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in preference to the ryots, was, that the Govern-
ment itself stood in the position of a zemindar in
respect to its salt as well as to its opium monopo-
lies ; and whilst in this capacity it reserved to itself
the right to alter the tenure of the ryot, in the
Salt Mehals, &c. it could not With any consistency
consider the pmprietary‘right to be Vested in any
but the zemindars.

Notwithstanding, therefore, the concurrence of
all parties in the necessity for protecting the
ryots, the latter were placed in subordination to
the zemindars, with no other stipulation in their
favour, in the act of permanent *settlement, than
an article, * declaring that it was “a duty at all
times indispensably required from the proprietors
of land to conduct themselves with good faith and
moderation fowards their dependant talookdars
and ryots, and that Government reserved to itself
the powero enact, whenever deemed proper to do
so, such regulations as might be thought neccssary
for the protection gnd welfare of the dependant
talookdars, ryots, and other cultivators of the
soil.” Regulations to this effect were indeed sub-
sequently framed, and there is Jittle doubt that if
the same coolness of judgment andpstrict imparti-
ality which had so much ,influence in enactingthe

Colebrook’s Supplement, p. 358.
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permancnt settlement, had superintended * its
operations for two or three years, it would, in
spite of the disadvantages under which it labour-
ed, have answered every reasonable expectation ;
but the¢ departure of Lord Cornwallis to Europe
so soon after the gréat change had been effected,
left the new ‘system in the hands of some of its
bitterest enemies, and the want oi" cordial co-
operation on the part of the civil functionaries, by
which the mecasure had all along been impeded,
qurickly cnsuied its virtual abrogation. Accord-

Mr. Tucker, however, scems to be of a different opinion.
Not only does he think that the several Governors of India
were peculiarly snited to the partiruIantimcs and circum-
stances in which they happen to have heen placed, but in
the ardour of his optimism he asserts that Lord Teignmouth
followed in the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor, and
with gerupulous good faith gave «ffect to plaus which, as a
member of Lord Cornwallis’s Government, he had felt it his
duty to oppose.  This is the first time, perhaps, that the indi-
vidual by whom,a plan was to be carried into cffect, has
tern 1l1ought peculiarly suited to_that task by lus personal
hostility to the measure, W lm.tevcr*may have been the
good faith of Lord Teignmouth, whether to his own or to
his predecessor’s opuon, certain it is, that the regulation

which drove the ryots into the civil courts to ascertain their

LE

r:stc of lease, ded royed the very corncr-stone of that fabric
whn h Lord Coinwallis had heen so intent upon rearing.—

Tucker's Review, &c. p. 216.—See also Fifth Report,
p. +86-7, )
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ingly, we find that a regulation (8 of 1763), which
directed that landholders should prepare forms of
pottahs, or leases, for the cellector’s approbation,
and tender such pottahs to their tenants, on pain
of being fined if they neglected to do so, was sus-
pended in the following year in a great number of
zillahs, and it was then"declared that the approba-
tion of the collector extended only to the form

of pottahs,  any dispute regarding the rate being
referred to the civil courts.” Here, then, we have
at once the true cause of the vast accumulation of
law-suits in the several courts: the pottahs, which
the ryots had been taught to*expect, were so
nmuch waste-paper, until their terms had been set-
tled by an appeal to law ; and as it is probable
that it did not happen in above one instance in
ten that both partics agrecd upon the subject,
almost the whole agricultural population were ac-
tually compelled to appeal to the courts. Mr.
Mill, in his History of British Indig, attributes the
accumulation of updecided cases in a great med-
sure to the mischievous prejudices of lawyers,
““ one of the most remarkable of which is that of
rendering judicial proceédings intricate by the
multiplication of technical forms,#&c. ;" and cer-

Regulations 2 and 4, of 1794,
+ History of British India, p. 283. et seq.
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tainly the description of the forms and delays, in-
cluding repeated translations of law-papers, given
by Mr. Shore in his.first minute * (already re-
ferred to), is sufficiently formidable. The 5th Re-
port, indeed, expressly informs us, that the judicial
rules upon which those still in use in Bengal are
founded, « had the advanfage of being framed by
professional talents ;” but this the historian seems
to think is per se anything but a recommendation.
The habits, ideas, and associations of professional
men. are so inseparably connected with precedent
and authority, that they are seldom well qualified
for striking out-new paths in legislation: blind-
ed, like horses in a mill, they are ‘apt to imagine
that they are making great strides in advance,
when they have only been travelling in the old
beaten track of the little circle to which they have
so long been yoked. On this subject, however,
the historian appears to be somewhat at variance
with himself; for he informs us that *“there was in
India nothing which in reality deserved the name
of law,” forgetting what'hé had-just said of the
perverse ingenuity of lawyers, and that he had
shortly before told his readers, that “justice had
always been diﬂril'mted in the method of simple
and‘rational enquiry” among the people of Hin-

'Fifth Report, Appendix, p. 190.
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dostan. We have the authority of the 5th Re-
port for the fact of: the people of India having been
governed by a system in which they apparently
acquiesced with cheerfulness, and that the cus-
toms of the Hindoo and Mohammedan lagv were
known, if not to all the Kuropean Judges and
Magistrates, certainly to the native®law and mi-
nisterial olﬁt;‘ers, whose services, we are told, were
common to all the English courts, district as well
as city : the Mohammedan laws with respect to
Mussulmen, and the Hindoo with respect to Hin-
doos, being considered the general rules by which
the Judges were to form their declsions in all civil
suits, and the ‘Mohammedan law of the Koran,
as explained by the commentators, the general
rule for criminal justice; with such alterations
and modifications of its sanguinary punishments
and mutilations, as the milder spirit of British
criminal jilstice dictated. With regard, however,
to the principles on which English practice was
engrafted upon Indian Ipw, and particularly to'
the introduction of paid advocates ® (vakeels), it

Lord Cornwallis is not responsible for the introduction
of vakeels into Indian Courts of Justiee, as might be infer-
red from the passage of Mr. Mill’s history tere advertéd to;
his Lordship found them already established there by the
regulations of 1781, and all he did was to reform the abuses
connected with their practice and appointments.
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is impossible not to agree with the historian in his
general view of the law, not indeed in India only,
but even in the mother country.

The absurdities by which English law still con-
tinues to be encumbered, arose in the course of
ages out of peculiar states of society, and are re-
tained apparéntly from no other motive than the
instinctive horror of innovation, which the timid
of all persuasions are too prone to entertain.
The structure of society has undergone many and
great changes, but the common law is still “ in
the rearward of the fashion,” and retains its anti-
quated costume, as if unconscious of the ridicule
with which it is covered. It evinces, however, a
constant endeavour to reconcile new feelings and
new circumstances to its own preconceived no-
tions ; and thus. by a sparing adofnion of such
modern improvements as bear a strained resem-
blance to ancient practice, it has become a thing
of threads and patches,* utterly incomprehensible
to opdinary men. Authority -and precedent are
its avowed foundation ; and its professed aim is to
furnish a plain and certain rule for the guidance
and protection of all. "Yet new decisions of indi-

Questi sono, (says Beccara,) gli espedienti delle nazioni
deboli, le leggi delle quali non sono che istantanee riparazioni
di un edificio ruinoso, che crolla da ogni parte.
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vidual Judges, grounded upon fanciful analogies
to some former case, are constantly erected into
maxims of law, and an adherence to remote
sources of authority, in opposition to the plain
standard of reason and common sense, ipvolves
every fresh question in inextricable confusion.
Thus, whilst the stabilit}y of the law 5 relied upon
in theory, its uncertainty is notorious and appa-
rently inevitable in practice ; and decisions, in fact,
depend more upon the personal character of the
Judge, than upon any fixed or ascertained princi-
ples.  Under the hollow pretence, indeed, of shield-
ing us from the tyranny or corruptton of judges, by
referring every ‘thing to precedent, it, in reality,
creates the worst of tyrannics,—a varying and un-
certain law ; and it sets, as it were, a premium
upon the ingenuity of lawyers, to reconcile present
circumstances with past decisions. Thus it fur-
nishes a coastant’bar to its own improvement, by
discarding every thing that has not some previous
sanction in its favour, u{thaut adverting to, the*
circumscribed staie of knowledge and expenence
at the period when that sanction was pronounced ;
and it has a tendegcy to encoupage litigation by
holding out almost as fair a prospecy of success to
the wicked as to the”innpcent. What is termed
common law, is, in fact, to be found only in reports
of cases and in the dicta of judges, forming toge-
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ther an immense heterogeneous mass, which, on
the one hand, may be made to assume any form by
means of what is technically called a fiction, and
from which, on the other, the ingenuity of a prac-
tised lawyer can extract authority for almost any
doctrine however absurd. Right and wrong, in
short, beconfe in a great measure subordinate con-
siderations ; the sole question is, not what is just,
but what is law ; and that law is to ‘e found not
in any written enactment, but in the ever-varying
apinion of presiding judges.

To fix this wavering mass, to give firmness and
consistency to the loose elements of the soil, is in-
deed a great desideratum, not only in India, but in
England also. All writers are agreed, that since
the adoption of the Code Napoleon, the number of
lawsuits for real property (precisely that depart-
ment in which English law displays the greatest
number of subtilties) has been greatly reduced in
France. Indeed, the mcre compression of exist-
ing law-: into a small compass, is of itself a henefit
conferied upon the communlt} 3 it not only brings
the law within the comprehension of all, but it
confines the subject-matter of future comment, and
restrains the guthority of the judge within its just
bounds—those of a faithful interpretation of the
laws. For the framing and institution of such a
code in India, an excellent opportunity was un-
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doubtedly lost when the reforms of 1793 were car-
ried into effect. The submissive character of the
Hindoos, their acknowledged hereditary prostra-
tion, and their habits of looking up to their rulers
as to their father, and, under Providence, thgir God
upon earth,—were no less favourable to the calm
and dispassionate investi;mtiun which’such a mea-
surc would have demanded, than to the superin-
tendence of its operation in the hands of the most
considerate and well-informed. servants of the
Company. We are told, indecd, that it was ne-
cessary to respect the prejudices of the natives, and
to adhere as much as possible td their laws and
customs, in framiing a'system of Government for
our eastern possessions ; but a very slight inspec-
tion of the regulations, which have been passed
under this solemn injunction, will convince any
man, that the only prejudices which have been re-
spected, are certain cruel and disgusting obser-
vances of their religion ; which, in their operation,
are rather calculated to assist,* than to impede

* See, amongst other instances, regulation 4, of 1806, for
the care with which the most cruel and ahominable supersti-
tions practised at the Temple of .hjggerr:ant have been sanc-
tioned and organized with a view to the pecuniary "profit
which they yield to our Ghnistian Government, The n#m-
ber of lives annually supposed b be sacrified in consequence
of the Juggernaut pilgrimage, is too great to mention; the
surrounding country is literally whitened with human bones,
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the fiscal views of Government ; and that, in other
respects, very little- attention has been paid to the
feelings or opinions of the people. We found the
inhabitants of India, it is true, immersed in the
most pyofound ignorance, and a prey to the most
ahsurd and revolting superstition ; but security of
property, and redress of grievances, are substantial
benefits, which address themselves tot the business
and bosoms of men of every intellect, and of all
persuasions ; and certainly, the conduct of the
pevple of Bengal, in appealing to our law courts,
did not evince any slowness to avail themselves of
the protection which was offered to them, even
by the very incomplete reforms ‘effected at the
period now referred to. This conduct, as the
Government justly observes, indicated a change of
circumstances which ought to be Yeceived with
satisfaction, inasmuch as it evinced the protection
intended to be afforded by an equal adeainistration
of justice, to. be real and efficient ; and showed
'that,_ the care and attgntion, which its directors
with so much solicitude had urged the Govern-
ment to observe for preventing the oppressions
formerly practised by the ost powerful land-
hqlders, had fot been exuted in vain; and that
in the success of those mertwna a foundation had
been laid for the happiness of the great body of
the people, and in the increase of population, agri-
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culture, and -commerce, for the general prosperity
of the country.* - But the Government, with
singular inconsistency, instead of acknowledging
the confidence thus shown in the uprightness of
their intentions by redoubling their efforts to ad-
minister strict and impartial justice to all parties,
iirst did all in their power to promdte litigation,
and then loaded the redress of gricvances with
such heavy duties, as amounted to a denial of it
altogether to the great majority of suitors. If the
liberal and enlightened observation just cited, had
been followed up by an increase in the number of
courts, or by the appointment of* commissioners,
with power to stttle all disputes arising out of the
new order of things, upon the known and recogniz-
ed principles of equity to the parties, it cannot be
doubted that the rage for litigation would quickly
have subsided, and that the permanent settlement
would hava realiZed the most favourable expecta-
tions, without that revolution in property, and
those appalling scenes of dlstress, with wlnch its'
operation has been accompamed On the contrary.
however, in less than a month after passing a re-
gulation for the relief of the @eminglars, another was
published for re-enacting the payment of the in-
stitution fee, abolished” in ;1793, and for establish-
ing fees on exhibits, “ so as to render the proceed-
Revenue Letter 515t October, 1799,
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irigs costly to the party east or. nen-suited; without
(At is said) discouraging recourse-to them:where the
eause of action might-be well founded.” -The pre.
amble states that * in’ consequence of there being
no expense in the first instance, and but a mwo-
derate and limited one ultimately, many ground-
less and litigious suits and complaints have been
instituted against individuals, and the trials .of
others have been protracted, &c., {vhereby. the
judges have been prevented from determining
causes with that expedition which is essential for
deterring individuals from instituting vexatious
claims, or refusing to satisfy just demands, &ec.;
and that the establishing of fees' on the institu-
tion-and trial of suits, and on petitions presented
to the court, being considered to be the best mode
of putting a stop to this abuse of the ready means
now afforded to individuals of availing themselves
of the exercise of the laws, without ~obstructing
the, bringing forward of just claims; the following
‘rules are enacted, &c.” The imposition of this ex-
pense, it is, stated in the 5th Report, was expect _
ed to repress litigation in future; but wiih respect
to the large accumulation of causes alseady on the
judge’s file, ghey were got rid of by an.ex-post
Jdcto law, which directed that the fees required to
be paid on the institution of suits hereafter (10th
April 1795) “shall be paid, under the like riles
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and -exceptions, in all suits or appesls now depend.-
ing in the zillah, or city courts, &c. &c. which
may have beén instituted subsequent to the 1st
May 1798, unless adjusted by the parties’; and
such suits, unless withdrawn, or the fees are paid
within one month, to be dismissed.” In thus en-
deavouring to repress litigation, however, most of
the fees were carried to the account of Govern-
ment, and their amount, no doubt, suggested the
expediency of turning what was now considered a
national characteristic, to the advantage of the
state, by farther impositions; accordingly a regu-
lation to this effect was passed ir 1797. But in
thus converting ¢the views of their subjects into a
species of traffic, the Indian Government seems to
have been aware that some apology was due ; and
on that accouflt the abolition of the police tax is
made in some measure the excuse for increasing
the fees on «the Institution and trials of suits, and
for establishing a stamp duty won law papers.
*“ Difficulties, (it is Satd in the preamble to the re-s
gulation in quest‘mn, 6th’ of 1797) havigg beer ex-
perienced in determining what persons were liable
to be" charged with the polide tax, and frauds and
exactions having in consequence begn committed
by the assessors and cbllegtors, to the vexation®f
the contributors as well as to the diminution of the
produce of ‘the tax, the Vice-President in Council
12
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has therefore resolved to abolish. this tax's and
with a view farther to discourage the preferring
of litigious complaints, and the filing of superflu-
ous exhibits, and the summoning unnecessary wit-
nesses qn the trial of suits, and also to provide for
the deficiency which will be occasioned in the
public revenu®e by the abolition of the police tax,
as well as to add to the public resources withcut
burthening individuals, he has resolvf;d,” &ec. &,
Passing over the singular manner in which the
discouragement of litigious complaints is jointed
with the abolition of a totally distinct tax, ac-
knpwledged to bt nearly unproductive, it may be
observed that as the fees and stamps were here
made payable alike by those who might prefer
just complaints, as by those who might be termed
litigious, it is difficult to understand how such a
tax could be considered as not burthening indivi-
duals. On the contrary, no tax' burtkens indivi-
duals so much as’a tax upon law proceedings, to

which no pu-son resorts but in asserting or de-
fending a right, of which he is, or is threatened to
be, unjusily deprived. A police tax, on the con~
trary, being nothing more than e general contri-
bution for a gommon benefit, is, ¥nder equitable
regulations, an impositign every way unobjection-
able, and by municipal arrangements ight cer-
tainly be collected and disburded, not only to the
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advantege of the state, but to the great comfort
and security of the public.

The -difficulty of keeping pace with the de-
1nanﬁs for redress, does not appear. to have been
sensibly diminished by the abovementiongd regn-
lations : on the contrary, their tendency being to
cncourage injustice by hopes of itnpunity, the
natural consequences ought to have been rather
an increase than a diminution of suits at law ;
but it was not till the year 1803, that the proper
remedy was applied, by adding to the number of
judges throughout the provinces, and enlarging
the jurisdiction of the native esmmissioners or
munsiffs. This remedy, however, was applied on
so small a scale as to be totally inadequate to the
end proposed ; and the usual consolation for such
a failure was'again sought in an augtuentation of
the revenue, by means of farther stamp duties.
Accordingly, Refulation 1st of 1814, and others
which followed after a short interval, increasetthe
rate of stamp duties, and extend the use of stamp
paper so greatly, that svithout them po. comPlaint
can be filed, no grievance taken cognizance of 3*

Harrington's Analysis, vol. i. p. 162, appareatly cites
this regulation as first iatroducing the use of stamps § for
raising a revenue;” but the,pleamble above quoted from Re-
gulation 6th, 1797, shows the principle to have been avowed
on that occasion.
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on-the .contrary, if any witor"negiectv to provide
himself with the necessary stamps, -and- present
documents written on common paper, he is sen-
tenced to a fine of twenty times the value of the
stamp pmitted, and a rejection of his complaint
until the fine be paid and the prescribed stamps
supplied.

- ‘Meantime, however, the power ﬁf distraint
had been greatly increased by Regulatmn 7th of
1799, by which it was declared that under-
tenants of every description were to be considered
defaulters for any arrears of rent withheld beyond
the day on which the same might have been pay-
able; and liable to immediate distress, if all such
arrears were not paid on demand. A commission
of one anna in the rupee on the ainount of sales of
property sold was also authorized to‘be charged to
the account of the defaulters, in addition to the
other expenses attending the attachmgent. The
power of the collector was also stremgthened by
his bung allowed to Jmprison defaulting land-
holdérs, ang to charge ‘interest for the amount of
the monthly instalment remaining undischarged,
at the rate of one perecent. pey mensem, from the
date ‘at whick the arrear became due, without
weiting for authority frqm the Board of Revenue
so to do, unless he think proper to apply for
special instructions. He was authorized and di-
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rected, however, 10"suspend the exercise of these
powers. in -cases of drought, inundation, or other
calamity of the season, and.where the .defaulter
was entirely blameless, reporting circumstasces to
the Board of Revenue. But whether from the.
Board having condemned this indulgence where
shown, or froma the natural inclinatién of men in
official stations to exceed the bounds of their au-
thority, the Ccollectors did, notwithstanding, attach
and distrain to such an extent as to call for the
interference of Government * to prohibit their
doing so, during the three first months of the
year, whilst the landholders and farmers were ad-
justing their settlements with the ryots. By the
regulation here referred to, however, it was direct-
ed that, in order to limit the division of property,
when an estafe was attached, the whole of it, and
not a part, was to he sold ; the surplus produce of
such sale, after discharging the amount of arrears,
interest, and fines, to be given to the propriétor,
unless otherwise 3peua£i ly directed. ‘It was mores
over ordained, that ‘whenever the collegtor tkouﬂkt
the revenue was wilfully withheld, or the arrear
ascribable to meglegt, misnsanaggment, or miscon-
duct, the Board might impose an additional penal-
ty of one per cent. pcr grensem, to be i)aldﬁ'om
the time when the arrears became due till dis-
Reg. 1. of 1801.
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charged, or till the farm .or ‘estote wad aftached,
together with distress and. sale of personal'proper-
ty where accounts were not forthcoming. - If; how-
ever, the proprietor at any time antecedent £ the
sale, delivers in his account, the sale is not to take
place ; but instead thereof, as a punishment to the
defaulter for* his withholding his accounts, the
Governor General may impose such fines as he
may judge proper, in addition to the former.

Here then may be said to have terminated the
long struggle between the zemindars and “the
ryots on the one hand, aud the Government
and the zemindars on the other. At first the
zemindars were relieved from the liability -to
imprisonment, and other arbitrary “punishments
for non-payment of their revenue; but portions
of their estates were ordered to be “sold to make
good * their defalcations; when, however, they
complained of this, the power bﬁ risonment
was restored, and their personah property, as
aell as their whole estates, rendered liable to
sale.' In like manner, t‘he‘-rydts were apparently
secured in the possession of their ground, by the
zemindars being dircoted to grant them pottahs
or leases, andethey were encouraged to appeal to
thé# law when oppressed by their landlord :—their
availing themselves of this privilege, however, oc-
casioned the imposition of law taxes, the restora-
tion of the power of distraint and imprisonment,
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formerly. held over them by the wemindars, and
eventually the establishment of stamp duties, to
such extent and amount asalmost to constitute a
total denial of redress under any grievances they
might suffer.

- There can be no doubt, however, that the per-
manent settlement, though ruinous to the greater
part of the.old zemindars, has greatly contributed
to extend cultivation ; and that the present ze-
mindars, as a body, and indeed with exception of
those whose waste land estates are now in fact
under sequestration, are in a very prosperous con-
ditton. This circumstance, indeed, is so well
known that, as before remarked, it has excited
what was tetmed by Mr. Shore, the cupidity of
Government,” to demand a portion of the excess.
It must not,” however, be supposed, because some
individuals have prospcred greatly under the new
order of things,’ that, therefore, the land tax is
moderate ; for as yet the scanty and penurious hus-
bandry of the country has experieﬁced no general
improvement. The advantages refegred to”have
been mostly confined to those estates which con-
tained a large portipn of umcultjvated land, or the
boundaries of which had been bu# loosely ascer-
tained, or in which ‘t}:eo cultivation had been ‘Tm-
proved by the uriexpected demand for more valu-
able produce. In all thes¢ instances it is proba-
ble that a rise of rents was accomplished without
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-aich difficulty ; but the number of cases in poing,.
i which any great degree of improversent was at
teaded with an augmentation-of the zemindary"
incarné, must have borpe-but an incomsiderable
proportion.to the general mass. It may be observ.
ed, too, that in addition to the slowness:and un-
certainty of seturns from the cultivation of waste
lands in general, the appropriation of pasture land
is attended with a diminution of app;n-ent profity”
by the increased expense and difficulty of sub-
sisting the cattle used for agricultural purposes,
particularly during that period of the year when
the crop is on the ground. But even were the
fact otherwise, were it certain tha¢ every zemin-
dar had doubled his income by the improvements
effected on his estate, how unworthy it is of the
character of a great Government to éndeavour, by
every means in its power, to deprive its subjects
of their hard-earned profits, because aftgr so many
years of risk and labour those profits turn out to
be greater than could have been expected, under
so. sévere an assessment. ' How muth more wise,
as well as humane, it would be to rejoice. in the
unexpected prosperity of the country, to encourage
acewmulation, .an& with it, increased activity. .of’
trate, and a sincere at{achinent to. the Govern~
ment which secured te theln the enjoyment of se
many blessings! Instead of this, however, the
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natives are -contisually alarmed by imquisitions,
actual ‘or threatewed; into the validity of- their
titles, .and correct measurement of their estates;
and swarms of canongoes, or native revenie sur-
veyors, are spread over the surface of the country,
ostensibly for the protection of the ryots, but in
reality for the purpose of discovering and report-
ing unassessed land. These men, who are virtu-
ally released from responsibility, partly by their own
obscurity, but chiefly by the small number and inac.
cessibility of the English functionaries under whom
they act, extort money almost at will from the indi-
viduals with whose lands they hawve any concerns,
and by indulgeaces to one, or menaces to another,
afflict the uuhappy people with endless vexations.
In order more clearly to point out the condi-
tion of the ryots, the following table of the pro-
duce of one biggah, about % of an English acre, .
together with tHe usual rent according to the
annual settlement, and expenses of cultivation, is
here inserted. A comparison with the estimate
given by Colebrooke, ‘(Husbandry qf Berfgal,)
will show that, whatever may be the case with
other classes, the sifuation d' th(; ryot has not im-
proved.. All the articles here insested, with the
exception, perhaps, of pgddy, are susceptible®of
great increase; and some garden-lands, particu-
larly in the vicinity of large towns, produce five
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iﬂamn ten times as much ; but taldng a larg:
€xtent of country, the average is not greater thay
what is here given: this point, however, is pot of
such Smportance regarding, the whole calculation,
from the small proportion of land appropriated to
the sort of produce in question, one tenth of the
whole cultivated surface being considered much
more than its utmost extent.

A SE— mr ma—— —

Expense of F ‘ ';

g :,::'g;’g::i; Rent ] ‘Tatal vra:i::]ll:dmnlm':!
Deseription of Prodace. u:ﬁ'g,“::éh nt. . ?me.] et

Hioning.

T Rps. ﬁns-T{;a_mn. Rps. Ans| Rps [Hps. Aoy
Paddy{mﬁl‘“d 3 1:1 8| 4 9| 8i8 7
New Laud | 8 0{o0 12| 38 12 713 4

Sugar Cane 10 415 0115 4(20!41¢
Tobaceo 9125 0] 14 12| 20 I ]
Ginger 9 415 0|14 420|512
tCotton 6 4:5 011 4] 18 | 6 12
Onions 10 475 015 422612
Potatoes 61215 001112016 4 4
Garlic 10 4! 5 0115 420 413
Curry, Herbs, &c. 61214 0flg012116! 5 4
Jute 2122 8|77 411|312
Hemp 41214 0 8121145 4
'Turmeric ; 71204 0112175 4
dMustard 41213 0f 712|124 4
Mulkerry 512 8! 8 4 (12| 3 12
Pulse, of sorts 5 4 I 2 8} 712|118 4
Wheat 3122 8| 8 4184 1g
Barley 5 82 8! B 01214 0o
weumbers f 9%215 6114102116 4

i

€

M, then, we suppose g fatm to consist of about
25 biggahs, or 84 English acres, which is as much
a8 one man and his family can manage, the culti-



OF HINDOSTAN. 125

vator’s surplus; at the above average, will be about
123 rupees for the garden land, and 74} for the
rice land, making altogether.87 rupees, or 8/ 7s.
+ per annum, or 7 rupees 4 annas for the manthly
subsistence of himself and family.

The following is a statement of the expense of
* living for a family of five persons, ot the lowest
scale consistent with bare subsistence :

Rice four-fifths of a seer, about 131bs. for each per- e
son, at 30 seers per rupee - - 4 0
Pulse, one pice, (less than a halfpenny} per diem
each - - - - 2 54
Salt and Condiments ditto (sn.lt at & maunds per
rupee - - - - - 1 23
Oil, two chittacks (about 20z.) at 10 rupees per
maund - - - - - 0 15
Total 8 7}

To this must be added something for clothing,
scanty as it s, beSides occasional expenses for re-
pairs of hut, fees, &c. Charity should also enter
into the account, but as thls is generally hestowed»
im the form of v1ctuals, it is difficult to pstl,ma!e its
exact value; as, however, it actually diminishes
the above allowance, and that in no inconsiderable
degree, it should not be lost sight ofdn forming an
opinion of the conditiof of,the people. The itent of
charity, indeed, is much’larger than can readily be
conceived by those who are unacquainted with the



196 CONDITION OF -THE PEOPLE

" habits-of an Indian community. ' The class. of
people living entirely upon alms, whether’ given
from motives of supesstition, or from mere compas.
sion, is exceedingly great. 'Crowds of sturdy beg-
gars, generally of a religious caste, parade the
country, and extort a plentiful subsistence, more
from the united effect of fear and superstition, than
from any other feeling of the mhahltants E#ery
village, also, has its separate band “of religious:
mendicants, who make their rounds every day, de-
- manding a handful of rice from each householder ;
and if to thesc we add the really destitute ohjects,
who from diseas¢ or infirmity have a claim upon
the compassion of their more fortunate brethren,
we shall have a mass of charitable demands, from
which the almost unhoused Hindoo has no refuge
but Ly granting a portions of his ‘scanty meal,
almost equal to the poor’s rate in England, bur-
thensome as that is acknowledged to be.
” The only methods which the poor hushandman
Ras of eking out his niserablg existence, are by
disposing ofithe produce of such fruit trees as may
" be upon his farm, or by keeping cows and selling
their produce ; o, lastly, by endeavouring to raise
a second crop &f some kind i in the intervals of the
usual harvests. But fmm all these sources of
prnﬁt so much must be deducted for interest of
money, or encroachment upon other branches of his
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industry, that little or no henefit can be expected
from them, in the present state of the country.
Thus . the produce of trees may be valuable in
many cases, but they are prejudicial to the growth
of other articles, and the ground they cover forms
a serious deduction from the quantity of land cul-
tivated : some indeed are attended with loss, un-
less more care is taken to strengthen the soil, than
a poor ryot ¢an afford ; of this kind are plaintains,
which, in addition to the usual fallow of one-
fourth, or even one-third of the lands yearly, ex-
haust the soil in three or four years, and render it
uscless for a period much more than equal to the
advantage to be derived from their culture. In
like manner the profits of the dairy are realized at
the expense of that share of the produce consum-
ed by the cattle, together with the additional
trouble, whatever it may be, of watching and
milking them. dn circumstances so straitened,
even the smallest itemn becomes of importance, and
the miserable hut in which the culfivator resideg
must be considered’ as dithinishing, pro tant®, the
quantity of his productive land.

If by the above table we .endeavmlr to ascertain
the present sntuatlon of the zemmda.rs, the follow-
ing will be the calculttiop, assuming that t,hein-
Crease of rept since the’permanent settlement has
not much exceeded the propomonate increase in
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the cultivation of the more valuable articles of
produce, which is generally supposed to be the fact,
The zemindar's share of the rent of the 25 biggahs,
above mentioned, would be only 6 rupees 5 annas
per anpum ; but supposing him to possess 1000
biggahs or about 854 acres, his income would he
2521 rupeesrand the amount of land revenue paid
by him to Government 22723 rupees. But to his
income must be added the profit arisi'ng from any
uncultivated or unassessed land, which happened to
be npon his estate at the period of the settlement,
and from which he has since been able to raise a
rent by bringing it under tillage. The gquantity of
land exempted from taxation (rent free), and that
which was appropriated to pasturage taken toge-
ther, was calculated by Mr.J. Grant* at no less than
two-fifths of the whole surface in 1786, whilst the
land in cultivation was but one-half that amount
or one-fifth of the whole; and.as,Colebrooke
(Husbandry &c.) apparently estimates the rent of
free lands as in the proportion of 3 to 4 to_the
wast® land, Ve have upon’ these data the average
quantity of recluimable land in each estate equal
to something more then one-phird of the whole.
But as it wgas clearly the interest of the land-

L}
See the Analysis already referred to, in the Appendix,
5th Report.
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holder to. cultivate as much of his-ground as pos-
sible during the several settlements which were
made immediately . previous ¢o, and which formed
the basis of, the permanent settlement in 1798,
(since he paid rent for the whole,) it is regsonable
to suppose that a considerable portion of it was
rendered productive during the seved years which
clapsed hetween the periods referred to. Allow-
ing, howeve.r, that this may not have been the fact,
and caleulating upon every spot of ground, even to
the total absorption of pasturage, having been cul-
tivated by the present proprietors, it will only
amount to about 340 biggahs in 1000; which,
upon the average rent given in the foregoing
table, will make 858 rupees; which, added to the
former 252, will amount to 11104 rupees (1112
per annun), 8r 92} per mensem; a very smail in-
come, indeed, for the support of a zemindar and
his family, gnd tBe payment of the expenses neces-
sarily attendant upon his rank and station.

But, besides that the above calculation is ohvis
ously an extreme and improbable ong, it is genc-
rally believed that a very great majority of the
present landholders, pay nosmore than 500 rupees
yearly to Government,—they consequently have
only 554 rupees for their,income, out of the reits
collected upon the asseSsment; and if to this we

K
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add * half the amount, as a reasonable average for
tnx-free cultivation, their miserable pittance is not
more than that of the poorest class of ryots.. Upon
the wfxole, then, we may conclude that, with the
utmost possible advantage that can be obtained
under the present circumstances of the country,
the great majority of landholders, as well as ryots,
can realize nothing more than a bare subsistence
from their ground ; and that, from the impoverish-
ed state of the cultivating classes in general, there
is no probability that their unassisted exertions
will enable them to accumulate capital for the im-
provement of their stock, or for the encourage-
ment of new branches of industry.*

Hitherto, the poverty of the cultivating classes,
men who have both property and employment, has
alone been adverted to; but the extreme misery
to which the immense mass of the unemployed
population are reduced, would défy the mast able
pen adequately to describe, or the most fertile ima-
'gmatmn to conccive. The extremes to which
they are drjven for subsistence may be judged of
from the following facts, which, it is to be presum-
ed, are well known tosthose who have resided for

& According 0 Colebrooke, their incomes are tripled, and
iif some instances they are sald go have been decupled ; but
both cases must be exceedingly rare, the consequence of
some extraordinary local cirrumstance,
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any long period in India; but the sumber of help-
less wretehies who daily sink under the effects of
misery and starvation, no atsempt can be gade to
estimate.

On many occasions of ceremony in the families
of wealthy individuals, it is customary to distri-
bute alms to the poor; sometime$ four ammas,
(about three peuce,) and rarely more than eight
annas each. When such an occurrence is made
known, the poor assemble in astonishing numbers,
and the roads are covered with them from twenty
to fifty miles in every direction. On their ap-
proaching the place of gift, no nbtice is taken of
them, though Malf famished and almost unable to
stand, till towards the evening; when they are
called into an enclosed space, and huddled together
for the night ™ such crowds, that, notwithstand-
ing their being in the open air, it is surprising how
they escape, suffocation. When the individual,
who makes the donation, perceives that all the ap-
plicants are in the enclosure, (by which process he*
guards against the possﬂnhty of any goor wretch
receiving his bounty twice,) he begins to dispense
his alms, either in the night or on the following
morning, by taking the poor peopla one by one,
from the place of thelr confinement, and driving
them off as soon as they have received their pit-
tance. The number of people thus accumulated

K 2
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generally amounts to from twenty to fifty thou.
'sand; and from the distance they travel, and the
hardships they endure for so inconsiderable a
bounty, some idea may be formed of their desti-
tute copdition.

In the interior of Bengal, there is a class of in-
habitants who live by catching fish in the ditches
and rivulets ; the men employing themselves dur-
ing the whole day, and the women travelling to
the nearest city, often a distance of 15 miles, to
sell the produce. The rate at which these poor
creatures perform their daily journey is almost in-
credible, and the sum realized is so small as
scarcely to afford them the necessaries of life.* In
short, throughout the whole provinces, the crowds
of poor wretches who are destitute of the means of
subsistence are beyond belief: on passing through
the country, they are seen to pick the undigest-
ed grains of food from the dung of '.h;bhants,
horses, and camels; and if they can procure a
dittle salt, 131.‘ge parties of them sally into the
fields at njght, and devour the green blades. of
corn or rice, the instant they arc seen to shoot

This source of* profit, insigni({cant as it is, together
with that arising from ferries, did not escape the searching
eye of Government; and Refrylation 19. of 1816, and 6. of
1819, ordained taxes upon each : these taxes, however, it has
since been found expedient to repeal, as unproductive.
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above the surface; such, indeed, is their wretch-
edness, that they- envy the lot of the convicts
working in chains upon the wroads, and hav‘e been
known to incur the danger of a criminal prosecu-
tion, in order to secure themselves from garving
by the allowance made to those who are condemn-
ed to hard lahour.
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CHAPTER IV

ON THE GENERAL CHARACTER AND TEMPER
OF THE NATIVES OF BRITISH JINDIA.

¢¢ Dum alii quoquo modo audita pro compertis habent, alii vera
in contrarium vertunt, et gliscit utrumque posteritate.”

IT is a favourite maxim with a large class of
politicians, and Pparticularly with those connected
with India, that what the sword *has conguered,
the sword must maintain. If this maxim be in-
tended to keep up the vigilance of the conqueror,
until the conquered become reconciled to their
change of condition, it is hardly necessary to in-
culcate it with the oracular solemnity swhich some
writers have done ; since a conquest -can only be
%aid to be complete when opposition has entirely
cea.sed ang. the mmds of the vanquished have
been restored to their wonted tranquillity. But
if, as seems to be the uim of yome late writers on
the affairs of India, it be meant that a nation
which has been conqucred‘ by the sword, must
ever be retained in its éllegiance by the same
means, the maxim is equally false and pernicious.
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It assumes the people to be constantly in a state
of revolt ; it rejects all sympathy with them ; and
tacitly admitting that one .foreign goverpment,
however long established, can be entitled to no
preference over any other that may endeayour to
supplant it, leaves the mation in dispute to be
fought for, like the prey of wild belsts, with the
sole privilege of being devoured by the victor.

The first object of a conqueror ought to be to
conciliate the conquered, and to discover materials
for his and their joint security against foreign ag-
gression. He should reflect, that the same prowess
which put him in possession, may suffice to expel
him, if superiot means of repelling an attack be
not brought into motion. The very facility with
which he made the acquisition becomes a prin-
cipal cause 0? his insecurity ; for, whilst the value
of the conquest continues to offer the same temp-
tation, the smeans by which he achieved it are
known to the world, and are capable of being
accurately estimated m the event of attack 5 s8
that he is liable at any time to he.awaded by
superior forces when the spirit of the community
over which he rulesis not thken.into the account ;
and that spirit is a regerve of strength, or a source
of danger, according gs*he succeeds in exciting
their confidence, and uniting their interest with
his own.
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~The greater part of our Indian territory has
now been under British sway for nearly a century,
and our conquest may still, in the language of
Burke, be said to be as crude as it was the first
day : we govern without society and without sym-
pathy of the natives; we have no more social
habits with thecpeople than.if we still resided in
England : wor, indeed, any species of intercourse
_with them, but that which is necessary to making
a sudden fortune with a view to a remote settle-
ment :—yet at the present day, when so little has
been done by us for India, orators in Leadenhall
Street still speak of our being too prone to inno-
vation, and of our being wmisled by our habits of
judging the people by the scale of civilization to
which we ourselves have advanced. We are too
apt, it is said, to overlook the state of compara-
tive non-civilization to which the now enlightened
English nation was itself reduced, during that
eventiul period of its history, when bigotry, super-
stition, and préjudicc were its sad and sole charac-
teristics, ang to forget that our ‘cinancipation from
the bonds of darkness was effected, not by any
sudden or cocreive refosmation,gbut by the gradual
hand of time, ¢he unshackled reflections of reason,
and the salutary influence of the great principles
of truth, which have at length placed us in a per-
manent and intellectual superiority. But if therc
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be any truth in this eulogium on our moral feeling
and intellectual superiority, we have at least had
ample time to impart a postion of the be;reﬁt of
them to the natives of our Indian empire. There
is no reason why those who travel upon thqmad to
civilization and knowledge should be compelled
to follow, step by step, in the track ®f those who
first explore.d the way. To the latter, the route
was necessarily long and wearisome, from their ig-
norance of the true direction, and the want of any
guide to conduct their steps; but no sooner were
they arrived at the summit of the ascent, than the
commanding view which they "dbtained cnabled
them to detect the needless wanderings into which
they had been seduced. and to point out a plainer
way to all succeeding travellers, free from the dif-
ficulties and®dangers by which the first advep-
turers had been embarrassed. This, however, it
appears, is by no’means the process to be followed
in India; but the natives are to be left almost
entirely to their unass;stcd energles, with little of
vo, assistance from thé bupermr knqwledge and
experience possessed by those who assume the
office of their protegtors.

There are men who seein to imagine that such
of their fellow-creatures ss have the misfortune.to
differ from them in cc')mplexiun are, like horses
and dogs, incapable of imparting to others any
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partion of the -individual training bestowed upon
them by their masters. * In speaking of the Hin.
doos,” says Mr. Rickards, “ something mysterious
is always fancied to belong to them, as if they were
not composed of flesh and blood, nor-had passions
and desires as the rest of the human species.”
Undoubtedlyt if the present generation of civilized
man were to rest content with continuing their
race, and furnishing their children with nothing
but food and raiment, Europe would in no very
long period become as barbarous, not only as the
rude parts of Hindostan, but as the most savage
regions of Africa’ but this at once we pronounce
impossible, from the tendency, whith is the pecu-
liar characteristic of the human mind, to advance
in wisdom and intelligence. Yet this impossi-
bility we do our utmost to render not only pos-
sihle, but almost inevitable, in Hindostan, by sys-
tematically denying to the natives in,general all
access to uqeful instruction, and repressing all
&ttempts to 1mprove them, by stigmatizing such
conduct as (langerous to the stabilnty of our poli-
tical rule. The argument against the diffusion of
knowledge among ther lower (classes, though it
assumes in India the pohtmal type which is pe-
cufiar to that Government, s, in fact, the same
throughout the world,—that educatjon is unneces-
sary to those who, from their poverty, are destined
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to labour far their subsistence : as if the desire to
improve our condition were not, under all circum-
stances; ¢he stimulus to our,exertions; and as if
the degree of natural intelligence with which an
individual was endowed, were not as smsoeguble of
being improved to his advantage, as his manual
dexterity or muscular strength. As however, a
great portmn of the wealthy, from indolence as
well as from jealousy, are more anxious to main.
tain their position by repressing the energies of
others than by exerting their own, they are almost
unanimous in the apprehensions they entertain of
the fearful effect of that buoyaney which would
be evinced, if genius and industry were, under all
circumstances, assured of a fair field in the general
competition for the good things of this life. Hence
the sneers so assiduously thrown out against.what
is termed the march of intellect in Europe, and
the rancour with ‘which all extended endeavours te
improve the moral condition of the subject millions
of our Indian provinces, are met by those whose
vested interests are, However erronqously,,’cm—
ceived to be endangered by such a measure. If
an adherent of the,Compamy be asked what ob-
jection there is to granting the Hindeos the benefit
of education, with a viev to their participating
in those civil rights which are at present exclu-
sively in the hands of Europeans, he replies, ‘ That
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they are not yet in a state to enable them to pro.
fit by such a boon ;* and thus, the effect being taken
for t.hf': cause, misgovernment is to be continued,
because it has been found to produce injurious
conseqyences. So in the queries ciréulated to the
judicial authoritics of Bombay in 1822, relatively
to the establishment of trial by jury*, one Judge
has so little reliance on the probity or independent
spirit of the natives, that he thinks they would
seldom, if ever, act in opposition to what they
" conceived to be the wish, or even opinion, of the
judge. Another speaks of the acknowledged want
of integrity in the native character, which, accord-
ing to him, is so great, that natives will not place
confidence in each other in punchayets, or arbitra-
tions of a civil nature ; or, if they do, they seldom
fail te repent it: and others are decidedly against
the plan, as foreign to the habits of the people,
and inconsistent with their politicg]l situation.
And thus it is, that by continually reasoning in
« circle, the ignorance, wretchedness, and vice of
the natives are ever destined to endure, because a
hundred years of British protection and govern-
ment have failed in producing any thing else.
Probably there is no region in the world in

A regulation for trial by a jury of natives has, however,
been paswed by the Madras Government.
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which the inhabitants are so entirely what their
religion and civil government have made them, as
the- Hindoos. With some ¢lasses of Christians.,
auricular confession is supposed to be sufficlent to
keep the minds of men in subjection to a .vigilant.
priesthood ; and in China, a regulated gystem of
precedence and individual authosity secures the
outward submission of all ; but with the Hindoo,
the constant interference of the injunctions of his
religion in every action of his life, is calculated to
repress both his mental and physical exertions,
and to reduce him to the condition of a mere liv-
ing machine. From this state of torpor he can
only be awakemed by being brought into collision
with men of more active propensitics, and of a
higher order of intellect. To civilise him, we must
first teach hith to feel his wants, and to be squsible
of his natural strength. A plenple like the Hin-
doos, might for ever, as they have already done
for ages, continue to look upon themselves as a
{avoured race in the system of Providence, if not
roused by the exariple: of greater ha'ppincsg and
cnjoyment in other states of existence: but it
would be contrary fo the chara(.ter which human
nature everywhere exhibits, to qup],yne that. if the
effect of useful knowledge, aided by moral and
upright conduct, were Tairly placed before thern,
they would fail to imspire a feeling of emulation,
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and-an earnest desire for instruction; or tha
their absurd superstitions would not gradually
wear away under such circumstances. Without
this opportunity being afforded them, however, it
is no legssgmfair to speculate upon their character,
than to estimate the strength of a man whilst
bound and ldaded with chains.

. Those who endeavour to open the eyes of the
people of England, as to the true situation of their
fellow-creatures in India, labour under considerable

'disadvantages from the immense extent of coun-
try, and the great variety of human character to
which their speculations relate, no less than from
the want of that intercourse with the natives
which alone could enable them to form a correct
estimate of their peculiar qualities. It falls to the
lot of very few Kuropeans during théir sojourn in
India, to see any very considerable portion of the
country subject to British rule; "andof the few
who have seen much, but a smsall number possess
the talent to observe, or the inclination to record
their ‘observations. Most ¢f those who are much
engaged in the interior are men of business, who
cannot, indeed, oﬁlen camnmand, sufficient leisure to
accumulate fagts .and inferences relating to any
thing beyond the line of their own immediate oc-,
cupation ; whilst the comparatively idle men, who
abound in the three great resorts of adventurers of
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all descriptions—Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay—
are too apt to imagine that the specimens of the
native population which they .there meet thh, are
common to the whole of India. Yet, when we
consider that the Bengal Presidency alone i3 near-
ly equal in size to France and Switzerlahd takes
together, we shall cease to wonder shat so few are
competent to pronounce upon even that portion of
our empire, still less that scarcely any remarks
can apply, with equal accuracy, to the whole of
the extensive regions of which it is composed.
Of the public servants of the three Presidencies,
probably those of Madras have tite most general
knowledge of the country in which they act.
The fact, of the direction of all the great rivers of
that part of India lying across the principal lines
of communication from the capital to the interior,
and consequently affording little or no conveni-
ence to travellers,’is favourable' to the incidental
acquisition of topographical and statistical know-
ledge ; whereas the long aml comparatwely nar-*
row tract of the Bengal presidency, .belng tra-
versed from one extremity to the other by the
noble rivers Ganges ¢and Jumna, with their innu-
merable tributary streams, the prmulpal commu-
nications are by water ; a mode of travelling of all
* others the least favourab'le for acquiring a know-
ledge of the country which is traversed. Such,
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indeed, are the conveniences afforded by this mode
of conveyance, that travellers avoid even the
smallest land journgys, and shutting themselves
up in their accommodation-boats, which are fre.
quently as large and commodious as private dwell-
ings, they continue their customary occupations,
without paying more attention to external objects
than during an ordinary sea voyage. On this ac-
count, principally, the gentlemen who have resided
in Bengal, independently of the great number who
never quit Calentta, are generally less acquainted
with the state of the country, and the character
of its inhabitants, from personal observation, than
those of either of the other Presidencies.

Probably the most comprehensive description
of Hindostan is to be met with in Sultan Baber's
Memoirs. It is as ji}lluwz.#:--“ Hiudostan is a
country that has few pleasures to recomnmend it:
the people are not handsome ; they have no idea
of the charms of friendly society, of frankly mix-
“ing tugethel'; or of familiar intercourse. They
have no gepius, no com'prt-hen'sion of mind, no po-
liteness of manuer, no kindness or fellow-feeling,
no ingenuity or mechanical igvention in planning
or exccutinge their handicraft works, no skill or
knowledge in design og arthitecture ; they have
no good horses, no good flesh, no grapes or musk
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melons, no good fruits, no ice or cold water, no
good food or bread in their bazars, no baths or
éolleges, no candles, no torches, not a candlegtick !
In this spirited and faithful sketch, so characteris-
tic of the habits of thought and observgtion of
the distinguished writer, it is remmkﬁhle, that
there is not a word either of the mférior personal
strength of the Hindoos, their inhospitality{ and

Baber appears to have introduced grapes and m:lons
into Hindostan, and from the following passage it m]ght be
mferred that the date was not unknown there, They say
that the date alone, of 4ll the vegetable kingdom, resembles
«he animal kingdom in two respects: tlfe one is, that where
you cut off the hsad of an animal it perishes; and if you
cut off the top of the date-tree it withers und dies: the
other is, that as no animal bears without concourse with the
male ; in like manner, if yon do not bring a branch of the
male date-tree and shalgg it over the fomnale, it bearsego
(rmt.” The introduction of the male date-tree into Hindo-
stan (the female alor®e cxisting there at present), would be a
great boon bestowed upon the inhabitants; no less, proba-
bly, than that of potatoes, for which they wre understood tn
be indebted to their intercoursa with Europe. The frgetifi-
cation of the date-tree, however, is a matter of some diffi-
culty, where the male trees do exist. At the Isle of France,
native Arabs are emplo%ed for that purpose,.

+ The rude state of thg law at the pcrlod.rcfen'ed to, o1 it

might perhaps be more carrectly said, the non-existence of

. any laws, in the modern 'acgeﬁtation of the term, may be

thought to account for the omission of litigiousness as one of

the characteristics of a Hindoo; but there is reason to be-
L
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litigiousness, or ‘their want of courage,—topics
upon which modern writers are o -prone 0 ex.
patiate.

4 ¢ The muscular strength of the Hindoos,” says
Mr. M{lL,* on-the authority of various writers, «
small ; gven less, according to.Mr. Orme, than the
appearance Of “heir bodies, though expressive of
weakness, would lead the spectator to infers; and
this is in some measure attributed to the sim.
. plicity and lightness of their food. But if this
observation may be considered applicable to the
Bengalese, and to the inhabitants of the Carnatic,
what shall we sdy of the tribes under the govern-
ment of the Polygars of the South; or of those in
the interior of India, from the table-land of the
Mysore to the provinces of Bundlecund and Raj-
pootanah; or to the inhabitants 'ljving on the
banks of the Ganges, from its confluence with the
Soane and Gogra, up to Hurdwar ?countries in
which the human form attains a degree of perfec-
'i‘.im]‘ and strength, and[staturg, probably not sur-
passed by cany people in Europe. The idea, in-

lieve that the fwmd kutckeree, or pyblic audience of justice,
in which the sorereign and his subordinate governors were
accessible to all, received sll pttitions, and enquired into
them upon the spot, was in use long before the introduction
of the law of the Koran in Tndia.

Hiet. of India, p. 311.
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deed, that vegetable food, accompanied by absti-
nence from fermented drink, prevents the increase
of bodily strength, is a mere prejudice;, and
without enquiring by what subtle chemistry the
nourishment we takeds converted into blopd and
muscle, it ds sufficient to advert to the capdition
of some of the larger quadrupeds, and to instance
the elephant, the camel, the horse, and, ox, in
proof of the attainment of muscular strength, and
a capacity for enduring fatigue, without the use
of animal food. The observation of Forster on
the robust activity of the people of Khorasan and
Afghanistan, also quoted by Mr. Mill, in a note
upon a passage’ in which the assumed corporeal
weakness of the Hindoos is in some measure at-
tributed to the climate, is, indeed, directly to this
point ; and a reference to the pages of Herodbtus,
where the discipline of the ancient Persians is de-
scribed, would show that a light and simple diet
was in olden time common in nations most cele-
brated for their strength and prowess. Nay more,
at the present day, the condition of thg Irish and
Scotch, and many of the English peasantry, toge-
ther with that of large masse% of the population of
the South of Europe, 'ﬁ;ho seldom kndw what it is
to obtain a meal of+animal food, would afford
ifarther proof, if require'd, to establish the same
point. ,
L2
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“"With respect, too, to the litigiousness of the
Hindoos, it may be observed,” that-the minute
legislagion which theic system displays, by render.
irfg almost every act of their life a religious ob-
ligation. puts it in the power of every individual
to support himself by a reference to authority;
and by enlistirfr his conscience on every occasion,
giv'es an air of fanatical obstinacy to gll their dis-
putes. It is thig circumstance.that makes the
. Hindoo so tenacious of his rights in the first in-
stance ; whilst the general wretchedness of the
people contributes to encourage that disposition;
—men will ever cling with the most clamorous
obstinacy to any support which ‘they think es-
sential to their existence; and to the miserable
and impoverished, cvery encroachment, however
‘smalk secms to threaten destruction. This prin-
ciple, whilst it accounts for the litigious subtlety
of the “wildest of the Irish,™ unites with the
former in the case of the Hindeos of the present
‘day ; than whom a mgqre wretched and oppressed
race is prgbably not to be found on the face of
the earth. ‘

In like manngr, the cxtremely artificial nature
of their soci4l system has rtndered the Hindoos
obnoxious to several oﬁler"-repmaches, which the
impressions of the mon‘tent, rather than calm”
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observation, has induced some writers to vent
against them. The laws of Menu appear to have
considered the whole frame,of society sim'ply as
an aggregate of family circles, the extent of which
was accurately ascertained by the ties of Fonsan-
guinity. It was incimbent upon each’ head of a
family to attend to every call fos support made
by any of his kindred, and as long as an indivi-
dual remained with his blood relatiors, he shared
their last mouthful of subsistence. When, how-
ever, a Hindoo wandered from his home, and
happencd to be reduced to distress, the same ar-
rangement which bhad secured him from want,
now preventedshis receiving assistance from stran-
gers; he was looked upon as an outcast--as a
man who had no connexions nor claims upon so-
viety 3 or. whht was worse, he might have fnrfei;e.d
them by misconduct. To him the feast of nature
was literally, full? and those sitting at the table
were only astonished that he should endeavour to
intrude himself amongst them ; whilst, too, thep
were already crowded perhaps beyond'their “om-
petence, in addition to the alms which they were
expected to bestow upon a gavenous priesthood.
The last charge, bowever, the w&ut of personal
courage, is of a grafer pature than any of the
others; and as a belief In its truth is calculated to



i50 . CHARACTER AND TEMRER OF

act injuriously upon the Hne of: policy edopted by
our Government, it may not ‘be improper ‘to iun-
westigate it more mirutely.

The foundation of this charge is doubtless the
apparcpt ease with which Hindostan has so fre.
quently been subdued ; but when we enquire mto
the circamstanves attending its subjugation by the
Avrab, or Saracen, and Tartar hordes, we find that
the success of those invaders depended upon very

different, and, indeed, opposite 'principles, from
" those of all subsequent assailants. In the army
of Mamhoud, numbers and physical strength were
aided by religions enthusiasm; and the inhabitants
of Hindostan were too much divided amongst
themselves, to be able to collect so large an army
as that by which they were invaded ; composed,
as it was, of a hardy race of men inured to con-
quest, rapid in their movements, and cruel, even
to extermination, when obstinately resisted. Such
& description of warriors, continually recruited
from their native hordes, were fully adequate to
‘the eonquegt of any country, and without any im-
peachment of he natural courage of the Hindoos,
it is not surprisipg thut they felt before the same
anion of fansticism and mart:al ardour, which ‘the
greater part of the civilized world was at that
period unable to resist. ' "

Still the efforts of the Hindoos to 'make head



THE ‘NATIVES OF BRITISH INDIA. 151

;. Mohammedan. oppression were highly cre-
ditable to them ; apd it was not till the Affghan in-
vasion, about two hundred years after the first at-
tack, that the followers of the Prophet myl:e said
to have gained a permanent footing in Hindostan.
From that i)eriod the main struggle sems rather
to have been amongst the Mohagmedans them-
selves, than between the Mohammedans and Hin-
doos ; thou;gh the latter we always find maintain-
ing their independence in Rajpootanah, and in the
strong country towards the centre of India, and
occasionally taking advantage of existing commo-
tions to enlarge their territory. Ultimately, how-
ever, the Hindeos, after a resistance of mnore than
five centuries in duration, appear to have been
completely overwhelmed, The Mohammedans, by
degrees, fornled a consideraple portion of the po-
pulation of the country ; and, as a tribe addicted
almost exclygsively to the use of arns, and united
by ene common feeling of religious enthusiasm,
they were amply sufficient to keep the rest of the
community in sulgectwh, When depresaed and im-
poverished by continued exaction, a.nd arbitrary
treatment. Mobapmedane dynasties were esta-
blished in various parts of the courtry, and foreign
invaders, . in addition’ to» the superior discipline
which their armies noWw began to display, were
always, certain of a considerable party in their in-
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terest, thongh always disposed to make common
cause against the Hindoos upon -any serious alarm
of their encreasing ,strength. Nor were these
alarms unfrequent. The exploits of the Mahrat-
tas, in their unequal struggle with the -Moguls,

when the ‘power of the lattér was at  its height,

were sufficiestt o keep the whole force of the em.
pire in check. And subsequently, the invasion of
the Affghans (or Durannies) is algne supposed to
have prevented the Mussulmans from being en.

"tirely driven out of Hindostan. In our own
times, too, the same Hindoo power was so formi-
dable as to induce the Government of Madras to
evade the performance of their treaty with Hy-
der in 1769, and to expose their ally to destruc-
tion rather than provoke its hostility ; the Bengal
goyernment, in 1765, having sct thein the exam-
pie, by reinstating the Nabob of Oude in his ter-
ritories, in order that they might be ypade a bar-
rier to protect the dominions of the Company
$rom the encroachments of those active and enter-
prising freehooters.

But the assaults of European powers were
conducted upon totally different principles from
those of the dohammedan é&onquerors of India.
Instead of numbers and supérior ferocity, we see
nothing but discipline and intellectual power-—
the arts of military combination, and attack and
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defence, were those b.ione-wﬁich enabled s0 small
a number of individuals to achicve such mighty
triumphs. 'The. Hindoos, agcustomed to the do-
minion of their haughty liege lords, the Mohamme-
dans, were struck with surprise on seeing the ap-
parent ease.with which the latter were dlsmm-
fited; and they were therefore dlsposed to pay
the greater, respect to the heroic strangers: but
to argue thence, that they were totally deficient
in natural courage, is to commit a mistake that
may eventually lead to the most disastrous con-
sequences. When the wonderful cxploits of Pe-
checo were yet fresh in the memory of the Portu-
guese, one of their leaders, the Marshal Don Fer-
nando Cotigno, who, in conjunction with Alphonso
Albuquerque, conducted the expedition against
Calicut, made so lightly of the cuterprisey thgt
hie advanced to the assault without armour, and
with no other Weapon than his walking-cane :
when, his conduct, no doubt, inﬂuem_ing that of
his soldiers, being at.tacked with splnt by th(, nae
tives, he was mmplet'uly defeated—his life, and
that of many of his men becowing forfeit to his
temerity, and the gemainder of his troops being
alone extricated by the able conduct of Albu-
querque, .who was Dimself wounded in the en-
gagement. . The military history of India is full
of such, examples.
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- «Courage, though undoubtedly ~smsceptible. of
considerable modification by the effect of palitical
institutions, or even local peculiarities, is. yet in
some form or other common to every nation :and
climate ; but it is the business of the philosapher
to unfold and discriminate the various modes i
which if is manifested. On close investigation it
might be found, that, like the outward. expression
of grief in many countries, it depgnded upon cer-
tain forms and precepts, of an ‘antiquity too re-
"mote to admit of satisfactory+elucidation. No-
thing can be so singular, and indeed revolting
to the feelings of a man of refinement, as the
apparently conventional mode in which it is cus-
tomary with many nations, and particularly in
Asia, to lament the decease of the nearest and
degrest relations; and although a knowledge of
ancient history ought to have prepared the mind
of a well-educated European fot thig and many
other peculia.ritiea, yet such is the irresistible force
of national prepossessions, that many are led to
infer ‘ an almost total absénce of the kindly af-
fections a.mon@t a people ®0 .characterised ; for-
getting, that to this wery pepple our mauners,
uader similar airc.umstances, must bear an equally
singular appearance. The sightest degree of re-
flection, indeed, is sufficient to convince us thet
" such.an opinion is a gross libel upon buman aae-
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ture ; - and - that, whatever may be the methods

taken to express-their feelings, the ties of love
and affection, when torn asynder, occasmn sensa-
tions of as much tenderness, and pangs as acute,

in the breast of the untutored savage, as m that
of civilized man. That the case is in some degree
the same with natural courage, $here are many
reasons for, believing, when we compare this fa-
culty as it is ewinced by different nations, or by
individuals of the same nation, under different
circumstances. Whatever may be the varieties’
of temperament, ali, when the proper chord is
touched, evince the same emotibn, the same in-
herent spirit, and the same temporary disregard
of personal ease and security.

It is not, then, the actual possession of courage,
but the peculiar manifestatipn of it, which distin-
guishes one state of society from another. With
the Hindoos, it pArtakes of those restrictions with
which their religious system seems to overlay all
their natural powers ; and in highly-civilized life,
it is under the strict fegulation of r;:ﬂectuﬁl and
the sentiment of honour. In both.cases, however,
it acknowledges in, realityean artificial standard ;
and instances of m!repldxty, whichare to be met
with in savage lifay oacasionally surpass them
both. As a natural characteristic, it is alone ca-
pable of being rendered of service fo the state by
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discipline ; which is, in fact, to courage, what civil
Government is to liberty—it is an unjon of the
courage of the whole, body with the least possible
sacrifice of ‘the courage of the individual—the
active 1ntrep1d1ty of the individual is repressed, in
order to secure the greatest pbssible effect from a
combination *of. that of the whole. Though its
theory is essentially defensive, it is capable of any
impulse of attack—it pushes forgprﬂ and dilates
itself, where opposition has been’ overcome, but
‘rallies and collects its might when actually as-
sailed—it provokes attack i the first instance,
and, having repelled it, explodes, as it were, and
completely overwhelms its adversavies. It is its
defensive quality which ensures its triumph over
unregulated courage, however heroic: for cou-
rage *.is that faculty of mind, which prompts to
deeds of hazard, under the probability that suc-
cess will crown its exertions; ai} beyond this is
self-devotion—an act which is very rarely called
fer under the most exalted patriotism. Disci-
plme, howu«cr, by hol::hn';g oul little chance of
success to its essailants, appears to demand no-
thing short of se}f-demtion to,oppose it effectual-

* Fortitudo est virtus periculagjusta contemnens—-muni-
mentum humane imbecilitatls intxpugnabile : quod qui
circumdedit sibi, securus in hoc vitee obsidione perdurat.
Utitur enim suis viribug, suis telis,”—Seneca Epist.
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Iy ; and hence,‘if not always irresistible in attack,
it is ever) formidable in defence. Imstances of
masses precipitating themselves upon almost cer-
tain destruction, in order to overwhelm, rather
than conquer their adversaries, might easﬂ: be se-
lected, even in modern times—In the attack of the
Bastille, and also of the entrenahments of Je-
mappe, it may be said of the defenders, as it was
of the three humdred Fabii,* they were slain, not
overcome ,——-whxlst on the other hand, the resist-
ance of the French when the Russians attempted '
to retake their posision at Borodina, and of the
English squares at Waterloo, are instances ol the:
triumphs of defensive discipline, under the most
trying circumstances. But still, discipline, like
other institutions of civilized life, appears, to the
intrepid but uninstructed bgrbarian, to partake, of
pusillanimity ; nor can he without difficulty per-
suade himse]f, that men of any real spirit could
be brought to submit to such restraints. Ac-
knowledging no other test of power than strength
and intrepidity, whicn rhey wntemplate theil ene-
mies as men differing in little or, nuthmg, as to
natural appearance. from shemselves, they consi-

“Ided nemo trecentug Kabios victos dicit, sed occisos.
Et Regulus captus est 2 ‘x':ce'ﬁis, non victus: et quisquis
alius seevientis fortunee vi ac pondere oppressus, non sub-.
mittit animum.”—Seneca.



