
CHAPTER XI 

FAil,S 

TUE London Fairs were both nUlllerous and important. The most ancient date 
from a time when certain commodities could Lc brought to lhe fair, and CX1Jost::d for 
sale, which could not be Lrought there at any other Lime. Thl1s at the great fairs 
of Winchester, CheSler, Stourbridgc, and other coun Lry fairs the merchants from 
London and e lsewhere brought goods which the people could not buy at any other 
time, because there werc no shops at which everything could be gO l a ll the year 
round. Thus at Winchester, every year, the whole country-side gathered together 
to wdcomc the merchants who Hocked thithe r from all C} uarlc:: rs. The booths or 
stalls werc ranged in streets; the trade of the city was suspf!ndcd; the government 
of the cit)' p:lsscd into the hands of the Dishup. and for a fortnight the fair was 
carried on. 

The fairs of London liid not generally last so long. nor werc they important, 
for the simple n:!ason that they were not so much want(x l. Thus the Fair of 
St. I3artholomcw. This fair was proclaimed, thal is, opened, 011 the Eve of St. 
Bartholome w, and it continucd for two days after. TIH: fair itsel f was to he held 
within the precincts of the Priory, to which the toll s had been given, and it was a 
cloth fair. 

The whole reason for holding the fair at all was tht! sale of cl()th. \Vhen the 
.fair was first instituted the manufacture of cloth, (~.\:cept of a \'ery coarse and 
.common kind , was not carried on in this countr),. The people wore a cloth of warm 
make, but it was not the fine cloth manufactured by the" drapiers" -of Hrugcs. Ghent, 

Ypres. That was brought over in the fine summer weather in ~lime for the 
of England-for St. Bartholomew's in August: St. Giles's, \Vinchcstc r, in 

:<$eptetnber; for Stourbridge also in September. The rair was then a perfectly 

~'>us com.hercial institution; the cloth merchants exhibi ted their wares within the 
i/lii!;fn.ctii" of the Priory ; at night the gates were closed; the Prior received the tolls. 

d"otside the' Priory. in the open space of West Smithfield, where the horse races 
ii:h.,11d and criminals were hanged, among the ponds and elms of that open area, 

" fair grew up; a fair at first tolerated and then compelled to pay tolls to the 

.' 
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!.city\'~!f;<if wheo:e ',,,,,,,,Ie sl,t#S oPbooth.~jbj~ t!)ingsof ~~eroy ,kind rO~$ale; , a 
'; 'falr.· ·~~ _.>whiCh atjwseinents •. ~ho~s.. feats ' ~of '~skitl . and CU~riing~ dancing, singi~,_', 
'mumming, music, feasting, gambling, and drinking went on aU day and all night
"during the three days of the fair. When the English cloth began to be as good ~s 
'the Flemish that reason for its existence was gone, because good cloth could be 
plIrchased all the year round. It then became a place. so far as the trading part was 
concerned, at which lace, gold and silver things, jewellery, and fineries of every kind 
were exposed for sale. People of fashion, however, came less often to the fair, and 
the better sort of trade disappeared. Thus the Looths contained toys, walking 
sticks, buckles and buttons, hosiery, second-hand clothes, gingerbread, and things to 
eat and drink. These are the stages of a fair :-First. its staple; next, its general 
trade; thirdly, its appeal to children and the lower class. All this time its shows and 
amusements are growing more and more the. principal object of the rair. 

Many names are associated with Bartholomew Fair. It was on the opening 
day of the rair. on the eve or St. Bartholomew. that the merchants and the 
mummers witnessed a sight at the hearing of which the ears tingle and the cheek 
grows hot, even arter a\l these years: for on that August day was \Villiarn 
'\VaJIace dragged on his back by the tails of horses to the elms at Smithfield. 
There, amidst the acclamations or the multitude. to whom the renowned Scottish 
knight was a monster. 11(~ was taken from the horses and h'lnged upon the gallows, 
to be cut down while still living and uisembowelled before the whole people. \Vas 
there any who had pity on him? Not one, I think. The peolJie had been told 
terrible things of his cruelties. They looked on, and they applaudeJ. And as soon 
as the show was over, they rurnt:J to their other shows. and to the guitar and the 

' singing~woman. 

Morley, in his hislor)' of Bartholomew Fair, says th<lt the business of the fa ir 
'did not begin till the Mayor had read the proclamation. My own recollection of a 
similar custom in another town is, that when the l\!Jayor had placed a white glove on 
a pole before the Guildhall. the fair technically began ; but it really began on the 
morning of the first day, and that this was the case with the Smithfield Fair I feel 
sure. 

By time-honoured cus~om wrestling for prizes was held on St. Bartholomew's ' 
Day; on the day following there was shooting. 

Ben Jonson's name is for ever connected with the fair. In his immortal play 
we can learn the kind of trade, the amusements, the trading folk, the v,jsitors, the. 
show folk, the magistrates of the Pie Powder ·Court, and ",11 the humours of the fait .. 
There were hobby-horses, gingerbread, ballads, mouse-traps. purses, pouches, 'pin~ , 

cases, pipes. singing birds, toys, dogs, velvet 'caps, tqbacco, trinkets, and so ~.i;/ 
And all the shows and t~e fea,stings off roast . pig, and the villainies and the cut!~ 
purses and the fools-arc they not written in Ben JOfiiOn'~' p~ay? 



FAIRS 

It scem~ surprising thut Cromwell did not suppress the fair; the theatre, 
'indeed, was suppressed, but not the fair, Ilor the other shows. It was impossible, in 

fact, to 'suppress the merriment and joyousness of YOllth. The prohibitior. of the 
theatre was evaded in many ways. One Rob~~rt Cox, for instance, wrote" tlrol!s" 
which were acted under the name of ropc-dancin,t.:'; )'ct <Iclors were liable to be 
publicly whipped and their audience to be fined five shill injZs apiece The general 
feeling of tht: country was in their favour; Latly Holland was not the only person of 
co,~dition who secretly harboured actors. 

There wefe wonders and wild beasts exhibited at the fair : a camel in 1650; 
a girl,without any bones in 1667.---thi5 was nt the sign of the Shoe and Slap; the 
dancing mare ; the child born back to hack with a li ve hear ; the quack and the 
mountebank ; the giant and the dwarr ; the dou ble g irl ; the man ..... ith one head and 
two bodies; th( ~ man whose body was only 21 inches hig·h. but hi~ arm s or the 
ordinary kngth; the gril ~lacing Spaniard; tht.: fairy, a hundred anti (lrty ycars of 
age; the hermaphrod ite; the German woman Wilhl'illt hands or fee l; the trans
parent child; the child with three It:gs. 

It was lIot to be expected th'at the racetious Ned \Vard would neglect the 
opportunity presented by the fair (or his lively pen . H e describes the place in 
1699. There are thp. actors in their t insel and fine ry strulling abolll on the platrorm 
outside the theatres; the Ilwrry-a ndn!w with his unclean jt:sts; the rabble looking 
on; the rope-dancers in their booth. where the women stood un their heads and the 
girls on the rope doffed their petticoats; the booth whert:: thc), played <.l droll callctl 
the" Devil of a \Vire," but so clumsily that the writer alllilsed himself by guessing 
their daily trades. "I fancied. while they were playing, that I heard some of 'em 
crying Flay Brooms, some Klli,',·~· Iv Grind. and others Cltimllt')' S'lJ..'t·{t; while 
their ladies were making Ill) concert with RIl)1 III)' ClI{lIJllbrrs I(J Pickle, and Hcu's 

your ,'art floltaud Sorks, Jour pair Jor a ~(,;h. iltj'l:J;." They think of gelling some 
roast pig. but the dirt and stench of the cook-shops dri ve them out; they repair to 

a theatre and see Doggett in a play auout Friar Balm anJ the I){!vil; they visi t a 
waxwork show and a music booth ; they notice the merry-go-rou nds. called by 
them whirligigs; they sec puppet shows; they go into raffling shops; and they flnc! 
out a gamLling den. 

The following is a picture. in tolerably bad verse, or Barthnlumew's Fair in 
, 76'2. It was written by George Alexander Stevens:-

" Here was, first of all, crowds ag"ainst mher crowds dr i.in!;. 
like wind and tide mee ting. each commrr strh·in..: ; 
Shrill fiuuling, sharp fi.:-hting. and .shoutio~ ancl shriekinl{ 
Fifes, trumpet!!, rlmms, ba.o:Vipes, ami l.lllrrt)\\".l{iJ"l~ .~quc;tkin!: , 
• Come, my rare round and sound, hcre'~ dl'\icc flf fint' warc, ' 
Though all was not sound sold at ilartholomew Fair. 
There was drt.lll ~, hornpipc-dlulcing, and showing of postun·s, 
Will\ frying black-puddings, and opening of oysters; 
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W ih salt.OOltts, .mo' .... and pllcry fl'llk • ..qua'o\ling; 
The tap.houtt guN .roanns, IlRd moutb.pieccl bIIwhn(; 
l' tm!>!>, pawnbrokers. '!I1.r01kl'l\ lat landladies., sailon., 
&1I,u, ~II~ JilLS, jockeY'! thieves, tumblers, and tayklrs, 
Here'. Punch'. wbole pillY of lhe Gunpowder Plot, 
Wild beast. alllllin:, ::tnd llCaae-pudding nil hOI, 
Vine saut.'\~"et' fried, and the black on the wire i 
The ",·hole caun. of France, and nicC' pig Itt the fire: 
Hero's the up-and .. do,,·ns, \\"ho'l\ take 11 lItal in the cha;r? 
Th('O' lht'I't'." more up...and-do","ns thnn al Barldmcw Vail', 
Hcrt' Wbillington's cat, Md the Ulil dromedary, 
The cbntIC ",i!llOm hones, !lnd Qu~n of lIunlr-'ry ; 
Here'. the mcrry-go-rounds, 'Come, who ridt's; come, \\'ho rldcl, Sir? 
Wine, beer, alt. nnd cakes, tire..eating bcside5, ,iI', 
Thc (am'd learned dog, thnl enn le1\ all his letters i 
And lIOme men, 1\8 lICholl'll"l, are nOI milch Ius bcl\crs." 

• 

In the Rowlandson. Pugin series of pictures is one of Banholomew Fair, pub
lished by Ackerman in 1808. The time is evening; the moon is struggling through 
the douds; the tower of S1. Banholomew-the-Great is visible on the right beyond 
lhe Hospital, of which a small part only is shown; the fair is lit up by a blaze of 
light from the shows. Of these the most important is Richardson 's Theatre_ 
Three or four of the actors are s trutting about on the platform and the people arc 

I streaming up lhe steps. The theatre is decorated outside with green and pink 
hangings and yellow columns striped with red. Behind it is another show of a 

I 
smaller kind, probiibly exhibiting contortionists and tigh t-rope dancers, one of whom 
is standing on his head to give the people a taste of the wonders within. Then 
follows another theatre of humbler pretensions; the whole company apparen tly 
are exhibiting themselves outside. Lastly, there is a wild beast show with the usual 
pictures outside. Tbe from of the picture is an animated scene filled with hundreds 
of figures. There is the merry-go-round propelled by men, 110t by steam, and 
furnished with sedan-chairs for the ladies a5 well as hobby-horses for the men; there 
is the woman with the roulette t.1.ble; there is the woman frying sausages; there is 
rhe apple-woman with her barrow; there is the woman with her pack-ass laden with 
fruit ; the ballad singer; the milk woman; the oyster woman. Here are the 
swings; here there is a figh t ; here there is the fellow with his arms round the girl ; 
here the fiddler with his dancers; here--onc knows not why-march two soldiers 
playing fife and drum followed by an officer with a drawn sword. The picture is 
fuH of life, movement, and noise. The artist has omilled the drink, of which there 
was plenty, and he has omitted the lines of booths and stalls. 

After the Restoration the fair was extended frol11 three to fourteen days. In 
1708 it was again reduced to three days. In 1769 1he Mayor endeavoured to keep 
some onler by appointing 72 special constables; he also prohibited the performance 
of plays and stopped the gambling tables. The most lawless acts of violence, 
robbery, and even murder cont inued at the fai r. It is sometimes stated that the 
fair gradually dwindled away to nothhlg. The dwindlinG' had not begun in 1828, 





when the receipts of the various shows prove that a very large sum of money
£4855-was spent in sixpenny and thrc{'penny admission fees for the shows alone. 
of which there a re enumerated sixteen. 

The theatrical history of the fair is cu ri ous. but I cannnt find space for it here. 
The Drury Lane Company always sent a dctarhmcnt to perform at the fair. 
PenkethIllan, the popula r comedian, pld}'cd at the fair , wh!·rc he had his own booth. 
Doggclt. when managtr of Drury Lane. had his lJOoth at the fair. Elkanah Settle 
wrotc for the fair. Cibbtr. ;\lrs. Pril ch::ml. Yale,"" .lIld Shutt" r wert: ,lnlong the 
actors at thc fair, G<J.y"s h't;egar';s Opera \\<15 played at tht.; fdir. Il en r)" Fielding 

is said by ~ I orley to have been the proprietor or joint manager of a the'llrical booth 
for nine rears. It is st range that this g-encral1}, careful hi!JLOrian did 110t remember 
there migh t be morc than one Fidding living a t any tinw li e confuses Il en ry 
F ielding- the noveli'St, dramatist, and magi::.trate with one Timothy Fielding. an 

actor. 
The fair Listed in full swing through th" (·ig-hlt.:!illlh ccntury· it ht.;calllc, how. 

ever, <111 intolerable lluis<ll1l..:e: in li<)8 it \\;,is prol'(lstd to aboli .. h it. I'tlr thirty 
years longer it continued. Then the Coqlor;llioll took !itront;' l1ll!aSlIri.:'i. They 
doubled lhe rl!1ll of the ground. Th~n the' ..,ho\\'s di<;,Ll'l'carcd. The Cdr drag'g"ed 
on with a few merry-go-rounds and two or three g ingt' r-!m;ad sla l1 s. In IS55 it was 

proclilinu:d for the Last time. 
The other fairs of London of It.;ss imporlance rna} be jMssed on:: r with a few 

words for each. 
'1 ht.; fair of \\·cstminster was founded, in the ye:l r I ~_~8, by llenr;, "1. , with 

the suicidal inlClllion of d.Llllaging the City uf Londult dnd stlting up a ri"al to her 
trade, 

T he citizens redeemed their libt.;rty of tr;ulc flll" £~(l()Q. The fair, howevc r, 
cont inued: first in St. f'olargarct's Churchyard. ~ntl aftcn\;trtb in TOlhill Fields. 

St. Katherine's Il ospital had also the righ t of holding a fair t:\'\ . .: ry ),c<lr, Thi!i 
is comf1lonly cidled the T ower Ilil1 Fair; bUl it wa .. held outside the walls," OPIJosite 
to the Abbey of Graces," or Eastminster. 

In the year 1462 Edward IV. g ranted a chartcr for th{~ holding of a fair 
in Southwark on the 7th, 8 th. and 9th dars of St·ptelllbcr. This fair, n(!.'(t in 
importance to I3artholomew Fai r, was called the Lady Fair. ) logarth 's picture 
seems to tell us all that need be told about the fair. T o be sure he presents the 
more cheerful side of a fair : tha t the stage gives way and the unfortunate actors 
are thrown sprawling is meant a..<; a comic episode, Beneath the stage is il drinking 
crib ; a brazt!n-faced and handsome damsel beats the Jrum and bawls the name of 
the piece they are to act ; a couple of countr)" lads gale stupidly into he r face; he re 
is a man with a peep-show; here is a waxwork show ; here anothe r theat re; here is 
the master of fence ; here is the n)' ing man. But this is by daylight. At night 



there ,,"-as anoth.er scene, which even · Hogarth ' dId n~)t venture to paint. it w~S" , 
abolished ill (762 by an order of the Court of Common Council. 

A. ,fair, the memory of which has almost perished, was held on the site which 
afterwards became St, James's Market. That too is now gone. The centre of the 
fair. however, was that ground now occupied by St, Philip 's Church, Waterloo Place. 

The fair was granted to the Leper Hospital of St. James, which preceded 
St. James's Palace, in the year 1290, to be kept on St. James's Day, the 25th of July
at first for six days, but afterwards for fifteen days. All the London fairs became the 
haunt of ever), (orm of vice and villa.iny; but, (or some rcason unknown, that of 
51. James's surpassed the rest. It was suppressed by Parliament in 1651; it 
was restored in 1660. In 1661 it is recorded that the fair was held for the usual time, 
but that" many lewd and infamous persons" wcre taken and committed to the I·louse 
of Correction. In J 664 it was suppressed, but revived again. nnd ngain suppressed. 

May F air was held every year in the month of May. I uo not find any mention 
of a charter or foundation of the fair. It seems to have originated in the spOrt of 
May Day in tht: ficld ~ call(!d Brookele1ds, through which mil the T )'Lufil stream . 

. The "~air la'>led six teen days: the first three days Were days of serious trade, namely. 
lin cattle ami le.aher; the rest of the time was dc\'ott:d to amusements, with the 
~ ines of booths. the theatres, and the shows, which in disg ust wen.: transfcrreu to 
Smith field. There were continual complaints of disorderly behaviour at the fair. 
lit was abol ished in the year I io8 ill consequence of il Grand J ury presentment :-
, .. That, being sen.sible of their duty, to make pn:st:lltnH!T1t of such matters and 
:things that were public enormiti~s and inconveniences, and being encollrageli b)' the.: 
.example of the worthy magistracy of the City of London in'.thei r latc proceedings 
against Uartholomew Fair, did present, as a public nuisance allli inconvenience, lht.: 
yearly riotous and tumultuou~ assembly in a place called Brookfield, in lh<: parish of 
Sr. Martin-jfHhe-Fidds, called May Fair, III which place Illany 100:;(;, idle, and 
d isorderly persons did rende;wous, draw, and allure young persons, servanls, <lnd 
others to meet there to game and commit lewdnt:ss," t~ l C, 

It was revived a few years later, and continued till the year ' 760. when it was 
finally abolished. 

There remain the fairs of the suburbs within our limits. T here wt::re fairs at 
Stepney. Grt.'enwich, Charlton, Camberwell, and Peckham, The fair of Stepney 
w-.s of la te date: it was granted by Charles II. in ,664. Greenwich Fair was of 
ancient origin. J t was celebrated on ~Thit Monday ; and as that day is the greatest 
holiday of the year to Londoners, Green\\'ich Fair was always a place of resort. It 
possessed the double attraction of a fair with the usual accompaniments, and a park 
with a hill down which the young people used to run hand in hand screaming. The 
dancing-booths of Greenwich were more famous than the theatres. I remember: 
visiting Greenwich Fair as a boy, but I do 110t remember at the fair Richardson's·. 
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.Theatre, of which "I Have a distinct remembrance at POrlsdown and POrISIIlf)Ulh 

"Fairs. The noise and disorders of the p!aCt caused its supprcs~ i ()Il. 

Horn Fai r, Charlton, has also been suppressed, I suppose, from a simila r cause. 
It was held on the 18th of October, St. Luke's Day. Everybody whf) went then: 
carried a horn , not knowing in the least why. T he reason was that in picturc~ 

representing St. Luke it horned ox's head WitS always placed at tht: corner. 
Cambcrwell Fair was hdd fwm the 9th to the 30th of August; ;1I1d Peckham 

followed, I think , with a fair of a week. 

It will now be seen that the Lonuoll ci tizen, from the thirteenth to lht lIinelcdh 
century, had many opportunities of spending his tim{~ and his mOllcy ill the riot and 
debauchery or the fair. Thus, on the (u'st fortnigbt in [Vlay, he would uegin the 

season with May F air. On \Vhit i\lunday, then.: was Cn:t.:nwich. At tht: end of 
J Hly there was St. James's I~)r three weeks. Early in ;\lIgust. Cam!lf:n .... el1 Gn..:cn 
invited his assistance; 011 the 2,;rd there IJcgan the three delirious days of 
U.lrthololllt..:W; then canH.: distallt Peckham; tilt: La:])' Fair was hdd on the ith, 
8th and the 9th of September; T uthill Fair began Oil tht.: 13th of October and 
lasted thret: weeks ; and Horn Fair joyously closed the season. I have not 
counted Stepney, because it WilS never a gn.:at fair; nor Croydon nor Barnet, which 
are ou tside our limits. Nor have I included" Gooseherry Fair "-tlll: row of booths 
and shows and d1e<ltrcs which \V{!rc allo,\'ed to stand along Tottenham Court Road 
before it was built upon. T here were no fewer than cighly-l\\"O days uetween the 
ueginlling of ;\lay and the t..:lld of Ot.: tol)t~r which mighl b(~ spenl at fairs. 



e RI\IE , POLICE, JUSTI CE, llEBT(WS' PRISU1\S 



CHAPTER 

TliE MOll 

:.IN the eighteenth century the pO\vcr and the unruly condition of the London mob. 

which had been s tead ily increasing with the population ant! exten t of the City. beca me 

absolutely intolerable. Yet an efficiellt police was not. (~slnb l i shcd till well on in the 
,nt:xt cen tury. I will here cons ider some of the stories f) ( violence and turbulence 
connected with th t: rule of the mob, whenever, which wa!'! not sddotll. the mob for a 

while gOt its own way. 

As regard s the alleged villainies of " Mohocks and H awkabi les," they did not 
belong [0 the mob, but to the beller (!) class. Uesides. these acts were ahogcther 
due to imagination and to te rror : no one, in spite of large rewards offered, was ever 
prodtlced who could show a nose fl attened or slit, or the bare place where the ears 
once had beell. Yet what was the condi tion of the to\\'11 when sllch things were 
readily bdievcd? The disorders, however, which really occurred were s'Aficientlr 
serious, one woulJ think , to keep the friends of order ill constant alarm. For 
instance, upon the accession of George I. , rhe mob, for some reason or other, 
presumably because the king could makt: no pretence at all to be an Englishman or 
to speak English-yet how did they know that ?-and perhaps becaust:! all foreigners 

: .alike in the eyes of lhe Londoner were despicable creatures, chose to take every 
.opportunity-as tbe birthdays, accession days, coronation days, and so forth, while 
l heir betters were going off to hear services and to attend banquets- to insult, deride, 
,~ri9 revile His Majes ty. When this had been going on for some time, <Lnd showed 
~110 prospect of abatef!1ent, some of the citizens, fri ends of the Government, formed 
l.the~n5elves into a very r~markable association; for they repaired every night to 
f:~ai"n: . " mug.hotises," where nothing but .alt:: was called for, and there they drank, 
~~g~:and . liltened to the tuneful notes of a harp, prepared at a moment 's notice to go 
ieW/aod " m~et the mob. When the mob, in fact, ot!cam.e disorderly in tht: streets, 
~~:~~ii~'Oi sons ·o'r harmony sallied forth to hght them. For the better success of 
~:~~lry!. ·every mug.hQuse was provided with good stout cudgels, and plenty of them. 
~lth.:w help :~ these cudgels, they generally sueceeded in dispersing the crowd. 

'" 



• Iirok,on~".'l;a<M)iruli~s ·:in 
arm)' of disorder, ~he·r~fore. '· ·,."nougn 

' ~h'ey ca!ne out one fine c \'cning in July: many thousands strong. armed with 
,cudgels. and they attacked one or tht! mug·houscs-that in Salisbury Court, Fleet 
Street. The landlord, defending his premises, killed onc of them. H owever, they 
got into the house. <md wrecked it completely before assis tance came. In the fight 
which ensued, many of the rioters were taken prisoners befoTe::. the rest fled. Five of 
the prisoners were tried, condemned, and eXl:cuted. To make the execution more 
effective, it was carried out in Fleet Street itself. opposi te the house which they had 
attacked, The historian goes on to say that this hanging stopped the tumults in the 
streets. F or my own part, considering how little the T),burn hangings were able to 

effect towards the repression of crime, J like to th in k that the cudgels of the gen tle 
mug-house associates played a grealt:=r part than Mr. Ketch's rope in uiscourag-ing 

the rabble from seditious displays ill the open street. 
Even when the constables hau got their prisoner, they wcn.~ not always able to 

keep him. Thus, take..: the remarkable case of James Buchanan. He ..... as ;\ sai lor. 
qnc of the crew of the Royal GuardimJ. East ludiamal1. \V h ik~ that vcsscllay in tilt! 

Canton Ri\'cr, in the East I ndies, James Buchanan had the lIl isfortUlll: to Illurdcr
one knows not how o r why- the fourt h mate, J\1 r, S mi th. I listcati of trying him and 

hanging him on the spot, they laid him in irons and brought him home. and so. after 
a long voyage, he was brought before a magist ra te, who commi tted him for trial and 
clapped him into N'ewgate. In due time he was tried, and. being found gui lt),. \vas 
condemned to be hanged at Execution Dock, \Vapping, and his body l O remain 
while three tides flowed over it. after which, being properly painted ov(~ r with pi lch. 
it was to adorn the Isle of Dogs. On the 20th day of December, then:fon.::. he was 

conducted in the cart from Newgate to the place of Cxt!cu tion. and hal' ing arrived 
there, he dul y ascended the ladder and was turned off. But he had not been 
hanging more than five minutes-five and twenty was generally allowed for a 
su fficient hanging-when a gang of sai!ors " rushed " the gallows, cut down the , 

convict, and carried him off down the river. James Buchanan escaped, it was said ... 
and foun d a shelter in France. I doubt very much whethe r the hospi tali ty of 
~rancc was extended to James. the half ·hanged. Rather I should have looked for 
him in the slums of Gosport or Bristol. 

Another riot of sailors proves not only that the City was· villainously policed, bu..t',l 
that the spi rit of the citizens, after the mug.house associations, fell shamefully' inUl 

·decay. Formerly, the cry of" 'Prentices 11 w~uld, in' a few m.oments~ bring. a ·.crow.4.·; 
of young fellows upon the scene, armed with clubs. Vle have seen how th(': c.~'ti~k!9~~; 
,in the mug·house riots assembled and di-lipersed the mob. In the case be(ore '(u~!; 
'which occurred latt:r in the century, neith~r 'the cicl$ens ·thems,elves', nor the constab~ 
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f\Dt',the 'prentices, interfered. Perhaps, however, this was because the riol happened 
6~'tiiiae the City. 
o The riot took place in the Strand, within COl!>)' reach of whatever forct: ei th (: r the 
City or Westminster had a t it!'; di sposal. Two sa ilors, thinkin g- thclll sdv('s ill .llseel at 
a certain disorderly house in the Strand, called the Crown, ncnr thf' " IU'\\' chu rch :' 
t,e. 51. Mary II : Strand. wem off vowing fl!\' cngc. Thc!), pr<!s(!lllly ret nrned with ;\ 

party of their fellows, all armeci, who proceeded to wreck the house: tht:y smitshed 

the furnitu rc, cu t the fcathe r-he.ds to pieces. tore up all the \\'tarinlZ apparel, turned 

the women who belonged to the house stark naked imu the stn 'c\s, ;.Il1d broke all the 
windows. All this work takes time. Dcstrw..: tiun, if it is siLi lor-lik t·: and thorough, 
requires some order and method. One would think th ;lt tht: alarm might h;lve been 

gIVen, I twas, Lut too l<lle . ;\flcr;\1\ interval . which a1l0\\'4'd the sailors to make a 

prai~cworlhy and t l:(lro ll~h job of it. a c01llp<tny of Gu;tr(l s ar.-i v!,d at b SI 111 ,on lhc~ 

spot , Thc)' wt:n : st!nl , from thc Ti lt Yard, \\" hitt'hall, hilt wlli'll t/wy ;\rr i\'cd Ii,,::. 
mis<:h id was done. The Strand, to be s un', is oLl t ~id4 ~ tht: City; )"t ' l su n ']y tlv'n· 
were: con ~t:")les at \\"es tlll instc r. TiI(: ne .X l night the r i(}tt~ rs cam(: a~, Lin nlHl 
destroyed anothn hOlls!;! in the Stra nd ; the th ird night th(.'~' :l tlacketl :L hnns(~ in the 
Old Baile\'. \Vc thus find thre(' hOlLst:s on three successi\'(: ni,rhl S :ltl OlCkt't1 J,y tlw , .... . 
same b:UHI of riotl: rs and nu all<.:m[l t mi\{1c to SlOp lhe rn. On th(., fl)unh n i~ht. it is 

U'UC, trOllps were st.: nt to patrol tht.: s trt.:ds. 13ul where we re the: t:oll stahlt.: s Oil ti ll: 
three night s hefore? And why wcrc nu t thc youlLg citizt.! ILS of \\ 't.!slmiL:stt:r tl) th4 ~ 

front like the mug-house associ:.uiuns ? 
The necessary seqlL(:1 to this riot-a hanging-was Lll :-t rked by O:K' of those 

admirable instanc(;s ur courage: :l.lLll sd f-IJossessitJ ll 011 the part of <L ("it~· dignitary, of 
which tht.! annals of London pr<!scn·e so Illany. Among rt hatch of fifteen prislJtH.!r!; 

ordered for execlI tion short ly after the riOl, was a young 111<111 n:ullcli Bos;Lvern 
PClllc7., one or those apprt.:hclILlcd iu the Strand. ;\ t;'n:at LlumLt!r of s;,ilors 

:-tsstmblcu tUlI\uhuously at tht: gallows wailing for th<: carts CCl ntainillg- the c riminals 

and reso}\'(.'(\ lIpon resc lling I-'cnlcl. In order to tll:ft.'at this ohjec t a company of Foot 
Guards wen: placed at Holborn Bars as eSCOrl, Hut on arri\' ing at the Bars, Mr. 
Janssen. who was on horseback, dismissed the soldiers, stating that he had provided a 
sufficient body o f constables, and conducted the maie fac t(JJ' s 10 the place of cxecut ion, 
,surrounded, as it was , by the s'lilors. The courage and de termination of the sheriff 
and the presence of his constables-it is not stateJ how the )' were armed-damped 
.the ardour of these rebels ; they recci\·cJ from the sheriff a promisc that their fr ;cnd 's 
;bOdy should not be handed over to the surgeolLs, and they drew off making no , . 
.. ~q~tber opposition to the c."\.c('lltion. One :lpP];)\I{ls the sheriff, but feels sorry ior the 
r ", 
i\~ppojntl11ent of Bosavern Pcnlez . 

.'A story which belongs to it few years later shows plainly enough that , though 

~~¢tic ~ction might restore for a time, there was no crticicnt means of maintaining 



.oraer permanent1Y. -Th.us.the ·suppre·ssiQn" of 'the r1}ug~house riots· was followed for'·.a 
.time · by quiel in the stre.ets; gradually. how.evt;r. ·the 'rogues and "thieves, Jooki~g 
abroad. and see ing no one about to" keep order. came out and began to make their 
presence and their mode of life felt by the bourgeois. Not ·on ly in the City. but al~o 
at \Vestminster. street robberies began to abound. But nothing was tlonc until a 

certain person-t'nllominalllS-doomed to obscurity-confessed, while lying under 

sentence of death, that he had been one of a gang who intended to rob the Queen on 
her way after supper from the City to St. James's. They would set upon her in 51. 
PrllI!'S Churchyard, where there was room for operating, and where there were lanes 
in alt directions convenient (or fl ight. Unfortllnately tht-:y were so busy in robbing 
Sir Gilbert H(~athco{C, Alderman, while he was n-:!Urning from tht: Houst: o( 
Commons in his coach, that they wcre too late for Her Maj(:sty. On('; rcgn.;ls the 
faillln: of this scheme which, had it been carried Otlt, would have been a picture.o;;qut! 
~ldvenlure and olle worth}' of the attention of l-Iarrison Ainsworth. Vf!ry strong 
represl.:ntations wc re made by Lord Townshend to lhl.: Mayor upon tlw condit ion of 
the City, with the result that many poor rogUl!S, probnhly 110 worse than their 
neighbours, were carried out to be hanged, and that the streets were a~ain cleared of 

them for a short time. 
The riots which bdongf:d tf) elections may be passt:d over here; the word 

election in the laSt century meant ont! continual riot (rom the beginning to the end. 

Of street fights, o( fighting- among men of the same trade, of street I)uarrds, it is only 
necessary to say that every day and illl day long there were fights. The journeyman 
of every tr<ide. the fellowship poner, the stevedore: , the carter, liH:: waggoner. the 
driver, the sailor, the waterman, went out every morning with the knowledge or the 
contident expectation that be would be probably involved in a fight with SOllll: one 
before he got home aga.in. Nor was the fighting confined to tht: lower classes: 
gentlemen carried into the streets a stout walking-stil:k, which was found far morc 
useful than a sword; the younger men of all classes were ready with their fists. 
It was sometimes necessary to corr{:ct, in a summary fashion, the bully who shoved 
the man he met into the road, and took the wall of everyhody; it was better to 
treat the pickpocket and the footpad with a heavy cudgelling ;:lIld perhaps a ducking 
under the pump than to send him to prisvn. I n every crowded thoroughfare there 
were all day long the hasty quarrel, the 0;.th5 and blasphemies of disputants, the 
fight in the ring promptly formed, either with fists or with cudgels, the blocking 
of the street till the ordeal by battle had been decided. "' 

The rioters wece not always of the lower class, Drury Lane once experienced: 

a very disagreeable ceminder that the player folk .are always, and in an especial . 
mannt.:r, regarded as the servants of the public, who will brook no breaking of 'con-": 
tracts and promises, On this occasion twO of the princip:tl dancers announced. ,fQ~·. ~ 
the perfonnance did not appear. Thereupon the boxes and the pit-not the R'alletv;;~ 
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-apparently-rose in wrath. They pulled up the seats ilnd the flooring; Ihey tore 
down the hangings; they broke down the part itions; they smashed the glasses and 
the sconces; they destroyed the ins trumt:nts in the orchestra; they cut tht. curtains 
to pieces ; and they broke into the Green Room and wrecked tha t. 

Somt! of the outbursts were t rade riots. in which 'A'P recognise Ihe slirvival of 
the old corporate spirit among Claftsmcl1. ant! the first faint glimmerings of thc 
modern trade unioni sm. Thus in the year I i39 the si lk wc<tV CI'S of Spilalfielt.!s 
asscmblt!d before the house of a certain m<-lsl e r-\\'eaV(:r suspcctl:ll of erHl~rjng into 

a comuination with other mast<:rs to make the me n wind their si lk withollt extra pay. 

They marked their sense of this intention hy wrecking the house. The riol was so 

threatening that t he MaYM caJlt:d out the Guards from the Tmve r. \\'hy could not· 

the cOI,Istal,les with the: help of the rOlJn~ men suppress that riot? But the Guards 

came, the Hiot Act W,IS n.:ad, the crowd did not di"l'crsc; lhnt:fon~ till'; soldiers 

chargnl them, alld a!'n~s led a gn:at many, who wne Ilruugh l udon: the Illagistral{::';, 

I t is 110l s ta ted that any ,ven: killed ill this alfair. uut the s<fldicrs suffen ~d fro!) I the 
tiles ;111(\ bricks th;n wc!'c hurlt:d 111JOil them from the roofs of the houses, \\'1; hear 

of dIe WC:ln.:rs again, in the year r 76-1 , whL'1l many lhnll s<lnds of them Wt:rf: 
asscllllJkd ill t'l ioorfieids and very peac<.:abl y marched to \\"t:stminsler. 

llaving Im!senltcd their petitiol) th(~ wca\'ers weill hOllle and sat down to awan 

its effect. As nothing- secmtxl w cOllle ()f it, they tried to get a t the King. ,\ number 

of j()LlnJ(~ )"I1H:1l wca\'ers, :H:compan ied hy the ir wives and ch ildren. mJ.rciwd with 

a black !lag to S1. James's. The), found that the I,- ing had gonl.' l(l l{ichmond. 

1\1<In)' of them, therdore, weill on to J{ ichmond. whell Ollt! of the lon;~· in . waitillg 

told them lklt Ili s MajeslY would do nil in his power for thtJll. 

Again Ihe weavers gave trouble, It was two ,'ears I;,ter. Thc), were di\'ided 

into e ngine wea\'crs and narrow we.n'eL'S. The Ialter found thcir earning"s rapidly 

hecoming less in COllStqUf.:IlCC of the qU<llllil)' which the engine wearcrs wuld put 
upon the market - ,some six times as much as the others. The ri {lt, in fact, was 

exactly like t hose that r.ccu rred in the North of England later 0 11 wht:n ,,(cam was 

introduced into the f:Lctf)r y. The narrow weavers anticipated the: actiun of thei r 
grandch ildren by allc mpting to destroy all the engines. They assemukd (In Saffron 

Hill with blunderbusses, swords, a nd piMols. Happily. however, the L ord I\Ltyor 

, proved equal to the emergency and the rioters were dispe rsed, 

The pagcants or processions with \, ... hich (he mob w~rc accustollled to proclaim 
'"their sentimellts belong espccially to the eighteen th century. When Lord Blltc 

,,:was in power they carried a jack-boot through the streets and burned it 011 a 

bonfire. \Vhen the mob Wf!rp more than usually Protestant they carried till: Pope 

' through the streets with a Devil , a Jesuit or t, .... o, and a few priests. and threw them 

Jill upon a bonfire. 

On the 12th of February 1769 a c<lvakadt: of merchants and tradesmen or the 
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;i.n4 maltreated .. th~ principal conductors j so that several coaches were obligea ~,o,;'f 

>~it~draw, some to turn back, others to proceed by by-ways, and those wh~~:', 
<;lrrived at St. James's were so ·bedaubed with dirt, and shattered, that both masiets ; 
and drivers had been in the utmost terror for their lives. 

The rioters carried their outrages within the Palace gates. Lord Talbot on 
this occasion behaved with unparalleled intrepidity, and though he had his staff 
of office broken in his hand, he secured two of the Illost active among tht! rioters 
when deserted by his own servants. His example animated the military, who, · 
without employing either guns or bayonets to destroy the deluded, populact:. secured 
fiftten~them. to be dei-lit with according to law. Mr. Boehm, to whom the address 
was e~sted, was so severely handled tbat he was 'obliged to quit his coach and 
take slu~lter in Nando's Coffee·llOuse. H is coach was ,-itled, blll the a~klrcss escaped; 
it was, however, with some difficulty recovercd hy the addressers, whkh occasioned 

.~ disagreeable delay at St. James's, where those who had arri\'ed 'in safety remained 
to the greatest anxiety. 
, In April 177' the mob marched through the streets with two carts and a hearse. 
\n the first cart were four fellows got up to represenl certa in unpopular ch,mlcters, 
lVhen ther got to Tower Hill, they pretended to cut olT the head of olle and put the 
*ody in the hearse. The second cart contained sluffed figures. which, after they had 
~een beheaded, were thrown upon a bonfire. The whole ceremony was conducted 
i'irh bawling and shouting anti rough music and a good deal of fighting. 

The ·same procession was repeated a few days later. In this ea.se, however, 
there WeL" a gallows and a hangman, and three figures cut in pasteboard hanging. 
Men in the crowd bawled thdr last dying speech and confession, and one man being'" 
.opscrved in the act of. taking down their names, which wert! written on the back of· 
the figures, was seized as a spy and ducked in the Tower ditch lill h(~ was nearly dcad. 

In 1768 a halfpenny loaf adorned with mourning crape was nailed up at the'" 
R"O)'al Exchange as a reflection on the high price of bread and other provisions. 

On the 12th of February 17i9 the news reached London that Admiral Keppel 
'llad been acquitted by court-martial of the charges brought against him by Si~ 
.Ht,Jgh Palliser. The calise of Admiral Keppel had been warmly espoused by the' 
Lo~d~n mob, in consequence of which there were great demonstrations, All the. 
windows in the principal streets of London and Westminster we.re illuminated;' ine' 
beUs of several churches were rung: guns were fired: the mob broke open Sir Hl1il~t 
. Palliser's house, smashed all the windows .and destroyed the :furni.ture; they did :·. #i~ 
'same thing for Lord George Ge~maine~s h~use:. they broke the windows ~.;~ 
Ad~iralty, where they made a bonfire oLdie seda.n chairs standin.g in t~esth~~(~ 

; ,t~cy attacked the houses of Lord North ~n~ CaPla:ih -f:loo~l. _' ,!heY ··,aJso·' ~11 
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.(~~~'gy. or Sir ;H '~gh Pailiser, su~pended by the neck, which they afterwards 
!l!lW1)~: .. . 

... The hat dyers of Southwark hav ing begun it strikt! . found that one d thei r 
ifaternity was breaking the rules by taki ng too little pay for work?ng- over hours. 
:They according-Iy rode him on a donkc}' through tht: Uorough. when' hatters wert: 
'e~ployed. and also th rough some st ree ts in the City, with a troOjJ of boys J-Ilayilllj 
., rough music" with shovels. They carried a placard on a poll! bt..:forc the L:ulpril 

denoting hil> offence, a nd un the way the), made all juurIlc),1llcn hatters swear 

·to obey tbe s trike. 
Here afe fu rther notes on th e.! turbulence a nd riot (If the moo during this 

eentury. Thus, in ' 760 (not to follow any chronological order). it beca me for a t im(~ 

t,he favourite am usc'melll o r the mob to coll ect Oil Ludgatt! H ill ~l1l d there to ~etentl 
to be figh ting with each o ther. T lli:; gave them all opportun ity or a~saLJltil\~1 the 
passengcr~, not v .. · jt h the view or ro bbe ry, blLt simply rrolll thci r love of banging and 

beating. 
The rollowing is a specimen or mob just ice. Lt~t us ;1I.:knowbl;.!e that lhe moL 

could be j ust in a rough sort or way. Two women whose chantctcr was, ir onl: 11M)" so 
put it. beyond any reasonable doubt, a nd below any chant:c of s ttSl,icion. met a gentleman 

staggering abou t the stn:t:ts vcry drun k indeed; th e}" tht:rcfore bore dowll upon him, 
greeted him in a rrie ndl), wa y, even lov ingly. took him by the arlll tt~!lderlr. one 011 

ei ther side, .wd so began to lead him away to the ir own lodging. wheTt! the pour dear 
gentleman would be able to sleep off the errec ts or hi s wine. SOIll{;times. as I h;ln: 

·said, the Lo nuo n moL could assume the character of virt\l~ : . They did Si) on this 
occasion: they rose in till..!i r majesty; tht:y asked each other ir thi s good g-entiemall 
should bl.! upe nl y takt:n to a house where he would most certainl y be robbed : they 
.therefore fo rcibl y rescucd the gentleman a nd ca rried o f{ L1w won1<.: 11 to the Chcquers 
l~nn ha rd by. In, the yard of that inll there was a horsepontl ; in this tilt:y ducked the 

"wome n, Now it must be disagreeable to be duckt:c1 t..:\'t~n ill a fresh and r\lllili ng 

but to be ducked in the horsepond of a n inn-yard must be more than dis. 
Howe~e r, while thl! ladies were cnjoyi ng thl!nlsclvl:s in thl: horst:pond, 

cutl er. unrort unately ror himself passed by. J Ie vi rtuously joined in 
, demonstration, and began to lend active assistance to those who were conducting 

, Now, whether from some tender hand ling..of the pa tients by the 
''''·cc,m,ee, or from some other cause, the mob, quite withouL g rounds. assumed that 

was thei r bully or protector and was trying to let them go. So rhey 
him a~ wdl as the two culprits. The n came along, still nlorc unfortunately, 

li"lirnoY""n cutler"s wife, and she made so ext raordinary a clamour over their 
~reatment of her husband that they ducked her as well. 

nex.t. the riots with which \Vilkes's first rcturn for Middlesex wets 

., 
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He surrendered himself (see also p. 24) i he was committed to the King's Bench 
Prison; the mob seilcd his carriage, took out the horses, turned out the two tipstaves 
who were in the carriage with Wilkes, and drew the carri age a ll the way from \Ves t
minster H all through the City to Spi tal fields, where vV ilkes prevailed upon them to 
retire; he then drove to Southwark and surrendered. Nex t day an immense crowd 
surrounded the King's Bench Prison i they tore up the wooden pal ings round it 
and made a bonfire; and they made the people of the Borough, under threa ts of 
wrecking their houses, illuminate the windows. This was on the 27th of April. 
On the 101h of May there was another and a far worse r iOl :-

"A gre.,t body of people assembled about the King's Bench Prison, in expcet3tion that .Mr. Wilkes 
was to go from thence to the Parliament House (it being the first dny of opening the new Parliament), and 
designing to convey him thither. They demanded him at the prison, and gre\\' ver)' lUmultuous; where
upon the Riot Act was begun to be read, but the populace threw slones and urick-bats while it was 
reading, when William Allen, son o( Mr. Allen, master of the Horse-shoe Inn, in Blackman Street, 
Southwark, being singled out. was pursued b)' the soldiers, and shot dead on the spot. Soon afler this, 
lhe crowd jncr~sing, an additional number of the Guards was sent for, who marched thither, and also n 
party of Horse Grenadiers; when, the riot continuing, the UluL was fired upon by the soldiers, and five 
were killed on the spot and about fifteen wounded. Two women were among the wounded, one o( whom 

I 
afterwards died in St. Thomas's Hospital The next day an inquisition was laken by the eoroncr for 
Surrey on the bod)' of the above William Allen, when a \'erdict was given by the jury that Oonald 
Maclane was guilty of wilful murder, and Donald Madau r)" and Alexander Murray, the commanding 
officer, were nidtng and abening therein. This inquest was held III the house of Mr. Allen; and it 
appe.'\red on the exnminntion that the deeensed was ani), a spectator, nnd on seeing some persons run, 
he mn also, but 'I\'3S unhappily mislnken, and followed b), the soldiers five hundred }'nrds, inlO n cow· 
house; where he was shot. Donald Maclane wns committed to prison for the murder, but his associlltelt 
were ndmiued to bail. Two inquisitions were aftern'ards taken in the borough on persons killed b)' the: 
ISOldiers in quelling the above riOI: one on the body of }oIar), Jeffs, who having n ba.sket of omngc$ to 
sell, Wll5 &hot dead in renloving them; the other on William Bridgeman, who was shbt on the top of n 
hay cart as he .... 'n5 looking at the (ray .at a distance; on both these inquisitions the jury brought in 
their \'erdic~ chance nu'(Uey. It appeared by the evidence that on the JUStices taking down a p .. 1.per 
that had been fixed against a wall of the prison, the 100b grew riOtous, and cried out' lJil'c us the paper'; 
which the justices not regarding, stones began to be thrown, and the cry 'Give us the paper' grcw 
louder; the drums beat to anns; the I'rocl:unation was read; the justices wcre pelted who re.1.d it; greal 
pains werc tnken to persuade the people to disperse j the Horse Guards were scnt (or, and it was not 
till the last extremity that the 10idicTS received orders to fire. l\lacl:'U1e was afterw.ards tried at the Surrey 
assizes held at Guildrord, and acquiucd. 

The next day the 100b assembled before the house of Edward Russel, Esq., distiller, in the borough, 
broke open the door, staved some cnsks of liquor, drank it immoderately, nnd began pulling down the 
house; but the mililary illlerposing, some of the most intoxicated were seized, and 'the resl made their 
cJea,pe. At' the same time the front o( the house of Richard Olpel, Esq., in Be.rmondsc),. was demolished, 
and Mr. Capel himself wounded These OUlnlges were occasioned by the activit), of the above IWO 

gentlemen in suppressing the tumults in St. George's Field!>." 

At the same time there were other riols. The coal-heavers rose in a large body 
a.nd struck, and went on board the colliers, obliging the men to quit their work. The 
sailors also joined in refusing to sail without an increase of wages. They boarded 
the ships which were preparing to sai l; they unrigged the vessels and drew away 
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the crews: they assembled in St. George's Fields and proceeded to St. J .lmes's 
Palace, where they presented a petition to the King. These men were dismissed with 
a promise of inquiry, which was afterwards duly held, and the men 's wages were 
increased. 

The coal·heavers were less fortunate; they obtained the signature of the mas ters 
at the wharves consenting to a ri se uf wages. They thcn laid the document before 
the Lord Mayor. who refused to receive il. 

" A terrible rray hapl>encd on the 25th tx:tween the coal·heavers nnd sailors belonging to the 
collicl'li in the river, in which mnny "'crc killed. The 5:1ilor5, hll.\'ing been long detained in the river by 
the cool·heavers refusing to "'ork, hnd hegun to deliver their ships thcmscln!s; upon which a body of 
coal-heavers fell upon some of the sailors by surprise, and killed sCl'cral of them. The sailors took the 
alarn1, the quarrel bcC.'lIllC general, and the consequences were the loss of many lives. 

On the 11h of June al'lothcr fray happened in Stepney Fields Uctlveen the same panies, when 
severnl of the sailors wcre killed. The eool·hCl1\·ers marched off in triumph, with colours flying, drUnI!! 
beating, etc., offering Ih'c guineas ror :I sailor's head. The ships bdow Bridge wcrc obliged to keep 
constant watch day and ni.sht ; alld to so great a height was this ins~trcction gOt, that the inhabitant!! of 
Wapping were perpetually under the most dre:ldful apprehensions. A p.'Lrty of (;U:lrds constantly :ltlended 
for some dnys, during which several disturbances mose, and many cQ.1l-hea\'cr~ werc t:lkcn up by the 
soldiery and carried before Sir John Fielding, lI'ho, on examination, committed them to N'ewgate. Two 
of them were after ..... ards tried at the Old Bailey for the murder of one Hattie, 11 seaman, and being 
com·ieted, werc cxe<:uh..·d at Tyburn. Seven others lI'crc also e)(ccutcd in thc Sun-ttl.\'crn·fields (ne:lr 
where the riot was committed) for shooting :It Mr. Green, the master of the Round·:lbout·la\·cm in 
Shadwel1. These e)(amplc5 produ(;ed lhe wished-for effect; the tumults immediately ceased, and peace 
and industry were hnppily restored. " 

I t was, indeed, a period when the ancient mode of preserving order proved 
totally inefficient, The development in London of a vast mob, brutal, uneducated, 
yet sufficiently intelligent to understand the strength of common action, rendered the 
former mode of preserving order antiquated and inadequate. The alderman in his 
ward had been able to sumlllon all good men and true to his assistance: what was 
the good of that power when the good men and true had <lbandoned the practice of 
carrying arms and the habit of using them, when the 'prentices no longer carried 
clubs, and when the disorderly persons were a company numbered by thousands, 
bent on the destruction and the plundering of houses and property? 

However, before the \Vilkes's Riots, as far back as the year 1744, the insolence 
and daring of the London criminal class attained to so great a height, while their 
numbers so lar.gely increased, that it became imperative to attempt something for the 
restoration of orde r. The st reets were simply no longer safe even in open da)' : , 
men armed wieh cutlasses, pistols, and bludgeons, attacked St. Martin's Round 
House and g-dve arms to the pri soners within, who then carried on an attack from 
within as well as wi~hout. The H orse Guardc; dispersed them and took rour of 
them prisoners. This was actuall y at eleven o'clock in. the morning. Sturdy rogues 
stlf.::h as these openly defied the deputy marshal and the peace officers; they ran 
out of the City into the country to get out of the way when they were' wanted ' i 



they fearlessly came back again; they rescued their comrades; they lay in wait fo1' 
headboroughs and peace ofli<:ers in the courts and alleys. and slashed at them in 
the open streets with cutlasses; they made some of them take refuge in Bridewell; 
others they visited at their houses and made them swear not to do their duty. The 
Corporation addressed the King on this condition of things, though it seems to have 
been perfectly ~ithin their power to provide for thei_r own order. It seems 
wonderful that no one. aU this time, should have thought of a street patrol by day. 
However, the Government took steps; it offered large rewards for the apprehension 
of street robbers. We shall see in another place how the system of rewards 
answered. Then the Corporation returned to their old expedient and ordained, 
as if it was quite a new thing, which had never occurred to any body, the lighting 
of the City. Already (see p. 91) there had been the LightH-tg Acts of 1716 and of 
1736. This new ordinance was little more than a repetition of its predecessors; so 
that when we consider the elaborate provision made in 1736 not only for the lighting 
of the City, but also for the maintenance of an efficient watch, we cannot but understand 
tbat the excellent regulations passed in that year had become in this very short 
space of time a mere dead leuer. So far, therefore, the City was no whit advanced 
farther than the London of the fourteenth cemur)', which was continually admonished 
to clean itself, to light itself, to rid its streets of rogues, and to keep a watch at 
night. The streets were no cleaner j they were as badly lighted; they were as full 
of rogues i they were as inefficiently guarded in 1744 as in 1344. 

All the riots, howc\'er, are insignificant compared with that magnificent burst 
I which was provided for the mob of London by Lord George Gordon in I 780. 

The material- the first fuel for the fire- arose in Scotland, whc':e the fanaticism of 
the people was in alarm lest some measures for the relief of the Catholics in Scotland 
should be passed. Lord George Gordon, who was one of the leaders of the Scotch 
fanatics, was, unfortunately, a member of Parliament. He was a strange, eccentric 
young man, at that time twenty-nine )'cars of age; of wild appearance, ungoverned 
In his speech, extravagant in his imagination. He spoke in the House with the 
utmost vehemence against the cruelty and intolerance of Popery, and about the 
danger LO Protestants were any toleration shown to Papists; he informed the House 
that every man in Scotland was ripe for insurrection and would die rather than 
submit; he declared that he would come down to the House at the head of 180,000 

men, with petitions reaching from the Speaker's chair to the central window of 
\Vhitehall; he declared that the people of Scotland believed the King himself to be 
a Papist; in a word, he stood up most manfully, as he believed, against the Pope 
and the devil. 

'rhe Government could not pretend that they had received no warning of the 
dangers of a mob uncontrolled save by the military. In addition to the facts already 
told, in '766 the people rose all over the country, robbing and plundering in evcnr':'t 



, 
• THE MOB 

direction, on account of tht: price of provisions. At Bath they did what they pleased 
in the ma rket ; at Berwick they were outrageous on account of finding wheat stored 
for exportation; and in one place they sold the corn at 55. a bushel; at another the 
cheese at 3d. a pound. and the bacon at 4d. a pound ; at another they destroyed a 
corn mill; a t Leicester they seized loaded waggons starling for London; at Oxford 
they took the flou r out of the mills and divided it; at Exeter they sold cheese under 
cost price; the miners in Cornwall rose and compelled the farmers and butchers to 
lower their prices; and so on actually over the whole country. It was a kind of 
Jacquerie. The farmers, however, were for the moment intimidated. and promised 
anything. It is to be remarked, thaI exct:pt in large towns like Birmingham the 
people did what they pleased so long as there were no soldit::rs within call. But 
11 0thing \ was learned from this great lesson; and the Gordon Riots later only 
repeated on a great scale what these village insurgents had done with impuni ty. 

The House believed ' that the man could only talk; they suffered him to say 
what he pleased and hedded him not. BU[ he coule!. do more than talk: he had 
the power of organising; he understood how to make men act together; he had 
tin: orator's art of moving men 's hearts and compelling them to follow wherever he 
chose to lead; he had, in a word. the gift of earnestness. which always moves; he 
formed" Christian" and Protestant Corresponding Societies; he circulated tracts; 
he advertised in the newspapers for signatures. So far as I can discover, Lord 

· Geo'rge Gordon was the fa ther o f all those who use the acivertisemem columns of 
the papers for propagandist purposes. H e appealed to the Englishman's love of 
liberty- what Iiberry would the Pope leave him? to the fires of Smithfield-every 
Illan who heard him might already feel in imagination the cruel agony of the Hames; 
to his courage-would any Englishman be so craven as not to strike a blow for his 
rel igion? Finally, he told the people that he would not present the petition. which 
had been signed by an enormous number. unless he was a ttended by a t least 20,000 

men. He thell arranged the place of meeting and the routes which the petitioners 
should follow. St. George's Fields was the place. and the multitude was to be 
divided in to four comp..1.nies, of which one was to be composed entirely of Scots; 
they were to march upon \Vestminster by four different routes. Observe that he 
desired to produce as deep and wide an impression of strength as possible: Ilot one 
line of march, but four, should illustrate thl:! majesty of a great multitude all bent 
upon obtaining one end. Not \ Vestminster oni)" but the City itself, the great 
rich Cit),. hold ing itself aloof from his Assoc iations, should witness what was meaflt 
by his g re .. t peti tion. 

The zealous Protestants assembled, accordingly, in St. George's Fields in 
numbers estima ted at from 60,000 to 100,000 on the :md day of June. They met in 
St. George's Fields. about the spot where Bethlehem Hospital now stands. Their 

Lord Geol'ge, drove to the place appointed about noon, and delivered ,1 
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stirring speech. after which the men, preserving good order, divided themselves imo 
(our columns and took up their respective routes. The principal body marched 
th rough Southwark, over London Bridge. through Cheapsidc. Ludgate Hill, Fleet 
Street, and the Strand--a route devised. as above stated, to produce the g re.:1. test effect 
and stri ke the g rea test terror illlo the City by the exhibition of such vast number~. 
They walked six abreast; at their head marched a tall fellow carryi ng the peti tion 
on his head; all were decorated with blue cockades; and they bawled IUSlily "No 
Popery I' as they went along. Of course the procession, like a snowball, increased as 
it moved through the streets, being followed by all those who joined it ou t of 
curiosity, and by every street th ief and pickpocket in the town. \Vhen they arri ved 
at \ Vestminster they blocked the approaches and avenues of both Ii ollses. maJ..ing a 
lane for the peers and members to pass. but compelling them to take the Llue 
cockade and to cry" No Paper)'" with them as they walked through. 

One would like to know how the crowd knew these illus trious persons. and who 
it was that pointed them out and explained their shorlcomings. \\' hen there was no 
more hustling of peers the mob wamed 10 rush into the House, but the doorkeeper 
shut them out. J n the House of Lords there was an angry discussion, but the peers 
resolved on doing nothing for lhat dar. and left the HOllse one by one. This was the 
wisest thing that they could do. Time was all on the side:: of order and the Guards, 

lshould it be necessary to call them out. J n the COlllmons the scene was much marc 
'exci ted and violent. Outside was heard a deafening roar which never ceased for a 
moment. .. No Popery! No Poper)'! Lord George! Lord George!" \\' hen their 

' leader had been some time in the H ouse they tried to break down the doors and 
threatened to rush in after him. I t is said that some of the members threatened to 

' kill Lord George on the spOt if his followers dared to viola;e the sanctity of the 
H ouse; and [hat one of them, his cousin. General Murray. actually followed him 
sword in hand ready to kill him on the first appeuance of the mob. J n the temper 
of the House nothing is more likely to have happened, certainl), no stranger scene 
was ever presented by the Ii ouse of Commons. Olher members posted themselves 
at the doors sword in hand to defend the House. Then Lord George asked leave 
to bring up the petition , and for the immediate consideration of it. Leave was 
granted to bring up the petition! but the House ver)' properly refused to consider the 
petition immediately. During the debate Lord George actually wellt out to the 
lobby. which was held by the mob, and told them who was at that moment speaking 
against the immediate collsideration of the petit ion, of whom the chief was Burke, 
the mcmbt::.r for Bristol. Never before or since has the House of Com mons 
conducted a debate under such condi tions; it is g ratifying to remember thal the 
members, chieHy country gentlemen, had no thought of g iving way to mob violence. 
even at a moment when it seemed most likely that the House would he carried 
by the mob and themselves murdered. 
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Then the mob broke off into companies, some of which kept together: the 
respectable men among them, however, wcnl home, no doub t thinking they haJ done 
a very noble thing indeed with thei r demonstration. Thl' morc zcalous hrnhrcl1. Yo ilh 
the ir alli es, the 1'ioUlldt, rti.' of London. Lefore going to Iwd that ni~IH im,i.a: into am.! 

s<;lckcc1 the chapel of the Bavui:-LT1 .\mudssador. \\'arwi Lk Strect. Cnldf'n ~qllil rc. 

and the chapel in Sardinia Street. Lincoln'~ Ili n F ield... Thi~ \\<1" 011 I'rida). On 
Sat ll rda}' not much more was ciOIlt!. the mO~l ardtnt I'ml~ '<, tant s nl!f~Jin~ a n.:~t. .\ 
fe w of them. however, found some mi..,chid still to do. in rollbinK ,lIld ill.tr{·ating a 

few Calholics about Jloorficlds. On ~und"r other Catholic:: chilpf:ls Wt'f(> rr,bhcd 

and wrecked. with somt.; houses inhabited by Catholics in thl' n~ighbourhood of 
MoorfJelds. Soldiers wcre scm. bu t with t::">prt:ss orders not 10 fire upon the pt.;ople. 

\Vh)' ? urely the lime was come to put down robber), and pillage. Il owcyer. 
when it became qui te certain that the soldier::; would not lire. the mob treated them 
with the greatest contempt, pulling their noses and spitting- in thcir f'lces. It speaks 
well fo r the discipline of the a rmy tha t these mcn stood still under this provocation. 

O n l\ londay morni ng the rioters attacked and wrecke:d Sir George Savde's 
house in Leiceste r Fields; they then adjourned to \Velbt!ck Street and made a 
bonfire. before Lord Gt:orge Gordon 's house, or the crosses, pictures, ornaments, and 

ves tments taken from the Catholic chapels-a wave-offt:ring accept'lbJe in his eyes. 
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Another party went to the East End, where they found and destroyed other Catholic 
chapels. And as a few of the rioters had been taken to Ncwg'dte and convicted by 
the evidence of two tradesm(!u of Clare Market and Little Queen Street, it was of 
course natural that the houses of these two enemies of religion should be allacked 
and their properly robbed a. nd destrop .. "<l. Meantime a reward of £500 was offered 
for the disco\'ery of those concerned in the wrecking of the Catholic chapels. 

On Tuesday morning troops were otdered on duty at the Tower, both Houses 
of Parliament, St. James's, St. George's Fields, and in other places. But as yet the 
authorities had not risen to an understanding of what a London mob might effec t, 
On Tuesday evening, the weathe.r, which was dry and hot, favouring the rioters, it 
became apparent that the town was entirely in the hands of the mob. Tht! House 
of Commons met. Lord George among them. wearing his blue cockade, which they 
made him take off. Then followed the most terri ble night in the whole hislory or 
London. \¥here were the magistracy? \Vhere was the Lord Mayor ~ \\1here 
were the soldiers ~ The mob was actually lert enti rely alone and undisturbed. 
Nobody seemed to move. London was paraly~ed 

First. about six o'clock, the mob marched upon Newgatc for the release or their 
fellow-rioters. As the)1 coult! not break into the prison. and the Govcrnor rdused to 
slJ.rrender his prisoners, their comrades, they broke his windows and threw firebrand..; 
and combustibles into his dwelling-house, so that it presently caught fire. The fire 
spread from the house to the chapel, and was seiling on the wards, when the gales 
were either broken down or thrown open, and the riolers rushed in. There were in 
the gaol more than three hundred prisoners, among them rour under sentence or 
death, and their execution appointed ror Thursday i all wcrc released. As ror the 
tire, no ancn~pt was made to extinguish it, a nd in a short time the prison was a ruined 
shell surrounding the ashes. Covered all over with gloqr, thei r spirits raised, their 
courage irresistible, the gallant rioters then broke open the new prison of Clerkenwell 
and set the prisoners rree. They next proceeded to sack the house or Sir John 
'Fielding, the blind magistrate; and they completed a g lorious and most success rul 
f;vening by the destruction or Lord Mansfield's house in lJIooOlsbury Square, together 
with his splendid library and collection of M5S. and papers. Again, where were the 
soldiers? \Vhere were the constables? Where were the citizens? \Vas the valour 
of the mug-house forgotten? \Vere the 'prentices unmindrul or their old tradi tions? 

The mob had their own ~\'ay all Tuesday night. It is incredible, but it is true, 
that they were allowed thei r own way all \.vednesday and all \Vednesday nigh t. J n 
the morning of \Vednesda)' notices were sent by the mob to the different prisons and 
to a distiller), in I folborn belonging to a Mr. Langdale, a Catholic, that the mob 
proposed to wreck them in the course of the day. But no one moved. That 
morning all the shops were shut ; bits of blue flags were hung out, and" No Popery" 
was chalked on the shutters. In \Vhilechapel it is reported that certain roreign Jcws 
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wrote up on their shutters, " This house is a. Protestant "; while an Italian entered so 
warmly into the spirit and real meaning of the movement as to chalk on his closed 
door " No Religion "! 

When the long J une day d rew to its close the sky wa ... red \ ... ith flames. From 
the K ing's Bench, the Fleet. the new Bridewell , the Borough Clink. the toll gates 
on Blackfri;lrs' Bridge (where several mcn were killcJ), from hOlll.;f-'s in c\'t ry part of 
the town con flag rations were n .. 11lg at the same time. ~ix-antl.thirty Wefe 

counted. All the prisons in lhe Ci t}' \\crc now t!t'~troy(:d t'xccpt one, tht: Poultry 
Compter. 

In the evening the most rcmarbblc achievement of the mol> was the dt:struuion 
of M r. Langdale's distillery, at I iolborn Bridge. H (.' was it Catholic, tlH'rdore he 
deserved his fat<!: he was a dislillt!r, thert-fure h<.:: invilt;t! it. .\ftcr wrecking the 
place the rioters natl.rally fell to drinking the r,IW 51-'irit", which wcrt: ;,I~t running into 
the street- the people throwing th<"lllst'kes down and lapping the hf"ry stuff from 
the gutters. J\ lan)' drank themselves to dt:ath nn. tht.: spot: olhers, when the 
di stillery took nrc, perished in the name", bt:ing LOO drunk to mon:, I ht: roarin'! of 
the names, the roaring of the mob. the trampling :-Ind shouting, the threats Clod 
imprecation!> of the people, mad<.:: a night of terror such as hat! nt!Ver before been 
p.xperienced. At last the troops arrived I-ican' ns t At last ~-this time with orders 
to nre, There wcre the Guards, or regular troops; the ~Iilitia and the City Foot 

Association. T hen from all quarters came the platoon firin~ of the soldiery. The 
citizens. nOt daring to lean:: their beds. listened \\ ith trernLling sati<;faction to the 
rat tlc of the muskets. :lnd amidst the roaring- of the !lames they thought ther could 
hear the shrieks of the wounded. 

On T hursday morning the Cit}' presented the appcar:-lncc of a plact' c(lptu red 
and looted by the enemy: but the riot WilS over. The ci ti lcns did nOt ,'enture to 

open thei r shops, but they looked into the st reet: the rioters were gone. save the 
dead who lay here and there, and the wounded \\ ho g-roaneu for help. Of the 
former 2 10 were picked up. of the latter 248, but an imllll!IlSe numuc;, hau been 
sligh tly wounded; no one knew how man)' of the dead had been carried away. 
and no one knew how many of the rioters had been burned in tht:: IJames. being 
too drunk to escape. D uring the day the soldiers patrolled the stree ts and 
arrested a g reat number ; among olhers, some who were aClUallr endeavouring 
to set fire to the s mall part of Newgatc that had escaped. But the riot was over: 
the streets lay si1ent and deserted, stre wn with the wreckage; the iron railings, 

the casks anel bottles, the torn fi nery, the blue cockades, the furnilUre of the Catholic 
chapel~ wcre ~till smouldering on the half.burning bonfires. The troops marched 
and rode up and down ; the shops were closed. and the fi remen brought their hose 
to put out the fires, 

They clapped Lord Gtorge Gordon into the T ower and kept him there for 
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six months before they tried him. As is well known, he was acquitted, but 
afterwards showed abulldant proofs of religious insanity. As for the Protestants, 
who followed him at first no doubt in good faith, nothing was done [0 them; no 
search was made after them ; the rioters, however. who were caught red-handed, 
were tried and convicted. Fifty-nine Wefe sentenced to death: twenty were 
actually executed ; the rest were transported for life. The number actuaJl), tried 
amounted to eighty-five al the O ld Bailey, and fifty at lhe Commission at S t. 
~Iargarel's Hill. c\I<::n were convicted of simple felony : six ty-nine were acquitted. 
The juries, in fact, do not appea r to have been vindicli\'c. Among the prisoners 
was Edward Dennis, the hangman : John Morris, a boy of fifteen i Letitia 11 ol\a nci, a. 

handsome young woman of e ighteen: John Burgess, a boy of thirteen. The tr ial 
of one Mascal, a respectable apothecary, was reported ill full in the An1lual 
Register for 178o, where it may be read. 

When the riots were over, other consequences began. The Common Council 
asked whether it would not be best to quiet the minds of the people by repealing 
the Savile Act. This proposal showed that the Common Council, at the moment, 
were besidt! themselves with fear. It would have been much more to the purpose 
had they taken measures for the suppression of any more riotous proceedings. 
The House of Commons refust!d to consider the repeal of the Act. 

\Vhy was there no attempt (0 quell the riot made by the Lord Mayor ~tt 

the outset? There is no answer possible to this question. On Saturday, the :~ rd 

of June. Lord Stormont wrote from St. James's calling the Lord Mayor's attention 
to the danger of tumults, and express ing the confidenc~ of the Government in 
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Mayor take? We do not 
warned the Lord 1\'1 ayor. 
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to ' preserve the peace. What steps did the Lord 
know, On Sunday. 4th June, Lord Stormont again 

On Monday, Lord Stormont and Lord H iII~borollgh 
wrote togc ther. calling his attention to disorde rs actually at that moment going 
on. \Vhat st<.: ps did the Lord i\ Jnyor take? \\"e Jo nOt know, 

On the ilh of June, which \Va .. \Vedncsc! ay, thf' King. without reproaching the 

Lo rd Ma yor, lOok the matler iow his OWI1 hands, and ordered all quif'l f)f'ople to 

re mai n at home while his troops acted \\jlh results that we have ~!·I·n. 
The conclusion of the riols was followed by a corrt',,>pondcnn· and ;\ 

di scuss ion as to the puwer of the citil.cns to form tilf'ms('h-es into armed 
associations fo r the Illainte nance of order. Lord ~\mht!rst. Adjutallt Gent'ral, 
pointed out that no person can bear arms un less under the order!:> of a 
cOlllmiss io!l('d officer, a nd th ;} t associ;}tion~ mig-ht be f(Jrmed for the pLlrpo~e of 
order, but without the uSt! of arms. J Ie therefore ordered Col(l[)tl T\\ i~leton, 

the officer in command or the troops scm to the City, to allow no arms e:\cc'pt 
to th e. Ci t)' 1' l ili t i,\. I n fact. then: was gra\'e jealousy of the Cit~, the ,miwde 
of the Court of Common Council towards tht: King 'n the matter of the .\tllt'rican 
·War had no doubt had its effect. and there was sti ll a lively memory of the London 
citizens in the time of Charles I. 

On the t5th of J une a Ictte r was addressed to Lord Amherst from the 
ward's mote of Bridge \ \'aru \\'i thin, asking permis ... ion to form a company of 
fi fty of the more opulent citizens of the wa rd, to be armed. ex'~rcis<..'d. and 
drilled at their own expense. T o thi s letter Lord Amherst again rt:plied th;ll it wa .. 
not though t e.xpedient that any persons should bear ;11'1115 t'xc<:Pt for tlw defence 
of thei r houses or for USt· under com mand of a cOlllllli" .. iolled office r. Tht..: Lord 
Md),or acco rdingl), asked an expbnation of this lcttt:r, and recf'i\ <:<1 one explaining 

nothing. 
The Lord 1\ layo r replied at leng-th. calling :t ttellti(lll to I \\,ill. & ~lary, 

Stat. 11. Chap. 11., which g ranted the righ t " of all II is ~ I ajbt{s Prtlttstant suhjec ts 
to have arms fo r their defence suitCiolt: to their r.:ondi tion and as aIlO\~ec1 by !tt\\"." 

Lord Amherst, in re turn , laid it down that they migh t bear arllls. hut must 
not assemble in arms without the au thori t ), of H is 1\ lajest)' , In the il ollse of 
Commons, on the 17.th , it was s tated that the renson wh), the troops did so little 
to stop outrage was that the demand for their interference ~\as so common that 
they could no t accede in Ill any cases to the invita t ion .... 

The ('orresponde T1 ce condensed above was made the subject of disclission in 
both H ouses. The Duke of Richmond observed that thest:! letters were deposited 
in the public archives, a nd that they would descend to posteri t), as a most alarming 
precede m of a most \tiolellt and unwarrantable infringement of the const itut ion if 
no resolution of censure was e ntered on the records of Parliament, H owever, 
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nothing waS done. At the moment popular fury seemed the greatest evil facing 
the nalion. 

The following is a private letter. written on the 18th of September r 780, from it 

gentleman in London to onc in Yorkshire, giving his personal recollection of the 
riots (Placl! Collection):-

" None of my acquaintance h3ve recdved nny personal harm in the late riots, but severnl hnl'c 
had their effects burnL When ftres o.rt lighted up they mne no distinction regnrding religion. 
The whole :lppcars now like II. dream to me, and I had :1 capilfl.l sh:uc in scttling the business. 
being a member of the Milit:l.ry FOOl Association. So long as the mischief WRS confined merely to a 
few empty chapell>, people did not mind it; but when Newgate \\'as for<:oo open :md fired, the question 
w:ts 110 longer II. question merely of religion. It was the evening after that, when the Illililary were 
let loose, and when the London Association were under arms, amongst the rest your humble scrvanl, 
who pulled the trigger twice with ball Ihe fi rst night, and continued four nights more upon his legs 
in the streets, without intemlission, be5ides many other nights at inlen'als during n month afterwards. 
1 did not then, nor have not since, acqUAinted an)' of Ill)' relations thereof, because it might make 
them unC!1S), In case of nn)' future commotion. The first night's sen'ice exhibited an awful but 
beautiful scene. Figure to yourself e\'ery man, woman, and .;hild in the streets, panic-struck, the 
atmosphere .:lS red .:lS IJlood with til t: nsct:wJing fire, muskets firing iu C\'(' r)' p:lrl, .:lnd consequently 
men, women, and children lyIng sprnwling in the strt.'eIS; nil the lower ord!:r of people stark mad 

, \\·ith liquor, hU1.1..."ling and p.1rnding \\ith flags. Our corps assembled .:It a t:lllern ncnr Guildhall about 
eight in the cl'ening ; from thence we proceedt:d in files throt1gh the multilUde (who hissed us all the-

, way) 10 the Mansion House, which is in the heart of the Cit)', and wi thin about fift), yards distance 
from the Dank of gngland nnd the Royal Exchange. T he King's Guards took possession of all the 
streets, facing c"cr), wa)', nlld suffering nobody to remtlin within except our (:arps, which co\'eted 
them, and the civil and militar), officers. We had not heen in this position nbo\'e ten minutes before 
mobs aPPrQ,2,ched us down Che:1pside, nnd were fired upon. Soon after another mob came toward!! 
the n.,nk :md were also fired upon. Within the lines :til was IlCrfectiy still and silent, but on all sides 
without the air was rent with huzz:u;.. The mob, consisting of thie\"es of ever)' species, had some 
pistols, "'hich were fired, but felt no inclin:ttion to Sl.:ly when they fdt the musket b.1U nmongst them. 
Of course the business 1\~S soon settled ncar the Oank of England, but the populace fell ul>OTI lesser 
game. Private houses in different parts of the neighbourhood were begun to be r:msnckcd, and the 
inhabitants came to the Mansion House begging protection. The King's troops could not mO\'e 
from their positions near the nank ; therefore it fell to the lot of part of our corps to m:'lrch nt about 
cleven <fclock. We wcnt to Broad Street, where was a large mob ransacking n house, . nnd burning 
the furniture in the mCCL They would nOt dispcTllC, and bid us fire and be d- d. Of course there 
'wall soon exhibited a scene of killed, wounded, and dying. I belong to the comp.an), which then went 
in from. Those who could nm, after a few were hurt, did run, except four that we S<.-'CUred in the 
house. We were "cry merciful 10 them, by firing onl), one gun :'It oncc, instead of a volley, thereby 
ji(i"ing time to many to gct 01T. This business being settled, nnd thc fi re put out, we proceeded and 
did the same at another lire, rOllnd which a mob was gathered, who ran away at first sight of U~, 

knowing that we were in earnest. We wcre very bus)' all night after lit different places. From that 
night all rioting ce3.scd in the City. The following nights the King's troops rested under arms in Ihe 
Hank and the Exchange, and the As9Ociation look their fomler post; bUl we had little to do except 
to pD.trol the different tit rcclS, and enter houscs in the dead of the night for the purpose of apprehending 
objects of public justice. We were lastly called upon to attend the public executions in differe.1ll 1>.1rts, 
with which service our c:unp.1ign h.u closed. It hllll I>ei!n very ineonvcnient to many of us, but for 
my O'ol'n p .. trt, I confm that nothing J ever did has pleased lIle more, because our conduct hns mel with 
the highest applause from all panics .:lnd nil mnks of men here, blackguards excepted. The public 
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papers have onen milllaken us (or the Guards, therefore you may pO!Isibly not hlvC he.ud or any such 
cQrp!! as the London Association. Our uniform is very handsome, much like the drcs'i of officcrs ill 
some of the King'. regimenLS. Our numbers arc now neM 500, but IIOt 311 disciplined. " 

On the 18th of January '793. Lord George Gardon, the term of his imprison
ment ha vi ng expi red, was brought il1lo the Court of King's Bt!llch for fhe purpose 
of bei ng adm itted to ba il; he was accompanied by the ket::pcr, two men as hi!> bail, 
and severa l J ews. H e had a large slouched hat on his head. and wore illl enormous 
beard. H e was orde red to take off his hat. which he rdusl!d. The Coun 
directed the crier to take it off, which he did accordingly. Lord George desired 
the Court to take notice that his hat had uecn takell off uy violence. H e then 
deliberatdy took out of his pocke t a white cap, which he put upon his head. and 
ti ed a handkerchief over it: after which he produced ;1 paper, cntitled .. The 
Petit ion of Israel Abraham George Gordon, commonly called Lord George 
Gordon." l it: said the petition was an apology for appearing with his head 
covered, agreeauly to the cUStom of the Jews. BY'<I conformity to this custom 
he meant no disrespect to the Court. as it arose purdy from the tenderness of 
hi s consc ience. since he had entered into the" holy covenant of circumcision." 
The pe tition was read by the officer of til(': COllrt. anJ COil rained many arguments, 
drawn from thc Jewish writers. in favour of appearing with his head covered 
before all men. T he sentence against him fo r the libels was. at hi~ request, read, 
after which he read a written p;)per. the suostance of which \\as. [hat he had becn 
impri soned for five years among murderers. thit.:\·cs, etC.. and tnat <Ill the 
consolation he hao arose from his trust in God: tbat he was compeJlt'd to find 
secu ri ty for his good behaviour for fourteen years. himself in £jOOO and two 
sureties in £2jOO each. In ordcr to obtain his enlargement he h.ld brought 
two persons into court. who wcre read), to become his bail: but the Attorney
Gene ral objecting to the ba il proposl:!d, and producing af(ldavits of their incom
petency, Lord George was remanded to prison. where shortly afterwards he 
died. 



CHAPTER" 

POLICE AND JUSTin: 

h~ this chapte r I have to consider the conditions of London in the e ighteenth 
century from the criminal and the police point of view. The view presented 
to us by the contemporary records, by the stalemCniS of those who wrote 0 11 

the subject: and by reports of trials, is darker than that of any previolls period. 
There is a very dark side to London always and in every age; there has al ways 
existed in the great city a large criminal class; there has always been among 
us-not of us-a race apa rt of vagabonds, rogues, beggars. 3 11<.1 professional 
thieves. In the eigh teenth century th is class grew to proport ions which te rrified 
those who understood, while it pu t forth long a rms and raked into its company 
thousands who had hitherto, from father to son. been steady nnd well -conducted 
craftsmen of the City. J shall show the condi tions of the time, first from the 
point of view put forward by the presentments of the G rand Jury of 1\1 idd lcsex ; 
next. by essays on the subject written in 1731 , 1750, and 1796; th irdly, by the 
condition of the police and the working of the rewards system; fourthly. by 
actual cases of crime and violence. 

I shall then consider a trial at the Old Bailey; the condit ion of the 
criminal prisons; the method of conducting ext:!cut ions a t T ybu rn ; the 
punishments of imprisonment, the hulks, pillory, the stocks, whipping. e tc. This 
inquiry will further include an account of the debtors' prisons. 

A .. Presen tment " by the Grand Jury of Middlesex for the main tenance of 
religion and order and the discouragement of vice seems to have been expected 
from time to time, like the sovereig n's proc.lamation aga inst vice which surprises 
lhe world at irregular intervaJs. Three notable Grand Jury presentments 
have been prcst.! rved -that is, have been published where they are accessible i 
I suppose they are all preserved somewhere. The three are those of 1728, 1741. 
and 1744. In the first the Grand Jury, among other things, call auention-

(I) To the drinking of gin (Maitland. p. 544). 
(2) To [heinere.,e of beggars. 
(3) T o the immoralities of the masquerades. 

4" 

• 
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Perhaps in consequence of this presen tment it W<.IS made illegal to se ll 
spirits in less qualllilies than two gallons without a licence. The presentment 
of 174 1 protes ted againM the interference of soldiers in an c1ectl(jn. and com
plained again of the lIlcrcasc of b(·ggar}'. Thl: laller 1;:\,11 was Il1L t by a 
charter granting p't:rmis~jon lO create additional Jllslices of the Peace. 

T he third prcsclltnlf'nt. dWl of 17.'.1. is ,t most remarkable.: docunwnt. I t is 

di rected against luxury, c:-;tr<l\'ugancc, and ill·famt:. ,\nd It names, openl),. 
persons as well as plact:s :-

"We, the ( :r:md Jury. sworn to enqui re for OUf ~oh:r..:ign l.onl the Kine:. and the liody vi tlus (Qunt). 
h:avc ubscncd, from most of the presentments of n;lurn~ ddiH'tcd If, us by the I.:on~t:thles of tht .. I.ount). 
that the)" hal'e been, a~ we apprehend and feJ.T, \'cr) rCllli,~ in their duty, b)' n.:turmnJ.l tlu.:tr sClcr:ll di~tricts 

and di\'i~ions to he qui>.!t and in good order. or w that effect. 
\\here:l~ the COntr;lfY d(lc~ mo~t m:lnifc~tly :tpl 'l::tr, in I1wn)· lIl~t;lIlf"e~. 3~ \\ell fmm the an;ounts nr 

nUI·dtlscments \1 ... read in tht dJ.il~· p"]ll.:r\, printcd and di~llCrsed \\ithin tIll' ("nUllt)", in\"lun:.: :md 
!k"dudn~ nOl only the i nhabitant ~ . but all lltitt!T pu~n .. , tu &CI cr;t! pl;'f'e:. hpJ apart for the entour:a~c· 
ment of hIXIIT}, extr:l\"agancc, atld idlcllc,>s, :lllll. IIC (l'ar, uther \Iid.t.:t.l illl' . .:a11'1ITpu,l.."s . 

. \nd we do accordmgly ht;rehy preSellt, as places r!C1I1lU" (If great e},tr;II·"c:an, ". IU\Ltry. iJIt'ne~~, and 
ill.fallle, the !;cn:r:'ll hou~e", pl:tn:~, and IlCr~ons following, Illthin thl ... f"\JUnty, 10 \\It-

(t) The I ~'\d)' ;\Iorningwn, and hu gaming·holl,e, in Or nl';tr ("(II·cnt (;ardl·n, lIuhin Ihi~ ('ount~. 
(:) T he L"IJy (':htie, and ht'T f!aming,hou~e, ill or ncar COleTll (;arden, Ilithin thi!> county. 
(J) The proprielor.. of 11ll! a\"enue~ leading If) and from the :.c\tr.ll 1'1a~hou,e' In ('olent (;arden 

and Urury LlOC, HI tins county. fur not prc\'cnting lIidol'd, loo,c, and (li'o rd~,rtr I'cr-,on~ froll1lollcntlg 10 
the front of thcir ~e\·cr:lI hOIl~e~ 011 pI;!}" ni;,;hts : by Illmlt lIeglect and the riot()u!> bchal"iuur o( ~u{"h 
disorderly penoon." 11l:tn)" of hi, \faje~t)'s ~oud 5ubi'·u~ aTC often tn dallgcT of lo~in;; theIr lilt'S or 
reeei\'i ng some other Ixxlil) harrn, and ;Ire frequently robbed /If their watdlt~ :lnd mOlle}, 10 Ihe great 
discredit of eil·il gOlcrnmcllt. 

(4) The proprictor.. 01 the hou~e and dilisi()n~ callcd Sadler'!; \\el1~. :1dJoiuin~ tu tht' Xl'l\ Klier II "ad, 
in or ncar hlington, late one lon·er\ nOlI prc\cnd£:d \(I \"'; opened and (arried on b) )0111\ \\arn::n, 
Withi n this count)', where there i:. frcfIUt;[lIly:t Tnt>rt (,(great numhers of l(IO!;c, di~ord~·r1}, idle people. 

(5) The proprietor:. of ;t I'la~·e (";II]('u :\'l· .... \I clb, tn (;""dlll:1l1 .... I ic1d~. :It the 1I0ttom of Lemon 
Street, withtn this county, II'hae :lTe dall) lIlet:ling~ of di~()TdeTly. idle p<:ol'l(;, 

(6) The proprietors of a placc calkd the ~e\\ \\ db, neaT London :'11:1\\, Clt'rkClllld1. within thili 
county, lI'here great numbers of dbordcrly people meet. ,\nl! 

(7) The proprietors of:t. p,ace called lIalbm'~ New Theatre, at ~[a}I;lir, lIithtn IIH~ county, where 
there :t.re usually great meetings of e\·il and disorderly, idle perwn~, 

In the year li3t there a rose the first orman)"" Billl:!r Cries" :lSlO the violence 
and the robberies carri('d on in the City of London. .. Vioil:nce and plunder," says 
lhe au thor of the pamphil:t on lhe subject, .. are no longer confined to the 
highways, where tht robbels have lurking' - places to hide. and numberless 
turnings to avoid and escape the pursuit of the countr)." 

"The scene is quite \Chang'd, th!.' field of actinn j, r"Olov'd; and the actors thenlsch·es nrc likevdse 
changed. The scene, I say. is changed; the streets of the City arc nOw the plac~s of danger; men are 
Imocked down and robb'd, nay, sometjme~ lIlurder.:d [It their own dool'5, and in pa-,,!.ing and rt:passing 
from house to house, or {roni sho!, to shop. 



BIGHTEENtH CENTURY . 

Stage coaches are robbed in Hiah "olbaum, Whitecbapel, Vall Mall, Soha. and at almost all the 
a\'enues to the Cit)'. Hackney coaches and gentlemen's coaches arc stopt in Chcal)5ide, 51. Paul's 
Churth),.ard, the Str:md, and other the 1'00it NOwdcd streets, lind that even while the people in throngs arc 
passing and repassing. M it were at their elbows. 

Nor are these personal \'iolenCc.."li the only gric..-ances which we have to compl~in 0(; but the boldness 
nnd muilitude of lewd and disorderly persons of both sexes, which throng Ihe streets as soon as the 
c\'ening may be said to begin, 3re such, that renders it not only unpleas:mt, but indeed unsafe, to hu'nesl 
and modest people to be abroad. or go from place to pl:tce, bowc\'cr I:\w(ul or however urgent their 
occasions may be. .. 

He goes on to point out that in a city so full of narrow and winding ways 
and dark alleys thieves may lurk in safety, while it is impossible in a place 
of so much business to avoid going about with large sums of money, bills, 
ilnd other things of value. If the streets are unsafe, he says that the 
houses are equally exposed to housebreakers of the greatest daring. 

A new method of robbing people is by threatening letters. Mone)' must be 
deposited in a particular place. If not, the house will be set on fire, or the man 
ilnd his family will be murdered. I n addition to these evils, there are the watch
men and constables who are tOO ofren in league with the robbers and are bribed 

r
y them. I t is remarkable in this exposl that the writer, neither at this point nor 
flcrwards, suggestS that the citizens should simply show fight. In fact, the spirit 
f fight had gone out of the City; or, to speak more truthfully, the better class 

had ceased to fight. The)' had become a peaceful folk, desiring nothing but 
tuiet and order. which they could nOt enforce. and utterly unable to stand up 
r;gainst the open robberies that disgraced their streets. The 'prentices, even, 
ilad left off fighting. The old civic love of battle lingered on, it is true, but 
with the mob, the lowest and most dangerous class, who supplied the robbers 
of the street and highway, the housebreakers, and the wri ters of the blackmail 
letters. 

The author of the pamphlet traces the history of these crimes back to 
the reign of Charles the Second. But there were rogues before that monarch 's 
lime. Here we need not follow him. H e tells us that on the accession of 
William and Mary, and especially through the ' resolute action of the latter, 
a general reformation of morals was effected j a watch set upon the roads; the 
Lord 's Day was kept holy; on that day no coaches plied in the streets, no 
boats upon the river; the fields were deserted 011 Sunday and the churches 
were full; assoc iations were formed by the citizens for the assistance of the 
constables. But these associa tions became rapidly lukewarm in their zeal; and, 
indeed, a new aid to virtue, which rendered their aid useless, appeared when 
the war ?roke out. This carried off the rogues and the rascals of London b)' 
the thousand. c1c.ared the streets of the bullies, and sent off hundreds of the 
women to follow the camp. For a brief space London enjoyed a respite 

• 
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(rom rogues . But they came back, the rogues and the women, their com
pan ions and confederates, and all who had not fallen on the field of vice: the 
Queen was dead ; the associations had melted away: and lhe streets \Ver e 

abandoned once more [ 0 a watch which grew yearly mort; ineffective. so that 
the state of the City became worse than ever. 

We then arrivt: at the remedy. J t is, says our author. very wisely, to break 
up the nests and re trea ts of the rogues ; to persecute them, to leave them no plact:! 
of refuge. Thei r homes were the hOllses which we now call disorderly-ther used 
to have a coarser and a plainer name-and certain dens of wickedness, licensed as 
taverns, which were then called niglll·houscs. The disorderly house 3pt:aks fur il!~df; 

it is al ways in every age the chosen haunt of every kind of dC\'ilr), the place 
where men are robbed. or incited to rob; are stripped of their own or cncollraged 
to strip others; the home of IUSl , illusion. pretence, robbery, and murder. T he 
night. llOuse, al though its name suggests crime, was at the beginning simply intended 
as a house of call for thos\.: whost: trade obligcd them LO work !att: into the nig-ht 
or to begin work early in the morning. For instance. the houses about Covent 
Garden, where the men who havt: to be at thei r place in tht! market with fruit and 
vegetables at two in the morning can obtain coffce and other refreshments. arc 
night-houses in the old sense of the word. But the night-house became corrupted: 
it ceased to be the house of late men working in the night: it was converted into 
;1 refuge and receptacle for loose women and tht:ir bullies. and for the young Into 
whom the wOlllen enticed illlo going with them to their destruction. E\'err night 
there were robberies in these dens; the robbers ran out by the back door \\ hi Ie the 
constables were called and while they were breaking open the front: they "cre all 
in league together ; the night-house became: simply a school for the education, 
and a res idence and business reson , of all who plundered thc rich and li\'ed upon 
the wickedness of the vicious. They also maintained a corn.:spondence \\ ith each 
other, so that when one place grew tOO hot for a man he could find shelter 
in another. 

Our writer proceeds to consider the various remedies proposed. For instance. 
that no women shall be suffered to walk in the street alone after dark. This 
is mani festly impossible. \Vhy should respectable women par so heavy a penalty 
for the incompetence of the 1)Olice? That the watch shall be multiplied. But 
in a city so full of winding courts and lanes, how ca ll a watch, however numerous. 
protect the people ? That the watch be armed with firearms. But there has always 
been a rooted object ion to a garrison in the City. H t! dOt:s nOt m<::nlioll , as was 
said ~bove. the most obvious .and natu ral remedy. that the ci t izens should fight 
(or their own protection. The best guard against a str<::ct robber is a stom cudgel, 
such as Dr. Johnson, some years later. adopted wi th the best results. 

The remedy which this writer proposed was the simple one of revoking licences 

" 
• 
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and only allowing them to persons of good character. And tha t this restriction 
must be universal; not begun, that is, at \Veslminster. so that the rogUes, driven 
out of one pia<;e. flOd refuge in anolhtl', bur that all the J list ices alike, in London, 
\Vestminsler. Middlesex. and urrey, should unite in the determ inat ion to license 
victuallers only on condi tion of good conduct. 

A so·called "Prisoner in N ewgatc," in the year ' 718. wrote a pamphlet on 
thieves and thief·takers, which, though a clumsy performance, conveys some 
information as to the practices of tbe lime. He throws his information into the 
form of a dialogue. A countryman is introduced to a thieves' house of resort. 
He asks who the people are, and is informed by the landlord, with a strange and 
unnatural candour. Yonder are three housebreakers lately let out from Newgate, 
the case not being proved against them; the turnkeys have Aeeced thcm out 
of all their mOne)T; and they are now laying their heads together to devise a way 
to make marc. There are two wenches beginning their trade as street-walkers 
and thieves. There is a young sailor who will probably join lhe housebreakers. 
There are a lot of boys drinking and gambling ; they are pickpockets. There 
is a fellow who has just robbed a shop of its account books and has told the th ief- taker 
bout it ; that worthy will make the shopkeeper redeem them and will then keep 

most of the money himself. There is an old gentleman who can no longer rob, 
~ut who can find out what is going on and where there will be a throng of 

~
Ple; he has just ascertained, for instance, that an Archbishop is to preach a 

arity sermon on SUllday next, which will bring together a great many people. 
hose are" Battalions of Street Files," i.e. companies of pickpockets. You sec 

\ at they are supping in great splendour. One of the ladies has had four husbands. 
the first three of whom were hanged, while the four th has had the honour to be 
condemned four times. 

News is brought that the King is going to open Parliament that very day; 
half of them jump up and run away to join in the crowd and pick pockets. There 
is a great noise outside; a man rushes in dripping wet. while the mob in the street 
roars and bawls after him; it is a thief caught in the act; they have ducked him 
seven or eight times, first in a horsc·pond, and then in the Thames to wash him. 
There are five women crying together because their husbands are a\l to be 
hanged to-morrow; we need not pity them. because they will console them
selves with a new husband the day after. Those three stout fellows with pistols are 
footpads; a constable, followed by five men, enters the room and arrests the 
three; one of them fires a pistol and kills one of the posse; they are then 
secured and marched off. 

At the sight of the constable and his posse the rest of the company 
.vanish with great rapidity until there is no one left except the prisoners and 
the constable and his men. Then the landlord humbly invites the constable to 
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take a bottle with him, and hopes the name of his house \\ au ld not be 
mentioned. for indeed it would greatly injure hi s reputation i f it were known 
that such people had been taken in his house-it place of such good rc puu'. 

The well-kno wn history of Jonathan Wild has become lhf' t)'pical case of 
a thief-taker in confederation and conspiracy with thieves whom ht. encouraged, 

buying and receiving their stolen goods lIlllil he thoug ht it was to his interest 
to lay information against them and to g Cl them hanged. At the same time r.e 
had an office where he openly received people who had been robbed. and for a 
large consideration undertook to gel them their money or their goods back 
again. He was, in fact. a villain of the blackest complexion possible. U 0 : 

fortunate l),. however, he was only one of many villains as bad as himself, but 
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not so dever. As for his private life; he had desen ed his wife and taken up 
with a wo man who knew all the villainies and mOSt of the villains of the lown. 

In this way she was of the greatest assistance to him. There were, however, 
other women who became his mistresses. \Vhen his proceedings became too 
notorious to be allowed any longer, it was found necessary, in order to stop him. 
if not to put him into Newgate. 10 pass a special Act of Parliament (4 George 1.)
an Act which wholly failed. The following clause was levelled directl y agains t 
Jonathan \Vild and practitioners in the same line;-

"And ,.,.bereas there are dh'ers persons, ..... ho have secret acqullintnnce \\~th felons, nnd who mak.e it 
their business 10 help persons 10 their stolen goods, and hy that means ga.in moncy from them, which is 
ah'ided between them and the felons, whereby tbey gre:lllyencourage such offenders. Be it enneted by 
the authority nfortsaid, that wherever a.ny person taketh money or reward, di~'Ct1y or indirectly, under 
pretence, or upon 3ccount of helping any person or persons 10 any stolcn g~8 or chattels, every such person 
SQ taking mooe)' or reward as aforesaid (unless such person do apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, such 
(don, "'ho stole the ume, and give evidence against him) s.hall be gui lty of felony, nccording to the 
nnttm.l oC the felony committed in stealing such goods, and in such and the same mnnner as if such 
,offender hila stolen 6uch goods nnd chntte1s in the mllnner and witb such circumstances all the 6,'tme 
were stolen." 

Seven years after the passing of this Act, viz. on the 15th of February 1725. he 

E
s brought before the magistrate, charged with assisting a certain Johnson, a 

ighwayman, to make· his escape, He was committed to Newgate, and at the 
t:Ssions of the 24th he entered hTs prayer either to be tried that session, or 
iled, or discharged, But ~hcre came into court a -warrant of detajner~ with 

everal informations on oath, the most important or which arc the rollowing :-
I 

"(I) That, (or many years past., Jonatlun Wild has been a confedernte with great numben of 
high<tl'llymcn, pickpockets, housebreaken., shopl ifters, and other thieves. 

(2) That he h:u fanned a kind of corporation of thie,'cs, of which he is the head or director, nnd, 
thaI notwithstanding his pretended services. in detecting and prosecuting offenders, he procured such 
only 10 be hanged as concealed their booty, or refused to share it ",·jth him. 

(3) That he hits divided the to",'O and country into 110 many dislricts nnd Ilppointed distinct gangs 
for each, 1I'ho regul:uly aec.ount to him (or their robberies. 

(4) That the persons employed by him Ilre, for the most part, felons conyict, who arc returned from 
transportation before the time for which they \I'ere transl)Orlcd hll$ expired; :md thllt he mllkes choice o ( 

them to be hili agent~ because they cannot be legal e"idenee ngllinst him. 
(5) That he hill! not only been a receiver of stolen goods, as well as of writingr; of aU kinds, for 

near fifteen years l).1st, but has frequently been a confederate and robbed along with the Ilbove·mentioned 
convicted felons. 

(6) Th:ll in order to carry on thest vile praeti~ and to gain somc credit with the ignornnt multitude, 
he u!iU:llly cafTied a short silyer staff, as 11 oodge of nUlhority from the Government, which he uses to 
IlrOOuee whell he himself has been COncerned in robbing, in order to 'how that he has been endeavour-
ing to arref>t the robbe.... . 

(7) ThIlt he has, under his care and direction, severnl warehouses for receiving and concenling 
Itoleo goodt; aod also a ship for cllfT)'ing off je'A'els, wiltehes, and other \'aluablc goods to H olland, 
.here he has a. superannuated thief tLCting Ill! hil fa ctor. 
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(8) And l:t1illy, it appears, that he has oftcn sold human blood, by procuring r"lse e\'idenu, to '''tar 
persons into lIets they were nOt guilty of; sometimes to prevent them (rom being evidences 383UlSt 
himself, and ll t other limes for the sake of the gtent reward!! olTered by the Government." 

In the year 171 8. Olll! H ilchin published a pamphlet tmided The i?c,f'ulalor, 
or a Discover), of the Thieves, TI,iej.takcrs. and Locks. i" alld ah(lu/ Ihe City 
oj L ondou, with tIle TMcj-Ial,crs' P,'or/alllation: also alt AcrOlfll' oj all Ihe Flath 
IVords 1l0W itl vogut! all/ollg the Thieves. I n this pamphlt:t the writer, l\larshal, 

endeavours to revenge himselr on JOl1(1than h} exposing him. Ill! gives an 

account of several of his tri cks and transactions, describes tht: vari(Jw; gangs of 

th ieves unde r his command or influence. and n..:Iates lhl! greatt:s t a lrucili(;s, in 

which he openly names Jonathan as the prime mover. He then gives an 
account of the (lash houses, names tht:I11, and the persons \\ ho keep them. This 
is followed by "A List of T hieves now at liLt!rt)' who are Jon.Hhan \\'ild's 

\"Ieekly Pensioners. I JIS." These are nOt only named. but sto ries arc told of 

wha t they do, and of wh1t Jonathan and they do togethl.:r. From this account 

it appears that the peace office rs, the turnktys of tht! prisons. Jonathan \YiIJ. 
and even the jtlstict:s. were all connected together. The language is l!xcet!dingly 

gross, a nd the charges are such as could now be made with impunity against no man. 

After two months of prison, Jona than was finally indicted for receiving money 

of one Catherine S te lham, on pretence of recovering a p.lcket of s tolen lace \\ hich 

he never in tended or atlempted to recover ~ nor did he app rehend or cause to 
be apprehended the felon who stole thl! lace. This lin Ie Lusiness W'.IS actually 

transacted in Newga te itself. He was tried on this single indictment, :.>robably 
because it was the one most easily provt!cl. His trial took place on the 26th of 

April 17 25. H e was round guil ty anclst:J1u:llceclto dCalh. l lis behaviour in prison 

arter hi s senlence mar be read in the pages of Fidding. If thell history is not 

true, it ought to be. On the night bt!fore his execution he endeavoured 1O poison 

himself with laudanum bu t d id not quite sllccl:!eci; he was placed in the can half 

insensible and carried off to Tyburn tree, whe re he was hanged, amid the 

tumultuous applause of the whole l7i)audcrit' of London. 

" It is nOt cas),," says the narrator in the Piner Ci"'tr!Jillt, "to e:l.prcss with what roughness the 
mob treated hilll. Instead of those signs or pity which they gcnerall) show, whcn common criminals 3re 
going to execution, they reviled and cursed him, pelting him with dirt and stones continually. The other 
malefactors being ready to be turned off and the executioner telling him he might takc any re3S0ruble 
time to prepare himsetr, he continued sitting in the cart for a tinle while, hm the mob grew so outrageous 
o\l the indulgence, that they called out incessantly to the hangman 10 do his dut)" and threatened to 
knock him on the head if he did not immediately l>erform it. Finding delay dangerous, he no longer 
dererred to gh'e the populace the I;titisfactiQn they desired." 

\OVild was buried in old St. Pancras Churchyard, but next morning his empty 

coffin was found lying in the road oUls ide the churchyard , so that it was naturally 
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supposed that the dis5eCting.room gOt him. Perhaps his skeleton still adorns the 
col1ections of the College of Surgeons. 

He had one son br the wife whom he deserted- four other women were 
treated in the same manner; the last mistress alone deplored her loss. His boy, 
who was nineteen at the lime of his (adler's execution, was of so turbulent a 
disposition that it was thought proper to confine him on the da)' of the execution 
for fear he should do a mischief to some one in the mob. He afterwards sold 
himself as a servan t to the planta.tions. This means one of twO things: ei ther 
he went abroad to gel out of the way, or he fell into the hands of crimps who 
made him drunk and so persuaded him to go out to America. Perhaps, some
where in Virginia, there are still living descendan ts of J onathan \o\'ild ; the 
historian, however. must admit that the young man was more likely to follow his 
father's steps and be hanged. 

\\ie owe to Henry Fielding an account, clear and plain, of the condition of 
London as regards robbery in the year 1750. His work, called A'I, ElIt]uiry 
ill/O the causes of the la/r Increase of R(Jbbtrs, clc., 'With sOllie P roposals for 
Remedyi,,¥, the rroWi1tg Evil, appenred in 1751 and speedi ly weill into a second 
Widon. He begins with assuming. as a fact known to everybody, that the 
streets and roads were infested with robbers of every kind, and that the town 
'as threatened with the formation of gangs and companies like the Italian 

bandilti, and companies such as lhat maintained so long by the famous Cartouche. 
f \Vhat, first of all, he asks, are the causes of this increase of crime? Two 
auses might be assigned; but Fielding could not rise nbove the ideas of his 
ime. He could not, for instance, perceive that the cowardice of the citizens, 

who had not only left off carrying arms but no longer possessed the old fighting 
instinct, who were even afraid of giving evidence. and were terrorised in to 
silence, was the first and greatcst causc of all the riots, rohberie-.s, and mobs 
of the last century. The second cause was the abst:nce of a vigilant and 
efficient police. 

However, Fielding assigns as the mOSt important cause, ~ great increase in 
luxury among the lower kind of people. But in evc:ry age the moralist inveighs 
against the luxury of the times. I f Fielding could have seen the comforts which 
are now within the reach of the working classes; if he could have foreseen a 
lime of clean linen, broadcloth, baths, warm petticoats, good boots, daily flesh 
meat, fruit in plenty, for the working classes, he might have asked himself 
whether the raising of the standard is such a very bad thing for the people. In 
his enumeration of luxuries he points to the increased love of distractions j to 
the masquerade, the ridolto, and the opera, whither even the tradesmen reSOrt. 
when they can afford it, and to the innumerable gardens, wells, houses, and taverns 
",:here aU kinds of people are found, even the very lowest; where the cruftsman 
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spends his t ime and his money, and where the shopkeeper learns the shortest 
way to a debtors' prison. But the Londoner has always from the very earl iest 
times run eagerly after the tabor and the pipe. 

Th(;! second calise, he says, is the drunkt:nness so prevalent. lie poin ts out 
that there arc existing excelIclll laws for the prevention of this vice:' penal ties 
of fines and stocks for the offender, were these 1:1WS (lilly enforced: hut they arc 
not. Why? Because there are no police. ~l fact which he docs not undt.:rslano. 

" A new kind of drunkenness, unkno\\ n to our ancestors, has lalcly sprung up among~t U~, which, 
if not put a SLOp 10, will infallibly destroy a greal part of thc inferior people. °1 he drunkcnne~~ 1 11\:rc 
intend is that acquired by the strongest intoxicating liqu()r";, nnd vartitularlr IJ)' that Il<Jison called (:in." 

Thl! nex t cause is the vice of gambl ing. Here, .again, he t:numera tes the 
laws which, from time to time, have becn passed against gambling. He does 
not, howcver. ask the very pertinent qut::stion, "\"hat is the usc of passing laws 
which the whole countrr is bent upon brt::aking?" J'he various r.;.nactments arc 
curiolls. Henry \ ' 111. would not allow any craftsman to play c.mls or dice 
except at Christmas, Who looked into the craftsmen's houses Or tavern,; to St;C 

that the law was obcyed? The informer, it is true, would get half the fine; 
but what else would he get when he went back among his rriends against 
whom he had inrormed? At what time in history was th l! English craftsman 
meek and rorgiving to the informer? Queen Anne Illiltt:rna\1y ordered that 
cheating at cards shottkl be punished by .t fine or fiv e timt:s the sum so won, 
Are there any cast:s un record in which that fine was inflicted? \\'as:t thought 
good form, when two men sat down to play, for the loser to prosecute the winner? 
George II., out of his fdlherly heart, ordt: red a fine of five times the sum 
won or lost, fairl)' or unfairly. Did anyone l:vcr pn}' that fine? Did any pl.lyer 
ever inrorm agaill~t his friends? He also forbade the games of Pharaoh, the 
Ace of Hearts, Bn!-!sct, Hazard, Roly Poly. and all other gamt:s of cards. Yet 
they nourish to this day, and have ruined thei r thousands and the; r tens of 
thousands and their h~lJldred s of thousands. since this Act was passed, 

Fielding then proceeds to consider the laws that relate to the provision of 
the poor. And he shows how laws actually intended to bellt:fu them have been 
turned into weapons for their oppression. Here he anticipates thc action of the 
Charity Organisation Society. and points alit the roolishness of indiscriminate alms. 

Next comes the evil of the "fence." One of the greatest encouragements 
' to dishonesty is tilt: care and security with which a rogue disposes of his plunder. 
Pawnhrokers tbere are in plenty who will buy up anything brought to them, 
Some satisfy their consciences by expressing the hope that the things are honestly 
come b)'; others engage openly with the thieves. The latter send everything 
(hey buy to Rotterdam or Amsterdam, where they sell a t a vast profi t what they 
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bought for a song. The existence of this ki1)d of trade was revea.led somewhere 
about the: rear 1750 by the examination of a J\!W named Cados:), who carried 
it 00. Again. the pc,:sons robbed were generally ready to a.dvertise that they 
would give a rewan.l for the return of the goods "and 110 questio1ts as/":cd "
a custom which was of course a direct encouragement to thieves. 

In this case, as in all others, Fielding points out that the existing law was 
sufficient to check the practice. For instance, there was the smtute of George J I., 
which provided th:1t receivers of stolen goods were to be transported for fourteen 
years. The weak point in the law, however, was the extreme difficulty of call· 
victing, because the thief was not allowed to be a witness in the case. 

A chapter on the laws relating to vagabonds may be passed over. 
The author next considers the encouragement to crime which was held out 

by the chance. notoriously one to be considered. of escapil1g without being appre· 
hended, much less tried. Everybody knew that lIlany rogues carried on their 
villainies with impunit)" simply because they terrorised the officers and the people. 
I t was also notorious that any attempt to arrf'Sl a robber would l~ad to a rescue 
b)T armed confederates. Here. again, by the law, such an arrest was in lhe 
power of every one and ought to be performed by everyone. But, first, the Jaw 
~"as never explained or taught to the people. To this day, how many persons 
~now their own rights. their own dUlies, and thei r own responsibilities ill the 
matter of deaJing with criminals caught in the act? Next, against cowardice, the law 
Js powerless. As to the cowardice of the ordinary ci tizen of the eighteenth century. 
the history of tbe continual rioting and mob violence which disgraces the annals 
of London proclaims the fact. The cirizens left the discovery· of crime to paid 
Informers. and they thought to suppress crime by multiplying capital -offences 
which their juries refused to carry !nto effect; they allowed . the name of thief· 
catcher to become as infamous as that of informer. 

There were, next. in favour of the rogue, the difficulties attending prosecution. 
ProsecUlors, Fielding says, are of ten-

"I. Fearful and readily intimidated by the lhrC!lts oflhe Gang. 
l. Delic::ue, and unable to appear in a public cour,. 
J. Indolent, 50 that they will not gh'c themseh'es the trouble of n prosecution, 
+ Avaricious, and therefore unwilling to undergo the expense of it j many perll:lps find their account 

in compounding the matter. 
S. Tender-hearted. and re1uct.ant to take aWAy the lire of a man. 
Lastly, necessitous, nnd cannot really atrord the cost, howe\'cr small, together with the loss of time 

." .. bich Iluends it." 

Of course, one asks al the present day, why should there be any COSt III prose
cuting a criminal? 

Suppose. however, that all these obstacles havt: been removed, there IS 
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another very importa.nt difficulty, that of conviction. Street robberies a rc gener
ally committed in lhe dark; all alibi is always set lip by the prisoner's r .. iends. 
In many robberies the victim is knocked on the head, or the robber is disguised; 
there a re more than one concerned. and in the confusion it is impossible to make 
out clearly any of thei r faces; or, again. an accomplice, if he is admiw'f1 as witness, 

is seldom considered worthy of credi t. i\l an), other difficul ti es will occur. Once 
more, for the encouragement of criminals, there is the chance of ohtaining a pardon; 
not a slender and small chance, but an ex tremely probable and p()~sibl(; event. 
It Illus t he remembered that the Ki ng himsd f sig ned tv{' ry warrnnt for an execu
tion. Naturally , the King was inclined to err Oil lhe !. idc of mercy, and to pardon 
all thosc whose cases presented a n)' reasonable claim for doubt. 

Lastly, supposing the felon to have been sliccessfullr arn;stl~d, committed, 
t ried, convicted , and sentenced ; \\ hat about the manner of execlLtion? Lt t us 
quote Fielding's own words:-

" Hut ir c\'cry h'>llC which I ha\'c mentioned fails the thid; if he ,hould he cli,co\·ert:.1. apprehended 
Pl"'05eCuted, com'icted, and refused a 1)'1.rdon ; what I, his situation then' !--urdy m"~t Sloolll)" ;wcl dread
ful, without any hOI)(:. ;lIld without any comfort. T his i" i'erhap~, the ca~c Illth tht; Ic,§ I,~cti'>t"d, 1t!$S 
spirited, and less dangerous rogues; but with tho<"e Or!1 different constitution it I~ I,IT otht:r""i~(:. The d.1y 
Appointed by law for the thief's shame is the d.1y of glory in his 0I1"n opinion :md IhJt of hi~ fric:nd... H is 
proctllsion to T yburn and !-is lMt momenb there arc all triumphant, al1t:nded with the coml' ... ~~ion of the 
meek and tendt:r.heartcd, and with the apl>lause, admira.tion, and em'}' of nil Iht: bold and h;lTdcned. His 
bchn\'iour in hill present condition, not the crimc, hal\' atrocious !.oc\cr, which brough t him 10 It, is the 
subject of unh-ersal contemplalion. " 

\Vhen the watchmen were bribt:d and the constable was bri bl.-d, it IS not 
su rprising to he.1 r that lhe justice also \\"a~ bribed. The popular opinion as to 
the justice'S integrity is expressed in a book cOlUcd the The Shahpt'lIY's ,fiead. 
It was published in the year 175j. It is in twO small octa\'O volumes, and its full 
litle is Alt/lloirs of IIt.c Shakspcar's liL'lld ill CorlL" tI Card,'''' by (/U' Ghos! 
of Shal .. spcar, The book is a scandalous chronicle from bcg-i nn ing to end, 
conta ining sketches of ex tremely profligate persons, and of their adventures 
in the d isorderly houses of Covent Garden. No doubt. at the time, the chier 
attraction of the book was the fact tha l the fic titiolls names threw a vcr)' thin 
veil over the real persons described. Thus, Nan Fea therstone, Jenny Driver, and 
Miss Nellguard were certainly wdl .known persons in the II bagnios" of that 
quarter, while Lord Lublx:r, Luuvre the dancing -master, and Jack the wai ter 
are quile clearly portraits carefull), drawn, li bellous to the highest degree, and 

meant to be recognised. 
There is no clue to the name of the author, unless it is a dedication to Samuel 

Foote, in which kindnesses to the author arc acknowledged, And he declares. 
which is obv iousl)' a deliberaLe lie. that no characLer is intended for any particula r 



LONDON IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

person. One chapter, however, is devoted to the mosJ venomous delineation 
of Jlenry Fielding in his official capacity. That there should be no possible 
mistake as to the person intended, he is mentioned by name without any disguise 
at all. This chapter, at least, whatever may be the others, is a personal attack. 
And since the book, unsavoury and odious, is clearly the work of a practised 
hand, I have,no doubt it was written b), one of those creatures who always infest 
literature-the unsuccessful, disappoimed, and envious writer. If so, here is onc 
more instance of the malice with which a popular author is pursued. It is, 
however, possible that this view may be wrong. Fielding could not fail to make 
many enemies; he had a pen of finer temper than the keenest blade of Damascus. 
It was perhaps revenge, rather than jealousy and envy, which prompted this 
attack. 

The picture of the administration of justice, quite apart from the principal 
figure. shows the general opinion on the subject ; an opinion which may be 
ga thered from many other sources. The court. or lock-u p. described in the 
book. where sat the consttlble of the night, was si tuated close to Covent Garden 
Church; the constable was a man named Lock, a hai r-dresser by trade. He had 

lexercised this office for many years, not being elected to it, but being paid by 
Ithose pcmtioners who were called upon to serve, to discha rge thei r duties for 
!them. E very householder was thus liable to serve as constable on a jury or an 
linquest ; and as (he duty of sitt ing up all night to receive the thieves and 

!
drUl1ken men brought in by the watch was both disagreeable and onerous, there 
was in every parish some Illan found who undertook the duty for a fix ed nightly 
wage. This wage he increased by the simple process of taking bribes. 

" The power with which he had been long in\'ested, invigorated the hearts of the sons nnd daughters 
of Venus nnd Mercury, many of whom were constantly brought in by his Itlnthorn'd 5ubjC(;ts, 10 IXlY their 
obeisa.nce to his Midnight Majesty, and were as duly set at liberty, through the interposi tion of PlulUS 
",metimes in garb, ttlwny as the sunburnt Mexian, tlnd til other times white tiS Ltldy Cribbages's hand" 

Few were the offenders whom he conducted to the Bow Street magistrate; 
not only were they few in number, but they were only those who were too poor 
and miserable to offer any bribes for release. This conduct gave great dissatisfac~ 

lion to the justice of the peace, who suspected that his constable was beforehand 
with him in levying taxes, and secreted many things which, had Lhey escaped his 
manual opermiolls, must have fallen La the share of his sagacious worship, who 
was perfectly of the same disposition, and Wa..Ci, if report spoke of him truly, a 
close shaver. 

Before this constable were brought, after a drunken brawl, Lord Frake 
and Squire Sprightly. The)' were covered with Itt\ld and filth, thei r heads 
were cut open and bleeding; they were both d runk. The man who had 
administered this punishment was a carter, who was also in custody. Of course, 
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on discovering the quality of his prisoners, the constable called upon the carter 
to apolog ise and make submission. The fell~w refused in language which shows 
the eloquence of the streets, and proceedc<i to assault the constable himscli in a 
manner then more common than at presf:lll; indeed, even the oldest inhabitant 
can hardl), remember seeing the thing dont: i ll Ihe~c degenerate dars. .• Ducking 
suddenly down, he darted his head with such force 3,11'1 dexterity into the "

stomach- " of his an tagonist, that he fell breathless on the floor.' The cartcr 
was, howevt:r, reduced to insensibi lity by a blow over the head with a pole, 

and in that condition was rolled into the black hole. Chairs were called for his 
lordship and the squire, who were carried of( 

" It is nOI amiss," sa),s the amhoT, "to let you into a ~..:cn.:t which you did not know b..:foTe, viz.., 
Sprightly, fearing some ill consequences froUl this rellcountrc. had, at his fir~t cnlrann.! inw the watch 
house, squeezed Lock close by thc hand, as a mar).; of fricTld~llIp, and SOil]": of the I\-ald\lllcll maliciously 
(for so it must 1Je) reported that ther soon ;"ftcr sa\\" him cX:1milling :1 !;uinca by thl' light of Ihe candle, ns 
if he suspected its wcight." 

I It the morning, at nine o'clock, ;\1 r. Lock escorted hi!; charge to Bow Strc!:!t, 
the re to g ive his pri!;one r o"~r to the magistrate. 

The constable then proceeds \\ ilh his cases, inventing somt:, exaggerating 
others. A girl is charg-cd with trying to rob two gentlcmcn ; ~hc has no mane), 
to bribe the cle rk, and is commitled. A young man is chargt:d with looking like 
a rogue. The justi ce says. " Not a word, si rrah , I ,un sure you are a rogue:: by your 
looks." li e then commits him, and calls upon the court to congratulate him on 
cleari ng the distri ct of vagabonds. This is nn allusion to his pamphle: 011 the 
increase of robberies. T o show how just and worthy a magistrate he i!>. he then 
inv ites the constable to drink with him, inH:nliing to get a large r sha re of the 
plunder. The carter is then brought forward . The justice falls into amazement at 
his unparalle1t!d wickedness. What ! assault a lord-a noble lord and a squire! 
H e is going to send off a messenger to his lordship's house to express sympath y 
with his lordship in thi s attack upon his lordship's august person, whcn the squirt: 
arrives and procures the man's release. It .li so appears that the young man who 
was committed without the opportunity of a word is the squi re's own servant, who 
was arrested when performing a message for his lll:.tstL:r. So he too is rdeascd , 
and nobody goes to prison except the wretched girl and a few othe r equally poor 
and miserable creatures, arrested for their poverty and their misery. 

We have seen what was the condit ion of the town in li 31 and in 17jO. Let 
us now consider another pic ture of the town by another police magistrate, l\ lr. 
Patrick Colquhoun, ill the year 1796. \Ve shall find that it represents a condition 
of widespread criminali ty which seems appall mg. \Ve must remcmber at the outset 
that the lower classes of London had been for some generations left al most 
altogethe r alone. The Church had not ret assumed the supervision of the parish 

\ 
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in the manner which is now understood: the clerg),. it is true, regularly performed 
the services and preacbed their sermons; the doors stood wide open (or all the 
world to enter-if they pleased. I have considered the subject of the Church in 
another place; it is sufficient here to note that, in the quarters chieny inhabited by 
the criminal classes, there was no religion, as there were no morals, no education, 
no knowledge. no restraining influences, rules, or principles whatever. The boys 
and girls grew up among the thieves and drabs-their parents, brOlhers, sisters, 
cousins. In due course, that is to say as soon as they could act independently. 
they became in their turn thieves and prostitutes, without a t.hought that this 
way of life was criminal; without knowing what was meant by crime; hardly 
knowing even the distinction of good and evil. 

Of course they learned, very early in life, that shoplifLing, highway robbery, 
burglary. cutting down a fruit -lree, hedge -lift ing, picking pockets of anything 
worth more lhan a shilling. were punishable with death. They also learned, as 
the century drew on, and criminals increased, and the death li st lengthened, that 
juries would nOt convict, if they could avoid it, of capital offences; and transporta
tion or imprisonment, being at least accompanied with lire. had few terrors for 
them. Besides, they saw that many of their friends actually went on year after 
rear without detecuon, actually died in full notoriety as habitual crimi nals, shielded 
by each other and b)' the receivers. . 

[n addition to the hereditary criminals there were the disch,arged prisoners, all 
f whom, as a matter of course, returned, without any pretence of repentance or 

reform, to lheir old friends and thei r old habits. \Vhat else could they do? Those 
who were discharged from prison after a first sentence quickly found thilt their 
loss of character had driven them from any chance of honest employment. and 
~hey were fain to faJl back upon the acquaintances they had made in Newgate 
and to join tbe criminal classes, which, to do them justice, were always open to all 
comers, who were welcomed and received into the fraternity without jealousy, 
interest, or restricuon. There was room for all. Now, about the end of the 
century there were 700 prisoners discharged every year from Newgate alone, and 
about 500 from the hulks of Woolwich, Portsmouth, and Langston Harbour. 

Among the causes which contributed to the spread of vice, Colquhoun mentions 
first the improvidence and the luxurious habits of the people. They did not 
know. he says, whal the commonest thrift meant. \Vhcn they had money they 
!'pcnl it in expensive food- such as oysters, crab, lobster, pickled salmon, and the 
like-or in drink. They did not hesitate, for the sake of a hot supper, to pawn 
everything they had. Of course they eagerly took shan'}; in the lottery, they 
thronged all the places of amusement, they passed their evenings at the public
house, they were great gamblers, and addicted to every kind of "sport," such as 
dog-fighting, cock-fighting, boxing, nod the like. There is not a word as to 
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reading- first. because these people did not know how to rt.-ad, and next. because 
if they did, there was nOlhing for them to read. All this, however, is general 
talk, and could, with some modifications, sland for the cri minal class of this 
day as well. H appil)' it could no longer stand as true for the working class 
as a body. 

A criminal class, however, requires organisation: (her" must be confederacy; 
no one would steal unless there wert: people to buy his stolen goods. Since;: many 
branches of a criminal's work require: a panner, or even a gang. tht:n.: must be 
places where they can meet and Concerl measu res; and since in pvc ry trade there 
must be the means of disclIssion and mutual understanding. some place must IJe 
fou~d ready and fit for that pu rpose. These places w<::re found in the ta\-erns and 
beershops, of which there were within the Bill" of :\ Iort.ditr 5204, or one for every 
200 people. or one for every fifty men. No care. Colquhoun says. was takcn (':on
cern ing the character of the landlo rd, though it was notorious that within these 
houses were concocted all the burglari~s and shop robbt.::rit's and highway robberies 
of the time, and though it was perfectly wt!l1 known and notorious that the landlord 
allowed the discussion and the planning of these robberies to be openl)' carried on 
within his walls and before his face. I t was also notorious thal coiner::; of base 
money repaired to these houses to sell and to exchange their cuin; tha t card 
sharpers brough t thei r victims to these houses; and that the landJon.1s e\'en 
allowed the establishmelll a t their houses of clubs for appr\,;ntices, whithcr lads 
were encouraged to bring goods stolen from their masters, and LO drink and 
gamble. 

E ven worse than the public-houses, which arc not accused of buying stolcn 
goods, were the old iron and rag shops. T hese shops were established in evcry 
back and bye street near the streets or respec table houses. They pretended to 
buy only the W<lSLe and the broken stuff, tht old pots and pans, the grease, and 
all the rubbish which the ser\'an ts saved frolll the dustbin. Under this pretence, 

• 
they were un iversally, and without exception, and notoriously, receivers or stolen 
goods. Not only did they receive, but they tempted. 

The stable bo),s, the olel clo'men, the chimney sweeps, the dustmen, the 
porters, the apprentices, the journeymen, whoever found adm ission to a respectable 
house on any pretence whatever. were temptt:d to steal wha tever they could lay 
therr hands upon. The receiving shop was close at hand. round the corner ; the 
th ings could be conveyed awa)' easily and safely. \ Vas it silver? \ Vas it pewter? 
The receiver had his melting-pot read),. The pewter pots of the tavern wen t 
into the pot as soon as they arrived. I n a few minu tes they were a lum p of 
metal : It was impossible to prove the thelt. So wi th silver spoons, silver cups, 
and plate of all kinds. So with copper, lead, and other metals. Colquhoun 
actually estimates that the sum of £7 JO,OClO was lost every year by petty thefts 
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in London by the aid of these rag and old iron shops. of which there were, In 

1796. no fewer than 3000, more than half the whole number of taverns. 
He next considers the case of the shipping. and the robberies connected 

with cargoes. 
There were no receiving docks at that time, but every ship -was loaded and 

discharged her cargo in mid stream by means o f lighters. barges, and boats, 
The ri\'er was then ~rowded with boats, and every ship had her attendant barges 
alongside, so that it was extremely difficult among the crowd of boms to know 
whether one was }Vailing for passengers or for cargo, or was only hanging abour 
for purposes of plunder. The men who came aboard for unlading werc called 
lumpers, and were systematic robbers. They had small sacks beh ind their aprons 
which they filled with rum; if the cargo was not rum, but sugar, they converted 
these sacks into pockets and filled them; they filled their hats; they went ashore 
three times a day, and always in a body and always together; and if a Trinity 
officer was suspici~us and attempted a search, he was hustled and knocked anotl l, 
From the ship they wellt straight to one of the numerous receiving. houses by 
the riverside. where they unloaded themselves and sold their plunder. Some· 
times, when the tide allowed, they threw overboard bags of coffee or of tea, 
packets of spice, bladders full of rum, kegs of tamarinds, to be picked up by the 
mudlarks in their se;rvice; sometimes they simply tossed the things into boats 
prowling about for the purpose. Nor were the depredations confined to the 

I sbips; there were men whose business it was to lurk about on every public 
wharf to pick up what they could j these were generally di~charged criminals, who 
could find no elllplo),ment and no master, and wanted none, so long as the)' could 
hang abom pretending to wait for employment and picking up odds and ends, 

The whole riverside from St. Katherine's to Limehouse was populated with 
these robbers, with the public. houses where they spent their ungodly gains and 
the receiving.shops which bought their goods, It was nOt, of course, a popula. 
tion so numerous as at present, but there were a good man)' between the 
Tower and Poplar, 

Few or man)' , [he whole community was depraved. There was nothing. nOl 
even the most costly goods, which could not be obtained on the riverside for 
a mere trifle. and those who werc not robbers li ved and flourished on the 
robberies. Respectable people, however, wO\Jld not venture- among these fearful 
slums. Colquhoun estimates the yearly loss on account of depredations on the 
river at half a million sterling. 

He next considers the thefts in the dockyards on the Thames alone, viz, 
Deptford, Chatham. and Sheerness, It would seem as if the Government 
encouraged robbery. They laid in stores on a colossal scale j the s[orehouses were 
reported to be too small; additions were made; the old stores were forgotten 

-



• 

POLI CE AN D JUST ICE 5" 

and either became ruined or were stolen. It is a lmost incredible that the 
authorities ac tua lly allowed the shipwrig hts to carry away every day a bund le of 
chips. I n order to secure these chips the Illen would commonly hack the most 
valuable wood to pieces; they also carried awa)' copper bolt·hcads and copper 
na il s hidden among these chips. 

There were two kinds of fraud committed in the duck yards : those by the 
clerks and storekeepers in their returns of s ton:s as unserviceable : and the sale 
of such old stores, by which excellent stores were often sold for a song. the 
clerk standing in with the contractor who bought them up. The clerks, in those 
days, stood in with (;!ve ry cont ract. This was in iquity on so large a scale that 
It was called the custom and rule of the office. T he petty kind, however, in 
wh ich every man was cngaged, WCnl on every day and all day long, and was 
far more detrimental to the service. 

Consider what quanti ties of things go lO the 

marty of these things there arc that mar be 
(Colquhoun , p. 75)-

furnishing of a 

easily stolen. 
ship, and how 
.\ ship wants 

"Cordage, bohs of canvas, sails, bunting, tlnnc of all sorts. fc;\rnought anrl kcr~c\. Icather and hid~ 
old and ncw copper, locks, hinges, and bolts, COPIK:r holt~ and nnils In immcnse qu:mtitll'~, b.u iron. old 
i ~on, lead :md solder, ship's planks, Oat'S, timber of small sizes, blocb, qU:trtN.SlulT, 1·:l11(.1I~s. lalluw, oil, 
paint, pitch, t3 t, turpentine, \':lrnish, rosin, heer and water cask<:. iron hoop~, uiscuit bab~ Leer, bread, 
rum, oil, vinegar, butter, clll..'Cse, beef. pork." 

So open was the robber}'. so notorious was it, that vessels in the coast ing 
trade. and even fo reig n \'essels, wcrc accustomed to touch at Portsmouth and Ply. 
mouth in orde r to pu rchase cheap stores of the dealers, who could sell tnem far 
more cheaply than at I3 ristol or Newcaslle. because the}' got the stores for nex t 
to nothing, T hese honest dealers employed men who were constantly engaged 
in untwisting cordage for the purpose or removing the King's" stran," i.e. the 
coloured thread which marked it as belonging to the dockyard: or in knocking 
the King's uroad ar row om of copper bol ts, na ils, ba r~iron, and other things. 
" I t would scarcely be credi ted," Colquhoun writes, "to whil t an enormous extent 
the sale of cheap cordage. sai l-cloth, and other na \'a l a rti cles is carried, in 
suppl>,ing coasting vessd s and smaller craft upon the river Thames. which has 
been plundered in a varit:ty of ways." The <It'predations comm itted in the 
dockya rds amounted, he reckoned, to £300,000 a year. r he depredations 
commiu ed by all kinds of rob be'ries, he estimates at £ J .500,000 a ),ear. 

Colquhoun next considers the coi nage of base money. At this ti me the 
t rade of fa lse coiners was vcr)' fl ou rishing. Fort), or fift), mints were in full 
occupation in London alone. One (;Ui tl er confessed that in seven years he had 
coined counterfeit halr~crown s to the ex tent of £200,000 of nominal value. The 
persons chieAy engaged in circulating the base money were Jews, especially Jew 
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boys. I ndeed. one hopes that Colquhoun was prejudiced. [or he constantly 
charges Jews with being accessories or receivers or circulators. It must be 
o~ned that either the Jews arC greatly changed of late years or the old charges 
against them were unfounded. No one at the present time associates Jews, as a 
class, with encouraging or stimulating or teaching thieves; or of making their 
livelihood, as a class, b}' keeping receiving-houses; or with being more dishonest, 
evell at the worst. than their neighbours. The losses by coining base mone}' 
and by general forgeries and swindling Colquhoun sets down at £270,000, 

"The trode or de~ling in base mone,. acquires its &realest yigour in the mnnth or March, ror then the 
lotteries a~ O\"Ct, when s\\'indlcrs, ga.mblers, pretended dealers in horses, travellers with E. O. tablelt :and 
hawkers :lIId pc .. -d13rs, go into the country, ca.rrying with them considerable qunntit ie!l of counterfeit sih'cr 
and col)per coin, by which they are enabled in a. greater degree to extend the circulation by cheating and 
defrnuding ignor:mt country l>eOple .. 

It \'try seldom happens, on account or the great demnnd (especially of late years), that the dcnlers 
h:we e' ''cr any considerable stocl 011 hand. T he base money is no sooner fini shed, than it is p:acked up 
and sem to customers in town or eountr)', and with such rapidity has it been fabriC3.ted, on occastons of 
pressing emergenc)" that a sin.R:le dealer has been known 10 procure from the coiners, who worked for 
him, from £300"10 .£soo for country orders in lhe course of a week. The lower ranks among the I rish 
nnd the Jews are lhe chief supporters of the tmde of circulating base money in London j tbere is said ~ be 

I scarCt! a 10\\" Irisb labourer who does not exchange his week's wages for oose monc}', t:aking a mixture of 
shillings, sixl>cnces, and copper, 

I The Jews prindp.dly confine themselves to the coinage and circulation of copper; while the Irish 

I 
women are the chief ulltrers and calourers of w.se sih'er. A \'tlSt number of these \01''' women have 
acquired the mischie\'ous art or colouring the bnd shillings and sixpences, which they purchase rrom the 
Jc ... "s., who (as has Uten already mentioned) obtain these by employing boys to cry b."\d shillings. and by 

1 
making the purchnse wholly with counterfeit halr .. pence. 

They indeed denllnrgcly in foreign coins, counterfeited in lhis country, ha\'ing been the chief medium 
by which Louis d'ots, as well as various sih'er coins, made of base metal, have been sent OUI of this country: 
Jt is through the same channel that the Sequins of Tu rkey were coined, and :also the Pagodas of Indin .. 
This last coin hnl been made for a considerable number of years by one. individual onl}', who sells them 
at Sd. each, while lhe dcalers, by disposing of them afterwards at 2 $. 3d. and Ss., find it a vcry lucrative 
branch of trade, allAough unquestionably (I very fmudulent one." 

The lOtal loss from ordinary robberies, river robberies, dockyard robberi~s, 

and false coins, he considers wortb £2.000,000 a year to London alone. 
This being the very serious and even dangerous condition of London at the 

close of the last ccntur}',- a vast crim inal population, i.c. a population li ving 
entirely by theft and robbery; thousands of working men utterl y demoralised by 
the ease and safety of robbery ;· temptations held out to every apprentice and 
servanL to prey upon his I1HlSler; thousa.nds of receiving . houses ; base coin 
flooding the market,-let us Inquire into th l:! ad ministratiOil of the law and the 
measures taken for the suppression of crime. 

I t was at the outse t remarked that persons suffered small robberies without 
complaint because they disliked the trouble and annoyance of prosecution. Of 
course this cowardly shrinking from responsibil ity was a direct encouragement to 

• 

. 

. 
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criminals. Until the year 1752 persons who we re robbed generally advertised in 
the papers a reward to any one who would re turn the stolen property and no 
questions asked. In that year a n Act was passed inflicting a fine of £50 on any 
person who should aclvenist! stich a reward for the rdurn of stolen goods. It 
was nexc lamented that even the offiCI: of constable had lost its old responsibility. 
It is. of course, the vital in terest of the wholt: comnHlnity thaI stich <In office 
s hould be invested with all the dignity as well n5 all the authority thaI can be 
conferred upon it. H ow fa r the dignity of the office was maintained the follow
iog rules of rewards will clearly show. The constable, in facl, was turned into 
an in fo rmer. Nominally, in o rder to stimulate the constables and peace officers, 
rewards were offered for apprehending and prosecuting oA"t::ndt: rs. f.g·.-

For highway robbery, a reward in money (If £40, together with the horse. 
anllS, furniture, and money of the robber, and a Tyburn ticket. 

False coillage, for sih'er and gold, a reward of £40. 
For copper, a reward of £ 10. 
For shop-li ftin g and stealing from wan;housc: or s table. a Tyburn ticket. 

The Tyburn ticket was a certificate exempting tht! person who held it from all 
offices in his parish or ward. The ticket was sold by the first holder. but could 
nOt be sold afterwards. It generally fetched from £25 to £30. Did it nOt 
occur to tht! invt:ntor of the T yburn t icket thm to grant slich an cxemption 
s truck at the root of all gove rnnu::nt by the people? 

For burglary a reward of £40 '!nd ;1 Tyburn ticket: for housebreaking, 

tht: same. 
F or horse-stealing. a T ybu rn ti ckct. 

For compounding felony. £40. 
For stealing cattie, shcep, or lambs. £10. 
F or returning from transportation, £'20. 

The practical working of the system of rewards is illw:ilrdled in the praclit.es of the 
th ief-taker already recorded. Criminals were enliskd b)' him. encouraged. promised 
impunity in crime, ilOd finally, when they had enjoyed a long enough rope, 
arrested, tri ed, and hanged for the sake of the informer's reward. Returned 
convicts, for whose arrest £'20 ,",'as offe red, wert:: left to follow thei r former line 
of life-the only one open to thc11l-\\ hich very quickly qualified them to bestow 
upon the informer the larger reward, viz., £40 and a Tyburn t icket. l\!oreover, 
it became obviously the interest of the informer to pass over the lesser crimes. 
and even to encourage them, because they led the offender on to the greater 
crimes and the g reater rewa rd. Another bad point about this system of rewarJs 
was that it depri ved the witness of credit, since everybody knew that he had 
a large pecuniary interest in the convict ion of the prisoner. 

Another illuslrat ion of the work ing of the rewards system is the following 
.s 



It hu been often preIeIIted with vario... poinlS of difference. My 
yersion is taken (rom Harrison's History of London ( 1770):-

"At the ~ronl held in the Old B:ailey in Ihe "'onth of February, four thicf.take~ "iL, Mncdanicl, 
8m'y, Salmon, and Egan, were tried (or swearing falsely (ns it nppeared thcy had frequently done before, 
and (rom wnose (',·idcnce IC~itral innocent people had suffered) ngainsl :I Ind whom they ACCused of 
rubbery, (or the sa1.:e of obtaining the ~'3rd a.lIol\'ed by Act of Parliament on the conviction of capital 
offenders j and being found guilty, Ihey retti \"ed sentence, uch to stnod lIr,' icc in the pillory (two it a time), 
to be imprisoned seven yetll"S in Newgate. to find security of :'l £'1000 each lor their good bcha"iour for 
te,'cn years., Ilnd to pay n line. Berry Ilnd i\bcdllniel underllo'cnl the Ii~t I)a.rlof their sentence on tlte 5th 
of March in lIolboum, Ilnd were severely treated by the popul:l.ce; the lattcr received a terrible wound in 
his foreheAd with a Slone, nnd IJerry with grt2t difficuhy survive<! it. On the 8th of the same month Egnn 
nnd Salmon stood in lhe pillory In the «ntre o( Smithfield ; and, notv,'ithllianding the attendance of the 
liheriffs, with a prodis:ious number of cons13ble, yet so incensed were the populace against these miscreants, 
that thc officc~ instead of being able to protect the criminnlSt were obliged to retre:u (or their own sarety, 
Egan, after being,. shon till1t: in the pillory, reeeh'ed a wound in his head tha.t killed him, and he hung by 
the neck, a. shocking specta.cle, till tbe expiration of the hOUr, Salmon was SQ dreadfully bruised and 
maimed, that he al)pea.red as if dead, and W3JiI a con5.idcrable time !>cfote he rC<X)lIerL'(! (rom this severe 
though just trealment; it"ilI thought proper not to re~t this l);U't o( their &eOlence, Berry and S3lmon, 
therefore, died in Ne_sate. and Mac.danicl. nfter a (.IlUr..t o( )'cars, was sent abroad. Such was the punish. 
ment, and wch Ihe end, of these unparalleled monsters." 

\ Returning to the end of the century. Colquhoun givt:::s a tabulated list of cases 
, tried at the Old Bailey from September J i90 to September 1791. It is as 

I follows:-

6 for treasons in making (al5e mont:)'-

I 
A reM'vd in money on conllictioll, amounting for each 10 1:'40, in all to 

81 highW3Y robberies-
A reward (besides the highwayman's propenYl amounting, in cach case, to 

£40, in all to 
10 stealing callie and sheep-

A rc"'3.rd in monc)' of .£10, amounting in all 10 

2 returning (rom transportation-
A rell\Ol.rd in money of £20, amounting in all to 

.£100 

Toul 

193 rrisollCtl tried for oUences cntitling the :tl'prchendctl 10 re.'ards on conviction, and 895 also 
tried, for which no rewards or gmluilies are allowed to officers (or their trouble and risk in apprehending, 
vi:&. ' 

10 (or murders 
... , arson 

10 .. forgcries 
2 " piTlu:ies 

" " rapes 
642 .. Grand brcenies 

32 .. Ite::lling pri\'lltely (rom pcrsons 
9 .. dealing in and uttering base moncy 

I for sodomy 
7 .. bigamy 
6 .. perjuries 
6 " conspi racies 
3 tI fraudulen t bankruptS 

13 .. (or shop-lifting under 51. 
16 .. ripping and stealing lC:td 
l:t " stealing pewter polS 
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u (or etCIIling from furnished lodgin!,'5' 
.. stealing letters 
' 1 s tc:lling n child 

n .. receiving stolen goods 
15 " frauds 
9 " m;&deme:mours 

•• assault ing and culting clothes 
" smuggling 

Disposed of ns follows, viz. :
Executed . 
Died 
Scm to the II ulks 
Transported 
Removed 10 OIher prisons 
Trnnsfcrrcd to the new sheriffs 
!J ;sch:lrged upOn the town 

1 {or obstructing revenue oltken 
I .. wounding a horse maliciously 

38 " ,"53ult5 

1088 total 
445 prisoners from the late sheriffs 

' 513 aggregate numUer 

3' 
'5 , 

5'7 
95 

'5 ' 
i I I 

51 5 

At the end of the e ighteenth century, the office rs of justice. parochial and 
stipendiary, who were appointed to walch over the police of London and its environs, 
(or keeping the peace, and in detecti ng and apprehending offt!nclers, amounted to 
1000 persons under five separa le jurisdictions, as follows:-

t . London-
T he Citr of London in Z5 wards exclusive of Bridge Without-

City m:lrShals 
Mnrshnls men 
lIeadles 
Principals . 
Substitutes 
Extr:l officers 

2. Westminster-
The City and Libcny of Westminster, 9 parishes nnd ~ prccincts

H igh conS1.1ble 
Pnrochi:l1 constables 

3. Middlesex-
The Division of Holborn, in Middlesex, joining in the metropolis, in 13 

j)'1.rishes, libcnies. :md manors-
H igh constable 
Parochial consl.1bles 

The I)i\'ision ' of -Finsbury in Middlesex, joining in thc metropolis, 4 
p.:1ri:.hes, nnd I iibert)'-

, 
G 

36 

98 

' 45 
3' 

10 

18 

High constable I 

P:I.Tochinl constables 68 

3 '9 

1 , 

19 

69 
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The DiYiIion called the ToWN Hamlets, ind uding the eastern part of the 
metropolis. and comprehending 10 IJArishes, .. hnmlel~ I liberty, 
and :: precincts-

High consmble 
Jlarochinl collsubles. :! I 7 

4. Tower Lil>eny-
The Liberty of the To"'cr of London heing a sep:lmtc jurisd iction-

lIigh oonst:lble • 
Constables nnd he.ndboroughs. 

The Division of Kensington, Chelsea, etc., comprehending:: parishes and 
3 hnmlcts-

High constable 

• 
. 6 

Parochial constables :: I 

S. Surrc),-
The Borough of SOuth ..... ark, etc., comprehending 9 p.'"trishes

High constable 
ConstAbles 

Tab\ parochial officers 

To which are to be added the stipendiary officers of police, specially appointed 
for the purpose of prel-cnting crimes a.nd of detecting and apprehending offenders-

I . The establishment at Bow Street, under the direction of the three magistrntes 
presiding nt that office. ,·i~, constables nnd (under the direction of W. 
Addington, Esq.). patrols for the roads 

z. The establishment of seven public offices by the Act of the 32nd or his 
present Majesl}., under the dir~tion of three magistrates nt e,'\ch office. \' iL :-

PuWic office. Queen Square, const;l.bles 
II Marlborough Street " 
.. .. .. .. .. 

Hatton Garden 
Worship Street 
Whilechnl>e\ 
Sbad~'el1 

.. .. .. .. 
Union Hall, Soulh,,·ark " 

Toul civil (orce in the mettOI>6\is 

·7 

75 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

• 7 

" 

88 

88, 

"7 

. 000 -
Of these officers only fifty (exclusive of th irty-two extra officers in the City of 

London. and sixty-seven patrols a t Bow S treet) were stipendiary officers, parti
cularly pledged to devote their whole time to the service of the publ ic; and 
Colquhoun asks whether so small a number was suffic ient for the Vurpose of 
watching and detecting the hordes of villa ins who in rest the metropolis? 

\Vith lhis statement may be compared the table of ward ofncers compiled by 
Maitland :-
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An account 0( the ntlmbers or Aldermen, Common Councilmen, ConslllblH, Scavcngen, Inquo.t. ikadle", 
:and Watchmen belonging to the several .'nrd" of the Cil),. together .ilh the "H'm! .,ums annually 
p.'lid the Rllktl'lt (or cleansing the streets :lnd carrymg OWII)' the dU'it. '<lith the ~um )~'3rly rai!.ed {or 
l)a)'ing the Dcadles and Watch, !lnd the slim total paid (or lighting the CII)' alld lil)l.;rtics then;;.f, etr. 

r """~ "'a.~II"" I, ....... ' , ..... . ,-l-- __ ~rd~ , ........... C",,,,dh_,, .'''''. n. ko:J.'~" ).. ..... , 

i • 
A1.I"flfP'lt , , , 

" '; '" 156 " A1dli;l,\e , , I 
" " '" '" 0 

1~lh.w , , , " ", , " 0 
mmnR'i;alc: '0 " " ,\ , ;:n I'::~ ~, 0 
lli~hD!I!fiRlc 

" 
I 'J '.\ ) "I )" JUI 0 

"'alll SIl~1 " 'J " " " " w 0 
Ill idge " I.! 

" " " II.:: '" 0 
U,nad SU<'<:I . '0 '0 

, 
' .\ I' ,;:1'4 "" " Candll'wick S 7 " 'J ", ;V ,0 " (;Qtle-ll:ap .... 1 ' 0 ,0 7 " " ,'" '. 0 

Chell" • " " ' J 'I '" 111, 'W 0 
Cokmlln O:Oue.:l 6 6 " ' .\ ~4 "~I ,~ 

" CnnlYollUKr , S S " '" "; ,0 0 
Cmnhill I, , , '" " "" ;, 0 '" Cril'pI~",U" " '3 ", I< , 

" 
';;1> JO' " 1>O"f,'lItt' S , , " '" Il') '" • 

hlrtL~"'" "'Ihin 'I " '. 'I 
, ,., ; I ~ .'4 • 

Faninlr,:d'JII Wllh'>II1 ,6 
" '7 I' , ,., \., 55J 0 

l..anebnurn '0 " " '" " 'v, I~~ '" Ume ~ucd • , , " ,." I~~ 5') 0 
I'uf\ .. ,kcn ; , I " " '''' u' 0 

(~nhilh, b • , 
' .\ " "" 

,~ 0 
1 uII·t r " " " '3 P ~':I ,I, 0 

"inlr,. , • J " 
,., Ilj ;<J , 

\\ :ait,reK'I,; , I • '.\ " I.;"i j: " IJr;.\"c ",II" ••• 0 " 0 0 0 ,. 0 0 0 ----
!'Utn T",~I '" 'J' ~~I .:lS " . .' 3' bi': 4\. "' £J .. hU 10 

T o these 'mUSt bt:: added the li st fo r the j.Ktrishcs. prec incts. <tnd liberties withi n 

the Cit)', but withou t it s ju ri sd ict ion :-

An account of tlte nu mber or Olncers, \i1." I kadborouJ;h~, Cons l 'lblc~, ~l;I \'cngcrs, I kadk~, and Watchmen 
in the $Cl'cral PnrishCll., PrccinC'ls, :lI1d i. llttrtics "ithiu the ("il) of London and l.\llclI) thereuf, but 
without its jurisdict ion, wilh the ali llual sum paiJ uy cadi to till' Raker. 

...... ,.Lc.. 11.:.w· ( ...... Iok.,. 'a" ... , .... , \\~, "- ........ 1-.......;"'-

Sl. Ilan hululIlew 1M (; ' f'"'" " \ .I b ,. 
SI. Uattholomc ... Ihe ~ 0 , , .\ " nrid.:wdl !'recine. • " 0 , 

" ~\ . Ca\hcrioc'. T Il .. c:!' , , , , , SO 
t::al l ~milhfic.ld 1.i!Jcn,. . , , • , , ,., 
oSt {lm~· ... Du"c·. I'bc.: , 0 b " St. IlIt.n'.· lc..{;nncl . b 0 • " Oltl Arllllc-ry G ' (alnd , J " .st. Pcler.d ' ·UlAll WI. , , ,S 
Trinity Minonk • J " Whhe Fria" "nodn!:t 0 , , 0 0 " 

1-ollm Total " " " 
, 'J " 1 



Also the number of churchwardens, etc. -

I 1_ ." r 
Pald .... Aoo;oo,nl " aid .... ~nl Nu",boorul" W""''-Ch¥tchWD~ . 1Il00 l'oor. ohboo Oml'th. of the 1>00.. I 

u ..... _ 

I £ 17,.)OJ 
- ,I 'M 'J , " £33,S68 16 2.t,260 " 

The total nllmber of ward and precinct officers, etc, -

A"'-- I c~ I Ii.""""",,,,,- c-.hId. .. ~ .... r",_ n-t ..... 1 w.tabnocn. I'aid tlul RoJ,; ..... 

.. I 1 

. 
1 

,,. 
" '" '37 4'J 4 ' "5 £J8!h 19 0 

The night watchmen were paid ::It the rate of 8s. to l OS. a week. They were 
someti mes quite advanced in years and appointed to the office with the view of 
keeping them out of the workhouse; they were utterl y unable to cope wi th the 
villainy of the time; they received bribes for lelling disorde rly persons go; they 
only showed ac tiv ity on arrcs li ng un rortunate women who could not pay for their 
conni\·ance. \Va tchmen were stationed at various points. The paroch ial constable 

\
whO attended all night long to receive disorderl y persons and criminals at the 
wti.lchhollse has been mentioned. Here also were kept the names and add resses of 
the tllrncocks and lhe places where the fi re engines were kept. 

T he police force or the metropolis, viz., the peace officers, watchmen, and 
patrols, made up an aggregate of 3044 men. T here were 270 Justices or the Peace, 
not cou nting 700 belonging to the County of Middlesex. But of actual efficienc 
magistrates there were only the twenty-six aldermen or the City and twenty-rour 

'stipendiary magistrates, who sat in thei r courts at Q ueen Squa re, \:Vestminster, 
Grea t M.arl borough Stree t, H <ltton Garden, Worsbip S treet, \Vhi tcchape l, S hadwell , 
and Sou thwark, and Bow Street. 

The higher and 1110re ::ttrocious orrences committed in London and Middlesex 
",ere tried at the Old Bai ley. T here were also Quarter Sessions for the tria l or 
shmller offences at G uildhall , Clerkenwell, Well Close Square, and in certai n towns 
in Surrey. 

The following gives a summary view or all the prisoners tried in London 
duri ng the yea r 1765. It will be observed that although sixty-one were sentenced 
to death, only nineteen actuall y suffered :-

TABLE 
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The code of punishment was incredibly severt:. \Vhile, howc \"er, the old bar
barities of slitting the nose, cutling off the ears, branding in the hand, burning 
alive, and the ducking-stool, had been discontinued, yet the sm'age nature of the 
law is shown in the ex traordinary list of offences for which the judge was ordered 
to pronounce sentence of death. Tht:y wert as follows ;-

Murder ; treason; coini ng moner; arson; rape; sodomy; pirac)' ; forgery i 

destroying ships or setting them on fire ; bankrupts not answering or concealing 
thei r effects j burglary; highwa)' robbery; house-breaking ; privately stealing, 
or picking pockets above I S, ; shop - lifting above 55,; stealing bonds, bills, 
or bills from letters; steal ing bank-notes or bills from letters ; stcnling above 

• 
405. in any house; stea ling above 405. on a river; stealing linen, ctc. , from 
bleaching -grounds; maiming cattle ; shooting at a Revenue Officer; puiling down 
houses, churches, etc. i breaking down a fish-pond where fish ma)' Oc lost ; cutting 
down trees in an avenue, garden, etc. ; cu tting down river or sea banks; cutting 
hop binds; setting fire to coro or coal mines; taking reward for helping another 
to conceal stolen goods; return ing from transportation; stabbing a person unarmed 
if he die in six months; concealing the death of a bastard child i maliciously 
maiming ('I' disfiguring any person; sending threatening letters; riots by twe1ve 
or morc, and not dispers ing in one hour after proclamation ; accessories to felomes 
deemed capital; stealing woollen cloths from tente r-grounds; steal ing from a ship 



, 
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in distress i stealing ore from black lead mines; stealing horses, cattle. or sheep; ser~ 
vants purloining their masters' goods, value 4OS.; bail, personating; escape, breaking 
prison ; privy councillors, attempting to kill, etc.; sacrilege ; smuggling by persons 
armed, etc. i robbery of the mail ; turnpikes or bridges destroying. 

The offences considered as "single felonies " punishable by transportation 
whipping. imprisonment, pillory, and hard labour in Houses of Correction , were 
as follows :-

• 

THY. 1' lLLOIlV 

Grand larceny, which comprehends every species of theft above the value 
of IS. not otherw ise distinguished ; receiving stolen goods; ripping and steal ing 
lead; steal ing from furnished lodgings ; sclting fire to underwood ; stealing letters; 
embezzling naval stores; petty larcenies, or thefts under 15. j assauhing with 
intent to rob ; aliens returning after being ordered out of the kingdom j stealing 
fish from a pond or river; stealing roots, trees, or plants of the value of 55.; 
stealing children with their apparel; bigamy i assaulting and cutting, or burning 
clothes; coin-counterfciting the c~pper coin; marriage. solemn ising clandestinely; 
manslaughter; cutting or stealing timber trees, etc. 



POLICE AND JUSTICE 52 1 

Next followed misdemeanours punishable by nne, imprisonment, whipping . 
and pillory;-

Perjury ; frauds; conspi racies; assaults ; stealing dead bodies; keepers of bawdy 
houses and other disorderly houses; offences by persons described in the Vagrant 
Act, 17 George II .; louery illegal insurances; g':Lmi ng of various descriptions; 
stealing cabbages, turnips, g rowing ; culting and slt:aJi ng wood and trces: robbing 
orchards and gardens ; deer stealing; dog stealing ; selling tire to a house to 
ddraud the insurance office; uttering base money; selling base money under its 
denoted value: embezzlements in the woollen, silk, and Olher manufactures; 
artifice rs and servants in variolls lrades, committing offences; combinations and 
conspiracies ror raising the price or wages; smuggling rU Il goods, and other 
rrauds, relative to the Excise and Customs. 

These li sts are illustrated by a table showing the number, etc., or prisoners 
tried at the Old Bailey rrom April 1793 to ~Iarch I i94- inclusive:-
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In lime or war a large proportion of those condem ned to death or to tran 
sportat ion obtained pardon, on condition of sen'ing in the army or the navy ; 
a condition rrequently evaded on pretence or some bodily infirmity concealed 
until Jischargc. The ease and rrequency of obtaining pardon produced the worst 
possible effect. The people in the eighteenth centtlrr were unrortunalcly made 
to reel that crime was rarely detected-that witnesses could .be bought off; that 
the verdict or the jury was uncertain : that juries rerused frequently to convict; 
and that sen tences, however severe, were constantl), se t aside or altered. In 
two years, for instance, August 1792 to J line 1794, 822 com"icts were pardoned. 
Of these 54 obtained free pardons; 696 were pardoned all condition of serving 
in the army or navy; and 72 bad their sentences remitted. \Vhen we read 
of the severe discipline in the Royal N;;J.vy and in the Army, of the frightful 
and merciless floggings that were daily carried on, we mllst remember that 
the ships were constantly receivi ng on board lhe sweepings of the prisons-crea
tures wh("llll nothing could infl uence but the tort lIre of the cal. Vel, rogues 
and villains as they were, they could fight, and did. Courage they had i the 
fighting spirit; so much was left to them after all their degradation. The 
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e ighteenth century criminal was a far better man than his miserable descendant 
of the present day, who is a sneak and a coward with the spirit crushed out 
of him by a gaol system which tu rns a man inco a snivelling cur. The g reat
grandfather of the present criminal was at least a man, a fighting man, somc· 
limt.'s a man of revenge. 

The system of transportation was fi rst begun as a fOfm of punishment in the 
year Ii 18. Before this there had been many occasions when transportat ion was 
employed for I>oliticai prisoners. Crom well sent 2000 Scotch prisoners. after 
\Vorcester, to the Gold Coast, where they all speedily perished. There were 
political convicts in Jamaica and Barbadoes; but it was not till 17 18 that convicts 
were scnt to Maryland and Virgin ia. Here some of them, after working out 
their sentences, became settlers and, one hopes, respectable members of society. 
The !jystem, indeed, seems to have answered very well in those States. The 
American \Var put a stop to it. \Ve then tried the plan of confining the convicts 
to the H ulks or to Houses of Correction. In the year 1787 was commenced a 
new form of transportation, to the infant colony of New South Wales and to 
Norfolk Island, a step which takes us out of the history of London. 

~ 
It was customary for the residents of a suburban village (0 subscribe in 

ruer to offer rewards for the appreht::nsion and conviction of highway robbers 
nd footpads. As yet it had not occurred to them that the money so expended 
ould have been morc usefully devoted to the maintenance of an efficient police. 
hus we find the following reward offered by the residents of Islington (Londou 

( 'd lIfidd/ese~ Nolcbook, p. 28):-

.. For apprehending and convicting 3.11 or any of the persons who shall wilful\y SCI fire to the house or 
premises of a subscriber, £30. 

For apprehending nnd convicting all or any of the persons who shall commit a burglary or robbery, 
1n the d",·elling·honsc of a subscriber. £30' 

For apprehending and com'kung nil CIT an)' of the persons who shall commit II munler on the body of 
a 5ub&criber, or any of his or her fomity. £30. 

For apprehending 3nd comticting all or any or the persons who shall commit a highway or foot robbery 
upon the person of a subscriber or hiJ or her f3mily, £'20." 

I n 1792 a very important reform in the Police was carried into effect. The 
old" Trading Justices" ac; they were called, the magistrates who received no salnTY 
but made their incomes by the fines they imposed upon delinquellls, were 
abolished. The system itself was cad from the beginning; jt became atrocious 
by the abuses which crept in to jt and became com mon. Vve have seen that the 
watchmen brought the offender before the constable, and the constable brought him 
before the magistrate. Now, since the magistrate imposed a fine which he put into his 
own pocket, the constable naturally thought that he, too, might as well impose a 
fine, let the person go, and put the fine illlo his own pocket. Nay, s ince man 
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is an observant animal, the watchman drew the same inference with the same 
result. In fact, every kind of offence could be com mitted with impunity provided 
the watchman first, or the constable next, was bribed. 

By the new nlies the magist rate could impose fines. but could not receive 
them, as they had to be paid into court, the Ilmgistr:ltcs ldk ing s .. larics. The 
new Police Courts were set up ill Queen Square. Great t\larlborough Street; 
H atton Garden; VVorship St reet; 1,'lTllhclh Street, \Vhil<::chapcl ; Illgh Street, 
Shadwell; and Main Street, Soulhw;).rk. 

T he system of g iving rewards for the apprehension of criminals was CX:lIl1illCd 

by the Committee on the Police of the l\Ietropolis, and thei r rt:port was ordered 
to be printed on the 8th of July 181i. 

From this we learn that the system oC rewards was begun by an Act of \\'i!liam 
and Mary, by which any person who should apprehend a robber. and !-ihould pro~ 

secute him to conviction, was to receive £40 reward. By the 6th and ith \\' illiam 
III. , the same reward was offered for the apprt;:hension and convic tion of auy 

pe rsons engaged in counterfeiting and clipping the c~in oC the realm. By the 
5th Anne the same reward was of Cered Cor the app rehension and conviction of a 

burglar. 
By the 14th George II. , cap. 6, £ 10 was of Cered Cor the con\'ic tion of every 

sheepslealer. elC. By the '5th George I I. , cap. 28, the rt;:wa rd oC £40 ror 
counterft:iting gold and si lve r coin was extt;:nded to include £ [Q ror counterfei ting 
copper com. Both these rewards are mentioned by Colquhoun as bt;: ing then (1796) 

still in force. The lotal annual sum paid in rew<lrds rose rapidl), in amount; we 
ha\'eseell that in li91 it was £3620; in 1798, they amounted in all to £7iiO: in 

IBIS . to £18.000. 
There was the uddi tional reward of the" Tyburn Tid.ct. " of which mention has 

been already made. The Committee strongly recommended the abolition of this 
reward. Evidence was taken and embodied in the Report. One man swore that 
because the reward for apprt:hending a beggar wae;; £ 10 the police offic{'rs would 
give a poor man a pt!nny and then apprehend him (or begging. Another and 
a third and a fourth deposed to hearing police officers commit perjury against a 
prisoner for the sake of the reward. 

The a rrivals in London every day consisted of those who came by coach ; 
those -who came by waggon ; those who rode: those who came in post-chaises i 
and those who came by the coasti ng vessels_ - The passengers by sailing ship had 

[0 disembark and land by means of the Thames watermen. The neecing of the 
stranger began with the attentions of the watermen. Once the passengers with 
their boxes were landed on one oC the quays they were tolerably safe, as the quays 
were tn some degree prolected rrom sh<l rks ami wolves, water thieves, alld land 
thieves. Outside the quays they found a hackney coach ; and so, ir a box or two 



• 
on the way, <bey arrived, at die expenoe 0( a ahilling or SO 

E"';;;~_:~'8",...ofeIlyat their destinOliOn. If the alranger wanted a guide ahout London 
fitod, all along the r+renide fron. London Bridge 10 Lime Houoe Hole. 

fellows who undertook to show the sights and guide the visitor. They were mostly 
old salts. and they have left behind them a reputation for honcst)r coupled with 
con_ual thirst. 

. Most of the people who came by sailing ship PUI up at inns or boarding
houses in or beyond the City; about the Minories. \Vhitechapel, or \Vapping. On 
the olher hand the arrivals by any vehicle on wheels had to rUlI the gauntlet of 
me inn yard and its frequenters. Those yards were infested with gangs of thieve,. 
of the most desperate character: these gangs stood by each other; they were 
organiaed; they divided the f. swag" once in their possession. into as many shares 
as there were members concerned with the robber}', These shares in the slang of 
the confederates were called .. regulars." The driver of the stage.coach or the 
waggon, the guard, the grooms and hostlers and stable-boys, the portcrs,-alJ were 

"in it" together. Nay, the landlord of the inn was "in it II too. The fellows 
who did the active part of the robbery lolled about the inn all da.y, waking' up ·':""0 activity on hearing the well-known tune upon the horn, with which the guard 
announced his arrival while yet afar off. Every guard of every coach had his own 
fa¥ourite melO<.1Yt his private air, well known to everybod)', which he played most 
beautifully. The tune announced the arrival of the coach ; informed everybody 
what coach it was; and warned the thieves to be on the aJert. As soon as the 
passengers had left the vehicle, down came the coachman and climbed into the 
inside, shutting the door after him, while he searched the pockets and the 
sealS for stray articles left bchilld. They were his perquisite; no subsequent 

after Jost property ever recovered things once left behind. Meantime the 
passengers' luggage lay on the ground waiting for the porters <lOll hackney-coach. 
Here was the chance for the thieves. One caught up a trunk, shouting "By your 
ka.\re," as if he was the pOrter bearing the box to a coach, and made for the 
gates. At the gates stood tWO or three of his confeder.ues, to hustle and knock 
.down anyone who ran arter the thief, who. once outside, was instantly lost in the 
.,arrow lanes of lhe City. 

This robbery of luggage went on all day long. always in the same manner; 
almost always with impunity. No one protected the passenger who, indeed. if 
lie wanted protection, had to depend upon his fists or his club. It was not oaty 
shameful in those days not to fight on occasion; it was also shameful to be 
ignorant of what was called, and was in reality, the noble an of stlf·defence. 

The hackney coachmpn in rheir turn, stood in with the thieves and took ~ 
II regulars ., when a trunk or a bag was filched (rom the coach. They also chargeCla 

, 

1Doeh .. they dared over and ahove their I ..... farea; and, because "'ey were IlaW .-,';,'1'1 
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to be summoned, they always took care in opening their doors to open them as wide 
as possible !K) that the passenger should not be able to see the Ollmber, which 
was painted on the outside of the door. 

The inn yards were also the haunt of the 0' smasher," Everybody was a 
smasher. The most active in the smashing business was the noble company of 
" caddees," a word which we have abbreviated to "cad," These fdlows professed 
to be hanging about [or sixpenny jobs, messages, and errands i they also louted 
for the inns, receiving a shilling for every customer or lodger that they brought. 
But it was perfec tly well known that the chief part of their business was that of 
smashing. They nOt ani). passed off bad money for good, and forged nOles (or 
good nOles, but they sold their bad money to the hackney coachmen, to the 
porters, to the guards, to everybody. There were many ways of smashing; if, 
for instMce, a half·crown was given to a coachman he generally had a false one 
in his hand and presented it, respectfully regretting that his Honour had given 
him a bad half·crown. \ 

The picking of pockets was reduced to a science. The pickpockets mjxed 
in every crowd; round the print-shops j wherever there was any show or exhibition 
of goods (Picture of LOlli/Ott, John Bee, p. 53):-

" If 0: horse tumbles or a woman faints, away they run, to increase the crowd and the confusion i they 
create a bustlc, and try over the pockets of unsuspecting persons; til~ at length, ha\"ing marked out one, the 
accomplice shoves him h:ud up against other persons (usually some of the g:mg), who tutur:aJly repress tbe 
intrusion. Thus wedged in, the)' next hi t him On the head with tl stick, when he, to sa\'t~ his hal, or to rd;Cnt 
the insult, lifts up his anns; a third or a fourth, still farther behind, Zi\'ts one more sho\"e, r:ams his Aat 
hand hard against the belly of the person marked out to be done, and 1,ulls OUt his Walch. If il be: his 
pocket·book they are after, tbey lift uplhe skirts of his coa~ to come at his inside pocket, bUI, should it he 
on his breast, then the 'Ogue, who is next to the victim, seizes hi9'<Col\at behind, and drags until the buttons 
gi\'c W:I.)' or there is space enough between the coat and the body for the :accompl ice to thrust in his arm. 
So situated, it is clear that every other pocket must be liable to a visit, the breeches not exce]lted. As he 
in the rc.1.f is generall), Il short man, or a boy, he tbrusts in underneath the ann! of the accomplices, who 
lIl:lke room (or him on purpose, and he is thus enabled to pick 111'0 or three pockets ::at leisure, espec:i::a.Jl)' in 
large crowds-such as 11 boxing match or my lord ~layor's show." 

Another com mon method was to get up a sham fight, under cover of which 
to hustle and rob the bystanders. 

In every stree t was the shop where the servants and prentices, as well as the 
professional crimina.ls, brought what the)' could steal from their master ; tht: shop 
which sold thi ngs everybody knew to be stolen-silk handkerchiefs with the worked 
letters pickc!d o u t; snuff boxes; wigs; hats; lace ruffies; sword·slicks; pocket 
books. In every street where s tage-coaches and carriages arrived or set out, there 
were the houses where paitth:d faces showed at all the windows, where the door 
stood open, and Doll Te~rsheel , smil ing, inv itcll the count ry man in, to ruin and 
destruction ; every street had its rogues' den; its smashing mint; its abodes of 
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cheats, villains, and thief·takers and informers. The police officers were .. in it"; 

they were bribed to shut their eyes; the only security was in showing fight. A 
little dog roused the tenant when the housebreaker entered by the window; a 
gun. a sword, a knife, a club drove him out. I n the stree t, even in the busiest 
thoroughfare. as Ludgalc H m, one might have to fight for watch or purse with 
club or fists; the very women, the common prostitutes, knew how to handle thei r 
lists and could fight. as well as rob. There was a whole vocabulary, apart from 
the slang Dictionary. of names belonging to the variolls branches of the rogues' 
profession. There were, for instance. buffers, caddees. duffers, gaffe rs, smashers, 
stashers. nosers, bustlers, kiddies, crimps, bubbles, ring droppers, change ringers, 
sharpers, smugglers, stags, tri ppers, d ivers. grabbers, shoulderers, find a hundred 
others. The vocabulary is as copious as that of the rogues under good Queen 
Bess. 

The most remarkable point abou t these rogues in the year. 5..1.y. ' 790 or 1800, 
was the piet)' of some of them. One man, for instance, a Roman Catholic, 
transported for stealing bnlss wire from his employer-the robbery having been 
carried on for many years-was a shining example of attention to his religious 
dutit:S.. There was a gang of porters who robbed right and left, and kept a depot 
fo the sale of their goods in Hand Court, Thames Street ; after the gang was 
br ken up these men were proved to have been strict and outwardly consistent 
C ristians. Three of them, who were hanged. were members of a Methodist 
Chapel, and had been "convicted of sin" and converted, long before. Yet they 
continued in their rogueries; works, we know, Illay be wholly unconnected with 
faith. 

The lawlessness of the mob is illustrated by the following story from the 
Pure, Coller/iolt:-

"There 1\'as a SCt of miscreants who chose to live on the eastern tide or the Tower, near the Mint, 
r.nd clAimed the pri\·jlege or being free from ~Clt ror debt. Fellowl who fled from their creditol1l :md, as it 
appearl from the trials of ten of them_ were mostly thieves and houiCbreakers. Among them 111'115 one, 
Mr. Saintn'e, "'00 had been a Justice of the Pe3ce. The new minters, like the old minters in the borough 
ot Southnrk, assigned certain limns as a boum1a.ry within which civil process should not be served, and 
any officer who either attempted to some process within the limits.. or upon the person of any onc ,rho 
was invoh'ed in a mint, .-u seized and punished. 

When it had been determined to 5ei:e 2nd punish obnoxious persons, they used to ull,. out in 
CODstden.ble num~ and with bludgeons, and rollowed by an immenlt mob "'hich encouraged them 
In their iniquity and probably prOteCted them. 111ty seized one man at Wnpping. another they took 
OUt of a house in Whitec:hapel, dragged them to the New Miru. tried and punished them according to 
their 0"'11 1.1...... One of these miJCrtants, who "'3.$ hanged ror robbery, Kkno,,'ledged that' during the 
time he ns a minier, no leu than tweh-e bailiffs had been seiud, whipt, and underwent Ihe rest of their 
discipline.' 

'They ICi.ted upon me,' uys one or the bailiffs, • and C1\nied me along in triumph to tht New Mint, 
wilh colours flying and \'iolins playing berOfe them.' The discipline i. thut described by one or the 
sulferel1l, William Jones- 'Ther "ripl me IlO1ked and wore sixp!"nny 1\'onh of rods to the stumps in 
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"hipping me, lind c\'cry now and then they dil)l>ed the rods in rirrevcrcnce. 1 believe , received :l 

thousand lashes. -:\fier this they put my dothes on IIgain, and some cried, II D3mn him, bring him hit he .. ,n 
whereupon I wa.s hauled to the side of a pit which was about 6 feet long nnd 3 or 4 bro.1d. It 1III'3S fil1«J 
.ith hum:ln excrement Ilnd other filth, 2nd o\'er it hung the sign of the hand and tipstllf[ The) th rew me 
into Ihis pit nnd ducked me overhead SCl'cral limcs.'" 

Let me quote a few cases of prison and of cr ime:-
The case of Major Bernard i is vcry strange and unintellig ible. H e followed 

the fortunes of James II. and accompanied the fallen king into France; served 
as a captain .. under him at the B,nde of the Boyne: and at the reduction of 
Limerick was permitted to go to France or anywhere else. H e prvposed to 
seule in Scodand; but the French privateer. in which he embarked. was laken by 
an English cruiser. He lost his all, and was seot to the l\larshalc;ea. where 
he remained for some time. On his discharge a plot was discovered, or actually 
broke out, for the murde r of Ki ng \\-illiam. In consequence of this discovery a 
reward of £ I 000 was offered for the arrest of the conspi rators. among whose 
names Bernardi found his own. 

No one can pretend to prove or even to describe this case. or to dscertai n 
the share, if any, that Bernardi had in the conspiracy-if th t:rc \\as an)" 
conspiracy. However, he was clJ)prehended with some others. wken to Xewgau:, 
and closely confi ned in a cell with irons for two rea rs. All this time without 
tri al. After two yea rs these irons were knocked off. and the prisoners were per. 
mitted to walk in the press yard. They then petitioned the " ing's Bench to be 
either tried or le t out on bail. Bernardi himself set fonh tbat by his imprlson mem 
he had lost an estate, which in his absence had been taken by the next-of-kin. 
The petition was refused. A special Act of Parl iament was passed, to which 
the King gave his assent, for the continuation of their impri sonment. 

There may have been suspicions well. grounded enough fo r the arrest or 
Bernardi ; but what justification could there be ror an Act or Parliament to 
continue his imprisonment without tri al. It was in 1696 that he was firs t 
imprisoned ; when Queen Anne succeeded, another Act of Parliament sanctioned 
the continued imprisonment ; when George I. followed, a third Act was 
passed; when George II. succeeded his father, a fourth was asked for 
and passed. \Vhy? This unfortunate man, with his companions. was ne\'t!r le t 
Ollt of prison at all. H e outlived them ; he lived to the age of eighty-two. 
Privation did not kill him; nor the foul air of the prison ; nor the contagion or 
gaol fever ; nor hope dcft!rred. He married j he made the best of the situation. 
Towards the end of his life <l legacy of £300 a year for the support of these 
hapless prisoners . made them .tli more comfortable. But still . one asks with 
wonc'er, Why? In a land where IcUres de rachel and the bastille were unknown. 

-Why? 
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The case of Mrs. Brownrigg's cruelty to her apprentices has become a 
typical or leading case in the treatment of parish apprentices. h was not, 
however, alone. I have before me half a dozen cases of similar barbari ty. Of 
these the worst is that of the Met yards. 

These LWO women lived together, being mother and daughter. in Bruton 
Street, by no means so a.ristocratic a street as at present. They kept a small 
haberdasher's shop, and they made silk nets, purses, and mittens. They also 
look parish prentices. of whom they had fiv e. These five ch ildren were trea ted 
in the Illost barbarous man ner ; the)' had insufficient food; they were made LO 

work all day long in a tiny room ; they were onl y allowed out once a fortnight; 
and they were crucll}f beaten both by the mother, who was a woman of a 
fiendish temper, and the daughter. The weakest and mos t sickly of these 
children was one Anne Naylor; she, driven to desperation by hunger and ill
treatment, ran away. She ·was, however, caught, beaten, and treated worse than 
ever, w.hile the greatest care was taken lest she should run away again. 

She did, however, run away again, but was stopped by the milkman and 
brought back to the house, where she was thrown on a bed, and while the old 

}woman held her down she was beaten about the body by the daughter. They 
then hauled her upstairs and tied her fast to the door by a rope round her 
iwaist, so that she could neither lie down nor sit down. She was kept thus for 

hree days. On the third day she was so feeble that she sank down hanging 
y the wpe round her waist. The children were frightened and called out 

.. Miss Sally! Miss Sally I Nanny does not move. " The girl ran up crying 
,that she would soon make her move. Accord ingly she beat the poor dead 
child abou t the head with the heel of her shoe; but finding that she really did 
not move, she called her mother. 

First they sent the children downsta irs; then they took the body into the 
garret ; they left it there for t wo months; it became then necessary to get it out 
of the house. The old woman, therefore, carried the bod)' all the way from 
Bruton Street to Chick Lane, \Vest Smithfield, where there was a gully hole 
by which the kennel water ran into the Fleet. She intended lO throw the body, 
which she had cut up, through the gully hole, but could not, on account of the 
grating. She therefore left the remains in the mud before the grating and went 
home. The body was found one night by the watchman and carried to the 
workhouse. where the case was put into the hands of the coroner. He supposed 
that it was a body lately used for dissection by a surgeon, and ordered it to be 
buried wilhout inqui ry. So far, therefore, the murderer seemed safe. Now, 
although the daugh ter, was by this time past nineteen years of age, the mother 
us.ed to beat her as if she had been a child. The daughter, in order to terrify 
her into milder behaviour, threatened to accuse her mother of murder and to 

• 
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become evidence agai nst her. This threat rendered thei r animosities more bitter 
and their life more miserable. 

After some time they look il1lo the house a lodger. nne Rooker. a lea 
dealer. He, observ ing the daughtcr was !:>harndully and crudly trciucJ. left the 
house, look another in Hill Street, and carried away lht! d.lUghler with him, as 
his mistress or his servanl. Probably the former, as she is described as a girl 
of remarkable personal a llractions. They were followed by tht:: old woman, who 
camt! every day to abuse Rooker and her daughter, and to crea lC a disturbance. 
T o get her ou t of the way l{ooke r look a house in the cou lllrr bllt W<I!oi speedil), 
found out and ag:lin assailed by the old woman, who seems to have become mad 
with ungoverned rage, so that the girl went in terror of her life, :\t last. 
thinking dml her evidence would be accepted, she communicated to Rooker the 
whole storr of the murder, Rooker wrote down wh,a hl: had hccn told, and 
communicated the facts to the parish of T ouenham ·H igh Cross. Ly \\ hich the 
g irl had been pllt Ollt as t1pprentice. 

The next step was the arrest of the \\'Ol11an amr the evidence of two of the 
gi rl s who had been her apprentices; the ddughlcr \\as dlso examined and 
dismissed. On further e\'idence, howevtr. she \\"" arrested <lnd taken to the 
Gatehouse, \Vcslmin"'ter. At the trial hcr mother ueclared th'lt the girl had 
had a li t and run away. The daughter related the whole truth, ani), laring the 
whole blame upon her mothe r. The girls. howc\'er, showed that sht! had been 
as ac tive as her Illotht!r in the ill -treatment of the child; finally lht:}' were both 
convicted and sentenced to be hangl'd. 

Even then their hatred towards each otill'r was so grc.::OI t that they h.!d to be 
separated. Th t:: evening before their execution the mothe r fdl into somc kind 
of fit or cOJlvulsions, and remained uJlconsciolis to the end. Tht: daughler, who 
wns present, took no notice, and cOJltinucd to talk with a friend who had come 
to say farewell to her. S he continued to lhe \;.IS l to decla re her innocence. 

There are always, ill c;vcr)' great tOWI1, places by common consent given 
over to the haun ts of cri minals. Turnmill Street and the vicinity of Fleet 
Ditch; the Seven Dials i parts of \Vc!o,tlllinster; the l\lint. SOUlhwnrk; the 
castern side of T ower Hi ll; have all. in their turn. been notorious ,,<; the refuge 
and residence of criminals. When the executive is Mrong the herding together 
of criminals presents the advantage that ther can easil), be found when the), 
are wanted. The disadvantage is that robberies are concerted and des igned 
with the greater ease when rogues meet together. Among the more notorious 
of these places in the last century was th,. lave rn called the Red Lion, near 
Saffron II ill, of which Timbs g ives a description which ma)1 be quoted as an 
example of a rogues' haunt :-

,6 
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"1he I'IlOIt notorioUI house here .as that long known M the Red Lion Tavern i but for the century 
preceding jts destruction in 1844. it had been used as n low lodging.house And was the (CIQn or 
tbieves. It was on the nbrth-west aide of the Fleet Ditch, " few houses from SalTron Hill. From iu 
remarkable adaptation CUi a hiding-pl:lce, with its \'l\riou~ means of escape, it was 0.. strange place. It!; 
dark clO$Cts, lrap-floors, sliding panels, nnd secret recesses, rendered it one of the most secure places for 
robbery and murder. JI Yo'as here that a chimney sweep, named Jones, who escaped out of Newg:ue 
about three years before the destruction of the house, was so securely hidden for "bout six weeks, that 
although it was repeatedly searched by Ihe police, he I\'RS never discovered until his hiding·plllet was 
dh'Ulged b)' one of its inmnles. Jones ,,'as concealed by parting off II portion or II cellnr with brickwork, 
well besmeared with soot and dirt, to prevent detection. This cell, or den, wu noout four reet wide b)' 
nine in depth; and Jones had rood conveyed to him through a small aperture by a brick or twO being 
left out next to the rnfters. Part or a butcher's steel was round here, the handle m:l.fked, Benjnmin 
Turle, July 19, 1781. It is said to have belonged to a butcher, a man of bad charllCter. who, about 
that period, or somewhat later, suffered the IllSt penalty or the law. One room, which \\'IIS used as II 
chandler's shop. by way or blind, was prm'jded with n trap·door, through which both thid and booty 
could immediately be lowered to a cellar beneath, nnd might thence pass b)' a plank over Fleet Ditch and 
gain a refuge in some or the alle)'s inhabited by other" ramily people." as Iheyare termed, which COm· 

municate with Cow-Cross. II was here that a snilor was robbed, and :l.l\erwards flung naked through an 
aperture in the wnll into the Fleel, ror which crime two men and a Yo'oman were Ir:l.nsported. A skull 
and numerous bones wert found 11\ the celI:l.B. The wretched place 'll'a& said to ha\-c Uccn the rendezvous 
or Jon:lIhan Wild, and on.en the hiding-place or Jack Sheppard and Jerry Abershaw. Mnn)' II, foul deed 
h3.d doubtless been there planned and decided on. On one occasion the police had surrounded the 
bouse to take a thier, whom they knew to be there, but he made his escape in their actual presence. 
Another escape was made by 1\ tmp·door beneath a bed. In this house a gang or coiners carried on 
their nefarious "'ark, There was a private stilll comlllunic.ilting with the se.wcr; and in a garret was a 
secret door "'hich led 10 the roor o( the next house?' 

Let us attend a sitt ing of the Court known as the Old Bailey in the rear 
t730, or thereabouts. This court is held about eight times a year, so that, at the 
worst, a prisoner commined by a magistrate cannot have mort! than six weeks to 
wait before his case comes on. The jur)T, before the Court commences, are sworn, 
one after the other, on the filthy binding of a great leather-cased Bible chained to 
their box-the leather is black with countless lips. They take their seats and wait 
the arrival of the judges. The witnesses called for the cases down on the li st are 
standing about the doors waiting to give their ev idence; they mostly show [hat 
unforgiving face which is to be expected of those who have been robbed, and 
probably kicked, cuffed, hustled, tied up, and perhaps slashed with knives, while 
their purses and watches were taken from them. The counsel are flutterin g papers 
and talking to each other; the gallery assigned to the general public is crammed 
with the people who always attend to hear the capital charges-nearl), all the cases 
are capital-and to gaze upon the prisoner with [he curiosit), naturally attaching [0 a 
man who will before long be sentenced to hanging, How does he take it? Snivel
ling? Like a man? With a laugh? With a white face and trembling limbs? Rut 
so far the dock is empty; it is ga rnished and decorated with sprigs of rue--not at all 
10 honour of the pri,ollers, but in order to dimin ish the danger of gaol fever to the 
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Court ; for the infection of gaol fever is said to be carried about in the clothes, Ihe 
hair, the very breath of ever)' prisoner broug ht up from rhe fetid cou rts and noisome 
cdls of the prison hard by. 

The judges enter in their robes; the Lord Mayor. the aldermen, and the 
sheri ffs, with the Chief Just ice of the Court of Common Pleas. Thcy take their 
seats, bowing to the counsel. The clerk calls the name of the first pric:oncf. who is 
brought ou t and placed in the dock. Then the clerk read:. the indictment. 

In the eighteenth cemury we nrc acclHHolllt::d to sec misery and squalor; they 
assume worse fOfms and greater con trasts than will be possible later on. Thus, in a 
time when men went clean shaven, when some wore wigs and some WOTC their own 
hair, most carefull y ti ed back and powdered. the poor wn;lch in the dock appeared 
with a three weeks' beard g rowing over chin nnd lips; his long hair. which should 
have been light, even yellow. hung over his shoulders in lank locks. malled, 
tlncol!lbed, in rnls'-tails, filth)' ; his fnce was ghastly whit!! under the dirt which 
covered most of it ; hi~ lips trembled and his teeth chattered : his eyes were 
unnaturall y brigh t. His frame-a strong and stalwan-frrl.lllc six feet high and (hree 
feet broad-shivered and shook; he caugh t hold of the spikes in front of him for 
supporl. He looked round him as one who. in spi te of his bright eyes, really heard 
and understood nothing. 

As for hi s clothes, they consisted of ,l shin. or perhaps it was once a jacket, 
hanging upon him in rags, and a pai r of leathern breeches tied wi th a thong.
nothing e lse. The man was stricken with an attack of gaol fever, which made him 
foolish as well as co ld ; his mind was wandering: he brought into the court with him 
a most dreadful reek or stench of the place wh t:! l1ce he had been taken. It was the 
feverish breath of the gaol which spoke th rough him. crying ... This is the air that 
you r prisoners have to breathe. In th is tht)' have to liv(: as long as you r hangman 
lets them live. This is the deadly brea th of Newgate. " !\<; it roll ed in invis ible 
waves about the court; as it crept like a November fog frolll bench to bench and 
covered, now the barriste rs, now the clerks, and lastly tlw bench, ever)'one in tunl 

shivered and shuddered. Some smell at bottles containi ng vinegar: some opened 
the lid of the pomander containing aromatic herbs; some held a lump of camphor in 
their hands, which they kept smelling; some crushed sprigs of rue between their 
fingers. All recognised tha t reek and stench for the breath of gaol fever-infectious, 
mortal ; the wretch whose li fe was to be taken away by forc(: of law might console 
himself with the thought that he would not die unavenged; for the smell of him was 
charged with pestilence, and those who looked upon him in life w-day might stand 
beside him in the other world to-morrow, hurried away by the reek of prison. 

The rags of the prisoner h:"td been presented to him by the other prisoners; 
he had no money for garnish, ei ther for rurnhys or prisoners; he was therefore 
thrust into the very worst part of the prison ; he had no money to buy food or drink. 
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so he was compelled to Ih'c on what crumbs came to him from the doles and charities 
of the prison; he had no bed, no blanket, therefore he lay upon the hare floor; 
he had no friends outside who c:ould help him-being ani), a poor forlorn country 
bred rogue i the fever had seized him and had most unhappily spared him so far, 
as if anx-ious that justice might not be balked of its own. so far as tri al a l least, 
and sentence, Wert: concerned. His case altracted no attention, be ing, indeed, a 
very common one of highway robbery, and the prisoner did not belong to any of 
the London gangs, and was in no war dislinguished or famous or interesting. 
l\Jerely a common rogue. H e pleaded" Not Guilty. " The prisoner was inaud ible, 
in fact he said nothing because he understood noth ing. But the turnke)r spoke for 
him. The trial went on. There was no defence. The prisoner seemed to li slen 
stupidly, holding on to the spikes and sometimes reeling for weakness ; bu t he 
neither heard nor understood: he was quite a common, ignorant man; through the 
fever and the starvation and misery of prison he had ceased to care for anything; 
none of the witnesses were cross-ex.amined-how could he examine them? There 
was no COllllSel for the defence. I ndeed, had the::re been any counsel, he would nOt 
have been allowed to address the lury in defence of the prisoner. 

It is hardly credible that this most wonderful disabili ty actually existed, and was 
only abolished by tbe Prisoners' Defence Act in the year 1820, within the memory 
of living men. ydney Smith it was who first preached against this wicked and 
cruel law. He pointed out that, while ill any COUrL where properly was concerned, 
counsel was heard on both sides, in that court where human life was concerned, 
counsel were forbidden to speak. He showed how a prisoner, ignorant, unable 
to speak, un '<Iccustomed to marshal facts , to weigh evidence, or to consider 
probabilities, was perfectly incapable of defending himself against counsel for 
lhe prosecution, whose sole purpose, for his own reputation, was to win the case. 

ydney Smith's words were eloquent, but they availed nothing for a time. 
I n this case the man was wholly inarticuldt~; he could say nothing; he might 

have pleaded povert.)' and destitution and sta rving children, but the plea would have 
availed him nothing; he was found guilty; in fact, there was never any doubt abou t 
his case at all. The judge put on the black cap. \Vhen he came to the words, 
"That you be hanged b)1 the neck unti l you are dead--dead-dead "- the turnkey 
slipped a string over the prisoner's thumb and tigh tened it, thereby illustrating the 
meaning of the words, and showing that as he lightened the loop of string over the 
prisoner's thumb, so should the rope round his neck be tigh tened at Tyburn Tree. 

The prisoner made no sign, shivering and trembl ing all the time with the fever 
that consumed him. The judge obeyed the law of the land, but there was another 
Judge with a more merciful law, who would call that prisoner away by a less shameful 
death, that very night. 

He was succeeded by another fellow-a strapping vigorous young fellow- who 
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sttpped briskly into the dock and brought with him another and a fuller breath 
of the prison. He was charged with shop-lifting: he had stolen someth ing from a 
counter, valued at 55.-a capital offence. Il owever, the jury were unwilling tn hang 
so fi ne a lad for so small an offence. Therefore. in the teeth of the evidence. they 
brought in a verdiCl of "Not Guilty." li e stepped clown j;lUntily ,lIld made fo r the 
door, bUl the turnkey laid his hands upon him. .. Stay," he said, .. when: arc you r 

dues 'O? "How can I pay your duc~? I ha\ c no mum:y." "Then you mU;,l wait 
till you can gel some. Go back to the prison- pay tile 111)' dues. VOLI will SILlY 

there till you do. " So with a wodul Courllcnancc the poor wretch \\ tnt oack to 

prison. The gales closed upon him; gaol ft::\"er ve rr ~oon carried him off. As fo r 

the turnkey, tha l inj lJ recl office r nevt:r got his dut;s <It all, and the \\'orld outside 

saw no morc of that man who \ViIS aC'luiw.:d. I Lcli!,;\'c that he was III truth a 
rogue in grain 'as much as the ft:llow condemned to dit:. Yd, Lcing acquinc;d, 
surel y he ought to have been allo\\ed to go. 

This monstrous cruelty wa .. 11nall y stopped by ,\ldcrnMn 13ro\\n. Lord ;\layor 
in 1733. 1-1 is biographer thus relates the .\ ct, which ind<:ed was a notault· . \ Cl, and 

worthy of preservation in our r(;!corc\s. 

"Jjcfore v.e dlVC;,l hun of his lIftice (Lord ~Iayllr, 1733) 'I would be a!> Injunuu~a~ :m)thill;.t could lie to 
his me mory, not to let him put in his claim, as prinCIpal. in nn aCI of Illelry, ,,)uth :lr(l:.e "h(,Uy {rom 
himsel f, {or v.hich multitudes of mi~Cr:lble wretches have bt:en Obliged 10 him, and hare had cau;,e II! bless 
his name, and whilst Ihe state of wickedness In Londoll and il l iddk~ex (ontinuc;, III the like ~ituation it 
has been in, or is at present, much grc:ucr numbers II ill undoubtcdly ha'·c r\·a~on to blc!.S hi;, 1ll1I1I":. ~nd 

rememik:r his conduct upon that account II ith great thankfulness and gT:1 titudl" 
This was the IleU·known regulations of tbe Sessions house at the Old Hailer, IIllIch JlHIC .... ded Ironl 

his own ju~t wa)' of thjnking and the tl!ndcr sentiments of a eOlllpa~~ionate heart, for thc time,>~..:d and 
unhapp)'. When an accused pt:r~on wa;, U\iOn trial at the Old Baile)' and acquitted, he WJS ol·Jjl'ed to pay 
we fees of Newgate or to go b.'\ck (or want of mone)', where lIl:tny poor ~(Juls perished in prison for no 

other crime perhaps but pol ert)'_ 
To pUI a stop to slIcb terrible cruelty, he procured it to be est:tbli~hcd b) ord .. r of the Court, an 

order which, as we nrc in a Christbn country, 'tll'ould be a shame to us, ;,hollid not I>rcvail all Ol· ... r the 
kingdom, that when any accus('d persons were acquitted by their count ry, thcy .!ohou1d inslnntiy be 
dikhargcd in COllrl, without paying all)' fees upon allY account II'hateyer, :lI1d it ha!> been stril-t1r adhered to 

el'er since." 



CHAPTER III 

THE LONDON I'KISONS 

THE condition of the prisons all over Grt!al Britain WdS proved by H oward to 
be shameful to the coull rrr and incredibly cruel 10 the prisoners. They lay in 
noisome cells, on the bare floor , without bedding. without blankets, almost without 
clothes, without work, \\jthout the means of getting work, and almost without food. 
In some Bridewells (i.~ Houses of Correction) there were no allowances for food at 
all: in olhers there \\T(!re allowances of bread alone, aod not too much of that. The 

1 prisoners were commiued to hard labour, hut the re was no work for them; there 
were no materiaJs, no tools, no one to put them-to work. 

Many of the prisons were infected with smallpox; olhers had gaol fever 
always lingering .. bout their foul cells and unvenLila lt:d wards. Gaol fevert 

indeed. was no new thing. It hovered about our prisons for many centuries, and 
was a most terrible scourge. In the ycar 14'4 Newgate was relieved of six ty

four prisoners, its keeper. and ma ll Y turnkeys, by an outbreak of gaol fever. in 
'5 73-1 579 a hundred prisoners died of gaol fever in the King's Bench alone. 
Lord Bacon says that the •. most pernicious infection, next the plague, is the smell 

of a gaol where the prisoners have been long and nastily kept." In ' 750. whi1~ 

the fever was raging in Newgate. some of them .being brought out for tria l, 
infected lhe court, so that the Lord Mayor; one of the aldermen. Sir T'homas 
Abney ; the Chief J ustice of Common Pleas j- Nrr. Brown, clerk; 1\ l r. Cox, under 

sheriff; many of the counsel, jury, and spectalors,-all died of the fever. 
Deserters apprehended and afterwards taken to their regimen ts from prison 

infected the barracks and killed hundreds ; s.ailors put on board ship frolll prison 
communicated the disease to the crew. One of the fleets sent to America at the 

beginning of the war with the States lost 2CXX) men from thi s cause. Yet , in spite 
of the repeated lessons and warnings, nothing was done to cheek the evil, until 
H oward pointed ou t the g ravity of the case. 

The ex tortions to which prisoners wt!re subjec t will be made apparent later .on, 
when I speak of the Fleet Prison, These extortions were practised universally in 

every prison in the country; . they were perhaps a li ule marc shameless, and a 

'" 


