
158 THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

fp,milies lying to its eaat and west; the firs\ hf>longing 
not only geographically speaking to the map of Central 
India, but also sharing in many of the characteristics 
of its people. Thus the lands of the Rajpoot princes 
of Tonk and Jullawar, lying to the east of this great 
chain, are curiously dovetailed into the sUITounding 
states in the same manner as the Central India pnn
cipalities of Dewas and J owra-all four following 
apparently the example set them by Madhaji Scindia, 
who, in a previous century, carved out for himself an 
irregular kingdom by taking here and there a slice of 
territory as opportunity or temporary embarrassment 
permitted. The second group was formed in very early 
days by conquest by Rajpoots of the purest brl'ed, 
who, previous to Mogul contamination and fear of the 
Mahratta issuing from their cradles of Meywar and 
J eypore, crossed the cham of mountains to the west, 
and sprpad like locusts over the df'sert wastes between 
them and the burning sands of Scinde, acquiring 
a8Cendencyand rule over the wild and scattered Jats, 
by whom alone that country was then inhabited. 

Those ancient cradles of the Rajpoot race are suffi
ciently curious as specimens of the extent to which 
superstition sometimes sinks its votaries to merit some 
few words. Thus Amber, the early capital of Jeypore, 
was formerly a.,. city of great architectural beauty, built 
by J ey Singh as a lasting monument of his contribu
tions to science in the reform of the calendar, a work 
intrusted to him by the Emperor Mahomed Shah of 
Delhi; and it has re('ently been thus described;
"Imagine on the margin of a small lake in a lovely 
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valley, temples, houses, streets, scattered among nume-, 
rous ravines fUITowing the slopes of the surrounding 
hills down to the very water's edge. Those streets., 
intricate and gloomy by site and the shade of numerous 
trees, are now umnhabited except by ghastly Hindoo 
ascetics, with their hair in elf-knots, and their faces 
covered with chalk, sitting naked and hidf'oUS amongst 
tombs and ruined houses. On the slope of the hill 
westward of the lake rises the vast and gorgeous palace 
of Amber. Neither Jaquemont nor Heber ever viewed 
a scene more striking, pICturesque, and beautiful. Hel'e 
IS the zen!tna crowned by four kiosks; and communi
cating with the palace by a succession of towers and 
gateway.'l, is a huge gloomy castle with maehicollated 
buttlenH'uts and many loopholes; there is a small 
temple where a goat is daily offered up to Kali, sub
stituted for the human l,eings sacrifi(,Nl each morning 
during the darker and more unmitigated sway of pagan
Ism." This was the capital of a country descrihed by 
a traveller in 1835 as exhibiting _C an empty treasury, 
desolate palaces, stagnating commerce, a fp,rocious popu
lace, and a rabble army." 

The desert wastes over which the Rajpoot people 
spread themselves, have now beeIl long partitioned 
among the sovereigns of Jhodpore, ,Tessulmcrc, and 
Bikaneer, who dwell and have their .being in walled 
cities of some size but incoIlsiderable strength, pos
sessed of little beauty though much interest. On 
each of thesE:' the Agent to the Governor-General has 
to keep a watchful eye; and though the bulk of his 
responsibility no doubt clusters round the oasis of 
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Ajmere, which, as British territory administered by 
him on behalf of the North-W"est Provinces and sur
rounded on all sides by native states, affords a sanc
tuary for every class of Indian political offender, yet 
elements of disorder are not wanting in more western 
camps, whereto Patan and Mussulman, the soldier and 
the saint, alike retire, to hatch in desert solitudes 
schemes for our discomfiture. 

With such a past as has been here described, and 
such a present state of things as now exists in Raj
pootana, where political intrigue goes hand in hand 
with jealousy, creating 'intttual distrust, the future 
of the country is indissolubly bound up with the 
paramount sway of England in rhe East. To us a]one 
experience has taught that it may look for the pro
tection of its frontierr< from trans-Indus ~nemies aIJd 
the Mahratta; and since the' British Agent-Governor
Gem'ral's court ha& proved itself to all th(> Sllrf'st 
channel for !Cdressing wrongs inflicted by some hostile 
neighbours, wrongs that hithelto the sword alone 
could cure or mitigate, much of the necessity has 
passed away for the crowds of armed retainers who 
preyed upon the vitals of the state in times of p(>aee, 
and by the mere fact of their existence made war 
the- first and last resort, and force the only argument 
employed in settling disputes. Young Rajas like 
Ulwur and Bhurtpoor, under the guidance of a so~ 
of tutor in things politif'al, now attam to manhood 
and a sense of their responsibilities under happier 
influences than those by which their fathers were 
surrounded. Some acquaintance with the English 
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language, and in many case& real veneration for the 
Agent who has nursed with care tlH'U' perhaps em
barrassed revenues, ha~ prompted more than onct' in 
the minds uf Dative rulers a desire to visit England, 
and become the patrons of more noble undertakings 
than were embraced in the amliti()lls of their prede
cessors. Yet these Rajpoot states differ as yet little 
in essentials from the Central India group. They 
are governed ill enough by Rome seore of llati ve 
ea billets, all more or less deficirnt in the science of 
political economy. The du,- of the Agellt-Governor
General is much the sam: In both; Scimlia or Holkar 
are martial princes fairly comparable to Je)l)ore or 
}\fpywar, aud Major ORhorne of Bhopal foulld ill 
Oodeypore a rival to hi..; zeal in Oolol1(·l William Eden. 

This (·hal;ter hitlH'rto lw'l been CUnfilJPIl to pictures 
of two ("oll'ltellatioll'l of natIve stnteR lying, with ,some 
trifling exccption", Ilnrth of the NerlJU<ldd, alJd divided 
by the Aravlllli range' into ul\equal halveR, iuhalnted 
hy raceR quite diRtinct-entcrtaining for eueh other a 
fit'rce hatred, not unmixl'd with fear-who haw' sought 
ill our protection a mutual <1efcnce against each other. 
But now, proceeding- south, we shall quit the confines 
of these states, and, enteriug the Nizam's dominions, 
tread a soil on which diplomaey has fought many w~ll
contested fields. 

Nizam 001 Moolk, a "Regulator" of the Rtate called 
after its capital II yderabad, laid the foundation of his 
royal house early in the eigMeenth century, in the 
accu8tomed m'tnner, by a judicious mixture of treason 
and the sword. Holding under Aurungzcbe high office 

L 
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as Viceroy of the Deccan, he deemed that a compaet 
country counting 100,000 square miles of area might 
well renounce allegiance to a. capital far distant; and 
his judgment, if not based on fealty, lacks not at least 
the justification of success. Thus was formed a st.ttc 
which at the present day stands alone in India as being 
still virtually soV<'reign; and which, though paying 
tribute to the British Crown in more ways than one, 
yet retains sufficient power to wallow in misrule to an 
extcnt challenging comparison with the darkest days of 
Delhi and Lucknow. 

Yet when Nizam 001 Moolk, having attained a 
hundred yean;, was gathered to h;'3 fa,ther'3, the su('ccs
sipn to this crown dId not es('upe tht' fierce conte&ts 
inseparable from A~latic sovereignty; and" as usual, 
after many less important canchdates h£ ·becn dl'3-
po<,cd of, two remained-one III virtue of testamentary 
bequest, the '3ccond a usurper who, backed by tl1f' 
army, had laid violent hanus upon thc treasure of the 
state. In those days, also, France and England '" erc 
contending for an Eastern empire, anu It happencd 
that each of thesc two candHlatcs managed to secure 
the countenar.ce of one or other party. Practical 
England espoused the c,l,Use that based its right on 
might and actual posscssion, while the French com
mandf'r, the chivalrous Dupleix, embraced the intereflts 
of his opponent. After many complication ... , at length 
an end was put to this dispute; for the English, snc
cessful in the first jnstance, having wlthdrawn their 
aid by reaaon of dissensions among themselves, Mosuffer 
J ung became in fact a French proconsul. His reign was 
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short, and then intrigue ensued, which a more lengthy 
narrative than this could scarce attempt to follow. For 
many wasting yt'ars the Deccan and Carnatic wt're 
bathed in blood; and the day of Tippoo, the son of 
Hyder Ali, dawned befure a treaty offensive and defen
sive between the Nizam, the Pei~hwa, and the British 
Government, paved the way to what was culled a 
permanent peace. 

During this fiuetnating war Hyderahad attain('d a 
prominence in Indian history which she has SilH'C pre
served intact; ana shortly afterwards the building of It 
British ReNidl'ncy of unmatched splendour lwcustomed 
her inhabitants to red coats and nf'gotiation. Follow
ing in the wake of these eventH came one Mahratta war 
upon the. other, and tlH' nameH of Hao Reilldia and 1 Jord 
TJnke were ""ahl'l'l1t1h'ly whi'ip('red in the audience-halls 
of the mo;.;t aissolnh~ of rull'rH hy tl'l'ml)1ing attcndants, 
and Hhoutptl through tIll' Htrpet'l l)y an infnriat('(l mob 
elamourillg for In'ead awl parti('ipatioll ill the pmding 
struggle for a,fl(,(lIHlcncy. In theRfl and similar crises it 
hUH been the duty of the British Resident to steer a 
course consistent with his dignity and the interests at 
stake. and, keeping within the Residen('y walls, so to 
conduct his correspondence and himself, as to lpave the 
Company unft'ttl'red to act according to the cvcr
changing kaleid'oscope of events. The names of those 
who led this life, and notwithstanding the difficulties 
of their position, btl('ked, 'ti .. true, by some few Sepoys 
and the command of British gold, knew how to hring 
to a successful issw' long-pending difficulties with the 
Nizam, whence the assigned districts, the Hyderahad 
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contingent, and tribute p3id in coin, all trace their 
origin-their namcs arp knOWII ,and cherished in our 
Anglo-Indian ammls; and they in turn havc been suc
('eeded in more recent times by others, for whose 
memories 11, certain margin of respect should be re
served. These lived in happier times; their arguments 
('auld always gather eloquence by dwelling on the 
recordH of the past, they had armies at their back and 
still more gold at their disposal, yet it had bef'ome 
patent to the treasury of the Nizam that the days 
were differpnt, and that this gold had already changed 
its master more than OW'l'. l'he opinion exprei3sed in 
Englawl at the outset of Secession in America, that the 
Union was too large, afiords a not mapt illustration of 
the turn that native thought had taken. The Com
pany, they argued, had grown unwieldy, and the only 
means at the Resident's command to dispel this fond 
illusion, which cost such seas of blood in 1857, was a 
hold front and personal ascendency: in other words, 
of plniner comprl'1H'llsion, in India as elsewhere a policy 
of peace at any pri('e proved just thf' surest road to 
rndless troublt and hostility. Mean" hile the times 
were hard and famine was abroad; and in Hyderabad 
this never happens without crowds surrounding the 
British Residency, by all alike considered as the origin 
of evil and the panacea for all ill. Amid these and 
similar scenes, weighed down by years and a deep 
sense of his reRponsibility, Colonel Davidson, the Resi
dent at Hyderabad, died in office in 1862, and waH 
succeeded in his duties by Ml' Yule from Oude. 

The antecedents of Mr George Ddney Yule had 
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been for many years obscure. His path of duty fol
lowed in the rut of Bengal magistracy. At Bhugulpore 
h~ had devoted many years to nn admixture of Shikar 
and scholastic life. He lived in a small house perched 
above the Ganges, just so high that the recurring floods 
of autumn and the spring paRse,l him by unscathed, 
imparting to his garden-groUlHl a rit'h l,er('entagc of 
fertility. His sister liverl with him--no other humall 
being. In animals he mUl'h dplighletl; and "l11lp the 
best - bred horses and most noted ell'phant", grazl,\l 
well cared for in his cOll1pl)untl, his hOIUlt' aud its con
tents were plueed at the dispo"a! of ('hosen friends 
belonging to the eanim' and tlw felilit' f.ullilie'!, It has 
ht'eu said by thosp who kIll'W him, that no servant'", 
bi ush had ever 1wen permItted to wipe a ,yay the ('oh
weh'! that eollet·tr·d in hi", study; Ft j t i" ou r('('onl 
that, while appedh, from hi" d('cibioll'> \\ ('r(' unknown, 
no zemimlaree difficulty within hi" juri"aiction waR 
PVCI' left ullRcttlpd. He n(>Yer had arrear"; awl wlwll 
his work ,ras dow" though Bot before, he rode illto the 
jungles, and there passpd his time with Ilative fri{'nds 
amid the pure delight" of nature until official dutl\'~ 

recalled him to his desk. He was the Henry LawrpJl('c 
of the Bengal Civil Servi('p; and wh('n Lord Canning 
appointed him to Oude as acting Chief CommiRAiolwr, 
a happier sele~·tion could hardly have heen made. 
Thence he had gone to Hydcrabad, appointed oy L01'l1 
Elgin-an office ~ hich IH', nf true modesty, scrupled to 
accept, having. as he often sard, "hut a little eX('cutive 
experience and no political ability." More than once, 
indeed, at irregular intervals rumours had rcuehed 
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the columns of the Indian press of the mode in which 
the Star of India had been accepted by His Highness 
the Nizam. Report had bai(l, with how much truth 
cannot now b(' clearly known, that the Nizam had 
with his left hand snatched the insignia of knighthood 
from the grasp of Colonel Davidson, and cast it un
heeded on the ground b(>side him. At no otllPl court 

",in I ndia could such a scene have been supposed and 
passed by without notice or refutation, yet little doubt 
exists that latter years have witne"l'3ed within the 
palace walls of Hyd(>rauad many acts of ('qual )f not. 
greater insult heaped upon pE'rhaps a too forbearing 
paranibullt power; and it is to the acute intelligence 
of a native Minister, the distinguiflhe\.l Salar Jung 
Bahadoor, and to the sagacity of Shum<;-ool.Omrah, the 
venerable unde of the Nizam, that we owe alone the 
neutral attitude of the Deccan in 1857. 

That a man of tUHtes so simple, and influenceu so 
little by ambition, as Mr Yule, should shrink from enkr
ing on Lhe conduct of a statr of things so unsatisfactory 
to all, cannot afford much matter for surprise; and with 
him the case .vas Htronger still. At Lucknow he had 
become endeared to ('very class of ,the inhabitants. As 
years went on the 'ferai lost perhaps some part of 
its attractions; but nature, ever willing to repay with 
interest the debt of gratitude she owes to all that me 
her well, had found for him society, which changecl the 
aspect of his life; and when the Residency of Hydera
bad was offered him on public grounds, he met the call 
of duty upon an equal footing. One fortnight's leave 
he asked to pass from the condition of a bachelor into 
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married life, and then, leaving fax behind him Oude 
and all he loved save one, he set out for his future and 
fax-distant home in H yderabad. 

This sketch of Mr Yule may be pardonable, perhaps, 
as illustrative of a class of civil servant now wellnigh 
extinct. The present generation may possess more 
learning of a classi(' kind; but, entering lnt,!,}" on Indian 
life, they have unfortunately too ofteu home associations 
that llOint to the accumulation of a rapid fortune and 
retirement, whereas in forlUer times Hindostan became 
the home of the majority of its civil servants: tJlCl'e 
they lived, and there they often died-the SOIlS SU{'

eeeding to their father's office; and thus such f!LUlilies 
beeame identified ,vith those they ruIpd, incomparably 
more than can now happen with the ofiHpring of the 
competition sYRtcm. 

Quitting the Nizam'8 dominions and Mr Yule, we 
Hhall finally cast a hURty glllllf'e upon Nipal, as being
with the I'xception of Caslnnerp, alrt·ally dwelt on in 
connection with the Punjab-, the only native state 
hitherto unmentioned with whieh the Government of 
India maintains on equal terms relations of amity and 
commerce. 

That this mountain kingdom is beneath the sway of 
Jung Bahadoor, is better known in England than the 
means whereby he reached his actual position; and 
these means are of a tragic character so marked, that 
even in an Eastern tale a gjmple narrative of the facts 
could hardly lack of. interest. Jung's youth, we arc 
told, "was devoted t') gamhling; and his expertness in 
the avocacion which he chose repaired the financial 
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dilapidation occasioned by his wild excesses." On his 
uncle becominl Prime Mmisttlr, J ung quitted the ob
scurity of an outpost for the eapital, which 1e regarded 
as the only field for the development of genms like his 
own. There he was the subject of many remarkahlE' 
adventures, and committed sundry acts not recognised 
as lawful by the moral codes of the \Vestern world. 
Among the latter may Le classed "the murder- of his 
uncle, which he undertook and perpetrated at the in
stigation of the NipahM Qm·en. Thereupon a new 
ministry was form(·d, and Jung Lce'ame' Commandel'-lll
Chipf. The opportunity of slaughtrr on a larger scale 
soon awaited him; the' new Premier was assasbinated, 
and thl' Queen demanded ve'ngeau('e. One of the col
leagues of the murdere'd ministpr w,,, sUbpectC'd of the 
crime', and ,Jung suggefolted that the suspected man 
should die, and the Governml'nt devolve upon the Role 
surVIvor. But the latter, displaying hebitation, fell 
pierced Ly It bullet from the rifle of Jung Bahaloor, his 
son falling lIkewise in a v(lin attempt to save his father's 
life. ThiK was, however, but the prelude of what was 
yet to follow. Fourteen hostih· (·l11efq confronted Jung, 
who leVC'lle<l hi~ rifle fourtepn timeb in qUIck su('ce<.,sion, 
and at each discharge excepting one brought dO'wn his 
well-selected victim. The only man "ho escaped his 
aim was the falsely-accused assassin; but his reprieve 
was short, and a few moments later he also met his 
death at the point of J Llng Bahadoor's sword. The 
bodies of the slain were J ung's stepping-stones to 
power, for before the dawn of the succeeding day he 
was invested with the office of Prime Minister;" and 
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the historian concludes this short ~ount of Jung's 
ascent to the actual sovereignty of Nipal with the trite 
l'emark that" his future reign did not prove inconsist
ent with its commencement." 

This is the man in whas!! honour the London world 
could not do too much some few years since; on whom 
the Gowrnment of England of 1858 bestowed the Buth 
Grand Cross, a dignity till theu confiued to friendly 
sovereigns or prominent statesmen, and never onee 
before eonferred upon an In(lian rult'r; and it is right 
to state that Jung's title to this exceptional distinction 
has beC'n rightly Rtated by Mr M(JJltgomery Martin to 
('onRist in the faet that his Ghool'kas, "though too late for 
t}H~ fighting at LllC'kllOW, w('n' ill time for the sa(:k and 
tlu' plundf>f ;" and tlla t wLt'll at OUl' rl'(lUt'st they took 
their dl'parture, " the whole force was a mt're baggage
guunl, and it was ('ven l1e('I 'HRary to detach a British 
column to ('scort them safely 011 their honwward march." 

The country over 'whidl thii':l bold usurper reigns is 
(·lnssed among the world's mOl':lt favoured rl'gions. ForestA 
and deep valleys forming beds for foaming torrents, and 
more sluggish streams invuluaLle for purposes of irri
gation, parcel it out in granaries and pine-clad hills. 
The climate is generally superl), although the frequency 
of fever in some of those more marshy lower Himalayan 
slopes known as the Terai, to wllich the love of sport 
attracts most European visitors, has gained for it a 
reputation far from good. Khatmandoo is its capital, 
awl the Resident abides in a well-furnished English
looking house, surro,mded by pleasant gardens, and 
backed by mountain-ranges rising to an altitude of eight~ 
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and-twenty thousand feet, and stretching over two-and
twenty longitudinal degrees. The language mostly 
spoken is a Hindoo mountain dialect, though tllli abor
igines, apparently of Mongol extraction, lay claim in 
portions still remote to a patois of their own call ell 
"Newar"-boasting, it is said, considerable richness of 
expression, and a literature by no means to be despised. 
With such a ruler and sueh a population, with both of 
whom force and selfish motives are the only available 
arguments, the duties of the Resident are necessarily of 
an elementary order, and the post is usually conferrpd 
on men qualified for so honourable a retreat by long 
labour and good servire in the sultry plains below. 

We must now conclude this shtch of the Political 
Department. The Guiekwar of Baroda has long lost 
his sovereign independence; and though he wears the 
decoration of the Star of India, and retains the show 
and many of the attributes of power, his actual position 
is one of purest vassalage, where the Resident dictates, 
and is dictated to in turn by the Government of Bombay. 
The Poona l'eishwa's fall from a dynastic seat, "founded 
in usurpation and terminated in treachery," madc way 
for the establishment of the petty Raja of Satta.ra as 
representati ve of the founder of Mahratta rule: his line 
became extinct in 1848, and then his territory also 
" lapsed," and became incorporated with our dominiorut 

Following the valley of the Indus, and 'traversing the 
dark historic passes of Bolan and the Khyber, the Eng
lish people have discovered that their true policy towards 
the Affghans is one of absolute .non-intervention. At 
the court of the Ameer of Cabul we indeed maintain a 
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native agent or vakeel, possessing neithef responsibility 
nor power. He officially reports to the Foreign Secre
tariat at Calcutta events as they occur, and occasionally, 
perhapR, hands borne forma1 compliment or protest to 
the Government de facto. Nothing he can say or do 
can compromise the Government of India; and until 
the Queen's legation at the Court of Tehcran is again 
taken from the London Foreign Office nnd handed over 
to the tenderer mercies of the Secretariat of State for 
Inaia, it is little l~k(>1y that the destiny of England 
will playa prominent part ill Central Asian politics. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TIn; PROVINCES BEYOND THE SEA. 

UNDER this g<'neric term we shall class thOSf' appan
ages of the Government of India to which access can 
alone be had by traversing the o('can. Althougll tLeir 
administration is condurteu through many of the de
partmental channels already dealt with, sueh as thl:"l 
Home and Foreibrtl Offices in Calcutta, some being 
evm subject to the minor Presidenries of Bombay or 
Madras, they may yet be treateu of collectively a~ 

forming, in respect to British Hindostan, a colonial 
syst('m of its own. 

First among these colonies rank the Provinces of 
Burma, wrestnd from th(' stifi'-IH'ckf'd court of A va by 
Lord Dalhousie in 1852; and, when added to our 
previous possessions beyond the Brahmapootra of 
Tenasserim and Aracan, ceded to us at the treaty of 
YaDflabo in 1826, these constitute a kingdom of no 
mean extent, now known as British Blfrma, and ruled 
by a Chief Commissioner appointed by the Governor
General. .Second in size, though perhaps of first politi
cal significance, come what are ternwd the Straits 
Settlements, embracing Singapore, Mulacca, Province 
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Wellesley, and Penang. Next we have the interesting 
groups of Andamans and Nicobars, the less valuable 
Laccadives, inC'luding Minicoy, and the strongly-forti
fied rocks of Aden and Perim, the Ceuta. and Gibraltar 
of the East. 

The footing taken by Engli&h ellterprise in Burma 
dates far back among the first of our Eastern under-• 
takings. A country possessed of great mi1l(\ral wealth 
and unmatched timber, and little suhj(\(·t to mUllY 
noxious influences to which the European in t1108<
latitudes too generally succumbs, naturally attraeu-d 
the attention of our earliest navigators. r n 1687 
the British landed at N egrais, an island lying at 
the Ba&'lein mouth of the river lrawadi, well situated 
for a commercial site, antI for a space of seventy years 
our relations with thp local chipfs were conducted with~ 
out jealousy, and confined to furthering- the interests 
of trade; but when the BurmCFle conqueror, Alompra, 
overran regu, the East India Company awokp from 
dreams of wealth alone to war and annexation. A 
rude race of "robber kings" from Araean, called 
Mughs, boasting of a "long and treacherous descent," 
shortly after came by thousands to complete the spread 
of anarchy, and for many years the history of our in
tercourse with A va was little but a record. of extortion 
on the one side and arrogance upon tl)(' other. The 
Mughs took refuge alternately with English and Bur
mese, laying waste the land of their respective enemies; 
mutual recriminations ensued; the surren~f'r of the 
Mughs was demanded in peremptory terms, which 
seldom were aceeded to, and another war was the 
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invariable result, equally invariably terminatil1g in 
some fresh addition to our tl:'ITitory, tending only to 
enhance our future difficu/tieR. III 1852, however, 
India was ruled by Lord Dalhousie, who SOOIn€d to 
hold it for his destiny to preclude the possibie recUl'
rl:'nce of disputes like these by obtaining, either through 
a prompt anI{. full submission or formal annexation, 
some better security for tranquillity than could be 
found in so-called treaties of ('ternal -peace and amity 
between unequal powers. He did not, as a rule, con
sider in such ('ase'! the origin of the dispute of much 
importance; he only recognised its actual existence. 
He was not responsible for the do;ng'l of hi'! preo.ecl."s
sors; he had been sent out to "rule the Indies." and 
not to spend his time in a tJrdy investigation of our 
tItle to disputed terrItory or the merits of a war which 
had assumed the aspect of a polItIcal neee'lslty. Thus 
arguing, he undertook a war against Pegu, of greatrr 
magnitude than any of our previous Burmese expcdi
tionR; and though it was one perhapR that Europenn 
juribts might not have deemed quite justifiahle, It was 
not the less successful; and after some expenqe of 
human life, and much capture<l prize, the conqu(lst of 
Pegu was finally proclaimed in words sufficiently 
characteristic to merit their quotation h~ extemw ;-

"The Court of A va having refused to make aIDE'nfh 
for the il~Urif's and insults which British sul~e('ts had 
suffered at the hands of it::; servants, the Governor
General of India in CounClI T(lsolved to exact T<'para
tion by force of arms. The forts and citi"s upon the 
coast were forthwith attacked and captured; the Bur-
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mese forces have been dispersed wherever they have 
been met, and the province of Pegu is now in the oc
cupation of British troops. The just and moderate 
demands of thp. Government of India have been re
jected by the King; the ample opportunity that has 
been afforded him for repairing the injury that was 
done has been disregarded; and the timely Rubmission 
which alone could have been effectual' to Ilrevent the 
dismemberment of his kingdom is still withheld. 
Wherefore in compensation for the past, and for bettt'f 
security in the future, the Governor-General in Couneil 
has resolved, and hereby proclaims, that the province of 
l"egu is now, and shall be henceforth, a portion of the 
British territories in the East. Such Burman troops 8H 
muy still remain withiu tIlt' pl'Ovi}}('e shall be (h'lVcn 
out; civil government Hhall imnH'dintely be established, 
and officcrs shall hI' appointpd to a<lmini"ter thl' affairs 
of the s('veral districts. The (jovel'llOl'-Geueral in 
Uonnc.il her"hy calls 011 the inhabitants of Pegu to 

suhmit themselves to the anthority, and to eonfide 
sccurely in the protection, of the Britulh Govcrnmcnt, 
whose power thC'y have SPCll to be iITcfliBtible, alld 
whose rule is marked lJY justice and herwficcIl(,C'. The 
Governor-Gcneral in Council h.-wing {'xaetcd tll{' repa
ration he def'ms sufficient, debires no furt]l\'r ronqucst 
in Burma, and is willing to consent that hOf~tilities 

should cease. But if the King of A va slHlll fail to 
renew his former relations of friendship with the British 
Guvernment, and if he shan reddessly scck to dispute 
its quiet poss(>8sion of the province it has now dee1Ill'ed 
to be its own, the Governor-Gcneral in Council will 
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again put forth the power he holds, and will visit with 
full retribution aggressions which, if they be persiHwd 
in, must of necessity lead to the total subversion of the 
Burmese State, alld the ruin and exile of the King and 
his race." 

Such was the picture Lord Dalhousie drew, and 
perhaps unwisely, of' the policy pursued by the para
mount Christian power in Southern Asia, an 1. Bueh was 
the penalty he decreed to all who sh.-uld preRume to 
question the legality of a title, basco confessedly upon 
a declaration made in Council by the Governor-General, 
that a fertile provineC' had 1)eeomc hi'S own by conquest. 
Yet a proclamation penned for Eastern hearts and 
minds can hardly bear the stamp of righteouFl dealing 
required by the more fastioious morality of the West; 
ana., right or wrong, Prgu became a British pwvinee, 
and has since been rulerl as such to its O\vn great ad
vantage; first hy Major Phayre, as virtual Governor of 
regu alone, and later, as years l)usFled on and l'l'ought 
to him increase of honours and of army rank, 38 Chief 
Commistlioner for the whole of British Burma. 

Colone1 Phayre is one of those whose character 
should not be hastily_ slurred OYer with a few slender 
words of praise in a work that seeks especially to make 
apparent the high importance of a right st·lection of 
mankind for different place. Tall, thin, slightly curved, 
rather by much thought than by the weight of years, 
still light in number, his best services have oeen p~r

formed among that people to whose interests his 
whole being seems now devoted. In the Hpression 
of his countenance, at once upright ano. refined, those 
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even least versed in the science of deducing human 
actions kom a facial angle may read a happy combina
tion of prudence, natura] sagacity, courage of the highest 
order, love of accuracy, and something like a deferenc(' 
to others and slight distrw;t of sdf, \\ hidl taken singly 
may mean weakness, out when bleuded with an ad
ministrative success of twenty yearR ran only indicate 
a great superiority. 

Some outline of the history of ('olond Phayn!s first 
years of Burmese ruh' may he gathel'l'd indirectly from 
Colonel Henry Yulp's able narrative of a slw('ial mission 
to the Court of Ava in 11);)0. Colonel, tlH'n Captain, 
Yule occu)Jieu the place of SCI rl'tary to the mission, 
bt'iug given to unr1('l'btullu that one of tIlt' chief duties 
of his offic(' woull1 oe the preparation of tlwt narrative. 
The work thu:-, pro(ltH'pd haH :-.illtc tak('n a 111gh )Jla('(> 
in descriptlve litl'ratul'l', and Im<; bl'('OIlW tIll' tl'xt-hook 
of all who bl'ek fur illformatlOll wIth r(jfereuee to Bur
mese affmrs; and though the author avoid.., "ith ral'(, 
delicacy rCI urdillg in too prominc·nt a malllwr his own 
appreciatioll of his elud"H allihty awl ]eal'llil1g, it iH 
evident, from the tone and langudge useu throughout, 
that the for(,c of .Major l'hayrc's example had sunk depp 
into a mind singuLtrly l'lellsitivc to all outwarll influ
ence for good. Not lCSH l'('nHtrkablf' iH the rc('ord of 111(' 
dc('p impression evidently produced upon tll(' l'l1lerB of 
those states, whether tributary to Ava or Siam, aud up
on Karccn chiefH, oath red and whitt', with whom the 
eIlYOY came in contact; und taken as a whole, in its 
objectR, re('ord, awl 1'(,8ults, that misl'!iOIl smt by Lord 
Da.lhousie in 1855, composed of men of modesty and 

M 
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learning, perhaps at once affords the ablest vindication 
of the act of 1852, and displays a kind of tacit peni
tt!nce for the rudene::ss of its mode of expcution. 

But Colonel Phayre's experience of the so-called 
Court of A va was not destined to be confined to the 
journey undertaken in ] 855; for in 1862 Lord Elgin, 
wishing to establish more accessible relations with thf' 
Burmese Government, made him the bearer ,)f a com
plimentary khureta to the King. Upon thIS second 
mission Colonel Phayre entered with undiminished 
zeal; and after many weary days and nights exhausted 
in delays, the flat-bottomed boats hearing him and his 
attendants were seen approaehing up the stream by 
those who watched his advent from the towers of 
Mandalay. In that city he remained borne weeks in 
daily intercourse with Burmese royalty and the mem
bers of the Government, and obtained from them a 
curious insight .into French mtrigues in Burma and 
Slam. These, however, partake less of a national than 
a personal character; and this name of "French in
trigue" in Indo-China, which rings with such familiar 
sound upon the ears of .FrancophoLists, is mainly 
owmg to the circumstance of many French and 
Franco-Italian names being concerned in schemes for 
personal aggrandisement, based upon the rendering 
of some supposed service to the aggressive policy of 
France on the banks of the Cambodia. As yet these 
schemes have not been crowned with much success. 
Some enterprising men indeed have made their way 
from Ava to Saigon, crossing thl' Salween at spots 
unknown to European geographers, and traversing Shan 
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states abounding in every natural product which can 
conduce to future wealth. These vast tracts of country, 
accessible alone to trade by mounting the Salween, a 
river known where it strikes the Uritish teIritory as 
the Martaban, have hitherto been isolated from the ends 
and aims of British energy by the hostile action of the 
Kareen tribes, who, inhahiting dense forests, and ac
knowledging but little subserVience to any government 
whatever, carry fire and sword into every camp of 
immigrants that ventures to intrude upon the rich twd 
fertile tracts that they, like Lord Dalhousie, have de
clared their own. Not long ago an expedition headt'u 
by a lwrned Doctor trieu to make its way from the 
eastern shore of the [mwadi to the ~alwcen, pasRillg 
north of the Kareen eountl'y. It was indeed success
ful; and there the travellers found evid('nt'c of goltl 
and silver and of vrecious stomos, fully (oxplaining the 
source of the costly pomp in which the Burmese Court 
delights to clothe ihwlf. Pt'rhapR, also, in the exceed
ing riches of thiFl country, which increase at each step 
taken to the east an<l north, borne explanation may he 
found of the repeated migrations of the capital towards 
the Irawadi's source. Oaptain Yule wrote that "the 
abandonment of Amarnpoora in 1822 WaB looked upon 
as an ill-omened aet, and the people had a notion that 
the disaster3 of the war of 1824-1H2G were connected 
with it. Th'3 royal residence had always previously, 
as least since a vpry remote era, been moved up the 
river, from Prome to Pagan, from Pagan to Panya, from 
Panya to Ava, from A va to Amarapoora;" and since 
that book was wtitten a further change in the same 
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direction has been made to Mandalay. This falling 
back has been attributed by IllOFlt writers to a resolution 
to retreat from the approach of Western civilisation; but 
whether it owes its origin to this eause or to increased 
knowledge of their country's wealth, and a comequent 
desire to keep it to themselves, may prove of interest to 
theorists alone-and to them we leave this fertile theme 
for speculation, while we· pursue its practical result of 
paralysing the Pegu trade. The Gov('rnment of India 
was not without the hope that Colonel Phayre might 
succeed in mitigating thi" evil by the establishment of 
!:lome k·ss exclusive passport system, [tIllI a more liberal 
customs' tariff than at that time prt'v'liled; and his mis
sion was indeed so far su('eessfu!, in that extended 
forest rights and some resPQnsibihty for the acts of 
Kareen tribes were virtually concedtld; but practically 
the wealth of Burma is not y(·t tappl'd, and that country 
still remains a mare clausum to European enterprise. 

Heturning from his mission, Colonel Phayre pro
('('eded to Calcutta to render an account to hir" cm
ploypl'R. That account was deemed satisfactory, and 
very ('reditahlr to himr"elf; and among the rewards C011-

fClT(>(l upon lum in I'rcognition of his services, ranked 
by the side of a J3ath Companionship the pC'rmi~sion to 
retain the insignia of the Burmese Order of the Elephant, 
which had b('cn sent him by the King as a special mark 
of favour the day he had his audience to take leave. 

Descending the lrawadi to Rangoon, the traveller may 
select some south-bound ship, and, coasting through the 
Mergui Archipelago, he next sights the English flag 
where it floats upon the little island of Peuang. Pulo 
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Penang, or Prince of 'Vales Island, was obtained hy 
thf' Company some seventy years ngo, on payment of a 
yearly tribute to the King of Quedn, an independent 
Aemi-civiliscd ruler on the western coast of Lower Sinm. 
In extreme fertility it makes amend for its minute pro
portions as a colony, aIHI it iK ahle to ~mpport a larger 
and more varied population of)\fnlay:-, ('hilll'Re, ButtaR, 
Bf'ngalis, European'l, C'huliahr.;, Siamt'R!', awl Hurtn('se, 
than any spot of e(lual size encirrlpd hy the Ren. Early 
in the present century a little strip of lalld upon the 
Queda C03.c;t was added to its juriHdiction, aIllI calh'd 
Province Wellesley. The arm of the Malncea Strait 
that separates the two is not so wide out what from 
time to time a tiger swims across, aud in thiR strait a 
hundJ'f'd ships or more may Rwing ill calm kt·(;tlrity, 
protectrd by our gum; from the piratt'f'l of AchceTl, and 
hy the ranges of the Rumho mountairlH from the fier<'c 
gales wont sud<1t'uly to ari"e within t1l0s(' latitudNI. 
Peuang is it port of call for ('very EurOpI'lUl paSSf'll

ger-hhip pas&ing through the Malacc:t Strait."!, and 
scarcely a day goeR hy hut Rome large :o:teamcr outward 
or homeward hound, belonging to the Peninsular and 
Oricntal Company, or Ml'Rsagerit's J mperialps, lands its 
living freight to enjoy a short six hourti of taro .fi/'lna" 
and, if the [Jcl1son he auspicious, to illdulg(> in manges
tecns, the only fruit perhaps of whosp merit EHI-ltnn 
tales do not convey an exaggerated impression. Unlike 
the coarse fruits of those climes-the jack, tIl<' banana, 
and the mango-it posseSbCC;; a delicacy of tast(> that far 
excepds the flavour of the nectarine. Its beauty of 
appearance is, moreover, such aR to eause rrgrpt it can-
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not be preserved; but it is so sensiti ve of touch, and its 
clear pink and white are minglt.>d ill such pure perfec
tion, that the softest finger wounds, and at the p,xpira
tion of some hours its utIlity for food has ceased. 

Penang is governed by an officer detached from 
Smgapore, styled Resident Councillor, and he is aided 
in the administration by a legal referee, who often 
occupies at once the manifold vocations of counsel 
for defence and prosecution, of magistrate, and some
thing like Chief-Justice. Such at least appeared to 
visitors the position occupied by SIr Pcter Benson 
Maxwell, who, undrr the elastic title of Recorder, ap
parently performed a vari(·ty of dutws embracing 
every shade of legal jurisdIction. The&e duties axe 
not at all timeR, It is true, eorn bined in one man's 
hands; but sickness or some othcr cause often reduces 
the small administration of Penang to very ncar a 

'" minimum, and if at intervals a cage occurs which a 
modest man in power (onsidf'rs hib acquaintar eo with 
the forms of justice too limited to deal with, the 
erimmal is sent to Singapore, where the merits of the 
case are speedIly dll"PObCd of. To this settlement of 
Singapore we shall now therefore turn, passing hy 
Malacca without mention, as bemg very similar to 
Penang in many of Its local characteriFltics, and also 
because, owing to its situation on the mamland, it is 
both less frequented and possessed of minor int{::re~t. 

Singapore is a curious place, and its inhabItants 
have been divided by a native writer into four classes. 
-, Malays rank first as the aborigines. These axe fed 
upon by Europeans, who in their turn are cheated by 
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Chinese; the whole three-fourths of the population 
being actually at the mercy of a large community of 
tigers, who carry off each night one human child or 
more, and infest the jungle ground by which the 
station is surrounded in such quantitieR as to render 
it unsafe to walk the streets at night." Singapore 
owes its importance entirely to It:" position. It is 
described HS an island, but in reality it forms the 
extreme southern point of the continent of Asia" be
ing separated from the mainland hy what are little 
more than the two mOllths of an unimportant river. 
It is the half-way house for the wholt' China trade, 
and as such its possession is a nC('('sqity for En gla lHl , 
so long as her fleets rrmain the earriers of the com
merce of the world. Yet it has bet'n dt>t('rmincd, 
and with wisdom, to ("oufine its fortifications to the 
erection of such bl1tteriel'l as should prevent its faU-

f-

ing a too casy prey to an attlll"king forre; and this 
is bflRed upon the argument, that its posf.\cRRion iR 
rather the conspquew'(' of our maritime supremacy 
than an ahetting cause of such }"('suH. 

This being the case, ana applying us it dot's with 
equal force to Malacca and l)enang, Rnd the powers 
moreover intrusted to tIl(> gov('rnmcnt of theRe settle
ments being large enough to give scoVe for the exer
cise of administrative ability only on an unpretend
ing scale, Colonel Orfeur CavflDflgh found, on suddenly 
ascending to the giddy height of his Lilliputian tl1rone, 
hut few domestic questiong of any magnitude await
ing his solution; and it cannot afford surprise that 
an officer of his Kllown activity of mind should by 
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preference have turned his thoughts into the more 
exciting channels of his fureign policy. In this spirit 
of adventure, and in search of occupation, were under
taken periodical visits to Sarawak and th3 haunts 
of even wilder men than Raja Brooke on the rugged 
eoa&ts of Borneo. The time and labour thus with
drawn from the more immediate local interrsts of 
Singapore were well devoted to reGucing piracy in the 
neighbouring seas; and in the performance of this 
task he has more than once beell woU ~upported by 
the strong right arm of the Christian Chureh, in the 
person of a we'll-known Colonial Bishop, who, in the 
ex('rejse of his epis('opacy at Lal'lwll, oft laid aE'ide 
his cassock and exc-hangcd thc rurly Fathers' homilies ' 
for thc more convincing arguments of .Toe Manton 
or a Purdir. The work'l of Sir Stamford Rames, 
however, havc left nothing to be drsirt'd in thc dc·
scription of thir.; quartcr of thc globe'; and having 
now l'caehcd the southernmost point of our Inflian 
dominions, it is time to turn the travcller's lwad 
toward" home. 

Before- wc quit the waters of' Bengul onc last pos
session calls {'w some slight noticc. Thi" possession 
is of little value even to oursclv('s. Two straggling 
groups of islands, sf'parated by a channel little tra
versed, occupy a position whi('h may be roughly 
termed a contral one as measured from Calcutta. Gall!:', 
and Singapore. To the southern of' these b'TOUPS, 

that bears the name of Nicobars, n melancholy inter
est attacheR, from Itb having proved the grave of 
many of our carly navigators, who, seekmg hospitality 
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-and shelter from the burst of the monsoon, rashly 
landed on these coasts. Quite recently, indeed, vessels 
from Rangoon having disappeared under cireumstances 
fully justifying suspicion, a search was instituted, and 
a history of piraey and cannibalism systematically 
comhined was brought to light. The more northern 
group of islands, the Andamans, are mainly remark
ahle for having presl'rvecl human nature in a lower 
stage of civilisation than haR brell ewr found else
where. They- are now utilised as a eOllvi('t settlenwnt, 
and a small town has sprung up eall(ld Port RImr, 
where a Superintendrut reRide"l, who, aided by a com
pany of Madra,& S('poys, is the jailer of Romc hundreds 
of the mutinrprs of 1857. Attempts to civilise the 
aborigines have freq1wntly hpl'Tl made, but still remain 
unattended with the least &lH'crSR. These savages 
retire hy day at our approlll'h, and hovpr round our 
settlement at night like dogs or beasts of prey. They 
8('('111 too litth· civilised to apPl'{'('iate the fact of our 
intru&ion, and it is even a wxed question whether 
they possess a bond fide languagt· of their own. They 
give utteran('e to nne-outh ROUIHls, hearing more rcsem
Llan('e to the crips of the Lrute creation than to the 
inflections of thc hnmall voic('. They find food appar
('ntly hy instilwt, sleep in trecs, go totally unclothed, 
know tIl(' rude usc of a dub as against the LeaHts by 
whom they art') surrounded, though scarcely againRt 
their fpllow-men, and arfl equally incapable of organ
isation among themsclv('s, mJ,l of indivifluaJ resistauce 
to white enemies. Yet missionaries have not been 
wanting to approaeh these iRlanders, and well-mean-
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ing members of the Society for the Diffusion of Chris
tian Knowledge have sown their coasts with BIbles, 
whose use the finders could ('tClrtainly but ill conjecture. 

The office of Superintendent at Port Blair i.a one not 
widely sought for. Hitherto it has been almost always 
held by military men. Colonel Houghton, now known to 
famp from his suppression of the Jyntiah Cossiah Rebel
lion, once occupied this place, receiving twelve hundred 
Company's rupees per month in exchange for uttpr ban
ishment. On his dpparture there ensued a kind of inter
regnum, during which the convicts had time to get a{~cus
tomed to lax dlscipline; and then there suddenly uppear
ed among them a Colonel of the lat(> Company's army, 
called Robert Christopher Tytler, who had won for 
himself a certain reputation in some obscure transaction3 
in 1857. Colonel Tytler's merits Wf're better known, 
and certainly had been better appreciated, at the Lon
don India Office than in the Military Department at 
Calcutta. Some merits he no doubt possessed; but he 
was not the man to insl,ire a feeling of se('unty amongst 
un isolated few. N either did it appear, when he he('ame 
the head of such an isolated few, that he had it in his 
power to feel much confidence in himself. The Anglo
Indian officer of many years' experience in comfortable 
stations of burra khanas and of iced champagne was ill 
at ease among a people who fed on roots and wore no 
clothes. Port Blair offers but few resources for a devutee 
to social life. Thc settlement is composed of a few 
mean ~ungalows scattered under COCORoe; on a sandy 
shore. On one side stretch the lines of some Madrassee 
Sepoys; while on the opposite are seen a tllly cast-iron 



THE PROVINCES BEYOND TIlE SEA. 18'1 

church, but recently imported, and the white man's 
graveyard, well tenanted for so limited a community. 
The convict settlf'mcnt occupies a central place, raked 
by the imaginary fire of an hospital ship, two store ves
sels, and some few coasting craft, peaceably at anchor in 
the horse-sqoe hay. Certain people have it not in them 
to endure an existence to which they deem themselves 
superior; and it is to Uf' supposed tha.t Colonel Tytlcr 
belonged to tllis large category. Howewr this may lx·, 
he first applied for leave, and almost ere his application 
was received his health broke down, and he left the 
Andamans after a reign of short duration and of few 
results. 

COITcsponding to these groups of Andamans and 
Nirobals, and occupying, with reference to the coa."t 
of Malabar, something of the same positIOn they hold in 
re"lpect to that of Coromandd, we find the Laccadivcs 
aIld Maldives, separated from eaeh other, hke their 
IJlototypf'S, by a channel of about a hundred miles, 
whose value for purpObcS of navigation is les&elled by 
the existence in its centrc of a coral formation. to which 
the llame of Minicoy has been given. This island is 
uninhahited, save hy native fishermen, who visit it 
from time to time, and form a floating population, 
which llltherto has shown but little tendeney to expand. 
Minicoy, like all nlid-channel islands, is not without 
its fair average of shipwreck tales, though happily 
the half-savage mariners frequenting it have ilhown a 
marked humanity to all whom accident has cast upon 
their coasts. 

The Laccadives, until lately, formed a portion of the 
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inheritance pertaining to the Chief of ('annamore, sub
ject to the payment of an anllual tribute of a thousand 
poundS" to the British Governmellt. With the growth, 
however, of our dominion in the East, the power of 
natIve princes to enforce their rights at the handq of 
distant vassals has very much decreased; apd hence it 
followed that not long since, the tribute havmg fallen 
into many years' arrears, the Government of India 
absolved the reigning Beebee from all responsiJ)llity of 
its collection past and future, assuming the administra
tion of the islands. WIth them, as with the Maldives, 
fish is the sole produce. Tlwy arp not reported as pos
sessed of mineral or vegetahlc wealth. Gold-dust ib not 
found upon thf'ir surf-bound slJOlcs, nmthcr do costly 
spice trees cast a perfumed shade upon their &un-burnt 
soil. Their wealth consists of palms and cocoas, and 
the inhabitants ohtain imported clotlws and articles of 
luxury, in quantities limited hy their maccessibility, in 
exchange for the shells called cowries, that al (-' used a's 
mon<'y for small payments throughout the length and 
bleaclth of Hinclostan. 1 t has been statf'd, on the 
authority of a careful lllvestigator, that th(' inhabitants 
of the Maldives arc Mahomeclan"!, probahly of Arabic 
descent; that they live under a Sultan paying tribute 
to Ceylon, who, according to Hamilton, resides in Male, 
an island ahout thr€'e miles in circuit, fortifipd by walls 
and batterif's mounting upwards of a hundred pieces 
of artillery. But this acconnt must be received with 
caution, as ill according with the pisratorial simplicity 
and indigenre that form the leading characteristics of 
their brethren of the Lacrudives. 
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Aden and Perim are now all that remain unnoticed 
of what we have termed the Indian provinces beyond 
the sea; for t.he rich island of Ceylon forms an isolated 
colony, having no dependence on Calcutta. It is ruled 
by a Governor appointed by the Queen, upon the advice 
and responsibility of the Secretary of State chul'ged 
with the Colonial Department, and corresponds with 
India on equal terms on matterfl of a mutual interest. 
Often it has been suggested that Ceylon physically 
belongs to continental India, and forms as much an 
integral part of the Presidency of Madras as the isle of 
Anglesey does of \Vales. Indefld more so, the latter 
being now at length connected only hy a triumph of 
engilleering skill, the former hy a succession of broken 
rocks or islands worn away through long ngt's by the 
brpak of the monsoon, known to geography as Adam'!-\ 
Bridge, aud uniting the island to the maiu Rhore with 
the exception of a pass one hundred and fifty yardR ill 
width, dignified on charts hy the appellation Paumhcn 
Channel, where at low tide, thanks to an eXI'PIHliture 
of fifty thousand pounds, we have nuw sl1cceeded in ob
taining a depth of water of al)()ut thirteen feet. Othpr 
breaks and irregularities exi&t, it is true, in Adam's 
Bridge, but over mallY of them [l lJ()Y ('ould leap with 
case; and geology has surmised that the intcrruptions 
in this natural causeway were originally the result of 
some slight terrestrial convulgioll early in the fifteenth 
century. 

The fact of the island of Ceylon heing constituted 
independent of the Government of India, was no doubt 
mainly owing to the eircumstances connected with its 
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acquisition. The Portuguese established th~mselves 
there early in the sixteenth ct>ntury, and were suc
ceeded in the seventeenth by the Dutch, from whom 
the island was wrested by the British in the course of 
the wars resulting from the great French Revolution. 
Yet the conquered portions were confined to fortified 
points along the coast, and the King of Candy until 
quite recently ruled in the mountains of Murtlia. In 
former times Ceylon was mainly prized as a convenient 
point to touch for wood, water, and provisions; it 
boasted more than one WlOd harbour, and was inha hited 
by a peare-seeking people who knew few wants. Its 
interest!:! were Imperial, being bouna up with those, not 
only of East India, but of China and the whole exten
sive Australasian group; and it was argued, that if 
made subordinate to the Governor-General, these in
terests might he farmed for local en us which might 
not so well reconcile with general l'Pquirf'ment. Loru 
Wellesley eurly saw the shortsightedness of such a 
view, and used his iufiuence, though in vain, to COUll

teruct the claims to this pet island which the Colonial 
Office was a'lvancing on the strength of its colonial 
antecedents. But at that periou our Indian pos
sessions had by no means formed themselves into the 
ring-fenced estate they now resem bIe. The process of 
consolidation had not indeed commenced, and conquest 
was still the order of the day. The Cingalf'se thBm
selves, no doubt, have benefitpd by the course pursue(l. 
They havl escaped all share in the vicissitudes of war, 
pestilence, and famine which waged Leyond that narrow 
belt of sea. Neither have they been eorupelled to con-
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tribute towards the maintenance of Indian finance a 
quota corresponding to their wealth. As an indepen
dent colony their taxation haa been light and easy to 
be bomp ; and though the progrebs they have made in 
arts and agriculture has been small compared with that 
of Madras or British Burma, it has proved sufficient to 
satisfy the humble cravings of an unambitious race. 
A market for their pearls is all that they require, that 
a family may buy some five-and-twenty cocoas, and 
build beneath their shade a rude abode composed of 
sticks and matting- the trees themselves supplying all 
their wants; one tree, prfchance, is hollowed out to 
fOfm a rough canoe, by aid of which still more pearls 
and fish may be obtained; and with such treasures, and 
an iron pot or two, they contentedly eke out the 
burthell of their eXIstence. Still Ceylon il:! not without 
drawbacks, mainly i.ucIdental to it" independence. It 
has a civil service of its own, an ef'c1esiastical estab
lishment both overgrown .and overfed, and a mint, 
accompanied by all tIle ramifications of a fis('al system 
on a scale commensurate with the necessitlCs of Im
perial shipping interests, but far exceeding those of the 
inhabitants themselVP&. One argument used in former 
days against the mcorporation of Ceylon with British 
India was, that such a step would immediately be 
followed by granting to Trincomalee the patronage 
bestowed on Pomt de Galle: the latter undoubtedly 
the worst haven into which the shipping of the East 
habitually puts, and only maintained as lyihg handy at 
the extreme 8('uth of the island, 80 as to save each 
China and Australian ship some half day's coal; the 
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former styled hy Nelson "the finesL harbour in the 
world "-a reputation tlldorsed in the following words 
by one of the ablest navigators of our day ;--" Almost 
entirely landlocked, the water is so deep t:ll.it it is 
practimble to step from the shore on board the largest 
vesbels moored alongside. During the north-east mon
soon, when all ships on the Coromandel coast and in 
the Bengal Bay are compelled to put to St-a, Trin
comalce is thcir main place of refuge. The town," it is 
added, "well fortified by the Portuguese, may be con
sidered as the militmy capital of Coylon." Galle, on 
the other hand, is assailable both by land and sea, amI 
annually Eubmits to the appreciation of mankind a list 
of accidents and loss of life so lung that llothillg hut 
the influence of Peninsular and Oriental Company 
directors and of the agents for Austl'Dlian mails, eom
hined with the ignorance of tlw general public and of 
the holders of East India stock,-nothing less than fmch 
a powerful combination of ignorance and wealth ('0ui4:1 
have preserved, beyowl the middle of the nineteenth 
century, Galle harbour fi'om its inevitabl(' doom of 
utter and complete abandonment, and kPpt closed 
to trade for upwards of a llUlHlreJ Yl'ars "the finest 
haven in the world." 

It so happens that public opinion in England con
cerning India is mostly formed hy men whose paths 
have lain in Bombay or Bengal; for not only nUDlcn
cally speaking do they form a stronger phalanx thalJ 
those who toil within the precincts of Madras, but the 
commercial and military ascendency of the two northern 
~residencies has tended to absorb the interest expressed 
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in England in what relates to British India. Of tht>sf 
two Presidencies the servants of Bengal alone set eyes 
upon Ceylon, where they spend in traDAit some £o,,, 
hours, just sufficient to enable the more energetic to 
visit the so-called Cinnftmon Gardens, amI 'Voekwaller, 
in the immediate vieinity of Cane, 11l'ing thus alone 
enabled to form an opinion worthy of thn namp, tIS 

hased on personal observation. ThiH opiuion is palmed 
off upon tht'ir brethren of Bombay, hy whom it is 
adopted, partly from defereIlrc to thl> superior wiHdom 
of Bengal, partly from the fear of heing hrarketrd pt>r
haps with the benigllh'd drnizells of Fort St George, 
and most of all, no doubt, from the innatK love, ('ommon 
to peoples as to individuals, of diHscnting from the 
prc('onceivrd opinions of their lwarrHt neighbour, when 
circumstances rnallie them to do HO without incurring 
respoll'libility. To m(>n thus fresh from Cnlcutta or 
from Europe, (irylon'H palm-clad ('oast aif<ml'l a marked 
c<'fntrast to the Hoogly'F> mudtly flhon'F! or Aden\~ 
Heorcbing ('indt'l's, and they endorse in daily ('onvrrslt
tion the belief ('xistent, that the iHland of Cl'ylon iH 
<listinct from eontin<'ntal Imlia in language, manners, 
and religion; whih;t the Angliean of Madras, who 
occupies, hoth from hi;; minority and the a('('idellt of 
geographical pObition, the plaee of smallest int('rcst and 
mfluenee at home,-he alonfl ('an trael' a similarity 
between the Cingal~sc and the southern race's vtllO 

occupy thl' lands beyond the Cauyery, from Tanjor!' 
to Cochin. 

The fact is, HindoHtan must be regarded as a con
tinent, of which C('ylon fOl'lllH but one ('OmpOIH'nt part. 

N 
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The mountain races to the north are rude-spoken and 
rough-mannered; as you travel south, they soften at once 
in character, language, ann appearance. Thl.'y are less 
martial, less fanatical, and more effeminate. The patois 
of the Hills gives place to the full-mouthed Punjal)f'(' 
languagrs, which ,are superseded in their turn by the 
more cultivated Mahratta and Rindee; and finally all 
give way to the softer sounds of Canarese and Tamil. 
These dialects again, as the coast is gradually ap
proached, merge, through stages not always very clearly 
tra(,pahl(" into Cingalese, which, when spoken in its 
purity, is })('culiar to the island whence it tak0S its 
name, hut when written and termed Fali is in genf'ral 
use in Burmese literature, and haR much analogy with 
Malay aIHl ~iamese. Further, we arl' told that through
out Ceylon amI Travullcor(', If gatherers of fruit,"" drawers 
of toddy," or fermented sal' from the palm, and low
('aste fiHhermen called "MuOgIl.1S," form a large propor
tion of the pOlJUlation; awl again 'we have on high 
aulllOrity "that the Malabars of Ceylon and the Uingn
leRe of Malahar are F,O clm,e}v allie(l in manners and 

" 
rdigion, and both rcspmhle in sueh degrel.> thl'ir C011-

g!'lIPl'R of Sout'lcrn India, as to form one people, evi-. 
dently dl'sccnded fi'om thp posterity of Hashem, who 
was pxpdled hy Mahomet from Arabia; and though 
Candy, from its isolated and inaccessible position at the 
Hut!hnit of the Kadaganava Pass, still l'('mains a strong
hold of the Buddhist f,lith, yet little physiological im
portance should he attributed to a circUlllstance so 
local in its operation and accidental in its origin"
owing, as the priests themselves nllow, to a very flying 
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visit once paid that mountain by the divine Buddha, 
who condescended, we are told, to purchase the eternal 
sanctity of so beautiful an island, hitherto inhabited by 
demons, at the costly price of a holy tooth. 

Thus race, lang1lage, mmmt::I'8, and religion seem to 
culminate in the most southern portion of the peninsula 
of Hindostan. There, within the sp<1e': of two square 
degrees, arc found living side by side, in friendly iuter
course and commereiul prosperity, representatives of 
every creed from Ghuznce to .1uggc'rnaut; and Eng
land, far from seeking to 8illk the nationality of Ceyloll, 
and class her by the side of secondary insular posses
sions, ought on the contrary to east hl'r weight into the 
scales of Rriti:,;h India, with whose destinies she must 
eVer be inseparably asso('iah,d. Their products are the 
same; and unfortunatl·ly there is hut little clifit!renee in 
their ('limatp. The Rume Em;tern RUll shilleR on both, 
and, recellt expcrioll('e hus taught, with almost o(Iual 
detriment to European life. The last two rulers of 
Ceylon.have becJJ brought to early grnveFl hy rewJOn of 
the noxious infiuenees thrl'e iml,ihed. Sir Hrnry Ward, 
it is true, succumhed to eholem a few days aftl·r hiR 
ani val in Madras. And that PrpsidcllCY unjustly hal'! 

his hlood upon her hands; for no l('ss surely did his 
IlLbours at Colombo predispose him to the grasp of the 
disease than was the ease with his successor, HiI' 
Charles Macarthy, who after lingl'ring long, apparf.W,t]y 
1,lnwilling to leave his work ere its completion, WHi'! 

finally compelled to Flhip hinJ"clf for EIJgland, which lw 
never lived to reach. 

But interest ill C"ylon has made us stray from the 
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path prescribed, and Aden, with Perim, have claims 
on our attention that brook n<' further of delay. The 
acquisition of the former dates from 1849, when Captain 
Haines was authorised by tlte Government of India to 
demand redress for some indif,l"nities suffered by Ma
homedans, under the protection of Bombay, bound 
upon a pilgrimage to Mecca. Thc local Sultan was 
urcordingly addressf'd, and pis reply was of so insolent 
a nature as to provoke hostilities, whieh terminated in 
OUI' acquisition of a town and seaport of Ambia Felix in 
the province of Y rmen. "Tllt' geologieal formation of 
Adt'll i" of pun' igneolls origin, the whole penin~ula, be
ll1g little mort' than a huge nULk"l of vole-aBie rock. Aden 
has been styleil the pye of Yen1l'll; it is (·('rtainly the 
key. to £h(' Red Sea from th(' south, its harbour being 
thr finest in Arahia." 8ince the possession by Great 
Rritain of thi" exhausteu ('rater, vast sums have been 
lavish('d in the erection of fortifications, whieh render 
it no douht imprf'gnahle, if not to any attack th'tt might 
he made from the sea or the mainland, at least to any 
foree the Arabs eouId rollect. Indeed it has heen said 
hy competent authoritl(,f.., that wh.1t Adell has most to 
fl'ar in the ewnt of war, is that its lofty walls might 
be brought uown l)y the cOlleu1lsiol1 caused. by the di:,;
('harge of its own artillery. Such as it is, howev<:,r, 
Aden is governed hy a military Resident appointed 
from Bombay. 'I'll(' wonders of th<:' tanks, by mNlns 
of whieh the rain that falls once in thr(;e y<:,ars or s() 
is earefully pl"!''lel"ved for tIl(' nse of the inhahitants, are 
too well known to net,d description here. They have 
been suppospd to be of Roman origin, and their pxcava-
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tion is mainly due to the energy displayed by Captain 
Playfair, now Her Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar, who, 

heing left long in chargr, spared nothing, and money 
least of all, in the successful execution of this work. 

The island of Perilll if'; dependent upon the peninsula 
of Aden, being situated in the centre of the Strait of 
Bah-el-Mandeb. It is small, flat, nri(l, ~tl1d worthlcAs; .. 
and the meagre company, detached from the garrison 
of Aden for its defence, would ht· of less value t1) serve 
the guns commandillg the narrow entrance tu the ned 
Sea, than they actually arc as a sl'('urity for the hurning 
of the light watched for with aIlxil'ty by l'very pilot 11:-; 

he nears that ehannel. Thc hlustering mt'uace expresRl'd 
l)y France at the date of our atturhment of the i8~I1d 
of Perim was so mueh eapital exp('wlo\! un an unretnu
nerative object. It has siuee become palpahle' to all 
that for offem;ive purposeI' I\'rim is powel'lt·s8; whill' 
itR defence eould not be maintained in su it-ohltt'll It 

po:;ition without a force vastly Hupcrior to it..., Rtratq:~il' 

value. Perim iR not a fortn'dR, lmt a light-Htatioll: and 
the cloqucnce of Fran('c and the threats of 1101' culonclR 
have failed to construe the eueouragpmcnt of l'0111111Cree 
into an act of politieal agbrressioll. 
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CH AP1'ER IX. 

'I'HE MILITARY DEP ARTMRN'I' 

IN previous chapters SOlll(' Rpace has lleceRsal'ily h('l'11 
devoted to military deeas am1 men, but without l'11-

cl'oaehing on tll(' place reserwd foI' notice of the pl'O
f('s8ion whose history they adorn; for in the East H 

80ldier's duties cannot be kept within the limits of 
camp life, and the force of his example extends far 
beyond the small circumference whence his watch-fireR 
may be seen. Half a century ago the duties of an 
Indian soldier to the English Crown embraced even 
wider field!' of action than is tIlt' case to-day. Less 
liable to harren critieism, a broader scope was left for 
the unembarra.,-;sed exercise' of character and geniu8; 
and while it wa"! impos8ible for a command('r to shil'ld 
himself from the responsibility attaching to hiR oiliee 
by C'ndless reference to headquarters, no general could 
be blind to the fact that the prestige of the blood &hed 
hy Clive a:tld Warren Hastings might easily he 8a('ri
ficed in one campaign. Thul> place and power then 
really went together, and each conveyNl some semle of 
its responsibility to him who held it, by £01'('8 of actual 
fact, and not hy reason of the fear of having tardy 
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tactics watched with ill-disguised impatience, and mili
tary distances measured upon the Horse Guards' maps 
by the light of letters from a correspondent of th(, 
'Times.' 

A combination of the difficulties of both these pOHi
tiona may be said, however, t.o haw been emhraced ill 
Lord Clyde's Indian career. He, perhaps more than 
any of his predecessors, might feel that our day's insu('
eess, or even doubtful gam, would Ulon' than neutrnJiHt' 
the prolonged victory of a ('('lltury; and he morl'OVl'r 
entered on Ins dutlC3 at a moment whell national 
anxiety for India in Englall<l had fL,.whl'd itg high(,Ht 
piteh, Hnd when caeh British tax-p,tyer ('ollsidered that 
hi~ status as a free-born Briton, not less than p.lrental 
fondness for a young!'r son who h,HI pewhaw'c PIll

braeed an Eastern hfl', enhth·d hun to know the pro
gramme of reconquest. Sense of rp8pollBilnlity is of two 
kind"l-legitimate, for the ultimate result of the int('r
psts at stake; and illegitimate, for fear of the diRcredit 
entailed by flilurc. Both of thl''ll' Lord ('lydt' might 
well experience. He had becn l bBentially the fo.oldil'l' 
of good fortune, who, raised to high command by pft"lt 

Huccesse"! dearly won at the hands of worthy (,Iwmies, 
might not unnaturdlly he suppo'led to shrmk from thl' 
lJossibility of dulling in sume Indian fight the lustre of 
a long life's achievements. Bmwles, though sufti·ring 
less than many from a morbid consciousneas of the mag
nitude of the game he playPd, he yet possesRed a full 
and healthy knowledge of +he heavy liability incurred 
by one who led th( vel1geful hosts which England had 
sent out to Imy b:u.'k with still morc hlood 11 land 
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already J:eddened by the >iword. 1'0 this just apprecia
tion of his own position, Lord (llyde's good fortune 
further added the not inconsiderahle advantage of hav
ing to narrate his doings in the East the pen of Dr 
Russcll, who, from long familiarity with both the pains 
aUfl pleasures of campaigning, knew how to keep the 
British public satisficd with accurate details, without 
assuming, as he might, the easier part of crnsor and 
reformer. Finally, the condition of events was such as to 
leave Lord Clyde more untrammelled than any Gene
ral in the field since the em of the first Napoleon. The 
Indian telegraph by sea was not tht'Il laid, while th.1t 
by Ianll was everywhere ,le&troyed or in the enemy';:; 
hands; he had at his beck and call men devoted to 
himself by P.1st association, awl in Sir William Mans
field he, first alolw, but later joined by all the military 
world, recognised the ablest soldier of our time. 

But it ib not our intention to emulate the zeal of 
octogenarian heroes, who never tire of fightin.:s well
fought battles yet once more. Too mllny books haw 
helped to cast an illsuffieient light upon the acts in 
which their au1 hors played at best a pOOl' third part; 
and we mlUlt rC'lt content with the attempt to trace 
somc faint outlinc of the relatiw positions occupied by 
soldier and civilian-showing how each now wears the 
other's mask, how the civilian of an earlIer day, having 
the command of soldiery, was martial to excess, while 
now, that the rupees lw monthly earns are owing to 
success in arms alonC', but little love is lost between the 
serVlces. 

This mutual jealousy has constantly afforded cause 
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for scandal, and not unfrequently produced results most 
baneful to the public interests. Formerly, in times of 
great excitement, or when some long-pending measure 
required immediate carrying-out, the difficulty was 
often met by joining in one man's hands the reins 
of military and civil rule. The biography of Lord 
Cornwallis affords more than OIle (·xtLmple of such a 
combination, necessary at the time, hut iuvanably dis
solved when the necessity had pUilsed a.way. Rut when 
two men of equal ambition and g{'niu8 for usurping 
every fleW of action nwet on the theatre of IndiaIl lift', 
difficulty invariahly eUSU(}H. TIle 1a,,<;t im;tance of suell 
difficulty, growing from a merp person:l) feeling of dis
like, or what Sir Cresswell Creflswell might have termed 
"mcompatibility of temper," into a puIllie animo"lity, 
such as to mah it impoi-.I->ible for civil and military 
authorities to work in doubll' harneRs, occnrrrd ill Lord 
Dalhousie's tim(" WhCll Sir Charles NUl'il'r, rendered 
the weaker vessel by the glowing administrative suc
('e&ses of the UOYel'nor-ficncl'ul, WHR shattered in the 
('ontest and recalled. 

A mUl'h-alwtting cuuse of these diRHPnRionA doubtlpss 
may be found in the constitution of what are t('rmed 
the" Civil Regiments." TbcKC conRist of corps enrolled 
rather for political reasons than as arms of Imperial 
warfare or defencc, and as such they are suhject to the 
sole control of the Governor-General, to the exclusion 
of the authority of the Commander-in-Chief. Queen's 
officers are appointed to them as va(·a.ncies occur; and 
these appointments being highly paid, and affording 
special opportunities for distinction, are much coveted, 
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and constitute a valuable branch of patronage. The 
"Punjab Irregular Force," ramed in 1849, ranks :first 
.among these troops for efficiency And importunce, being 
eomposed of horse and foot and guns; and since 1857 
it has earned for itself an honourable place in the mili
tary history of India, beneath the iron hand and silken 
glove of Brigadier - General N evillc Chamberlain, an 
officer whose daring and ambition found an ample :field 
in the belt of country known as the Derajat, that 
separates the river Indus from the frontiers of Cabul. 
Many other corps belong to the list ot "Civil Regi
m('nts;" the duty of some of them lies ill oLedicnce 
to the commands of the Rflsideut at Hydembad, and 
some rt'eeive their orders through the Agents to the 
Governor-General at IllIlore or Mount Aboo. Some 
arc stjll more local iu their character, like the Mhail'
warrah battalion; and the Hpecial service of others, like 
the Viceroy's body-guard, and that of the Resident at 
Nipal, consists in the performance of perpetnal escort
duty. Thf're is, however, no neecsl'lity to name or 
number these perRonal and local milItary bodies. Th{ly 
all differ in externals; some are clothed in scarlet and 
gold, with jack-boots and plumed head-gear; others 
wear the dust-coloured khakee ulliform and turban 
peculiar to the native infantry, and prefer to remove 
their Buropean ammunition-boots before proceeding on 
a march; yet, though distinct in outward show, they 
have the fact in common that all of them wear swordf'!, 
which one and all know full well when and for whom 
to draw. Though the anomaly of this system is no 
doubt very great, it has hitherto been found practically 
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to work well, and has proved itself of almost priceless 
value in these days when so much of the real power 
of a Governor~General has been laid low-first by the 
creation of powerful subordinate administmtions, and 
spcondly by the system of increml('d Stl hservience to 

home, even in matters of m.imlte det.'lil, such as the 
granting of a paltry annual pension ;-thus rend.ering 
it doubly necess;ry that the office of Viceroy should 
be clothed with martial attrihuteA, and all the outward 
pomp and circumstanc'p of an Eastern Court. 

\Vith m(>n of the stall!p of tIl(' Governor~General who 
annexed the Punjab, and of thl~ Commander-in-Chief 
who conquered Scinde, it was not unnatural that diffi
('ulty should have arisen; hut Lord Canning at the 
outset of the Indian Mutiny lwtl for (!hief Commander 
a man of thp heroic caste, who, had he livell, might 
hy the force of his prompt uetion have crushed in its 
first infancy the wide-spreading conflagration. But the 
Hudden illneRR of a few days dosed the life of Gene:r:tl 
Anson, and he died in Northern India on the very day 
our countrymen exchangf'd the line of their intrenf'h
ments at Cawnpore for the river-boats so treacherously 
provided for them hy the Nana of infamous repuu·. 
Thus Lord Canning lost thC' services of one above jeal
ousy like himself, and for a time was left alone to battle 
with events. 

Then it was that Sir Colin Campbell, the first and 
last Lord Clyde, appearcfl upon the scene, bringing 
with him in hiR train a host of junior ('ommandel'H 
whose persoLul confidence he had acquired in what Mr 
KingJake calls Crim Tartary. Yet a little, and Fort Bt 
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George sent a representative in the person of Colonel 
Neill, while Sir James Outram, having put a hurried 
termination to the Persian war, hastened up from 
Bombay Presidency. Troops now poured in from every 
side, and every nerve was strung in expectation. The 
brigade of the" Shannon," and the other troops diverted 
from the second Chinese war, played their part right . . 
nobly m the struggle. Lord Clyde, how('ver, from the 
first set hiR hard face rigidly against advance, r(,S~1 ving 
his whole forceR for d('fem,ive operations, until the 
white troops at his command should number BeYl'nty 
thousand souls. Many have sinf'e fJuestioneu the wis
dom and necessity of such a resolution, and, ex-post
facto arguments lleillg of Rpeeial ease in applif'ation, it 
has not proved difficult to sprend a crude brlief that 
Lord Clyde might have ,lone his work with less; and 
that even had he failed, though England might have 
lost some prestige in the East, she would at least have 
been relieved from the necessity of sending half her 
arm, to a distant RC'pulchre. Yet these critieiRms arc 
of little valu!', either for l'urpoRes of history or to ('11-

able one to form an approximate appr('eiatioll of Lord 
Clyde as a soldier. H(' came rapidly from England, 
and formed a just decision from the first. From this 
«ecision he nev('r swerved by the width of a camel's 
hair. He was obstinate, hc had his own way, fought 
his battlrs on spots selected by himself, and brought 
us through a douhtful crisiR in our destiny without 
a moment's hesitation and with success impossible to 
controvert. 

The rebellion thus subdued, Lord Canning could 
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afford to cast an anxious eye around, and see how 
much was gone, and what remained of former institu
tions. The first grand conclusion at which he speedily 
arri\led, and which when taught by him soon found a 
gcrwral acceptance, was, that India, though reconquered 
by the sword, should now be ruled alont> by legislation. 
Yet many a brigadier who holds cOlllll1ltwl nt some up
country station still clings wit h lllorilnmd tpnacity to 

the style quoted in 'Cav. npore,' hy l\ir George Tre
velyall-a style remarkahle for inhumanity, aud boast
ing little force but thaL derived from bare alliteration: 
" Peafowl, l,artridges, and pandics, rose together-the 
latter," It is addeel, "affording the h('~t sport." It is to 
he l'egrettpd that thl' das:" of thought to which such 
"ritillg owes its origin still boa.,,'lts of numerous advo
cates in our Anglo-Indian army; yet thrice happy is it 
that the practice of the human race divine to trim its 
R<tils by the prevailing l)l'('('ze, whichever way it blows, 
is strong enough to modify the mischief; and hence, so 
long a& wise di~l ntion is ihsplaY('d in tll{' selection 
of officers for high command, for staff (mploy and eivil 
situations, no general imprcf'sion adverRC to our interests 
can be producel1 upon the massI's of Indian population 
by the uIlchl'lstian language of tIl(' few. 

When Lord Clyde left India, a short military reign 
devolved upon Sir Patrick Grant, the then senior G('ne
ral commanding; and he waR soon succeeded by a name 
~ ell nigh Rynonymous with :mcccss. The career of 
Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Rose has been too lately 
laid before th(· publie in a fa<;cinating form by Major 
Mallison to enll for any hiographic'al actai1. But 
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queries, perhaps, it DJay not be deemed presumptuous 
to put, in order that the l'i<>ture of this great man may 
form a pleasing object for the eyf! to dwell un, as per
fect both in light and shade. If we would, thbrefore, 
criticise Sir Hugh's career, we might be tempted to 

dwell less leniently upon the amiable defects in which 
his character abounds-defects glossed over even by 
a hypercritical Review as casting the tenor of h~ life 
within a mould better fitting the past century than the 
present day. Again, some say that personal friendship 
may be can-icd to excess; and the enemies of Sir Hugh 
delight in pointing at many of his omissions and (,OlU

missions Illi the rCl:!Ults of cnuses certainly not profes
sional. But tlwse arc p('rsollai questions, and of littlt' 
import wh('n compared with the au.mini::ltrative reforms 
which mark this period; for it is denied by none that 
throughout four years of pcace Sir Hugh o.evoted his 
considerable geniuf'., and an actiVIty that knows no 
bounds, mainly GO improving the condition of our 
Indian army, hy each and every d('vif'e that could 
occur to an ever-thoughtful hrain. Prominent among 
these ranks the grund experimpnt of l'{·ginwntal work
shops, where t;\C private RoMier lIlay spend profitahly 
some hours ('aeh day, otlicrwi8<.! prollably devoted to 
pernicious sleep, or to still more baneful idleness wlH'1l 
awake, in the constru('tion of small artides (·ithcr for 
his personal UBC or for sale in the bazaars, therehy 
enhancing the modest revenuc from which the better 
class contrives to set aside a funo. against some rainy 
o.ay. 

The sanitary condition of British troop!> 111 India has, 
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however, received"of late a liLeral measure of attention 
from the English public. The statistics furnished by 
Mr Strachey and Sir Sydney Cotton, contrMwd with 
reports supplied by various departmental heads, have 
now afforded upwards of one year's study to those who 
can devote some time and considt'ration to the task of 
criticising and comparing compound Bums like these, 
containing elements that assume a widely different 
aspect, when seen from one or other point of view. 

The fact is, white life in India has become so costly 
of importation and of maintenance, that the ablest 
minds have racked their ingenuity in endeavours to 

lay down condItlOns for its preservation at once humane 
ana economical. Thus various dogmas have heen 
promulgated, asserting that a length of service varying 
from five to ten ypar<; might be looked for from each 
white soldi!'r transplanted to Calcutta at a cost of 
£90; and wht'n Lord Clyde reached India the financial 
quc'3tioTl had attained its zenith. A country then in 
d('ht, hntl to be recovered by expendmg money rais('d 
with difiieulty at six !I('f cent. Some there were who 
ventured to prediet that, even if rt'cover(,d, India would 
hencef9I'th have lost its fascination as a mercantile in~ 
wfltment; and Threadnee(lk Strcpt C'y<,d with dOltbt 
and hesitation the opening of Joans, although secured 
hy Government, for bums which far surpassed what 
they supposed the value of the stake. The funds were 
ultimately raispd however, und fifty thousand men were 
scnt to India in SIX months. Though India was thus 
saved to us, 8h.; had to bear the debt incUITcd; and 
little wonder if LOfCl Clyde's SllCCeI'lSOr, as Sir Hugh 


