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PREFACE

IN editing this book it is my desire to take on myself
the responsibility of any errors' that may have occurred.
I feel the {rery' great disadvantage my brother labours
under in being unable to see his work through the
press ; many additional illustrative facts which he has
sent to me have arrived too late for insertion, and in
any case where doubt has arisen it has been impossible
to refer to him. For many years Mr. NORTON has
been endeavouring to rouse, in the words of LORD
WiLLiAM BENTINCE, ‘‘the shameful apathy and indif-
ference of England to the concerns of India.” Hoping
against hope, he has continued to write with this
object. Iis last book, the * Rebellion in India,” hias
never yet been answered, and why ? ~Because it is
unanswerable. It has suited those who are interested -
in keeping India in its present state of darkness to
ignore that book. It appears to me that every pur-
pose for which MR. NorToN wrote the “ Rebellion in
India” has been achieved ; it was in advance of public

opinion, which is now in accordance with his views,
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bo&-v  @ith regard to the double Government und the
ahnexdtion ‘policy ; and with respect to the injustice of
the seizure of OQude, Government has endorsed his
oplmon in the famous Despatch of Lorp ELLEI\BOROUGH
When "Mg. NokroN wrote the present work, the now
defunct ‘East India Company was only morlbund, I
have in every case allowed the name to stand. Tt
may serve as a warning, lest nomine mutato the same
state of things be allowed to continue. _

I think it right that T should state that in what is’
said of the future Home Government of India, the
Author had only in contemplation the first India Bill,
Lorp PALMERSTON’S ; he could never surmise that, ag
by the wave of an enchanter’s wand, the Court of
Directors, with but slight alteration, would re-appear as
the Council for India.

In conclusion, I wish to" state that the book 1is
entirely free from political bias, Mr. NorRTON has nv
party feelings. Party is not his guide, but Justice.

KENSINGTON GOKE,
1st September, 1858.



CHAPTER L

IxTropveTION.

Durmxg the whole course of the rebellion I have collected
copious notes illustrative of its progress, with the intention
of publishing a second edition of the work which I put forth
at its commencement. At the time I wrote, but few of the
multitudinous facts, which have subsequently established the
positions I then ventured to lay down, had occurred; and
more than one of my critics has taken fair exception to the
“apparently scanty materials or. which I based my conclusion—
that the present crisis is not one of mere mutiny. But mere
self-justification would mnot, in my humble judgment, be a
sufficient plea for appearing again before the public. I am
willing to lcave to the events themselves, and to public opinion,
the -vindication of the correctness of the views which I formed
rather early than hastily ; contenting myself with this declara-
tion, that I have seen no reason to alter, retract, or modify a
word of what I have written: nor have I met with a refutation
of agy of the facts or arguments on which I based my proposi-
tions., Among the chief of these was this, that we should err
in régarding the present outbreak as a purely military revolt ;
although it was to be expected that the most strenuous efforts
would be made by those interested, to maintain that such was

its character; also that it behoved us at such a crisis to take a

reyiew gf"dﬂ the elements of disaffection which might be lurking

among the natives of India, Since then I have scen myself held

-up* as the leader of a pai‘ty which declares that thé condition

+ Bomhoy Times”
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of the yeople is such, that there ought to be a natéonal revolution,
even if there is not; and which persuades itself, in spite of facts,
X th%f there is such a revolution.* (A candid perusal of my pages
“will show that this is mere distorted exagoeration. With the
whole of the Madras Presidency tranquil, and thé whole of
'Bombay nearly so; with the facts before me that out of some
two hundred millions, probably not more than one million has
risen in arms against us, I was not likely to fall into such an
error, or to make any such statement. On the other hand, it is,
I think, equally preposterous to limit the outbreak, either as to
its origin or its character, to a mere military mutiny. We are
still much in the dark as to the secret history of the rebellion ;
and the nation will probably not be satisfied without a thoroughly
searching investigation, carried on by the most able and inde-
pendent Commission it can appoint :t but much light has doubt-
less been cast upon the subject by. what we have ourselves
witnessed, altogether independent of official information.  View-
ing the matter b} such lights as we at present possess, the truth
stands out indisputably clear, that anncxation is at the bottom
of the rebellion; and that large and important claqscs, other
than the military, have part:c;pat.ed in the insurrection. )~
At the same time it is not my intention now to entér upon a
consideration of the full proofs of these assertions. The “Times”
has said, with a strange misture of truth and fallacy, that there
is no use in looking back, and that our cares must be concen-
trated on the future of India, When I wrote, it would have
been manifestly impertinent to haveentered upon a long disqui-
sition of the wants of India and the remedies -requisite for her
condition. The very existence of our continued supremacy was

* Put in other words, the argument stands just ag rationally thus. This is"purely
a military mutiny, If so, the viliagers ought not to take any part in it ; thei'efom.
they do not.
.t The Court of Directors has already ordered the Governor-General to sppomt a

Commission for th's purpese. But it is evident that any Commission appointed by
the Sup Gover t must of ity be'a mere blind ; any inquiry which they
may make, & mere sham inquiry, They have a particular theory to support, namely,
that we have been sutfering from a military-mutiny, nob a rebellion. They have their
measures to justify, and their policy to prove correct. Any persons whom they may
appoint must almost certainly be their own servants, certainly open to the gravest
‘suspicion. The judgment is scarcely likely to be deemed satisfactory when the
accused select their own judges, and these judges from their own subordinates.
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then questionable; and all men’s thoughts were absorbﬁd.bfﬂi&
paramount interest of passing events. The eyes of the whole
nation were straining into the far east, bent upon the progress of
their countrymen ; there was no sympathy, no patience for gny
matter not inthmately connected with their condition, their suf-
ferings, their heroism, their triumphs. To have craved a hearing
at such a season for proposals of future reform, would have been
impertinent folly ; and, therefore, while lending my best aid to
defeat the object of Lord Canning’s Gagging Act, and striving
to call the attention of the public to the true bearings of the
crisis, 1 contented myself with such a hurried and brief sketch
of the measures requisite for the regeneration of India, that even
a friendly critic* has misunderstood my views, which, however,
may. be sammed up in the single word—Justice.

Now, however, times are altered.” The suppression of rebel-
lion and restoration of order are a mere question of time; the
representatives of the nation are about to deliberate on the
future of India; and I conceive that one who has enjoyed the
opportunities which I have, and gathered carefully the experience
of sixteen years of active life in India, may usefully state his
convictions, and pour forth his knowledge for the benefit of those,

. who, without similar advantages, will have to consider what the
future policy of England towards India, and what the future
government of India, shall be.

The greater. portion of this present book will therefore be
devoted to such topics; although I cannot admit the soundness
of that advice which bidé us not look back at all. How we are
indeed to look forward with any prospect of utility or success,
unless e first. of all thoroughly understand the past; Eow we
can safely apply a remedy unless we are first certain what is the
evil ; F%f’fl[’ﬁs particular mstance we should voluntarily reject
t}ﬁ:ﬂ teachings of history, I cannot understand. We cannot have
too accurate a comprehension of -the limits and character of the
whole rebellian : for if, as it has been persistently asserted, it is
-really a pure military mutiny, and nothing more, the measures
tv he adopted are abtm&,ntly clear, simple, and easy. If it were
a national rebellion, in the sense of a general simultaneous rising
of the entire population tween the Himalayas and Cape.

* 0 Atheneum,” London,

B 2
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Comorin, remedy might be hopeless; but fortunately it is not
that, though it might have been. If it be a rebellion comrrfen(fed
indeed by the soldiery in fact, but the result of premeditation
and secret conspiracy among men of the higher classes, who
used the sepoys as mere tools—and if large bodies of the people
‘have risen against us,—then we may argue such a condition
among them, and such latent general disaffection,® as requires
the most delicate handling on the part of our statesmen and
politicians.

That this last will be found to be the true character of the
rebellion, I entertain not the slightest doubt; the proofs, indeed,
all tend one way, however sclfish interest, influence, and igno-
rance may struggle to conccal the fact, and divert attention to
other directions. If we impose upon ourselves in this particular,
or if we suffer ourselves to be imposed upon, the results may
be most calamitous both for England and India; and I would,
therefore, without attempting any dctail, beg to point te some
of the more prominent facts, which will be suggestive enough for
those who choose to follow up the inquiry for themselves. And

this leads me directly to my first topic, which cannot be altogether’

passed over, although it deals with the past, and my principal
concern is with the future.t

See L. Reid, Esq., House of Lords' Report, Question 2700,
\t I shall have to quote Jargely from Indian journals of acknowledged reputation
in this country; and I erave an attentive perusal of these extracts, for T can assure
mj readers that the selections will amply repay their perusal. I know that it is a very
common practice to skip such passages, and pasc on fo the original matter. The
journals in question, t00, may be hut little known, or not known to the English
public; but a little reflection will convince those who wish to master Indian topics,
that they can searcely go to a better source than the res ble journals dia,
whose editors devote their entire time to the task of collecting trustworthy materials,
digesting voiuminous records, and placing valuable information before their subscribers
in a readable Bhape. Depend upon it, that Indian journals are safer guides on Indian
suhjects than even the most brilliant of the home press.] I might, at a very little
outlay of time and labour, have presented all-those valuuble contributions in the shape

of original matter, But whatever others may do, 1 eannot bring myself to filch or suck :

the brains of other men without acknowledgment; and as my object is to open up
sources of information and reflection, I trust a too common prejudice will not operate
to prevent the perusal of quoted as well ns original matter.



CHAPTER IIL

Toric 1sr.
1. What is the character of the Rebellion? II. What is its cause?

TaEse two questions are intimately connected; for unless the
rebellion was, in its origin, a mere military mutiny, which

assumed a totally different character as the infection spread and
its dimensions grew beyond the control of the mutineers, it is
obvious that the character of the rebellion has been determined,
and may be judged of by its cause. Those who assert that the
outbreak is purely a military mutiny are bound to establish two

points. They must shew that it is confined to the sepoys, for

only they can be mutineers; and they must assign some satisfac-

tory reason for the sepoys suddenly rushing into mutiny.

=t may be said, and that plausibly, that the panic into which

the sepoys were thrown by the fear of losing their caste and their

religion, by being compelled to Dbite the obnoxious cartridges,

affords such reason—that the sepoy is the creature of impulse,

ignorant to a degree, and a mere unreasoning child on such
matters. The mutiny at Vellore may be quoted; and it may be

argued that the merest trifles, a change of an article of dress or
the like, has heretofore proved sufficient to kindle the suspicions

of native soldiery, and to hurry them into mutiny. I am very

far from saying that this plea of the cartridge was a mere pre-

text, so far as the sepoys were concerned, in the first instance.

I think it must be admitted that a real lond-jide alarm was

excited in the mind of the sepoys, both Hindoo and Mussulman,

by their belief that the new cartridges were compounded of the
fat of pigs and bullocks. But this will not account for the con-

duct of those sepoys who mutinied at a period long subsequent
to the outbreak of the rebellion, at isolated stations, .after the
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proclamation of the Government; after the repeated assurances
of %heir officers; after the fact that the men were pemntbed to
make up their own cartridges; after the withdrawal or non-issue
of the articles objected to; and after mutiny had become hopeless
from the success of British arms. The question still remains,
-'by whom was this cry against the cartridges first raised; was it
a mere accidental circumstance, or was it not a cry pitched on
with the most consummate craft by conspirators, in whose hands
the sepoys were mere tools and puppets?

Now the trial of the King of Delli has disclosed the existence
of a conspiracy long previous to the first outbreak of the rebellion.
We find him not only in communication with numerous rajahs
and chiefs, but actually sending emissaries to the Shah of Persia
during the late Persian war, to obtain his aid towards the extir-
pation of the English. The Delhi proclamations, we know, were
sent to Oude, and the puppet boy-king of Lucknow affected to
act as the appointee of the great Mogul at Delhi. I will not
press hard upon a fallen man, or assert that the King of Oude
is implicated in the conspiracy, though we know that he wus
arrested suddenly in Calcutta, has been a close prisoner cver
since,. and 1t Is asserted on good authority that the Government
1s in posses:,wn of convincing evidence of his complicity. DBut
every man is presumed innocent until he is proved guilty; and
I will not follow the example of a pamphleteer who has sketched
out the whole plot of the conspiracy in the minutest detail, and
shewn what share of territory cach conspirator was to obtaii,
down even to the division of Calcutta itsell. It is quite certain
that the sepoy regiments quartered in Delbi had. previous to the
commencement of the Delli mutinies, a good mutual under-
standing with the troops at Meerut;* for when the troopers
from that station galloped into the city of Delli, the infantry at
once opened out so as to expose their officers to the fire of the
cavalry, who rode up and pistolled them one by one. The
whole then proceeded to the palace, they paid their allegiance to
the king, attacked the arsenal, murdered the Europeaus, and
seized the city. The whole work was far too systematically done

* It is surmised that the native officers from Delhi who went to Meerut to sit on
the court martinl of the cavalry troopers, there entered into the arrangements for the
ontbreak with the Meerut troops.
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to permit of the supposition that it was the vesult of mere
momentary impulse. An entire regiment does not so give up its
?ﬁicers to murder.

o { Previous to the outbreak, as well as subsequently, bands of
fakeers or holy mendicants had been wandering over the country.
They had been in some instances detected in tampering with the
sepoys of the armies of Madras and Bombay. Whether the pas-
sage of the chupattics was a signal connected with the rebellion
or not, I will not take upon myself to affirm, for I have not seen
any sufficient evidence on the point;* but, independently of
that, the facts point to but one explanation of the cartridge-cry,
namely, that it did not originate with the sepoys, but was
sclected with consummate tact and skill by those, who, behind
the curtain, were casting about for a motive which should
deeply stir both the Mussulman and Hindoo ranks of the Bengal
army.

“The outbreak at Mcerut, caused as it was by the severity, and
rendered successful by the imbecility, of the military authorities,
was nevertheless a providential circumstance for us.  The shell
burst too soon. The plot was not quite ripe in all its parts.
-Could it have been kept without explosion until the Mohurrum,
T doubt whether there would have been a European left alive in
India to tell the tale of the vevolution. That is the festival,
when funaticism is most widely and most casily excited; the
Hindoo Dusserah falls about the same time, and it is reported
that this was the season fixed upon for the fulfilment of that
propheey rospecting the termination of the Dritish Raj, which
was 50 well caleulated to bring about its own veriﬁcationi

The greased cartridge~cry was the spark which fired the train;
but the train had been most carefully laid.- And if this does not

»* The witness, Tut Mull, produced on the trial of the King of Delhi, su lute as
February 4th of this year, could give no explanation of this mysterious signal. He
deposes a8 follows :—** I had heard the story of the cirenlation of chupatties through-
out the country. I do not know what the signification of the chupatties was. I
“have never heard of any precedence among either Hindoo or Mussulman for such a
:deed, There were various meanings assigned hy popular voice to the circumstance ;
some said they implied tampering with the religion of the people ; some that it pre-
dicted that Government intended to interferé with their food. 1 do not know why
such meanings were attached to the fact, but I know that they all had for their
7object poisoning the minds of the people ayainst the Government.”
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afford us ‘a sufficient solution of the mystery which those whe
maintain the pure military mutiny theory have to fathom, mos&
assuredly we may look in vain for other causes of discontent i
the ranks of the Bengal army, such as would serve to adcount for:
mutiny on their parts at this particular time. The moment had-

not arrived, though it must have arrived sooner or later, when
an army, consntutcd like that of Bengal, was prepared to preci-
pitate itself headlong into that dedth—utrurmle for dominion with,
its sovereign, which marks the history of all P]":Lt()]'lan bands.
On the contrary, of all cenditions and classes of men in India,
the Bengal army liad the least cause to complain; they had fow
burthens to bear; no grievances without a remedy. They felt
not the grinding of cither the revenue or the judicial systems.
Their lives and property were safe from the robber and the
police ; they were petted and pampered to the top of their bent ;*
discipline sat easy upen them; their pay was regular and ample,
They could save while serving, and their retiring pensions were
secure. Their officers were proud of them, and kind to them ;-
indeed the men knew that they were masters of the situation.
Centralization had deprived the commanding ofticer of his iinme-
diate authority ; his representations met with but little favor at
head-quarters ; laxity of discipline was winked at, becaunse it was
-useless to report it; petty demands were conceded to for the
same reason. The sepoys’ comforts were signally cared for,
Compared with those who remained tillers of the carth, from
which class they themselves chicfly sprung, they were as porce-
lain to clay; their lot was indeed cvery way enviable, and a-
subject of sclf-congratulation. 4

The fact is, they were acted upon from without, not from
within ;'\and though the rebellion began with the mutiny of a

* « Qui i indisputably a Dengal officer of great experience and observation,
remarks, that a great deal of nonsense has been talked about the pampering of the
Bengal army. That they have not heen spared from arduous duty ; that the field of
sheir duties has been vastly increased by the progress of annexation is unquestionably
true. DBut the encourngement offered in every direction to the prejudices of caste;
and the truckling to the impression on the sepoys’ minds, that on all questions cone
nected with this, head-quarters would yield to them; the disposition of officers to hush *
up matters; and the diminution of regimental officers’ authority hy that system of

. centralisation, which made the commanding officer powerless, and enconraged the
men to slight hia authority, muy, I think, be most justly characterized as pampering, >
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; regiments, it was not a case of spontaneous combustion on
part of the army; but the army had been tampered witl,
d was the first weapon ‘turned against us by those who were
e¢pared to take themselves an active part in the attack, if
uccess seemed hopeful, and the first attempt was not forthwith
crushed.

If the true origin of the rcbellion is not to be found in the
pure military mutiny theory, still less sustainable is the assertion
that the insurrection in its career has embraced none but military
classes, and that the people have taken no part whatever in its
horrors and its crimes. To refute this sweeping statement, it
would suffice to point to Oude.  That is now the focus of rebel-
lion, to which, as to a common centre, all the flames of insurrec-
tion are drawn. It has been asserted that the people of Onde
are longing for our return. Thé testimony of an eye-witness—
my friend, the late Licutenant Crump, of the Madras Artillery,
the writer of the admirable letters which appeared in the « Satur-
lay Review”—tells a totally different tale. e speaks of the whole
population being np in arms; every village fortified and loop-
holed ; every man’s hand against us,*  The significant fact that,

* The following is from Lieut. Cromp's description of the fight at Unao:—* On
the 29th the advanee towards Locknow began in carmest,  The foree moved off at
daylight, with the knowledge that they might expect to meet with opposition at a -
village called Unao, three or four miles on ahead, said to be oceupied by some men
and guns; hence, no one was supprised when, on nearing the place, three guns
apened on us.  Two of our ficld-picces moved forward, and soon silenced their fire;
but, as the troops moved on, a line of white puffz of smoke from the orchard and
rarden walls surrounding the place gave evidence that the matchlock men meant to
shew fight. On this the skirmishers dashed forward, and soon drove them out of
their orchards into the village; but when our men attempted to follow up their
success, and clear the village, they were met by an opposition which fairly astonished
the English soldiers. '

{ * These nud-walled villages of Oude, and their fighting inhabitants, are among the
most peculiar features of the country. LEvery hamlet s at chronic feud with its
neighbours, and il of them look upon open vebellion against the farmer of their
taxes as a sacred duty, The consequence is, that a century of practical experience
in the art of self-defence has converted these villages into almost impregnable forti-
fications, and the villagers themselves into probably the best garrison troops in the
world, A hundred Oude men will fice from ten on the open plain, but place ten
of the same behind a loop-holed mud wall, and they will hold their own against a
hundred, nor think it much to do. Such was the case now in the petty village of
Unao. Qur troops were in the place, and all round it, yet they could do compara~
tively nothing, and were dropping fust under the bullets of their unseen Toes.
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out - of the 40,000 men who sat down to besiege Sir Hen
Lawrence at Lucknow, 20,000 went away to sow their fields,
shews that not soldiery alone were leagued against us, even af
“that carly period. The two retreats of Havelock; his clo
beleaguerment after he had relieved the glorious garrison wh
had contended for eighty-seven days against artillery within fifty
yards, and riflemen within ten; the murderous contest of Sir
Colin Campbell when he relieved Havelock, and when 2,000 Oq
the enemy were slain, in hand-to-hand conflict, in a single court-/
vard; the isolation of Sir James Outram in the Alumbagh ; thei
forced retreat of Sir Colin Campbell before superior numbers ;i
the preparations which he made for his final spring upon]
Lucknow, when four armies were launched mmulmneousiy‘i
against Oude; the state of fortification of the capital, where!
every strcet was barricaded, andt fresh earthworks of Cyclopean:
proportions attested the intention of the insurgents to die fighting;
at their posts;—all these facts unmistakeably prove that so far!
s Oude, at least, is concerned, we have to deal with a thoroughly:
national rebellion. ,

But it may be said that the case of Oude is special; that the.
people of Oude have a grievance, and a peculiar cause of their:
own to fight for; and that their condition proves nothing with
regard to the feelings of the population of other parts of India.
Passing by the dammng admission that the Oudites Zave a cause
of quarrcl, which they are prepared to fight for to the death, I
will make those who differ from me a present of Qude; let it be
an exceptional case, and let us confine our attention to those
other portions of India over which the rebellion has swept. Is
it true that there also the outbreak has been a pure military
mutiny; that the people have taken no share in the insur-
rection?

Here again I will make a present of all the budinashes of the
-cities, all the released felons and convicts from the gaols, all the
scum which ever rises to the top of the cauldron when the broth
is made sufficiently thick and slab. Such deductions being
made, how stands the matter?

Thrice did & portion of the best regiment in the field charge a mud-walled enclosure
containing a number of men, and thrice were they driven back with heavy Joss of
officers and men.")
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b In dealing with this, it is impossible for me to give all, or even
tithe of the small but significant facts which the progress of*
he rebellion and the detailed account of personal narratives
firnish. 1 have kept a copious register of such extracts, it is
frue, which any body may see; but I am compelled to point
pather to large classes of facts than to individual events; and I
fnust be content with suggestively enumerating the chief topics of
gvidence, which the reader can verify for himself. '
" In the first place, let me call attention to the extent of territory
pver which the struggle has rolled. Lect the map be consulted
for ascertaining how vast is the area, how many places and tracts
Bf country are involved, where no sepoy regiments have been
Eresent. Next, let the reader reflect upon the significance of the
bumerous accounts in which he is told of burning villages, against
the wholesale destruction of which and their inhabitants Lord
LCanning was forced to issue to the civil authorities that proclama-
gion which has called down mpon him so much unjustifiable
gensure for misplaced clemency. Let the reader recollect the
hmumerable accounts of contention with matchlock men, and
spear or bow-men. {L In all such cases he may rest assured that
our opponents were not mutincers, who are armed with our per-
cussion muskets, and have no villages to burn.! Then let him
recal to mind the various published histories of European fugi-
tives, in which the conduct of the country-people towards them
is set forth. “Here and there a friendly village is approached; a
%ﬂ:bob or ranee protects and conceals the hunted European; but
the general run of the story is the reverse of all this. The fugi-
tives are plundered and ill-treated ; they have to hide in jungles,
gnd keep away from the high-roads; they dare not approach the
A illages, even for water; they arc threatened and thrust forth;
ey can procure neither food nor carriage; they exhaust their
urces in bribes, or are openly plundered. True, this strange
intermingling of friendly and unfriendly populations, in close
proxiaity, argues a very low state of civilization. It recalls to
inind the accounts which we. read of travels in the interior of
rica, but it forcibly reveals the real state of feeling of  the
ple towards us; on which farther light is thrown by the sin-
llar account of the state of public feeling in Rhotuck, as we read
it in the official despatches from Delhi. There the ubiquitous



Bave everywhere enwm:‘ad. These
md, in all these cases, the rabble represent,
ﬂm mﬂrepo}mlatwn of th:e pettynoble’ do

! aisﬁve part agamst us. In some mstancee,
":fallen away from their a]leglmce, but have

embordmate" the trial and execution of the civilias
ly; and the massacre of our helpless women by H
vhen his master, less cruel than hmwelf‘ woulnd




b idoctl defasios- of ke Bolseof Axibeh: by Waksiu
s has only been outmarvelletf by the defenos

'becarefultodlstmgumhbetmenmdwi&ul
- successful exertion of the public magistrate; t
ant acts of self- defence and the force of the‘

ho them, have joined the mutmeers, adnnthng ﬂmtw W
: uthgﬁrst to rise, as, indeed, was to be

eats, resumptions—confiscation under whatever
% Friend of India,” on the 2nd of J uly, 185'1, ;
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Jgdlﬂgeu are up in arms sgamstvﬂlager;,v
police, instead of attempting to maintain or es ‘order,
erywhere swelling the host ofmﬂiansﬁmtarehmt.m
. While many rajah s and zemindars have hitherto
; ed ostensibly faithful to the British Crown,| others have
xmm up as chiefs by the mutineers, or hav

|standard of their own mdependence, or have proclaimed a.llegmnm
(to the recently installed sovereign of Delhi.| In Oude many of
the chiefs are in open rebellion. The Ranee of Jhansi, after
: m in the massacre of all the British there, has raised a body
of 14,000 men, with twenty guns. The Jaloun chief has raised
|a body of about 12,000. Rover Singh of Shahabad, between
ithe Soane and Benares, has a vast body of rebel followers—
variously estimated from 20,000 to 40,000—now hanging
hreateningly over Mirzapore, one of the grandest emporiums of
trade in the North-West, and where the British are now sh_ ’
within an intrenchment. The chief of Secundra’Rao;

body of cavalry and infantry, has taken pa”wn of Coalim\-
Allyghur, between Agra and Delhi, and proclaimed himself
Subadar, or governor, for the King of Delhi, of a.lltheeotmtry
ween these towns and Allahabad, that is the whole country
between the Jumma and Gra.nges———collectmg the revenue due to

" our Govetnment, and exercising other prerogatives of royalty!

| “From these and other facts of a similar kind—some of them
formerly mentioned—how utterly erroneous and misleading must
Jappear some of the representations in home journals, from the
" fm downwm‘dsh What becomes of the oﬁ: miimlaeﬂ_.;
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" reeently abandoned by the British au :
ahommedan chief has been set up as Nazim or Governor.
‘name of the recently installed Emperor of Delhi. As rega

 the feelings of the great masses of the people towards the Bri
Ge "’y"ent, the most contmdxctory statements have beén pht

term, on the part of any conmderable porhon of the native
on towards the British power, is what no one who really
ows them could honestly aver. Individual natives have become
hed to individual Britons. But such isolated facts can prove

as to the feelings generally prevalent with respect to t.'he

|

and their power. . . After escaping from the m

o

o p-uienlu instances, expenenced kindness at the hands

villagers; but in far the greater number of i
_veexpemnced quite the reverse. On this acco

themnelva to jungles and pathless forests, e
of beasts-qf prey, and to mmfold pnvms,

evat and anon reported in our pnbhc _]ournals, how
mﬁf?oppomte a name, * killed by the vill
volunteer expedition, which lately went out
‘ﬂ'eamt, wntq&that ltwas evident as tha




'mthmeonntry and, havmgbeenm a
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“it may be but partially developed, in the very vitals of
ﬂmﬁm and if the existence of these, in spite of obvious
symptoms and warnings, be deliberately ignored, what can we
ct, except that, one day or other, they will break forth into
~ araging virulence, which all the art of the most skilful physwmn
ﬁn neither mltlgate nor arrest ?”
- And again, Dr. Duff, in another letber published in the
“’Wntness, says :—
L It is the fact, that it is not a mere ¢military revolt, but a
- rebellion—a revolution—which alone can account for the little
~ progress hitherto made in extinguishing it, and, at the same
~ time, precludes any reasonable hope of its early complete sup-
- pression. That it is a rebellion, and a rebellion, too, of no
“recent or mushroom growth, every fresh revelation tends more
and more to confirm. And a rebellion long and deliberately
concocted—a rebellion which has been able to array the Hindoo
‘and Mahommedan in an unnatural confederacy—a rebellion
which is now manifestly nurtured and sustained by the whole
. population of Oude, and, directly or indirectly, sympathised
, with and assisted by well nigh half that of the neighbouring
| provinces—is not to be put down by a few victories over
mutinous sepoys, however decisive or brilliant.
| % To earn for the present revolt the designation of ¢ rebellion,’
it is surely not necessary that the entire mass of the people
~should have risen in active host:hty against us, We talk of
the rebellion of ¢forty-five’ in our own land, though only a
section of the gemeral population actually took up arms—
“known, however, to be sympathised with by numbers of par-
tisans throughout the land. And is not the sway of the rebels
_at this moment vastly firmer and more extensive in Northern
~ and Central India, than ever was that of Prince Charles and
- #his followers throughout the British Isles ?
- % That there is, even in Northern and Gmtrallndﬁ,m,:
: etdiniﬁlquet simple, and industrious race, whe,lfletalm
w«dﬂ lm ‘on, nnder any aramount power, in prom&m
: t- I have heretofore agqn and
K f ‘B%ﬁ?mthaﬁut,ltwassmyly forgotten
wy of our officials and Mﬂaf yubhcm at T




mkﬂfmleneemdnpma-wmdleasdnmtenwdeheﬁ,m
crowds of retainers, the descendants of marauders who, in
their day, founded -petty thrones and pnnupahﬁes—métkai
all of these, together with the multitudinous armed

long kept in check or under repression bythesh’onghmlﬁ

- e

a righteous Government, the mutiny at once released and |

turned adrift, as surging elements of mischief, to Ooou:'uxd
scourge a desolated land. )

IS

% Even by those who were not altogether incognisant of ﬁw;

peculiar constitution of native society, it has been s tmngslyv

forgotten how vast a proportion of the general population in
‘Northern and Central India consist of those very elements of

mischief which have now been let loose, free to follow their

predatory instinets, and issue forth to mingle in the sanguinary
fray. Aye, and it has been strangely overlooked how, in such
a general mélée of anarchy, the active or passive sympathies of

numbers of the ordinary peaceable and industrious population

must of necessity be excited in favour of the rebels, and
against us—Ileading them readily to supply the former with
provisions and information, while provisions are reluctantly
doled out to us, and ‘useful information never—thus greatly
augmenﬁng our difficulty in defeating their desperate enter-
prises, and rendering the task of quelling rebellion a far more
formidable one than the persevering assertors of a mere mﬂmry
‘revolt can be prepared to anticipate.

% That there is a ¢military revolt’ is, alas! fartooem&pb
caously written in characters of fire and blood through all the

military stations of Northern and Central India. But, what all

- the friends and advocates of right measures for the restoration of
lnettledpewe andordermustpermtmmtermls, M‘A
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ﬂeﬁon of indulgence—we may expect the patience, the disin-
restedness, and the energy of Christian principle to be taxed to
ﬂn uttermost before the tremendous conflict shall issue ina. solid
* and satisfactory peace.
- % The representation now given I do believe to be, in its lead-
mg%atures, the only true one. And if men were seriously to
'Mect, it is the only one that can adequately account for the
* phenomena of the unparalleled struggle which has been carried
~ on for months past. Never has the enemy been *met without
- being routed, scattered, and his guns taken; but though con-
stantly beaten, he ever more rallies, and appears again ready for
a fresh encounter. No sooner is one city taken, or another re-
lieved, than some other one is_threatened. No sooner is one
- district pronounced safe, through the influx of British troops,
| than another is disturbed and convulsed. No soomer is a high-
way re-opened between places of importance, than it is again
closed, and all communication, for a season, cut off. No sooner
- are the mutineers and rebels scoured out of one locality than
~ they re-appear, with double or treble force, in another. No
~gooner does a moveable column force its way through hostile
rnka, than these re-occupy the territory behind it. All gaps in
~the numbers of the foe seem to be insta.ntaneously filled up; and
- mo permanent clearance or impression appears anywhere to be
’hﬁ&e. (The passage of our brave little armies through these
‘swarming myriads, instead of leaving the deep traces of a mighty
Mm through a roughened field, seems more to resemble
| that of the eagle through the elastic air, or a stately vess&l
j Mugh the unfurrowed ocean.)
. “Smalyfactalfhetheseought at lengthtoopmtheeyészof
‘;,r,‘m&nlmspahtmam a.ndwspsculators,tothe&re reality
~ of the condition of things with which we have to deal, and the
s magnitude of the task of subjugation and reconstruc-
wrmm Inynotﬂm nndu'themﬂneaoo iy




wﬁﬂsmglmof pame—terror, whan lookmguthe r
sefting sun, one did not know but its morning beams
reflected from his dishonored blood, the uppermost ass
 my own mind was, that were Calcutta, the most
monument of the ascendancy of Great Britain in the East, burnt
' to the ground, and her sons and daughters buried amid its glaring
ashes, such a catastrophe would only cause a mightier vi
to thrill through the heart of the British people, and rouse
~ to exertions for the reconquestandovangehmhonof In
as the world never witnessed before.”
m%enexthmesseamofadxﬁ‘erenteountry (
nﬁ:vu themselves, and they describe the scenes which -
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i Wp ‘the river; but on M pemstmg to pmwaﬂg :
( ‘ﬂiﬂnfonrguardamwomnpmythemtotheendofﬂsm :
risdiction, strictly enjoining them on no account to cross the
river, but always to keep along the Humeerpore bank of it.
- They got up with safety as far as Michreepore, where the guards
E  left them, repeating to them the injunctions they had already
- received. From this latter place, they proceeded up to a plaee
* called Simarah, a few miles above Calpee, without much serious
_ opposition, as the country was then comparatively peaoeable.
- This last-mentioned village stands on the banks of the river, to
. which they had been prohibited to go; but the boatmen, fancying
~ that the navigation along it was comparatively easier, impru-
- dently crossed over, and moved the boats,—the number of which
~ had increased to eight since they left Allahabad,—on an adjoining
chupr, for the purpose of cooking their food. They had not, how=
ever, been long here, before they could see a party of four or
five hundred ruffians, mostly villagers, armed . with swords,
latees, and muskets too, descending down the shore with an.
intention, which they had no difficulty to conjecture. Fortu- -
nately, however, as the alarm had been given in time, they
 hastily got upon the boats any how they could, before the rascals
could arrive on the spot and seize the boats. The river at this
place being very narrow, the shouting and yelling of these
desperadoes, furious at losing their prey, brought out masses of
villagers on the other bank, to which the boatmen and the
_ trembling, weak, and helpless pilgrims, were invited to come
| over, with offers of assistance and protection. But no sooner
" had they gone there, than they found that these men were not a
whit better than the fellows on the other bank; for their head
- man told them in plain words that if they wished to be saved
¢ from being plundered and dishonored, they must immediately
pay down to him and his followers a handsome sum of money as
ﬁwm of his protection. Under these difficult and dangerous
- circumstances they handed him six hundred rupees, upon which
- he agreed to follow them with his men along the shore down to
Calpee, where they were assured they would find protection from
e zemindar, who bad declared himself the rajah of the distriet.
y were told, besides, that the voyage further up was very




‘sﬂhpﬁkrmml&ethemsdves,had"bwnme&a bm plun-
dered at Etawah. Accordingly the boats began to*’ply&'egm,
the head man and his mmompmymgthemalong the bank ;
bnt what was their surprise when they saw fresh bodies of men
appearing on both banks, shouting to them in the most ;bnsive
and threatening language to lagow the boats; the head man,
however, be it said to his honor, still remained their friend, m&
but for him they had certainly been lost; for he told the boatmen
to disregard their threats and use their utmost exertions to carry 57‘
down the boats, till they reached Calpee, while he with his"men
employed some means to slacken the pursuit of those who were
most furious for the prey. This, however, had the most fortu-
nate effect of raising an altercation between the two parties,
which enabled the fugitives to reach Calpee without further
molestation. QOne fact ought to be stated here very distinctly,
that among the ruffians who had pursued them, setting all law at
defiance, there was perhaps not one mutinous soldier, but that
they were all villagers and people living along the banks of the
* river. This proves very clearly, notwithstanding anything that
may be said to the contrary, that whole villages, at least in that
part of the North-West, have turned rebellious, and done their
best to disorganize the country. These men, it can scarcely be
denied, have done their best to overturn the authority of Govern-
ment, and have in most cases cheerfully obeyed the authority of
any rebel zemindar, who had power or influence enough to pro-
clalm himself rajah.

“ Arriving at last at Calpee, vainly hoping to see the end of
their troubles, the fugitives were immediately surrounded by
bodies of bravoes, calling themselves the rajah’s men, who came
ostensibly with the purpose of protecting them, but really to see
what they could get. Here they were detained for nearly two
months, during which time, though they were not much molm

~ they had the mortification of being spectators of many an atro-
 cious act, the principal of which-was the cold-blooded
‘of an European gentleman and his lady. When the fugitives
% mvﬁ@dpee, they were still living, but only a few days
after their arrival, when it is'said a body of mutinous soldic
rived at the place, &e« tvmhdpimm‘ﬁmE




a bodies wi -
: ’Bfanammtd. Itmunnecessaryto'

in the vﬂlages and hamlets of the Nm'th-vWest.
the fugitives learnt with what feelmgs of hatred

| with them-several Enghsh books, which the boys nsad
‘ a.nd Enghsh shoes for their use, all of' which they tbrey

had given orders in the bazaar to sell Company’s M
theyeall ladshahee at thirty-two gundalu for the rup:




~out of all da.nger The pa.rty has recgnﬂy return
fiﬁvmgpudnearlyone thousand rupees to different
the price of their protectlon, as already stated.”*
The following is the account of the oondmon of the

escaped the massacre : — »
« After the missionaries and other EuroPeaus left ﬁ\g"

tlungs grew worse in the zllah of Furruckabad. The «
officers, notwithstanding their most strenuous efforts for tl
préemhon of order, lost all power of ruling out in the

surgents passing on. ‘the Grand Trunk Road, as wel
~dacoits. The now lifted up their heads, and tho
: hme_forthemtoworkhadamved. Nothing was heard

barking through fear. Om-place onawoum;‘ai
ﬁmmfacm:y wasmgreutdangerfromdmows swmﬂq



does not yetappear thatthefall of Delhi hasproduced
my peaceful results among the natives of India. The
ion is not checked, nor is the war ended. The greater part
he rebel gartison of Delhi has fled into the province of Oude,
- which will- now probably be the great battle ground of the .
‘rebellion. - Already a large body of armed rebels is collected
 there, and it is rumoured in Bombay that they have succeeded in
lhﬂthﬂg up General Outram and General Havelock in Lucknow,

~ thus cutting off their anticipated return to Cawnpore with thé

_ relieved garrison of the Residency. Lucknow is yet to become
~ a second Delhi of the war.
“ To those whose eyes are not bleared by Enohsh pre_]udxces,
" it is evident that this formidable rebellion is a natural sequence
of the annexation of Oude by the East India Company. And
there are English presses in India bold enough and candid enough
to assert this opinion, in spite of the Governor-General’s gag
law. The true history of that annexation is yet to be written.
The Oude Blue Bock, which has been presented to Parliament,
is Lord Dalhousie’s special plea in justification of the robbery.
Many of its statements are absolutely false, and its argument
may be considered a disgrace to the public morality of England.
But it is, of course, the only account of the transaction which
the East India Company and Parliament will consider authentic.
It is generally true that the British rule in India has never taken
any hold on the affections of the people, and nowhere is this
* truth more apparent than in the province of Oudé) The
* OQudeans, who are, more than any other nationality in India, a

~ warlike people, hate the English Government with a determina~
- tion which has been conspicuously displayed by the massacres at

- Cawnpore and Futteyghur, and by the long, desperate siege of
 the British Residency at Lucknow. When, in February, 1855,
 the late King of Oude was ordered to abdicate his throne and his
kingdom to the East India Company, and General Outram at
- Lucknow, with 13,000 English troops near by, stood ready to
xm@momgu the Hindoo and Mahommedan troops in -
e king’s army bound themselves by an oath to defend their
vereign and their country with their !am'and theBer |




 one anothe ,?msom«mmmmﬁ i the
.wummmmmﬂmmmm,mmﬁ
~ precipitate a war with the East India Company. The rajahs and
zemindars of Oude also sent word to the king (during the three
days which General Outram allowed him to consider the East
India Company’s command to surrender) that if he would give ’51
them mthonty they would raise an army of 100,000 men, mﬁf'
1,000 pieces of artillery, to resist the Company’s attempt at
annexation.) But the king, filled with grief, considered ﬂlﬂ
it would: be useless to resist the rapacity of the East India
Company. . He disarmed his troops, dismounted his guns, and
published to his subjects a proclamation of his intentions to
surrender his throne and his kingdom. hen, on the third day

- (February 7, 1856), General Outram visited the palace at
Lucknow to learn whether the king would comply with the
¢ Honourable Company’s’ commands, he found the sentries on
duty armed only with sticks. The king had surrendered; and
immediately General Outram issued a proclamation, which Lord
Dalhousie had prepared for him at Caleutta, declaring' that ¢ the
government of the territories of Oude is hereafter vested exclu-
sively and for ever in the Honourable East India Company.’
But when the Company began to organize the territories, all
those who had been officers of Government under the deposed
king refused to enter the new service. The soldiers of the dis-

. banded army of the king refused to enter the new regnnenh
which the Company raised, although every power of persuasion
amlmﬁmxdanonwastnedtobnngthemmmthenewmnk&
These and similar facts and incidents of that ¢ annexation’ have
never been published that I know of—for the Oude Blue Book

.quld be no place for them, but I recite them to you, at.thi

_’ MénwnhtheeventanowtmnspmngmUpperIm «m
;‘-W;gbenwnm()udememmenﬂyawhomlrebeﬂm
meudmmhes ﬂmryots,ﬂlezmmndm muﬂ in arn
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6,
_ﬁzeu' protest and humble petition,
~at Lucknow, and their persoml eﬁ'eus




_'ymdmmym themselves. m‘eir.mty
ate the action of British policy, before, in- ﬁf@‘ﬂ




tion of Oude. BntﬂnngofDeihm
o of royalty was most precarious. Seven years before,
‘commencement of Lord Dalhousie’s reign, his enforced
had been deliberated and determined on by the English
ent; it is true that Lord Dalhousie did not deprive the
parent of his dignity, nor compel him to submit to terms,
hy, on his succession, he ¢ should leave the palace of the
~and that he should, as king, receive the Governor-
~on terms of perfect equality.” But the mtended

publmty at the time. When Peer Ali, the headoftbﬁ :
nded revolution at Patna was detected, ¢ his correspondence
him to have been in communication with Mussee Owl
of Cawnpore, ever since the annexation of Oude, and -
‘ phowed that a secret conspiracy had existed for some time in
~ Patna, carried on under mstruchons from the North-West, fm'
' some great ulterior purpose.” *
- Two other facts speak volumes. Nana Sahib, at the date
_annexatlon of Oude, had £500,000 in the Company’s funds.
‘had from that time been selling out gradually until but
' £30,000 stood in his name when he attacked the entrenchment
at Cawnpore. When he sent by Mrs. Greenway to Sir Hugh
1€ to offer terms of surrender, he expressly exempted from
clemency all those who had anything to do with Lord
sie’s government. The proclamation of Khan Bahadoor
the retired principal Sudder Ameen of Bareilly, who set
~as nabob of that place, was put in evidence on the
thpKingofDeth It throws much light upon the
of the rebellion. It appeals to- the religious fears of the
' mahmofthewmern tlmspumydew

o
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“not even one of vote'of censure; for it must be cc
one ministry has been just as remiss as another i
India. Lord Derby and Mr. D'Istacli cannot point to an
of policy during their administration which! evinced deeper
wwamﬁmymmdmmﬁmwm
than that either of their predecessors or successors. But one o
the gravest lessons ever read in history lies opanw
and it behoves us to read it right. Wemydepdﬁ
too, that, after peace is restored, we shall have as diffic
task before us as ever nation proposed to itself. Indeed
conquest of the future will, I fear, be even more difficult
that of the past. Everything depends upon the steps which we
- may take. A single false step may be our ruin. Wehm

confidence of vast masses to restore ; as Mr. Lowe says, we
phythep-nofJacktheGmntK,\ller,andgoqmﬂyw
~ fast as soon as the foe is laid low. We must gird up our loins to
 a Herculean task; prudence in our eyes, firmness in our feet,
justice in our right hands; with these we must walk ri

“onward.  And unless we ascertain these two points, fi
f”iu@d‘ﬂncsuh,mwhduh “traditionary policy
- exploded ; secondly, that we hsvetbn“nghtmm
‘Mﬂ MWMHMQ&WM




yﬁ&g:dhandyworkof ﬂ:ecraﬁzmehmh who see
- slipping from them by the spread of edueation, and
wve made one last stand in favour of caste. Thus
} literature and science have led to our calamity; and
us an argument is found agamst the further extension of know=
» by those whose policy is retrogressive. Some see in the
rebellion the special finger of an offended God, angry at our not
+ used sufficiently our opportunities of spreading Chris-
- Others regard it as immediately springing from our
ing too freely with the rehgxon of the natives. We have,
these, to thank the missionaries. Suffice it to point out here
~ the irreconcilable opposition of these two theories; tolerance and
 intolerance cannot both be guilty; their further consideration
- will fall under a separate topic. Some, without a ftittle of
~ evidence, have attributed our misfortunes to Russian intrigue.
- Tt has been traced to the “ peculiar idiosyncrasy” of the natives,
wlnch tends to a sort of spontaneous combustion, without any
~ assignable cause whatever. A small class has still faith in the
- Bengal sepoy. Colonel Sykes believes that the murders and the
other horrors attributed to the * poor sepoy” will turn out to be
- the work of Mussulmen, budmashes, and released prisoners, But
the so-termed “ mild Hindoo” is one of the most cruel cold=
‘blooded of animals, as his conduct towards his own counh'ymbn,
coitees and other thuggeries, shows. B
© The sacrifice of poor young Macgregor by the Hindoos of: ﬂu
mmgimenttothe goddess Deva, before encountering the 28th

-

mﬁhomannqpiryﬂemonmumnmn L., the Colonel stated that
ssulme ﬁthmmwmvmmmnwmmeﬂhdmhdm | Captain
t, when asked,—* Douthofaehngd‘dutmtembncamofammf
':Jo.itmd-mhennhmmonxy, and all the officers of the regiment
rlﬁlp hadnoreﬂmeeintbeﬂmdou,thm o
tntos “




‘mdthe»ngmofthemsurrecmarevengefor -
~ to the native women. Nothing, in short, was too
speculation and hap-hazard random assertion.
fc:%zdlvmtyofvwwsentemedbythonm_ [ the
~ Court of Directors who have addressed public meetir ‘
- written to the newspapers, is singular in the extreme
seem to think alike. Colonel Sykes and Mr. Mangles
antagonistic. Mr. Willoughby contents himself with
ning a great many points which are not the cause of the re
but does not inform us what is. The boasted « experience ” o
: Iﬁﬁaliom,soneceuaryforth'einmﬁonofthe Boa

- trol, is here manifestly at fault,—and if this be a sy
 light the Directors throw upon quutmnsmgeneml,
i mthm'eﬂlepmverbﬂmomtofufe&ymwhq
m




ﬂnm&ytostatathemmeduﬁe cmseofthvarebe!lm
‘that rebellion was once a-foot, there was no doubt plenty
erials ready for its spread. These some may regard as so
mes of the rebellion. I am disposed.ﬁo 'oonsiderthem

Bﬂngal army was not the cause of its mutinying ; but the condition
'which made mutiny not only a posslbxhty, but a very probable
contingency. Thus, too, there are various other circumstances
‘to which the same remark is applicable. I will briefly enumerate
"M
i In the first place, no one who knows India vnll deny that
there exists in the hearts of the natives a veneration for the old
“ Raj,” however correct may be the comparison we so continually
tinsﬁtute between the comparative merits of English and Native
rule. Sir Charles Napier saw clearly enough the standing
menace afforded to English supremacy by the presence of the
Mogul dynasty at Delhi. ¢ The Delhi king,” he writes, “is a
mere effigy, yet he forms a moral rallying point around which
‘gathers the dreams of discontented princes, feeding upon
~prophecies. Such prophecies and traditions as those about Delhi
“oftentimes work out their own fulfilment. In the present case
‘they are only rendered dangerous by the existence of the
w king whom we there maintain at a vast expense.” 2nd. -
existed a wide-spread belief in the fulfilment of a prophecy
' that in this very year the British Empire would terminate in the
Bast, and the old Mogul dynasty resume its sway over all India.
~ 8rd. There was the expectation of higher pay and grants of land
»‘bm;hly promised to all sepoys who would join the king of
< hi. 4th. The rumours of plunder obtained by the sack of
blic treasures, and the robbery of the private property -
MM Europeans ; for, according to the Eastern proverb
-w&award ever goes with the pot.” 5th. There was MW‘
~of d ndhceixsa snﬁhwtheamwhadm_'




q-btm;mlﬂwﬂie&ngl
~which I have before obamred. 9& The m&g&w
mlqieonhrgebmha. el ) ,
~ But,as T hmembedm“'l'heﬁebelhdm:mh&m «
begmltyofa grevious error were we to endeavour to
‘the origin of the rebellion to any one cause. Various
- combine to producé every political event; and without
~to assert that our policy of annexation is the only cause,
fortified in re-asserting now what I did not hesitate to assert
“the very commencement of the rebellion, that its n
_cause was the long pursuit of that mistaken polic
. culminated on the spoliation of the kingdom of 0
“falsehood of the plea on which we thrust ourselves 1
people of Oude, namely, that they were mﬂ'enng fmm
- from whi¢h it was expedient, nay indispensable, that
‘relieve them, has been indisputably proved by the whole
rising as one man to resist our rule as soon as we had
zmttlmem. Theexaggeratedmdex—pmmpom on




M@hamtarofthe annexanon pohcywubuthui&?

n England. Tt flattered the vanity of our nation to behold -

m after kingdom falling with the rapidity and facility of -
, ahogy.d‘% There seemedMaﬁostahn

v%' in the deaths of one potentate after another without -

~ matural heirs. The apparent submission, if not cheerfulness,

. with which the people of vast districts accepted the substitution -

~ of English for native rule, utterly deceived those who, without

~ practical experience of India, thought about the matter at all.

- Admiration was excited towards the great man whose hand had

- spread the dominion of England over so extensive territories,

- and such various races, with an ease, a determination, and a

| .success, which seemed to argue the presence of the loftiest

-

* There is a curious testimony to this effect recorded by Mr. R. Martens Bird,
before the House of Commons’ Committee, 2nd June, 1853.

Q. 5626. * On one occasion I had been encamped on the banks of the Gogra
while transacting my business in Goruckpore, and I saw signs of smoke arising in
various directions on the opposite shore. I sent to enquire what was the matter, and
I found that one of the tasildars of the King of Oude was passing through the district, .
burning the villages, and seizing and imprisoning the people, because they did not pay

_ him the revenue he demanded ; and as soon as they found that I was making enquiry

T was told that a number of the principal zemindars of Oude had come into Goruck-
- pore, and that, §f I liked, some of them would come and speak to me. While this
- was going on I received a letter from the commanding officer of the English detach-
- ment, who had been sent upon the most painful duty of supporting the Nabob's troops
i these violences of theirs; he said that the Oude authority had applied to him to-
Lm me to seize all those zemindars and to send them over. They came to me
and said, ¢ We have done nothing wrong ; we can show you our papers ; it was fixed
at the beginning of the year that we were to pay such a sum for this year's revenue,
{ﬁum is always fixed there year by year,) and now there happens to be a ﬁne"' ¥
~ crop they are asking half as much again; and it is because we will not pay that -
" meedm this manner, so we hope that you will not send us over, or that'if *
mmﬂutbntyouwxllsendwmeonewhom you can trust to see what is dome ' T 1
i u‘ul, ¢ 1 shall not send you ; they have no right to demand of me to send you; I -

" have nothing to do with it.” They then said, * How very ill, in reality, you Mh" ¥
‘treat us,’ I said, ¢ What do you mean? I have not treated you ill that I am aware
. of? ¢No, hesaid, ¢if you take us under your own management, and manage as '
i s WMWdGomckpom,mlhmﬂdbo perfectlyntdedndhmw %
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difference with which its substitution for the old
Mwmﬂwaww'
mg«mmmmeeyafwm Mwmw

inhésumulmwmwowmaa that for the nteefﬂmglfhl

mw:hmmmﬂu&, or that any one is
cerned than Government in its being promptly and Wyw

 government by which it was produced or tolerated, and the eohetibation’ O
vigorous and probably more moderate rule, would have been the speedy result.
_y“aammmawm, which, buwwdiﬂ




1 ,upbqale,wu mnnllye&‘ected at a mmm
« Annexation pays,” was the catch-word; and it was
e taken up and repeated by an audience only too pre-
by its wishes to credulity.. True, there were not a few
, cmmously shook their heads at the exceeding folly of our
' Great names were cited against this policy of
annexation. The authorities whom I have collected in * The
Rebellion in India ” formed a formidable phalanx; the voices of
‘many experienced men, especially that of the late Mr. John
- Sullivan, whose posthumous letter * sounds like a voice from the
tomb, were raised in vain warning and protest. It was shown
y demonstration that annexation did not pay, but was effected only

\ata positive and heavy loss. The whole course of the financial

- results of Indian annexation, from the inauguration of that policy

~ down to the present day, was traced in figures which have never

~ been found incorrect.t The juggle by which our Indian accounts

“plausibly presented a balance-sheet in our favour was ex

‘over and over again. It was shown that any bankrupt coneern

~which had any assets at all—the Surrey Zoological Gardens, or
~ the London and Eastern Bank, for instance—might be made to

~appear paying by following the precedent of Indian financial

_ statements ; the principle of which consisted in taking credit for
f ;.u x-etums, and sinking all expenditure, or charging it to other

i m,"t.hq following scale of establishment for Oude has appeared in print, snd I
Weu accurate. I have no official statement to.refer to: that in the Oude Blue
Mmonlyymmn&l.—- Rupees. ’

, Chief COMMISSIONETr +4sveesanssnsenasssascesasesanss 5,000 per mensem.
M Do; R sreseatetsnsnne ‘,000 29 [t
Local Commissioners, answering to Magistrates and Col-

m:ﬁlﬁh B R ) 3.000 3
Bight Deputy Commissioners, each...evsvstsessensnnnniaas 1,600 ,
?’gm‘q@,...................................... 1,000
mm iquo.ncc;-'-n--oooctnocon.o~o.on.0 v

Dﬂk Nm‘f ’&h I'Iovemher, 1857. e
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:Man&-&sbmozed,hutshatum' i ricke
~should ever prosper: that we couldnottruapleua any
~more than as individuals, upon God's universal moral BW

impunity : thatmwhere,mmmy.mdum"' *

.'rmorlater, tbougb man maght not be abletolmdm

yetmoreclwly, and venturedtoibzetell with mngulm :
~both the character and the direction of that punishment
Mdadmad emldnotbefard:sunt, fortheyuwm

_mtuwmnw Another
! whﬁuﬂ intheﬂ'idqualm.’




n to,ortheywaremﬁ'ed at. Theywmvmu-r» ‘
s3 they were cowards; they were incendiaries ; they were
us; England, despite of them, should ride on in her glory;
Wiﬂl the nations of India, doomed by their own innate weakness, -
W fall one after another under our sway, without a sign of
~ opposition or a breath of murmur. = Thus, for the season at least,
. the policy of annexation was irresistible. The Governor-General,
! like a huge boa-constrictor, woke up from time to time, to swal-
low some unfortunate potentate, as the repletion from the last
meal subsided, and gave rise to a fresh craving for renewed
absorption and deglutition.
- But at last the policy was brought to the touchstone. Hitherto
- we had only annexed the kingdoms of “ titular” princes—mere
- shadows without substance; if, indeed, the kingdom of Nagpore,
with its formidable neighbourhood to the Nizam of Hyderabad,
be not a perilous exception. The little state of Sattarah, the
still smaller state of Jhansi, were incapable of resistance. In
the Carnatic and Tanjore the royal families had, for half a
century, heen little more than splendid pensioners and state
prisoners, without a foot of territory. The whole of the Carnatic,
and the garden of the South, Tanjore, since the year 1800, have
- been mere ordinary collectorates, administered by the civil service
‘precisely in the same manner as all other districts. Our success
and impunity impelled us ever forward. We flew at higher
~game, and the robbery of the kingdom of Oude was definitively
decided on. When we declared that the treaties made with
pageant princes were no longer binding, our “allies” were forced
to submit. No other course was open to them. There was no
tribunal to which they could resort. Theé appeal to arms, that
¢ ultima ratio regum” for settling disputed constructions of
tmatles, was obviously impossible where the one party had

g

‘ﬂ;e mmof combustibles : thexe may be some outrage, which will luddeply MA ]
o .uy,htﬁblaut.hatwhwhbrokeforthwhen the bells of Moureale were noumimg to
vespers, a cry of * Death to the Englishmen !* There may be some conspiracy, o? :
~ which, as at Vellore, we have not even a suspicion, until the native regiments !
- their fire on our barracks : qnd.alumudmntwhouobbgedtothmauhm
to save the ship, a storm may arise in India which will cost us more to
naintain our power than all we have g-imd,orelumhepetogun,bym
j”n(rmlls,uwmmdlmuduanmmy) 7




’ ‘.'Aintmp, PR mmxmm
thmmoutha,wymg,“Appahl Appnﬁ!” moxchmamk

eﬁneeivable. Better far would it have been to have ahmm
whole of the jewels and the clothes into the Ganges, if they
‘not to be restored to their owners. Bntsoxtwu,md it
pettmess of our conduct on that occasion probably damaged"ﬂ
more in native estimation than our wickedness, which had, at*ny
rate, the charm of a certain bad boldness; and, perhaps, our
 subjects had begun to look mpon the painless extinction of old
dyuast:es as the work of “ kismut,” or the irresistible decree of
fate. But when we struck down Oude, with its armed inha-
bitants, turbulent among themselves, but rude chivalrous wﬂ?‘ @
riors, ready to avenge insult and resist injury; fanatics ‘
the Kaffir, and ready to die for their religion; when in our pﬁdﬂ
we slighted the fact that this Oude was the repertory and officina
of our Bengal army, we at once brought the annexation policy to
acrisis. In the first blush of the affair, it seemed to us that our
attack was crowned with the most perfect success. The people
made no movement; the king, indeed, posmvely forbad resistance,
and counselled submission. The passive silence of the people -
j wkasmstaken for acquiescence. The sullen nature of their moa& o
was overlooked. - It was the stupor of astonishment which heyq
them dumb. Our “ establishment” entered upon their new
duties with the most perfect complacency. They took up
i ‘mdn th&dwellmgsof the old nobles with as munh

lodgmg Theycommencedatoncgu'
: jmiamofﬁé‘mmahf



ﬂ’hﬂ; weather,” was the reply of the native, * and see where
ou will be then.” Major<Bird publicly stated at Manchester
- that the Bengal sepoys quartered in Oude had offered, at the
s v"e!‘y-momentrof annexation, to join the king’s forces in resisting

.~ * Revision of assessment means raisifig the rent in every possible case; and that
&hmm in Oude is proved by the statement which appeared in the Calcutta
: at an advanced period of the rebelhoquthnt%e thakoors, during the insurree-
on of Lucknow, offered us their military serviees if they might have their lands at
- their old rates. The following letter, which appeared in the “ Englishman,” will
;Mﬂumgf confusion into which erverythingwu thrown, the blunders we
mmimd,udthenngryfeehngu we engendered :—
| % Tgg Ouve Serruement.—The natives of Oude believed in Lord Dulhaﬁe't
: Wﬂno&mgtompwtthepeopleangbh.mdtoahewfavmandmm
tion to the servants of the late Government and to all emindars in general, if |
should assist the British power in effecting the change of governments with order i
tranquillity. The people in general, and the servants of the king in pamﬂﬂ,;_
~ fulfilled all that was required of them by this proclamation: they gave over their
" country to an old friendly power with a new face, without a struggle, and without an
attempt to disturb the general tranquillity of the country, and openly met the de-
~mands of the revenue officer without resistance or a single murmur. In one short
: __mmmbwuuﬁrmlymhlmheduxf%dewmomofthedm
‘Wofmndam. Forﬂmvolunmymtofmmﬂmma«

MM&MWM@WD&MW After
e fir Mueynrofthenmﬁheum Oude, the British commissioner in Oude
Tl anyletﬂmenhofﬂ)elundmvenne—ltmaﬂedmmmary.uthum

oses of revenue to go through the settlement at once. mm&.u !
"l”d&hﬂh«ﬁewwhdﬂrbu’mkﬁmm




.ﬁqmﬁkelomchehﬁ mw_
‘are the greatest by the
their misfortunes in WNWM
‘.ﬂuammwwm .
(8 ; i
muhMW;MMmuﬂ”w
‘entrusting the execution of his hootﬁilmbnfiuxpuhlud‘
f ‘committed the more seriou turning men out of property :
‘to the same has dated from gener pn;udhmmﬂmt
dﬁl&mﬂmhm-tﬁbﬁﬂﬁomd’&.ﬂ r .
been given to the continuance of the possession of those found in possession, but
 without avail. The settlement officer has pulled down the proclamations of t
 of February, guaranteeing to the people all existing rights, and has torn
Blue Book the rule of conduct which enjoined them to respect the rights of
jwmmdﬂohﬁQMme
'Mﬂﬂuﬂﬂhmﬂhammm ‘
 popularity intended to be gained by this questionable bait thrown out to the agric
tural masses, by turning out the leading men of the country (men noted for th
wealth and influence over their own communities) from their estates, long poss g
memamukm ratic
- giving those estates to village occupants whose heritable and transferable
long been obliterated, or, if still existing, mmwhwuh
fairly or justly without the trial of a strict judicial investigation.
_mm&muwm&mmww




‘ﬁw_maessment,hm been lmd on mbhub
s0 llghtly that u% bwdly felt; allowmgw

rar manu,er by the ntﬂmmt of Oude, any one mquamM
of the people and the condition of the country would hardly attem
. It is not impossible that Lord Canning may have before him at ths

w&e demands of justice to shelve these appeals on the mere enprice qt‘ ‘
w.'hynm lmh the chnracter for mtelhgence. expenenee, and integrity

g mwmmmmunemmmdem
&dﬂtheudofmywﬂuguemuqmod,\ﬁa&eoll&gmnhmﬁi .







