
_ bANGER OF ~Rl'f1SB INDIa 

periOrnl, in addition to-the ',eifect:ot ~~ 
the :clima\e • t1rehotter rkts l)f .India fO~ man,. 
mo~ths. if not years" before: • .tbey al ct.Ued to thf 
conflict. If the Europeall tl'oops latest from Eujt 

f . 

land a~ made to replace those< who have been 
longest in tJle country, whi~~t the latter proceed 
\0 the fronti;r, tlie field-force will contain none 
but seasoned men; but in that case. their fresh
ness and energy win have been considerably im
paired. From five to eight years are in all cases 
a sufficient seasoning for European troops in 
India. After that period, the efl'ectll of climate 
become speedily apparent on the constitutions of 
men possessing so little power or' mo~r re
Atraint as common soldiers; they are, DO .jon~er 

capable of endmlag the fatigues and pt1vations of 
pt'otracted warfare; and one, or at PlOst, two ac
tive campaigns, woulc;l be sufficient to exhaust 
their strength. We .sily allow ourset'ves to be 
deceived on this point,' by the imposing accounts 
'Which are so often given of our Indian wars; and 
we fabcy that, because -our countrymen cheerfully 

undergo the labours of a campaign or two, they 
would, be a match for ally troops that' could make 
theit appearance upon the same theat~. . These . ~ 
carnpatgns, I however, hare generally been foUght 
within a short distance of our reso\trc:e8,',addwith' 
&lIthe cQ,uveniences lJlldaccomilKldatior(S tt.t hand, 
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whidl ~ and~tW'bed establishments can 
comm~d, ina, ~ttY entirely at ~,~ of 
the servi~. In the ~w inttan~es in 'which,this 
hts not been the case, we I, uniformly obseJIVe sick
ness to prevail amongst t~e European twoPs to 
an alarming. extellt; whilst th~ natives, if they 
suffer less froID_ that-cause, (whiclf. 'lOwever, ii!f 
not always the fact,) suffer more from disaff«tioD 

• and desertion. So much, indeed, are the sepoys 
accustomed to make wa~ within the boundaries of 
Hindostan alone, and in the comparatively easy 

mode allude~ to, that they soon become disgusted 
with any service that threatens either to abridge 
their comforts, '01' to prolong their absence f!'Om 
their native plains. Of the three distinct armies 
whkh are at the- ditlPosal of th{; Indian Govem
ment, those of Madras and Bombay are gcuei'ally 
considered to -be better adapted for hard service 
than the-Bengal troops ;"tJls this is supposed to' 
proceed entirely from th€"tVeat attention which 
is paid to their equipment, and to the regular sup, 
ply of every thing conduciv~ to their comfort, when 
on foreign service, whilst the Bengal troops are in 
a great measure left. to .heir own resources, it 
seeW5 to folloW, not only that t~e fRrmer are'mol'e 
ex.~ve to, the state, but that it ~ill J>e diflfcult 
to, briQg ~e.:~dies of them to act with Be.ngaJ. 
sePQya ~ . ~lfOcal cOD~ence and .cordiality, 
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l\Jitbout putting the latter ~pon lui eq\Uilnr:with 
them; in'resl'Tt to pay, and 'all othel·advant~., 
Here, then, is anoth~ point to be '''at«i,nded ,to , it 
conducting the defence of the country; and i~ _
del' to Jiecure an armj' whicp may act with union 
and effect, an eqJalization, infhe particulaI"s just 

.. .' 'refeITed to, of the '~roops of the th,rec Presidencies, 
shO\1kl immediately be adopted, upon the' scale 

< 

afforded by the mo!!t liberal of the whole. 
But this is not all; in(an army for the defence 

of Inrlil1, assembltd in the Punjab, comprising a 

considerable force of European as ":"~~: :Jativc 
troops, the forhwr, though a greatf:~tlOn uf 
them would probahly he o,'er-scasoaed, if brought 
up hy easy marches, would benefit by the change 
of climate; whilnt upon the lutter, the cold and 
fatigue would ha\'c a directly contrary effect; • 
and if harassed by acti\'(~ operations, especially 
night attacks, accom~ed by that utlcel'tainty of 

. -·11, 

supplies which is likely to occur on such occasio1l8; 

"-heir number would shortly DC diminished hoth by 
l\lrkness and oesertion, and a dC'pression of spirits 
peculiar to the Hindoos, and resemhling the maladie 
du pays, would uufit til;lse who yet stood to their 

• t 

colol1l"5 for any but tbe most ordinary camp du-
r , 

ties. Undl{f these circumstances, the Cotnmander-
in-Chief could never pl~ce entire<relianee on the 
apparent strength of ~js anny, as shown in figured 



staternen:t8 y,for altJaougb the aati ves w.ould proba
bly. ~prJlve~ if ll~oDed Qearer . their. owtl country, 
~the Euro~~uld,;,t-n off in prQportion to their 
~posut:e to" the relaX~?g climate of Biool)Stan. 
Neither would the c~stbU1s.and i~tituti~s of the 
service be favoWlableto the vwws of the Com
mander; and there ~ reason ~ belihe. that tM 
peculiarities which appear to adapt an indian 
army to tht!petformance of the duties which are 
now entrusted to it, wwld, in some measure, in
capacitate it for a conflict,· i~1 comparison of 

The folloWing del!cription of the Rwssian soldiers will 
be read with deep.interest by military men in India, as exhi
biting the picture of an army admirably adapterl for distant 
and arduous enterprise~, even in a tropical (limate :-" The 

Ru~sian soldiers, unexcited by any sIlinttlous liquors, with 
whIch the troops of other nations are often treated, previous 
to engaging in ~ttle, make the sign of the cross, and, im
movably fixing their eyes on:~' '.. Ieader, follow him in the 

most rrof;und silence-unan!" 1n their impetuosity, con-
I "t:~ ~ ' < 

stant and imperturbable in danget-qllalities-which in military 
nations are the exchu!lve patrimony of perfect ditlcipliue~ 

Frngal aud patient under privatiQns, as they are Mubmissive, 
they spend the whole day in battle, and at night a ration of 

bread or biscuit, aud a draught of water from the nearest 
brook, suffice to allay their h!nger fnd thirst, whvrt the 

bare . grotIlld for a bed, 8.I!!! their knap.k for a pUlo'IV, 
relieve t_r fatigue."-N'aritUivfof Don JU611 V,n H_len,&e,; 

Fo~ t\, d~pt~,~f ~ Coshcks, too long· to insElrt here. 
see SirW.ScoU·s ~ofNapoleon, vol. 5, p. ~3. 

E 
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whiQh any service it has ~ seen may be'~ 
millated mere "playing at soldiets.." " ' The strength of tile CoropanY'g,";armJ' ,i~ 

The account of the RUiOsi~n ,army. given by Sir Wa~ 
Scott, is "'.\so subjoined, as- peculiarly interesting at the pre
sent moment :-" In0thc mode of di~plining their forees, 
ine Russian~ pruceed~ on the' liystem most approved in 
Europl!, Their infantry was confessedly '~xcellent. cQmposed 
of men in the prime of life, and carefully stdected as best 
qualified for military service. Their artillery was of the first 
description, so far a~ the men;'guns and carriages, and ap· 
pointments were concerned; but the rank of General at' 

Artillery had not the preuommant weight in the Russian 
army, which ought to be possessed by those particularly de· 
dicated to the dircction of that arm, by which, according to 
Napoleon, mouern lJattles must be usually deeiled. The 
direction of their guns was too often entrusted to general 
officers of the line. Ifhe service of cavalry i~ ~ess natul"io.l to 
the Rl\S8ian~ than that of the infautry; but their horse 
regiments are nevert.heles'! excellently trainl.d, and have uni
formly behaved well. But the Cossacks are a species of 
force belonging to Rllssia·:nclusively. The natives of the 
Don and the Volga hold their lands by military service, Elnd 
IllljOy certain immunities and prescriptions: in consequence 
of which, each iudividual is obliged to serve four years in 
the Russian armies. They are traiul!d (rom early childhood 
to the use of the lance and sword, and familiarized to the 
management of a horse pet'uliar to the country, far from. 
handsome in ap~arance, but tractable, hardy, swift, and 
sure-tooted, \Jeyond any breed ])ethaps in the wOOd. At 
home, and with his family auG. children, the Cossl1ck is kiad~ 
gentle, generous, and simple; but when in anne, bnd"in a 
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ing the :regiments of His Majesty's service usually 
stationed upon ,the, continent of J ndifl, is &bout two 
hllndl'ed t~6us£.lid1tJlO.a the *a1' establishment, ex
~ive of irregular corps '!'of cavalry and Infantry. 

foreign country, he teiumes the pred~ory, and sometime.i 
the ferocious habits of hiP an(~estors .. the .ov'\og Scythiau~1 
As the Cossacks reeeive 110 pay, plunder is generalll tbeir 
obJect; and 3.i prisoners were esteemed a useless in ... um
bralll'e, they granted no quarter, until Alexander promised ~ 
~lucat for every Frenchman wtfom they hrnught in alive. In 
the actual field of battle their mode of attack is singular. 
IU!'Itead of acting in line, a body of Cossacks ahout t.o 
rbarge, disperlre at the word of commalHllo very much in the 
manner of a fan suddenly flung opcn, and Joining ill a loud 
yell, or lwurra, rU~I, each acting individually, lipon the ob
Jpet of attack, whether infantry, cavalry, or artillery, to all 
of ~ich they have been, ill their wild i<ly of fighting, fOT
midable assailants. But it is as light cavalry that the 008-

"lcks are, perhap~ unri'raJled. They Qnd their horses have 
heen knowll to march one hund\'ed miles in twenty-tour 

honrs withtJut halting. Thejr1(~ge into woods, swill 
ril'ers, thread passes, cross deep morasses. and penetrut( 
through deserts of snow, without undergoing material loss, 
or suffering from fatigue. No Russian army, with a largE. 
llody Qf Cossacks in front, can be liable to surprise; Dor, on 
the other han.d. can an enem)'. surrounded by them, ever be 
confident agaio~t it. In coveriqg the .retreat of their own 
army, th~ir velocity, activity, and courage, f.fnuer pursuit by 
the enemy's cavalry p~1I1iarir dangerous; and Ii pU1'8\l1~ a. 

flying enmny.thu$,$luaiities aWol still nlOrc redou.btl\Q1e."~ , 
Ufe qf,N(ipt!~ lJ,o.rte, vol. 5, p. 16~, &0. 

Hi 
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of which the latter are generally ~,employe4,.al 
guards aDd poJice in aid of the .. ~~ magistrates. 
In speaking of the defencf!J,)f }6diq, it is not ul\t 
frequently supposed that t.he whole of this for,~ 
would ~Ie marshalled ty oppose the invader on his 
crossing the Ind!t',s; but a very· slight glance ~t 
the map will be sud:Iicient to'-expl~n the absurdity 
of thia expectation. The distance from Madras 
to the centre of the Punjab, is as gf'eat as that 
from Moscow to Paris; rnd from Calcutta to the 
same point, it is farther than from ¥adrid to 
Vienna. 'Vith such immense tracts of country 
in the rear of o~r army, tracts which are inhabit. 
ed by various nations, differing as 1'1uch from each 
other as the Portuguese from the Poles, it would 
be madness to Il;ttempt to concentrate more tllan 
a small proportion of the whole force upon a spot 
so far removed from th,e heart of tJUr provinces. 
In point of fact, t~e .greatest number of troops 
assembled for any one '.p~rpose in India, or upon 
Jlny line of ollerations, has never been as much as 
fifty thousand. The regular forces at Seringapa
tam, though consisting of detachments from all the 
Presidencies, were less than forty tbousand. The 
a.rmy before Burt~re, Yn 1825, did not amount to 

thh ~y thoy.sand; and t~, .whole of the regular 
Bengal forces assembled- by Lor4 .• Hastings, eitb~r 
against the Nepaulese. or in his more extensive 
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operations apinst the Pindarries and Mahrattas, 
did Dot muth,~~ forty thousand. 'rhe Ben
~jhl troop!\' emplofed&r the latter occasion were 
about fifty-five thousand, i'tlcluding irregular levies 

• of all descriptions j these, .however, weri acting 
on a widely extetlded circle ofltonc~ntric opera
tions, and the IP'my a of occuIfhtiorr of each dis'=
trict contiguous to the seat of war, did nlft ad
vance much beyond its accustomed boundary. 
On a straight line of op~ration towards' the Indus, 
the case would be very different, and whole dis
tricts would be entirely denuded of troops. It 
is evident, then. that in the event of an invasion 
hy a large anny, the protecting force nmst either 
consist in a great measure of new levies, in addi
tim' to the present army of oc.upation, or new 
kvies must be distributed about the provinces, in 
order to admit of the troop5 now stationed there 
being diiposable. If w~ ,~~timate the invading 
force at only fifty thousand ::incn, it l"ould require 
an equal force tu defend the frontier, together. 
with a strong reserve to form a 1'Il1Iying point, 
keep up the communication, and ganison the for
tified places. The whole 'lould not fall short of a 
hnndred thousand men; and lllowing anI)' one 
fourth part of the nuritfier to be Eur~peans"we 
should- have se_ty .. 'five thousand natives. either 
to be 'brought t~tlte 8cen'e of action by. long and 
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~Usome marches from the re~ :pro~ 

and throlf'gh ,c\imates differing ~D~t ~clt p~r 
as much as Spain and Italy. do "from Hplland ~ 
Gennany-or this portion of the army wouldivAi!e 
princip~lly composed ,of Ifew levies, drawn from 
the vicinity of i.~e upper provinces, where U.e 
1>eople, frOl~ drcUJl.1stances (which will be expIam
ed' hereafter, are by no means well affected to the 
present government. Supposing, tlierefore, tl~e 
Europeans to suffer nothlng. either from the s\lll
den change of climatE', if ' arriving direct from 
England, or from being over-seasoned by the 
effects of a pr~tracted residence in India, still, as 
they would have to bear the brun.t of the attack 
against an army flushed with conquest. inured to 
fatigues, and alllll'ed by the hopes of plunder, WIcir 
situation would be a very arduous one; for it is 
unreasonable to cxpect that our native troops, got 
together by either of,' .,~e modes above nescribed, 
would be a match for their opponcnts in the field, 
,allowing thre~-fourths of the latter to be Persians, 
Atfgans, or Tartars, disciplined in the :au~Jl 
manner, or rather, intermixed in the same r~~ 
with the Russian soldiers. Amidst the manifest 
disadnntages un6er ;hich an army so ,C~UQIr 
stanved would JaboUl', it would require the most 
consummate skill, on the. part of the British ~
maDder, ~ condllCi the ' most ordinary o.pera~iOl¥l, 

l 
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eyea in the B!lajab, where the fiwe of the countl:y 
is such as to aft"¥~ positions favoUfable-for defen
-..iu-e operq,tions; 'but, should the seat of war be 

tftnsferred to Upper Hindostan. the whole tract 
lying between the Setlldge and the riches~ part of 
the Bengal provinces, is so tota~ destitute of na
tural streugth, that ~e would tbc 1tn:ble to avoid 
coming to a general engagement in any. 0' h\!r 
manner tlllin by taking post under the walls of 
Delhi or Agra, and allowing the enemy to levy 
contributions on all the open country. The offi
cers of the Company's service, it is true, have a 
perfect knowledge of the country, and ar'e, perhllps, 
more accustomed to the management of large 
masses; than officers of corresponding rank in most 
(Jtl~r services; but on ground sq. perfectly level as 
that upon which they would have to manreuvre, 
those qualific~tions would be of very little assist
ance ag~nst an active a~j._,~nterprising opponent, 
who, if inferior to the~lves in those respects, 
would probably excel them in ge~eral militarl 
combination. But even on this point a good deal 
of exaggeration has been indulged in; and although 
the English would appear, if we judge from the 
accounts of battles gained' and- operations under.. 
taken, -to -have waged ' war on a laT scale in 
India~ yet, as_s been- before remarked, their 
armies have al~als been comparatively small; 



56 DANGER eF BBI'l'tsH INDIA 

and! they have been indebted for ~r triu.n:J:pbs 
to their &lOll anp discipline hav~-been so vastly 
superior to their oppotients •• nd"'jot to their nUlILf 

ben. , There is no doubt, that the masses whidz 
they are('in the habit of directing-though, agree
ably to the usual proportion in Indian armies, not 
more than ~ne..tenth consistl of fighting-men, the 
rest heing composed of baggage-servants and 
camp-followel's,-have the effect of giving them 
the military CDup-(I'a'il, a}l~d of training them t9 

those habit.~ of self-possession and command, which 
qualify them for entering upon a wider sphere of 
action, with less, preparation than officers accus
tomed to the command of hut very limited num
bel'S; but this circllmstance, though undoubtedly 
it .l'enders the approach of more active warfare less 
formidable than it otherwise might appear, does 
not entirely supersede the neeessityflfor consider
able experience in actual operations wit.h oppo
ncnts more entitled tOl'cspect than those with 
whom they have hitherto been in the habit of 
coping. 

As it is highly probable, then, that war, under 
a new aspect, will ere long approach our Indiall 
posseseions, and thut th~ collision of England aod. 
RUSMR on the plains of Hindostan may be (;00-

sidered ine\ritable, to at'.?-mpt t08vert the stGml 

by intriguing in the Court of ~el~ia, is mer~ly to 
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prescribe fOl"<WJnptoms, · instead of grappling with 
the ·disease it~.:t.: In place of ep:tplo:fiDg every 
effort to' ~onciliate the Pel"sians, and to persuade 
them to adopt improvements in war and govern
ment, alike unsuited to the genius of t~ nation, 
and to the inclination of the leading families, we 
should turn our atteJlion excl_ivety io our Indian 

empire, and take advantage of our uniimi1!ed in
fluence and authority, to strengthen it, by infllsing 
a feeling of love and re.:rpect for the British name, 
and a firm reliance on the mildness and the justice ' 
of its sway. A foreign government, ruling over 
such extensive realms as those -now under the 
dominion of Ule Company, must have much more 
to apprehend from intemal discontent, than from 
e~emal force; and, in point of/act, we find that, 
since the Mussulman conquest, the invasion of 
Hindostan h~s not unfreq.ucntly been effected, by 
armies Df comparatively ,ha.considerable strength, 
under a promise or expectation of support from 
the various tribes with which it is l;eopled,-tri~ 
which all writers concur in describing as ever 
ready to rise in favour of the most formidable 

candidate for sovereign ~wer. Baber states hi. 
army,~mm1erated too wlth aJ'parent accuracy, to 
ha~ 'amounted, great and small, g~d and'iobBd. 
servants ,and DO ,sel'vant~ to only twefve thoUSBDd 
men.-Memoirs,1,>' 298; and again, p. 810, n\Vhen 
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I· imaded the country for the fifth time, overthre1v 
Sultsn Ibrahim,. and .subdued ~empire of Hin. 
dostan, I had a larger" army tlian I had, ever be.. 
fOn!nbrought into it. My servants, the merchants, 
and their servants, and the followers of all de
scriptions that we:f~ ·in camp along with me, were 
numbered, and amounted to t'Welve thousand men." 
Nadir~Shah, invited into Hindostan by some dis
contented nobles, defeated the imperial army with 
his advanced-guard alon~; an~ when Ahmed 
Shah, better known by the name of Abdallah, was 
repulsed in his first I£ttack upon Hindostan, the cir
cumstance was &.ttributed to his having neglected 
to secure the co-operation of any of the powerful 
tribes. The Tartars and Persians, then in the 
service of the M~ul. were a sufficient match for 
his army: on his second advance, however, being 
assured of the assistance of Gazi-ud~dein, at the 
head of the Tartar interest, he conquerM Delhi 
without any difficulty; and in .his subsequent ex
p':.!ditions always maintained the ascendency thus 
acquired. It is impossible. indeed, to peruse the 
history of the events just referred to, without 
being struck with the ~pparent ease with which 
Hindosl:an may be "invaded either from Cahul or 
Candliliar.. The nearest road from Herat to 
Cabul and Attoc, througlf Huzarah and the hiHs, 
though difficult, and at some seasons almost im-
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p.-ble, ia ..,. a month's jOUl'tW!y in fair weather i 
whilst-the, . ~:¥hy Candahar i, de8cribed -as 
su:aight yd le\'>'el, practichble without risk or 
trouble even in the winter, and requiring Mont 
forty or fifty days' march. If, however, ~ahul be 
avoided. and the advance condui!ted through Can-• • <lahar to Derah-Gazee-Khan, "n dIe Indus, (the 
point at which the Affgans crossed thatrh'er, in 
their march to Cashmere, in 1813,) it would re
quire only fifty or sixty days' march to bring 
an army from the centre of Khorasan to the rear 
of the Punjab, upon the very borders of the Bri
tish territory.* 

Under the bare possibility of such an event oc
curring, it would be interesting to ascertain the 
acftlal state of our frontier prov~ces in resp<·ct to 

• It may be ilPtportant to remark, that by whatever route 
rhe invasion of India by the RU$sians be accomplished, they 
will march·with the stream 'or"n1i'tional antipathies in their 
favour-the Usbecs have a Tooted llatred.again&t the Per

sians, and rival the latter in their hostile feelings towMds thlt 

Affgaus; whilst the Affgans cherish as much I'p.sentment 
agaimlt the Seiks for their uninterrupted encroachments, as 

d;e Seiks do against the English, for protecting the apos
tate clliefs on the left bank of the ietledge. Shopld the 
invadeh',Cfoss the Indus at Derah-Gazee-Khan, they might 
conciliate Runjoot Sing, the present ruler of ib,Punjab~ and 

iudUt'& him to co-operate in aIf attack upon the Company's 
territQri,~~ 
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military preparation and local 'resourCes. loW 
,this subject, hpwever, it is n~i4he intention of 
these pages to enter very deeply" at present; but 
it may not be without its use to remark, that sucn 
is the Sf'curity .or supinen~ss of the Indian Go.
vernment, t9at, d\'1ring the lr:ate siege of Burtpore, 
when the batterin~'gumr were fast becoming un
serviceable from incessant firing. the nearest de
pot, which was that of Agra, (from i'ts situation 
and strength one of the tnost important stationg 
in Uppf'r India,) was incompetent to the supply of 
the reqtdsite number to replace them. If the as
sault had failed, the army must have sllspended 
its operations till both artillery and ammunition 
could have been procured from A llahabad, a dis
tance of at least t"Iirty days' march. This, too~ it 
must bc observed, was not in a part of the coun-.. 
try where such an occurrence as a sIege was un-

looked for, but where the feeling of jealousy, which 
our failure in 1805 had occasioned, rendered the 
!ast twenty years little more than a season of pre
paration. In answer to this, it i'l asserted by 
the advocates of procrastination, that no serious 
intention to invade out north-western provinces 
could be rnanifest«!d by the Russian Court, , with
out affording us ample time for every species of 
preparation. for defence. I But, in addition to the . 
example just given, it should be. remembered, that 
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the ,war witq"Ay8, though for yean considered 
unavoidable, yeti}ound the Indiap G6vernment 
almost en!irely iMprepared: so nlUch 80, indeed, 
that it cannot be denied, that if the Burmese gene
ral. Maha Bundoolah, nad boldly pushed torward, 
after the decisive affair at Rameo. he would have 
met with little or n~ opposition itt \is advance 
upon Chittngong and Dacca, and might· even 
have insulted the very suburbs of Calcutta. The 
north-western frontier, ittdeed, has been attended 
t.o more than any other. as the course of events 
has naturally led to that result; but it is doubt
ltd whether, at the present moment, the whole 
country above .Allahabad contain the necessary 
cquipments for an army of fifty thousand mell. 
Neither is it certain that the whole of the COUl-• 
l'any's provinces could furnish a remount· of suit-

• • In Bengal, the government stud may he calculated to 
('ontain ab~t six or seven thousl4ld brood-mares-the upper, 
or northern di\'ision, however, has not yet been productive; 
and the whole taken together ha~'e not hitherto been ade
quate to the supply of horseR for the horse-artillery an! 
dragoons, without taking the native cavalry into the account. 
The dispersion of the Pindarries transferred a number of 

mares to the Company's provin~es; but breeding Willi not 
- milch ~tteDded to until of late year!, when entire,' horses 
being i'~ported from Europe, Government formed the.nor
thern division of the stud out 0' those materia18~ It requires, 
however, the greatest vigilance, on the part of' the inspec
tors, to prevent the idmission of undersized or defeCtive 
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dairy; and the bl'eed of po~ieS called , Tattoo~ for 
general purp~se8, Extensive, ~equisiti()ns .• ,could 
only be complied witk at the e~~e of the grow
iog harvest, or of a serious interruption of the 
ordina~y occupation, of "the inhabitants. OUf 

army would be"under the necessity of carryhtg 
its supplieS .r al} kinds ~ll its train, or other
wise it would prove as great a scourge to our 
own territories as the most rapaci6us invader; 
and in the event of a, reverse, instead of fall
ing back upon its resources, it would have to con
tinue its retreat through an exhausted, and proba
bly an exasper:ated population. 

When hostilities commenced. with Ava, the 
greater part of the expedition to Rangoon and 
Arracan was i'u~plied from the Madras Presiden
cy; Bengal was exempted from any cQnsiderable 
demands either for men, or for calt.Ie and stores"; 
and yet, although the declaration of war was is-

, . 
sued in February 1824, supplies for the advance of 

a force through CachaI' to Ava, had not been col
lected in September of the same year; and when 
that expedition was given up, and a much smaller 
,one, under General Morrison, ordered to proceed, 
by G:hittagong ftJ A:racan, it was not till' J~
nwry 1825, that the troops were able to advanCe, 
and that ~ith only ,a portion of their, storeS ~l1d 
cattle. No\v, if this was the case with an arm,r 
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of Six or seven thousand, marching in the neigh. 
bourhood of o~pitaI, and tl;trou.gh some of the 
most rich. and den.sely poputous of our provinces. 
with the streams of the great rivers favourable for 
the transport of supplies of all kinds; what are we 
to expect when all these conditi"ns are reversed? -. . 
when supplies ha'"e to mount ~he Ibng and often 
difficult course of the Ganges and Jurnna against 
a powerful current; where the country is compara
tivelywild and unproduct~'e; where the inhabitants 
are, from recmt conquest and other causes, by 110 

means well affeded to the Government; and when 
they will be ealkd upon for supfllies, not for a 
mere detach mO'nt, but for nn army lwrhaps a 
hundr(~d thousand strong? 

lin speaking of supplies being sfnt to the Upper 
Provinces, it should be mentioned, that although 
the Company's· territory, on the Bengal establish
ment, is ~markaLly deficient in good roads fit for 
military purposes,-the great rivers, in fact, afford-

• 
ing a comparatively economical means of commu-. 
nication from Calcutta to Furrackahad and Delhi, 
-there is no public establishment of boats or 
river craft for the conveyance of stores. When • 
supplie~ of any kind are require~ in the field sta-
tions, boats are hired by the army corvmissar!at, 
ostensibly at a small expen~, hut in reality at a very 
great one; foJ' such. is the defective state of those 

F 



6i DANGER OF BBITJSH INDIA. 

wbich, alone. are procurable for the public ser:nee, 
and so badly .are they naviga. that theacei .. 
dents which occur in "the loss of men,.as well as 
stores, would fonn a very serious addition to the 
genera).. rate of transport. . The actual cost, also, is 
materially e,nhanl!ed by the slow mode of travel-

«. 
ling, and the difficulty of conducting a fleet of 
boats to such immense distances by means of the 
track-rope. From forty to sixty are" as many as 
can be taken hy one opportunity, according to the 
system now in force; and these, conveyihg alto
gether not more than twelve hundred tons upon 
an average, ate three months in reaching Alla
habad, and from thence two to Agra, and one to 
Futtighur; from either of which points, it would 
require a march 'nf thirty days to reach the banks 
of the Setledg~. When, indeed, we ~ider the , 
difficulty of collecting transport, the slow rate of 
travelling against the strong current of H.e Ganges, 
and the limi~ed supply either of stores or weR 

;. 

, which each fleet can convey, it is perhaps not too 
much to assert, that supposing the Russians to 
have secured, by treaty or otherwise, a free pas
sage through Persia, they could at any time col-. ... 
lect an armv of fifty or· a hundred thousand men , . 
upon the '~anks of the Indus, as soon as, and per-
haps sooner, than the 'Indian Government could 
complete the nec€'s~'U'Y arrangements for opposing 
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them with effect.,- Startling as this opinion may 
appear, it is onI .. necessary to COIIsult the map. 
and to beo.r in mind the elise with which Russia 
can accumulate troops of aU descriptions in her 
south-easte-rn frontier, to demonstrate its flossible 
correctness. If Russia were, ifnrne4iateJy after • declaring war, to direct her· attehtion to this 
point, her a.rrny in Georgia would ha~e been on 

its march long ere intelligence from Europe coald 
reach Bengal. From the'banks of tht> Rur (though 
it is probable the Russian boundary has already 
been pushed two hundred miles more to·thc south) 
to Herat, is about eleven hundrea miles. or one 
hundred and tefl days' march; and from Herat to 
the Indus at Cabul, or at Derah-Gazee-Khan, as 
has~en already stated, is about fifty days' march. 
making upon ,the whole one hundred and sixty 
marches. Now, if we may believe the published 
Army Li!ts, in the whole of the temtory above 
Allahabad. including Oude, Rohilcmtd, R¥ Rajh~ 
pootanah, there are not more than - forty-five 

• To these may be added such troops as the Bombay Pre
sidency could spare: but, in ~is case, the march from 
Mhow, Guzerat, and Cutch, to Moultan~ or to Loodianll11, on 
tbe Setledge, would be somewhat greater than ~om AU.a
bad to the last mentioned pla~; with the disadvantage of 
having a country but partially known, and certainly but 
badly supplied with necessaries of.all kinde for troopl to 

p2 
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thousand regular troops, including the· regiments 
of His Majesty's service; and o£ these onlyaJtout 
twenty thousand are nearer I the frontier than 
twenty marches. But as no advance into the 
Punjah' could prudently be attempted with less 
than thirtYt thou~and men, it would be necessary . ,. 
to draw troops from stations as distant as Alla-
hahad, which is at least fifty days' march from the 
frontier. So far, however, there appears to be a 
great difference in fav~ur of the Indian army 
reaching the point of rcnclezvous before the assail
ants; but ·we arc not to overlook the important 
consideration, that of all the troops thus collected 
together, only ahout seven thousahd five hundred 
arc Europeans. To provide the necessary escorts 
and communications, and to raise the European 
force to the Immber of twenty thpusand-which 
may be looked upon as the smallest proportion. if 
the invaders should cross the Indd- ""ith fifty 
thousatyl mes-troops would have to march from 
all parts of our provinces, from a distaNce of 
twelve and fift('cn hundred miles, proceeding either 

pass through. A diyision from Bombay, however, would be 

Df th~ greatest servite ill llireatening the right flank of the 

;nv~ding army, and in operating upon his communications, 
:1l the eve!l..~, of his pushing on to Delhi; though the moral 

effect, upon t.he natives, of his gaining possession of that 
capital, would render it a matter of the utmost consequence 
to oppose him, before hI; could advance so f:tr. 
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by the course of the rivers, or across a country but 
veTj indifferentl~ provided either ~ith roads 01' 

with the J'fquisite'supplies fdr such a force; and it 
would be necessary to send to Ceylon. the Mau
ritius, and even the Cape of Good Hope, iPr regi
ments of His Majesty's service td sup~ly the place 
of those sent to the .fr~ntier. • • 

Gpon the whole. then, if we attend to the 
events now· passing in Persia, and consider the 
great probability that l~ussia will ere long esta
blish a permanent influence in that kingdom. too 
much attention cannot be paid to the political 
strength of our Indian provinces ~ aud whatever 
]]lay be the as1fistance which we can expect froUl 
the spirit or patriotism of the inhaIJitants, no time 
shotlld be lost in providing those oofeguul'ds, which. 
a,., the conquerors of that exten~ive region, we are 

• 
bound, as well in justin.>, as fl'OlII a regard to our 
0\\'\1 welfttre, to afford. But ill order to estimate 
the degree of attachment which ttv! Indian Go
vernment can claim, it will now be necessary to. 
take a view of the condition of the people sub
mitted to its sway. 

Since the foregoing pages were written, aavicc 
has IJe<.>n received that, in consequence,9no dotfbt, 

of the diversion which the ~Dcreasing importance of 
the affairs of Greece has oPflrated in favour of 
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Persia, Russia bas made peace: with thstpower. 
The condition,., are severe; and :while they s~ure 
to Russia at all tim~ an easy access. to TaIniz 
and Teheran, they put her in possession 6f a sum 
of mo~y not only sufficient to defray the expense 
of the late war,'but to provide means of future . ,. 
aggression, when~ver it may suit her to renew 
hostilities. The war, indeed, may b~ considered 
to have set at rest the question, as to the practi. 
cability of transporting b. large army from Russia 
to the heart of Persia: not only has the feeble 
barrier of the Araxes been passed, but the disposi
tion of the inhabitants of the contiguous provinces 
to assist an invader, ascertained bl!yond all doubt. 
With little or no apparent effort on the part Of 
Russia, a large <and well-equipped army was· as
sembled to the south of the Cauc~s, and put in 
motion upon the capital of Persia~without tlte 
latter being able to offer any effectual resistance, 
or, indeed, }.lOssessing any other means of sav
ing her hoarded treasures, than the immediate 
sacrifice of a considerable portion of them, at 
the discretion of the conqueror. Such, too, is 
acknowledged to be .the state of anarchy and 

• disorder in which the greater part of Persia is 
plt.nged, ~that the Shah is fearful of removing 
the remains of his tr~asure to a more distant 
asylum; whilst, tperefore, his known avarice 
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18 .. '8u4i\cient guarantee agai.o.st profusi~, th~ 

ilJlf,leDse hoaJdipp, which. lUXorQing.: to a late 
writer, wiJI aIllOunt to nearly thirty miUiQns sterl
ingt when the present demand has been satisfied,
will still be within the reach of Russia.on an, 
future occasion. On the other' hand .. the Shah's 
advanced age and g~owi8g ilffirmlties render it 
not improbable that Russia may very shortly be 
appealed to: to settle the claims of rival candidates 
for the throne; in whfch case the devotion of 
.Jehangir Khan, the prescnt governor of Ardebil, to 
the cause of Russia, will no doubt meet with its re
ward, in the recognition of his relationship to the 
legitimate royal stock of Persia, for the assertion 
of which, his father was cruelly put to death by 
tM present Shah. The present Prince Royal, Ab
bas Mirza, has rendered himself unpopular ill the 
north-western' provinces, by his arbitrary conduct 
dudng tae progress of hostilities; and has lost the 
confidence of the nation, no less by ~he manner in 
which he forced the kingdom into a war, than bye 
the rash and inconsiderate manner in which he 
opposed the advance of the enemy's force. Little 
doubt, therefore, need be ,.ntertained that in the 
eventofpeace with Constantinopfe again settidg the 
southern division of the Russian forccSpat libetty, 

See Lieut. Alexander's Travels. 
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the late designs upon Persia will be resumed, and 
ample advantage taken of the infpnnation now ac

quired respecting the" deficiencies, mora,l and pby
sical, under which that unfortunate country appears 
destinc~. to labour. 

But wha~ever 'Inay be the future views of our 
great Northern ri\'al, the r~spite which has thus 
been afforded to the Indian Government is most 
valuable. Had the Russians contiimed to ad
vance, the alarm which 'lad begun to pervade our 
frontiPl' provinces would llave so greatly encreas
cd, as, in some measure, to have impaired the 
character of any measure which might be ndopted 
for improving the condition of th£ inhabitants of 
that part of our territory. hy giving it the appear
ance of being rather ext ortcd hy our fears Ulan 
conceded by OUl' justice, Now, however, all im
mediate danger heing removed, and Ute recur
rence, though still within the bounds ofplXJbability, 
not impossibly distant in point of time, DO such 

, motives can be interred. Indeed the only appre
hension now is, that the improvidence of the Go
vernors will lead t hem to neglect the solemn 
.... 'arning which they.have received, and induce 
them again to ('~nsidcr the governed as safe from 
attack,- ~nd as firm in their allegiance, as if no 

« 
• Symptoms of this have already appeared ill the ornel'6 

i~SUl'd respecting the reduction of the army :-from ten' to , 
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such danger had ever offered itself, or a1l if they 
had ndt just reason ·to complain of toe general 
impoverisbment to which they are reduced. 

twenty men per company in the infantry, and the same in 

the cavalry, have been reduced, and some companit'1 of artil
kry have been dismounted \1](1 the horse"s so~d.,. The impolicy 

of this proceeding, rpspectill~ tile c,rvalry and artillery in 
particular, must be manifest from what has been observed 

With regard to the scarcity of' horses in India ; and the demaud 
being so greatly redured, ther. will be little or no encourage
ment for brepding; and, in addition to the time required for 

properly brcaking horses for the public service, Government 
'~'ill 1I0t be able to procure them in the event of a sudden 

call. Advantage should be t.aken of a '"pE'riod of peace to 
prepare ourselves 411 every point for future warb; and jf re

trenchment in eApcnditure must be made, it should only be 

in t!lOse departments which admit of bcillg easily restored to 

their original strength ill tllnc of need. 



74 CONDITlON OF THE ,EOPJ. .. E 

CHAPTE;R III. 

ON THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE OF 

HINDOSTAN. 

"Verum illi (nostri majores) rlelubra deorum pietate, 
domos suas gloria decorabant; neque victis quidquam, 
prreter injurim licentiam, cripiebant. At hi contra, ig-'" 
navi~8imi homines per summum scelus, omnia ea sociis 
adimere, qUIB fortissimi viri victores aostibus relique
runt: proinde quasi injuriam facerc, id de mum esset 
imperio uti." 

IN the last chapt('r, it has been shown that the 
defence of India against the atta~ks of a really 
formidable power would require not oAIy a more 

efficient army than that which is now distribute4 
throughout its provinces, but that even the best 
organized force would find it difficu1t to subsist 
itself in any part of the country without being as 
detrimental to its proiijlCrity as if it were o,n hos
tile ground. With the exception of a few tribes, 
nJt very.· respectable as to numbers, we have 
perhaps little to apprehend from the open assist
ance which the ~ople of t~e country might 1:le 
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disposed to afford the common enemy ; but even 
their lukewarmness, their indifference to the fate 
of the p~sent Governmen~ would be pregnant 
with the most disastrous consequences. If, in
deed, it be doubted whether any country.can be 

conquered when its inhabitants resolv~ to be free, 
• it must follow that no forl'ign -Occupant can suc-

cessfully defend it, tmless the inhabitants range 
themselves ~nequivocally on his side. It is, there
fore, of the first importaftce, to endeavour to as
cf'rtain the actual condition of the people, and 
what is their attachment to the soil they cultivate, 
and to the government under whictl they live. 

The habits ~f the Mohammedan conquerors of 

Hindostan leading them to indulge in pomp and 

sensuality, the love of ease and pleasure soon in
fluenced their demeanour towards the vanquished; 
and if the feelings as well as the interests of the 
Hindoos 1Vere generally disregaroed. they at least 
derived some consolation from seeing their fellow
countrymen occasionally raised to high dignity 
and power, both in the civil and military depart
ments of the state. It is true that this was too 

frequently the consequence-of fwced allianc~ and 
polluted blood; but the patient idolater, as soon 

• as the sense of personal d~ation was· overcome. 
did not disdain to profit himself and his kindred 
by the influence thus obtaived. On the other 



76 CONDITION OFTBE PEOPLE 

hand, if wealth to an enormous ,amount was 
wrested from them, often under circumstances ,of 
the grpatest cruelty, still that wealth w;lsdissipat
ed as freely as it waiS obtained, and the greater 
palt of it flowed back in refreshing streams upon 
the industry of the country. It maY,be remarked, 
too, that the' MofJammeda~s, thoug\t differing as 
much as Christians do, in religion, . .nom the Hin
doos, were yet of the same flesh and blood; in 
the great family of nature they were kindred; 
alllI the same sun that shed its genjal influence 
upon the one, cheered and animated the other. 
But with the E.nglish every thing is different: the 
climate of India is looked upon "as foreign and 
ungenial; to them the country is forbidden 
ground; they are only allowed to reside in it as 
sojourners anxious to regain their ,native homes; 
and whilst their exactions surpass those of all 
former rulers, they individually support-a smaller 
expenditure than the natives can be induced to 

f believe is consistent with the stations they hold. 
and the wealth appropriated to their support. 
With every allowance for variation of national 
character, their ~xpenditurc in India i~, generally 
sp~nking, on the lowest scale of decent subtris
tence, according to their several ranks; their sur
plus income is remitted to Europe, and they; as 
well as their employers, appear to look upon 
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Hiodostan as a patrimony grante!i .. to tl.l~. ~Ol·'. 
th.e s~p.p.()r(o( ilierf families on the oth('f ~~~ ,of' 
the globe~. Almost the whele of what is wrung 
from the people, ostensibly in requital for the 
protection afforded them by the (fovernmiut, in~. 
stead of being laid out in bona jide s~atc expen-: 
diture, f?r the ad\'a~tage of- the- cOllntry. is;
dc,'oted to the payment of the interest of debts 

• contracted by the Company in their char~cter of 
merchants, and in the pilst or present support of 
fOJ'cign establishments, such as Prince of' "Vales's 
Island, Bencoolen, and St. Helena, maintained 
avowedly tor commercial purposes. -Add to this the 
depression of the higher chsses, (which was the 
unexpected consequence of the territorial system 
of revenue,) and their exclusion Ii'om places of 
trust and emolument,-the little employment 
given to the natives in general, in consequence of 
the economical scale of our Indian establishments 
-and the small number of our troops compared 

• 
with the countless multitudes of an armed force 
constituted according to Asiatic notions of paraue 
and splendour ; and we may easily comprehend 
how infinitely more sever~ly our Christian rule 
must bear upon the condition ~nd prosperity of 
the people, than that of any previous ~onquetor. 
It is to this account that tve should have to place 
the apathy of the inhabitants_in the event of any 
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serious danger threaterting the AnglOl-lndiall &J. 
. vernment :-the impoverishment of the '~1mtrY' 
(11ight not be revengM upon us.in deeljs of insu.,... 
'rection and blood, but theirs would be the f)03J 

6iientio( tenuis, which, though not heard in the 
whirlwind C?r in the earth~uake, would speak dis" 
may and ruin to' the hearts of their oppressors; 
and the reckless indifference with which they 
would behold the struggle, even if th~y abstained 
from open hostility, woUld be decisive of the tate 
of their present rulers; for no army ever yet 
withstood the energies of a powerful invading foe, 
if unsupported' by the sympathy of the country 
which it was endeavouring to defeud. 

From what has been before remarked respecting 
the telTitorial acquisitions of the Company, it will 
readily bc conceived that nothing could have been 
less calculated to encourage the eXl~tion of any 
improvement in the condition of the pe_ple, than 
the principle" of actual pecuniary profit upon 

(which those acquisitions were made. Without 
pausing to reflect that the sevel·al powers then 
holding possessions in India, if not in open rebel
lion against their legiiimate sovereign, were cer-,-
tainly foreigners and intruders on the soil, whole· 
traCts and provinccs were accepted as gifts,· ar 
conquered by force of arms, as if the aboriginal 
inhabitants were no~. more worthy of consideratioO' 
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thaD tbetrees and ,other productions to be found 
on the surtace. 4ccording to the baroal"Ous com~ 
putation o! oriental despots,. countries wel'e only 
valuable in proportion to the direct rond revenue 
they yielded; the happiness of the inha~itants 
never entered into the calculation; and the slow 

• • and often interrupted progress uf atts and com-
merce afforded no other available source of in
come. The' occurrence of wars and revolutions 
rarely permitted any hope! of improvement in the 
amount; and as amidst the scenes of pillage that 
took place under a system of graduated plunder, 
from the prince dow!1 to the smallest functionary. 
every thing was"<lestroyed or dissipated that came 

within the reach ofman,-the land, which appear
ed to be the only indestructible element of pro
duction, came to, be considered as the sole property 
of the ruler. It was of this principle, which in 
itself exhibited the very essence of anarchy, igno
rance, and misrule, that a Christian establishment, • 
emanating from a community in which civilization 
and refinement we're supposed to have attained 
their highest point, were not ashamed to avail 

themselves. Following tqe worthy prototypes 
• which the history of Asiatic, ba.rbarislIi and ty- . 

ranny afforded' them, the India. Company declaIed 
that the farmer's dues we:e in ei'ect those of the 
state.; and mbaequwtly. when. under the ref01"lDS 
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introduced by Lord Cornwallis, they os~ 
bestowed proprietary rights uWn the zemindalSt . 

they first appropriated to the state the'whoJe 
produce of the so~ after paying the ~penses of 
cultivftion, and one-tenth of the rental to the 
newly created landholder. In addition, however, 
to Asiatic r princioples and' precedents, and to the 
learning aDd research bestowed by Patton !It to 
prove that the sovereign was sole proprietor, or, 
which amounts to the slime thing, the sole dispweT 
of landed vropel'1y, arguments were not long un
discovered, whereby to confer on this principle the 
sanction of Ulcy:e competent authori~y; :snd Black
stone is quoted by one Of the wJOi.~ . in support 
of the Company's prerogative to ~.~ that if .a. 
H subject in England has only the usufruct and 
not the absolute property in the soil-or, as Sir 
Edward Coke expresses it, he has domiJlium utile, 

but not. domill'iulll directum-a ryot in.Jndia may 
rest contente~ with an usufructuary right." But, 
besides that this principle in the law of Eugland
resting as it does UpOIl the dvctrille of escheats, 
by which the sovereign of the state succeeds to all 
inheritance to which po other title can be found, 
and by which la~ds, like aU other property, revert 
to 'and vect in the King, who in the eye ofthe law 
is the nniversal lord alid original proprietor of aU 

Princilllr of Asiatic- Monarchie,. 
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4lthe laud in '; his- kingdom -'-is ~ared by. ·~k
stone ~2.$O) to bf:-.. ~ in l't'Ality, a 1Uete fiction ;", it 
forms pm.1 &111y of- that contftitutio!l· by which ihe 
Kill'g is solemnly sworn to govern his pebple ac
cording tfJ the statutes in Parliament ~d on; 
if, therefore, the ryot of India is bqund to rest 
contented with the sa~ne title to hi§ ground that 
a subject of England possesses, tu make the 
analogy co~plete, a free eonstitution shouIdbe 
given, and the quota of Ilnd-tax to be paid should 
he settled by his representatives in Parliament 

assembled. 
Nothing, in trut~, could have "been more idle 

than the whole' contro~rsy concerning the ri.ght 
of property in the soil of India: the natives, 
whose very subsistence depended upon the issue, 
were unable to take any part in the uiscllssion ; 
and it is quite evident that the will of Govern
ment, whteh was alone commensurate with it~ 

power, was the only rule by which .it was deter
mined. Arguing from a state of things wbid 
had been produced'by ages of plunder and deiioJa... 
tion, the East India Company saw that the only 
rational mode of restoring .the prosperity of the 
country, would interfere with the pecuniarY aid 
which their commercial embarFMsmentsr reru.b.l~ 
necessary~ b'etnd£$ cOmpelling them to abtJ~ 
frorn all attevlpts to increasr their rents until 

G 
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~ wu restored,ane;,withit the,,~i" 
iDdustrious habits·.of'~ 'comm\\nitr> TIJ.eit:, ,~' 
terest as traders was, ion fact. ,i~pat.ib)e -wi~:dle 
r.eal interest of ~rritorial ru~f s,,~ to.-na"-t 

a symQathy with the prosperity of tJie cqu~. 
The financial, difficulties in which the Compeny?e 
Government bad' involved themselves, Qidfl~ 
allow. them the necessary leisure to take,s. ju$t 
RQd magnanimous view of the great and inter ... 
iog question which the "'onderful course of eventll 
had tmhmitted to their dcciskm; and, unhappily. 
the great Council of the nation, Rnd the ev~r
watchful eye of <the British public, were too distant. 
to adll1it of effectual intel'ference .to save ·the' in
habitants of India from the continuance of a 
system, which, even uudel' the more lenieut sw8¥ 
of Mohammedan rulers, had plunged the greate,r 
part of them in hopeless poverty. 

When, however, the India Company .. and their 
Government 9rdained a .perman~~ttlemellt of 

I the land revenue in 1793, there .;~ · no doubt that 
it was tht'ir intention to l'enoU}u:e all claim to the 
pllOprirtorship of the land in favour of the zemiu
dars; but in omitting fxactly to define, in tbe tim 
instance. the rel~tive situation of zemindar arid 

( c " c' , '. 

ryot, the .door appears to have been left. 9pen te 
so many aiterations aml interferences o~ the ~ 
of Government, as in a .great mea,sure,to ha:ve <I!fI-

~. -'I' 



~tbe ~!rigHt .110 a mCft!e "tlurte. The 
mtemts·of,~ J:YOw being in 'dittot upp6Shiou 'to 

those ;of ~J;he landholders, :·the latter were' !lOon 
found rctmiplaining that. lluless they were armed 
with 'power, as prompt to enforce paymtnt !rom 
their· renters, as Government had al\thori!led 'the 

f · d' - 1-111.· • use 0 In regar '10 Its own c lams, It was llllpOS-

sible for them to discharge their engagements 
with punctuality. Notwithstanding this appeal, 
however, Government appear to have been scep
tical as to the ill effects of the system. until its 
jnterest~ * were likely to be atrected, by the farther 
progress of the evils complained (ff, exposing por
tions of the ifmd sold to the hazard of a reduction 
in the rates of assessment. It then interfered for 
the protection of the zemindars; and a regulatiop 
was enacted, " for better enabling individuals to 
recover arrears of rent or revenue due to them," 
[the opening of the preamble to which is to tiu" 

Much the same reasons were given by ,[,mur for pro

tt:-ctiug his IlUbjeCtlO frdID ruin; '" fGr tbe ruin of the subjeCt 
cau~tb the diminution of the Imperia! treasures:" a filH;iage 
upon ,which Mr. Patton (pfinciples of Asiu.tic Monarchies) 
makes the following observatio~ :-"IThis intimate. con

ncxion ~tw'e~n the interest of the Sovereiga and the WOII· 
perity of the hlX~bandmo.n '<the Jmmediate tena.nt of Go~uCl
IflMit), i'W tJte.~wtEllrt. ~ge ,or his Secltrit,. ."SuOb '",mt 'the 

o~~oC'~ pt*~ ~entJu ~~" 

G 2 
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f,'lAIewing -effect :--f! Gdternment· noV ~,Gf 
~y delay in the payment .. of th,e ·public \~ll' 
receivable from the "Proprietors 8lId f~ ,of 
land, justice requires that· they should ha,ve the 
means f)f levying their rents and revenues with 
equal punct!1ality, and that the persons by,:wbQlU 
they may be 'paya<Jle, whether under f&rUlers, ~. 
pendant talookdars, ryots, or others, ,'should be 
enabled, in like manner, to realize tlie rents, and 
revenue from which thE!ir engagements with the 
proprietors or farmers are to be made."] B~d.bis 

regulation, the delays which a default.~\'Was 
ennbled to opPfJse to the distrainer in e~orcing 
payment of arrears of rent or revenue, as far as 
the amount was realizable from his <:rops or his 
personal property, w('re avoided, and the dill-
trainer allowed, under specified cWKl,itions, to put 

up tlw propcrty of the defaulter, for sale, and to 

cause it to he sold, to make god4!!~e s.leficiency.; 
and, in some ,cases, to confine .. '~faulter until 

'he discharged the claim against bint, togetber with 
interest, at twdve per cent. Thus the protection 
afforded to the cultivators by the permanent set
tlement was in t>ffec4 withdrawn, and the land-

e 
holders had it again in their power to pl'actise an 
thJse oppressions and arbitrary exactions. whicb . 
it had bt'e~ the object o~ that settlement to abolish 
for ever. •• It beca:ne the interestof·the ,"ZeIlUf-: 
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dar~'! ;~liB \~ed'by •• Tbackery Oll :aoother 

occasion,'c: Ilbt tQ.assist; 'but ,to fllin the ryot, that 

he migbt'~ject · him from his right of occupaQ~,f 
and put in S<lme one else ou a l'ai~d l"ent ;"-and 
such wmr his powet' in this respect, that tie C1Uti~ ' 

vatol'S, unable to bear up against t'!eir renewed 
opprt'l;sions, were freqt.ently iIrdu~d to abscond, 

in order to avoid imprisonment, in addition to the 
forfeiture ot their whole property. It was from 

the operation of these t\vo causf's-the efforts of 

the landholders, on the one hand, to retain their 

station, and, if possible, to raise their share of the 

rents; #lnd of the ryots, on the other, t.o secnre a 

fair rcmunerativn for their luhonl', - tlmt justified 

the following appalling picture, drawn hy the Col

lector of Miullupol'e, in Fehruary 1802. "They 

(the zemindars) aU SHY, that such a harsh and , . 
oppressiv(' system was nt' ver before resorted to in 

this coun&ry; that the custom of' imprisoning 

landholders for arrears of revenue was, in compa--• 
rison, mild and indulgent to them; that though it-
was no doubt the 1bteritioh of Government to con- ' 

fer an important benefit on them by abolishing 
this cnstonl, 1t has been foynd, by melancholy M-

• • peri~, that the system of sales and attachments, 
whieh has been substituted for , it, has, in, ·th~ 
COUl'lle of .. . few , years, re~uced most of the great 
~miudari;r Dr Bengal. to distress' and beggary. and 
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_uctd;a grealet>;~' 'in t.IIe;'~\"" 
"tJ~t·tban; _'~p&'eftI', ~_ 

'laM "pare of ,.ti'!n:e ittJany age.,' ~'~'. 
merceifect'of'mternal regulations;" E~'_ 
~eryw~re 'sold- for default of reveous.;a •• 
purchasers, ~ho snpplaftted the fir. prep~ 
being in· their'tum uuable't',to support themselves 
und~l' such a system~ the land, was sold and Jl'&io 

told-~until it at length fell into the poSSession ofa 
set of men who were conf'ent to act merely.as tlhe 
l'f'('eivers of the land--tax, wi.tbout having an¥ 
farther intere~t in their -estates, or lllcurring an,' 
risk but that o~ losing their office. This.was, in 
fact, the natural ~sult of the anOM!l8lous positioa 
~u which the zem~ndar was placed in respect to 
Government and to the ryots; responsible to the 
former for the whole amount asaMed on his' 
estate, and necessarily at the m~cy of the latter, 
when the least delay in realizing th». amount 
oc:casimled a sljlle of his property to make good t1Ie 
defalcation, he was gradually deprived 00 every 
thj:ng he l)Ossessed, besides the "tenth share of the 
l'eftts, which formed his commission for collecting 
the. whole. No individual thus circumstanced! 

t 

could'be swpposed to have· the power, even if •. 
hact-the will. to attend to the comforts.andp... 
perity of his tenants; ~ whilst, for' w.aat. . f#, 
capital. DO attempt could be made by the latter .... 



~"~;,,eottditi~ __ t:, ,00erwhe1Ining 
thelJl .. ~hh~ 110 8~t e4'0lltoould.release 
tkem; ~ ~"ery.aQ"e whicll wu gained 
excited, t8e, '~O~~S' of their 1an410Pd, and in. 
duced Mm to make use "of aU the mea" in-his 
power to, ditpallScss them, and procl!re a higher , 
rent from their -successt.-. Thi~ con~ideration ope
rated as a complete bar to improvemeut; and, in 

fact, *he ooly reasonable prospect which offered 

itself to such of the lan<1holders as still possessed 
sufficient capital, was to turn their attention to 

the culti~ation of such waste land as lay within 
the boundary of their estates, and the pl'Odut:c of 
which, agreeably to the spirit of the aet of permn. 
nent settlement, was not liable to farther tax· 
ation. 

In a climate like that of India, where vegetation 
is so rapid, and where inundations are so fre
quent, grO'Und very soon runs to waste and becomes,!. 
overgrown with bmshwood. Calebrooke esti- ~ 
ma.tes the proportion o..f l~nd tilled in Bengal and-! 
Behar at oldv one4.hird of the whole surface; and I . ' 

gives it as' his opinion. in an extreme case, that a 
period· ·orthirty years sca}lt:ely fovers the ~arren 

sa~:witb . ~~when ~nundation~ have .~n 
cli~tl, • sot'hetlmes OC"urs, by. nvers breakmg 
throUgh tbeir bmlb· ~r changing then- courSe~· It 
req1ttt8,iMl~, at All tiD;leS, acorisidemble 
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.-,enseof ,mOfttty 4IDd<Wlourto ,clear,t~~ 
8I'e<Jf'ergrown with"jtwgle; in !p'O&t'~'f_oJO!l 
thJlee, years must ela~ befhre it -,is ~~,how, 
much of the ground"so cleared, will yield, as ... -
cient remuneration; and'i,if to ,these consider&.. 
~ions be" added the ill effects of pever1y 31ld igno,. 
ranee, in per8Gvering upolf an exaggerated, ,esti· 
mate of profit, some idea may be formed of the 
difficulty of reclaiming land under sinillar circum
stailces, and of the d~'Tce of encouragement 
which it would be desirable to hold out for sum 
employment of capital. Instances, indeed, have 
not been wantipg, of individuals having entirely 
rui'lled themselves, after a perseverance of upwards 
of twenty years, in their endeavour to reclaim 
waste lands in different parts of India. Fortu:
nately, such instances are rare, but they serve to 
show the difficulty attending improvements of this 
nature. The Indian Government, hO\iever. stin 
adhering to the principle, tha. profits derived 

\ - ~ '-

,n'om the land are in effect th~ of the state, bave 
not only allowed thcmseives to iJe prevailed upon, 
in cousP-quence of this very, partial improvement 
of the condition of tiz~ landholders, to . withlMd 
the lrenefits of a lpertnanent. settlement front"tbe 
_cedt-d and conquered provinceS, althOUgh '&!er 
the most solemn enga#ments to .grant thMJ; lMtt 
tlwyaave endeavoured, aad' are still: iff1deaveut;. 



iug~\ hy ,aL5$r.t".of! f'iO .flJtJrr4nt(j,pl'OOe8s, to:. usert 
their right ,to ,share in the augmentation of income. 
wbichsoIOO':2:emiodars have.procured. at so lIluch . 
eXpellle" a:Ddh~at'dto themsel~es indiridually. 
In regard to the north-western provinces, in, par_ 
ticular, nothing can be at once so unjust aud :SO 

impolitic as such cond~t. The whole populat.ion 
of that part of the cOl,mtry, which is IDf.)st exposed 
to foreign a~ssion-a race of men well known to 
be more robust and more prone to military habits 
than in any other part of India-instead of being 
attached to the Government, by being attached to 
the soil, which they ought to protect. art: kept in 
an unsettled and discontented conditioll; ready to 
believe that nothing but a change of mastel'S can 
free them from the state of impoverishment in 
which they are plunged ;-whilst the great land
holders are deterred from attending to the happi
ness and ,prosperity of tlleir tenantry. by the ap
prehension that Government will step in and 

• • appropriate aU the profits, as they are thought tQ 

be doing in the relit of""their dominions. 
The effect of these circmnstallces in discou

raging agriculture, it is un'lecessary to insist upon; 
but'"the -injury thus inflicted u~on the coulltry is 
greluy enhanced by the cbange which a few ,-,ears 
havewl-ougbt,in,its coroJhercial prospeetg. When 
Briiisli iDftuen.ee wa&~ 6rst established in Bengal, 
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".~.1lUl5 '~~'~_"" 
~:.and 81'0... o£taB: deacrj~na. 'M~lle;_" 
: ... , ,otfieefs, b9tall"ot.;tOe ·. ·M~; ~'i'8llld.t;da 
.bordinate priRdpaJities·~ and ~~~ 
tPeir. numerous retaioerBJ' occasiooed .an im.meute 
~uaription of, evgy uticle . wbich lux..,- CGUW 
~e..Ql: tht:.·iagftUlity ol':the .'COIl.try pmdla,-; 
rl~some of these, G\! a'Xlcmnt of their beauty. a:ad 
coatlioess, formed the basis of a considerable ' ex .. 
port trade. But on the"sabstitutionof a compa
ratively e£onomical ElU'opean Government, the 
demand fur productions of this nature abDosf en~ 
timy., ceased; the industry of tbe country every .. 
where met with a sensible cheek ;. and the finish .. 
ing blow was put to mMy of those manufactures, 
for which -India bad been so long celebrated, by 
tIle,fabrics of E~ope being made to rival them.in 
delicacy of workmanshipf and even to surpass 
them in cheapness. Nothing w~. theV reserved 
ton the industry of the natives .... ch articles u 

\ . 
~ere t.oo couse or too valueless to excite cornpe .. 
titian; and the great increase &f the import tmde 
.n eODverted' India almost exclusively into ... 
market £01' raw produ~. This great revolutioa 
in ,the eQmmeroiltl int{lrest8 of tbe country> was, 
~. to arouse aU the. vigilance. and can r..:. 
all. the kbeamnce, of," Govem~ ~ haIlr 
_.wdfare of its .,~. at. bean •.. The peat. 



".j-itti .. : ... ~",ift :6t~ .. 
.. peefiler rwfro,-l"' ,MiDg-_ CGbl}JOMd 01;.& :B1811 

fIJi "'~?Cl--.',s~' to,ftatit_'*"
pIe'euapN.rmeut 10r the -agricultund . clau,. tiecame 
saddeGly tnriaibmied: iota-. ,natiOli of. eultiv~ 

• • ~_ .&L~ • -called uvpenoualywrr" "' ... hteri~ band' of. ' ~ 
vemJ'delllt to-imTease ,atM.-improve tile' produce of 
the 9O~ ., the' adophcm of every expedient whicb 
ilKiusby, skil, and capital could apply to- it. and 
to create sucit Gther -emplllyment 8S the natUl"e; 
wants, and habits of the people would admit. In 
all countries where the great bulk of the inhabi
tants gain their subsistence by cultivating the soil, 
the natural iucrease of population will soon ex

ceed the dematKl for flDPloyment, and the wages 
of labour will be graduaHy reduced to the lowest 
possible rate. Nothing can avert or even retard 

the genel'al distress and misery consequent upon 
this state.pf things, but the extension 8iDd im ... 

provement €If agricul~ the encouragement of 
• 

industry-t9 fismish t'mployment t.() the surplus po;. 
pvJatioll, and the .di~ of education and ill.;. 
telligM1ce ; ,by die operaticm of wbiebo 'DeW WIln. 
and, Dew-tastes will be engendered ' sllticient tit 

impm-t 11 "tJtBulus to the, iRd~ and ingetmit1 ' 
of all!.... Tlle. lndicll ~\"emmeBt,; ~' 

as lWe i~'''' adej. u;oa diametricaUy ~ 
site -prindp~~' 'w-.. iuDoImt'&I '. ',tau. 
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.. W ~beell· bed,in;, ~uity'-at· ,,;m •. -bitb 
~,was every ~. to 8uppope:.ouIdt~>Ule 

Imrpiu,s earni!lgs of tile whole agrieulto~c(muh .. ., 
nity. into the.-co1fers of Ule state. a pe~._ .. 
tlement with the m:ded sad conquered 'proviaces, 

tlwugl~ distinctly 'promised under;tbe governtllEiritl 
of. :Lord Wellesley and U6rd Minto; is withheld 
from time to t~ne. in the hope of 'graduaHy so
ticing the landholders to make such improvement, 
as may afford an OppC?,rttlOiJ;y of approximating to 
the maximum assessment which the produce of 

the soil '"ill admit; because, in a few instanee5f 
the landholder1i. of Bengal and Behar have been 
able to accunlulate more wealth. than could rea
sonably have been anticipated. Nor is this iude. 
ceot appetence of revenue confined to the.regula
tions enacted of late years, -regulations which 
appear to be passed for no other purpose than to 
be subjects of perpetual discussion a,pd illusive 
amendment-but it is made to apply tetrospectively 
even to rights a"nd privileges which existed before 
the acquisition of the 'D~aIlllY; and which had 
beeft recognised by every sUccessU-e government; 
fQt' the tenures by which certain lands have • 
been~. held rent-free from time immemorial have 
COJ8e at length to be questioned. and waDY.,Of 
them have lately been, f.esume4, whUat others." 
at this moment, under iequestratioo. 



Whetf,,,;the )~ •. ;'iki~j·ap~ .. upon; the 
plains' ()f,I~,c~)vere'. JO matly·mttivepJ'ittrJee 
and cbie~$ in 'the exercise.: ()f sov~reig* ~, 
and these ·personages .. were so easilY'indUced .to 
alienate, thei ... rights for"tbe sake ofi~e 
advantage, that it is probable the custom of ~ 
ing lands rent..£ree contfltuBd even after the Com
pany had unequivacally assumed political rule. It 
was necessary. therefore, to inquire into and put 
a stop to an abuse whi~h,~ threatened to make 
such serious inroads upon the fiscal jurisdiction 
of the state; and accordingly, as far backflas 1788, 
a regulation was passed, that all. rent-free land, 
in whatever quantity, unless held under the sano.. 
tion of a grant from the Govemor and Council, or 
unless possession thereof had been obtain<.>d ante· 
redent to the Dewanny grant, were resurnable. 
To this regulation no reasonable objection could 
be made; .. though such i~ reported to have been 
the number of claims for land which then called 
for confirmation, that it is supposed. a very great 
portion of them wtis ie'ft tmadjusted by the Com
mittee empowered to canoy the above ,resolution 

into effect. 
T4ese lands ,are cbiefly of fJurde~ptioos, 

the Devutter aDd Pimtter, gtanted 1M the en4*'w-
. ~ , . ~ 

• SeeMi:IOtartt+s,Analysisof'tM FinM~ oi"Benpl, 
Fifth Renort. AuMDda:. p.·fiQ'andl';8 •. 
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-aent;·,of.Hindoo· and'M~e&in' .~i"re
'lpfdively; Bramutter},.nds 'appropiiateti'·ivc'. 
maintenance,pC Bt8Q;lins; and Mi)lh~'or"'" 
.mry grauts to iadividuals .. , The 'two Jat~.Gesdrip.. 
tions may be sold, or otherwise disposed of.;'" .. 
the two first are for ev:er devoted to thepup,pOiles 
for which 'tirey were o~nally granted; ·atlda 
wdel"of Government, on the occasion :rci'erredtlo, 
prohibited the granting of land for r~igiuU1l :or 
charitable purposc!$ iJ~ lu~re without the express 
sanction of the liitate, though existing proprietors 
were collfirmed in their possessions. Affairs reO. 

mained in this situation for many years, but at 
length an order was issued, decreeing that rent .. 
free lands should be resumed, uoleS$ the propri. 
ctars of them could produce their sunnuds, or 
grants, for the inspeCtion of the Collector of the 
district; when those found to bear unequivocal 
marks of validity were to be confirmesi. and tbe 
oihers rescinded. As, however) much of the land 

'fly a subsequent regulatiou, rent-free laud, not -exceeding 
tt}i1 hig-gah" ill extent (about"8 {cre~)~'are exempted from the 
QpenotKIU of this decree, upon proof being produced of .ueh 
lands having been ill the pIlssession of the family now hold
ing th,em for a certair.. spedrieu period. There is little doubt. 
ho:.vever, thIn tht, reveuue records which were deposited in 

tb~"Khalsah when the '(>efroll.nent settlement was'made, de 
actu:ally eontain the registry'of JOOAt of tbe rent-free fNStdes 

whiCh are 110. about to .be1'e8unied. 



in q~"~Jtad';':"'~'~f.'~,qdiG 
SOUle ·~,~tmies. before· the· establishmetltof 
the Com,..nr~ G<wemroent;. it was $carcely pr0-

bable that: ~nm1ds and titles eo~ld have ·beoo 

Preservea, amidst the scenes of violence and cam;.: • • 

motioB which had so frequently occurred; neithef.l 
public nor private regis~ could be • supposed, -to 
have survived the general wreck.; though the 
known ha~its' of the people were perfectly eooms
tent with the belief th~t sl1ch property continued 
to descend in the families to which it had been 
originally given. 

To these evils arising out of the extreme uncer
tainty of their rights, where every privilege ill as
sumed to be held by sufferance. liable to the re
vision or re~umption of Government, without even 
the form of open investigation, must be added the 
imposition of stamp-duties. bearing with peculiar 
severity uPQn the under tenants and cultivators, 
and which were a direct consequence of the act qf 

permanent settlement. 
The natives of IlltUi;'but particularly the itlha

bitant-s of what:u.e termed the Lower Provinces of 
the Bengal Presidency. cheFjsh a very general and 
sincere v~Jation fOr the charact~r of Lord :(Jora .. 
wallis ; and with reason look uport him as flOe 
champion Qf their iights. W the fuurwler.~:tbe, 
few pririleges which. fiill remain to them. , .1lis 
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professed desire to make ,their protection ;4Cpend 
Solely upon the laws, and ,not upon the individual 
character of their rulers; and his consequent sepa..
ration of the financial from the judicial functions, 
and making public officers in the former depart-. ,. 
ment responsible for their conduct to the courts 
established' in the princt'f}al cities and districts; 
his regulating courts of appeal and last resort; 
his abolition of judges' fees, as well' as all other 
charges which set a price lIpon justice, and made 
it difficult of Access in proportion to the pover
ty and helplessness of the suitor; his recommend
ing and laying' the foundation of a code of laws, 
laying down rulL'S for the condud of all, and spe
cifying the mode of attaining speedy redress fOT 
every injury; and the care he took to explain the 
grounds of every rcgulation he cllacted, and to 
ap~al to the good sense of' the people upon all , 
subjects affecting their rights, persous, or pro
perty.-called for, and still command, their fervent 
admiration. a~d justly entitled that distinguished 
noblpman to the gratitude,' 'nol.- only of India, hut 
of all mankind. Accu:stomed. AS the natives of 
India are. to look up to their l'Ulers with a defer
e~' and respect little short of adoration, they 
hafted with .heartfelt f"atitude these manifesta· 
tions of a kind and beneficent mind; .but in pt0-
portion to the sincclity of this feeling, is the di .. 
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may with which they have witnessed the almost 
total abrogation of measures, the reasons of wInch 
had been so fully and sati~factorily laid open 
to their understanding, and a system infinih·ly 
morc severe and inflexible than any they l.'ld be
fore seen, substituted in its place. Il)mllncrable 

d· . ... • are the tra ltIons current throughout the Pl'O-
vinces. conc~rning the love of justice, and the 
strictly impartial mind, for which Lord COl'll

wallis was celebrated; they consiJer his regula
tions as having established and conveyed to them 
bcnefits till then unknown, or only existing in 
their legendary abstractions of ,\That a perfect 
ruler should be. His e4ual admini:"tration of 
justice, by rules which proft'ssl'd to disregard the 
persons and qualities of men, and to IJe fi'ee from 
the influence 'of the G()n~l'Jlrnl'nt its('lf~ gained all 
their confidellce; and if the land-tax appeared to 
he so great~ as to leave the ostensible proprietor 
an inadequate share of the rents of IJis estate, still 
the amount taken was" fixed, and for ever," aIHI-,............... . . 
admitted of relative diminution, by the effect of 
increased industry. This certainty of exemption 
irom future demands, notwithst~nding the dislld
vantage under ~hich they laboured~ in being in a 
great measureexciuded f;orn taking any parl in 
the govenunent of their country, and in being de
barred from receiving assistance and instruction 

H 
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from the settlement of inteJ1igent Europeans 

amongst them, still offered considerable induce

ment to them to in1prove their property by cul

tivating the more valuable articles of produce, 

and b)( clearing waste or uncultivated lands :-like 
the lever qf Archimedes, industry only, required 

ground to stand upon. t~ enable it to move, the 

universe; and that ground they bebeld in the . 
security to persons and property, which it was his 
Lordship's amtious wish' to establish. 

It is singular, however, t.hat although Lord 

Cornwallis successfully combated the reasons for 

delaying, for te'.l years, the final announcement of 

a llermanent settlcl1lent, which' Mr. Shore had 

adduced, he never app<>al's to have entertained a 

doubt as to the prior right of the zemindars to 

the property of the soil. "MI'. Shore has most 

ably. Hnd. in my opinion," '" observes his Lordship • 
.. most successfully argued in favour of the )'ighb! 

of t.he zemilldnrs to the property of the soil." 
. But if the value of permanency is t.o be withdrawn 

4 t~ .. 

from the settlement now in agit"tion, of what 

avail will the power of his arguments be to the 
zemindars, for }Vhosf. rights he lias contended? 

They are no'f to have their property in farm for 
,II 'east' of ten years, IJl'oviaed they will pay as 

.. Fift.h Report, Appendix. p. 47S. 
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good B rent for it; and this property is then to 
be again assessed. at whatever rent the GoVttro

rneIlt of this country may ae that time think pro

per to impose. In any part of the world. where 

the value of property is known, would uo~ such a 

concession of a right of pmperty in the soil be 

called a cruel mockery?" The idterest of tht~ 
zcmindar was, in point of fact, tl)O intimately . 
blended with the proprietary light to be easily 
~eparated; out nothing is more clear, throughOllt 
the whole controversy, than that the position 

which he occupied constituted a disturbing calise 

by which the plumb-line of jn~1:ice, in makin~ 

the proprietary recognition, was warped from the 

perpendicular, and the ('ntire calculation affected 
with error accordingly. The 1'yot was the .real 

proprietOl'--lie paid the relit of the land to the 

zemindar as an agent of U:overnment only. The 

zemindar was a civil officer of police, as well as 

revenue; he was hound to make ~ood his stipu

lated payment of revenue, under penalty of sufe 
h~rillg an e<luivaltirt'loss' of property, or of ')eing 

deprived of the whole; it was his duty to preserve 

the peace of the country ~ and his services were 
• 

required for the defence of the syte, agairist re-
hellion or invasion, according to his means of -fur• 
nishing that assistance. From all these duties, 
however, excepting the collection of the rents, our 

H 2 
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system of government relieved him; and, in prin

ciple, he had no farther right than that which the 

justice of Lord Cornwallis conceded to those who 

were likely to suffer from the resumption of the 

Sayer. ( " As to the question of right," * observes 

his Lordship, "I cannot conceive that any Govern~ 

ment in their sens{>s would' ever have delegated an 

authorised right to any of their subje~ts to impose 

arbitrary taxes on the internal commerce of the 

country. It certainly has been an abuse that has 
("rept in, either through the negligence of the Mo

gul gon~rnors, who were careless and ignorant of all 

matters of trade'; or, what is more probable, con
nivance of the l\1u~"uhnan anrnil~ who tolerated 

the extortion of the 7,clIlindrtr, that he might again 

plunder him in his tmn. But be that as it may. 
the right has been too lOll/!: e~tahliished, or toler

ated, to allow a just Government to take it away 

without illdemni(ying the proprietor f(Y.· the loss; 

and I neVl'r l~eard that, in the most free state, if 

'an individual possessed a right lilat was incompa
tible' with the public wcltlll·~:-th\:: legislature made 

any sCl'llple of taking it from him, provided they 

gave him a fair l'quivcleut. The case of the late 
lltlkt, of AthoJ. \\:ho, a iew years ago, parted very 

unwillingly with t he s~lV('rcig-nty of tllt' Isle of 

Man, appears to me to be exactly in point." The 

.. Fifth Report, Appendix, p. 475. 
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situation of the zemindars bore a still greater 
resemblance to the case here brought forward by 

his Lordship; the extent and condition of their 

tenure varied from those of a jagheerdar, or 

teudal chieftain, to those of a Guvernmenl agent 

for the collection of the rents, invested with au

thority o,,~er the ryots, lo enforce tl~ cultivation 
of the lands, and to yield thelll, at the same time, 

his protectio~. In l;ll cases, and under wliatc\'cr 

de~ignation, the collectioll of tIle revenue, and the 

appropriation of a Jll1rt of it for deti'llying' the 

local expenses, was the principal stipulation; and 

the amount which relllailled ntt.cl' these payments, 

(WCT and above "the remnneration nllo\\cd by the 

state, was paid into the trea~urr, either in the 

f\JrlU of an offerillg, or pre:.eni, on rt'llcwal of the 
jagheerdar's cOlYlmis"ioll (,V('I'), tlll't:c years, or of 

tribute, or silllply ill the fill'lll of land reVC/lue. 

If this \'i~w had bel'1l adopted by the Indian 
Government at the tilll(' of making the permanent 

• 
settlemcnt, and if the zl'lllindar,~ had be,'n e')m--,..... . . . 
pelled to ~rant ptlt.tahs to all the fanners or Ull· 

der tenants, and ryots, who could command suffi

cient capital to enable them to k}'cl' their lands in 
cultivation. the otherwise insurmjUntllLle 'diffi. 
cuI ties arising out of Ii vaill endeavour to recon~ile 
the existence of proprietary right:", with a denial 

of that control which a landholder everywhere 
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possesses over his tenants. would have been in the 
first instance avoided; and the zemiJidar would 
have fallen into his Hatural and correct position, 

of assistant to the collector of the district, in re
mitting through him the net land revenue to 

Government, after Paying the authorised local ex-
£ 

penses. 
In addition. however, to the varioll,S arguments 

by which the question of the permanent settle

ment, and the J,er80ns with whom that settlement 

WflS to he llluue, had, not undesignedly, been per
plexed, two other considerations were not with

out their influencl' upon the minds of the Court of 

Directors and the principal members of th~ InJian 
Government. 'rhe first was the actual necessity 

for realizing quickly and certainly the grp.atest 

possihle revenue from India, in consequence of the 

commercial embarrassments into which the Com
pany had fallen: and the Court of Dirfctors were 

only too hapI!Y to dose with a plan which yield-
"cd even more than they had calculated upon, with
out feeling disposed to ~tt~t;d' 1,6 the developement 

of BlIy other system, the operation of which might 

not turn out so speedRy advantageous to their in

terests. '1'h~other, a consideration which may 
be'supposed to have hqd niuch weight with the 
Indian Govemmcnt, aud to have induced them to 

recognise the zcrnindars as proprietors of the soil, 


