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history ficords that Pondicherry and the other settle­
ments 'Were captured by the British on the outbreak 
of hostilities in 1761, 177~, 179~, and 1803. They 
were finally restored to France at the general pacifI­
cation of 1815 ; but since that date their ~ts and 
boundaries have been confined within cESain narruw 
limits and restrictions. Dupleix's capital of Chand6l"­
nagore, for instance, has been deprived of'the sanctity 
of asylum, and only permitted to maintain a specified 
number of -mlmicipal police-the French flag being 
hoisted without the right of military enlistment within 
the territory it covers. Ruined buildings, grasSy 
quays, a swollen river, ill- kept within it.':! rotting 
banks by mouldering sea-walls; a commooda.nt..~th 
nothing to command, an administrator with little to 
administer; such arc the leadmg features of· one and 
every French settlement in India to-day. In Malle, 
Carical, ann specially Yanaon on the Orissa,. eoa&t, 
theae characteristies are enlivened by ecclesiQ,S~ ad 
venture, these places being professedly rather stations 
for ilriluencing native minds through missionary chaa­
nel~,than outlets for the pent-up commerce of a COl)oo 

nnent sighing for relief and foreign wares. Yet if 
France now bases her colonial dominioD on the suffrage 
of religion, she builds her house on sand: for having 
herself passed, ~~h the ordeal of unbelief, she hM 
lost much of the strength of personal ""~.J.i 
while should she on the contrary Sljck to·-fiatter ~ 
religious prejudices of others) she would find tha~ 

natival! have become too much .rocustomed to religi~ 
ous renegades to attach a vast importance to the • 
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of those, like Kleber and Desaix, who hastil,"embraoe 
the forms of worship that prevail at any Eastern shrine. 

The position ef Yanaon is equally curious and in­
structive, regarUd from a social, political, or occ1esi .. 
astical , point of view. The tortuous Fl-aak nppears 
to have seught a spot, BqUally well &u'itcd for the 
propagation of commerce or the Romnn Catholic 
faith; and in this vain pursuit has failed in t.he 
a\tainment of either end in view. The eldest son of 
the Church, ever attempting to distil in:fluencc u'om 
the headquarters of some foreign -oreed, ,WltS little 
likely to overlook entirely the sacred" Delta of the 
Mahanuddi, the cradle of Hindooism. Hence mis­
sioDWy fathers turned to the discovcry of some inlet 
on that rugged superstitions eoast whence they might 
sally forth to fulfil their destiny. Combilliug Jug­
gernant with trade, and hoping to conciliate both 
God and man, they hit upon Yanaon, situate at the 
bifurcation of the Godavery and Coringa, in a low­
lying land. seamed by sluggish streams and. ~g' 
with ague and pestilential fever. ~ 

At the convenient and safe di.liItance of littlf..hnlore 
than two degrees northWal'd along the coast, alid 
equally accessible oy land or water, stand the far-famed 
I)oorie temples, dedicated. to Krishna, Bnlorama, anP. 
KOO. These, with their co-deities.' including the mon­
key god Huniman, exemplify the realistic tendencieH 
CJlindoG mythology, if we may credit "the following 
'record of their appetites u.s officially publiBhed in the 
'Transactions of the Asiatic Society' ;-" The provisions 
iarnished daily for the idols consist of 220 seers of rice, 
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97 seers of kallai, 24 of mung, 188 of clarified buffa­
loes' butter, 90 of molasses, 35 of vegetables. 100 of 
milk, 13 of spices, 20 of 3alt. and 22 of lamp-oil. 80 
inr;atialJlc arc the appetiteH of the idols that they cat 
fifty-two times a-day, and give occupation to nearly 
four hundred cooks; the ga.tes are cauti,)usly shut 
during the presentation of food, and none but a few 
personal scrvants of the itlols arc allowed -to be present. 
While the meal lasts the hundred and ,twenty dancing­
girls attached to the temple dance and sing in the room 
of many pillars." Weare further told that a grand 
festival which these gods annually hold OCC'lrs in the 
month of March, when the moon is of a certain age 
after the sun has entcred Aries. On these oecasiOBB 
many thousand men, women, and children hruness 
themsclves to the saf'red car~l, and Brahmins stationed 
on the platform sing and repeat fanatical stories, accom­
panied by appropriate gesturl'R. which arc hailed by tIle 
multitude with sounds and movements of applause. It. 
was on thel$e annual excursions that, according to our 
old holief, a large proportion of thE' votaries of the rause 
and glory of PooTie were wont to immolate themselves; 
but a careful writer has Rt.l,ted his opinion, that" this 
excess of fanaticism which prompted pilgrims to court 
death by casting themselves in crowds Leneath the 
wheels of .Tuggernaut, either never existed or else 
has long ceased to actuate the worshippers of the 
idol;" and he attributes the fact of the roadsides 
being for many miles white' with human bones to tne 
general practice among Hindoos of dragging their fail­
ing bodics at the I1ppl'oa~ of death to this 'Sacred 
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neighbourhood, so that they may end their days within 
sight of the holy edifice, and purchase everlasting bliss 

;~t a price within the reach of the poorest in the land. 
The gods that are the object of this popular venera­

tion are grim enough in shape and colouring, and lay 
no claim to wealth or beauty. They an) of wood, 
painted white, black, and yellow rcspl'ctivt'iy, and arc 
publicly exposed twice a-year, when .. Juggernaut [tnd 
his brother, niter undergoing certain ablutions, assume 
the form of Ganesa~ the elephant-headed god. by mcan~ 
of masks, and arc placed on the terraco overlooking 
the temple, surrounded hy crowds of vriests who fan 
them to drive away the flies, while the surging mul­
titudes below gaze in silent awe amI admiratiou." 

This was the society which France umbitioncd in 
acC!uirillg a pied (t teN(' ill the vi(Oiuity of Poorie; yet 
even here, whf)re nature wears morally aud physically 
an unutlually sombre garh, she has not departed from 
that law of compensation which rcndcr8 her so fond a 
wistresq The dark alluvial soil rewards the husband­
man with heavy crops of fruit and l:,'Tuill, the turbid 
streams teem with excellent fish, and evmy fllw1 of the 
air and beast of the field goo(l for man as food appelll"i! 

with lamlahle punctuality at its appointed season. Not­
withstanding, however, that all material waniH are thUB 
bountifully supplied, it can afford little cttuse for WOIl­

der that, in a dimatc so singularly prejudicial to white 
life, the French community shoultl have remained sta­
tionary within the narr0W limits of eight thousan<l 
acres, counting seven thou~antl Aouls. But these moy 
hug with satiBfaction the foud reflection that, though 



262 FOREIGN SETTLEMENTS IN HINDOSTAN. 

they live and have theIr being in a land of foreign 
misbelief, they remain subject to the parti-eoloured flag 
which hIstory will hand down to future ages as the 
incarnation of ideal government. 

Betwern the lands occupied by the toh'rant yet 
proselytising Frank, and the m.ore worshipful Hindoo, 
there lie the broad estates of Vizianagrnm, whose young 
Maharaja, thus brought up in contact with exaggerated 
forms of Eastern and of Western life, has marked 
out for himself a path of happy compromise. Dearly 
wedded to European tastcs, this native noble- has re­
cently bern raised by the fiat of Sir John La~ee to 
a scat in his Council for legislativr purposes, for which, 
though somewhat young perhaps in years and conse­
quent"maturity of lbought, his rharacter, educational 
attainment"!, and great wealth fuHy fitted him. ~E'n 

the other day iu the Town Hall of Calcutta, his not 
very swarthy countenance set, :H! it were, in a turban of 
cla;borate simplicity, the admirable proportions of his 
figure displayed by tho bec?ming folds 0: Oriental 
(lrapery, his outward mlln contrasted most favourably 
with the servile imitation of European dress that marks 
thc fallcn drnastics of Mysore and Oude. To these 
advantages he added knowledge of the English tongue, 
in which he, had a well-turned phrase for all; and, from 
association in the habits of our daily life, he had 
acquired the knack of social intercourse with aliens in 
creed. and colour, without derogating from tim dignity 
of his high descent. 

Clad in these amiable and manly attrihutes, we must 
now leave the Vizianagram chief to t.1.ke his part in 
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the legislation of his country; and, pursuing the thread 
of colonial experience, we shall next turn to the for­
tunes of those ambitious burghers of the Nethedands, 
who at one time monopolised the carrying trade of the 
East. 

What little of romance remains as.<;ociat('tl with the 
doings of the Dutch i'iI Inclia is cOllllt'ded with the 
exploits of one Hautman, undcr whose command a 
small squadron of foul' Dutch-built craft approached 
the CorolDllndcl coast in 1594. In those duyo the 
weapons in the hands of EUHtcnl people were not a 
match for the Ul'lIlS and armour of advcllturOUi:! Euro­
peans, and the slight resistance at first opposed to Dutch 
aggres:'3ion was exactly of the kind bCbt suited to stimu­
late their pa.ssion for mercantile d,ominion. Hlmtman 
and his followers mon'over strove to impart that confi­
dcnce by which alone the trade tlley sought could be 
obtained; and the peaee-loving people of t]w coast were 
far more inclined to accept his conciliatory meas\U'es 
with gratitude, than to descry ('nomics in the hardy 
whites sent them by the winds and waves, from whence 
they could not tell. But though the lukewarm opposi­
tion of the native race of itself proved no insurmountable 
.)bstade to the prosperity of the new-comers, it htqJ­
pened that a southern European people 11[1(1 preceded 
that Dutch captain by a hundred ,.ears or more; and 
now regarded with a jealous eye the advent of a rival, 
of. a hated faith, in those Eastern Indies, which she 
deemed her own by evl'ry title human and divine. 
Hence ensued a tedious crud war between the Portu­
guese and Duteh, wherein th~ latter ultimately tri-
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umpheu, though a.t Il heavy cost. While this struggle 
for ascenueney was pendll1g, the natives had insensibly 
become embroiled in our disselll:lions; for not unnatur­
ally seeing a source of gain in the mutual lxtermina­
tion of the intruders, and in their resort to mercenaries, 
they proved apt scholars in ~ the art of selling their 
sword-arms to those who bade the highest price, and 
oftell l)y plnying a doubls game became involved in 
indiscriminate slaughter by both factions. 

Thus, by a happy mixture of audaci.ty and skill, the 
Dutch obtained the mastery over Portugal in India, 
estul>lished factories at Negapatam, Sadras, Pulical, and 
Bimlipatnm upon the Madras coast, and thenceforth 
Raw in British ('nergy the only SHious obstacle to their 
attaining the monopoly they sought. For several de­
eades matters took their ('ourse of intermittent peace 
and war; the genius of the Dutch, however, seemed tv 
point more to maritime adventure than territorial ex­
tension, allu, so far, the real interests of EnJlalld and 
Holland clashed less than their pretensions. To this 
cause may probably he traced the long forlJearunce of 
the British people with the arrogance which charac-: 
tensed Dutch d('alings at this period; awl it was not 
till the nation's ire was fully kindled by the massacre 
of.,.~ofrcllsivc unprotected English on the island of 
Am;oyna in the Banda Sea, that serious collision proved 
fatal to Netherland dominion in East India. 

Ncgapatam was takon by the English in 1781, and 
thus deseended from the rank she occupied as capital 
of Dutch Hindostan to the condition of a ruined town, 
mentioned in Gazetteers as " situate within the district 
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of Tanjore, Presidency of Madras, of raxe resort except 
to ships in want of water "-whieh, however, we arc 
told " is both plentiful and cxcellent." The decadence 
of Pulicat and Bimlipatam, though leAs prominent, has 
not been less complete: the former now" lies within 
tho jurisdiction of the British magi..,trate at Chingleput" 
-a spot, 'We infer, of more importance; while little in­
formation is accessible with rcf'en'w'(' to the latter, savn 
anu except the fact that its geographical position may 
be laid down on any ('hart with toleml)lc accuracy, 
since its latitude and longitude ~e known, and stated 
at 17° 52' and sao 30' respectively. SaaraR alone re­
mains to bc described in its aetual btate; and here we 
have the benefit of' a. more detailed account by an ex­
ceUt'nt authority: for, <I{'('ordillg to Heber, "it is a 
large but poor-looking towll, once a. Dutch settlement, 
ana still containing lllany familietl of' dpcayed burghers, 
the melancholy relieb of a ruined factory, some of whom 
arc in rec'l'ipt of' little pensiollR charitably awarded " 
them by the British Government." 

Only Olle more llortlwl'll power has set her seal 011 

Indian soil; and tlrough, lJY the agency of time, the 
seal itself has been removed, its impress still remains 
for good, and merits some remark. This power .is 
Denmark; and we would refer those who ask what-f'tt 
the Danes have played in rudiu" to the early histo1f;-bf 
type-printing as appli('d to Eastern languages. It was 
at Serampore, an ancient Danish settlement on the 
Hoogly, oppot'lte to Barrackpvre, that William Carey 
first sct up his missionary press, whence issued transla­
tions vf the Scripturc3 in forty different Indian tongues, 
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bringing the Bible within the range of three hundred 
million additional human beings. For this civilising 
service we are indebted to the good offices of the then 
Danish governor, who promptly placed the small re­
sources of his administration at the disposal cf so gen­
eral a benefactor. The good influence thence diffused 
flourished and bore fruit throughout our empire in 
the East, paving the way to many of our subsequent 
achievements in the interest of peace (!oP.d education; 
and it -behoves us, in here endeavouring to trace the 
march of causes and effects in British Indja, hfmestly to 
acknowledge the advantage we derive from the ex[~mple 
of a literary and scientific neighbour in an era of blood­
shed and dismemberment . 
. . The end of Serampore as Danish property \Vas hon­

ourable to herself and all concerned. She did not fall 
a prey to the grasping policy of a powerful neighbour, 
by conquest or surrender; she did not primarily pass 
~ugh the gradual stages of decay, which have sapped 
the broad foundations of the French and Dutch in 
India; neither did she tenaciously adhere, like the 
colonies of Portugal, to a state of things long sinee 
become a burthen to the' mother country. She was 
v~rous even to the end; and so distinguished for the 
.-enee of her manufactured fabrics, that we English 
~cutta still print our better publications, and the 
Government Gazette, upon t~ paper she continues to 

produce. Yet she had the good scnse to know, that 
the benefit of her industry was reaped by us, and that 
constant correspondence on extradition questions was 
embarrassittg to the cause both of justice and morality. 
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In other words, Scrampore had become trouhlesome to 
the jurisdi('tion of the East India *Company as being 
the Alsatia of Calcutt.'l, where schemers, insolvent 
debtors, aml reckless spirits of all kinds, sought refugt\, 
when circumstances rel1dered it expedient for them to 
disappear from the metropolis. It WHS, in consequence, 
we are tol.d, a bustling, lively, gny, and dis..'lipated place 
enough. This condition of affairs at last became so 
onerous to both parties, and so subversive of good gov­
ernment, as to lead to negotiations, which, undertaken 
in mutual good faith, ended in 1845 in the cession by 
the Danes of Seramporc to England, for a pecuniary 
equivalent calculated at five-and-twenty years' net 
rrVCllue. 

Tranquebar, another Dalli&h settlement, distinguished 
for its neat (·leanliness and picturesque appearance from 
the sea, whence the white walls of the Dansborg Fort 
15till gladden the eyes of every ma.riner who hugs the 
Corolliandel ('oast, likewise passed by purchase ~ 
British hands about this time--thus severing another 
link which bound northern men together in u southern 
alime. 

Yet however much, from sentimental reasons, we 
may be loath to part with thcsc isolated foreign statjr 
in East India, eOIflpleting, as they do, the pictur~. 
little world perfect in all its parts, with revenues iIdir­
nal and l'xternal, foreign governments and native states, 
tit colonial system and a penal settlement of its own, 
there can be no question but that the gradual cJLtinction 
of their independence by purchase is sound policy, and 
would tend more to consolidate our hold oJt~adia than 
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might be at first imagined from the mere acquisition of 
an additional 1254 square miles of territory, with a 
population of 517,000 souls. 

Of these figures Fran~e claims 188 square miles, 
with 204,000 subjects only; and these her possessinm, 
from .their isolated and scattered character, llJ'e flO in­
convenient to the many practical details of our adminis­
tration as to render it most desirable that tlll' earliest 
moment 'Should be seized to purehase their fcc-simple. 
The remaining area and population induded in the 
statistics above quoted represent an clemLnt more diffi­
cult to deal with; for the Portuguese settl~m(,llts arc 
both more compact and more identified with the sur­
rounding native races, besides w)lich they rank first in 
priority of intercourse with Hindostan, and second obly 
to ourselves in influence on her history. 

A study of the r6le of Portugal in India takes tIll' 
student hack tv those discoveries which closed the 
middle ages. The improvements made in navigation, 
to wlnch it was primarily inde1>ted, received their fil'ht 

impetus from Henry, son of John, the first King of 
Portugal of that llame. Undor his aUi-pices sever~l 

fleets were fitted out for the purpose of exploring the 
-¥ricall coast and the adjacent seas. The firRt di&covery 
WftB hot important, but was yet sufficient to afford C11-

cotrfagement and stimulate pefbcveranec. It consisted 
01 the little island of Puerto Santo, so namC'Ll from the 
faet of its having been di:,('overed on the .Feast of All­
Saints A.D. 1418. Shortly after, the adventurers were 
rewarded by the discovery of Madeira: but for morC' 
than half a century the voyages of the Portugu~se were 
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continued in the same direction without IllC:'Jre important 
results than occasional additions to the small stock of 
geographical knowledge then f'xisting. Little progress 
seems to hove been made towards the attainment of 
their grand objcct-the discovery of It ncw route to 
India-until the latter end of the fifteenth ('cntury, 
when Bartholomew Diaz eclipsed the fame of all pre­
ceding navigators by his surCCSR in reaelling the south­
ernmost point of Afri(;a, and doubling the famous pro­
montory called by him the Capl' of Storms, hut more 
happily and permanently de8ignatcd by his so,"Creign 
the Cabo de Bona Esperall7..a. Emanuel, the successor 
of .Tohn 1., mherited the maritime ambition of his pre­
decessor. An cxpf'dition waH fitt('<1 out and intrusted 
to the care of Vasco de Guma. I t sailed from Lis­
hon in 1497, doubled the Cape in safety, and finally 
f('ached Calicut, thus achieving the triumph so long 
:lud anxiouf.ly sought. Landing under cover of his 
gum', nnd in full view of a large· and waving crow4t 
the Admiral was forthwith introduced to a native prince 
of Hindoo faith, whom Portuguese histurians denomi­
nate Ztimorin, but who among ourselves is more gene­
rally known as Samari. After a short stay, marked by 
rapid alternations of fricIHIship and hostility, Vasco de 
Gama returned to Portugal, whcrc he was received.,,~ 
well-carned honours. Some Portuguese, however., jad 
remained behind, with permission more or less speQific 
to engage ill commcrce. Disputes aroF;C ere long, and 
acts of violenc0 were committed on both sides; yet the 
power and influence of the Portuguese continued to 
increase, and the assistance afforded hy them to the 
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neighbouring King of CO((hin, in his quarrel with Za­
morin or Samari, W88 rewarded by permission to erect 
a fort for their protection within the territory of the 
former ruler. 

Thus was laid the corner-stone of a Portuguese 
colonial empire, which, with the sanction of a Papal 
bull, extended itself not only in India, but in Chin:}', 
.Japan, and the uncounted islands of the Paeific. :Fol­
lowing in this track of domination. the little town of 
Goa fell into the hands of Albuquerque in 1510, was 
stronglY' fortified by him, and bec.lme ere long the 
eaIlital of Portuguese Hindostan, the centre of com­
mercial intercourse, and the residence of an archbishop, 
the acknowledged Plimate of IAll India. Throughout 
the first three-fourths of the sixteenth eClltury Goa 
b"l'CW and flourished, gradually assuming the character 
she still retains, of a city of rhurches, in whose con­
struction the wealth of provinces seems to have been 
RCnded, amI which surpass in grandeur and in taste 
all previous and subsequent architectural efforts of 
Europeans in the EaRt. The chapel of the Viceroy's 
palace was built after thc modest pattern of St Peter's 
at Rome; the church of St Dominie is adorned with 
paintings by the most esteemed Italian artists of the 
qe r the .Jesuit church contains the costly tomb of the 
saillted Francis Xavier; and the cathedral is only to he 
classed with that of Antwerp for richness d dct.:vration 
comhined with 'purity of design. 

The temporary annexation of Portugal to the crown 
of Spain in 1580 gave a fatal and a lasting blow to her 
colonial supremacy, for the 'Dutch were not loath to 
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take advantage of the occasion thus affOBled of mon­
opolising Eastern trade; and Goa, wi~ 4er sister 
colonies, gradually fell froni. their liigh estate intQ. 
wretchedness and degradation. 

Goa lies, as all the geographical world is well aware, 
upon the couat of Malabar, midway }x>tween Baroda aud 
Cape Comorin. In the course of centuries she has 
assumed a character peculiar to bel'f\clf; for the Portu­
guese have mingled more extensively with the native 
population than any other ·Western people, and hav~ 
succ('(·de<l, by means of proselytism, in teaching their 
Eastern subjects 8,. regard for ·Western intercourse, 
which through two centuries both FI'cneh and English 
have failed equally to instil. They have besides en­
forced a moml ('ode that holds its own with some success 
amirlst the ancient faiths around, and practically cries 
shame upon our own past dforts. Indeed it woulU 
appear alone attributable to extraneous causes that 
Goa has a.t length, through no fault either of her o~ 
or her administrators, but by the sheer accident of ~cJ: 
position, sunk to a level of companSOll with Pondicherry 
or Yanaon. 

On the western coast of India, between latitudes cor­
responding to those hy whi('lt Orissa is embraced, lies a 
tra<'t of rugged country, formerly included in the.~ 
tories of the so-called puppet Raja of Sattarn. ,This 
country, known as the Concan, was little prized previous 
to the sixteenth century. It was bordered then, as it ifl 
now, by the Portuguese possesbions of Goa and Damaun; 
and, considering its fertility and happy site between til(' 
Western Ghauts and the Arabian Se..'t, it need not cxciu· 
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surprise that a nation so ambitio~ of nolonial posses­
sions, and gr/J8ping m i~ policy, as Portugal in the 
middle ages, should have aYhiled itself of the absence 
of other foreign powers and of natIVe combinations to 

fertilise this field for enterprise, and thus ~emcnt its 
northern and its southern settlement.<; by a strong com­
mercial link. This would he only the more natural 
when we remember the proselytising character of Portu­
guese emigration; for the pious Johns by wlwm it was 
conducted no doubt dreamed of grand results to Chris­
tianity from contart with the Poona I\·ishwa. In the 
I'xecution of this project many di,fficuItil'<; bad to hr 
surmounted, but one and all evcntual1y gave way to 
Portuguese energy and clarmg: th" contact with the 
Peishwa was attained, and a fort was huilt upon the 
little it:lland of Bombay, a c('ntral. and convenient pomt 
of occupation. But ere the full advantage of the situtI­
tion could be reaped, Portugal herself had lost her inde­
pendence; and when in 1540 she at length shook oft' 
the hated yoke of Spain, hei first ohjeet naturally was 
to regain hpr former European statuE., and to fOltify 
herself therein by trraty and alliance. So it wu..'1 that 
when Catherine of Braganza became the bride of Charles 
II. the island of Bombay was fixed on for her dowry. 
The marriage took place in 1661; and though the 
Portuguese inhabitants of Bomhay held out from recol­
lections of a formcl' pride, and long refused to rec()gnisc 
the transfer and to c('dc possession, the English East 
India Company eventun11y secured hy force the tl!ading 
privileges of the island, and executerl them under letters 
patent from the English Crown. 
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Thus was inserted the thin end of the wedge of 

foreign dominion, s('vering Goa fronl DrunR.un. TIll' 
city of Damaun lirs at the mouth of It riv('l' heuring the 
same n:1111C. It is tIle frontier town of the' (~Ollcan to 
tlit, north, aud au in:"iguifieant spot euough. It ('onta.ins 

nine <.;hristian ('hurchrs, and thl' Castle of 8t HierollY­

mUR, surrouutlt,u hy a ruined rampart \\ith tt'll hl."tioll>l 
and two gates. The surrounding country 0\\ lU; tlH' 
pC'('uliaritil'R commOll to l'oast districh, heillg ~uhjel't 

to prl'vailing breezes from tIll' SClI, aud not unfl'c(ltll'llt 
in undations. 

On the ·)the1' side of tllC CtllllLay Gulf, at t11(· 8011111-

cmmost point of Kattywar, dil'('dly opposite Dam:lun, 
and at a dbtaw'(' of 11 tl'lfit' lHOI'(' 11llln a hllwln,tl milt .. · ... 

r-tand.; the mH'iellt fort of Diu. Tlli:,. iH hut anot1t('l' 

ruined t'lllblcll1 of the pa~t amllJtion of Portugal in tlIP 
East, an amhitioll that has ('ruml)l('(l iuto (hy rdigious 

uU[-,t, and ended ill a very limited mi%ionllJ'Y infiuC11ge, 
and the earr) iug Oll of a bmail ('oa:,.t ('OlllJlWr(·('. l~~~ 

t llgal ha'>, 110\\ t'\ {,J, reaped the ridH'bt fruit"! from1he 
introdwtioll of Chrir-tiauity ill IlHha; <ll1(i it if.! worthy 
of remark that, \\ hill' in ('akutta or Madra"! the tentlof 
"native Chribtian" do('" llot cntitle tho:,(' who (·l.lim it 
to cOllHideration a..., :'lppciall y illtdl ig('llt or ('l'edib]p flH 

witncsRcs, throughout tIl(' ltllgth and hrpadth of tht> 
Bombay PreHideney it afford"! a >lo1't of paHHl'Ol't to its 
lx'arer, tl."! po'>:'l'flHul of bome rudimentary (l('(luailltlUl('(' 
with the meaning of the worch hOllCbty awl lahour. 
The. ha.lf...cast<: PortugucRP of (;0<\ mak!' t'X('ollt'llt donwA­

tic servants, I1wl, wlwn treah·d with humanity, h'('omc 
easily atta('hed to gooU, and too often to bad mastcJ'/o\. 

s 
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Of all classes whf'IHl(II the;~1\nglo-Indlan has to pick his 
menials, there is ('('rtainly none which, taken altogether, 
rank8 flO high. Hindoo castes form a barrier to the 
performance hy their hold-ers of much of a servant's 
work. The Mahomedan religion, less absolute in it~ 

reqUIrements, and perhaps a shade more tolerant of 
others, is still apt to be associatf'd with fanatical habit~, 
whieh render it a disturbing df'ment in the white man'~ 
house. No nation has intermarried to such extent with 
natives as the Portugues(', antI borne FIllCh ample incl'('as(' 
as to eonstitute a raN' apart 01' national famI y. TIlt' 
EIlgli~h have mdeed intermarried Rnd borne cluldren, 
but, not possessed of sufficient numbcrs to form a dis­
tinct claRs, they art', as it raee, 10'-t sight of, and exist 
now only as isolated human beings. To such nn extent 
is thiR the case, that throughout the leng-tIt and breadth 
of British India but one child has been fonnd of later 
years the colour of whos(' hair and eyes was so dubioU8 
as to justify a dOuht on the part of the distriet I\ssiRta.nt­
Sllpf'rintendent of PoliN" by whom she was unearthed 
Ul Central lndia, as to whether she could boast of white 
or blaek extl'netion. 

The history of this little ('lulll is generally supposed 
to be associated with die darker side of our common 
national history, when flight by"' night, alded by the 
faithful services of a natIve nurse, was the last escape 
for the hated child of the Feringllf't'. This (·hild. pos­
sessed of national characterl'ltics peculiar to the Anglo­
Saxon fH,l'e, was suddenly diRcovered, hid in the bosom 
of a mountain Indian homf'. For some months she was 
disl'useed by Anglo-Indian newspaperR 81-\ a ('uriosity of 
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nature. Her dark brown skin, it was argued, con­

trasted strangely with the light blue windows of her 
soul, while her golden locks seemed out of place on the 
head of a little maiden whose only tongue was It Hill 
Mahratta dialect. She was ultimately taken from her 
quasi parents, and passed through more than nne Com­
missioner's hands into the maternal ean' of the Bombay 
Government. Yet her history, lwre IOKt sight of, u'n.ls 
to prove, that throughout a populntioll of a liundrt,.l 
and eighty millions, embracing every shade of ('ulour. 
a child of qlwstionable Eu~lish origin is }H'xt thing 10 

unknowl1; while· it did not enter into the hrains ('it h.,}' 
of the ASi'listant District SuperilltclHirnt of Police, or 
any of the Commissioners through whose hands sIlt' 

passed, to ~rgnl' that tlip cir('ulllstaucc of her pp(·uliul'ity 

could be accounted for hy mixed blood. This fa('t, 
tak('n by the side of a GmUlt's(' hamlet, where some 
hundred little 1Il'('hiuH lie haking in tlIP sun, with skin 
nnd ('yes and hair (,f varied tints, unqupstioncd and 
nncared for, seems to afforll strong evidence in favour 
of the aptitude of southern I,lood to sLock It still more 
southern soil 

The suhject of the aptitude of ('ertain rUC('M to domi­
neer, assimilate themselves. or becomf' suhordinate to 
e,teh other, is however 011e, the tl'eatlll{'nt of whieh may 
be left to natural historians and s(·jcntific writers, aM 

quite beyond the limits of a practieul view of humulJ 
happiness, tested by the sum of anna~ and rupees at 
which the tax:l.tion of a country is assessed. We shall 
now, therefore, take leave of F()l'I'ign Settlements, and 
in the following and last chaptf·r our efforts shall he 
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h('nt to prove that, s~cn from a point of view where 
mere fanl:Y themes do not rncroaeh upon the space 
reserved fi)l' solid interests, India, u.8 ruled to-day by an 
Anglo-Indian Atimillistration, enjoys far greater mate­
rial [lflvantagt'fl, national identity, and politiral weight, 
t hnll the pOrlitive facts of her existence could admit of 
untiel' any other form of government than our own. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

N ATIVR INRTITUTIO), ". 

OF all the institutions by which national eharacter ii'\ 
moulded, r(·ligion probably eXPl'eiReS the deepest influ­

ence upon mankind. Now it lwppl'uH, that HO far hack 

as history can be traced ill Tndia, faithR opposed haw 

constantly. wagpd war for pammoullt (lomillioll. Some 

six centuries before the hirth of l'hriRt, tht' BuddhiRt 

worship raised its head, some Hny in (1ooell Brhar, di...,­
placing the uncouth religion of i hI' .fniu"I, whORe mig-in 

is ohscnre. The slow and coml'lieatNl gl'Owth of Hin­
dooism takes the irHluiring theologian hl('k to tim('r; of 

which the hiRtory is l'Cf'onletl in fahulou'l narratives of 
most questionahle vem(·ity; aud tl)(l flwltl('n illtl'IJdlH:­

tion of Mahomcdanism alO1H' Htall(li; out :IF; a landmark 

hy itself, in strikiug eoutraf,t to tlw gradual ucwlop­

ment of other Ill/lian cre('d . .,. Following ill the train of 

hloody eOUfluest, it {'ould Hot he witlll'ltoo<l; 1111<1 it }wd 
taken a considerahle hold upon tltp minch; of HindoH­
tanees by the commencement of tIIC' ('h've'nth (·(·ntury. 

These may be t('rJ1Wcl th~ thrce parcnt faithH of 
lndia) and from them at diifl'r(IJJt IWl'iodH 11 varit·ty 

of bI~hisma.tic churche:; have Immchell forth. such 
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as the Seik heresy first preached by Nanak, at an 
age contemporary with our own domestic Reforma­
tion. Mahomcdani:Sl1l, once powerful and eompact, 
lost in the lapAe of ages much of its ancient strength, 
hy r('ason of its own dissensions; and the t~mple of 
the Prophet became divided against itself by Shiah 
and Runni sects, who occupy positions of mutual an­
tagonism. Some idea of the confusion now prevailing 
may be gatherf'd from the fact, that the Hindoo Pan­
theon has grown and multiplied, until to-day it counts 
within its walls upward'l of three hundred and thirty­
three millioll deities, worshipped according to capricious 
custom in dlfferent mode&, by some hundred and forty­
four castes of human beings, pur&uinh' different tradf''', 
not permitted to intermarry, and quite incapable of 
Hocial or political ('omhinatiou. 

A population so rent by ihffel'ent heliefs, the votarif's 
of each bred to the> usc of arms and habituated to the 
thought of propagating their own particular ritual at 
t he point of the sword, their only les&on of toleration 
lwing denved from the ullchristian eouduct of Christian 
creeds toward'! on(' anothel, offered an Hrena for in­
YW5ion too tempting to he withstood by the lax moral­
lty of tranA-Indus trilH's when led by men like Sultan 
Mahmoud of GhuzlH'e, or Nadir Shah. The country 
thus peophl, and tIlU;,! invaded, was further parcelled 
out among a host of rulerfl, often chosen by the accident 
of adoption; and in the absence of natural boundaries, 
at times a juuglt" and at times a forest, did duty as a 
frontier, proving a l'efugp for the criminal and destitute 
,llikl', and breeding abundant evil in the laud. 
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Yet one more condition remains to be recorded to 

complete the chaotic character of the picture now 

before us. This is the additional fl1Ct, that the forty 

distinct races inhabiting Hiudostan wOl'8hipped their 

almost countleal> gods in fifty-eight distinct living lan­
guages, of which some tweuty-eight posse::;.-;ed a litera­
ture and historical traditious of tlw1r own. Race. 

language, and religioll thus t'omhilll'd to disintegrate 

thE' East Indian people, and paVt' the way to their ac­
ceptullee of a foreign yokt'. TIlt' infhetion of this yoke. 
with it., conditions l1wll't'sults, has bel'll well epitomhwd 
by th(' late Mr .1. R. :hI 'Cullot'h, whose woru!'; upon 

the suhjrct are 80 ChUl'3ctCl'lHtiea1Jy broad and Aouud Pi! 

to merit thl'11' q uotution at some Ipllgth :-
.. The g~l'at hOlly of tllt' 1 mIlan pt'0l'!r had, for six 

centuries before the eommrllcellll'llt of our government, 

berll under Hit' domiuioll of foreigllers more cnergeti(' 
than themselves, and a gooa Ih·:d more eivilis(ltl Upon 

It fair retrospect of whnt they have 10l{t and gained hy 
the Mahometlan tlomiuion, tht'J must upon the whole 
ue considered us haYing hecn ('ollsi<lerll hlc g-aiucrs; the 
conquerors being Asiati('s, and approa,('hillg to them­

selves in manners, lallguag<" alJ(l cOUl}Jh'xioll, Lec,ame t<) 

",orne extent a.%lmilated to tIl(' suhj(·ct raccs; whil<' 
even in mattrrB of rdigioll, where tIle ditii.·l'eIlCC WRH 

widest, 3. considerable share of tol('ration was <'I'\tab­
li~hed, and Hindoo COIl verts to MalJOlllcd:miRm became 
in time admissible tu thr highest offices of State. l'hiH 

condition of things was supascdcd by the British rule. 
The British Govclllment, as establiMhecl in India, may 
be consirlcred an enlightened dcspotism, a good deal 



2RO NATIVE INSTITUTIONS. 

('ontrolled by the public opimon uf Englishmen on the 
spot, and to a leHs extent by Parliament at home, and 
1'0l;sl'Rsed of somB advantages, Qut also many disadvan­
tages, WI)(,l1 ('om pared with the Mahomedan Govern­
ment lly it ;o{uperseded." 

Mr l\1'Culloch next proceeds to divide our reign in 
India into three lwriods: tIll' first tcnninated by Pitt's 
India BIll, hy which the Board of Control was estah­
liHlwd, in ] 784 ; the second from tuat date u11til the 
practical reorganisution of our Illdian institutions in 
1 H 14 ; the third extending to the l,rel;(11t day, or at 
h'ast the time at whid~ he wrote. 

The first, we are told, was a period of pretty general 
lLllardlY; the government was carried on up un the 
MahoIllI·tlau system, the taxes were levie>tl with more 
than l\1ahometlan rapueity, aml the Mahomedan law 
was admilli"tered with less than l\1ahomeclan intel­
ligence. Eyerythillg depcndeJ at that time on the 
moral a.nd iutdle('tual charadeI' of a few fUlietionarit:s, 
while th(' indw,try of' the country was suhject to It 

('omml'l'cilll mOllollolv eXI·l'cibl·d by the O'()\'crllment 
.' 0 

itsf'lf, for the Hole purpoHe of ohtaining pORsession of 
the produce of the l'ountry at ll.'~:-' than thl' original 
('ost price, in order to n'-sl'll it for more than it was 
really worth; and Mr M'Culloch rightly judges that 
this period eould h[1.1'(11y have beell productive of bene­
fil'ial results to tIlt' native inha.bitants so ruled. 

The sp('onll period was mark('d hy the establishmput, 
throughout the greater part of Indian territory, of the 
IHlld-tax, thl' haHiH of our reyenucs, and the heaviest 
Durden ever bOl'lle by the Indian people. On the other 
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hand, regular courts of justice were instituted, and the 
Mahomedan system was so f'Ir modified that judicial 
and fiscal administration became distinct, after the 
fashion of European nations, The commercial mono­
poly continued, but was exercised with less extortion. 
During this period, Parliament did not illterfrl'r in the 
affairs of India, where everything \vru-; pl'l:;sumed to he 
going on pro:5perously, Meantime, if wars douhled tIll' 
extent of our tClTitory, they also mon' than douhled 
the amount of our territorial debt; and so far from 
reapiug any clired advantage from its ut'w uequisitioJlA, 
Parliament "ms eompelled to exonerate the East ItHlia 
Company from 11 long arrear of trilmtp ",hieh it WaR 

wholly unable' to di:5chal'gf', The advantages confcl1'ed 
upon the p<'<!ple of In(1ia during thc period now mcu­
tionpd, may he resolved illto sonl(' ameliorations in the 
administrat ion of j~'i,ti('(', and freedom from all foreign 
aggressioll save our OW1I, minus tll(' additional Innihl'n 
of the oppressive land-tax, ElIgl:tlld for lwrAelf clt'­
rived no advautag" whatc'v('1'. lIt'r ('OJl1ll1Cl'('(' remain('d 

Rtationary, and wus of tritiing Y(llu('; \Ye paid a mono­
poly 1'rj('e for ('very Indian t'ommodity we ('OllHUlJ~cd, 
and were ultimately ('olllpclled to fon'go the tribute 
mtllley we had bargained foJ' ill ('xdwug(" 

The third pt'riod liaR, how('ycl', h(,pu on<' of vast im­
provement, Tl,e influx of Europeans iuto India at the 
close of the Nu},oleonic war.." W<li-! Il('complluil'd and 
followed 1,), a Rtill greatpr illfiux of BritiHli capital. 
A puhlif' opinion next sprang 'jP at tIlt' principal BcatH 

of commerce, not <Illite inadt'(luate to ('ope with thc 
despotism of a practi':ally absolute go\·crnment. l1lis 
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public opmIOn found expressIOn ill a prilIss formerly 
subject to a rigorous censol'flhip .... Nativl~ucatian 
assumed a p;actical Gha"e".;~ tlNse wltl had previ­
ously considered all edueatmn to"'be comprised in the 
<;tudy of Persian or of Sanskrit, now betook themselves 
with ardenr to the etudy of our language and 11:8 

literature. 
It must not be forgotten that the preceding para­

graIlhs are little more than extracts from opinions, 
formed and written some years before the Company wa.<; 
succeeded by the Crown; and a writer of to-day might 
prpfer that tIle history of the intercourse of England 
with East India should, at some future day, hE' written 
down in two broad columns side by sidf', the line of 
divjsion being very clearly tra("ed hy the terms of that 
Royal Proclamation whereby the Quepn Cl<;sumed the 
government for l)etter purpose's than those for which 
the country had been farmed hy a sordId hoard of East 
J ndia directors. 

ThE' remark above quoted with reference to the mf'as­
ure of intelligence displayed in the admini:,;tration of 
Mahomedan Ia"" Ily Mahomedan aIHl ChrIstian COll­

querors, tendwg as it docs to the disparagement of 
British rule, should not he permltted to go before the 
world without a practical set-off favourahle to our OWll 

repute; and happily one is ready to our hand, suffi­
ciently conclusive to dispel the cloudy VIeWS of thostJ 
who yield the preference to the Persian yoke. With 
ail the rnerits, real and supposed, that, according to 
M'Cuiloch, tended to render the rule of Nadir Shah 
acceptable to the native population, it bore too much 
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resemblance to traditions of the scourges inflicted by the 
heavy ha.u.d'i of Tamerlane and GenghiB Kh~, to pass 
muster as a pattern Qf g<d1.gov~rnment. It is recorded 
that 80 late as 1738; upwards of a hundred and fifty 
thousand persons perished by the 91'de1'8 of Nadir in a 
general massacre at Delhi; sub8llfqtJe~ to which little 
episode in the life of an Eastern kmg, he carried off 
gold and precious stones to thc value, it is computed, 
of a hundred and twenty-five millionR Rtcrling. The 
t,rreater part of this enormous sum was actually deport­
ed from the country; uud, so far as India is concerned, 
the reign of Nadir Shah, fflr frum raising tIl(> tone uud 
tempC'r of the people, deeunated the native populatIon, 
and redu('C'd the eouutry to a condition of hankruph'y 
and bondage, whence it is but Just bcbriuuing to 
emerge. 

Under thc Company a widely dIffl..'rent statc of thingR 
pl'pvailed. For a ccntury itR servants rl'aped rich har­
ve'lt from tlU' rnms of a (Tumbling Empire. During 
this period many families and indl\ lduals a('qmred con­
!o.lderable wealth, salaries and retin'llJCntA bemg calcu~ 
lated on a singularly lavish scalc. Yet the'3e were per­
sonal abusei'!, and not IMtlOllal cOlluivanre in the plun­
der of a pcoplc. Indian guld often found itg way to 
England in the pockets of her adventurous sons, at 
hmes no dOll ht through channels not strif'tly constitu­
tional; but these Bums, though sufficient to sap the 
hroad foundations of the revenues of the (~ompany, and 
reduce it, as we have scen, to inuhility to pay a paltry 
annual tnbute to the mother country of half a million 
sterling, were SlUall eompared with the ('xtortionate 
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rulings of the past. During this period, and under this 
system of personal accumluation as opposed to imperial 
plundrr, India acquired, thankf\ to the infm'lion of our 
trading energy, improved communications, additional 
security for life and property, and a greater measure of 
national consistency than she had known before. The 
not very unnatural consequence was a passing thirst for 
independence. This was much enhanced hy vague reli­
gious terrors, and the spectaele was fol' the Utst time 
seen in India of tllE' ('ountry ribing almost like OIl(' man. 
Those who rose, however, had exaggerate-a their re'lil',t­
ing power, and relied too mud) upon tllf'ir rCC'31) tly 
cemPllted boncl" of national ('olll''lion. The fruit of thib 
erroneous ealculation wa'! the S( poy War, which ultI­
mately hrought ahout the exiRtillg happy <;tate of 
things, and landed UR, with praj'e auel plcnty, in :t 

period distingui'3hed hy a feature new in Indian his­
tory-that of gold returuing to the ham1F; of natiw 
populations, 1n the shape of a hundred nuIllon Englibh 
sovereign'l, spont on works of gPl1eral utllity, and the 
opening up to native industry of ro~\(1s to wealth and 
power, in the pruduction of tbe raw btaple<, 1'\0 eR'3t'ntial 
to our national existence. 

Thus it would nlmo8t appear that India has at lent,rth 
attained the turning-point and crisis of her 11estillY. 
For the first time in her annulR, the importUlwt' of what 
is known a'l Sovereign Independenr(, has d,,,indlpd Into 
small dimeu"Iions lly the side of the material hem-fit., 
accruing from our rule. The golden tide has turned, 
and now rolls baek towartls the Eu.."t in se,ll'ch of profit­
able iuvestments on good 8eeurity; and :-~ I long as such 
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are found for British bullion, the native mind will not 
easily revert to fevered dreams of restoring the dominion 
of the Gr('ut Mogul. 

If, however, the greMer influences all mankind. in 
Tnllia have only acted negatively ill our favour, in that 
political, social, and religious discord, paving the way 
to the Persian conquest, hrought ahout the ddiverlU1C(' 
of Himlostall from a foreign yoke by incorporation ,,"'ith 
our dominions, at allY rate tllP leRser intiuellees hy which 
a people it> dc\'elopcd have been more positive in their 
operation on our behalf. Among thet;e rank the national 
eonditions of prosperity that ale included in the growth 
tlf education, art. i'\(·ieIJCl·, lih'ratul'(', and police both 
moral awl muui('ipal. Now, in ('[teh of tllt'a(' hranches 
of Anglo-Indian c·ivilisation a very nearly equal part 
i~ played by natiV('s and ours(·]ws. The ohserving 
traveller in India Inay learn, for iustancf', on illfjuiry, 
that the ullfiniflhed lmildiug with It hro[ttl verandah and 
l'lIpacious hal]:,;, on whidl tIl(' maHOllS are actively cn­
gaged that it mny hf' tenantable lJY the eHsuing rains, 
wab designed for this or that scllOl,wtif' purpose by the 
Inullific('nt I~ampor(' Nawab or Puttealla.Raja. At the 
Heat of GOyernnwllt itst·lf the same movement is dis­
cernible. The Calcutta Maorissa, under the active 
supervision of Captain N absau Lees, has turned out 
latterly each year a good percentage of well-trained 
Anglo-Persiatl scholars, most of wbom emhrace the 
service of the Crown or the profession of the law. Art 
and science we find fully l'('prc<;cntl'd, in the definition, 
by Sir William Jones, of the hounds set to tbe investi­
gations of the Miatic Society of Bengal, Baid by llim; to 
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he "the geographieal limits of Asia Magna," and within 
these limits, we are told by him, that its inquiries are 
extended to whatever is performed by man or produced 
by nature. The council and committees of thi~ society 
are composed of Europeans and natives of both prevail­
ing creeds, according to the specialty of the subject 
under treatment; and among the Hindoo gentlemen 
who have actively participated in furthering its inte­
rests and utility, the name of Rajelldralal Mittra should 
not be omitted. 

The formation of societies of lllen for purposes of 
deliberation and self-government is a habit tlit'J Iml'> 

taken dAep root in the Bengali mind. Several such soci­
eties exist in the township of Calcutta; hut two arr,ong 
t)1eir number are of a eharactel so marked, and have 
'heen productive of fluch good results, a~ to merit the 
careful study of all who desire to make themselves 
aequainted with the working of the native brain. The 
first to whi!'h reference is here made is the Bethune 
Society, established in 1857, in ord('r to promote alUong 
the educat<t'd natives of Bengal a taste for litrrary and 
scientific pursuits, and to encourage a freer intellectual 
intercourse than can be accomplished by other means 
in the existing state of native society. The second, 
to which we would direct the most attention, bears the 
name of the" British Indian Association," The object 
it keeps steadily in view is the improve~t and offici­
ency of the British Indian Government, which it secks 
to further by memorial ising the Imperial Parliament 
and the local powers for the removal of existing, or 
prevention of proposed, inj urious measur('s. and for the 
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introduction of such measures as may tend to promote 
the interests of all. This society has had for many 
years the great advantage of possessing the counsels 
and support of the Rajas Radhakanth Deb and Kali­
krishna, both recognised leaders of the orthodox Hindoos 
of Bengal Proper. This position is ht'reditary to them; 
and that Hindoo blood and br('eding have for very many 
generations lent a willing hand to eHst fitting represen­
tatives of their faith and itR nobility, no one can doubt 
who has conversed with these patterns of' austere 
simplicity. Robed m Rpotless drapery of whitr, tht,y 
take their pla('(' at the (;overnor,-Uent'ral',s Durbar-, 
amidst respC'('tful silence. Dryoid of aU external orna­
ment, save perllapR Romp solitary ancestral stone of 
purest radiance, their druidical al1pparan('c c(,ntra.'1ts 
mORt strangely WIth that of tlw jewelled chi<'fs by 
whom they art.' Rurr0ulHl€,d. 

Before taking leavr of these associations, it behoves 
us to record two Em opeHn nameR that wil110ng bC' held 
in reverCllee by n 11 ciat,ses of the mixed community of 
(1nleutta. The £ir&t of thesc, in nlllk ccdeAiastical, iA 
the venerable Arrhdeu('on Pratt, whOAI' dl'pth of Jp",'l.rn­

mg in every branch of Aciencc and theology is equaUy 
appreeiate(l by those who follow in the footfilteps of the 
latl' Bishop Wilson, and tho'lc who make the (lifferential 
calculus their study. The application of his rf'3AOn­
ing POWf'1'8 to the solution of matprial problems outside 
the limits of his OW11 cathedral chur('h inspired hls 
Aryan brethrcn with feeling;; of rcspect, and often led 
them to seek the benefit of his opinion on the issues of 
their daily live's. It is not, indeed, too much to say, 
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that in the religlOus f'ulll'iliation of antagonistie prin~ 
eiples he, as An·hdeae()1) of Calcutta, has rendered 118 

good clerical servi('c by abHta.ining from aeef'pting too 
prominent a place in propaganda as any memher of 
the Anglo-Illdian Church has clone by an ascptic faith; 
whieh, after all, in outward show is a,.'l naught-'mptu'ed 
with the austerities of fanatical Fakirs in Oude and 
Hajpootana. 

The secoml occlesiar;tic to whom we here refer iR 
Dr Alexander Duff, a Scotchman of the hest Scoteh 
type', in whom missionary zeal waR ouly cmhed and 
held within the bounds of wi:-.c restraint hy tIl!' work­
ing of an iron will. The good that he has dOlle in 
India cannot be overebtimated. He did not bliun his 
countrymen and bury his wan checks in the remoteHt 
corners of the earth in searth of martyrdom and 
visionary r<,sults-the ('onduct of his life in IwEa wa'! 
far different. By active participation in native cares 
within the foul Mahratta ditch, he gathered round him 
in the course of y<'arr- (Oro\'. <1" of stanch beli('vers. i. He 
wisely dloso for the fidd of hi" operations that part of 
Inuia where Europ(·an l'Olltact was most familiar to the 
minds of mpn, and where many uf the Ul'Cpobt preju­
uices of tie Eastern lH'art had hCf'n erased hy the 
gentle action of ~tpral causeR on fivc succeeding 
generations. On such ground he might not unreason­
ably hORQ that his energy woul<1 create large and 
wealthy institutions, based on the sound proselytising 
principles of diffusing eomtort. to the poor and needy, 
providing hospital accommodation for the afflicted, and 
offering tho rudiments of education to one and all 
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withOlrt distinction. This plan of action Dr Duff ~ 
ferred to despising the advantages of his position 

working in the dark, where the light of his own inte " 

gcnce would be obscured by the sUlTOunding ignorance'i 
and where, though by sheer personal llScend£'ncy he 
might turn some few souls from the worship of enrvcd 
images, there could be little doubt but that the results 
obtained would gradually expire UII()}l his own removal 
from the theatre of life. At Hny rat(' the ('ourae pur­
sued by Dr Duff has heen crowned hy the most (>ntirt, 
success. He lived and labouretllong enough in Iudia. to 
found a Christian t:ongr('gatioll worthy of the nam,,', ,\.~ 

well as many phil:mtl1ropic institutions on self-support­
ing bases of a gradual dcVeloplUl'llt. likdy to n'tain 
their influ(,l1cc for good so long a,'l th(' natiV<' popula­
tion in Calcutta shall stand in IH'ld of corporal or 
Rpiritunl aid. 

Of what we have ventured upon u·rming the It'sser 
influenJs on mankind, \\'(' shall ouly touch upon OUt' 

more-Poli('(,. Thi~ hrings us to the thrc8hold of a 

questwn of wcut import. at a time "hen tll(' whc('} of 
public thought once more revoh es upon thc nxis of 
military reduction, both in mcn and moncy. It has 
rceently been argued with mu('h vigour, that th{· Euro­
pean force in India shoul<l deercruw, in just proportion 
with the increase of improved media of communication; 
that climatic influences are so various, and locomotion is 

now so easy, that one-thirCl the j,/ftual l1umh('r of white 
rogim('nts might practically ('..om},line hill stations with 
the necfssity for omnipresence. 'rrhe only argument 
alleged per contra is the l~' proportion of natives 

T 
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still in arms for purposes of municipal police sad • 
maintenan~ of village law. These, to • num.bel- Df 
three hundred thousand, still carry weapona of ~ meQJl 
defence, are daily drilled, and, being ~,by 
Europeans, resemble to no small degree the Sepoy of 
our recollection. Yet some items in their actual con­
dition have been overlooked, whereby their power for 
harm is restricted within the narrowest limits com­
patible with efficiency against Pindaree robbers or the 
more organised Dacoits of the plains. 

First, the Indian police, large as it is numerically, 
is three-fourths composed of men whose loyalty was 
proved in 1857; and of their officers about the same 
proportion were witnesses of the events for which that 
year is memorable, and are thus no novices to the pre­
monitory symptolNf!' of extended disaffection. 

Secondly, the police furce is more local in its char­
acter, and has less of class or caste cohesion, than 
characterised the Sepoy hosts. It!! employment is not 
directly connected with political affairs, SUf h W3 the 
dll1stiscml>nt of some refractory Raja, or the occupation 
of a tCITitory recently annexed, but is almost invariably 
confined to measures for protecting life and property, 
in which the natives, as the basis of the population, 
themselves have most at stake. 

Thirdly, with very few exceptions, these police are 
quite domestic ill their habits, are bou'hd together by 
no common tie except .the ll!0spect of promotion, and, 
instead of herding in hodies of ten or twenty regiment~, 
reduced 1y the influence of inaction t.o seek excitement 
in sedition, they are distri>uted in companies and 



patrols throughout the length and breadth of Ibdia, 
and very generally ignore their own n1ftnwaJ im­
portance. 

When this force was constituted on what may be 
termed the local basis, with a view to the ahsorption of 
many loyal native cOlTs, after the reduction of the 
Sepoy army, Lord Canmng planned the nomination of 
a superior officer to be call1'd IIlI'Ipector - General of 
Police in India. To this appointment Sir Charles 
Wood u('murred, partially Oll constitutional grounds, 
and partially 3'1 tending ullwisely to centralisp the 
infant system; and thus it happenfd that an offic~r 

was lost to thi~ dcpartment to whose directing Hkill iff! 
growth and most of the rC''1ult''! ohtainC'd w{'re mainly 
uue. This officer was Lieutenant - Colonf'l Rrucf, 
who'le singular good fortune' It waR to be appreciated 
by three Sllccc'1sivc Governor-Generals of India. On(' 
of Co1011('} Hrure'A gre'atf'st merits wa"! hi'l willingness 
at all timp'1 to cnpe with tIH' most ol'pospd and (lifficult 
of sItuation'1 It was llHhfferent to him whether th(l 
service of the QlH'en requiH d that he Rhoulcl be at­
tached to the intdligenc(> dppartment of a flying column 
about to penetmt(' mto the' ohs('urity of Central IndIa, 
or that he shou1(1 bC' seI('t't.,d to rC'port on 80nlf' abstruse 
financial or commerCIal problem. HC' WaR so consti­
tuted by naturc that hi'! powers seemed alway'i best 
adapted for whatever lahour was eommittBd to him. 
Subsequent to the J ndian mutiny tht' doctrine of ruling 
India by a military poli('e had found -favour and ef­
couragement, almost irrcspective of the cost to be in­
curred. Those who thcn advised Lord Canning turned 
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over in their mindA the pages of their past experience 
in men, and finally re{'ommended Colonel Bruee as 
perhaps the readiest officer at theIr command. At first 
his duty was confined to tIl(' collection of materials for 
the building of this structure, and later, these receiving 
high approval, he was ordered to elaborate the rudi­
ments of a service by itself, that should combine the 
force of military law with civil obligations. The ann 
of power thus sketched out for holding India bore 
upon the face of its previsions mueh promise of success, 
and the experienc(' of Rom(' years Ita'l provcd that thc 
expectations of its authors wcre not unrc[tsonahly 
sangume. Colond Bruce, howew'l', hau to meet 'tnd 
ov('rcome mu( h lo('al jealous). Up to that time poltee 
had existpd in a form suhoruinate to L1Putenant-Gov­
eITlOrR and Chil,f (iommiSHlOl1('l 'I; now jt "m; to br a1) 
imperial foree, at the immediat(' control of the Govern­
ment of India. The prol-,'Tamme tllPrefore drawn up 
hy Oolond Rruel' made ellemi(ls of almoRt ('very suh­
ordinate adminiRtration. Mlhtary privil(,~l'fl were to 
he enJoycd, without rendl'ring thosp who profited hy 
tht>m sul'Jcet to divi"lOnal or hriga(le ('omm:md; and 
while jlJ Brngnl HlHl tIl(' NOl'th-Wel>t two nwmbers of 
tlH.' Civil 8ervi('e, Mr C. F. Carnae and Mr Court, were 
appointed to the office of InspC'etors-GClwral of Poli('e, 
and thus rclirved from all subordination to their seniors 
the LIeutenant - Govl'rnors, in Uucle and the Punjab 
two military o:ffiecrR, Captain Aitken and Major Hut­
ehinson, escaped, through tllCir selection for the ll€f­

formanc;e of similar funetions, from the control of th(' 
Commander-in-(1hief. 
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At the crisis whpn these impartial S<'hE'mes of Colonel 
Bruce were given to the world, and angry men of all 
classes and opinions were clamouring for his removal, 
the call for general economy had 8ucCt>eded to tht> Pll88-

ing cry for national defence, In a. letter therefore 

from the Government of India, Colonel Bruce was sum­

marily told that his efforts should in future he direcu·d 
to the reduction of previously approved-of estimau·l'I. 

To this thankless task of pulling elO\\ n the work of his 

own creation, and pruning the Lranl'lH'8 of tltt' tret' that 

he himself had planted, he procectl(·d with his usual 

sllccPsRful zeal; tlw hudgets for police again aAsumed 
proport1ons within the posf;ihility of payment, and 
rolO1wl Bruce WaR to]11 in ]alHlatory phras(,R that his 

\~'ol'k was <1011e. II l' rl'vt'rt(·tl t lH'n to other things, 

and his name aplwllrs for tIl(' last time in til(' hi!;t.ory 

of India, Ufol OI'('Ul'yillg tlw post of },oliti('al officer HP­
pointed to accompnny to Hhotan tl1(' army dl'stiut'd to 
t'I"aR(, tl1<' 1-Itain on Ollr efwutt:iwon eltuRl'd hy th(' fiasco 
of !vir Ashky Etlcll. To t hiR Rcrvice 111' dp\'oted the 

remains of It frame aTHI conRtitutioli once remarkahl(' 

for vigour, and there he ('outrac-t('d tIl(' Tl'rai f('vt'r, 
ulldt'l' which he Rank on hiR homeward jOUr11(,y, undt'r 

tnhn in the hop(' to rcc'ruit !tiR heHlth hl'l1('nth tlle 
shady oaks and cloudy skies of England, whil'h none 
but thORP who have f('It tIl(' lmrthcn of an Indian sun 
can vahw at tlwir own high pricf'. 

Another indication of the Rl'irit. of the times and their 
requirements may be gdthl'l'('(} from the gradual d('eaJ 
of a department, the dutieR uf which onee emhra.<',('d th~ 
supervision of every village inn and mountain-path 



294 NATIVE INSTITUTIO.NS. 

from Poona to Lucknow. The elaes of crime for the 
suppression of which this department was intended is 
known as Thuggee; and Dacoitne, or highway robbery, 
was shortly after added to it. According to the legend, 
Thuggee had its origin as follows :-" Kali encountered 
a monstrous giant, every drop of whose blood as it fell 
became a destructive demon. The blood of each demon 
thus produced possessed the same property, and an 
enormous brood was generated, threatening the world 
with destruction. The evil would have been without 
remedy-for the more they were Blain the more they 
multiplied-had not Kali fallen upon the notftblf' 
device of ('reating two men, antI giving them Jland­
kerchiefs or waiHtbands with which thl'y were ::t11e to 
strangle the demons. As by thiH process not a drop of 
blood was sl1l'd, the race of demons, which could only 
be propagated by hlood, was extinguished. The inHtru­
ments of strangulation hecame the property of the iliell 
who had used them so succcHsfully; and to make this 
gift of value, tll(' goddesH authorised thcm ahd their 
descendants to make strangulation their trade." In 
accoI'llauee with. this f.ltrange leW'mi, " the ThugR lX'came 
hereditary mUf(lercrs, and srrt'ltd throughout Central 
India and into pnrt of the Deccan. Though formed 
into fraternities by initiatory rites, Lind able to recog­
nise each other by the use of particular signs, they lived 
as the ordinary inhabitants of the country, following the 
peaceful occupations of agriculture or trade." The 
reports of the officers charged with the prosecution of 
a crusade against this crime, that rendered travel in 
time of peace and plenty a matter of eVI'Il greater risk 
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than when war was raging, and trade and merchandise 
moved from place to place under martial escort and 
protection, long teemed with interest to the gcner:.u 
reader in search of entertainment or instruction; and 
the insight they afforded into native character, proved 
hardly of less value than the actual serviceg they 
recorded. Foremost among the most interesting and 
valuable of these reports rank those of Colonel SIt'e­
man, under whose administration some of the earliest 
and busiest years of this department were passfld. 
Throughout the native states of Central India, and 
specially in tIle Nizam's dominions, this crime was most 
at llOme; and though it is ow, of rare commissiou lIOW, 

yet in many parts of India remote from tht' intercourse 
of white men, travellers are still wary of accepting prof­
fered fl'llowship on a journey, much preferring tll(' fear 
of solitary hunger, thirst, tIl(' wild heost at night, and 
maylw open pillage, to the dread of \)eing tlccoyet\ antI 
strangled hy a fancied ooon-<'ompauioll. Of llltA> years 
Colonel Hyrvpy has filled the office of Gcnpral Hup('l'ill­
tcndent of Thuggee and D.l-coitpc; ttlH.l even if it htl trlw 
that hc inherited a morihund ma<:hint: w1l01:l(, Hpceial 
labours, it might he thought, 111111 heen suftici('JJtly l,er­
formed to admit of their being handed over to the vari­
ous local services a.nd administmticllls, yet it if! but 
naked ju~tice to a never-tirillg public s{'rvant to record, 
that it was under his directions that a final blow was 

dealt at the })ereoitary existence of a sect of profes­
sional mcn, by whom thc faet of taking life withoqt 
the shed of blood was dCl!med a cnrdinal tenet If 
religion. 
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Thus, under the conditions of whieh the barren out­
lines only have been roughly sketehed within the pre­
vious chapters, Anglo-Indian administration certainly 
possesses in its(·lf numerous elements essentieJ to the 
life of what are sometimes termed "permancnt institu­
tions." The" powers that be, however, should not too 
far indulge themselves in this gmtifying reflection; for 
it is not the lcss true, that many little Imrface clouds 
still interpose hc·tween the native races and their own 
contentment. One prominent cause of dissatisfaction 
l'xistfl pen·hanec in the grpu,ter taste ano. aptitude for 
l'lplitting hairs that past pref>tige, llnd the fuct of fram­
ing thf'ir own law:,; and penal ('ot1c, have gellerat,ed 
among covenantpd f'ivilians, as compared with the 
handy, fn'e-and-easy jUf>tice dealt out 1)), military or 
native agents engaged in the comluct of affairs. Pro­
hably it is to this fad that the preference exhibited by 
natives for non-regulation government may ill some 
drgrec be traced; for though this invention of Lord 
Dalhousie pltH'eH at the control of one individual a 
wider neld, butll for good goverument alld for abuse, 
than could exist ullder the more tortuous formalities 
and eonditions of (livided respoJllCliLility maintained in 
the system of Beugal and the' N ort h-\V est Provinces, 
yt't, not unlike ourselvps, natives often prefer a speedy 
and practically irrevocable decision at the hands of a 
local judge, to the pl'w;pective satisfaction to be derived 
from the tardy revision of a sentence by remote ma­
chinery with whose working they are but impclfectly 
acquainted. In the f'mpport of thest' assertions some 
extracts from the correspondence of native ex-legisla-



NATIYE INSTITUTIONS. 297 

tivc members of both prevailing creeds, and of couneils 
both local and supreme, may not 1)(> here ('ollRidered out 

of place; and these, if analysed, will appear to lead to 
the conclusion that our native h'gislators do not think 

so highly a.'l we do ourselves, of the progrt'ss we have 

made in conciliating tlw Easu'rn races conOOed to our 
rul(' and go, ernance. 

One of these It'gislators writes from India uuder datp 
of December 21, 180.3, ill a tOll(' in ",hieh it is not diffi­
cult to tnwc 11 vein of hitter diMlppointment. " TIl(' 
pn'sent general f'Olltlition of nffail'H," Ill' wfltes, "eom-
1,illl'd with my thirty years' exertions, indu('c ml' to 

prefer de, otiou to the <\lmighty in f!l'('lusion to any­
thing <:lSI'. Htill it affords nl(' pkmlUrI} to give now 

tIIlt. geIlt'ral abstraf't of my 0\\ n opinion ahout the ad­

miniHtr,lhon of India. The affl'dion of the subject, and 

atteution to tIl<' prl'judlf'eH of thr peoph" )'('garding 
which the Queen of Englaml Apnkl' in her graf'ious 
Proclamatioll, t hI' pre"<'l'\':ltioll of ('u'itom, appointment 
of I'>ek('tetl awl exp<'l'lenel'!l offipel's, fi:\t'd laws au(1 r('gu­

lationH, are el-lsentwl to the \\ elllwillg of a j>1'ople. Jt 
must al-;o be bome in minll that the' sysLLm of cou­
f>tantly impo'iillg or aholi-;hing diRt'rent taxes, in ordpr to 
maintaIn f('C'eil'ts and di"LurA('m('Jlts within a ('oudition 
of equilibrium, is not generally accl'ptable in IlHlia. It 
1" a em.tom in almost all our native govenmwutH to 

leave sufficient lJ3lauce from the iu('om(' of one yeor to 
supply any probahl(} ('x('('SS of expenditure in the next; 
and some suell s('IH'me is n('t~ebsary to insure the hltp­

pin('ss of th<., Ea...,t('rn 8ul~ectli of the English Urown. 
These unhappy suhj('ctl; are at a long distan('{' from the 
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throne, and are of Il different disposition, possess differ­
ent prejudices, different habit.R and customs, and live 
within the influence of a different climate. The true 
principle of all good government consists in the affec­
tion of the suhject and the preservation of ~I'()od faith. 
Since the mutiny of 1857 many appear to think that 
it is difficult to gain the affection of the subject; but 
I do not agree with them, because the subjc('t here is 
poorer than anywhere else. Their poorness and affec­
tion is self-evident from the fact that so vast a continent 
as India has come so spcedily and easi1y benl'ath the 
rule of the British Gvvernment. You say that the at 
tpntion of the great ~tatesmen in England is d~rect­

cd towards thc real ~mprovemcnt of India; but you 
should bear in mind that it iR hut little use to repair 
the uppl'r "torey of a wilding the foundation of whid~ 
has been damaged. After the mutiny, when I ani 
my friends sufi'erpd many (hfficulties whieh will never 
be forgotten. Lord Cauniug had the opportunity to 
bring the whole of British India under nun-regulatiun 
system, and thereupon depend the fortunes of the 
suhject." 

The foregoing exprcssions were penned by one whose 
character for extreme loyalty towanls the English Crown 
ranks second to none in India. There seems no reason 
for withholding from the public that the man referred 
to is Raja Dinkur Hao of Gwaliol'; and since the /Ser­
vices which circumstances have enabled him to render 
have been so continuous and conRpicuous that modesty 
in glossing over his deserts would be misplaced, we 
venture to transcrilx> the following from the pen of 
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Major Meade, Agent Governor-General for r~ntralllldia, 
dated Indore I>rcsidency, April, 1865 ;-

"I can have no hesitation in stating that 
I fully concur in, and can endorse every word of, tIll' 
latc Sir Riclul1ol1tl Shak<:speare's memorandum, and that 
it is simply impossible, in my opinion, to do adequate 
Justice to Raja Dinkur Rao's servil'cs and admirable 
character in sueh documcnts. 

"His admiuistratiw' ability and thorough knowlcdge 
of the pco}llc gencrally of the Gwalior State (ilj(·luding 
his own class, which filled most of the offices of tllP 
Government, and thc variuus tl'iht's amI elaw-l mnkiug 
up thc two millions odd suhjeet to the ruIl' of MalHlraja 
Sl'illJia), and of thc llll':tsnres awl poItey ",hi(·It Wel't' 

l)(~st suited to their requircments, Hud the real intcrests 
of the State and his (·hief, aided by his siJlgular nc­

qllaiutan<'(' WiLh, and appreciation of, the mcrits and 
defccts of the f>Yfolt(,lll of British ndminiRtratioll, enahled 
him, from the date of his <tfolsul1lptioll of tht' J)ewHIlKhip, 
to iutroJu( e improvemcnts, onlL'r, and orgaui:.;ation III 

every branch and departlllellt of the Stat!', anu ill a 
wonderfully hrirf time, ull<ler tlw CirCUlW'Itall(,UI, to 
establish a Government su('h as had IHWf'r hefon' existt·d 
in the territories of his master, and whi"h gave prOmiH(', 
if maintained in the Rl'irit and on the principlf'h in wlli('h 
it was conceived, to make Gwalior the first of native 
kingdollls. 

" In all this thr Honourable Raja had mudl to con­
tend with; for his measure's were neeeF;surily oppoHed 
t1) the traditional poliey of the gov(>rning elMS(,H of tht' 
country, and to the interests of the many iufluclltial 
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persons who had fattelJed on the almses they were 
specially intended to abt>lish; but his tact. calm temper, 
and good judgment, aided by the example of unimpeach­
able integrity he set to all around him, enabloo him to 
effect w hat to those acquainted with the circumstances 
of the State might well have appeared hopeless. 

"The people of the country were relieved from thfl 
system of opprmlsion and misrule which had made 
Rome districts, as Tourghar, a prey to the most lawless 
disorder, in which the Durbar possessed no real autho­
rity but such as waR f'xerciRed under the gum, of a large 
military foret', and the rev('nue waR periodically collect­
ed at thr point of the bayonet; aud had maJ(' others, 
as 'ERaghur, which had formerly b('e11 prosperous and 
flourishing, in many parts a desl'rt, and abandoned by 
its impoveriRhed and ruinrd inhahitantR; and It general 
feeling of eontentl1leut awl satisfaction, and of love 
aud respect for the Minister who had so changed their 
condition, prevaill'd among all classes. 

"To this policy tIl(' saf(·ty of Maharaja SeinJia and 
his Government during the troubles of 1857 may 
assuredly he fairly alld ju"tly aserihed: the p('ople 
gmrraIly, instead of taking advantage of the disrup­
tion of authority consequent on the lIlutiny and 
rebellion of the British native troops (including the 
local contingents), on whose preseuce the pl'ac(' of the 
territori('s of Central India had previously principally 
depelldpd, and who were opf'nly sympathi&ed with by 
all, and aetivdy aided by many of the troops and 
armed police of the native states, remained obedient to 
the local officials; and the presence at th~ capital of a 
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large number of them, IUl.I;Jtily collected and summoned 
by the :Minister for the purpose, enabled Maharaja 
Scindia to overawe his own di&afi'ect{'d troops and 
to wit},stand the otherwise overpowering force of the 
Gwalior contingf'llt, which, confident of the full sup­
port of the Gwalior army anll of the many infhwntial 
people in the Luskier and about th(' chief: for upwards 
of three eventful months endeavourt·d to cajole or 

compel his Highness to comply with their objects and 
demands. 

"The triumphant m:tnllCr in whi('h ~('in(lia {>merged 
from these difficulties was, viewed by tIll' light of 
former times, the hp'!t proof of tIlt' wisdom of the 

Ilh'a"urc" of atlmllllstmtion previously a clop ted by the 
Minister. Throughout the trying l'ycnt8 of 18J7-5H 

Raja J)inkur Rao's devotion and ~ervict's to his master 
wpre hcyollli all praj"l'. He waq ill truth an impersou­

n,tioll in hi" own t('rritoryof loyalty to his chit.·f, and of 
ordpf amilht the' wild anan'IIY then ragiIlg, and whieh 
tll1e'ate'l1l'll to bWC<'P away all bdo1'c it: and his attach­
ment for, an<l fl'ir1ll1ly good fl'pling towardb, the BrIt i,,,,h 
GOV{'rument aud its officers whell tll/' 1'OW(,1 of that 
GO\'eruuH.>nt was for tt time at it"! lowest point of 
dq)ression, can IWVel' he forgoth·n l,y tliO,,(l who expe­

rienced or benefited therehy, or were acquainted there­
with. 

"With the ('ompl(·tr Huppression of the mutiny, 

and amidst the changes in tIle adminil.!tration of the 

Gwalior State which followed the pOAitioll of the Min­
ister unavoidahly becamp grt·atly altered. 

"The Maharaja dt!sired to dire(,t the Government 



himself, and to retain the business of adm.iIl~ 
wholly in his own hands; and after a time Raja ~ 
Roo withdrew, not! without grief and disappointme 
fr~m the laborious post he h~ fill~d for eight y , 
WIth unmeasurable benefit to hl8 chIef aml the StaM,' 

and with lasting credit and honour to himself. 
" In truth his work for the time was done, and it W3 

but fitting that he should take some repose from th 
wearing fatigues of the busineAs and struggles inciden 
tal to the high position he had held for so long a period. 

" He was not, however, suffered to remain unnoticed; 
for on the establishment of the Governor -General's 
LebTislative Council in 186], he was among the first 
members selected to sit therein as rf'presentatives of the 
native community of the Empire. 

"His serVIces and uRefulness in the lofty Ilnd novel 
sphere to which he was thus tr,tnsfcrred were such as 
might have been expectrd from his previous career an<l 
character, and are wpll known to have been much ~ 
preciated by the V!Ceroy of India. 

" At the date at which I am writing, the Honourable 
Raja'A term of service in Council having expired, he is 
unemployed and hvmg in retirement, and there appears 
to be at pre<;pnt no prospect of his return to the busi­
ness of public life in a fitting positJOn. 

"It is a subject of the deepest regret to me that the 
services of one so experienced and gifted, by far and in 
every respect the ablest native administrator I have 
ever met, should be thus lost to the public; but there 
seems to be no help therefor at presen$. 

"Whatever the future may have in this r(,,spect in 
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store for the Honourable Raja Dinkur Rao--and that th~ 
time will sooner or later come when, if s~, he will 
reoccupy a public post suited to his great talents and 
high character I have the fullest confidence-he must 
for the prcSf'nt console himself with the proud and 
gratifying convictIOIl that, as remarked by Sir Rich­
mond Shakespeare, he is respectF,d and beloved by the 
rich and poor of his own country, in which his name 
will long be known as, l)a r excellence, The Dewan, ani! 
that he enjoys the high consideration of the British 
Government, and the eskem and regard of such of its 
officers as have had the pleasure of knowing him cithe!' 
privately or officially." 

All comment on the ahove quotatIOn iF! unnecessary; 
but it should hc known hy thoF-o who take an intcfCRt 
in Indian affairs what reward~ tIl(' gratitude of England 
has meted out to this exemplary native Rtatesman; and 
we think that most who rt'ud these pages will admit 
that these rewurd.s compare som('what Htmngdy, and 
not mue h to the cr<'dit of our discernment, with the 
imperial extravagance of, for instaucc, the Myso1'c grant, 
by which a yearly income of £40,000 wos secured in 
,pt'rpetuity to the already wealthy sons and !,ITllndchil­
dren of a low-born usurper and oppressor of a peaceful 
{X'0p]e. 

The magnauimity of the Company towards the Ma­
haraja Dhuleep Singh docs not rank, in our opinion, as 
a case in point, for he was the reprc.~cntative of Run­
jeet Singh, the I,ion of the Punjab, who gathered to­
gether by hi..'i force of eharu.cter ten millions of the 
scattered t,.bJS once ruled by 'l'amerlane; and it 
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should be remembered that neare~t to the heart of every 
Hindostanee proper is the appreciation of hereditary 
honours, and the continnanec of an historic name. Now 
Dillkur Rao was illustrious by descent; and. when it is 
considered that, with the exception of some unimportant 
complimentary prefix, the only rank conferred upon 
him was that of Honourable, as a member of the Vice­
roy's Council, and that the only solid token of our 
goodwill he has received is a small confiscated estatc 
in the neighbourhood, not of his home in Gwalior, but 
of Benares in Bengal, worth £500 per annum, on whi('h, 
as a crowning proof of our generosity, some trifling taxeR 
are remitttJd, one cannot help contrasting his fiervi('('s 
and their reward with those of willte men, military and 
civilian, on whom p(,llsions and estates have l)('en show­
ered in such profusion. 

Raja Dinkur Rao was, as has heen Raid, a Hinano 
Mahratta of the very highest caste, awl it may be there­
fore arguC'd, a representativC' man of but one portion of_ 
our Indian dominions. Yet that the feelings entRrtained 
by him fmd utterance i.n otlwr mouths, and prey 011 

other minds of a widl'ly different typr, may, w(' think, 
he fairly g'ttherrd from a final extract, penned hy per-. 
haps the ablest Mahomedan of Bengal. Between him, 
a liberal-minded, self-made man, and the aristocratic 
and conservative Dinkur Rao, there can exist no bond 
of sympathy in politieR or religion, save the one am­
bition, to promote good governmcnt and the welfare 
of the subject. On Deeemrn'r 18, 1865, this .llussul­
man, writing to onc of whose goodwill he felt a8Rured, 
expressed himself in the following not very hOlwful 
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language, of' which ,~ must fain confess the faet of 
Dinkur Roo's career tends somewhat 8ll.dly to illu8trat~' 
the truth :--

., You at least are aware of the humble and precari­

ous tenure 011 which natives, even the great('st among 

us, hold our offices. Literally and in fact a breath can 
unmake us, even aR a breath has 11lU{lc. No talents, no 

integrity, no claims founded OIl length of servic'{" can 
avail a day agttin~t tlw at'tive diRplt'Hsul't' of our ('ovc- ~ 

nttnted whitt' f,uperiorR. In thc~(' (:as(,8, and in such a 
Govcrnmt'llt as India, jUf'tice in a great mea,'ml'C' oe­
pen as upon individuals 1H pow('r at the time. It iH 

usclesR tv hlink at the truth, and I helie'w it is lloiori­
nus that in a gr(,.lt many Anglo-Indian mmds tlwl'l' 1ie.'! 
au ulldel'eul'l'ent of hatred towarcli; t 1)(' native}'; hut as 

unfortnnately th(' nntivcf-\ hav(' not onr IWlld for ('on­

venient (lccapltation, thi'l fl'pling fill<h-l t~)O often vent 
again'lt thor,l' unhappy nativ('s whom C'irC'umst:tIIC'(>R 
bl'iug into pl'omin('Jl('(', and it may h(· ('onfiiet, with tIll' 
pride of Englil'lllU1f'Tl. 00(1 knows then' Ill\' !DaIlY (lnd 
even llum(,l'OUR cx('('ptionR; hut t1l(' (lang(o'r is not smaJl 
to thoHp ('hihlrC'll of tll" soil who may a('t as if the "x­
('('ptlOll'l were the rnh·!' 

No,,, thOR(, who would form illlpreRRionH for th(,lll-
• :;clves on things reg(ll'<ling lndia, may (. (lmpa rl' tllP 

cxtraets just quoted, C'oming aF! they do unprt'pared fo1' 
the pul,lic l'Yl' .£r(,hh from tilt' pl'n of loyal native's 
versed in the geniuii of our rule, whORe title to Hit in 
till' Councils of their C'OUlltry we haw at length ap­
proved, wid, the promiseR held forth in the graeiouR 
Proclamatiolt wherJ,y Her l\fUjl'Rty the (Juecn llSRumf'A:l 

v 
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the sovereignty of Hindostan. This document is one 
that cannot be too oftel1 rcad by, or too deeply graven 

on the hearts of, Anglo-Indian statesmell. It forms the 

Magna Charta of 180,000,000 souls belonging to mixed 

creeds, and may he studied with advantage by all who 
search for landmarks in contemporary history; hut it 
should not be forgotten that it is a far cry from tIl(> 

banks of the Ganges t.o those of the Th,lmes, 1111(1 

that although the distance is great, even in the cas(' 
of wealthy appellant'! to the Privy Council, jt is in­
finitely more felt hy the impoverished, unecluc'uted, und 
scantily-fed ryotH who contltitutc l1iIH'tef'll-tw\'ntit'Lh::; of 
an Eastern population, 

This rroclamation was puhlished hy Lord CaIlIli.lg at 
Allahabttd on 1st Nov('mber IB58, and was ad(lrt's6ed 
dire(,tly from tIlt' (~ucen to the PI'inct'H, Chief", and 
people of Iudia. Its prcamhlc is devoted to announc­
ing that Her Majesty has, with the ad vice and ('Oll'lellt 
of Parliament, taken upon her::;plf tIl(' goVt'rnan('e of 
th!' territories hitherto veRted in the Ea:--t ltHlia Com­

puny, and It thell proceeds in the following' tenlll:l :--
"W(, hereby 811110Ullce to the native Pliu('cs of India, 

that all treaties and enguo emellts made with them 11» t'> , • 

or under the authority of the HOllollra11e East Indi:1 
• 

(Jonipany, are by us accepted, and will 1e ~crupuIou:-ly 
maintained, and we look for thc like o1sernmce on 

their part. 'Ve dcsire no extension of our present 
territorial possessions; and while \\ e will penuit no 
aggression upon our dominions or our rights to be at­
tt'mpted with impunity, we shall banctioll no encroaeh­
ment on those of others. Wt' shall rt':-.pect the righti>. 
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dignity, and honour of native princes as our own; nnd 
we desire that they, as well as our own subjcct'3, should 
enjoy that prosperity and social advancement which 
ean oIlly be secured by internal pen.ce and good gov­
ernment. We hold ourselves bound to the natives of 

our Indian territories by the FI<'tme ohligations of duty 
whieh bind us to all OUf other 8ubjcets, and those ohli­

gations, by the blessing of Go~l, we shall faithfully and 
('onRcientiouFlly fulfil. Firmly relyillg' oUrRclves on the 

truth of Christianity, and lwknowlcdging with gratitude 
the solace of religion, we disclaim alike the right and 

the (ksir'~ to impose our convidions 011 auy of our 8ub­
j('('t!'l. \Ye declare it to be our royal will and- ph-llsnre 

t hat nOll(' he ill any wise favoured, HOlle lllo!t'Rkd or 
disquieted by reason of their rrligious faith or ohser­
Vancefl, lmt that all shall alike enjoy the {'(lual and 
impartial proteetion of the law; and we do 8trietly 
charge an(1 ('lljoin all thofle who may he in lluthority 

uurl(·!" liS, that tlH'Y ahstain frolll all interft'rt'Jl('P with 
the relihrious heli(·f Of worship of any of our Buhj<,ds, 
on pain of our highest diRplemmlc. And it iR our 
furthC'T will that, so far as may be, our sul~jl·(·t~, of 
whatever race or need, he freely IlJH.l impa.rtially ad­
mitted to offices in our servi('c, the dnti(,s of whidl 
t11('Y may he qualifiell hy their ('(Ineation, ability, and 
illU·grity duly to discharge. \Vo know and rCRp('('t thp 
feeling!'! of athh,hment with which the nativCf; of India. 
rt'gard the laneh; inherited l1y them from their :mel's­

tOfs, and we <.It'sire to protv't them in all rights ('on­
neetcd tlH'rewith, suhject to the e(luitahle d"ffillnds of 
the State; and w( will that gene'rally in framing and 
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administering the law, duf' regard bp. paid to the ancient 
rights, usages, and customs'of India. 'Ve deeply lament 
the evils and misery which have been brought upon 
India by the acts of ambitious men, who have deceived 
their countrymen Ly false reports, and led them into 
open rebellion. Our power has been shown by the 
suppression of that rebellion in the field; wo desire to 
show our mercy hy pardoning the offences of tho~e 
who have Leen thus misled, Lut who desire to return 
to the path of duty." 

The aLove are truly royal words, admitting of no 
cavil or misinterpretation, and they were closely fol­
lowed by 1.1 distinct approval of the clement policy with 
which Lord Canning's namc will t'VC1' be associated, an 
approval emanating from the higlwst terrestrial autho­
rity we .acknowledge, and from which there happily lR 

no appeal. 
" Our clemency," it was written, "will he extended 

to all offenders, save and exc('pt those who have lWl'rl 

or shall be comietpd of having directly taken part in 
the murd!'}' of British subjeets. 'With regard to Bueh, 
the demands of jnstire forbid the exerciBe of mcrcy. 
To thosc who have wil1ingly givell un abylum to mur­
derers, knowing them to Le such, their lives alone cun 
be guaranteed; but in apportioning the penalty due to 
such pen;olls, fnll consideration will 1e givell to allY 
circumstances under which they have bccn induced to 
throw off their allegiance; und hU'ge indulgC'nc(' WIll bc 
shown to those whose crimes may appear to have 
originated in too credulous aeccptun~c of the false 
fl'ports circulated by designing mell. To all others in 
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arms against the Government we herehy promiS£' un­
conditional pardon, amnesty and oblivion of all oien<..-e 
against ourselves, our crown, and dignity, on their 
return to their homes and peaceful pursuits. It is our 
royal pleasnre that these terms of grace and amnesty 
should be extended to all those who comply with these 
conditions before the first day (If January next. When, 
by the blesRill:g of Providen('(', internal tranquillity Flhall 
be rest'ored, it is our earnest desire to stimulutc the 

'peaceful industry of India, to prumote workFl of publie 
utility and improvement, and to administer its govern­
ment for the benefit uf all our subject'l therein. III 
their prosperity will 1)0 our strength, in their ('out<'nt­
ment our s~curity, and ill their gratitudl' our bt'<;t re­
ward. And may the God of all pow('r .!:.,rrant to UH, aml 
to tho':\e ill. authority uudt'l' U'I, htrcllg1 It to ('arl'Y out 
these our wishcb for the good of our pcoplt"." 

I'll g J:N ll. 


