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del" an. organized bBdy of tbem;as',merelJ'>~ 
ingthe aggrega~ strength of the,nwnber.'of mea,. 
composing it, withol\t referring to the priDCiples . . 
'upon which their union is. cemented. ,On the 
contrarr, their hu.ddling together~as it were,'has 
all . the apPearance of fear; and the~venturons 
barbari~n is" ol"ly the more inclined to attack 
them. The Mamelukes of Egyptadv~nced to the 

m~zzles of the French muskets, aMin their rag&* 
at being unable to 'break the rails, threw them-

'selves from their horses, and seized the bayonets 
with their hands. 'l'he LesghitJ, and other Tartars, 
cannot be brought to comprehend the nature of 
discipline; but in contempt of foot ~oldiers, threw 
themselves upon the Russian battalions with un­
abated confidence, notwithstanding their repeatiO 
ed pisfomfiture : they ~ttribute the success even of 
tt;e Russian artillery to the horses that draw it. 
The N epaulese prisoners could t, not. understand 
how their troops, accustomed to victory, had been 

ooaten; and repeatedly said, ',' Give us Buctower 

It afford, a rcmarkablc iilustration of the tendency 
which edremcs h~ve to mect under all circumstances, that 
the highly.disciplined ~lIil'l\llsiers of ~he French IU'my, not-­
withstanding the.extCn~iv(; cll.periellfe which they must ha'Ve 
had, displayed the same feeling of a.dignant surprise on being 
repu lsed by the British squares ,on'the heights of Mont' St~' . 
Jean, as the Mamelukes of Egypt did when they were unabl~j, 
to penetratc the ranks of the French at the battle 'of'the' 
Pyramids.-See Scott's I.ije of Napoko1i. 
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Thapa (ooe, of their bravest chiefs) to command 

us, and we'will fight it ~ver againtrith you when­
ever you, piease;"-a.nd tbe Burmese, it is well 

• • 
kllown, were 80 {'truck with the slender make of 
the Madras Sepoys, that they were convinced we 

• • • owed our success to· some peculiar quality p0s-

sessed by the Europeans, and alwiYso said; that if 

the latter w.ere withdrawn, they would drive the 
rest of the annPlinto the sea. . 

\rir ' 
It is, howev,et, to take a very confined 'dew of 

discipline. to, suppose that it consists 10 nothing 
more than ranging omen in even files, clothing 
them uni!ormly, and arming them with muskets, 
&c. ;-all this may be done, and yet fail to inspire 
that confidence which is requisite to make good 
soldiers. Confidence, in this sense, is no less the 
result of the "character of t~e Government its~lf, . . 
than of the personal weIght of the commander, 
whether of a pa~dlion, division, or army -the lat­
ter having. doubtless, the greatest influence in the 
hour of battle, but the former giving to the army. 
its general qualificatIons 'aJd efficiency. Let-any . ~ . 
one observe the difficulty of keepll~g up the Spl" 

rit and discipline of, an army. "hen supplies are 
irregularly 01' scantly forwarded.' to .it, or when 

,good quarters and ,,&olllmodation for the sick 
are not well atten~d t~; and he will easily COIll­

prehend how -1Iluch greater the in6uence of Go­
vernment is, than any other. The feeling of se--
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ctl.rity· which the soldier: experieBCeS' 00' being aa­
$Ured of ·the s~bility of the system \1nder whi~ 
be serves, and undq the operation of which he 

c 
. expects to he provided for, when "disabled, or worn 

out in the service, is so indispensable in upholding 
fl' 

hi~ firm attachment, that it has been' observed, 
I 

that in Indt:.. ih~ East India Company suffers in 
~e opibion of the native troops, as w~ll as of the 

inhabil;~nts at large, from the1~tfarious nature 
of its Oovernment. Known t~hout the pro­
vinces chiefly as the collectors of the revenue, ito 

agents or functionaries are e'Apected to take their 
flight upon the dppearance of any more formidable 
competition. The idea of a chaflge of masters 
thus necessmily hecomes familiar to the native 
army, and other classes of the communit.y; anD 

• evrry report of the r,ompany's reign being over, . . 
as Bishop Heber relates, display", the little moral 
influence which tht' dominion of a. century' has 
established over the minds of the people of Hindo­
~tan. The E~glish arc, in fact, considered in no , . 
othe~ light ,than those foteigners who trained the 
Mabratta tro()ps in the European manner. but 
who, neglectiQg ~f' se~ure tho~~ guarantees of the 
permanence ~f their system~ just alluded to. did 
but cripple the nations of ttose active marauders, 

and deliver them, chain~d and bound. into our 
hands-they gave them the cumbrous qualities .of 
our tactics, which rendered it impossible for tht:!m 



\9:IJE NAc'tIVltS OF BRITtsHINDIA. 161 

to avoid coming in C()~tact with our regular forces 
• I ~ ) 

but were Ul~able to' supply that confidence in their 

new organization which alon~ could give it .effect, 
and enable the", to contend with so formidable 
all antagonist. But this error, though obvious . , , 
cl10ugh in the instabce before us, we shall odr-, 
seJves be in danger of committiQg,.if-we measure 

our strength merely by the numLer of nlcll ('ll-. . 
rolled beneath, :*>ut' banners, without taking the 

Iwccssary steps' . to inspire them with cOl1fi&-nce in 

the stability. of our power, grounded upon the 

general attachment 'Of the people to our system 
of Government 

This observation applicl\ with stilt greate\" Itmc to the 

att.t· l1lpts lately made to introduce the system of European 

di 'c ipline amol1~st the Persians. Discipl in(~, to be efficient., 

should he national ;-lIntil rcglll f.Ll' institutioflR ilfford'" a Ii'jill 

lm~is to rest upon, a re.erve and rallyillg point ill ea~l' of 

dd'eai, it is ill" vain ~to f'xpeet ;lllY perllJdUcnt henefit from 

Ihl' adoption of the mere outward forms uf European wa(­

fare. On the contrary, the experimcut mIl" i>e attended 'Yiljl 
th l' manifest disadvant4~c of f~(" in~ I h,' Persians II' ", lOIt­

lact with more experie~cl'd' soldiers, withol1 hllldrng out 

that prospect of renewed effort, even af'Jer repulse, which 

constitutes the redeemilw:\' ('harac*rist~ of ulldieciplirwd va-, . 
lour. When men arc ()~ec aectl ~tomed ~ ad. III cOLleert, 

defeat and disperSion a(~ rrCllcrally fatal to them; they 
. ". ran no longer unite wit'lo~t the presence and as~istance 

of some sliPerior authority to re-organize them; their ha­

hits of regular discipline unfit them for th(' di~play of indi-
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One point generally ov~r)ooked in ltppreciating 
the strength of 'our position in . In~ is, tbat the 
Mohammf'dans, hesit)es the immense numbers that 

·vidual prowess: and whilst the more irr~gular bands of war­
riors arellro~en and dispersed only to unite again ILnd COlD­

t 
bat with a keener thirst for reveuge, the disciplined body , . 
unlesll lIupportal h !l widely-extended system, having the 
confidence of the nation for its basis, is thrown into inextri­
c~ble confusion, unable to rally till at.,.iltttance from the 
field of Jattle and safe from the attac~iI. the enemy. It 
may, indeed, he objected, that !;feat captains have, in all 
ag(;5, kt·pt their armies tOl;ether by means of their own ener­
gy, unsupported by any ulterior sy!#lem; but in these cases 
we shall find that, hesides the more indiscriminate right of 
plunder, almust unknown in modern warfare, their discipline 
was enforced by the assistance of .select. bands, or reserves, 
which, whilst they formed a rallying point fo~ those w~ 
were repubed, kept the wavering in their ranks by the influ. , 
enlll a;; much of fcar as ~'f example. In the cases before 
• 

us, however,--the Mahrattas under the guidance of French 
olncers, and the Persians under our "wn,-these reserves, 
which should be the support of the whola .Jmy, ·jil'C thrown 
forward in the commencement oC the cOllBict, and, being 
once ~p.atell, there is no 10iger an~ hope of opposing the 
progress of t~e enemy. The aeclaration of Ago. Mo.homed 
Khan," lhaL he k~w better than to run his head against the 
RU!lsiau walls of stee\~ and",expnse 1~8 irregular army to be 

destroyed by th~ir c\mnon and ditciplined troops, was Sit­

actly to the point. "Their shot," 9liid the sagacious monarch, 
It ·5hu:U never reach me; but \hey'f;hall possess no country , 
beyond its !'ange; they shall not know sleep; and let thew 

Sketches in Persia, ('hapter xx. 
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settled in HiJldostan on each of their three grand 
irl'Uptions,'Teceived' constant acc:SSions to thp.ir 
strength by Mussulman adt~turers of all coun-

" 
march where they choose, I will surround them with a de­
sert." This ob,ervation remind~ us of the advicq of Memnon 

) , 

the Rhodian, for conducting the war against Alex\ndcr the 

Great, as given by -Diodorus Si(.ullls aQd .l.rr~n.t--to check 
the Macedonians by destroying the country before them, and 

preventing their ~ing forward for want of prov\~ions; to 
trample the herba~.der their horses' feet; to burif.1the pro­
duce of the country, and even to Jay the towns and villages 
waste; "by w.hich means," says the latter. "Alexauder, 
linding himself destitute<)of provision and forage, would bl' 

.mable to penetrate farther." To HH' pOlt1On of this opinion 
on the inexpediel1J3Y of lorminf?; the Persians ;nto regular 
battalions, Sir John Malcolm seems to have given his ready 
assent; though, from what is stated in the chapter imme­
diately preeedin~ the one first quuted, 110t altogether upon 
very correct principles; for, if th~ harlequin-ehangeslwl'Jc.h 
are there referred to, had indeed left his Persian friends no 
remains of barbarisul but their beards, the introducti()n of 

the modern sy:tem of discipline would be iu alI reHpet'ls 
right and proper; it would then be the efftlCt of an efficient 
cause :-it is only its frematu~ introduction before.lIth~ 
departments of the state, ana indeed the na~on generally, 
had been sufficiently improved to enable tpem to appreciate 
its value, and, to give it full efffft, t~at is earnestly to be 
deprecated. If they go \tnd in hand with cjvilization, there 
is plenty of. good stuff in "persia to oppose the progress of 
the Russians; but by no lither ·means is this desirable ead to 
he effected. 

* Lib. xvii. c. :l. t Lib. i. c. 13. 
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tries, whether,frorn the North, or by the Indian 
. Ocean and P~rsian Gulf. It was byt:his ex­

tensh;e colonization that their numbcrs were aug­
·mented beyond the usual ratio ofnatural increase, 

and t~eir spirit was enabled to keey pace with 
that of their sect in other parts of the world; a 

• point whiclf, troQgh it app{ ~ easy accomplish-

ment to us, was sufficient to preserve, their intel. 
t ,,:",.,'~, 

lectual supe~'iority over the d~.d Hindoo, a~ 
well as to give them great weIght" as a component 
part of the population. To this 6t1;lte of things 

OUI' present situation bears n~ sort of resemblance, 
nor is therc indeed any thing strictly analogous in 
all history to the cOlHluest of Hhldostan by 0111' 

countrymen. All otl~er cxtf'nsivc conquests ha~e ,. 
been eiI{·ctcd by means of large armies, and mafu· , 
ta.inrn1 either IIv such. armies settling- in the con-o • 

qnel'cd ('ountry, or protecting the settlement of 
theil' fdlow <:ountrymen.* Hut \n Ilvlia, the ~um­
bel" of European troops ('m~ed at anyone pe­
"'iod, has ul.'en 'inconceiYrbly sll!ull ; and our acquisi­
tion; have, at ouce been inrule and maintained al. 
most cntird y lJY the agency of our conquered sub­
jects. At the p'~cisiovc battl.:: of Plassey. Lord 

See a long cnumcration ofli:nstanccs given by Seneca, 
enU4Jlg with the passag(' q,:otru ·h~· GibboH. (Decline and 
Fall, chap. ii.) "Wheresoever the Roman conqueNl, he in. 
habits." 



THE NATIVES OJ' BRITISH INDL\, 165 

Clive had only nine hundred Europeans; and at 
the present day~ the number of E~l·opear::. ill the 

"hole arrny is not more thar\ as one to ten natin: • soldiers.· The EurQpeans of evcry ul'shiptil)n; 
actually in India, an' only in the Pl'oplII,tioll of 

• • • 
Ollt'to three thousa~d nati\'cs; whilst under tile 

• height of the Mogul govcrnmeIlt, tht'! Muhauune-
dal1~ are said never to have bl'en less than 011(>-

• • 
twentieth, th9 sometimes estimated as hi~h as 
OJlc-twelfth ofllie whole population. . 

\Vith tllis immense disparity of numbers' 
against us, it is sur~y ullwhw, and c,'cn criminal, 

to shut our eyes to the real 'circ\1Itlstallc('s by 

which our sitU'Btion, as the ruling castf' uf India, is 

distinguished: If, indeed, ~Ul' hold upon the ilU­

tives is in opinion-·if they look up to us with C\)J1-

fiJcnce for security of pcrs(Vl and l'r()pt·rt~·, tls'l,!,11 

as for encourageuH:.'ut in \\ hatevcl' conduc<;.s to 

thclr happiI4css trod prospt'rity--whidl, inc\t'cd,. is 
the only rational meaning of an elllpire of opi~ 
nion-then it behOVeS us to endc;vour, hy (:vety 

means in our power, to'drffu!;e the bc~efits ~f ('du­
cation throughout the country; • to rci(lI'In th~ 

habits of the peop1#i; to c:l'JCitettJleil' industry, and 
to impress them wi~ that conscioasncss of their 

Own defects, which JaU-at once awaken in Jhcm 
the desire of knowlcd/e, and dispose them to rely 
upon the wisdom and beneficent intentions of their 
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• mers. But if by opinion. it is meant. to ,helDU-
nuated,as is sol~etimes .the case, that,ourtStnmgth 
depends upon the ignorance of tile nati •. of their , . 
,¥nmens~ numerical preponder.ance, then the .idee. 
displays not only. the extreme of folly, and ill-

• r 

~ntion to passing events,· but is in itself highly 
d~ngero~s to< tile .continuanee of our rule. That 
~rance, even if it exist at present, ,cannot pos­
sibly be expected to endure m. longer; and 
if in the mean time any serious ~aanger threaten 

.. The opposition to the house-tax, &c. at' BenaTes and 
Bareilly-and lately, the disaffenioIt manifested thronghout 
the provinces during ihe whole period of the Bunnese we.r­
but particularly on the siege of Burtpore b~ing undertaken, 
are . well known. A long catalogue of the signs of the times, 
more than !'ufficient under Ii military despotism and an eD:!-

- ' -:"(' 
slaved press to indicate the temper of the pepple, might ea-

sil~ (,e 'prepared ;-two only are here selected. In a late 
disturpance in the South of India, when a distinguished ser­
vant of the Company lost his life, the 'llativfs are said to 
have cut offhis right hand, and nailed it r~ the gate of their , .. 
fortre,;;!!, with an nlscription, purportiol'(i¥t it belonged to 
~ . 

one whQ: bad boasted that he 1I"~ver returned a native's salute. 
In Calcutta., utyler the eye of the S~preme Government, a 
wealthy Hindoo, wao had erected an immense hazar at an 

enormous expense, o~ {pec~atioll, wls almost ruined by the 
steady and unlUlif10us r('fusal of the nutil'es to rel'Ort to ih 

because he was sairl to have el1ter~ into a ('ontract for the 
purchltle of Government salt, by 'Vhi~h the already high price 
of that article was likely to he f~lrther enhanced. 
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our dominiOll, the natives will not fail to ask 
themselves, how' far it is desiraLI: to make com­
mon cause "'ith a nation which has shown ~o little 
solicitude for their. welfare. The presence of a', 

rival powell. will at least afford them \he ~rospect 
of a change; and as to the great mas~ of \he 
population of Hindostlln no change tould well be 

for the wor~e, we' ought not to be surprised at 'allY 
excesses into 'Jtich they may be driven. For 
nations do not;:tike individuals, "rather bear the . 
ills they hav,.e than fly to others which they know 
not of;" on the contrary, they strenuously exert 
themselves to get rid of the burthens which they . 
feel to be galling and troublesome; and when 
their conditidn, notwithstaqding all their effort~. 
is perceptibly deteriorating, they eagerly catch at 
any, even th: most remote prospect of relief, t~y 
hecome desperate, and judge that, happen 'fhat 
may, they cl\Dnot he worse: by perpetually brood. 
ing over the possible evils of a rfvolution, they 
familiarize their imagina~ion wit.h disas1.f'rs aIM 
dangers of every oescliption; and y has Deen 
truly said, that he who despises li~ is inaccessible 
to pity, and that .here is·no ~\1emy more truly 
formidable than one -'trho is preparct1 to die. 
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CHAPTER( V 

ON THE COLONIZATION OF INDIA. 

u l~stat enim et urget, et quo te cunqulr.is, persequitur." 
<'~ ~ r: ,t 

THAT the people of India are, gen~rally speak­
ing, immersed in almost ho~less poverty; that 
they have in fact'· nothing to lose, and every.thing 
to gain by a change of masters; clnd that they 
must in consequence be quite indiffurent to our 
weal or woe, in the ~vent of danger threatenw. 
our d{,lminion, must Qe quite evident to all who ..... 
have attentively considered the three great fea-

, -
tures of our Indian re\'enue 'Sy~tem.: the effects 
which followed, and those which still continue to 
f~llow. upon the permanent settlemfut; ,the ac­
k:now1edged aim and e~d ' of the. Munro system, 

" which is to t~x industry and improvement, and 
to enahle Govel'lW1ent to dl';pn ; aU the surplus , 
earnings of tlte cultivators, a! the zemindal's are 
allowed to do in Beuga1.; a"~d lastly, the refusal 
on :be part of the Court" of Directors to grant 
any settlement to. the ceded and conquered pro-
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"iDees. by which a limit may be affixed to the 

demands of the state upon the p:oduce of the soil. 

In 1786, Mr. T. Grant thus describes the COIJ-
• • • 

dition of the Hindoo peasantry: "A seer of ri~~ 
with a little seasoning, a rag. a hut, 01' the canopy 

• • 
of heaven, (the wltole brought with~n the d'Ilily , 
expenditure of an anna, or tw.opin~e for each in-
dividual,) satisfy all the natural wants of an Hin-

• • 
dostanny hus~tln or manufacturer; and Ifhe 

can save at the end of the year a couple of rupees 

from the Droduce of his industry, rated at one' 

hundred in the market, he is infinitely richer. 
more contented, and easy in his circumstances. 

than the indifidual following either of thc:le trades 

in England, who, after in~urring a personal l~X-
pense of two shillings a day, should be able to lay 

by an annu~l profit of two .guineas £i'om hi!lo wJJ~le 
est.imated work of one hundred." Twenty-seven • 
years aftcfI"al'ds', Warren Hastings. in his reply 

to a question put. to him Ly P~rliament, says: 
•. The poor Qf India, who_ are the people, have n~· 

One might imagine that with these ,fcnllemen, to want 

nothing, and to want every t~ing. were synonymous ex­
pr'Jssions, Much gc;~eral misappre~l'tlsion prevail;; in Ellg. 

land respecting the aC~!)Ill want~ of the ·people of India: 

when we read of the rar! whi~h covers the lowcr c1aes" and 
the fine cloth in which th~ wealthy ar!' wrapped. we think 

only of the blessing of living in so genial a clime, fQrgetting 
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Wallts; t.We8S the scanty: rags which they wear, 
their, buts, and sitnple ,food may·be ootWdeted ~ 
such, and these they have upon the ground which 

I • 

,~~y tread upon." And in Mr .• Tucker's late wo. 
on the Finances of the Company, the following is 
the \!escrlptton gi ven: "The 'habits of' the great 

• body of the people ,are simple and uniform; their 
diet is spare, and confined generally to a feW' ar-

~ . 
ticles of the first necessity-ricet~~etables, fisb, 
and the smaller grains; their cl6ftring is scanty 
and mean; their habitations poor ~Ild unfur­
nished; what we term luxuries, are confined to 
the opulent few.' Capital is thinly distributed 
over the surface; and even the advantages of a 
genial climate, a prolifi~ soil, and of manufactur­
ing skill, were not found sufficient to swell ta­
strelt,md commerce. In all this the "keen eye of 

• 
the financier could see nothing to touch; the ob-

I 

jects were too minute and worthle"ss,· ~c." Thus 

that the temperntne varies from forty to fifty degrees of .' Farenhelt:" thermometer durif'g the year, and, not unfre-
qlJ.4..ntly, fifteen~r twenty degreps during't*enty-four hours. 
So flU'. indeed, fro~ clothing being unnecessary, there are 
perhaps few countries iii. wbi .. h tile p0'f suffer more from the 
Wl\Jlt of it; even iii th~ hot weather, lhe same poverty whieb 
puts clothing out of their read~ deprives them of oil, 
with~ which their suffering~ frotn a scorching sun ~ 
exce8l1ive. 

"Review of FinaLWial State," &c. p. +9. It is worthy of 
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we see, that, at this moment, ,the account of the 
poverty'of tbe inlmbitants, given, 'too, by mel) who 

remark, that, notwithstanding the worthless and nun ute nature 
of the objects of taxatiOl: here apparently assigned as a reaJOn 

for the immeqse land-tax of India, other taxes rorn~d at the • I' , 

period of Mr. Tucker's writing, more than a moi'ity or-the 

whole revenue of the Bengal Presidenc~ •• Tlftl salt monopoly, 
III particular, yields two-thirds as much all the land-rt!venue 

of the lower provi~~e. approaching, as Mr Tucker hillls~lf 
expresses it, to a ~ax of no trifling amount. Thf' priee 
of salt Mr. T. states to be about 12 ~ pence per annum to. 

the consumers., for six seers, (which, however, is but a small 
average allowance;) but-as he inadvertently grounds his esti­

mate upon the wholesale price obtained 'by Government, it is 

obviously too low. And, in point of fact, the retail priC'e iii 

always as higb as two annas per seer, which will raise the ex­

pellditure of each individual to ~ighteen pence, instead of 
t#lve pence half-penny, or about 50 per cent. upon the 

• wholesale price: which, assuming Mr. T.'8 estimate of~alllpLl 

prIce to be correct, (about oue-third the gross sale price'l will 
make the amount of Ita x to Government, Oil aecount of salt, 

about onc shilli~g, instead of eight pence halfpenny a head 

per annum, as he has stated it. This cmoputatlon agrees, 
• also, with thc albount of grotj sales and charges raven in 

Mr. Prinsep's finaaciai 'result of Lord Hastjn~8' administra-­

tion. The charge of 55,.53,176 rupees btlingdeductednom 

~,04,75,4a rupee!', an~ the re~nde,divided by thirty mil­
lions, the supposed amoUjt ofpopulatio;, givl8 11.925 pence, 
or very nearly one shilling ;.which, being taken BI the tunount 

of polll"tax received by 6~vFment, and 5() per ceat. ;a1d«\ 
for the advance of retail price, give!! about eighteen pence a 
head,8.a before. JudepcRclent of thia tax, the customs, 
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ranked amongst the iirmest advocates of the Com. 
'pany, applies w'tth as much force as it did nearly 

half a ,century ago, potwithstanding the boasted 
good effects of our rule. Y rt more than thitty_ 

five yel\rs have now elapsed since the commence. 
I , 

m€nt o~ the discussion respet'l:ing the introduction 
of a more eqtJ.itAble relation between landlord and 
~nant, upon the model of European tenures, and 

the subject is still apparently .,'lar a~ ever from 
being set at rest. 'Vhole vohtmes have been 
written upon the condition of our Ea~tern posses· 
sions, but nothing whatever hits been done towards 
the removal of those causes which weigh down 
th~ spirit, and paralyze the exertiotts, of the great 
mass of their popula~icin. In the interminable 
controversy, one party accuses the other of 4-
cJ.t.~ivt!ly employing the reasoning dic'tat~u by Eu­
ro~an prepossessions, whilst the otheI' retorts the 
reproach of Oriental ism 11 pon aU' tho~e w lto w()Uld 

, ,~ 

stamps, llnd exC'i;;c, bear with considerable~, ,'tfit upon tlle 
• I, , 

people~f India: though thei",consumption of taxable objects 
may be smaIl,~the general ri~e of }Jrll'(,s, oc('a~ione~ by high 
tax:at.ion, reaches flll rlasses; fOl the imposition of a tax is 
like the casting of a s1-one ~nto the ~\'atcr-tbe greatest agi­
tation occurs in. the'fir~t illstance ilt the spot where it falls, 
liut. the movement thus occasione<i soon suhsides, and is car­
ried h circling eddies to the v~r~ llhrg'in of the pool, leavin~ , 
its surface smooth and undisturbed, but raised in its level 
(.xaetly in prop<lI,tion to the size of the body thrown into it. ' 
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nf'rsuade the world that the Indian Govenlment r- ,. 
ought ta follow in ·the steps of theIr Moluunmeuan 

predecessors; but it must be ,allowed, that if there 

is iittle of unquestiooahle wisdom in the institu­

tions even Of the most enlightened of the old 
• • 

states of ,Europe, there is certainly infini\ely l~ss 
that is worthy of imitation to. b. !bund in the 

most recondite maxims of Asiatic governmcn~. . -

III the mean time/'howevel', whibt we deliberate, 

the enemy is all~ost at our gates, and the only 

ol'l'Oltunity }\Fe shall prohahly e\'er possess of in­
(,reasing our moral "!itrcngth, and organising our 
resources, is irretrievahly pas~ing awny. 

W"hatever ootioJls, abstJ'dct or praetical, lIIay 

f01'1II the plan upon which "tl~c Indian Goverrul1c~t. 
if sincerely desirous to improve the condition of 
the country, inay think propel' to act-and, ItS ~ 

before heen Qbsel'\Ted, there is reason to beliive, 
that' any sntem· founded upon natural equity 

and the sound principles of com ilion sellse would • 
~p{'edily appl"O'H" itself to 1he nntlerstauding~ a[l~ 
('ven to the prejudices of the natives-i-it is quite 
evident that, without a great chant!e in the pre­
sent circumstanc(>~ -,>f society. tilj!rc would be no 

adequate foundation- tor it to rest ·upon. The 
people whom we govltrn Ire swayed by sociallDd 
religious institutions, w~ich seem framed for the 

express purpose of keeping them in pe~ual non-
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.. ; ,~ as long as dune ,iostitutionlt continae to 
be; u.aahaken by.~UCatiOD' and eKamplei it'is Deed.. 
1_ to. expect that , anr desire of improvement ~ 
be evinced, or any encourageme'ftt be given ,lOr 
hoping }hat they will profit by the' endeavours 
nutJe ~" ameliorate their conllition. Where ign0-
rance, paver.,-, IIln$! superstition, are all combined, 
the case may well appeal' hopeless to those who . ' ~ ( 

shrink from the trouble and res~ility 6f effect.-
ing or recommending any alteratii,rt in the settled 
(lrder of things, that is not in a manner; forced upon 
their adoption by the resistle~, though often tedi~ 
ous advance of practical knowledge. With ' the 
Hindoos, that advance must be eve .. more effectu­
ally impeded by their pdvel'ty than by their ignQ.­
rance and superstition. The degree of skill to 1ft; 
~d in the c~ur~ of lahorious' oceupations, 

• 
und~r the pressure of great poverty, is unavoidably 
small: if it be true that necessity is tpe I~othel' of 
invention, it i~ no less so that :"her bantling will 
I1.!ver come to maturity unless she have strength 
and l:isure ~o nurse it. f 11'l order to give effect to 
the happy thovghts which are sometimes stTuck 
out on the emel'gQ .. cy'Of the ~ion. some spare 
time is required for reflectlm . and experiment , 
Kntt~ledge is power in eVer,.. sense; but practical 
is not speculative knowledte, and both are requi­
site in order to mature the sudden <.'Onreption. of 
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genius. when acted upon by neceSfri!y. There can 
be no doubt- that ,1nany useful d~veries are lost 

to society f()f want of time \0 record and t;<>nsoli- -
dAte them; and; it is possible that the institution 

of castes ~d hereditary trades amon~ tQe Hin­
doos, may have taked its rise from the iqea, tPtat 
constant appl¥:ation to one speciic -employment 
wa~ favourable to taat concentration of mii1P, 
which lead; tG.~ention and improvement. Ci-

':-.11-
cera expresses kmltrelf to this effect in the treatise 
from which. the motto to this chapter is taken ';­
and, indeed, before the discovery of the advantages 
to be derived from the division 01 labour, nothing 
short of the application of a whole life, accompanied 
by the tl'aditional lights co'mpmnicated from fatl;er 
to' son, must have appeared syfficient to qualify 
an individual for the cxerciile of a distinct tl'8l61f. 
The knowledge, which with us is communiclltcd 
by means of books, must, in the rude times ad-, . 
verted to, have ,been imparted entirely by oral . 
instructioPn and practical example; and each suI!. 

• • cessive scholar, ins1i'ad bf enjoying tlf benefit of 
the accumulated experience of his I{lredecessors in 
the art which he W3j anxiom to -QFquire. and· stah:­
iog, as it were, f;oJil the landmark" which they . , 

had established, was. oblged to conform t(\ the 
, , 

- " Affer1: 'auiem vetustas omnibus in reb\l5 longinquB. ob­
\ervatmne inctedibilem scientiliyn:'-De"Divinationc, i.' 451. 
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SiiIDe process, and to 10llow the· same undeviating 
routine~ which 'Appeared to be .the -only \ secret of 
their superior dexterity. . , 

Thus the ordinary duratioQ. of HUman rue seerit-
ed too sllort to produce any material improve~ 

I' ( t.' 

Ullmt; and accol'dingly, if "'the expertness witt! 
• which the lli~ops manage the ~ple co.ntriv-

allces which alone are known to them, is, at . . . 
first sight, calculated to excite ~ admiration of 
an European observer; that feeling, when ana­
Jy 7 cd, will Le found to proceed rath~r from sur­
prise at so much heing effettted by means appa­
rently so inadequate, than from any impression {)f 
the actual knowledge displayed by the artist; 
and certainly, as far as the point can be ascertain-. , 

cd, no material improvement in the arts has takefl 

p!¥e~amongst them .for ages. In'India, then, 
0: 

where the number of persons who are qualified to 
C' 

direct or assist in so great a work aS
r 
the reforma-

tion of the habits and manners of a 1) umcrous po­
pulation, is so' small and fluctuating, the... task is 
\ooke!l upon as quite iU:pl~tjc'aLle . 

• The efforts.that have Leen made by humane 
and enlightened ifdividuals, tQ obtain a footing in 
this great se.-, of' darkness, llttv~ often been inter­
rupted, or entirely relinttufslled, for want of the , 
PI'Opel' means to secure ~nd render permanent 
what they had gained; and before their efi'orU 
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could be renewed with any prospect of success, 
the waves of ignorance and s~perstition have 

swept away all but the sligh} vestiges of tl~ir la-. 
bOurs, which \lJIltre discernible in the bJrbarous 
dialect, and , not unfrequently in the dissol''le man­
ners of their 'former 'pupils and assist:nts in the 

• 
gener~)Us undf1.aking. Nor is. tltis-the CR.'l(' in 
the work of education alone. In almo~t evet:v - . 
other attempt, .ther of Government or of indi-
viduals, there is the saine character"; of instability 

These effects are espt!cially visible on the site of old Go. 

vernment establishments, or indigo manllractorie~, whil'h hal'(' 

betn abandoned: ,here crcry1hin..:;- secm~ iu\'cstr'U with a sort 

of premature antiquity. In India, till' <.ll~cay am! difapiJatitm. 
of deserted buildings is astouishiongly rapio, owing to th" 

~liernate drynes~ and humidity of the atmosphere, an"il tilt' 

rank vegetatioJl which quickly maltes it.s appearance ilf e\lt~ 

bule or crevice: thi$, together ",itl! the natural tenden? of 

the great mass of tl~ coml11unity to absorb and obliterate 

the ~Icnder alteration, either in language or customs, which 
Ihe 6hort residence of EIlropeuI18 n:l~ have 'Produced, almost . . 
IlIduces ilie observer ' to imagi~ that he i~ !lurveyi~ the 

nuns of some ceoturies:instead of thO!~e of an ,,~tliblishmento 
hut a few ~·ear8 deserted. Here, the feebl~remaih8 of some 

Englisb terms appear 8\ if translllittet\ by tradition beyond 

the memory or living rtla", There, a I'IlW iny>it!ments, or 8 

piece of broken furniture, t:te 1,!leS of which {lave already be­
<,ome nearly obsolete; or,·it.may be, some remains ot _fie­
riority in the 'dtailght, or ax:letree of the carts, or kacktrrie., 
I)f the ,'icinity, proclaim the former exht~nre f)f a better 

N 
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, t. • 4 nd . 
the same want. of CO-qSlsteIit a persevenD8 ad· 
vances towards ~ definite end, in consequen,ce of 

state or- things; but from I the irop~rect ,ac~s 5ul! di'sc~­
ible, the date appears almost to batlle' enquiry. In like 
manner t (he l'1lprovements which the occasion~ residence of 

~ . 
Europeal\'l may have effected in the natural products. of the 
soil, linger hut«a "w,years after the departure of the indivi. 
duals who introduced them: thus the fruits and vegetabicii 
of~ neighbourhood tenanted by Euro~ gClhlemen, being 
an object of profit, retain a consi~erabt~ebrity for a com· 
paratively longer period, but in thp. end merge into the ge­
neral mass of wild al1d uncultivated produce. Thus several 
parts of the country, which a few' yt'ars since were famed for 
producing good martgoes, peaches, plantains, &c. no longer 
furnish any but the common sort; and, il~ general, the fruit 
mry be said to grow almost .~ild, excepting on a ,few spots 
in thlj actual occupation of Europeans, or but recently aba,n­
doneif'by them. • Of these a great n urn bel' are susceptible i)f 
v~Cf ctmsiuerable impfOYt¥llent; anu, with 'rare and atten­
tion, might be made to equal the produce" of any climate on 

t 
the globe. 

Amongst the means by which settlements' might r.e effect· 
ed, and improvcll'ents In th(· useful arts rendered permanent, 
tte eSlablishment of Moravlim mission~, upon tracts of Go­
.. ernment lan~, in different pafts of'the country, deservllIii,to 
be mentioned. ~rom their unubtrusive habits, and from the 
actual conver.;ion of Jhe ~ti"cs forming no part or their ob­
ject. though th:y ale at all times :'lHng to receive lIuch ,IS 

voluntarily join their communiont this most useful sect Seenill 

ad~rably fitted for setting at; eX!!'Ilple to the people of Jim:' 
d~tan, (If the bt:nefit of moral -Conduct. in conjunctioll witA 
peaceful and industrious habits of life. 
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the fl'equei1t , chAnges which OCCW' amongst the 

I 
persons to whom the execution elf any project re-

qJ,lirillg time"'and assiduity ,is entrusted. • India, 
indeed, 'i'as a 1ifrd of exertion for an intelligent; 
well-infotmed, and industrious class of mID, may 

• • 
be said to be almost entirely fallow and llncufti. 
vated: a teeming soil is tilled JUU'th· in the sam(' 

manner as ~ sch~ol-\Joy prepares his little plot fllr 

JIlustard and. ':, 
\Vorks of labour are performed by the ('fi'ort 

of lllere nUlnbers, with scarcely any, even the 

rudest application oP IlIcchanical contrivance: the 
implements made use of are all or'the coarsest and 

most cumhrou~ descriJ;tioll; and tilcse', in tht" 
• 

feeble hands of the listless,. and indolent heings 
" 

who wield them, are, for the lIIost pnl't, so useless, 
• that a crowd of labourers in 'finy one line of itdai\-

try, will scarcely execute more work than tw~ or 

three able-bodiel Europeans. Thus, whilst la­
bour is nominally cheap, and actualty so, as far as 
relates to the pOOl' wretc~s themselves, it js, iIt 
reality. extravagantly high to those WJlO erJlploy. 

them. Improvements to he seen- in the great 
establishments an4 .vol'k-y:frds .,f Calcutta. arid 

other cities, and wIfe.ever, in shoJi, there .are 

European8 to direct tind· superintend the navve 
workmen. have led maty to imagine the 1attr:r 

N~ 
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IOOl'e expert and inte&g-ent 'than is thr3 fact: but 
tbesegood sy~ptoms are confined to the imllll'­
diate ,vicinity oj the, establis'hmerl~dverted ~o; 
and, like all other Borts of ipstnIttion, cGmm~i­
cated 'J,nder present circumstances, are exceedingly 
tr!nsient :n their effects, a~d liable to disappear ,. 
with the relll~al of the cause which gave them 
bftth. In short, every Englishman 'who has been 

• c 

much in the interior of India,,,, sensible of the 
slowness and want of common 'knowledge of un­
assisted native workmen, and of the helplessness • 
to which his countrymen areoreduced when plant-
ed amidst such a population; and yet, when it is 
proposed to give a hetter dil'ectifJn to native in-

. dustry, by 8uPIllying it with examples and in.struc-
• 

tion upon fixed and durable principles, we heal' 
n9thing but of the q,ifficulty and idutility of the 
f 

measure. , 
The measure 80 often 8uggeM:ed" and so ·often 

evaded, or overruled, is Coloniz~tion. To counter­
'\let the di8aci~antages under wMch all classes of 

c • ( 
. the commumty at present labuur, to confer a bene-

• • 
fit upon the governors, no less than upon the go-
vel'lled, Colonization is the Qnly plan that can be . .. 
adopted witk any prospect I1f success. . . ~ . J3y the adoptlon.of thiS Ipeasurc,* in respect to 

c 
, "Our empire there," (in India,) observes Sir Joho Mal-

(!olm, " has already derivedr aud must continue to derive, 
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India, it i1I. not meant that a crowd of set tiel'S 

, t· 
~hotlld be sent oat as they are to the Cape of 
Good Hope,4lijanada, 'er Van Diemen's Land. Co. , 

looizati9ll isj ill" filet" of tw~ distinct kind:, cor. 

tne greatest b~efit from the enterprise of Briti~" mi!rchl\nts, 
which bas diffused wealth. encouragerl industry, all!\ pro:ot­

ed the general prosperity of the .:ountry; .d<tillg, by the in. 

, crease of its rewur~~, to the strength of the Geve1'llme't. 

English artisats ..•. also, within a narrower ~phere, lK-;n 
ll106t useful: neit~,of these classes here, in any way, ('nml 

111 collision with our native subjects, by trellehil'.~ upun Iheil 

ris ht of claims)o on the contrary, rhey have bN'1I their benef,le­

tors; they have given thl!m an example of the bel1t'tits that 

.t(;crue to individuals and nations fwrfl lar~t! and liberal 

pl'l1Ic/ples of tradE\; they ha~c tat':!'hl the fl) tIl(' U",'/'ul amI 

tlffJilml'ntal arts of life, alld it IS.to Ih!')u tha t we must chicl/y 

!ook, as affording examples fol' t~~ IIJtiVI" to folluw iu ~v('ry 

Improvement of civilized society,"-Pol. IIi,;t. ·vol. ii. I" 25 :;. . ' 

-;'\0 testimony in favour of Coloni.atlon can well be ~t'ton~~r 

liI,11I this; aud yet the Genera l. afterwfll'ds. obscrvillg that 
• E'Ig-lulh merchants atd artisans had establ~~IIt'r1 manllf..tc-

tom's in province's which hatl been IOlli!,' untler 0111' l'ul .. , ~talt~S 
It as his opinion, thl\t " many reason~ c[)n~'IlI' to make th; 

IIIcrease of th~se settlers imp()~tic." " 'hat ihest. r,aSf)f18 

alC, however, he does not ('eindescend to inf<ym Il~. But· 
tlll~ IS only one of those instances of hot. and cold being 

Llown upon the same surject witli whiifh the Political Hi!!­

lory ahounds. A.noth~r ~j1stance, froUl' the .~amc l:hapter. 

may here be given. Speakilg of the Anglo-Indians, he say!!, 

" A just and generous G~e~n~ent ~il1 ' tlot, however. lIave 

reCOurse to that narrow principle which apportions benefitspy 

Ihe power anytlae8 of itl! 8ubject14 have of enforcing them; , -
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.. wvonding with the \tate m the cQUlrtry, w,hich 
(sends forth the 'lolonists, as weD as of that whicb 
,receives them. ~e is intended for.e benefit of 

the fo~mer, which relieves ,i$Selfby' encoaraging 

nor will it; wi~hhold any reasonable ' boons, bectause it ill of­

ren~ed b~ 'the temper ill wl1ich they"are ~olicited. Acti~gon 
difThrent gTound.J, ii; wjll give to this, ae to every other clan 

of,.s subjecu, that (',onsideration which i~ due to their COll­

dition, and which will fill their reason~ Jlo~es, without a 

sacrifice of aft')' essential interest of the ' empire. Though 

• phl<'ed uml!'r circllmstances of d(>pr~ssion and discourage­

ment, this body of meu haR lost few opportunities of becom­

ing useful and respected in the diffCI'~nt walks I;>f life to which 

their pursuits have 'been directed. We should continue, 

therefore, to cultivate their mO'.al and l'e~igious prin~jples; 

anll whil'it we in~titut.e alld cncour,l~C seminaries for their 

'instruction IIpon an exten,lc,d· I>cale, ~ve should provide the 
means of their 'future emrl~vmE'nt. in tIle condition of life 

, I bet, suttE'd to their rel'pce\ivl' sitllatlOlI, and qualifications," 

Who would uot suppose from thi~ 1 hat the wnter was ahout 

to pr'opo~e that education and cham('t£~ .. should furnish the 

(~riterioll of fitnc~~ for employment hy the stat~, for thi~ class, 

as .... ell a~ for any {lther of the Christian ~ommunity of India; 

btlt no: Sir John goes on to.ob'erve, that, "if the J' ustice of 
( ' . A 

liis ,pro{Klsition is admitted, the meaus of carrying it into ell-
( 

ecution will not b", difficult. as they require nv clul7/ge in '''oGe 

solutaryl relfraint', in rhicl\ the principles of both the civil 

and military services'in ,l~dia are nol glound'ed." And what. 

are these prilJciPte~ of salutary rel!raiut but the po,litit:t: e~­
c:l1l6irlll of the class, II ho'~e inte~est t.e thus affect.~ to espouae, 
(rom both the civil and militar)~ branches of the service!­

Thi'll and ~everal other pallsages of the work, e",hlbiting ,dle 
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the emigration of ~tnurplut popuJatioo; the other 
is for the benefit ' of the latter, a~d consil,'ts in the' 
infusion ofiteiligedce and actifity into the sociaL 
mass, by the settle~ent of ~en of skill, it:dustry, 
and capital. It is precisely this infusion, this ad. 
mixture or '~eD of ~nergy and intdh'gen~e, with 
its already numerous, but almos,t 4lr~d poinuation, 
which is required for Hindostan, to set Le~e . ',' 
the inhabitant$\lhe effects which so fine a climate 
is capable of pi;oducing, when their "industry * is 
struggle of a good and evil principle, have led many to he­

llevc th at it W[,S origmaMy writt.en in anI' fTlll1le of mind, and 

:ti'terwards retouched and prepan,J for l'ublil',llion in another. 

• Amongst thpse who h~ve fonned, or ralilcr, who IHwe 

bLen iudustrious ill illcu\ealil, .... an "rrOHCOUS impressio,. of '0 • 
the mode in which it is prol'oseJ to extend the principle uf 

Colouization to India, I, SII' John Malcolm.' He C'OlnraCl1CCI 

" ( I'ulilical Hu;tQr,lJ, vol. it. p, :!50,) by tdlill~ IllS rea~r6\.tfat 
110 ~'xtensive coloni:tation call take p)..lee, liDless the 8ettler~ 

are 'admitted to IllPve pruperty in the sod,: and the~ gOel 

on to say, thal' " the grounds upon wbil'll tbe illlpolicy nnd 

danger of adruittinp- Englishmen to follow agricultural pur­

~Ilits in India rest are, in a gr .. at degree, referable to tbe ~-,.,' .' ~ 
ruliar nature of our E~stern 'possessiuns, whirf mustpever be 
viewed as a colony." This proposition i!;'.what logicians call 

identical and amounts to tbis :,-I.oldia must never be colo-, . . 
nizeQ, becaus~'it mtlst" never be viewed i1~ a colony. He 

does nat give any reason ,'thy.Colonization stould not De per­

mitted, other tha.n by in~rming us,"that whilst we havi gu' 
ranteed to oUr subjects the :njoym~nt of their proper!.y, !awa, 

U~Iltl"£!I, ll'Qd religion. we ought to impart such improvement 
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~iJltcted with ability, fmd a,nimated. bJ-'~,,_tive 
'apd independentfspirit. 

The general .vantages atte~, apon this 
great measure will not be con.fined to the natives 
alone. or to the wor~ing classes; the Government 
of the ~ourltry will feel tlle benefit un, in almost 

as w;tl promote their happiness, and the general prosperity Qf 
tlr~ conntry; but not to associate with ou~ improvement any 
meast&e, of which the operatioQ i~ likely to interfere with 
their iuterest, to offend their prtjlldiccs, or to outrage their 
'('herishcd llllbits and spntiments;" by which irtsidious petitio 
lm:ncipii, he plainly insinuates, that"Colonization would in. 
evitably work all ,the. mischief alluded to. He afterwards 
admits, however, (p. 2.51.) that.hmd might be purchased, 
" where onr regulations have made it saleabI'e;" and thus un-

• 
\\'arily affords us a cll\e to h~ whole argument upon this sub-
ject: for, on ('n~luiring how it happells that the property of 
the natives is not everywllere saleahle at the' option of the 

I • • polt~cssor, WP. are naturally rcmmQed that a permanent settle-
m~nt,{ ;:ollferring the right of property in,.the soil, has, as.yet, 
been given but to a small portion of the Company's domi. 
nions : and that, if!, all other parts of India, Government still 
dll:m and exercise the right of universal l'audlord. Sir John 
MalcoM s apparent solicitud~, ,thrref.:>re, abouf- the rights 
a~d ch~bsbed bbits of the inhabitants of India, is but one 
of the many instances in which that writer makes use of cer· 
tain set phrases, in or<1e~ to' O. keep f.l~', word of promise to 
the ear, and brM it to the hOPI!' The only rights for 
wllich he contends, are tll')se ollthe \-ompany to have a share 
of tbtadvantages resulting from !lie increased produce of the 
ioil, 'no matter how th~t increase has been effected: ~ other 
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every stage of its alliministrfltion; but more parti­
cularly in the check and restraidt which the pr&! 
sence ofre.ble settlers will impose,upon suc4 
of fhe public fuDct\onaries as are liable W be be. 
trayed into the commission of acts of an arbitl'ary 
and unjustifiable nature, by the too treat di!lcre. 

words, to tax the land to the utmost.' In his a',~collut of !he 

Barcilly inSUlfecti~, lIe is contented with sE:;htly pa " t'ng 

OI'er the opinion of ~he Commission in favour of a pcrr:latlent 

settlement of the Up'per Pro\=inces. III ¥oJ. ii. p. 169, llt'in­

forms us, that the peImanent settlement of 1 i89,--the ollly' 
• act of the Company w~ieh Rec:ures the right. of property in 

the soil to any portion of their snl~iects,-" is now admitted, 

by its warmest advocates, tq havc be ell to~ mul'll hurrieu," 

&c. ; anu, in page 1l:i3, we art'. t.old, that .. :. loug }.cflod 
must ,still elapse before we hav~ ac('ulllulateu fact.s and e",'pel 

.' rirl1ce, ill which we ean venture 'to t'st.ablish. permanent and 

unalt.erable arnmgellu:i Ilt~; " anu again, page 250, t.he iIlJJO!l-
• • 

sil,ility of recalling the favouI', amI cOlleessions grante 'lY 
thc' q,ompany to its ~1~Jects, wit.hout impairing the eon&..iellce 

• of the natives in tbe good faith of Government, is assigned as 

a reason that" no measures should hf' adop!ed creatiu 11' bud 
I'ights and prit'ilt:ges~ IInh,ss we hJ.ve the dearest l'Ollvid~n 

that they eaPhe permanently ~nailltained, without i!fjury ~I 
'langer to our native subjects, Rnd to the gCI~r\1 inlereJIt 01 
our empire of Inll.ia." Tbio sort Jor ~easonrng. is the more ex· 

traordinary, as ¥ie wliittr, at page 17,''1, had eVInced a IIOOndeJ 

knO\vledge 01 his subject~ iY observing, tha"''' a government 

which preclu(\es itself froll au'!! incnase of territorial a4"ellA­

\)leDt, mUllt 100)0. to the gentfal diffusion of wealtb for the fu­

lure improv.ement of its resources; and though a kml!; peliod 
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tion ·, with which their \ distance , from the , Rat of - , 
Gov:ernment indifces them to believe themselves 

~rri:iCd, and in the assistance wh. such men 
( , . 

would have it in their power,to rendertbestate, 

by acti~ in the commission of the peace, and re­
liev!ng the 'hlagistrate of the district from a por-, ' 

tion of his tl10 fx~ensive and aften incompatible 

daties. 

must elapse before it cau venture t.o subject to direct taxation 

allY of the possessors of t!Jat affluence which its liberal po­

'lie:., ha; ucated, it may exped to receive an ~arly and con­

stantly increasing retutn, through tIle enlarged demand for 

t.lle necessary commodities and luxuries of life required for a 

population advancing ill Humherf and comfort, and the con­

seq,nent prog-ressive improvement of duti~s and customs," 

'But thus it is throughout t~e ~ork referred to. It was 'pub­

lished, apparcnrly, with a view of supporting what are termed 

the ligQts of the Company., grounded upon a reeommenda­

tio'h to respt'ct the barbarous cu~toms aml cherished 'habits 
and ~~ntiments ?f the natives, to~ether ",ith an adherence to 

the usages of the governments in India whidt preceded our 

own-tolerably eff.icient barriers against the progre.;s of civi­

li&tion, it must be allowed !-Here and tiwce, however, 

svmpto~ns of a better spirit b~ollle af1parenf: 'ut these only 
l , • ~ 

bubble to the surface of the stagnant mass, show themselves 
t 

for an instant, then bllr~t ~nd disappear for ever. Sir John 
jll, indeed, as he ha5 et6~where styl~'bi;nselll, •• the advocate 

of t't?r.1I ,low refotm." He says, ',we cannot int~rfere in the 

prev~'ltion of infanticidL", or it thl' self-sacrifice of females 

(tn the funeral pile of their, h"~hand!l, otherwise than by 

prarse of t"08(' who abstain from slIch acts, and' lteglect of 
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The u1)riet auUloFity" tf puWic officers when 

exercised in situations remote t:om the capital: 

(and in B~ the term remote may be applietl 
to districts not \Tery~ distant 'from Calcuttd, ain con­

sequence, of the • slowness and difficulty of com­
lIlunication· betweetf aU stations exct!pti~g tJtOS(' 

lying on the principal milita.ry ,roid. or i~ the di. 
rection of the stream of the great ri Vt>f'S, no less . '. than in consequence of' the total silence of an en· 

slaved press up6n all suhjects relating to the' SCI'· 

those who approve or flerpctr;lIe thc·lJl. How much more 

manly was the conrse purslIed hy Capt' Kennedy, til(, Politi.; 

,'al Agellt at Subathoo : s('(: <II hat ollieer's Rl'porl un t.he State 

of the Hill Trib~s Plltrnsted to Ius superint.endence :-lIec • • 
Calcutta Annual llc;ri3ter for 18~ I, A sy~tcm of Jesuitica' 

,'ompromi~e is certainly not calculated to -raise us in the 

estimation of that part of ollr IQdian suhjl·ets whOjc &,ood 
. .. . 

0l'u)lon IS worth pres('r\' mg. 

• It i~ worthy of 6e1l13.rk, that, notwithstauding the ~lcon· • ventence experltneed for want of the mean8 of rapidly trans-

mitting intelligence throughout Imli'l, tilt', Jille of communi. 

l:ation by telegrap~; which was.conllnenccd more than ele~n 
years ago, ilt)bof yet-completed en'n half.way to ..fpa. Jt 
IS calculated, that if this method of cOlJlmulIl~a\ing with the • frontier bad been in operation at.th~ period of the first anlla:· 
IDent against IJbrtpate~ :nder the la.,4e·Sir Davjd Ochterlony, 

the state ~Illd have 8a~d, on that oceas!oJl, in ell.troordi. 

liar)' expenses alone, ~ mll~h as ~hey have lavlsbed.eupc:m 

that hithert.o llseless project during the eleven year!! of i,nde-­
('isio!) ahol'lB m!!ntioned. 
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vats of Government,)ftmd tbeexcesse'oooasi.on_ 
dlly committed""y individuals lJ@W residing by 
~ial favour in the 'Country, and,-o may be 
disposed 'to avail themSelves of,. their.,. distance from 
the district, or city courts, and of the apparent , 
credit whicK they enjoy wit11- men in' authority, 
as by the s~lpes,s of their numbers, and the 
haltituai deferenc,e with which they are regard­
ed (by the snbmissive natives. would, meet with a 
salutary check in the residence of a numerous 
and rcspectallie class of their countrymen, and 
that mutual feeling of inc}cpen(,lence and considcl,'­
ttIion would be e~tablished, which is at once the 
cause and the effect of m01'ality an~ upright COIl-

~lct. . 
The temptation to m'ake lIad use of their power~ 

weal-th~ or influence, is as great, and probably 
as 'mischievous in its effect, amongst the higher 
1 "f' hI' E c asses 0 natrres t emse ves, as am~ngst uto-

peans. Natives of all·ranks are prone to ill-treat 
thi>Be beneath them; and men of wealth and au­
tb~rity~press servants and porters, and exact sup­
plies of all kindst on their own terms, without any 
apprehension of bei.ng \~aIled 1:(1 account for so 
doing; for SU<ll:! is the difficul.:.y (of obtaining re-

~, 11 

dress .under such cirCl'IDstallceE .. both in regard to 
the actual expense of prosecuting in the first in­

' stance. antl the great trouUlc and interrllption of 
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business itttailed by an a~al to our t"Ourts, at the 

distance- of sometimes more than -:n hundred miles: 

that very' 4tiw can be found either rich or pel .. 
• • severing enouih to .go through witb the 'process .• 

In the present condition of the, more wealthy 
• • 

classes of natives, ill respect of moral teeling ; -and 
• of the poorer classes, as to the fO'QteJnpt and help--

lessness into which they are fll,llen, no Jaws, or .' . 
prohibitions cap he efJ'~ctual in repressing the dis-

orders adverted to; t and any advantage to be 

gained by. associating individuals of rank in the 

administration of the provinces, would be greatly 

alloyed, by the danger to be apprehended ti'oM 
adding persoMl influence to the nummienl pre­
ponderance already so ~arfuny on the side of'\be 

• 
natives. A late member of the CakuUa Govern-

ment is said to have been.well aware of the w:eat 
• 

oppression practised by tllf' darogahs, or suhordi-

nate police Quthorities, as well as h1 the lllunsiffs, 
or native civil commissioners, anrt to have recom­

mended the abtl1ishment of their ~rpointmellts-in 
• favour or'the zemindl:trs, who were to ha~e l~ 

.. As an instance, it may be m;nt¥>ned that tile JUrlSlllClWn 

of the Zillah -Court ~f the twellt)'-f~ur Pcrguuahs, ill the . . 
neighbour~d of Calc rita, extends all rar as the Island .,. 
of Saugor, probably 12~ml es. 

t " LB dove la materia' corrotta," says Machiaret1i. " Ie 

buone legti'~J1 giovano." 
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vetted with authoritl~o investigate a1ld decide 
Upon civil and criminal C'OlDplaint:s of a specified ex­
tent; but as there were few objootio~gaftl$t one 

( , 
set of natives which did not aw1y witheqnal force 
to every other" the project appears to have been 

r f • 

aba'ldoned. The only metnod, indeed, which 
c 

suggests itsel& fqr relieving Government from this 
twofold embarra,'~sment, without increasing the • • 
number of their civil and military function'aries 
beyond the competence of their utmost revenues 

~o 8-lIpport the expense of, is to peqnit and en­

courage the settlement of Europeans thl'ougho\!.t 
• country, not only with a view of rendering 
their services available in carrying ·the laws into 
8lf~ct, but by reformill~ t;";le habits and manners of 
the natives, aed setting before them the spectacle 
of ~n industrious das5i of men, living. under the 
~a~c laws a~ themselves, enjoying the comforts 

( 

and conveniernces of life by the 'exe~tion of their 
skill and diligence, and a rigid adherence to t. 
pl'cnciples of m~rality a~d justice "in the regula­
tion of1.heir concerns. 

, f 

Many, ho~ve~er, are inclined to doubt how far 
the proposed settlei-S ·m~ht proV'lote the advantage . ~ 

of the under t.enants and eulth'ators, under the 
" t , 

system of landed pr~pert.1 ate.present "established' c 
in ,India. Whilst the profits of capital vested in-

hmJ in England are ac~nowledged. to , be J()l\ter 
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than by ~t other methodl of employing it, arn­
pIe compensation is supposed t{) ~ made by the' 

advantage "h ;.the possession of real p\operty .. 
confers. in the shape. of political influence,' votes, in 

elections, eligibility for, or patl'OlI~ge of, ~cal ap­

pointments; militia tcommissions, &c~, Lll'cftler 
• b 

with game and other privileg~s;. and the lund. 

lord is thereby disposed, not onlX to refrclin fr(4m 
• 

rack-renting ~ estate, but to grant occlH'ionai 

indulgences to his tenants. as circlllllstances may 

require. But in India no advantage is attached' 
• 

to the possession of land bC'yond the dirf'Ct amount 
of its rent; the landholder looks' npon the crop ~; 
his best secnrit.y for the payment of his own dues 

and those of Government ~ and the vigila.nce wlu·er.. 
his intermediate position t>f'tween the 8tate and the 
cultivators or the soil oblig{~" him to eXf . .'rt, Jias, as 

• 
has been before observed, the most"ullfavoural>le • effect upon the -Spirit and industr)~ of the great 

" 

balk of the people. As long as this state of thing!S 

is allowed to continue, it may he t1;ought that dtc 

introduction of Europefm'settlers would fail to ~ 
attended with the benefit anticipated; for if they 

were to become laqdholdera. thtir interests Jreing . .. . 
In all res~cts the sam(! as the prese.t pl'Opnetors. "J . they would have qeI1 temptation to bee, as 
severely upon their untier-tenants; and it would 

be some rirne before the effects of general'mprove-
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ment and encreased fudustry would i6tl'oduce a 
<:more liberal m~de of proceeding. The demand 

lor pro.duce of all kin~s might, jlldeed.be eXlected 
shortly lo encrease the aggr~ate industry of the 
couqtry, and rruse the value of labour; but in the 
mekn time', to secure to the under-tenant and 

I 

ryo1s as much AS possible the advantages which, 
as holders of farr;ns, they would not fail to derive 

( , 

from the encreased demand for land which an 
influx of capital would occasion. some provisi~ 
on tl11:: part of Government appears desirable. 
Not that it is probable that,'without a reform ,in 
the habits and manners of the people, any positive 
regulation will materially' improve' the conditioTi 
of'the two classes in fJl!-estion; but by giving them 
a firmer hold u)lon tllC land they cultivate, the 
p~,"'ent value of their. rights would \)c enhanced, 
and they woUld in some measure be secured from 

I , 

the exactiont'l'-'Of any new purchasers pf the zemin-
dary estates, of which their fields or farms con.­
tffi;e a portion. N otwithstandihg every effort 
th;~t c~n be, made, the ~aluc of those rights wiH 
still be very sm-"lll, and liaLle to constant diminu­
tion, by th('. rapid> Ihcteas(' o£. population, which 
existing laws If' in favour of Marriage rerdel' inevi-

I 

The lI1utsll Puran Rtys, ,: No ·tllan ought to remain un-
, l. 

marriffi even for a day; if he does so, he must perform eer-
tllin peuall~ei all an atooeme~t; aRd this, although he may 
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table. These laws, which ·it is, imperative upon 

every Hindoo to obey, must teu<tgreatly to coun.' 

ter~ct eve,ry . atte"mpt which is made to impl'ovr, 
the c&..dition of t~e people; and until, .t:y slow 

degrees, the energies of the count9' shall be com~ . ' 
pletely roused, and a general deman{/ for labour 

shall give every man th~ mc~ns.. o{ obt~ning a 
livelihood in proportion to his intelligen('~ anll iil-, . 
du~try, DO 'permanent amelioration can he exvect-

ed. Meanwhile, however, by rescuing the small 

farmers, &c. from the situation of tenants at will 

othcrwisf; he diligt'lll ill praycl, 1Il gi vlll~J; ,,1m;;, aud in study­
ing-the Vcdah." And the B.uhuSllt Puran , .. If d lIIall Iharry 

aft er his forty-eig'hth y(·ar he shall 1)(' a('{'oHIII('t\ sinful; !'IJI 

if hI' remain unmarried, Of wil1\f1UI a male (·hild. until \111 
• 

fortv-eighth year, all the ;.!.ood actiulls of his lie shall bc of nu 

,<'rvice to him:' A,rain the ChuJ\uoC:0I)urusi"lall~--" A gil I 
t::'" . ' •• • 

orten years olel i~ arrived at Ih" age· or pubt',ly. lhc[('tole"lt't 

her IJc given in m~Fi;lg(' ill the course of lief t(,lIth r ar." 

Aud in t.he BUb\l>\IIt Puran, "If a ~irl i~ I\(~t marri('d befort' 

th1! age of puberty, her father, mother, and elde~t hrothf'f. 

art' rendered for e~~ sinfu\." 
Adverting to the great increase uf population wb.th I~s 

uf this nature must occasion, it may here I>e~elllarl~(·d, that 

the quantity of salt ulllluully ~old by thc·Government may 
• ..JI. . • I 

form a criteriol'4by Wltil.lh t~ Judge of me general l\I1povc,n~ \-
rmmt of the,people, or tfut degree in whicl~the~ are in('on­

veoienced by that cruel fiouof!oly. eOo comparing the/ros!! 

sale8 and selling prices of ~It ~iven in Mr. Tucker's Rtview 

uf the Fin~llc~s of the Compan)" PI" 54-, !jij, 56, ~c incltase 
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liable to -be sold, as It were, with the farms they 
O¢CUpy, , withou'f being sure of· being allowed to 
bold, them a day beyond, thE;) ~ransfert they will 

c , .. 
have an 'opportunity of profitivg by anyaccRlental 
acq~isit:ons of ,means, or local convenience, which 
'may arise; (and be able to better their condition, 

t 

without the .coQstant apprehension of having the 
produce of theiI; labour wrested from them.-

I 

.. Agriculture," says the Lord Archon in the 
.' Oceana,' ., is the hread of the nation; we are 
'hung upon it by the teeth; it is a mi~hty nursery 
of strength; the best army; the most assured knap­
saCk-;: it: 'is managed with the least turbulent or 

, 
in"tllf ,quantity supplied docs not appear'to bear any pro­

'j)Qhlun" tQ the supposed incit~ase of populution; the conse­
,quellolJ'is. that. the pI Ice 'has been raised almost a hun­

drt:d'_flI1l' cent. in a perIod of thirteen yea,s; and whilst r··' ( 
tlt;~ .io.creascd IJemand, when tlle (juantlty produced has 

'blleB'. attgulented by about one-fifth, fffords a satisf~ctory 

prb-.i:, bf: tAle rfi'eatcr proportional inercase. in the popula­
,tiiQt\:; _ ,j,t .al~o serV(~s to show how extensively the tax nt'Ust . . 
oF~~te"as a grievance 011 the people,' t' whose simple diet 
-rtllilili~ the adult.ion of sail a.s a btimulant." If there be 
trutbr i1'1 JHr. 1 ucker's estimate, .he Company would at ollce 
il)crell~e their l'evtfhuc, and diminish the inconveniences ex­

petie!l~'~ ,by the p(,oI!le~ iet they well'~ .to aUL"ment the quan­
tity \1f ia\t at ler.st two-fold. 

For an account of tJle opfresoJons suffered' by the salt.­

mau~facturers, scarcely surpa",ed by the mita of South 

,Alurica, "see Rickards, p. 118. In 1825, lAr. Tuc~er 
!lays ... This 'grievance has, ],frusf, 4een removed." 
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ambitious, t.he most innocen\ hands of aU other 
arts-wherefore I am of Aristotle 'f opinion, that a 

commonwealth of pusbandmen, and such as ours, ., .' 
JlJust be the best of au. others. I wish I were hus-

handgoc;xl enough to direct somethiqg to this evd : 
» 

but iJ'acking 'of rents '.is a vile thing in 'the rid~r 
• 

~ort, an uncharitable one to tht: p~orer, a pt'rfect 

"mark of slavery, and nips your cOlnmonwealth ill 
the fairest I~lossom," All classes, indeed, except­

ing the zemindars. whom the permanent 8ettle. 

mcnt of the Lower Provinces has secured in the 
• 

possession of the lands. would COllcur in the 

propriety of such a rt~gulati()n; rind eVt~n to the 
zemindal's the]}lselvl's, sl'lch advantages might he 

offel'ed as would obtaiu th\·il' consent, without iti­
rolving any infringement :)f their 'proprietory 

rights, 

One plan which suggests itself, is to encourvge 

the z"ernindars. to grant leases, by mak-mg a remis­
,;ioo in the amount of their land-t~x, in propor 

tion to the length' of lease $ranted. If an abatE 

rn.ent of one per cent. ~I'e granted for Jcaies ~ 
ten years and upwards, and of thre~ per cent. fOf 

leases in pell:tuitl. the certa1nty of immediate 
profit woulV probabl, "induce the ~mindaril to 

accept the terms; and.tht! farmers and cultivatQrs 

being secured in the edjoyment of the fruits of 
• their indu8try. at least f~)f the shoftel' ~eriod, 
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would have a strong- interest to exert \bemseives 
in improving t~ condition of their lands, It may 
indec4 be objected, that such a measure would be­
nefit an' ()Juel' of me~, the zQrnindars, who, what­

ever rqay hav(# been the case with their predeces-

50fs, arf n~w in no want of« such ass~stance; ·but 

if, in benefitiongf'tlle poor classes, this he unavoid­

alile. without a. direct violation of aC,knowledged 

rropl'ietory rights, it may be remarked, that as the 
increas(~d amouut of rents has, in almost all in­

,tances, taken place rather from th,e extension, 

than from the illqll'ovementl, of agriculture-as 

the salllc ,;]ovetlly hushandr}' that wa:; in use fifty 

rears ago still continues to prenlil-,-there is reason 

f(;r l)('lic\'ing that ill~rc-a:-.e, great as it has been, 

elm's Bot pl\~clud(' the hope of considerable im­

Pl'nn411lent in the (lun}ity and quantify of produce 

bei{1g efIt'ded, by the exertion of the cultivators 

and slllull i~')ll(,J':-;, should the cn'coU/;ag(,lIlclIt' now 

sllp:gest<,ci h('. aflorded them. On the contrary. 

#ith t]l(' increased circulation hf mOTwy. which 
• I 

the lIJ~W order of thing-~ Wlluld ('reate, and the con-
fl ~ ~ 

seqnent f;l11 iT\.tlll' rate of' interest, the industrious 

would he ahle to~pfro('llre th~ necessary funds for , (" 

increasinO' ~ej)' stock and ·produce. without the 
t't I ~ I 

ris~ of ruining thollselfes. by the accumulating 
intp1'l'st of' their outlay, a~ is t.he case at present. 
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And if, in -otis respect, the t; pper Provinces would 

gain more than- the Lower, in pft)portion to the ' 

check to improvement. which cannot b~ have. 

been the effect of tieir exp~ctation of receiving a 

permanent settlement, having so rrpeatedly 1>een 

diSflppointea, this 'effect of the IrI;as,~'e Iftay 
~ 

perhaps be considereu as rathe~ l¥I edditional re-

, commendation of it, as it will t~nJ to Lillu t )H~~l' 

more closely to the soil, who, from their g('og'm­

phi cal position, are most cxposed to extl'J'lIal a~-

gression. }1endered cOTllparatively indepelldellt' 

ill his circumstancest the cultivulOl' would f10l illil 
to profit by the example set bUiH'C )Iilll hy the 
~~lll'opean settlers, in 'prollll'inf; for !lilll~dt' tilt, 

comforts and (,oIl\'cnil'ncl~ ul' litl', and ill quality • 
• iug himself for takillg a share ill U/C'<Jf!;lirs of' his 

district and ·COUIlt!'y, Tht. scUIl'rs \vol-lId oliJq;n a 
• 

nucleus of intelligellcC:' alld illtlu~tl')': the ]ll'c~C:'uce 

of ~hich could ,1ot l~lil to have a Ca"~HI'alJk illflu-. 
CIlce upon the minds, as weil as the uctioTl~, of' the 

population; miXing with the Jlati'vcs as fanm~s, 
• .• I _planters, and trader~, bounu to them, III short, 1.Y 

. 1· one common interest, and by l'eciprvca good offices, 

they would Jive ~rength .arAI.consi~tl'ncy to the 

mass in time ot p\!ate, and ill w~· they would 

organize :nd conduJ l~vies,.and perform aI, the 

duties of a brave and lIctive ycomanry, sufficient. to 
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{ " 

animate the allegiance of all orders" iU,Jd place 
tb ." f1 • • t e country m per ect security -agams exOOfDi.l 

"aggre~ion or internal revolt. 
Not 'only would the condition of the native 

pop,lda~ion be, greatly improved by the measUl't· 
prIJpose,d, but the state woulG directly participate 
in the ad vantag-es ,conferred upon the agricultural 

clp.sses. The interest of wealthy an~ intelligent 
landholders would prompt them to undertake 
those works of public utility, the expense of which 
is now defrayed principally by the state, as lord 

paramount. Local charges of this nature form a 
large deduction from the gross rents, and, in ad­
dition to the cost of management .lnd coliectioll, 
,which, it is to be presu!ued, would also he diminish­
ed, greatly 'reduce the net receipts of revenue. 
The JI:~demption of lat.W~tax by some'; the reason-. 
able terms oii which others would lend their aid 

" in superintebding and remitting th~ collections; 
and the cons~quelli abolition of various offices, 
w.!Uch the present state of the co-r.ntry renders in-
4ispensable, would not hul very shortly to reHew 

r ~ 

the Govel"tlmet\i fmm charges, the saving of which 
would mOl'C than .. oorupensatt; t'Or the diminution 

I ( 

in the stipumted amount ·o~ their land~revenue. 
t t 

Th~ Government, br rigidly"adhering to the prin-
ciple of universal proprietof8hip, has beqomc justly , ' 

ohnoxio{lS to t.he rpnrn:wh of having cOntributed, 
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little-nothing towards the embellishment of the 
country. or t~ 'convenience otthe inhabitants; 
generally. 'by the ~1tecutiop of works o~ public 
utility. Indian hutory is fun of descriptions of 

the magni!icent edifices, and othar W:>l'kJi 0'- art, 
cotnpleted by form~r sovereigns and Iv~rrilloial 

rulers. Firoze Shah, we are inMmtled .. >in Db~ 
translation, of Ferishta, built fility great ~lHi¥s; 
forty mosques, thirty schools. twenty cara.vanloie· 
mis, a hundred palaces, five hospitals, a hundr(>d. 
tombs, ten .baths, ten spires, a hundred and fifty 
wells, a hundred bridges, &c. ·&c. llabei:: in his 
Memoirs, tells us that he ordered' a minar, or turret, 

• to be raised at every nine eoss, and a post-house" 
at every ten coss, with a 10 relay of ~ix 'horses; ,loll. 

'. 
he is never tired of spealfing of the number of 
gardens aill palaces which lie erected and l)lBn.~d. 
Shere Shah, Ackbar, Jehangler, Shutl :feRao, an<l 
Aurungzebe~ appear also to have vted \1'ith each 
other in magnificence of this na,ture.;: aJ1d )the 
great officers of state, in 1 all parts of the c'mplf4; 
nave left behind them:monuments oj thetr·tai;~ 
md liberality. The costly material., wRlch mer: 
employed, tQget1ie~with tlte I!rAnd scale aod ·i:rlas-

~ 

The qufckest mode ,If fjavelJing now in lise, or indeed 
attainable at present, in ~ellgal, is t y what is called lJhwk ; 

, . 
that is, bY ''Pa1anqui" t'onveyance, at the rate of about Jour 
miles an h*our I 
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sive style of the edifice~ alluded to, form it remark­
~b]e contrast wIth the small anff unpretending 
lituildin~s erected by ,the En~lish. Mlthing. in­
deed, cui. ~ more striking thi.n the difference be­
twet;n tpe appr.oach to Delhi, or Agra, even in 
their prtiscr:t state of decay, lind that to Calcutta,' 
aft~ its havirtg ~et:n nearly a century the capital" 
of pur Eastern e~pire. the seat of our G9vernment, 
and the residence of the most opulent of aU classes. 
whether European or native. In the former, the 
'roatl is lined with the ruins of palacf,'s, gardens, 

fountaitls, tanks, serais, baths, {n shbrt, et quicquid 
tanta: pr(rmittitar" urbi-whilst the latter exhibits 
nothing from which, at the'distance \')f a mile from 
tJhe city, the' traveller could he led to suppose .that 

he was app)'Ouching- '~t pIne!' of greater conse­
q~~\(:111 thun an ordinary country-tow'n. The re­
proafh which' Burk(' thundered against his coun­
trymen in th«: East is not yet :'~ipeq away; and 
though. perhaps, it cannot now be said, that . 
"'fVere we to be driven out of''India this day, 

I 

opthin:" would remain to' tell that it had Leen 
~ t • 

possessed, dttri~g the inglorious period of our 
dominion, by any' thing betta~ 'than the ouran-• • 
outang or th6J'tiger," yet t~e'lilonumel\ts of state 

t 
or ~l1eficence left b.!hind'-us,.. would be compara-
tively few indeed; and, ex~epting in the town of 

I . 

1 Calcutta hself, they woul<;l be almost enti~ely COR-
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fined to the r~pairing of ~ M urdan?s and Firoze' 
Shah's canals,\ the constructiort of an imperfect 

military road from t.he seat of GovernmeJjt to ttv> 
Upper Provinces, apd the erection of a gaol iu aU 
the prin cipal tow.us. 

The influence up8n the minds of men. whi~h is 
aeated by an attention to whate~e~contributes to 

adorn the face of the countr;,.and adds t'l'the '. .. ' .. 
comfort and convenience of the inhaLitnms, is at 

all times sufficiently great to hecome an object 

worthy of the consideration of Oovennnent. At: • 
tachment to the spot on which 'we we're hon] is not 

a mere sentiment grounded upon early IlssociatioJl, 

but has for .its basis'the substantial advantages 

whi~h that spot affords. If'n strengthel'l these daiJIfS 

is to nourish the spirit of 'patriotislll; and tl wise 

government' will ne\"cr rc~x ill itH d}J:Jrts.tO.J~I·O-

1II0te a feeling upon which the safd~ of the foun­
tI')'"' may e\,(~lltudlly depend. In I naia, especially, 
all our institutions should have this ot~ject in view, 
in order that 11' foundation may h~' laid for organ-. ' 
izing an efficient provincial army, anti 11 Ircgullir . " system of defence, in the furthcrapccof which all 

ranks of the cotflIlJ~nity Dla? ttl.' interested. 'I'h~ 
• • diffusion of ·jnstructklft amongst all (~:>Cs, together , ,. 

with the encoul'ag~ellt tOt industry whici has 

just bee4, recommended, will engender a spirit 
of pridi! find indePendcpce in the pea\3utrv 0(' 
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. --the :.eountry, and render t~ ,hOlf., ~ve,and 
Capable ofen~b.Dtel'ing thefat~ ofa .&01. 
flier'li Ufe in time of need. A plan ,for raising . , 

regiments in each diStrict, of\\cered, as much as 
possi~le, from tpe gentry, British, Indo-British, 

( 

and (native, - of the neighbourk{)od, would not o~ly 
• encourage theieeJing of patriotism, and attachment 

to the soil. amongst the soldiery, but dispose the 
• t , 
whole country to take an interest in the events of 
war, and keep up a salutary emulation and rivalry 
between the several corps of the army. During 
peace, -.,uch troops' as were I;)ecessary might be 
stationed, as much as convenient, in the district 
where they were raised, ana empJoyfbd in the exe­
"leWn of s1:l£:h works of public utility as woul!1 at 
once furnish them with' ample occupation, and con. 
duct: t" the. general ad\('1ntage of the 'community. , 

• Speaking of,the Roman conquests, Gibbon remarks, ,\' III 
their manners and internal policy, the eolonieb formed a per­
fept representation ,')f their great parent; ,~Ild 'they were soon 
emteared to the natives by thel ties of friendship and alliance. 

Tiley etf~ctuali( diffused a revet~ncc for the Roman name, 
and a desire, WhJc~.wus seldom disappointed, of sharing, in 
d~e time, its honours apt\.adxantages.,The grandsons of the 
Ga.uls, \l'ho llud besiegpd Julius C~sar it. Ales'.a, cummanded 

A ~~ • 
legions, goveil'leu province~, and weI e admitted int\J the Senate . . 
of R~e_ Their ambitioL, instead do. disturbing the tranquil-
lity ?f the state, was intimately c~nnected with lit safety and 

''Featnel$s.''I-Dedine and Fall c. 2. ' 
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The pafami. subsistenceJof the army should be, 
sufficient to ~dnce men of gd~d character ana 
abilities 110 enrol themselves. The hOllOumb!t' 

1 ., 1 , 

poverty, as it i~ raIled, in which it is deemed 
politic to retain~ ,the Il1ilitary prQff'ssion, befomes 

. . h" Co II h ., ~ a ~ mISC Ievous 19 hty w en carrIed so far !s to , 
, lower the defenders of the (:o~mtr~ in the estima-

tion of their fellow men. If pQvertv inducf' ~{m. 
, ... -

tempt in every other class of society, it ct'rtainly 

will not promote in the breast of a soldier, those sen· 

timents ugon which his character and intrepidity 

in a great measure. depend.' The pay ol"-soldien 

should of course be regulated hy the rate of wages, 

generally obtaining, inOtht· country where they art' 

employed; but. an indivIdual engugiag himseH' i.n 
the profession of arms, sh:~uld not IOnly he main­

tained durit'1g the contimwi1ce of his ('~upJC4YI~ent. , . 
Lmt he should be recompensed, 3ci'onling to the 

lenkth of ~,is ~ervice, IlpO,n rejoining his ~ellow 
countrymen, and resuming the habits of life ""hich 

his enrolment .. bad interrupted. 'Greater l'l~].. is 
I 

incurred from the .eff@ct of militarY" licebce, ~y 

drawing a distinct line' between thf so'tdier ~nd the 

citizen, than hyl('~~ouragit1g.t~H'Jll to cherish re­

ciprocal feelings:' ~ Itindness and liOnJidenc:e, aUd 
.J J . 

to entertllin a COJllU¥JO ~ympathy for the Pl'OSicl'lty 
of the _e. For tt6s purpOse, the formation of 
a regulilr militia should, be encou~ed~ and, itt' 
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'recruiting for tb~ army, men wh~ hlve been 
ftrought up to regwar trades shoul«' be preferred. 
Jp all·situations where active military lJervice was , . 
not required of them, 'they shquid be employed in 

the el'tlCution of.llUblic or private. works, according 
to their ~everal qualifications, tJpon such additional 

c 
w,es as WOQld .. ~ a sufficient compensation for 
therr labour. IQdependent of the general advan­
tages attendant upon this system, if steadily ad­
hered to, it is probable that it would materially 
affect the institution of castes among thc natives, 
by settblg a bounty' upon usef¥.l endowments; in­

stead of filling the ranks, as at present, with men 
who, in the common phrase, are said to be fit for 
solaiers because tlwy are 'cit for nothing ebe. . , 

Little or nlJ efrect, however, fi'om a plan of this 

Accordmg tlf' Van Halcn, (Narrativ(', &l'.) this S(,t'IIlS to 

be veiy milch the cas£' with the Russian ,unny. Tbe col"nel , . 
of a regiment is said to be allowed to profit fly the inuustry 

of his men, when njilitary duty is ~uspended. .e The soldiers 

the'l becollle masons, carpentrrs, smiths, \&c. or engage in 

w\lateve~ oeculJatlOn they may hf'. hilled for; so that, as they 

arc furnished "Ay tne colonel with SUitable dresRe~, that their 
• uniforms may not sufle!" {Juring th{' llm'!.- they are thus em-
•• c 

~l(lyed, they caunot be recognised (lS sol~iers, Lxcept by their 

must.achios. '~eSldes, there are al~':i~ a certain. number of , 
Illeu ft,lUployed in the woI'kshops be~ngillg to th~ regiment, 

in e'fery description of trade; con~equently, cverf.·thing that 

"cfl.lI Possib1t· be Wiluted for tht' corps i\; made by the soldiers." 
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naturef din ~ expected, t&til fIIeasures are adopt­
ed for diffusin\ ihroughout the ·~untry the ben~­
fits of ell!n1entary instruction in the mechani~l 

. I \ ··d· . • -arts, agrlCu ture,- ,n manufactures, by tM' pos-

session of whic~ the people wil~ learn thPivalue . ~ ... 
o{ labour,' and be .bIe to put forth !hell' stl1mgth 

• in the great field of human il!dq .. ~tr¥. Many peo-
ple imagine that this useful mel~urt' is in a~tual 

~ .. --opcration, in consequcnce of the forty-third sec-

tion of the charter of 181:~, directing that "a 

sum of not less than one lac of rupees, (10,000r.) 

shall be a~nually set apart niH} applied +t1"the rc­

vival and improvement of litefatUl'c, and the t'1I-. . 
couragement. of the lear ncd nat\ves of India, and 

for the introduction arM promotiOJ!o of a k"~­

ledge of the scien~es alllOTi~ the inhilbi~lI1t::-: of the 

British tel'ritories in IIl(~a, &c." '1'lw'4. JIOW-
• ('vel', it is recollected that Britisll India is sl'P-

po~ed to contdill Ilf'arly uinety rnvlions ot'inha­
bitants, it :ill not be dt'l";H:d sUl'pJ'i~ing that the 
expenditure of;· such a small SlUU' a~ ten t!Jouij)nd 

pounds is found tqtalLy -'nadelJuate tit th~Jlroduc-• • 
tion of any visible d'rect upon ~e ~anncrs' and 

habits of the pcoQfe. Tbe B.ndoo. and Moham­

medan ColTeges: btlblished in Ca~ujta, are uri­
doubted;J useful in;tittltiol)~ as far as the learned • natives .' India areeconccrrfed; and while some 

of the fmwer bid· fair ,to" spread a knewledge (ft' 
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the English Jangu,llge ~mong the na-~ive1 of the 
hfgber clSlsses of 6alcutta, the laUer" is chiefly iQ~ 
.stf'umental in qualifying Mohammedans for the ap-

r • , 

pointrbents of vakeels; or ple~ers in the law 
cou~ The gnlAiual introductioI\ of the English 
langttilge, however, is a point 8f so' much impon­
anee, that' any..in~itution. which has for its object 
the Cperpetuation or' the existing ahsurdities of a 
body ~f l~w administered in a language alike fo­

reign (and generally unknown) to the judge who 
pr~sides. as well as to the suitors and. witnesses, 
cannot'i'J'ut he consid'ered as a misappropriation of 

the funds in question. If the English language 
were made ~n ~ndispensablc qualificati(JD * for 

~ . 

11:' Of late ycar~. II g-reat deal too much importance has been 

attaclled to \he aQ:quisition of the langullg'es of the country. 

as a tll1al;ficll~ioll for offi('(', Sir John M alcol.n very justly 

observes, that strit_t principle, g<'ncral knowledg'c, and sound 

Judgm.eM, should constit.ute the principal, considerations .. in 

estimating the character of 1\ public 8crvant. ." A", an aux­

iliary," hI', adds, " to the deveiopeml'nt and nseful action of 
th~s\;) qualitil's, an a('quaintanc~ with the languages of India 

is ~ost desirabl~; but unassoc'l~t(l(1 ,,.jth them, it is nothing-, 

and inJu~y hal! '!;'ometimt's resulted to t.he public from a too 
exclusive canside,ration beil]g f!:iveu to t'1lis J~ttainment."-Pul, 

·r-!ist. vol. ii. p. 187, It may be questi~ncd, im(eed, whether 
.... ", ' 

a nation wa~ c,~ c'lvilized by its copqperars makill(!; t.hemselYes 

mAstert, of its languftbre. "TtlP ~tlfdyof a language, almost 

necessarily inducE'S an irn'ltation of the trains of t~ght, and 
A'en 'of th~mannt'rs. t.he tra('es of which it hO"<been em-
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every putltic ~ployment,"lt wiJutd tend, mtlre' 
than any thing~lse, to the enco~~age~ent' of ge! . . 
neral kno'W4.edge\and. as a natural consequiJKie, t~ 
the gradual weanirlj of the • minds of the" naives, 
from the a~surd ~~perstition by ~ich th~ir 'ner-
.ployed to record; and the acquisition of a living llnguage in 

particular, is not more aided by a quil!kntss of car and ~m. 
prehen~ion, tpan by a certain mimic injection of yoic:~ ~ni.. 

~esture.-"he truth of this remark is so generally felt, that 
most perM~, in their first colloquial attempt ill a foreign 
tongue, run into the extreme of action artd grimace, in order" 

the more .rea~ily to make themsclv~s underS'tooq.,....But if 
• ulis be the casc )Vitil a mere accomulishment, how much 

more true it must be, Vfhcr~ the language in question is that 
by the aid of whTch the grE'ater part of jur ufficial busilless, 
as well as familiar intercourse ~vith thm:e aroufld us, is c~j. 
011. Perhaps tlll:re are few caus~s which ha'jC had a more ili-

• •• t 
reet tendency a> retard thc progress of European arts .:nd civi. 
h:t.atioll ill the East, than the ge~eral fJovou, W11ich Or:etal 

studies have found in the e\e~ of our eountrvmcll; aad C8f-. .-... ". 
lain it is, that.many instances arc to be foftnd of promising 
talent for the puhlic scn'icc having deg;:nerated into mere 

• • pedantry from the-samc cause. Then, arc, ,ccordingly, aew 
.·Oriental scholars ill'Iridip wllO·tluve distingui3ed t~8elve8 . ." _. 
111 other branches of Icarnlllg or speculatlOtt, or wnl} -nave 

established a reput~j~f as men. of •. eDla'g~ views, ev~ on 
suujects conn.-ted tjelr pursultl. They mostly eVlnc/t"'. 

a sorf of Iitjrary pros Wm, and arrctFpitii only in up- . 
holding tht credit of thairr .~opteti lalth. Some brilli~t ex~ 
ceptions t~ undoubtedl' are, all~ perhaps no one shines 
more consp~ou8ly as luch than the writer already}~ei!rre&, 
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gieS are clogged.p and "which sits line At incubus 
I I ( , 
upon lfotp their'inental and phyS'lcal powers. A 
fnmrlerge of the English largu~e wl9Uld. in this 
sens~. conduce both to the mil~ai' and physical ad­
vant~:ge.- of the ,natives, a'nd ~~,~ld shortly render 

... ,', 

to in the rote; owing, probably, to his active employmeut 

an~, varied occut>at,.)U~ having so absorbed his attention, al' 

to have prevented hiR penetrating too deeply into the wilder, 
"" (~ J 

ness of Eastern lore. But this pre-eminence, 'as It is highly 

honourable to him as a man of talent, only rernit!Ts it the 
more to be regretted, that he should have expressed opinions 

&0 adV!!fSe to the genefal improvemeut of the ,.atives of In­

dill, !\mT"so little in accordance with" that spi;it which might 

be expected from a~ independent Britou, who owed his OWIl 

early rise to tl~e d\Jlplay of considerable ability, and to the' 

~e\tion of a flimkut's, aud up. ig'htM'SS of character, 1I0t only 

lllghly eredlta\jl~ to himsPlf, :)ut capable of producing the best 

effects upon the condition of t.hose WllO, marC' perhaps than 
~'- ,...J 

an~ ',ace OIl earth, neeu. thc advocacy or eommandmg;' talent, 

in uni~on with powerful infiu(,llce. \Vhat was saiu hy lJ 
c' .. 

French writ.er, ot the convcr"ioll of Ahubekr.e by Mahvmet, 
may, with a little alteration, be applied to Sir John Malcolm., 

" 'Yhel; n man ,?f (\ollsefJuelll'e f,lUS into u!i' error, the conta­

gion spr( 'ld~ ~lTh rapidity. ;.. he vulgar Ilppl-eciate the vulue! . . . ~ 
ot 1>. ... (!Iri.nion ;l_'Nrdiui!.' tll the i~:ea which tlley form of the 

merit of those who \.:Il\brace it: amI. ~~le'V imagltle, that where " -" :he head is ~ouhd, thedl'eart canll~t ei[~ Bllt whether t.hc 
opiniolls whic.1t tl:;~lt writcr ha,. lat~I-;t'ut forth on ths suh-

I I .. ~, ~ It 

Ject '~f a maximum taxlttior- on 'j~nq. the neec",it; for abso-
lute g~vernment, and th" slavery l.,f the press ill India, pro­

:{~ed .. fr!>m llis head or his heart, th~ are eqllttl'y~ to be re­

grett.e4 ' 
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them nt to taJ{~a .share in .cond41in,;\!le jtflau'S 
of the country, ~ich their ·~tter ign~ra\ci DOW 

affords an excuse ~ depriving them of. JllI-". tion would no!. on!j'enge:pder new tastes and w 
wants, but confer' thtl means of grnti.n~ t • 

A thousand channels of Industry would be "pened. 
ind doubtless new forms of in\re~tror. would '-e 
"bodied fOl"th," which it is imposs\ble, under J'I~-' 
sent cirtuillitances, to foretell; for, as there are 
stars, the light of which astronomers tell us has 
lIot even yet?had ti",!e to reach. the sphere~ich 
we inhabit, so thc;re are combin~tioIlS of thought 
i\1 the fertile mind of man which it is hardly 1'0),;-

" 

sibl; to imagine. In pro~ortion 1ft; the genius ~f 
the natives was called fort~ the incr~ed inte;' 
course with 11/ul'Opeitns, which woul;! te tPle direct 
consequence of their newly~acl}Uired.inteilt1edt.; 
wou41 l'lcvate tlVir moral character, and illlbu,r 
them witi} a ·spirit which could nor but be 'fa­
\'ourable to ,the p;opagatiou of the'religion of the 
l'-.ospe} amongst them. It~ould, inde""', ?t1,doir~g 
~ . . . '~ 
no less injustice to the purity of that rw.igio"" t'-tP 
to the dignity "~f.nan n~ture, jf, suppose that 
any thing bttt u ~or:n;c \:ouIJ retain the 
native~ of tfndia in • goss sy~m ~ffftolhtry by 

• .' t, ... ,I which they are now ~ebasea.; ,and the evilent 
feeling ot :Jhame thqt is perceptible in th~ c~: 
nance of every native abbve the ordinary ~.jmp, 
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when,th~cereli'.onials. of his re~j 'JIl are Spobm «' 
in his.p/-esence, should 'be hai as ;, good OlIlen 

O~f I;hl u~timate effect. wRi~lt'; ,diffusion ~ know. 
Ie ie will produce. It,}s 'eftS)' tQ, conceIve how 
t rotst t o'ift~ genius, w~rn' standiag alone. and 
unsupported amidst a priest~ridden population, . " ~. 

aftd having none out repulsive and haughty Euro. 
}kilns, in high (official stations, to resort to, will 

cling to the errOl'S of the religion in w.h!«!n he was 
brought up, even in spite of his better reason; but 
wh&'l ...... the "numbet' of those with whdtn he can in, 
dulge in a community of thong-ht is increased, 
there will be 110 longer a~y such reason for COIl­

~alment; ~nd 'conversi(l;n* wiII ra~idly proceed, as 
~.1- ~. • 

,. The ~ang,l r uf eXCiting insurrec;tion on the score of reli .. 
'\ " 

Irion, rhf';rE' we are so vasjly outnumbered It, our native suI:>, 
P (.. l. -

iJ~ts, and of nUlling' oppositton on the ouly }Joint on which 

our ~lative army is likely to make COU1i"WI1 cause aga,iu:>t us 

witil their teUJw-collntry'mcn, is too ob"".JS t~ be insisted 

on: it is imp0ss.itile, therefore, not to agree with Sir John 
Malcolm (1'01. R18t. vol. ii 'po 265.) in'''his general reason· 

ing on 'thi!> ~~hject; but w\~en he, a~serts 'that the progrJ&I 
o~(-\':e "'Britis~\ was accelerated by their adoption of this prin­

ciple. and th~t o~ the. P0rtuguese~nf vrench impeded by' 

nf'glecting it, 'nett.htl! history no{J, r~~,n wi!.'j bear him Ollt. 

If the Port 'lgGc8e ~ad surr?lllI~ their settlements and 
to~' '; willi native Cbn:.tians, tt.e~ would at least have been 
certain of the allegiance of tH'eir subjects; apd their fall 

'-otlt han been retarded, instead t..f hastened, i~ proportion 
,0 tlr P number of adherents which religion had procureR 
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it always shoull1 d.o. by th~ ~~f l~' and 
reflection :...-.!~on ~t religio.1z;" CQgere 1't'li~N­
but example IlDd ~t'Xlltion N'e at all timei~­
mate means of"pr~~mg conviction. 
~ith the -slen~er. tpeans, howcV-er ... ~'f1t 

at the disposal of Gov~r~hrcnt, it is unr8tftonable 

t.o expect that any decisive iml'I'O~;ment, of tlie. 
kind alll\det'l to, will he effected. In Calcutta,tt~1 
success C:"l~veral public and private esta!llish-

them. They would, in short, havc been less dependent Oil 

Europe for i'ec~lI.iting the~r strength. It was, hOWI'V';;>, the 
decline of their POWi~ and influence in j.~Ur<IPt" and th\! con­
s~{ucnt want of support'frr)m tlw mother·~~ml!ltry, added to 
the dt:tive and persevcriug hostility of the 'PHtch, that. OCCl\-

) . 
siollcd their dowafall in the East; Hlld thes!>' eau~es wel~~ .,. ,~. 

quite sui!irt:nt, Ilotwitl.jtanding (he assisttit:~ wpich tljfy 
'ight have d~d from a Christlu popu)ati04, ey,ell \lfa~' it 
been as numerous as the writf,![ "Y0uldopersua1c u's. In hILe' 

mann6V, the French ~re overmatched by the Ellglish.kevincf.o 
been enable\ in-consequence of their possiJlsing' the COOl­
lIIand of the ocean, to intercept all .llppli@~ ir. time of war :' 
and in COnile(rll~nce'!\oo, of th~ growing ·w .. ~th and ina. • 
.l1Ie with the nativel gif,ing:t. political U1cendlllcy at 

tfe lIeveral n~tive courts. lteligil]nohad /10 inluenetrii! ba 
case; and if, itl th_ tjn~of Dupleix and !ally, the religioull 

feebu~ofthe lVAham'.~ai' Il.nd'-li:d's'!crf outmged, tile 
biatorl~n, in .tder to de~'Fltrate the t,uh ~fJli~ition, 
(jh~uld have 'given U8 sorl3e 'P~oof; c.,f·positiV: iQjury t-1!.e 

.. ~.' .. ~rencb inte«letll from the duse. It III, ;ndeed, 80 little cer· 

tain that tb~' Jtlohammedw8 w()uld evince any IDtrre~\ilt..~ 
~ofellsed intention to convert the Hindoos by pries"'), Qr, 


