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oommonr~port, because it is a very unfavourable 
season for the enemy t.o invade the Carnatlc, with 
a body of horse especially, there being very little 
water in the rivers or tanks, and also very little ... 
grass,for feed." 

"Do you, from yoyr knowledge, think any of 
the villages on the frontiers of the Carnatic ~vould 
have been proper to have cantoned our troops 
in, previous to th_e inva;ion of Hyder Ali? " 

Answer. "It ,vould have answered no purpose 
to have carried them to the frontiers, as tl1ere 
were several passes through which the enemy 
could have comb into the Carnatic, and sur
rounded us; and, as we had p.o cavalry, :rp.ight 
ha,ve prevented any supplies being sent to us." 

"What situation is the most centric.l for 
assembling an arlny to cover the different 
garrisons ? " 

Answer. "I believe near Conjeveram and 
W andewash." 
. "From your knowledge of the Nabob of Arcot, 

do you think that he was not apprehensive of' 
such an invasion? " 

Answer. "The report varied at the Durbar in 
the end ofJ\{ay and beginnin~ of June, 1780, and 
then I heara the Nabob say that Hyder had sent • • 

,a body of pioneets t.o clear the passes ; and ~hat 
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wa~ the fil'st time he seemed to think it ~ertain 
that the Camatic would be invaded." 

"Do you think that in April, 1780, the al7lIlY 
was in a proper situation to have taken the field 

against the eD;emy? " I 

Answer. "They were bott) in a proper state 
and situation, if ]Jullocks and other common pre
parations had been prov,ided." 

Colonel Capper described t-ne principal gar
risons as amply supplied with stores, and " Areot . 
a perfect magazine of stores and' ammunition." .. 

* Evidences, pp. -1<9--54. It may be seen, page 161, of the 

Minutes of Evidellce, that the Connsel, for the prosecution aban· 

tlone~ these two paragr«phs cf thf' Bill-127 anJ 12S-;which 

charged Sir Thomas Rumhold with "culpable negligence in not 

preparfLg for the defeIlce of the Carnatic," &e. ; and also" the ron

cealment imputed to him by Messrs. Smith and Johnson, members 

of the SeJect Committee of Fort st. George, of letters containing 

important intelEgl'llCe of thf prrparations making by Hyder for an 

invasioll of the Caruatic." 

After Major Geils's evidcnce.-which was given vel:V early, as he 

was under ordrrs to return to India,-thf" first charge was with

drawn. 

[UnfortunGtely, historians, writing under an l,mfllcndl'y tnas and 
inspiration against Sir Thoma'! Rumbold, and follo",ing each other's 

lead, insteau of resorting to the original sonrces of evidence and 

information, have retained and handed on charg~s which the pel'
sonal enemies and official antagonists and I ,rOSt('utors of ~ir Thotnt'1.8 

Rumbold, iu his lifetime, were compelled to abandon.] 
• 
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COLONEJ..l CAPPER ANt) 'MAJOR GEILS. Bfh· 

Very parlicular testimony was also given by 
Major Geils, an, artillery officer and field engineer. 
He stated, that" the fortifications of 'Madras were 
effected during the government of Sir Thomas 
Rumbold; that the artillery were complete with 
stores and carriages: and in high discipline;" 

• 
that" a body of Lnsears "ras ra~sed, and attached 
to the artillery, which .were found particularly 
useful in the field, as ,ve II as new corps trained, 
that the regular Sepoys might strengthen the 
army." 

Major Geils gave it as his decidod opinion that, 
"With any force they had to oppose IIyder Ali, 
they could not have prevented him from Inaking 
himsPlf master of the open country. He'looked 
upon Madras, Velour, Trichinopoli, and Ta~jore, 
as their principal garrisons. None of these had 
fallen, but with I'e&pect to the inferior garrisons, 
they ought to have been erased. I think," Majtr 
Geils repeated, " lIyder Ali might . hav~ ~ntered 
the Carnatie, in spite of allY dh;position we could 
have Inade. Ifad IIyder entered by the northern 
pass, there were no other troops for {he protec
tion of the Northern Oircars than ColonellJailly's 
division." . 

III the small ~art of the evidence of these 
ofIicers that has lleen cited., they are found to 



CHAPTER <:XVI. 

agree in the opinion-expressed by Sir Tllomas 
Rumbold, in his letters to the Council of Bengal, 

that they could not protect the country from ~he 
ravages of Hyder, or guard all the passes; and 
"justifY thp uroposition, which he twice urged 
upon their consideration, that abandoning other 

projects and view~, excepting those of necessary 
defence against the national enemy, "the ,.three 

c 

Presideneies should unite to c1ieck his pO'wer," 
and put an end to the war which was certainly 
impending .. 

Although in the course of what has been 

writt~n, some passages frOlll Mr. IIardinge's 
Defence of Sir Thoma!& It.umbold have becnocca
siona]fy introduced, the compiler of these docu .. 

luents was not in possession of that Defence until 
the principal part of what is here set .forth had 
lfeen worked out from other sources. The De
fence ~onsists of three parts, an d is to be met 
with in the British ~iuseuln; the first two parts 
are complete, the third part is i~ an abbreviated 
form. 

It has been a question whether this Defep.ce, 

admirable in power, as well as for it~ eloquence 
and wit, should be reprinted (}nd circulated, in 

the hope of calling . .attention to a suJ:>.iect where. 
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the t.ruth has been too long suffered to remain dis:.. 
guised: but this plan was not carried out, for the 
r~ason that the Defence enters into great d~tail ; 
ind to be thoroughly understood requires some 
:tcquaintance with the very numerous charges of 
~he Bill, and also witk the speeches of the Counsel 
[or the accusaticn, to whoin a great parr of it is 
lddressed. . This objection do~s not apply in ·the 

• ;anie degree te. the concluding part, which is 
nore general, and a 8ummary of the rest. 

A great portion of this is subjoined. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

EXTRACT FROM THE CONCLUDING CHAPTER OF l1R. IIAR
DINGR'S DEFENCE OF SIR THOMAS RUMIsOIJD. 

A:FTER a rccaI>itulation of ,,,Hat took, . place on 
the subject , of the Guntoor Circa)'" in the year 
1775, Mr. IIardinge continues :--

" I recur to the duty of Sir 'rh.OlnaS Rumbold 
and his Council in 1778, and I ask, ' if under the 
sanction of. the letters from Bengal, especially 
the latest, compared 'with the suhsequent events, 
and t1ie Nizam.'s violation of his promise, they 

were not authorized at one irnmcdiate stroke, 

(waiting for no further correspondence, either 
~rith Bengal or' the Nizarn,) to repossess the , 
'Guntoor. Every single step 'whieh the culprit 

• 
before ' us pursuod relative to the Guntoor was 
not '.only . vindicated~ but authorized, by ' the . 

Governor 'General, 1\1r. IIastings .. Ov~:r, somo 
parts of hi~ conduct by Sir Tholnas' Rumbold,-

. \ '" 

r .would throw a v·eil, if, I could ; hut here "'1 . 
( . 

affirm that lean fight in sUPi)ort of the guilt 
imputed by, this Bill under the · shield ~()f ' : his .. 
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genius and spirit. No doubt of the Company·s 
right either to correspond or treat with Bazalet 
J ung had been suggested by the Council of 
lViadras; and the only doubt 'which they had 
insinuated, was upon the single qucsti~R of 
acquiring the GuntoQr by force. But ~tt Bengal, 
the right of treating ,vith l~azalpt, in a pacific . 
form, or swol"d in hand, (98 the Bonrd of Madras 

• • 
might think Ino,,,t eligible,) is taken for granted; 
and the letter authorises an immediate force to 
be levied, for the purpose of a march to the 
borders of Guntoor. If this requisition should 
fail, say the Council of l~eng'al, and he should 
refuse instant obedienc~ to it, act upon the other 
alternative yourselves, and after posRes~ion thus 
obtained, treaty for the cession, that is, "or the 
~erms of' retaining tho Circar, already taken into 
our hand, (by an act of justice to ourselves,) is 
to he formed with BazaJet's hrother the Nizam." 

" What is the conduct of Sir 'fhomas ltumbold 
and his Council? They had read the latest 
instructions from Bengal; they b ad read and 
seen how baffled those instructions h::tl long been, 
partly by the .debates of men who should have 
acted, and partly by the Nizaul's breaeh of good 
faith; yet-they.could not but see, that Bengal 
had also been inactive, and had not pressed the 



252 CRAPT Ell XVIT. 

execution of his own pIav" or censured the dis
regard shown to it by the inferior Council. In 
delicacy, therefore, to the superior Board, they 
pause; and before they direct those acts "'of 
hostility a,gainst the Nizam, which the Govern
ment of Bengal had even authorized, they write 
a lcttet to him: in the genuine spirit of the 
instructions before tbem. They tell hinl 'that if 

4 • • 

he will not consent, they will take effectual 
'" 

meanR with Bazalet Jung. They claim·the Port 
of Mootapillee, at all events; but unle~s the 
enemy shall be dispossessed, they require the 
cession of not ~footanillee alone, but the whole ..... 

At the time of writing, an order was Circar.' 
" issued for intercepting the first European rein-

forceIl4Bnts that should pnter the Guntoor at 
Mootapillee. The lptter was never answered by 
the Nizam." 

"At a later period, the war preceding the 
capture of Pondicherry took place. An abler 
and more spirited cntC'rprise was never planned; 
an able and spirited enterprise was never better 
executed. l The policy of it was, to rid ·us of -the 
European competition first, and then direct our 
united force against the country powers, whom 
the invaner had seduced or encouraged in their 

« 
dis:.tffeciion. For the support, however, of this 
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measure, the Northern Oircars were in a manner 
evacuated, and almost at the merry of Bazalet's 
friends in the Guntoor ....... After Pondicherry .. 
was captured, no European enelny rBlnained, 
except the garrison of Malle, and Lally's force in 
the Guntoor . It could scaree he imagined that a 
mad perseverance of the (}overnmcnt at·B~ngal 
in the war against the }[ahi'attas, with whom 

• the Nizam and IIyder Ali were leagued, would 
counteract the henefit of such critical services. 
Aft.er this captui.'e, Sir Thonu~s Itumbold again 
wrote, 'with no Detter success, to the N izam. lIe 
desired an answer to tho first letter, but no 
answer caIne. In the mean tinlfl, Bazalet. J ung, 
unsolicited, made an offer of the Guntoor upon 
terms.'> 

" Upon the 22nd of December they apprise the 
Goyernment at Bengal of the offer and of their 
Treaty, in the express tel'ms of it. rrhey state the 
arrangement as made with Bazalet alone~ and the 
rent stipulated as a cOlnpensation to him. The 
very name of the Nizam is put aside, and laid 
u'pon the s}.lelf, unless for the purpo~ of stating 
that he has neglected his duty, violated his word, 
and sent anotllor t,hulfling lett t: I', since Bazalet's 
oWer had ~een a~cepted. They state the right of 
treating with 13,azalet, or proceeding by force 



against him~ as authorized by ·the. re,sllitotrtli~: 
cqrrespondenee between theGovernm~nfs in.lt75~' 
nnp.bythe events ,vhich followed it." 

"What is· the conduct of the G'overnment 

of Bell gal, thus informed? They approve 

'directly, and vdthout resetve, the' acoeptance 
of this" overture, and ratify Hle Articles of . . 
Treaty enclosed, except in two or threeparti-

• 
eulars, 'which they correct. TIJljY return it, so 

, ,~-" '" ", 

corrected, and in express terms authorize th~ 

Council of Madras to conclude this 'l'reaty with 
B~zalet J·ung. They speak of tl;e ' alliance. pro

posed, as affecting. hi'lJ~.' " We leave it,' says 

the letter, ' to lIon to negotiate, and fi?-ully con .. 
clude ,vi'th ldnL' lTpon the Nizam, not a 8yl-. 

lahle i~ to be found. Could that Government 
_J' i. 

hu·ve act.ed 'otherwise, at this la.ter period of their 

politics, addressed ~vidently to the same ol)ject, 
and affected by the sanle principles? Could they 
have saiH, ' YOu should first have conciliated the 
'Nizam?' 'Could they have stated his consent as 

the eXIJress or irnplied prelhninary to the corre-
spondenee ~nd agreement with. his brother i 
Their O'W'll words upon record must have con(uted 
them, and exposed the duplicity of their politics. 

. .'*", 

~Yet, in the year ,1780, they Ini~epre~eIit, Qr~t 

least forget, the tenour of the l~tters ., written 'by 



tf:t~~~lves./in 1775,. and preserved upon the 
CeDipany's records." 

'" We took it for granted' ·(t.hey have in 1780 
the confidence to affirm,) 'that you ",'ould keep 

your Treaties.' r.I;hey quote a.single IJassage, with .. 

out the context, as proving the intention of Madras 

to con$ult the N i~am in 1775 ;vY hich passagE! I have 

also state,d and explained. It hilpqrts tha.t having 

written tothe Nizam the tjouncil of' :NIadras ,vereto 
'~ 

wait for ll.l~ answer. But 'why ornit the suhsequent 

letter. of tIle san1e Board upon the S3111,O topic, 

since the ans'wer of the Niza111, for which alone 

they had 'waited, reached thenl? In 178q we.are 

told at Bengal, that 'when the Council there 
L • 

approved of this Treaty vvit,ll Bazalet, in 1778, 

they :had nothing before thenl hut Sir Ti.omas 
11umbold's letter, and had no conception of 'lhe 

disrespect sho,vn . to the N izanl by these mea.-
8"Q,res.' Nothing? 1!ad they received no letters 
in. 177'5 ? lIad the objection of Treaties-iu the 
way never heen' stated? 'Had it 'not been 

pointedly alleged by the Council of Madras, and 

supersedep. by theU?-? Were not theic Treaties 

themsel~es' before them enclosed expressly for tli~ 
purpose. of Inarking that B~lzakt had violated 
th~m? .. Didtthey not look at these lnaterials, and 

" ' . . . 
e~;:trnine them? What advice'have they given. 
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after this ex:amination? They do not say, 'Go 
to the Nizam first, with your Treaty in your 
hand;' but, 'Go to the Circar; take it out of , 
dangerouFl hands: "re must have it. When you 
have made it our own, treat for an equivalent, if 
the parties deserve that maN.( of' attention to their 
int~rest, by opposing no force against this neces
sary act of justice 'to ourselves.' " 

" Such then, after all, is the violation of those 
'rreaties by the Council of ]\f adras, or their Pre
sident, (who it seems at this bar Iflust ahlays 
answer for them,) a violation' gross and shanl~
ful, , as the 13ill calls it; that Bill which points 
only (tt the correspondence and agreement with 
Bazalet tIung, for the pnrpose of ingrafting those 
invect~ves upon it, and omits the authority given 

t 

to possess the Guntoor by force; omits the terms 
proposed hy each of the Governments in the year 
1775; omits Bazalet J ung's violation of' the 
subsisttng 'rrcaties; onlits the approbation 
given by the Directors th0mselves to the mea· 

,sure; and omits the Nizam's perfidy, in suffering, 
if not enaMing, the European troops to form a 
junction with Hyder Ali; for 'WhOITl they were 
destinod from tho fi~st." 

"By the way this injured allJ .. , the l'dzam, gave, 
S0011 after his brother had ceded the Guntoor, a 
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de~isive. and striking proof of his own perfidy, by 
a . letter to tha,t brother, in which he lalnents 
over the loss of th~ G'ufi'btJor, as a loss to their 
oommon interest. ' You should not,' said he, 
'have given it up to the Er!glish. IIyder Ali 
should have heen preferred.' Not a hint there 
of Treaties violat€d hy our Govcrnrnent! In the 
very hand of Hydcr hilnself,-lll a letter to ·his 
own Vakeel at t~:.e CoJrt of Bazalet (a direct 
violation of T'roaty that such a "'-akenl should 
ha.ve been there) we discover indignation 
ftgainst l~azalet for his preferenee of tho English 
to hirr!. 'You have given it,' says the appel
lant, the injured IIyder, 'to my. hitter ene~ies, . 
and have preferred th~ln to, me.' " 

" The next article before us, is the condl~t of 
. .. 

Sir Thomas ItuTIlbold in attempting to obtain 
[rOln the Nhaln a ~emission of that yearly· sum 
which is called the peishcush. rrhe charge rela
tive to this conduct has Iuade an imprcssiorf upon 
the House, hecause the advocates who stated it, 
:1S well as the Bill, which is ahvays insidious, 
nave-thrown a mist of prejudice over i~ ..... ~It 
nas only to be understood, and the subtleties 
which.entangle it 'will be at all end." 

"The ,BiUtcalls .the offen6e by two names, for 
~,wo IliffAl'"Ant, purp~ses; and one or other of 

s 



tnem ···is", of ne6essity,· hlse • . But I .shaYi Ilprove 
thatneith~r of thel!l are true., 'First the ~ppli
,cation to the N izam, in the form of a request 
. "._ . 310. . 

:that he would remit this tribute, is called by the 
name of '1:reaty, for the purpose of making that 
measure, so described, a p<1sitive disobedience of • • 

an Act of rarlia~ent. But who will seriously 
affirm that, if I request~ au indulgence relative 
to some particulars of a right,. upon the face of 

,;.~. 

· an existing Treaty, I form 8, ll'3.W Tre~ty by that 
request? In the next breath, howev.er~ it is · no 
Treaty, for it violat.cs another; whereas Treaty 
asSumes the arrangement of parties, without 
prejndice to the fights of either, and subject" of 
course; to their mutual assent or disapprobation 
as it proceeds. Bu·t call it either Treaty or 

· application for an indulgence, it violat.ed 110 

good faith, it offered no injury to the most 
punctilious and irritable sense of honour: it 
could~have no vie,v but that of advantage to the 

. Company, at a moment of the most critical 
peril.' , ...... .. 

"That 1t remission of this tribute was de$h\able~ 
· that it was just and wise to obtain it without 
offence to the N'i~am, is I)erf~ct]y agreedll' The 
justice of it was ohvious, and the let'ter of Treaty 
could alone iliterfere. Wh~re,t4en, was ·the 
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iniquity, .,the violehce, and the wrong of nago .. 

tinting a dispensation 'with: a law, if it may he 
~termed in this particular,? The wisdom of 

• 
the atteml)t is IHoved by the faet, that we could 

not pay the sunl; a fact stated iI1 otlier w'ords 

by the accusing Cou!l~el, as affording> a reason 

agai~st the attelnpt, viewed in the light· of an 
injury to the Nizam. ~ Tho II~)use will remetn~ 

• 
bel', 'said he, 'that! at this IJcriod their want of 

reSOt:lJ~CeS, jnilitary and political, was extrerne.' 

But ,vas that a reason for sleeping over this. 

0I)pre~sive claim, w hich hUl~lg about our necks 
and crushed every hope of exertion against the 

embarrassment of' our political fortune? " ...... . 
" A strange inaccuracy occurs in the sentiments 

of Bengal'disclosed by their letter. 'rhey, '-irst, 
in eXIJress terrns admit that no atten11>t had 

been made by .the Council of l\Iadras to obtain 

the remission of the peishcush against the 
Nizam's consent: yet, in the salne letter~ tliey 
~nsinuate the charge of an oppressive and most 
injurious violence to hilll, as lllaI:ked in the very 

aSSurance given to hinl, that if the -temission 

could not be obtained, the ~1ccrued and current 

tribute would be paid. 'rhe suhtle ingenuity of 

tp.eir commeAt· sh~l not be irljured hI me. I 
'will state it withou.t ex~ggeration. 'It is true 

~\ 2 
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that you promise to pay; but you add, that you 
will pay when you can, and will resist violence: 

from which it is no strained inference to coU,ect 
these two I)ropositlons. The first, that you will 
not pay at aH; and the second, that yen will 
resist tallY demand pf IlaYlnent by force.' A 
more sophistical. fallacy nevel~ tortured plain 
words, and a context 'fas never so mutilated. 
The ·words arc :-' If all these-four propositions -faj}, we will pay the balance tlU(;, when in casb. 

[We lwve no design to comnlence hostilities, or 

i.nfringe any of his rights ;]' (that paragraph is 

omitted by the COmrr.LClltator,) Lut, 'we are pre
pared . to reveIlge any insults which may be 
offered.' " 

" 11he only part of these instructions to Hollond 
which point at the policy of addressing the 
Kizanl in a finner tone, applies itself to the 
support which he had given to Lally's force in. 

( 

the Guntoor; and with a vie,v to that subject, it 
was politic as 'well as just. But no passage in 
the letter drops a hint that IIollond sholild 

(. 

insist upon the remission })roposell ...... c After 

all, (suys the letter,) if you cannot obtain the 
rpmissioll of the entire pei&hcush, try to lower 
it; and · learn if you can tind a\] equivalent 

which S'ou may tempt the N ~~am to. accept.' " 
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"I am now to lay before the 'House a very 
important fact in the conduct of the Suprenlc 
Government, and which I defy their advocates .' to vindicate as either politic or just. Upon the 
single credit of a letter from ~t{r. IIollond, the 
Resident of M adras ~t the Oourt of' the Nizam, 

they write at once. to that" Prince, and sbspend 
all further proccedings het ween Madras and , 
him. Why coul<1 they not .llaV(· eorrcrt('d the 
erroneous "policy of the inferior Council through 
that Council? Why not SCelll to aet hI concert 
with them, instead of disowning and affronting 
th.em at the Court of a native Prince? Theil' own 
words, which they falsely apply to 1\tladras ill the 
sequel, are with strict justice al)plicable . here to 
themselves. 'They proclainl to all India the 
disunion of interest between the two Presi. 
dencies,' " 

" The Directors of the Company had, in express 
and emphatical tcrnls, disapproved a ~imilar 

interference upon a recent occasion; but the 
Council of Dengal have short memories. Upon 
their own records, ,ve find a letter frl>m hence * 
dated February 7th, 1777. Let the Counsel for 
the Bill explain, why the same thing ·was ¥.Tong 

• (That is, 'rom til. Eust India Directors to the Council of 

Bengal.-ED.] . 
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; ~t ,Bombay, 'and right in 1779 at Madl\as . . ;I 
shall 'quote, from it without an anacl\r~nis~. 

~ We disapprove your embassy to I)oonah, ' wJ;t~:"'. 
"('jilt consulting first ' the ,Council of Bombay . 
. You state, by your Ambassador, that YOlldeter
mine to annul their Treatjr. 'fhis will degrade 

them 1n the eyes, of the natives, and it will he 

impossible for thOJn t~ conduct our ,affairs in 
fu ture, with honour to thenlseJ'ves, or advantage 
to us.'~' 

"The result of this abrupt anci want an in.ter-. 
ference was of course a disag-reement between 
the two Presidencies; hut Madras bo\ved impli

citly(.to the Jneasure, disputing- indeed th,e policy, 
the justice, and e\Tefl the right of that control ) 

whicK the Governlnent had assumed, hut m.aking 
no opposition to it in fae-t. I t is therefore clear 

of doubt, that if that nlBasure had 1)Oon C011-. 
veyed through the Board of l\iadras, 'without any 
publid. offence to their honour, thpy ,voulll have 

co-operated rnost cheerfully, and surren(lered 

their own opinions without reluctance." 

, , We a~e told that 'l\f.adras used· angry words 

to Bengal,' upon the ocea~ion of this disagree
ment between them. It is childish to argue' 
from angry words on either II side . ~Ii . cases , like 
these. It is a~ least a meas~ring qast . between 



-the ,parties fltv8Iriance;and,asto iengal, t~t;f 
records of it contain such ~crimony o~ debate, 
Ii~t you would suppo~e .. cvery day would pro! 
~uce one duel . at least amongst theme~bers 
of that Boa.rd. But in this oorrespondence ,. I 

discover some facts'" and some arguments which 
strike ~e as commanding 'respect by theit weight 
and importance . . The Board of Madras first vindi..; 

. , 
cate.thepolicy o~ their own conduct; they lament 
the interf~rence of ]3 engt\l , and the .mannp,r of it 
still more; they add, that nothing but miscon
struction at the -Court of the N izam can account 
for 'his umbrage, if it was even gen"uine, at any ~f 
their propositio~s; they, however, much ·to their 
honour, give the l)o.int up, and surrender their 
own opinions to a.ilact of power, though, J.n their . 
sense of it, assumed and usurped. What. is the 
answer from Bengal? ' 'Y ou ha:ve yielded, and 
we will give you no reason.! Was that .concili

atory langua~? But a fact appears in tile letter 
of · Madras which it imported the <?Ol.1~Cn of 
Bengal to ~xplain. :Shah Allum had been 9.is-

r 

possessed of his territories and his tltibllte by the 
'Council of :Bengal, without any ·reason· assigned; 
,whereas the · Nizam, as it-was .admitted, and 
. bad been 'em.pp.atically urged by the sam~:, 
;.Council, ""Yas .meditating ) ~ league with . the¥ah~' 
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~,.ttas and French against the EnglhdlGovern
ment." 

" The natural consequences of this imI)eri.~us 
and ,vanton control at Bengal over the Board of 
Madras were soon marked by the event.· It 
l)afRecl the recovery of the ~}untoC)r,-a measure 
which the Council, of Bengal had recently autho
rized. It courtecr the Nizaln to raise his de-

t 

m.ands: he clainled the (Juntoor for him.self . 
• This was poetical justice to the Council of Ben .. 

gal, ,vho had courted hirn in such flattering 
terms, after they had betrayed him at the Oourt 
of Bel~ar ...... Another inconvenienee arose frolll 
the s\1spension of those arrangClllents whieh the 
Board, of Madras ,vere attenlpting at the Court 
of the'Nizaln. If Mr. IIollond had pursued their 
instructions ,vith fidelity and good sense, an im
mediate payment of the peishcush could have 
been rllade the just price of Lally's banislnuent 
frcHll ~ne Guntoor, whereas tl~e. result of this 
abject hOlnage to the N izurn hy tho suprerne Go
vernment, and of' this blind confidence in his 
honour, 'V:t1S, that pretending' to guard the (~11(;·

nlies' force, he connived at . their eseape into 
Hyder Ali's quartells." 

" Weare next accused of ' r~callirfg Mr. Hol
lond.' A very singular and rp.fhH~d i~putation it 
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is. We recalled that Resident, whose contina .. 
ance in office h~d not been, desired by either the 

CpJIncil of Bengal, hy the N izaDl, or by llilnself;'" 

that Resident, who had been of no use to us, bu{ 

had merely acted as a partizan of the supreme 
Government; that IZesidellt, who had abused our 
confidence, and '/tad paid -the, Oouncil of' Be''Il-[Jal 

for their prolection of him" . by furnl~sltinf' thelfn 
~ 

with a victiln, in, place qf t7l,e}nsl?lnes; 'who had 

offended the public justice of the kingdoln by ell

cou.raging the l\:fahratta 'war, and affording op
portunity to a desolating invader's ambition. 
'We recalled a Itcsident, ,vho had proved the 

<\l1plicity of his politics by 'vriting t.o us a.letter 
of confidence, inconsistent with his letter to 
Bengal. ,lIe was recaHcd without offencEtto the 
Nizam or himself .. The Nizalu had rnarked a 

very abrupt and sudden change of politics, from 
·the moment in which the Council of Bengal dis
owned and affronted Madras. ITe sa~ with 
I)leasnre the discord bet-ween the two Councils, 
and encouraged the instrunlent of it. 'Ye have 
upon the ·records of this period aa letter to 

Bengal, written by the Nizam, and altered by Mr., 

Hollond ;(a singular feature of his intrigue and 
cabal, whi<ih of i1self disabled hinl for his office;} 
'but the, unaltered parts of that letter have 
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, . ..QUU; 

-Ilewd, s~nse ill them,humiliating to the l~ttle 
'politics of Bengal, and a death blow to the~tlu!" 
ence 'of Madras ......... But as if the affront '."eut 
already upon the ,Council of Madras~ by suspend. 
lng their, instructions, was not signal enough to 
degrade them for ever at the Court ,of the 
Nizam;' they dir~ct the agent; Mr. Hollond, 
whom that Council had recalled, (by the power 

• 
which had appointed him,) to he th~ir own Resi .. 

" . 
dent ,at the same Court, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect ,a new ' system lxi-econ .. 
cileable to 'the policy ·which his first .cre .. 
dentials had authorized him to pursue. 
Coulu any act be more injurious, more 
oPIJressive, and more' grating to the inferior 
BoarCk·P It annihilated the respect whi.ch had 
hitherto been considered as due to the 'Govern
ment of Madras; it invited the servants of that 
pO'wer to disobey their immediate master, and 
look t'b Bengal for impunity. l'atal politics 1 
which at an earlier period the same (j'overnment 
had encourag.ed, by their sanction to the 
calumnies tf Mr. Sadlier. "* 

-:, 'This ·allusion is not explained. At a later period Mr. Sadliet . . 

appears to .have 'been ehiefly instrumental to thtdisunion of the 

Council of Madras, so disastrous in itlf effects;' and he was 

encou.TlI.ged to play the part or informant py Mr. :aastings. ' 
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" We may now take our ~eave .of tie 
peishcush. It is the accuser's fallacy u110n 
this charge to convert an equitable reque~t 

• • 
into a peremptory cOlnmand,-an opinion 
imparted under the seal of confidence into 
a puhlic letter 0f credcntiuls,-,vhich the 
Nizam is to read. It is another of his fallacies 
to convert the firmncRs of language nppli ... 
cable only to ,he Nizanl's tlncat of hostili
ties to a Iirmness, if not a violence, applicD hIe to 
our denlund of the peishcush. By the same 
powers of magic, in the aCCUS0I"S hook IIollond's 
disohedience of orders to conciliate beeomes the 
obstinate perseverance of those who em-ployed 
him .in the most , offensive nlode of application. 
The accuser cnn without c111barraSSll1Cnt expa

tiate upon the policy and jusiiec of 13engal in 

suspending the atternpts for the remission of that 
vet'y peishcush, ,vhieh they have themselves 
cOlupelled the Nizam to renlit as long a&Jthe war 
shull continue. He approves their control of an 

important measure, sct on fOQt hy the suhordi
naie Govcr.nnlcnt,-a control at on~e imperious 
and weak,-hut in the next breath he brands the 
recall of their own Resid.ent by the Madras 
Board as tile torch 'of discord and civil war be-

It 

tween ihe two Presid~ncies, whose mutual inter-
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est it was to appear, in the eyes of the natives, 
one united power." 

" We arc next carried from the Nizam to . ~ 
Hyder Ali; and our hostilities to him in the 
Cuddapah arc stated as injurious provocatjons of 

his power. The vindication of marching our 
trool~s ihrough a 1!ur( of' his territories, in their 
way to Adoni, 'which is u})on the western borders 
of' the C+untoor, is very short, obvious, and com
plete. rrhe equity of declared hostilit{es against 
him, at this period, was unquestionable;. but I 
agree that it was an article of prudence to 
abstain from any wanton or offensive challenge 
to his- abi1 ities, 1'e&OUrCe8, ana high spirit. ':r11e 
same prudence -warranted the risk of' his displea .. 

sure ui~on this critical oceasion. He had his eye 
fixed upon the Guntoor for hilnself: it was the 
direct and chief pUl'pOSO of sending those troops 
at all to guard against him. We pass our troops 
througll a little edge of the Cuddapnh, his recent 
conquest, which intercepted our journey to Adoni; 
but we direct that offence to him or his agents may 

be averted by tho most vigilant precautions. Yet 
this measure it seems, qualified as it was, 'broke 

the law of nations, 'and provoked ITyder ' to en
mity against the English. ASr if he' waited for 
provocations, or the resentplent pf injuries 
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before he would feel thnt ennrity, and would act 
upon it. Arc we 80 ignorant of a fact, 'which 
ev.qry child knew at MtLdras> that Hyder had, 
long before this period, fornled league~ ,vith his 
French ally, for our extirpation? Is it forgot 
that Lally waited on'y for tho most favourable 
season to inlprovo Jlyder's army by tlfe Euro-

o 

pean troops under his cOllluand,-hy those 
• troops ,vhich it, 'was the pDlicy of' Bengal and 

Madras t~banish from tho Guntoor, as having 
been 8.tationod thero with no othC'r view? Never, 
Sir, in the name of oommon sense, lot us hear of 
Hyder's objections. "That have they ever been, 
from the earliest period, but pretences I)f the 
minute (caught as he could find them, and 
selected with little care) for acts of histility, 
operating upon a concertod and ploedeterlnined 
war? 0 ••••••• IIe catches at any little twig of com
plaint. We offended hirn by the lTIeaSUre of 
sending troops at all to Bazalet J ung, ",hich he 
called a violation of our 'rreaties with him. We 
offended him by the civil commotions of our 
districts upon tIle border of his dominion; a 
complaint which he never could prove. lIe was 
offended by our capture of 'Mahe ; and there, too) 
found a ~olutlgn or our engagements, to him. 
At other \imes he shifted the charge to Bombay, 



· and accused that Presidency_ He complatn.s~hat 
.we forbore to assist him against the ,Mahra~tas.' 
. But he adds to the heap an idle skirmishinl}~s 

territories, which accident alone produced~ a~d 

which it had been the most anxious policy of' 

the :Madras Council to obviate." 

"I have at le:q.gth, by' n1any a pajnful step,.: 
reached the last article of charge .. in the accuser~ s 

\ 

volume. It states that Sir 'rhomas -Itumhold 
neglected his military duties, and courted IIyder 

Ali's invasion, by leaving the Carnatic a sure 
conquest for him ....... Prove but his guilt in this 
patt, of his conduct, and I will agree that he 
deserves,' for that guilt alone, every ~ensulle in ' 
the pOl{Ter of this House to inflict ;-except a 

~ill of pains and penalties ;-I say, except sl:lch 

a Bill, because I,' for one, am free to declare, 

that if a ~iinister of this country were to lose a 
' thi~d or'the island by neglect and sleep, 1" could · 
still hope to see him rescued frOID the torture 
and inquisition of Bills like these. But such · 
being the intportance of the charge, and such ,the 
effect of circulating it, hof01-e it assunled an 
~uthentic form, what is now the end of it? By 
an aecid~nt, we have called a wit.,ness f!~ thi~ part 
oft,hp. rlp,fp,n~e. before the accuser in his long-
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journey >Jlitdarrived at the chfl,rge,.as it stood in 
~be Bill. 'That wi tness, the ablest engineer in 
t:Q.,? service, having detailed t~e w hon~ compass 0' military defence, told you that everything ir" 
specie, the work of Sir rfhomas 'Rumbold, was 
feature of peouliar ~ctivity and care.* He· has 
also given his g~ne'f'ai testimony to the able~nd 

• 
vigi)ant exertions of that Governor. So much 

o ' 
for a defence against the .charge thus antici .. 
pated: bu't what became of this charge in the 
ad'versary'sown treatment of it? Not a'shadow 
of proof attempted in support of it: the aver
ment alone remaills upon the -face of the Bill, 
disowned by the evidence, abandoned b, the 
accuser himself." 

"The Counsel who opened the charge,owhose 
doctrine it is that every allegation of such a Bill 
must crinlinate, and who took it for granted 
that evidence would justify that sting which he 
supposed eveIY syllable to contain, stat,ec1troun~-

.. [The expressions in the text are correctly printed from· Mr. 

Ha~dinge's speech. It mRy be surmised that the meaning is, . .. . 
"everything after its kind," or every individual thing. But 

although Mr .. Hardinge is close and powerful iIi argument, and 

although his composition is .laboured' and rhet.orical, his English 

often reads lik~that o~ a Frenchman 01' (at least) a Welshman. __ 

ED.]' 
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ly to us all, that Sjr Thoma'3 Rumhold; instead 

of putting the Ct,trnatic in a posture of defehce, 
had other things to mind, and prepared for his .. 

• < 

own journey. to Europe: hut other advocates, 
not I)rofpssional, and long before the Bill was 
fr:llned, circulated the sa1nc assertion; not 
because they believed that it 'was true, but upon 
other principles, ana for other purposes. ~P}u:ll 
had an interest that it (should be -..eceived D)S . .. 
true, and prejudge the victim, WhOlll r~ "was their 
policy to devote. But 'what ,.,aid the Cpunsel 
,vho closed the evidence r Ilis candour 
promptod hiln to adlnit, that he had neither 

prov~l, nor attempted in proof, * this iluportant 
allegation; addillg, ,,, ith a very singular turn of 
argumrnt, .. that Sir Thomas l"tumbold may 
l)rove the reverse.' In other words, 'the 
accuser cannot stir his foot, unless 'we, the 
Counsel for the accused, will be so good as to 
make a~case for him, hy a weak defence of our 
client against a descrted ilnputation.' " 

" Thus ends the neglect of the Carnatic. It is 
a false as~ertion of the Bill, and perfectly 
desperate, unless we should give a degree of 

* [So the words stand' in 1 he carefully pri.nted copy of the , 
speech from whicll Miss Rurnuolcl quotes,fWhich fII an elab01:ate 

specimen of typography.-ED.] 
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sanction"'tQ it by our improvident support 
of a . character which calumny alone has 

itnp.,eached. 
"Eut, 'it is a negative.' I deny it: i~ ex

I)ression it is, in argument it is not. Suppose 
neglect the w'ord: -is that tl, negative terlll? 

~very fact proving ,the C;rna~ic defenceless" or 
defensible, is an affirmative. If this doctrine of 

• • 
negatives ean IH'~v1lil, it supplies a reccipt for 
dispensing with proofs on every cha~ge. 11e1'o, 

, ... 
Sir, as before, evidence 'which no court of law 

", ' 
could recluire, not only vindieates the injured 
character, l)ut points out the danger of sporting 
with IJrinciples of testimony, and reversing' the 

OJl/ltS probandi. '1'h1'eo favourite articles' of this 

kind are first oxpRrim.ents of the 13ill, and I 
scarce know which is tho most u~gAnerous. 

, Sir rrhOlnas l~umbold is to shake off Redhead, if 
he ean: suspicion by a hair connects them in 

guilt: it is for him to disuHite thern.- Ilis 
remittances are accused ofa corrupt origin,: he 

must account for every sixpence of them. The 
C'ar,!,latic shall be defenceless in cons~quence oj 
his neglect, (says the accuser,) till he can I)rov€ 

the reverse.. I single out tho6e topics: hut I 
could pl'oduie t;\y~ty ~nore, oll!t of tl}e accuser' 8 

volume, in .which _ the rule of presuming iuno-



:oeace/·tiU crime is proved, ha,s been .. ··t:ra~pl@~ 
" .... :~':'~/',>' ~~. > ' . ' 

under." 
,,,'So much for the singular candour of invit~p.g 

.. 

,'us to. fill up the accuser'~ blank, and put Ollr. 

own figure into the niche preI~ared for it. But 
another first- experiment of the Bill 'is, that we 

( . , 

are called upon (0, answer for . OU~ S~lccessor at, 

Madras: (and why llot IQr the successor of tA~t 
successor?) The offences of Mr. Whitehill con
stitute part of the :Bill; and, though not read 
against us, the~ are so connected with ' allega-. 
tions which criminate o~r conduct, that 
it is very difficult for the reader to disentangle 
theili." . 

" But I must not forget' that Mr. Smith, one 
of thL Oouncil, imputes to Sir Thomas Rumbold 
a suppression of letters, which gave him early 

notice of Hyder Ali's designs.: Will it ever be 
credited in ,after-times, that such an allegation, 
even gfa Legislative indictment, could ha7e seen 

the light, in so admired a period of justice an~ 
liberty as the year 1782! lIas the name of .Mr. 
Smith, to· an iD.1putation destitute of proof) ~Qr€ 
weight, because he is a witness to it, thatt it 
would.have carrieU if he had b~en the, accuseroi~ 
form, and had i~putedby th~s13il}::,p " ItshQ~ld 

. . " . 

have less: for he does not a~er the .fact ;stfl,tig,g 
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,. " ',. .'. '. . . 

DlllY''.that'he has reason to belIeve It, tllat he has 
been. informed of it. I answer him thus: 'It is 

' • .'lit 

n6t,tlie fact : prove it.' " 
,. ,', ,14'. • .' ',' • .'. ..~ 

"Rere, too, it is the' more ungenerous to 
name it, b~cause the iPlputatiQu, 'weak as it is in 
itself, . deserved the less. cQuntenance • ul)on 
" .. . 
:accoun~ of' the thn(\.., place, and other circum-

stances which attended ~he original delivPtryof 
it; for,' it will seai'ce he forgot, tha.t it ,vas first 
, ~ 

,thrown upon the par'ty accused behind his back, 
and out of his reach. But why. not call SOOtl} 
himself to the bar? lIe is in ~Jngland: and, 
sitting perhaps in your gallery, may have hEiard 
his own evidence read. This is indeed a llew 

and mos~ ingenious refillerrlent of persecution j 

'that a witness in 8uI)port of it may accuse ~pon 
'paper, by affirming in that shape a fact, ,vhich 
the accuser in forln is afraid of atteillpting to 
substantiate by that same witness at the ba •. " 

" I could now close the topic. But here, too. 
as in answer to half the Bill" I mu~t figh1 
again~t every shadow of sus'picion, a~d accept 

ev~rY challenge with respect, if it calls in ques .. 
tion. the jealous honour of a character which . 
~alumny alone can ever depre~iate. IIere, too, 

:;-1 "ean.state, ,though in the 'form of A Defence, 

'rtottne pitiful gr<ilnd of mere indemriity, 01 

T 2 
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exemption from blame, but the ingen11011sprid~ 
\ ~. ~~ 

of ,superior merit. and of exemplary services to; 

th.e public." 
" The immediate cause of the Carnattc war is 

a political and perhaps a v~y idle prohlem; but 
it is idler still to nam.e the word provocation as . . 
applicable to Hyder Ali; to r:epresent ~im as 
wanting provocation to (justi~y his accommodat .. 
ing argument-the longer swo-rd. .lj,v.t though I 
state the immediate cause of his invasion as 

problematical, Ie,must yet lay stress upon the war 
against the Mahrattas; that war of Leaden'hall 
Str~~et, ,vhich originated in the. fatal politics ol 
Bomba,y, but was encouraged and fomented here~' . , 

The Mahrattas are close to Hyder; they 'are hi~' 
natu~al enemies; checks upon him if left alone; 
tools in his able hand if provoJred by us to forIll: 
a league with him. Self-defence, in that event, 
enslares them to him; and he makes use of 
them, for his own genera}. purpos~s of conqu,est, 
first against their persecutor, then against the 
8upplianit" themselves, persecutf~d . by hhn in their . ' 
turn. " 

"It has been sagely argued, 4, that we· pro., . ' 

yoked IIyder by arming the G'u.ntoor against 
,him ;" be<!ause he, it seenlS, It had fn eye upon it 
for himself.' The fact is timportant, andihe 
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reason may shift, for itself: to me it appears a 
li.ttle Irish'.;Of the fact we have proof. A lettet 
of Ryder himself to his Vakeel at Bazalet's 

•• 
Court,. has told us that he, for whose exclusion 
from that Court th-e famous Treaty of Hydrahad, 
in 1768, had stipula~d with so anxious a fore
sight,_ is offended- with BazaIet . for giving-up the 

• 
Guntoor to his old D,nd bitter enemies, the ,Eng-
lish. I ask. no l)eFter p;lnegyric of tl{e measure 
than sueh {t~act. Suppose IIyder to have 'wrested 
from us t.he Guntoor, while liadras and Bengal 
'were asleep, in 1776 or 1777; it would have been 
a more important card for him than all his pre
sent acquisitions." 

"It has l)cen also observed by another shrewd 
I)olitinian, that Hyder himself throws no ,bIanle 
upon the Mahratta ,val'. To be sure he docs not. 
First, how could he blame it? The Mu.hrattas 
'were hi8 ancient and habitual enemies; but, in 

• "the ncxtplace, it would have been tne ttbvious. 
finesse of a much weaker politician than he has 

, . 
proved himself, to conceal their new confederacy 
with him, and assign other pretences (or his war 
against us, upon the footil1g of his independent 
claim to redress by the sword.." 

"It has'beerl.said that we drove, or might . ' 

. have driven .. the' Nizam into the Mahratta war, 
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upontheside' of 'dUrcnemies ; yet tbefa~ti$>i~ 
toriotis, that Hyder Ali had it ' in vieww' th~t: 
wario extirpate the Nizam, and makeap.a~t~tjon.; 
of his territories! It will appear, too; th~t 
whatever share the N izam took in , the . confede· .. 

!ac;y against us, it ,vas prior to tl1H d:.:ae of any 
suppo~ed offence on our part." , 

, . 
"Another cause of the Carnatic war may; with 

. , . , 

some prohability, be resolved ipto the connivance 
of lIadras and 'Bengal at Ilyder's'known con. 
nexion with his French ally, in the Guntoor 
Circar, betw'een" 1775 and 1778. , I~ally's faroe, . . 
during that interval, had so increased and aceu~i 

mul~ted, that Baza1et could not have guarded~ 
against them, if t11C Nizam had left him to lrim? 
self; { but he , sayed him from the risk of t~~ 
attempt by taking theln into his' care,-till t~~e 
birds were flown." 

'" As to .the general .suspici~n of IIydel" s pur
poses,( for some time before he entered the Car
natic, it is a fact agreed. The' , Bill, 'which, is 

above attention to dates when the discQvery6f. 

them forllls the whole difference in tJle argliulent, 

remarks, that Sir Thomas llJumbold. · alldnis 
, ' . 

Coup-cil had ·' notiee of Ifyder's intentionfi:oin 
the Nabob ,?f Ar.cot. 'J'he fac£ i~ tril~ ;+but ~heJ:l' 
had he such a notice? Fourteen m,()uthsbefQre\ 



B:y'derleft,; his" capital ,the Nabobadvi.~d,tH~ 
;'Goverh(J't,·~,of,~ ·:Madrasfo ,assemble an arIQY 
'.gaallst him in the field~ 'The answer of th~' 

, ). 

'(]\Qvernor to this early not.i~t' from the N aboh is 
forgot by the accuser'; (whose memory,'as I 
must often observ~, has whimsical flights, of 

, , . 
powe~, and impe-rfection ;). the answer s~ated' as 

a fact that Hyder had retreated from the border. 
of the Carnatic t~ his ~a,pital; . and the Nah~b, 
apprised ol·that fact, had no ether information, . , 

whi,eh led him to repeat \,tltt~):!Uarm tiuring th~ 

whole remainder of Sir "rhoraas, Rumbold's 
government. It' was the policy of that 'Govern

tnent partly to ~eem convinced of Hyder's I,acific 
designs, a~d partly to conciliate. him, . with out 
;~tooping to him; for 'he could not then;e op
posed with any chance of success. ' The invasion 

was in, fact unp~·ovoked. From so early a period 
as'that of the first month-in Sir Thomas Rum ... 
. bold'sgovernment all the means in his pt>wer to 

'Conciliate Hyder "rere put in practice. The an- ' 
swers of that ,chief were insidious and false.' 

But one fact is necessary to be obser~d, because' 
it amounts to a most emphatical distinction be-

"%weenthe policy of Madras .and that of Bengal 
"~espectingiimj ".1 have' said. that it WltS a part', 

• 
ofliisfinesse to bold himself" out as the enemv 
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of the Mahrattas: upon the artful plea o~ that 
enmity he made propositions by his Vakeel at 
"Madras in favour of Itagonaut Row; l)ut pJte 
Coun9il of J3engal pajd no attention to them; 
they were too d{'{'p in their new polities of de .. 

t: 

serting that fugitive Prince as their ally, and of . ~ 

accepting the Rajah of BeraI"in exchange for 
him." 

"But let us exanlinc a Uttle more closelr 
Ilfdcl"s provocations. Th{' first is, fE"that in th~ 
capture of ~{ahe we urokp Otll' Treaty w"ith him.' , 
Tho second, 'that our ag(~nts ur officers conl
mitted irregulariti('~ upon his bord('l'~;' l)ut he 
ncve~ atten1I)ts any ('vidence of the fuct. As a 
third lH~ btates, 'A dispute 'with BOlnbuy upon the 

subjeo~ of Tpllicherry,' in ,vhich, to do that 
Prc~idfmcy justice, the accusation was unnleritpd. 
As a fourth, 'Our help to Bazn,let Jung';' and 
that heconles a favourite ariicle of eonl})luhlt, 
thoug1\. coupled jn general with our calli ure of 
Mahe. lIe divides the remonstrance ag-uinst our 
hell) to Bazalet into two parts; complaining first 
of allY ussi~tance to him as a violati(Jn of Treaty; 
and tacking to it our little skirmish with his 
military upon the ·borders of the Cuddapah in 

• 
the march of our troops to tAdoni4. 'But not 
satisfied with all -these attack~ upon us, he tells 
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• 

an old story of our perfidious conduct in declin· 
ing to assi~t him against the Mahtattas. This 
tQ9 it seems was a violation of Treaty 'w'ith 

him; but the complaint of it is lllost artfully . 
urged in that moment, and cOllfirlus w hut I said 

of his finesse in affecting ennlity against the 

Mahl'attas, for the purpo;e of" our dolusi~n, ,vhile 
• 

he was forming a leag-ue ,vith theIn, and pointing 

it against us." 

"Yet, kir, any man of eomnlOU discCl'nm~nt, 

if he is not an absolute noviee and tt chBd in 

Eastern politics, will tell you that none of these . . 
alleged provocations gavp, or could have given, 

any real offence to him; that his provdcation 

was the OPl>oltTUNlTY of sUPP,ort from the ~ah
ratt9R and French, united in a firm, long'ue 

against the English Governnlent. So much for 
notiees, IJfovocaiions, and causes of Lhe Carnatic 
war." 

" Let us now dissect t1e unpreparec) state of 
resistance, the inactivity and sleep of the 
Governor. liis first answer shall be at Pondi. 
cnerry, and the second at 1ifahe. Tftosc eloquent 
scenes of action shaH plead for llinl, displaying 

exertions no less able thun spirited; the policy, 
that of txtirpating the Europeap. competitor, 

and victory the ;node of executing it. Sir Eyre 



D()U~1, ·shans.peak for him in February, IT'~9;:a 
be$~iif()ny which dges both~f thelU ,hon..Ollh 
.>. .' • ' . 

lJ:e :,shall disting:uish the Bo~rd of Madra,s frdm.~l 
ttteother Presidencies, for their high spirit, . zeal, 

, . ,\ 

Itnd jUdicious conduct, in military as 'well as 
political resource, under a hd'avy load of expense; 
and ette,ompassed, with difficllUieson every 
side~· 

. ( 

"In that same year (1779) tve Board of. }Ia~ 
dras, with Sir Eyre Coote's approbatid!i, solicited 
a ,march of the Bengal troops to their a-~d,bu.t 
solicited it in vain; the casting vote was against 
them. Resources froln that quarter haying been 
thus refused or hnpotcnt; what is th~. general 
tenor of"'condllct observed at Madras? AnapJ. 

" I 

parent fonfidence in Hyder's professions, cold a.s 
they were; the most anxious attempts to avert 
t.he impending blow by terms "rith hinl; and, in 
the mean time, every possible exertion against 
possible impediment." 

" An .army could not be . assembled in the 
field a moment. before it should be necessary to 
be assembled for inlmediate action; till that 'mo~ 
ment should call for it, the f'unds of the' settle-i 

~ent w~te not equal to the, eXp'ens8. of such a 

" • See Letter f~om· Sir l~yre Coote to dhe Ch'ir~ati-of' tb, 
Oourt Of Ditectol's. Appendix. 



. m~fi~il.re; ~Mld the necessity so described never 
I 

in fact arose While Sir Thomas Rumbold Qon .. 
tinned at Madras. But an army was at hand; -. and the ablest commander .. in-chief could hot 
have arranged a defensive to that am,ount, in 
the came I)criod of\timC', ,vith morc consummate 
skill. The ('vhlenl'c of Major Ocil~ hfls given a 
decisive and nl0st hononrnble testinlonvof this • 
fact Great cantonments were ilnpraeticabla; , 
the expclJ.!lJe of them 'lvouid have ~een enormous; 

and the Government had a sinking treasure 
scarcely e(lual to a J)eace est~blishment; words 
often repeated hcrause they cannot be too often 
impressed." 

" In January, 1780, a return was made of the 
military complement, ready at a short notice for 
the field. Let me ask the most D('~o:nplished 
military experience in the East, if the canton ... 
monts of that return could have heen improved? 
The difficulties arising from situation a\one were 
critical. . They are obvious to those who are con
versant in that scene; but they are perhaps new 
t@ mallY in this IIouse. H 

".The dimensions and shape of the ,Carnatic 
are materi~l to be known:. it Is from eighty to 
one hundred miles in brea,dth; in length it forms 

.~ . . 
the compass of no less than five or six hundred; 
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its neighbourhood is no light feature in the 
'argument, in t.his view of it; bordel~ed by 
active enemies to the west, by the sea to the ea~~, 

• 
and by: that Gllntoor to the north, ·whi ch cuts 
off t.he Carnat.ic from the N ortherI1 Circars, and 
which, though it might have·l)ecn our own, we 

have recently give)1 t~ a perfidious ally. The 
Circars are close to the Rajah of BeraI', an ally of 

r 

the ~Iahrattas. It is true tha.t Bengal would 
have made him 'our ally if she could; -t>ut how P 
By engaging to support hinl against the Nizam, 
their later favourite." 

"TrichinoIJoli, lJalc1'llcotta, Madurah, eara
coil, and Tal1joro, the chief garrisons to the 
south, co'uld not he left without any defence at 
all: t¥y had only ten companies, and three 
battalions of S(\poys." 

" lIad Baillie, upon the first notice of nyder~ s 
movements fronl his capital, after Sir Tholuas 
Rumbold':3 departure, joined thc main arlny, in:.:. 
stead of marching into Cuddaprth, the success 
of Hyder would have been at least obstructed, 
and the ga~risons of the Carnatic would have 
been safe." 

"The Directors had ordered the Board of 
Madras to rei"llforce the opcratiQns o£; the Mah
tatta war; that fatal measure which ~hey obsti-
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nately purs11ed, and felt it their point of houour 
to push; that measure to which the culprit of 
this Bill was uniformly averso, and marked his 

a:ersion at the memorable period of 178~. The 
Council of Madras during his government, 

• 
united in that opiuion, 'were against all detach ... 

• 
ments from tocir foreR in support of those fatal 
politics. Early in 177B they refused a reinforce .. 

mellt askecl of them by that Council of Bonlbay, 
who first advised the war. Bll,t"a letter from the 

-
Directors, arriving soon aftf'r this refusal, com-

• manded implicit ohedience to arty su(~h requisi .. 
tion's in future." 

"To Bengal, however, the Board of Madras 
importunately urged their distress -and their 

fears; calling upon the deaf, again al.d again, 
for an additional force and supply of treasure; 
yet, with full notice of those difficulties, thal 

feeling Board, whose charity they besought, had 
thp, conscience to direct a la:r;ge rcinfor<!ement of 

their o'vn troops from the military of Madras, 
amounting to six or seven hundred, (Europeans 
and artillery,) ,vitl.l a battalion of ~epoys~ This, 
too; ,"ras a cheat upon l\fadras into the bargain. 

Stated as a force intended oagainst the European 

enemy a~ne, and as an olive bi~~ncn upon the 
sword, for the ~urpose of terminating the Yah..., 



,~&tt8;kbstilities; it pursued the most int1empetare' 
measll.tes'and fed the war/' 
· •• ,,~fOne argument for the measure at Bengal wa$ 

:'this : ~Hyder Ali and the Mahratias may 
J:<?in.' Agreed. What ·then ~ 1Vill you ~here .. ·. 
fore detach to the Coast of Mahibar the force of . ( 

the Carnatic, know.n to be the object of this 
imlJendil1g blo,v, and the r nlost vulner~ble, till 
you have 'dismantled' all its garrisons, and left 
them to the luercy 9f lIyder, at. their elhow? " 

" But new difficulties arose. In the year 1780 ,. . 
a hundred men, formed of· a company in Lord 
Macleod's regiInent, our chief strength, ,7{as' de
sired by Sir Eyre Coote, for his body guard. It 
was refuse'd by Sir 1.'homas Rumbold; hut 'the 
successor- ,vas. more acconlillodating. In the 
mean time Bengal had sent a very inadequate 
supply, after delay upon delay and reiterated 
importunities." 

H I hafc stated the necessity of paying some 
attention to the southern garrisons. Let us now 
look at the nearer cantonments. o.onjeveram, '01' 

Wandewasb, ts agreed as forming the' cell~rical 
position ; and the distance to it from ~ those· can-.. . 

tonments was between forty a~d fifty miles. .An 
• 

;army could haye.been brought iIrto tlt.e field in 
~ " ! 

three weeks. Baillie',s detaohmep.t,stati{)ued· in 



th~ 'G;:rQ:!tQOr,' WI8.8' the 'o~lyone at a dJ,stan.oo .. ; 
( 

('WhY stationed in the Guntoor,P 'asl\ the tirnid 
~q~ ~uffiing , politics of ~ad1"as in. the year· 
1775.) But leave him there, and rec~l ''the 
det~hment sent by the orders of B,eng.al.;. the 
army,vill then be-' of this ~mount: forty~$~ 

, ar~illery, t,vo tlrousrl.nd ni;e h~ndred and·t wenty"! 
. eight infantry, sev~n thousa,n,d se"\;eu hundred 

. , . 
~d~ty:'seven .Sepoys: [l)n army ,considered, 

~qual t,o ally Indian service. :But if Baillie and 

~lis fOJ'ce had been superadded in time, the whole 
U/ust have been 8.0 formidable th,at we may 
doubt if;Hyder" would even, "have enco~ntered 

it!' 
. " 0~lr. evidence will com~are these' can,ton

men~s to those o~ the period in w h~ch the 
government of this inactive Pres~d~n.t began; 
that you may do justice to his improvem,en~s of 
the' system. As to the little out garrisons, it 
wa~ better policy to have left ~~em und~fended, 
and even dismantled, the master of the field 

I.. .. ',~, 

being s~e of them." 
'U Stores of every kind were ample, and well . 

supp):ied. W4el,l Arcot f~ll, the fact was proved, 
there'at least; and that capture was the'more 
LaPlented t:f>on this account. Illde~d, no princi

~1tl~,ri.so.n of ?P~~S had been taken, (;I.tso late',it 
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period as February, 1782. In January, 1780, 
hopes 'were formed at Madras that riyde~ would 
not invade. But Sir 'l'homas Rumbold owns to 

" 
the- Directors, without reserve, that he has no 
security, and looks at the sword as hllng by a 
little thread over us, till tno 'lIahratta war is 
closed.'\ ..... 

" Sir Thomas R"umbold had not left Madras, 
... . 

when other assurances came that Hyder would 
• 

not enter the Carnatic. lIe 'was then at his . 
capital, and the season was far advanceq. No 
letter frorn the Nabob comnlunicatcd any alarm .. 

'. iug intelligence; and Baillie, ,vho. watched 
Hydal" s motions, even after Sir '1'hornas l'tunl"l' 

bold quitted :M~adras, had formed llopes that, fur .. 
that year at least, we should be safe. We had 

I 

only a defensive, and it would have been perfect 
madness to have drn;wn our force from Pondi .. 
cherry, ur the south, till the last extI'clni~. 

Hyder (lid not move till June, or pass into the 
Carnatic till July 23rd." ..... . 

"The field artillery was complete, no one 
principal g&rrison dcficic\ut; and every loan from 

each of them, for the sieges of Pondicherryor 
Mahe, strictly paid.:' 

• 
"The fortification.s of Madrf}s ·wele favourite 

I"-

objects of Sir l.'homas Rumbold, and formed the 
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most consummate works of the kind that India 
ever saw. We bhall prove their merit l>y t.he 

ablest engineers in the service." .. 
. " In a system of defence thus c0111plieated, . 

against enemies on every side, a11 f'xhnusted 

revenue, internaJ ahuses, and the j(·alousy of the 
native, it was Hot ill hufnan' power to· disarnl . 
every cavil of politieal sJ,lpcn. l~ut ,yho eould, 

• in genpl'al, have .ShOWll l~lore activity, penetra-
tion, judgnlCnt, and spirit, than we have proved 
the ft'atul'cs of his conduct, 'who, according to 

th,e Bill, descried 2'laclras alnlhst in the act of 
oponiug its arillS to the invauer, and better pre
pared for his conquest, than for our ddfence 
against hilll P " 

"l)reparations against ITydor and his }-'rench 

ally! "That l'lsc arc his Cl'inlCb? ~n(r what 

othqr stamp is Inarkpd upon thenl hy the seal of 
truth? llo propare<l against these onemies of 
hiR GovornlTICnt the vory day prior to the f24th of 
March,-,vhich is the date of his first crimc,
by directing tho Inost aocurate survey, and 

return of tho defensive complement! lIe pre
pared -against them, by extinguishing that fialne 
of jcalouRY, the circuit: by.correcting tho in
trigues of ihe s~Lordillate: by conciliating the 

• • 
affections of the native at Madras: by improving 

u 
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the revenue there: by assuring that improve
Illent for a term, and by reconciling native to 
native, ,vhose dissensions "were always felt ill the .. 
Company's treasure: hy appointing Sittel'am to 
be the ])UUll of a rich and extensive ilistrict; 

which, under his 111anagerllont, ,has IJl'oved the 
Illost literal fund 'of l~esource to us in the ,val' : 

hy substituting rt rcfoI'lu of system, in place of 
an odious prosecution ~gainst a" personal victim, 
selected from bis own Council, on" a charge 
unauthenticated, and imputing to him the vice 
of general habit and custom: by earnest, though 

fruitless and baffled attempts, to . extirpate 
Lally'" s troops fronl the Guntoor: by recovering 
tllat Guntoor into the COIupany's hand.: by 
attempting- the remission or diminution of a tax, , 
which w"as a voluntary boon of ours in better 
times, accoll1panied by an assurance on the part 

of the Nlzanl that it never would he enforced; 
a tax that then "'"0 could not puy, and ,vould 

have strippcu ourselves to clothe our enelny: by 
political attentions to the Nabob, our firrn ally, 
without prejudice to the revenue: byexc1aiD1ing, 

at every personal hazard, against the MaRl'atta 
war, now condernncd on every side as the most 
animating spur to Hyder'~ in,,~sion: by 

l 

measures lwithcr abject nor offensive, in his 
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treatment of Hyder's person: by the most rigid 
parsimony: by efforts almost incredible against 
every embarrassment, actual or foreseen: and, 
last of all, by the muster and atl'angement. of' a 
force, which the confederates would nevel' have 

• looked in the f'ac.e, if it had remained united, 
when the Curnatic received 'the: first irnprcssion 
of Hyder's foot." 

u 2 



SUl>PLEMENTAltY CIIAP'rEl~. 

ON MR. HASTINGS' POLICY IN REGARn TO T...t.E WAR WITH' . 
HYD~R, AND ON ~IS R'1i.:LATIONS W1:rH SIR T.qOMAS RUM-

BOLD'S su('um.,sOl~S AT MADRA8, MR. WRITEHIl .. L AN!) 

LOl"tD MACARTNl!:Y, AS U .. I;USTltATING IUS TREATMblNT Ol!"' 

SIR THOMAS J{.UMBOJ,..D.:!\. 

THE censure cast upon ., the Authorities of 
the South" by T.;ord Macaulay, which has heen 

noticed in StHllC of the i'ol'cg'0ing pu,gcs, is 
followed by a sh01't account, Inagnitlcently given, 

of the 9alanlity in the Carnatic, and the conduct 
of Mr. IIastings, on that occasion, according to 
the u~·..lally received opinions. 

"Then it 'was, that the fertile genius and se· 
rene courage of lIastings achieved their most 

signal triuluph. A swift ship, flying' before the .. 
south·west 1l10nS00l1, hrought the evil tidings in 
a few days to Calcutta ....... The struggle ,vith 

Ifyder wDts a struggle for life or death ... \" .. It 
was no tinle for trjfling. lIastings r0~0.lved to 
resort to an extre~l1c exercise of power, to sus

pend the incapable Governor of Fort St. George~ 

.. First Report, Appendix, No. 43. , 
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to send Sir Eyre Coote to oppose Hyder, and to 

entrust that tlistin:.;uished General with the 

whole administration of the "war." 
•• 
That it was in truth a struggle foJ' life or 

death was I>rooably now felt by 1\i(r. llastings, 
• 

and that he had. trifled too long. 'rhe dangers 
• • that were gathering round tl}c COlupany had 

been for some time known to hilll: he had 
• 

judged tll:lt tho ~ iz;mll nlust bo conciliated at 
any 8acrificc~ The aI'111y of the Rajah of Berar 

advanced to the confinf's of Bengal, in pursuance 
of the engagolnent entered into with the eon
federates, 111Ust he kept in check. Still the 
Governor-General pe1'sisted in his Mahratta ·pro
jects, 'undertaken doubtless with S0111e view, 
present or ultelior, for the benefit of the IOom

pa,ny and the natioll, hut wluch thn various 

explanations offered have never rendered very 
comprehensible, and \vhich in the event proved of 

most unsound policy, since it led the different 
chjefs to COlulJose their own disputes, and re-unite 
to direct their resenttuellt against us. Yet Mr. 
Hastings fiattered hiInself he should redeem the 
past by bringing all to n favourable issue. lIe 
had disregarded the serious' (jxpostulations ad .. 
dressed to 4ira f~ peace with tlte .MahraUa,s, 

on an!1 rnodercde terrJls; and even after the 
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departure of Sir Thomas Rumbold, deaf to 
the warnings of the Madras Board, that 
Hyder's projects were ripening, and then, ~pat 
he ~ad actually invaded the Carnatic, Mr .. 
Hastings still held on. It was only when the news 

I 

of Colonel Baillie's defeat re~ched Bengal that 
t-

it was resolved, '~That all luin0r ob}~cts should 
be sacrificed to the preservation of the Cal'uatic, , 
the disputes with the Mahratt~s must be ::leCOID· 

modated, a large military fGrce ancI a sup-plyof' 

money must be instantly sent to Madras." * 
Even at this" conjuncture Mr. II nstings had 

private feelings to gratify. For the suuunary 
measure of Fllspending Mr. Whitphill, Sir 
Thom~u; Rumbold's succossor at 1\![adr~ls, I.Jorrl 
Macaulay and other writprR have lent to Mr. 

\ 
Hastings motives that he did not n ll~ge for him-
self. No person (>aTI read the corrpspondpnee that 

passed on this occasion hetween tlu' Governor
Genel'J,1 and lire Whitehill, without being 
aware that it was not the "incapacity of the 
Governor of Fort St. George" that wns the 
cause of (his suspension. N rit her had l\Ir. 

Hastings any groul1 d for supposing that all the 
:Board of Madras, including }Ir. Whitehill, 

would not have accepted thr- aut}1ority of Sir 
t 

• Macaulay's Essay on Warren Hasti·ngs. 
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Eyre Coote as implicitly as Sir Hector Munro 
appears to have done. These are Illotives that 
have been supplied to 1\ir. ITDstings, in order to .. 
extol his conduct on that ocertsion, nnc! to justify 

the insults offered to the Presidency of ~adras. 
It is time tQ statn the facts as they may be 

gathered from t·he Ap]1{'ndices to the ]{,~ports of 
, 

the ComDlittee. Mr. Jlastings had required the 
su::orendrr of' the GU1;toor. * as a bait to the 

• 
~izanl, relHlered necessal~y, 1)('rhaps, hy the re-
sults of his 01"'11 crooked polley, :lnd, it Inuy b6 
nd(lf'cl, frc)lu th(' ull\yorthy In\.')tive of defeating 
the ,,,Tor], of Sir Thomas 1{ Uln hold. 

The dpllland of Mr. Irasting-s was taken inio con .. 
'3ideration by the I~oard at 1\f auras, ·who demurred t 

"" Second ltE'port) A PPf'llIJiX , No. 98. 

t Augu<.,t 7th, 1780, SII' ll(·l'tol' Munro d('li~('rl'd t1~ followin~ 
Minutr at 1\1 ,1(lra<; :-

" A" the g-iving up tllf' GUlltooI' Cirrar, flftcr getting pO",'3essjon 

of it, (and that "ith t hl' appr( bat 1011 of t lip Supremr Council of 

Hrngal,) m:l~ he dlSappl'ovC:'d by om employrr'3 I'\t hOl~, I am I 

opinion thr Governor-(Jrlwral and Council'" },Ist lrttpr ought to 

hr flnSWC'lcd fnll); rensons given "h~ the Guntoor Cin'ar !:>houlc1 

not hf given up; and if ultimately tlIt:v insist l\lJOn it, they muo:;t 

in ev('r~. r( "pf'rt 1)(' made an~wf'l'al)le lor the rOIl<"('(lU<'llc('s; and . . 
..I nm of opinion, if lt is g-iven 111' that Rl~al('t Jun~ ought to 

have it 2,11,,("11 to him, and not thC" Niram) il"l we had it from 

13aznlet .T un~ ~ but I =\11' for holding our PO<"3(s'3ion llntIl we Ilflvr 
• t 

an (lll'3W(,1' to our next leUeron the suhject ftorn Bcngal."-Appendix 

to Fil'st RC'p~I't, No, ~. 
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as to the justice and propriety of giving up the 
Guntoor to the NizalIl, instead of restoring it to 

Bazalct J ung, hy whonl it had been ceded < ~o 

them, and also from the apprehension that it 
would pass into the hands of IIyder; but the 

distress of their condition ll~d 1)lcnl to eomply 

strirtly.with the ,inju'llctions of· the Governor

General. 'rhe Ni~am was written to, to that 

effect; and lVrr. "Yhitehili ,,,rotc an assurance to 
( 

1\11'. IIasiing-s, that the aWair should h~ concluded 

according to hi~ desire, and as "peC'uily ~s t}1e 

nature of the eir~UlnstallCCf: would u<hnit. rrhi~\ 

letter apologized for past dC'luy, on the SCQre of 

the great troub1cs that llud intervened.. Al

though .1\[1'. \V hitchill's letter was eouch~d in 

respectful torlTIS; yot, while yielding the GUll

toOl', h'e renlinded the Governor-General that 

the oonduct of the Presid.ency had been fully 

sal~ctione~ by himself. * 
!)rev\pusly to this ('orrespOllU~l1Ce, every item 

of intelligenee received at Madras r('~I)ecting 

Hyder's motions was tl'UllSlnitted to 13engal, 

and with renewed solicitations for assistance. 

On the 28th of flune a letter of intelligence, 

dated from the Cape of Good IIope,~ was for-

, . 

>It First Report, Appendix, No.8. 



SUPPLEMENTAltY CHAl"l'ER. 297 

'warded to Bengal, and with it 1tlr. Whitehill 
wrote as follows :-

.. " You ,vill he able to jud go from these pa 1w1'8 

"hat credit is due to the report of a Vr(~nch 

arman1f'nt l}l'cptlril1g' fuT T ndia ......•. Sllould 

such an arnla:tllPnt really conlO ahroad, the ., 

object of' it 11l'USt he', We ('onceiv l', tlf aid the . 
Mahrattas or llyuf>l" Ali, Hnd indeed 1 he lllotions 

of this (·hief ~t rOIl!.dv 'inui('cllO an eXl)('etatioll of 
• \. J .... 

J)O~ erfnl sbppol't frcnll the l i1l'cn('h ....... Tli~ arlny 

]S n0W assenl bleu at l~ilngal()re, and equippt:d in 
every rt:spect for ilnuH·diate tiCtiOll. Part of it 
is aotually auvallccd towards the frontiers of the 

Carnatic. Such is tho apP('HTanCe of thmg's at 
• 

present. If an invasion takf'S 1)laoe,· we shall 
, 

act in the lJcst TIlanner w<' e:lll for the df'fel1C'e 

of the country; but \VO fc:.al' uur (liilicuftics ,vill 

he great for want of nl0110Y, as our ordl1wry 

suppli('s clepcllcl upon tlw growing revenlles, 

,vhich, in case of in\'a~i()n, will :£.,11 very 
short." *~ 

Again, on the 25th of .J uly :-

., "Our l'lbt letter gave you illforll1ation of the 

approach of IIyuer .... \li \vith a large arlny 

towards our frontiers; w,,- now' transmit two 

papers of. intcUigenco just received, by w'hich 
• • 

• !?il'st R"port, Appcnuix, No. 40. 
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you will learn, that he has aetually detached 
part of his cavalry into the Carnntic, and is 

• preparing to follo\v witll llis whole army. 'Y" e 

are takhlg' JU(laSurl'S to assemble our troops in a 

proper ,qitnai ion to oppose thl~, an{l dei"t'nd the 

count ry in the hest Inanner ,ve Rt:e able; but the 

alunns "already ~)ccu~ionC'd, luxvn d.riven the 

peoI)l~ froln tIleit, hahitatiollR, ancl put an entire 
• 

stop to tIl(" tillage of tllf~ ~'1·0uIH1."* ..... . 

. A.nd 3.g'ain on the lRth of A.u~·Ul.:jt :-' 

,~ IIyder haR P111ployed a ('OllRidcl'ahlc hody of 

horsp in rnvagillg"'i he Cnrnclti,'; and he hiuISclf, 

,vith tlH~ rpM of hi~ nl'lHV, has adVt111Pcd a~ far 
" 

as Afl1C'e, and tak<'H three 01' four l-.lnall fortq, 
• 

'which Wf:1'e g'Hfl'isOllecl hy tho Nahob's P(\()pJd . 

.... . . As it will h~ iInpossihle for us to carryon 

this \H~r without suppliC's from ]~pngn], ,vo [Ire 

anxious to he infonned ,,,hen, and to what 

f'xtent, yoa may lJt' a1)]0 to I'lUpP]Y us." t 
lfeaJ\\y]u]n an attC111pt 'was Jl1nc1n to rai~c 

money l1})Ol1 honds, hut with ypry lnnd(·quate 

success. 

No IH~od '}ulving been paid to these letters, 

and others which are rf'('f)rdcd in the Appendix 

to the First Heport;. on tho ItJjth of Septolnber, 

... First Report, Appcudix, No. 1. , 
t Ibid., No. h. 
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~ir Ed",rard IInghes addressed this serious T(:'-

monstrance to th~ Council of Bengal :-

.. "I think it my indispensable duty to "warn 

you, Sir, and g'entlClTIcu, of thp pvjd~nt llCCpssity 

there now exists to guard not only tlH") Cqrnpany's 

territories on tJlis ('oast, but even Fort St. George 

itself, from the arJ11S oP -Prance and Ir~rder, at . 
this time when the w hnle national strength is 

required to In:ke head ng~til1s1 the' ('0111hinod 

force of l?ranco and Spain, nnd our rrhellious 

colonies; and that this lnay be 1110re easily and 

effectuully donC', I nl0~t eurnestly ,vish and 

recQlnmend tJwt. laying aside all atbc\r plans of 

operation against the M ahrattas, or an, ot hC'r 

country powers, the three I>rosidellcies do 

heartily concur by every mC'uns both of 11len, 

and InOney, and 1roatie~, to reullce thisJ]wbituul 
• 

foe to the I~llglish nation 'within due hou1Ldf" 
As far as 111y kno,r]C'rlgc of land service as,sists 

me, it appears to l)1e, under tho Fl:csC'nj, circunl

Rtances, and "itlt all the force this Presidency 

can possibly bring into tho fichl, they will be in 

ho condition to face the ('neH1Y, nor will tr'oops 

alone save thi~ sinking 8p ttlenlont; for I an1 as

sured by the Governor they have no 1110nry in the 
tteasury ~nor UJly evident means of raising it, in 

any proportio; ndequate to thei"r i>resent exigcn-


