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little more disgraceful in the Fleet than in other prisons. Tbere is. however, one 
hardship which belongs to a later period. I t is this. The Act (3' George 11.) 
for the Relief of Debtors provided that every debtor could obtain from his detain· 
ing credi tor the sum of 4d. a day. The law was intended benevolen tl y. It is 
only another of those cases in which there was no provision made for the enforce
ment of the law. The unfortunate debtor, if he wantp.d his 4d.-his .. groats" 
they were called- had to slie for it; where could he find the money for lawyers 

and fees ? Howard found in one of his journeys over 600 prisoner:. for debt, none 
of whom owed more than £20; not one among them all could get " thei r groa[S." 

In all England he found no more than twelve debtOrs who got the money 
due to them by thei r deta ining credi tors. The debtors, lherefore, but for the 
assistance they received from those in the pri son who were possessed of some 
means, and for the aims of charitable persons, would have starved. In i\ewgate 
the case was better. The~e the felons received da ily a penny loaf. But wha t 
IS a "penny " loar? H oward says that in 1557 a penny loar weighed 20 oz.; 
but in 1782 onl y 9 oz. H owever, throug h the help of the penny loaf they 
were only half starved, not wholly. 
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In many prisons tbere was actually no water ; the inmates were restricted 
to any allowance of water that the gaoler chost! to make them. I n one prison 
they wefe allowed th ree pints ~I day for drinking and all purposes of wash ing
whether of floors which never were washed. or of their persons, which were like 
the floors in that respect, or of their linen, of which most of them had none. 

The air in all pri:;ons was close and confined. If one vis its Newgate at the 
present day, it becomes apparent that if the prison was crowded, there would be 
something of the same closeness of exhausted air that was found a hundred 
years ago. Not so much, because ventilators have been put up. The walls 
were high and the space was narrow. The courtS were small; the air below 
rer'nained unchanged. So fetid were those courts when l-Iow~lrd visited the 
prisons, that on coming Oul of them he could not bear to sit in H post.chaise 
with the windows up. and found it necessar)' to travel on horseback for the 
better ventilation of his clothes ; na)'. he says th~t the very leaves of his 
memorandum book were oft!;!n so ta inted that he had 1O lay it before the fi re. 
\\)hile the vinegar il .. df which he carried became intolerably tainted. 111 a word, 
the stench of tht! prison was indt~scribable, and, a t the present da)', inconceivable. 

Now the prisoners were confined in close cells, brea thing this horrible a ir 
and that of the narrow courts, all day and all night; in some of thest:: cells 
the floor was the bare earth. unpaved, and damp; the bedding or the straw had 
to be laid UI>OI1 this damp Aoor. Ofren the prisoners were kept in thei r rOOllls 
all day, as well as all night, because the wall outside was ruinous, or because 
there was no court, or because the gaoler wanted the court for himself. There 
was no allowance made for straw or (or bedding. Consequently, unless t~le 

keeper provided it at his own expense, the prisoners slept on the floor. 
The prisoner:J were all put together. without the least attempt at separating 

the debtors froOl the criminals. dle young from the old. The women and the 
men were together all day, and were only separated at night. I n some. the 
insane were put in the cells with those who were sound of mind. The re.<;ult of 
this promiscuous intercourse was the Uller ruin of the young. \ Vho could 
expect a lad or a girl, innocent at first, to herd with habitual criminals of the 
most depraved kind without themselves becoming depraved? 

The demand for "garnish" gave rise to a most ex tensive s)'stem of 
robbery. H Garnish " was a fce demanded on ent rance: if the prisoner had no 
money. they took some of his clothes. III '730 four gaolers were found gui lty 
of robbing a certain prisoner under pretence of garnish. T o de ter others, they 
were hanged, but it does not seem that they were worse than tbe rest of their 
tribe. 

The prisoners committed for trial had to walk. sometimes len or fifteen miles, 
to the assize town. A gaol delivery occurred genernlly but once a year. At 
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H ull it was once in seven years. 
prison waiting trial (or three yea rs. 
was released. 

A certain murde rer. named Peacock. was III 

Then the principal witness died and he 

Perhaps the Illost amazing r ... et i .. lh,ll alread) noticed. thilt. t~\'t:1I after the 
prisoner wos "cquilled. he was dwined lIlllil he had paid certain fces. The 
gaole r lIsed to demand his fees; \\ hen he was forbiddcn to dct'lin the prisoner 
on accoun t of his fees. the Clerks of Assize dnd the Clt:rks of Peact! continued to 

he ent itled to dCllland thei r ft:l's. The following IS the table of fees for tht: 
I-lome Circuit ( H oward, p. -175):-

Jiurnl in the hand 
WhiprlCd 
Acquillcd 
Discharged by proclamation 
R ecordi ng c\'ery fdony 

f. J. 

4 8 
, S 
S , 
S 4 
U , 

The place of Clerk of r\ssize was bough t sornet illlt's for as much .IS £~500. 

Debtors crowded the prisons by bringing in thei r wivt's and children, and. in 
many cases, women \\'ho were nOt lheir wives. T here were sometim t:!s as many 
as ten or twelve ~ople crowded into QIW room. 

The total nLlm be.r of persons in England and \\"ales coufim:d III the various 
prisons in the ye::tr 1776 is set down at 4084. For our purpose Il is sufficient 
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to note that there were confined in London. \Vebtminster, and Southwark 228 
(eJOllSt 194 pt:uy offenders, and 1274 debtors-a lotal of J696 out of a popula
tion of about 900,000. 

I n a word, the prison system during the last centur)' was rad ica11 y inhuman 
and vicious; the laws made for the benefit of the prisoners were neglected ; 
the prisoners were hardened and instructed and perfected in crime, and their 
places of confinement were so insanitary that they d ied like rotten sheep: 

Let us now consider Newgate Prison itsel f, and Bridewell. 
\Vby Newgate was so called, is quire unknown. The old s tory that it was 

first opened in the wa ll to relieve the traffic th rough Ludgate, is qu ite easily 
rduted by considering the nature of the sileo Thus, it will be seen that Ludgate 
opened upon the bed of a broad. tidal stream with a marsh beyond ; there could 
have been no reason at all fo r constructing a gale at such a point in early times. 
Ludgate (the .. P o s te rn •• ) waS not constructed until houses began. to be built 
along the river wes t of the F~eet. O n the other hand, Newgate opens upon a 
shallow vaUer. with a stream navigable fur u<l.rges, yet fordable at low tide, 

1 with rising ground in froll t, and the g reat Northern road only a mile or so 
distant along a ridge or upland wa}', 

I 
Every gale was used on occasion , IS a prison. Newgate. fo r some reason 

now unknown, began very early to be used, not occasionally, but always, as a 
prison. H enry I J I. orde red the sheriffs of London and Middlesex to keep the 
prison of Newgate in rt pair. \VhiuingtOn left money for repairs so extensive as 

J to mean rebuilding. On th is ga te was carved a bas relief of his cat- the cat 
\vhich began his for tune. It was twice repaired before the fire of 1666 destroyed 
it. It was rebuilt in [672; the gate was taken down in 1767 ; the Gordon 
rioters set fire to the prison in 1780. T he present struc ture, however, had 
already been commenced, and was fi nished in 1784. 

Of the prison as it stood in 1754, S trype speaks in words of the strongest 
condemnation. ~l ai tland so far agrees with him, that he copies word for word, 
and~ probably to g ive g reater weight to his opinioll , without ack nowledgment :-

.Il t is a large prison :md made very strong, the better to secure 5uch sort of criminals which too much 
fill it. IllS a dismal place ,,·hhin. T he prisoners an: sollIetimes packed so dose together, llnd tbe air so 
corruph:d by their stench and nastine", tbnt it occasions II disease caJled the Jail I)istemper, of which thcy 
we by dOl.cns, and carliooru of them arc carried out and thrown into a pit in the churchyard of Christ's 
Church, without ceremony ; and 80 infecliou8 is thil distem l)Cr. that several judges, jurymen, and lawyers, 
elc., have takcn it off the prisoners when they have been brought to the Old Bailey to be tried, and died 
lOOn after, of which wc have an instance Wi thi n these seven ycars. And to \his wretched place innocenl 
people are IOmelimet sent, and loaded with irons before their trial, not to secure them, but to extort money 
from them by a merciless jailor '; for, if lhey have money lO bri lle him, Ihey 1l1~ have the irons as light as 
th~y please. The City ha\'c been lIO good lately al to inlroduce :l \'cnulluor on ~he top of Ne ..... gate, to 
expel the, foul air and to introduce rresh, 10 prescn'c the prisoners' health, and the prisoners nrc m:lny of 
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them kept in distant and more airy prisons. till "ilhin .::a few days before their trials. Sweet herbs, also, are 
strewed in the court and the p.us.'\gt! of it, to prevent infection; and the: '1nuffing up vinegar, it is said, i!l 
the most likely way to preserve the healths of those that are obligt:d to :mend such trials," 

The regula tions of the prison wen:: g radually improved, 'but there w~s little 
attempt made to reform the prisoners or to maintain order. T owards tht: end 
of the century there were sometimes ;'is many as 800 prisoners here, of whom 
a large number wcrc still debtors: among them wt:rt' more lhan a hundred 
women. These, it is t rue, had their own side. but wht'll J\lrs. Fry visited them 
she found them .. s wearing. gaming. ftghting. singing. dancing. drinking, and 
dressing up in men 's clothes." On the men's sidl· then: was no interference 
to prevent them from gambling and drinking. The Press Yard preserves the 
n\emory of the pcille forte d dllrc intlicted on prisoners who refused to plead. 
T hey refu sed because they could not be tr ied without pleading; because they 
could not therefore be found guilty : therefore their goods could not be: can· 
fiscatecl. 

In eariier times Ihdse who rdused to plead we!e treated ;\~ thosl: whom the 
judgment of God had condemned through an ordeal: llll·)' wt.'rc hanged. Ther 
chen insl iwled penance, i.f. sol itary imprisonment in a cdl and st<trvation. 

It is himed, however. that tht: keepers sometimes took pity on a prisoner 
and gave him food, so that a miracle was proclaimed and the happy prisom:r. 
sustained miraculously throug h a fast of fony days, \\as rdea 'ied. Some doubt 
having arisen as to the genuineness of thest! miracles, the In·lle fork c/ dun' \\.IS 

substitUled. 1 n this terrible torture the victim lay on his b;lCk. and hea \'}' weights 
were placed upon his chest until he expin:d. I t is not known how mallY cases 
of thi s ptmishmcnl lUok place. One i\ lajor Strange\\·a) s. carly in the last 
cen tury. chose to d ie in this way rather than by the gallows, J. nd 50 savcd his 
fortun e for his children. 

The pressing of \Vill iam Spiggot and Thomas Phillips is thus descri bed 
(Place Collection ):-

"William Spiggot and'1110mas Ph illi]1S wcre brought to the Bar to be arraigncd, IIhen th~y botn 
declared they would nOt plead, tin the Court had ordcred the horSl.'S, furniturl!, and monc}' and other 
things (which were takcn from them when they IICrt: apprehended) to be returned. The Court informed. 
them that what they di:sircd was morc than could I..e granted. iJut nvtllithslanding Ihis, thc prisoners 
stilt refused to plead, and the COllrt ga'·e orders that the judglllt:llt. should Lx.: read, appointed for such 
prisoners I1S shall stand mUle, or refuse to plead :'-

'That the prisoner shall be sent to the prison (rom whence he came, and put mto a mean room 
stopped from the tlgbl, and shall there be laid on the barl! ground, wlihout any litter, straw, or olh~r 
covering, and without nny garmenl about him, except something to hide his priv), members. He shall 
tie upon his back, his bead shall be cO"ered, find his f~l shall Ix: bare. One of his arms shall bo;! drnwn 
with a cord to one side of the rQOnI, find the other arm to the other side of the room, Rnd his !egs shall 
be served in like mllnner. Then there shall be bid upon his body as much iron or stone as he can bear 
or more, and the first day aher h~ t;hall have three morS(:!is or barley bread, without any drink i and the 
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ICCOIId day he shill be allowed 10 dnnk as mucb as he can at three times. of lh~ wlUer tbnl i. next Ihe 
prison door, Oce[)1 running waler, witlOut any bread : and this shall be his diet till he dies j and he 
apinst ,,·hom thi! judgment fihall be gin~n, fvdcits his goods to the King.' 

Tbis hovina no elfcc;.1 on the I)risoners, the cxccul;uner (as is uaual in such case.) WIl$ o rdered to 
lie their thumbs together, and dT'llw the cord as tight as he wn. able, which was immediately done, but 
ocithet this nor all the admonition N the Coun, being sufficienllo bring them to plend, they were: IICnlcnccd 
to be pressed to de.1Ih. Pursuant to this judgment tney wert cnrried b:ack to Newgate. As 50011 as they 
entered the press room, Phillips dtsired that he might return to the .Bar and plead, but SpiggOt COntinued 
obstinate lind was put under the press. He !.tort 350 pounds weight for haU an hour, but then 50 pounds 
more being added he begged tbat he might be C3rtied oock to plead, which favour was granted him. 

While he ",,-as Iling in the ":mlt upon the b.'lre ground, wilh .150 pounds upon his breastl the chaplnin 
\\eOI and PRayed by him and nd,·ised him not to haz.'lrd his soul by such :11\ obstinate kind of self-murder. 
But ;all the anS'II'er he made W4$, "Pra), for me, pmy ror me! " He solllelimesiny silent under the preSllure 
u if insensible of l)'lin, and then again '<I:ould fetch his breath "cr)' quick and short. Se"el1ll times he 
COlnl}\;tined of the cruel weight they hnd laid upon his face, though il wns covered with nOlhing but n thin 
dOl~ wbich ru ,aftenl'3rds rtmo,·ed a.nd la.id mor~ light nnd hollow, yet he still complained of lhe 
prodigious weight upon his faoe which might t.c cau5C<i by the blood being rorced up thither. When he 
had rtmnined half an hOllr under this lo:Id and 50 pounds more were laid on, being in al1400 l)Qund! weight, 
he told those Ih:1.I attended him th:1.I he would plead. Jmll1edialdy the ""'eight WaJ at once taken off, the 
COrdi cut asunder, and be "''as raised up by twD men, and some br:mdy wns put into his mouth to reviv\! 
him, and so he ""'as C3med to hu; trial. He WllS "ery (aint, and almost speechless for two da)'~ and then 
he seemed to recower strength for :I little time, but then he grew worse, and desired to receive Ihe Sacrament 
as thinking he should not live to execution day. Dut before that time he again reco"eroo liuength. He 

J said Lhat he did not desire to live for he could hardly felch his breath, and could only be :l wenk nnd 

I 
unhealthy man. He was hllnged III Tyburn, 8th February 1120, in the 30th year of his nse." 

\Vhen Iloward visited the prison in the year 1782 he found the governor or 
gaoler no longer dependent on the fees which he could extort from the prisoners 

I Vel the abominable system of fees had not ent irely depaned. 

Debtors 10 pay on leavin~ 
Felons 
Misdemea.nour oJr fines 
Tnansportl 

85. lod. 
18s. Icd. 
14.!1. 10C:I. 
14.5. lod. 

Besides these fees the re was " garnish" for entrance- for debtors, 5s. 6d.; for 
felons, 2 S. 00. ; the gaoler had a licence for beer but not for spirits. These, however, 
were brought into the gaol freely by friends who came to visi t the prisoners. 
Access to the prison was quite free to the friends of the prisoners, and there was 
apparently no limit to the amount of drinking, gambling, etc., that went on every day 
and all day long. There was a small allowance of food-for debtors one penny 
loaf of bread weighing in 1782 9 oz., and for felons il three-halfpenn y loat: As 
for the numbers on the 18th of December 1781 there were only three debtors and 
291 felons. Why there were so few debtors in tbat year is not explained; the year 
after, in 1782, there were J 13 debtors. The chaplain read prayers daily with 
the condemned, held two services on Sunday, and he administered the Sacrament 
once a month; the surgeon received £100 a year aod attended on all the 
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prisoners. The prison was destroyed b)T the Gordon rioters 10 1780, bUl it had 
al ready been condemned. Of the 291 fdon s in 1;82 66 were women; 100 were 
transported; 89 were fined; and 21 condemned to death. 

There were fifteen condemned c<!lls; they were all vaulH'd. 9 feet h;gh to 
the crown, and were 9 feel by 6 in area. The doors we re..: 4 inciw<; thick: the 

Slone walls wefe lined with planks studded with broad.headed Ilililc;; Ih,' re was 

a small window high I1P; n barrack bell formed the grea ter part of the f'lrniwre. 

For the debtors tht: rc wcre certain l egacje~. amounting on th(; wholt! to 
£52: 5: 8 a yea r. toge ther with other gi ft s in food, Cl eo Under the old sys tem 
the women's side comained sOlll t timcs as man'}' as 100 crowded lOgethn in thrt.'C 
or rour rooms,-Illf.lny or them young g irl s, just commencing their carter or vice, 
many old and hardened and ready to corrupt the young'cr sort. The mixture of 
}'oung find old was also rollowed on lhe men's side. The men's infirmary had 
onl y seven bedsteads. These were all occupied, and other s ick men lay on the 
fl oor naked, in a miserable condition, covered with sores and sheltered from lhe 
cold b}' a single ru.g. The women's infirmary was only lsi reel by 12: there 
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were no bedsteads; there was but one window; four sick women lay on the floor i 

the sewers were most offensive. 
In every prison there was formerly a taproom. When that was taken away 

from Newgate a public·house outside had the privilege of sending in be~r; it 
sold a bUlt or beer, and sometimes two, every day to the prison. The gaoler had 
a fee (or every gallon taken in. In J730 the Ordinar)l, then the Rev. James 
Guthrie. relates without comment, and as an occurrence of quite an ordinary 
character, that he had been [0 visiL a person named John Benncu, lwenty·seven 
years of age. and found him unable LO move by reaSon of a swelling in his legs 
and feet caused by the irons on his feet and lhe extreme cold. The man died 
a day or tWO afterwards. 

Among the bequests to Newgate is a gift of £ I : 6 : 5 a year for the bell . 
mall or sexton of St. Sepulchre's for pronouncing solemn!r twO exhortations 
to the condemned prisoners. the night before their execution and on the day 
of execution. 

The prison is only now used for ~rsons about to be tried, or for persons 
condemned to capita1 punishment. I t is a place of singular interest to the 
visitor: he will see the irons with which prisoners were formerl)' loaded. the 
condemned cells, the old exercising grounds and yards, the gallows, tht! 

I instrument in which a man is placed when he is about to be Aogged, the 
way to and from the Old Bailey, \vhich is also the burial place of the poor 

, creatures hanged within and withollt the prison; their initials alone mark the 
place where they lie together, murderers all. A dreadfu l place! 

An incident in the history of Newgate occurs under the date of 1726. 
There were lying in gaol, under sentence of death, certain malefactors. a circum· 
seance that was always happening in Ntwgate. These men, considering that 
they had to die. and that they could not get out except for the purpose of being 
hanged, resolved to keep their turnkeys and warders out. They therefore 
barricaded the doors, and being provided with arms of some kind, they stood 
upon their defence. I t was a hopeless undertaking, because at the worst their 
warders could starve them into submission. However, the sheriff was sent for. 
He addressed the prisoners from the first Aoor,-the chapel Aoor,-exhorting them 
(0 submission, and then, finding his words produced no effect, he caused them to 
be fired upon from above. They then submiucd. On rheir way t? Tyburn it 
must have been some consolation to feel that they had done something to 
mitigate the monotony of prison. Moreover. even if the sheriff had given word 
to fire upon them- whereby some lay in the fatal cart with bandaged arllls and 
legs-they died revenged, because the breath of the prison went up to him as 
he s tood over them and sent him home with gaol fever, so that he, too, though not 
by lhe cart and the gallows tree, was bound for the same bourne as themselves. 
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There was a mOre successful mutiny in J 748. Seven pri soners were in 
N ewgate on a charge of smuggling; they were con fined in a cell together. One 
evening. after da rk. when the turnkeys opened their door, tht'y all ru .. h<:d ou t 
toge ther. armed with pistols and clubs-when:. did they ge l them ?-and made 
for the gate, which they got lhrDllgh, and so out into the street. Fi ve were 
taken in the adjacent streets. known, one naturally sUI'poses, by Their fcut:rs; the 
other two escaped and-one cannot help cxprt!ssing some satisfaction- wen: not 
caught, though high rewa rds were offered for their apprehension. 

Those who to-day for curiosity visit l\'(;wgatf;! and walk abou t it;;; deserted 

courts, can with difficulty realise it s crowded condition during the whoh.:. of the 
e ighteenth century. Thus, for lli te' year I i7~ there is given a c1<1ssified enumt:ration 
of the occupants during that one year. The)' are divided into fdons, sheriff's 
debtors. County Court debtors, and Excise debtors. Fdons are subdivided into 
four classes: those charged with felony and awaiting trial; those alreadr con
demned and waiting for the day of ex(:cu tion to be nanlf'd ; and those sentence(l 
to be transported. The list is as follows:-

l'dolls 
Sheriff's debtors 
County (;oun debtor .. 
Excise debtors 

I uta1 

; 

I i35 

Of this total. thiny- two died in prison during the rear and about lift) were 

hanged. 
Vie ha~e alread)· learned that the number of those actually hanged was 

by no means the number sentenced to be hanged. The executions had become. 
shord)' before thi s date, so numerous, that public opinion was awakened. For 
instance, in 1776 the re were 223 persons han g-cd ; the practice of respiting the 
less hardened cri minals began abom that time and increased ever), ),ear ; so 
that sometimes juries would not convict of the lighter charges wl-ich carried 
a capital sentence. and sometimes those who were condemned knew that they 

would get off. 
In 1772 there were tried and sentenced at the Old Bailey as follows:

Sentenced to death 87 (the list, however, is apparently incomplete): selllenced 
tl) rransportation, 210 (again the list appears incomplete); to be branded II; 

to be whipped, a nUOlber uncertain. 
One of t'he cases brought in to the courts thi s year was an ac tion against 

the keeper of a priva te madhouse for confining tWO women perfectly sane, 
brought there by their husbands. This case opens ou[ a field of wickedness 
which could be carried on almost with perfecl safety. 1 n this case, however, 



• 
The old palace'" Bride .. eij-tbe history of which will be found in another 

place - formerly consisted of two square courts running back from the bank 
of tbe river. After the fire. which destroyed the two courts, Bride ..... ell wu 
rebuilt but not on the same foundations. The new Bridewell was completed 
in the rear 1668, partly as a school for trades to which poor boys were ap
pJlent.iced, and panl)t as a prison for vagralUs. maslerless men, prostitutes. and 
disOrderly persons of :111 kinds. Bethlehem and Bridewell were under the same 
Board or Governors. 

The SCC()nd Bridewell consisted of one large quadrangle, one side of which 
was occupied by the hall; another side by the chapel and offices: and the 
third and fourth side. by the prison. \Vhen the CjlY prison of Holloway was 
compl(led, Bridewell ceased to be a House of Correction, and the prison was 
cleared away. All that now remains is a part of the hall, a very fine room, and 
a part of the Gm'emor's bouse. There are cells beneath in which are imprisoned 
hom time to lime refractor)T apprentices. So few trades in London now take 
apprentices that tbest' young prisoners are generally printers. The School 
of Ans and Trades was removed by the go\'ernors to the back of the Ne\\ 
Bethlehem. Here 200 poor boys and girls are sliU taught useful callings. In 
1750 the hospital w3!>_used as a place" where all strumpets, night walkers, pick
pockets, \'agrams, and idle persons that are taken up for their ill tricks. as also 
incorrigible and disobedient servants, are committed by the I\layor and aldermen. 
and being so commiued, are forced to beat hemp in public view with due correc
tion of whipping according to their offe.nce for such a lime as the president and 
court shall see cause." 

Earlier in the century the flogging of the women in Bridewell was one 
of the sights of London to which anyone could go. The alderman present hdd 
a hammer in his hand and the flogging was continued until the hammer (elL 
I' Knock, good Sir Robert, knock," cried the wretched woman. 

The School of Arts and Trades taught poor boys Lhe making of gloves. the 
dressing of nax, weaving, a'ld other trades. After they had served their app ..... 
ticeship they received £JO each to enable Lbem to start in the world. Theae 
lads lI,'ere known in the City by their dress of blue doublets and breeches. As 
regards the prisonerS it was long a reproach to the Cit)' that no woman 
brought to this place except those who could not afford to bribe the 
tbey were therefore only me loWell, fIOOr .. ~ and most wretched, bUL by ftO 

the most vicious or the tnOIt mischievous. Pennant mIlS speaks of the p~";Mi"" ./j 

.. The first liOlt: I Nittd 1be pIMt. &beN hi DOl a .mpe InlIli priIoMr, and .bOW; t.CDIf''':.:~i1 
'J'hey ftl'e confinod OQ • 8J00hd ...... 1 ... ....,..aa,ed jQ bwiPs of fleDtp. When the door WII OJ 
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the keeper tilly IlIn towards it like. so many hound! in kennel, and presented" most moving sight; about 
twenty young creatures, the eldest not exceeding sixlCen, m:my of them with angelic races, divested of every 
angelic expression, and featured ""jlh impudence, impenitency, and proOigacy i :md c10athed in Ihe silken 
tauers of squalid liner),." 

" The \Vomen's \-Vard, larger than the men 's. contained a day-room on the 
ground Aoor apart from the day'. room 0(- the men. In Hogarth 's picture the 
men and women are beating hemp in the same rOOm. The women had two 

night-rooms above their day-room. There was an infinnar}' in the prison, and 
the room was provided with a vent ilator. The fault of the prison was that the 
inmates were never let out into the open ai r, which made them unhealthy and the 
rooms offensive. Apart rrom the flogging, the treatment or the prisoners was 
far more humane than at other prisons. They worked rrom eight till rour in 
winter a~d rrom six to six in summer. On rOllr days in the week they were 
allowed a penny \oar, ten ounces or dressed beef without bone, broth, and three 
pints or beer. On the other days, a penny loar (8! ounces, 1783), rour ounces 
or cheese, a pint or milkl pottage, and th ree pints of beer. The rations were 
served at tv .. ·elve o'clock. All the night-rooms were supplied with rye straw: in 
winter, the women, not the men, were allowed some firing. 

Bridewell also perrormed a more pleasing runction in relieving the distressed 
by charitable girts. In this work, however: it- \Vas round necessary to proceed 
wi th caution. as the knowledge or such d&~s. .).{r2.~ t vagrants to London. 

The "Bridewell Bo)'s," already spoken " or, ""50metimes gave trouble. They 
had the privilege of going to fires in order to help with the buckets and to work 
the Bridewell engine. They behaved with so much disorder at the fairs or 
Bartholomew and Southwark, that the governors in 1755 took up the matter 
seriously. The boys were deprived or their unirorm. put more closely to work 
under trade masters, kept within the hospital. and in oth'er ways cu rtailed in their 
privileges. 

I 



CHAP T ER IV 

TilE MA RC il TO T\' IIUR.N 

\¥II EN selll(!nce of death was passed, the unfortunate man was taken back to prison, 
where he lay with the others, sentenced or waiting for trial, un til the day 
appointed for his execution. There were long delays between sentence 
and execution; there were frequent respites; the uncertainty of a capital sentence 
caused the thing itself to lose most of its lerrors. The condemned prisoners 
were not till late in the century separated from the rest ; their friends could 
visit them as much as they pleased. They were. of course, heavily fe ttered 
with irons, which can still be seen in Newgalc. 

Here is a (act which proves the incredible licence allowed to condemlled 

criminals. It was in the year 1746. O ne H enry S imms, a notorious th ief, was 
commiu ed for trial, tried. and sentenced to death. We are told that •. he 
behaved very und3;untedly, espec ially before he was ce rtain of death . H e 
quarrelled with Mary Allen, another convict, and beat her very much. " So that 
a woman condemned to death was allowed on the same side as the men 
condem ned to death; and the discip line of the prison was such tha t one conv ict 
was a1iowc..>d to beat" VCr)' much" another convict-and a woman! 

The service in chapel , the day before the execu tion. was the last occas ion 
but one of exhibi t ing the ir courage and their carelessness. They sa t in the 
condemned pew, round the coffin in the middle, with a show of recklessness. 

They were encouraged by the o the r prisoners who sa t in two ga lle ries. the men 
in one and the women in the o ther, opposite to each othe r. These prisoners, 
not yet sentenced, called upon them to hold up their heads and kick off their 
shoes at the gallows-a th ing which was ac tuall y done when the ca rt moved 
away and the hanging began. 

They were allowed what they chose to jJay for. Jonathan Wild , for instance, 
the night before tht! execu tion, offers the Ordinary a boule of wine when he 
expected a bowl of punch. Vis itors were allowed into the Yard where the 
prisoners took their exercise: lad ies of fashion crowded to sec a famous high. 
wayman : artis ts came to paint their port.raits ; the prisone rs dressed themselves ,.6 
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as fine ly as they could , sometimes in silk with powdered wigs and nngs. There 
was so much curiosity. bustle. admiration, pity, encouragement from the VISitOrS, 

that the gallant robber's head was turned with vanity, and he marched out of 
Newgate, when his hour arrived, with all the glory of a conquering he ro. 

A t one o'clock on Sunday, chapel over, the friends of those about to die 
were a llowed lO see them for the last lime. They brought with them the 
material s for making a decent and a creditable Show- lht:re seems to have been 
ns little fee ling of shame among the famil y of the hanged man as the re was of 
pi ty among the spectators. The last g ifts consisted-it was the right thing in 
a ll such cases-of a white cap with black ribbons, a praye r· book, a nosegay to 

stick in hi s waistcoat, and an orange to bolli in hi s hand. \\ ' hy an orange I 
know not, but it doubtless had some sy mbolical mean ing. 

On Sunday night the sexton, or beadle. of St. Sepulchre's church stood in 
the street or in the gateway of the prison, and read or spoke the fo llowing 
exhonation in hearing of the prisoners;-

"You prisoners within, II ho for your wickedness and sin, after many merciro:s showt!d you, are 
now :l.ppointed to be executed to dC:l. th to-morrow in the forenoon. Give car and understand, dut 
to-morrow morning the great bell of SL Sepulchre's parish shall toll fo r you from six till ten, in order and 
manner of n passing-bdl, which used to be lolled for those lI'hicn lie at the point of dcal n, to the end thnt 
all godly rlCople heat ing thaI bell, and knowing it is for you going to your deaths, lila}, be stlrred up to 
hearty prayer 10 Cod to bc§IOw His grace and mercy upon you, whilst you ),et live. Seeing th!;! prayers of 
others will do YOIl no good, unh.'ss you turn to God, If! Ifue sorrow for your sins, and play wnh them for 
yourselves also, 1 heseech you nll, alld every olle of you, for Je.us Christ's s.o.ke, to keep Ihi~ night in 
watching and heart y pr:t}'cr 10 God for the S3h':lIion of you r own souls, whilst there is )'ct lime :lnd place 
for mercy, :ls knowing Ihal to morrow you mll!>t .:J.p()C:lr before the judgmcllI·*.:J.1 of your Ctc;.tOt. Ihere to 
give ~n account of all tb ing! done in Ihis life, and to suffer !:Iernal torment for your sin" cOlll1l1iut:u against 
Him, unle5.'i upon your heart)' and unfeigned rCI>cntallcc you oht.:J. in mercy, through the Il lt' TiIS and de.:J. th 
ond passion of Jeslls Christ, your only Medinlor and Redeemer, \\'ho callie into thc world to sal'c si nners, 
:lnd now sils at Ihe right hand of Goo to make intercessiOIl for you. if Y('II penitently reI urn to 11 illl. So, 
Lord hnve merc)' upon yOLl, Lo rd hal'e mercy upon yOIl all. ' 

On the Monday morning the prisoners wcre all brought Ollt into the room 
adjoining the gate. H ere, one afte r the other, their irons were knocked off, the 
rope placed round their necks, and their elbows pin ioned. leaving the hands 
free. Meanwhile the chaplain well t about frolll one to the othe r exhorting 
them to repemance. Most or them scoffed openly ; sOllle ,. sni n: lled," as it was 

delicately put- one hopes that such poor-spirited crcaturt!!i were few in number ; 
the sheriffs, with a large number of visitors. looked on- it seems as if anybody 
could go in by "tipping" a turnkey. The prisoners, when all were ready, were 
then led out and pl ttced in the carl or Couts , lhe Ordina ry going with them. 

The procession consis led of the sheriffs, in a carriage, or perhaps a deputy 
sheriff, who led the way. H e W:l S followed by the cart or carts in which the 



criminals sat beside their coffins: with them Bat the chaplain, exhoning. When • 
.. gmerally happened, there were many persons taken out for execution, the 
chaplain either went in the IIoheriff"s carriage or chose one of the carts. I quote 
the following from the Plart CoU,di",,:-

"It Rquired some addlt8ll in Mr. Akermanl or the malter of the ceremonies, to place hi\ dcpartiuR 
~ in the cart ia due orcM of precedence. J\n highwayman (ormerly \II'as entitled 10 the pre
emiaent teat; but robbers of tbt mall now enjoy IhM distinction, The difficulty o( regulating these points 
it when b«h .IOrts of culprits are travelling to Tyburn. J remember having seen 1'11'0 gentlemen taking 
tbcIir "It journey on thi& IOIld in a twC)- .... ·heelcd ,"chicle hung with solemn 5IIble, \II'ho quarrelled as they 
wat &10lIl on the question of precedence" 

Out!liide, on the steps or St. Sepulchre's, the friend.. .. or the 1II01'iI7l17' waited 
nh nosegays tP stick in their waistcoats. Here, too, the sexton, or beadle, 
pronounced another exhortation to the prisoners:-

.. AU good ~ple, pray heartily to God for these poor sinners gping to their dealhs. and for .... ·holll thia 
1ft*! heU doth toll; and you tbnt arc COndenlOed to die, repent yourselves with bmentable tea~ and task 
mercy of the Lord for Ihe w\'auon of ),our own souls. through the merciea, death, and passion of Je.sU! 
Christ. your only "'Mediator and Redeemer, who came into the world to S;l\'e ,innel'S, and now siu at the 
right hand of God to make intercession for you, if )'ou heartily return to Him. So,. Lo rd have mercy upon 
)'00, Lord have mercy upon )'OU an." 

A number of constables walked beside the carts or rode afte r them. The 
journey lasted over half an hour: during the whole way the road was lined with 
a crowd of 311 the scum and riff·raff of London. There were barrows or 
stands where gin was dispensed at the cheap rates of which we have heard ; 
there were stalls for gingerbread. nUlS, and apples; there were ballad.mongers 
ba"'ling the latesl song on the most interesting of the criminals; there were 
boys crying the last dying speech and confession; the following is also from the:: 
Piau Colluli(JII, ;-

"Formerly e\'cry mgged nun, woman, and child bawled dying apcc<:hcs about the s.treets. Some 
blowed borns during the morning, and indeed till the middle of tht: afternoon. They nil used the same 
.ords and the lWlle looe in chanting them ; the> were the fol1o,,-ing :-' Here', all tbe right and true Inst 
dying speech and conftsiion, bi~ l)Ventage, and eduCiltion, life, chtlr.lcter, and behaviour of the three or 
"i. or tcn unfortunate malefactors . 'ho wcrt: nttuted this morning at Tyburn ' or, 'lhi!\' morning opposite 
the Debtors' door in the Old Dailey.' 

Frequently-' also a COP)' of tbe letter whioh die nOled - sent to his sweetheart or ..... ife-the 
night before his execution.' 

Tbete 'peecbes were printed before the execut ion took place, and ",ere cried in distant PMts of the 
'01m before the aiminals were actually executed. The sale of speeches, at a halfpenny each, mUll have 
heeD "ery great, for the number of those ",ho hawked them about was ellonnous; no one can form a 
concepttOn either of thdr numbt1' or the di$(.ordanl chant and noise they made. Their number wu 
indtc:d so grt::1.1 that, in going along the strett&, tbere wu no cessation, no interval when the ear ••• 
relieved frOUI tbe iUund of their "Olen." 





THE ~IARCH TO TYBURN 549 

There were fellows fighting in extemporised rings and women applauding: 
and when the carls passed with the crowd of young fellows following and 
shouting. the spectators applauded or hissed, loudly praised or loudly cursed. the 
principal actor in the scene. H e was generally a highwayman, young of course. 
sometimes a handsome ruffian with an impudent swagger and a very fair 
assumption of recklessness. \Vith his elbows tied fast it was difficult for the 
most interesting highwayman to be perfectly easy; sti ll. he could hold the prayer
book in hi s hand with a negligent g race which showed that he had no con
nection with the sn ivellers beside him ; he could shake hands with the lads who 
shouted and ran beside the cart : he could bow g racefully to the ladies : while 
the black strings of his cap were like the pirate's Rag of defiance. 

Beside him, in the same cart, perhaps, sat a young girl on her coffin: she 
was bent\ and crouched down; in her a rms she clasped a baby. Alas! Alas ! it 
was for her baby 's sake that she became a shoplifte r ; and now her baby would 
be given over to the COIf mercies of the parish: she felt no shame; she was 
thinking of her baby. ' Repen t, woman! " cried the Ordinary, ,. repent while 
there is still time left !" She could not repent ; she was thinking or her baby, 
not of her soul : she was think ing of her baby, not of the rearful wrench from 
life that awaited her at the end of this dreadful journey ; it was with a sh riek 
of agony unspeakable that she suffered her child to be taken from her ; it was 
an insensible form that hung from the rope when the cart moved slowly away. 

\OVho were the others in the cart? N Qne, that the crowd cared about. The 
forger had been a respectable tradesman: his face was white ; he could not pray 
for the misery or the thing ; he could not pray for thinking of the (oll)' and 
madness of it.. The young fellow who tried to laugh was a convict returned 
before his time; the others were murderers, footpads, and common thieves. 

\Vhen they arrived at the gallows, which stood opposi te the Marble Arch, 
the crowd was dense; stands were erected as at Epsom races; there was more 
drinking of gin, more fighting, morc bawling of ballads. The cart drew up 
under the gallows; the caps were pulled down; the highwayman kept the smile 
upon his lovely face to the end. yet, I think that when the cap was down, he 
smiled no longer: the ropes were adjusted; and the cart moved slowly away, 
leaving them, without a drop. to dangle and be slowly choked. The hjghway~ 

man, game to the last. kicked off hi s shoes. Thus every great man should die. 
Then friends of the wretches made haste to hang on by the legs so as to 

bring their sufferings to a speedy end. Women in black moved about to claim 
as near relations the bodies of those who had no friends; they were resurrection 
women, who carried off the hodies to the dissection rooms. 

It was considered that a man might hang for twenty minutes or half an 
!lour before he died. His friends could have (he body if they pleased at the 



sso LONDON IN THE EIGIITEENTH CENTURY 

expira tion of one hour. But many of the gallows birds found thei r way to the 

surgeons. 
Here is a contemporary account :-
" \" ith much difficul ty I {oTc'd my way up the Slone Stairs which lead to the 

H all, where these unhappy Travellers have their St. Plllch"c's Boots, as they a TC 

calJ'd, taken off before they set out upon thei r journey. I had here no sooner 
recover'd the use of my Arms and H ands, but found myself in the state of l.l sLript 
Bankrupt, before lh~ Commissioners in the Irish Chamber .. my l'Valc/t., J{eys anel 
Tobacco Box. Having made the tour of my Pockets, however, finding Means to pacify 
and pass the Cerberus. posted at the g reat I ron Door, I was no sooner emer'd but 
fancy'd myself at a Telllus COllrt or the T£I,·Yard Guard-room, from the deligh tful 
Conversation that pass'd between the good Company, wai ting to see the Ceremony 

of the f1westiture of the Hailer. 
A Turllkey kept jostling me to take notice of the Behaviour of a lillie roug h

(ac'd Sailor, with a speckled H andkerchief, hanging dow n to the Knees of his 
Breeches. That Man. said he, will turn vul tbe Hero of the Tree. and do Honour 
to our Execution ; observe ' how negl igently he palms his Prayer-Book. how disdain
fully be treats the Exhortation, how steadfast are his Eyes on his Alawks, and how 
regardless of the Minister. Ah! adds he with a deep sigh, what a fille IIIi11g it is 
10 die well, a1td whal 'ivould I 1101 give to be cerlai1L o/lIIaking so good an End. 

A JJlIldler, who seem'd to be as busy about the Place, as a Bailiff a t a H orse
Race, or an Adjutant at an Exercise, threw himself into the most violent Agony I 
ever beheld a Man, to find that his dear Friend Joe, who was going to suffer for 
about a score of Robberies all the H ighW3)r, should , after all hi s boasted Courage, 
snivel to the Ordinary, and die a Dunghill at last. 

A Fellow of a genteel Deportment, who was most deplor'd by the better SOrt 

of the Spectators, complained grievously of the Verdict that had pass'd against him, 
saying. that had it been given for £40,000 instead of 40s .. in the room of passing in a 
dirt)' Vehicle to 0 ,burtt, he had been Aying in his Coach and Six to JJath or Ttf1L

bridge to receive the Compliments of lht Beau A/ontle. 

But a You/I, that had rece iv'd the Benefit of some School-Learn ing, appea-r'd 
to be under a deep Melancholly, because, as he said, he apprehended thei r Sufferings 
were not to terminate with the Extcution i and when he ex press'd himst:1 f in tbis 
:\1anner, I observ'd his Eyes wt re pretty earnestly fix'd upon the Writer of the 
Dyillff-Speec/t. Paper. 

Two Street-Robbet's received much comfort, in the Assurances given them, by 
one of the ir Doxys, that she had engaged a suffic ient N um ber of her Fritmds from 
the third Reg-imen/, to secure thei r Carcases from be ing Atomi:S'd . ... 

A Printers Boy was g rovelling behind me, and muttering ou t, that the Aftn 
s/(}()d stilt for Copy .. upon which J perceived a sLender GtJHlloma,/. addrc!is himself to 
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one of the C1-imilla/s in a low tone to the Effect, T hat he would tip him as handsome 
a Coffin, as a Man need desire if he would rome dou/II but half-a -dozen more Pages of 
COIl/elsio ll . The Prisoner ·migh ty ela te at the Proposal, answered with an audible 
Voice, Sir, strike me as sli./1 as all AldL'rlllall's lI'i/1! ill a C/mrcl, Pt.''itJ. if J dOll" 
obLige you. 

O n a sudden, a Fellow like a Pri=c-jigMcr, proclaim'd with a bloody Oath. 
tha t a Reprieve and free Pardon for ont! of the Prisoncrs was JUSt arri\,'d. I n an 
Instant a Spi rit of Joy and Geneva diffused itsclf over the Plact:; but a 5io:jralt l of 
the Foot Gtmrds appcar'd to be under great Anxiety, say ing it was li ulc maller of 
Joy to him, in tha t his }(iuSlJlolI had disco\'cr'd slIch a pusillanimous Behaviour 
under hi s Condemnation, as had alre~ldy render'c.l him the Jest of all the G"eUCf}a 
S hops in St. Ctlcs's, .md that he would neve r be able to shew his Head again, on the 
Parade or at S/okes's Amphitheatre: \\' hat, says he, to rdllse a Druw for tht: sake 
o( Drdincourt, and smk <In Oath to oulige the Ordillll l)' .' He was going on in this 
manner, when a SlIIi/ltjiclt( l/orsc·C"!ll'Scr inte rfer'd in behalf of the Ddmf/lIl'11/, and 
~aid , he could no longer beil r to ht:a r poor JCII/III)' ablls'd ill such a manner; and 
offer'd to rap an Affidavi t, that being one dar in the Cells with him, he actually 
he'l rd him outswear a Captain o( a Fourth · Rate Ma n of \\'a r. or <! Compa ny of 
d runken Bailiffs in a Tavt:rn Kitchell. This was ~Ick nowledg'd by onc of the 
.JJlyrmidolls. or RllltlfCrS of tht: Jail to bt: true: but then indeed. tht: ~Ian cOlL'<.] n't 
deny bu t that it was a full Fortnig ht before the Dead \Varrant cam!:! down. Next , 
a Braud)1 SIIIIIg;r:kr. a good sari of a .1/all , used his kind Offices (or composi ng the 
Difference. and reconci ling the Relations to one another; he own'd JL'IIlIlIJ' had been 
hig hly to blame, in bringing a 51111' lIpon himself and Famil )" by hi!', timorous 
Conduct, but hoped that <IS he had now seen hi s Error, he would neither want Sense 
nor Leisure, to Rl'pent of his RepclI/(Hl ee. 

Two elderly IVomclL decently dress'd in IJlad.: Crape. with tht:ir Faces \'e il'd 
ove r like a \Voman of Quality. when shc drives by tht: Door of he r Jft>rfl!r, were 
curs'd like a Box and Dice at a Hazard T able, as they pass",1 down lhe Stairs, by a 
Surgeon ; who withal said, they had lain as long in Bcd as a fli:ldL Dean and 
Chaple r, so that there was hardly tl poss ibil ity of their ge ll ing' t ime enough to the 
Gallows to do thei r D uty. A pre tty corpulant I\l an that stood near me. whose 
Plate BuU(m Coal denoted him the l\,iaslcr of some pllblici: HOllse, was so ki nd as 
to inform me that these Ceullewomell were tht: Agents of the Surgeolu, who gave 
tht:m prett y good wages, for personating the Paren ts of the dying r.. latefaclOrs; (or 
which purpose they attenued in Hackney Coaches, as constamly at every Execution, 
as Ra£n at a Review. or L adies a l a Rape.Trial, and seldom fai l'd to bring off' a 
Brace or twO of Bodies, (or the use of the ir Masters the Gentlemen o( the Faculty ; 
while the real }\'1others, who have waited near the Tree. with scarce any Cloaths at 
all on thei r Backs. have not only had the mortificat ion to see the R emains of the ir 
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unhappy Children carried off ill Triumph for Dissection, but also run a ri sque of 
being massacred by the Mob, on a false Suspicion of their being in the Interest and 
Pay of the Surgeons. 

At last Qut set the Criminals, and with them a T orren t of tt.'lob, bursting 
through the Gate, like a 1Vest COllnlry' Barge with a Flash oJ Thames \OVa te r at her 
T ai l. Thousands are pressing to mind the Looks of them. Their quondam 
Companions more eager than others, break through all Obstacles to take Leave; And 
here you. see young Villains, that are proud of bei ng so (if they know any of them) 
tear the Cloaths off thei r Backs by squeezing and creeping thra' the Legs of ~Ien 
and Horses La shake H ands with them; and not to lose before so much Company 
the Reputation there is, in having had so valuable an Acquaintance. All the way 
from Newgate to Tyburn, is one continu'd Fair. H ere the most abandoned Rascals 
may light on \Vomen as shameless. Here Trollops all in Rags may pick up 
Sweethearts of the same politeness; where the Croud is the least, which among the 
1 tinerants is nowhere very thin, the Rabble is the rudest; and here, jostl ing one 
another, and kicking Dirt about, are the most innocent Pastimes. Now you see a 
Fellow, without Provocation, push his compan ion in the Ken nel , and two ~ J inules 
after, the Sufferer trip up the other's H eels, and the first Aggressor lies rolling in 
the more solid Mire. No modern Mob can long subsist, without their darling 

I 
Cordial the grand Preservative of Sloth , GClleva. The Traders who vend it among 
them, on these Occasions, are commonly the very Rubbish of the Creation, the 
worst of both Sexes, but most or them Weather-beaten Fellows, that had misspent 
their Youth. Here stands an old Sloven in a \N"ig actually putrify 'd, squeezed up in 
a orner, recommends a Dram of !l to the ' Goers-by. There another in Rags, as 
rusty as a Nonjuring Clergyman's Cassock ; with several Bottles in a Hasket, stirs 
about with it, where the Throng is the thinnest. and tears his Throat like a Flounder 
Fellow, with crying his Commodity; and further ofT you Illay !;ee the H ead of a 
Third, who has ventur'd in the middle of the Current, and minds his Business as he 
is fluctuating in the irregular S tream. \Vhilst higher up, an old decrepid Woman 
sits dreaming wi th it on a Bulk, and over-against her in a Soldier's Coat, her 
termagant Daughter sells the Sots Comfort with great dispatch. It is incredible 
what a Scene or Confusion, all th is of Len makes, which yet grows worse near lhe 
Gallows; and the violent Efforts of the most sturdy and resolute or the Mob on one 
side, and the potent Endeavours or rugged Sheriffs Officers. Constable.<;, and H ead
boroughs. to beat them off on the other ; the terrible Blows thal are struck, the 
Heads that are broke, the Pieces of swinging S ticks and Blood that Ay about, the 
Men that are knock'd down and trampled upon, are beyond Imagination. After all, 
the Ordinary and Executioner having perrorm'd their different Duties, with small 
Ceremony and equal Concern, seem to be tired, and glad it is over." (A Trip 
,nrougl. II .. Towl1, pp. 26-31.) 

• 
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The following is an account of a Stale E xecu tion, but not of a noble lord. The 
writer earl y in the morning found a young woman beside Ros.."unund 's Pond about to 
drown herself, because her husband was to be shot that morning for -figh ting under 
the enemy's flag. The writer did his best to dissuade her :-

"Thus we chatted till about eight o'clock, when I perceived a great Part), of 
the Guards, under Arms, moving slowly towards us. I requested to know where I 
could see her again ; . T o oblige you, Sir,' answered she, 'you may see me To· 
morrow mor ni ng at IS/lng/oil Church.' By this lime she plainly saw the Guards. 
followed by a prodigious Croud of People ; then her Outcries and Lamen tations 
were affecting beyond Expres'iion. frequentl)' saying, . ;\ Iy dear, dt!ar /l'i//iam is the 
Occasion or that Croud. the)' are now going to tea r him from Ille for ever.' She 
instan tly ran to them, .md I kept as close to her as possible till wc cam<=: up to the 
Croud, 

T o give ),OU a Description or thi s melancholy Sight. the Guards wt!re taking 
five Prisoners to Execution to fl) Ide-Park to be shot . who were dressed in white and 
attended by Chaplains. unbraced, and i\ lourning Drums dismally beating; Sadntss 
appeared in cvery Part of th is Scene; not all the Pageant ry used at gn.:at Funerals 
can ror Sorrow equal thi s. where unrortunate l\1en behold their own Obsequies: the), 
moved a slow and solemn Pace. when ill)' l\Iorning Acquaintanct: threw herself at 
the Feet of her belo\'ed I/ 'i/fiam. and d istractedly cried .. H/iiliam. my Dt:ar. my 
Husband. when.::. arc YOll going? they arc leading you to Des truction; you shall lIot 
go with them; sure they do not mean to shoot my If'iI/ialll. The King has not such 
a Man in hi s Arm>'.' The Guards halted a little. If 'iltlalll had a fine Person ; he 
stoop'd and kiss'd his \Vire, who was still at his Feel. and desired her I':> bear all 
with Patience, T hey wt:rc ordered to march; he bade her adit:u, and she was gen tly 
taken away. piercing the Hearts or her Hearers with her Cries. saying .• IViLliam.l 
lVi/bam.! are rOll going to leave me ?' and then made an outcry of' Murder ! 
l\ lurder!' these were the last \\'ords I ever heard her speak. 

I walked with the Guards to the fatal spot, which was clost: to Hyde·Parl.: 
\ ¥all ; there were five Graves and five Coffins rcady prepared ; they were to be shot 
at the End of their Graves, The five who were to suffer sjJoke abovt: twenty 
1\1 in utes to di ffe rent Persons; after the) prayed half an HOllr they were pu t on their 
Knees, and thei r Caps d rawn down on thei r Faces: the younges t 1\1el1 were 
draughled out or the Part), of the Guards who came with them, for the Execution; 
they had Orders to proceed by a Signal, which was a white H andkerchief tied to a 
H albert ; the fi rst Motion of it in the Air was for them to make ready, the second to 
present, and [he th ird to fire. The Prisoners prayed with grea t Fervency in this 
Si tuation, till they heard the well.known noise or Soldiers, with in four Yards of tbem, 
preparing to fi re; all in the Assembly round them were as silent as the Dead ; then, 
1 believe, they c9u1d be heard as far as ever human Voices were, invoking God ror 
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Mercy. tin the last fatal Signal was given, the hasty Forerunner of ending their 
Miaeries in this Life: Their Faces and Breasts were _,11 tore to Pieces by the Balls, 
aDd all dead before they fell . 

\\rhat makes me so particular about this Execution. is, because they were the 
first who suffered this wayan accoun t of the Rebellion. 

Next morn ing I went to is/i'llglon Church. to meet poor lViI/jam's \Vife. 
according to her Promise to me i I walked a considerabl ~ T ime in and about the 
Church.yard. bur could not see her : I perceived greater numbers going morc hastily 
into this Church than common, which roused my Curios it y. and made me also go in ; 
there, in a Shell (a Thing made like a Coffin , but larger, kept on purpose for sudden 
Deaths) did J see the Corps of the unfortunate but constan t Vl ife of ',Vtlliam. who, 
t .... o H ours before. had been taken out of the New River." 

The horrible procession to Tyburn was aboli shed in the year f 783. after 
which, until execution began to be conducted with in tht! walls, capi tal sen tences 
were carried out in front of lewgate. 

There were other places ocCd.!.iunally used (or C!xccution. That most in use 
after Tyburn was Kennington Common, then a neglec ted waste, now a pretty 
little park. Among others executed there were two wretched youths named 

Salmon and Mills in f 739. They had robbed a man named Harvey on the 
I high road. taking from him a handkerchief a nd a few trifles worth ahogetht=.r a 
, few shillings. The robbery and the sentence present nothing remarkable. except 

that the man Harvey was allowed to ride after lht! cart , jeering and insulting 
the unfortunate criminals on their way to execuLion. 

Of state executions the cighte(:!nth cen tury saw happily blll few, though 
there were two revolutions, and materials enough for hundreds of ~xecuti on s had 
Henry V Ill. been on the throne. The only persons who were beheaded on 
T ower Hill were Lords Derwentwater and Kenmuir after the ' 15 rebellion ; 
.Lords Kilmarnock and Balmerino, o n the 8th of August 1746; Charles Ratcliffe, 
brother t'o Lord Derwentwater. on the 8th of December 1746: and Lord Laval 
on the 9th of April 1747. These executions belong to the history of the COUll try. 
Of crimes the century possesses a long and interesting roll , most of which are very 
well known. The case of Lord Ferrers is the most celebrated i the others may 
be left to the Newgate Calendar. 

Here is an episode of the war. One Thomas Rounce, able seaman, was 
found on the capture of a Spanish privateer, with the crew, fighting against his 

. own countrymen. The particulars of the case are not given. nor those of his 
trw. All we C .. ln see is the end of this trclitor ; an end carefull)· prepared for 
the editic .. uion of that quarter where sailors mostly resided. I t was, in fact , a 
show designed to emphasise both the enormity of the crime and the horror of 
the punishment, a sight of which Ihe London mob had not enjoyed for more 
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than thirty years. The cri minal was placed on a hurdlt: and dragged by four 
horses adorned with ribbons, showing [he triumph of J uSlice and the gladsome grati. 

tucle of Man. One of the sheriff's officers marched in front carrying a silver oar. 
Behind him, also on the hurdlc. sat Jack Ketch , dressed in a while frock . with 
a knife and steel by his side, as the Butcher of thc Law. and a drawn sc imitar 
in his hand. The wretched man was hung for fiflcell minutes- ten minutes less 
th.m were commonly thouglll necessary to destroy life - he was then CU l down ;. 

and with one or two excepted det~ iJ's, was trea ted after the manner of H enry 
the E ighth's favourite medicine fo r t raiLOrs. 

J am indebted to Mr. Austin Dobson 's charming EiglLlctlt/ll C£1t/ury 
Vigwet/cs for the meaning of the tall lean figure with the lank hai r who si ts in 
the can with the conclt!lllnecl criminal , exhorting him to repentance. while the 
chaplain lolls in hi s carriage prepared to read the fun~ral ~ervic~ at the gallows. 
The lank hair denotes the dissen ting preacher : the figure, as is always the case 
with H ogarth. is a ponrait ; the man was Silas Todd, formerly a sailor. He 
occupied himself for many years with altending- the rnalefactors of Kewgate: he 
prayed with them and exhoned them in prison; he climbed into the cart and 
went with them to Tyburn. Among others. hI.: took CMe of the dreadrul 
Elizabeth Brownrigg. whom he led contrite and penitent to Lht: gallows. Nor 

. d id he confine himself to Newgatc; he visited all the London prisons (lod all 
the workhouses. This remarkable man died in InS. John \Veslcy's jourltal 
laments his departurt:-

" I buried what was mortal of honest Silas T odd. For many years he 
attended the malefactors in Newgate. withou t fee o r reward : and. I Sll?pose, no 
man for this hundred years has bee n so sllccessful in that mel.:Ulcholy office. 
God had given him peculiar talents for it: and he had amaz ing success therein. 
The g rt:ates t part of those whom he attended died in pt::acc. and many of them 

in the triumph of faith. " 
In J 784 an cven t of the very grea test importance to thc morals of London 

look place. when, -for the first time was held outside Newgate. instead of Tyburn. 
an execution. There was a vast crowd, of course: instead of the ca rt and the 
coffin a nd the chaplain rolling about along the uneven road, lhe astonished crowd 
beheld a qu iet and solt:mn procession, consisting of the chaplain reading the 
fune ra l service, followed by the criminals, pale and serious,-there was no orange 
in one hand and prayer-book in the other; the re was no kicking off of shoes as 
the cart Wf' lIt off; there was no cart; awestruck, the crowd looked on; nor was 
it till the wretched man was swinging that the crowd recovered its ribaldry. 
And. fo r the firs t ti me, the people Wt! nL home with a shudder. An execution, of 

which the crowd saw, so to speak, no more than the end, leaving the rest 

myste rious, was 110 longer a thing to laugh at. 
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Seventy years later it was wisely determined to make even the end itself 
mysterious. The people now, who only know of an execution from the papers, 
have ceased altogether to regard the hanging of a man as otherwise than horrible, 
terrible. awful. Thererore the crime which led up to this awful punishmenl is 
itself horrible and terrible. The lesson taught by the unseen a nd the mysterious, 
is deeper than that which was taught by the open and public exhibition of a 
gallows and a doing unto death. 

There were, of course, other punishments besides that of hanging. There 
was transl>ortation for a term of yea rs. or for life, with e.xecution if the convict 
returned before his time. There was pillory ; there was imprisonment; there was 
branding with a hot Iron ; there was flogging ; in the case of women there was 
even burning alive. 

The method of procedure wi th the convicts lying for transportation before 
the American \Var. was as follows :-They were handed over to a cont ractor 
who was under obligation to produce vouchers ror their safe arrival in certain 
colonies of North America-the Carolil1d:', f\ laryland. Virginia-and for thei r sale 
to the planters for the whole time of their transportation, which was seven years. 
fourteen years, or for life. The contractor received £5 a head for their passage 
and thei r food, while at sea Their diet was strictly prescribed. So far, the 
jGovernment showed humanity, in the interests of the unfortunate convicts. It 
cannot be called luxurious, but it can be proved that those convicts who happened 
to have friends, or money, or the command of money, could procure additions 
and improvements. The convicts were divided into messes of six each: for 
every mess was provided every day 4 Ibs. of bread ; 3 lbs. of pork on Sunday, 
and 4 Ibs. of beef on Thursday ; 3 Ibs. of lleas were served Sundar and Thursday; 
on Monday, Tuesday, \Vednesday, Friday, and Saturday, 2 lbs. of oatmeal and 
J! lb. of molasses ; I lb. of cheese was served out on four days in the week ; and 
on Saturday there was allowed, for each mess, 2 g ills of g in. Of cocoa, coffee, 
lea, or beer, there is no mention whatever. 

On their arrival in Virginia they were taken to some public place and PUl 
up for sale, exactly like the negroes, generally realising at the rate of £2: J s. 
each, and f? lb. of lobacco. Their work in the fields wa~ neither better nor 
worse than that of the black slaves: they were under the lash ; they were scantily 
fed and roughly housed ; those of them who could escape. did so, at the risk of 
being executed for returning before their time. I have no means of learning
Defoe, of course, only speaks at second halld- how lhey fared; whether the 
work proved healthy or not; whether they worked well or ill ; whether they 
settled down and became the ancestors of Illany Virginians of the present day. 
We may form our own conclusions, however, from what knowledge of the 
convicts we do possess. First, it IS certain that there were very few white 
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women, and that while women of any social considera tion would not marry the 
convicts ; nex t, there were thousands continually escaping and gelling back to 
London : third ly, thei r sen tences were for seven or fo r fourteen years; fourthly. 
they were a wretched lot at all times. their consti tutions ruined with drin" and 
d isease. The open.air life may have restored them to strength, but we must 
remember thal they were Illostly the scum of the London streets; men and 
women who had never lea rned a II ddt:. (hi'lt they could lIot use their hands; that 
they had never been accustomed to work and could not work; that ther were 
mostl y like those brUle beasts and wild creatures who find their food day by da) 
by prey and violence: and that for months before the), were pl<lct:d on board 
ship they had been confined in a fetid crowded prison. their \' ital powers 
lowered by bad food, bad drink, bad ai r. and no eXf'rcise. 

I t is certain . frem these considera tions alone. that they went on board the 
convict ship in a condition most unfit for a rough voyage or for work in thl'! 

fields. I have before me the lists of three ships belonging W 1740 or 1741 
which look Ollt convicts. On board one of them were placed 153 c01l\'iCls; the 
voyage to America generally lasted twO months or thereabouts; during this short 
voyage 6 1 out of the 153 died. and 8 were landed sick ; the remain
ing 84 were put up for sale. One would like a picture of this auction; one 
would like to sec the poor wretches, ragged, filthy. cowed. cowering together. 
fetid and foul ,mel dangerous with the gaol fever thc)' took on board with 
them. 

On the second ship 108 were pm on board; of these 3i died on the 

voyage. 
On the third ship 50 were put on board; and '5 died on the voyage. 
\Ve have seen what their diet was.-low. but sufficient; it was not to the 

contractors' interest thal they should die, but quitt: the reverse. The normal 
condition of the ave rage convict was prell)' dearl)' shown when the hulks were 
established. lVlost of them, it was found. had nc\'er done any work in their 
li\,cs. 1 n fact, they could nOt do any work. 

\Ve have, I have said, very little information as to the history of the 
convicts of Virginia. \Ve do nOt know how many of them wasted away and 
died under the hot sun and rhe hard work and the lash of the driver. One 
can only hope, tha t as they were clearly unfit fo r work in the sun, they were 
spared the lash that was so li berally bestowed upon their negro comrades. 

In the rea r 1776 a new mode of punishment was devised and attempted. The 
country, and especially the Ci ty, was g reatly dis tressed and alarmed a t the increase 
of robberies, and acts of violence; and this in spi te of the wholesale executions and 
thlt cruel Aoggings. l\lere imprisonment , it was understood, was useless as a 
preventive or a de terrent ; moreover, it was costly. It was thought that some new 
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mode of punishment should be attempted which would at once frighten and deter 
criminals and utilise their time and labour (or the public benefit. 

Transportation to the Amt"rican Colonies had been stopped by the \Var of 
I ndependence. I t was then proposed that the convicts should be neither flogged nor 
imprisoned, but should be set to hard labour on the hulks. A vessel was fitted for 
the purpose. with sleeping accommodation for the COIWiC1S and their guards; the men 
were dressed in a coarse and squalid uniform; they were fed on coarse food . They 
were not allowed to receive any visits or any giflS. The work ther were set LO do 
was dredging-hard, laborious, ungrateful kind of work. In this employment the 
convicts of the hulks cont inued for a great many years. 

The convicts were at first astonished at the prospect before them. I mprison
ment ha.d always been a time of idleness i a time of purposeless waiting in the yard 
of Newgate-until the procession to Tyburn or the release. Now they were called 
upon to work. At first they could not understand that henceforth imprisonment 
was actually intended to mean being chained to another man and to wor1< under 
penalty of the lash at the most monotonous and most disagreeable job that could be 
found for them. They could nOt work i their muscles were flabby ; the spade was 

\ 

too heavy for them; the)r could not lift a spadeful of earth ; they laid down lhe 
instrument and refused to work. They were stripped, tied up, and lashed into 
obedience. They ran away; they were caught and lashed again into terrified 
subm ission; they rose Oil their keepers and killed one or two, and were hanged. 
Those who were not hanged were lashed again. \Ve are not told how Illany were 
killed by this sharp discipline. Finally, it was noised abroad among the criminals of 
London that convi.ct labour was more g rievous than any form of honesty ; less to be 
desired than the worst kind of work outside; and. for the first time. punishment 
became terrible- therefore deterrent. At lhe same time an honest life remained 
impossible; therefore the criminal found himself between the " Devil and the Deep 
Sea." Here he has ever since remained. For if he did nOt rob be starved; and if 
he did rob, he was in danger of the most awful life-the most terrible !ife-that hi~ 
imagination could conceive- a regulal' life; hard work all day; poor food; 
obt:dience; and the continual ringing of the lash in the ears of the poor wretches 
working in the mud. Did they form parties- those professionals who wert: "out "
and go down the river in order to gaze from a distance upon thei r brothers-their 
brothers who were 14 in," clad ill hideous garb. working subdued and mee1(, down in 
the mud and filth of [he dredges? 

\Vc know that the pillory was a favourite form of punishment in the thirteenth 
and following centuries for petty cheats and thieveries; in the seventeenth century 
it played an important part in awakening and maintaining the popular hatred of 
the Star Chamber, Laud, and King Charles himself; it taught the advocates of 
fn::e speech and free thought that the shortcsl way to convince the people was 
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to stand before them all in that place of shame with undau nted brow and smiling 
face. 

We hear lillie of minor offenders- rogues and che.'lts-in pillory in these 
late r times j but the pun ishment continued: and, when the popular indignation 
was fie rce aga inst the crime or the crim inal, it was sometimes as fatal as the 
g allows, and far more terrible. On the other hand. it might be a time of triumph. 
Ti tus Oales was taken down on his fi rst lIay of pillory. nt:arl y dead. Defoe, s tanding 
in the T emple, was pelted wi th flowers instc<1d of stones. Four thief·takers in 
J 756 were taken down nearly deau after an hour of pillor),. I n 1763 a man 
was killed a t Bow whi le in pi llory ; in J 780 anothe r man was killed in the same 

way by the stones th rown at him, in SOUlhwark. 
It seems incredible that so late as 1814, Lord Cochrane, charged with Stock 

Exch<i ngc frauds, was actually sentenced to pi llory. He was saved from it by 
Sir F rancis Burde ll , who tOld the Government that if Cochrane were pu t in 
pillory he would stand pcside him. The punishmt!nt of pillof)' was only abolished 
in , 837, ' 

\Vh ipping. ei the r in public or in private, was the most common of all 

punishments. T he vagabond was whipped through the town; the cheat was 
whipped at the can's-tai l for a hundred years, two hundred years. or more; 
women were whipped as well as men. I t has bcen mentio rlt"d that it was one of the 
sig hts of London to visit Bridewell on whipping da)"s. when the women, stripped 
to the wa ist. were flogged in the presence of an a lderman. The Jaw ordering 
that women should be flogged for cenain offences was formall)' enacted, 4 George 
I. c. 57. It had been, however. a practice long before. Thus Shadwell in his 
play, 1'1111 1 VOII/au Captain - 1680-s<IY5. spt!aking of disorderly women, .. T here 
a re none but such as a re poor and beat hemp, and are whipped by rogues in blue," 

This whippi ng of prostitutes was in force all through the eighte~nth centu ry, 
Fidding in his Coffee-House Po/ilia:all says. ,. If YOll <Ire not a woman of virtue 
you will be wh ipped," and in his Gt'ub Shed O/xn1-, " ' ma ller misses for thei r 
kisses a re in Bridewe.l l banged." Edward \Vard in his LOl/do1l. Spy (circa 1730) 

descri bes how women were flogged in Bridewell. 
T he whi pping was also for othe r offences than prosti tution. T here IS an 

emry in the Public Ledgcp' of 1764 to the effect that a woman, who was an 
old offende r, was conveyed from Clerkenwdl Bridewell to Enfield, where she was 
publ icly whippe~l at the cart':;;.- ta il by the common hangman, for clltting wood in 
E nfield Chase, ., S he is to undergo the same d isc ipline twice more," says the 

repoI'c, 

" This dermding punilihmcnt was contmucd in England IIntii earl)' in the preSent century; lind 
doubtless there II rc rcaders or 1\'011'1 " HI' QlIl'ri'tl who h:I.\'/' witnessed ill infliction, t remember (written in 
18SJ) ¥o'neil )"oung, Ihat tne St"T\'Il11IS "'cnt 10 St."e such :I 5pcclac\c, and rel:l.ted all its disgusling panicuilHs 
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after their return. It WIllI abolished by Act of Parliament I George t v, cap. 57. 15th July 1820. Thil 

Act i. uftlllly called "General Thornton's Act." (Nola anti QH~r;tI, 151 series, vol. vi, p. 281.) ..• 
U Women were liable by law to be whipped, bOlh publici)' and prh'ately, till thc year 1817 ; when, by stat. 
57. George 111. Co 75, the public infliction of that punishment ,,'as abolished. It was not tHI ,820 thai 
the exemption from their being privately whipped was cnacted by stat. I George IV. .My f:l.lher told me 
that Sir John Perring, ",'hen he Wll8 sheriff of London (in 1800, 1 believe) wns so shocked nt the sentence 
for privllte whipping being pronounced on a fem:LIe prisoner, that he took the Colt from the executioner 
and. wilh his own hands. laid It gently over the ba.ck of the culprit once, saying, "Now 1 have cxecuu:d 
the sentence." (NoftJ and QNtr;es, 2nd series, vol. xi. p. 477·) 

The punishment of flogging went out of use in our courts of criminal law, 
and would have disappeared altogether but for its revival in cases of garrotting 
and robbery with violence Since garrotting disappeared at once with the renewed 
application of the lash, and since it has been found that there is nothing a 
robber dreads more than a flogging, it has heen retained. The floggings ordered 
at the Old Bailey are administered at Newgate. where the instrument can be 
seen. The malefactor stands in a small semicircular pew stripped to the waist and 
his hands tied up. The effect of the scanty number of lashes now administered 
is such that one cannot choose but marvel how men endured the hundreds of 

\ 
lashes inflicted in some cases. 

Another punishment which went out of use towards the end of the eigh teenth 
I century' was branding. \Vhenever the prisoner could find money to bribe 

the executioner, the iron was cold. Probably the knowledge of this- Ben Jonson 
could have revealed the ease with which the sentence was evaded-caused the 
abolition of the practice. 

The use of the stocks was continued much longer. In country villages and 
county towns the stocks w.ere standing until well on into the nineteenth centur)'. 
Those of Rugby remained till 1865. In London the stocks were like the pillor),. 
They might become a place of execution or a bed of roses. Given an unpopular 
criminal, or one whose crime was odious to the people, and stones took the place 
of dead cats. The last stocks standing in London were those of St. Clement Danes, 
which were taken away in 182 1. I m)'self can remember a man PUl in the stocks 
about the year J848 in a certain country town. Nobody threw dead cats at him, 
or anything else; he was a ' hardened villain, and instead of weeping, or hanging 
his head, he looked round and laughed cheerfully during the whole time of his 
incarceration. 

Imprisonment, as formerly carried out in Newgate, when it did not mean death 
by gaol fever. might be made tolerabl), comfortable. If the prisoner hod money, 
he could enjo)' a cell sufficiently furnished, with a fire for cooking and for warmth. 
nOt more than half a dozen messmates, and plenty of visi tors to relieve the ted ious~ 
ness of captivit),. Wine and beer might be brought in, but not spi rits. They 
were introduced b)' women, in fiat bottles concealed about their persons. Debtors, 
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criminals under sentence, and prisoners committed for trial, were all mLxed up 
together. Those who could pay had little to complain- of except the confined air 
of the narrOw courts: those who could nOt pay were thrown into a part of the 
prison ' where they had no comforts at ali, and nothing to live upon bUl the crarities 
and doles of the prison. 

Later in the century it was understood th<lt debtors ought nOt to be 
imprisoned with criminals, and that those under scntenct;. of imprisonment should 
be kept in a prison by themselves. Cold Bath Fields HOllse of Correction was 
a step in this di rection. 

.8 

, 
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CHAPTER V 

DEBTORS' J'RI50NS 

TilE system of imprisonment (or debt was attacked over and over agalll long 
before it was at length abolished. The same arguments were repeated year after 
year, generation after generation; they failed because the injuries inflicted on 
every class of society by those who incur debts which the)' cannOl pay are so 
great that it seems as if imprisonment is the least and lightest form of punish. 
ment that should be innicted on the debtor. The landlord whose tenants cannot 

1 or will not pay, the professional man who cannot geL his fees, the merchan t 
who will be ruined if his tradesman breaks, the tradesman who must break if 
his customers do not pay,-all alike go mad with resentment against the man whose 
extravagance. or folly, or misfortunes will not allow him to pay his debts. 

The law ga\'e them the power of revenge, full, and terrible, and lifelong. 
The law said to the debtor, .. 'Whether you have wilfully incurred these debts 
or not, whether you are innocent or guilty. you shall be deprived of pure air; 
you shall lose your means of subsistence; you shall have no allowance of food ; 
you s'hall have no bed ; you shall have no fire; you shall have to sleep upon 
the boards unless you can buy bedding; you shall be forced to horde with a 
promiscuous crowd unless you can afford to pay a high rent for separation; you 
shall enjoy every possible chance of catching gaol fever, smallpox, rheumat ism, 
and every other disease or ailment to which confinement and starvation expose 
you." And whereas the criminal gets off with a short sentence of twO or three 
years, the law says to the debtor, " You shall be imprisoned ror life. " 

Now read the following uUt:rance of Defoe on Debtors' Prisons (Life, ctc., by 
\Villi3m Lee, p. I 1):-

.r For debt onl)" men are condemned 10 languish in perpetual imprisonment, and to starve whhout 
mercy, redeemed only by the grave. Kings show mercy to tl'1lytors, to murtherers, and thieves; and 
genet'lll pardons are ofu:n ]):I5sed to deliver crimina.l~ of the wor6t kinds, nlld give them nn opportunity 10 
relrieve their characters, and show them.6eh'es honest for thc future; bUl in debt, and we are lost for this 
world. We cannot obtain the (.,\\,our of being hanged or transported, bUl our lives mU.61 !inser within the 
walll till relC3sed by the' gra\"e; our youth ~':u;tes away inaeth'c, grey hail'tl cover us, and we Ianguim in 

,6, 
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. U the agonies of misery and want, while our wiv'clI Ilnd children perish for mere hunger. :tnd our 
creditors-themsclves see themselve5 pa.id by death :lnd time; and oftentimes the postenty of those very 
creditors recch'c the just rctnli:llioll of their father's crueity, and perish in the same priliOn; nay, as it 
1l13y be prov'd, have perished in the vcry same ch3mlJers \\htre their haught}', unrelentmg ancestors had 
caused a miserable dehtor to SL1n'c before them. Tell mc, lI·hat n:l1iOIl condemns poor, inOlpable 
debtors to perpetual imprisonmenl, (or no offence but nOl being able to 1).'\)' what they owe?" 

Ne ild, in h is Obscn'aliollJ Oil Ihe Latll (1/ Cir';IIIIIPII~f)J!lIICJtI (p. 24), SilyS :-

"Suppose that an unfortunate man, unable ~vcn to pay a debt of lOS., i~ :Irrcl-ted On the c\c of a 
hlw term, and thrown into prison for his inability, and that, in the 5.'lme numl.oer of clays as he owes 
pounds, he win be involved in a fresh debt, of cqu;tl or greater amount, for the costs of his detainer in 
prison ; what will be the exclamation of thc voice of Reason? But, C!lrTy the inquiry a In tIe further, and 
let us suppose that his attachment by one creditor alarms the reM (nor is It unnatural that it should do 
so), and Ihnt he has ten detainers laid against him for delm of the ~amc amount; what win then be his 
situation? Why, he will in a few days Uc enc.umbered with additionnl debt~ I'lit togcthcr, at the Ycr)' 

lime that he is inimurcd in prison, wllhout subsistence, or Ihe mean .. of earning any for himself, or the 
wretched dependents on his ::tlft-'Clions, and, without InLl'ing done a sint:le act 1(.1 occasion the !!xpenses, 
which he is wholly unable to p~t!vent. And \\' hal th!!n will ue th \,: \':liclamation? and where, as the law 
now stands, is he to look for mercy? The Bankrupt Laws, whil'h,'lo the fair trader who has. had the 
good (oflune to deal "'i th hUman!; ('reditors, affl.lrd rdid, are not ol)Cn to his assistance: he has been tOO 
modest in ;111 his trans.'lctions in trade to have ventured sufficiently to come 1IIIIIin 'Iheir pU T\';ew; his 
debts ure not of the requi red amount to entitle him lO Iheir relief; his crc:dilOrs-IIIO~t prohably of the 
same cla.,s in life with himselr, and 11'110 can but ill afford to pay the elil>cnses thaI hare been incurred
will they commiscT:lte his sufferings and restor\,: him to liberty? or will thq- not rather be acted upon 
in the folness of their re~cntments at the foss of their deots, and h:wHlg, as they unfortunately expcricncl!, 
thrown away good money after had, and (apprchensil'e if they liberate tlu:: prisoner, the)' can ha\'e 110 

pretence for suspending lhe 113)'mCrII o( Iheir attorney's costs) be mor!; likdy to contmu\:! his confinement, 
:md ende:wOIIT to throw the odium (If the eltrlenses being incurred upon the pretenul..'<.l obstinacy of the 
unfortunate \';ct;m, for whom no onc considers it his interest~ or fcds nny incitemcnt to drvU a \\ord of 
kindness or mitigation? ,\nd yct, in a country oo.'lstful of its laws and its freedom, these are the l)Crsons 
who are to pronounce on Ihis imprisonment of their fellow-subjects, perhaps for the period of lhd r lilies, 
without the right of alJllCal to their country or the hope of relief. POII'er in the h:mds of man is always 
suhjec.t to abuse ; but what is to be expected from him, when he is sulTercd lO judge his o"'n C3USe, 
under the influence of concei\'cd injuries nnd agit31ed by re~nlmcnl? " 

H e then appe nds a table of the allowed and orJin:lt')' 13iUs of Fee!:. for 
a rrests of £ 10 (p, 17):-

" I N TilE C,\,S.: 0 '" AN AII.IU!.S ', \\'111;11."- '11l~; DU"NUANT IS 'I'AK,," "0 PII.I 'W:O: 

//i/''''I' I ,/fIllill" 
19/11: April, 

Instructions and wnrralll \0 sue 
Affida\'it of debt 
Drawing precipe for originnl fol. lS 
Copy for the cursitor 
Pnid for original 
fee thereon 

CilrTied for ..... 3rd 

( 

.£ ,. d. 
0 " 0 7 , 

5 0 

0 " " 0 5 (, 

0 6 8 

3 8 " 
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Brought fOMl'ard 
"aid the King) line and attending to compound It 

RCluming and liling origin'" 
Capi:.s and fee 
W::nrtlm and mcssenger . 
Attending 10 instruct officu 
Paid officer for arreSt 

Letters and meS$t'ngcrs . 

lJrJ April . 
. l\'1otion (or Il rule 10 return the writ 

Paid for the rule 

£" d, 
3 8 II 

o 10 0 

o , 4 
0 .6 0 
o 2 ;4 

03 4 
o 10 6 
o , 0 

o 3 , 
06 6 

Copy and service 0 3. 0 

Instnlclions for declaration 0 6 8 
Drawing Slmt; fol. 25 . 0 16 8 
Entering (In the roll, nnd flllid prothonotary I 5, 0 

Copy dcdnr:ttion on stamps to deliver to defendant OInd dUl)' 0 9 8 
Aucnding to dclh'Cr same 0 3 4 
Affida\·it of service, d uty and a.nh 0 1 2 

Copy declaration to annex to affidavit and uut}' 0 9 S 
Copy :l.ffidavit and dedamtion and stamps 0 13 4 

29'" April. I 

Paid filing affidlwit and declaration 
Attending 10 file same . 
Term fee, leiters and messengers . 

o , 0 

03 ' 
0. 12 0 

I I I S 8 

And ill the country, if the :mClit is made :11 a considerable distance (rOm the count)' !,'llol, the)' will 
perhaps amount to £,20 in the same pcriod or time." 

But the creditor was bound to pay something- fourpence a day-towards the 
support of his prisoner. This was by the "bards' Act." H ow did it work out ? 
The plaintiff was allowed five terms to proceed against his debtor. The allorney 
took care to spin out the case for the whole lime, du ring which the prisoner 
might languish in semi-starvation with nothing but the doles of prison food, 
where there were any (see also PI'. 535 and 540). 

There was a society established with the. laudable object of rel ieving persons 
imprisoned for small debts. In January '77 8 the quarterly court of this society 
met to have a report of relief effected during tht: last three months ; it appeared 
that 218 debtors had been discharged by the society ; of these 1 '3 were married 
men with 382 children. The debts of these persons amounted in all to no more 
than £399': 19: 3. which is just over £1: 10:0 for each debtor. For such 
wretched, palt ry debts a man might be shut up for life. This society after~ 

wards beca me one for the release of poor pri~oners. In , 808 it expt!nded 
[, 'JCXX> a year upon them and released 800 prisoner.s. 

As for the number of prisoners, in 1 i9'l there were 1957 prisoners for debt 
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in the different gaols of the kingdom. or these 125' wen.:! ! . a mesne process," 
i,e. no judgment obtained; 326 on demands under £20; 392 on dem;md lIpon 

£20 to £50 ; 215 on demand frolll £50 to £100. Many of the men had large 
famil ies wi th them in the prison. In the King's Bench of 520 prisoners. 340 
had wives and chi ldren. Among the whole number there were '300 wives and 
4088 children. The larger number of prisoners were qui te humble persons
handicraftsmen and journeymen. 

An Act for the Re lief of Insolvent Debtors was passed on the 23rd of ~'a)r 
1776. It was not an Act for the Abolition of Imprisonment for Debt by any means, 
but an Act, apparenlly, for the clearance of the prisons. It is said that 8000 
debtors were rcady to gel their discharge in accordance with this Act. 

It exempted all debtor!> who owed more than £ 1000 to one man; it 
admitted to discharge all those who were arrested, imprisoned. fugitives, or 
bankrupts on or before the 22nd day of January 1776 : btlt rugitives and 
bankrupts were to surrenqer. The only co'ndition is that every debtor shall give 
in a complete lis t of all his possessions ' at the lime.' and that his release does 
not make him free from liabili ty for the old debts should he inherit an estate 

or money in the funds. H a creditor opposed a prisoner's discharge he had (0 

pay him 35. 6d. or 4s. a week for maintenance. in default of which for a fort
night the prisoner may obtain a d ischarge. 

Great care was taken to prevent fraudulent returns as to property. The 
main point. however, to note in th is Ac t, whose operation was to cease on the 
firs t clay or August 1778. is that it was essen tially a gaol de1i,,~ rr . Thanks to 
this Act the number of prisoners was greatly reduced. Twenty years earlier, in 

the year 1759. a writer in the Idle:" estimates there were 20,000 prisoners for 
debt in Great Britain and Ireland. The heaviness or sorrow, the corruptio n or 
confined air. the want of exercise and sometimes of rood, the contagion . or 
disease, the severity of ty rants. and all the complicated horrors of a prison. 
killed' yearly one in rOll r in these prisons. Again, the misro rtunes or the father affect 

hi s family. Every prisoner ror deLt represents the ruin or a whole iamily. or 
part of a family. The loss or his labour a t a shilling a day means £300.000 a 
year. The misery of gaols does not lie in thei r confinement alone. but in the 
horrid corruption of morals and the proAigac)' that goes on openly at every 
prison. T he writer was before his time; there were e ighty years more or debtors' 

prisons before they were finall y swept away. 

"It i., but too common a ~ying with creditors, Ih:n they expect no benefil or interest rrom thrOWing 
their unhappy reHow-crentures ;nlO n gnol, but they do it by way of pun;shment, and that the), will at l-:ast 

have that satisfaction." 

T his. no doubt, was lhe chief motive which actuated the detaining creditor . 

• 
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One must make e\'ery allowance for CI tradesman. A few such defaulters P and 
he is ruined; but, says the writer:-

.. The law lllight surel)' interpose 1'0 limit Ihe (>xtcnt lind duration of lhnl punishment which, l\!l things 
stand, is no.' left to the creditors, who ",ill suITer their debtOrs (0 languish out their li\'es in :I gnol, while 
n-ery day', imprisonment lessen. tht: prospect of their j)n)'lllcnt by increasing their dis,1bilil),." 

In order to mitigate in some degree the penalties of debt . courts wert! 
instilUted. ancicml), denominated COUrlS of Request (Neild's Arrolftl/ oj /Jebtors, 
p. 550 ) ,-

" The)' had thtir origin in 151S, ",hen the Common Council of the City of London issued nn Act for 
the recovery of debts under forty shillings due to citizens, by a court to be c:llled a Court of Conscience, 
and to be held in Guildhall; those debtors who f:'liled to ol>e)t the award of that cou rt were to be im
prisoned in one of the City Compters until they complied with such award, even though it were dltrflNk 

ri/.i, In 1605 (the third ye:u of Ja.mes 1.) the powers of the court so formed in 1518 by the Common 
Council of London were established by Act of Parliament. 1n '750 Alderman Dickenson brollglu in a 
Bill for extending similar powers to the whole count)' of Middlese.x ; bUI with Ihis difference, Ih:ll all 
j>Cfi01l5 refusing to submit to the decision or aW:'Ird of the couri were rendered liable to imprisonment in 
Newgnte for three calendar months, whicb enncelled Ihe debt," 

The unfair and iniqUitous 'condition of the law in the year 1808 was further 
shown by Neild, in a table which proved that a Illan who owed I s. only immedi
ately on arrest had that amount run up to a sum VArying. according to the 
place. from 14-5, lid. to £1: 5: i. If he could not pay this whole amount
a man who could not pay IS. certainly could not pay J4s.-he was either 

I detained for life, or for fony days, or (or three calendar months. The 
following is the 'table (Neild, p. 552); ' 

01 AI the Cit)' Compters in Wood Street and the Pouhry
Debt of Ill, 
Expenses to leco,"er it liS aoo\'e . 
F('('t exactcd by the gaoler 'II'hen r1C:lrcd 

which Ihe debtor mllSI Il:l)' or he imprisoned for lire with feiOll i. 

AI the Borough Campter, SOuthwark ...... 
I)chl liS abo\'e 
Espenses ditto 
Fee!i CXIIcted by the gnoler I' .. hc;:n cleaTed 

whith the debtor must di!ICh:'lrge or incur inlpfiltOnlllCnt for life whh felons. 

At Newgllte, the County (;:'101 

Debt 

E"lx'nses 
fees e'-:llCteti bJ' the gnoler when cleared 

£ ,. 
0 

0 8 
0 '5 

5 

.c .f. 

0 

0 8 
0 7 

0 .6 

£ ,. 
0 

• S 
0 • 
0 • 8 

which the debtor mU!it payor 1>e imprisoned with felons for thret' "calentl:lr months. 

d. 
0 

" 8 

) 

,I. 

0 

" ' 0 

" 

" 
0 

" •• 
'J 
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Expenses 
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F~ exacted by thc g3.o\cr when cleared 

which the debtor must p:ly or lie imprisoned 1\ ilh ft.-Ions fort)' oa)'s. 

At Tothill Fidds
Debt 
Expenses 
Fees exacted by the gaoler when cleared 

which the debtor must payor he forty days impril;oncd with rckm~." 

£. J. d. 
o , 0 

o 1\ I I 

o 5 0 

o 14 II 

£. $, d. 
o , 0 

o 8 II 

05 0 

o q I I 

1 r prison was miserable and degrading, even the release from prison could 
be shameful and equall r degrading. Thus, it was no unusual thing in the 
last centu ry to meet men and women marching aiong the road l;:sconed by 
constables. the Illen in irons. Ther were on the way from the town where 
they had -been confined, to the town whe n> ther Wt f C to be tried: it was no 
small pan of the ignominy of their trial. and perhaps plJllishment. that they had 
to undergo thi s open disgrace. this kind of prolonged pillory along the high 
road. Perhaps to some it was a re lief after the confi nement ; irons did not gall 
some, nor did the character of the compa n) oppress them. The danger to those 
whom they passed, or to any house in which they res ted, was thac they ca rried 
about with them the Im:!<l th of the prison, and scattered gaol rc"er a round them 
wherever they wellt. \\' IWll they reached the place of tria'! thcre was very 
often no prison for them. Thus a t Rciga te. whither sixteen were marched rrom 
Kingston , there was no prison, and they were all cr:lI11med into a single small 
room where they were nearl y SlJfrocalcd. I n this case they were not only 
marched from Kingston to Reigatl:. but also hack again. 

J n the year 1766 a ve ry remarkablc procession started from the King's Bench 
Prison and the ]\·Iarshalsca for Reigatc, thirty miles distant. They were going 
to attend the Sessions there and to obtain their discharge, according to the last 
I nsolvent Debtors' Act. The procession was six hundred in number : they were· 
not in irons because, ir they wished to escape. the)' could only anticipate their 
discharge by a few hours, They were escorted b)' officers: they were mostly 
poor prisoners; they were bare-fOOled and bare-headed ; the clothing of all was 
in rags, and in man)' cases so bad as [0 be kept toge ther by skewers instead of 
buttons. \Ve find it difficult to undersram.l the mgs of the eighteenth centllr)'; they 
were, indeed. appalling; lhey were never changed; they were full of vermin; 
they were useless for the sake of keeping off the cold and almost useless for any other 
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pUrpose. These poor wretches had a starved and hungry look; their eyes were 
wolfish; their hair was long and uncombed; their beards were. to use the language of 
the day. horrid ; they were weak trom insufficient food, cold, and bad air; many of 
them were old men who had been confined for man}' years j they looked forward 
to libeny with no jor. because liberty would only take them out of semi·starvation 
to complete starvation i they had long since forgotten thei r handicraft; what 
remained for them but to beg thei r brci'ld? For one of the worst. effects of a 
debtors' prison was that it deprived a man of his power of work; it kept him 
idle so long that his sleight of hand left him ; it made him incapable of work . 

. Then again, these people had been so long accustomed to the Aags and smooth 
boards of the prison that the roughness of the road made them footsore i 

presently ther limped along; they sa t down b}. the wayside; they dropped out 
of the ranks: only the youngest and the strongest covered the distance of thirty 
miles in two da}·s: the rest kept dr~pping in, day after clay, till all were at last 
arrived and all were set at liberty. But what afterwards became_ of themJ this 
great army of martyrs, history !;ayeth not. 

I have put together a few leading cases to illustrate the ubuSl! of the law of 

I debt and the imprisonment of debtors. A certain lady, in the year 1780, dis
(Overed that her husband was engaged in courting another woman, pretending to 
be unmarried. She naturally resented this treatment and stopPl!d the courtship. 

t The husband, in revenge, found a scoundrelly attorney who showed him how to 
I get his wife locked up by swearing a pretended debt of £70 against her in her 

maiden name. \Vhen she was taken to the spunging.house, ihis worthy limb of 
the law brought her a par>cr which he wanted her to sign as a condi tion of dis· 
charge. I n this paper the WOOl an was made to renounce all claim to her husband. 
She absolutely refused. After a confinement of twelve days she made a 
representation of the business to a certain captain, at whose houst: her husband 
lived, He found an honest ;utorncy, bailed the action, and applied to the Court 
for relief, The Court g ran ted relief, released the lad)., expressed indignat ion , 
hoped thal the 3tlOrney would be punished. and sa id nothing as to the conspiracy 
of husba.nd and attorney. 

The next is the case of nl10ther lady i she lived in Clerkenwell. and was 
i.lbout (arty rc;.ars of age, unmarried, and with a fortune of about £1000, which, 
considering the class of neighbourhood in which she resided, wns it considerable sum 
of money. She was also totally blind. The next house to her own was occupied by 
a shoemaker who had an apprentice. This lady, sitting with her window open, or in 
her doorway, listening to the sounds of the street, became aware of a steady and 
continuous hammering of the shoemaker's apprentice while he sat at his work. 
She argued from this st.eadiness that the young man must be industrious and of a 
good disposition. \Vht!l1 , therefore, his apprenticeship Cdme to an end she sent 
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for him and made him a present of <I new suit of clothes, it silver watch, <lod 
£10 in gold. 

li e thanked her vcry Illllc h, and two or three days afterwards C'llnC to say 
that hf! had heard frolll his friends in Leiccslcriihire, and that he was encouraged 
by them to go dowl1 to his native place and there ope n a shoemaker's shop. 
H e assu red her he would, at the earliest opportunity, rt:pay her the money she 
had so kind ly advanced him. He then left her, but next day he was stopped 
from cont inuing his preparations for going into the country by being a rrested for 
debt :It the su it of the lady, the amOLlnt of the debt being not only 10 guineas 
advanced. but also the attorney's bill and the cost of admission. or what was 
called" garnish," to the lock-up hOll se to which they took him . The unfortunate 
young man, who could not possibly pay the money chen, rece ived a visit from the 
lady. She told him that- he might do one of three thing!;. E ither pay the whole 
of the money immedia tely : or go to the debtors' prison. and Stay there for the 
rest of his natural life ; {)r marry her. 

It is needless to say that the young Tllan chose the IcLSt of the thcee courses. 
H e was, however, kept in the spung ing- house un t il such time as ;u:rangements 
for the marriage could take place, when the offl ct! r who served him with the writ 
escorted him to the church, and would not lec him go unti l he was fairly married 

,. to the lady who had played him thi s trick, 
The third case shows the ease with which frauds could be perpetrated. 

There was no Charity Organisation Society in 1761, otherwise the follf)wing trick 
would not be possible;-

A clergyman in charge of a London parish, in which there was a debtors' 
prison, recei"ed a letter from a certai n physician ill the country. asking for an 
ac('ount of the number and circumstances of the pr isoners in the gaol. The 
clergyman replied that there were sometimes thirteen, sometimes fifteen. the 
number va ryi ng, but said the sums for which they were imprisoned were vcry 
small, and that the whole number mig ht be set free for a comparatively small amount. 
The physician replied that he was acting for a noble lady who would not like 
anyone but himself to move in the matte r. A few days a fte r he wrote to say that 
he had been to the prison and had released the whole. fi ve-and-thirty in number, 

The clergyman then lea rned that it was by no mealls the first, time that the 
worthy physician had_ been there on a similar errand ; that the gaoler had always 
notice of the docto r's coming in order to get the d ischarges rcady ; that the 
hOliest gaoler, on the morn ings of his arrival .. got twenty and thirty poor neighbours 
to be locked up as prisoners ; these received their di scharge with the rest, their 
liabilities being placed ;'It an),thing the gaoler pleased; these prisoners got a crown 
a piece ror their trouble; and the gaoler's wife was a lways one or these fic tit ious 
prisonerS, 
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Another case is that of a lady hopelessly in debt. To avoid imprisonment she 
went to Newgate and found a man under sentence of execution. In return for 
certain allowa.nces during the few lIays left to him the man consented to marry the 
lady. and, in so doing, he took over all her debts. Then followed complications: 
for the man was respited and his semence commutca into transportation for life. 
However, he could not be arrested for debt, and was duly carried across seas to 
Virginia. After a lime he was either pardoned or he escaped and returned to 
London. Naturally he looked abou t for his wife and presently found her, but she ' 
was married [0 another man. The story breaks off here. I commend it to any 
novelist in search of a plOl; he can furnish his own conclusion. 

The joys of a debtors' prison are suggested by the history of one John 
Hutchinson in the )Iear 177t. He was a poor prisoner lying hopelessly in the 
Castle of Leeds for a debt to the Crown. H e had to take his lurn with the 
rest of the cammon side, in begging at the grate ; and one day, having attracted 
the attention of a gentleman's servant, he picked his pocket of a watch and con· 
cealed it so quickly that "lthough it had been seell in his hand it could not be 
found. ~ In a day or twO he wrote to the servant offering to give back his watch 

\ 

and to pay any charges, not if the servant would keep silence, but if the servant 
would prosecute him. He was prosecuted, tried, found guilty, and sentenced to 
seven years' transportation. He received his sentence ., with the greatest joy." 
Better far to be a slave 011 a Virginian plantation than to enjoy the liberties of 

I Old England as a prisoner for debt on the poor side. 
Of course no person could be carried off to prison without the proper forms; 

but there were abuses. as will be secn presently. There were cases in which 
persons were arrested and taken to prison simply by asking a constable to take 
them there. Thus on Saturday evening. 2nd March . 1809, a maidservant, named 
Hannah Dunn, was carrying some crockery in a lk'1sket for her mistress, 0 11 

Ludga te Hill . The ground being frosty and slippery she fell , and with her 
basket broke a window in the shop of one Louis, combmaker. The girl and her 
mistress went into the shop and offered to send a glazier, leaving. meantime. the 
basket as security. Louis refused the offer, and said lhat the girl must instantly 
pay him 4S. 6d. or he would send her to tht Compter, and, as a constable was 
passing by. he called on the man and ordered him to take the girl to the 
Compter. He obeyed, against the law. On her wa): she met her master, who 
went to the man Louis and offered, as he had no small money, to leave his watch for 
seCUril)T. Louis again refused; then the constable who, though a fool, was a person 
of humanity, got up a little collection outside the shop. It amounted to 2S., which 
was nOt enough. Therefore the gi rl was taken ~o the Compter and kept there 
till nine o'clock that evening, locked up with the most degraded creatures of the 
town. 
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The gaoler of the Complcr, considering her slory, bailed her OUl. On Monday 
she appeared before Alderman Boydell, who severely reprimanded the combmaker 
and advised the friends of the girl to bring an action. The action was brdught and 
the girl got £ ' 50 damages. Further, the constable was d ischarged from his offi ce. 

The piti ful story- I do nOt know one morc pitiful-of Richard Smith. is one 
of the tragedies of the Debtors' Prison. He was a bonkbinder by trade-has a 
mere bookbinder the right to have a trag ic story ?-and he res ided within the Rules 
of the K ing 's Bench with his wife and their infant child. But the man and his 
wi fe were )'oung j they were industrious; they bore an excellent character ; ther 

I' I. RIIT 1'1/1>0); 15.'7 

F""". ,hn i,,~ h) l 'Ulliu ~nd itn->o ~,..J". ... , 

were temperate and sober : but they wt:rc pri soners for debt , :tnd thcy were under 
the disadvantage- a verr g rievous disadvantage in such ;a trade as bookbinding, 
which is carried on in workshops b}' di vision of lhe work-or being unable to leave 
the place where they lived. One day this hapless couple was round h~lngil1 g in their 
bedroom; in another room was their child- murdered. A Iclter lay on the table in 
which they gave the reasons ror this terrible Illurder and suicide. The lener 
proressed their belier in the wisdom and goodness of Alm ighty God; they believed 
that He could not take pleasure in witnessing the misery or His children ; that H e 
would consider with mercy the re:'lsnns wh), they had done this thing ; they declared 
themselves willing to su bmit to whatever the Lord might order ror them in the next 
world: they said that povert}' and misery, wan t, cold, hunger, were inevitable, and 
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:.that they simply withdrew from these evils i but it was less miserable to kill their 
child than to leave her to the wretchedness of destitution, and they called their 
neighbours to witness that they had done everything possible to earn an honest 
livelihood. 

Attempts to escape were very rarc, probably because the debtor had no other 
place which would receive him, and no money. If he had money he could live in 
the Rules, where he was quite free from annoyance by his creditors. There is one 
incident in the history of the prison in which the debtors tried to effect all escape. 
They might. one would think, have marched out of the gates if they were strong 
enough in number and resolution. The!'c persons, however. preferred to blow up 
the wall. They were caught in the attempt. arrested, and tried. Four were 
imprisoned in Newgate for four years. s ix in the Surrey Bridewell for twO years. 
and three in the House of Correction for the same time. 

Lord Cochrane. however, added to his long list of achievements an escape 
from lhe King's Bench. He was imprisoned on the ch,arge, nfte rwards proved to 
have been false, of being co~cerned with cf'rtain Stock Exchange transactions of a 
fraudulent character. He had been imprisoned about eight months. In the 

\ 

iD.terval he was re·electcd for \Vestminstcr. He managed to escape by means of 
a rope introduced in short lengths, which he thr~w from his window to the spikes of 
the prison wall, letting himself down on the other side. He fell, however. when 

I half war down and nearly killed himself. He recovered consciousness and took 
, refuge with an old servant, and the next day appeared in his place in the House of 
: Commons. Of course he was arrested and taken back to prison. FOtlr months 
, afterwards he was released. 

There were five principal Debtors' Prisons : the Flect, the King's Bench, the 
Marshalsea, Ludgate-for freemen of the City, and later. \o\Thitecross Street. 
Besides these, there were the two City Compters, the Southwark Comptcr, Tothill 
Fields Bridewell. and small prisons in the \Vhitechapel Road. Stepney; at Wt:ll 
Close Square; and at St. Katherine's Precinct. 

The Debtors' Prison was a favourite subject for writ~rs, and one sure to arrest 
attcntiQn and interesl so long as it lasted. The life there, so full of contrasts, so 
full of pit)', so full of contempt, invited the hand of the novelist. Dickens was never 
tired of it ; he laid one set of scenes in the Fleet, another in the Rules of the 
King's Bench, another in the l\larshalsea. There is an extraordinary mass of 
material about the Debtors' Prison in literature. The number of litterateurs them. 
selves who ha"e been confined in a Debtors' Prison is surpri sing. I ndeed, to tht: 
Bohemian poet the prison was a place of residence which one could look forward to 
with tolerable certainty, either as an episode of life. or as the fitting and natural 
residence for the evcning of life. 

Of all 'hese pr;sons ,be Flee, has been made the subject of by far the greatest 

• 
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amount of lite rary illustrat ion. \\' e art:! aLle to le~trn, from the literature 01 two 
hundred years, exactly how H prisoner lived. For those who had money it was 
a very cxpellsivc and most uncomfortable hotel. Those who were poor were 
maintained by bequests. doles, small endowments, weekly gifts from the Mayor 
and certain companies, by l{.'tSkets of broken victuals, and by the alms of the passers~ 
by. who were :;olicileci by a man al a grille: "Pi ty the poor dcbtOI~, think of the 
poor debtors! " All the doles and gifts together made but a poor provision when the 
prison was full, I t seems as if those who wcre beneT off IlHISl have bt:en called 
upon every cia)' to help the prisoners on the common sid!;!. 

The Fleet Prison- lhe old prison which was burned down in the Greal Fire of 
1666, not that built in 178 1-is said to have con tained tht: prison proper, wrth a kind 
of small precinci or close walled round. In the close \\cre mcssuages like those in 
the Temple. div ided imo chambers, and let ou t at SO much a week to those who 
could afford to pay the high rent demanded. Some prisoners lived in :;uites of rooms. 
like a Aat. Some had ,heir wives and families wilh them: some, like Howell. 
carried on their literar)' work here. I n fact, if ont.! coard get over the inconvenience 
of never changing the air, of never goi ng abroad, and of be ing cut off from active 
p:trticipation in aff.1.irs, there was very little hardship in living within the walls of the 
F leet, provided one could live on rhe l\ laster's side. i\ lany of the residents in this 
part of the prison were bankrupts, who took care to turn all their effects into money 
before their bankruptcy was declared: in this way they secured the means of living 
in comfort within the inevitable Fleet or King 's Bench. Nor does it appear that 
there was any stigma or disgrace attached to residence ill the place: the disgrace
the irretrievable disgrace- for a man in trade was bankruptc)" not the Debtors' 
Prison, 

On the common side. if one had nothing at all, the misery of the place was 
in lolerable. For instance, if a man had a bed and bedding he could bring (hem into 
the prison: if he had none he must pay twopence a night for a bed, or a penny 
for half a bed. I r he had no money he must li e on the floor; one prison in 
London, and only one, provided dry straw for bedding. There were, however. 
many little offices to be done in the prison by which money could be made. 
Some lrades. such as cobbling, mending. and repairing, could be carried on; actual 
sta rvation was extremely rare. though many ' .... ere underfed and suffered from low 
vital ity and liability to sickness. , 

The pr isoners on the com mon side were of len as well off in the way of food, 
drin k, and lodging, in the prison as they had been outside. The place, il is true, 
was noisy; thetc were continual brawls and conlinual fights: but outside the 
prison these people were well accustomed to noise. brawling, fighting, and drunken
ness. They were accustomed also to sleep two or more in a bed: they were 
accustomed to dirt, vermin, and unwashedness of things. Thus the prison was no 
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wone than their own houses. To be $utte. wh~n a prisoner of this kind- of the 
twopenny ward-happened to be a scholar or a gentleman there was no doubt a 
great deal of suffering. BlIt we do 1I0t hear of many scholars or genriemen in the 
twopenny ward. 

On the common side, lower than the twopenny ward, was the l3eggars' \Vard, 
in which there were no beds, no blankets, no fire in winter, not even the means 
of getting drunk. One knows not how many as a rule inhabited the Beggars' 
\Vard ; we hope but few. In n word, it must be admitted that while for the bener 
SOyt the Debtors' Prison must have been a noisome. unclc.1.n, and miserable place, we 

must not judge of the seventeenth or even the eighteenth century with the eyes and 
feelings of the twentieth. The people who occupied the poor side were rar less 
sensitive than ourselves to cold. dirt. hunger, confined air, unwashed clothes, and 
stinking surroundings; they were in aU respects far harder. \Vhat to our own 
people of all classes would be misery intolerable. was to them, only part of the general 
unpleasantness of this episode in their earthly pilgrimage. 

The history of the Flcf't Prison is n long record of complaints aga inst the 
tyranny and oppression of the wardens, or the persons by whom the care of the 
prisoners was farmed. One of the most interesting of the Camden Society 'S publi
(:at ions is a book called the Economy of the Fl~c/. in which the prisoner's hard case 
Is set forth very clearly. It is proved that every form of exaction was practised 
Lpon the unforlunate residents. Other pamphlets from lime to time exposed, but 
nostly in vain, the crue~ties and the extort ion of the wardens. It took a hundred 

>'ears of complaint before action was taken, viz., from J 597 to 1696. I n the lalte.r 
year a committee of the House of Commons was appoin ted to examine into the 
management of the Fleet. Their Report showed that the warden underlet or farmed 
out lhe. prison for £1500 a year, a sum which the sub-warden had to raise out of the 
prisoners before he received any profit for himselr. Part of the money was raised by 
allowing certain prisoners to live in the Rules; part by allowing prisoners to escape. 

It has never been the custom in a trading city to extend much sympathy 
towards persons who (ail to meet their liabilities. Still, the facts brought out by 
the Repon startled ,some people j it began LO be whispered that even a debtor has 
rights, and that the law which imprisoned defaulters did not order them to be 
filled, over-charged, robbed, laid in irons, clapped into dark and noisome cells, and 
treated with systematic cruelty, nOt in the interests of justice, or by order of judges, 
but solely in order that the farmer of the prison might receive his enormous 
rent and speedily get rich. The whole system was shameful to any civilised 
country. The debtor, on being arrested, was carried to a II spunging-house " 
belonging to the warden or farmer of the Fleet, and kept for him by one of 
the tipstaff's. Here he was charged the most e.xorbitant sums for everything; 
if he demanded to be t.ransferred to the prison he was told that he must pay a 
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fce ror permIssIon; if he refused to pay he was put into a cellar or garret uDtii 
he gave in and paid the fee. He was then taken to the Fleet and there 
prcsentt><i with the bill of fees for admission. There was a fee payable for 
every action or detainer against the prisoner. J( there were fOllr. the following 
was the bill which the poor man had to p.'y for the privilege of be ing a 
prisoner. 

For four surrenders at the Judge's chambers to his clerks. 
To the tipSI2.fT, four fees . 
To the wllrden, " 
The prc\·jous floc for turning into the hou:>c 
Fee for occasionnl " liberty " to leave the spungmghouse 

£. ,. d. 
tj , 1 6 
, , 0 

16 Il 0 

10 10 0 

(i 6 0 

15 1 (, 

In 1727. another committee. made immortal by Hogarth , sat to investigate 
the conduct of the Fleet. The)' found that the above fees were charged and 
had to be paid. l\l orcover. the prisoners who had paid so much were 
continually reminded that n present to the warden would be acceptable. In the 
case of a certain Roger Castell. an architect and artist, t hi~ demand made over 
and over again was at la,c, t refused. He was then transferred to a spunging
house where smallpo:\ was raging. The warden, Bambridge. refused to receive 
him back, and the poor man caught the disease and died. leaving a wife and 
family in the utmost distress. 

Another method of ex tortion was to keep all the books prisoners who were 
entitled to a legal discharge. The method of work ing this trick was simple. 
The ·mcn had been liv ing in the Rules; being discharged they went away; the 
warden. however, having them still on his books, was able to declare that they 
had made an escape. I-I e therdore arres ted them, clapped them in the spunging
house, and got these fees out of them before the}' could prove that they were 
legally free. In one year the sum of £2828: I ;: 4 was extorted from prisoners 
in this way. 

Another method of making money was simply to let them go. Hambridge 
actuall)1 cut a door through the prison wall and suffered those to escape who 
could I~' Probably inquiry was seldom made about any prisoner: if it was, 
it would be easy to say that he was dead. 

The case of Thomas Darnay shows what could be done, and was done by 
these officers of the law. He was a pri soner in the Fleet. He made interest, 
however, with the warden, and was allowed out, not to li\·c in the Rules, but to 
carry on his trade of importer of French wines ; he made three \'oyages to 
Bordeaux, and paid for the wine he bought by drawing bills on Richard Bishop. 
a tipstaff to the prison. These bills were accepted and paid. Damay lhen 

• 
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bought more and again tendered bills 011 Richard Bishop. He sold his wine 
and returned to the Flet:t. But Richard Bishop refused to accept the bills, and, 
as they could not prove a conspiracy. the creditors had no redress. 

As for the poor side. the prisoners there were trea ted with the greatest 

""'NJI"IOCR, DICPUTV,WAIlD,," 01' TIl£ PLI1&T ruscl' 
........ canl_ptlfary ptinl. 

" 

barbarities- thrown into dungeons. manacled, ironed, starved; it would seem as 
if the man chie(Jy concerned was confident that no onc would interfere or 
~K3.mine into his conduct. Bamhridgc kept, for the unforlunate poor debtors, a 
dungeon called the Of Strong Room "-a prison within a prison. Here he threw 
those who would nOt, or could not, pay his extortions. The room had no 
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fireplace and no window, with only such light as could struggle through a hole in 
the wall eight inches SfJuare; it was nei ther paved nor boarded; and it lay close 
to the sewer and the slinking sink i l1lo which c\'erything was thrown. " The 
"ault," says one, ., is like those in which the dead are interred: and wherei n the 
bodies of persons dyi ng are deposited till the coroner's inquest hath passed them, " 

T he resu lt or the Committee's repon was the trial of Bambridge and 
Huggins. Unfortunately, the)' were acquitted. Twenty ye"rs later, however. 
Bambridgc cut his throat. The pri son was burned down in 1666, rebuilt four 
years later, destroyed in the Gordon Riots of r 780, rebuil t in I is r, and finall>' 
taken down in 1844. 

On H oward 's visi ts In 1776 he found the prison governed by a warden 
and two sub-wardens. The fees payable by the prisoners were £ I : 6 : 8 to the 
warden. and 2S. to the turnke>'; there was also 2S. for garnish. There W~IS a 
tilproom with a licence for beer and wine. Admission was fred), granted to 
any one ; some of the butchers and people in the neighbourhood used the court 
as a public racquet -court and the taproom as bcJongtng to an ordinary public
house. There werc 243 prisoners, many of whom had with them their wives 
and children; of these, thirty only were on the com lllon side. If a prisont:r 
swore that he was not worth £5 and had no means of subsistence, he was put 
on the common s ide, where he paid no rent and rccci\'ed what doles of food 
and money camc into the prison. The wives and children were 475 in all, so 
that the prison contained 718 without counting the officers. H oward g,ves an 
exact accollO[ of the buildings and d isposi tion of the chambers:-

"AI the front is a narrow coun. At each end o( the bu ilding there is a small proje<:tion or wing. 
T here art! four floors; the), enll them galleries, I>csides the cellar·floor, called Bartholomew I'air. Each 
g:t1lery consists of n pass,1ge ill the middle, the whole length of the prison, 66 }':uds j and rooms on e;l.ch 
side of it aOOm q! ft."<! t by 129 and 9~ high. A chimney and window in c\ery rOOm. T he rmss.1ges :ue 
nnrrow (not seven feet wide) and darkish, h;l.\·ing only n window at each end. On the first floor, the hall 
gallery, ttl which you ascend by eight steps, are a chnpd, n taproom. a c()ff~e-room (made oul of 11'1'0 
rooms for debtors), a room for the turnkey, another for the watchman, and eighh!Cn rooms (or prisoners. 
Besides the coffee·room and tuproom two of those eighteen rooms, and nl! the cellar.floor, except n lock-up 
room to oonfinf' Ihe disordcrly,:md another room for the tumke)', wcre held by the tapster, John Cartwright, 
who bought the remainder of the lease at public auction in 1775. The cellar-floor is sbctccn Stcps 
helow the hall gallery. It consists of two rooms just now mentioned, the tapster's kitchen, his four large 
beer and wine cellars, and fifteen TOOms for prisoners. These fiftee n, :md the twO before-mentioned on 
the hnl! gallery, the tapster leiS to prisoners for from four to eight shillings a week. 

On the first gallery (thnt next abo\'c the hall gallery) nrc twenty·fi,·c rooms (or prisoners. On thc 
second gallery twell:Y-Kvcn j one of them, fronting the sloirc3St:, is their committee·room. A room at one 
end is an infirm:!.r)'. At the mher end, in a large rOOm over the chape~ is a dirty billiard table, kept by 
tho prisoner who sleeps in lbnt room. On the highest storey are twenty·seven rooms.. SoOlC" of these 
upper rooms, ,·i/~ , those in tbe wings, arc larger than the rt.'St, Ueing o\'cr the chnpel, the tnl'room, etc. 
All the rooms I htwe mentioned are for ro.laster's side debtors. The wl.'Ckly rent of those not held by the 
tapsler is 1$. 3d. unfurnished. They fD.ll to the prisoners in suc~ssion, thus :-\\'hen a room becomes ,·;tco.nt • ., 
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k'i pYe each his dtoh:e 0(. room accordm, '0 hi. tcniorily as prilIoner. 

me I'OomI be oc:cupied • new comer mUll hire or lOMe telWlt • part of his room; or ahii't as he un. 
PriIoaen are esduded from .aU rigbt of Wlcceuion 10 lilt' rooms held by the InpMtr, lind let at the hiah 
rentt aforesaid. The tlpartmcnts (or common-side debtors are onl), l)3rt of the. right wing of the prison. 
Besides the ~tlar ( .... hich "'liS intended (ot. their kitchen, but is occupied with Ilimber, find shut up) there 
are four Roars. On each HOOf i~ a room about 2. or 25 feet Stlunre with II fireplace i and on the sidl:s. 
seven clOWlS or cabins 10 sl~r in," 

The prison, however, was not entirely given over to Bambridge and miser),. 
There was another side, alluded to with pity by Howard, the side· of clubs, 
merriment. drinking, and singing. It is of this side that the author of Tit, 
HHIIIOIIYS of "u Flee! speaks in that sprigh tly poem. His name was \VilJi::'l.nl 
Paget : he i.s described as a comedian; he says that his father was :l well.known 
architect and mason, whose principal work was Guy's Hospital : that he himself 
received an educat ion such as was then If usual [or reputable tradesmen to g ive 
their children "-an architect, observe, was at that time reckoned a tradesman. 
lie sen'cd his apprenticeship i married a girl with some fortune; and embarked in 
trade. In a few YC<lrs he had lost all: he therefore went to Ireland and became 
an actor. Aft('r a time he again engaged in trade, with the same disast rollS 

result-bankruptcy and arrest. lie was first taken to the spunging-house:-

.. Then Riled lind hurried to :l Ipunging-housc, 
Where, \Ihtn the)'\"e tlctc'd your purse of eerr IOUCt', 
,"ou're dl'l'gg'd remorseless to Il)me dismal place, 
Wh~re nt\'er clc:tnlin~s displtl)'s il5 fn ee j 

\\'hen: beds of musty 8Ira"' o'ersll~d the floor, 
Through l,'l'Il1ing ehasms bl:lJling ml)()Urs I)()\U'; 
\\'here H~_mlin em,,'I, and Ilining llickncss u\o\dl!>. 
A Sltlte unrilllll'd, but in New!;.Il!! eelll, 
This must your unal'oided portion be, 
Unleu your friendly pocket $et5 YOII (rte j 
A recipe Ihat's $Cldom kno\lll to f.'\il, 
T-will bring a Habeas, and you (1I1):,e ),our jail. 

Nenr this oommodiolll market'l miry I'erge, 
The Jlrince of Pri~ns stands, compllet and Inllte , 
\\'hert, by the jigger's more than ma!.';ek charm, 
" cpt from the po,,"r of doing goo<l,-or harm., 
Relenting c3pth"es inly ruminate 
Misconduct )l<1SI, and cur:.c their prestm Slate, 
Tho' .oreiy grie\'ed, few ate 10 \'ojd Of grace, 
As not II) wear a leemin!; cheerful face, 
nu~refore, cabals eng-age of l'ariOll1 IOn!, 
To walk, to drink, or pi:&y at different sponl, 
lIere on the oblong table's lerdant plain, 
TIle i\'ury ball bounds and rebOunda A~ain : 
There al b.'\ckgammon two sit INI../l"llIt~ 
And cune ahernately their ad\'er~ fllte j 

Thex a!'C at cribb.'\gc" those at whist engng'd, 
And .. they lose, by turns become enrag-'d ; 
Some o( a more !ledentry temper, reru.1 
Chance-medley boob, v.hic;h duller dulncu iJret"dl; 
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On pohtick~ in colfee.room, lOme pore 
The p.lpert and advcni:r;ements thrice o'er; 
Warm' tl v.ith the ;lldcrman, SOInc sil up late 
To fix th ' InSt'lh-cnt Hill, tl.nd Nation', r.'lte; 
lienee; knott) IKlint. at diffen:nt tabks rilt', 
And eilher PMty'i wond'rous, wond'rous wiM!; 
Some of low Wtc, ring hand. bells. direful noi§c. 
And interrupt their (ello,,',' harmless JOY:; ; 
J) ilputes more noisy now a fJU;lrrel breed~ . 
And fools on both sides fall to IOb1:crheads ; 
'Till \\'caried wilh persuasil'c thulilps and blows 
They drink ns (riends, as thu' they nc'er were roe.~. 
Without" distinction, intennix'd is ,een, 
A :.quire quite dirty, a mechanic!.: cle;rn : 
'nlc spendthrift heir, "'lin in his chariot wi!,!!, 
All his pos5e!.5ions g(IOe, reversIons ItOld, 
Now, mClin, as once profuse, the stupid 501 
Sits b)' a runner's 5;(le, and shults n pot. 
Some !ot.~ ill-uUlnncr'd, drullk, II harmlCH OiJoiht 
i{ant noi!!)' thro' the gollene!l all nighl ; 
For "hich, If Justice had been done nf IUle, 
The )lUmp had been three pretty m:asters' fate.. 
\\'i tll 'Iwmach! Cmpty, and he:ICls fllUnf care, 
Some wret("hes $I\ill the ]lUmp and \\alk Ihe oI'bre 
Within whose "mple oval is a court, 
\ \ 'here the mon: aClil'c and rohust ~SOrt, 
And glolling c"ercise a manly sport. 
(Strong exercise \\"ilh nloo'r:uc food is h'oocl, 
It dri\' e!I in sprightful streams the circling blood , 
\\"hile these \\"ith nickel!! strike Ihc flying b:l11. 
Some plan at ninc-pins, wrestlers lake a f.1.11, 
Beneath a teOi lome drink, lind some :tI)Olc 
Are slil)' in their ,' hambers l1\akil1~ 101e; 
\-enuq and Uacchus each keeps here :t shrine, 
And man)' \'01'rie5 h:l.I'e huth IOI'c and wine!' 
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But to arri ve at thi s Paradi5e requi res money. Your Habeas costs rour g uinea.s; 
you have to pay the l\laster's rec in ;'\ddit10n to that; nex t, you must tip the turnkey. 
who, on receipt or haI r a guinea, suits you with a good room which rou Illay have to 
share with ;:mother collegian. 

The prisoners had acces!' to lhe " Hall. " a public pbce rree to all the collegians; 
there were billiard-tables and a tennis- or racquet-court : the I1pper floors were 
accollmed the best, .. ror lhe same reason as lhey are al Edinburgh," i.t. bee.lUse 
there is no danger of things being thrown out or the window above (the suggestion 
makes one shudder in thinking or the condition or the cou rts and pavements); the 
rent of a room, with a chum, was IS. 3d, a week. There were always messengers 
waiting to go on errands : they were called runners. \Vhen a messenger or a rriend 
brought money, it was sflid that the ship had arrived. The stairs were crusled with 
dirt so old l nd so immovable that it was" knolle<I." The costume or those prisoners 
who had bet:1l long in the prison wns ragged and slovenly 10 the Ia.st degree. 

poem is illustrated by a picture or the Fleet in which we see the new comer, 
old collegian, the tapster, the turnkey, the cook. and the players at racquets; in 
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the foreground tbe 6ltb and dirt of the place are indicated by the two kites-tben 
Loadon"s best scavengers-tearing at a piece of offal. The old prisoner wears a 
beard of a month's growth; hi~ stockings are in holes; his shoes arc wOrn out; the 
buttons are mostly gone from his ragged coat ; he has nQ wais lco;H : and his breeches 
are kept jn place by a skewer instead of a bulton or a belt. The faces of the four 
figures arc most dearl)1 porlrailS ; the dalC or the poem and the drawing is 1749· 

The. prison hile! its own slang. The gale was the" J igg"; the open court was 
of the! Bare"; line ale sold at the lap was called "an Alderman ,. because brewtd by 
Aldennan Parsons ; .. to lip " bore the same. meaning as now; a gu inea is "half II 
piece": a shilling is "a hog "-it is also a " twelver ": the prison itself was the 
.• Place "-it was also the" College"; the cellar, where were tables for dining. was 
called " Bartholomew Fuir "; one set of rooms was" Mount Scoundrel to; to spend 
money was to "kick it down "; to" cole it" is to have money; to "shule" a pot is 
to beg one; to "raise a Yarne " was to provide a meal ; a halfpenny was" half a 
win" : a .. Flitch " was sixpence; to call for " a dozen" was to call for I wo quart..o; of 
beer : a .. dram of bob " was a glass of gin: many of these terms:; may be found in 
the poem .. 

At half-past nine the watchmen prisoners begin crying. " \ \1 ho goes out? who 
goes out?" to warn visitors. At tbe last stroke of ten by St. Paul's clock they 
cry, "All told!·' and the gates are locked for the nigh t. 

\\'e have spoken of the RuJes of the Fleet. Ther were bounded by the Old 
Dailer on the right; Ludgate H ill on the south ; Fleet Lane on the north, and down 
that lane br Flct!t Market southward to Ludgate H ill. The Fleet marriages, 
described elsewhere. originated in the chapel of the Fleet, at which, for a time, 
clergymen who were prisoners for debt made a liltle money b)' marr)'ing without 
banns or licence. 

The prison was sometimes used as a place of concealmen t for " run" goods. 
On August 9, 1778. some Custom - house officers, with a file of musqueteers, 
en tered the Fleet Prison and began to search for certain goods. There was some 
resistance offe red by the prisoners, but after the soldiers had knocked down two or 
three there was no further opposition. The). found, conveniently stowed awa)" 
2491 Jbs. of tea , t874 Ibs. or coffee, J020 Ibs. of chocolate. and £1500 worth of lace 
-a very considerable haul. The contraband goods, they found , had been lowered 
into the prison from the outside, while the prisoners received money from the 
smugglers for storage. 

A pamphlet-on the title-page of which is written in ink the date 17lo-entitled. 
Tnt! Prcst'1I1 Slatt 0/ tlte Prisoll 0/ LlIagllte ill L ondolt, provides us with an 
t:xcellcm account of the place or that time, if this date be correct. The type and the 
paper both belong to the early part of the eighteenth centuf)" 'when the commoner 



I· DEBTORS· PRISONS 

kinds of lype and printing were execrable. The prison, the wriler c.'l(piains, was first 

assigned ill:i a prison for freemen of the City. for debts, lre::spasses, accounts, and 
contempts, in the year ' 377. Nicholas Brembre tht:n being Mayor. This Act was 
confirmed by the Common Council in the yea r 1382. I n the year 1464 the prison 
was enlarged by certain buildings on ~he south side of the gale, given to the City 
by D ame Ag nes p orster (see p. j86) on condition lhal Ihe pri soners should hence
forward pay nothing for lodging or for water. Uame Agnes's part of the prison was 
called the Common S ide; the roof was nat and covered with lead, on \\ hieh the 
prisoners could walk for fresh air. The pri!'ol1 was entered oy a po~lern on the 

south !:iide. H e re was a small room where prisoners were received on en tering. 
\ Vithin th is place was a large room" for people to drink in "-such \\as the humanity 
or an eighteenth-century prison-formerly free to all tht: prison~l's, ,~hcre the re was 
a good fire kept nil the winte r through: but the deputy-keeper curtailed that privilcge 
by charg ing an ex tra hal fpenny a pot for beer caBed for in that room. This half
penny was a pe rquisite of the turnkey , who also was <!lIowcd to sell spirits in "un
sealed " measures, ,:.e. in any measure he pleased. By this arrangeml::lll the turnkey 
was enabled to buy his place from the deputy-kccpcr, who fo rmerly had to pay him 
wages. A ny prisoner, therefore, who could call for drink might use this room, and 
might fur'ther have the opportu ni l)', if he was a good CUMOi1lCr, of standing below <It 
the outer door and conversing with the people in the street. 

The hatch which led into the prison itscl f \\',,15 always attended by a turnkey ; 
on cntering, Ont: found a large room called the" Lumbry," at the window of which 
stood one of the prisone rs all day begging money of those \\ ho passed in Black
friars. Three times a day the steward took account of the money collec-eel. At 
anotht'i r g rating which opened under tht.: gate. another prisoner begged of those who 
passed. Of course, the number of passengers through Ludgiltc was vcry much 
greater than that of the Blackfr iars window. On the first 11001' was a large room 
called the Vi' hite Room, furn ished with it table and benches. Every Sunday a broth 
was made here of beef ; of this broth the prisoners were all entitled to a portion. 
This room served also as a counci l-cham ber or chapter-house. Here the prisoners 
elected the ir own steward and his assistants from thei r own body once a month. 

And here was hung up the table of fees. These were moderate enough, but why 
there should be any fees at all for debtors ,,:JJo came to the prison vcr)' much against 
their will, and only because lhc), were bankrupt, no one ventured to ask. 

On admission the prisoners paid I S. to the turnkey ; to the officer who brought 

him, :lei. ; on discharge, 25.: for a ll actions and writs, J s. each ; for sheets, if the 
prisoner chose, Sci. a month i for beds and blankets, 3d. a night for the best lodg:ng, 

L:"t and 2d. for the second best ; ,,,,hen the prisoller found his own bed and bedding. 3d. t: ',' a week; if the priso.ne r could not afford a bed, I d. a week for chamber room; I U. a 

I_~:' week (or lamps and candles. So lhat the prisoner had lO par 2d. a wet!k at least 

[Ly 
,Z/,· . • 



~in" ... room 
"'On theAIttC floor was a loom caned ' he Lower \Vard, wherein were a fireplace and 

a chimney. This room was furnished with six. bedsteads, but the beds and bedding 
were at the time or writing well-nigh worn out. J 1 was, however, accounted the best 
ward in the pl.ce. 

On the second floor was the Chapd \Vard, so called from being ncar the chapel. 
This room was also furnished with six bt!dsteads, the bedding quite worn out. On 
the same Roor was ·a smaller room, called the" Odd ~lell's Room," with three beds 
and a window looking into Ludgatc Street. The chapel was on this (Joor. This is 
described as lofty and capacious, furnished with all things suitable; and. which is 
very curious and interesting ... beautified by the prescnt churchwarden with greens 
and flowers according to the season." This is the anI), mention that I can remember 
of flowers in a church at that period. Prayers were read twicc a dar by one of the 
laymen in the house, if there was no clergyman; the reader had a salary of 4d. a day 
allowed him out of the boxes: every Sunday a clergyman appointl!d by the Lord 
Mayor preached a !termOn to thl:! prisoners. 

On the next 1100r was ~I Charity \Vard, because here slept the men who could 
• 

pay nothing. Il was their dUly to stand at the windows over the boxes, begging the 
charit)' of the passers.by. These poor men had no chimney, and were therefore 
allowed to draw their provisions in the \Vhite Room. They had half a bushel of 
coals allowed them once a week in the winter. An ngreeabJe fiction was kept up in 
this room concerning an imaginary Monsieur Shawney, who demanded a fee of 
IS. 6d. The" flooridge" of every new prisoner was the money to be expendt:d 
among the others. If the prisoner refused to pay either his footing or other fines 
imposed for petl)r offt:nces, he found his hat or his coat kept from him till he pro· 
cured from somebody the money for tbe deputy of Monsieur Shawncy. 

A small dark room stood lIext. It was formerly called the Chambtrlain's Store
room, but as there was nothing left to store-no sheets or blankets or bedding-it 
was let as a bedroom to twO men who slept on rags. .. Should they live to obtain 
their liberty," says my author, ., the keeper will exact 14d. a week from each of them 
for their lodging." That is to say, he will be able to keep them in prison until they 
have paid his dues as well as their debts. 

On the top floor is the \Vomen's \\lard. They have a bushel of coals allowed 
lhem ever), week and one candle every night. There is another ward caned the 
Upper \Vard. but it is not stated whether it is kept for the women or DOL 

top of the house was itat, covered with leads, and on the leads oaken planlo. tl 
where the prisoners could take. the air, and look down upon the City, COI"I.:mlllllilet~ 

the distant hills of lIampstead on the nonh and Norwood on tbe south, 
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The " 1\IaslCr's Side " was that part of the prison which was over the gate. 
,a-tel'. there were (our rooms on the noor illllllt!diateiy above the gate and six on 

sec6nd floor, making tt!n rooms in all; there was also formerly a large room 
when: the prisoners could work at their tradcs, but this room had been takel) 
from them by the under keeper. 

Tht! official protector of all the freemen of tht: City was the Lord l\ la)'or; 
he was therefore the mas ter of this prison. As he was too gn:at a persoll to 
look after the prison himself, he appointed a ket:pe r. Then the usual develop
ments followed: the post being found lucrative, the keeper becamt: l OO g rand to 
look after it. and appointed a deputy. keepcr ; he in his turn appointed a 
turnkt:y ; the turnkey appointed a deputy-turnkey, and they all - lived upon the 
poor prisoners, The deputy -keeper bought his place ;:md paid a yearly rent as 
well; he: received tht: admission fl::cS and the chamber and bed money; he also 
look upon hilll self 10 It!t out such of his prisoners as could pay him a guinea 
dO''''Il, ilnd two shillings a week, and find security besides, It is not stated 
how Illany of the prisoners enjoyed this pri vilege; that uf living within the Rules 
W<tS afterwards another form of the same cnlargemclll, The cmnom was w'inked 
at, probably because if men cannot work they must always be fed, and the 
chargt!s of finding food for a prison full of debtors would be l:x tremely onerous. 
T·herefore, it was better to let lhose ou t who could find work to do. Moreover, 
if a man is locked up wilhoUl the means of work , his wife and children become 
chargeable t? the parish. This relaxation shows that the Cit)" was beginning to 
understand how expensive and useless a thing it is to lock up a mail for life 
because he cannot pay a debt. The deputy- keeper was supposed to make more 
than £500 a year by the many emoluments of hi s place. He found it necessary, 
however, to retain certa in messengers who collected the weekly dues from the 
"Ludgatc Pigeons," i.e. the prisoners out on security. 

The house was nom inally governed by its inmates. They chose once a 
month a steward,. whose duty it was to administer the charities, gifts, and 
endowments of the prison : to receive, at stated hours, the conten ts of the boxes: 
to defend the prisoners from insults of the keeper ; to relieve the poorer 
prisoners by a daily allowance of food given ou t at noon : and to provide mops, 
brooms, and pails for keeping the place clean. For his services he was allowed 

;l shill ing a day. 
The s teward had seven assistants, or constables, under him, one for each 

day in the week : thdr duty was to check the steward's accounts; to sec the 
orders of the house executed; to put down uproars ; to clap mutinous prisoners 

the stocks, and, if need be, to call in charity men to assist him in keeping 

The out-steward was appointed originally from among the prisoners; his duty 
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was to collect the rents and endowments. The tumkey. however, took over 
the oftice. 

The churchwarden looked after the chapel, made the scavenger ring a bell 
for prayers, and wound up the gate clocl .. ; for which he received 4d. a day and 
something on account of the clock, 

The reader was appointed to read the prayers daily. The running assistant 
directed visitors to the prisoner they came to sec; and he gave notice to the 
steward at. the hours appointed to cle<.1r the boxes. 

The kctlle .pot man made the Sunday broth out of mCal scm in by the 
Butchers' Com pan)'. In onc place we read lhat the prisoners were entitled to 
this weekly dole of food : in another place it is said that the kettle -pot man 
sold it to the prisoners. 

The scavenger swept and c1e.'\ned the wards: rang the prisoners to prayers ; 
rang out visitors at t:ight in the evening; summoned the steward and assistants 
to their meetings; made proclamation about things lost; cleaned out the cisrern 
of water ; and was " Yeoman of the Nut Crackers," i.e. was in charge of the 
stocks, when anyone had to be put ill them. On the whole a useful and a well· 
paid office. 

More useful still were the .• Box Men." Eight of them were appointed 
from the charity men; their dutf was to stand at the graLing over the boxes, 
imploring the charitr of the passer-by. There were, as we have seell, two boxes
one in the gate, the other in B1ackfriars at the south of the prison. The box· 
man for the gate began at five in the morning; he of B1ackfriars side at seven, 
because there were fewer passengers. If the man did not bawl loud enough 
and could not move the compassion of the people, he was turned out of the 
place. which, among the poorer side, was greatl}' envied. \Vhen the boxes were 
opened, the box man of the gate received a fourth part, and he of B1ackfriars , 
which contributed much less, three· fourths. It was reckoned that a boxman 
usually made a shilling a day; therefore, s ince there were six men employed e ver)' 
day, the average takings would be at the gale 245. a day, and at the Blackfriars 
side 85. a day. Sometimes a piece of gold wo.uld run up the day's takings. 
The whole amount thus received was about £600 a year. 

The secretary kept the steward's books and wrote the petitions and the 
private letters for those unable to write. There were also two men whose duty it 
was to walk upon the leads all day in order to prevent the prisoners from escaping. 

Such was the constitution of the Ludgate Prison. The freedom of election 
degenerated into a mere 'form: the steward went through the form of dection, 
but was appointed over and over again for years; he exercised power a1mollt 
absolute: h(: could put a prisoner in the stocks and keep him there lor days
na)·, he rofused to let him out at all, until he had rpceived a signed paper of 
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submission; he claimed and exercised the power of flogging the prisoners ; he 
always kept an account against the house showing the prisoners to be in his 
debt ; if chari table gifts of money were sent to the prisoners he received them, 
pUl them in his pocket, and set the amount against the debt. Other charges 
are madt: f-gainst the deputy- keeper and the steward, the whole amounting to <t 

system of turning the charities of the prison into thf" private advan tage of the 
officers, and the a~sumptjon of arbitrary powt::r in spile of a constitution meaning 
sel f- government. 

Sometimes a wedding took place in the prison. \\'hen one prisoner married 
another, the woman was .set free and became an assistant to the man in procuring 
him work or necessaries, while the man took upon himsdf his wife's debts and 
obligations. As his own were far beyond any means at his command. this made 
linle difference. On such occasions the prisoners welcomed the bride with a 
concert upon frying. pans, tongs, g rid irons. keys, e tc .. and after the serenade 
demanded half a crown in the name of l\lonsieur Sh~wne}'. They then went to 
the steward and elemand t:d a fee of 4e1 .. and \'i~ited each ward. asking 2d. per 
head of every prisoner who had nOt seen such a wedding before. Th t: money 
thus collected they spent in drink , merry- mak ing as long as the funds allowed. 
In case of a death, the body was conveyed to the Bethlehem burial - grou nd 
beside l\·loor Fields. at the cost of the prison stock, 

Such was the life in Ludgate Prison in the r ear 1710. I n the house we 
have described, there were always from seventy to a hundred prisoners. \\'e 
have found a very small number of beds, not enough for the fourth p~rt of the 
residents, unless two or more slept in the same bed. which was probably the 
custom. \Ve see tht: prisoners in the receipt of doles in money and food; the 
Lord 1\ la)'or's basket goes to the prison every day: tht:.: beef comes on 
Sundays j bread was sen t ill by some of the companies; coals were provided 
by charity; the boxes waited all day long for the receipt of alms. \Vhat we 
have not seen, but may imag ine. at Ludgate as well as all the other prisons, 
is the crowded bedroom, wi th the prisoners lying about in rags between the 
beds; the noisomeness of the prison: the dirt and the noise and the stench 
of it; the drinking wherever there W;lS any money ; the idleness: the frying 
and the boiling over the fire all day long; the wretchedness of some, the 
recklessness of others, the hopelessness of all; and for those who had neither 
money nor work, the pangs or hunger and the debility and low vitality of the 

half-starved. 
\ Vhen the gates were removed the old Ludgate Prison was demolished, 

A new prison, however, for freemell uf the City, clergymen, proctors, and 
attorneys. was fitted. up in 13ishopsgalc Street; it had been a bridewell to the 
workhouse there. It was quite OJ small place, and contained only eleven rooms for 



~:.~=~:~; common to the prison 
.~ The City allow.u th""" prisoners 140 Ib .. or becr .very week. or 

day: a twopenny loaf, weighing J I oz. - in the year 1783 - every 
f;f)iiotlber day to each prisoner; the Lord Mayor and sheriffs sent coals e"ery year; 

Calvert and Co. sent every week 1""0 barrels of small-ale. There were 
bequests amounting to about £140 a )'ear. The fees in this prison were. 

much more moderate than those in the Fleet. The number of prisoners, in seven 
visits paid by Howard, was 29. 31, 29, 1 J. IS. 20, and 15. On the aVt!f;lge it 
was 22, so that by reference to the statement of charities it will be perceived 
that each prisoner ought. on an average. to receive daily a pound of beef. Joi 
oz. of brea~, three pints of small-ale, and about 4!d. in moncy. A luxurious 
prison. 

In the year 1794 the Ludgate prisoners, as they wert: still called, were 
removed (rom Bishopsgatt Street to a !lew prison adjoining to, and partly 
encircled by, the compter in Gillspur Sireet. The prisont!rJ" continued to be 
freemen of the City, clergymen, proctors, anorm!ys, and such otht:r ptrsolls as the. 
Lord !\Iayor and aldermen !::ohould send there, The fees on admission were: to 
the clerk of the compter, 2S, 6d. i( in execution, and IS, <td, if in mcsne process; 
to the M:rgeant-at-mace, 5S.; the prison fees were IS, on admission and 3d. a 
week during confinement. A discharge cost 55, 4d, if tht:rc W;15 onl}' one writ; 
more if there were several; to the clerk, 3s. Sd,; to the messenger, I S,; to the 
prison, 2S. The number of prisoners averaged, from ,800-1807, nine to twent}'
eight. This prison, alone among prisons, actually had a bathing - tub, There 
were many small leg-clcies and charities, and something of the old ordcr and 
discipline of the Ludgate Prison were maintained. 

There was d. tradition as regards Ludgatc Prison which Illust not be 
forgotten. It is of one Stephen Forster, who was confined within its wall s. He 
had to take his turn at the grate to beg for the poor prisoners. Sl~pht:n Forster 
attracted the attention of a wealth}' widow, who asked him how much woultl be 
sufficient to set him free, Having ascert.."\ined that point. she paid the ritoney, 
set him free, took him into her service, and married him. After this he 
prospered exceedingly, and became in the end Lord Mayor of London and received 
the honour or knighthood. In the midst of his prosperity Sir Stephen die! 
not forget his old prison-house. His lady and himself (see p, 581), to enlarge: 
the prison. caused se\'eral of the houses near the gate to be pulled down, and 
in their stt:."\d erected ~ strong square stone building. containing the 
roomli, vil. the porch, the paper-house, the watch-hall, the upper and 
lumbries. the cellar. the long ward. and the chapel. In the chapel there 
Cotlowina: iOliCriplion;-



DEBTORS' PRISONS 

"Thi. ('harel wou ermed and ordained for the divine worship and service of God, by the .Right 
Sir Stephen FOBler, Knight, some time Lord Mayor of this honourable city, and by Dame Agnes his 

~', .... , ror lhe uS\! and goodly exercise of Ihe prisoner!! of this prison of Ludg3tC. (Anno 1454.) 

Dcmut lOules that l~s5e Ihis 'lay 
Fnr Stephen I'orster, late Maior, heartily pr:ly ; 
And Unme Agne!> hi, spouse, to God con,KCnvc, 
That of pilie Ihis hon5C .... ,de (or Londoners in Ludgate, 
So that for lodging and water I'ri50lIcn here nought pay. 
As their keepers shall all ans""er lit dn;:&druJ domesda)'." 

In Lamb's Specimells (Leigh H unt, p. 70) is quoted a scene (rom a pia)· 
b)· Rowley. in which the re are introduced two brothers Forster, one rich and the 
othe.r <t prison~ r in Ludgate. The latter has a son who is strictly forbidden by 
the rich man (0 rd ievc his father, I n the following scene the father is begging 
at the g rate:-

• 

"Fur.tkr,-Bread, bread, one penn)' to buy a loaf of 
bread, for the tender mercy. 

RnIJ,-O me: my manlE: ! I knu\\' Ihal voio.::e full \\ ell ; 
.rll hclp Ihy ""liltS, allhout;h thou cun.e me ~ti1l. 

(lie s/tllllis 1tJ/ur~ lu is IIIISUI/")' IUJftlJII:r j 

Forsf~r.-Hre .. d, brc:\d, some Christian man send b.,ck 
Your ChMit)' 10 a nUlnbcr of poor prisoners. 
One penny (or the lender merc)'_ 

[A'ohrl /llIf.s in III /lnt)'. 
The hand of I leaven reward ),ou, t;enlie liiT. 
Nc\·cr may you WIUH, ne\'er feel miser),; 
Let blellsings in unnumbered measure groll', 
And fall upon your bead, where'er you I{o. 

NoIJ.-Oh, happy cumfort J curses to Ihe ground 
First struck me : now with ble5sing~ I am cro .... ned. 

j,orsur.--Uread, bread. (or the lender mere)'; one 
I>cnn), for a loaf of bread . 

/1.'0",_ 1'11 bu)' more blessings! take Iholl all m)' store; 
I'll keep no coin and sec: my father poor, 

Fors/(r.-Good angels j.,'UUrd )'ou, sir, ml' pr.l)'en; shall be 
T hat Heaven may bless ),ou (or Ihis chnrity, 

N06.-1f he knew me sure he would not 5a)' so, 
Yet I have comfort, iT b)' an)' means 
1 get a blessing (rom Ill)' father's hands. " 

There were two Cit)' compters, one in Wood Street and one lit the 
Poultry. One sheriff had charge or the former : the other, or the latter ; they 
received prisoners committed or sentenced by the Lord ~layor or the alde rmen . 

• They were, in fact , prisons for all who were arrested in the Ci ty. S tow's 
account of them is as rollows (bk. iii, p, 51):-

"The c.hnrge of those prisolls is commiued 10 the sheriffs, who al .... '!lys enter into their office on the 
of Nlpttml.h!r, which is tht! e.,'c or R! Michael the Af'Chnngel, and are accordingly s,,'orn to thc ch:ugt! 

said office. 
'Cnder the 5herilfs lh~re arc divers other officers belonging 3like in both counters, who gi,'e security 

!~!",!~~';I. lOr their true and faithful e"ecut;on of their se\·cra.l office!;:-
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I . The ant and prineipaJ oftic:er nm to the .berifr, is the IeCfetary, .hoIe of6ct is to return .rkI, 
mark wanan", impaMI juries for the courts both abovt and ~lo", nnd 11110 for the Sessions, 

t. Tbe derk or the papers, ,.-hose office is to impanei juries ror the sheri If's court ; he colen up 
Judament·and malr.cs out all piOCe_ ror the r.herift"a cour!. 

3. fo'our clerk sitters, who enter actions, take bails, rt..-'Cei\'lj "erdit:lli after trinlll, etc. 
of. Ei&hta.'n serjttlnts al nmcl!: .:rond el'ery serjeant hoth l,i& yeoman. Their office ;5 to arrest, 

execute.lI ,~sses, sen'l! \I\'ril:; nnd executions tll)Qn actions, .'md summons from above, as well as (tom 

the courts below. And each of these serjeants gh'cs .£400 security to the sheriff, (or the due tx(:cu tion of 
their office, The)' \II'car blue coloured cloth gowns, which are allowed them by the sheriffs year]} .. which 
&bey always wear upon their waiting days. Four of these scrjeanl~ and as many yeomen OUI of each 
counter, wnit upon their respective sheriff daily i and duril'lg the time of Scuiol'ls, double the number. At 
which time, il'l the morl'lil'lg5, the)' bring the prisoners down from Newgale to the Sessions· house. and put 
them in the dock; and wait there all day, and return thc prisoners back to the gaol at night; and upon 
the c1:c:cution dars, $4.'C the condemncd prisoners executed. 

1.:nto each counter also belongs a master keeper; nnd under hi111, tlll'O turnkeys and other sen·hors." 

The \Vood Street Compler succeeded an earlier prison situated in Bread 
Street. 

Stow affords very little information as to the condi tion of the prison in his 
time. From ;itrype's map. it seems to have been approached by a court or 
passage on the east side of \Vood Street! south of Fr)~ers Alley, and to have 
then consisted of a single court. 

The \\'ood Street Compter served both for debtors and for relons. Latterly, 
it had become a Illost noisome and filthy piace. The average number or debtors 
was about seventy; of relons ... bout twent)f-eight. The debtors had one rool1l-
12 feet high, 33 ft::et long. and '5 fet:t broad-for the I11CI1, which was at once 
thdr day.room, night-room, and kitchen; the place swarmed with vermin. The 
prisoners slept on shelves put up against the wall , the highest being reached by 
steps i no bedding or straw was allowed. Their victuals were dressed at a large 
fire in the sal1lt:: room, which had only one door and no other opening but the 
chimney. No provision was made for sickness-not even an apothecary attended 
them. The General Dispensary (established J 770 with 100 subscribers; ill J 773. 
600 subscribers) supplied these poor captives with medical attendance, which they 
could nOt otherwise have obtained. 

This prison was closed in 179 t, when the prisoners were transferred to the 
new compter of Giltspur Street, which was appropriated for debtors, felons, 
vagrants, and disor9crly persons. The night charges of the City were all taken· 
to Gihspur Street, and in the morning marched out to .the Lord Mayor or one 
of the aldermen. The average nUI11bt:r of debtors in this place between 1800 
and 1807, both years inclusive, was thirty-six. The prison was a great improve· 
m CIll on any of the older places of confinement. There was plenty of water. 
and the rooms and wllrds wcre kept dean. The compter was pulled down in 
1855. 
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The Poul try Compter stood between Grocers' I-Iall and the Poultry, between 
Nos, 31 and 32. This prison was of great antiquity. I t possessed many small 
endownlenls, and the broken mea ls were St ill dai ly from the sheriff's table. 
Neilt! complains ( 1803) of the ruinous condition into which the Poult ry had been 
allowed to fall . It conta ined a separate ward for Jews, of whom in that year-
1803-therc were two, not felons. but debtors. II . 1804. on .. ceounl of its 
dangerous conciition, the debtors were removed to Gil tsl'llf S tree t. Two years 
la ter, that place overflowing, the criminals we re taken from Giltspll!" S treet back 
to the Poultry. In JS ' j the place WnS cleared out again. and in d~17 taken 
down. The new prison of \\'hi tec ross Sl rf:!C t, wh ich had been recently bui lt, held 
500 prisoners, and was closed and pullee! down in ,870. 

The uses of the compters appear \'cry plainly in the mLdireval pages of 
Rite)' a~d others. T hus, in the yea r '377 (A /ell/oriah. p. 4 I 3) onc John Roes, 
Esquier. was arrested on the charge fi rst of debt and of conspiracy aftcrwards. 
He was brought before John of NorthampLOT1. on£' of the sheriffs of London. and 
commillecl to the .. compler of the s..1 mc sheriff in 1\1 ilk Slrcet." that is to say. 
to \Vood Street Compter, having at that time an entrance by J\ l ilk Street as 
well as \Vood S tree t In the next p'"r the re was ;t dispute between onc of 
the shcriffs and the Mayor regardi ng the com pter belonging to the fo rmer. It 
was a vcq ' serious d isputc, involving the authority of the ;.. taror. then Sir 
Nicholas Brembrc (.1 fell/orials. p. 415):-

"On Sunday, the f.;:ast of Samts Pcrpclua and Fc1icitlls [7 Mareh], in the fint )'ear, etc., before the hour 
of noon, a conflict arose in Weslchcpc. between certain persons of the trnde of gold~mith .. and other!! 
of the trnde of pePI)Crers, fro m a certain rancour that hnd e.xisled ~tw(:en them; by reason of which connict, 
no small nlTra}' M OSC throughOut the whole city; and that, tOO, while the Bishop of Carlisle lI'as pre:lching in 
St. J\\ul 's Churchyard; in which place, because of such conflict, and the wounded fleeing thither wilh n'ry 
great outcry, no little tumult and alarm ensued. Upon which, Nicholas Brembrc, the then Mnyor, being 
informed thereof, tOgether with othcr aldermen, immediately went to Westchepe, to rl.!store peace there, 
and to maill l'ain it ; nnd after he had so restored order, he convened hi~ aldermen on this malter, to meet, 
nfler dinner on the ~me day, at the Guildhall. 

And when thcy had met there, as also Nicholas T wyford, one of thc then sheriff:., nt the UlandlUe of 
the s,1id Mayor, there came with the said sheriff onc of his suite, John Worsde by name, who was publicly 
accused before the s,'lid Mayor, of being a principal movcr of the strife; by reason whereof, the Mayor 
forthwith personally arrested him, and ordered him 10 be sent 10 the compter of Andrew Pykeman, thc 
other sheriff. Upon which arrest being made, the sa id Nichola~ the sheriff, wenl to the serjeant-at·amls, 
who so hnd him in custody by precept of the Mllyor, nnd s,'lid thnt he was to be taken to his own compter, 
in Mylk Street; nlleging thnt hc htld been arrested by himself and his fellow sheriff. It was accordingly 
whispered to the Mayor, that the person who had been so arrested by him, could nOt be taken to the pbce 
named by him, as the said Nieholn!, the sheriff, \\'as opposed thereto; whererore, the Mayor, going up to 
him, asked Wll )' the mao so under arrest, wa.s not taken to the campIer of the s:tid Andrew, Ihe other 
.. herin; as he had ordered. Whereupon the said Nicholas answered him as abo\'e stnted; (or which t~ason 
the tna)'or there bodily 3tTCSted him. In con$C(lucuo..e I\ hcrcof, as also ror other reasons which had arisen 
in quelling the said disturbAnce, and (or having more mature deliberation thereon, nnd confinning the 
preservation of the pence for the future, the said t\ ln)'or caused a Common Council \0 be summoned, 



1ft the end the sheriff Wa!i dismissed his office. impr.,ned, and all his 
.ad chattels sequestrated. 

In the year 1388 the porter of one of the compters got into trouble for speak .. 
ing evil of Adam Bamme. alderman. It is not stated \\h ich of the compter!>. 

In 1390 lhe compter of John Fraunceys. sheriff, was in \ Vood Street. rn 
1413 the compter mentioned in the case of John Askwythc seems to h.we been 
Wood Street. 

In 1382 it was ordered thar common women of the IOwn should wear hoods 
of ray only: and that anyone wearing hoods of budge. perrci l, or r(;\'Cr$. should 
be committed to the compter. i.e. to either compter. 1 n 1418 it was ordered 
that one \Villiam ~1 ichen, for offence to the COurt. should bc confined in " the 
cOll1pter." mcaning the one which belonged to his sheriff. 

In 1419 we learn that Ont: John Selby was the clerk of " the campter," but 
it is not stated which. 

Early in the reign of Henry V I. the following regulations were· enacted on 
the treatment of prisoners in the compters (Libel' A/bus, p. 447):-

"That the comptcrs rrom henedonh ~h:lIlnot be to rcrm let by an)' !>herilT, or by any Olher IlCrs(ln in 
their name, unto the pOrters o( such complCfIIl, or UlltO an)' other officer of the /ihcrifJ's i but that thc 
sheriffs f1hall be bound to bear Ihe charge of the renl, c:md1es. :lnd olher such OOSt'i as the ponet$ of the 
oompters hal·e borne in time ]XUit, by rC':UOn of Iheir (cnl\. 

That prisoners \\'ho are staying in the complers shall pa)' nothing for the CUSIOIll:lrr fees untO the 
porters, Of untO the shc.riITs, for onc night, hy re:lson of their so' staying in the !:tid comllter, -san,! only 
for:l ~, one penn)' the first nighl. 

And if sucb perSOn shall \\·ish in preference to stay in the com pier rlUher th:tn go to Newglue or 10 
Ludgate • .".hether for deht, tl'C:l>p:iS' or any ether enust', felony and trcru;on excepted, in such case it shall 
be filUy !.:adul for the said sheriffs 10 ie.owc such prisoners in the compter, for their I:omfort, ther Ilaying to 
the use of the s.lid sheriffs fOur pCllce, six pence, eight pence, or twelve pence, per week, each person 
towards the rent of the snid house, without more; and this, b)' nssessment of the clerks of the compter, 
who sh:llltal.c into consideration their arrest :tnd :.150 their estate, 

That if a prisoner shtlll Illake !'uch agreement "'ith the sheriff or his clerks, to wait in the compter, .3, 
before tolatcd, it shrul be full)' lawful (or such prisoner to h:l\'e his own bed there, if he has one; tlnd if he 
had not, then it shall be fully lawful for the !:lid porter to find him n bcd, taking each night one l)Cnny for 
the same, III the manner is in all lodging·houses. 

That neither the potter nor an)' olher officer of the !:lid compter shnll sell unto the prisoners bread, 
ale, charcoal, firewood, or :my other provisions wh:.tsoc,·cr, under l)ain or imprisonment and o( pA)'ing a 
fine at the discrt1ion of the Mal'or and :\ldernH:n except by [duel measure, and at a reasonable price." 

The Tun of Cornhill. according to the opinion of Neild, was the predecessor 
of the Bread Street Compter. But they exisrec.l il[ the same time. For in 
7 Rich. II. it wa.<I ordained (Li6tr AI/illS, p. 396) that an incontinent priest should 
be taken to the" Tun on Cornhill, with Minstrels "; that a person impeached 
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M1.,ltoory shall be taken, with minstrt'lsl first to Nt.wgatc and then through Chepe 
the Tun in C9rnhill ; any adulteress found wi th a priest or a married man was 

to be taken ,. to the compter of one of the sheriffs," and thence 10 the Tun, 
"jIh minstrelsy; and a single woman founel with a priest was to be taken in like 
manner to one of the compters, and thence to the- Tun. 

In the yea r 1425 the sheriffs were 0rclered to keep their compters in " a 
certain place." meaning. I suppose, that the pri!<;ons were not to be shifted about, 
{'.g. that \Vood Street Compter was nOt (0 be lntllSfe rred to one of the City gates, 
or to a private house. I t was also ordered, which I do nOt understand, that no 
betle! was to be porter of a compler. 

J am possessed of a tract or pamphlet-said to be rare-printed in the year 
1616. which affords a glimpse of the conduct of \:Vood Stree t Compter at that 
date. It is written by one \Villiam Fennor. a prisoner in that place. The style 
is something like that of the illustrious Tom Brown, with spirit, yet with 
ex travagance and with a constant st raining after effect, which is less noticeable in 
the successor of \\"iIliam Fennor a hundred rears later. H e was arrested by a 
brace of bandogs, belonging to one of the compters:-

" The thought or Iny nrrcst did not so much affright me ns Ihe countenances of those peuler·bulloned, 
shoulder<lapping c3tch"I)OI~s that se:l:ted on my bodr. The one h:td 3 (:tce ten times worse than those 
Jew!:! that nre pictllrcd in ~\rr.l.S"h:1ngings whipping Christ; his black hair hung dangling about his cares like 
elfc1ockes, IhIll I cannol Ue persuaded but some succubus begot him on a witch; his no~ was preciou!<, 
richly rubificd, nnd shined brighter thnn :'lny umner's snout in 1_·\Ilc:lshir~." 

The indication of the pewter buttons is one of a hundred instance.or, in which 
the writer affords information as to those mean matters which make up the lift,: 
of a time, yet arc so difficult to discover, because they are beneath the nOlice of 
wri te rs. and, indeed, bene<nh their observation. How mnlly living men could 
describe the ordina ry costume of a cab-d ri ver? 

-They conducted him first to a ra\"ern, where they ate anti drank at their 
prisoner's expense: they then led him to the compter. the gates of which 
instantly flew open at thei r arrivnl. 

"NOCles ntquc dies patet aui jnnua Ditis." 

His name en tered, he was asked whether he chose the l\ faster's Side, the 
Knig hts' \Vard. or the COllllllon S ide. He chose the first-and the dearest. 
For th is choice he paid one shilling; nnd was then led into a spolc ious room, 
beyond which was a hall . decorated with the Story of the Prodigal Son. H e was 
then made to pay two shillings garn ish This done, he was taken to his chamber 
and locked in for the night. In the morning he found [hat he had several chamber
rellows, among whom was an attornc)r. This benefactor to his kind ende.:"1\"oured, 
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to Reece him eut of what h. had, under pretence of doing him a 
.arvice. Some of them began the morning y.·ith tobacco ,. to expeJ noisome 
savours." From all we Ie.nn about the noisome snours it woult! seem the best 
and safest thing to do. They then began to drink, ~md so passed the time tm 
morning service, which they appear to have attended regularly. The other 
prisoners demanded garnish from the new-comer. It tOok the form of claret. 
which. we learn, then cOSt sixpence a quart. 

After breakfast the new hand walked into the forerooms where the keepers 
and sen'aots were takjng their dinner. Again he had to pay garn ish; and again 
he had to send for a quart of c1"re t. A fr iend callt!d upon him and gave him 
two angels, by the aid of which, and other gi fls and loans, he ru bbed along for 
three weeks. This kindness coming to an end, he was fain to leave the Master's 
Side, and to seek the cheaper hospitality of the Knights' \Vard, H ere he made 
acquaintance with the" Cella r, " the drinking-place, where a goodly cOl1lpan)' made 
music all day long wi th cans of beer, and whert: the smoke of tobacco ascended 
unto the heavens, like incense. H ere, tOO, he came across an old prisoner who 
entertained him with an account of the trickeries and cheateries practised not only 
on the unfortunates lying in the prison, but by the unfortuna tes themselves, 
H ere are two or three of his cases:-

The young gentleman newly come to London. H e is carri ed away by 
pleasures and amusements of the town; he longs to plunge into them: there are 
the women to be courted, as he thinks-to be bought, as he learns ; there are 
the gatlants of the tavern whose fine dress and sw,aggering speech he would 
imitate if he could. But he wants money. H e goes to a shop in the City and 
tries to borrow, H e fails, Then an honest broker-there is always an honest 
broker-catls upon him and says plainly that he can manage his affai r. They go 
off together to the same tradesman who hild refused before, but is now standing 
in with the broker. H e will advance the money if the borrower will s ign a deed 
and gel some one to be bound for him, The broker kindly agrees-the money 
is advanced, in goods which ha\'e to be sold for what they will felch, and the 
broker takes half for his share, \Vhen the time agreed upon in the deed 
arrives, the writ is issued and our young friend is clapped into the compter. 

\Vhen the young gentleman leaves the compter, his education is so complete 
thal he is ~eneral1y able to set up for himself in the profession of hawk. The 
pursuit of the pigeon by the hawk is not unlike later histories to the same effect, 
except that the hawks of the seventeenth CeOlUr)' hunted, like weasels, in 
companies. 

Many of the prisoners were brought there by their own contrivance and 
wish. Thus, a tradesman, when he found himself secretly in difficulties, yet openly 
in credit, went round the town and bought a thousand pounds' worth of goods here, 
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another thousand pounds worth there j and so on. Then he sold the whole. 
not in his shop, but privately, and put the money in his pocket. I Je then shj(tt:cl 
his lodging and sent round a private friend to his credi tors, begging them to 
take the goods he left behind him in discharge of his liabilities. Perhaps they 
did, in which case he was clea r, with all that money to the good. Perhaps they 
arrested him. It mattered lillie to him. He had got that money. J\([cr a year or 
two the credi tors g rew tired of wa iti ng; they then tOok what they could get and 
let him go. 

Another trick, practised this lime by young gentlemen. was to get arres ted 
for a pretended debt of five or six pounds. Their fri ends paid it ; the prisoners 
came out, and received the money for which they had been put into prison. 

Another class of prisoners was those who gOt arrested a little before Easter or 
Christma£ (or a pretended debt of thirty shillings or so, and went in to the common 
side, because at this time of year the legacies dropped in. It must be remembered 
that in the bequests of the time, it was as much the fashion to remember the poor 
debtors as it had been two hundred years before to rcmemlx:r the fivp. orders of 
friars. They then came out wi th the ir share of the bequests. 

A fourth class was that of the gallant gentlemen who were in request for some 
brave deed on Newmarket Heath, and contrived to be brought here, where no 
search was macie, until the storm blew over. 

As regards the legacies, the keepers made use of them to get their debts 
paid ; for though the mone)' was left for the poorer debtors only, they took some 
of i~ for the K night's \·Vard, on the pretext that the residents there were in debt to 
them. Sometimes the keepers themselves were hoist by their own petard. For 
instance. they were liable for the custody of every prisoner to the full amount of 
the debts for which he was incarcerated. A 1 the same time it was their cllstom 
to go abroad wi th the prisoners. one at a time, charging two shillings for a single 
walk ; in order that the latte r might call upon his friends and get mane),. Now 
on one occasion, a young fellow was brought in unti l he should find bail; it was 
a case of paterni ty and the parish wanted the father of the expected ch ild to 
bear the burden. The man persuaded a keeper to take him out in order to look 
for bail ; ran away; made good his escape; and left [he keeper, with whom was 
associated the book.kecper, to settle matters with the parish. T he eVent brought 
twins; it is pleasant to relate that the keeper had to pay for one child and the 
book.kceper ror the other. 

The New Prison, Clerkenwell, first built toward the end of the seventeemh 
century. was rebuilt in J 775. on the site of the older prison; again rebuilt in 
1818 and in 1845. It was closed i ll 1877. Howard descri bes it as it was in the 

~><' .-",- J 776. The niglll.rooms were furnished wi th barrack beds; the day- room 
L ""w the men in their ward- and also for the women in theirs-was a long low 

,0 
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.ned with .. fireplace in it The women slept in unventilated cabins or cupboards; 
• • 

the windows had no glass j there was plenty of water. The chapel was common 10 

the prison, and the Bridewell stood beside it j there was no infirmary. In the 
keeper's house there was a bath. The tap-room wali not open to prisoners. who 
took their drink at a wicket The number of prisoners varied from rUt)' to ninety. 

The Bridewell was a crowded and miserable place. I n 1753 there were 
191 prisoners, as many women as men. The womc!1 had to . sleep in dark and 
unwholesome night-rooms; mallY of the prisoners were debtors committed for 
fortr days by the COUyt of Conscience. In the men's infirmary in . January 
one man was dying, with little or no covering; five more were sick; in 
the women's infirmary twelve were I)ring sick in their clothes, either on the 
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bare barrack bed or on the floor, Many of them complained of sore feet, which 
had lumed black. 

The hislory of lhe Poultry Compler has already been given (p. 589). but I give 
here in addition some details as to its internal arrangements. It was for debtors 
and felons both. The number of felons (average in seven visits) about eight; 
the number of debtors about fifty-eight. There was a tap-room in the prison; 
there was an infirmary; there was abundance of water ; the prison was kept quite 
clean. The prisoners were allowed to walk on the leads i the felons were kept 
separate from the debtors; they had a day-room for men and women both; and 
two sleeping-rooms for men and women separate. In 1776 there wcre 52 debtors 
who had thei r wives and J 63 children with them in the prison. The prisoners 
had each a penny loaf a day j the sheriff., sent in 32 Ibs. of beef every Saturday; 
and Messrs. Calvert and Co. sent in two barrels of small ale every week. 
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At th.e .beginn ing or .,this century there were, on an average, about 33 debtors 
in this place beside the felons. On Neild 's visi ts at that time he found Iivjng in 
the prison ten women, wives of the debtors. and fifteen chi ld ren. Drink was 
Ilowing all day long. The leads were used, as in the old Ludga te prison. for 
exercise. The house, as has been said, was in a most ruinous condit ion in 1803; it 
was then shored up with props in many places, and in 1804 it became so dangerous 
that the prisoners were removed to the Giltspur S treet Compter, while thei r own 
prison was put into repair. T he criminals and felons, however, were soon sent 
back to their old quarters, of wh ich a large part had been pulled down. In ,8'3 the 
building was fi nally taken down and the debtors removed to Whilccross Street, 
now also puIJed down . Boyse, the poet, was a prisoner in this wretched place. 

VJhitechapcl Prison was a debtors' prison for Stepney and Hack ney. In it were 
confined persons whose debts were over £2 and under £5. all poor and miserable 
men ; there were generally abou t twcn ty.five prisoners. T hey hung out a bcgging
box in front of the house, a,nd this brough.t them in a rew pence daily. but no one 
could share who had not paid the keeper's fcc or half-"'a.crown. In '7n, out of 
twenty·seven persons. only three had paid this amoullt B), an act or Parliament 
1782, it was ordered that no debtor should be confined to this prison for morc than 
one week for ever)' pound of debt. T his act vi rt ually closed the prison. I n April 
and December 1782 there were no prisoners: in August and October 1 ;83 there were 
no prisoners. T he keeper had a licence, and used ( 0 allow men to come in from tbe 
outs ide, drink, and play ski n les, in the coun, as ir he kept a common public-house. 

In \Vell Close Square used to ex ist a most remarkable prison. It was a public· 
house kept by a Swede. T he house contained a court·room for the T ower Hamlets; 
the garden of the hOllse was converted into a prison. yard, I 16 feet by 18, latticed 
overhead. The prison rooms consisted or a day. room (or closet, Howard adds) of the 
liberal dimensions of 5i x J! feet .. with a doorway." Overhead were th ree nigh t. 
rooms. Allowance from a penny to twopence a day. No straw. Only an 
occasional prisoner was found here, and in 1782 the prison was ruinous. 

Another small prison was tha t of S t. Katherine's Precinct. It consisted of two 
rooms, one above and one below, but there were seldom any prisoners. The Savoy 
was \l military prison. 

Newgatc prison belonged especiall)r to the criminal side, but there were 
always a large number of debtors confined in it. Let us he re consider only (he 
debturs'side. Between 1800 and 1807 the average number of debtors was ~O l. By 
the Insolvent Act of 1793 some 25 LO 50 per cent were year after year discharged. 
There were charities and doles to a conside rable amount for the relief of the debtors. 
Many of the Cit), Companies gave money .. UlJ victuals. \Vriting in 1808 Neild 
gives a short list or debtors still in prison for debts of the most insignificant descrip.
tion. Thus :-



'19'1 1 ....... 1Iea • 3 
WiD_ C'.ou,.b .1 ,. 4 
T'bomu blackburn , ·1 6 ,. 
IJeIpe , 5 6 ,. 
Arm James , 3 S ,. 

• 791 Charles Burnet 3 
,. S ,. 

Thomas Blackburn , 6 8 ,. 
Elw.~h J rvine J 9 8 8 

1799 Caleb Only 3 9 8 ,. 
T. Dobson , 6 8 ,. 
John Hyder 3 

,. 8 8 

Two of the eight separate wards were allotted to debtors: (I) the main yard 49 
feel long by 32 feel wide, with three wards and a long room capa.ble of accommodating 
ninet)" persons; (2) the women's yard with twO wards capable of receiving twenty
two persons. There haa been known to be 285 men and forty women on the 
debtors' side, 

Tothill Fields Prison containcd- 1800. 1808-00 an aver<lge fIfty-seven 
df:btors. There wcre also wards for vagrants, for cases of assault and battery, and 

• (dr the punishment of apprentices. The prison was well washed and cleaned with 
ppt)' of wdter. There was a male and a female infirmary. Tothill.,Fields Bride
~tI, contained a number of prisoners varying from thirty-eight in 1 i74 to 
ninety-two in 1 i83. The prison is well spoken of as clei\ll, regularly washed, and 
airy: the prisoners themselves were made to wash. There was 110 infirmary 
for the women, and sick women were lying on the floor. Adjoining this Bride. 
welt was another ~mal1 prison appropriated to women, but originalJy put up in 
place of the old Gale House, \Vestlllinster. 

Let us now cross over the river and visit the prisons of Southwark. Truly 
the Borough was liberally provided with prisons as with t3.verns. In the words of 
the \\'ater Poet :-

Fh~ 'pyles or pri501tJ a~ in SOlJllu, .. ark 1,I"cod; 
The Counu~r, orn:c St. Mlorgarct'. Church defaced i 
The \lar.ohalsta, the Kin.'. Bench, ADd White Lyon. 
Tlu:n there'", the Clinke lII'hert'. hAndsome lodging. be ; 
AJld much good may it do them all (or me. 

The King's Bench Prison, though a larger place than the Fleet, and perhaps as 
old. for there was a prison here from time immemorial, plays a less important part in 
history and literature than the Fleet. \Vhy this should be so it is impossible to 
explain, except that the Fleet was at first considered as a pan of the King's HOUIeI 
of \Vestminslcr. \Ve have seen that the warden of the prison was 111so warden 0(. 
the gate or the palace, and lhat prisoners of the Star Chamber were taken to Ib<~'~ 
Fleet. The King's Ilench Prison stood in low and marshy ground, but IwI 
advantage of open fields at lhe back; fields that were included in th. Rul ... 
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those who cnjoyerl the 1ibe"y of the Rules could walk in the open country. It was 
possible, and a common practice, to exchange onc prison for another, ~o that a debtor 
could get change of air and of companions by payment of certain fees, 

The list of worthies who illustrate the annals of the King's Bench is meagre 
compared with that possessed by the Fleet. Tradition gave to tlle King's Bench 
lIenr)" Prince of \Vales. History gives it John Bradford, the martyr ; Edward 
Cocker, arithmetician; Lord Rushwortb, Clerk of the Parliament, died in 16<)0 i 
Christopher Smart, the poet, died here j Theodore, King of Corsica, was a prisoner 
here; Baxter was confined here; Smollett; Combe. author of Dr. 5}ltlax, was 
confined here; here \Vilkcs was imprisoned for twO YeJrs, and here were imprisoned 

TOTHILL YIIU.IJS IIlmCW£LL 

Cochrane, .\ftcrwards Lord Dundonald, Haydon, and \VilJiam Hone. 
Wf:: find the following notes in SLOW and Strype ( I i20), \101. ii. pp_ 18, 

On this prison 
19 :-

"The prisoners in this prison of the King', Uenc:h lI'ere (onnerly not only re:strnined of their liberty 
but were furthL ... punished by rea.sol'l of the straitness of room; there being a grtal mAny marc about the 
middle of Queen Elil3,bcth's reign, CODllnilted there than befote, 3S we.1I for debt, trespass as other QUsn: 

by rtason of which, Ilmightening and pestering one 3nother, gt'C3t annoynnces and incomeniences grew 
among the prisoneTS, lhat OCCAsioned the death of n13n),. So lhat within six years last past (it \II":IS now 
ahout the year 1579) well Ile:tr an hundrw persons died. and bet~'ecn Michaelmns and Mareh about a 
dozen pel'sons ; besides othen thM had been extremel), sick And hardly recovc~; and some. rtmained 
Ilitl ltu:k nnd in danger of their lives, through a certain cont:tgion. called the sickncss of the house; which 
maoy timCIi happened ambng them, engendering chien),. or mther only of the small or few rooms. in 
retpt..'Cl of the 1'I'I3n) Ix:-rsons abiding in them j 3nd there, by W:lllt of air, brc3thillg in one anOlher'to f'ac:es 
.1 they la)" which could not but breed inrection; opcci.llly when :tny infectious ptnOn Wti reruo"ed froll' 
ochu prl5On!l, tbither_ And m:any timet it w happened, n3mely, in the summer 5ClI.SOo. tbat throu.gh .:tnt 

air, and to (l\'oid smoldering, they were foreed in the night-time to cry out to the marshal's servnnts to 

.~~=.::::.:open the doors of the wards, thercby to t:ike air in the yard Cor their refreshing. Whereupon these 
~.~ .bout March '579, put up :l ['Ietition to the Lords of th: Queen'.Io Pri,'Y Coondl, setting forth 


