
CIIAPTElt VIII. 

THE GU~TOOR CIRCAR, BAZALET JUNff, AND THE NIZAM. 
1lIE ORIGINAL POLICY AND INSTnUCTIONS OF THE 
GOVEltNOR·GENEHAIJ, 1775-1777. 

,V E may now proceed to ,consider those public 
measures which have been i'epresented as bearing 
upon the general afI'airs of India, and to ,vhieh. 
it ,vas originally sought to attribute, in great 
part, if not entirely, what ,vas called the great 

. confederacy , which resulted in the invasion of 
the Carnatic. 

Before entering upon these charges of 'the 
Bill, it is iU11)ortant to notice, that in later times 
it has been still further sought to criminate Sir 
Tlfoluas l~llmhold hy laying' to his charge the 
rec4uetion of the }'reneh fortress Mahe. This it 

appears afforded· IIyder Ali a subject of ·com-
... plaint, of 'Yhich he availed hhnself in order to 
Justify the execution of projects ,"vhich many eir
cumstances concur in proving had heen deter

mine~ on. long h€fore. Ascribing this measure, 
howeve:.., especially to Sir Tholnas Rutnbold is- a 

~ '" late notion. N" obody at j,he time laid the ~esponsi-
bility upon him. "Then the war with . ¥rance 

\ "" 

,vas declared, the news was communicllted to 



'Madras througJ1 ~olll:bay, and th,ence to Bengal. 
~;l " I 

It is a fact well authenticated, that it was deter .. 
, , 

mined in England that all the French settle-
nients shQuld beereduced, and instructions arl'ived 
irnmediatelya,t Madras to begip. with the capture 
of I> on dich crry, if it was considered -tlley had 
force sufficient to ac~omplish it. 

That the expedition against Mahe was not in
considerately resolved UIJOll, will appear from 
senne extracts which are here given from the 
!linutes of the Pre~ident and of Sir Eyre 
Coote :-

N ovelnber, 1718. -" The President recolllmends 
to the serious consideration of the Board several 
points before any expedition should be set 011 

foot for the reduction of Mahe." Among others, 
"Whether it will not be prudent ttl wait llntil 

• • 
we hear from Hyder Ali, and until ,ve l~ave 

nlore certain accounts of the disposition of the 
, . 

Itajahs whose countries border upon Mahe, and 
through which our troops must march? Whet
ther, if the French froll?- the islands, on he~in:g 
of the reduction of Pondicherry, should 'ht}ve 
landed a body of troops at. MaluS, befor?, the ar .. 
rival of our squadron ar.td land forces there, our 
detac1:ment, maJY not run a risk of being aef~ateQ. 
bya sllperiorEuropean force," &c" 

G 
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Again, on the 4th of J anuar~, "The situation 
of affairs, the distress we are in for. money, and 

• 
the uncertaiij.tyof what steps may be taken by 
the French or the country powers, or, in parti
cular, by Hyder Ali, who does not seem to be "well 
pleased with our conquest of Pondicherry, makes 
it appear tOr me imprudent to move from the 
seat of Government at this juncture." 

And on the 14th of January, "Our corre
spondence with IIyder Ali has not been attended 
with that readiness on' his part which we 
expected from him; but I am persuaded we 
should not lose sight of the object, and nothing 
will so effectually bring it about as sending a 
suitable person to him. A proper pretence may 
be made use of, and we shall be able to judg>c of 
his intentlcflls. It is better to know him for an . . , 

ene~y than a doubtful friend; and I confess I 
shall be uncler some apprehensions for our 
detachment now proceeding to Mahe, unless we 
are assured what line of conduct he .means to 
observe." When, after a renewed solicitation 
from the President that ITyder would allow an 
intervie-',y to take place, the reply was decidedly 
hostile, it was a subjec~ of serious rleliberation 
whether the expedition should be recalledlt . , 

The President set before the Commitiee all 
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themost'tntporta}ft reasons fOT and against the 
recttl. ,He concludes by saying, "I have ever 
considered the alliance with. Ifyder Ali as our 
first and princip'al object; in tl{at ,o~se Mahe 
would f~ll into our hands, of course, uI!d every 
view of the French be entirely frustrated. One 
circumstance I must ~tdd, which is, if we desist 
from I>rosecuting the· expedition, it is l>robable 
the factory of Tellicherry "rill fall into the hands 
of the~'rench." 

Sir Eyre Coote gave his opinion at length, and 
concluded by saying, "U pon the whole, as 
things are at present situated, I am against re
c!alling the expedition," &c. 

A n the circumstances relating to this 
affair, with the deliberationR of the Council , 

of Fort St.· George,.. are fully atd fuY.-13 
given in the first Report of the Committee. of 
Secrecy. 

In the second Report of the Committee, truth 
and fairness are sacrificed, and the Report be
comes a personal censure of "Sir Thomas Rum
bold. 

In the transactions relatjllg to the" Gun-• • 
toor ,Circa.r, and the N~zam of the Deccan, 
in. reg~rd to whieh charges were alleged 

• • 
against .Sir Thomas Rumbold in the' Bill, an~ 

02. 



"which remain to be more ' fully desc~ribed, 
Sir Thomas Itumbold was nearly 06ncernecl with 

Mr. IIastings. It is a task which of necessity 
. ( 

devolves upon one who 'would' give ' a ' ~rue ac-
count of 'this port'ion of the history, to show, 
that, anl0ng '. the dal'kel~ shades which belong to 

the charactbr of that celtbt'atcd lnau, Inust be 
(-

reckoned the conduct he pursued throughout thf~ 

course of'those events. 
'Vhen the calamity of the Carnatic ',val' took 

place, the cause of ,vhich is a, probleul in hi~ .. 
tory never entirely sol ved, if the measures of 

::Mi'. Hastings wore to be exelnptcd froln all re
proach, on another the blaIne must fall . 

. The policy 1.1.1'. Hastings had pursued, w he

ther skilflllly devised or not, had been unsuccess

fRl~' and, ~t was early kltown to ltiln, threatened 
very disastrous results; it had eSI)ecially COill

I)romised. hinl with the N izam of the Dec·can. In 
the embarrassments in which he was involved, 
}tIro Hastings allowed hirnself to disavow, on the . 
most shallowpl'etext, the part he had originally 

tali.en in the affaIr of the Guntoor Circar ,when . 
it was ~first c:ontemIHated in J. 775; and also the 

formal sanction he gave to the Treaty for the 
. . . ' , " . 

~ession 'of it to the COlllpany, as, sulnnitted to 

linl by the })residency of lIadras in 1770,wl1e,n 
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he revised each article, and added to them others 
of his Ollrn .. Mr. Hustings tbus prepared the 
1vay for l~epresenting this- affair as a principal • cause of the confederacy against the English, 
'which resulted in the inyasion of the Carnatic. 

It is also certain that all the accounts of those 
times that ,have beeb transmitted to us, are to 

• 
he traced to the represcntation,,' lundc by Mr. 
IIastings to th~ Court of Dircc·tor!--, and sub ... 
&cquently adoptcd hy the Conlnlittec of Secrecy, 
nlthollgh they ,vere contradicted hy facts and 
dates that hnrl paRsed through their bands, and 
are still to be seen in the A ppendices to the 
Reports. 

It is ulueh to be deplored that Sir Eyre Coote, 
who formcd onc of the Board of M ndras, and co-• operated in the affair· of the Guntoor Cir'Cttr, 
should have beell, after the invasion of the Oar
natic, so infiuenc(Jd by Ml'. IIastings, as to follow 
and support llinl in his assertions, and to de-

• 
nounce this Ineasure for a reason that sounds 
strangely fron1 S:r Eyre Coote, "that it 
thwarted IIyder, who hail vie,,~s upon the Gun
toor for hitnsf'lf." I 

.. Supplementary Appendix to tile Second Report, and repented 

elsewhere. In prtvate {lOr 'espondcnce of the time there is much 

proof tlnl'l Sir E.rr,~ ("oote was a man 'of most honourable and 
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Leave then the whole responsibility of this 
affair upon Sir Thomas Ruml)old, and admit that 

it thwarted IIyder, can any fu~ther vindication 
be needed for the policy of sccuring to the .Gom
pany this ilnportant district, considered tll(~ key 
of the Carnatic, and 'which was in fact their own, 
by arming It against himfl? It is khown that 

• 
Hyder had it in view to extirpate the Nizam, 
and nlake a partition of his territories: since 
Hyder had no claim upon the (}untoor, the pos

session of it by the English tlnv:1rtcd him, inas
much as it stood in the 'way of these projects, and 
of his immediate design upon the Carnatic. 

But Sir Eyre C,)ote l)rOceeded to a still niore 

extraordinary assertion. In the same letter to 
the Directprs, we find him say, that "it was 
kn.6wn as a thing certain that at' the time th~~ 
Treaty was carrying on with Bazalet Jung, 
Hyder would have entered into an alliance 

generous, although sometimes hasty, impulses. It is apparent, in

deed, from his nn~ry and reiterated demand, that the refusal of the 

President of Madras to sbnd a body-guard to Calcutta from the newly

arrived regiment, gave him g;rcat umbrage. With all allowance for 
r 

this, and for the pressure of ditpculties opening upon him in that 

disastrous war, it is still hard to- believe that Sil Eyre Coote really 

dictated the representations we find given in the Reports of tile 

Committee, and whieh were sent to the Directors, &c. • 
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offensive n,nd defensive ,with us."· Was it for
gotten by Sir }jyre Coote, and did the Secret 
Committee, in adopting' this declaration, over-• look, that at this very time, and before this time, 
the letters from the President to Hy.der men
tioned above, requesting an interview, &c., had 
been communicated to the Board, tr>gether with 

• 
Hyder's evasive replies? 

A history of these transactions, substantiated 
by the original documents or by full references, 
is su l)j oined. 

As far as relates to the affair of the Gllntoor 
Circar, the words are, for the most part, those of 
Sir Thomas Rumbold, and are a part of his 
" .. ltnswAr to the Directors t and to the Committee 
of Secrecy," of which "Ans·wer" mention has been 

• • made. The statement commences by citillg those 
Articles of the Treaty between the Nizam and 
the Company in 1768, which bear upon the case. 

Upon the construction of these Articles, Sir 
• 

Thomas Rumbold proceeds to say, it is clear . 
• Supplemental Appendix. to ·8ecoAd Report, No, 9, and 

repeated elsewhflre. 

t It will be obberve~ throughout the statement given from Sir 
• 

Thomas Rumbold's namltive, the references made by him are to 

the Reports of t\te Committee of Secrocy. The references to the 
Minu tel of Eviuerlce are added by the compiler. 
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3~ha~lf·Baz.alet Jung sh'ould raise ,disturlnln@s" 
",6r giveprotectio~, or assistance, to' anyenom.ies 
:of the Conlpahy, the ComI)any, were' at liberty 

, ' ( ' ' 

immediately to take possession 'of the , Gllntopr 
" ~ , 

~irca.r, ~itl)out any reference or apI)lication to 
'the Nizall1. 

Noone Article of tlle Tlmaty ,vith the N lzf.m 

'was so hnpolitic as leaving the Guntoor CircaI' 
in the' possession of Bazalet Jung. "Va had it 
in our po,ver to make ,yhatever terIns ,ve, pleased. 
We had attained a decisive , advantage in the 

war, and, by l:nal'ching a detachnl~nt of t,l'OOPS 

towards the Nizam's capital, we had in a nlanner 
compelled hin1. to sue for l)eace . 
. The Guntoor Circar nearly joins to the Cudcla
pah country. A small portion of the Carnatie 

( , " 

rulJ,£ between theIll, and, .. stretching eastward t()ii 
the sea, cont.ains one of the most commodious 
ports on the coast, called Mootapillee; it ,was 
there the French always landed their troops and 
stores. Thi$ Circar divides the Carnatic frOl1l all 

our northern possessions, which would 'otherwise 

run in 0:n~ continual chain from Cape Comorin 
to Cuttaoh; we, therefore, bv this concession 

• • 1; , 

made to the Soubah, left it in the power of a , 
~ . ..' .' 

very doubtful friend to obstruct OU1'(, commulliea~:' 

tion. The Guntoor Circar contains many.strong · 
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-posts and small forts in the hands of Goyern .. 
ment, whereas in all the other Circars the forts are 
in the hands of the Zemhldal's ; besides ,yhich the 
river Kistna bouD,ls it to the nortlnvards, a river 
at particular tirnes of the year broad and rapid. 

In the year 1775 the Board of Madras, -at that 

tirne under the Presideney of' Mr. '\Vynch, w'ere 
justly alaruled by fI'equ~l)t letters fi-oIn-the Coun .. 
cil of l\iasulipatanl respecting the l~rench force 
., 

stationed in the Guutoor, which -was receiving' C011-

tinual increase, and was, they represented, becorn
iug dangerous to the settlernent. A reference to 

the numbers G7 -78, in the Appendix to the 

Second Itepol't of the Committee of Secrecy, 
will show the whole correspondence, and what 
passed in the year 17'75 relative to the }'rench 

troops and the necessity of obtaining' thEtGuntoor. 

Circar for the Oompany .. 

The Comnlittee of Secrecy observe (Second 
Iteport, page 2841) that, "In the ,vhole course 
of this correspondence, it appears that the 
Governmtpnt of Madras, as\vell as the GovernoI'

General and Council, never lost sight of the 
Tl'eu,ty of 17G8; but, on the contrary, that they 
made the N iza rh -the princl pal party in the 
negotiat.ion." ~, however, we examine the cor· 
respondeilce tLl.attook place between the two 
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presi.dencies, it will appear that theGoyernor~ 
General and Council are uni.forr~ in stating the 
forfeiture of 13azalet J ung, and our i'ight, in 
'consequence, to take possessioll of the Circar. 

'In June, 1'775, in consequence of the advices 

thev lrad received, the Board of Madras first 
of 

·took the matter into consideration, and they 
agree (Dide 68, Appcndil, Second Iteport) "to 
endeavour at obtaining from Bazalet Jung 
Mootapillee and the other villages, or, if l)racti
cable, the whole Circar, at a. certain reserved 

rent to him, \vh.ich shall be mutually agreed 
upon for that purpose." And they agree to 
write to the Governor-GenerDI and Qouncil, 
fully stating every circumstance. In this letter 
they .I>al'ticularly say, "Th~lt the only luode 
whieh ()<t~urs to us for ohviating .the damage to 
"b~ apprehended, is to prevail upon Bazalet Jung, 
if possible, to give up the port of liootapillee for 

an adequate aeknowleclgluent; or, if practicable, 
the 'whole Circar upon the saIne terms; or that 
he will admit of' its being protected for him by 
the OOlnpany, 11e being at the expense ,of tht; 

" force crnployed on that service. W e mucl~ 
doubt that ,he will be bl'ought to consent ,. to 
either of the above p'ropositiolLZ1 ; but tbe evil 

consequences to be, feared, should\he continue us 
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heretofore :to increase his force, and by such 
. means "give, the. }"rellch a perlnanent footing in 
the Circar, are too evident to be pointed out." 
On "the 5th of July, the Governor-General and 
Council wrote an answer to the M~ad.:r.as Presi .. 
dent, . in which they rccoll.llnend the most 
spirited measures to' be taken, and that the 

,; 
Nizam ,vas to 1)e considered, let it be observed, 
qnly in tlte second instance. 

"FORT WILLIAM, JuilF5tll, 1775. 
" AF'l'Elt weighing maturely the subject of the 

advices, ,ve have come to the resolution that no 
time is to be lost in endeavouring to relnove the 
:Prench from the Guntoor Circar. It is manifest 
to us that the number of foreigners entertained 

fi, 

there by Bazalet J ung, and the c·onsiuera.ple 
supply of troops,. cannon, and aml1.1unition, lately 
sent there, are in consequence of a concerted 
scheme with the }'rench to secure to them the 
poss~ssion of that province, and to put them in 
a condition to attack our possessions in those 
parts w"ith advantage on the fit-st favourable op
portunity. At aJl events; "we d~em it highly 
impolitic to ·1lLve the French in possession of 
thei .. port o.f ~{oota:pillee, which affords them so 
free arrd easy a communication with those coun-
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try powers ,vhO ll1ay be supposed to entertain 
the greatest jealousy of the growin'g infiuen~e of 
the British nutiol1. \IV C Inc-an Nizam al !iuick, 

• 
IIyd~r Ali, and the Mahrattas . 
. " For these rpason~, and seeing that we have 

the sanction of a reversionary right for interfer
ing to secu~ the indeponch)lloy of that distdet ; 

• 
lve authorise you imlnediatf'ly to take suoh steps 
as lUtty be neoessary for that effect, and recom
mend that you form a body of troops, if possible 

in conjunction 'with the N aboh of Arcot, and 
march thern hnmediately to the f"ontiers of the • 
territory of 13azalet (J ung. You "will then ac-
quaint him that, Reeing he has applied for tho 

assistance of foreign troops, those of the Com
pauy are come to h1111 for that p1f1'p05e, as v{oll • as..to secure thc reversion 'of that Circar to them; 
that you insist upon the inlmediate dischargp of 
all foreigners fl'on1 his servieo; in failure of 

which, you win si~ni(y to hilu that your troops .. 
will talH~ I)Q~"e~si()ll of his country, and that you 

'will endeavour by a l1l'g'oeiution with the Nizam, 
either by the o1icl' of the whole revenues or .. . 
utherwise, to . obtain lhe inul1Q£liate cession of it 
to the Company. 'rIds is the ~"tneasure which 
suggests itself to us ate present a~ the nlust .. ex .. 

pedient in this afI'air. We dQ not me'an ex .. 
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pressly to direct it, but?nlyto giv~ our sanction: 
to yourundertakin g it, supposing you should 
(hink it advisable, (onsidel'ing the g'eneral po~ .. 
ture of affairs in~ the Carnatic. 

",;\r. lIAS'rINGS, 
.-

IL ItJ\ltWEL:L, 

tJ. C.lu\ VEltING, 

P .. PRANCIS, 

r~· }\. ·'1'0' NS'ON ,,* "~l..... ......l .. 

'U nfortunately, the l'ccornnlendation or the . . 
Council of Bengal was not iUlInediatcly followed. 
Tinle ,vas suffered to l)ass away in consultations 
'with the Nabob of Arcot and unnecessary 
debate. }-'rom the Itth of April, 1775, when the 
subject first engaged the attention of the l">resi
dency, no re1'o1'011ce had been. Inude ~o t,he~i
~~am. The Board had considered tholllsel yeS at 
liberty to treat directly ,vith I{azalot J ung, in 
the way of amicable negociation. On the 14th 
of August, G'eucral Snlith ,vas desired to make 11 

returp. of the forces in hand; and stated it' equal 
to the (?bject, in case Bazalet. Jung should not 
accept the terllls. Yet they hesitated to carry 

• 
into exec~tion .these. hostile measures. Some of 
the, Boarcl ~).f.tl~f ol,inion that the Nizam should' ., 

1: ~~.!ooud H . .3port, Appendix., 71. 



be 'applied to in the first instance, and his influ

ence with his brother (Ba,zalet Jung) desired, t6 
ino.uce him to dismiss the French troops.' They 

.. , 

,consider, moreover, that an uIJplication to Bazalet 
J"ung wOJlld be ineffectual to secure their object, 
as it might lead 11iln to, seek thc furthcr aid of 
m ercenarie& to resist their tdenulud. 

On the 13th of Septon} bor it ",vas resolved to 

address the N izaru, and a letter was accordingly 
w'ritten to hilll by the President, in ,vhieh e0111-

plaint ,vas made of the conduct of Bazalet J ung, 
as an infraction of the treaty of 17G8. The letter 

concluded by saying, "When your highness 
shall have considered the reversionary right 
which the Eno'lish have to the Murlayalu:.l,u·ur o 0 

.~ or Guntoor) CircaI', and. that they might, con-
for{Mably to the terlllS of the Treaty; take posses
sion of that right, you ,vill acquiesce in my 

insisting upon Bazalet J"ung agreeing to one or 

other of these two propositions :-]'irst; to let to' 

the English the ,vhole of the Circar at an annual 
rent; or, secondly, to dismiss the Europeans 
from your service; and trust to the Company for 

the protection. of the country." (~ 

On the 13th of September, th~ Presidency of 
Madras also acquaint the Governoh.General and 

• :M.inutes of Evidence, p. 844. 
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Council of. :aeJigalwith their having written to 
the Nizam, with a full stat~ment of their rea .. 
sons for having done so. * The G overnor-G-eneral 

• 
and Oouncil made reply as follows :-

"",\s we observe you have addressed Nizam 
• 

Ali Cawn in the terms we had. sugg'ested for 
rClnoving the Europerns out of tl\e G-untoor 
Circar, and securing the reversion of that district 
to the COInpany, we shall wait to hear the result 
of that letter before Vire send you any further 
ir.l.structions on this head." t 

During a long interval that intervened before 
the arrival of the Nizam's answer to the appli
cation of the Board, the subject was again 
brought forward by a motion of Sir Robert 
]'letcher, then Commander-in-Chief, to this 
effect :-

'. 
"That the letter last received from the 

Governor-General and Council of 13engal, under 
date of October 23rd, ought not to have pre
vented our adopting immediately the measure 1 

recommended in their letter of the 5th of July, 
b~cause it appears to me nothi\lg more than an 
unavoidable acquiescence in ~he letter this Board 
had written to ~he Souhah, (i. e., "tp.e Nizam,) 
without cont~1f(ing anything that can be con-

• Seco~ Report, Appendix~ No. 74. t Ibid., No. 75. 
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str.ued US an ap.probation vf t~is Board haviJ,lg 
declined to follow the' jdoa recommended hy thA 
Governor-General and Council. Bazalet JUllc)"S 

~ 

present preparations for ,val', and his cOl'respond .. 

ence with the Ih·(·neh, givp lne apprehensions that 

cV(']'Y <l~llay Inay add to the evil. I consider the 

N i:aun 111 his hpal't as 'wishing hi:s broth~r's 
• • 

remoyal fl'01n the Cil'ctll'; hut we should Hot havo 

put the que~tj()n to hinl ........ . 

"Frequent iufOl'lllution has been received of 

the prejudice 'we havo sustained froll1 the eneou

rao'Plnpnt ')'ivon by Dazalet J UD b()' to the desertion o ... b 

of our Europeans." *" •...•... 
Othor InCHl hers of the Board take a sinlilar 

. 
VIew:-

"'Vo should. have sent an inlmediatf' force. 

B~zalot fJ\lng has 1>1'Ok011. his Treaty. Mootapillee 

is of essential auvantage to us. '\\7"e must resume 

it upon the law uf self-defence ......... Let us 

adopt the l'CCOlllTI1Cndation of Dcngal,-take the 

'country first, and Inake it up to Bazalet after

wards with a rent or I>ccuniary equivalent." t 
This In~)ion ,};as negatived, as is observed in 

the Rel)ort of the C9mlnitteo of' Secrecy, but the 

• Minutes of Evidence, p. 353. 
'\ 

t Messrs. Johnson, Mackay, Jourdan, ali~ Brook. Second 

Report, Appendix, Nu. 75. 
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reason is not there assigned; namely, ,\ that, 

having written again to Bengal, it was deemed 
expedient to wait the tiovernor-General and 
Council's reply." But on the same day a second 

motion was made for imlnediatc action., when, 
the Council" finding it diflicult to frame a letter 

agreeably to the different opiniol1s .which had 
apJ)eared in that dats debates, it was agreed 
that a copy of their proceeding's he transmitted 
to the Governor-General and Council for their 
opinion." 

On the 20th of November, 1775, arrived the 
first answer from the Nizam; evasive, as had 
been predicted by Sir Ro bert Fletcher. Of 

Mootal)illee, not a word; hut he has desired his 
brother to send inyay the trool)S, and he WIll 

impound the r3venue of. the villages al!otted for 
their pay. lie tacitly admits that what the 
lotter of Madras had imputed to him, and he 
now oifers to redress, was a violation of treaty; 
for he says, " Our treaty shall be kept to a hair's • 
brearlth." 

The Board of Madras transmit this letter, 
which they represent as indirect and evasive, to 

• • 

the Governor-O-eneral and Council, and wait 
their reply. (hi the 2nd of January, 1776, Lord 
Pigot hiJving arrived, and taken charge of the 

H 
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. government of Madras, au answer was received 
from the Governor-General and CQuncil, and wfls 

" 

read at the Board. I t was very full ,and con ... 
clusive, and is here given at length. 

'~FORT WILLIAM, })ecernber 11.tlt, 1775. 
" As, you have resolved to suspend tak~ng any 

t c 

measures for the re1110va}, of the forei gner~ in 
Bazalet J ung's service until you receive further 
instructions from us, 'we take the earliest oppor-:
tunity of conveying to you our sentiments, to 
enal)le you to proceed without loss of time in 

~ 

this necessary business. In our letter of the ., 
5th of J"uly last, we left it open to you to take 
possession of the (j-unttlor Circar, unless 13azalet 
J ung should hnmediately consent to dismiss all 
the foreig .. lers in his,service. Wit!10Ut positively 
directing tho measure, 'we authorized you to 
carry it into execution, if you should think it 
ad visable, considering the general posture " of 

" affairs in the Carnutic. 
" By the ans'wer of the N abo b N izam Ali Ca'wn 

to the Ietter ,vhich your J>resident wrote to him 
I 

on that occasion, ,ve perceive he engages that his . 
I , hrother ~hall remove l~is foreIgn troops from the 
sea-coast to Adoni, and to stop the revenues of 
the villages allotted for their pay. If this en.; 



' gageme11tb~fulfflled, and i1;"we are put iIi pos~ 

ses'sian ofMootap~llee, the object of 6urfirst 
instructions will . be 6 btainAd; if · not, we still 
continue , to allow you the same latItude to take 
possession of the Circar, which we gave you in 

• 
our letter of the 5th of July. In the first case, 
we think it proper tp assign the r:evelluesof 
MootaI>illee to Bazalo~ Jllng, after defraying the 
extraordinary eXI>enses 'W hich may be incurred 
l>y tllat service; and, in the second case, to grant 
the revenues of the Circar to the Souhah, [that 
is, the Nizam, or N aboh, Ali Caw'll, now written 

• rtf 

Ali l{han,] ,vith the like reserve for defraying 
the expenses: but in ,either, our yielding up the 
revenues is founded on the r supposition that 
BazaletJung, or Nizam A.li Cawn, respectively, 
do not oppose you in these operations.' '* . . 

In the disturbed state of the Presidency 'of 
01 

Madras that followed the arrival of Lord Pi got, 
the matter was suffered to rest here. 

• Second Report, Appemlix, No .• 78. 
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CHAPTER,_ IX. 

THE GUNTOOR CIR CAR, BAZAIJET JUNG, AND THE NIZA1L 
PROCEEDINGS AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF MR. (SIR ~'1IIOMAS) 
RUMBOLD AT MADRAS, IN 1778. 

ON the arrival of l\ir. r(not yet Sir Thomas) 
Rumbold in l\iadras, on the 8th of February, 
1778, not one step had been taken in this im
portant affair. The Nizam had paid no regard 
to his promises: although he had engaged (as 
is observed by the Committee of Secrecy, Second 
Iteport, p. 23) that his hrother (Bazalet Jung) 
should reUlove tho French troops, and stop 
the revenues of the villages allotted for their 
pay, tl1e<-l engagement 'Yas not fulfilled. The 
possession of Mootapillee, the first object of the 
Governor-U eneral and Council's instructions, 
was not obt,ained; consequently the same lati .. 

, tude from the Governor-General and Council to 
take possession of the Circar still remained; and 
the giving any part of the revenues, either to . 
the N izam or 13azalet J ung, was to depend on 
"neither of' them, respectiv~ly, opposing our 
operations.' , 

\ II 

From the time of the arrival of Lorg Pigot, 
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the Government of Madras, almost wholly 
engaged in attending. to the c~ntentions of the 
Nabob of l\.rcot and the Rajah of Tanjore, had 
ceased to regard the growing influence of the 
:Prench to the northwar<is. It cannot but ap
pear extraordinary that the Governor-General 
and CounciJ, who saw ~he affair in sci serious a 

• light, whose duty it W'ab to watch over the power 
of our national enemies, and i 0 preserve the 
l)Cace of India, should have suffered ahove two 
years to elapse without inquiring what had been 
done with respect to the instructions they had 
sent. But the ruinous scheme of subjecting the 
Mahratta State to their views, and the conten
tions of their own Board, in consequence of the 
many expedients resorted to, distract.d their 
attention from dangers, which, although at some 
distance, were always to he apprehended. 

If the removal of the French force in the 
employ of Eazalet Jung, and the attainment of 
the Guntoor Cirear, had been thought objects of 
so great importance by the J)residencies of Bengal 
and Madras, in time of profound \peace, of how 
much lnore import.'lnce must the ~ffair have 
appeared to Mr. Rumbola, with advice of a 

certain war, anJ under all the circumstances of 
the case I 
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Hyder Ali was known to be in alliance with 
the French, and the SouJ:>ah Nlzaln Ali 'was 
more in their interest than ours. Hyder had .. 
taken advantage of our troubles with tIl(' Mah. 
rattas to stretch his conquests to the northward, 
and wanted only the Guntoor to open Ito the 
French the prospect of becoming formidable in 

(I 

that part of India, "There their influence before 
the l)eace "Tas very great, and where they still 

had many attached to th0111. 
Accordingly, on the 10th of J nly, 1778, the 

President clltCl'c(l a lIinute on the subJect 

in the Military Department. So far was }fr. 

Rumhold from entirely setLing aside or passing 
l)y the Niz:uu, notwithstanrling that he IHtU 
failed i~ every ~ngagem(\nt, and that the 

Governor-General and ·Couneil's letter of the 
11th of Decmnher, 1775, 'would have authorized 

the Presidel1ey, in consequence of that failure, to 

have possessed theillbPlves immediately of the 
GUlltoor CircaI', that he particularly recom

mended that, in the first instance, a 1etter should 
be written to lfim on the subject. 

The Committee of Reerecyo indeed, observe at 

page 24 of their Second Report th:1t, OIl the 10th 
of January, 1778, (a month before Mr. Rum-

• 
bold's arrival out in Madras,) "The ~resident 
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. 
8tldSelect Committee exp~es8ed tlleir conviction 
Qf the evil tendency of the influence of the 
:E'rench with .Bazalet J-ung." T~lis, however, is 
a mistake, as there was then no Select Com
mittee. It was, as has been said, Dn the 
10th . of July, 1778, that 1\ir. Rumbold 
entered a Minute to .that effect, fully stating 
every circumstance thttt had conle to his know
ledge relative to the French troops, and the 
necessity of putting an inllllcdiate check to their 
growing po wer. The Board concurred unani":, 
mously in this ol)inion; and it was :rcsolved that 
a letter should be written imnlediately to t;he 
Soubah Nizam Ali Ctnvn on the subject, which 
was done accordino'lv. " 0 tI 

The whole of the Governor's Millut~ is given 
in the Appendix,N o. 79, in the Second Report 
of the COlnlnittee of Secrecy; but no notice is 

to 

taken in the Report of the letter 'written to the 

Nizam in consequence * 
It was resolved also that Captain Barclay, the 

Commander at Ongole, be directed to stop all 
Europeans going into the G-un~oor Circar, and 
send them to the ~residcncy: 
. -- The Nizam never answered this letter . 

. ' 

• Thj,s letter t() the Ni1.um is ill the Minutes . of Evidence" 

p. 8.65~ 

• 
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The siege of Pondicherry took place sonn after 
it was written;. an(l he waited to see the 
event. 

In less than' a ,veek after this resolution had 
been taken lJY the President and Board of .. 

f 

Madras~ orders arrived from England for form-
ing a Select Conlmittee, ·with extensive po-wers , . 
for transacting all politicttl affairs on the coast 
of Coromandel, and for comlnencing hostilities 
against the }"rench; and, if the Select Conl
mit tee found, upon a review of the naval and 
military force on the ('oast, that they were 
equal to the utten1pt, fh{'y were to begin with 
the reduction of IJondicherry. Sir Thomas 
ltumbold states, tL~")t Sir Eyre Coote, heine
called upon before he 10ft England, gave it as 
his opinio\l that the f()rc~ upon the coast would 
not be suffici~nt for the purpose. 

Upon receipt of the Conlpany's orders, mea
snres were takeu to accotnplish an ohject of so 
great hnportauce. Troops wpre called from 
every part to form a sufficient army; and 110W 

the mistaken I)91iey of suffering the. Frenoh 
troops in the Gl{utoor Circar to remain 

• and strengthen themselves, as they had done, 
was very manifest. Instead of following the 

\ 

spirited and proper directions of the G~vernor .. 
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General and Council, the Government of lIadras 
had contenteu themselves with trifling debut(3s 

and unnecessary letter~, to 'which thpy received 
trifling answers and professions 111cnning nothing. 
Without calling the chief part of the forces from 
the Circars, ,ve had not sufficient to attpillpt the 
siege of Pondichf")rry ~ and, conscqllrntly, our 
northern possessions ,~rpre suhjPctcd to SOllle risk, 
especially fro111 the ,Pl'('neh troops under ~fons. 
Lally, who ,,'ere roady to takc any advantage of 
our dofenc-eless situation in those parts. 

'r]ulY "were now evidently supported by the 
Government f)f Pondicherry; and l\f ons. dc 
TIellecolnhe furnished all the officers under 
Mons. Lally 'with C0l11111issions from the French 
king. It was tl10ught neccssary to form a de-

• tuehment of all the rel1Jahling troops at the dis .. 
posaI of the Company that could be spared frOUl 
the different garrisons to the northward, leaving 
in thClU a scanty nUl11her of I'u"r recruits, scarcely 
enough, indned, for the COlnl11on duty. l.'lH; 

• comnland was given to liajor Mathe'ws, an ap .. 
proved officer, and he 'va~~ order,cd to 'watch the 
motions of lions. Lally's party, and to l)rcvent 

• 
his making any irruption Into our northern ter-
ritories. N o~witilstanding this detachment, l\ir. 
Rumbold "ras not free from a})prehensions of 
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Mon$.. Lally's party * pro-ving. too strong;~ lQ}! 
the force at his disposal, and requested of ithe 
Governor-General a reinforcement, to insure the 
,safety of our northern possessions. 

It ,vai Sir Thomas Rumbold's impression and 
belief, to the best of' his recolleet~on, that the 
Select Committee of' Maocas 'wrote to the same 

effect. ~Ions. Lally, however, did not ~hink 
proper to ris}\: his force against the detachment 
under lfajor J\[athe~Ts. Pondicherry fell b?fore 
the COllll)any's trooI)s; and after the surrender 
of Pondicherry, the French factory at Mah6, and 
the French force to the nortlnvtlI'd, fonned the 

. only interest of that nation l'e111uining in India., 
and both hecanw objeets for the attention of the 
Madras Govel'nrnent. , 
, Successful 111easures ,yore taken for the reduc .. 

tion of1\Iah6; and the r01110vo.1 of the }-'l'cnch 
from' the borders of the Circars, by depriving 

our national ellmnies of the I)ro~peet of eshtb .. 
• lislling a footing in that quartcl', ,vas un doubt-

tedly a point of greater consequence than even 
the reduction of Mahe. IIavi:qg I)ossession of 

* T~e num bers 'of the party 1!-uder Mons. I,Jully are unde.rl'ated, 

lis described by 'Mr. Mill; they consisted of. three thousand two 

hundred and fifty, of which above five hundred ,were Buropeans • 

. -Evidences,· p. 861. 
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1J1e Guntoor Circar g~ve a certainty of exciuding 
the French from any communication either wit1) 
13azalet J ung, the S<;>ubah, or any of the Rajahs 

or tributaries to the northward. 1 twas imr)OS-
• 

sible to divine that the Bpngnl Gov£rnment 
would persist in tho rui110us war vdtll the 
Mahrattas, at thp ]laztird of Ollr OWl~ security in 
every part, and under such cireu'mstances of 
hostility ,viih the different powers of Europe as 

rendered it prohahle the ]~rcn('h ,vould endeavour 
to recover their footing in India. 

Aftc)r the SUIT('uder of Pondiehcrry, Bazalet 

Jung sent a Vakeel to Madras, alld, of his o'vn 
accord, proposed the delivC'ring up of the Circar, 

and dismissing the French troops from his serv
Ice. This W"(l8 a point the two J>rcsidcneies had 

" been long lahouring to. ohtain; aHd nothing but 
insanity could have led the Presiueney of' Madras 

to decline the offer. }fr. RUlnLold acquainted 
the Board, on the 30th of November, with the 
proposal mad~ by Bazalet ,J ung, (vide ' No. 8(1, 
Appendix, Second l-teport,) and at the same 

time gave his sentiments on such articles as he 
judged might for~n the foundatio~ of an agree
ment to be made with him. These articles were 
transmitted. to Bazalet tT ung, the 22nd of De
cemher, for his consideration. A letter was 
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agreed at tl1e same time to be written to the 
Governor-Genoral and Council, advising them 
of 13azalet Jung's proposal for a Treaty with the 
Company, and of the ans,ver we had sent to 
lihn, and desiring their opinion on the su~jeet. 

The part of the letter relative to the T,reaty 
with Bazalet J ung was as follows :-

Extract of a letter from the Madras Presi

dency to the Governor-General and Council, 
dated December 31st, 1778. 

"ON referring to our records 'we ohserve that' 
in the year 1775 several letters were written to 
you from this Presidency on Ute subjcct of the 
French troops in the service of :Bazalet ~T ung, 
stationed in the Guntoor Circar, and sUI)plied • with 'warlike stores through the poi't of Moota-
pillee. It appears, however, that this business 
was not prosecuted by this Government further 
than by a correspondence with Nizam Ali Cawn, 
which ended in nothing. As 'we arc thoroughly 
convinced of the necessity of removing these 
troops from the service of Bazalet J un g, ,ve have 

lately taken u;P t!le Bubje~t again, ' and having 
. received certain proposals from him relative to 
the Guntoor Circar, 'we returned such an answer -, 

. to them as we thought necessary for th& occa-
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sion. We now enclose cOllies of those paper!; 
for your information. By letters from your 
Presidency, dated July 5tb, and Dec~mber 11th, 
1775, we find ample authority from you to the 
former Government to proceed i11 effecting the 

• 
dismission of the French troops by Treaty, or in 
any other manner they' might think rroper. As 
so much time has elapsed since, ,vc havc thought 
it neces~,ary to apply to you again on the sub. 
ject, and request you will be pleased to favour 
us with your sentilnents upon the articles we 
have proposed to l~azalet J ung, and your sanc
tion, jf you approve thcm, to enter into a rrreaty 
or agreement with him. 

"rr'nOMAS It UMllOIJD, 

E YltE COOTE, 

II}~CIOH Mu'NRO, 

J. 'VHITEIIILL, 

C. SMITH."· 

The Niznm had taken no notice of ~{r.· 

Rumbold's letter to him of the lOth of July; 
but after the reduction of Pondieherry, he ·was 
written to again to ::Icquf1int him with that 
event, and to express the l">resident's surprise 
that he had not ans,vered his former letter. 

,. 
* Appeadix, Second Report, No. 81, 82; EviPences, p. 869. 



·fJ:hisproduceda 'reply,which, 'ho'wever, was , not 
'received unti~ the 4th of Februa.ry, 1779; and 
this letter 'was still more evasive than those 

preceding. * 
,"I I>crsuaue myself," says Sir 'l'homas :Rum~ 

bold~ ""1 have now fully shown that it was 
n.ot possihle to effect the rC1noval of the French 

' . " 

through the IneallS of the ,Nizt11n, who was hiIn

self a favourer of t~eln, and that nothing 'was 
hastily or ,Yantonly undertaken by the Presi
dency of l\.t:adras; but that they acted on the 
most mature eonsidel'ation, with the '~iew 
entirely t.o rCluove the influence of the French 
frOln Hindostan." 

'1'he Governor -G'ener-al and Council's answer 
to ~lr. Itumbold'g letter of the alst of Decem .. 

ber, is dated the 25th ~f J a~uary. They per
fectly understood at that time the full extent 
of Presiuent ltumbold's letter to them. They 
make no mention thenlselves of the Nizam. 
tBazalet J ung alone is the person to be treated 
with. They COlnnlellt particularly on each 
article separately. SOlne they correct. The 
letter is as follows:-

• 
, "In regard to the. alliance proposed to be 
f~rmed with llazalet J ung, we highJy approve of 

* See ,Minutes of Evidence) pp. 365,'-365. 



tbemaasures in general, and leave it to you to 
negot,iateano; finally "conel ude a . Treaty with 
him. That you may hB acquainted with Qur 
sentiInents, as far as the materials 8ul)plied .by 

you will enable us to forln thetn, * ·we shall make 
such remarks upon tho different articles "'Thicb 

y~u have proposed to Bazalet tT ung as occur to 
• us on the I>crusal of {\l.eIn. 

":Pil"stly. Quota of t.roops of every dellomin~. 
tion ". to be lnaiutained by the Cornpany for the ,. 
service of the chief, should be lnentioned. And 
these are recommended to be restricted as lnuch 
as possible to natives, that your European force 
may not be weakened by this alliance. 

"Secondly. 'rhe subsi.ly for them should be 
fixed at the utmost expense that w"ill pi'obably 
be incurred, and the surplus or deficichcy ought 
to be on the part of the COlnpany. 

'.' Thirdly. rrhat the troops shoul{} 1)0 confined 
. . 

* Of these cautious exprcssil)ns the Chlvcrnor-General after-

wards availed himself when he denied his pilrtiejpation ill thig 

transaction; but was there any deficiency of information? It hilS 

been shown that th~ 110ard had in 1775 forced every circumstunce 

upon his attention, and , all their d:Jlieulties with regard to the 

Nizam, and lIe had -cut ~he knot H~ld repeated the recommendation 
. ' . 

before given. By a l"eferellC~~ to' dates, it will appear that Mr. 
Hastings's m.easures had already brought llim into diffir'ulty with 

the Niz~\m; did he so earh provide for future contingencies? 
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to the defence of Bazalet J ung' s country is 
proper. 

"Fourthly, &c., &c., &c.-proper,-proper, 
& ~,:;: c. 

It luight have been thought incredible that a 
public body, like the Council of Bengal, liable 
thus to be dctected fropJ. their o,vn records, , 

should I)retend that when they "gavc thl~ir 

asscnt to this 'l'l'caty bejng concluded with 
:Ba?:alet J ung', they had no nlure of the pro
ceedings of the ~1:adra~ Presidcney l)efore them 
than what 'was contained in the letter of the 
31st of Dccelnher, 1778." Yet this is ,vhat 
actually happened. 

" Before I proceed L-'- state what follows," says 
Sir Thomas, " I shall heg leave to introduce an 
extract fr~m the Governor-General and Council's 
letter, dated October 10th, 1780, w-hen they 
began to be alarmed for the consequences of 
their ill-judged ~lahratta war, and the distress 

they had hrought upon the Company by ex
hausting tlleir treasure and l'eS01rlrCeS, and 
dividing their forces, in the most ,vanton ann 
inconsiderate mannc.r, and which induced them 

• All the article!:! are thus revised and appr{'\ed in detail by 

the Governor-General and Council. See Appendix, Second Report, 
.... 

No. 82. 
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to t.hemean a,t-tempt to deny their o'vn acts, ill 

hopes of deceiving the public, and turning off 

their 'attention from tho real canse that threat

ened the loss of Asia to the British EIl1pire." ;It 

" It is true," says the Governor-General, 

"that in our reply to your letter of the 31st 
of Decemher, 1778, ,~herein you ~irst Inen .. 

tioned the Treaty TfV ith Bazalet ,lung, we 

gave' our assent to it genera.lly, Wl;lich by no 

means implied that extent of latitude which you 

have taken, but required to be used with reference 

to. the condition on which it had our original 
sanction, and 'W hich, witllout any declaration on 

your part, or any authority expre,ssed on ours, 

ought always to be understood as the sUI>crior1 
indispensable, and I)CJ~manent conditioll, in nIl 
negotiations; and in all nets of Government, thE 

faith of Treaties actually existing . 
. " The following extract of a letter from this 

Presidency, dated October 23rd, 1775, is intro .. 

duced here, as l)roof what our sentiments then 

were on this subject, and is a part of the corrc~ 

spondence quoted by you, as conveying , ample 

authority to the thep. Go,;crnment to. proceed in 

effecting' the disrnission of tJ1C }\'cnch troo})s 

from the service of Bazalct tTung,' by Treaty, or 
" . 

.. ~ir Thomas' Humbold's ManuBcript Defenr.e 



'114 CHA.PTER IX. 

in any other manner they, might think 

proper :--
'" As we ohserve y.ou have addressed the 

Nabob Nizam Ali Ca,vn through your Presi

dent, ~n the torms we hall suggested, for thp 
renloval of tIle Europeans out of tho Guntoor 

Circar, and for tIle purpose of obtaining his 
consent for the rpvl'l'sion of that diRtrict to the 

Company, we shall wait to hear the result uf 

that letter before we send you any further 

instructions on that head.' " 

""711en, tlH'refore, ,vo gave onr assent gene
rally to th~ tcrnlS of the ~'reaty nunkell out in 
your ]{'tt{'r of DpC(~nlher 3] st, ] 778, we had 110 

more of your I)1'ococ11ngs he-foro us than \vhat you 

had ch({~ell to Inakc kno,vl1 io us in that lotter, 
and thos0 fOrnlf'd, of Gourse, the linlits of OUl' 

aI)prohation. 
" ,,-r C knew 110t thnt you had 'wholly oTI1itted 

the N aboh Nizarn Ali Cawn in the negotiation; 
we could noi, tlwl'eforc, authorise 'what you had • 
conceale<l fron1 our knowledge. 

c, You havp ll1ade ordprs for cmnmcncing 

hostilitie'3, and you have pegotiated and con

cluded a Treaty of peace, 'without ihe consent and 
approbation of tliP GovPl'nor-Gel1cral and Council 

first obtuiIlo(l. But:is soon us .... "e", were ac-
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quainted witb\ it, and were enahled to give it 
our attention, we declared our disapprobation of 
it, and then first interposed our authority, to 

prevent it from taking effect, hy requiring the 
instant surrender of thc Cireal.' of Guntoor." * 

So wri~s Mr, Hasting's towards the close of 

1780. Nevertheless, t'le evidence and extracts 
we have already giycn prove inc()nt~~stably that 

the Governor-General and Conlleil had distinctly .. 
authorised the lVla,dras l>l'csideney to take posses
sion of the GUlltoor Circar hy foree, if 13azalot. 

Jung did not cornply with the demands nlade on 

him. Bazalet J~ung had not conI plied with tlIose 

demands; and the GoverJllnent of' 1\ladl'as was 

empowered, aft!'}' taking possession of tl~e Cil'car, 
to withhold all the revenues of it, hoth from the 
Nizam and Bazalct ,Tung, "if either of theln, 

respectively, gave opposition to the lneasure." 
Nothing can shovv Inoro clearly the light in 

vlhich the Njzuln ,vas held by the G-ovcrnor .. .. 
General and Council, than the instructions given 
to Mr. Elliot, when he "ras sent to treat with tlw 

llajah of Berar, dated July 18th, 1778, wherein 
it· is said: "1:he NizUIll .1'i.li Cawn has always 

* No. 100, A;)peniJix to Sceond Report of Committee of 

Secrecy. Tb dati' of this Letter is October 23rd, 1780. 

I 2 
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been connected with the French, {Lnd is now in 

close union with the Ministers at Poona." iii 

And so little attention did the Governor-General . 
and Council pay to existing Treaties, that in these 

instrud'tions to 1\11'. Elliot, one of the conditions 

by which was to be purchased the friind&hip of 
the Rajah' of Bernr, whs the recovery of the 

( 

conquests which had been made frOln his country 

by the Soubah Nizam Ali. "}1'or the 'whole of 
this proceeding," says Sir Thomas Runll)old, ,. I 

refer to the Bengal Records, now in the India 

House." 
Mr. IIollond, wlwn deputed to the Nizarn 

from the ~I adras Pl'Psidoncy, 'was particularly 

directed to state fully to him what had passNl 

relative ·~o the Guntoor Circar with llis brothel', 

and to endeavour to ()btain his good offices for 

the conlpletion of the arrangements proposed 
with respeet to it. This 1\11'. llollond neglected 
to do. 

By th(lse instructions Mr. :Q.ollond had an 

explicit authorHy and direction to cOlnmunicate 

the 'rreaty to the Niztlln, and to 1)rOC11re his 
concurrence. t 

, 
• Sixth Report, AppendIx, No. 70. 

t Instructions to Mr. 1Iollond, (Appendix, No. 85,) and also a 

letter from the Prcsi(lt'nt to the Nizam, in which lit refc.l'J) him to Mr. 
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. . 
I t is, said it'. the Second l~cport, p'l.ge 24, that 

" on the 22n{l of April, :tI\uch about the time of 
concluding the Treaty with 13azalet J ung, in
structions were given to Mr. IIollol1d," &0., &c. 

Here is a double misrolJres('lltation. The 
Treaty was not Rig-ned until on or after the 12th 
of May, 1779. (Soe At)pendix, N o. 9~; also No. 
105.) ~fr. IIolloud had lefi Madras in Fehruary 
or MUl'ch; his instructions 'wore completed the 
25th of February. As to Mr. Hollond's vague 
assertion, "that he was informed that it would 
be useless for him to mention the agreement with 
Bazalet J ung," (which forms an allegation in the 
lteport,) not saying hy' whom he was told, or 
where, Mr. Hollond was never so told by the 

President ur the Committee, and his stitement is 
in absolute contradicticn to his instructions. * 
Hollond for full explanation respecting the Guntoor.-Evidences, 

p.373. 
In a letter from Bazalet Jung to the rrcsidcnt, given in tho. 

First Report, ApPtfudix, No. 36, he complain". that" the person 

sent by the ComI>any to His Iliglll'cSS (11d not endeavour to recon .. 

cile this business to him, which mig1lt have set aside aU his 
• 

doubts." I?or further and fuller cXJ-lanation as to Mr. Hollond's . 
instructions on this and 'other poi!J t ". the reader is referred to the 

next chapter, p. 180 . 

., Appendix, No. 95; also No. 100. Also Consultations, 

Apptmdix, tNo. 112. 
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I t is'made a ground of cOlnplaint Ulat theT"reaty· 
was concludod in April, yet that the Governor

"General and Council were not advised of'it until 
December. A lottor fronl the President and 

Council. to tho Governor-Goneral, acquainting 
him with troops being sent to Bazalet Jung-, in 
consequenc9 of tho late negotiations, which was 
substantially a cOllununication of the ccnnpletion 

of the Treaty, (this letter is dated -April 231'd., 
177Q,) concludes trith desiring the Governor· 

General and Council to favour the Presidency 

with their sentiments anel deterlnination upon 
the matter contained in it as soon as possible. 
Yet to this no answer was ever sent. * 

The seventh charge of tho I) jJl , that otfence 

was given\ to ]]yder by the lnareh of the troops 
over part of IJis dOlniniol1~, Inay 11t:1'o be noticed, 

but need "110t detain us long', It is sufficient to 
if. 

say that the pass through which the troops wer~ 
t to go was an open pass, previousl~ to the recent 
possession obtained hy IIyder;. but yet the 
passage through his country had been anxiously 

guarded against, and was only resorted to as a 

matter of absolute 'necesHit.y ; t that there was 
. ~ . 

:jjo Evidences, p. 385. 

t (( Every subaltern in the army might have known i' (the 
., 

Directors say) "that by crossing the Kistna twice, Hfder's terri .. 
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no expectation of opposition from him;" and 
furthermore, "at, to avoid all cause of offence, 
Colonel Harpur was directed, before his march, 
to give notice to Hyder's managers of the dis
trict, and acquaint them ·with his obje0ts and 

• 
destination. The last order to Colonel Harpur, 
directing him to proceed, unless he should Ineet 

• 
with great or in~urmountable obstacles, ,vas 
coun ter.manqed. 

In Sir ThOlnas Itulnhold's defence, as given 
substantially from his ovvn Inanuscript in the 
last chapter, he docs little 11101'0 than point to 
the difreront articles of the evidence that had 

passed through the hands of' the COlllmittee of 

toties might have been avoided." 13ut TIazalet .lung, in a letter to 

Colonel Harpur, says, (Evidences, 1'. :3~I9,; dated .June-26th, 1779,) 

" I have received yonI' arzee, in which you informed Il1C that you 
had receIved a letter from the Governor, ordering you not to 

march by any road through Hyder' Ali's country, or that of the 
" :~abob NizC1m ud Dowlah, but to mareh by any other road, if 

there is any. The rivers are swelled. It is proper you march by· 

the Gaut of Atcoor; you would otherwise be obliged to cross two 

or three rivers. The road of Atcoor is now clear and free, as I 

wrote to you, since Hyder's peoplE: have left it. But as the 

Governor has wrote in this manner t() yf~U, I have !-lladc inquiries for 

another road. The head Hircarnihs of the Circar have been sent 

to conduct yon:' &c., &,('. 

* Apn~nclix, No. ;)6. 
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\ 

Secrecy.. With this con~plete chain of cvid~nce 

before tIl em, ,vith a know]edge tof the corre

spondence hptwccn the I30ard of Mndta~ auu 
Mr. IIastings in 1775, and again ill 1779, could 

that COlumittee honestly ass('rt that, under tIle 
• 

directions of the GoverIHH·.Gelleral, "the l~izttln 

had be(,11 l11ade throughout the principal party 
in the negotiutioll ~ ., 

Let it here be added, [lnd be noted, that the 

Court of l)irpctol's were constnntly advised of 

the IDC'asures of thp Presjdency ,,~ith r('g~rd to 

Bazalet ,J ung, as is fully set forth in the 

Appendix, Second Itoport. 

When apprized of th(' cOllclusion of the Treaty 

of 1778, the Court of -Directors rOlllnpl1drd the 

conduct of tho Presidency as "very nH~ritori
ous," and "the hints g~ven by the Governor
Genera] as very judicious." 

N ov('rth('l~ss, one of' the Resolutions brought 

forward in tho IIou~c of COlllmolls, dp('lared th~ 

,whole affair to hnye heen "a gross brr':teh of so

lemn Treaties, which stained tho llntional honour, 

and that Sir rrhOHWS Itulnhold was thereby guilty 

of' a high crime and ~isd(\rneanour." And Lo this 
was added in'the allegation or" the Bill, that" it 
was done in a clandestine, treacherous, irregular, 

tlnd unjustifiahlo manner;" but, as ~hc framers 
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of the Bill could not quite overlook that it had 

been sanctioned by the Governor-General, they 
ascribe to him some mcntH 1 reservation. " But 
it doth not appear," the Bill says, " that the said 
Governor-General intended, hy such approbation, 
to authorize concluding the said 'l'reuty without 
urst obtaining tll(' ('on~ent of the Nizam." 

In Mr. lIastiug's'stll'l'h ate ('orrcsfJolldence, as 
given by lVLl'. Glcig, he wl"ite~ this v('rsioll of the 
story (vol. ii., }J. 331) : -" rrhe CIrcaI' of' l\tlorta
zanagur, (or GUllioor,) fOl'eihly taken Ly the 
Presidency of Fort st. George, in violation of the 
Treaty of 17G8j has heen returned to its pro
prietor, and other means taken to conciliate the 
Nabob Nizam Ali Cawn, who was upon the point 
of declaring' ·war against us, and was t~c original 
author and instigator of the con~pirtH~y planned 
for our extirpation." * 

* We may open these pages and find llluch that is similar. An 

/lccount, written !)y Mr. Hastmgs to Lord Shelburne, is thus pre

faced :--" 1 will [lvail myself of the credit which I believe I posses; 

with your Lordship for veraCIty, and of the sure means which you 

have of detecting lllt' if I part from it, by aflirIlling, without a long 

train of argument to prove J.t, that I have never 1Il a smglc instance 

broken the faith of It Treaty.. .1 affirm, al~o, my Lord, that the 

invasion of the Carnatic wa~ llot cau.,ed hy the ~Lhratta \\<11', but 

by the knowu weakness of the Garnatic, f he dIssipatIOn of its 

forces, it~ n,OYcrty caused by private cmbelliemellt, and by a 
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How much trutll there was ill the first of 

these assertions has been shown; nor is any 
more credit due to the seconu, "that the Gun .. 

toor IJad been returned to its proprietor;" or, 

as it is ~xprcsscd in the Bill, " And whereal~' on 
the 12th of June, 1780, the Government of 

Bengal wrote a lettpr to t!w Seleet COIDJuittec of 

Fort St. George, notifyiIl<J their resolution to 

reinstate Bazalet tT ung in the Guntoor Circar, 

and requiring their ilumediate compliance; and 

Bazalet J ung was accordingly reinstated," 

&c., &c. 
Bazalet J ung neVt'l' was I'Pinsiated; he was 

shuffled out of sj~·l}t. ,,~(! (111)- hen l' that he died 

two years afterwards. 

The Gov(,l'llol'-Gencral, no longer so scrupu

lous of rrr~aticf' disrL'fl':1l'df'd the faith I)lcdo'od to , U I h 

Bazalet J ung, ,vhjeh uljght, at all events, have' 

demanded some <,quivalent; and the Guntoor 

CircaI' ,vas sufl'ered to relnain in the hands of the 
• 
general coufederaey formed against all the govcrnmcl1tq in India,-a 

confederacy which was the avowed act of tbe Nabob Nizam Ali 

Cawn, and declared b!J him to ltave been prompted by a ronsidt!ratiO'l" 

for his own .~ecltlit?J a[Jaiw;t. tltt> menaN'rl. hostilities oj the Presi. 

denc!l of lort St. (}eol'ge; that his reliance on the fn.ith and justice 

of this government had induced him to withdraw his support from 

this confederacy," &c. 
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Ii izam, even after Lord Macartney had formr-tllly 
desired to address him, and claim the possession , 

of'it for the Company. 
With regard to the third assertion of Mr. 

Hastings, that tho Nizam 'was the author .of the 
confederacy for the extirpation of the British 
ftom India, this part o( the history is involved 
in much obscurity. ·¥ossihly the truth was 
better known to Mr. llastill~>s than to most 
others, since it apI>enrs he had yery cnrly know
Jedgc of the existenl'(' of this cOllfcderacy.* 

* Letter from the Uovclllor-(Jcllcra) to the lJircctol's, Appendix, 

Sixth ltcport, No. 3u9. 



CHAPTER X .. 

TUB 1'RIlHJTE TO THE NIZAM Ol~ THE DECCAN. 

11' was made a charge against Sir Thomas 
Jtunlbold, that he soHcited, through 11is alnhas-

• <... 

sador, a renlission or ab~tement of' the tribute 
which the Conlpany had bound themselves to 
pay for tho Northern Circars. 

The often repeated story of the tribute to the 
Nizam of the Deccan may be jffiOre fully under

stood by tracing it directly from the Appendix 
to the Second Report of tho Secret Committee, 
than in following thp continuation of the manu~ 

script 'portion of Sir Thomas Runlbold's "Answer 
• to the COIDlnittee;" qr as it appears in the 

Defence 'by Mr. IIardinge, which i.s baseq 
upon it. 

Before entering upon this subject, attention 
should be dra\Yll to the low state of the Madras 
treasury, and the difficulty experienced by that 
Presidency in meoting the daily exigencies of the 
service. rrhis will .. he found described, in some 

degree, in the extracts from letters to Bengal, 
and to the Court of ])irectors, which are placed 
at the erid of the volulne. 
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From the manner in which this sul>ject has 
been treated, it might be supposed that the 
demand made for succour fronl Bengal was fron1 
the private resources of that Presidency; whereas 
it was a point admitted, that the other. Presi .. 
dencies should, at their need, he supplied from 

the richer treasury of .HengaJ. * At thiA time, 
when war was inlpen<.~ill~·, it had beon enjoined 
that e8pecial assistance should br afforded to 
Madras by Ben gal. 

. There is one occasion on ,vhich Mr. l\iill, in 

his history, has leaned to thr side of justice ,vith 
regard to the l)resideney of ~iadras. It is where 
he speaks of the exaggerated representations 
made by Sir Eyre Coote, on his return to Madras, 
after the invasion of the Carnatic. 

• 
" Not deficient, either ill thp virtues which 

• 
inspire affection or command respect, Sir EY1~ 
Coote, as he was somewhat disposed to enlarge 

* Extrart from Letter to Bcngal.-Evidcnccs, p. 506. 

" London, August 31st, 1778. 

" As hostilities have actually commellced bet wren Grcat Britain 

and France, and as we think it probable that our servants 011 the 

coast of Coromandel may stand in ncel' of m·sistance from you, we 

direct that you fail not l1pon tllfi: application ·to send them slIch 
assistance ·in m,mey, or otherwise, as the t'xigence of the ('nsc may 
re'Juire. 

"G u
r 

.. " & . n OMB~ELI., C. 
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in p~aise of himself, so was somewhat apt to 
indulge in complaint of others. In the letter 
which, ~fter his arrival in the Cal'natic, head .. 
dressed to the Directors and to the Ministers of 
the I{jng, he drew a picture, in the darkest 
colours, -not only of the weak and disastrous 

. condition into which thti country was brought, 
but of the negligence and~ incaI)acity, if not the 
corruption and guilt, of those servants of the 
Company under whose managen1ent such mis
fortunes had. arrived. It was, however, luuch 
more easy to point out what it "was desirable 
should have been performed, than, with the 
defective revenue of thePresideney, to have 
perforIncd it. 'l~hat Vrcsidency had repeatedly 

represented, both to the suprClue Couneil and , 
to the Directors, their ut,tcr incapacity, through 
·w~nt of monoy, to make any Inilital'y exertion; 
and by hoth had been left to struggle with their 
necessities. It ,vas the poverty of the Carnatic, 
'and the unwillingness of all parties to act flS if 

they believed in that poverty, 111uch morc, it is 

probable, than the negligence 01' corruption of 
the governn1ent, ,vhich produced the danger by 

. ..... " 

which all "were now alarlned." • 
But Professor "Tilson, in 11i8 edition of Mr. 

Mill. bas not let this pass. To a certair~ extent 
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he has been very candid; and, from his observa
tion of the evidences in defence of Sir '.rhomas 
Itumbold, has vindicated him from some of the 

charges which Mr. Mill has btought forward, 
fl~esh from the hands of the Direetors; but bad 

• 
Professor Wilson followed up this course, he 

would necessarily have)nculputcu lir. IIastings, 
between whonl and Sir Thomas Humhold thore 

nlust unfortunately he ahv[lYs an antagoniS111. 
Froln this point, thereforf', Pl'OfeS801' vYilson 
closes his eyes upon the ]~vjdenees, and with a 

disregard of the ncknow"ledg'pd furt, ,vhich was 
also proyed tlllcl brought forward in one of Mr. 
Dundas'~ l~(,Rolutjons, before the 11 ouse of' COlll

mons, by a calculation based upon the lAt twelve 
yeal's, * "thnt tho revenueR of the l)l'osidency of , 
l~ort St. George "were ~arely ::,ufiiri('nt 10 support 

a peace cstahlislllll('nt," Pl'Oressor V\Tilson Inukc~ 
this comnlent upon 1\1 r. l\fill's statC111ent, (chap. 

v., I>. 143) :-
" If the poverty of the Madras Presidency wa~ 

the consequence of mismanagClnent and corrup
tion, it only aggravatnd their culpability. 'rhe 
resources of the Carnatic ,,:orc sufficient, if pro

tected against the prodib'aI;ty of the N ahob, th,.e 
rapacity of his EuropoatJ adhef(-~nts, and the 

... See J>J1l'1iament.nry R('cor<l~, vol. xxii., p. 1318. 
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ignorance and vCllality 0f the Company's ser
vants, to have 1lluintained the Presidenc.v i,n a 
posture respectable, if not formidable, to its 
neigbl)ours." 

It was at this time of cxtrenlC enlbarrassment, 
• 

when, as ,vas afterwards descrihed by Sir 'l'homas 
Rumbold. in the IIouse of Commons, * "the , 
troops having heen paid f(a~ one month, he knew 
not f1'o111,vhencc the Inoncy ·would be supplied 
for the month following;" tlwt three applica
tions were made by the Nizam fOt, the discharge 

of the tribute for the Northern Circar. This 
tribute had fallen into arrears before Sir 'rhOlllas 

l-tumbold cnterod upon tho goverIllnent, and, 
with th~urrent tr:bute, ~nnountcd to a sum the 

Presidency was unable to pay. t .. 
While some writers have sufficiont acquaint-

• 
mce with the earlier part of the history to agree, 
that" the view taken by the Governor," ,vhen he 
described this tribute as "unjust in its origin, . 

and a sacrifiee of the rig'hts uf the Company, 
was supported by reason," yet it is baid, ,. 'rho 

application of it can only be ehal'tlctcl'ized as 
dishonest and disgru,e·eful." 

'* "The army consisted of thirty thousand men. It rcqllirl>d 

sevenlacs a mouth to pay the'." 

t See l)arllamentar,v Ht'gistel', vol. xxii, p. 1285. 
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Had these writers explain~d wherein the con
duct of the Governor was dishonest and dis
graceful, and what method they would have 
recommended. in this case, it ,yould have' set 
their own opinions in a clearer light; hut the 
best ,yay is now to tell the true story of the facts, 
with the attendant CirCl.lJ.11stances :--

The Nizam had deu1anded the payment, 
and it has been sho,vn that there ,verc not the 
means of satisfying his deluand. ],'roDl Bengal, 
in answer to a statement of this very diffi,culty, 
the Government of Madras were told that l1C) 

assistance could be afforded. Sir Thomas 
Rumbold knew that his administration was 
shortly drawing to a close. lIe luight possibly 
have evaded tho payment a little longer, apd left it 
to his successo!' to battle: with tho difficulty. But 
the time seemed favourable to thro,y off so heavy 
a burden; altogether, if possible; or, at any 
rate, to make all: effort to reduce the anlount. 
The time appeared favourable, becauso, from bad 
seasons, and other causes, the revenue of the 
Circars had fallen so short, that this formed a 
reasonable plea for urging the felllission at this 

juncture. The time appe;red f(.\.Yourahle: also, be
. cause the Nizilln had, by his concluct, infringed 
the 1-'reatll w-hich assured this trihute to him, and 

K 
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the Presidency of MadraB ill ight have been 
ju~tifiod in withholding a payment which, they 
had grounds for supposing, would furnish an 
enemy with means to be used eventually against 
thP1TISol ves . 

• 
The method pursued waR, in fact, ,vhat had 

heen drawn out by the original negotiator of the 
Treaty (General Cainand~. 

In a lettor, on record. * he stated "this eon
cession to the Nizam as purejy nominal, ealcu .. 

lated more for homage and ilattl'1.'Y to his pride, 
than recompense or paynH~nt; and that he" 
(General Cailland) "entertained no manner of 
doubt, that when an opportunity may oifer, to 
make tlte giving it (liP an act of his OlOn, he will 
no longer persist in it." t 

~ 

I t had been deemed necessary, on several , 
accounts, to depute a person to the court of the 
Niznm. ffhe person selected for the mission was 

Mr. IIollond, in 'v hose good faith Sir Th omas 
Rumbold appears to have placed entire reliance, 
and also t? have entertained a high opinion of 
his abilities, since luuch discretionary I)ower was 
intrusted to him. 

* "Extract of a letter from General Cailloud, rort St. George 

Mlhtaty DepaltmCl1t, December 8th, 176ft"-E\Tidences, p. 397. 

t See also Mr. lIarclingt:'s Defence'of 8ir Thomas Rumbold. 
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Mr. Hollond was instructed to "explain what 
had taken place with Bazalet J ung, relating to 
the Guntoor Circar ;" and he ,,-as the bearer of 
a letter from the President to the Nizam, in 
,vhich he 'was especially referred to for -a full 
explanation on that point.*" lIe ,yas also to 

endeavour to obviate UDY unfavourable impres
sion that might have b~")en caused by the march 
of a large body of trool)S froru 13engal, across the 
country, to Sur<.tt. The conduct of the Nizam, in 
having hitherto disregarded t he repeated de
mands made to him, to obtain the dismissL)n of 
the }-'rench troops from the service of his brother, 
was so great an infringement of his engagements, 
that the Presidency of Madras doemed it a suffi

cient reason to allege for the paylnent of the 
tribute having been deIa.yed. Mr. IIollond ",-as 
desired to give this explanation, and, at the samp. 
time, to assure the Nizam, " that, in full confi

dence of every satisfaction being !livPll witltregardto 

the French troops, the mOIH:\y should be duly paid." 

Mr. IIollond was also directed "to convey 
every necessary information to the Governor
General and Council as well as to thenl." Ina 
suhse,.quent lettpr, Mr. IIoilond was desirpd "to 

endeavour to engage the Soubah to take IHtrt in 

EVidences, p. 374. 

K 2 
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defenc~ of his brother, and to prumote 'in him a 
disposition- favourable to th.eir vie,vs." Great 
stress has been laid upon the direction given to 

Mr. IIollond to nlake this assuranee of payment, 
on hif; first arrival at IIydrabad;' while "yet 
tho same Board, hy suhsequent crodentiuls ·to 
the SaIne Aluhassador, iRsisted upon the relnis

sion of the tribute." 

~'hel'e is· Dluch fallacy in this representation. 
The Board never did insist upon the remission; 

and the conditional assuraneo of payment 'vas 
not inconsistent 'with a request that tho creditor 
wou1d rmnit the debt. It ]11U8t be remembered 
that the assurance .was c}':pressly declared to be 
upon condition" of full satisfaction being given 

with rogard to the t1'0(1)8 in Bazalot J'ung's ser

vice;" an d that this 'was iUlnlediate1y followed 
by a COI11111Unication fron1 ~1'r. IIollond, that the 
~.French troops had'· only loft their former position, 

to be received by the Nizam himself. 
When apprized of' this fact, :'1, strong remon

strance was addressed by the Couneil of Madras 
to the N izanl. The Presi den t ·wrote to this· 

effect: "I observe what your llighness has said 

relative to the French troops lately dismissed 
from the servi eo of l{azalet ~J nIl g'. Your IIigh
ness Inay well renlernh(:r that .repeated applica .. 



THE TRIBUTE TO THE NIZAM 13S 

tions were rnade to you to . 0 btain t.heir diS111is

sion; but it is certain that point was not eJfeeted 

until ~e engaged ,vith Bazalet ~Tung to supply 

him with a body of our own troops, on the 

express condition of his diselwl'ging ~ every 
Frenchman in his serviee. Ilavillg' taken so 

much pains to rClTIOVe tp.e 1)eop10 of that nation, 

with WhOlll 'we are at '(\'ar, fronl the territories 

of Bazalet tT ung, I cannot help expressing n1y 

concern, that these SalTIe people should find pro

tection and service fronl vour IIhdlness. Our 
tJ L.J 

wish was, that they should have been dispersed, 

and sent out of the country; but if your IIigh

ness entertains thCll1, they arc very little, if any 

thing, further reuloved frolH us, than they wero 

at Adoni; ann by being' kept together in your 

Highness's count.ry, they are nearly in the same 

condition to do us nlischief. I beg your lIigh

ness will understand nle .• I have the utmost 

confidence in your at,taoll111ent to the Company, 

but 1 fea.r it is not in your power to prevent 
these peop]e corresponding an(l intriguing ,vith 

their countryrnen, to our prejudice; and as it is 
not confornlable to the rrreaty, that your IIig-h-

• 
ness, who is in alliance" with the Company, 
should openly clleourage and protect their ene

mies, I Rope you' ·will cause .theln to he sent 
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out of the country, which will be 11 strong mark 
that your IIighness desires to live on terms of 
the strictest friendsllip ,vith the Company." * 

!fr. IIollond was also enjoined to urge, "that 
as the Vrench ,vere then the avowed enemies of the 
British nation, they should be directed to proceed 
to the sca-coast, that we! might seua them, 1vith 
others of the same nation, now our prison<.'rs, to 
their native country." "We desire you ,vill use 
your endeavours to effect their removal," says the 
President to lir. IIollond, " since we cannot but 
consider them now in the SUDle point of view 
nearly as when they were employed in the service 
of Bazalet J ung." t 

It may be affirmpri, that had the negotia
tion not Leon 'wrest('d out of the hands of the 
l">rpsidency of l1udras, and had Mr. IIollond been 

~ . 
guided l)y them, and pursued their instructions 

.. Evidrnccs, p. 425. 

t See a It'tter i,l H(,llgal 8cerct Corrl':-.pondcnce. 

Extract from a letter from the Nahob of Areot.-Evidences, 

p.432. 
"The conduct of the Nabob Nizam Ali Cawn wears an unfriendly 

appearance, since he lias positively refused to dismiss tllr French 

from his services, a n<1 J on fhe con h a ry > bag-settled a lar of rupees 

per month for the pay of that body, together with f;ve thousand 

country infantry attached to them; and, placing the greatest 

confidence in them, makes them the advanced body of ~is army." 


