wrote for the fair, Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, Yates, and Shuter were among the
actors at the fair, Gay's Heggar's Opera was played at the fair, Henry Fielding
is said by Morley to have been the proprietor or joint manager of a theatrical booth
for nine years. It is strange that this generally careful historian did not remember
there might be more than one Fielding living at any time. He confuses Henry
Fielding the novelist, dramatist, and magistrate with one Timothy Fielding, an
actor.
The fair lasted in full swing through the eighteenth century @ it became, how-
ever, an intolerable nuisance : in 1798 it was proposed to abolish it.  For thirty
years longer it continued, Then the Corporation took strong measures. They
doubled the rent of the ground. Then the shows disappeared. The fair dragged
on with a few merry-go-rounds and two or three ginger-bread stalls,  In 1833 it was
proclaimed for the last time.
The other fairs of London of less importance may be passed over with a few
words for each.
The fair of Westminster was founded, in the year 1248, by Henry I11., with
the suicidal intention of damaging the City of London and setting up a rival to her
%= trade,
The citizens redeemed their liberty of trade for £2000. The fair, however,
continued : first in St. Margaret's Churchyard, and afterwards in Tothill Fields,
St. Katherine's Hospital had also the right of holding a fair every year.  This
is commonly called the Tower Hill Fair; but it was held outside the walls,* opposite !
to the Abbey of Graces," or Eastminster, |
In the year 1462 Edward IV. granted a charter for the holding of a fair @ =
in Southwark on the j7th, 8th, and 9th days of September. This fair, next in
~importance to Bartholomew Fair, was called the Lady Fair. Hogarth's picture
- seems to tell us all that need be told about the fair. To be sure he presents the
'more cheerful side of a fair: that the stage gives way and the unfortunate a,ctora-

pleee they are to act; a couple of country lads gaze stupidly into her face ; hera
man with a peep-show ; here is a waxwork show; here another theatre ; here i is
master of fence; here is the flying man. But thls is by dayllgbl ﬁit :
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there was another scene, which even' Hogarth did not venture to paint. It was
abolished in 1762 by an order of the Court of Common Council. :

A fair, the memory of which has almost perished, was held on the site which
afterwards became St. James's Market. That too is now gone. The centre of the
fair, however, was that ground now occupied by St. Philip's Church, Waterloo Place.

The fair was granted to the Leper Hospital of St. James, which preceded
St. James's Palace, in the year 1290, to be kept on St. James's Day, the 25th of July—
at first for six days, but afterwards for fifteen days. All the London fairs became the
haunt of every form of vice and villainy; but, for some reason unknown, that of
St. James’s surpassed the rest. It was suppressed by Parliament in 1651 ; it
was restored in 1660. In 1661 it is recorded that the fair was held for the usual time,
but that ** many lewd and infamous persons " were taken and committed to the House
of Correction. In 1664 it was suppressed, but revived again, and again suppressed.

May Fair was held every year in the month of May. 1 do not find any mention
of a charter or foundation of the fair. It seems to have originated in the sport of
May Day in the fields called Brookfields, through which ran the Tyburn stream.
‘The Fair lasted sixteen days : the first three days were days of serious trade, namely,
in cattle and leather; the rest of the time was devoted to amusements, with the
iines of booths, the theatres, and the shows, which in disgust were transferred to
Smithfield. There were continual complaints of disorderly behaviour at the fair.
It was abolished in the year 1708 in consequence of a Grand Jury presentment :—

“ That, being sensible of their duty, to make presentment of such matters and
jthings that were public enormities and inconveniences, and being encouraged by the
example of the worthy magistracy of the City of London in‘their late proceedings
against Bartholomew Fair, did present, as a public nuisance and inconvenience, the
yearly riotous and tumultuous assembly in a place called Brookfield, in the parish of
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, called May Fair. In which place many loose, idle, and
disorderly persons did rendezvous, draw, and allure young persons, servants, and
others to meet there to game and commit lewdness,” elc.

It was revived a few years later, and continued till the year 1760, when it was
finally abolished.

There remain the fairs of the suburbs within our limits. There were fairs at
Stepney, Greenwich, Charlton, Camberwell, and Peckham. The fair of Stepney
was of late date: it was granted by Charles 1. in 1664. Greenwich Fair was of
ancient origin. It was celebrated on Whit Monday ; and as that day is the greatest
holiday of the year to Londoners, Greenwich Fair was always a place of resort. It
possessed the double attraction of a fair with the usual accompaniments, and a park
with a hill down which the young people used to run hand in hand screaming. The
dancing-booths of Greenwich were more famous than the theatres. I remember
visiting Greenwich Fair as a boy, but I do not remember at the fair Richardson’s
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Theatre, of which 1 Have a distinct remembrance at Portsdown and Portsmouth
Fairs. The noise and disorders of the place caused its suppression,

Horn Fair, Charlton, has also been suppressed, | suppose, from a similar cause.
It was held on the 18th of October, St. Luke’s Day. Everybody who went there
carried a horn, not knowing in the least why. The reason was that in pictures
representing St. Luke a horned ox's head was always placed at the corner.
Camberwell Fair was held from the gth to the 3oth of August; and Peckham
followed, I think, with a fair of a week.

It will now be seen that the London citizen, from the thirteenth to the nineteeth
century, had many opportunitics of spending his time and his money in the riot and
debauchery of the fair.  Thus, on the first fortnight in May, he would begin the
season with May Fair. On Whit Monday, there was Greenwich. At the end of
July there was St. James's for three weeks.  Early in August, Camberwell Green
invited his assistance; on the 23rd there began the three delirious days of
Bartholomew ; then came distant Peckham ; the Lady IFair was held on the 7th,
8th and the gth of September; Tothill Fair lu:g;m.' on the 13th of October and
lasted three wecks; and Horn Fair joyously closed the scason. 1 have not
counted Stepney, because it was never a great fair; nor Croydon nor Barnet, which
are outside our limits.  Nor have I included “ Gooscberry Fair "—the row of booths
and shows and theatres which were allowed to stand along Tottenham Court Road
before it was built upon. There were no fewer than eighty-two days between the
beginning of May and the end of October which might be spent at fairs,
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CHAPTER 1
TIE MOB

In the eighteenth century the power and the unruly condition of the London mob,
which had been steadily increasing with the population and extent of the City, became
absolutely intolerable.  Yet an efficient police was not established till well on in the
next century. I will here consider some of the stories of violence and turbulence
connected with the rule of the mob, whenever, which was not seldom, the mob for a
while got its own way.

As regards the alleged villainies of *“ Mohocks and Hawkabites,” they did not
belong to the mob, but to the better (!) class. Besides, these acts were altogether
due to imagination and to terror : no one, in spite of large rewards offered, was ever
produced who could show a nose flattened or slit, or the bare place where the ears
once had been. Yet what was the condition of the town when such things were
readily believed? The disorders, however, which really occurred were sufficiently
serious, one would think, to keep the friends of order in constant alarm. For
instance, upon the accession of George I., the mob, for some reason or other,
presumably because the king could make no pretence at all to be an Englishman or
to speak English—yet how did they know that ?>—and perhaps because all foreigners
.alike in the eyes of the Londoner were despicable creatures, chose to take every
.opportunity—as the birthdays, accession days, coronation days, and so forth, while
their betters were going off to hear services and to attend banquets—to insult, deride,
and revile His Majesty. When this had been going on for some time, and showed
no prospect of abatement, some of the citizens, friends of the Government, formed
‘themselves into a very remarkable association; for they repaired every night to
t:eftam “ mug-houses,” where nothing but ale was called for, and there they drank,
f;sang, and listened to the tuneful notes of a harp, prepared at a moment's notice to go
out aﬂd meet the mob. When the mob, in fact, became disorderly in the streets,
hese vahant sons of harmony sallied forth to hght them. For the better success of
: i sally, every mug-house was provided with good stout cudgels, and plenty of them.

@’lﬁ;&h& help of these cudgels, they generally sueceeded in dispersing the crowd.
475




- rels as well.  Na Londoner!
es to put up' tameiy thh a broken head- and bruises in other parts, not to speak *off :
defeat,  The army of disorder, therefore, although routed, resolved on re\'eng_é{
they came out one fine evening in July, many thousands strong, armed with their.
cudgels, and they attacked one of the mug-houses—that in Salisbury Court, Fleet.
Street. The landlord, defending his premises, killed one of them., However, they
got into the house, and wrecked it completely before assistance came. In the fight
which ensued, many of the rioters were taken prisoners before the rest fled.  Five of
the prisoners were tried, condemned, and exceuted. To make the execution more
effective, it was carried out in Fleet Street itself, apposite the house which they had
attacked. The historian goes on to say that this hanging stopped the tumults in the
streets. For my own part, considering how little the Tyburn hangings were able to
effect towards the repression of crime, I like to think that the cudgels of the gentle
mug-house associates played a greater part than Mr, Ketch’s rope in discouraging
the rabble from seditious displays in the open street.

Even when the constables had got their prisoner, they were not always able to

Leep him. Thus, take the remarkable case of James Buchanan. He was a sailor,
one of the crew of the Royal Guardian, East Indiaman.  While that vessel lay in the
Canton River, in the East Indies, James Buchanan had the misfortunc to murder—
one knows not how or why—the fourth mate, Mr. Smith.  Instead of trying him and
hanging him on the spot, they laid him in irons and brought him home, and so, after
a long voyage, he was brought before a magistrate, who committed him for trial and
clapped him into Newgate. In duc time he was tried, and, being found guilty, was
condemned to be hanged at Execution Dock, Wapping, and his body to remain
while three tides flowed over it, after which, being properly painted over with pitch,
it was to adorn the Isle of Dogs. On the 20th day of December, therefore, he was
conducted in the cart from Newgate to the place of execution, and having arrived
there, he duly ascended the ladder and was turned off. But he had not been
hanging more than five minutes—five and twenty was generally allowed for a
sufficient hanging—when a gang of sailors “rushed” the gallows, cut down the,
convict, and carried him oft down the river. James Buchanan escaped, it was said,
and found a shelter in France. 1 doubt very much whether the hospitality of
France was extended to James the half hanged. Rather I should have looked for
him in the slums of Gosport or Bristol.

Another riot of sailors proves not only that the City was v:llalnously policed, but-
that the spirit of the citizens, after the mug- -house associations, fell shamefully into
decay. TFormerly, the cry of *“'Prentices” would, in a few moments, bring a crowﬂ
of young fellows upon the scene, armed with clubs. We have seen how the citizen f_:
in the mug-house riots assembled and dispersed the mob. In the case before us
which occurred later in the century, neither the citizens themselves, nor the constables
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ﬁ@i‘}thé 'prentices, interfered. Perhaps, however, this was because the riot happened
outside the City.

- The riot took place in the Strand, within easy reach of whatever force either the
City or Westminster had at its disposal.  Two sailors, thinking themselves ill-used at
a certain disorderly house in the Strand, called the Crown, near the ** new church,”
ze. St. Mary le Strand, went off vowing revenge.  They presently returned with a
party of their fellows, all armed, who proceeded to wreck the house : they smashed
the furniture, cut the feather-beds to pieces, tore up all the wearing apparel, turned
the women who belonged to the house stark naked into the streets, and broke all the
windows.  All this work takes time,  Destruction, if it is sailor-like and thorough,
requires some order and method.  One would think that the alarm might have been
given. It was, but too late.  After an interval, which allowed the sailors to make a
praiseworthy and thorough job of it, a company of Guards arrived at last upon the
spot. They were sent from the Tilt Yard, Whitehall, but when they arrived the
mischiel was done.  The Strand, to be sure, is outside the City s yet surely there
were constables at Westminster.  The next nicht the rioters came again and
destroyed another house in the Strand : the third night they attacked a house in the
Old Bailey. We thus find three houses on three successive nights attacked by the
same band of rioters and no attempt made to stop them.  On the fourth night, it is
true, troops were sent to patrol the streets.  But where were the constables on the
three nights before?  And why were not the young citizens of Westminster to the
front like the mug-house associations ?

The necessary sequel to this riot—a hanging—was marked by one of those
admirable instances of courage and self-possession on the part of a city dignitary, of
which the annals of London preserve so many.  Among a batch of fifteen prisoners
ordered for exccution shortly after the riot, was a young man named Dosavern
Penlez, one of those apprechended in the Strand. A great number of sailors
assembled tumultuously at the gallows waiting for the carts containing the criminals
and resolved upon rescuing Penlez.  In order to defeat this object a company of Foot
Guards were placed at Holborn Bars as e¢scort.  But on arriving at the Bars, Mr.
Janssen, who was on horseback, dismissed the soldiers, stating that he had provided a
sufficient body of constables, and conducted the malefactors to the place of execution,
surrounded, as it was, by the sailors. The courage and determination of the sheriff
and the presence of his constables—it is not stated how they were armed—damped
the ardour of these rebels ; they received from the sheriff a promise that their friend’s
body should not be handed over to the surgeons, and they drew off making no
fg’_i‘tber opposition to the execution.  One applauds the sheriff, but feels sorry for the
‘gi%appointlnent of Bosavern Penlez.

A story which belongs to a few years later shows plainly enough that, though
im&brgeuc action might restore for a time, there was no efficient means of maintaining
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oraer permanently. “Thus the suppression of the mug-house riots was followed for a
time by quiet in the streets; gradually, however, the rogues and thieves, looking
abroad, and seeing no one about to keep order, came out and began to make their
presence and their mode of life felt by the bourgeois. Not only in the City, but also
at Westminster, street robberies began to abound. But nothing was done until a
certain person—zunominatus—doomed to obscurity—confessed, while lying under
sentence of death, that he had been one of a gang who intended to rob the Queen on
her way after supper from the City to St. James’s, They would set upon her in St.
Paul's Churchyard, where there was room for operating, and where there were lanes
in all directions convenient for flight. Unfortunately they were so busy in robbing

Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Alderman, while he was returning from the House of
Commons in his coach, that they were too late for Her Majesty,  One regrets the
failure of this scheme which, had it been carried out, would have been a picturesque
adventure and one worthy of the attention of Harrison Ainsworth. Very strong
representations were made by Lord Townshend to the Mayor upon the condition of
the City, with the result that many poor rogucs, probably no worse than their
neighbours, were carried out to be hanged, and that the streets were again cleared of
them for a short time.

The riots which belonged to elections may be passed over here; the word
election in the last century meant one continual riot from the beginning to the end.
Of street fights, of fighting among men of the same trade, of street quarrels, it is only
necessary to say that every day and all day long there were fights.  The journcyman
of every trade, the fellowship porter, the stevedore, the carter, the waggoner, the
driver, the sailor, the waterman, went out every morning with the knowledge or the
confident expectation that he would be probably involved in a fight with some one
before he got home again. Nor was the fighting confined to the lower classes :
gentlemen carried into the streets a stout walking-stick, which was found far more
useful than a sword; the younger men of all classes were ready with their fists.
It was sometimes necessary to correct, in a summary fashion, the bully who shoved
the man he met into the road, and took the wall of everybody; it was better to
treat the pickpocket and the footpad with a heavy cudgelling and perhaps a ducking
under the pump than to send him to prisun. In every crowded thoroughfare there
were all day long the hasty quarrel, the oaths and blasphemies of disputants, the
fight in the ring promptly formed, either with fists or with cudgels, the blocking
of the street till the ordeal by battle had been decided. _

The rioters were not always of the lower class. Drury Lane once experienced
a very disagreeable reminder that the player folk are always, and in an especial
manner, regarded as the servants of the public, who will brook no breaking of con-"
tracts and promises. On this occasion two of the principal dancers announced for -
the performance did not appear. Thereupon the boxes and the pit—not the gallery. -
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apparently—rose in wrath. They pulled up the seats and the flooring ; they tore
down the hangings ; they broke down the partitions ; they smashed the glasses and
the sconces ; they destroyed the instruments in the orchestra; they cut the curtains
to pieces; and they broke into the Green Room and wrecked that.

Some of the outbursts were trade riots, in which we recognise the survival of
the old corporate spirit among cafltsmen, and the first faint glimmerings of the
modern trade unionism.  Thus in the year 1739 the silk weavers of Spitalfields
assembled before the house of a certain master-weaver suspected of entering into
a combination with other masters to make the men wind their silk without extra pay.
They marked their sensc of this intention by wrecking the house.  The riot was so
threatening that the Mayor called out the Guards from the Tower.  Why could not -
the constables with the help of the young men suppress that riot 2 But the Guards
came, the Riot Act was read, the crowd did not disperse; therefore the soldiers
charged them, and arrested a great many, who were brought before the magistrates.
It is not stated that any were killed in this affair, bue the soldiers suffered from the
tiles and bricks that were hurled upon them from the roofs of the houses.  We hear
of the weavers again, in the year 1764, when many thousands of them were
assembled in Moorfields and very peaccably marched to Westminster,

Having presented their petition the weavers went home and sat down to await
its effect.  As nothing scemed to come of it, they tried to get at the King. A number
of journeymen weavers, accompanied by their wives and children, marched with
a black flag to St. James's. They found that the King had gone o Richmond.
Many of them, thercfore, went on to Richmond, when one of the lords-in-waiting
told them that 1Tis Majesty would do all in his power for them.

Again the weavers gave trouble. Tt was two years later.  They were divided
into engine weavers and narrow weavers.  The latter found their earnings rapidly
becoming less in consequence of the quantity which the engine weavers could put
upon the market- some six times as much as the others. The riot, in fact, was
exactly like those that occurred in the North of England later on when stcam was
introduced into the factory. The narrow weavers anticipated the action of their
grandchildren by attempting to destroy all the engines.  They assembled on Saffron
Hill with blunderbusscs, swords, and pistols.  Happily, however, the Lord Mayor
proved equal to the emergency and the rioters were dispersed.

The pageants or processions with which the mob were accustomed to proclaim
their sentiments belong especially to the eighteenth century.  \When Lord Bute
was in power they carried a jack-boot through the streets and burned it on a
.-honﬂre. When the mob were more than usually Protestant they carried the Pope
‘through the streets with a Devil, a Jesuit or two, and a few priests, and threw them
all upon a bonfire.

On the 12th of February 1769 a cavalcade of merchants and tradesmen of the



f'ifn'termpted by a desperate moh on passmg thmugh the C:ty, who msulted pel
and ‘maltreated. the principal conductors ; so that several coaches were obl:gec'l t
withdraw, somé to turn back, others to proceed by by-ways, and those who
arrived at St. James's were so-bedaubed with dirt, and shattered, that both masters.
and drivers had been in the utmost terror for their lives. -

The rioters carried their outrages within the Palace gates. Lord Talbot on.

this occasion behaved with unparalleled intrepidity, and though he had his staff
of office broken in his hand, he secured two of the most active among the rioters
when deserted by his own servants. His example animated the military, who,
without employing either guns or bayonets to destroy the deluded populace, secured
fifteen ﬁthem, to be dealt with according' to law. Mr. Boehm, to whom the address
was cMfusted, was so severely handled that he was obliged to quit his coach and
take shelter in Nando's Coffee-house.  His coach was rifled, but the address escaped ;
it was, however, with some difficulty recovered by the addressers, which occasioned
a disagreeable delay at St. James's, where those who had arrived in safety remained
in the greatest anxiety.
‘ In April 1771 the mob marched through the strects with two carts and a hearse.
In the first cart were four fellows got up to represent certain unpopular characters,
When they got to Tower Hill, they pretended to cut off the head of one and put the
Ifody in the hcarse. The second cart contained stuffed figures, which, after they had
been beheaded, were thrown upon a bonfire. The whole ceremony was conducted
with bawling and shouting and rough music and a good deal of fighting.

The same procession was repeated a few days later. In this case, however,
there was a gallows and a hangman, and three figures cut in pastcboard hanging.
Men in the crowd bawled their last dying speech and confession, and one man being
observed in the act of taking down their names, which were written on the back of -
the figures, was seized as a spy and ducked in the Tower ditch till he was nearly dead.

In 1768 a halfpenny loafl adorned with mourning crape was nailed up at the
Royal Exchange as a reflection on the high price of bread and other provisions. ,

On the 12th of February 1779 the news reached London that Admiral Keppel
had been acquitted by court-martial of the charges brought against him by Sir
‘Hugh Palliser. The cause of Admiral Keppel had been warmly espoused by the
London mob, in consequence of which there were great demonstrations. All the
windows in the principal streets of London and Westminster were illuminated ; the
bells of several churches were rung; guns were fired; the mob broke open Sir Hugh
Palliser's house, smashed all the windows and destroyed the furniture ; they did the
same thing for Lord George Germaine's house; they broke the windows at. the
Admiralty, where they made a bonfire of the sedan chairs standing in the street,
they attacked the houses of Lord North and Captain Hood. - They also’ carried
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";ﬁ‘eﬁg)‘ of Sil’ Hugh Pa}]iser, suspended b}' the neck, which they afterwards

. The hat dyers of Southwark having begun a strike, found that one of their
fraternity was breaking the rules by taking too little pay for working over hours.
They accordingly rode him on a donkey through the Borough, where hatters were
-gmployed, and also through some streets in the City, with a troop of boys playing
“rough music' with shovels, They carried a placard on a pole before the culprit
denoting his offence, and on the way they made all journcymen hatters swear
to obey the strike.

Here are further notes on the turbulence and riot of the mob during this
century., Thus, in 1760 (not to follow any chronological order), it became for a time
the favourite amusement of the mob to collect on Ludgate Hill and there to pretend
to be fighting with cach other.  This gave them an opportunity of assaulting™®l the
passengers, not with the view of robbery, but simply from their love of banging and
beating.

The following is a specimen of mob justice. Let us acknowledge that the mob
could be just in a rough sort of way. Two women whose character was, if one may so
put it, beyond any reasonable doubt,and below any chance of suspicion, met a gentleman
staggering about the streets very drunk indeed ; they therefore bore down upon him,
greeted him in a friendly way, even lovingly, took him by the arm tenderly, one on
either side, and so began to lead him away to their own lodging, where the poor dear
gentleman would be able to sleep off the effects of his wine.  Sometimes, as 1 have
said, the London mob could assume the character of virtue.  They did so on this
occasion : they rose in their majesty ; they asked each other if this good gentleman
should be vpenly taken to a house where he would most certainly be robbed : they
therefore forcibly rescued the gentleman and carried off the women to the Chequers
Inn hard by. In the yard of that inn there was a horsepond ; in this they ducked the
women. Now it must be disagreeable to be ducked even in a fresh and running
‘stream, but to be ducked in the horsepond of an inn-yard must be more than dis-
_agr!eeable. However, while the ladies were enjoying themselves in the horsepond,
‘a journeyman cutler, unfortunately for himself passed by. Ilc virtuously joined in
‘the demonstration, and began to lend active assistance to those who were conducting
the punishment. Now, whether from some tender handling-of the patients by the
Mw-comer. or from some other cause, the mob, quite without grounds, assumed that
@c,x:utler was their bully or protector and was trying to let them go. So they
‘Bac ed him as wel! as the two culpnts Then came .1lomr still more unfortunatel;,
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surrounded the King's Bench Pnson ; they tore up the wooden palings round
,_ ‘and made a bonfire; and they made the people of the Borough, under threats
~ wrecking their houses, illuminate the windows. This was on the 27th of Apnl
On the roth of May there was another and a far worse riot :i—

Wit “A great body of people assembled about the King's Bench Prison, in expectation that Mr, Wilkes
" was to go from thence to the Parliament House (it being the first day of opening the new Parliament), and 1Y7‘
e designing to convey him thither. They demanded him at the prison, and grew very tumultuous ; where- 5
" upon the Riot Act was begun to be read, but the populace threw stones and brick-bats while it was
I reading, when William Allen, son of Mr. Allen, master of the Horseshoe Inn, in Blackman Street, f‘f
- Southwark, being singled out, was pursued by the soldiers, and shot dead on the spot. Soon after this,
_the crowd increasing, an additional number of the Guards was sent for, who marched thither, and also a
“party of Horse Grenadiers; when, the riot centinuing, the mob was fired upon by the soldiers, and five
~were killed on the spot and about fifteen wounded. Two women were among the wounded, one of whom
afterwards died in St. Thomas's Hospital. The next day an inquisition was taken by the coroner for {j;
Surrey on the body of the above William Allen, when a verdict was given by the jury that Donald = |
Maclane was guilty of wilful murder, and Donald Maclaury, and Alexander Murray, the rommandmg }"'
officer, were aiding and abetting therein, This inquest was held at the house of Mr. Allen; and it
appeared on the examination that the deceased was only a spectator, and on seeing some persons run,
he ran also, but was unhappily mistaken, and followed by the soldiers five hundred yards, into a cow-
house, where he was shot.  Donald Maclane was committed to prison for the murder, but his associates
were admitted to bail. Two inquisitions were afterwards taken in the borough on persons killed by the
| soldiers in quelling the above riot: one on the body of Mary Jeffs, who having a basket of oranges to "-. -
' AR sell, was shot dead in removing them ; the other on William Bridgeman, who was shot on the top of a _.1\
‘1 hay cart as he was looking at the fray at a distance; on both these inquisitions the jury brought in
\ ‘their verdict, chance medley. It appeared by the evidence that on the justices ta.kmg down. a papcr LR
|T“-' ;- ; “ that had been fixed against a wall of the prison, the mob grew riotous, and cried out * Give us the puper b2
' which the justices not regarding, stones began to be thrown, and the cry “Give us the paper’ gmw
¢ ‘-loud.er the drums beat to arms ; the proclamation was read ; the justices were pelted who read it; great
ot 3 were taken to persuade the people to disperse; the Horse Guards were sent for, and it was not
, Jtill the last extremity that the soldiers received orders to fire. Maclane was afterwards tried at the Su
) mm held at Guildford, and acquitted.
k5 'l‘he next day the mob assembled before the house of Edward Russel Esq ., distiller, in the hoy
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|  sailors also joined in refusmg to. aaﬂ thhout an hlcmase of wages. Th_ ;
the slups which were p-epanng to sml'; they unqgged ﬁwevenufs and '




_ ey prasenteda peutton to the ng These men were dlsmlSSed with
ise of inquiry, which was afterwards duly held, and the men's wages were
sed.

- The coal-heavers were less fortunate : they obtained the signature of the masters
the wharves consenting to a rise of wages. They then laid the document before

: e Lord Mayor, who refused to receive it.

1;

~_ "A terrible fray happened on the 23th between the coal-heavers and sailors belonging to the
a .go]lierﬁ in the river, in which many were killed. The sailors, having been long detained in the river by
- the coal-heavers refusing to work, had begun to deliver their ships themselves ; upon which a body of
"'-_eoal-h:avers fell upon some of the sailors by surprise, and killed several of them. The sailors took the
“alarm, the quarrel became general, and the consequences were the loss of many lives.

3 On the 7th of June afother fray happened in Stepney Fields between the same parties, when
mernl of the sailors were killed. The coal-heavers marched off in triumph, with colours flying, drums
"bullng. etc, offering five guineas for a sailor’s head. The ships below Bridge were obliged to keep
~constant watch day and night ; and to so great a height was this insgrrectiun got, that the inhabitants of
- Wapping were perpetually under the most dreadful apprehensions. A party of Guards constantly attended
~for some days, during which several disturbances arose, and many coal-heavers were taken up by the
“soldiery and carried before Sir John Fielding, who, on examination, committed them to Newgate. Two
_of them were afterwards tried at the Old Bailey for the murder of one Battie, a seaman, and being
‘convicted, were executed at Tyburn. Seven others were also executed in the Sun-tavern-fields (near
~ where the riot was committed) for shooting at Mr. Green, the master of the Round-about-tavern in
‘Shadwell.  These examples produced the wished-for effect ; the tumults immediately ceased, and peace

It was, indeed, a period when the ancient mode of preserving order proved
'\totally inefficient. The development in London of a vast mob, brutal, uneducated,
‘yet sufficiently intelligent to understand the strength of common action, rendered the
ormer mode of preserving order antiquated and inadequate. The alderman in his
~ ward had been able to summon all good men and true to his assistance : what was
’;the good of that power when the gOQd men and true had abandoned the practice of
ﬁrrymg arms and the habit of using them, when the 'prentices no longer carried
lubs, and when the disorderly persons were a company numbered by thousands,
on the destruction and the plundering of houses and property ?
3  However, before the Wilkes's Riots, as far back as the year 1744, the insolence
~daring of the London criminal class attained to so great a height, while their
mbers so largely increased, that it became imperative to attempt somethmg for the
oration of order. The streets were simply no longer safe even in open day:

and gﬂve arms to the prisoners within, who then carried on an attack from
mwe}l, as without. The Horse Guards dispersed them and took four of
?sbners, This was actually at eleven o'clock in the morning. Sturdy rogues
openly defied the deputy marshal and the peace officers; they ran

_'mpb -the. counrry to get out of the way when they were ‘wanted’;

1 armed with cutlasses, plstols, and bludgeons, attacked St. Martin’s Round =



on addressed the ng on this condltlcm of thmgs, though it seems to hay
 perfectly within their power to provide for their own order. It seer
erful that no one, all this time, should have thought of a street patrol by
’ﬁpwever, the Government took steps, it offered large rewards for the apprehe

3 “as if it was quite a new thing, which had never occurred to any body, the ligh
5 f the City. Already (see p. 91) there had been the Lighting Acts of 1716 anc
1736 This new ordinance was little more than a repetition of its predecessors,
g “that when we consider the elaborate provision made in 1736 not only for the lighting ;
“of the City, but also for the maintenance of an efficient watch, we cannot but understand' :
‘that the excellent regulations passed in that year had become in this very sho
| space of time a mere dead letter. So far, therefore, the City was no whit advanc
e {ahrther than the London of the fourteenth century, which was continually admonishe
| to clean itself, to light itself, to rid its streets of rogues, and to keep a watch at
Lt night. The streets were no cleaner ; they were as badly lighted ; they were as full
: éof rogues they were as inefficiently guarded in 1744 as in 1344. :
All the riots, however, are insignificant compared with that magnificent bum' -
whlch was pmvnded for the mob of London by Lord L:eorge Gordon m 178&




we rageous on account of finding wheat stored
placc they sold the corn at 5s. a bushel ; at another the =
3d a pound and the bacon at 4d. a pound; at another they destroyed a :
Il; at Leicester they seized loaded waggons starting for London ; at Oxford
2y took the flour out of the mills and divided it; at Exeter they sold cheese under
‘prlce. the miners in Cornwall rose and compelled the farmers and butchers to
er their prices; and so on actually over the whole country. It was a kind of
cquerie. The farmers, however, were for the moment intimidated, and promised
thing. It is to be remarked, that except in large towns like Birmingham the
seople did what they pleased so long as there were no soldiers within call. But
ning was learned from this great lesson; and the Gordon Riots later only
epeated on a great scale what these village insurgents had done with impunity.

 The House believed that the man could only talk ; they suffered him to say

he pleased and heéded him not. But he could do more than talk: he had

e power of organising; he understood how to make men act together: he had
orator's art of moving men's hearts and compelling them to follow wherever he
ose to lead ; he had, in a word, the gift of earnestness, which always moves; he
_ ‘med *“ Christian"” and Protestant Corresponding Societies ; he circulated tracts;
e advertised in the newspapers for signatures. So far as I can discover, Lord
rge Gordon was the father of all those who use the advertisement columns of
‘papers for propagandist purposes. He appealed to the Englishman's love of
ty—what liberty would the Pope leave him? to the fires of Smithfield—every
who heard him might already feel in imagination the cruel agony of the flames;
> his courage—would any Englishman be so craven as not to strike a blow for his
igion ? Finally, he told the people that he would not present the petition, which
d been signed by an enormous number, unless he was attended by at least 20,000
~ He then arranged the place of meeting and the routes which the petitioners
Id follow. ‘St. George's Fields was the place, and the multitude was to be
into four comp?ﬁ.nies of which one was to be composed entirely of Scots ;
vere to march upon Westminster by four different routes. Observe that he
d to Pmduce as deep and wide an impression of strength as possible : not one
~march, but four, should illustrate the majesty of a great multitude all bent:
pbtai mg one end. Not Westminster only, but the City itself, the great

! '.lhaélf aloof fr'om his Asaocmtmns, should witness what was meant "

ous Pmtemms assembled, accordingly, in St. George's Fields hi- S
ated at ﬁmﬁ ee;moem 100,000 on the 2nd day of June. They metin
e spot where Bethlehem Hospital now stands. <O

o the plxce appmnted about noon, and delwereia
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%‘ l lane for the peers and members to pass, but compelling them to take the blue
. cockade and to cry ** No Popery " with them as they walked through.

L.IE'.:; i One would like to know how the crowd knew these illustrious persons, and who

it was that pointed them out and explained their shortcomings. When there was no

4‘ 'i more hustling of peers the mob wanted to rush into the House, but the doorkeeper

_&“ 1 shut them out. In the House of Lords there was an angry discussion, but the peers

| resolved on doing nothing for that day, and left the House one by one.  This was the

| wisest thing that they could do. Time was all on the side of order and the Guards,

"%1?

should it be necessary to call them out. In the Commons the scene was much more
~ |excited and violent. Outside was heard a deafening roar which never ceased for a
~ {moment. *“No Popery! No Popery! Lord George! Lord George!” When their
leader had been some time in the House they tried to break down the doors and

e = =t
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kill Lord George on the spot if his followers dared to violate the sanctity of the
: House and that one of them, his cousin, General Murray, actually followed him
i $word in hand ready to kill him on the first appearance of the mob. In the temper
;%h #f the House nothing is more likely to have happened, certainly no stranger scene
:‘ was ever presented by the House of Commons, Other members posted themselves

at the doors sword in hand to defend the House. Then Lord George asked le:we_
1o bring up the petition, and for the immediate consideration of it. Leave was

thc member for Bristol. Never before or since has the House of Com

_mndumed a debate under such conditions; it is gratifying to remember that the

Mbers, chiefly country gentlcmen, had no thought of gmng way to mob violenc

on his head ; all were decorated with blue cockades; and Lhey bawled lustily “No
i Popery as they went along. Of course the procession, like a snowball, increased as
E_'"_':_ (it moved through the streets, being followed by all those who joined it out of
 curiosity, and by every street thief and pickpocket in the town. When they arrived
at Westminster they blocked the approaches and avenues of both lTouses, making a

. lthreatened to rush in after him. It is said that some of the members threatened to

- granted to bring up the petition, but the House very properly refused to consider the ‘ =_
'.-peubon unmedtate]y During the debate Lord George actually went out to the
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Then the mob broke off into companies, some of which kept together; the
respectable men among them, however, went home, no doubt thinking they had done
a very noble thing indeed with their demonstration. The more zealous brethren, with
their allies, the »baunderic of l.ondon, before going to bed that night broke into and

S:_lck(!{i the ttll;l[:(t| of the Bavarian Ambassador, Wiarwick Strect. Golden Scjuare,

and the chapel in Sardinia Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. This was on Friday. On
Saturday not much more was done, the most ardent Protestants needing a rest. A
few of them, however, found some mischief still to do, in robbing and ill-tre ating a

few Catholics about Moorfields. On Sunday other Catholic chapels were robbed

and wrecked, with some houses inhabited by Catholics in the neighbourhood of
Moorfields. Soldiers were sent, but with express orders not to fire upon the people.
Why? Surely the time was come to put down robbery and pillage. However,
when it became quite certain that the soldiers would not fire, the mob treated them
with the greatest contempt, pulling their noses and spitting in their faces. It speaks
well for the discipline of the army that these men stood still under this provocation.
On Monday morning the rioters attacked and wrecked Sir George Savile's
house in Leicester Fields; they then adjourned te Welbeck Street and made a
bonfire, before Lord George Gordon's house, of the crosses, pictures, ornaments, and
vestments taken from the Catholic chapels—a wave-offering acceptable in his eyes.




their propetty robbed and destroyed Meantime a reward of £500 was offe
2 the dlscovery of those concerned in the wreckmg of the Catholic chapels.

g waf Commons met, Lord George among them, wearing his blue cocl-:ade:, which they
-"-" - made him take offl. Then followed the most terrible night in the whole history of P
London. Where were the magistracy? Where was the Lord Mayor? Where =~
_were the soldiers? The mob was actually left entirely alone and undisturbed. =
- Nobody seemed to move. London was paralysed. :

::’*f; . First, about six o'clock, the mob marched upon Newgate for the release of their
t" feﬂow-noters As they could not break into the prison, and the Governor refused to
T '4."; der his prisoners, their comrades, they broke his windows and threw firebrands =
H.

1.5» 5 ~and combustibles into his dwelling-house, so that it presently caught fire, The fire
a5 5 “spread from the house to the chapel, and was seizing on the wards, when the gates
_ | were cither broken down or thrown open, and the rioters rushed in. There were in
| the gaol more than three hundred prisoners, among them four under sentence of'_'(
| death, and their execution appointed for Thursday ; all were released. As for the :
e Ere. no attempt was made to exnngulsh it, and in a short time the prlson wasa rulneq ,

id set the prisoners free. They next proceeded to sack the house of Sir Jo
l'rJdlng the blind magistrate ; and they completed a glorious and most success
P ,"gvemngby the destruclnon of Lord Mansﬁelds house in Bloomsbury Square, together 5

of the mug-house forgotten ?  Were the prennoes unmindful of thelr old trad:twns? |
- The mob had their own way all Tuesday night. It is incredible, but it is true
= Ihat they were allowed their own way all Wednesday and all Wednesday night.
- ﬂte moming of Wednesda) notices were sent by the mob to thé d.iﬂi:rent prisons. |



I “No Rellgton 3 o
~ When the long June day drew to its close the sky was red with flames.  From =

n Blackfriars' Bridge (where several men were killed), from houses in every part of
L_‘ﬂle town conflagrations were rising at the same time. Six-and-thirty were
“counted. All the prisons in the City were now destroyed except one, the Poultry N E

E"' Compter. o
~ . In the evening the most remarkable achievement of the mob was the destruction {
ur ‘of Mr. Langdale’s distillery, at Holborn Bridge. He was a Catholic, therefore he
" deserved his fate; he was a distiller, therefore he invited it.  After wrecking the
* . place the rioters naturally fell to drinking the raw spirits, which were set running into
.'u'-'-"t-he street—the people throwing themselves down and lapping the fiery stuff from
~the gutters, Many drank themselves to death on. the spot: others, when the
distlllery took fire, perished in the flames, being too drunk to move. The roaring of
. the flames, the roaring of the mob, the trampling and shouting, the threats and
~imprecations of the people, made a night of terror such as had never before been
Fxperlenced. At last the troops arrived— Heavens! At last !—this time with orders
~to fire. There were the Guards, or regular troops; the Militia and the City Foot
- Association. Then from all quarters came the platoon firing of the soldiery. The
;_:;-citizens. not daring to leave their beds, listened with trembling satisfaction to the
- rattle of the muskets, and amidst the roaring of the Hames they thought they could
e ~ hear the shrieks of the wounded.

On Thursday morning the City presented the appearance of a place captured
aand looted by the enemy ; but the riot was over. The citizens did not venture to
- open their shops, but they looked into the street ; the rioters were gone, save the
‘dead who lay here and there, and the wounded who groaned for help.  Of the
'é.fnrmer 210 were picked up, of the latter 248, but an immense number had been
~ slightly wounded ; no one knew how many of the dead had been carried away,
d no one knew how many of the rioters had been burned in the flames, being :
» drunk to escape. During the day the soldiers patrolled the streets and
ested a great number; among others, some who were actually endeavouring
salﬁre to the small part of Newgate that had escaped. But the riot was over: "
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were still smouldering on the half-burning bonfires. The troops marched
e up and down ; the shops were closed, and the firemen brought their hose :
ut the fires.
: clapped Lord George Gordon into the Tower and kept him there for.-_
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sm months before they tried him. As is well known, he was acquitted, but

afterwards showed abundant proofs of religious insanity. As for the Protestants,
who followed him at first no doubt in good faith, nothing was done to them; no
search was made after them; the rioters, however, who were caught red-handed,
were tried and convicted. Fifty-nine were sentenced to death; twenty were
actually executed ; the rest were transported for life. The number actually tried
amounted to eighty-five at the Old Bailey, and fifty at the Commission at St
Margaret's Hill Seven were convicted of simple felony ; sixty-nine were acquitted.
The juries, in fact, do not appear to have been vindictive. Among the prisoners
was Edward l)enms, the hangman ; John Morris, a boy of fifteen ; Letitia Holland, a
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handsome young woman of eighteen: John Burgess, a boy of thirteen. The trial

of one Mascal, a respectable apothecary, was reported in full in the Annual
Register for 1780, where it may be read.

When the riots were over, other consequences began. The Common Council
asked whether it would not be best to quiet the minds of the people by repealing
the Savile Act. This proposal showed that the Common Council, at the moment,
were beside themselves with fear. It would have been much more to the purpose .
had they taken measures for the suppression of any more riotous proceedings.
The House of Commons refused to consider the repeal of the Act.

Why was there no attempt to quell the riot made by the Lord Mayor at
the outset ? There is no answer possible to this question. On Saturday, the 3rd
of June, Lord Stormont wrote from St. James's calling the Lord Mayor's attention
to the danger of tumults, and expressing the confidence of the Government in
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s}tls actiwty and resolution to' preserve the peace. What steps did the Lord

r'Mayor take? We do not know. On Sunday, 4th June, Lord Stormont again
t‘:‘” warned the Lord Mayor. On Monday, Lord Stormont and Lord Hillshorough
- wrote together, calling his attention to disorders actually at that moment going
~on. What steps did the Lord Mayor take>  We do not know.

On the 7th of June, which was Wednesday, the King, without reproaching the
Lord Mayor, took the matter into his own hands, and ordered all quiet people to
remain at home while his troops acted with results that we have scen,

The conclusion of the riots was followed by a correspondence and a
discussion as to the power of the citizens to form themselves into armed
associations for the maintenance of order.  Lord Amherst, Adjutant-General,
pointed out that no person can bear arms unless under the orders of a
commissioned officer, and that associations might be formed for the purpose of
order, but without the use of arms. le therefore ordercd Colonel Twisleton,
the officer in command of the troops sent to the Cjty, to allow no arms except
to the City Militia. In fact, there was grave jealousy of the City: the attitude
of the Court of Common Council towards the King ¥n the matter of the American
War had no doubt had its effect, and there was still a lively memory of the London
citizens in the time of Charles 1.

On the 15th of June a letter was addressed to Lord Ambherst from the
ward's mote of Bridge Ward Within, asking permission to form a company of
fifty of the more opulent citizens of the ward, to be armed, exercised, and
drilled at their own expense. To this letter Lord Amherst again replied that it was
not thought expedient that any persons should bear arms except for the defence
‘of their houses or for use under command of a commissioned officer.  The Lord
Mayor accordingly asked an explanation of this letter, and received one explaining
nothing.

The Lord Mayor replied at length, calling attention to 1 Wil & Mary,
Stat. I1. Chap. 11., which granted the right " of all His Majesty's Protestant subjects
to have arms for their defence suitable to their condition and as allowed by law.”

Lord Ambherst, in return, laid it down that they might bear arms, but must
. not assemble in arms without the authority of His Majesty. In the House of
‘Commons, on the 17th, it was stated that the reason why the troops did so little
. to stop outrage was that the demand for their interference was so common that
- they could not accede in many cases to the invitations.

The correspondence condensed above was made the subject of discussion in
Houses. The Duke of Richmond observed that these Ieuers were depo»rted




) Nnne of my acquaintance have received any personal harm in the late riots, but several ha 3
~ had their effects burnt.  When fires are lighted up they make no distinction regarding mllglm;\.,,"
c.‘!’he whole appears now like a dream to me, and I had a capital share in settling the bnmneaa,
;zbeing a member of the M:Iitary l'aot )\ssocmnon So long as the rmsr:hwf was confined merely to ai

L'w no longer a question merely of rchg:on It was the evening after that, when the m:htnry werq
let loose, nnd nhen the Londnn Association were under arms, amongst the reﬁl your humble aervanl, _

*_'ﬁl the streets, without intermission, besides many other nights at intervals during a month afterwards.
1 did not then, nor have not since, acquainted any of my relations thereof, because it might mal-:e
‘them uneasy in case of any future commotion. The first night's service exhibited an awful but
. beautiful scene. Figure to yoursell every man, woman, and child in the streets, panic-struck, the
" '-mhm as ted ‘as blood with the ascending fire, muskets firing in every part, and consequently Sk
men, women, and children lying sprawling in the streets; all the lower order of people stark mad . :;',
with liquor, huzzaing and parading with flags. Our corps assembled at a tavern near Guildhall nbout
.ﬁ'ht in the evening; from thence we proceeded in files through the multitude (who hissed us all the
way) to the Mansion House, which is in the heart of the City, and within about fifty yards distance .--'
: ;&um the Bank of England and the Royal Exchange. The King's Guards took possession of all the':
streets, facing every way, and suffering nobody to remain within except our corps, which covered = =
L ;them, and the civil and military officers,  We had not been in this position above ten minutes beforg_;.,_.u‘
_mobs approached us down Cheapside, and were fired upon. Soon after another mob came towards. u -g:
the Bank and were also fired upon. Within the lines all was perfectly still and silent, but on all sides .
without the air was rent with huzzas. The mob, consisting of thieves of every species, had some "".‘Jﬂ
1 pistols, which were fired, but felt no inclination to stay when they felt the musket ball amongst themal
Of course the business was soon settled near the Bank of England, but the populace fell upon lesser
| game. Private houses in different parts of the neighbourhood were begun to be ransacked, and the
inhabitants came te the Mansion House begging protection. The Llngs troops could not move
ron the:r pontuons near the Bank ; therefore it fell to the lot of part of our corps to march at about,

ptml the different streets, and enter houm in the dead of the mght I'or the purpose of appr
cts of public justice. We were lastly called upon to attend the public executions in differe
which service our mpmgnhasclesed. Ithnsbur.nvery inoonvementtommyofna, Qﬁ




ent having expired, was brought into the Court of King's Bench for the purpose
being admitted to bail ; he was accompanied by the keeper, two men as his bail,
“and several Jews. He had a large slouched hat on his head, and wore an enormous
eard,. He was ordered to take off his hat, which he refused. The Court
directed the crier to take it off, which he did accordingly. Lord George desired
'ithe Court to take notlcc that his hat had been I‘.dI\LIl off by v:olence. He then

He said the petition was an apology for appearing - with his head
covered agreeably to the custom of the Jews. By -a conformity to this custom
.~ he meant no disrespect to the Court, as it arose purcly from the tenderness of
,:« P hls conscience, since he had entered into the “holy covenant of circumcision.’
& "‘* The petition was read by the officer of the Court, and contained many arguments,
“drawn from the Jewish writers, in favour of appearing with his head covered
- before all men. The sentence against him for the libels was, at his request, read,
“after which he read a written paper, the substance of which was, that he had been
imprisoned for five years among murderers, thieves, cte, and that all  the
consolation he had arose from his trust in God: that he was compelled to find
rity for his good behaviour for fourteen years, himself in £35000 and two
,,;auretles in £2500 each. In order to obtain his enlargement he had brought
= ;‘two persons mm court, who were rcad} to becomm. his b.ul but the Attorney-



CHAPTER 11

I'OLICE AND JUSTICE

 Ix this chapter 1 have to consider the conditions of London in the eighteenth

| century from the criminal and the police point of view. The view presented
. to us by the contemporary records, by the statements of those who wrote on -
<  the subject, and by reports of trials, is darker than that of any previous period.
There is a very dark side to London always and in every age; there has always

existed in the great city a large criminal class; there has always been among
 us—not of us—a race apart of vagabonds, rogues, beggars, and professional
,,,tlneves In the eighteenth century this class grew to proportions which terrified
~ those who understood, while it put forth long arms and raked into its company
* thousands who had hitherto, from father to son, been steady and well-conducted
craftsmen of the City. 1 shall show the conditions of the time, first from the
" | point of view put forward by the presentments of the Grand Jury of Middlesex;
- | next, by essays on the subject written in 1731, 1750, and 1796 thirdly, by the =
~ condition of the police and the working of the rewards system; fourthly, by
-actual cases of crime and violence. D

1 shall then consider a trial at the Old Bailey; the condition of the "

I_:'nr-iminal prisons; the method of conducting executions at Tyburn; the
punishments of imprisonment, the hulks, pillory, the stocks, whipping, etc. This
inquiry will further include an account of the debtors' prisons. Q

. A “Presentment” by the Grand Jury of Middlesex for the maintenance of

: £% Buppose they are all preserved somewhere. The three are those of 1728, 174
k. md 1744. In the first the Grand Jury, among other things, call attention—

(1) To the drinking of gin (Maitland, p. 544).

(2) To the'increase of beggars.
(3) To the immoralities of the masquerades.
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The third presentment, that of 1744, is a most rcmarkablc dncument It is
directed against luxury, extravagance, and ill-fame.  And it names, openly,
persons as well as places :—

“\We, the Girand Jury, sworn to enquire for our Sovereign Lord the King, and the body of this county,
have observed, from most of the presentments of returns delivered to us by the constables of this county,
that they have been, as we apprehend and fear, very remiss in their duty, by returning their several districts
and divisions to be quiet and in good order, or to that effect,

Whereas the contrary does most manifestly appear, in many instances, as well from the accounts or
advertisements we read in the daily papers, printed and dispersed within this county, inviting and
seducing not only the inhabitants, but all other persons, to several places kepr apart for the encourage-
ment of luxury, extravagance, anhd idleness, and, we fear, other wicked illegal purposes.

o e And we do accordingly hereby present, as places riotous, of great extravagance, lusury, idleness, and
S’_ y ill-fame, the several houses, places, and persons following, within this county, to wit—
: 3 (1) The Lady Mornington, and her gaming-house, in or near Covent Garden, within this county.

(2) 'The Lady Castle, and her gaming house, in or near Covent Garden, within this county.

(3) The proprietors of the avenues leading to and from the several plavhouses in Covent Garden
and Drury Lang, in this county, for not preventing wicked, loose, and disorderly persons from lottering m
the front of their several houses on play-nights ; by which negleet and the riotous behaviour of such
disorderly persons, many of his Majesty's good subjects are often in danger of losing their lives or
Teceiving some other bodily harm, and are frequently robbed of their watches and money, to the great
discredit of civil government,

(4) The proprietors of the house and divisions called Sadler’s Wells, adjoining to the New River Head,
in or near Islington, late one VForcer's, now pretended to be apened and carried on by John Warren,
within this county, where there is frequently i resort of great numbers of loose, disorderly, idle people.

(5) The proprietors of a place called New Wells, in Goodman's Fields, at the bottom of Lemon
Street, within this county, where are daily meetings of disorderly, idle people.

. (6) The proprictors of a place called the New Wells, near London Spaw, Clerkenwell, within this
county, where great numbers of disorderly people meet.  And

(7) The proprietors of a piace called Hallam’s New Theatre, at Mayfair, within this county, where

- there are usually great meetings of evil and disorderly, idle persons.”

In the year 1731 there arose the first of many * Bitter Cries"” as to the violence
~and the robberies carried on in the City of London, ** Violence and plunder,” says
‘the author of the pamphlet on the subject, “are no longer confined to the
"‘hlghways, where the robbers have lurking - places to hide, and numberless
T wnmgs to avoid and escape the pursuit of the country.”

“'i‘hc scene is quite chang'd, the field of action is remov'd ; and the actors themselves are likewise

The scene, 1 say, is changed ; the streets of the City are now the places of danger ; men are
down and robb'd, nay, sometimes murdered at their own doors, and in passing and repassing
se to house, or from shop to shop.




' pumlviolemtheonlygﬂemeeswﬁidlweha\reto:omplmof butthe_'
iﬂtﬂﬂhﬂe of lewd ll!d disorderly persons of both sexes, which throng the streets as soon as

'Imul dark alleys thieves may lurk in safety, while it is impossible in a place ‘J
_. of so much business to avoid going about with large sums of money, bills, 1
md other things of value. If the streets are unsafe, he says that the
'henses are equally exposed to housebreakers of the greatest daring.
A new method of robbing people is by threatening letters. Money must be
)depom_ted in a particular place. If not, the house will be set on fire, or the man el
~land his family will be murderéd. In addition to these evils, there are the watch_-"'f
nen and constables who are too often in league with the robbers and are bribed !
y them. It is remarkable in this exposé that the writer, neither at this point nor
afterwards, suggests that the citizens should simply show fight. In fact, the spiric
of fight had gone out of the City; or, to speak more truthfully, the better class -
‘had ceased to fight. They had become a peaceful folk, desiring nothing but
;_"_ uiet and order, which they could not enforce, and utterly unable to stand up
ainst the open robberies that disgraced their streets. The ’prentices, even,
left off fighting. The old civic love of battle lingered on, it is true, but
with the mob, the lowest and most dangerous class, who supplied the robbers
_ nhe street and highway, the housebreakers, and the writers of the blackmail__f;‘;;i

* The author of the pamphlet traces the history of these crimes back to 'ﬁ
_ retg'n of Charles the Second. But there were rogues before that monarch; ok ',:
time. Here we need not fd‘llow him. He tells us that on the accession of%

LT

s upon the river; the ﬁe!ds were deserbed on Sunday and the church
- full; associations were formed by the citizens for the assistance of
stables. But these associations became rapidly 1ukewarm in their zeal ;
a new aid to virtue, which rendered their aid useless, appeared
war broke out. This carried off the rogues and the rascals of Lo

thousand, cle.ared the streets of the imlhes, and sent aﬁ“ hundreda'-l




T _ 'y catnn bacft, the rogues and the women, their com-
" **-_ﬁa‘ mfedcrates. and all who had not fallen on the field of vice: the
~was dead; the associations had melted away; and the streets were
oned once more to a watch which grew yearly more ineffective, so that
stnte of the City became worse than ever.

We then arrive at the remedy. It is, says our author, very wisely, to break
» the nests and retreats of the rogues; to persecute them, to leave them no place
‘refuge. Their homes were the houses which we now call disorderly—they used
have a coarser and a plainer name—and certain dens of wickedness, licensed as
taverns, which were then called night-houses. The disorderly house speaks for itself ;
t is always in every age the chosen haunt of every kind of devilry, the place
- where men are robbed, or incited to rob; are stripped of their own or encouraged
to strip others; the home of lust, illusion, pretence, robbery, and murder. The
- night-house, although its name suggests crime, was at the beginning simply intended
“as a house of call for thost whose trade obliged them .to work late into the night
“or to begin work early in the morning. For instance, the houses about Covent
._.:'G'-a.rd'en, where the men who have to be at their place in the market with fruit and
vsegetables at two in the morning can obtain coffee and other refreshments, are
night-houses in the old sense of the word. But the night-house became corrupted ;
ceased to be the house of late men working in the night; it was converted into
1 refuge and receptacle for loose women and their bullies, and for the young men
hom the women enticed into going with them to their destruction. Every night
there were robberies in these dens ; the robbers ran out by the back door while the
';canstﬁbles were called and while they were breaking open the front; they were all
;jn league together; the night-house became simply a school for the education,
-amd a residence and business resort, of all who plundered the rich and lived upon
~ the wickedness of the vicious. They also maintained a correspondence with each
; &her. so that when one place grew too hot for a man he could find shelter
other.

Our writer proceeds to consider the various remedies proposed. For instance,
no women shall be suffered to walk in the street alone after dark. This
: mamfesdy impossible. Why should respectable women pay so heavy a penalty
the incompetence of the police? That the watch shall be multiplied. But
y so full of winding courts and lanes, how can a watch, however numerous,
ct the peaple ? ' That the watch be armed with fircarms.  But there has always
:-moted tobjecuan to a garrison in the City. He does not mention, as was
e, the most obvious and natural remedy, that the citizens should fight
9wn protection. The best guard against a street robber is a stout cudgel,
T lohnson. some yea.rs later, adopted with Lhe best results.




mn]]ers only on condition of good conduct.
;;_-_ A so-called “ Prisoner in Newgate,” in the year 1718, wrote a pamphlet on
thieves and thiel-takers, which, though a clumsy performance, conveys some
- information as to the practices of the time. He throws his information into the
~ form of a dialogue. A countryman is introduced to a thieves' house of resort.
~ He asks who the people are, and is informed by the landlord, with a strange and
‘unnatural candour. Yonder aré three housebreakers lately let out from Newgate,

- and thieves. There is a young sailor who will probably join the housebreakers.
There are a lot of boys drinking and gambling; they are pickpockets, There
a fellow who has just robbed a shop of its account books and has told the thief-taker
bout it; that worthy will make the shopkeeper redeem them and will then keep
of the money himself. There is an old gentleman who can no longer rob, -

t who can find out what is going on and where there will be a throng of
ple ; he has just ascertained, for instance, that an Archbishop is to preach a
ity sermon on Sunday next, which will bring together a great many people.
hose are * Battalions of Street Files,” ze. companies of pickpockets. You see
at they are supping in great splendour. One of the ladies has had four husbands,
e first three of whom were hanged, while the fourth has had the honour to be

o o?ndemned four times.

#&'{.;_3‘ ‘the case not being proved against them; the turnkeys have fleeced them out
Egitvn . - . . o 5 .

~ of all their money; and they are now laying their heads together to devise a way
f:.a - to make more. There are two wenches beginning their trade as street-walkers

pe g News is brought that the King is going to open Parliament that very da)r,
‘ ©° half of them jump up and run away to join in the crowd and pick pockets. There
J‘ o lisia great noise outside ; a man rushes in dripping wet, while the mob in the street
,.:__ ~ roars and bawls after him; it is a thief caught in the act; they have ducked him
__-_;.‘_-i;.'__.'_:.__ ~ seven or eight times, first in a horse-pond, and then in the Thames to wash him.

. There are five women crying together because their husbands are all to be
. hanged to-morrow; we need not pity them, because they will console them-
. selves with-a new husband the day after. Those three stout fellows with pistols are *;«
- footpads; a constable, followed by five men, enters the room and arrests the ,-"‘
. three; one of them fires a pisto] and kills one of the posse; they are th_: g
~secured and marched off. 4
. At the sight of the constable and his posse the rest of the con
- vanish with great rapidity until there is no one left except the pnaoneri
’ ﬂu constable and hls men, Theu the landlord humbiy invites the
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take a bottle with him, and hopes the name of his house would not be
mentioned, for indeed it would greatly injure his reputation if it were known
that such people had been taken in his house—a place of such good repute,

The well-known history of Jonathan Wild has become the typical case of
a thief-taker in confederation and conspiracy with thieves whom he encouraged,

IONATHAN WILD'S HOUS)

Fowrepean Magnmame, v&x

From an engraving by Lacy for e

buying and receiving their stolen goods until he thought it was to his interest
to lay information against them and to get them hanged. At the same time ke
had an office where he openly received people who had been robbed, and for a
large consideration undertook to get them their money or their goods back

again. He was, in fact, a villain of the blackest complexion possible, Un;

fortunately, however, he was only one of many villains as bad as himself, but



rio te' be allowed any longer, it was found necessary, in order to stop i o
to put him into NeWgate. to pass a special Act of Parliament (4 George I.) o
'ct whlch ‘wholly faded. The fo\llowmg cla.usc was levelled dxrectly agatn L

;M hmnus !ohelp persons to their stolen goods, and by that means gain money from them, which is
' :.-'*.; +  divided between them and the felons, whereby they greatly encourage such offenders.  Be it enacted by
N e the authority aforesaid, that wherever any person taketh money or reward, directly or indirectly, under .;ﬂ
: putenee, orupon account of helping any person or persons to any stolen goods or chattels, cvery such person =
> '; i3 souking money or reward as aforesaid (unless such person do apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, such ‘ﬁ'

: .15510"- who stole the same, and give evidence against him) shall be guilty of felony, according to the *f'-l

N

of the felony committed in stealing such goods, and in such and the same manner as if such =

‘\

_ - had®stolen such goods and chattels m the manner and with such circumstances as the same +}:
\ stolen.” ..:-.'-‘-
~ Seven years after the passing of this Act, viz. on the 15th of February 1725, he )

s brought before the magistrate, charged with assisting a certain Johnson, a -...‘
wayman, to make. his escape. He was committed to Newgate, and at the
essions of the 24th he entered hls prayer either to be tried that session, or ‘
iled, or discharged. But there came into court a warrant of detainer, thh

everal informations on oath, the most important of which are the following :—

2
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(1) That, for many years pnst, Jonathan Wild has been a confederate mth great numbers of ™
iighwaymcn pickpockets, housebreakers, shoplifters, and other thieves.

~{2) That he has formed a kind of corporation of thieves, of which he is the head or director, and,
notwithstanding his pretended services, in detecting and prosecuting offenders, he procured such
to be hanged as concealed their booty, or refused to share it with him. :
| “(3) That he has divided the town and country into so many districts and appointed distinct gangs

cach, who regularly account to him for their robberies.
{4) 'l‘hdt the persons employed by him are, for the most part, felons cumrlct, who are relurned from

l
-h-

_'.-'g:,

\,

_,Wlnhebhageuu,beuusctqutbekgﬂcﬂdmmwhm '
el (5)'1‘lmhehu notmﬂybeenurecelmnfswleugoodl,aswaﬂasofmungsofaﬂ I:mda.'

m _';
: (6) That mmwmmﬁmvﬂemmmwmmmﬂumw the ignorantmul
%uumxﬂywﬂedlshmtqﬁmmtﬂ' uahadgtn!’uuﬁmltyﬁ-omthc(}ovemment,whichhe




lastly, ﬂut‘hshu often sol'ﬁ htmm blood, by procuring false evidence, to sweat
0 acts were not guilty of; sometimes to prevent them from being evidences against
and at other times for the sake of the great rewards offered by the Government.”

~In the year 1718, one Hitchin published a pamphlet entitled 7%e Regulator,
‘@ Discovery of the Thieves, Thicf-takers, and Locks, in and about the City
London, with the Thicf-takers' Proclamation : also an Account of all the Flash
Words now in vogue among the Thicves. In this pamphlet the writer, Marshal,
‘endeavours to revenge himself on Jonathan by exposing him. He gives an
f— account of several of his tricks and transactions, describes the various gangs of
~ thieves under his command or influence, and relates the greatest atrocities, in
which he openly names Jonathan as the prime mover. He then gives an
account of the flash houses, names them, and the persons who keep them. This
s followed by “A List of Thieves now at liberty who are Jonathan Wild's
- Weekly Pensioners, 1718." These are not only named, but stories are told of
what they do, and of what Jonathan and they do together. From this account
it appears that the peace officers, the turnkeys of the prisons, Jonathan Wild,
- and even the justices, were all connected together. The language is exceedingly
' gross, and the charges are such as could now be made with impunity against no man.
' After two months of prison, Jonathan was finally indicted for receiving money
~of one Catherine Stetham, on pretence of recovering a packet of stolen lace which
~ he never intended or attempted to recover; nor did he apprehend or cause to
" be apprehended the felon who stdle the lace. This little business was actually
. transacted in Newgate itsell. He was tried on this single indictment, probably
 because it was the one most easily proved. His trial took place on the 26th of
i April 1725. He was found guilty and sentenced to death. His behaviour in prison
after his sentence may be read in the pages of Fielding. If that history is not
' On the night before his execution he endeavoured to poison

“It is not easy,” says the narrator in the Flace Collection, *to express with what roughness the
) treated him. Instead of those signs of pity which they generally show, when common criminals are
fm -mcution. they reviled and cursed him, pelting him with dirt and stones continually. The other
s being ready to be turned off and the executioner telling im he might take any reasonable
prepn.re himself, he continued smmg in the cart for a little while, but lhc mob grew so ouu'agcous

vethe popuhge the satisfaction they desired.”

wasburled in old St. Pancras Churchyard, but next morning his empty
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was nmeteen at the ume of his father's execution, was of -so turbulent &S
sition that it was thought proper to conﬁne him on the day of the execution

LJniuself as a servant to the plantations. This means one of two thmgs either
he went abroad to get out of the way, or he fell into the hands of crimps who

~made him drunk and so persuaded him to go out to America. Perhaps, some-

A 'Ivhtre in Virginia, there are still living descendams of ]onalhan Wild ; the
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We owe to Henry Fielding an account, clear and plain, of the condition of
London as regards robbery in the year 1750. His work, called An Enguiry
0 the causes of the late Increase of Robbers, elc., with some Proposals for
lying the growing Ewvil, appeared in 1751 and speedily went into a second
tion. He begins with assuming, as a fact known to everybody, that the
and roads were infested with robbers of every kind, and that the town
threatened with the formation of gangs and companies like the Italian

ditti, and companies such as that maintained so long by the famous Cartouche.
What, first of all, he asks, are the causes of this increase of crime? Two
uses might be assigned; but Fielding could not rise above the ideas of his

He could not, for instance, perceive that the cowardice of the citizens,

had not only left off carrying arms but no longer possessed the old fighting
inct, who were even afraid of giving evidence, and were terrorised into
& ~was the first and greatest cause of all the riots, robberies, and mobs
the last century. The second cause was the  absence of a vigilant and

~of th
eﬁuent police.

However, Fielding assigns as the most important cause, a great increase in

hnry among the lower kind of people. But in every age the moralist inveighs

~against the luxury of the times. If Fielding could have seen the comforts which

~are now within the reach of the working classes; if he could have foreseen a
~time of clean linen, broadcloth, baths, warm petticoats, good boots, daily flesh
meat. fruit in plenty, for the workmg classes, he m:ght have asked hlmself i
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es run eagerly after the tabor and the pipe.

: The second cause, he says, is the drunkenness so prevalent. He pomta out
B that there are existing excellent laws for the prevention of this vice: penalties
Xz of fines and stocks for the offender, were these laws only enforced ; Iu:l they are
.~ mot. Why? Because there are no police, a fact which he does not understand.

“A new kind of drunkenness, unknown to our ancestors, has lately sprung up amongst us, which,
if not put a stop to, will infallibly destroy a great part of the inferior people. The drunkenness 1 here
intend is that acquired by the strongest intoxicating liquors, and particularly by that poison called Gin."”

The next cause is the vice of gambling. Here, again, he enumerates the
laws which, from time to time, have been passed against gambling. He does
not, however, ask the very pertinent question, * What is the use of passing laws
which the whole country is bent upon breaking?” The various enactments are
curious. Henry VIIL. would not allow any craftsman to play cards or dice
except at Christmas. Who looked into the craftsmen's houses or taverns to sce
that the law was obeyed? The informer, it is true, would get half the fine;
but what else would he get when he went back among his friends against
whom he had informed? At what time in history was the English craftsman
meek and forgiving to the informer? Queen Anne maternally ordered that
cheating at cards should be punished by a fine of five times the sum so won.
Are there any cases on record in which that fine was inflicted? Was it thought
good form, when two men sat down to play, for the loser to prosecute the winner?
George 11., out of his fatherly heart, ordered a fine of five times the sum
won or lost, fairly or unfairly. Did any one ever pay that fine? Did any player
ever inform against his friends? He also forbade the games of Pharaoh, the
Ace of Hearts, Basset, Hazard, Roly Poly, and all other games of cards. Yet

- they flourish to this day, and have ruined their thousands and their tens of
- thousands and their hundreds of thousands, since this Act was passed.

Rz Fielding then proceeds to consider the laws that relate to the provision of
 the poor. And he shows how laws actually intended to benefit them have been
turned into weapons for their oppression. Here he anticipates the action of the
- Charity Organisation Society, and points out the foolishness of indiscriminate alms.
~ Next comes the evil of the “fence.” One of the greatest encouragements
dishonesty is the care and security with which a rogue disposes of his plunder.
ibrokers there are in plenty who will buy up anything brought to them.
satisfy their consciences by expressing the hope that the things are honestly
by ; others engage openly with the thieves. The latter send everything

!}—-i——,.. R 2. .,_‘ Ty _:..I : T ‘-'.. gy 7



lly ready foj-aaveuwa (l

goo:is “md no questions asﬁaf

A chapter on the laws relating to vagabonds may be passed over. 14 00N
 The author next considers the encouragement to crime which was held out =

'h&ded ‘much less tried. Everybody knew that many rogues carried on their
ﬁﬁmnms with impunity, simply because they terrorised the officers and the people.
It was also notorious that any attempt to arrest a robber would lead to a rescue
“?rmed confederates. Here, again, by the law, such an arrest was in the
er of every one and ought to be performed by every one. But, first, the law
never explained or taught to the people. To this day, how many persons
their own rights, their own duties, and their own responsibilities in ‘the ':Vf:
tter of dealing with criminals caught in the act? Next, against cowardice the Iaw : ‘

i '_ history of the continual rioting and mob violence which dlsgraces the annals
f Lcmdon proclaims the fact. The citizens left thé discovery of crime to paid ,:;:E

ormers, and they thought to suppress crime by multiplying capital oﬁences"‘
ich their juries refused to carry into effect; they allowed the name of thief- $
che: po become as infamous as that of informer. : A
’ There were, next, in favour of the rogue, the difficulties attendmg prosecutlon.

' Ftelﬂmg says, are often—

-“3. indolem.uothnt!wywﬂlmtgweﬂmmelvesmembleohpmecunm P
4. Mdcm. nndthemﬁomuuwil!mgtomﬂagotbce&penuoﬁt, many perhaps find their accor

Ttndmuhumd, md:dudgntwnkeauytbelﬁeof.&m



rtant difficulty 'tlat of conviction. Street robberies are gener-
in the dark ; an alibi is always set up by the prisoner’s friends.
y robberies the victim is knocked on the head, or the robber is disguised ;
‘are more than one concerned, and in the confusion it is impossible to make
early any of their faces; or, again, an accomplice, if he is admitted as witness,
; daldom considered worthy of credit.  Many other difficulties will occur.  Once

~ not a slender and small chance, but an extremely prob.nblu and pnqs[blc event.
,;" "“;_Tt must be remembered that the King himsell signed every warrant for an execu-
tion. Naturally, the King was inclined to err on the side of mercy, and to pardon
~all those whose cases presented any reasonable claim for doubt.

| Lastly, supposing the felon to have been successfully arrested, committed,

- tried, convicted, and sentenced ; what about the manner of execution? Let us

f’" quote Fielding's own words : —

';_\, : “But if every hope which 1 have mentioned fails the thief ; if he should be discovered, apprehended
s . prosecuted, convicted, and refused a pardon ; what is his situation then?  Surely most gloomy and dread-
i,? * ful, without any hope, and without any comfort. This is, perhaps, the case with the less practised, less

- spirited, and less dangerous rogues ; but with those of a different constitution it is fur otherwise.  The day
appointed by law for the thief’s shame is the day of glory in his own opinion and that of his friends. His
- procession to Tyburn and his last moments there are all triumphant, attended with the compassion of the
" meek and tender-hearted, and with the applause, admiration, and envy of all the bold and hardened. His
~_ behaviour in his present condition, not the crime, how atrocious soever, which brought him to i, is the
_ subject of universal contemplation,”

When the watchmen were bribed and the constable was bribed, it is not

 title is Memoirs of the Shakspear's Head in Covent Garden, by the Ghost
The book is a scandalous chronicle from beginning to end,
ontaining sketches of extremely profligate persons, and of their adventures
- the disorderly houses of Covent Garden. No doubt, at the time, the chief
iction of the book was the fact that the fictitious names threw a very thin
over the real persons described. Thus, Nan Featherstone, Jenny Driver, and
~Nellguard were certainly well-known persons in the “bagnios” of that =
; 'wh'ilc Lord Lubber, Louvre the dancing-master, and Jack the waiter, h i
_clearly portraits carefully drawn, libellous to the highest degree, and

'iI'L

& be' recognised. -,::.'.: 5

is no clue to the name of the author, unless it is a dedication to Samuel A4 F
.wlﬁch kindnesses to the author are acknowledged. And he declares, ,rﬁ

. udy a deliberate lie, that no character is intended for any partlcular‘:;w%
o

13 ) [ b .'
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smce the bOOk. unsavoury and odlous, is clearly the work of a practrsad L&
hand, 1 have no doubt it was written by one of those creatures who always infest
'ﬁe:ature—the unsuccessful disappoimed and envious writer. If so, here is one

It is,

i attack.
A The picture of the administration of justice, quite apart from the prmcxpal
1ﬁg‘l.n'e. shows the general opinion on the subject; an opinion which may be
_gathered from many other sources. The court, or lock-up, described in the
- book, where sat the constable of the night, was situated close to Covent Garden
(| Church; the constable was a man named Lock, a hair-dresser by trade. He had '
< e_xe.rcnsed this office for many years, not being elected to it, but being paid by
pse pensioners who were called upon to serve, to discharge their duties for
em. Every householder was thus liable to serve as constable on a jury or an
nquest; and as the duty of sitting up all night to receive the thieves and
Idrunken men brought in by the watch was both disagreeable and onerous, thefe
|was in every parish some man found who undertook the duty for a fixed nightly
- lwage. This wage he increased by the simple process of taking bribes.
“The power with which he had been long invested, invigorated the hearts of the sons and daughters
Venus and Mercury, many of whom were constantly brought in by his lanthorn'd subjects, to pay their
bexsance to his Midnight Majesty, and were as duly set at liberty, through the interposition of Plutus

meumes in garb, tawny as the sunburnt Mexican, and at other times white as Lady Cribbages's hand.”

B
A Few were the offenders whom he conducted to the Bow Street magistrate ;

. ~not only were they few in number, but they were only those who were too poor
and n:useracble to offer any bribes for release. This conduct gave great d:ssausl'ac-

e vmh him in levying taxes, and secreted many things which, had they escaped his
- manual operations, must have fallen to the share of his sagacious worship, who
- was perfectly of the same disposition, and was, if report spoke of him truly, a 3
- close shaver. x
~ Before this constable were ‘brought, after a drunken brawl, Lord Frak
amd Squire Sprightly. They were covered with mud and filth, their he:




= polog'lse and make submlssmn. The fellow refused in language which shows
‘“-‘!ﬂ‘ie eloquence of the streets, and proceeded to assault the constable himself in a
~ manner then more common than at present; indeed, even the oldest inhabitant
- can hardly remember seeing the thing done in these degenerate days. ** Ducking
suddenly down, he darted his head with such force and dexterity into the ' —
stomach—*of his antagonist, that he fell breathless on the floor.” The carter
was, however, reduced to insensibility by a blow over the head with a pole,
and in that condition was rolled into the black hole. Chairs were called for his
lordship and the squire, who were carried off.

“It is not amiss,” says the author, *‘to let you into a secret which you did not know before, viz.,
Sprightly, fearing some ill consequences from this rencountre, had, at his first entrance into the watch-
house, squeezed Lock close by the hand, as a mark of friendship, and some of the watchmen maliciously

(for so it must be) reported that they soon after saw him examining a guinea by the light of the candle, as
if he suspected its weight.”

In the morning, at nine o'clock, Mr. Lock escorted his charge to Bow Street,
there to give his prisoner over to the magistrate,

The constable then proceeds with his cases, inventing some, exaggerating
others. A girl is charged with trying to rob two gentlemen; she has no money
to bribe the clerk, and is committed. A young man is charged with looking like
a rogue. The justice says, ** Not a word, sirrah, | am sure you are a rogue by your
looks.” He then commits him, and calls upon the court to congratulate him on
clearing the district of vagabonds, This is an allusion to his pamphle: on the
increase of robberies. To show how just and worthy a magistrate he is, he then
invites the constable to drink with him, intending to get a larger share of the
plunder. The carter is then brought forward. The justice falls into amazement at
“his unparalleled wickedness. What! assault a lord—a noble lord and a squire!
He is going to send off a messenger to his lordship's house to express sympathy

.~ with his lordship in this attack upon his lordship’s august person, when the squire
‘arrives and procures the man's release. It also appears that the young man who
was committed without the opportunity of a word is the squire’s own servant, who

~was arrested when performing a message for his master. So he too is released,

. and nobody goes to prison except the wretched girl and a few other equally poor

h.._‘ and miserable creatures, arrested for their poverty and their misery.

‘We have seen what was the condition of the town in 1731 and in 1750. Let

us now consider another picture of the town by another police magistrate, Mr. .

Patrick Colquhoun, in the year 1796, We shall find that it represents a condition

widespread criminality which seems appalling. We must remember at the outset

. the lower classes of London had been for some generations left almost

gether alone. The Church had not yet assumed the supervision of the parish




usins. ln due course, that is to say as soon as thlcy could act mdependentbf o
they became in their turn thieves and prostitutes, without a thought that this
y of life was criminal; without knowing what was meant by crime; hardly' 5
6wmg' even the distinction of good and evil. & Vol
> Of course they learned, very early in llfe, that shophl'tmg. highway rohbery,' o

uric would not convict, if they could avoid it, of capital offences ; and transporta-."‘-.-' )
‘on or imprisonment, being at least accompanied with life, had few terrors for =
hem. Besides, they saw that many of their friends actually went on year after
edr without detection, actually died in full notoriety as habitual criminals, shielded

y each other and by the receivers. e
| Inaddition to the hereditary criminals there were the discharged prisoners, all
f whom, as a matter of course, returned, without any pretence of repentance or e
: orm, to their old friends and their old habits. - What else could they do? Those J
vho were discharged from prison after a first sentence quickly found that their
5 of character had driven them from any chance of honest employment, and
were fain to fall back upon the acquaintances they had made in Newgate 1—‘*
 to join the criminal classes, which, to do them justice, were always open to all 2
ets. ‘who were welcomed and received into the fraternity without jealousy, “'_'.',
: or restncnon Thete was,_room for all. Now, about the end of the: A

lt in ex,pens:ve food—such as oysaers, «cra.b lobster pwkled salmon, and ‘
~ like—or in drink. They did not hesitate, for the sake of a hot supper, to pa
'_ﬂwythmg they had Of course thy eagerly took shares m the 1ottelry,




et

must be the means of discussion and mutual understanding, some place must be

~ found ready and fit for that purpose. These places were found in the taverns and

' "I._l:iae::shf.)ps, of which there were within the Bills of Mortality 5204, or one for every

- 200 people, or one for every fifty men. No care, Colquhoun says, was taken con-

~cerning the character of the landlord, though it was notorious that within these

. houses were concocted all the burglaries and shop robberies and highway robberies

of the time, and though it was perfectly well known and notorious that the landlord

allowed the discussion and the planning of these robberies to be openly carried on
. _within his walls. and before his face. It was also notorious that coiners of base
:.:f - money repaired to these houses to sell and to exchange their coin; that card
xaa sharpers brought their victims to these houses; and that the landlords even
n"“‘ allowed the establishment at their houses of clubs for apprentices, whither lads
B - were encouraged to bring goods stolen from their masters, and to drink and
. gamble.

Even worse than the public-houses, which are not accused of buying stolen
goods. were the old iron and rag shops. These shops were established in every
‘ .‘.';back and bye street near the streets of respectable houses. They pretended to
~ buy only the waste and the broken stuff, the old pots and pans, the grease, and
- all the rubbish which the servants saved from the dustbin, Under this pretence,

The stable boys, the old clo'men, the chimney sweeps, the dustmen, the
the apprentices, the journeymen, whoever found admission to a respectable
e on any pretence whatever, were tempted to steal whatever they could lay
ands upon, The receiving shop was close at hand, round the corner; the
could be conveyed away easily and safely. Was it silver? Was it pewter?
iver had his melting-pot ready. The pewter pots of the tavern went
pot as soon as they arrived. In a few minutes they were a lump of

s that the sum of £710,000 was lost every year by petty thefts

~was impossible to prove the thelt. So with silver spoons, silver cupsp :
nf all kinds. So with copper, lead, and other metals. Colquhoun

[
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‘ mher was then crowded with boats, and every shlp had her attendant barges .
ngside, so that it ‘was extremely difficult among the crowd of boats to know :

~ for purposes of p’lunder; The men who came aboard for unlading were called
- lumpers, and were systematic robbers. They had small sacks behind their aprons
| ’whlch they ﬁﬂed with rum; if the cargo was not rum, but sugar. they converted

oﬁcer was suspimous and attempted a search, he was hustled and knocked about.
| From the ship they weut straight to one of the numerous receiving-houses by
| the riverside, where they unloaded themselves and sold their plunder. Some-
times, when the tide allowed, they threw overboard bags of coffee or of tea,
| packets of spice, bladders full of rum, kegs of tamarinds, to be picked up by the
 Imudlarks in their service ; sometimes they simply tossed the things into boats
~ Iprowling about for the purpose. Nor were the depredations confined to the
~ Iships; there were men whose business it was to lurk about on every public
_I'wharf to pick up what they could; these were generally discharged criminals, who
could find no employment and no master, and wanted none, so long as they could
o ;ha.ng about pretending to wait for employment and picking up odds and ends.

g} o The whole riverside from St. Katherine’s to Limehouse was populatcd with
St

ese robbers, with the public-houses where they spent their ungodly gains and
_ e receiving-shops which bought their goods. It was not, of course, a popula-
-4}’ tion so numerous as at present,. but there were a good many between the
o ‘Tower and Poplar. |
(o ""-". Few or many, the whole community was depraved. There was nothing, not
IH ~even the most costly goods, which could not be obtained on the riverside for
3‘;"1 - a mere trifle, and those who were not robbers lived and flourished on the“
s robbmes. Respectable people, however, would not venture among these fearful
*,‘-"‘-."-';;;I s‘lums. Colquhoun estimates the yearly loss on account of depredations on the %

' '- river at half a million sterling. %
- He next considers the thefts in the dockyards on the Thames alone. :
-Deptford. Chatham, and Sheemeaa. lt would seem as d' the Gavem'
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- anc either beca.me rumed or. were stolen. It is almost incredible that the
h hmhontm actually allowed the shipwrights to carry away every day a bundle of
: .%hlps. In order to secure these chips the men would commonly hack the most
~ valuable wood to pieces; they also carried away copper bolt-heads and copper
- mnails hidden among these chips.
There were two kinds of fraud committed in the dockyards: those by the
clerks and storekeepers in their returns of stores as unserviceable ; and the sale
of such old stores, by which excellent stores were often sold for a song, the
clerk standing in with the contractor who bought them up. The clerks, in those
days, stood in with every contract. This was iniquity on so large a scale that
it was called the custom and rule of the office. The petty kind, however, in
which every man was engaged, went on every day and all day long, and was
far more detrimental to the service.
Consider what quantities of things go to the furnishing of a ship, and how
marfy of these things there are that may be easily stolen. A ship wants
(Colquhoun, p. 75)—

“Cordage, bolts of canvas, sails, bunting, twine of all sorts, fearnought and kersey, leather and hides,
old and new copper, locks, hinges, and bolts, copper bolts and nails in immense quantities, bar-iron, old
iron, lead and solder, ship’s planks, oars, timber of small sizes, blocks, quarterstuff, candles, 1allow, oil,
paint, pitch, tar, turpentine, varnish, rosin, beer and water casks, iron hoops, biscuit bags, beer, hread,
rum, oil, vinegar, butter, cheese, beef, pork.”

So open was the robbery, so notorious was it, that vessels in the coasting
trade, and even foreign vessels, were accustomed to touch at Portsmouth and Ply-
mouth in order to purchase cheap stores of the dealers, who could sell them far
more cheaply than at Bristol or Newcastle, because they got the stores for next
to nothing. These honest dealers employed men who were constantly engaged
in untwisting cordage for the purpose of removing the King's *stran,” ze. the
coloured thread which marked it as belonging to the dockyard ; or in knocking
the King's broad arrow out of copper bolts, nails, bar-iron, and other things.
“It would scarcely be credited,” Colquhoun writes, *to what an enormous extent
a the sale of cheap cordage, sail-cloth, and other naval articles is carried, in
- supplying coasting vessels and smaller craft upon the river Thames, which has
 been plundered in a variety of ways," The depredations committed in the
. dockyards amounted, he reckoned, to 4300000 a year. The depredations
0 %, immmitted by all kinds of robberies, he estimates at £1,500,000 a year,
~ Colquhoun next considers the coinage of base money. At this time the
de of false coiners was very flourishing. Forty or fifty mints were in full
oc :apatibn in London alone. One cuiner confessed that in seven years he had
counterfeit half-crowns to the extent of /200,000 of nominal value. The
chiefly engaged in circulating the base money were Jews, especially Jew




:‘B _ general forgeries and swmdlmg Colquhoun sets down at £270,000 )
"Tha trade of dealing in base money acquires its greatest vigour in the month of March, for then the | &

s are over, when swindlers, gamblers, pretended dealers in horses, travellers with E. O. tables, and e
s and pedlurs. g into tl:ie country, cnrrym,g with them considerable quantities of counter{eil silver

l:t' very seldom happens, on uccnunt of the great demand (especially of late years), that the d ok v
m any considerable stock on hmd The base money ls no saoner finished, than it is packed up

'ﬁ'om.{saa to .{.'soo for country orders in the course of a week. The lower ranks among the Irish |

'%dth'e Jews are the chief supporters of the trade of circulating base money in London ; there is said to be

] alow Trish labourer who does not exchange his week’s wages for base money, taking a mixture of :

1gs, sixpences, and copper. :
The Jews principally confine themselves to the coinage and circulation of copper; while the Lrish

m are the chief utterers and colourers of base silver. A wvast number of these low women have

the mischievous art of coburmg the bad shillings- and stxpences, whlch they purchase from the ..__

. mkmg the pt:rchasc wholly with counterfeit half-pence.

“o{ the last cemury.-—-a vast crimin populanon, Ze. a population hv
'_‘by theft and robbery ; thousands of working men utterly demoralised bgaq

‘ease and safety of robbery ; temptatiuné held out to every apprentice z

ant to prey upon his master; thmlsaada of receiving-houses ; base ¢
the market.—-let us mqmre mm fhe aadmmasu-anon of the law and

They iudaed deal largely in foreign coins, counterfeited in this country, having been the chief mediunj e



a réward to a.n_y one who would return the stolen property and no
tions asked. In that year an Act was passed inflicting a fine of £30 on any
srson who should advertise such a reward for the return of stolen goods. It

should be invested with all the dignity as well as all the authority that can be
_conferred upon it. How far the dignity of the office was maintained the follow-
i’ ing rules of rewards will clearly show. The constable, in fact, was turned into
~ an informer. Nominally, in order to stimulate the constables and peace officers,
~rewards were offered for apprehending and prosecuting offenders, ¢.g.—

For highway robbery, a reward in moncy of £40, together with the horse,
arms, furniture, and money of the robber, and a Tyburn ticket.

False coinage, for silver and gold, a reward of £40.

For copper, a reward of /10

For shop-lifting and stealing from warchouse or - stable, a Tyburn ticket.
The Tyburn ticket was a certificate exempting the person who held it from all
~ offices in his parish or ward. The ticket was sold by the first holder, but could
. not be sold afterwards. It generally fetched from 425 to £30. Did it not
. occur to the inventor of the Tyburn ticket that to grant such an exemption

.~ struck at the root of all government by the people?

For burglary a reward of f40 and a Tyburn ticket; for housebreaking,
~ the same.
' For horse-stealing, a Tyburn ticket.
For compounding felony, /0.
For stealing cattle, sheep, or lambs, £1o.
For returning from transportation, £ 20.
The practical working of the system of rewards is illustrated in the practices of the

unity in crime, and finally, when they had enjoyed a long enough rope,
sted, tried, and hanged for the sake of the informer's reward. Returned
victs, for whose arrest £20 was offered, were left to follow their former line

‘the informer the larger reward, viz, £40 and a Tyburn ticket. Moreover,
me obviously the interest of the informer to pass over the lesser crimes,
n to encourage them, because they led the offender on to the greater
d the greater reward. Another bad point about this system of rewards
it ddprlved the witness of credit, since everybody knew that he had
uniary interest in the conviction of the prisoner. ' ‘
er illustration of the working of the rewards system is the following
i : a5 - g
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P edmmaaﬂmmﬁnﬂm&ydn£|meachtnrtbe1rgoodbehaviw o
mmﬂmpﬁytﬁm Berry and deanielmduwem the first part of their sentence on the

%, with o prodigious number of mnmblm. yet so moenned were the populnce against these mnscréanu,;;
aﬁm instead of being able to protect the criminals, were obliged to retreat for their own safety.
after being a short mm: in the pllloty, tacewud a wound in his head that killed him, and he hung hy"

jmmm;nwﬂmught,pmpermttorgpmthupanofﬂ:cwumem BeﬂyandSalmou,._‘
ore, died in Newgate, and Mucdanicl, after a course of years, was sent abroad.  Such was the pmn!s'
en mdmd:theeud of these unparalleled monsters.”

-l ﬁ' Returning to the end of the century, Colquhoun gives a tabulated list of cases
. 3 nﬁed at the Old Bailey from September 1790 to September 1791. It is-as
Tnﬂows — .,

6 for treasons in making false money—
A reward in money on conviction, amounting for each to £ 40, inall to
- 81 highway robberies—
A reward (besides the hxghuymms praperty) amounting, in each ecase, to
134 A 40, in all to )
10 stealing cattle and sheep— i
. Ammlmmoneyof.{m,nmouaungm all to
2 returning from transportation—
! Arelmdinmomy of;&ao, amounting in all to

Total




ST ST wounding a horse ml:mds}y _
ngachild 38 ,, assaults <2 A
¥ wﬁn’ g m-lm wd' ‘ i '} :f

; % ' frauds 3 1088 total -
,» misdemeanours | 445 prisoners from the late sheriffs '

"1 ,, assaulting and cutting clothes ssx3 agareiate nymber
1, smuggling =

Executed . ‘ : : - 3z

Died ] . N . ; 23

Sent to the Hulks . . . - 2

Transported : : ; ; 517

3 Removed to other prisons . . ; 95
2 \ Transferred to the new sheriffs ; ’ 151
Discharged upon the towri . ° ; 711

! . 1533

~ At the end of the eighteenth century, the officers of justice, parochial and

endiary, who were appointed to watch over the police of London and its environs,

‘ keeping the peace, and in detecting and apprehending offenders, amounted to
1000 persons under five separate jurisdictions, as follows :—

1. London—
The City of London in 25 wards exclusive of Bridge Without—
City marshals : : ; : . 2
Marshals men : ' i y . . 6

Beadles . . 4 : ; . ; 36

Principals . ; : . ; . . 08 b '

Substitutes - : . : . . 145 :

Extra officers ; ‘ g . ' : 32 £
: — 319 q
2. Westminster—

The City and Liberty of Westmmster, 9 panshes and 2 prccmcls—
High constable @ , " 1

Parochial constables ; : : : ; 70

The D‘:mon of Holborn, in Middlesex, joining in the metropolis, in 13
pamhes, liberties, and manors—




The Borough of | Bouthwk elc., compmheudmg 9 pamhes—-
High eomble e
Constables

Total parochial officers

1. The establishment at Bow Street, under the direction of the three magistrates
- presiding at that office, viz,, constables and (under the direction of W.
~ Addington, Esq.), patrols for the roads 3
x.The establishment of seven public offices by the Act of the 3znd of h:s
present Majesty, under the direction of three magistrates at each oﬂice, viz :—
Pnhln: office, Queen Square,  constables
w  Marlborough Street  ,
T Bﬁﬂml Gm 1
L . Womhsp Street »
» Whitechapel »
»  Shadwell -
o Union Hall. qu;mk »

Total civil fowe in the metropohs




hmer hdengmgw the nmll wards of the City, together with the several sums annually
&_M for cleansing the streets and carrying away the dust, with the sum yearly raised for
. paying the Beadles and Watch, and the sum total paid for lighting the City and liberties lhmnf ete,

Warde, ‘ m’m ‘u:mmgnh Imluml Beutles, | Warchmen, h'“']":';t Raktrn l

i ! | l £ v |
Aldersgate . . . . 1 8 8 8 14 i 1 ag 154 156 ©
Aldgate . &k : ‘ 1 | (& 6 7 19 I 3! 201 210 o
HBassishaw . . . ., 1 4 | 4 4 17 1 5 24 0
Billingsgate . | 1 10 1" o 13 2 20 t22 gb o

‘th?!p?nle IR S 1 14 7 0 13 2 40 400 02 o |

el Strent . . v o | 1z 13 | 12 13 I 12 04 oo o |

l!k!gll: P - 15 14 14 15 i 22 112 40 o |

Broad Street . 2 . | 1 10 10 8 13 i 38 204 10y o |

Candlewick . . . . 1 8 ? 6| 13 I 1h 70 40 o |

Castle-Baynard . . . 1 10 10 7 3 1 24 180 00 0 |
h'% Cheap . : 5 e 1 12 h] 13 | 17 1 20 126 o o

= Coleman Street v . 1 G i O 13 1 24 183 120 o |
cad Cordwainer ) . ’ 1 8 8 8 | g 1 th a3 40 o
e Caornhill : ‘ , ; | 1 6 4 4 | 10 1 15 73 55 ©
5 Cripplegate ol i 12 13 1t 34 2 54 376 1 o
v Dowgate Framys (RS 1 8§ ] ‘ 5 14 le 1 13 129 a«: o
é-_ Farningdon Within & 1 17 18 1y 17 2 44 g1é 1% o
o Farringdon Without . ' 16 18 17 52 4 L] X 553 ©
= 4 Langbourn . ; A . 1 10 12 1 H I 2 147 10

%_. b Lime Street . ; Z ol 1 4 4 4 12 1 10 122 0 o |
&i Portsoken . . . . 1 5 5 3 | = i 8 161 245 o
1Y ?w.-nlu‘the v el K ' 3 a 13 I 10 160 60 o
= ower . 7 . . o 1 1z 12 12 13 1 32 231 184 ©
I 1 Nintry o i 1 9 9 3 13 1 10 127 59 o
o fy Walbbook . . . . 1 g | 7 6 | 13 ! 18 88 37 o
i Bridge Withowe . . . | 1 o | (3 o o o o [ v o

'_.‘_ Sum Taal . .| 28 236 | 241 ‘ 218 | 423 32 672 4809 L3400 10 |

'§
b To these must be added the list for the parishes, precincts, and liberties within

~ the City, but without its jurisdiction :—

M account of the number of Officers, viz., Headboroughs, Constables, Scavengers, Beadles, and Watchmen
' in the several Parishes, Precincts, and Liberties within the City of London and Libetty thereof, but
without its jurisdiction, with the annual sum paid by each 1o the Raker.

peteale | Consables. Scavengens | Beslles Watchmen. | Raken.
’ ‘ ; . . o k] 3 1 6 40
; 4 . z ; o 1 1 1 3 19
; < : =15 o o o 1 x | 18
e TSI G- 2 2 2 1
8 ¢ § A ' 5 2 & 2 | ﬂ !g
By & e e 2 1 y | e | o 22
. ’ . . . 6 . ¥ | o | 4 22
N 2 1 ! b 3 28
. . ) ¢ . 1 2 1 ! 4 18
' . . " . 1 I | 1 I 3 14
. . . . . o 2 I 2 ‘ o ] 2%
Sum Towal . 19 6 |19 | 9 43 #5
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Bt The night watchmen were paid at the rate of 8s. to 10s. a week. They were‘ o

,,lmnettmes quite advanced in years and appointed to the office with the view ef “‘;

eeping them out of the workhouse; they were utterly unable to cope with the
~ villainy of the time; they received bribes for letting disorderly persons go; they
mﬂy showed activity on arresting unfortunate women who could not pay for their .;I;‘.

-'I': connivance. Watchmen were stationed at various points. The parochial constable

o wﬁo attended all night long to receive disorderly persons and criminals at the =

p.'.k I 3
X! !_ hhouse has been mentioned. Here also were kept the names and addresses of PR )
-'_ e turncocks and the places where the fire engines were kept. ':;,

‘“The police force of the metropolis, viz., the peace officers, watchmen, and f!i;:'i
2 | patmls. made up an aggregate of 3044 men. There were 270 Justices of the Peace,
|mot counting 700 belonging to the County of Middlesex. But of actual efficient

= n

i ﬂa@su‘ates there were only the twenty-six aldermen of the City and twenty-four

*“ﬁ;-!- pendlary magistrates, who sat in their courts at Queen Square, Westminster,
_, reat Marlborough Street, Hatton Garden, Worsh:p Street, Whitechapel, Shadwell,

inc ‘Snuthwark and Bow Street.
’» _The higher and more atrocious offences commrtted in London and Mlddlesw ’:
_ tm:d at the Old Bailey. There were also Quarter Sessions for the trial of

oﬁ'ences at Guildhall Clerkenwell, Well Close Square. and in certain townsht
_ i

TaJy . riThe fullomng gives a summary view af all the prisoners tried in Lond%
luring the year 1765. It will be observed thq: a!ﬁwngh s:xty-one were sentene@{“
e ea.th, unly nineteen actually suﬂ'efed AR Yo «r‘




The code of punishment was incredibly severe. While, however, the old bar-
~ barities of slitting the nose, cutting off the ears, branding in the hand, burning
- alive, and the ducking-stool, had been discontinued, yet the savage nature of the
law is shown in the extraordinary list of offences for which the judge was ordered
to pronounce sentence of death. They were as follows i —

{ Murder; treason; coining money; arson; rape; sodomy; piracy; forgery;
destroying ships or setting them on fire; bankrupts not answering or concealing
their effects; burglary; highway robbery; house-breaking; privately stealing
r picking pockets above 1s.; shop-lifting above 5s.: stealing bonds, bills,
- bills from letters; stealing bank-notes or bills from letters; stealing above
419& in any house; stealmg above 40s. on a river; stealing linen, etc, from
ing-grounds ; maiming cattle ; shooting at a Revenue Officer; pulling down
, churches, etc. ; breaking down a fish-pond where fish may be lost; cutting
A trees in an avenue, garden, etc.; cutting down river or sea banks; cutting
‘binds; setting fire to corn or coal mines; taking reward for helping another
conceal stolen goods; returning from transportation ; stabbing a person unarmed
die in six months; concealing the death of a bastard child; maliciously

and not dispersing in one hour after proclamation ; accessories to felonies
pital ; smlmg woollen cloths from tenter-grounds ; stealing from a ship
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or dishguring any person; sending threatening letters; riots by twelve .




wvants purloining their masters’ goods, value 40s. ; bail, personating ; escape, breaking

~ prison ; privy councillors, attempting to kill, etc. ; sacrilege ; smuggling by persons

armed, etc, ; robbery of the mail; turnpikes or bridges destroying.

The offences considered as “single felonies” punishable by transportation
whipping, imprisonment, pillory, and hard labour in Houses of Correction, were
as follows : —

R n,«'r'i':'iw"l' I e o

THE PILLORY

Grand larceny, which comprehends every species of theft above the value
of 1s. not otherwise distinguished ; receiving stolen goods; ripping and stealing
lead; stealing from furnished lodgings; setting fire to underwood ; stealing letters;
embezzling naval stores; petty larcenies, or thefts under 1s.; assaulting with
intent to rob; aliens returning after being ordered out of the kingdom ; stealing

fish from a pond or river; stealing roots, trees, or plants of the value of ss.;

stealing children with their apparel; bigamy; assaulting and cutting, or burning
clothes ; coin—counterfeiting the copper coin; marriage, solemnising clandestinely ;
manslaughter ; cutting or stealing timber trees, etc.

2 iﬁ ﬁisﬁ‘ess stcnling ore fmm black lead mines ; smlmg horses, cattle, or sheep ;. ser-

A
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2 Nﬂt fallmved mlsdemeanours punishable by fine, imprisonment, whipping,
d pillory :—
_ Perjury; frauds; conspiracies; assaults; stealing dead bodies; keepers of bawdy
“houses and other disorderly houses ; offences by persons described in the Vagrant
Act, 17 George 11.; lottery illegal insurances; gaming of various descriptions ;
'f.»l_“-atealing cabbages, turnips, growing ; cutting and stealing wood and trees; robbing
-~ orchards and gardens; deer stealing; dog stealing ; setting fire to a house to
- defraud the insurance office; uttering base money; selling base money under its
¥ - denoted value; embezzlements in the woollen, silk, and other manufactures;
artificers and servants in various trades, committing offences; combinations and
conspiracies for raising the price of wages; smuggling run goods, and other
frauds, relative to the Excise and Customs.
These lists are illustrated by a table showing the number, etc,, of prisoners
tried at the Old Bailev from April 1793 to March 1704 inclusive :—

? -g-_é \ Persons convicted and their Puntshmenta.
Eo E 5 e T T S
London, Middlesex £d ] . \ T - -t u By
gl O - SO N CORE LR I P L T IR
TSI : 8% F g8 B3 % 13 i=E | 353 23 £z i3
= | 43 | 3 e ‘ £zl B | gl RERR| 3 | 2% =3
S e | .5 S |- = = EET Ef2.4 £= g - |
= 5% | == - ZE == =5%% ¥ =
; | I '
London Sessions . | 109 70 [ 1 50 10 20 20 ] 5 120
Middlesex and [ | |
Westminster . . | 861 497 62 | 1 17 38 51 49 30 16 364
1060 | 567 ‘ o8 | 2 167 48 8o (] 38 21 403 I

In time of war a large proportion of those condemned to death or to tran-
sportation obtained pardon, on condition of serving in the army or the navy;
a condition frequently evaded on pretence of some bodily infirmity concealed
until discharge. The ease and frequency of obtaining pardon produced the worst
possible effect. The people in the eighteenth century were unfortunately made
to feel that crime was rarely detected—that witnesses could .be bought off; that
the verdict of the jury was uncertain; that juries refused frequently to convict;
- and that sentences, however severe, were constantly set aside or altered. In
5 two years, for instance, August 1792 to June 1794, 822 convicts were pardoned.
% Of these 54 obtained free pardons; 696 were pardoned on condition of serving
‘~.-', in- the army or navy; and 72 had their sentences remitted. When we read

. of the severe discipline. in the Royal Navy and in the Army, of the frightful
~and merciless floggings that were daily carried on, we must remember that

~ whoin nothing could influence but the torture of the cat. Yet, rogues'
and villains as they were, they could fight, and did. Courage they had; the
i irit; so much was left to them after all their degradation. The
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LT The: system of transportation was first begun as a form of punishment in the
‘year 1718, Before this there had been many occasions when transportation was
mﬂoyed for political prisoners. Cromwell sent 2000 Scotch prisoners, after -
 Worcester, to the Gold Coast, where they all speedily perished. There were
polmea! convicts in Jamaica and Barbadoes; but it was not till 1718 that convicts
~ were sent to Maryland and Virginia. Here some of them, after working out
\ ltheu' sentences, became settlers and, one hopes, respectable members of society.
- The system, indeed, seems to have answered very well in those States. The °
~ American War put a stop to it. We then tried the plan of confining the convicts
~to the Hulks or to Houses of Correction. In the year 1787 ‘was commenced a
_ form of transportation, to the infant colony of New South Wales and to
Norfolk Island, a step which takes us out of the history of London.

It was customary for the residents of a suburban village to subscribe in
er to offer rewards for the apprchension and conviction of highway robbers
ind footpads. As yet it had not occurred to them that the money so expended
ould have been more usefully devoted to the taintenance of an efficient police.
~ [Thus we find the following reward offered by the resu‘lt'nts of Islington (ZLondon
\and Middlesex Notebook, p. 28):—
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3. ! “ For apprehending and convicting all or any of the persons who shall wilfully set fire to the house or
~ premises of a subscriber, £30.
i & For apprehending and conm:xing all or any of the persons who shall commit a burglary or robbery,
~ in the dwelling-house of a subscriber, £ 30,
S For apprehending and convicting all or any of the persons who shall commit a murder on the body of
~ @ subscriber, or any of his or her family, L0
' For apprehending and convicting all or any of the persons who shall commit a highway or foot robbery
' upon the person of a subscriber or his or her family, £20.” '

© In 1792 a very important reform in the Police was carried into effect. The
Bt ~ old “Trading Justices” as they were called, the magistrates who received no salary
,’j-;_ ~ but made their incomes by the fines they imposed upon delinquents, were
tf abolished. The system itself was bad from the beginning; it became atrocious %
Gt bY the abuses which crept into it and became common. We have seen that the i

il.‘_-: }*Mf?  watchmen brought the offender before the constable, and the constable brought hlm,.
 before the magistrate. Now, since the magistrate imposed a fine which he. put i into hls-

i

i ~own pocket, the constable naturally thought that he, too, mlght as_ well 1mpoae a0
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3 ilhﬁu observant animal, the watchman drew the same inference with the same
-mvﬂn In fact, every kind of offence could be committed with impunity provided

By the new rulcs the magistrate could impose ﬁnu; but could not receive

them, as they had to be paid into court, the magistrates taking salaries. The
new Police Courts were set up at Queen Square, Great Marlborough Street ;
Hatton Garden; Worship Street; Lambeth Street, Whitechapel; High Street,
Shadwell ; and Main Street, Southwark,

f-:_ ' The system of giving rewards for the apprehension of criminals was examined

by the Committee on the Police of the Metropolis, and their report was ordered

~ to be printed on the 8th of July 1817.

From this we learn that the system of rewards was begun by an Act of William
and Mary, by which any person who should apprehend a robber, and should pro-
secute him to conviction, was to receive £40 reward. By the 6th and 7th William
I11., the same reward was offered for the apprehension and conviction of any
persons engaged in counterfeiting and clipping the coin of the realm. DBy the
sth Anne the same reward was offered for the apprehension and conviction of a
burglar.

By the 14th George 11., cap. 6, £10 was offered for the conviction of every
sheepstealer, etc. By the 15th George Il., cap. 28, the reward of £40 for
counterfeiting gold and silver coin was extended to include 10 for counterfeiting
copper coin. Both these rewards are mentioned by Colquhoun as being then (1796)
still in force. The total annual sum paid in rewards rose rapidly in amount; we
have seen that in 1791 it was £3620; in 1798 they amounted in all to £7770: in
1815, to £18,000.

There was the additional reward of the “ Tyburn Ticket,” of which mention has
been already made. The Committee strongly recommended the abolition of this
reward. Evidence was taken and embodied in the Report. One man swore that
because the reward for apprehending a beggar was £10 the police officers would
give a poor man a penny and then apprehend him for begging. Another and
a third and a fourth deposed to hearing police officers commit perjury against a
prisoner for the sake of the reward.

The arrivals in London every day consisted of those who came by coach ;
those-who came by waggon; those who rode; those who came in post-chaises;

l.L‘- e -and those who came by the coasting vessels. The passengers by sailing ship had
to disembark and land by means of the Thames watermen. The fleecing of the
~ stranger began with the attentions of the watermen. Once the passengers with

:wthen' boxes were landed on one of the quays they were tolerably safe, as the quays

 were in some degree protected from sharks and wolves, water thieves, and land
ﬂﬁéves. Outside the quays they found a hackney coach; and so, if a box or two

":‘
?i(




W the City ; abmlt mﬁmm Whneébapel or Wappi
T thqém by “Y vehicle Gﬂﬁbﬁﬂﬂgﬂd to run the ga et
and its e ‘l‘hcmynrds were ;netawd with gan

'"d’m"d the “swag” once in !-’wr possession, 'into as #aanr'
ﬁmmﬁﬁonm"d with the robl - These shares in the slang ¢
i | d&‘iver QE the . stagc-coach or

wﬂers—a’n W

' u:y on hearing the wel!-known tune. upnn thes hﬁm, with wh:ch
mmﬂ while yet afnroﬁ‘: Emy g‘uard.o’f'!;very coach had ¢
elody, his i Nno a "y, which he. plgyed”
The tune announced the umkwf the coach ; informed. every

oact it was; and warned the {haeves to be on the alem As soon g{
'haa left thé’ﬁnmcle, down came the coachman and climbed i
*ﬁﬁ door after b,tm while he searched the pockcts 1
*stray W behind. They were his perqmsltc, no subseq
: : rmvered things once left behind. Meanum -
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I'The most acﬁve in’ the smashing busmess was thc noble company of .
S word, ﬂﬁlch we have abbreviated to ““cad.” Thes.e fellows professed
 be hanging abodt for six nny jobs, messages, aﬁd errands ; they also touted _ “
hbg','mus, receiving a shilling for every customer or lodger that they brought. »
But it was perfect]y well known that the chief part of their business was that of g
_ail'_nng They not only passed off bad money for good, and forged notes for 2
ood notes, but they sold their bad money to the hackney coachmen, to the ey
pprters, to the guards, to everybody. -There were many ways of smashing; if, 3
or mﬁiﬂce, a half-crown was given to a coachman he generally had a false one e
his hand ‘and presented it, respectfully regretting that his Honour had given {

a bad half-crown \

|

godds (Pz';mm of London, John Bcc, p- 53):—

Fo “I;mm;umﬂqmn woman faints, away they run, to increase the crowd and the confusion ; they
3 cm l,Jm!tlé, and try over | the pockets of unsuspecting persons ; till, at length, having marked out one, the
B 2 shoves him hard up against other persons (usually some of the gang), who naturally repress the
Thus wedged m, thcy neu hit him on the head with a stick, whcn he, to save his hat, or to resent

Mthen r.hl: rogue, who is next to the victim, seizes hasucollnr behind, and drags tmtd the buttons
v is space enough beétween the coat and the body for the accomplice to thrust in his arm.
ted, “hu cﬁﬁr that every other pocket must be liable to a visit, the breeches not excepted.  As he

"mw {hey cbnld steal from thezr master; tﬁe shop . #
t0 be solen—silk handkerchies with the worked
o ; lace rufﬂes _awo:'d-stid;s '



roug| as Ludghﬁe Htﬂ, one mlght ‘have to ﬁght for watch or purse with
club or fists; the very women, the common prostitutes, knew how to handle their
fists and could fight, as well as rob. There was a whole vocabulary, apart from
%e slang Dictionary, of names belonging to the various branches of the rogues’
g _ﬁ‘oﬁasmn. There were, for instance, buffers, caddees, duffers, gaffers, smashers,
~ stashers, nosers, bustlers, kiddies, crimps, bubbles, ring droppers, change ringers,
igarpers, smugglers, stags, trippers, divers, grabbers, shoulderers, and a hundred
- others. The vocabulary is as copious as that of the rogues under good Queen
Bess.
The most remarkable point about these rogues in the year, say, 1790 or 1800,
was the piety of some of them. One man, for instance, a Roman Catholic,
- transported for stealing brass wire from his employer—the robbery having been
ed on for many years—was a shining example of attention to his religious
es. There was a gang of porters who robbed right and left, and kept a depot
for the sale of their goods in Hand Court, Thames Street; after the gang was
b ken up these men were proved to have been strict and outwardly consisteut

. T : i
. q; continued in their rogueries ; works. we know. may be wholly uncmnccted with
faith.

The lawlessness of the mob is ﬂlustrated by the following story from the
' Place Collection :—

“There was a set of 1msmu who chose to hve on the eastern side of the Tower, near the Mint,
and claimed the privilege of being free from arrest for debt. Fellows who fled from their creditors and, as it
appears from the trials of ten of them, were mostly thieves and housebreakers. Among them was one, ;
Mr. Saintive, who had been a Justice of the Peace. The new minters, like the old minters in the borough
of Southwark, assigned certain limits as a boundary within which civil process should not be served, and -
myoﬁmwbodthaampmdmmmwuhmﬁuﬁmh,wupmthepﬂwnofanyonewho
was involved in a mint, was seized and punished. Y

N oo When it had been determined to seize and punish obnoxious persons, they used to sally out in
“considerable numbers and with bludgeons, and followed by an immense mob which encouraged them
% ~in their iniquity and probably protected them. They seized one man at Wapping, another they took o
s-maammwmmdnwﬂmmﬁemummmmwtmmm oy,
- their own laws. One of these miscreants, who was hanged for robbery, acknowledged that ‘during the
,-f;&pehw-mu -hmmmmmmmuﬂwm:mdm

it e 'w"' mmm‘ mm i-,:hu described by one of the
Willn, Joncs—They st me. naked and wore ispenny worth of ods 0 the stumps 3

-~
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¢ .-m qﬂ! t.ben they dnpped the rods in sirreverence. 1 believe 1 received a

: this they put my clothes on again, and some cried, © Damn him, bring him hither ! "
1 was hauled to the side of a pit which was about 6 feet long and 3 or 4 broad. It was filled
pan excrement and other filth, and over it hung the sign of the hand and tipstalf. They threw me
this pit and ducked me overhead several times."”

Let me quote a few cases of prison and of crime :—
- The case of Major Bernardi is very strange and unintelligible. He followed
It'-h"e fortunes of James II. and accompanied the fallen king into France; served
. as a captain, under him at the Battle of the Boyne; and at the reduction of
+ Limerick was permitted to go to France or anywhere else. He proposed to
settle in Scotland ; but the French privateer, in which he embarked, was taken by
an English cruiser. He lost his all, and was sent to the Marshalsea, where
he remained for some time. On his discharge a plot was discovered, or actually
‘broke out, for the murder of King William. In consequence of this discovery a
" reward of £1000 was offer¢d for the arrest of the conspirators, among whose
" names Bernardi found his own. =
1oR No one can pretend to prove or even to describe this case, or to ascertain
~ the share, if any, that Bernardi had in the conspiracy—if there was any
conspiracy. However, he was apprehended with some others, taken to Newgate,
and closely confined in a cell with irons for two years. All this time without
trial. After two years these irons were knocked off, and the prisoners were per-
. mitted to walk in the press yard. They then petitioned the King's Bench to be
. either tried or let out on bail. Bernardi himself set forth that by his imprisonment
. he had lost an estate, which in his absence had been taken by the next-of-kin,
. The petition was refused. A special Act of Parliament was passed, to which
:;_ ‘the King gave his assent, for the continuation of their imprisonment.
There may have been suspicions well grounded enough for the arrest of
pas: Bernardi; but what justification could there be for an Act of Parliament to
' continue his imprisonment without trial. It was in 1696 that he was first
F imprisoned ; when Queen Anne succeeded, another Act of Parliament sanctioned
‘the continued imprisonment; when George I. followed, a third Act was
passed; when George II. succeeded his father, a fourth was asked for
~and passed. Why? This unfortunate man, with his companions, was never let
ﬂut of pnson at aIl He outlived them he lived to the age of enghty tWo.

Eas pnsoners made them all more comfortable. But still, one asks with
: Why? ln a land where lttres de cachet and the bastille were unknown,

tl.i_-'._ e SN 3 | BN



: -ﬁtreet by no means so aristocratic a street as at present. They kept a small
"."‘h’abm‘dashers shop, and they made silk nets, purses, and mittens. They also
took parish prentices, of whom they had five. These five children were treated
~in the most barbarous manner; they had insufficient food; they were made to
work all day long in a tiny room; they were only allowed out once a fortnight;

~and they were cruelly beaten both by the mother, who was a woman of a
,: ,[ﬁendlsh temper, and the daughter. The weakest and most sickly of these
;w-." children was one Anne Naylor; she, driven to desperation by hunger and ill-
_treatment, ran away. She-was, however, caught, beaten, and treated worse than

- ever, while the greatest care was taken lest she should run away again.
She did, however, run away again, but was stopped by the milkman and
~ \brought back to the house, where she was thrown on a bed, and while the old
~ lwoman held her down she was beaten about the body by the daughter. They
lthen hauled her upstairs and tied her fast to the door by a rope round her
paist, so that she could neither lie down nor sit down. She was kept thus for
hree days. On the third day she was so feeble that she sank down hanging
y the zope round her waist. The children were fr:ghtened and called out
“Miss Sally! Miss Sally! Nanny does not move.” The girl ran up crying
lthat she would soon make her move. Accordingly she beat the poor dead
«child about the head with the heel of her shoe; but finding that she really did

~ ‘not move, she called her mother. ’

| First they sent the children downstairs; then they took the body into the
,garret they left it there for two months; it became then necessary to get it out
of the house. The old woman, therefore, carried the body all the way from
~ Bruton Street to Chick Lane, West Smithfield, where there was a gully hole

i

;}',,.. by which the kennel water ran into the Fleet. She intended to throw the body, .

L:,—F ‘which she had cut up, through the gul]y hole, but could not, on account of the
 grating. She therefore left the remains in the mud before the grating and went
PP “home. The body was found one night by the watchman and carried to the
‘{ ~workhouse, where the case was put into the hands of the coroner. He supposed

m ~ that it was a body lately used for dissection by a surgeon, and ordered it to be -
'F - buried without inquiry. So far, therefore, the murderer seemed safe, Now, °

(

" These two women lived together, being mother and daughter, in Brutonj"_

e alﬁmugh the daughter, was by this time past nineteen years of age, the mother
- used to beat her as if she had been a child. The daughter, in order to terrify
- her into milder behaviour, threatened to accuse her mother of murder and to
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vide -'sgamst ﬁef Thxs threat rendered their animosities more bitter
ihﬂrhi'cm miserable,

o -house took another in Hill Street, and carned away the d1ughtcr mlh him, as
his mistress or his servant. Probably the former, as she is described as a girl
~of remarkable personal attractions. T'hey were followed by the old woman, who
~came every day to abuse Rooker and her daughter, and to create a disturbance,
‘To get her out of the way Rooker took a house in the country but was speedily
' found out and again assailed by the old woman, who seems to have become mad
~  with ungoverned rage, so that the girl went in terror of her life. At last,
* thinking that her evidence would be accepted, she communicated to Rooker the
] whole story of the murder. Rooker wrote down what he had been told, and
. communicated the facts to the parish of Tottenham High Cross, by which the
- girl had been put out as apprentice.

The next step was the arrest of the woman and” the evidence of two of the
girls who had been her apprentices; the daughter was also examined and
-~ dismissed. On further evidence, however, she was arrested and taken to the
; Gatehouse, Westminster. At the trial her mother declared that the girl had

e had a fit and run away. The daughter related the whole truth, only laying the
t;*_-- whole blame upon her mother. The girls, however, showed that she had been
33 as active as her mother in the ill-treatment of the child; finally they were both

convicted and sentenced to be hanged.

B Even then their hatred towards each other was so great that they had to be
© separated. The evening before their execution the mother fell into some kind
F_E:.‘j.' of fit or convulsions, and remained unconscious to the end. The daughter, who
HJ was present, took no notice, and continued to talk with a friend who had come
ﬁ‘ to say farewell to her. She continued to the last to declare her innocence.

_ There are always, in every great town, places by common consent given
over to the haunts of criminals. Turnmill Street and the vicinity of Fleet
Ditch; the Seven Dials; parts of Westminster; the Mint, Southwark: the
- eastern side of Tower Hill; have all, in their turn, been notorious as the refuge
and residence of criminals. When the executive is strong the herding together
of criminals presents the advantage that they can easily be found when they

4&@1 the greater ease when rogues meet together. Among the more noterious
“these places in the last century was the ravern called the ‘Red Lion, near
ron Hill, of which Timbs gives a description which may be quoted as an

e of a rogues' haunt :—
. ' : 46
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' ~wanted. . The disadvantage is that robberies are concerted and designed -



: ﬁthnugb it was repenmdly searched by the pohce, he was never duscovemd until his hiding- pla.ce m
~ divulged by one of its inmates.  Jones was concealed by parting off a portion of a cellar with brickwork,
u==1 Jl'dl bmwed with soot and dirt, to prevent. detecnon This cell, or den, was about four feet wlde by

’.}“ !ﬂ& out next l:o the m&eu. Part of a butcher’s steel was found here, the handle marked, Benjamin
~ Turle, July 19, 1781. It is said to have belonged to a butcher, a man of bad character, who, about
- that period, or somewhat later, suffered the last penalty of the law. One room, which was used as a
0 chandler's shop, by way of blind, was provided with a trap-door, through which both thief and boaty
&mld immediately be lowered to a cellar beneath, and might thence pass by a plank over Fleet Ditch and
gain a refuge in some of the alleys inhabited by other “family people,” as they are termed, which com-
. municate with Cow-Cross. It was here that a sailor was robbed, and afterwards flung naked through an .
E ape:ture in the wall into the Fleet, for which crime two men and a woman were transported. A skull
= ;ndnmnemus bones were found in the cellars.  The wretched place was said to have been the rendezvous
[ | of Jonathan Wild, and often the hiding-place of Jack Sheppard and Jerry Abershaw. Many a foul deed
| had doubtless been there planned and decided on.  On one occasion the police had surrounded the = :
| _house to take a thief, whom they knew to be there, but he made his escape in their actual presence. ;,b;-
~ Another escape was made by a trap-door beneath a bed. 1In this house a gang of coiners carried on ,"‘&%

e
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| their nefarious work. There was a private still, communicating with the sewer jyand in a garret was a
- secret door which led to the roof of the next house.”

Let us attend a sitting of the Court known as the Old Bailey in the yeé.r _. 41
1730. or there.abouts. This court is held about eight times a year, so that at the .-:'-_-';': |

(2]

one after the other, on the filthy binding of a great leather-cased Bible chained to
their box—the leather is black with countless lips. They take their seats and wmt,
s the arrival of the judges. The witnesses called for the cases down on the list are
atandmg about the doors waiting to gtvc their ewclence, they mostly show that: o

i ‘wait before his case comes on. The ]I.Il'y, before the Court commences, are sworn,
1
1

L"

e ,pi;nd talking to each other; the gallery asmg’ned to the general public is crammed
fmth the people who always attend to hear the capital charges—nearly all the t';asﬁ)L 3
:‘ - are capital—and to gaze upon the pr:sgner with the curiosity naturally attaching 1 3

~ man who will before long be sentenced to hanging. How does he take it?
hng? Like a man 4 Wnth a langh? Wxtb a whu‘.c faue and trembimg lambs?-

; :-the“' purses and wau:hes were taken from them The counsel are fluttering pa.pm:s :




: the Lord Mayor, the aldermen, and the
s! riffs, mth the Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. They take their
r&am, bowmg to the counsel. The clerk calls the name of the first prisoner, who is
ught out and placed in the dock. Then the clerk reads the indictment

J’Bau' most carefull; tied back and powdered th(. poor w ruch in the dock appeared
- with a three weeks' beard growing over chin and lips; his long hair, which should
~ have been light, even yellow, hung over his shoulders in lank locks, matted,
- 'uncombed. in rats’-tails, filthy;: his face was ghastly white under the dirt which
é;“ covered most of it; his lips trembled and his teeth chattered: his eyes were
5{ unnamrally bright. His frame—a strong and stalwart-frame six feet high and three
. feet broad—shivered and shook ; he caught hold of the spikes in front of him for
g support. He looked round him as one who, in spite of his bright eyes, really heard
B and understood nothing.
'.-"T;_-* As for his clothes, they consisted of a shirt, or perhaps it was once a jacket,
hanglng upon him in rags, and a pair of leathern breeches tied with a thong,—
__-".f‘nothlng else. The man was stricken with an attack of gaol fever, which made him
o ~ foolish as well as cold ; his mind was wandering ; he brought into the court with him
',l ~ amost dreadful reek or stench of the place whence he had been taken. It was the
- ‘fcvensh breath of the gaol which spoke through him, crying, ** This is the air that
il{.‘ ,;gmur prisoners have to breathe, In this they have to live as long as your h.mgman

- gm them live, This is the deadly brcath of Newgate.” As it rolled in invisible

18 All recognised that reek and stench for the breath of gaol fever—infectious,
tal ; the wretch whose life was to be taken away by force of law might console

with the hought that he would not die unavenged ; for the smell of him was

: wlfh pestﬂence. and those who looked upon him in life to-day m;ght stand

i ;n the other world to-morrow, hurried away by the reek of prison.

The rags of the prisoner had been presented to him by the other prisoners ;

‘

| no moneyfor garmah either for tumkeys or prisoners; he was therefore




‘}(
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;_‘-‘vgty mmman one of h:ghway robbery, and the prisoner did not belong to any of

s ﬁle London gangs, and was in no way distinguished or famous or interesting.

Herely a common rogue. He pleaded ** Not Guilty.” The prisoner was inaudible,
~in fact he said nothing because he understood nothing. But the turnkey spoke for :
hlm The trial went on. There was no defence. The prisoner seemed to listen
_ stnpldly, holding on to the spikes and sometimes reeling for weakness; but he
~ neither heard nor understood ; he was quite a common, ignorant man ; through the
fever and the starvation and misery of prison he had ceased to care for anything;
" none of the witnesses were cross-examined—how could he examine them? There

.‘: - '{ras no counsel for the defence. Indeed, had there been any counsel, he would not
- have been allowed to address the jury in defence of the prisoner.

It is hardly credible that this most wonderful dlsabxllty actually existed, and was

- ~only abolished by the Prisoners’ Defence Act in the year 1820, within the memory-
BI" of living men. Sydney Smith it was who first preached against this wicked and
- cruel law. He pointed out that, while in any court where property was concerned,

- counsel was heard on both sides, in that court where human life was concerned,

 counsel were forbidden to speak. He showed how a prisoner, ignorant, unable
 to speak, unaccustomed to marshal facts, to weigh evidence, or to consider

probabilities, was perfectly incapable of defending himself against counsel for
the prosecution, whose sole purpose, for his own reputation, was to win the case,
Sydney Smith’s words were eloquent, but they availed nothing for a time.

In this case the man was wholly inarticulate ; he could say nothing ; he might
_have pleaded poverty and destitution and starving children, but the plea would have

"’5 availed him nothing ; he was found guilty ; in fact, there was never any doubt about.

 his case at all. The judge put on the black cap. When he came to the words, 3

M

"That you be hanged by the neck until you are dead—dead—dead "—the turnkey \
shpped a string over the prisoner's thumb and tightened it, thereby illustrating the
~meaning of the words, and showing that as he tightened the loop of string over the
phsoners thumb so should the rope round l:ns neck be tightened at Tyburn Tree.

]udge with a more merc:ful law. who would call that pnsoner away by a less |
death that very night.

He was suoceeded by another fellow—-a strappmg wgorous young fellow :
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. tﬁe dﬂck and bt‘ought with him another and a fuller breath
- He was charged with shop-lifting ; he had stolen something from a
iter, valucd at 3s.—a capital offence. However, the jury were unwilling to hang
:__aﬁnea lad for so small an offence. Therefore, in the teeth of the evidence, they
Mht in a verdict of “ Not Guilty,” He stepped down jauntily and made for the
door, but the turnkey laid his hands upon him. * Stay,” he said, ** where are your
s .'h‘djﬂes "? “How can | pay your dues? I have no money.” * Then you must wait
ﬁH you can get some. Go back to the prison—pay me my dues. You will stay
‘there till you do.” So with a woeful countenance the poor wretch went back to
prison. The gates closed upon him; gaol fever very soon carried him off. As for
% _the turnkey, that injured officer never got his dues at all, and the world outside
~ saw no more of that man who was acquitted. 1 belicve that he was in truth a
~  rogue in grain as much as the fellow condemned to die. Yet, being acquitted,
.~ surely he ought to have been allowed to go.
i This monstrous cruelty was finally stopped by Alderman Brown, Lord Mayor

. in 1733 His biographer thus relates the Act, which indeed was a notable Act, and
~ worthy of preservation in our records.

“ Hefore we divest him of his office (Lord Mayor, 1733) twould be as injurious as anything could be to
e his memory, not to let him put in his claim, as principal, in an act of mercy, which arose wholly from
'- himself, for which multitudes of miserable wretches have been obliged to him, and have had cause to bless
his name, and whilst the state of wickedness in London and Middlesex continues i the like situation it
\ has been in, or is at present, much greater numbers will undoubtedly have reason to bless his name, and
- remember his conduct upon that account with great thankfulness and gratitude.
This was the well-known regulations of the Sessions house at the Old Bailey, which proceeded from
: his own just way of thinking and the tender sentiments of a compassionate heart, for the distressed and
ik unhappy. When an accused person was upon trial at the Old Bailey and acquitted, he was obliged to pay
 the fees of Newgate or to go back for want of money, where many poor souls perished in prison for no
. other crime perhaps but poverty.
=~ To put a stop to such terrible cruelty, he procured it to be established by order of the Court, an
~ order which, as we are in a Christian country, 'twould be a shame to us, should not prevail all over the
kingdom, that when any accused persons were acquitted by their country, they should instantly be
.~ difcharged in court, without paying any fees upon any account whatever, and it has been strictly adhered to
. ever since.”

ety 1‘..' I-,;jgm. 5 3 e ol e

S Sl = SARES S il e = g = < =



ni—tﬂTER m ;

: '_ mw Immes msons __

; s lmgr.rmg about thesr foul cells and unvenular.cd wards.
»d, was no new thing. _lt hovemd about our pnsons for many centunes, a_n
;a- most u:mblc scourge.

the eom't. 50 that the Lord Mayo;'. one of thc aldermen. Sn' Tho.ni.
the Chtef jl.mme of Common le»g Mr. Brown. clerk Mr. Cox, unﬂ




