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in preference to the ryots, was, that the Govern­
ment itself stood in the position of a zemindar in 

respect to its salt as well as to its opium monopo­
lies; and whilst in this capacity it reserved to itself 

the right to alter the tenure of the ryot. in the 
Salt Mehals, &c. it could not with any consistency 
consider the proprietary --right to be \rested in any 

but the zemindars . . 
Notwithstanding, therefore, the concurrence of 

all parties in the necessity for protecting the 
ryots, the latter were placed in subordination to 

the zemindars, with no other stipulation in their 
favour, in the act of permanent o!'ettlement, than 

an artic1e,· declaring that it was "a duty at all 

times indispensably requil't'd from the proprietors 
of land to conduct themselves with good faith and 

moderation towards their dependant talookdars 

and ryots, and that Government reserved to itself 
the power"to enact, whenever deemed proper to do 
so, such regulations as might be thopght necessary 

for the protection ~ud. wrlfare of the dcpe~dant 
talookdars, TyotS, and other cultivators of the 
)';oil." Regulations to this effect were indeed sub­
sequently framed, and ther~ is little doubt that if 
the same coolness of judgment and,strict imparti­
ality which had so milch ,influence in enacting -the 

Colebrook's Supplement, p. 358. 
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permanent settlement, had superintended * its 
operations for two or three years, it would, in 
spite of' the disadvantages under which it labour­
ed, have answered every reasonable expectation; 
but th~ departurc of Lord Cornwallis to Europe 
so soon after the grE!at change had been effected, 
left the new 'system in tte hands of some of its 

bitterest enemies, and the want of, cordial co­
operation on the part of the civil functionaries, by 
which the measure had all along been impeded, 
'luickly cllsmcd its virtual abrogation. Accord-

Mr. Tucker, hqwever, seems to be of a different opinion. 

Not ollly doe~ he think that the ~t'vcral Governors of India 
were peculiarly >iuitc!l to the parti('ular' times and circum­

stances ill whieh they happen to have been placed, but in 

the ardoUl' of his optimism ht' Ilbserls that Lord Teignmouth 
followed ill the f()ot~tcl'~ of hi, illustrIOUs im>deces;,or, and 

with ~t>rul'ul\luS ~ood faith ga.yt> t fleet to piau" which, as a 

nlf'1Il1lt'1' of LOId Corn\\'allIS>~ Government, he had fdt it his ,. 
duty to oppose. ThiS i~ the> fil'~t. tim(" perhaps, that the indi-

vidual by wlwlTl.a pIau was to he carried into effect, has 

'oeen thought l'ccuharly sUlted to that task by hl~ personal 
hostii'lt.y to the measUlc. \\'h~lt;-~r' may have been the 

!:'ood f<litll ('1' Lord Trig:nulOuth, whether to his own or to 
his pred('c(>s~or's 0PllUOll, cnt.a.in it j". that the regulation 

II 

whirh,drnvp the ryot~ into the civIl courts to ascertain their 

rat~ of lcagp, (k~ roycd thf vt'ry ~ofllcr-stone of that fabric 
which Lord COIIHvilllis had lJ.een so iutent upon rearing.­

Tllcker'~ Review, &c> p. !i16.-See also Fifth Report 
1'. ·~1i(i-7. . , 
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ingly, we find that a regulation (8 of 1768). which 
directed that landholders should prepare forms of 
pottahs, or leas,es, for the cellector's approbation, 

and tender such pottahs to their tenants, on pain 

of being fined if they neglected to do so, fas sus­
pended in the following year in a great number of 
zillahs, and it was then-declared that the approba­

tion of the collector extended only to the form . 
of pottahs, " any dispute regarding the rate bdng 
referred to the civil courts," Here, tllen, we have 
at once the true cause of the vast accumulation of 
law-suits in the several courts: the pottahs, which 
the ryots had been taught to "expect, were so 

lUuch waste-pa~per, until their terms had been set­

tled hy an appeal to law; and as it is probable 
that it did not happen in above one instance in 
teo that both parties agreed npon the suhject, 

almost the whole agricultural population were ac­
tually cOl'npellea to appeal to the courts. Mr. 
Mill, in his History of British Iudi,\> attributes the 

accumulation of uege~id~d cases in a great mod­
sure to the mIschievous prejudices of lawyers, 
" one of the most remarkable of which is that of 

rendering judicial proce~dingl intricate ~~r the 
mUltiplication of technical forms, .,&c. ;" and cer-

Regulations J!! and 4, of 1 794. 
t History of British India, p. \183. et seg. 
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woly tbe description of the forms and delays. in~ 
eluding repeated translations of law-papers, given 

by ,Mr. Shore in his.first minute - (already re­
ferred to), is sufficiently formidable. The 5th Re. 
port, indeed. expressly informs us, that the judicial 

• 
rules upon which those still in use in Bengal are 

founded, " hat! the advant1ige of being framed. by 
professional talents;" but this the his~orian seems 
to think is per se anything but a recommendation. 
The habits, ideas, and associations of professional 
men. nre so inseparably connected with precedent 
and authority, that they are seldom well qualified 
for striking out· new paths in legislation: blind. 
ed, like horses in a mill. they are 'apt to imagine 
that thcy are making great strides in advance, 

when they have only heen travelling in the old 
beaten track of the little circle to which th€'y have 
so long been yoked. On this subject. however, 
the historian appears to be somewhat at variance 
with himself; for he informs us that "there was in 
lndia nothing ~vhich in reality deserved the name 
of law," forgetting what' he had -j ust said of the 
perverse ingenuity of lawyers. and that he bad 
ghortly before told his readers, that "justice had 

always been di~~ributed in the method of simple 
and ·rational enquiry" alI}.ong' the people of Hin-

'Fifth Report, Appendix, p. 190. 
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dostan. We have the authority of the 5th Re. 
po1't for the fact of. the people of India having been 
governed by a system in which they apparently 
acquiesced with cheerfulness, and that the cus­
toms of the Hindoo and Mohammedan l~ were 
known, if not to all the European Judges and 
Magistrates, certaiJ.lly to the native- Jaw and mi­
nisterial officers, whose services, we are told, were . 
common to all the English courts, district as well 
as city: the Mohammedan laws with respect to 
Mussulmen, and the Hindoo with :respect to Hin­
<1oos, being considered the general rules by which 
the Judges were to form theil' dec1sions in all civil 
suits, and the "Mohammedan law of the Koran, 
as explained by the commentators, the general 
rule for criminal justice; with such alterations 
and modifications of its sanguinary punishments 
and mutilations, as the milder spirit of British 
criminal jllstice dictated. 'Vith regard, however, 
to the principles on which Eng1isb practice was 
en grafted upon lupian. l~w, and particularlY to' 
the introduction of paid advocates - (vakeels), it 

Lord Cornwallis is not respollsible for the introduction 
• or vakeels into Indian Courts of Justi~e, as might be iufer-

red from the passage of 1t}r. Mill's history l1ere adverteu. to ; 
hill Lordllhip found them alrw.dy established there by the 
regulations of 1781, and all he did was to reform the &bUieS 

connected with their practice and appointments. 
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is impossible not to agree with the historian in his 
general view of the law, not indeed in India (Jnly, 

but even in the mot~r country. 
The absurdities by which English law still con­

tinues ,t;o be encumUered, arose in the course of 

ages out of peculiar states of society, and are re­

tained apparently from ~o other motive than the 

instinctive horror of innovation, which the timid 

of all persuasions are too prone to entertain. 

The structure of society has undergone many and 
great changes, Lut the common law is still " in 
the rearward of the fashion," and retains its anti­

quated costume; as if unconscious of the ridicule 
with which it is co\'ered. It evirlces, however, a 
constant endeavour to reconcile new feelings and 

new circumstances to its own pre~onceived no­
tions; and thus. hy a sparing adoption of such 
modern improvements as bear a strained resem­

blance to ancient practice, it ha; become a ttling 

of threads and patches,· utterly incomprehensible 
to o,;dinary men. Au(hol'ity. and precedent are 
itf: avowed foundation; and its professed aim is to 
furnish a plain and certain rule for the guidance 

and protection of all. "'Y ct new decisions of indi-

Questi sono, (says Beccar:a,) g-li espcdicnti delle nazioni 
deboli, Ie le~gj delle qualj non 50no che istantanee riparazioni 

di un edificio ruinoso, chI". crolla du ogni parte. 



OF BINDOSTAN. 109 

vidual Judges, grounded upon fanciful analogies 
to some former case, are constantly erected into 
maxims of law, and an adherence to remote 
sources of authority, in opposition to the plain 
standard of reason and ('ommon sense', illvo]ves 
every fresh question in inextricable confusion. 
Thus, whilst the stability of the law fs relied upon 
in theory, its uncertainty is notorious and appa­
rently inevit~blc in practice; and decisions, in fact, 
depend more upon the prrsonal character of the 
judge, than upon any fixed or ascertained princi­
ples. Under the hollow pretellcc, indeed, of shield­
ing ns from the tyranny or corruption of judges, by 
referring every "thing to precedent, it. in reality, 
creates the worst oftyrannics,-a varying and un­
certain law; and it sets, as it wcrc, a premium 
upon the ingenuity of lawyers, to reconcile present 
circumstances with past decisions. Thus it fur­
ni~hes a c()t)stant 'bar to its own improvement. by 
discar'ding e,"ery thing that has not ~orne previous 
sanction in its favour, without adverting to the 

~ .. . 
circumscribed stale of knowledge and experience 
at the period when that sanction was pronounced; 
and it has a tcndel}cy to .ncourage litigation by 
holding out almost as fair a prospcc9 of success to 
the wicked as to the· inyVlCent. ,Vhat is teru~ed 
common law, is, in fact: to be found only in reports 
of cases and in the dicta of judges. fanning toge-
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tiler an immense heterogeneous mass, wbic~ ,Gtl 

the one hand, may be made to assume any form by 
means of what is technically called a fiction, and 
from which, on the other, the ingenuity of a prac­
tised l\1wyer can extraCt authority for almost any 
doctrine however absurd. Right and wrong, in 
short, become in a great measure subordinate CQn­
siderations; the sole question is, not what is just, 
but what is law; and that law is to 'be found not. 
in any written enactment, but in the ever-varying 
opinion of presiding judges. 

To fix this wavering mass, to give firmnes~ and 
consistency to the loose elements of the soil, is in­
deed a great desideratum, not only in India, hut in 
England also. All writers are agreed, that since 
the adoption of the Code Napoleon, the number of 
lawsuits for real property (prl'cisdy t.hat depart.­
ment in which English law displays the greatest 
number of subtilties) has been bl"reatlJ1 reduced in 
France. In~eed, the mere compression of exist-

• iTlg laws into a small compass, is of itself a benefit 
co~lcfl cd upon the con~mimity ~ , it not only brings 
the Ia\"\; within the comprehension of all. but it 

confines the subject-mntter of future comment, and 
restrains the ClutilOrity of the "judge within its just 
bJunds-those of a fai~pfur interpretation of the 
laws. For the framing and institution of such a 
code in India, an excellent opportunity was UD~ 
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doubtedly lost when the reforms of 1798 were car­

ried into effect. t'he submissive character of the 
Hindoos, their acknowledged hereditary prostra­

tion, and their habits of looking up to their rulers 
as to their father, and, under Providence. thiirGod 
upon earth,-were no less favourable to the calm 

and dispassionate in\'estigation which- such a mea. 

sllre would ~ave demanded, than to the superin­

tendence of its operation in the hands of the most 

considerate and well-informed. servants of the 
Company. "re arc told. indeed, that it was ne­

cessary to respect the prejudices of the natives, and 
to adhere as much as possible to' their laws and 

customs, in ft'aniing a ' system of Government for 

our eastern possessions ; hut a vcry slight inspec­

tion of the regulations. ,,,hich hu\re bem passed 
under this solemn injunction, will convince any 

man, that the only pn;jlldices which have been re­
spl'cted, " a~ celtain cruel and disgusting obser­

vances of their religion; which, in tQeir operation, 

nre rather calculatrd to pssist, *' than to impede 

• Sec, amongst other instances, re~ulatioll 4; of J 806, for 
the care with which the mo~t cruel and ahominable supersti­
lions practised at the Temple of .\J!ggernaut have been sane-

o • 
tioned and org-dnizcd with a view to the rClJniary 'profit 

which they YIeld to our ChrIStian Government. The /llfm­

ber of lives' annually supposed tf, be ~acrified in consequence 

of the Juggernaut pil~image. is too great to mention; the 
sUTJ'ounding country is literally whitened with human bones. 
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the ·'fiscal views of Government; and that, in ,other 
respects, very little · attention has been paid to the 
feelings or opinions of the people. We found tbe 
inhabitants of India, it is true, immersed in the 
most Pfofound ignorance, and a prey to the most 
aJ)surd and revolting superstition; but security of 
property, and. redress of grtevances, are substantial 
benefits, which address themselves to the business . 
and bosoms of lIlen of every intellect, and of aU 
persuasions; and certainly, the conduct of the 
people of Bengal, in appealing to our law courts, 
did not evince any slowness to avail themselves of 
the ,In'otection which was offered to them, even 
by the very incomplete reforms' effected at the 
period now referred to. This conduct, as the 
Government justly obscrve!', indicated a change of 
circumstances which ought to be 'rccciV('d with 
satisfaction, inasmuch as it evinced the protection 
intended to be afforded by an equal adr.1inistl'ation 
of justice, to. be real and efficient; and showed 

. that,. the care and nttf;ution'lwhich its directors 
with so much solicitude had urged the Govern­
ment to observe for preventing the oppressions 
fOrlU~l'ly practisoo b)" the wost powerful land. 
hq1ders, had tot been exerted in vain; and that 

" . in the success of those Cttt;rtlOns a foundatlOD had 
~n laid for the happiness of the great body of 
the people, and in the increase of population, agri. 
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culture, and· commerce, for tbe general prosperity 
of the country ... · But the Government, with 
singular inconsistency, instead of' acknowledging 
the confidence thus shown in the uprightness of 
their intentions by redoubling their effort.\ to ad­
minister strict and impartial justice. to all parties. 
first did all in their power to promote litigation. 
and then loaded the redress of grievances with 

• 
such heavy duties. as amounted to a denial of it 
altogether to the great majority of :suitors. If the 
liberal and enlightened observation just cited. had 
beeD followed up by an increase in the number of 

courts, or by the appointment or commissioners, 
with power to sNtle all disputes arising out of the 

new order of things, upon the known and recogniz­
ed principles of equity to the parties, it cannot be 
doubted that the rage for litigation would quickly 
have subsided, and that the permanent settlement 
would have. reali~ed the most favourable expecta­
tions, without that revolution in uroperty. and 
those appalling s<~enes of distress, with which its' 

I •• • 
operation has been accompanied. On the contrary, 
however, in less than a month after passing a re­
gulation for the relief of the lIgeminpars, another was 
l'ub}ishea' for re-enacting the' payll~nt of the in­
stitution fee, abolishecf in .1793, and for establis\­
ing fees on ~bibits, .. sc: as to render the proc~d-

Revenue Letter 81St October, 1199. 
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iugscostly,to the w:~e_or,DOJ)~fwitAt 
~~is said)discoul'.aging reeouTSe.to,tbemi~hffm u.. 
eallse Df action mightobe :wen founded. " , ~The ,pre.. 
amble mtR.!! that ,. in' .consequence of there heiDg 
no exyense in the first instance, and but.a ,lDo­

derate and limited one ultimately, many.groUl\d.. 
less and litigious suits and complaints, have heeD 
instituted against individuals, and the trials ,of 
others have been protracted, &c., ~hereby, the 
judges have been prevented from determining 
CRnses with that expedition which is essential for 
deterring individuals from instituting vexatious 
claims, or refm.ing to satisfy just demands, &c. ; 
and that the establishing of fees' on the institu­
tion-and trial of suits. and on petitions presented 
to the court, being considered to be the best mode 
of putting a stop to this abuse of the ready m~ 
DOW afforded to individuals of availing themselves 
of' the exercise of the laws, without.robstructing 
the., bringing forward of just claims; the following 

, rules are enacted. &c." The imposition (If this ex~ 
pense, it is, ,stated in tb'e ath'ReJlQrt. was expect.. 
ed to repress litigation in future; but ,.,.. ~spe<± 
to the 'large accu!nulation of c,{luses a1ieady on. the 
judge's file) ~ey were got rid of by an , e~·po# 

facto law, which directep tlfitt .the f~ ~ to 
be paid 00 the institution~ of suit$ hereat""dl~ 
April 1795)" shall be paid, under the Ji~~. ~ 
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and:exceptions, in aU suits or appetls now depend~ 
ing in the ·zD.lah,. ' or city courts, &.c. &c. which 
may have been instituted subsequent to the 1st 
May 1798, :unless adjusted by the partie"; and 
such suits. unless withdrawn) or the fees a;e paid 
within one month, to be dismissed." In thus e ... 
deavouring to repress litigation, howtver, most of 
the fees were carried to the account of Govern­
ment, and their amount, no doubt. suggested the 
expediency of turning what was noW' considered a 
n~tional characteristic, to the advantage of the 
state, by farther impositions; accordingly a regu­
lation to this f?ffect was passed iOo 1797. But in 
thus convertingothe views of their subjects into a 

species of traffic, the Indian Government seems to 
have been aware that some apology was due; and 
on that accou~t the abolition of the police tax is 
made in some ' measure the excuse for increasing 
the fees on .the it\stitution and trials of suits, and 
tor establishing a stamp duty!(}n law pa~s. 

" Difficulties, (it is sl:\id in the preau;ble to the re·. 
gl,llation in question ,I 6th' of 1797) hav~g beetf ex~ 
perienced in detennining what persons were liable 
to be -ch........,ri with the poli8e tax. and frauds and ""5"""'. • 
exactions having in consequence be~n committed 
by the assessors and cl:lU~rs, to the vexation~ 

the cO'fttributots as well as to the diminution of,the 
pl"Oduce 'of 'the tax, the Vice-President in Council 

I 2 
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has therefore resolved to abolish, this ux:~ .ad: 
with a view farther to discouragle th~ preferrmg 
of litigious compla.int~t and the filing of '8u~n~ 
ous exhihits, and the summoning unnecessary: wit­
nesses q.n the trial ~f suits, arid also to provide for 

the deficiency which will be occasioned in the 
public revenue by the abolition of the police tax, 
as well as to add to the public resources withcut 
burthening individuals, he has resolv~d," &c. &C. 
Passing over the singular manner in which tl.e 
rli,"couragemellt of litigious complaints is joined 
with the abolition of a totally distinct tax, ac~ 

knpwledged to ht~ nearly unproductive, it may be 
observed that as the fees and sta'Il1ps were here 
made payable alike by those who might prefer 
just complaints. as by those who might be termed 
litigious, it is difficult to understanl! how such a 
tax could he considered as not hurthening indivi­
duals. On the contrary, no tax' burt~€ns indhi­
duals so much, as' a tax upon law proceedings, to 
which no person resorts but in asserting or de.­
fending a rir,ht, of which h~ is.\. or is threatened to 
he, unjllstly deplived. A police tax, on the COD'" 

trary. being noth\ng l»Ore tha,n a general contri .. 
butioh for a QOlnmon benefit, is, \inder equitable 
retuiations, an impositi~ every way unobjection .. 
able, and by municipal arrangements lnight eel' .. 
tainly be collected and disburW. not only to the 
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advantage ef the State, but· to !Jle great comfort 
and security ,of the public. 

The ·.difficulty of keeping pace with the de~ 
man~s for redress, does not appear. to have been 

sensibly diminisbed by the abovcmentiollfid regu­

lations: on the contrary, their tendency being to 
encourage injustice by hopes of itnpunity, the 
natural consequences ought to have been rather 

• 
an increase than a diminution of suits at law; 

but it was not till the year 1803, that the proper 

remedy was applied, by adding to the number of 

judges throughout the provinces, and enlarging 
the jurisdiction of the native c,)lnmbsioners or 

munsiffs. Th~ remedy. howl~ver, was applied on 

so small a scale as to be totally inadequate to the 

end proposed; and the usual consolation fo1' such 

a failure wa~"again sought in an augmentation of 
the revenue, by means of farther stamp duties. 

Accol'din~y, Rckulation 1st of 1814, and others 
which followed after a short interval, increas~the 

rate of stamp duties, and extend th~ use of stamp 

paper so greatly, that ~iUlOut them Vl.t com~laint 
can be filed, no grievance taken cognizance of;· 

.JtarringtoJl·s Aualysis, vol. i. p. 162~ apparent~y cite. 
this regulation as first i.trodllciDg the use of stamps ,ji f~r 
raising a revenue;" but the.pPeamble above quoted fn:im Re­
gulation 6th, 1791, shows the principle to have been avowed 
on that. oCcasiQn'. 
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.'lIte ;coot1'ary. if any RUitor "neglect' t&'prDricle 
himself with the necessary stanlps, 'abA' prese!tt 

documents written 00 common paper. he 'is Ieb­

tenced' to 8 fine of twenty times the value of the 
stamp pmitted, and a rejection of his complaint 
until the fine be plOd and the prescribed stampt 
snpplied . 

. 'Meantime, however, the power of distraiat 
had been blTcatly increased by Regul~tion 7th of 
1799, by which it was declared that un~r­

tMlflnt!l of every description were to be considered 
defaulters for any arrears of rent withheld beyond 
the clay on which the same might have been pay­
able; and liable to immediate dil!!iress, if all such 
afreal'S were not paid on demand. A commission 
of one anna in the rupee on the amount of sales of 
property sold was also authorized to'be charged to 
the account of the defaulters. in addition to the 
other e"pellsc8 attending the at'ta~t. The 
po~er of the collector was also strerfgthened by 

~is being aU~wed to imprison defaulting land­
hold~I'S, anQ to charge 'intel'est for the amount of 
the monthly instillment remaining undischarged,. 
at the rate of on~ per.cent. per memem, from the 
date at whie, the arrear became due,· without 
witting tor authority frqm the Board ~f Revenue 
SO to do,. unless he think proper to apply fer 
~cial instructions. He was authorized and di-
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reet;ed, howe¥er",w·supend the ~ltel'CiIe of these 
powel"8, in -cases of ,drought, inundation, or other 
calamity of the se8igDt and.where the "defaulter 
was entirely blameless? rePQrting circumstances to 

the Board of Revenue. But whether fr~m the:. 
Board having conqemoed this indulgence where 
shown, or from the natural inclinatit')n of men in 
ofIicial stations to exceed. the bounds of their au-

• thority, the collectors did, notwithstanding, attach, 
and distroin to such an extent as to call for the 
interference Of Government· to prohibit their 
doing so, during the thn.>e first months of the 
yeal', whilst the landholders and mrmers were ad­
justing their st'ttlemeftts with the ryots. By the 
regulation here referred to, however, it was direct­
ed that, in order to limit the dh'ision of property, 
when an estate was attached. the whole of it, and 
not a part, was to be sold; the surplus produce of 
such sale, niter discharging the amount of arrears, 
interest, and fines, to be given to the proprit!tOt'; . 
unieJ/s otherwise sWiall.!J directed. It was more. . ,. . 
over ordained, that whenever the colle~tor thought 
the revenue was wilfully withheld, or the arreat 

ascribable to lJegle~t, mismanagrment. or miacott"o 
duct"the Board might impose an additional penal .. 
tyot' one per cent. Per 4Jl.eTl.tem, to be pajd fitmt 

• the tht)e when the arrears became due till m. 
Reg. 1. of 1801. . 
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.rged,,~,tiU the ftlrm· ·or ;est9'tew~ ~ 
tOgether with distress and . sale of pt'fton6lv"t~_ 
ty where accounts were not.fortlreoming. ~) If; how.. 

ever, the propriet6r at any time antecedentto ·the 
sale, d~ivers in his account, the sale is not to:tske 

place; but instead thereof, as a punishment to the 
defaulter for' his withholding his . acconnts, the 
Govern~r General may impose such fines ashe 

• 
may judge proper, in addition to the former. 

Here then may he said to have terminated.the 
long struggle between the zemindars and the 
ryots on the' one hand. and the Government 
and the zeminfiars on the other. At first tne 
zemindars were relieved from the liability· to 
imprisonment, and other arbitrary ~unishrnents 
for nou--payment of their revenue; but portion!;; 
of their estates were ordered to be "soid to make 
good 'their defalcations; when, however, they 
complained of this, the power ~risonme.t 
wai restored, and their person~ property, .as 
.-.vell as their' whole estates, rendered liable to 
sale.' In life manner, the'ry~s were apparently 
secured in tb~ possession of their ground, by the 
zemindars being i dil'coted to vrant them pottahs 
or leases.. ande.they were el1couraged to appeal tQ 

th" law when oppressed»y ~heir landlord :-their 
availing thtlmselves of thiS privilege, however,.oc­
casioned the imposition of law taxes, the l'E~stora-. .. 
tio\} of the power of distraint and imprisonment, 
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forwerly; heW GVer them by the IIelnUulallSt and 
eventually' .tOO- establishment, .of stamp duties, to 
such extent and. amount ,as.almostto constitute a 

total denial of redress under any grievances they 
might , suffer. 

There.can be no doubt, however, that the per­
manent settlement, though ruinous to the greater 

part of the old zemindars, has greatly cootributed 
• 

to extend cultivation; and that the pr~nt ze-
mindars, as a body, and indeed with exception of 
those whose waste land estates are now in fact 
under sequestration, are in a very prosperous co&­
dition. This circumstance, incieed, is so well 

known that, ~ before remarked, it has excited 
what was tei-med by Mr. Shore, "the cupidity of 

Government," to demand a portion of the excess. 

It must not: however, be supposed, because some 
individuah; have prospered greatly under the new 
Of'der of things; that, therefore, 'the land tax. is 
moderate; for as yet the scanty and penurious bus­
bandry of the cou~try has expt'rie~ced no generai 

, -~. . impro.vement. The auvantagt.>s refep-ed to have 
been mostly conttned to those estates ... hich con~ 

tained a large port~n of uncultivated land, or the 
boundaries of which had been bu. -loosely ascer­

tained, or in ' which \he. cultivation had beE'n ~Ji1-
• prOV'oo ~),. the unexpected demand fOl' more valu-

able produce. ' ' In all these instances it is proba-• 
hie that a ri!W of rents ~as accomplished without 
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-.. ~~ty; but the"number-of cases in~, 

m,.bichany great degree of improvement,lris'atIiI. 
tea~ed with an .augJrumtatioR',of,the zemindar&" 
income, must have borne,·'but ,an wOOllSid:erable 
proportion -to the gener.al mlW. It -may be ()bserv. , 
ed, too,. that in addition to the slowness· and ,un· 
cel'taWty of pet urns from the eultivation of ~ 
lands in general, the appropriation of pasture land 
is attended with a diminution of ap~ntprofiti'i 
by ,tbe increased expense and difficulty of sub­
sisting the cattle used for agricultural purpoSes, 
particuhtrly during that period of the year, when 
the crop is on t.he ground. But even were the 
fact otherwise, were it certain that every zemm.. 
dar had doubled his income by the idlprovements 
effected on his estate, how unworthy it is of the 
character of a great Government to ~ndeavour, by 

every means in its power, to deprive i~ subjects 
of their hard-earned profits, because aft&r so may 
yea.", of risk and labour those pront. turn out to 
~greater than could have been ~ted, under 
SO ~ere an assessment 'Ho~ n:aeh more wise, 

( 

as 1II\e11 as humane, it would be to rejoice. iil the 
1UI~pected prosperity W the co\IDtry, to encounge 
accumulation, .aDd with it, increased activity ·of' 
tra(e, a.nd a sincere atlpchtnent to. the Gov~ 
ment ,Which ~ured to th~m the e~joymeat of t9 

lJl{U:Iy ,blessings! Instead of this, ',howeveI', tIM 



natives are"oontirltuilly alarmed by inquisitions. 
actual ,or .. :tUeateuedi into · the validity of· their 
titles, ,aDd .correct measurement of their esta~s; 
and· swarms of canongoes, or native revenue 8ur~ 
veyors, are spread OY.~I' the surface of the ~UDtry. 
ostensibly for the protection of the ryots, but in 

reality for the ' purpose of discovering and rt'port­
iog un assessed land. These mtm, who are virtu • 

• ally relea,sed from responsibility, partly by their own 
obscurity, but chiefly by the small n umber and inac­
cessibility of the English functionaries under whom 

they act, extort money almost at will from the indi .. 

viduals with whose lands they h~e auy concerns, 
aod by indulgellces to one, or menaces to another, 

afflict the unbappy people with endless vexations. 

In order more clearly to point out the condi. 
tion of the ryots, the following table of the pr0-

duce of one biggah. about l of an English acre, " 
together with tHe lISUal rent according to the 
annual settlement, and expenses of cultivatiOO",is 
here inserted. A comparison with the estimaw 
giV'en by Colebrooke, '(Ilusbandry ~f BetTgaI;) 

will show that. whatever may be the case with 

other· classes, the si~u~tion !it[ t~ ~ot"" has pQt Wi­
prove~. . All tlie articles here inseJte<i, with the 
ex~~ption,perbaps, ot ptddy, are susceptible· of 

great iDa"ease; and sortre garden-Iartds, particu­
larly in ,the vicinity of large towns, produce five 
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~a."ven ten tilllesas Pl~ ; ,but, tak:ibg" a, .. 
,~x$ent of coun.try, the av~rage is nO,t greA.ter tbllll 
what is here given = .this ,point, howe\1er, ifJ,,got of 
su~h \mportance regarding,the whole ca1cplatiOD, 

from the small proportion of land appropriated u> 
the so;t of produce in question, one tenth of the 
whole cultiw.ted surface being considered -much 
more than its utmost extent. 
--....... --,.,---.----.~-- ---.---.-~ 

'Exr~n"e of I 
~twd, Culu-

, \ auoD,RI'ap" 
Tle.c:rlptIOQ of Producr. lug

t 
Wt~r!- Re 

IU~, .ud I 
HllltlDg. 

Rp •• An •. It!" 
Padd {Old Land :'I 1 1 

Y New Laud 3 0 0 
Sugar Cane 10 4 {j 
Tobacco 912 {j 
Ginger 9 

4 I (j Cotton 6 4 '5 
Onious 10 4, 5 
Potatoes 6 12 S 
Garlic 10 4 [, 
Curry, Herbs, &c. 6 Hl 4 
Jute 412 2 
Hemp 412 4-
Turmeric 7 a 4 
Mustard 412 :3 
Mulkrry [j H '2 
Pulse, of senf l 5 4 :2 
Wheat 5 12 Ie 
Barley 

5 81 2 
uCUInbers 9 ~i2 5 

~ 

I I ---, 
Valo, I 

nt. Totl.l. ot the Cuftrvo.tQl·~ 
Goup. Surphu. 

----- - -Aus. ap" A., a", }tps. AO:f. 
8 4 9 8 3 7 

12 312 7 3 4 
0 l~ 4 

20 14 U 0 1412 ,'W 5 4 
0 14 4 20 5 12 
0 11 4- IS 6 12 
0 15 l4 22 6 12 
0 11 12 16 4. 4 
0 15 4 20 4U 
0 ,,10 12 16 [) 4, 
8 7 4'" 11 312 
0 8 12 14- 5 4< 
0 11 12 17 S 4 
0 7 12 12 4 4. 
8 8 4 12 3U 
8 7 U 11 8 4. 
8 8 4. 18 4< If 
S S 0 U 4 0 
If 14 I!! 21 6 4. 

,":It then. we suppose II farm to consist of about 
~5 biggnhs, or 8t E!lglish' acres, ,which isas rouch 
• one tulUl ~nd his family can manage, the ctdt;l.. 

I 
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vattJr's·surpl~ at too-above average, will be about 
121 rupees far the garden land, and 14i for the 
rice land, making altogether.87 rupees, or 8/. 1s. 
per annum, or 7 rnpees 4 aonas for the m~nthJy 
subsistence of himself and family. 

The following is a statement of the expense of 
living for a family of fhre persons, oft the lowest 
scale consistent with bare subsistence : 

Rice four-fifths of a seer, about li1bs. for each per-
ltup. 1\11'. 

son, at SO seers per rupee 4 0 

Pulse, one pice, (less than a halfpenny) per diem 

each 2 6§ 

Salt and Condiments ditto (salt at :; ll1.aunds prr 

rupee :i!i 
Oil, two chittacks· (about 2oz.) at 10 rupees per 

maund 0 1.5 

Total 8 74 
,-- r;--

To this must be added something for clothing, 

scanty as it ,is, be~ides occasional expenses for re­
pairs of hut, fees, &c. Charity should also enter 
into the account, but as this is gene;ally bestowed> 

in the form of victu~ls, It ~ difficult to ptimate its 
exact value; as, however, it actually diminishes 

the above allowance, and that in po inconsiderable 

degree, it should not be lost sight of tin forming an 
opinion of the conditioll of.the people. The itear of 
chari~y, indeed, is much-larger than can readily be 
conceived by those who are unacquainted with the 
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I1.iblts,· of Bfl Indian commnnity. ',The ,eJaa,;,q€ 

peOple living entirely upon abus, wbethQi '8i-, 
f'toru motives ofsupe...,titiob, or from mere·eompas.. 
sion, iJ exceedingly great. 'Crowds of sturdy beg_ 
gars, ~enerally of a religious caste. parade the 

country, and extort a plentiful subsistence, more 
from the uni~d effect of fear and superstition,'toan 
from any other feeling of the inhabitants. Every ,. 
'9"illage, also, has its separate band of religiou*,> 
mendicants, who make their rounds every day, de­
manding a handful of rice from each householder; 
and if to these we add the really destitute objects, 
who from diseasl: or infirmity have' a claim upon 
the compassion of their more fortunate brethren, 
we shall have a mass of charitable demands, from 
which the almost unhoused Hindoo has no refuge 
bnt by granting a portior.- of his 'scanty meal, 
almost equal to the poor's rate in England, bur­
thensome as that is acknowledged to hie . 
. ' The only m,ethods which the poor husbandman 

flas of eking out his ll1iserabl~ existence, are by '" (. . 
disposing oftthe produce of such fruit trees as may 

, be upon his farm, or by keeping cows and seIling 
their produce; o~ lasU,. by eqdeavouring to raise 
a second crop ~f some kind in the intervals of the 

.' & usual harvests. But ftum all these sources of , 
profit so much must he deducted for interest' or 

'\ , 

money, or encroachment upon otheriJranches 'of ht~ 



industry, that littJe (Jr IlQ benefit ~ :be expected. 
from them;m t~ present state of the country. 
Thus. tbe produce of trees .may be valuable in 
many cases, but they are prejudicial to the bowt~ 
of other articies,.and the ground they cover forms 
a serious deduction from the quantity of l:nd cu.l~ 
tivated: some indeed are attended with loss, un­
less more care is taken to strengthen the soil, than 
a poor I"yot can afford; of this kind are plaintaius, 
which, in addition to the usual fallow of one­
fourth, or even one-third of the lands yearly, ex­
haust the soil in three or four years, and render it 
useless for a period much more tban equal to the 
advantage to he derived from their culture. In 
like manner the profits of the dairy are realized at 
the expense of that share of the produce consum­
ed by the cfl.ttle, together with the additional 
trouhle, whatever it may be, of watching and 
milking th"m. in circumstances so straitened, 
even the smallest item becomes of importance, and 
the miserable hut in which the cultivator resid~ 
must be con~idered; as tiirbinishing, pro tantll, tht: 
quantity of his productive land. . 

If by the above table we J!ndeavour to aScertailJ . . . , 

the present situation of the zemmd8jSt the follow-

ing .:w~J,l be the calcul!ltiopf assuming tha~ .thftin~ 
crea,se of reot since the'permanent settlement has 
not 'in;~~ht exc.eeded the proportiona~· 'increase in 
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the c:ultivation of the more valuable· articles of 
produce, which is generally supposed to be"ihefatt~ 

The zemindar's share of the rent of the 'i5 biggahs, 
above' mentioned. would be only 6 rupees5.annas 
per annum; but supposing him to posseSs 1000 « 
biggahs or about 854 acres, his income would be 
2521 rupees," and the amount of land revenue paid 

by him to Government 227 2-~ rupees. But to his 
in~ome must be added the profit arising from any 
uncultivated or unassessed land, which happened to 

be npon his estate at the period of the settlement; 
and from which he has since been able to raise a 

rent by bringing it under tillage. Tbe quantity of 

land exempted from taxation (ren~ free), and that 
which was appropriated to pasturage taken toge­
ther, was calculated by Mr.J. Grant* at no less than 
two-fifths of the whole surface in 17!;6, whilst the 
land in cultivation was but one-half.Jb,at amount 
or one-fifth of the whole; anti .• ,.'Colebrooke 

(Husbandry &c.) apparently estiQl~tes the rent of 
free lands as 'in the proportion of 3 to 4 to the 
wastt land, .. we have ulmti the~ data the ave~age 
quantity of redaimable land in each estate equal 
to something mo~e then one-fthird of the whole. 
But as it w~ clearly the interest of the land-

• 
See the Analysis already< ~eferred to, in the Appendix, 

3th R~pGrt. 
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holde~ to. c$i'\Tate as much {)f his -ground as pO!!­
sible during the several settlements whkiI were 
made immediately. previous to, and which formed 
the basis of, the permanent settlement in 1798, 
(since he paid rent for the whole,) it is l'e,sonabie 
to suppose that a considerable portion of it was 
renuered productive during the sever! yea.rs which 
elnpscd between. the perious referred to. AUow-

• 
iug, however, that this may not have been the fact, 

allo calculating upon every spot of grounu, even to 
the total absorption of pasturage, having been cul­
tivated by the present proprietors, it will only 

amount to about 340 biggahs il\ 1000; which, 

upon the avel'llge rent given ill the foregoing 
table, will make 858b rupees; which, added to the 

iOl'lner 252, will amount to 11l0~· rupees (1111. 
per annum), ~r 92~ per mensem; a very small in­
('Orne, indeed, for the support of a zemindar and 
his family, inu tl\e payment of the expenses neres­

sarily attendant upon his rank and station. 
Byt, besides that the above {:alc~lation is ohvi· 

ously an extreme a~d improbable on~ it is gene­
rally believed that a very great majority of the 
present landholdei'S.pay nu.mor~ than .700 J'Upe~ 

yearly to Government,-they consft(Juently have 
only 5St rupees for t~eir.income. out gf the l'e~ts 
collected upon the asse:sment; and if to this we 

K 
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a+t ill half the. amount, as a reasonable a!~ for 
tn...t'ree cultivation, their miserable pittance is Dot 

m~ than that?f the poorest class of ryots., Upon 
the wbole, then, Wf! may conclude that, with the 
utmost possible advantage that can be obtained 

{. 

under the present circumstances of the country, 
the great majority of landholders, as well as ryotSt 
can realize nothing more than a bare subsistence 

< 
u'Om their ground; and that, from the impoverish-
ed state of the cultivating classes in general, there 
is nn probability that their unassisted exertions 
will enable them to accumulate capital for the im­
provement of their stock, or for the encourage­
ment of new branches of industry. • 

Hitherto, the puverty of the cultivating classes, 

men who have both property and employment, has 
alone been ad\rertcd to; but the extreme misery 
to which the immense lDass of the unemployed 
population are reduced, would defy tile m.t able 
pen adequ~tel~ to describe, or the most fertile ima­
\pnation to conceive .• The ~xtremes to which 
they care drtven for subsjsten~ may be judged of 
from the following facts, which, it is to be presum­
ed, are well kno~n to. those ~Tho have resided for 

• & Acconling to Colebrooke, their incomes are tripled, and 

it{ some instances they are sa1d,to have been decupled; but' 
both cases must be exceedingl}:. rare, the conseqnence of 
smne extraordinary local cirr.umst.anee, 



any Io1tgperiod ill -India; ,but the IlUmber of belp-: 
Iess wretdt'ef who daily sink under the effects of 
misery and starvation, no attempt can be IVade to 

estimate. 

On many occasions of ceremony in the jamilles 
of wealthy individuals, it is customaty to distri­
bute alms' to the poor; sometimel four annas, 
(about thre~ pence,) and rarely more than eight 
annas each. '\Vhen such an occurrence is made 
known, the poor assemble in astonishing numhers, 
and the roads are covered with them from twenty 
to fifty miles in every direction. On their ap­
proaching the place of gift, no nbtice is taken of 
them, though 11alf famished and almost unable to 
stand, till towards the evening; when they are 
called into an enclosed space, and huddled together 
for the night tn such crowds, that, notwithstand­
ing their being in the open air, it is surprising how 
they etcap<.\ suffOCation. When the individual, 
who makes the donation, perceives that all the ap-. 
plicants are in the e~ndos~e, (by which prOC~8 hea 
guards against the possibility of any iDOr wretch 
receiving his bounty twice,) he begins to dispense 
his alms, either in t,lte night or .on the following 
morning, by taking tbe poor peopl~ one by one. 
from tbe place of theIr ~nfinement, and -drl.ving 
them off as SQOD. as they have received their pit­
tance. The number of people thus accumulated 

JC 2 
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generally am01Jnts to from twenty to fifty thou-
• sand; and frolll the distance they travel,' and the 
hardships they endu.re for so inconsiderable a 

( 

bounty, some idea may be formed of their desti· 
tute copdition. 

In the interior of Bengal, there is a class of in­
habitants wh~ live by catching fish in the ditches 
and rivulets; the men employing the!n~elves dur­
ing the whole day, and the women travelling to 
the nearest city, often a distance of 15 miles, to 
sell the produce. The rate at which these poor 
creatures perform their daily journey is almost jn­
credible, and the sum realized is so small as 
scarcely to afford them the necessades of life.- In 
short, throughout the whole provinces, the crowds 
of poor wretches who are destitute of the means of 
subsistence are beyond belief: on passing through 
the country, they are seen to pick the undigest­
ed grains of food from the dung ~~hants, 
horses, and ~amels; and if they can procure a 
iittle salt, large parties of them sally into the 
«. .: 

fields at nl~;ht, and devour the green blades. of 
corn ur rice, the instant they arc seen to shoot 

This source of" profit, insigni~('ant as it is, together 
I 

w~th that arising from ferries, di<l not escape the searching 
eye of ('70verument; and Re1;tyation 19. of 1816, and 6. of 

1819,Qrdained taKes upon each: these taxes, however, it has 

~incc been found expedient to repeal, ~s unproductive. 
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above the surface; such, indeed, is their wretch-
4 

edness, that they· envy the lot of the convicts 
working in chains upon the .roads, and have been 

t 
known to incur the danger of a crimi~al prosecu-
tion, in order to secure themselves from lfarving 
by the allowance made to those who are condemn­

ed to hard labour. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ON THE C;:-ENERAL CHARAcTER AND TE}{PEB 

OF THE NATIVES OF BRITISH .INDIA. 

" Dum alii quoquo modo audita pro compertilil habent, alii vera 
in contrarium vertunt. et gliscit utrumque posteritate." 

IT is a favourite maxim with a large class of 

politicians, and particularly with those connected 
with India, that what the sword '1as conquered, 
the sword must maintain. If this maxim be in­
tended to keep up the vigilance of the conqueror, 
until the conquered become recon~iJed to their 
change of condition, it is hardly necessary to in­
culcate it with the oracular solemnity..which some 
writers have ~one; since a conquest 'can only be 
\aid to be complete when opposition has entirely 

. {" ' \ 
ceased, anq.. the minds of the vanquished have 
been restored to their wonted tranquillity. But 
if, as seems to my the uun of fome late wri~rs on 
the affairs of India, it be meant that a nation 
wLich ,has been conquered by the sword, must 
ever be retained in its lillegiance by the same 

means, the maxim is equally false and pernicious. 
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It assumes the people to be consta,ntly in a state 
of revolt; it rejects all sympathy with them; and 
tacitly admitting that one .foreign government, . , 
however long established, can be entitled to no 
preference over any other that may endea¥our to 
supplant it, leaves the ·nation in dispute to be 
fought for, like the prey of wild beAsts, with the 
sole privile~e of being devoured hy the victor. 

The first object of a conqueror ought to be to 
conciliate the conquered, and to discover materials 

for his and their joint security against foreign ag­
t=rression. He should reflect, that the same prowess 

which put him in possession, lUU,," suffice to expel 
him, if superiot means of repelling an attack be 
not brought into motion. The very facility with 
which he made the acquisition becomes a prin-

• cipal canse of his insecurity; fi)r, whilst the value 
of the conquest continues to offer the same temp­
tation, the -means by which he achieved it are 

known to the world, and nre chcable of being 
accurately estimated in \he event of attack; s~ .. ~. . 
that he is liable at any time to he .assailed by 
superior forces when the spirit of the community 
over which he rule~ is not t\ken ,into the account; 
andt.hat spirit is a re~erve of strength, Or a SOU!~ 
of danger, according ~s·he succeeds in exciting 
their confidence, and uniting their interest with 
his own. 
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. The greater part of our Indian teITitory has 

now been under British sway for nearly a centmy, 
and our conquest may still, in the language of 
Burke~ be said to be as crude ;is it was the first 
day : w,e govern wi~hoEt S()~ety and without sym­
pathy of the na.tives; we have no more social 

habits with 61ecpeoplc than .. if we still resided in 

England; nor, indeed, any species of .. intercourse 

,with them, but that which is necessary to making 
a sudden forttmc with a view to a remote settle­
ment ;-yet at t.he Vl'escnt day, when so little has 

been done by us for India, orators in Leadenhall 
Street still speak of our h£'ing too prone to inno­
vation, and of our being mislf'd hy our hahits of 

judging the peoplt' by the scale of civilization to 
which we ourselves have advanced, 'Ve are too 
apt, it is said, to overlook the state' of com para­
tin' non-civilization to which the now enlightened 

English nation was itself reduced, Quring that 
eventful period of its history, when higotry, super­

!!tition, and pl'~judiec were its sad and sole charac­
teristICS, an1 to forget that 'our :emancipation fl'om 
the bonds of' darkness was e~, not by any 
suddcn 01' c()cl'civ~ I'C'f()Y.JnatioB.,hut by the gradual 
hand of time, ,~,hc unshackled reflections of rcason, 

ana the salutary influenc... ot" the great principles 
of truth, which have at. length placed us in a per­
manent and intpUectual superiority, But if therc 
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be any truth in this eulogium on our moral feeling 
and intellectual superiority, we have at least had 

ample time to impart a portion of the bent'fit of • them to the natives of our Indian empire. There 
i~ no reason why those who travel upon thEt road to 

civilization and knowledge should be compelled 

to follow, step by step. in the traok: 'bf those who 

first explored the way. To the latter, the rDute 
• 

was necessarily long and wearisome, from their ig-
norance of the tnle direction, and the want of any . 
guide to conduct their steps; but no sooner were 

they arrived at the summit of the ascent, than the 
('ollllnanding view which they ' r..btaint·d enabled 
1l1l'1ll to detect-the needless wanderings into which 

they had been seduced. and to point out. a plainer 

war to all succeeding travellers, free from the dif­
licultics and· dangers by which the first advcp­

tllrers had been embarrassed. This, however, it 

appears, is ~y no'means the process to be followed 
ill India; but the natives arc to be left almost . 
entirely to their unassisted energies, with little oP 

:. . " 

no, assistance from the superior knC\Wledgc and 
experience possessed by those who assume the 

office of their prote,.tors. 
There are men who seem to irnatine that such 

of their fellow-creatures !is have the misfortune" to 
differ from t~m in c~mplexion arc, like horses 

and dogs, incapable of imparting to otht'rs any 
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pgrtion 'of the. -individual training bestowed, upon 
them by their masters. " In speaking of the, Hin­
doos," says Mr. Rickerds, " something mysteriotu 
is aJ.w~ys fancied to belong to them, as if they were 
not composed of flesh and blood, nor'- had passions , 
and desires as the rest of the human species." 
Undoubtedly: if; the present generation of civilized 
man were to rest content with centinuing their , 
race, and furnishing their children with nothing 
but food and raiment, Europe would in no very 
long pf'riod become as barbarous, not only as the 
rude paits of Hindostan, but as the most savage 
regions of Africa '; but this at once we pronounce 
impossible, from the tendency, whith is the pecu­
liar characteristic of the human mind, to advance 
in wisdom and intelligence. Yet this impossi­
bility we do our utmost to render 'not only pos­
sible, but almost inevitable, in Hindostan, hy sys­
tematically denying to the natives in,general all 

access to useful instruction, and repressing all 
tlttempts to i~prove th,em. by' stigmatizing such 
cond~ct as (langerous to the stability of our poli­
tical rule. The argument against the diffusion ()f 
knowledge amon~ thco' lower ..classes, though it 
assumes in 11lI.iia the political type which is pe­
culiar to that Govemmoot, 'is, in fact, the same 

• throughout the worId,-that education is unneces-
sary' to those who, &om their poverty, are destined 
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to Jabour fur their subsistence: as if the desire to 
improve our coDdiMon were not, uDder all circum. 
stances; die stimulus to OW'. exertions; and as if 
the degNe of natural intelligence with whkh an 
individual Was' endowed, were Dot as SUlIOO~tible of 
being improved to his advantage, as his manual 
dexterity or muscular, strength. A~ however, a 
great portion of the wealthy, froro indolence as 

• 
well as from jealousy, are more anxious to mai,». 
tain theil' position by repressing the energies of 
others than by exerting their own, they are almost 
unanimous in the apprehensions they entertain of 
the fcarful effect of that buoyanf:y which would 
be evinced, if genius and industry werl', under all 
circumstances, assured of a fair field in the general 
competition for the good things of this life. Hence 
the sneers so assiduously thr9wn out against.what 
is termed the march of intellect in Europe, an"d 
the rancour "with 'which all extended endeavours to 

improve the moral condition of the subject millions 
of our Indian provinces, are lTlet by those whose' 

:. .. 
vested interests are, However erron~usly" CQIl-

ceived to be endangered by such a measure. If 
an adherent of the.Compa.y be asked what 00-• 
jection there is to granting the Hindeos the bene6t 
of education, with a ·vie'i" to their participatmg 
in those civil rights which are at present exclu­
sively in the hands ofEuropeau8, he I'eplie8. 'That 
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Uley are not y~ in a state to enable them to pro­
fit by such a boon ;' and thus, the effect being taken 
for the cause, misgo~rnment is to be continued, 

I . 

because it has been found to produce injurious 
conseqy.e~ces. So in the queries cmru.lated to the 
judicial authorities of Bombay in 1822, relatively 
to the estabUshment of trial by jury·, one Judge 
has so little reliance on the probity or inde~ndent 
spirit of the natives, that he thinks' they would 
seldom, if ever, act in opposition to what they 
conrpived to be the wish, or even opinion, of the 
judge. Another speaks of the acknowledged want 
of integrity in thp native character, which, accord­
ing to him, is so great, that natives will not place 
confidence in each other in pun~hayets, or arbitra­
tions of a civil nature; or, if they do, they seldom 
f~l to repent it: and others are decidedly against 
the plan, as foreign to the habits of the people, 
and inconsistent with their p6litic~l situation. 
And thus it is, that by continually reasoning in 
"ll circle, the ignorance, wretchedness, and vice of 
the riatives pre ever destined io endure, because a 
hundred years of British protection and govern~ 
ment have failed,in producing,Flny thing else. 

Probably UJere is uo region in the world in 

A regulation for trial by a JUry of Da.tives has, however. 
been p;!'sl.'cd by the Madras Government. 
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which the inhabitants are so entirely what their 
religion and civil government have made them. as 
the' Hindoos. With SOllle ~lasses of Christians. 
auricular confession is supposed to be sufficient to 
keep the minds of men in f;ubjection to a vigilant 
priesthood; and in China, a regulated ty:tem of 
precedence and individual autholiity secures the 
outward submission of all; but with th~ Hindoo, 

• 
the constant interference of the injunctions of his 
religion in every action of his life, is calculated to 
repress both his mental and physical exertions, 
and to reduce him to the condition of a mere liv­
ing machine. From this state of torpor he call 

only be awakewed by being urought into collision 
with men of more active propensiti('8, and of a 
higher order of intellect. To civilise him, we must 
first teach hitb to feel his wantRJ and to be s~llsible 
of his natural strength. A' l~'ople like the Hi"n­
doos, might/or ever, as they have already done 
tur ages, continue to look upon themselves as a 

favoured race in the system of l)rovidence, if not 
roused by the exarhple· or greater h~pincs1 and 
enjoyment in other states of existence: but it 
would be contrary to the leharacter which human 

• nature everywhere exhibits, to Sup].lose that if the 
effect of useful kno~lcdge, aided by moral and 
upright CQpduct, were fairly placed before tllelO', 
they would fail to inspire a feeling of emulation, 



aJ1d.' f1lD earnest desire for instruction;, 01' toat 
their absurd superstitions would not gradually 
wear away under svch cir<-umstances. Witltbut , 
tbis opportunity being afforded them, however, it 
is no le1strnfair to speculate upon their character, 
than to estimate the strength of a man whilst 
bound and }c:t.uied with chains. 

,Those who endeavour to open the, eyes of the 
people of England, as to the true situation of their 
feUow-creatures in India, labour under considerable 
di<;advantages from the immense extent of coun­
try, and the great variety of human character to 
which their speclllations relate, n~ less than from 
the want of that intercourse Witil the natives 
which alone could enable them to form a correct 
etlumate of their peculiar qualities. It falls to the 
lot of very few Europ~ans during ththr sojourn in 
India, to see any very considerable portion of the 
country subject to British rule;, "and ",..of the few 
who have seen much, but a small number possess 
thle talent to observe, or the inclination to record 
their fobserv~tions. Mo~t of diose who are much 
engaged in tlll:: interior are men of business, who 
cannot, indeed, o~en cOlllmand,.suflicient leisure to 
accumulate ffl4\ts .and inferences relating to any 
thing beyond the line of theit own immediate DC-) 

cupation; whilst the compttratively idle men, who 
abound in the three great resorts of adventurers -of 
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!dl descriptions-Calcutta, l\f adrlts, and Bombay_ 
are too apt to· imagine that the specimens of the 
native population whicll they.there meet with. are 

• common to the whole of India. Yet, when we 

consider that the Bengal Presidency alone ~ near­
ly equal in size to France and Switzerla~d taken 

together, we shall cease to wonder Wutt so few are 
competent to pronounce upon even that portion of 

• 
om empire, still less that scarcely any remark.s 

can apply, with equal accuracy, to the whole of 
the extensive regions of which it is composefl. 

Of the public servants of the three Presidencieli~ 

probahly those of Madras have Ute most general 
knowledge of rile country in which they act. 
The fact, of the direction of all the great rivers of 
that part of India lying across the principal lines 

uf communication fro~ the r..apital to the interio~, 
alld consequently affording little or no conveni­

ence to travfijllers; is Javourable' to the incidental 
acquisition of topographical and statistical know­
ledge ; whereas the. long ,and comp"aratively nar'" 
row tract of the Bengal presidency, ,being -tra­
versed from one extremity to the other by the 
noble rivers· Ganges .and JUJDna, :vith their innu· 
merable tributary streams, the prinlJipal commu-. , 

nicati;ns are by water; a mode of travelling of all 
others the least favoura~e for acquiring It know­
ledge of the country which is traversed. Such, 
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indeed. are the conveniences afforded by th~s, mode 
of- conveyance, that travellerj) avoid. even the 
smallest land jour~ys, and shutting themselves 

I 

up in their accommodation-boats, which are fre-
qucntll as large and commoQious as private dwell­
ings, t~ey continue their cu:;;tornary occupatiolls, 

without pa)"l.n~ more attention to external objects 
than during an ordinary sea voyage. On this ac­

count, principally, the gentlemen who' have resided 
in Bengal, independently of the great number who 
nf'VG quit Calcutta, are generally less acquainted 
,with the state of the country, and the character 

of its inhabitant's, from personal observation, than 
those of either of the other Presid~ncies. 

Probably the most comprehensive description 
of' lIilldostan is to he met with in Sultan Baber's 
Memoirs. It is as lilllow!o :-" Hiudostall is a 
, 4< 

country that has fhv pleasures to recoll1mend it: 
the people are not handsome; tbey JlUve no idea 
of the charms of friendly society, of frankly mix-

"'ing together; 01' of' familiar intercourse. They 
hav~ no gCJlius, no co[~prl'herision of mind, no po­
litencl!Is of mauner, no kindness or fellow-feeling, 
no ingenuity or !nechllnical i-Q.vcntion in planning 
or executing. their handicraft works, no skill or 
knowledgc in design OJf, ar~hitecture; they have 
nu good horses, no good t\esh, no grapes or musk 
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melons, no good fruits, no ice or (nld water, no 
good food or bread in their bttzars, 'bO baths or 
colleges, DO candles, no torch~, not a candl~tick !" 
In this spirited and faithful sketch, so cha't'acteris· 
tic of the habits of thought and observ,tion of 
the distingmshed writer, it is remark~ble, that • 
there is DOt a word either of the itJ~rior personal 
strength of .the Hindoos, their inhospitality t and 

Baber appears to have introdu~ed grapes and mJons 
into Hindostan, and from the following p;ssag-e ii ' ~ight be 
illfcrred that the date was not unknown there. "They say 
that the date alone, of !til the vegetable kingdom, resembles 
,he animal kingdom in two lesppets: tli'e one is, that whrrt' 
you rut off the hiad of an animal it perishcs; and if you 
(ul off the top of the date-tree it withers aud dies: the 
other is, that as no animal bears Without eOllcour"e with th!' 
male; in like n~allner, if yOIl do not hrillg a hranch of the 
male date-tree alld sha. it OVSf the f(,lllale, it, hP'tlrs.~o 

fnll!''' The introduction of the' male date.trc'e illto Hindo­
stan (the female alOI~ existing' there at preRent), would be R 

f,.'Teat boon bestowed upon the inhabitants; no less, pfobl!.­
Lly, than that of potatoes, for which they ,rre understood tn 
he indebted to thpir inl:ercol!rs .. with Europe. The fJ¥etifi­
cation of the date-tree, however, is a matter jlf some diffi­
culty, where the male tree~ do exi~t. At the Isle of France, 
native Arabs are emplo~ed for thltt purpose. 

t The rude atate of th~ law at the pe~iod,eferred to, oX; it 
might perhaps be more c(;8"rectly said, the non-existence of 

, any laws, in the modern 'acieptation of the term, may be 

thought to account for the omission of litigiousness as one of 
the characteristics of a Hindoo; but there is reallon to be­

l. 
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litigiOUlDel8, or · their want of. couage,--topiea 
upon which modem writers are 'so ·,prone ,to , ex. 

patiat( . 
. .. . , The muscular $trength of the Hindoos," says 
Mr. M:ttl,· on-the authority ·o'various :writers, "i. 
small.; .f!v.enless,. ~ccordillg . to. Mr.· Orme, than the 
appearance of '/;hclr bodies, though · eltpressive of 
weakn~, would lead the spectator 1i9 infer ~ and 
this is in some measure attributed to the siro • • 
plicity and lightness of their food. But if this 
observation may be considered applicable to the 
.Bengalese, and to the inhabitants of the Carnatic, 
what shall we say of the tribes under the govern. 
ment of the Polygars of the South;' or of those in 
the interior of India, from the table-land of the 
Mysore to the provinces of Bundlecund and Raj. 
pootll'llah; or to the inhabitants liVing on the 
banks of the Ganges. from its confluence with the 
Soane and Gogra, up to Hurdwar? • countries in 
which the hu~an form attains a degree of perfec­
'tion. and strength, and, statur~, probably not sur­
passed by ,'iny people in 'Europe. The idea, in-

lieve that the !urt:el1d kutc .... ·rec.. or p.,hlic audience of jU8tioe~ 
in which the sO(·eieign and his 8uo\Joruiuate governors Were 
accessible to all, received all pt't.itions, and enquired into 

• • I 

them upon the spot, was in USf long before the introdu'ction 
of'the law of the Koran in 1 ndia. ' 

Hi!t. Oflildia, p. 31 I. 
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deed. that vegetable food, aecompanied: ~by absti­
ncoce from fermented drink~ prev~tlts the increase 

of bodily strength! is a mti'e prejudice j. and 
without enquiring· by what subtle chemistry ~ 
nourishment we take-,is converted inro blO6ld and 
m~scle, it ;is" sufficient to advert to the copdition 
of some of the larger qlladl'upeds, ana to instance 

the elephant. the camel, the horse, and~ ox, in 
pro~f of the attainment of muscular strength. and 
a capacity for enduring fatigue, without the use 
of animal food. The ohservation of Forster on 

the robust activity of the people of Khorasan and 
Afghanistan, also quoted by Mr. Mill, in a note 
upon a passage* in which the assumed corporeal 
weakness of the Hindoos is in some measure at­
tributed to the climate, is, indeed, directly to this 
point; and a ~eferenee to the pages of Herodtltus. 
where the discipline of the ancient Persians is de­
scribed. would. show that a light and simple diet 
was in olden time common in nations most cele-. 
brated for their strength an1 prowess. Nay ITfC. 
at the present day. the condition of th, Irish and 
Scotch, and many of the English peasantry. toge­

ther with that of lar~e mass~ of t!te population of 
the South of Europe. \vho seldom knctw what it is 

• to obtain a meal of. ani&al food, would afford 
;:fal'ther proof, if l'equir:d, to ~staWiBh the same 
POint. 

L2 
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'''~ith' respect, too, to the litigiousness of the 
Hindoos, it blay be observed,' that, the minute 
legisllij:ion which thex- system displays, by render_ 
irtg almost every' act of their life a religions ob­
ligatioTt. puts it in the power of every individual 
to sUpJlOrt himself by a reference to authority; 
and by enlis\i~ his conscience on every occasion, 
gives all air of fanatical obstinacy to ~ll their dis­
putes. It is this circumstance.that makes the 

, Hindoo so tenacious of his rights in the first in-
3tam:t!; whilst the general wretchedness of the 
people contributes to encoura'ge that disposition j 

-men will ever cling with the most clamorolls 
obstinacy to any support which 'they think. es­
sential to their existence; and to the miserable 
and impoverished, cvcry encroachment, however 

• 
'sJ.IIal~ seems to threaten destruction. This prin-
ciple, whilst it accounts for the litigious subtlety 
of the "wildest of the Irish,'" unites with the 
former in the. case of the Hindoos of the present 
"day j than whom a mczre wr~tched and oppressed 
race is pr~)ably not to flEo' found on the face of 
the earth. 

In like ma~nr.r, t~ extrel"1ely artificial nature 
of their sociAl system has l'endered the Hindoos ... 
obnoxious to several o~her 'reproaches, which [he 
impressions of the mo~ent, rather than calm" 



THE NATIVES OF BRITISH INDIA. 149 

observation, has induced some writers to vent 
against them. The laws of Menu appear to have 
considered the whole frame,of society sim;ly as 
an aggregate of family circles, the extent of whiGh 
was accurately ascertained by the ties of consan~ 

• • guinity" It was inc'O.mbent upon each" head of a 
. ' famlly to· attend to every call fo. stlpport made 

by nny of his kindred, and as long as un indivi· 
dual remai~ed with his blood relations, he shared 
their last mouthful of subsistence. "rhen, how· 
('vcr, a Hindoo wandered from his home, and 
happened to be redwccd to distress, the same ar­
rangement which had secured him from want, 
now prevented-his receiving assistance from stran­
gel's; he was looked upon as an outcast---as a 
man who had no connexi()ll~ nor claims upon so­
ciety ; Of. wh~t was worse, lJe might have forieited 

• them by misconduct. To him the feast of nature 
was litcrally~ full: and those sitting at the table 
were only astonished that he should endeavour to 
intrude himself amongst them; wnilst, too, the,. ., . 
were already crowded pernaps beyond their com­

I 
pctence, in addition to the alms wbich they were 
expected to bestow.upon a .avenous priesthood . . .. 

The last charge, however, the "".t of personal 
courage. is of a gra.~er 1J)ature than any of the 
others; and as a belief tn its truth is calculated to 
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-aCt'injuriously upon the Hne of, poticy ado;ted. ~ 
'Our Government, it may Bothe improper 'w," 
'Vef;tig,t\te it mO'l'e mhmtely. ' 

The foundation of this charge is doubtless the 
apparcpt ease with which Hindosttin 'has 80 'fre­
quently been subdued; but when we enquire inti) 

r 

the circnmstaDot-"es attending its snbjugation by the 
Arab, or Saracen, and Tartar bordes, we find that 

( 

the success of those invaders depended upon very 
different, and, indeed, opposite"principles, from 
those of all subsequent assailants. In the army 
of Mamhoud, numbers and p~lysical strength were 

aided by religious enthusiasm; and the inhabitants 
of Hindostan were too much divided amongst 
themselves, to be able to collect so large an army 
as that by which they were invaded; composed, 
I!.~ it, was, of a hardy race of men 'inured to COD­

quest, rapid in their movements, and cruel, even 
to extermination, when obstinately resisted. Such 
a description of warriors, continually recruiWd 
'from their native hordes, were f.., adequate to 

• t, 

the conque~t of any conntry; and without any im-
peachment of ,:;he natural courage of the HindOO8, 
it is not surprisillg tlMt they.felt before the same 
union of fantfticlsm and martial ardour, which 'the 

• greater 'part of the cirilized world was at tbst. 
period unable to tesist. ' 

Still the efforts of the Hindoos to 'make head 
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against MohaQlmed.an oppressionwqe highly cre­
ditable ,w.-tbem ; Q,Qd it was not till the Affghan in­
vasionJ about two hundred Y<ia~ after the first at­
tack. that the followers of the Prophet m,ay te said 
to have gained a -peIpllUlent footing in Hindostan. 
From that Period the main struggle seem: rather 
to have been amongst the Mohruv-medans them­

selves, than between the Mohammedans and Hin-
• 

dODS; though tb~ latter we always find maintain-
ing their independence in Rajpootanah. and in the 
strong country towards the centre of India, and . 

occasionally taking advantage of existing commo­
tions to enlarge their territory. Ultimately, how­
ever, the Hindf)08, after a rl'sistance of more than 
five centuries in duration, appear to have been 
completely overwhelmed. The Mohammedans, by 
degrees, formed a consideralJle portion of tile P?-

o 
pulation of the country; and, as a tIibe addicted 
almost excll\sivel~ to the use of arms, and united 
by one common feeling of religious enthusiasm, 
they were amply sufficient to keep the rest of the 
community in subj~ctioh, ~hen depressed an! im-• poverished by continued exaction. and arbitrary 
treatment. MohalPmedan. dynasties were esta­
blished in variQus patts of the co~nt1J', and foreign 
invaders, ,in additio': to. the superior discipline 
which their annies DO\v began to displaYf·wwe 
alwaY;8..~rtain of a ,c~ party in the.ir in-
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tere.t, though always disposed temake· C8DimOil 
cause against the Hindoos upon 'any serious alarm 
of their encreasing. strength. Nor were these ' • 
alarDls unfrequent. The exploits of the Mahrat-
tas, in their unequal struggle with the -Moguls, • • 
w hen the 'power of the latter was at its height, 

I 

were sufficietlt lQ keep the whole force of the em-
pire in check. And subsequently, the, invasion of 
the Affghans (or Durannies) is a.wne supposed to 
have prevented the Mussulmansfrom being en-

. tirely driven out of Hindostan. In our own 
times, too, the saIDe Hindoo power was so formi­
dable as to induce the Government of Madras to 
evade the performance of their treaty with Hy­
der in 1769, and to expose their ally to destruc­
tion rather than provoke its hostility; the Bengal 
goycl'llment, in 1765"having set theru the exam-

• 
pIe, by reinstating the Nabob of Oude in his ter-
ritories, in order that they might be qtade a bar­
rier to pl'otect the dominions of the Company 
kom the encr~aclunents of those active and enter­
prisi~g fl·eetr'0tcrs. 

But the asaaults of European powers were 
conducted upon totally differfnt principles from • 
those of the iiMohammedan ~nquerors of India. 
Instead of numbers and 6Up6nor ferocity, we see 
nothing but discipline anll intellectual power­
the arts of military combination, and attack .anc:l 
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defeace,· Win :those alone · which enabled so smrill 
a .number of individuals to achieve such mighty 
triumphs. The · Hindoos, a~customed to ~he do­
minion of their haughty liege lords, the Mohamme­
dans, were struck with surprise on seeing the ap-

• • • 
parent ease-with wt.ich the latter were discoID-

• 
fited; and they were therefore .isposed to pay 
the greater. respect to the heroic strangers: but 
to argue then~,<that they were totally deficient 
in natural courage, is to commit a mistake that 
may eventually lead to the most disastrous con­

sequences. When the wonderful exploits of Pe­
checo were yet fresh in the mem6ry of the Portu­

gnese, one of their leaders, the Marshal Don Fer­
nando Cotigno, who, in conjunction with Alphonso 

Albuquerque, conducted the expedition against 

Calicut, made so lightly of the clJterpl'ise, tll£lt 
he advanced to the assault without armour, and 

witli no otller weapon than his walking-cane: 
when, his conduct, no doubt, influencing that of 
his soldiers, being attacked with sJ;irit by the nUL 

tives, he was cOI~pl{'fely' defeated-~is litc~ and 

that of many of his men becoming forfeit to his 
temerity, and the {emailld«l' of his troops bdng 

• 
alone extricated b)' the able coniuct of Albu-
querque, . who was tim~elf wounded in the en­
gagement. The militL-y history of India is full 

of such,examples. 



. 
. '. ,.,€ourage. though undoubtedly ~ble !JS 
cans~rable modification by the- dfect of piiitical 
institutions, or even rlocal peculiarities, is, Jet ,in 

I 

some form or other common to e~ery nation: ad 
climate; but it is the business of the philPSOpher . - , 
to unfold and discriminate (ne various modes in 
which it is manifested. On close investigation it 
might be found, that, like the outward expnession . 
of grief in many countries, it depled upon cer. 
tain forms and precepts, of an -tintiquity too Te. 

'mote to admit of sati::sfactory 4 elucidation. No­
thing can be so singular, aDd indeed re\'olting 
to the feelings of a man of refinement, as the 
apparently conventional mode in which it is ellS­

tOlnary with many nations, and particularly in 
Asia, to lament the decease of the nearest and 
de~re~t relations; anQ although a knowledge of 

• ancient history ought to have prepared the mind 
of a well-educatcd European fof. thi~ and many 
other peculiarities, yet such is the irresistible torce 
of national prepossessions, that many are led to 

infer • an alVlOst total absence~uf the kindly af. 
fections amol1§l1t a people .0 ,cbacacterised; ~. 
getting, that to this #Jlery ~ple our manners; . 
tmder similar circumstances, l!tust bear an equaU,. 
singular appearance. Tae ~ghtest degree of· re­
flection, indeed, is sufticien\ to convince us tha.t 
snch, an opinion is a gross libel upon human ~ 
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ture; .' 8ltd·' that,. ·whatever may be the methods 
taken to e¥pre88 . their feelings, . t.he ties of love 

and affection, when torn 8~nder. occasion sensa-
• tions or as much tenderness, and pangs as acute, 

in the breast of the untutored savage, as in that 
of civilized °tuan. That the case is in sOm: degree 

, . 
the same with natural courage. $here are many 
reasons for. believing, when we compare' this fa­
culty as it is ~ced by different nations, or hy 

individuals of the same nation, under ditrel'tmt 
circumstances. \Vhatever may be the varieties' 
of temperament, ali, when the proper chord is 
touched, evince the same emotirm, the same in­
hel'ent spirit, llnd the same temporary disregard 
of personal ease and security. 

It is not, then, the actual possessi9n of courage, 
but the peculiar mallifestatipn of it, which ~istia­
guishes one state of society from another. W{th 
the Hindoos. it p!rtakes of those restrictions with 
which their religious· system seems to overlay all 
their natural powers; and in highly-civilized 1if •• 
it is under the strict te~lation of reflecti~l and • the sentiment of hOD our. In both.cases, however, 
it acknowledges in. reality.an artificial standard; 
and instances of in!repidity. whichatre to be met 
with in savage lifa.· oocasionally surpass tbem 
both. As a natural characteristic. it is alone ca.­
pable {)f being' rendered of service !o the state by 
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discipline; which is. in fact, to cour.,wbU civil 
Government is to liberty-it is an ~niOQ of the 
coura~e of the whol~ body with the least poeaible 
sacrifice of ·the courage of the individual-the, 
active intrepidity of the individual is repreBsed, in . , . 
ordet to secure the greatest pbsaihle effect from . a 

• combination "'Of .. that of the whole. Though its 

theory is essentially defensive, it is capable of any 
impulse of attack-it pushes fol1lf1"d' and dilates 

'1" ~::.. 

itself, where opposition has beeD: overcome, but 
. rallies and coller:ts its might when actually a..,. 
sailed-it provokes attack io' the first instance, 
and, having repelled it, explodes, as it were, and 
completely overwhelms its adversa'>'ies. It is its 
defensive quality which emmres its tliumph over 
unregulated courage, however heroic: for con­
rapP -. is that faculty .of mind, which prompts to 
deeds of hazard, under the probability that suc­
cess will crown its exertions; ail' beyond this is 
self·devotion-an act which is very rarely called 

t&r under the' most exalted patriotism. Disci­
pline: however, by hol~in'g oht little chance of • success to its ~s5ailants, appears to demand no· 
thing short of self-de'\lj()tion toroppose it effectual .. 

I 

" Fortitudo est virtus periculaJusta contemnens-muni­
mentum humanre imbecilitatfs. inhpugDabile: quod qui 
circumdedit sibi, wcurus in hoc vitre obeidione perdurat. 
1Jtitur e/lirn suis viribuII, suis telis,"-Seneca Eplllt. 
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Iy; and:henoo,lif not always lfreststibl€ in attack. 
it is ever) formidable in defence~ Instances of 
masses precipitating themse~ves upon almost cel'-

• tain destruction, in order to overwhelm, rather 
than conqu~r their adversaries, might easill be se­
lected, even in modem times-In the attack of the 
Bastille, and also of the entr~n(jhr1lcnts' of Je­
mappe, it may be said of the dcfendel's, as it was . . 
of the three ~red Fabii.* they were slain, '110t 

, < 

overcome ;-whilst, on the other hand, the resist-
ance of the French when the Russians attempted . 
to retake their posi~ion at 13ol'Odino, and of the 
English squares at \\Taterloo. an! instances of the' 
triumphs of defensive discipline, undcr the most 
trying circumstanceI'. But still, discipline, like 
other institutions of ci\·ilized life, appears, to the 
intrepid but uninstructed b~rlJarian, to par~e of -. 
pusillanimity; nor can he without difficulty per-

suade himself, tHat men of any real spirit could 
be hrought to submit to such restraints. Ac­
kno~edging no other test of power than strengtA 

• • 
and intrepidity. wlien they contemplate thei' ene­

I 
lIlies as men differing in little or. nothing. as to 
natural appearance,. from ihernselves. they consi-

"IdeO llemo trecentl¥ l<abios "ietos dicit. sed Ot'Ci~08, 
Et Regulus captus est I PreTiis, llon victus: et quisqui. 

" 

aliul 811!~eDtHl fortuDee vi ac pondere opprt!Ssus, nOll sub.., 

mit~t animum."-Seneca. 


