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bution on the Indian people for the calamities of 185-7', 
the Government of India has hut kept its pledged troth; 
and it must be very many yt'ars before our Indian ac
counts display such a surplus, after providing for the 
extinction of debt incurred, as to justify those by whom 
public burdens are imposed in reducing a taxation which 
the country becomes each year more able to sustain, and 
of which each year a larger share falls, directly or in
directly, on European immigrants, who derive from the 
stability of our rule equal if not greater benefits than the 
native subjects of the land. 

Under these circumstances, the removal of the hated 
income-tax but opens the approach to other means of 
raising money; and so long as more than half of what 
we want comes straight from the pocket of the native 
into our own, in the shape of land-tax and the Govern
ment monopolies of salt and opium, so long shall we 
maintain that the native has a right to make his feelings 
known, even outside the walls of those mixed Council 
Chambers established for the purpose. 

A few words here on the subject of this land-tax may 
not be out of place before proceeding to the conSIderation 
of the lUemorandum with which this chapter closes. The 
fact is, that the Land Revenue System, on which so many 
lances have been broken by anxious students of Anglo
Indian Injustice, is one that recommends itself to the 
native mind by immemorial practice, based on the doc
trine that the original proprietary right to the soil is 
vested in the Government de facto. Owing, however, 
to the prodigality of long lines of dynasties, by whom, 
in token of approval or reward, lands free of revenue had 
constantly been granted, it happened that great tracts 
became exempt from their due sha.re of taxation, causing 
either considerable loss of revenue to Government, or 
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enhanced burdens on unexempt.ed lands. This trouble 
grew with the extension of our rule, and at length Com
missioners were appointed to examine all titles to ex
emption. The sphpre of their action, limited at flUlt to 
provinces on attachment, was gradually extended to 
those long subject to our dominion; but the principle 
involved was so familial' to the native mind, that though 
it might cause private vexation to landowners whose 
documentary or other cvidenee had rlisappeal'ed with 
lapse of time, it was insufficient to produce a general 4;ri
tation. WIthout, however. entering into the propriety 
and policy of a measure that natives at least can under
stand, and far prefer to many of our more elaborate 
fiscal systems, we would only plead that the fact of its 
existence, causing rs It do('s half our Anglo - Indian 
revenne to accrue directly from the soil, entitles the 
children of that soil to a voice in all decisions of a nature 
to affect their welfare. 

"The experienc('," one author tells us, "which enables 
a man to write on the subject of Eastern Government 
tends to blunt his sympathies, and in some degree to 
injure his moral sense." "Torture and lawleF!sness" were 
so familiar to this writer, as to render him "conscious 
of not feeling as he ought when wrong is done to indi
viduals and nations." This truly is a sad picture of a 
human mind after a very few years in India; but were 
the condition of moral obliquity described confined to 
the producers or consumers of such highly - flavoured 
literary food, it might not be necessary to undeceive a. 
sensation-loving public. When, however, the disorder 
affects the minds of men in office like Mr Seton Karr, 
late Secretary to the Government of Bengal, making him 
write of certain land-ravenue-raising machinery, that 
"each day produced ;'t;s list of victitn&, and the good. £Or .. 
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tune of those wh~ ~scaped but added to the pangs of the 
crowd who came forth from the shearing-house shorn to 
the skin, unable to work, ashamed to beg, condemned to 
penury;" and when we are further told by the graphic 
Mr Kaye that "of 3500 estates, great and small, three
fifths were confiscated," in the course of but one local 
land - tenure inquiry,-we must confess that the truth
seeking world is under great obligation to the calm 
judicial pen of Sir Charles Jackson, for demonstrating 
in a recent work i~ that the title here set aside was not 
the title to land, but the title to hold it free from the 
paympnt of land-tax; that there was no ousting from 
possession in these cases-a resumption of the right to 
the land-tax only, and not a resumption of the land 
itself. 

From this digression we shall now return to the salt 
monopoly, to which, second only to the income-tax, the 
writer of the followmg memorandum draws attentIOn. 
In the days we lIve in, this is perhaps the greatest abuse 
of power extant in any CIvilised portion of the globe. 
Along certain frontiers of the North-West Provmces and 
Rajpootana, a boundary-line is drawn, cutting off the 
sparsely populated producing districts from the neigh
bouring lands, densely peopled by consumers, the nature 
of whose food demands a liberal use of salt in its pre
paration, not only to render it wholesome, but palatable 
to the taste. This line has been drawn upon arbitrary 
principles that render the most elementary conditions of 
existence dissimilar in adjoining village hamlets. Along 
it a hedge of thorn, strictly emblematical of the duty it 
performs, has been planted, winding for many hundred 

* 'A VindicatIon of the Administration of Lord Dalhousie;' being 
a refutation of the charges brought by Mr Kaye again&t that Governor
General in his ' Sepoy War.' 
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miles across an open country, sometimes fertile, some
times barren, heedless of mountains, streams, and all 
those marks by which the hand of nature traces lines 
for the division of mankind. This hedge is kept intact 
by a large and costly staff of customs officers, and re
presents, in its eternal preRence to 'the view, a cordon 
more intolerable to the freedom of native thought and 
action than #any Continental octroi, passport, or other 
fiscal system, sin('e the abohtioll of the gabelle or the 
hated corvee. The people of those dIstricts live, as it 
were, in permanent quar.mtine; smuggling is of course 
extensively prachsed, and each day gaps are found to 
need repair along this rude financial hedge, or men and 
women are d{>tectecl in the act, and made to pay a 
penalty, certamly nut lIkely to spread a general belief 
among the poort-r classes of the henefit our sway confers. 
The monotony of the hedge is only broken at intervals 
by gates, where roads are crossed, and here and there by 
stations of polict" The whole system is known as that 
of <;alt chokecs; and comudering the incOllVenif'nce and 
injustice, and the heavy charges for c(lllecting the re
venue accruing from it, we must conff'ss, and not with~ 
out regret, that the writel' of the memorandum now 
before us has trt'ated the abuse with an exceeding mode
ratIOn, that might, who knows, perhaps not unjustly be 
attributed to his ignorance of our desire to govern righte~ 
ousIy, or else to familiality with other modes of raising 
revenue equally questionable in morality and political 
economy. 

In this niemorandum it will be also seen, that the 
native mind conceives that indirect taxation lies easier 
on the shoulders of the Indian people, than any kind of 
direct taxation, in the equitable collection of whieh do
mestic sanctity must be invaded, and "tninute inquiries It 

Q 
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a:re rendered necessary. Still natives must remember 
that our administration of Iudia is a costly one, that 
security for life and property is a plant requiring in Asia 
much artificial training and support, and that we also 
are labourers worthy of our hire. A large voice as to 
the least objectionable mode of raising this hire we will
ingly accord thp, native; but if he selects, on mature 
reflection and by gradual legislation, the system of accu
mulated indirect taxation, he must he prepared for a 
period when the condition of India will resemille that of 
England, where, in the words of Sydney Smith, "Taxes 
were piled on taxes, until they reached every article 
which enters into the mouth, or covers the back, or is 
placed under foot; taxes upon everything which it is 
pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell, or taste; taxes upon 
warmth, light, and locomotion; taxes on everything on 
earth, and in the waters under the earth-on everything 
that comes from abroad, or is grown at home; taxes on 
the source which pampers man's appetite, and the drug 

. which restores him to health; on the ermine which de
corates the judge, and the rope which hangs the criminal; 
on the poor man's salt and the rich man's spice; on the 
brass nails of the coffin and the ribbons of the bride. 
The schoolboy whips his taxed top; the beardless youth 
manages his taxed horse, with a taxed bridle, on a taxed 
road; and the dying Englishman, pouring his medicine 
which has paid seven per cent into a spoon that has paid 
fifteen per cent, flings himself back upon the chintz bed 
which has paid twenty-two per cent, makes his will on 
an eight-pound stamp, and expires in the arms of an 
apothecary who has paid a licence of a hundred pounds 
for the privilege of putting him to death. His whole 
property is then immediately taxed from two to ten per 
cent. Besides the probate, large fees are demanded for 



FINANCE AND PUBUC WORKS. 241 

burying him in the chancel; his virtues are handed down 
to posterity on taxed marble, and he is then gathered to 
his fathers to be taxed no more." 

Finally, it must he remembered that Pel:Sian is the 
language in which the writer of the memorandum has 
been accustomed to prepare state-papers, and that divi
sion by ten is the simplest method of calculating rupees 
in pounds sterling. 

MEMORANDUM BY THE lIONOURABLE RAJA DINKUR BAO. 

ON THE FINANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

From the Budget it will be seen that when the popu
lation of British India, which IB about 140,000,000, i~ 

compared WIth the income, which is 4'20,000,000 rupees, 
the average will be about 3 rupees per head. When this 
average is compared with that of the native states, the 
popUlation of which is about 48,400,000, and the income 
130,000,000 rupees, It is equal to it, if not greater. But 
from the estimate of the receipts and expenditure of the 
year 18.56 it is seen that the total income was about 
300,000,000 rupees. It must be considered that during 
this short time the income is much increased. It is clear 
that this increase is not merely from the land revenue, 
but from the taxes and duties also. Now, judging from 
this, it does not appear proper to increase this amount 
beyond what may be added from the improvement in the 
land revenue. It is necessary for the Government to 
give attention, as much as practicable, to decreuing the 
ta.xes and duties. 

It will be deemed right to give atteBtion ·in certa.b1 
~ to decrease t~ e~pendituJe. The amount tAus 
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saved will be usefully applied to continue to some 
officers proper amount of pay suitable to their stations, 
and to maintain chowkees on roads and in cities, towns, 
&,c., which are at present reduced. It is also necessary 
that some balance should remain in the hands of the 
Government for the use of the State and to pay the 
interest and some amount of the debt. But from this 
Budget so much appears impossible. Such being the 
case, it is obvious, from the remission of the licence-tax, 
how much the co~fort of the people is at the heart of 
the Government. The subjects should understand from 
this that, when an opportunity will present itself, the 
Government will no doubt lessen, as much as possible, 
their burden of taxes and duties. From the present Bud
get it is seen that, although the Government has reduced 
80 much its expenditure, still the expenditure amounts 
to the same sum of income, which is 420,000,000 rupees. 
From this the reflecting persons will think that the 
Government n('ccssarily rt'quires this amount of income, 
and they must therefore pay it. It is also just for the 
subjects to pay the Government for being protected. 
'rhough this is the case, still the Government must pay 
attention to relieve the subjects from the pressure of 
several kinds of regulations on taxes and duties, consider
ing that the people of Hindostan do not like them. By 
this means the people will be left free to perform their 
occupations with ease. The Government, therefore, in
stead of increasing that pressure, should decrease it as 
much 88 practicable, in such a way that it should 
not incur loss to itself, and the people should be 
satisfied. 

III receiving money from the people it is difficult to 
please aU entirely. There is no transaction which shall 
)lot be open to some kinds of objection. But it is proper 
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for the Government to take money from the people and 
also to look at their convenience. 

Though I am not acquainted with the Government 
financial system, yet what I think better to be done.is 
as follows :-

Some of the following items that will appear proper 
may be made a source of incomf' in li('u of those that 
should be abolished. This system will be, to some ex
tent, in accordance to the native custom Though, owing 
to their being long ahohshed by the Government, these 
dutiC's will be less liked. fit first, stIll, owing to their 
heing of the nature of an iudirect tax, they will be liked 
by the people when all other impost.'l that are hereafter 
mentlOn('d clre totally ahohslll'd. 

My opinion al')o is that lIl(hre( t taxps should be taken, 
because, though an mdIrect tax affects all, yet it is taken 
from a few persons. Rut the process of realising these 
duties should be ea<,y. The Government should pay at
tention only to make up the amount of its income, and 
not to the ext('ndillg Its illteIferellCe and making minute 
inquiries, which prevC'llt the people from following their 
occupations. There is no need to describe this here in 
detail. 

Tobacco.-Supposing that a person requires about ten 
sePrs of tobacco annually, so, at the highest rate of five 
seers per rupee, he spend"! about two Iupees every year. 
Were he obliged to buy at the rate of four seers, be 
would not find it very inconvenient. From this, in pro!. 
portion to the population, exempting those that are not 
to be taken into consideration, an eatimate can be formed 
of the income that can be realised. Though the ~ple 
will feel a little inconvenienoe from this dutY1 ~&l$! 
tobaooo is 'Q8ed by many, still this artie Ie is not 1:1(} use
ful as the salt in h.is nourishment. Th$ 1.fSe of this 

~ 
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article is generally a matter of habit. But when the 
income-ta.x, the duty on salt, and all other direct taxes 
and duties, are abolished, this indirect tax, without being 
lQ,ore inconvenient to the people, will, I think, be con
ducive to their comfort. 

Betel Leaves.-The same is the case with betel leaves. 
Estimating that each man consumes about two leaves 
every day, or 750 per year, their value to the highest 
rate will be about 12 annas. 

Stamp Papers.-If it be deemed impossible to abolish 
all the stamps and fees, the following only should be kept, 
and all-others abolished :-

1. A ftllj at the rate of half an anna per rupee should 
be taken from the decree-holder after he has obtained 
money in satisfaction of his decree. 

2. A bond of sale or mortgage of immovable property. 
3. A warrant of pleaders. 
If it will be said that, owing to there being no stamps 

to mark papers, opportunity will be given to commit 
forgeries, there is already a law to punish such offences; 
or, if it be deemed proper, a paper having a Government 
seal affixed to it should be sold for such purposes at the 
price of other common papers. 

Oloth.-A fee on stamping new cloth should be taken. 
Each man requires on un average two rupees for his cloth 
iUlnual1y. From this an estimate can be made that at 
th:e rate of l anna per rupee on common cloth, and one 
@Ua on silken and embroidered cloth, ! of an anna at an 
average rate will be levied from each person. But the 
cloth that comes from England should be exempted, 
because customs duty is already taken on it; but in 
order to have a ma.rk on it, it should be stamped. 

The same syste'nl of stamping should be obserVed with 
regard to weights and measures. 
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From all this it appears that the deficit in the Govern· 
ment income, which will occur from abolishing other 
taxes and duties, will be made up from these imposts. 
If something should be wanting to make good the income, 
a small fee should be impCh"lf>d on weighing all articles. 
This system IS prevalent in India from the earlIest days. 
The BrItIsh Government has a bolt shed it. It will not 
be difficult to brmg tl'lS system mto operation, for it is 
now a practlCe that those who weigh things ref'eive 
somethmg from those m whose behalf they wClgh. The 
same persons will receive the contracts for the tax and 
pay to the Government the amount. This will be less 
mconvel1lent to tIlt' people than other imposts, and it is 
aho accordmg to theIr (ustoms. 

1'I I "" THAT ">1IOUl D fiB ABOLISHED. 

Income- Ta.£ -Though it IS necessary for the Govprn
ment to take mcome-tax from the people, yet it is 
evident how much all classc"l of people complain against 
it, and It is clear that they art' oblIged, besides paying 
the tax, to suffer much inconvenience from the regula~ 

tlOns connected WIth It. It IS thf>refore llcceSSllry to 
abolIsh it at once. There is no douht that the income 
which is realIsed from tIns impost can be made up from 
some of those items that are above mentioned. 

Salt.-It IS necessary to decrease the duty on salt, for 
salt is the principal thing in the nounshment of all 
classes of people, and, owing to its being dear, the poor 
are exposed to much inconvenience. For instance, each 
man con~umes about 9 seers of salt annually. At Agra 
the rate of salt is about 6 seers per rupee, so that each 
man requires Ii rupee per annum for his salt; while at 
Bhurtpore, Kerowly, &e., It can be obtained at ~t·:L8 
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Beers per rupee, that is, each man expends l rupee per 
annum; so that the people are .obliged to buy salt so 
dear within such a short distance of where it is cheap . 
• ,uch places the duty must be so much reduced that 
dIe salt may be obtainahle at not less than 12 Beers per 
" rupee. 

Opium.-The in<!-eased duty on opium will not, I 
think, stand at the present rate~ , f~r this article is gen
erally consumed by the Chinese, who, perceiving the 
high rate of Indian opium, will commence to produce it 
in their OWll., country to supply their wants-consequently 
the demand for the Indu\,ll opium will be less, and pro
duction stopped. This case, therefore, ought to be taken 
into consideration, and the duty to be reduced to the 
former rates. By this rt"'duction the future deficit in the 
Government income and loss to the people will be saved, 
and an obligation wlll be conferred upon those cultiva
tors who pay lakhs of rupees of land-revenue, and mdeed 
on many labouring classes of India. 

On Stamp.-The stamp-duty i'l considered by some 
only an easy source of realising the Government income; 
but it is obvious from the stamp regulation that the 
former btarnps, together with those that are recently 
introduced, do not leave the people to perform their 
occupations freely. They are required to buy stamps in 
every transaction of life, and at every step of every pro
ceeding. Besides this they have also to bear other losses 
on account of stamps. It is not proper for the Govern
ment to take any duty, or wish to have money for 
giving justice, but it is right to keep the way of justice 
open 88 much as possible. For these reasons this impost 
must be reduced as much 88 practicable. 

Municipal Taus and Clwwkeedaree.-The munici
pal taxes and chowkeedaree should also be, if possible, 
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abolished. If it be impossible, the Government should 
reckon the chowkeedaree tax, which. is established for 
protecting the people in its income from other sources. 
And, if the municipal system is to be continued, tl)t!'e 
should not be several sorts of taxes and duties imposed 
on the people for this purpose, except that which shall 
be approved by the- inhabltants dl the locality. The 
Government should.. il~ become a sharer in the work. 
The authority on the spot should act as one of the 
municipal body. 

These and all other taxes and. duties which may pre
vent people from following their occupations freely 
should be abohshed. As the Government income can 
be made up from the taxes and duties on the items above 
mentIOned, there is no obJ(>ctiou to abohsh all other 
imposts. What I mpan IS tIus, that there should be no 
other tax or duty except those that arc descrlbed as the 
sources of income. r hope that by this means there 
shall be left lIttle cause for the people to be discontented, 
because they will be saved from the oppression and left 
to perform their orcupations unmolested. This system 
is in accordance to their custom, and will not, I think, 
be much different from the policy of the Government. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

FOREIGN SETl'LEMENTS IN HINDOSTAN. 

THE dreams of the chivalrous Dupleix were not destined 
to fulfilment, and French intrigues in the Carnatic and 
Mahratta States were ultimately buried in the graves of 
Bourquien and Lally. All that now remains to mark 
the past designs of France are some few specks on the 
horizon of our Indian possessions, the names of which 
are seldom quoted in the marts of policy or commerce. 

Of these Pondicherry claims pre-eminence to-day as 
still boasting of some slight mercantile importance, the 
more political settlement of Chandernagore having long 
since fallen into insignificance and decay, by reason of 
its close proximity to Fort William. Yet beyond this 
statement of the de facto prominence of Pondicherry as 
the commercial and political mainspring of French pos
sessions in East India, naught remains to tell of interest 
to the general reader. Her exact position, population, 
and pretensions are items that concern herself alone, and 
as such need no comment at our hands. 

Seventeen miles above Calcutta, and by so much fur
ther removed from the insalubrious mouth of the Hoogly, 
the traveller catches sight, on turning a long reach, of what 
appears a large well-built emporium of trade. Chander
nagore, with its ruined quays and past remains of great-
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ness, contrasts strangely with many of our modest Indian 
coast-stations, and the system of commercial makeshifts 
frequently resorted to by the practical merchants of Great 
Britain. Still this is not surprising, for the endeavov.rs 
of France to plant her foot in India were prompted by 
national pride, and jealousy of tl!e rapidly increasing 
colonial importance of other nations in the seventeenth 
century; while in our case j. company of merchants suetl 
for and obtained a quasi recognition from the English 
Crown, with leave to establish factorica within certain 
geographical restrictions, and enjoy sp€'cified monopolies, 
imperilling their own lives and capital at their own sole 
risk. 

Herein lies the radical difference between English and 
Frcnch colonial enterprise. Both started from the prin
ciple that the rights of the infidel inhabitants of foreign 
climes were subordinate to thosc acquired by Christian 
discovery and conquest; but whereas England contented 
herself with giving tardy encouragement and a scant 
support to her successful adventurers, not heeding those 
who failed, }1'rance ever took upon herself to organise 
each struggling settlement in distant and uncongenial 
climes upon It Governmental basis, and deemed it in
cumbent on her to sustain her sovereign rights, and the 
honour of her flag, wherever it had once been rashly 
planted. 

The most successful of French ('olonies originated in 
the days of Huguenot contention, when some patriotic 
leaders of the persecuted party conceived the idea of a 
refuge beyond the seat where they could still work in 
peace for the glory of the mother country; and the Gov
ernment, surrounded by embarrassment, was not sonY 
to accept aD: -outlet for disaffected el~menta. With r~ 
peated change at hotne, however, came changes in the 
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ehaneter and composition of the joint-stock companies 
then trading to the West. But though Jesuit influence 
eventually supplanted Calvinistic, Canada still grew and 
flourished. The unerring genius of Colbert rendered him 
a stanch supporter of maritime and commercial enter
prise; and it was not till the war of 1756 that Canada, 
after a gallant struggle, accrued to the British Crown. 
Yet the memory of France .Aid not altogether die with 
Montcalm on the Heights of Abraham; for now, after a 
century of our dominion, blue-books are printed by Her 
Majesty's command at Montreal, Quebec, and Ottawa, 
counting money in pounds sterling, but written in a 
foreign tungue, which has outlived a change of masters. 

From this somewhat irrelevant digression on the failure 
~f France in the West to reap the fruits of colonisation 
and foreign industry, we may turn in a fitting frame of 
mind to the study of her doings in the East, where she 
had to grapple with still greater difficultie." and failed 
yet more conspicuously. 

The two positions are indeecl somewhat opposed. In 
the West, France found far-spreading sparsely-peopled 
plains thirsting for the colonising element. She, flattered 
by the returns which the virgin soil yielded to the emi
grant's first touch, bestowed much gratitude upon this 
country, and ultimately struck so firm a hold as to leave 
the impress of her nationality OQ. large masses of the 
population. In the East a very different combination of 
conditions awaited the arrival of her explorers. There 
old-established faiths and empires vied with one another 
for mastery in the hearts and minds of forty separate 
peoples. Mo~over, of all European nations, France was 
the last to take the field in India. Her first efforts to 
establish herself there were repulsed at Surnt by the 
united action of the Dutch and English, and a subsequent 
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a.ttempt to seize on Trincomalee was likewise unsuooess
ful. Later she maintained herself at Mailapur, "the City 
of Peacocks," near l\fadraR, for a period of two years; 
but it was not until 1672 that she made good her title 
to consideration as an Indian landholder, by the purchase 
from the Beejapoor Raja of the town of Pondicherry, ana 
ninety-two adjacent villages, tolerably well watered by 
the little river Gingy. • 

Raving, however, once acquired a footing, the French, 
backed more directly by their Governmrnt than we, had 
larger means at their command; and "French gold, work
ing in a politieal sense, fol' a time outbade individual 
Anglo-Saxon enterprise. It must remain a doubtful 
problem whether, had not European wars, tapping the 
sources of her wealth, ended in constant mdritime defeat 
France might Hot h,tvc play(·J the Eastern r6le "hich 
happy accident appems to have rf'servea for us. All we 
know is, that so Hurf'ly as war uroke out in Europe 
Lt:tween France and England, those small isolated spots 
in India where the Bourbon flag or tricolor waved 
changed hands; and history records that "Pondicherry 
and til£' other settlempnts " were captured by the British 
on the outbreak of hostilities in 176], 1778, 1793, and 
1803. They were finally restored to France at the 
general pacification of 1815; but since that date their 
rights and boulldaries.40-have been confined within certain 
narrow limits and restrictions. Dupleix's capital of 
Chandernagore, for instance, has been deprived of the 
sanctity of asylum, and only permitted to maintain a 
specified number of municipal police-the French flag 
being hoisted without the right of military enlistment 
within the territory it covers. Ruined buildings, grassy 
quays, a swollen. river, ill-kept within its rotting banks 
by mouldering sea~w'8.lls j a commandant with nothing 
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~ oommind, an administrator with little to administer ; 
such are the leading features of one and every French 
settlement in India to-day. In Mahe, Carical, and spe
cially Yanaon on the Orissa coast, these characteristics 
are enlivened by eccleRiastical adventure, these places 
being professedly rather stations for influencing native 
minds through missionary channels, than outlets for the 
pent-up commerce of a continent sighing for relief and 
foreign wares. Yet if France now bases her colonial 
dominion on the suffrage of religion, she builds her house 
on sand: for having herself passed through the ordeal 
of unbelief, she has lost much of thp strength of personal 
cunviction; while should she on the contrary seek to 
flatter the religious prejudices of others, she would find 
t,hat natives have become too much accustomed to religi
ous renegades to attach a vast importance to the arts of 
those, like Kleber and Desaix, who hastily embrace the 
forms of worship that prevail at any Eastern shrine. 

The position of Yanaon is equally curious and instruc
tive, regarded from a social, pohtical, or ecclesiastical 
point of view. The tortuous Frank appears to have 
sought a spot, equally well suited for the propagation of 
commerce or the Roman Catholic faith; and in this vain 
pursuit has failed in the attainment of either end in 
view. The eldest son of the Church, ever attempting 
to distil influence from the headquarters of some foreign 
creed, was little likely to overlook. entirely the sacred 
Delta of the Mahanuddi, the cradle of Hindooism. Hence 
missionary fathers turned to the discovery of some inlet 
on that rugged superstitious coast, whence they might 
sally forth to fulfil their destiny. Combining Juggernaut 
with trade, and hoping to conciliate both God and man, 
they hit upon Yanaon, situate at the bifurcation of the 
Godavery and Coringa, in a low-lying land seamed by 
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Jduggish streams and reeking with ague and peatllential 
fever. ' 

At the convenient and safe distance of little more than 
two degrees northward along the coast, and equally 
accessible by laud or water, stand the far-famed Poorie 
temples, dt'dicated to Krishna, Balorama, and Kali. 
These, with their co-deities, including the monkey god 
Huniman, exemplify the realistic tendencies of Hind"oo 
mythology, if we may credIt the following record of tht'ir 
appetites as officially publisht'd In the Transactions of 
the Asiatic Society' :-" The provisions furnibhed daily 
for the idols consist of 220 seers of rice, 97 seers of 
kallai, 24 of mung, 188 of clarifit'd buffaloes' butter, 90 
of molasse'3, ::35 of vt'getables, 100 of milk, 13 of spices, 
20 of salt, anu 22 of lamp-oil. So insatIable are the. 
appetites of tll(' idols that they eat fifty-two times a-day, 
and give occupatwll to nearly four hundred cooks; the 
gates are cautIOusly shut during the presentation of food, 
and none but a few pernonal servants of the idols are 
allowed to be present. While the meal lasts the hundred 
and twenty dan('ing-girls attached to the temple dance 
and sing in the room of many pillars." Weare further 
told that a grand festival which these gods annually 
hold occurs in the month of March, when the moon is of 
a certain age after the sun has entered Aries. On these 
occasions many thousl!nd men, women, and children 
harnt'ss themselves to the sarred cars, and Brahmins 
stationed on the platform sing and repeat fanatical 
stories, accompanied by appropriate gestures, which a.re 
hailed by the multitude with BOunds and movements of 
applause. It was on these annual excursions that, ac
oording to our old belief, a large proportion of the 
votaries of the cause and glory of Poorie were wont to 
immolate themselves; but a careful writer has stated his 
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opinion, that "this excoss of fanaticism which prompted. 
pilgrims to court death by casting themselves in crowdi'! 
beneath the wheels of .Juggernaut, either never existed, 
or else has long ceased to actuate the worshippers of the 
idol;" and he attributes the fact of the roadsides being 
for many miles white with human bones, to the general 
practice among Hindoos of dragging their failing bodies 
at"' the approach of death to this sacred neighbourhood, 
so that they may end their days within sight ()f the holy 
edifice, and purchase everlasting bliss at a price within 
the reach of the poorest in the land. 

The gods that are thf' object of this popular veneration 
are grim enough in shape and colouring, and lay no claim 
to wealth or beauty. They are of wood, painted white, 
black, and yellow respectively, and are publicly exposed 
twice a-year, when" Juggernaut and his brother, after 
undergoing certain ablutions, assume the form of Ganesa, 
the elephant-headed god, by means of masks, and are 
placed on the terrace overlooking the temple, surrounded 
oy crowds of priests who fan them to drive away the 
flies, while the surging multitude below gaze in SIlent 
awe and admiration." 

This was the society which France am bitioned in ac
quiring a pied a terre in the vicinity of Poorie; yet 
even here, where nature wears morally and physically 
an unusually sombre garb, she has not departed from 
that law of compensation which renders her so fond a 
mistress. The dark alluvial soil rewards the husband
man with heavy crops of fruit a,nd grain, the turbid 
streams teem with excellent fish, and every fowl of the 
air and beast of the field good for man as food appears 
with laudable punctuality at its appointed season. Not
withstanding, how-ever, that all material wants are thus 
bountifully supplied, it can afford little cause for wonder 
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th&~ in a climate so singularly prejudicial to white life, 
the French community should have remained stationary 
within the narrow limits of eight thousand acres, count
ing seven thousand souls. But these may hug with 
satisfaction the fond reflection that, though they live 
and have their being in a land of foreign misbelief, tht·) 
remain subject to the parti-coloured flag which history 
will hand down to fu.turl' ages as the incarnation of ideal 
government. 

Between the lands occupied b) the tolerant yet prose
lytising Frank, and the more worshipful Hindoo, there 
lie the broad estates of Vizianagram. whose young Maha
raja, thus brought up in contact with exaggeraten forms 
of Eastern and of Western iife, has marked out for him
self a path of happy compromi.-le. Dearly wedded to 
European tastes, this native noble has recently been 
raised by the fiat of Sir John Lawrenf'e to a seat in his 
Council for legislative pUl})Qses, for which, though some
what young perhap'> in years and consequent maturity 
of thought, his character, educational attainments, and 
great wealth fully fitted him. Seen the other day in 
the Town Hall of Calcutta, his not very swarthy counte
nance set, as it werl', iu a turban of elaborate simplicity, 
the admirable proportions of his figure displayed by the 
becoming folds of Oriental drapery, his outward man 
contrasted most favourably with the servile imitation 
of European dress that marks the fallen dynasties of 
Mysore and Oude. To these advantages he added know
ledge of the English tongue, in which he had a well
turned phrase for all; and, from association in the habits 
of our daily life, he had acquired the knack of social 
interoourse with aliens in creed and colour, without del'Q
gating from the dignity of his high descent. 

Clad in these amiaN'e and manly attributes, we m.ust 
R 
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now leave the Vizianagram chief to take his part in the 
~tion 01 h1B country', and, "pU'Isuing the thr.ea.d. of 
colonial experience, we shall next turn to the fortunes 
of those ambitious burghers of the Netherlands, who at 
one time monopolised the carty lug trade of the East. 

What little of romance remains associated with the 
doings of the Dutch in India is connected with the ex~ 
ploits of one Hautman, under whose command a small 
squadron of four Dutch-built craft approached the Ooro
mandel coast in 1594. In those days the weapons in 
the hands of Eastern people were not a match for the 
arms and annour of adventurous Europeans, and th<> 
slight resistance at first opposed to Dutch aggression, 
was exactly of the kind best suited to stimulate their 
passion for mercantile dominion. Hautman and his fol
lowers moreover strove to impart that confidence by 
which alone the trade they sought could be obtained; 
and the peace-Ioying peopl!' of the coast were far more 
inclined to accept his conciliatory measures with grati
tude, than to descry enemies in the hardy whites sent 
them by the winds and waves, from whenee they could 
not tell. But though the lukewarm opposition of the 
native race of itself proved no insurmountable obstacle 
to the prosperity of the new-comers, it happened that a 
southern European people had preceded that Dutch cap
tain by a. hundred yea.rs or more, and now regarded with 
a jealous eye the advent of a rival, of a hated faith, in 
those Eastern Indies, which she deemed her own by 
every title human and divine. Hence ensued a tedious 
cruel war between the Portuguese and Dutch, wherein 
the latter ultimately triumphed, though at a heavy cost. 
While this struggle for ascendancy was pending, the na~ 
tives had insensibly become embroiled in our disseD8ions; 
for not unnaturally seeing a source of gain in the mutual 
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extermination of the intruders, and in their resort t.o 
merc~naries, they proved apt scholars in the art of selling 
their sword-arms to those who bade the highest price, 
and often, by playing a double game, became involved in 
indiscriminate slaughter by both factions. 

Thus, by a happy mixture of audacity and skill, the 
Dutch obtained the mastery over Portugal in India, 
('stablished factories at Negapatam, Sadras, Pulicatl and 
Bimlipatam, upon the Madras coast, and thenceforth saw 
in British energy the only serious obstacle to their at
taining the monopoly they sought. For several decades 
matters took their course of intermittent peace and war; 
the genius of the Dutch, however, seemed to point more 
to maritime adventure than territorial extension, and, 80 

far, the real interests of England and Hoiland clashed 
less than their pretensions. To this cause may probably 
be traced the long forbearance of the British people with 
the arrogance which characterised Dutch dealings at this 
period; and it was not till the nation's ire was {uill 
kindled by the massacre of inoffensive unprotected Eng
lish on the island of Amboyna in the Banda Sea, that 
serious collisioll proved fatal to Netherland dominion in 
East India. 

Negapatam was taken by the English in 1781, and 
thus descended from the rank she occupied as capital of 
Dutch Hindostan, to the condition of a ruined town, 
mentioned in Gazetteers as "situate within the district 
of Tanjore, Presidency of Madras, of rare resort except 
to ships in want of water "-which, however, we are told 
" is both plentiful and excellent." The decadence ()f 
Pulicat and Bimlipatam, though less prominent, has not 
been less complete; the former now "lies within the 
jurisdiction of the British magistrate at Chingleput"
a spot, we infer, of more importa.nee; while little inf'or .. 
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mation is accessible with reference to the la~ter, save and 
except fhe fact -that its geographical position may be 
laid down on a:'ny chart with tolerable accuracy, since 
ita latittide and longitude are known, and stated at 17° 
52' and 83° 30' respectively. Sadras alone remains to 
be described in its actual f>tate; and here we have the 
benefit of a more detailed account by an excellent autho
rity: for, according to Heber, "it is a large but poor
looking town, once a Dutch settlement, and still con
taining many families of decayed burghers, the melan
choly relics of a ruined factory, some of whom are in 
receipt of little pension? charitably awarded to them by 
the British Government." 

Only one more northern power has set her seal on In
diah soil; and though, by the agency of time, the seal 
itself has heen removed, its impress still remains for 
good, and merits some remark. This power is Den
mark; and we would refer those who ask what part the 
Danes have played in India, to the early history of type
printing as applied to Eastern languages. It was at 
Serampore, an ancient Danish settlement on the Hoogly, 
opposite to Barrackpore, that William Carey first set up 
hIS missionary press, whence issued translations of the 
Scriptures in forty different Indian tongues, bringing the 
.Bible within the range of three hundred millIon addi
tional human beings. For this civilising service we are 
indebted to the good offices of the then Danish gover
nor, who promptly placed the small resources of his 
administration at the disposal of so general a benefactor. 
'1'he good influence thence diffused flourished and bore 
fruit throughout our empire in the East, paving the way 
to many of our subsequent achievements in the interest 
of peace and education; and it behoves us, in here en
~vouring to trace the march of causes and effects in 



FOREIGN SETTLEMltNTS IN HINDOSTAN. 26t 

British India, honestly to acknowledge the ad\rantage we 
derived from the example of a literaiy and ,cientific 
neighbour in an era of Lloodshed and dismembellllent. 

The end of Serampore as Danish property was hon
ourable to herself and all concerned. She did not fall 
a prey to the grasping policy of a powerful neighbour, 
by conquest or surrender; she did not primarily paRH 
through the gradual stages of decay, which have sappt'd 
the broad foundations of the Frenrh and Dutch in India; 
neither did she tenaciously adhere, like the colonies of 
Portugal, to a state of thing'3 long since become a burthen 
to the mother country. She was vigorous even to the 
end; and so distmguishpd for the excellence of her 
manufactured fabrics, that we English of Calcutta still 
print our better puHications, avd the Government Ga
zette, upon the paper bhe continues to produce. Yet 
she had the good f,entle to know that the benefit of her 
industry was reaped hy us, and that constant correspon
dence on extradition questions was embarrassing to the 
cause both of justice and morality. In other words. 
Serampore had become troublesome to the jurisdiction of 
the East India Company as being the Alsatia of Calcutta, 
where schemers, insolvent debtors, and reckless spirits of 
all kinds, sought refuge, when circumstances rendered it 
expedient for them to disappear from the metropolis. It 
was, in consequence, we are told, a bustling, lively, gay, 
and disRipated place (,nough. 'rhis condition of affairs 
at last became so onerous to both partIes, and 80 subver
sive of good government, as to lead to 'negotiations, 
which, undertaken in mutual good faith, ended in 1845 
in the c(;;88ion by the Danes of Seramporc to England, 
for a pecumary equivalent calculated at five-and-twenty 
years' net revenue. 

Tranquebar, another Danish settlement, distinguished 
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for its neat cleanliness and picturesque appearance from 
the Sea,_ 1Vhence. the white walls of the Dansborg Fort 
still gladden the eyes of every manner who hugs the 
Coromandel coast, likewise passed by purchase into 
British hands about this time-thus severing another 
link which bound northern men together in a southern 
clime. 

Yet however much, from sentimental reasons, we 
may be loath to part with these isolated foreign stations 
in East India, completing, as they do, the picture of a 
little world perfect in all its parts, with revenues inter
nal Rnd external, foreign governments and native states, 
a colonial system and a penal settlement of its own, 
there can be no question but that the gradual extinction 
of their independenee by purchase is sound policy, and 
would tend more to consolidate our hold on India than 
might be at first imagined, from the mere acquisition 
of an additional 1254 square miles of territory, with a 
population of 517,000 souls. 

Of these figures France claims 188 square miles, 
with 204,000 subjeets only; and these her possessions, 
from their isolated and scattered character, are so in
convenient to the many practical details of our adminis
tration, as to render it most desirable that the earliest 
moment should be seized to purchase their fee-simple. 
The remaining area and population included in the 
statistic.."1 above quoted represent an element more diffi
cult to deal with; for the Portuguese settlements are 
both more rlompact, and more identified with the sur
rounding native races, besides which they rank first in 
priority of intercourse with Hindostan, and second only 
to ourselves in influence on her history. 

A study' of the r~le of Portugal in India takes the 
student back to those discoveries which closed the 
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middle ages." The improvements made in navigation, 
to which it was primarily indebted, ~ived their first 
impetus from Henry, son of John, the fitJi King of 
Portugal of that name. Under his auspices several 
fleets were fitted out for the purpose of exploring the 
Mrican coast and the adjacent seas. The first discovery 
was not important, but was yet sufficient to afford en
couragement and .stimulate perseverance. It consisted 
of the little island of Puerto Santo, so named from the 
fact of its having been discovered on the Feast of AlI
Saints A,D. 1418. Shortly after, the adventurers were 
rewarded by the discovery of Madeira; but for more 
than half a century the voyages of the Portuguese were 
continued in the same dir<'ction without more important 
results than occasional additions to the small stock of 
geographical knowledge then eXIsting. Little progress 
seems to have been made towards the attainment of 
their grand object - the discovery of a new route to 
India - until the latter end of the fifteenth century, 
when Bartholomew Diaz eclipsed the fame of all pre
ceding navigators by his success in reaching the SOUtlI
ernmost pomt of AfriC'a, and doubling the famous pro
montory called by him the Cape of Stonns, but more 
happily and pennanently designated hy his sovereign 
the Cabo de Bona Esperanza. Emanuel, the successor 
of John I., inherIted the maritime ambition of his pre
decessor. An expedition was fitted out and intrusted 
to the care of Vasco de Gama. It sailed from Lis
bon in 1497, doubled the Cape in safety, and finally 
r~hed Calicut, thus achieving the triumph IiIO lo;ng 
and anxiously songht. Landing under cover of his 
guns, and in full view of a large and waving erowd, 
the AdnmaJ. was forthwith introduced to a native prince 
of Hindoo faith, whom Portuguese bia\oriaas~-
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nate ,zamorin, but who among ourselves is more gene
rally known as Samari. After a short stay, marked by 
ra.pid alternations of friendship and hostility, Vasco de 
Gama returned to Portugal, where he was received with 
well-earned honours. Some Portuguese, however, had 
remained behind, wlth permission more or less specific 
to engage in commerce. Disputes arose ere long, and 
acts of violence were committed on both sides; yet the 
power und influence of the Portuguese continued to 
increase, and the assistance afforded by them to the 
neighbouring King of Co chin, in his quarrel with Za
morin or 8amari, was rewarded by permIssion to erect 
a fort for their protection wi.thi.n the territory of the 
former ruler. 

Thus was laId the corner-stone of a Portuguese 
colonial empire, which, with the sanctlOn of a Papal 
bull, extended itself not only 111 India, but in China, 
.Tapan, and the uncounted islands of the Pacific. Fol
lowing in thu, track of domination, the little town of 
Goa fell into the h<tuds of Albuquerque in 1510, was 
strongly fortIfied by hIm, and became ere long the 
cl:l1>ital of Portuguese Hindostan, the centre of com
mercial intercourse, and the residence of an archbishop, 
the acknowledged Primate of all IndIa. Throughout 
the first three-fourths of the sixteenth century Goa 
grew and flourished, gradually assuming the character 
she still retains, of It city of churches, in whose con
struction the wealth of provinces seems to have been 
expended, and which surpass in grandeur and in taste 
all previous and subsequent architectural efforts of 
Europeans in the East. The chapel of the Viceroy's 
palace was built after the modest pattern of St Peter's 
at Rome; tile church of St Dominic is adorned with 
paintings by the most esteemed Italian artists of the 
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time; the Jesuit church contains the costly ~mb .r the 
sainted Francis Xavier; and the cathedral. is only to be 
classed with that of Antwerp for richness of decoration 

, combined with purity of design. 
The temporary annexation of Portugal to the crown 

of Spain in 1580 gave a fatal and a l'\sting blow to her 
colonial supremacy, for the Dutch were not loath to 
take advantage of the occasion thus afforded of mon
opolising Eastern trao(:; Bnd Goa, with her sister 
colonies, gradually fell from their high estate into 
wretchedness anJ. degradation. 

Goa lies, as all the geographical world is well aware, 
upon the coast of Malabar, midway between Baroda and 
Cape eomorin. In the course of centuries she has 
assumed a character peculiar to herself; for the Portu
guese have mingled more extensively with the native 
population than any other Western people, and have 
succeeded, by means of proselytism, in teaching their 
Eastern subjects a regard for Western intercourse, 
which through two centuries both French and English 
have failed equally to instil. They have besides en .. 
forced a moral code that holds its own with some success 
amidst the ancient faiths around, and practically cries 
shame upon our OWl! past efforts. Indeed it would appear 
alone attributable to extraneous causes that Goa has at 
length, through no fault either of her own or her admin
istrators, but by the sheer accident of her position, sunk 
to a level of comparison with Pondicheny or Yanaon. 

Now on the western coast of India, between latitudes 
com-.sponding to those by which Orissa is embraced, lies 
a tract of rugged country, formerly included in the ter .. 
ritories of the 8O-called puppet Ra.ja. of Sattara. This 
country, known as the Ooo.can, was little prized previous 
to the sixteenth Ct'utmy. It was bordered theD.;. it iff 
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~OW, by the Portuguese possessions of Goa and Damatm; 
1Uld, considering its fertility and happy Bite between the 
Western Ghauts and the Arabian Sea, it need not excite 
surprise that a nation so ambitious of colonial posses
sions, and grasping in its pohcy, as Portugal in the 
middle ages, should have availed itself of the absence 
of other foreIgn powers and of native combinations, to 
fertilise this field for enterprise, and thus cement its 
northern and its southern settlements by a strong ('om
mercia! link. This would be only the more natural, 
when we remember the proselytising character of Portu
guese emigTation; for the pious Johns by whom it was 
conducted, no doubt dreamed of grand results to Chris
tianity from contact 'with the Poona Peishwa. In the 
execution of this project many difficulties had to he 
surmounted, but one and all eventually gave way to 
Portuguese energy and daring: the contact with the 
Peishwa was attained, and a fort was built upon the 
little island of Bombay, a central and convenient point 
of occupation. But ere the full advantage of the SItua
tion ('ould be reaped, Portugal herself had lost her inde
pendence; and when in 1540 she at length shook off the 
hated yoke of Spain, her first object naturally was to 
regain her former European status, and to fortify her
self therein by treaty and alliance. So it was that when 
Catherine of Braganza became the bride of Charles II., 
the island of Bombay was fixed on for her dowry. The 
marriage took place in 1661; and though the Portu
guese inhabitants of Bombay held out, from recollections 
of a former pride, and long refused to recognise the trans
fer and to cede possession, the English East India Com
pany eventually 'Secured by force the trading privileges 
Qf the island, and executed them under letters patent 
from the English Crown. 
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Thus was inserted the thin end of the wffige of 
foreign dominion, severing Goa from Damaun. The 
city of Damaun lies at the mouth of a river bearing the 
same name. It is the frontier town 6£ the Concan to 
the north, and an insignificant spot enough. It contains 
nine Christian churches, and the Castle of St Hierony
mus, surrounded by a ruined rampart with ten bastions 
and two gates. The sUlTounding country ow DS the 
peculiarities common to COBst dIstricts, being subject 
to prevailing breezes from the sea, Rnd not unfrequent 
inundations. 

On the other side of the Cambay GuJf, at the south
ernmost point of Kattywar, dIrectly opposite Damaun, 
and at a distance of a. trifle more than a hundred miles, 
stands the ancient fort of Diu. This is but another 
ruined emblem of the past ambition of Portugal in the 
East, an ambition that has crumbled into dry religious 
dust, and ended in a very limited missionary influence, 
and the carrying on of a small coast commerce. Por
tugal has, however, reaped the richest fruits from thE' 
introduction of Christianity in India; and it is worthy 
of remark that, while in Calcutta or Madras the term of. 
"native Christian" does not entitle those who claim it 
to consideration as speciany intf>lligent or credible as 
witnesses, throughout the length and breadth of the 
Bombay Presidency it affords a sort of passport to its 
bearer, as possessed of some rudimentary acquaintance 
with the meaning of the words honesty and labour. 
The half-caste Portuguese of Goa make excellent dome&
tic Servants, and, when treated with humanity, become 
easily &ttached to good, and too often to bad masters. 
Of all classes whence the Anglo-Indian has to pick his 
menials, there is certa.in.iy none which, ~en altqgether, 
ranks 80 high. Hindoo castes form a barrier to $he 
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~onnance by their holders of much of a sel'V'ant's 
w{)rk. The Mahomedan religion, less absolute in its 
'requirements, and perhaps a shade more tolerant of 
others, is still apt to be associated with fanatical habits, 
which render it a disturbing element in the white man~ 
house. No nation has intermarried to such extent with 
natives as the Portuguese, and borne such ample increase 
as to constitute a race apart or national family. The 
English have indeed intermaITied and borne children, 
but, not possessed of sufficient numbers to form a dis
tinct class, they are as a race lost sight of, and exist 
now only as isolated human bf'ings.-l~ To such an extent 
is this the case, that throughout the length and breadth 
of British India but one child has been found of later 
years, the colour of whose hair and eyes was so dubious 
as to justify a doubt on the part of the district Assistant
Superintendent of Police, by whom she was unearthed in 
Central India, as to whether she could boast of white or 
black extraction. 

The history of this little child is generally suppOE:>ed 
to be associated with the darker side of our common 

-national history, when flight by night, aided by the 
faithful services of a native nurse, was the last escape 
for the hated child of the Feringhee. This child, pos
sessed of national characteristics peculiar to the Anglo-

* The popula.tIOn of the Portuguese settIerueDt of Goa. may be stated, 
iD round numbers, at 300,000, of which no less thaD 100,000, or one
third, are half-castes. The gross population of Calcutta may be roughly 
stated at 500,000, of which but 5000, 01' one-hlmdredth, are Eurasians
that is, of mixed blood-and of these, over niDety per cent are of PQrtu
gutlElS or Armen\an extraction. These brief statistics, showing the numeri
cal. relation of half-()!lSte Portuguese to the gross 'population to be one
third, and that of balf-caste English to the gross 'population to be ont'
thousalldth_ proportion which is, moreover, daily on the decline--sup
'port, we think, sufficiently the statements in the text, which have been 
somewhat roughly handled by a. critical journal as gratuitons and un
founded. 
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Saxen race, was suddenly discovered, hid in the bosom 
of a mountain Indian home. For some months she was 
discussed by Anglo-Indian newspapers as a curiosity of 
nature. Her dark brown skin, it was argued, con
trasted strangely with the light blue windows of her 
soul, while her golden locks seemed out of place on the 
head of a little maiden whose only tongue was a Hill 
Mahratta dialect. She was ultimately taken from her 
IJuasi parents, and passed through more than one Com
missioner's hands into the matf'rnal care of the Bombay 
Government. Y ct her history, here lost sight of, tends 
to prove, that throughout a population of a hundred 
and eighty mIllions, embracing ('very shade of colour, a 
clulJ of questionable EnglIsh origin is next thing to un
known; while it dId not enter into the brains either 
of the ASSIstant DIstrict Supermtrndent of Police, or 
any of the Conmll!::>slOners through whose hands she 
passed, to argue, that the circumstance of her peculiarity 
could be accounted for by mixed blood. This fact, 
taken by the side of a Goanese hamlet, where some 
hundred little urclnns lie bakmg m the sun, with skin 
and eyes and hair of varied tmts, unquestioned and '" 
uncared for, seems to afford strong evidence in favour 
of the aptitude of southern blood to stock a still more 
southern soil. 

The sub]e('t of the aptitude of certain races to domi
neer, assimilate themselves, or become subordinate to 
each other, is however one, the treatment of which may 
be left to natural historians and scientIfic writers, as quite 
beyond the limits of a practical view of human happiness, 
tested by the sum of annas and rupees at which the taxa
tion of a country is assessed. We shall now, therefore, 
take leave of Foreign Settlements. and in the following 
and last chapter our (3fforts shall be bent to prove that, 
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$en from a point of view where mere.., flney themes 'do 
not encroach upon the space re~rved for !:lOlid interests; 

,1ndia, as ruled to-day by an Anglo-Indian AdminJ~tra .. 
tion, enjoys far greater ma.terial advantages, national 
identity, and politICal weight, than the positive facts of 
her existence could admIt of under any other form of 
govel'llment than our own. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

NATIVE INSTITUTIONR. 

OF all the institutions by which national eharacter is 
moulded, religion probably exercises the deepest influ
ence upon mankind. N ow it happens, that so far back 
as history can be traced in ltJdla, faiths opposed have 
("onstantly wag('d war for paramount dominion. Some 
six centuries before the birth of Christ, the Buddhist 
worship raised its head, some say 1ll Cooch Behar, dis
placing the uncouth religion of the Jains, whose origin 
is obscure. The slow and complicated growth of Hin
dooism takes the inquiring theologian back to times of 
which the history is recorded in fabulous narratives of 
most questionable veracity; and the sudden introduc
tion of Mahomedanism alone stands out as a landmark 
by itself, in striking contrast to the gradual development 
of other Indian creeds. Following in the train of bloody 
conquest, it could not be withstood; and it had taken a 
considerable hold upon the minds of Hindostanees by the 
commencement of the eleventh century. 

These may be termed the three parent faiths of India, 
and from them at different periods a variety of schismatic 
churches have branched forth, such as the Seik heresy, 
first preached by Nanak, at an age contemporary with 
our own domestic Reformation. Mahomedauism, anee 
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po:werful and compact, lost in the lapse Df ages much of 
~ ancient strength, by reason of Its own dissensions; 
and the t.emlle of the Prophet became divided against 
itself by Shiah and Sunni sects, who occupy positions of 
mu.tual antagonism. Some idea of the confusion now 
prevailing may be gathered from the fact, that the Hin
doo Pantheon alone has grown and multiplied, until to
day it counts within its walls upwards of three hundred 
and thirty-three million deities, worshipped according to 
capricious custom in different modes, by some hundred 
and forty-four castes of human beings, pursuing different 
trades, not permitted to intelmarry, and quite incapable 
of social or political combinatIon. 

A population so rent by different behefs, the votaries 
of each bred to the use of arms, and habituated to thc 
thought of propagating their own particular ritual at the 
point of the sword, their only lesso11 of toleration being 
derived from the unchristian conduct of Christian creeds 
towards one another, offered an arena for invasion, too 
tempting to be withstood by the lax morality of trans
Indus tribes when led by men like Sultan Mahmoud of 
Ghuznee, or Nadir Shah. The country thus peopled, 
and thus invaded, was further parcelled out among a 
host of rulers, often chosen hy the accident of adoption; 
and in the absence of natural boundaries, at times a 
jungle, and at times a forest, did duty as a frontier, 
proving a refuge for the criminal and destitute alike, 
and breeding abundant evil in the land. 

Yet one more condition remains to be recorded to com
plete the chaotic character of the picture now before us. 
This is the additional fact, that the forty distinct races 
inhabiting Hindostan worshipped their almost countless 
gods in fifty-eight distinct living languages, of which 
some twenty--eight possessed a literature and historical 
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traditions of ~ir own. Race. language, and religion < 

thus combilled to dlsintegrate the East I!}dian peoplet 

and pave the wa.y to their acceptance of a "foreign yoke. 
The infliction of this yoke, with its conditions and results, 
has been well epitomised by the late Mr J. R. MCCulloch, 
whose "\tords upon the subject are so chaTacteristica11y 
broad and sound as to merit their quotation at some 
length :-

"The great body of the Indian people Illld, for six 
centuries before the commencement of (lur government, 
been under the dominion of foreigners more energetic 
than themselves, and a good deal more civilised. Upon 
a fair retrospect of what they have lost and gained by 
the Mahomedan dominion, thC'y must upon the whole 
be considered as havm~ been {'on'lHlerahle gainers; the 
conquerors being AsiaticR, and approaching to them
selves in manners, language, and complexion, became to 
some extent assimilated to the subject races; while even 
in matters of religion, where the difference was widest, 
a considerable share of toleration was established, and 
Hindoo converts to Mahomedanism became in time ad
missible to the highest offices of State. This condition of 
things was superseded by th£' Briti&h rule. The British 
Government, as established in India, may be considered 
an enlightened despotism, a good deal controlled by the 
public opinion of Englishmen on the spot, t1Ild to a less 
extent by Parliament at home, and possessed of some 
advantages, but also many disadvantages, when com
pared with the Mahomedan Government by it super
seded." 

Mr M'Culloch next proceeds to divide our reign in 
India. into thr~ periods; the first terminated by Pitt's 
India Bill, by which the &ard of Controf was eat.ab
lish~ in 1784; the .second from that date untl1 the 

8 
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pmetical reorganisation of our Indian 4nstitutions in 
l814:; the third extending to the present day, or at 
least the tim~ at which he wrote. 

The first, we are told, was a period of pretty general 
anarchy; the government was carried on upon the 
Mahomedan system, the taxes were lm'ied with more 
than Mahomedan rapacity, and the Mahomedan law 
was administered with less than Mahomedan intelli
gence. Everything depended at that time on the moral 
and intellectual character of a few functionaries, while 
the industry of thf' country was subject to a commercial 
monopoly, exercised by the Government itself, for the 
sole purpose of obtaining possession of the produce of 
the country at less than the original cost price, in order 
to re-sell it for more than it was really worth; and Mr 
M'Culloch rightly judges that this period could hardly 
have been productive of bf'ncficial results to the native 
inhabitants so ruled. 

The second period was marked by the establishment, 
throughout the greater part of Indian territory, of the 
land-tax, the basis of our revenues, and the heaviest 
burden ever borne by the Indian people. On the other 
hand, regular courts of justice were instituted, and the 
Mahomedan system was so far modified, that judicial and 
fiscal administration became distinct, after the fashion 
of European nations. The commercial monopoly con
tinued, but was exercised with less extortion. During 
this period, Parliament did not interfere in the affairs 
of India, where everything was presumed to be going on 
prosperously. Meantime, if wars doubled the extent of 
our territory, they also more than doubled the amount of 
our territorial debt; and so far from reaping any direct 
advantage tront its new acquisitions, Parliament was 
oompclJed to exonerate the East India Company from a 



NATtV! I NSTITUTt(}NS. 

long arrear of 1Iribute which it was wholly unable to dis
charge. The advantages conferred upon the people of 
India during the period now mentioned, wily be resolved 
into some ameliorations in the administration of justice, 
and freedom from all foreign aggression save our own,. 
minus the additional burthen of the oppressive land-tax. 
England for herself derived no advantage whatevE'r. Iler 
commerce remain(;d stationary. and was of trifling 
value; we paid a monopoly price for every Indian com
modity we consumed, and were ultimately compelled 
to forego the tribute-money we had bargained for in 
exehange. 

The third period has, howeVt'r, be<>n one of vast im
provement. The influx of Europeans into India at the 
close of the Napolf'onic wars, was ac('ompanied and fol
lowed by a still greatei· influx of British capital. A pub
lic opinion next sprang up at the principal seats of com
merce, not quite inadequatk to cope with the despotism 
of a practically absolute government. This public opinion 
found expression in a press formerly subject to a rigorous 
eensorship. Native education assumed a practical shape; 
and those who had previously considered all education 
to be compribed in tht· study of Persian or of Sanskrit, 
now betook themselves with ardour to the study of our 
language and its literature. 

It must not be forgotten that the pre£'eding paragraphs 
are little more than extracts from opinions, formed and 
written some years before the Company was su.cceeded 
by the Crown; and a writer of to-day might prefer that 
the history of the intercou.rse of England with East India 
should, ut some future day, be written down in. two broad 
columns side by side, the line of division being very 
clearly traced by the terms of that Royal Proclamation, 
whereby the Queen aasumed the govemment for better 
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purposes than those for which the country had been 
£armed by a sordid board of East India directors. 

The remark above quoted with reference to the meas
ure of intelligence displayed in the administration of 
Mahomedan law, by Mahomedan and Christian conquer
ors, tending as it does to the disparagement of British 
rule, should not be permitted to go before the world 
without a practical set-off f,tVourable to our own repute; 
and happily one is ready to our hand, sufficiently con
clusive to dispel the cloudy views of those who yield the 
preference to the Persian yoke. With all the merits, 
rC'al and supposed, that, according to M'Uulloch, tended 
to rrnder the rule of Nadir Shah acceptable to the native 
population, it Lore too much resemblance to traditions 
of the scourges infhcted by the heavy hands of Tamerlane 
and Genghis Khan, to pass muster as a pattern of good 
government. It is recorded that so late as 1 '738, up
wards of a hundred and fifty thousand persons perished 
by the orders of Nadir in a grneral massacre at Delhi; 
subsequent to which little episode in the life of an East
ern king, he carried off gold and precious stones to the 
value, it is computed, of a hundred and twenty-five 
millions sterling. The greater part of this enormous 
sum was actually deported from the country; and, so 
far as India is concerned, the reign of Nadir Shah, far 
from raismg the tone and temper of the people, decimated 
the native population, and reduced the country to a con
dition of bankruptcy and bondage, whence it is but just 
beginning to emerge. 

Under the Company a widely different slate of things 
pre\Tailed. For a century its servants reaped rich harvest 
from the ruins of a crumbling Empire. During this 
period many families and individuals acquired consider
able wealth, salaries and retirements being calculated on 
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a singularly lavish scale. Yet these were personal abuses, 
and not national connivance in the plunder of a people. 
Indian g<>ld often found its way to England in the pockets 
of her adventurous sons, at times no doubt through chan
nels not strictly constitutional; but these sums, though 
sufficient to sap the broad foundations of the revenues of 
the Company, and reduce it, as we have seen, to inability 
to pay a paltry annual tribute to the mother couutry of 
half a million sterling, were, small compared with the 
extortionate rulings of the past. Dur~ng this period, and 
under this system of personal aecumulation as opposed to 
imperial plunder, India aequired, thanks to the infusion 
of our trading energy, improved communicatIOns, addi
tional security for life and property, and a greater mens· 
nrc of national consistency than bhe had knew~ before. 
The not very unllaturJl consequc nee was a passing thirst 
for independence. This was much enhanced by vague 
religious terrors, and the bpectaclt' was for the first time 
seen in Hindostan of the country rising almost like one 
man.{o Those who rose, however, had exaggerated their 
resisting power, and relied too much upon their recently 
cemented bonds of national cohesion. The fruit of this 
erroncous calculation was the Sepoy War, which ulti
mately brought about the exi'3ting happy state of things, 
and landed us, with peace and plenty, in a period distin· 
guished by a feature new in Indian history-that of gold 
returning to the hands of native populations, in the shape 

.. Had it been qutte, instead of almOlt, our I'l.aJ was at an epd; for a. 
na.tive of distinctlOn and intelligence has observed, with jUlltice, that if 
every lIindoo and Mahomedan in Indut. could only be brought to cast 
one graUl of !!and at the Feringhee, the white invaders would be buried 
like the anciant cities of the plains. The outbteak of 1St) 7 was, however, 
the most perfect specimen of united hostile action t~ B.lndostan yet 
h&ll witnessed. and _ compa:t'$d With fortner Mugs, it is no e~ra.
tion to flAY, that the co~ from the llimalaY&II to the lea 1'086 ~t 
us •• a.bnoet &II ODe man." 
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of 8. hundred million English sovereigns, spent on works 
&f general utility, and the opening up to native industry 
of roads to wealth and power, in the production of the 
raw staples so essential to our national existence. 

ThuB it would almost appear that India has at length 
attained the turning-point ani! cri"is of her destiny. For 
the first time in her annals, the importance of what is 
known as Sovereign Independence has dwindled into 
small dimensions by the side of the material benefits 
accruing from our rule. The golden tide has turned, and 
now rolls back towards the East in search of profitable 
inVtl8tments on good security; and so long as such are 
found for British bullion, the native mind will not easily 
revert to fevered dreams of restoring the dominion of the 
Great ¥ogul 

If, however, the greater influences on mankind in India 
have only acted negatively in our favour, in that politi
cal, social, and religious discord, paving the way to the 
Persian conquest, brought about the deliverance of Hin
dostan from a foreign yoke by incorporation with our 
dominions, at any rate the lesser influences by which a 
people is developed have been more positive in their ope
ration on our behalf. Among these rank the national 
conditions of proRperity that are included in the growth 
of education, art, science, literature, and police both moral 
and municipal. Now, in each of these branches of Anglo
Indian civilisation a very nearly equal part is played by 
natives and ourselves. The observing traveller in India 
may learn, for instance, on inquiry, that the unfinished 
building with a broad verandah and capacious halls, on 
which the masons are actively engaged that it may be 
tenantable by the ensuing rains, was designed for .this gr 
that scholastic purpose by the munificent Rampore Nawab 
or Puttealla Raja. At the seat of ~oV"emment itself the 
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same movement is discernible. The Calcutta. Madrissa, 
under the active supervision of Captain Nassau Lees, haa 
turned out latterly each year a good percentage of well
trained Anglo-Persian scholars, most of whom embrace 
the service of the Crown or the profession of the law. 
Art and science we find fully represented in the defini
tion, by Sir William Jones, of the bounds set to the 
investigations of thc' Asiatic Society of Bengal, w well he 
oescribes as "the geographical limits of Asia Magna," 
and within these limits, he further tf'lls us, its inquiries 
are extended to "whateycr IS performed by man or pro
duced by nature." The council and committees of this 
society are composed of Europc<tlls and natlVcs of both 
prevailing creed'3, accordmg to the specialty of the sub
ject under treatment; and among the Hindoo gentlemen 
who have actively participated lU furthering it~ interests 
and utility, the name of RaJendralal Mittra should not be 
omitted. 

The formation of societies of mell for purposes of de
liberation and self-government, is a habit that has taken 
deep root in the Bengali mind. Several such societies 
exist in the township of Calcutta; but two among their 
number are of a character so marked, and have been pro
ductive of such good results, aa to merit the careful study 
of all who desire to make themselves acquainted with the 
working of the native brain.;~ Tho first to which refer-

* Since the above '\VM published, the author has received from a native 
correspondent a copy of I A Di800Ul'8e on the Nature, Objecte, IIoIId 
Advantages of a Periodical Ceullus.' read at 11 meeting of the Bethune 
Society by Moolvie Abdool Luteef Khan Bahadoor. This paper ~ 
a strikUI:g proof of the incalculable value of the inlltitutious referred to 
in the text. In this instance they enabled an enlightened native to 
expla.in to his fellow-countrymen the true object. and importanee of a ,,1'6, which they regaroed with aospieion M inquisitoriaL The Meder 
of th:ia paper pQiuted oot, in Oordoo, how acrieultural uJUbitiou bq at 
firoat been d.teaded by tht:1ndian people., how it was a.rgued that H a 
war had Deeh kI.Dd1ed aeme'\Vhere, and th .. t the eatt.lt tel 'be broupt 
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_00 is here made is the Bethune Society, established in 
1857 in order "to promote among the educated. natives 
of Bengal a taste for literary and scientific pursuits, and 
to encourage a freer intellectual intercourse than can be 
accomplished by any other means in the existing state of 
native soeiety." The second, to which we would direct 
the most attention, bears the name of the" British Indian 
Association." The object it keeps steadily in view is 
"the improvement and efficiency of the British Indian 
Government," which it seeks to further "by memorial
ising the Imperial Parliament and the local powers for 
the romovaluf existing, or prevention of proposed inju
rious measures, and for the introduction of such measures 
as may tend to promote the interests of all." This society 
has had, for many years, the great advantage of possessing 
the counsels and support of the Rajas Radhakanth Deb 
and Kali-Krishna, both recognised leaders of the orthodox 
Hindoos of Bengal pi opel'. This position is hereditary 
to them; and that Hindoo blood and breeding have for 
very many generations lent a willing hand to cast fitting 
representatives of their faith and its nobility, no one can 
doubt who has cOllversed with these patterns of austere 
simplicity. Rohed in spotless drapery of white, they 
take their place at the Governor-General's Durhars amidst 
respectful silence. Devoid of all external ornament, save 
perhaps some solitary ancestral stone of ·purest radiance, 

~. 

together were wanted for the commissariat," and how popular agricul
tural exhibitions had become in Bengal-how inseparably connected the 
increase of population ought to be with the science of political economy; 
and how sanitary, educational, eoolesiastIicaJ., judicial, and finaoci.l reasons 
all demanded an accurate acquaintance with the numbers, 'se~s, ages, 
and occupations of the population. 

Thus did this intelligent Massnlman induce the natives)f Calcutta to 
regard with fa-.our, and to llO-Opt'rate in, a measure that, so recently .. 
1860, both Hini'oos and Mahomedans weeesafully " strained. everyaerve 
~ baftle and resist." 
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their Druidical appearall.ce contrasts most strangely with 
that of the jewelled chiefs by whom they are surrounded. 

Before taking leave of these associations, it behoves us 
to record two European names that will long be held in 
reverence by all classes of the mixed community of Cal
cutta. The first of these, in rank ecclesiastical, is the 
venerable Archdeacon Pratt, whose depth of learning in 
every branch of scienee and theology is equallyappreci
ated by those who follow in the foot~teps of the late 
Bishop Wilson, and those who make the differential cal
culus their study. The apphcation of hi's reasoning 
powers to the solution of material problems outside the 
limits of his own cathedral church, inspired his Aryan 
brethren with feelings of respect, and often led them to 
seek the benefit of his opinion on the issues of their daily 
lives. It is not. indeed, too much to say, that in the 
religious conciliation of antagonistic principles he, as 
Archdeacon of Calcutta, ha'> rendf.'red as good clerical 
service by abstaining from aeceptlllg too prominent a 
place in propaganda, as any member of the Anglo-Indian 
Church has done by an ascetic faith; which, after all, in 
outward show, is as naught compared with the austerities 
of fanatical Fakirs in Oude and Rajpootana. 

The second ecclesiastic to whom we here refer is Dr 
Alexander Duff, a Scotchmau of the best Scotch type, in 
whom missionary zeal was only curbed and held within 
the bounds of wise restr.1int by the working of an iron 
wilL The good that he has done in India cannot be 
overestimated. He did not shun his countrymen, and 
bury his 'MI.n cheeks in the remotest comers of the earth, 
in sea.rclt of martyrdom and visionary results-the con
duct of hi\ life in. India waa far different. By actii.ve 
pariieipation in native eares, within the fOJ! Mahratta 
ditcli, he gathered round him in the course ofYea.rs c:owds 
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of stanch believers. He wisely chose for the field of his 
()perations that part of India where European contact 
WM most familiar to the minds of men, and where many 
of the deepest prejudices of the Eastern heart ~ad been 
erased, by the gentle action of natural causes on five 
succeeding generations. On such ground he might not 
unreasonably hope that his energy would create large and 
wealthy institutions, based on the sound proselytising 
principles of diffusing comfort to the poor and needy, 
providing hospital accommodation for the affiicted, and 
offering the rudiments of education to one and all without 
distinction. ThIS plan of action Dr Duff preferred, to 
despising the advantages of his position, and working in 
the dark, where the light of his own intelligence would 
be obscured by the surrounding ignorance, and where, 
though by sheer personal ascendancy he might turn some 
few souls from the worship of carved images, there could 
be little doubt but that the results obtained would grad
ually expire upon his own removal from the theatre of 
life. At any rate the course pursued by Dr Duff has 
been crowned by the most entire success. He lived and 
laboured long enough in India to found a Christian con
gregation worthy of the name, as well as many philan
thropic institl1ti(ln~) on self-supporting bases of a gradual 
development, likely to retain their influence for good, so 
long as the native population in Calcutta shall stand in 
need of corporaJ. or spiritual aid. 

Of what we have ventured upon terming the lesser 
influences on mankind, we shall only touch upon one more 
-Police. This brings us to the threshold of a q~estion 
of great import, at a time when the wheel of public 
thought once more rev()lv~ upon the- a.xis of military 
reduction, both in men and. money. It has reCently 
been argaed with much vigour, that the European 'fwoo 
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in India should decrease, in just propo~ion with the 
increase of improved media of communication; that 
climatic influences are so various, and loeomotjon is now 
so easy, than one-third the actual number of white regi
ments might practically combine hill stations with the 
necessity for omnipresence. The only argument alleged 
per contra is the large proportion of natives still in arms, 
for purposes ,of municipal police, and the maintenance 
of village law. These, to the number of three hundred 
thousand, stIll carry weapons of no mean defence, arc 
daily drilled, and. being officered by Europeans, resemble 
to no small degree the Sepoy of our recollection. Yet 
some items in their actual condltion have been overlooked, 
whereby their power for harm is restricted WIthin the 
narrowest lImits, cOIllpatlble wlth efficiency against Pm
daree >< robbers or the more organised Dacoits t of the 
plains. 

Fnst, the Indian pollee, large as it is numerically, is 
three-fourths composed of men whose loyalty was proved 
in 1857; and of theu officers, about the same proportion 
were witnesses of the events for '" hich that year is 
memorable, and are thus no novices to the premonitory 
symptoms of extended disaffectIOn. 

Secondly, the pollee force is more local in its character, 
and has less of class or caste cohesion, than characterised 
the Sepoy hosts. Its employment is not directly con· 
nected with political affairs, such as the chastisement of 
some refractory Raja, or the occupation of a territory 
recently annexed, but is almo.."t invariably confined to 
measures for protecting life and property, in whieh the 

... Onetof tV ~ m~ tribes of the interior 01 India -bleb J*l
odically prey upOit the i~l'Y 0)/. their peactiul neighbo~ ll~d whU:a 
it has p!IOved more than onOfl ~rr to coerce. 
t~ 



NATIVE INSTITUTIONS. 

natives, f:l8 th!l basis of the population, themselves have 
most at stake. 

Thirdly, with very few exceptions, these police are 
domestic in their habits, are bound together by no com
mon tie except the prospect of promotion, and, instead 
of herding in bodies of ten or tw€'nty regiments, reduced 
by the influence of inaction to seek excitement in sedition, 
they are distributed in companies and patrols throughout 
the length and breadth of India, and very generally ignore 
their own numerical importance. 

When this force was constituted on what may be 
tenncd the local basis, with a view to the absorption of 
many loyal native corps after the reduction of the 
Sepoy army, Lord Canning planned the nomination of 
a superior officer, to be called Inspector-General of Police 
in India. To this appointment Sir Charles Wood de
murred, partially on constitutional grounds, and partially 
as tending unwiilely to centralise the infant system; and 
thus it happened that an officer was lost to this depart
ment, to whose directing skill its growth and most of 
the results obtained were mainly due. This officer was 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce, whose singular good fortune 
it was to be appreciated by three successive Governor
Generals of India. Ont' of Colonel Bruce's greatest 
merits was his willingness at all times to cope with the 
most opposed and difficult of situations. It was indif
ferent Ii9 him whether the service of the Queen required 
that he should be attached to the intelligence department 
of a fiying column about to penetrate into the obscurity 
Of Central India, or that he should be selected to report 
on some abstruse financial or comm~rcial problem. He 
was 80 constituted by nature that his powers '8eelI1ed 
always best adapted for whatever labour was committed 
to him. Subsequent to the Indian mutiny, the doctrine 



NATIVE INSTITUTIONS. 

of ruling India. by a military police had found favour 
and encouragement, almost irrespective of the cost to be 
incurred. Th~se who then advised Lord Canning turned 
over in their minds the pages of their past experi(,Ilce 
in men, and finally recommended Colonel Bruce as per
haps the readiest officer at their command. At first his 
duty was confined to the collection of materials for the 
building of this structure, and later, these receiving high 
approval, he was ordered to elab~rate the rudiments of a 
service by itself, that should combine the force of mili
tary law with civil obligations. The arm of power thus 
sketched out for holding India afforded at all points 
abundant promise of success, and the experience of some 
years has proved that the ('xpC'ctations of its authors 
were not unreasonably sanguine. ColonC'1 Bruce, how
ever, had to meet and overcome much local jealousy. 
Up to that time police had existed in a form subordinate 
to Lieutenant-Governors and Chief Commissioners; now 
it was to be an imperial force, at the immediate control of 
the Government of India. * The programme therefore, 
drawn up by Colonel Bruce, made enemies of almost 
every subordinate admin}stration. Military privileges 
were to be enjoyed, without rendering those who pro
fited by them subject to divisional or brigade command; 
and while in Bengal and thc North-West two members 
of the Civil Service, Mr C. F. Carnac and Mr Court, 
were appointed to the office of Inspectors-General of 
Police, and thus relieved from all subordination to their 

... ThAt some change was called for may be gatbered from the follow
ing few lines, extracted from 'A Statement by Sir Charles Trevelyn of 
the Citemnstances connected with his Recs.ll from the Government of 
Madras,' published in 1~60 :-" But the great measure for the whole of 
India iI the reoonmttmon of the police and the improveal8J)$ of the 
couria of i.roce. While we have b$eu. occupied with war and &nDe:lJl,o 

tiiou. aa'8. the ooUecti<$ of rev-enQe, WI'! have tteglected. the simple prbaary 
dnV of the protectioa4)f life ull property." 
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semen the LieutenantrGovernors, in Oude and the PUll

jab tw-o military offic~rs, Captain Aitken and -Major 
Hutchinson, escaped, through their selection for the per
fQl'IDance of similar functIOns, from the control of the 
Commander-in-Ohief. 

At the CrIsis when these impartial srhemes of Colonel 
Bruce were given to the world, and angry men of all 
classes and opinions were clamouring for his remo'Val, 
the call for general economy bad succeeded to the pass
ing cry for national defence. In a letter therefore from 
the Government of India, Colonel Bruce was summarily 
told that his efforts should in future be directed to the 
reduction of previously approved-of estimates. To this 
thankless task of pulhng down the work of hi'3 own cr<>a
tioD, and pruning the branches of tll(> tree that he him
self had planted, he proceeded with his usual successful 
zeal; the hudgets for poJice again assumed proportions 
within the possibility of payment, and Colonel Bruce 
was told in laudatory phrases that his work was done. 
He reverted then to other things, and hJS name appears 
for the last time in the history of India, as occupying 
the post of pohtical officer, appointed to accompany to 
Bhotan the army destined to erase the stain on our 
escutcheon caused by the fiasco of Mr Ashley Eden. To 
this service he devoted the remains of a frame and 
constitution once remarkable for vigour, and there he 
contracted the Terai fever, under which he sank on a 
homeward journey, undertaken in the hope to recruit his 
health beneath the shady oaks and cloudy skies of Eng
lawl, which none but those who have felt the burthen of 
an Indian sun can value at their own high price. 

Another indication of the spirit of the times and their 
requirements, may be gathered from the gradual .decay 
of a department, the duties of which once embraced the 
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supervision of every village inn and mountain .. ~tn from 
Poona to Luclmow. The class of crime for the suppres
sion of which this department was intended, is known 
as Thuggee; and Dacoitee, or highway robbery, was 
shortly after added to it. According to the legend, 
Thuggee had its origin as follows :-" Kali encountered 
a monstrous giant, every drop of whose blood as it fell 
became a destructi ve demon. The blood of each demon 
thus produced possessed the ;3ame property, and an enor~ 
mollS brood was generated, threatening the world with 
destruction. The evil would have heen without remedy 
-for the more they were slain the more they multiplied 
-had not Kali fallen upon the notable device of creat-
ing two men, and giving them handkerdliefs or waist
bands with which tlwy were a11" to strangle the demons. 
As by this process not a drop of blood was shed, the race 
of demons, which could only he propagated by blood, 
was extingUIshed. The instruments of strangulation be
eame the property of the men who had used them so 
successfully; and to make this gift of value, the goddess 
authorised them and their descendants to make strangu
lation their trade." In accordance with this strange 
legend, "the Thugs became hereditary murderers, and 
spread throughout Central India and into part of the 
Deccan. Though formed into fraternities by initiatory 
rites, and able to recognise each other by the use of pal"
ticular signs, they Ii v(>d as the ordinary inhabitants of 
the country, following the peaceful occupations of agri
culture or trade." The reports of the officers charged 
with the prosecution of a crusade against this crime" that 
rendered travel in time of peace and plenty a matter qf 
even gJe&ter risk than when war \VaS raging, and trade 
awl merq}mndiee moved from plaoo to place under mar
tial eaoort and proteetiOB, long teemed with ~t to 


