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INTRODUC'DION 

'I"In: ol~ject of the :~lIf~wil1g pages is not to 

(,lltt'r upon the difficult. and almost unbound

ed, field of di~cussion. tl'lativdy 'tcl the atfairs..of 

J ndia, hut rather to attract public attention to 

the p('l'i\lIus situation of our ('lIll'ire in,. that 

·41~al't< · I', with a view to the "dol'tioll of such 
• ItlCasU\'('s as 4uay appear calculated to c()nsolidnte 

its str~ll~th, and to prepare it for the eventful 

crisis ·which, at no dist~nt period, it must h~ve 
to encounter. Several of the topics here touch.! 

ed upoIr, are so ably discussed work on 

" Colonial" Policy as applicable Govern-
• me.t of' India," that tl1e Atfthor himself 

called upon to account for his hav~ni intro~:ced 
them at all. H~ can orfty say, tbat as he- con

sidered them im!dental M tlis subjeL't,' he did 



viii INT RODHC'l'IO*. 
C' t 

not think himself at libertv to avoid th~ n alto-
t f • 01. 

gether; and thllt, differing as he does "only in a 
~ 

very sli~h~ degree from ~h~ writer' alluded to, 

he shall' feel hims~lf' ~mply rewarded if any of 
'. ., fI ( { 

hI." readers, ",hQ happen not (to have perused the , 
above-named work, shall be induced to study it, 

in order to make themse~ves fully' acquainted 

with the whole systcin ~J' Indian Policy; fbI' a 

work which has strongel' claims to general at

tention, or whicft is hetter calculah'd to become 

the text-Look of all who take a special int('rest 

in th.afl'airlif of India, is nowhere to he found. 
J • 

On the sul~ject of the Freedom of the Press, 
, , 

too, the' Author has deemed it nllJ.l'cessary, in 

the presf'nt concurrence of all the liheral and 

re{'!ecting in the propriety and necessity of estab

\ishing such a principle, to add his feeble voice 

to the al"J~<;t ,general acclaim. .. No man who 

hath t.astJ( :'~l"Jling," saith Milton, j, hut will 

confes's th;~ many( way~ ' ot profiting by tJ-.ose 
( 

who, not c~ntented with stale receipts, are able 
\ . 

to manage and set forth new; positions to the 

world; add were theY ~ but liS 'the dust and rin -, 
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deI'S 0' our feet, so long as in that lfotion they 
•• • 

may . yet serve to polish and ~righten the ar-
• • 

moury of truth, even for that respect they were ., .. 
not utterly to be east hay. But it they , be 

• • • 
of those whom God Iimth fltte" for. t/te special t.d 

• 
of these times with emiQent and ample ~~, and 

those perhal~s neither among the priests nor aIllong 
• 

the ~harisees, and we, ~. t~ haste of a precipitant • 
zeal.. ~hall make no distiflction, hut resolve to stop 

their mouths, because .we fear 'th.ey come with 

new and dangerous upiniun ... , as we commonly 

fore-judge them ere we understand tiem ; wIess 

t}~n so to U~; while, thinkin~ thus to defend 

the Go:pel, 'j'<.' arc foulld th<.' persecutors! This 

1 know,- that errors in a good govcmlllcnt and 
• 

in a flad are equally al\nost. incidellt j foJ' whet . 
magistrate may not be misinformed, and muc~ 

the, sooner, if liLerty of printing be reduced into 

the- poweJ" of Ii few? Hut to redress willingly 

and. speedily what 7lati Le~ erred, add in 

highest authority to esteem a plain qd 

ment more than others ttJave done' a 
• 

bribe, is a virtue tbonoure •• I.:Jrds and CommoDI) 
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~nswerabl~ to your highest actIons, and 1 ;hen~of 
r e • . 

none can participate hut greatest aq.,d wisest 
r 

men." * To the truth of such sentiments neither 
( 

the lapse' of time no}l.' the ingenuity of man has 

Oc~~ able to' q,IlPOStt' pny ratiol'lal objections. 
( 

On :the only remainingc'Subject concerning India, . ,-

the expiration of the Company's Charter, it would 

perhaps he premature' to' l~azard any observations 

at the present moment. / That momentom: ques

tion must shortly be disch"sed; hut as yet, facts, 

and not reasoning, are principally required. Thl' 

llcl'ioilical r~('wal of this q\l('stion is consillPred 

fly some as answe1'ing the dfect which i" aimed at 

by Machlavd, when, speaking of tht'~Ilstahility of 

human institutions, he ohservcs, that" tho;;e sys

tems of gove\'mnent are best constituted, 8.l'd con

'~nu(' longest, which ('ither have establi~h:ments or 

institutions of OH'i1' own, hy the applic-ation of 

which they may be reduced to their first pl:in

ciples; or easily f~hl b)',acctdent, as it were, lilto 

sqJp'e course. that tends to such a renovation."t 

.. Areopagitica. 

t Politica1 DiliCour8e8~'e'ft!p. i. book" ,. 
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But Sydney, in )'etfsoning llpon this uassage. very 

justly 'observes, that they. W110 pr~po8ed doing this, 
• 

" ought'to havt.' cK:amined wli('ther that principle 

be good or evil; or ~q ~od, that noth\ng can be 
• 

added to it, which none evef ,a", "*.. And certain , 
it is, that in the im;tance of tlle Company's char-

t 

tel', what Ps termed the previous question, is of 

lIIu\h mo)'t' importanllf- tgan a discussion of the 

condition:,: on which th~jr lease should he renewed. 

Ruch n mass of vesh'd rights, as ~vell as of rights 

hy pn':>cription, have nOw ~rowl\ up and hlended 

tht'lIIsdves with th(' ('xistenee of the charter, that 

dIe "oice of reason stands I»-It au indtfterent 

chanCel when Oppos('d to the clamours 01' interest, 

backed py the weight of political influence. Un-
• happily, too, those who.ar'(' chiefly concerned, the 

• 
uatives of India, have r~) share in the debatte, 

exceptiqg by means of the few disinterested in(ii

virjuals who spontaneously advocate their cause; 

and of the latter, a fII,'('.f1 small portion is.in the . . • 
possession of wealth or influence: for alSe the 

wealth of an Indian hq generally Jken accumu-

• DiscOUJles 011 GOM'OlUcnt p. 40~ 
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lated by th~ operation of Indian abuses, it is but 
1 

too frequently eOlployed in continuing them. 
" -

How long. then, the present- s,stem is destined 

to continu~-how long O'.lr fellow-subjects in India 
" will 'have to ,defray: the expenses of four distinct 

.) ~ It '-.... A 

governments, or to ray an enormous surplus reve-
f n 

nue, as a contribution towards the prcfit and loss 

of their chartered I'Uler~. it i~('in vain to conjectpre; 

but whatever be the detefIp"ination on these points, 

that something may be done to ameliorate the . " 

condition of the inhabitants of our Eastern terri-

tories generally, is most eamestly to be desired, u • 
for tht honour 0(, human nature, as well as f( r 

the real interest of the Briti~h empire. , 
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REF LEe T:LU :IS S, 

CHAPTER I. 

O~ 'rHR TRRRITORIAL "h:QUI~I1'IONS OF '1'1IE ENGI.IHH 

IN H1NDOl'l'l'AN, AND THEIR I'OSITION AMONGST 

THE sOnmEJGN I'OWJ\RS OF' ASIA. 

" Memorarc posscm fjuibus in locis maxumas- hostium 
copias pOpUfllS Romalllls parv{l manu fuderit; quas 
uriJes, natura munitas, pugnando ceperit; ni ca res lon
giUS.l~OS all increpto traharet." 

THE history of the rise and progress of British 

influenc~ in Hindostan has been so frequently 
written, that in offering any observation on the . 
present situa.tion of the ~st India Company., it is • •• • 
only necessary to advert- to a few of the rvost 

prominent points of that eventful ~ord. Most 
English writers 0!l the Mairs of India, contem· 

plating with a. vellf natu~ eCimplacency the vast 
f~bric which has been raised in so distant a part 

D 
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the globe, by the enterp~ and ability of their 

countrymen, )a~e be:It led to- overlook, if not to 
undervalue, tue exploits of othu European na
tions in tke same field d exertion, and have 
E;asi~y persuaded t~e~selves to believe that none 
but English~r: co~d have aquired so extensive, 
and, arparently, so 'firmly;-rooted a dominio~The 
general impression which they thus er.deavour to 
convey, is not only inc~msi~{mt with that charac
ter for impartiality which }-.istory ought to uphold, 

but, at the present mOluent, is pregnant with the 
most mischievuus effects, as tending to bias our 
speCUlations concerning the future government of 

so interestin~ a portion of the British Empire. 
It is easy to proceed from generals to particulars, 
and to ~atisfy those ~ho are already sufficiently 
hostile to any change, that as Britaib has shown 
itself the most able, because the most succe88f~ 

candidate fo~ supreme llower in ai~an, so 
f. ", 

aer empire having been acquired under-#te os-
tensible agency of the lndia Company, that Com
pany, under a renewal of their privileges~ will be 
best able to preserve }.t. On this account, it 
would' not he without its - use, at the commence

ment of the ensuing discussions, to lay before 
the public a succinct hut impartial statement of 
the exploits of the Portuguese. Dutch, and French, 

, ( (~ I 

in the course of their several attempts to establish 
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themselves in the oontinent of lndia. .aut 88' the 
'invest~tion would invol.e not~g short of a 

eneral flistory ef all the European settlements 
in that part of the world, it is sufficieRt, perhaps, 

• • on the present occasion, to- l:ef:r to the pages of 
Di Barr~ and Rayaal, as e~lle!lt ;:orrectives .. r • our national historians; and to intimate that the -exploits amt noble conduct of Duarts Pacicco, with 
his small but intrepid bWld of heroes, in defence of • 
Joction, against the Ki.g of Cali cut ; or of Fran~ 
~isco D'Alrneida, and his gallant son Don Sorengo; 
or, abote all, of the great Alphmtso Albuquer
que at Ormus. Goa, and Malaccll, achievements 
which wert> even less honourable to }lis memory 
thj.n the title of Just, which hi~great and emi· 
nent ql!alities extorted even from his c1!emies
will not readfty meet a parallel, and certainly will 
not be ;ftrl'assed, in the highest page of the Chro
nicle 01 the East India Cbmpany. 

It is an en-or more frequently committed by 
those wh? merely record military evpnts, than by 
the writers of general history, to allow their at· -tenfion to be so entirely ~bsorhed, hy a desire to 
augment the fame of their favotrite hel'ocs, 'a~ to 
~ad them to deny that the' enemy had any qu~li. 

jes to entitle him to resptlCt; forgetting that the 

merit of success rI:es in ~~rtioB to tQe obstil
:les opposed to it by his skill :nd courage. The 

• B 2 
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contrary u this, however, apPears to be tJ1e case 
with the narrators of' the actions of Europeans in 
India. and a disposition is evwy«.rhere a~parent to 
magnifY the triumphs of (1 disciplined force over 
an ill-~ed and t~tuous rabble, into matter 

~ . 
, of. national fl:now;teand conguatulation. '" This ob-
serva\i,on does not applY,to the Portuguese, because 
their numbers were so exceedingly !4mall, as to 
render even their esc1;lpe from such overwhelming 
masses as they were opposed to, a subject of the 
greatest surprise and admiration; but, brilliant as 
their exploits undoubtedly were, and makibg every 
allowance for the national degeneracy which had 
then begun to display itself, they must cede the , 
palm of intrepidity to the Dutch, who conque"'!ed 
the conquerors, and, under the command of Jacob 
Hemskerke, Gibrand 'Warwick, Stt!phen Vanha
gen, and others, deprived them, afU~r a eshort but 
severe str~gle, of almost all the conquests and 

• influence which they had acquired in India. But, 
if not to the Portuguese, it must be admitted that 
the observation applies to a great part of the 

• military history of the English in Hindostan; and , 
ce:rtainly •. if they had "not been opposed to the 
French, in the early part of their career, the re
nown of their conqueat would have been less 

brilliant in vroporti~p .. to the illdifferent character 



THE FMGLlSH IN INDIA. 

for mi.lipu:y prowess of the only enemy 'With whom 
they would then have had t': contbd. V 

The rdd cause- 0\ our success,'" and the gene-

Sir John Malcolm, in the introduction to "hill Political 
" History of India, observes, that the fleans by which· In,)i .. .. -. 

was rendered subject to !ngland. weee, o"al~ others, the bllt 
calculated to effect that great object. "Force and power," 
he says, .. w.uld not have approached the shores of India 

without meeting with resistance; but to the unpretending 
merchant ev~ry encouragemett wls afforded," &c. This ob
servation, however, is peculiar'>, unfortunate, for no Europeans 
(even not excepting the Portuguese) ever approached India 
mOTe by the operation of for~e and power-tllan the English. 
Their first regular voyage, in 1601, after the Portuguese had 
been in possession of their extensive iufluence in India for 
more than a ccntury, was signalised by the c'!pture of one of 
ih:t nation's largest vessels. Ten yea~ after they forced an 
entrance 'in to Surat, after worsting tlie Portugues.e fieet, and 
obtained permi:sion to erect factories. The fact is, that t~e 
lenb'th lWd danger of the voyage to India placed all adven
turers -uuder the necessity af embarking in the trade ",ith 
;;hips both well armed and well manned; 'but the English, 
above all others, were attentive to fortify themselves 0': 
shore, and erect factories wherever they were able to esta
blisJl themselves; and a very few years after their Brst settle
ment at Surat, we find them jI1tering into a treaty with the 
Dutch to pay half the ex'ens~ of trle garrison of PuJlicat, 
hesides maintaining ten ships of war in the Indian .eat!. 
'fbe expenses of their factories and fortific«ioui were, in
deed, objected to al\carly as·1668, and contracts with the 
Native merchants reQ6lmmende<\.~ee Mill, voL i p. 62, 3. 
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raI peend~cy we have acqUired ilJ Ind~ does 
not reside' in aJlr Djliienal . chafacter as English,.. 
tnla,l, ~ut in the'moral and piwsjeaJ. energy wN.ch 
the arts M. civilization confer on mankind, and in 
which it (is the peculi&r distinction of Europe to 

't!yhibit a m~~ ~ntrast to~he degenerate etfe
mi~ Qf the greftter part of the Asiatic conti,.. 
Dent. Long previous to the appeanwce of the 
English on the Peninsula oX India, the inhabitants 
of that extensive region Jtad felt, and acknow
ledged. the effect of European valour and disci
pline. Our c<wntrymen .had only to repeat the 
lesson which had but lately been impressed upon 
the minds of the Natives by the hardy achieve

ments alread~ alluded to. The question as to tge 

From the tlrst the English had showll themselves if.ore thau , 
a match for the Portuguesc,-anu from the Dutch they were 
fortunately relieved, ill a great mea~ure, by the s,tpel'ior im

portance which their formidabl\,) rivals attached to the spice 

trade of the InUian Archipelago; whilat the French, who 

~ppea.red upon the stage wheu our co~ymert, had already 

btlcome firmly settled, and, besiups obtaining ~ cession of 

Bombay, had distinguished themselves against the Mahrattas 

-set the firlt example of ~spiring to political influence, 

grounded upon cessioLs of ~rritbry from the Mogul Em
perot. In short, the very reverse of Sir John MalcOlm'. 

obaervation ap;>eati\ to hold good, a.nd the English may be 

.aid to owe their success to' Uleir lIot having approached 

India as uDpretending ~r@,Qants, but <til warlike adventurers, 
aided by force and, power. 
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competency of a~ Ifldian army to cope. with even 
a vastly inferior force of J1tsciplioed Europeans, 

was already settl~. After the firft encounter this • 
could never, indeed, .have been for.8 moment 
doubtful; and, at the pre~nt day, it mAy be as

serted, without fest of contrldi"tiOll, that no~" 
withstanding the long iJlterco'tft.se ~hich the pe0-

ple of the .East.ern world, whether under Aritish 
influence Of not, have had with the English, and 

• with other Europeans.ana notwithstanding the 
numerous opportunities 'which they have had of 
profiting by the examples placelj before them. 
there is not a nation from Persia to China, that 
could oppose greater obstacles to the progress of 
an European army, than were eXl'cl'it!llccd in the . . 
early period of our reign, when -aencral Goddard . -

marched acrll/ss the Peninsula. 
The itruggle for supremacy, then, was not in 

• reality a stmggle betwean Europeans and Natives, 
but betw(~en European rivals among!.\ themselves; 

• and from the iustant the command of the ocean 
was obtained by the British, that stl'Ugglt; was at 
an ·cnd. Dupleixt Bussy, and Suffrcin, did much 
to retard the event; ~utt.s to.: main contest be
tween England and Fra'nce was decided in .Eu
rope, thO$e eminent mel' did but .,mnly strive 
against events which were totally beyond their 
control. Their e~orts, itf<&&J, rather'tended .00 
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the adV8Iltage of the English" Company,· f~r itt1vas 
., policy ado¢ed bt Dupleix. that first sugges~ 
<t1urt. wide dep8.rture from th.e mercantile charac
ter, which, f'ventually plaCQd us in the position we 
now ocCupy amongst <the powers of India. The 
; appointment' ot th'm able mali to the Soubahdarry 
of th~ Carnatic, by Salabut Jung, in 1755, and the 
cession which his equally distingui~ed colleague} 
Bussy, obtained frQm the same Prince, of a part 
of the Northern Circars, fur the French Company, 
were the prelude and pretence for the English 
India Compan¥'s soliciting the title of Dewan of 
Bengal. Indeed, if the course of European po
litics had not taught the French commanders 
rathe~ to indulge their feelings of national rivalry, 

~ , 
than to attend to the prudent line of conduct 
which their relative position ill IllJia o"'ught to 
have suggested, they would proba.bly have. avoided 
coming into direct colli !'lion with their powerful 
competitors;- in which case, they would have pre
served an influence in India, which even our 
great maritime resources might not have enabled 
us ealSily to destroy. Under this supposition, 
what- the result..night, ha're been if the French 
baa retained Sw'at, and directed all their efforts 
to advance'in the line ,of the N erbudda, or even 
the Indus, would be a curipus, thougb OOW, a 
fruitless speculation: t " 
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But, whate\'er miiht have been ~ event, if 
the decisive struggle had hiler. delkred until the 
,rival Cotftpanies.nap been more· nearly, on an 
equality as to their available resour~, no man 
can doubt that the conqueror was destin~ to be 
Lord of the Indian~orld. I, Uttt-discovery ~ 
a passage round the C~pe ot Good Ho~ the 
weakest, and 'most effeminate portion of the globe, 

was, in a manner, laid ~pen to..the attac~ks of the 
strongest and most entE»'pri~ing. The exploits of 
the Greek mercenaries, the Macedonian conquest, 
and even the comparatively feeble. inroads of the 
Romans in the decline of the Empire, had never 
failed to evince the effect of military discipline, 
w~en fairly brought to hear, on tl1e copntlcss 
array of an Asiatic force; and 1f this is 1ll;denia
ble as an higtorical fact, relatively to that portion 
of the.Eastern World. which, being in immediate 
contat:t with the \Veste\'n, was likely to have im
bibed some share of its warlike character and • 
principles of organization, how,much morc certain 

is it, that the same effect could not but follow in 
a quarter, the remateness of which from any such 
source of improvemeftt c~nspi~d, with an enerva
ting climate, to render its inhabitants both mcblly 
and physically an easy i'rey to the ~rst invacler. 
Accordingly, we- find that the conflict between 
civilization and :emi-bar6:'&m; bet~'en the de-
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generacy fiAitendant llpoD vicious institutioDSt and 

the spirit of -en~f:Pr_ resulting from freedoUl and 
intellectual energy, was n~ve~ for an instant 
doubtful. , The same tide,pf success by which the 
progt'esS of the Spaniards was characterised in 
'·~erica. call'~ oorward thf' British in their COD-

( 

quest .of Hindostan; and if, in either case. th. 
tide ~med for a moment to be '1nt,errupted, .it 
was only when the confidence or arroga,nce 'of~ 
"ictar induced him to rely too much on his cou
rage or good fortune; in short, to despise every 
indication of H warlike spidt on the part of his 
opponents. 

With such a prey, then, within their grasp-so 

rich in attraction-so powerless to defend itseU::-.. , 
it is evident that there was no conceivable limit 
to the carecl' of our countrymen, hut in the re

straints which th(' great council of tll'~ nation 
might see fit to impose upon them. The waut of 

,the necessary funds, which, at. fil'st sight, promised 
to become a barrier to their advance, became, in 
fact, the principal inducement to their aggres
sions, and, o{''Casionally, furnished them with the 
means of extending th~In . ., So many petty usur

pati:ms had started up, when the Mogul Empire 
was dismelhbered, that ( the British, who made 
their appearance at that crisi$ of i.Qtrigue and rival
ry, not only found.every facility in comp8llSing 



TKB.£JiLrLltiH IN liNDIA. 11 

their own more legit.imate earls, but We{e tempted 
by many an Indian DivitW:us ta 1Rl8h fOrward 
their invt'llcible ~s, and to iilterfere in the 
politics of the rountry,J>y th~ splendid oW.era Df 
remuneration which the tlaitors were . eJfabled to 
hold out, by interccjting the Irov.in,&al treasu. 
on their passage to the capiW.· It amnot he de .. • nied that i~ ~uired an arduous exertion of sell'-
denial to decline opportpnities. at once SG tempting 
in point of immediat~ pr~fit, and attended, in 
reality, with so little risk: in this sense it is no 
doubt true, that the first advance Qf the English, 
from their severnl factories, was decisive of their 
future conduct, and the position in which they 
fopnd themselves was, certainly, little calculated 
to encoprage the adoption of any sys~m of'policy, 
founded UpOR a just and equitable estimate of the 
claims !>f the various powers with whom they were 
thus ~uddenly brought in contact. 

If the hope of gain, however,· tempted the • 
agents of the Company to embroil themselves 
with the Native Powers, their profusion and im
pl",~dence did not fail to involve them, shortly 
after, in the greate!t ~ancial difficultie~. An 
inordinate thirst for commercial profit charac .. 
terised them as merch'UltBt aQd an -eager desire 
to sileDce the scruples and reproaches of the howe 
authorities~ by exhibiting a \Bow of reveollf: as -.0 
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excuse for, their political enterprises; was the' fine 
of, policy Bubset}uen~,. pursued. At first they 
merely stipulated with their. Indian' aIlles for an 
exemption from duty on their merchandize; but 
afterwar~s, when they began to mix more inti
'Jpately in tlttt mt~es of thr petty chiefs around 
them, they becam~ willing accomplices whenever 

t • 

the prospect of adequate advantage was held 
forth; and point d' arpen( point de Suisse, would 
then have been a much .more appropriate motto 
than the imposing one since adopted, without, it 
is to be hoped,.thc sanction of the British Senate. 
It had been well, indeed, if the possession of 
wealth had been their only ambition; but when 
the immense hoards of treasure, accumulated ood 

• 
plundered throughout the Empire, were .entirely 
exhaustea in the payment of their hE'.lvy demands. 
the animosity and ambition of the Nath'~ Chiefs 

• still remaining unappeased, a convenient substi-
,tute was fouiId in land, and a district, yielding a 

certain revenue, became, in most cases, the stipu
lation agreed upon. But as it is a much easier 
task to cede territory th:n to give quiet possession 
of it,-~to estimate the aIPoutt of revenue, than to 
poitk out how that revenue is to be collected, the 
territorial a\:quisitions af the Company ahnost 
ilWariably brought with them the necessity for 

, ... & , • 

expelling some occupant, whose title was; riot 
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uufrequently, more ~alid . than that of J.he power 
assuming to be paramount, .. tid of tburtheDmg the 
unhappy "opulatlPD. with taxes. m addition to 
those which had alrelijly reduced them to the 
greatest, poverty. 

Nor were these ~e only .'n\:vlr~ments iv . ' 
which the foreign transactions or the Company in-. . 
volved theIn. . "The several Presidencies of Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay, acting, upon views of local • expediency, or of appar91t commercial advantage, 
were sometimes in direct opposition to each other, 
and always exhibited, to the natioJ1,'i of Hindostan, 
the spectacle of a people actuated by every im
pulse of pecuniary or political covetousness. Thus 
at. Bombay, a league with the M~rattas, the 
enemies of the Mogul, for the ·protection of our 
trade agains .. Angria the pirate, -and with the 
Mogul authorities themselves against the Mah-

• 
rattas,!....signalized the commencement of our ca-
reer in that part of India; and the violation of the 

• 
treaty of Poorundur, and the disavowal of the 
convention of Wargaum, soon followed. Thus 
the Company offered its assistance alternately t~ 
those who rebelled ag!l.insf their lawful sov6eigo, 
and to that sovereign himself, just as its int8retJ,t 

at the moment happened.to prompt :..Lwitness the 
deposition. of . Surajah-ul-Dowlah and of· Meer 
Jaffier,-the alliance with'tt~ Mogul agmnst Cos-
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sUe A.Ill,-the deposition- Qf the latter, ,..ad the 
c 

restoration of ~ laffieI', after the latter bad 
been stigmatidd by them as. 8'Q a.varici.:Olj$ ruler •. 
whose, chief officerg sougly. only to enrich them. 
selves by the plunder Of the people. who ,l'md' I'JC. 

c:as:Wned 8 '~cifrc and dea&1e5S of ~~ions in 
his oountry by ,the heavy and exorbitant taXes 

b 

which he had levied. ana whose condu~ in abort, 
made him the dread and detestation of all good 
men. and called alou<1 fOE a change of system :
witnesfl their subsequent opposition to the Mogui 
himself, till bought off by a promise of the cession 
of Oude, then ruled by Surajah-ul-Dowlah, who 
himself, however, shortly after purchased their 
alliance for ~fty lacs of rupees, and availed hiJh!lelf 

If 

of their aid to crush the Rohillas, wit~out the 
shadow of a reason beyond the '~ed hate and 
loathing' which he bore the posterity of- ~li Mo
hammed, the principal founder of. their clan, and 
the personal' enemy of his father :-witness, also, 
their disgusting arrogance and injustice towards 
Mahomed AU, Nabob of the Cllrnatic, who had 
.evinced his gratitude for their support, in ,fixing 
him i'n his dignity, by ~on6i.buting the treasures 
left' him by his father, his own large resources, 
and all that he could raise upon credit, as a fund 
to meet t~e expenses _of the 1Vru: with the French, 
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as w~l' $S fOt' the te-tMablisbment of thF ruined 

faCtoriee ill Bengal,..-....condllat ~hlc~ left an inde
~ible stain,-oot 0111, 011 the reputation of the Com
panYt hilt on that of tb~ British nation, by whom 
the. righ$s of the Nabob bid been unequtvocaUy 

and soled-Iy acknow~dged in ~e peaty of Pa~ 
in 1763. Thus, too, on the d'oromandel coaSt, • national rivalry wa."l the Occasion and ex-cuse for 
the agents of the ComPtny endeavouring to ruin 
the French interest at· th, Native Courts, by their 
intrigues; and the cession of the Northern Cir
cars, in 1765, was the fruit of this llOlicy; whilst 
at Calcutta, a thirst for (l()minion and pecuniary 

profit obtained Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, about 
the. same time, under a promise of tHe paymeut 
of twenty-six lacs of rupees annually to the Mo
gul, which trilJute, though exceedingly small when 
compared. with the revenues of those provinces • 

• 
was withheld, in less than eight years, under the 
pretext that the unfortunate Monarch, who it 
was notorious was not master of his own actions, 
had broken his agreement with the Company, by 
consenting to reside in the capital of his Empire, 
un~ the protection df t~ Mdbrattas. And w,. 
conclude, when Sir John Lindsay. ami after~a'ds. 
Sir Robert llarlaod, were. sent out fr8m Europe 
as commissiouets and plenipotentiaries. to ensl1I'e 
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the ;eXOO1\iion of the .treatyM Paris, to which our 
'ally, Mahometi' Ali/a.. well as 8alabut Jung, &u
bahdar of the Deccan, were 1n lOme musure con
sidered as parties, their ,presence was fou,8d so 
inconvehient by the Council of Madras, t.t every 

~ble ob~ru.~ti:"l was thr,wn in theihay, and 
• I 

then: recall earnestly, and, to the disgrace of the 
natian, successfully rec~mmended. The selection 

of those individuals doe~ not indeed appear to 
have been a happy' o~; but much allowance 

should be made for them, in consequence of the 
various and eyen impracticable engagements with 

the Native Powers, with which the Company's 
Government had embarrassed itself :-they deter
mined to cut the knot which it was so difficult- to 

• 
untie; but in so doing, they ran the risk of com-

mitting even a greater injustice thin ~hat which 

they desired to correct. Placed in a do~el situa
tion, with extensive but imperfectly defined pow
ers, the C~mmissioncrs were ~robably inclined, 
like the ~upreme Court of Judicature on its first 
estaulishment in Bengal, to interfere too much in 
the ordinary administr,tion of the Provinces; but 
their' presence, under mo~ precise regulations, if 
th~y had lJeen men of greater ability and expe
rienc~, would 'still har&been eminently useful, as 

a check upon tho~ l'r~ingj' of the Company's 
Government. which so frequently entailed the 
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deepest disgrace upon the national ~haracter 

The experiment might stiU 'be IdIlde with every 
prospect (f{ advan\a~. 

B¥t whatever may have been the injury done 
to oW" ,-tional character, it cannot be deIfied that. 
it is to allkteady adh..-ence to tf'e .ystem of poll.. 
tical barter just described, that the Compan)~ owes 
its extensiV8 teITitones. Nothing was done with
out an equivalent. either in money, OJ' in land, • • 
rated at an annual revepue greatly exceeding the 
interest of the outlay attending its acquisition; 
and it is susceptible of proof, that. if commercial 
had not been hlended with political transactions, 

Hyder Ali is said to have declared that peace with the 

English was indifferent to him, since th~y had shown them

selves totally un:orthy of confidence. The splendid passage 

in Burke's Speech on the Nabob of Areot's Dehts, !8th Feb. 

1785, is IIIclhmown:-" When at length Hyder Ali found 
that he had to do with men who either would sign no COll-

• vention, or whom no treaty and no signature could bind, Ilnd 

who were the dewrmined enemies of human iutercourse it_ 
self, he decreed to make the country, possessed by these 
incorrigible and pred~tinated criminals, a memorable ell:

ample to mankind. He resolvtW, in the gloomy reeetSea of 

• . - h • a mind capacious of such things, to leave the 11' ole Car-
natic an everlasting monument of vengeance, and to·put 

perpetual desolation as a banier between b~ and thO\le 
against wbom the faith which holds the moral e'lements of 

the world .together walno protectilm" 
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the BritiS\l power in India would now exhibit the 
singular specta<lle, of i governUlent continually:. 
WW', and yet Mtally free from public dab~. The 

r 

statements published by M,f. Rickards have cJ,~rly 

shown, that whilst the-utmost prosperity Iltte~ed 
~~e Compauy, ,cv~ in ,its ~ost unjustifiitble ag
gressions upon t~ neighbouring States, its trade 

f 

was so improvidently conducted as jO threaten 
absolute bankruptcy-a crisis which seems only 
to have been averted 'by ~e appropriation of ter
ritorial revenue to the amount of a million ster
ling per Ilnnuu}. or, in other wonts, the imposition 
of a tax to that amount upon t1~ir Indian sub
jects. The whole of the dividends paid to pro
prietors of J odia stock for a period of seventeen .. 
years, prior to the last Tmewal of the Company's 
charter, may, indeed, be said to h~vc bt'en fur. 

nished hy money extorted from the ~~_ of Hin
dostan, by a system of the most oppressive taxa-

< ti':l!LJ>!,~bably ever illtlieted 11I)O~i,,aIlY coun~~y in 
the world-a tllxatioil so heavy, and so directly 
tending to the impoverishment of the wretched 
inhabitants, as to cause a doubt in the minds of 
reflecting men whdht'f we ',ire not called upon. in 
justlce and in mercy, to relinquish altogether the 
possession Qf a country, ~he Government of.which 
is so much more expensive than its actual re-
sources are able to b1.~pport. G 
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But ihdependem of political considc;atlou, the 
difficulties nttending the .b\ndm1ment.of terri
tory, particularly aftfJ' it has been' for any consi
detTat.de period under nUt sway, are more than 
sufficien. to -outweigh the -humane rnoth~es upon 
which such a measu~ might Ie iU~!'itL-'4. T.· 
whom~ in fact, ·are we to restOl'e such conq'lests? 
If the authorities from whom we wrested them, 
we should merely reliE)ve the inhabitants from 
one set of usurpers, to d~ive~ them into the hands 
of a worse; with the aggTUvation, too, of the lat
ter being both exasperated and illlpoverished in 
consequence of those changes which they 'believe 
the English to have heen principally instrumental 
in _ bringing about. There is not,' perhaps, a 

• square mile of territory, from Cape Comonn to 
the HimalaYAh mountains, that had not for very 
conside~able periods lwen subject, under some 
form or otber, directly or indirectly, to foreign 

• dynasties or usurpers; and it was but in compa 

ratively few instances, that the dismemberment 
of the Mogul empire gave the actual possessors a 
more valid claim, thah that acquired by the Com
pany in the comsc 01 th~ir n~gotiations of 'con
quests. The reproach of the Company is no!m 
its having appropriated a,.<; large a stare of the 
spoil as it could secure, by treaty, or by furce elf 
arms, after it had declared it:e'f a political compe-

c 2 
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titer; bu\- in haying associated itd with ·mis
creants . and tfaitorl, and. by alternately employ .. 
iog meanness (and arroganqe,« open im:e, and, 
treacherous iDtrigue, having effected its guilty 
purpose!' T~ talk, tHen, of restormg possessions 
p~d udder s~h ci~ances, is to inculcate 
at ~ a very qUestionable morality, and toad· 
vtreate the opinion, that provided OUl: conscience 
be quieted by such a IJileasnre, the subsequent 
fate of the helpless nativl;'s need not give us the 
slightest uneasiness. We have seen, however, too 
many instanct's of the C()nseqnence of such a 
step; and a scene is now acting all the batiks of 
the Irrawaddy, which should for ever bUli&h all 
thoughts or adopting a line of conduct, wh\ch. 
under the guise 'of magnanimity, is in reality an 
act of the basest and most cruel d"ertion. It is 
well known, that the inhabitants of Pegue were 
encouraged to afford their assistance to the Bri
tish army, oy the proclamation published by Sir 
A. Campbell, in which he exhorts them, by every 
promise that could be supposed to tempt that na
t.ion, to revolt against such an iron sway as that of 
the Burmese. "(bnp&,"tays the British Com· 
fnaQJder, "your condition with the comfort· and 
~appiness llf the poor (.maritime provinces, viz. 
~ergui, Yeah, Tavoy, and Martaban~ D&W under 
t~ protA!ction of th'e English' flag; follow tbejr 
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example to enjoy their blessings~ by pla~ yObJ' .. 
selves under my protection.;. ft is .-duty you-,owe 
to yoW' aged and .i.n1p:m parent~ to your female, 
relatives, your wives antl cbildren."-On being .. 
sured that this proclamatio.rreally emanatM f(OJll. 
authority, for they ieputed o...te ~f 4their"hi. 
expressly to make the inquiry: the major .part 
of them CaIlle over to tlbe British Army, many ()f 
them bringing their arm~ with them; (Qld during 
the remainder of the wir co-operated with our 
forces. Yet. after having thus, upon the faith of 
our promises. incurred the deepest .resentment of 
their unforgiviijg foes, the Burmese, they were 
again delivered over to the tender mercies of the 
Lord of the 'White Elephant, with merely the 
hollow provision in their favour. contained in the 
sixth article eM the treaty of peace, that ., no 
person whatever, whether native or foreigner, is 

• 
hereafter to be molested ·byeither party, on ac-
count of the part which he may have taken, or 
have been compelled to take, in the present war." 
The sequel is known to everybody who has found 
leisure to devote a few moments' attention to 
what passes in so rettJ.otl' a part of the globe. 
Those who escaped the sword feI}. by the bUds 
of the executioner, uoles, they avertEd their fate 
by the pa1ment I~of such heavy fines as rM1l,1;e(i 

them to.a Il188S of -abject an!· powerless' slaves-
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t'htIBselv.~ and all they Bold dear kept, as the fiItal 
proclamation dellc¥i~ tUm, "~ eonstaut terrw 
01 their lives,' and, like wiI4 beub, fl~em.ing 
jo.Dgles." And such, douPtless, .""uld ~Ue lot 
of the mhabitants of (India, genemUy, wheaev« 

, jUly c:ensidetal»e ~iOD of tPe territ01'f sho1lld -be 
aban~oned by the British aUthorities." The Ma
hometan, assisted by crowds of Arab <meJ'cemaries 
-the Sea-the Nepau1ese~the Mahratta, and , . 
ev.en the Burmese~ woul~ carve, eacb for himself, 
IlD empire over the less energetic inbabitants of 
the peninsula~ The gl'eater, as well as most 
fruitful portion of India, bounded as it is by na
tions which arc robust and warlike, in comps-ri
SOD with toe inhabitants of the plains, is ullfit(for 

The abandonment of' thc Rujhpoot states in '.~~·'in 
consequence of the line of policy imposect:~pon I..tnd ~rll
wallis, and his successor Sir George Barlow, it is well kROWll, 
con&igned that unfortunate $Ce to the avarice aUd ex~n 
of the Mahratt~s, and their ally Arnir Khan; and it is wo~
t4y of remark, that when those states were again taken 
under the protection of the Britisll Government, it was 
only on <-'Ondition of the greater part of them payillg to the 
Cum,any the same trihuwa, in fact, that had been exacted 

b.y tlll>' Mahrattas. ~ie, idttCcdt W~8 stated to he in retur.LI 
fur .?Olitical protection, and military defence. bll~ the whole 
of .the Mahr,tta pbwers having been completely prostrated 
I~y tile masterly operations fOf Lord HastintS in 1818, that 
proteetiol1 ,and defence were no lOI~trer n~e5sary to their . ( (' 

security. 
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the ecUhlishment .of a gov.eMlJUeut co\,poaedien~ 
tirely of Datives :-.-like the la&se bt the fable. --tbey 
are incapable of -putting forth their best speed, in 
the race of civilization. without the a~sistance Of 
a rider to animate their exlrtiOllS. and dirkt their 
course, : When s\lCClSsfWly de'en~~ it has ~ • ways been by foreigners-witness the numerous • Patan dynrulties by whom Bengal and Behar were 
so long maintained in independence. al¥l w 110 not 

• • 
only repulsed all attempts to subdue thcm, but 
even. carried their arms beyond the Inm1s, and 
conquered Cabul and Candahar. 

The natives.of the plains. indeed, appear to be 
fi() jnsensiWe to that regard for the dignity of hu
m\fl nature, by which combinations 'for self-de
fence, and public institutions of all kinds, are en
couraged,-tit(:y are as a body so deficient in that 
feeling .of ~.utual confidellce, upon wbich the 
power of self~gm'ernment must depeQd, that it 
is quite impOssible to believe them cilpable of de-

I 

fending themselves against the encroachlIlcnts of 
their neighbours, in the event af the administra
tion of tbe country being committed to t.hei,r conT 
trOl . . If such a step \fere'\ake., they would. very 
s~)y invoke the assistance of their late ~n, 
and the gRNJl8 of tbe lIindoos wou!}, p1aOO US 

under the ueoossity either of euta.l)~ ~l~~. 
once again in the politics 3, the C(}uQtrv"Qf of 
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~r the oppression of our former -ftects, 
under the cons'ciousIi~ that our oWn· government 
had done its 'utmost to iDq1pacitate them from 
making any resistance. 

On these principles, "the resignation of any part 
t1f the.lndiEhl tlmi~ry woru.i be inconsistent with 
justi~ or even with sound policy, for io the event. 
of a portion only being given up, its. quick sub
jugation, by the most pO"ferful of its neighbours, 
would only protract 'for,.a little the period when 
we should have to stnlgg1e for our own safety, 
and enter onc~ more upon the areoa of political 
contention. The expediency of such a stcp~ 

though at all times furnishing an alluring topic 
of declamation, is applicable, if at all, ,only" to 
such recent acq,rlsitions, as, baving beeiti~ted 
from organised governments, all4- not .always 

'f" 
upon principles of self~defence~ or under an ex-
pressed or implied obligation to protect them 
against former usurpers, do not involve either a 
national breach of faith, or such a sudden change 
in the settled state of society, as would occasion 
inconvenience, if not ruin. to the majority of the 
community. 
~he fact indeed seems tAl be, that in a country so 

unsettled a's India was 8t the time of the English 
appeari~ in it,-in a country, too, so remarkaMy 
deficient in that pu'bllc spirit and character to. be 
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acquUr.ed by civilization alone~ it . was verr.dilIi~ 
for the East Inttia CompanY' tel mailttaia a statioo
ary ·positiOll. A OOl'tfin degree of· influea<:e. and 
a small extent of ind~ndent territory ~ were» 
solutely necessary for its lafety; and hati these 
been secured upon • modera~ ~. it might •. 
always have commanded advantages sufficieptto 
preclude an)' apprehension of its being ()ver8wed 
by a native force; and the benefits of commeree • 
being reciprocal, the sUl1llus produce of the coun-
try would not have failed, in that case, to find its 
way into the English factories. .To have con
stantly declined advancing, however, when allure.. 
ments to ambition were everywhere held out,.waa. 
In<ie than could have been expected from a go
vernment administered by so many individuals 
of various talents and character, and by men 

;'f 

whose distance from the. Mother Country almost 
• 

entirely relieved them froat"iresponsibility. When 
fairly committed in the. great struggle for inde
pendence and power, no· matter whether by the 
incapacity. or the rashness of colleagues,· the diffi.. 
culty of preserving a strict nentrality, without.. ~ 
compromise of the rmtio!al dignity, (a quality~ 
alas! at once so palpable and so evanescent _ to 
invite and· yet to elude. the attemp!t of .every 
" brief. authority" to deJine it) was eoha~ ia 
proportion totbe numbers of '-II ranks or nativ~ 
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• volqnmily resided under their protecti9A<: 
F"'it lllUSt tiot~~oncealed, that although the 
S\l~ts of the Cosnpany ~v.e great· reason . te 

oompJ:ain of the avaricioUl' and· oppressive nature 
of its go~ernment., ytlt it is stiH, ill' most of its 

. ieatures, vet)z ..su~r to tDY otller which they. 

ooul4 hope to enjoy bJ a change of masters. If 
it· were otherwise, it wOllld indeed be disgraceful 
to human nature; but, nevertheless, it should not 
be ibrgotten, that our ~t1 is not restricted to 
giving the country a better government than it 
could expect under native rulers-we should give 
it the best, which, tmder all circumstances, it is 
capable of enjoying. 

~n despite, then, of the feeling of i~~ion 
which every h~Dest mind must experience, on 
perusing a detail of the unwoI'thy:~~and often cri. 
minaI, means by which the East India Company 
have attained possesstOn of' their vast domain~. 

,it is imposSible, without doing a still greatel' 
wrong. to COUDS(>l any other atonement * for the 
wrong already committed, than that which a just 
and liberal system of ~vernment will afford. If 
we CQl) give peai..'e, liappmess, and secur.ity to 

.. The exptt.lieucy of relinquislUng Qur conque&ts in India. 
will, to most people. appew' t. the highest degree extrav~
gaol, evell if it were l)<lsflbl€ to draV' a line between what 
('ould be called the old, and the new acquisitions of the 
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thQse realms,-if we mn rescue them from.the 8. 
of·degradation into which ~fbav~boon ,plUDged. 

DO less by Jtatural th~ by moral causes-by their 
effeminacy, as well as ~y their vices,-and if we 
can raise them to the rank fK a free and.1UI indus
trious people, then, iUd then o~ll> will our do.. • • minion have been a blessing; in every other ~iDt 
of view it must be looked upon only as the means 
of perpetuating the miseV of a wretched popula~ 
tion of nearly a hundred fUillions, and of entailing 
a heavy and indelible disgrace upon the British 
name. 

Company. In the wIde field of Indian speCUlation. how~ 
ever, there are Ilut wanting those who do coullSel such a 
lllca1lure.-In codon IJratv, b()s hcrbam q1Ja:rit, l:anis l~PlJre'lll. 

('ironia lacatUnl.-A few WOltlS therefore, on the point in 
'Iuestioll, it was.~ught, would/not be deemed irrelevant. 
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<1HAPTE'R II. 

ON THE DANGER TO WHICH BRLTISH INDIA 

IS EXPOSED FROM INVASION. 

" La vostra. Domiminza e color d' erba 
Che viene, eva, e quei Ia discolora 
Per ~ui eU' esce della terra acerba:' 

'rHE view just taken of the nature of our 
Indian empire, suggests these two important . in
quiries.~ What 'Me the dangers to which Hindos

tan is exposed in the event of ~~g invaded 
by a powerful enemy capable of . ~ . a British 
army in the field? -. What degret,. 01' attach. 
ment can the Natives be supposed to bear to our 
name and government? Upon the first of these 
points, a few observations will forOl the subject of 
the present chapter. 

Tl?-e most careJt;ss re".tdel'. of Indian history can
no~ have failed to observe, that every Aiiatic 
peopJe, with whom the British forces have come 
into contact, have shown themselves unable to 
resist the";European c;ystem of 'War and discipline. 
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Yet past exploits, and the transactions under ~e 
administrations of Lords WeHesley an~ Minto, • 
were not .r themselv:es sufficiently decisive upon 
this head, to convince . those who had taken a 
superficial view of the cause! of our 8ucceSB; and 
the then impending conflict wit! Nejlaul, which 

.~ •• I 

may be said to have been bequeathed as a state 
legacy to LOld Hastings, was by many coqsiJered 
to ~ the e.ryerimentum crucis of the military cha
racter of the Indian go:ermllent. So, indeed, it 
proved to be, as far as tactics and discipline were 
concerned; for it was by our super!0rity on those 
points alone th1\t the struggle was decided in our 
favour. The Nepaulese were superior in physical 
stre.ngth, if not in personal courage, to the greater 
part of our troops; they had nflmbers at their 
command, an~ their country abounded in natural 
obstacles and defensive positions; yet by the effect 

• of comprehensive militarY'jarrangement, assisted 
by good discipline, were all these advantages set 
at nought, and the war, so formidable in its first 
aspect, brought to a successful termination in two 
short campaigns. Still, althodgh the splendid 
government of Lord Ha8t~gs Il4ihieved this great 
and important triumph;which, in addition to t~ 
masterly operations whic~ his Lordsh~directed 
against the M.ahrattas and ·Pindarries, appeared to 
place the CompanY's territorh in a state ()f per-
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~ent !ecurity, there yet yemaiBed one utemy 
'.;t. f 

..tib whom tkc tbdu,-n anny bad nm measured its 
~gth; and asLotd Min,to had left.c.the war -m 

N~p811ll t& him. so Lord fIastings lett that of All. 
to hiS< successor. 10 the event, however; the 
Burmese Proved'to be evey. less fmmidable than 

• I' 

any antagonist whom the British had bitherw 
I 

~ tempted to meet in the field ; ;1llld the dis-
memberment of their empire. together wit" the , 
establishment of lniIita'l stations in Cachar, Arra-
carJ, and on the borders of Pegue,eifectually put 
it out of the\l" power to molest the Bengal go
vernment in future, even if thEfir contemptible 
cht.'ractcr, in a military point of view, did not 
render the occurrence of such a contingency c;,om. 
para'tively unim'i>ortllnt. Thus, while the interior 

of India is potirely under , Briti~b influence or 
authority, the whole f1'OJltier of that "ast tract is 
tenanted by states, .h not only hav; felt the 

weight of dut arms,'but which have been com

pelled to admit resident officers at their courts, 
or iRthcir intrnediatc vicinity, to watch over and 
report upon their conduct. The Seiks, who wit· 
ne!SM the operations Mtbe British ann,- in 1805, 
sm1 bQ\1e since acknowledged oU'r 'infiuence, f0rm 
no In&'terii\ ext,(>ption t9 this general arrangement. 

Whether it be in consequence &f the iD"fiaenc:e 
of cliWlatc, or of il6pcrf(~t soCial lRStitutions. or, 
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as is more probable, of both, it~. observfble ~t 
the Asiatic nations have sho\\>1i' t1IIemselves tess • 
susceptibleeof 'consistent and sustained c'XerUons 
of warlike ,skill, in prpportion as the CGUntry 
which they inhabit approadles towards die tro

pics. The sun, whichJmparts i;lfif!! 8I1d vivacity 
to them,' seems to deny tbem the exercise ,of 

• judgment and discretion. Even the natural ad-
vantages of a strong country appear to form no -exceptiou to the truth of this remark ; and whilst 
the mountaineers of Nepaul excel the inhabitants 
of the hilly regions of Southern I npia. including 
Ceylon, the latter made a much firmer stand 
against the Moguls and the English, than the 
trih;s established in the fastnesses of Java have 
shown themselves capable of in -their resistance 
to the Dutch.*. Many of the nations now allnded 
to had acquired considerable knowledge in the 
arts of w~r nod govermrt.; the Nepaulese and 
Burmese had subjugated several I'reighhouring 
states and provinces; but the latter, in paTticniar, 

By recent ad vices, however, it wo~d appear that tIlt' 

extremely weak state of the European ~tablishmcnts of the 

Dutch in Jaw, has at leobth t'mptea the Tl8tivoo 0' {hut 
island to rile and mil)ul strenuous ciforts to ceeover "heirJ~
dependence. If the character here given of tJIle Southern 
Asiatics does not operate -to the 8i.sadvautage of the JaV'lWcst', 
we may shortly hea\' ofJhe Dutch heiDg totullye¥Jlelkod the 
isl:1M. 
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~ p~rsuing the career of conquest with, .,rea 

m'lrkable spirit fur oa series of years, had appa
rently become contented with what they had 
acquired, and, without #,cvincing any genius for 
impfQ~ement, had dbteriorated in the stupid ty. 
ranny of' ~e(ir \iomestic &ovcrnment, in propor
tion as they had ~laxed from the energy of their 
fore1gn policy. It seems, indeed, to.. be a Jaw of 
nature, that nothing in the history of mankind 

t ' 

shall be ,stationary: to cease t.o advance in the 
cnre::er of improvement, is to retrograde; and thus 
we invariahly' find, that tlle half-civilized portions 
of the globe, when no longer act~ upon by their 
first impul~, hecome alike the prey either of the 
civilized portion, on the one hand, or of the com
pkte barbarian (on the other. Thus the half~ivi
lized states of China, l)ersiu, a"1d Hindostan, 
showed themselves as unable to resist the barba
rian Tartar tribes, alllJac Asiatics of modern times 
have been ttl withstand the attacks of European 
invaders; whilst the Tartar conquerors, in their 
turn, when they came to part.ake of the halfaeivi
lized character of the conquered, evinced them
selv(.ls utterly inoom~ent to withstand the dis
cipline and organized institutions of Great Britain 
and Russi!. 

The same reasoning, wh,kh is applicaWe to, the 
English in their pklsent attitude as an Asiatic 
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power, is "equally so to Russia; with ~s c*i
det.atlon, indeed, whichgl'leS ad<ftiiona! fol'C€ to 
it, that tfIe latter is in a manner compelled; by 
her natural position, to that colUsion with~ the 
weaker stat~s, which the· formel'. has t~ave~d . , 

balf ,the globe to pwwoke. 4t is.e~dent, ho~ 

ever, that the same train' of' consequences WIlSt. in 
both cases -attend upon the conDict betvrcen a 
people rapidly advanciqg in civiHzation, and one, 

if not in the act of retrograding, certainly almost 
stationary; and that, in proport.ion as the southcm' 
provinces of the Russian empire }It'Ofit by the at
tention which. is hestowed npon them by the 

/ govermr.ent, the Autocrat o~ the North will be 
aSSj,iled by ttl£' same temptatiolls to aggrandize 
himself at the expensl' of his semi-barbarous 
neighbours, ,fhich the East India Company's 

agents ,~erc unable to IJ~~ist in their progress 
towards the conquest of ~ostall. Nor are -the 
facilities which the Russians enjoy 1<:1' the pl'Ose
eution of such enterprises, at all inferior to those 
which their superior maritime strength conferred 
upon the English. The. water-communication 
hetween the Baltic and the C~pian is com"plete 
and uninteITupted: from St. PeterSlmrgh to the • Neva, a ,ean,a! runs alon~ the mal'gin. of Lake 
Ladoga to tli~ 'Valk0w'a, from which th~ naviga:

D 
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... is CQntinued by the Netta and the,Sna.,ito 
an9ther canal which joins the TueriS8t of which 
the waters flow intG the W-olga; so thkt military 
stores I can be conveyed, wtth comparatively small 

• II tI, 
nsk or expense, not only to the s<>uthem' a.nd 

b 
l.astern sho&s.of tre Caspia~. but probably .to the 
centrr of Khorasao, or to the confines of Cabut 

In weighing the inducements which are thlll 
held out to Russia to aggrandize herself, it ca.nnot 
but be perceived that the great priZe at which 
she aims must undoubtedly be Hindostan. ,. Per
sia. and the countries immediately ,~~uous, 
offer comparatively hut a feeble t';!m~~on; the 
barren., soil of the former, and its deficiency in 
navigable str~s, render it unfit for colonizat;on, 
and worthless as a conquest; whilst the tracts 
lying between Orenberg and Balkh contain so 
great a proportion ~: desert alld uniqhabitable 
land, that, n,otwiths~ng the advantages to be 

, derived from the fine streams which flow into the 
Sea of Aral and the Caspian, any extensive settle .. 
ment in that quarter would be a work of time and 
difficulty. It is proba~le, then, that Russia would 
covet no more of either than to afford her -a sate 
an6 easy coriiinunication with the territories'im-• mediately adjacent to <India. The whole ~e of 
her frontier, from the Seas of Karnt$cbatka aGd 

b .. 
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Okhotsk to'the Caspian, is so we'll g1laNedb1'~ 
caumU& policy of the ' Chille8e, Itt,' less tharr' by 
natuml o&stacles,that, taking into consideration 
the scanty 'population aad bleak climate of Siberia, 

'tIl d· • together W1 the jfficulty of ~sembling tl. large 
force ,in those quarte1l8, there filn he ~ittle en cOUll 
ragement for her to attempt an advance ill that 
direction. • But when her frequent wars with 
Turkey and Persia are ~onsidered; the armies 80 

long concentrated in Georgia and Armenia; t.he 
military colonies planted in her southern proM 

vinces, together with the now long-established 
habits of the l>€oplc of those parts, which have 
reconciled them to the inconvenience of their 
sit1illtion, and taught them to m~et the exigencies 
attendant upon so warlike a neighbourhood, we 
cannot but p~eive t.hat, whether from the elaflM 

ticity of. an increasing popu,hition,* or from the 
wish to employ large m~ of t~ps, which it 
might be alike expensive 'and dangerous to re· 
mand to the northern provinces, the country 

See the Chevalier Gamba'sJ-ccount of Georgia, for the 
encouragemt"llt afforded to commerce 8tId agriculture by the 
Rus8i~n Gover~meDt, and the imDlen~e aCcesllion tu.t~e 
population, from the neighbouring. province~ of the P~niatl 
and Turld.b 'empires. In ' 18~!O: seven thousand families are 
said tit ha~ ~e orer $0 the "Russtn dominion.-

n2 
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et-ttbding.towards our Eastern possessions 'i5the 
line of least res\stance;> and tl1e direction in "whicti 
the explosion must take place. 

On the other hand, if m the oper'ation of na-
( • c 

tural causes, as ~ust descn1led, we add the sti-
'.lIltius of pol\ti«aI Jtivalry, w« may be assured that 
every"ch'Cumstance conspires to produce the colli
sion 'Of Great Britain and Russia on 'the confines 
of India, and that at \10 very distant pelioo. 
Russia, at least, will leave nothing unattempted 
to accelerate the meeting, or rather to place' the 
occurrence of that meeting' entirely nt her own 
option in point of time; for in wli>nt other quar
ter can, she detect a vulnerable point in tlru.tirmour 
of her mighty aI}tagonist, or where could'~}l~(de
sire a nobler field on which to measure }j'el'colos
sal strength with her undaunted rivSl, than 011 t.he 
plain of Hindostan ? 

In discussi,ng the '.ability of such an attack 
< being made upon India, the minei naturally recurs 
to the Macedonian conquest; and with reference 
to the looi\(,Jy-recorded enterprise of Alexander. 
we form, perhaps, an i){aggerated estimate of the 
length of the mrfrch. the difficulti(,s of the road, 
and the h{)stlte di::;positions of the nations whose 
tetTitory ~ould have ~ be. traversed. Making 
aUowauc~ for the improvement of modern W8T

fare.· this might, in~eed, be the correct mode of 
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~9ning,.in the e~eDt of such. an exz.1editiol\ as 
that whic~ is said, to have ~en meditated by Na
poIeon • .after the conqllest of Egypt; but great is 
the. differenc.:e between. the obstacles to be over
come on sllCh a route, aftd those whicl1 oppose 
themselves to a mUlCh from ~e. 81101'08 of t~ .. 
Caspian: On consulting the InUll, we 1llH}' ob. 
serve that tae Russian possessions aheady extend 
very nearly to the spot whence most of the later • 
conquerors of Hindostan set out on their route. 
The geography of that part of Asia is still so im
perfectly known, that it has not Yft been dearly 
ascel'tained wh~ther the river upon which stands 
the city of Herat, disemhogucs itself into the 
Caspian by the Gulf of Balkan, or joins the Oxus • in its course to the Sea of Aral~ If, however, as 
is most prob~le, the former he the fact, an esta
blishment on the island of Naphtonia. OJ' in the 
Gulf of balkan, would p~:-the Russians in com
munication with the Turcoman trilx.s, whose hos
tility to the Persians is deadly and hereditary, 

and secui'e. the mean!! of < advancing by Herat to 
Cabut, without the necessity of taking the UlOl'e 

circuitous route by the ~utht!m shores of t~e 
Caspian, or of following the mor.,tdifficult trtlCk, 
already laid down, from Qrenberg to, tte banks of 
the O"'US, and, along the course of th~ Amu to 
Balkb. The Turcomans t:\Dfr'Usbecs, thougb for· 
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midable tg a nation so weak, u. .itself, aad '~, 
de&Ctive in military Otgandatioq" U the Peraia:a8, 
would be unable to oppose ~ large weil4ppeil,lted 

army of Russians, e-.en if their hopes.of plunder 
did not 'loouce them e~erly to take, part in the 

( 

_pedition. ~It ho}"ever, it (be thought that· an 

advanpe through A zerbij lID , and the north:of Per~ 
sia, into Khor.asan, though the most te.ious, w()uld 
yet be the safest route, ,the progress which the 

Russian arms are now making in that direction,· 
afford every prospect of tlie way being very soon 
left open to th~m. Every conflict iIl\o which it 
is so easy for a powerful state to fQ,l'ce its weaker 
neighbour, especially in a quarter so remote from 
general observati?n, and therefore so .1{itde lia,ble 
to excite public animadversion, must of necessity 
end in defeat to the Persians, and, il\ consequence 
of their poverty, with .,reference to the probable 

demands of Russia, a"', as to their misgovern
ment, in a cession of ~itory. Already has the 
feeble barrier of the KUT, and the Ur83, been 
fot'ced; and. in additiotaf'$o their conquests, indem. 
nification for the expenses of the war, may p0s

sibly place the Russiaris in possession of GhiJao 

, . If we m~j believe the 1\te8t intelligencl;l,. the RulBi~s 
b.ave taken possession of Tabriz, and arc w., full march upon 
Tehernll, a point at least (ollr bundre(1 a~d fifty miles'within 
the. boundary, and on the ronte to HeraJ. 
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and .lIazendera~p1'Orinces which Peter.the G.-ea.t 
0008idered 1ieoes1i&l'Y to th~ estabtishmen~ of his 
complete IUiCendeney 9ll Ult~ Caspian. 

But it is '.'I1ot to war and conquest alone ,hat 
"\Ve must look. for .the riltrowing of thttt space 

wbiclt separates the tjvo most ~·werflll candidates.. 
not only for the suprenl'acy of Asia, but, through 
her, for preponderance in Europe also.· FOT it is
not to be doubted, that the possession of India 

-would greatly increase the influence of Russia in 
the general councils of Europe-even its danger 

would probably have an unfavourllble effect upon 
the politics of "Great Britain. Nations, like indi. 
viduals. to be honest must be independent: and, 
uI¥ler the bare possibility of our Asiatic terri. 
todes being wrested f!'Om us, it-is not difficult to 
conjecture the unworthy compliances into which 
we may be driven. Hut by open war, however 
efficient"in the end, thiS;. might Dot. possibly~. 
be prodoced for many yem; notwithstanding the 

• direct interest which Russia must have in silently 
acquiring tbat position. f .. which. eventually, she 
may be able to turn her attention towards Iudie, 
without $hat previous " ntte ai preparation;' _ 
hostility with neighbouring state~'Which her.pre. 
sent situation would ret¥ler unavoidilble. Are. 
fel1en~ t9 the Soe of policy adopted by the East 
India Company: and the vafiOUI mean; by which 
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the: wholtf country. ,from Cape ~orin ,to the 
atmalayah M"unta.i.n1. has bee~ reduced, under 
the d,irect sway or, acknowledged in6ueft~ of the 
English. would. readily su~st tbosC mea&ures bJl 
which d- paramQunt cobf·rol inCent\'81 Asia .might 
~ obtained "vi~h ~ery,little Q!>1.tW'a]·d appearance of ' 

( 

injustice o~ violence. The disputes which always 
attend the succession to the throne in .persia, * are 
fruitful in crimes, of which political hypocrisy 

• I 

might take advantage, to read a great moral lesson 
!-o .that unfortunate nation; and such is the unccr· 
tainty of life, as, well as right, among tb,e members 
of the royal family, that any of tbem, whatever 
might be his pretensions, would gladly cede~,.palf 
of the kingdom to an auxiliary who w~.~fu1 
enough to secure him in the undisturbed _sion 
ofthe remainder. This is by far thecnost rapid,as 
well as the most effectual mode, by which Russia 
can obtain that vant60und which will enable 
her to affront the Eastern world. In orner-to ac
"complish a measure to her so desirable, the tra.n
quillit.y of Europe. tlt$gh of course favourable, 
is by no means indispensable; since the usual gar
riaons.and provincial detachments, stationed in the 

\ '"' ~t 
By late a,rcounts, it appears that the Shekakee tribe, the 

UlOst powerf~II in Azerbijan, has joined. tie Russians:' the 
(a.ther or Je~alJgir Khan, their' chil'f, it will be recQlIected, 
di.puted the crown with ttll>~ pretloot 8haa. 
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neighbourhood pf.the Persian froutier •• aTe at any 
time sufficient fo}; the intimidatiOlt or a state. at . . 
Once sOU!Jinformed irMnatters of politicalsciencc, , 
and so' little entitled to respect. on account, of its . 
military capabilities, By tneans of one 'bf those 
treaties, which 8 power so fo~id,b1e can alway; 
negotiate with QDe of the competitors for the 

• 
throne of It nation tom by internal dissenllions. 
and in momentary dl'et\d of the incursions of the 
fierce and lawless tribes in its vicinity, Russia 
might ohtain by cession, or under the condition of 
a teD1porary~ occupation, or by mCllns of a perma
nent subsidiary force, not only the command of as 
much territory as . would be nccessal'y to facilitate 
hqr advance upon the Indian frontier. hut a stipu. 
lation for such farther aid in cattle, provisions, or 
men, as Persia might be able to afford. Such, in
deed, is the unsettled l'itatec.of the Shah's domi
nions, e;'en jn the most ~- times, that it may 

~ 
well he doubted jf such a treaty,· coupled as it 
would be With actual assistance and great moraY 
irrfluence in repl'essing in6rections of all kinds, 
would be mainly disadvantageous to him at any 
gi"en period; but at thl present moment,. wbeD 
the course of affairs in the westewtf> world te~ds, 

if not to .~he total expulsion of the ~dbammedans 
from Europe, 'at least toa very great l'etrenoh
ment of their poWer. in thA quarter, Penia, may 
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shOrtly ~l the neceHity" of' strengthening, litw 
western frontlet. tj)gnaM . against, tat; ..,...action· 
wbi&. the spirit IJf the T1Ifkish <toventment • 
probably display when cQ(lfin'ed almost el'ltirelJ., 
to her ASiatic possessiOns. If RUBia, therefure. 
1frere to exoot t-he f~8i8tance .. f~the reigning Shah, 

in -s1i¥uing the country lying iw the direct route 
taIndia by the Oxus and the Amu .. ; or in ac. 
quiring military poSsessi9n of Candahar~ as the 
price of her support on the Tigris aDd Euphrates, 
and the confines of Kurdistan and Armenia; there 
lVould be little noubt of her success in the object 
she cannot but have most at heart,-,-that of bring,.. 
iug within the reach of her grasp the brightest 
jewel in the crown of her iUustrious: rival. ( 

The route leading from Russia to the Indies is 
not, as before remarked, by the south of the Cas
pian and Kborasan a}p!1e, but may be traced out 
east of the Caspian'''', Khiva and \he ~OlU'se of 
the Oxus and 'Amn td Bokhara, Samarcand. and 
< 

Balkh; or east of the Sea of Atal. by the Kirgies 
DeFiert, and the Sur, of'iSihoon. to8l8dy'tbe same 
point in the great line ()f trade ' 'eStablished be
tween -eastern Rus§ia an'cJ. Central Asia. Indeed,
therl can be fttle doubt that the attenuOB of tbe 
Coort of pet.ersburgb hM,already been ~.t.O' 
this tine, and that, whatever blat haft ·been 'tJw,. 

ostensible ~bject of t~ recent .ldissiong to Khiva , 



¥J.6M llPSSU.N JNVABWN. 4':S 

and' Bokhara,>oo'ordinary anxiety has been evinc .. 
, ' . 

ed.to ,asr.:ert.ain ,hew far an "impro!flernent in com-
_rcial, ift~1'Ire migbt be tUl'oed to 8(lCDtuat in 
plWing the way fur th~ establishment of a .politi- ' 
cal influeDC4,1Wlongst hoI"dlls of bnrbariatfs, .,ho, 
thotlgh apparentJf' 8jCessible t~ JV) .kindness Oi .. . . 
concli1atton, apptNlr only -to need the presence of 

• some really. formidable authority, to be-reduced. 
to the same state of tranquillity as the fierce and • 
lawless inhabitants on the confines of Georgia 
and Armenia, and other districts into which 
Russia bas ;\ISUccessively introduCfd ber system 
of rule. 

But under whatever circumstances the inva
siop of India might be attempted, it is probable 
that the attacking army. instea~ of marching di
rectly from :R.ussia, would be composed princi
pally of troops stationed in:~{lCent eonquests, or in 
the empioy (If Persia, as ~bsidiary force, or as 
an army of occupation. Thus the Russian troops, . . 
though apparently more closely connected WIth 

the parent country, are .ely to lose much of 
their energy by a long sajourn in distant and, 
perhaps, uncongenial cliJes; &nd when to this 
circumstance is added the probability of a c(tDsi
derable-1¥lmixtnre of A"atic. recruit~ to .t1Il up 
occasiottal v~, it may be supposed ~t the 
invading, IIl'my·tVould assid.tate pretty' nearly., as 
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tt'Y:·fts Component parts, to : the force whioh · the 
r • 

English mighfae a~le .to' collect·in ~efence qf their, 
possessions, Yet, supposi..g this to be- the ~ 
without any ,!ualification. ;upposing the twos.. 
mies to \:ontain the sadie number {)fE~rope3ns. the 
remainder beiIJ,g ~omposed ~, natives of the coun~ 
tries in the posses~ion of each nation respectively, 

• still the advantage would rest with the invaders. 
A' mixture of different nations in one army, if 

( 

not permitted to impair its discipline, is no detri. 
ment to jt, but probably the contrary, in offensive 
operations; but in defence, some feeling to coun
terbalance the effect of occasional failure is indis-. 
pensable,-that feeling is patriotism: a ay 
be assumed as an axiom, that whiJsf.!.... Slon, 

, ( 

an army may be{ composed of solditD!8 of ~me or 
of many YJations, indifferently; for t}cf(mce, every 
man in it ought to have a strong interest in the 
soil which he cndeav. to protect, . 

In order, cifcetually':to oppose the invasion of 
'india, it would be desirable to occupy the Punjab. 
That region once passed, thpre would no longer 
be any natural obstacles, of which the defendet'g 
could .avail themsi1ves,Lin opposing 11 direct ad. 
van~e into tl$" heart of~indostan. The Punjab, 
indet.'>d, has. always lleel). the field in which. the 

rulers of Delhi have defended theanselv.a with.tbe 
greatest advantage; 1/hen that ~5 in possession ,of 
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tile eOOIny;no alter.aative remains to the invaded, 

OOyon4 that-of CQJIlmitting the fOl't\Jne or the war 
'to the .evant of one .at battle on the plains of 
~aufor Panniput-aIready too often fat~. to • Hindostan-.)l· of allowing- the enemy t .. ravage 
and lay waste the:eoljltry, and tb lld"ance unmo
lested to the sieg~ of DeUli,.in !'tIe c~nfidence tha~ 
even if uns\l&cessful, they will alwa;y~ have a, .trong 

country' in their rear to retreat to and to encamp 
in, until the recurrence ~f the fair season for their 
operations, or the arrival of reinforcements from 
the. other side of the Indus. On the other hand, 
the Indian army, by having the Plwjab organized 
in its real', w~ukl not only command the services 
of the warlike race inhabiting those tracts, but it 

• 
would possess the advantage of 1feceiving supplies 
hy the Indus,.and its tributary stre3lnS, instead or 
the circuitous route of' the)3ay of Bengal and the 
Ganges: ,The right fJ_ of their army, too, 
would be greatly strcngtlliMled by tile force which 
occupies the protected hill-states, extending: its 
posts along the mountain~~~ the oorders of C~h
mere, so as to bear upon the left and rear of the 

enemy .. 
;ltmu..~t not. hQwev~r. be forgo~, that. it the 

banlwt of the Indus 00 selected ijS • m.ost fa• vCUNbleposiUt>n in which to ex~q the. at~~ 
the British ,tl'96ps-w:m have.n imme~se ,uar.ch -'to 


