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perform, maddxtwnﬁotheﬂieﬂ'ectdexposm*to
the climate g the hotter parts of India for many
months, if not years, before. they a& called to thi¥
conflict. If the European troops latest from Emgt
land awe made to replace those: whe have been
longest in the colintry, whijst the latter proceed
the frontier, tfie field-force will contam nome
but stasoned men; but in that case, their fresh-
ness and energy will have been considerably im-
paired. From five to eight years are in all cases
a sfficient seasoning for European troops in
India. After that period, the effects of climate
become speedily apparent on the constitutions of
men possessing so little power or motivefor re-
straint as common soldiers; they are mo donger
capable of endurtag the fatigues and p#ivations of
protracted warfare ; and one, or at piost, two ac-
tive campaigns, would be sufficient to exhaust
their strength. We Wsﬂy allow ourselves to be
deceived on this point, by the imposing accounts
which are so often given of our Indian wars; and
we fancy that, because -our countrymen cheerfully
undergo the labours of a campaign or two, they
would be a match for ady troeps that could make
their appearance upon thet same theatre. ' These
campaigns, thowever, haye generally been fought
within a short distance of our resources, and with
all the conveniences and accomihodations at hand,
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which old and -wundisturbed establishments can
command, in & equnt:!fy entirely at the disposal of
the service. the few instances in which_ this
hgs not been the case, we uniformly observe Sick-
ness to prevail amongst the European troops. to
un alarming extemt; whilst thes natives, if they
suffer less from that®cause, (whicht, however, i
not always the fact,) suffer more from disaffection
and desertion. So much, indeed, are the sepoys
accustomed to make wae within the boundaries of
Hindostan alone, and in the comparatively easy
mode alluded to, that they soon become disgusted
with any service that threatens either to abridge
their comforts,’or to prolong their absence from
their native plains. Of the three distinct armies
which are at the disposal of thg Indian Govern-
ment, those of Madras and Bombay are generally
considered to be better adapted for hard service
than the=Bengal troops ; WS this is supposed to
proceed entirely from the freat atgention which
is paid to their equipment, and to the regular sup-
ply of every thing conducive to their cowfort, when
on foreign service, whilst the Bengal troops are in
a great measure left to fheir own resources, it
seems to follow, not enly that the fprmer are’ more
expeusive to the state, but that it will be difffeult

to_bring large Hodies of them to act with Bengal
sepoys w:th I_ne_cigrocal configence and .cordiality,
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without putting the latter upon an equality with
them, m'resp«;ct to pay, and all other aﬁmtages.
Here, then, is another point to be"%ttended to i
conducting the defence of the country ; and in -
der to secure gn army quch may act with union
and effect, an equalization, in the particulars just
‘referred to, of the “roops ofthe three Presidencies,
should immnediately be adopted, .upt(m the scale
afforded by the most liberal of the whole.

But this is not all; in‘an army for the defence
of India, asscmbled in the Punjab, comprising a
considerable force of European as wgll S native
troops, the foriner, though a great, m tion of
them would probably be over-scasomed, if brought
up by casy marches, would benefit by the change
of climate; whilst upon the latter, the cold and
fatigue would have a directly contrary effect ;
and if harassed by active opcrations, especially
night attacks, accompanied by that uncertainty of
supplics which is likely to occur on such occasions,
<heir number would shortly be diminished hoth by
sickness and desertion, and a depression of spirits
peculiar to the Hindoos, and resembling the maladie
du pays, would unfit these who yet stood to their
colours for any but the most ordinary camp du-
tles Undgy these circumstances, the Commander-
in-Chief could never pla;ce entire “reliance on the
apparent strength of kis army, as shown in ﬁgured
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statéents ;. for althaugh the natives would proba-
bly improye, if atmmed nearer their owh country,

the Eumgmﬁ fall off in prqportmn to their
gxposure to the relaxing climate of Hindostan.

Neither would the custbms and institutions of the
service be favoumsble to the views of the Com-
mander; and there ® reason 4o believe, that thé
peculiarities which appear to adapt an »ndian
army to the performance of the duties which are
now entrusted to it, weuld, in some measure, in-
capacitate it for a conflict,* in comparison of

The following description of the Russian soldiers will
be read with deep, interest by military men in India, as exhi-
biting the picture of an army admirably adapted for distant
and arduous enterprisee, even in a tropical climate :—* The
Ruffsian soldiers, unexcited by any spintucus liquors, with
which the troops of other nations are often treated, previous
to engaging in Mattle, make the sign of the cross, and, im-
movably fixing their eyes on their leader, follow him in the
most profound silence—unanir in their impetuosity, con-
stant and imperturbable in dan ger-»—q_u alitiesswhich in military
nations are the exclusive patrimony of perfect discipline®
Frugal and patient under privatians, as they are submissive,
they spend the whole day in battle, and at night a ration of
bread or biscuit, aud a draught of water from the nearest
brook, suffice to allay their hfnger gnd thirst, whist the
bare ground for a bed, and their knapsgck for a prllow,
relieve their fatigue,” ' Narrative of Dor Juan Vgn Hdcn &e,

For u descriptiag, of the Cosfacks, too long: to insert-here,
see Sir W. Bcol;tmit’e of Napoleon, vol. 5, p. 363,
E
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which any service it has yet seen may heﬁena-
minated there  playing at soldlers.

The utrength of the Company’s army, ; nclnd-ﬁ_

The account of the Ruusian:army. given by Sir Wa}&
Scott, is ~lso subjoined, as peculiarly interesting at the pre-
sent moment :— In@the mode of disdiplining their forces,
tne Russians \pr(ﬁ:eedc:l on the system most approved in
Europe, Their infantry was confessedly excellent, composed
of men in the prime of life, and carefully sclected as best
qualified for military service. Their artillery was of the first
description, so far as the men, guns and carriages, and ap-
pointments were concerned; but the rank of General of
Artillery had not the predominunt weight in the Russian
army, which ought to be possessed by those particularly de-
dicated to the dircction of that arm, by v.:hich, according to
Napoleou, modern battles must be usually deeided. The
direction of their guns was too often entrusted to general
officers of the line. &he service of cavalry is less natural to
the Russians than that of the infantry; but their horse
regiments are nevertheless excellently traind¢d, and have uni-
formly behaved well, But the Cossacks are a species of
force belonging to Russin-®xclusively. The natives of the
Don and the Volga hold their lands by military service, and
snjoy certain immunities and prescriptions ; in consequence
of which, each individual is obliged to serve four years in
the Russian armies. They are trained from early childhood
to the use of the lance and sword, and familiarized to the
management of a horse petuliar to the country, far from
bandsome in appearance, but tractable, hardy, swift, and
sure-tooted, heyond any breed perhaps in the world. At
bome, and with his family ant children, the Cossack is kind,
gentle, generous, and simple; but when in arms, and in a
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ing the regiments of His Majesty's service usually
stationed upon the continent of Indig, is dbout two
hindied tl:phs&nd“ﬁp@ the %ar establishment, ex-
clusive of irregular corps’of cavalry and infantry,

foreign country, he réiumes the predagory, and sometimes
the ferocious habits of hi® ancestorsgthe vofing Scythianse
As the Cossacks receive no pay, plunder is generally their
object ; and ag prisoners were esteemed a useless incum-
brance, they grinted no quarter, until Alexander promised o
ducat for every Frenchman wHom they brought in alive, In
the actual field of battle their mode of attack is singular.
Instead of acting in line, a body of Cossacks about to
charge, disperse at the word of commaud, very mucl in the
manner of a fan suddenly flung open, and joining in a loud
yell, or hourra, rush, each acting individually, vpon the ob-
ject of attack, whether infantry, cavalry, or artillery, to all
of which they have been, in their wild yay of fighting, for-
midable assailants, But it is as light cavalry that the Cos-
sacks are, pethaps uarivalled, They and their horses have
been kuown to march one hundted miles in tweuty-four
hours withbut halting. 'I‘heﬁe&fé'hl.nge into woods, swimr
rivers, thread passes, cross deep morasses, and penetrate
through deserts of snow, without undergoing material loss,
or suffering from fatigue. No Russian army, with a large
Lody of Cossacks in front, can be liable ta surprisc ; nor, on
the other hand, can an enemy, surrounded by them, ever be
confident against it. In covering the Jetreat of their own
army, their velocity, activity, and courage, render pursuit by
the enemy's cavalry peculiarly dangerous; and ig puswidy a
flying enemy, these ~_g!.l.athtles ae gtill more redoubtable,”—
Life qf Napolean Br)napar!e, vol. 5, p. 869, &c.
E2
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of which the latter are generally employed as
guards and police in aid of the CJ.V]]. magistrates.

In speaking of the defence of Indm., it is not une
frequently supposed that the whole of this force
would be marshalled tg oppose the invader on lns
crossing the Indws; but a very-slight glance at
the map will be sufficient to-explain the absurdity
of this expectation. The distance from Madras
to the centre of the Punjab, is as gheat as that
from Moscow to Paris; cnd from Calcutta to the
same point, it is farther than from Madrid to
Vienna. With such immense tracts of country
in the rear of our army, tracts which are inhabit-
ed by various nations, differing as much from each

other as the Portuguese from the Poles, it would
be madness to attempt to concentrate more than
a small proportion of the whole force upon a spot
so far removed from the heart of bur provinces.

In point of fact, the greatest nunber of troops
assembled for any one purpose in India, or upon
Any line of oi}erations, has never been as much as
fifty thousand. The regular forces at Seringapa-

tam, though consisting of detachments from all the

Presidencies, were less than forty thousand. The '
army before Burtjore, In 1825, did not amount w
thirly thousand; and the. whole of the regular
Bengal forces assembled by Lord Hastings, either
against the Nepaulese, or in his more extensive
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operations against the Pindarries and Mahrattas,
did not much exveed forty thousand. The Ben-
‘gal troops’ employfd on thé latter occasion were
about fifty-five thousand fhcluding irregular levies
of all descnptmns . thesc, showever, werg acting
on a widely extetided circle of “concgntric opera-
tions, and the garmy of occupftiont of each dis-
trict contiguous to the seat of war, did ndt ad-
vance much beyond its accustomed boundary.
On a straight line of opdration towards the Indus,
the case would be very different, and whole dis-
tricts would be entirely denuded of troops. It
is evident, then, that in the event of an invasion
by a large army, the protecting force must either
consist in a great measure of new levics, in addi-
tio? to the present army of ocgupation, or new
levies must be distributed about the provinces, in
order to admi? of the troops now stationed there
being disposable. If we cestimate the invading
force at only fifty thousand ‘men, it would require
an equal force to defend the frontier, togethers
with a strong reserve to formn a rallying point,
keep up the communication, and garrison the for-
tified places. The whole yould not fall short of a
hundred thousand men; and dllowing only one
fourth part of the number to be Eurgpeans®we
should have sevemtyAfive thousand natives, either
to be ‘brought to the scene of action by long and
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toilsome marches from the remo#est .proyinges,
and throdgh climates differing amongst each othgy
as much as Spain and Italy. do From Holland ang
Germany—or this portion of the army would.he
principglly composed of rew levies, drawn from
the vicinity of the upper provinces, where the
people, from circumstances ‘which will be explain-
ed" hereafter, are by no means well affected to the
present government. Supposing, therefore, the
Europeans to suffer nothing, either from the sud-
den change of climate, if "arriving direct from
England, or from being over-seasoned by the
effects of a pretracted residence in India, still, as
they would have to bear the bruxt of the attack
against an army flushed with conquest, inured to
fatigues, and allyred by the hopes of plunder, their
situation would be a very arduous one; for it is
unreasonable to expect that our native troops, got
together by cither of the modes above described,
would be a match for their opponents in the field,
Allowing three-fourths of the latter to be Persians,
Affgans, or Tartars, disciplined in the Russian
manner, or rather, intermixed in the same ranks
with the Russian soldiers. Amidst the mam{'eat
disadvantages unéer which an army SO Circum-
stanced woujd labour, it would require the most
conaummate skill, on the part of the British com-
mander, to condunct the most ordinary eperations,
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even in the Punjeb, where the face of the country
is such as to aﬁgrd positions favougable*for defen-
sive opergtions ; but. should the seat of war be
transferred to Upper Hindostan, the whole tract
lying between the Setlédge and the riches part of
the Bengal provinces, is so totally destitute of na-
tural strength, that Re would be wnable to avoid
coming to a general engagement in anyeo‘her
manner than by taking post under the walls of
Delhi or Agra, and aliowing the enemy to levy
contributions on all the open country. The offi-
cers of the Company’s service, it is true, have a
perfect knowledge of the country, and are, perhaps,
more accustomed to the management of large
masses, than officers of corresponding rank in most
otlter services ; but on ground sq perfectly level as
that upon which they would have to manceuvre,
those qualific3tions would be of very little assist-
ance against an active and; enterprising opponent,
who, if inferior to thembelves in those respects,
would probably excel them in general military
combination. But even on this point a good deal
of exaggeration has been indulged in; and although
the English would appear, if we judge from the
accounts of battles gamecf and®operations under-
taken, to have waged’war on a large scale in
India, yet, as-dpas beene before remarked, their
armies bave a]w;a.ys been comparatively small;
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and: they have been indebted for their triumphs
to their skill and discipline haﬂwu been so vastly
superior to their oppovents,and #iot to their nums
bers. There is no doubt, that the masses which
they are in the habit of directing—though, agree-
ably to the usual proportion in Indian armies, not
more than onetenth consist of fighting-men, the
rest being composed of baggage-servants and
camp-followers,—have the effect of giving them
the military coup-d’eil, and of training them te
those habits of self-possession and command, which
qualify them for entering upon a wider sphere of
action, with less preparation than officers accus-
tomed to the command of but very limited num-
bers; but this circumstance, though undeubtedly
it renders the approach of more active warfare less
formidable than it otherwise might appear, does
not entirely supersede the necessity*for consider-
able experience in actual operations with oppo-
nents more entitled to respect than those with
whom they have hitherto been in the habit of
coping.

As it is highly probable, then, that war, under
a new aspect, will ere long approach our Indian
possesgions, and thut the collision of England and
Rusria on the plains of Hindostan may be con-
sidered mevxtable, to attampt to avert the storm
by iotriguing in the Court of Persia, is merely to

t
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prescribe forsyumptoms, instead of grappling with
the disease itselfi.. In place of epplofing every
effort to- gonciliate  the Persians, and to persuade
them to adopt improvements in war and govern-
ment, alike unsuited to the genius of thg nation,
and to the inclination of the leading families, we
should turn our attention exclwsively to our Indian
empire, and take advantage of our unlimited in-
fluence and authority, to strengthen it, by infasing
a feeling of love and respect for the British name,
and a firm reliance on the mildness and the justice -
of its sway. A foreign goveynment, ruling over
such extensive realms as those -now under the
dominion of the Company, must have much more
to apprehend from internal discontent, than from
external force ; and, in point of fact, we find that,
since the Mussulman conquest, the invasion of
Hindostan h&s not unfrequently been effected, by
armies of comparatively inconsiderable strength,
under a promise or expeoctation of support from
the various tribes with which it is peopled,—tribes
which all writers concur in describing as ever
ready to rise in favour of the most formidable
candidate for sovereign power. Baber states his
army; enumerated too with afparent accuracy, to
have amounted, great and small, good andebed,
servants and no .servants to only twefve thousand
men.—Memairs, p. 293; and again, p. 310, “When
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I invaded the country for the fifth time, overthrew
Sultan Ibrahim, and subdued the, empire of Hin-
dostan, I had a larger® army thdn I had ever be-
fore brought into it. My servants, the merchants,
and their servants, and the followers of all de-
scriptions that were in camp along with me, were
numbered, and Amotnted to twelve thousand men.”
Nadir *Shah, invited into Hindostan by some dis-
contented nobles, defeated the imperial army with
his advanced-guard aloné¢; and when Ahmed
Shah, better known by the name of Abdallah, was
repulsed in his first attack upon Hindostan, the cir-
cumstance was attributed to his having neglected
to secure the co-operation of any of the powerful
tribes. The Tartars and Persians, then in the
service of the Momul, were a sufficient match for
his army : on his second advance, however, being
assured of the assistance of Gazi—udidein, at the
head of the Tartar interest, he conquered Delhi
without any difficulty ; and in his subsequent ex-
pzditions always maintained the ascendency thus
acquired. It is impossible, indeed, to peruse the
history of the events just referred to, without
being struck with the apparent ease with which
Hindostan may be ‘invaded either from Cabul or
Candhhar. The nearest road from Herat to
Cabul and Attoc, througl’ Huzarah- and the hills,
though difficult, and at some seasons almost im-
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passable, is only a month’s journey in fair weather;
whilst the: routs ;by Candahar iy described as
straight- apd level, practichble without risk or
trouble eéven in the winter, and requiring about
forty or fifty days’ march. If, however, Gabul be
avoided, and the adva.nce conduéted through Can-
dahar to Derah-Ga?ee-Khan on the Indus, (the
point at which the Affgans crossed that river, in
their march to Cashmere, in 1813,) it woul¢ re-
quire only fifty or sixfy days’ march to bring
an army from the centre of Khorasan to the rear
of the Punjab, upon the very borders of the Bri-
tish territory.* #

Under the bare possibility of such an event oc-
curring, it would be interesting to ascertain the
actual state of our frontier provinces in respect to

* It may be important to remark, that by whatever route
the invasion of India by the Russians be accomplished, they
will march®with the stream of hational antipathies in their
favour—the Usbecs have a rooted hatredsagainst the Per-
sians, and rival the latter in their hostile feelings towards the
Affgans; whilst the Affgans cherish as much resentment
against the Seiks for their uninterrupted encroachments, as
the Seiks do against the English, for protecting the apos-
tate chiefs on the left bank of the $etledge. Shopld the
invaders-cross the Indus at Derah-Gazee-Khan, they rmght
conciliate Runjeet Sing, the present ruler of tthnnjab and
induce him to co-operate in af attack upon the Company's
territories,
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roilitary preparation and local Tespurces. Intb
this subject, hewever, it is not ghe intention of
these pages to enter very deepl" at present; but
it may not be without its use to remark, that such
is the security .or supinen‘ess of the Indian Go-
vernment, that, daring the I‘ate siege of Burtpore,
when the battering guns were fast becoming un-
servictable from incessant firing, the nearest de-
pot, which was that of Agra, (from its situation
and strength one of the Inost important stations
in Upper India,) was incompetent to the supply of
the reqeisite number to replace them. If the as-
sanlt had failed, the army must have suspended
its operations till both artillery and ammunition
could have been procured from Allahabad, a dis-
tance of at least thirty days’ march. This, toof it
must be observed, was not in a part of the coun-
try where such an occurrence as a 'sicge was un-
looked for, but where the feeling of jealousy, which
our failure in 1805 had occasioned, rendered the
last twenty years little more than a season of pre-
paration. In answer to this, it is asserted by
the advocates of procrastination, that no serious
intention to invade oup north-western provinces
could be manifestéd by the Russian Court, with-
out affording us ample time for every species of
preparation . for defence.’ But, in addition to the
example just given, it should be. remembered, that
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the war with. Ava, though for years considered
unavoidable, ye¢ found the Indiap Government
almost entirely whprepared ; so much so, indeed,
that it cannot be denied, that if the Burmese gene-
ral, Maha Bundoolah, fiad boldly pushed forward,
after the decisive affair at Rameo, he would have
met with little or nS oppositon in *his advance
upon Chittagong and Dacca, and might - even
have insultéd the very suburbs of Calcutta. The
north-western frontier, imdeed, has been attended
to more than any other, as the course of events
has naturally led to that result; but it is doubt-
ful whether, at the present raoment, the whole
country above.Allahabad contain the necessary
cquipments for an army of fifty thousand men.
Neither is it certain that the whole of the Com-
pany’s provinces could furnish a remount* of suit-

* In Bengal, the government stud may be calculated to
contain abqut six or seven thousand brood-mares— the upper,
or northern division, however, has not yet been productive ;
and the whole tuken together have not hifherto been ade-
quate to the supply of horses for the horse-artillery and’
dragoons, without taking the native cavalry into the account.
The dispersion of the Pindarries transferred a number of
mares to the Company’s provinces; but breeding was not

-much attended to until of late year¥, when entireshorses
being lmported from Europe, Government formed thegror-
thern division of the stud out of those materi als? It requires,
however, the greatest vigilance, on the part of the inspec-
tors, to prevent the sdmission of undersized or defective
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dairy ; and the breed of ponies called Tattoos; for
general purposes. Extensive requisitions. could
only be complied with at the e@ng}e of the grow-
ing harvest, or of a serious interruption of the
ordmary occupation of *the inhabitants. (jur
army would becunder the necessity of carrying
its supplies ef a kinds ta its train, or other-
wise it would prove as great a scourge to our
own territories as the most rapacidus invader;
and in the event of a¢reverse, instead of fall-
ing back upon its resources, it would have to con-
tinue its retreat through an cxhausted, and proba-
bly an exasperated population.

When hostilities commenced ,with Ava, the
greater part of the expedition to Rangoon and
Arracan was supplied from the Madras Presiden-
cy ; Bengal was exempted from any considerable
demands either for men, or for catle and stores ;
and yet, although the declaration of war was is-
sued in February 1824, supplies for the advance of
a force through Cachar to Ava, had not been col-
lected in September of thc same ycar; and when
that expedition was given up, and a much smaller
one, under General Morrison, ordered to proceed,
by Chittagong o Arracan, it was not till Ja-
nuary 1825, that the troaps were able to ndvance,
and that with only a portion of their stores and
cattle. Now, if this was the case with an army
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of six or seven thousand, marching in the neigh-

bourhood of o pital, and through some of the
most rich and depsely popuous of our provinces,
with the streams of the great rivers favourable for
the transport of supplies of all kinds ; whay are we
to expect when all thene conditiens are reversed ?
when supplies have to mount the lbng and often
difficult course of the Ganges and Jumna against
a powerful current; where the country is compara-
tivelywild and unproducttve; where the inhabitants
are, from recent conquest and other causes, by no
means well affected to the Government ; and when
they will be called upon for supplies, not for a
mcre detachment, but for an ariny perhaps a
hundred thousand strong ?

In speaking of supplics being sgnt to the Upper
Provinces, it should be mentioned, that although
the Company’s’ territory, on the Bengal establish-
ment, is yemarkably deficient in good roads fit for
military purposes,—the great rivers, in fact, afford-
ing a comparatively economical means of commu-.
nication from Calcutta to Furrackabad and Delhi,
—there is no public ecstablishment of boats or
river craft for the conveyance of stores. When
supplies of any kind are required in the field sta-
tions, boats are hired by the army corgmissartat,
ostensibly at a small expendt, but in reality at a very
great one ; for such is the defective state of those

-
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which alone.are procurable for the public service,
and so badly are they navigatad, that the acei.
dents which occur in “the loss of men, as well as
stores, would form a very serious addition to the
general rate of transport. 'The actual cost, also, is
materially enhanéed by the slow mode of travel-
ling, and the difficulty of conducting a fleet of
boats to such immense distances by means of the
track-rope. From forty to sixty are as many as
can be taken by one oppbrtunity, according to the
system now in force; and these, conveyi}lg alto-
gether not more than twelve hundred tons upon
an average, are three months in reaching Alla-
habad, and from thence two to Agra, and one te
Futtighur ; from either of which points, it would
require a march f thirty days to reach the bdnks
of the Setledge. When, indeed, we cansider the
difficulty of collecting transport, the slow rate of
travelling against the strong current of the Ganges,
and the limited supply either of stores or men
* which each fleet can convey, it is perhaps not too
much to assert, that supposing the Russians to
have secured, by treaty or otherwise, a free pas-
sage through Persia, they could at any time col-
lect an army of fifty or'a hundred thousand men
upon the ®anks of the Indus, as soon as, and per-
haps sooner, than the ‘Indian Government could
complete the necesgary arrangements for opposing
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them with effect.. Startling as this opinion nay
appear, it is onlgs necessary to cowsult the map.
and to begr in mind the edse with which Russia
can accumulate troops of all descriptions in her
south-eastern fromtier, to demonstrate its gossible
correctuess. If Russia were, lfnmedlately after
declaring war, to direct her*attehtion to this
point, her army in Georgia would have been on
its march long ere intelligence from Europe conld
reach Bengal. From the*banks of the Kur (though
it is probable the Russian boundary has already
been pushed two hundred miles more to' the south)
to Herat, is about eleven hundred miles, or one
hundred and tefh days’ march; and from Herat to
the Indus at Cabul, or at Derah-Gazee-Khan, as
has*been already stated, is about fifty days’ march,
making upon the whole one hundred and sixty
marches. Now, if we may believe the published
Army Lists, in the whole of the territory above
Allahabad, including Oude, Rohilcund, ar\n'd Rajh-
pootanah, there are not more than* forty-five

* To these may be added such troops as the Bombay Pre-
sidency could spare: but, in t}is case, the march from
Mhow, Guzerat, and Cutch, to Mouitan, or to Loodianih, on
the Setledge, would be somewhat greater than from Allha-
bad to the last mentioned plage; with the disadvantage of
having a country but partiully known, and certainly but
badly supplied with necessaries ofyall kinds for troops to

¥ 2
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thousand regular troops, including the regiments
of His Majesty’s service; and of these only ajout
twenty thousand are nearer the frontier than
twenty marches. But as no advance into the
Punjah: could prudent.ly be attempted with less
than thirty. thousand men, it would be necessary
to draw troops from stations as distant as Alla-
habad, which is at least fifty days’ march from the
frontier. So far, however, there appears to be a
great difference in favour of the Indian army
reaching the point of rendezvous before the assail-
ants ; but®we arc not to overlook the important
consideration, that of all the troops thus collected
together, only ahout seven thousahd five hundred
arc Europeans. To provide the necessary escorts
and communications, and to raise the European
force to the mumber of twenty thousand—which
may be looked upon as the smallest proportion, if
the invaders should cross the Indu$ swith fifty
thousand men—troops would have to march from
all parts of our provinces, from a distance of
twelve and fiftcen hundred miles, proceeding either
pass through. A division from Bombay, however, would be
of the greatest service in Ythreatening the right flank of the
invglding army, and in operating upon his communications,
n the evert of his pushing on to Delhi; though the moral
effect, upon the natives, of his gaining possession of that

capital, would render it a matter of the utmost consequence
to oppose him, before h& could advance so far.
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by the course of the rivers, or dcross a country but
very indifferently, provided either with roads or
with the rgquisite supplies for such a force; and it
would be necessary to send to Ceylon, the Mau-
ritius, and even the Cape of Guod Hope, for regi-
meuts of His Majesty’s service td supply the place
of those sent to the frontier. *  *

Upon the whole, then, if we attend to the
events now. passing in Persia, and consider the
great probability that Kussia will cre long esta-
blish a permanent influence in that kingdom, too
much attention cannot be paid to the political
strength of our Indian provincess and whatever
may be the assistance which we can expect from
the spirit or patriotism of the inhabitants, no time
should be lost in providing those safeguards, which,
as the conquerors of that extensive region, we are
bound, as well in justice, as from a regard to our
own welfare, to afford. But in order to estimate
the degree of attachmeut which thg Indian Go-
vernment can claim, it will now be necessary tos
take a view of the condition of the people sub-
mitted to its sway.

Since the foregoing pages were written, advice
has been received that, in consequence,sno dodbt,
of the diversion which the Increasing importance of
the affairs of Greece has operated in favour of
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Persia, Russia has made peéace with that power.
The conditions are severe; and while they s

to Russia at all timés an easy access,to sz
and Teheran, they put her in possession of a sum
of money not only sufficient to defray the expense
of the late war,'but to pr‘?\ride means of future
aggression, whenéver it may suit her to remew
hostilities. The war, indeed, may be considered
to have set at rest the question, as to the practi-
cability of transporting 4 large army from Russia
to the heart of Persia: not only has the feeble
barrier of the Araxes been passed, but the disposi-
tion of the inhabitants of the contiguous provinces
to assist an invader, ascertained btyond all doubt.
With little or no apparent effort on the part of
Russia, a large and well-equipped army was' as-
sembled to the south of the Caucasus, and put in
motion upon the capital of Persia, without the
latter being able to offer any effectual resistance,
or, indeed, possessing any other means of sav-
ing her hoarded treasures, than the immediate
sacrifice of a considerable portion of them, at
the discretion of the conqueror. Such, too, is
acknowledged to be he state of anarchy and
disorder in which the greater part of Persia is
plunged, cthat the Shah is fearful of removing
the remains of his tréasure to a more distant
asylum ; whilst, tperefore, his known avarice
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is a sufficient guarantee against profusion, the

ense hoardings, which, according: to a late
writer, will amount to nearly thirty millions steri-
ing, when the present demand has been satisfied,*
will still be within the reach of Russia on any
future occasion. On the other *hand, the Shah’s
advanced age and growmg mﬁrmltles render it
not improbable that Russia may very shortly be
appealed to, to settle the claims of rival candidates
for the throne; in which case the devotion of
Jehangir Khan, the present governor of Ardebil, to
the cause of Russia, will no doubt meet with its re-
ward, in the recognition of his relationship to the
legitimate royal stock of Persia, for the assertion
of which, his father was cruelly put to death hy
thé present Shah. The present Prince Royal, Ab-
bas Mirza, has rendered himself unpopular in the
north-western provinces, by his arbitrary conduct
during the progress of hostilities ; and has lost the
confidence of the nation, no less by the manner in
which he forced the kingdom into a war, than by
the rash and inconsiderate manner in which he
opposed the advance of the enemy’s force. Little
doubt, therefore, need be gntertained that in the
eventof peace with Constantinople again settig the
southern division of the Russian forces,at libelty,

See Lieut. Alexander’s Travels.
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the late designs upon Persia will be resumed, and
ample advantage taken of the information now ac-
quired respecting the* deficiencies, moral and phy-
sical, under which that unfortunate country appears
destined to labour.

But whatever inay be the future views of our
great Nm‘ther'n rival, the !‘(.Splte which has thus
been afforded to the Indian Government is most
valuable. Had the Russians continued to ad-
vance, the alarm which had begun to pervade our
frontier provinces would have so greatly encreas-
ed, as, in some measure, to have impaired the
character of any measure which might be adopted
for improving the condition of the inhabitants of
that part of our territory, by giving it the appear-
ance of being rather extorted by our fears than
conceded by our justice. Now, however, all im-
mediate danger being removed, and the recur-
rence, though still within the bounds of probability,
not impossibly distant in point of time, ne such
motives can be inferred. Indced the only appre-
hension now is, that the improvidence of the Go-
vernors will lead them to neglect the solemn
warning which they have received, and induce
them again to consider the governed as safe from
atfack,* and as firin in their alleglance, as if no

* Symptoms of this have ulrcady appeared in the orders
issued respecting the re‘ductmu of the army :—{rom ten'to
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such danger had ever offered iﬁelﬂ or as if they
had not just reason -to complain of the general
impoverishment to which they are reduced.

twenty men per company in the infantry, and the same in
the cavalry, have been reduced, and some companie® of artil-
lery have been dismounted gnd the horses solde The inipolicy
of this proceeding, respecting tne (';fvalry' and artillery in
particular, must be manifest from what has been observed
with regard to the scarcity of horses inIndia; and the demand
being so greatly reduced, thers will be little or no cncourage-
ment for breeding ; and, in addition te the time required for
properly breaking horses for the public service, Government
will not be able to procure them in the event of a sudden
call.  Advantage should be taken of a *period of peace to
prepare ourselves dn every point for future wars; and if re-
trenchment in expenditure must be made, it should only be
in those departments which admit of being casily restored to
their original strength in time of need.
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CHAPTER IIL

ON THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE OF
HINDOSTAN.

“ Verum illi (nostri majores) delubra deorum pietate,
domos suas gloria decorabant ; neque victis quidg uam,
preeter injurice licentiam, eripiebant. At hi contrd, ig-"
navissimi hOﬂllnBB per summum scelus, omnia ea sociis
adimere, quea fortissimi viri victores hostibus relique-
runt ; proinde quasi injuriam facere, id demum esset
imperio uti.”

IN the last chapter, it has been shown that the
defence of India against the attacks of a really
formidable power would require not omly a more
efficient army than that which is now distributed
throughout its provinces, but that even the best
organized force would find it difficult to subsist
itself in any part of the country without being as
detrimental to its progperity as if it were on hos-
tile ground. With the exception of a few tribes,
pot verye respectable as to numbers, we have
perhaps little to apprehend from the open assist-
ance which the people of the country might be
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disposed to afford the common enemy ; but even
their lukewarmness, their indifference to the fate
of the present Government; would be pregnant
with the most disastrous consequences. If, in-
deed, it be doubted whether any country,can be
conquered when its mhahlt.ants resolve to be free,
it must follow that no foreign *occubant can suc-
cessfully defend it, unless the inhabitants range
themselves ﬁnequivocally on his side. It is, there-
fore, of the first importafce, to endeavour to as-
certain the actual condition of the people, and
what is their attachment to the soil they cultivate,
and to the government under which they live.
The habits of the Mohammedan conquerors of
Hindostan leading them to indulge in pomp and
sensuality, the love of ease and pleasure soon in-
fluenced their demeanour towards the vanquished ;
and if the feelings as well as the interests of the
Hindoos were generally disregarded, they at least
derived some consolation from seeing their fellow-
countrymen occasionally raised to high dignity
and power, both in the civil and military depart-
ments of the state. It is true that this was too
frequently the consequencesof fqrced alliance and
polluted blood ; but the patient idolater, as soon
as the sense of personal degradation was’overcome,
did not disdain to profit himself and his kindred
by the influence thus obtaiged. Op the other
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hand, if wealth to an enormous amount was
wrested from them, often under circumstances .of
the greatest cruelty, &till that wealth was dissipat-
ed as freely as it was obtained, and the greater
part of it flowed back in refreshing streams upon
the industry of the country._ It may be remarked,
w0, that the Molhammedans, though differing as
much as Christians do, in religion, ‘ﬁ*‘om the Hin-
doos, were yet of the same flesh and blood ; in
the great family of nature they were kindred ;
and the same sun that shed its genial influence
upon the one, cheered and animated the other.
But with the English every thing is different : the
climate of India is looked upon‘“as foreign and
ungenial ; to them the country is forbidden
ground ; they are only allowed to reside in it as
sojourners anxious to regain their native homes ;
and whilst their exactions surpass those of all
former rulers, they individually supporta smaller
expenditure than the natives can be induced to
‘ believe is consistent with the stations they hold,
and the wealth appropriated to their support.
With every allowance tor variation of national
character, their ¢xpemditure in India is, generally
speaking, on the lowest scale of decent subsis-
tence, accbrding to their several ranks ; their sur-
plus income is remitted to Europe, and they, as
well as their employers, appear to look upon
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Hindostan as a patrimony granted to them for.
the suPPnrt of_their families on the other side of ‘
the globe., Almost the whele of what is wrung
from the 'people, ostensibly in requital for the
protection afforded them by the Governmgnt, in-
stead of being laid out in bona fide state expen-
diture, for the ad\antage of's the’ counm, _is'\"
devoted to the payment of the interest of debts
contracted by the Company in their character of
merchants, and in the pdst or present support of
foreign establishments, such as Prince of Wales's
Island, Bencoolen, and St, Helena, maintained
avowedly for commercial purposes. «Add to this the
depression of the higher classes, (which was the
unexpected consequence of the territorial system
of revenue,) and their exclusion from places of
trust and emolument,—the little employment
given to the natives in general, in conscquence of
the econamical scalc of our Indian establishments
—and the small number of our troops compared
with the countless multitudes of an armed force
constituted according to Asiatic notions of parade
and splendour ; .and we may easily comprehend
how infinitely more severgly our Christian rule
must bear upon the condition and prosperity of
the people, than that of any previous conquetor.
It is to this account that We should have to place
the apathy of the inhabitants in the event of any
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serions danger threatening the Anglo-Indiah Ge-
-vernment :—the impoverishment of the -countyy-
Jnight not be revenged upon us in deegs of insur-
‘rection and blood, but theirs would be the vor
silentio, tenuis, which, though not heard in the
whirlwind or in the earthquake, would speak dis-
may and ruin to'the hearts of their oppressors;
and the reckless indifference with which they
would behold the struggle, even if they abstained
from open hostility, wolld be decisive of the fate
of their present rulers; for no army ever yet
withstood the energies of a powerful invading foe,
if unsupported* by the sympathy of the country
which it was endeavouring to defend.

From what has been before remarked respecting
the territorial acquisitions of the Company, it will
readily be conceived that nothing could have been
less calculated to encourage the expectation of any
improvement in the condition of the peeple, than
the principle, of actual pecuniary profit upon

«which those acquisitions were made. Without
pausing to reflect that the several powers then
holding pussessions in India, if not in open rebel~
lion against their legifimate sovereign, were cer-
tainly foreigners and intruders on the soil, whole
tratts and provinces were accepted as gifts, or
conquered by force of arms, as if the aboriginal
inhabitants were not more worthy of consideration
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than the trees and other productions to be found
on the surface. According to the harbarous com-
putation of oriental despotss countries were only
valuable in proportion to the direct land revenue
they yielded; the happiness of the inhabitants
never entered into the calculation ; and the slow
and often interrupted } progress of atts and com-
merce afforded no other available source of in-
come. The occurrence of wars and revolutions
rarely permitted any hope of improvement in the
amount ; and as amidst the scenes of pillage that
took place under a system of graduated plunder,
from the prince down to the smallest functionary,
every thing wasdestroyed or dissipated that came
within the reach of man,—the land, which appear-
ed to be the only indestructible element of pro-
duction, came to be considered as the sole property
of the ruler. It was of this principle, which in
itself exhibited the very essence of anarchy, igno-
rance, and misrule, that a Christian cstablishment,
emanating from a community in which civilization
and refinement were supposed to have attained
their highest point, were not ashamed to avail
themselves. Following the worthy prototypes
which the history of Asiatic barbarismi and ty--
ranny afforded them, the India Company declafed
that the farmer’s dues were in effect those of the
state; and subsequently, when, under the reforms
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introduced by Lord Cornwallis, they

bestowed proprietary rights upon the zemindars, .
they first appropriated to the state the whole
produce of the soil, after paying the expenses of
cultivgtion, and one-tenth of the rental to the
newly created landholder. In addition, however,
to Asiatic principles and precedents, and to the
learning and research bestowed by Patton* to
prove that the sovereign was sole proprietor, or,
which amounts to the sdime thing, the sole disposer
of landed properly, arguments were not long un-
discovered, whereby to confer on this principle the
sanction of move competent authority; and Black-
stone is quoted by one of the waiters in support
of the Company’s prerogative to preve, that if a,
“ subject in England has only the usufruct and
not the ahsolute property in the soil—or, as Sir
Edward Coke expresses it, he has dominium uiile,
but not dominium directum—a ryot in,India may
rest contented with an usufructuary right.” But,
besides that this principle in the law of Eugland —
resting as it does upon the dectrine of escheats,
by which the sovereign of the state succeeds to all
inheritance to which po other title can be found,
and by which lands, like all other property, revert
to ‘and vect in the King, who in the eye of the law
is the universal lord and original proprietor of all

Principle of Asiatic Monarchies.
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the land in-his kingdom-—is declared by Black-
stone (2.50) to bg, ¥ in reality, a mere fiction ;™ it
forms part enly of that constitution by which the
King is solemnly sworn to govern his people ac-
cording to the statutes in Parliament agreed on ;
if, therefore, the ryot of India is bound to rest
contented with the same title to hil ground that
a subject of England possesses, to make the
analogy complete, a free constitution should be
given, and the quota of ldnd-tax to be paid should
be settled by his representatives in Parliament
assembled.

Nothing, in truth, could have ‘een more idle
than the whole controversy concerning the right
of property in the soil of India: the natives,
whose very subsistence depended upon the issue,
were unable to take any part in the discussion ;
and it is quite evident that the will of Govern-
ment, whech was alone cominensurate with its
power, was the only rule by which ,it was deter.
mined. Arguing from a state of things which
had been produced’by ages of plunder and desola-
tion, the East India Company saw that the only
rational mode of restoring ¢the Prmpemy of the
country, would interfere with the pecumiary aid
which their commercial embarrassments mﬁde%ed
necessary, besides oompe!ﬁng them to abstain
from all attempts 0 increasg their rents until

G
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arder was restored, and.with it the peacefisl.and
industrious habits .of the mmmgmty:; Theig. im-
terest as traders was, m fact, .mmmpatab}e with:the
real interest of territorial rulers, supposed to have
a sympathy with the prosperity of the coumtry.
The financial. difficulties in which the Compeny’s
Government fhad < involved themselves, did net
allow them the necessary leisure to take a - just
and magnanimous view of the great and interest-
ing question which the wonderful course of events
had submitted to their decision; and, unhappily,
the great Council of the nation, and the ever-
watchful eye of-the British public, were too distant
to admit of effectual interference «to save the in-
habitants of India fromn the continuance of a
system, which, even under the more lenient sway
of Mohammedan rulers, had plunged the greater
part of them in hopeless poverty.

When, however, the India Company,and their
Government ordained a .pe:mane@ﬁttlement of
«the land revenue in 1798, there :ds no doubt that
it was their intention to renounce all claim to the
proprictorship of the land in favour of the zemin-
dars; but in omitting gxactly to define, in the first
instahce, the relative situation of zemindar and
rydt, the door appears to have been left open to
so many aiterations and interferences on the park
of Government, as 19 a great measureto have 1g-
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ducedithe proprictary right fo a mere name. The
intereits of the gyots being in direct oppesition to
those -of $he- landholders, the latter were soon
found oémplaining that, unless they were armed
with ‘power, as prompt to enforce payment from
their - renters, as Govemment had aythorised 'the
use of in regard to its own clims, it was impos-
sible for them to discharge their engagements
with punctuality. Notwithstanding this appeal,
however, Government appear to have been scep-
tical as to the ill effects of the system, until its
interests * were likely to be affected, by the farther
progress: of the evils complained of, exposing por-
tions of the lamd sold to the hazard of a reduction
in the rates of assessment. It then intverfered for
the protection of the zemindars; and a regulation
was enacted, ¢ for better enabling individuals to
recover arrears of rent or revenue due to them,”
[the opening of the preamble to which is to the

Much the same reasons were given by W4imur for pro-
tecting his subjects frdin ruin; ** for the ruin of the subject
causeth the diminution of the Imperial treasures :” a passage
upon which Mr, Patton ( Pnncxples ol Asiutic Monarchies)
mak&s the following observation ; —¥This intimate, con-
nexion between the interest of the Sovereign and the nyos-
perity of the husbandman (the ;mmeﬂaate tenunt of Govern-
merit), ¢ the mrast pledge of bis decrrity.” Such were 'the
ogpomentsof the permancat sottloment in Bebgal! -

G 2
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muwmg effect :—¢ Go¥ernment not admitking of
any delay in the payment of the public. revenune
receivable from the *proprietors and farmers of
lamd, justice requires that’ they should have the
means pf levying their rents and revenues with
equal punctuality, and that the persons by wham
they may be payable, whefher under farmers, de-
pendant talookdars, ryots, or others, should be
enabled, in like manner, to realize the rents.and
revenue from which théir engagements with the
proprietors or farmers are to be made.”] By.this
regulation, the delays which a defaulterywas
enabled to oppese to the distrainer in erﬁ'oming
payment of arrears of rent or revenue, as far as
the amount was realizable from his craps or his
personal property, were avoided, and the dis-
trainer allowed, under specified cenditions, to put
up the property of the defaulter for sale, and to
cause it to be sold, to make gﬂdd-jﬂu deficiency ;
and, in some cases, to confine thee -defaulter until
‘he discharged the claim against hirg, together with
interest, at twelve per cent. Thus the protection
afforded to the cultivators by the permanent set-
tlement was in effect, withdrawn, and the land-
holdérs had it ag;'ain in their power to practise all
those oppressions and arbitrary exactions, which .
it had been the object of that settleraent to abolish
for ever. “ It became the interest of - the zemig-
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dar;” a4 i8 Observed by Mr. Thackery on another
occasion, * not tg-assist, but to ruin the ryot, that
he might gject him from his right of nccupancy,
and putin some one else on a raised rent ;”—and.
such was his power in this respect, that the culti-
vators, unable to bear up against their renewed
oppressions, were frequently iirducdd to abscond,
in order to aveid imprisonment, in addition to the
forfeiture of their whole property. It was from
the operation of these tWo causcs—the cfforts of
the landholders, on the one hand, to retain their
station, and, if possible, to raise their share of the
rents ; and of the ryots, on the other, to secure a
fair remuneration for their labour,—that justified
the following appalling picture, drawn by the Col-
lector of Midnapore, in February 1802. “ They
(the zemindars) all say, that such a harsh and
oppressive systcin was never before resorted to in
this couniry ; that the custom of imprisoning
landholders for arrears of revenue was, in compa-~
rison, mild and indulgent to them ; that though it
was no doubt the ttention of Government to con-'
fer an important benefit on them by abolishing
this custom, it has been foynd, by melancholy ex-
penence, that the system of sales and attachrients,
which has been substituted for it, has, in the
course of & few - years, reduced most of the great
zemindars' in Bengnl to distress and beggary, and
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Miuced: a grester chiange in the' landed: phoperey
meagat than has: perhups. ever, happenédts the
#ame space of time imany age om coutitty, by the
mere effect of internal regulations.” Estates wese
everywhere sold for defanlt of revenue; and the
purchasers, who supplanted the first proprictoss;
being in their* turty unable“to suppert themselves
under such a system. the land was sold and .re-
sold; until it at length fell into the possession of a
set of men who were confent to act merely.as the
receivers of the land-tax, without having any
farther interest in their estates, or incurring any
risk but that of losing their office. This.was, in
fact, the natural pesult of the anomslous positiest
in which the zemindar was placed in respect to
Government and to the ryots; responsible to the
former for the whole amount assessed on his
estate, and necessarily at the mercy of the latter,
when the least delay in realizing that amount
occasioned a sgle of his property to make good the
defalcation, he was gradually deprived of every
thing he possessed, besides the “tenth share of the
rents, which formed his commission for collecting
the whole. No mchwdunl thus circumstanced
could 'be supposed to have- the power, even ni‘ he
had‘the will, to attend to the conﬁuﬂs.andpmn-
perity of his tevants; and whilst, for want of
capital, no attempt could be made by the latter to.
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them#with debt; po subsequent effort could release
them ; beeanse every advantage which was gained
excited. the covetousness: of their landlord, and in-
duced him to make use .of all the meany in -his
power to dispossess them, and procure a higher
rent from their successbr. This condideration ope-
rated as a complete bar to improvement ; and, in
fact, the only reasonable prospect which offered
itself to such of the landholders as still possessed
sufficient capital, was to turn their attention to
the cultivation of such waste land as lay within
the boundary of their estates, and the produce of
which, agreeably to the spirit of the act of perma-
nent settlement, was not liable to farther tax-
ation.

In a climate like that of India, where vegetation
is so rapid, and where inundations are so fre-
quent, ground very soon runs to waste and becomes,
overgrown with brushwood. Calebrooke esti-;
mates the proportmn of land tilled in Bengal and’
Behar at only one-tlnrd of the whole surface ; ; andi
gives it as his opinion, in an extreme case, that a
period "of thirty years scarcely govers the barren
andg with oil-—when inundations have heen

d, ‘a8 sometimes ocqurs, by rivers breaking
throtigh their banks or changing their course. It
requires, indeéd, at all times, a' comsiderable
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expense of money anddabour to clear: wastes:that
are overgrown with  jungle; in most eases;tiwo or
three. years must elapse before it is discovered.how.
much of the ground, so cleared, will yield 8 suffi-
cient remuneranon 3 and if to these considera~
tions be added the ill effects of poverty and igno»
rance, in persevering upof an exaggerated .esti-
mate of profit, some idea may be formed of the
difficulty of reclaiming land under sipiilar circum-
statices, and of the depree of encouragement
which it would be desirable to hold out for such
employment of capital. Instances, indeed, have
not been wantirg, of individuals having cntirely
ruined themselves, after a perseverance of upwards
of twenty years, in their endeavour to reclaim
waste lands in different parts of India. Fortu-
nately, such instances are rare, but they serve to
shoew the difficulty attending improvements of this
nature. The Indian Government, however, still
adhering to the principle, thatiigl profits derived
Srom the land ‘are in effect thdsé of the state, have
not only allowed themseives to e prevailed upon,
in consequence of this very partial improvement
of the condition of the landholders, to .withhold
the benefits of a ‘permanent. settlement from. the
ceded and conquered provinces, although ‘Whder
the most solemm engnghmc:nts to grant them, but
they have endeavoured, and are still -endeaveur-
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ing, by @ sort ‘of guo 1warrant) -process, to assert
their right to sbare in the augmentation of income,
which .sem.efmmindars have.procured: at so much
expense. and hegard to themselves individually.
In regard to the north-western provinces, in.par-
ticular, nothing: can be at ance so unjusz and so
impolitic a8 such condd®t. The whole population
of that part of the country, which is mest exposed
to foreign afgression—a race of men well known to
be more robust and more prone to military habits
than in any other part of India—instead of being
attached to the Government, by being attached to
the soil, which they ought to pratect, are kept in
an unsettled and discontented condition ; ready to
believe that nothing but a change of masters can
free them from the state of impoverishment in
which they are plunged ;—whilst the great land-
holders are deterred from attending to the happi-
ness and prosperity of their tenantry, by the ap-
prehension that Government will step in and
app;'opriate all the profits, as they are thought tq
be doing in the reet of“their dominions.

The effect of these circumstances in discon-
raging agriculture, it is ungecessary to insist upon;
but: the ‘injury thus inflicted upon the country is
gmzﬂy ephanced by the change which a few years
have wrought in its comihercial prospects. - When
British influence was' first established in Bengal,
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ltaawers .and artisams. of:all descriptions. +The; v
wious officers, both of  the- Mogul: court and; the
subordinate principalities. and governments;swith
their: nnmerous retainers, ocoasioned .an imwense
consumption of every article which luxury could
desire, or the ingenuity ofthe country produce
and some of these, em acconnt of their beauty and
costliness, formed the basis of a considerable ‘ex-
port trade. But on the'substitution of a compa-
ratively economical European Government, the
demand for productions of this nature almost en-
tively . ceased ; the industry of the country every~
where met with a sensible check ;.and the finish»
ing blow was put to many of those manunfactures,
for which India had been so long celebrated, by
the- fabrics of Europe being made to rival them in
delicacy of workmanship, and even to surpass
them in cheapness. Nothing was thep reserved
for the mdustry of the natives Ingisach artlcles as
yere 100 coarse or too valueless to excite mmpe

tition ; and the great increase of the import trade
soan eonverbed'lndia almost exclusively into a
market for raw produce. This great revolution
in the commerciél interests of the country was.
caleulated. to arouse all the vigilance, and call for
all the forbearance, of & Government which had:
the welfare of its subjects “at heart. - The great.
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w&ﬁ tadtont place.in the condition of
the people, wivo, from being composed of .2 ‘meass
of maanfacturing classes, sufficient to-frnish am-
ple emplayment for the agricultural class, became
suddenly transformed into a nation of cuitivators,
calied iraperiously for' the fostering hand: of Ge-
vernment to increase -afM improve tie produce of
the soil, by the adoption of every expedient which
industry, skiil, and capital could apply to it, and
to create such ether employment as the nature,
wants, and habits of the people would admit. In
all countries where the great bulk of the inhabi-
tants gain their subsistence by cultivating the soil;
the wmatural increase of population will soon ex-
ceed the demaund for employment, and the wages
of labour will be gradualty reduced to the lowest
possible rate. Nothing can avert or even retard
the general distress and misery consequent upon
this state of things, but the extemsion and im-
provement of agriculture, the encouragement of
industry- te farnish employment to the surplus po-
pulation, and the diffddion of education and in-
telligence ; by the operation of which new wants
and new tastes will be englmdered sufficient to
impart = “stimulus to the imdusty and ingefaity’
of all:classes. The Indun Government,: howevey;
as we have seen, acted. upon diametrically oppo-
sive prindiples.«  When the amount of the Jand-
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tax had been - fixed-in, perpetuity. at airavewhich
there was every reason to suppose would:deain:the
surplus earnings of the whole agricultural’comzn«
nity into the coffers of the state, a permanent st
tlement with the ceded and conguered provimces,
tboug}: distinctly promised under’the governmerits
of Lord Welesley and If6rd Minto, is withheld
from time to time, in the hope of :gradually en-
ticing the landholders to make such improvement,
as may afford an opportenity of approximating to
the maximum assessment which the produce of
the soil will admit; because, in a few instances;
the landholders of Bengal and Behar have been
able to accumulate more wealth .than could rea-
sonably have been anticipated. Nor is this inde-
cent appetence of revenue confined to the regula-
tions enacted of late years,—regulations which
appear to be passed for no other purpose than to
be subjects of perpetual discussion apd illusive
amendment—but it is made to apply tetrospectively
even to rights and privileges which existed before
the acquisition of the ‘Déwammy, and which had
been recognised by every successive government ;
for the temures by which certain lands have
been- held rent-flee from time immemorial have
come at length to be questionéd, and many. &f
them have lately been. fesumed, whilst others are,
at this moment, under sequestration. -
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When.: the Wﬁm‘aw - upen’ the
plains of Indis;there were- so many native princes
and chieftaing in the exervise of sovereign poyer,
and these -personages. were so easily: induced .to
alienate - their rights for the sake of immediate
advantage, that it is probable the custom of grants
ing lands rent-free contMued even after the Com-
pany had unequivocally assumed political rule. It
was necessary, therefore, to inquire into and put
a stop to an abuse which, threatcned to make
such serious inroads upon the fiscal jurisdiction
of the state ; and accordingly, as far back”as 1783,
‘a regulation was passed, that all.rent-free land,
in whatever uaatity, unless held under the sanc-
tion of a grant from the Governor and Council, or
unless possession thereof had been obtained ante-
cedent to the Dewanny grant, were resumable.
To this regulation no reasonable objection could
be made ; Jthough such is reported to have been
the number of claims for land which then called
for confirmation, that it is supposed a very great
portion of them was I€ft tnadjusted by the Com-
mittee empowered to carry the above -resolution
into effect. '

These lands are chiefly of four descriptions,
the Devutter and Pirutter, granted for the endow-

* SeeMr:Ghant's Analgsis of the PFinances of Bengal,
Fifth Revort. Avneéndix, p.290and 318. .
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aent .of Hindoo and - Mohammednn: temples; re-
spectively ; Bramutter, lends appropriated- for the
maintenance of Bramins ; and Mohutran; orhone.
rary grauts to individuals. . The'two datter:desdrip-
tions may be sold, or otherwise disposed of 5 Dut
the two first are for ever deveted to the purposes
for which they were originally grauted ; and aa
erder of Government, on the occusion referred to,
prohibited the ‘granting of land for réligivus or
charitable purposes ip future without the express
sanction of the state, though existing proprietors
were cohfirmed in their possessions. Affairs re-
mained in this situation for mauny ycars, but at
length an order was issued, decrecing that rent-
free lands should be resumed, uoless the propri-
etors of them could produce their sunnuds, or
grants, for the inspection of the Collector of the
district ; when those found to bear unequivocal
marks of validity were to be confirmed, and the
others rescinded. As, however, much of the land

"By a subsequent regulatiou, rent-frec land, not exceeding
ten biggahs in extent (about’$ deres), are exempted from the
eperation of this decree, upon proof being produced of such
lands having been in the possession of the family now hold-
ing them for a certair, specified period. There is little doubt,
however, thut the reveuue records which were deposited in
the Khalsah when the permanent settlément was'made, do
actwally contain the registry of most of the renl:free estsles
witich are now about to be resumed.
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in question: had.-been granted many years; and in

some ‘cases -cepturies, before the establishment of
the Company’s Goverfiment, it was scarcely pro-

bable that sunouds and titles could have been

preserved, amidst the scenes of violence and 037+ O
motion which had so frequently occurred ; neltha:.z
public nor private regist®s could be ssupposed to

have survived the general wreck; though the

known habits’ of the people were perfectly consis-

tent with the belief that sich property continued

to descend in the families to which it had been

originally given. '

To these evils arising out of the extreme uncer-
tainty of their rights, where every privilege is as-
sumed to be beld by sufferance, liable to the re-
vision or reéumption of Government, without even
the form of open investigation, must be added the
imposition of stamp-duties, bearing with peculiar
severity upgn the under tenants and cultivators,
and which were a direct consequernce of the act of
permanent settlement.

The natives of Isfig, but particularly the itha-
bitants of what are termed the Lower Provinces of
the Bengal Presidency, cherjsh a very general and
sincere veneration for the character of Lord Oorn-
wallis; and with reason look upoft him as ghe
champion of their rights, a.nd the founder of the
few privileges which still remain to them. His
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professed desire to make  their protection depend
éolely upon the laws, and not upon the individual
character of their ruders; and his consequent sepa-
ration of the financial from the judicial functions,
and making public officers in the former depart-
ment responsible for their conduct to the courts
established i the princtpal cities and districts;
his regulating courts of appeal and last resort;
his abolition of judges' fees, as well as all other
charges which set a price upon jastice, and made
it difficult of access in proportion to the pover-
ty and helplessness of the suitor ; his recommend-
ing and laying - the foundation of a code of laws,
laying down rules for the conduct of all, and spe-
cifying the mode of attaining speedy redress for
every injury ; and the care he took to explain the
grounds of every regulation he enacted, and to
appeal to the good sense of the people upon all |
subjects aflecting their rights, persows, or pro-
perty,—called for, and still conimand, their fervent
admiration, and justly entitled that distinguished
nobleman to the gratitadé, not- ouly of India, but
of all mankind. Accustomed, .as the natives of
India are, to look up to their rulers with a defer-
ence' and respec{ little short of adoration, they
hafled with heartfelt gratitude these manifesta-
tions of a kind and beneficent mind; but in pto-
portion to the sincerity of this feeling, is the dis-
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may with which they have witnessed the almost
total abrogation of measures, the reasons of which
had been so fully and satitfactorily laid open
to their understanding, and a systemn infinitely
more severe and inflexible than any they had be-
fore seen, substituted ir‘L its place. Innumcrable
are the traditions current throughdut the pro-
vinces, concerning the love of justice, and the
strictly impartial mind, for which Lord Corn-
wallis was cclebrated ; they consider his regula-
tions as having established and conveyed to them
benefits till then unknown, or only existing in
their legendary abstractions of what a perfect
ruler should be. His eyual administration of
justice, by rules which professed to disregard the
persons and qualities of men, and to be free from
the influence of the Government itself, gained all
their confidence ; and if the land-tax appeared to
be so greayy as to leave the ostensible proprietor
an inadequate share of the rents of Lis estate, still
the amount taken w jas fixed, and for ever,” and®
admitted of relative dnnmutmn, by the effect of
increased industry. This certainty of exemption
from future demands, notwithstanding the disad-
vantage under which they labourcd, in being i m a
great measure excluded from taking any part in
the government of their country, and in being de-
barred from receiving assistance and instruction
{
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from the settlement of intelligent Europeans
amongst them, still offered considerable induce-
ment to them to imiprove their property by cul-
tivating the more valuable articles of produce,
and by clearing waste or uncultivated lands:—like
the lever of Archunedes, industry only required
ground to stand upon, to enable it to move the
universe ; and that ground they beheld in the
security to persons and property, which it was his
Lordship’s anxious wish to establish.

It is singular, however, that although Lord
Cornwallis successfully combated the reasons for
delaying, for ten years, the final announcement of
a permanent settloment, which * Mr. Shorc had
adduced, he never appears to have entertained a
deubt as to the prior right of the zemindars to
the property of the soil. “ Mr. Shore has most
ably, and, in my opinion,”* observes his Lordship,
“ most successfully argued in favour of the rights
of the zemipdars to the property of the soil.”
But if the value of permanengy is to be withdrawn
from the settlement now in agitation, of what
avail will the power of his arguments be to the
zemindars, for whose rights he has contended ?
They are noy to have their property in farm for
a lease of ten years, provided they will pay as

* Fifth Report, Appendix, p. 478.
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good a rent for it; and this property is then to
be again assessed, at whatever rent the Govern-
ment of this country may at that time think pro-
per to impose. In any part of the world, where
the value of property is known, would nof such a
concession of a right of property in the soil be
called a cruel mockery ?”> The ifterest of the
zemindar was, in point of fact, too intimately
blended with the proprietary right to be easily
separated ; but nothing is more clear, throughout
the whole controversy, than that the position
which he occupied constituted a disturbing cause
by which the plumb-line of justice, in making
the proprictary recognition, was warped from the
perpendicular, and the entire calculation affected
with error accordingly. The ryot was the .real
proprietor—lie paid the rent of the land to the
zemindar as an agent of Government only.  The
zenindar svas a civil officer of police, as well as
revenuc ; he was bound to make good his stipu-
lated payment of revenue, under penalty of sufe
fering an equivalent loss of property, or of being
deprived of the whole ; it was his duty to preserve
the peace of the countrys and his services were
required for the defence of the stpte, against re-
bellion or invasion, dccording to his means of *fur-
nishing that assistance. From all these duties,
however, excepting the collection of the rents, our
H 2
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system of government relieved him ; and, in prin-
ciple, he had no farther right than that which the
justice of Lord Cornwallis conceded to those who
were likely to sufler froin the resumption of the
Saycr. . “ As to the question of right,” * observes
his Lordship, “I cannot conceive that any Govern-
ment in their' senses would ever have delegated an
authorised right to any of their subjects to impose
arbitrary taxes on the internal commerce of the
country. It certainly has been an abuse that has
crept in, either through the negligence of the Mo-
gul governors, who were careless and ignorant of all
matters of trade; or, what is more probable, con-
nivance of the Mussulinan aumil: who folerated
the extortion of the zemindar, that he might again
plunder him in his turn.  But be that as it may,
the right has been too long established, or toler-
ated, to allow a just Government Lo take it away
without indemnifying the proprietor for the loss;
and I never I?eurd that, in the most free state, if
«an individual possessed a right that was incompa-
tible with the public wel{‘a;';;, the legislature made
any scruple of taking it from bim, provided they
gave him a fair cquivalent. The ease of the late
Duke of Athn‘l. who, a few years ago, parted very
univillingly with the soveréignty of the Isle of
Manu, appears to me to be exactly in point.” The

* Fifth Report, Appendix, p. 475.
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situation of the zemindars bore a still greater
resemblance to the case here brought forward by
his Lordship; the extent and condition of their
tenure varied from those of a jaghecrdar, or
feudal chieftain, to those of a Governmenf agent
for the collection of the rents, invested with au-
thority over the ryots, Yo enforce th cultivation
of the lands, and to yield them, at the saime time,
his pl'otectio;l. In all cases, and under whatever
designation, the collection of the revenue, and the
appropriation of a part of it for defraying the
local expenses, was the priucipal stipulation; and
the amount which remained atter these payments,
over and above*the remuncration allowed by the
state, was paid into the treasury, cither in the
form of an offering, or present, on renewal of the
jagheerdar's commission every three years, or of
tribute, or simply in the form of land revenue.
If this view had been adopted by the Indian
Governmnent at the time of making the permanent
settlement, and if the zemindars had been cown-e
pelled to grant [mt;ahs- to all the farmers or un-
der tenants, and ryots, who could command suffi-
cient capital to enable them to keep their lands in
cultivation, the otherwise insurmguntable "diffi-
culties arising out of 4 vaij endeavour to recondile
the existence of proprictary rights, with a denial
of that control which a landholder everywhere
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possesses over his tenants, would have been in the
first instance avoided; and the zemindar would
have fallen into his natural and correct position,
of assistant to the collector of the distriet, in re-
mitting through him the net land revenue to
Government, after paying the authorised local ex-
penses. ' “

In addition, however, to the various arguments
by which the question of the permanent settle-
ment, and the persons with whom that settlement
was to be made, had, not undesignedly, been per-
plexed, two other considerations were not with-
out their influence upon the minds of the Court of
Directors and the principal membérs of the Indian
Government. The first was the actual necessity
for realizing quickly and certainly the greatest
possible revenue from India, in conséquence of the
commercial embarrassments into which the Com-
pany had fallen ; and the Court of Directors were
only too happy to close with a plan which yield-

ved even more than they had calculated upon, with-
out {‘edmg disposed to attend 16 the developement
of any other system, the operation of which might
not turn out so speedily advantageous to their in-
terests. The other, a consideration which may
be'supposed to have hqd much weight with the
Indian Government, and to have induced them to
recognise the zemindars as proprietors of the soil,



