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every opposition, spread carnage and desolation over.gue
nauon after another, down to the very shores of Guwmt

I'rom the period of these invasions, which oceurred hesr

the year of Christ 1000, we may trace the gradual subjuga-
tion of one portion of India after another, to the yoke of
the Mussulman Empegors, till Aurungzebe, the most power-
ful, and perhapa the most tyrannical and oppressive of all
these conquering despots, finally, towards the year 1700,
extended his actual sway oyer®most part of the country,
from north to south—and rendered even those petty states.
which he spared, the mere dependants on his favour
and protection. Accordmg to the course observed by hlS
predecessors, he appointed over numerous wide districts
. masters who, in his name and as s deputies, ruled the
people at discretion—and whom he vaialy hoped would be
kept in subordination and obedience to his own supreme
authority, and that of Ins successors. Theso inferior mas.
ters, again, parcelled out portions of the territories con-
signed to their government to their own subordinates,
who in the same manmer wer® empowered to rule by
no other law than their own arbitfary will. Thus the
people of India were prostrated beneath a hundred petty
tyrants, most of whom derived their origin from foreign
lands. They all governed upon the same principal pohicy,
that of draining from the common to1l of their subjects those
resources which should maintain themselves in luxury-and
splendour and at the same time furnish them with the
means of engaging in revolts against their immediate
superiors.

Throughout the progregs of those seven centuries, down
to the mgn of Aurungzebe, during which the Mussulwan
mvadeps continued with various fortunes to push their con-
quosts in India, such had been the character of their sway,
and such the condition of the subjected people. They were
often opposed, with more or less permanent success, by the
ancient Na‘ive states. The snpreme aunthority of the Em-
peror, and the limits of his actusl“dominions, were often
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reduced to narrow bounds, by the incursions of new foreign
invaders, or by the successful rebellion of powerfal subjects.
No sooner had one great sovereign estabhshed by his ic-
tories, or his talents for government, an exténsive and well
united dominion, than his death followed by domestic dis-
sensions, and violent competitions .fm' his thromne, again
threw the whole empire into confusion. The chief officers
of the government separated themselves into factions, each
headed by a competitor fo# the suprome power. The party
.eventually prevailing in the struggle, usually owed his success
tobloody battles, spoliations, and extortion. Amidst such
scenes national industry,theoffspring of nationalsecurity, and
only parent of national wealth, can never thrive. It is truc,
_indeed, that the well-ordered governments of able and power-
ful monarchs would sometimes create seasons of repose, and
with them the return of confidence, and a corresponding in-
crease of tho general prosperity. Bat such seasons were but
temporary, and usually short, bécause not based on any set-
tled plan of power, which alone can impart firmness and per-
menency to political instit®tions. It is true that vast riches
ant.i resources would be sometimes accumulated in the coffers
of the rulers, and sometimes be expended in the construction
of magnificent bwldings, or in maintaining the splendour
and luxury of a royal palace. DBut these are no proofs
either of the political strcngth of a people, or of their kappi-
ness. Such wealth may be the fruits of the forced labour
of those who can retain little for themselves. Such struc-
tures may be the work of groaning slaves. We must judgo
of the power and the prosperity of a nation—not merely
from the personal grandeur of its ruler, or the stupendous
monuments he may build—but from the general diffusion of
wealth, and the enjoyments of life among the balk of the
people, the security of property, the attachment of the in-
fluential men to the form of government under which tl'ley
live, and their sense of its benefits; and above all, on 4he
spread of education and usefdl knowledge.

From the death of Aurungzebe, in the year 1707, we may



184 SURVEY OF THE NATIVE sTATES, &c.

date the gradual decay and dismemberment of the Empire
of the Moguls. By the year 1749 (when the cpreer of
Enghsh Conquest began) the aunthority of the reignmng Em.-
peror was little more than nominal over the greater part of
India: and by the year 1770 he had become a mere tool at
the disposal of one or other of the various contending states
of India ; till at length, through the subsequex’lt conquests of
the English, all his real authority as a ruler sunk, and was
extinguished for ever. The pominal title, however, is still
c'aimed by a descendant of the family,* though no longer de-
ferred to by the actual successor to the imperial power—the
Governor-General of India. The feeble-minded descendants
of Aurungzebe, involved m perpetual contests for m&stery
over each other, could no longer control the ambition of
their subordinate chiefs, who seized om every such occa-
sion of weakness and dissension to assert, and secure, their
own indépendence. More concerned in seeking assistance
from them than in pumshing their rebellion, the competi-
tors for the impemnal throne were obhged to connive at that
disregard of their authority, whicn they felt it impossible to
prevent. Amidst these struggles for dominion, this disunion
among the revolted rulers, and this breaking up of the Mus-
sulman Empire into separate states, those Hindoo nations
which had never been actually, or only partially, subdued,
found opportunities of rearing other distinet sovereignties,
and of claiming their own share in the general scramble
for territory.

The most conspicuous among these Native powers was
that of the confederated Mahrattas. It is beyond the scope
of this discourse to record the history of their origin and
extensive conquests. But'it 1s material to notico that the
associated nation, more than any other body of people, con-
tributed to the downfall of the imperial power -of the Moguls,
by a long series of successful invasions. Lake the Mussul-
ms a2 Empire, however, which that of the Mahrattas at one
time almost equalled in extent, this new state was soon

i -
* The title ceased in 1857, a result of the o« anection of the then titular
King of Dellu #ith the Bengal mutineers.—Ed.
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destined to fall asunder from the same unfailing chuses.
Without any settled system of government, it never could
be held together in union and obedience. Every vacancgof
the supreme rulership led to intestine war. Every commander
of an army aimed at,"and often succeeded in, establishing a
govereignty for himself. At the period when the English
Company first® entered into the list & Indian powers, the
Mahratta confederacy was already composed of several inde-
pendent states, agknowledging only a nominal master in tho
person of the Peishwah at Poonah. And, although these
nations once more united their arms to oppose an Affghan
wmvader, they on that occasion, in the year 1760, at Paniput
near Delh, sustained a defcat, the most memorable in the
-annals’ of history for the dreadful amount of slaughter
From that blow they never wholly recovered; but remain-
ing split into soveral separate states, each in 1ts turn had
to sustain individually the shock of the approaching contest
with the English.

Such, then, was t]*e posfure of the various political pow-
ers of India, at the dawn of those cvents which ended in
the foundation of the British Empire in tho east. Rivals
in ambition, rivals in interest, vevengers of past oppressions,
or claimants of lost authority, cach state regarded its
neighbour as an immegiate or a probable enemy. The
ruler of each nation having, in most instances, attained to
dominion either by domestic bloodshed, or by rebellion,
made 1t his first care to secure himself agamnst the opposition
of his own subjects, and his next to aggrandize his original
dominions by the overthrow of surroundmg countrics. The
security of his own government, based on no fixed laws,
but solely upon arbitrary will, conld only be maintained by
enforcing the principle of all absolute governments—nagpe-
ly, a fear calculated to produce nmiversal and instant obe-

" dience. The power of such rulers over their own subje®s,
and-their strength to resist or attack other states, depended

entirely on the amoun} of the labour and servicesmof those
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subjocts which they oould engross for their own objecta, ar
on the amount of wealth they could awass, throngh which
such labour and services, or those of others, were t0 be
purchased. ®either did they scruple to avail themselves
of any foreign assistance which chance or intrigues enabled
them to procure. «When a state happens through these or
other means to have @cquired a proponderating power and
extent of territory, resources of this nature may ensure
a temporary period of internal guiet, or of successful con-
quest. But such a course §f governmentis neverthelesy,
w itself, tho sourco of national weakness. The people
having no cause for attachment to their government, im-
poverished by its exactions, and harassed by contindal
strife, are always ready to fall off; and seek the protection
of new masters under whom they may hope to enjoy more
repose, and better security in their possessions. As tho
whole authority of thoe state rests in the hands of one man,
tho overthrow of that onesman, and generally his defoat in
nne battle, decides the fate of the nation. The assistance
of foreign powers can only be purchased by concessions,
which are calculated to raise an hurible ally into a supe-
mor adversary. These sources of weakness bring on the
gradual decay and dismemberment of the mightiest Empire.
But when an extensive country has already become divided
inlo a great number of petty states, all labouring under the
same defective course of governme'ht, their mutual weakness
+s likely, in the imdst of perpetunal and common disturbances,
to keep them all down to the same political level, till some
new power, stronger than any one of them singly, shall
become a competitor for general dominion.

{I, therefore, the nations of India had been lef to them-
selves after this period of their fortunes, thero is every pro-
bability that they would long have romained in the same
condition. Having regard to the subwmissive habits of the
pople—the many ages of servitudo in which they had ac-
quesced,either under foreign masters or adventurons nsurp-
ecs—and to the absolute natare of tixeir government—-there
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i no good reazon for supposing that the internal strength of
any one of them was soon destined to improve by any dur-
able augmentation of the national wealth, or by greater
bility of the governments established. 'The Mahratta
states, which had become the maost powerful, directed their
offorts more to the plunder, than to, the permanent con-
quest, of other territories, or the good mansgement of their
own. The Mussulman powers, sometimes banded against
one another, and sometime¥ aganst their common foes--
the Mahrattas—each with difficulty preserved its own inde-
pendent existence, and continued to govern by the same
system which had failed to form a steadfast and united Em
pire in the course of eight genturies of changeful domination.
The other states of India, either leaning vwpon each other
for their common safety, or rendering themselves subos-
dinate and tributary, first to one, and then to another, of their
more potent neighbours, as each ip turn was considered best
capable of affording protection, maintained their own posi-
tion by thus adjusting, through their own weight, the balance
of power between hosile nations. Those countries border-
ing on India, which formerly sent forth the armies by which
1t was so often devastated, and finally for the most part sub-
dued, had themselves become weakened by continual wars
and convulsions But, whatever may have bLeen, soon or
late, the political state of India, had these nations of the
Fast beén left to themselves, of this we may be certain—that
none of the existing forms of government nor any change
which conquests among one another could produce, would
ever raise the country from that condition which I have en-
deavoured to portray. Such as hgd been the state of the
people from their earliest history under the same forms”of
government, and under the yoke of conquerors who introe
duoed no better, such it is reasunable te conclude would at
have continned.

These conjectures upon the probable fate of lnalia, n the
sbsexnce of any interferemce by European powers, may serve
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to reconcile its people to those politieal vicissitudes which it
1s the destiny of all the nations of the earth to undergo,
and especially to such change as should itroduee a settled
scheme of govérnment, hberal mstitutions, emd the blessings
of internal peace but there can be no useful purpose in fur-
ther dwelling upots them. The time had arrived when
circumstanced as the Shole country was, 16 fnust of neces-
sity have become subject to one or other of the foreign
contending states, which ha'q. guned a firm footing on
its soil.



SECTION VI.

Of the Pragrisswe Conquests of Il gpeain Nulions i
Indwa, and the jjudls.

The Portuguest, and afferathem the Dateh, had, as we
have seen, for a long series of ycars kept np a forundable
registance to the earbcst attempts of the Englsh to parti-
cipate m the trade with India, which they had engrossed to
themselves. If through,that navsl strength, which both
these nations n thewr contests with cach other were com-
pelled to mamtain—through the vast capital they employed
m ths profitable trade—through thar numerous and con-
siderable territorial possessions—and through that influence
which all these advantages combined gave them amongst
the Native states—either of these Earopean powers had
beep enabled to crusk the carly efforts of the infant English
Company to establish their position in India, 1t 15 1mpossible
to assign limits to thewr probable progress towards Eastern
dominion. That these resources werc sufficient to raise each
of these two nations to the rank of an independent power
among the states of Indga, 15 no unreasonable presumption
The superiority of thewr arts and aims, and the strenuous
support of ther governments in Europe, were calculated to
extend and strengthen their further acquisitions. But these
were nations altogether unequal to cope with the might of
England. Ther advance was at once cut off as soon as
pohitical superiority became the colnmon cause of the Enghsh
Company, and also of 1ts goyermment. *In the meantime a
far ‘more powerful competitor for the Indian sceptre than
either the Portuguese or the Dutch stept mto the field.

This was the French nation. France and England, the
two most considerable nations in Europe, had atgthis period
(1746) detlared open war; and it was not long before these
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distabit regions of the East were destined to feel the effects
of their coutention. A Freach Company, in imitation of
that of England, had with s similar view to trade possessed
itself of sevetal settlements in India, all uuder the govern-
ment of a President and Council established ai the then
strongly fortified town of Pondicherry, They also held the
islands of the Maurifius and Bourbon in the Indian Sea,
from whence they were enabled to obtain easy supplies, and
even to fit out vessels of war upon emergencies. In the
year 1746, by a sudden attack, for which the English were,
unprepared, they had made themselves masters of Madras.
The Nabob of the Carnatic, whose assistance ths English
had in their extremity sought and obtained, sent his son
with an army of ten thousand men for the purpose of re-
capturing that fortress from the hands of the French. The
French marched out to meet them with a body of four
hundred European soldiers only. To the utter astonish-
ment of the opposing host' this small band of Frenchmen
gained a decisive victory ; and set the first example of the
vast proportionate superiority of Gisciplined European troops
over natives of less robust bodily fréme, and altogether
unversed in the art of war. The French nation now openly
aimed at political supremacy in India.

An ambition of so magnificent a character, deliberately
formed, and acted upon by a few individuals at the head of
scarce fifteen hundred of their countrymen—settled in the
midst of numerous Nutive states, the weakest of which counld
gather together an army of ten thousand men-—may seem
presumptuous beyond all bounds of reason. Nevertheless
the history of events will shew that at least temporary
suceess must have attendéd this gigantic scheme of cox-
quest but for the opposition ma}nta.ined by the English.

The interests of the French in India were at this period
presided over by a succession of the most able men that
ever served a nogligent and ungrateful country. By the
overthrow pf the English at Madras, and by the discomnfi-
ture of the forces of the Nabob of tlfo Carnatic, the French
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foynd themselves relieved from the immediate pressire o
any enepy, and in possession of a territory inhabited by a
considerable and industrious population. Additional forBes,
both naval and military, arrived—and their strength was
still farther augmented by the formation of several com-
panies of Sepoys, whom the French wete the first to train
according to the European rules of ‘cliscip!ine. They now
commenced strenuously, and with confidence, the apparently
easy task of wrasting ‘from the English the slender hold
avhich, after the loss of Madras, they had upon any portion
of the Carnatic. At the same time they formed alliances,
as well with a formidable competitor for the Nabobship of
the Carnatic, as with a still more powerful Prince, a claimant
for the Subadarship of the Deccan itself (of which the
Uarnatic was bat one of the dependencies)—and they soon
discovered that the might of their assistance decided the
possession of both the onc throne and the other. In the
progress of these distractions, ‘and of the bloody contests
they produced, the French gained such an ascendancy as
enabled them to set yp and destroy one ruler after another,
as 1t suited their objects of increasing their own power: till
at length, in a grateful mood, one of the rival Subadars of the
Deccan, who owed ks elovation entirely to their interfer-
ence, constituted the French Governor chief of all the coun-
tries on the coast of Coromandel from the Kistna to Cape
Comorin, and appointed tho Nabob of the Carnatic to be
s deputy. Whle the French were~thus becoming mas-
ters of a wide tract of country, and sovereign controllers
of the affairs of the whole Deccan, they were also gaining
ground and strengthening their position in Bengal. It was
said without much appearance of exaggeration, that .the
Kmperor at Delhi would soon tremble at*their name.

But all these grand designs were destined shortly to de
frustrated, and the French influence in India extingunished
for ever by the victorious successes of the English. It wal
not, however, appear foreign to the subject of thig discourse
if T cast & cursory glacle at what wounld probably have been



142 PROGRESSIVE CONQUESTS OF EUROEEAN WATIONS; &C.

the &vontual fate of India, had any other European natio
but England attained that supreme power which was once
so hearly within the grasp of the French.

‘Phe Portuguese nation, one of the very feeblest of the
European powers, unable to subsist at all but by the pro-
tection of more powe“ful allies, and often on the very verge
of destruction by foreign enemies, it is certain could never
have retained but for & few years their hold upon such an
Empire, which chance might Hhve placed under their go-
vernment, The Duteh, who with difficulty attained the
rank of an independent state in Kurope, were themselves
afterwards subjugated by the arms of the French. The
French, after a series of wars which deluged all Europe in
blood, were twice utterly overthrown, and received their
political destinies ab the will of their conquerors.

It is obvious, therefore, that had it been the fortune of
either of these nations tochave attained dominion over In-
dia, new wars and struggles must have devastated the coun-
try. After another age of national misery, tranquillity might
have been restored, and a new era of prosperity have begur,
by the firm foundation of such an Empire as the English
have now established, or on the other hand, the country might
have been resigned again to that state of universal disunion
and misgovernment which from ancient times had prevailed.



SECTION VI

Of the Means and Resowices of ihe Dast India Company
Jor the conquest of Indua,

1t was ab this erisis of the highest pohitical fortunes of
the French, that the Enghsh Company—first, n compul-
sory resistunco of attacks which threatened their utter ruin
and expulsion from Indid, and afterwards from tho force of
cirenmstances—Dbegan in the year of Chmst 1749 to engago
openly n that contest for territorial dommion which ended
in their settled supremacy. Iaving surveyed the posture
of tho varions Natiwve slates, and the feeble condition or de-
pendency to which most of them were reduced and the qual-
ity as well as extent, of #hat power and influence whick
the French had built up—Ilet us turn to examine what wero
the means and resources which supported the Company
through the arduous carcer upon which they were about to
enter.

From the year 1698, {ho date of that Charter, the provi-
sions of which I have m a general way already rehearsed, to
the period which T am now alluding toy no addition had been
made, either by the legislature or by any Royal grant, to tho
powers and privileges of the Company, nor any alteration
m those alrcady conferred. The Government of England
was content with renewing from®timo to time thoir Charter
rights for further terms of years; providihg at tho same timo
for the more sccurc cnjoyment of their exclusive trade.
The King interfercd by his own Prerogative no farther than
by regulating the courso of administering judtice at “ho
threc Presidencics, wiich were now those of Madras, Bom-
bay and Calcutia. As treaty of peace, howeve$, ha,qmbee.n
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arrai:ged in 1749 in Europe between France and England,
un 1c; one of the stipulations of which Madras was restorod
t, the Enghsh Cowmpany.

In the meantime the Company had, by their own previous
negotiations with the Native powers, obtainod no less than
thirty-seven towns® m the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and
added three villages %o their possessions dt Madras. At
each of these scttlements they maintained a garrison of about
300 European soldiers ; and it ¢y be presumed that no less
a force was kept up at some other siations. At Cuddalore,
including the adjacent fortified town called Fort Saint
David, they had acquired a territory still more extensive
and populous than their settlement of Madras. Their cap-
ital stock rubscribed by the Proprietors amounted to near,
three mullions sterling, as we have seen—and, such was
the prosperous coursc of their trade, that they not only wero
ablo to pay annually dividends to the amount of cight per
cent. to the Proprietors of stock, but they had eredit to ber-
row no less a sum than six millions sterling, on which they
paid regular annual interest.  Wath t.l'us command of money
they bad in aleng coursc of years crected numerous and
strong fnrhﬁcatmns, and supplied them with extensive war-
like stores ; they had maintamned, and continued to enlist in
their service, bodies of Finglish troops and naval armaments ;
and they had increased thar territory from time to time by
purchases, until from ther landed’ possessions alone, they
derived a revenuc large enough to sustain the expenses of
administering a local government, which will be shewn to
have been at this period of no inconsiderable importance.

The population of the English scttloment of Madras,
amounted at this time to about 250,000 souls. That at

Cuddalore could not be reckoned at less : and, besides theso
settlemonts, the several others ‘under the Madras Presidon-
cy may be presumed to lave contained many thousands.
Tk population under the govermmnent of tho Bengal Presi-
dency, a morc fertile, and a more cxtensive district than
that of Madras, would surely surpas. the number we have
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assigned to the latter Presidency. The Tsland of Bonfbay,
together swith the adjacent 1sland of Salsette, has never been
supposed to contain a less population than 300,000 ; and4he
English settlements at Surat and at other placés on the wost«
ern coast, would contribute materially to swell tho whole
amount of the N ative subjects of the C‘om'pany They might
probably be reckoned at between ofte million and fifteen
hundred thousand souls.

The power of tBe Compahy by sea had come to be of the
most formidable character. In their first contests with the
French, and beforg a step had been taken m hostility with
the Native states, no less than from fiftcen to seventeen
vessels of war, some of them of the largest class, besides
cleven vessels for the transport of troops, appeared at ono
time in the Indian seas. Some of these vessels, with their
officers and crew, were in the regular pay of tho Cowpany ;
some wero supplied by the King with & view to tho glory
of the nation und victory over its principal foe. Such a
force was alone sufficient, jf well conducted, to sweep the
veean of evory antag®mist, and to pour the tide of conguest
upon any state in India 1t night atfack.

Bui all the resources which the Company conld comnmand,
sunk 1 1mportance when compared with that constant and
resolute support which the government of England was 1t-
self invariably ready to *furnish i o cause which was secn
g0 much to coucern the national mtercyts. It was no longer
the cause of a tradimg Company sirugghng for profits,
which were more or less to envich two or three thousand
Britash subjects. The question of pursuing the Enghsh con-
quests m India was one which was to decido whether Eng-
land should become one of tho, greatcst Fnpires va ‘the
earth, or whether 1t was to j%cJd in pobitical power 1o some
other nation, even at the possit'a loss of its own indeped-
euce. From the beginning, therefore, of these vast confgn-
tiong to their close, ths Royal armny of England contiuued, 8s
occasion demanded, to gend forth its warriors. “ # see,” said
the tyrant of Mysore,  those who are before me, and I
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« fogr them mnot : it is that power which I cannot see of
“ which I stand in awe.” The daring cxploits performed
by\he great generals and otficers of the Company rendered
it unnecessary that the military might of England should
have been more than very partially put forth : but the con-
sciousness of their' country’s cause, and not that of private
individuals merely, nerved the soldicr’s arm, and inspired
the statesman’s deliberations, with angmented encrgy.  The
Company strove for theinselves; Wut it was us representatives
also of the English nation, and with a nation’s strength.

Such were the means with which the Company comment-
ed their contest for dominion in India. They were the
means, not of a body of merchantsy hut of a powerfu' and
populous colony, firmly settled, ard politically governcd as
a nation. The rulers over in were wealthy in themselves,
but wealthicr in the finaneial support of their government.
Their means were not easily to be exhaunsted by reverses;
and they were necessarily iicreased by <uccess. Their
power was not like that of the It ench Company, who were
feebly sustamed by their own Government, and had bnt
little capital to fall back upon. The power of the French,
therefore, as it was originally founded upon intrigues with
the Native slates, so also did its progress depend chiefly on
personal influence, and not on any subsiantial political
strength. Ty could be no mateliin the long run for an
enterprising aad perseyering enemy like the English ; though
it soon becawme obvious that supremacy in India would be
decided by the superiority of ono or the other of these two
nations,

During thoso ﬁrst groal' successes of the Frensh which I
have noticed, the Government ,of Madras was occupicd in
gaining somo small aceession t.o their territories. But the
overwhelming authority with whick tHe Subahdar of the Dee-
cayt nad invested tho French Government at once revealed
to the C">mpany that either their own extinction, or tha’ of
the French, as a political power in Inklia, had now to he de-
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termined by the sword, In this conviction the Company
first began to strengthen themselves by espousing the claim
of another competitor for the throne of the g)a-matic, ho,
besides the possession of the fort of Trichinopoly, maintained
a considerable army in the field. Theprice of this alli-
ance was a grant by tho rival Nabub.tro'the English Com-
pany of the J :Lg.hire of Madras. The French, somewhat in-
ferior in Kuropean forces, acted with a far superior Native
army, under the banners othgir own Nabob. The contest
was nominally between these two Princes, but in reality be-
ween the two European states. After a war of five years’
duration, in the course of which many havd battles were
fought, and somo of the most astonishing feats of bravery
were displayed that ever adorned the wilitary annals of a
nation, all the objects of the French ended in defeat. Their
Nabob was made captive and slain. The authority of his
rival was permanently established. The possessions of the
Company, with the addition of the recently granted Jaghire,
where confirmed. Those of the French were reduced within
their, original limits :eand the predominating influence of
tho Fnglish prevailed over the whole extent of India, south
of the Krishua.

A far more extensivo scene of conquest now opened to
the enterprise of the Company. Their settlements in Bengal
were wantonly invaded by the Subahdar of the provinces of
DBengal, Behar, and Orissa, to whose iminediate government
these seftlements were politically subordinate. 1lis sole
motive was his rapacity ; but his barbarous cruelty threw all
other atrocity into the shade. Calcutta was stormed,
and given up to plunder—and 914G defonceless English
prisoners were on the evening. of the® assanlt shut up
in a small dungeon, and, befofo morning, all bat 23 expired
of suffocation, the necessary cosequence of this inhuman
treabment. But this memorable murder of tho Blacl: I
.of Caleutta, was the cause of still more momorable re-
sults. The just vengegnce of the English in thdia was
roused, They colleetcd all their forces unfler Clive,
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the most daring soldier and the ablest genorslof his age.
They gave battle, with 900 Eunropeans and 2,200 Nativo
tro?ips, to the host of the Subahdar, amouuting to near
70,000 men, and in the famous plain of Plassy utterly rout-
ed this mighty army. Tho consequences of such defeat
were the dethronement and death of this Prince, and the
eventual reduction of his dominions under the English sway.

As will be presnmed, this vast accession of power, toge-
ther with the treasures whida tﬁoreby fell to the disposal
of the Company, soon led to the destruction of the rival
authority of the T'rench. With such means as they still
possessed—aided by the co-operation of some Native stabes
over whom they still had mfluence, and directed by the
talents of many very able men—they protracted the vited
contest through & constant warfare of four years aftor the
victory of Plassy. Buta series of bloody defeats ended
in the siege and capture of Pondicherry, the seat of their
government, and their lust stronghold in India. Trom
this final discomfiture in 1761, *hey never recovered; and
the English Company were thereaftcy left to pnrsuo their
fortunes m India, free from all armed intercruption, or the
apprehension of 1t, by any forcign nation.

We have now traced the history and progress of the
East India Company from its first, formation to the period
when 1t had acquired the consistency and rank of one of
the most powerful atd influential among the Fastern states.
The limited object of this portion of my discourse being
but to shew tho capacify of tlis extraordinary political
body to constrnct that vast Empire now under its settled
Gove'mmentﬁanr% which capacity the gradual acquisition
of the position they had now attaned, by the course T have
aftempted to cxplain, will rationally account for—1 shall
here close that discussion which moro properly befits the
Historian. Yor sixty more years the Company and its
Governments were engaged in extensive warfare with Native
powers: ‘b]J.t 1t is thewr boast that throughout these conten-
tions they have never beep the aggressors; that they have
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never made war for the sake of unrighteous conquests Jthat
they have never broken the faith of treaties. If, under that
pmvxdence by whose control Empires rlse and 4all,
flourish and dccay, this wide country has in the course
of, so many vicissitudes been at length subjected to
English Government, that Gover nmerft. has mnever lost
sight of the patamount duty of governing for the benefi
of the people. It was no idle spirit of display whick
induced the Houge of Corsmgus, after a laborious investi-
gation of every detail in the conduct of the Indian Go-
vernments, to record their solemn testimony to * the
“‘unremitting anxicty that has influenced the efforts of
““those to whom the Government of our Indian possessions
“ has been consigned, to'cstablish a system of administra-
“ tion best calculated to promote the confidence and con-
“ ciliato the feelings of the Native inhabitants, not less by
““ a respect to their own institutions than by the endcavour
“ gradually to engraft upon thew such improvements as
““ might shield, under the safegnard of equal law, cvery

class of tho people, fronfthe oppressions of power, and

¢ communicate to them that scnse of protection and assur-
** ance of justice, which is the cfficient spring of all public
“ prosperity and happiness."

While through the lapse of 70 years, from the year 1719
to the year 1820, the Eaglish Empire of India was being
gained and consolidated, the legislature of England kept
pace with its progress by its enactinents for the better re-
gulation of the Company and of tho authority which it ex-
ercised. Up to thoe year 1773, the Company continued to
conduct its affairs upon the basis of the Charter of 1698, ‘as
it had done up to tho year 1749 when its garcer of conquf)stv
began. But,in the year 1773, ssregulating Statute introduced
many alterations of dotail both 1. the internal constitution of
the Company, and its method of governing the cxtensige
countries it had scquired. This act was followed by others—2
the chief of which were onc in 1784, first consfituting a
Board of Commissioners?{or the Affairs of India {commonly
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calle;d the Board of Gontml}--:and by throe move, usually de-
nomiunated Charter Aets, by which in the years 1793, 1831,
and 1833, the Government of India by the Fast fudia Com-
pany was delegated to that body for the respective periods
of 20 years by each act. All these acts, except the two
last, continued to the Company their exclusive privileges of
trade, but the act of 1813 first allowed a ffec and general
participation nit by the British public; and thelast act of 1833
abohished the mght of trade by the Kast India Company
altogether.

Such a revolation 1n the essential guality of the Company
may scem to require some cxplanation. It must bhe qb-
served that this body, from the tyme that it had become a
ruling power over a populous and extensive Empire, acted
i two capaciues, cach of which was in its nature tctally
distinet from the other. It was quite as competeut to the
British Parliament (and mdeed tins was at one time in its
contemplation) to have constituted another entircly new
Board of Governors to conduct the government of India, o3
to leave thul anthomty m the hands of a Company of wmer-
chants, who made 1t equally their business to carry on their
trade That this government was still continued m the
hands of the Company was owing morely to considerations
of policy, and to a conviction that the success and justice of
its administration rendered that mecasure most expedient.
Tho same pelicy had suggested the continnance of the ex-
clusive privileges of trade, the expediency of which was sup-
ported on two grounds—first, that of contributing by tho
profits to the betier maintenance of their growing political
power ; secondly, that of oroventing a sudden influx of Eng-
lishmen, who with their frec legal rights and love of enter-
prise, might prcbably embarress anew and unsettled govern-
ment, and at tho samo time lead to tho oppression of the
Natives. But n 1813, when the English sway in India was
‘more firmly fixed—when cqual laws had begun to bo
regularly administered—and the Native people had becomo
more scnsible of the true advantades of tho British rule—
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these precautions were swept away with the most Hbnefi-
cial resujts to the public commerce of both countries. From
this period the trade of the Compeny, like the trading of
all Governments in competition with that "of the public,
not enly dwindled gradually away, but was proved to be car-
ried on at & manifest loss. The sboliton, therefore, of all
farther trading by the governing bddy was s relief to the
public, who gained consequently a greater sharc of the traffic.
It was also a fingncial bewefit to the Company 1self, and
@ disincumbrance of a branch f affars which detrimentally
interfered with their more important duties, as a Government.



SECTION VIII.

Of the Component Elembers of the East India Com-«
pany—the Proprictors of Stock*

—_—

We must now consider the East India Company as a body
temporarily orgamzed by the sovereign authorty of the
Enghsh nation, for the responsible government of an 1m-
meunse component portion of the whole nndivided Bmtish
Empire This poweiful body may be said to consist of the
Proprutors of India Stock—(who may be properly deemed
to constitute the aggregate Company)—the Direclors, who
being themselves Propmetors arc by delegation of the whole
mass appointed to manage and superintend its affairs, as
their Representatn es, and the Board of Control, which in
the name of the King's executive authority exercises an
appellate, and to some extent a directory, power of inter-
ference. The functions and duties of each of these bodies
are coprously detailed in the Acts to which I have referred.
Those of the Proprietors will occupy the remainder of this
discourse. Those of the Directors, and of the Board of
Control—who, together, constitute the supreme government
of India, acting throngh the Governors and Couneil at each
Presidency as their mmmsters—will form the subject of the
next

# Dwing to the changes introduced by the ““ Act for the betier Government
of India * passcd by Pafnament in August 1858, this Chapte:, Lke the fore.
going ones, has, 1 common with much f the remainder of the work, become
Hudtory 'The functions and powers of the Court of Directors, and the Board
of Control were withdrawn by the above mentoned Aot, and the direct
GpYernment, of all tho territories then m the possession of the Last India
Company was trangferred to Her Mgjesty The proprietors of East India
Stock have n¢'w no more shareen the Government of India, 1n respect of such
propriciorship, than the holders of any other sbook —Ed
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It will be convenient to consider of the qualificatioffs and
functiong of the Proprietors, asextracted from all the regu-
lating Charters and Statutes, under three heads—I1ste the

mode of their Lecoming Proprietors ; 2ndly) the course by
which they act; and 8rdly, the powers with which this
body is mvebted

I. The orzg:nal objects of the Company having been
purely bommm,ea? no restrictions were imposed on the capa-
city of overy person to purtbase shares in the commor stock,
and thereby to become a member of the Company as a
Proprietor. Although the altered character of the Company
might have warranted a change in the qualifications of its
members, yet, owing tq the very linited powers exercised
‘by the Proprietors at large, it has never been deemed re-
quisite to resort to any such mcasure. All persons whatever,
who are of the age of 21 years, whether foreigners or natural
born subjects of England, and without dlsbrnctwn of religion,
profession, or even sex, are competent to become Proprie-
tors by the purchase of g share or shares in the capital
stogk of the Company, which shares arc saleable and trans-
ferable like any other property. This stock, which, as we
have seen, was furmerly the capital on which dividends
were inade on profits of trade, 18 nuw ronverted into aright
to a certain amount of the surplus revenues of the Indian
Empire, after all expenses of its administration are defrayed.
At the end of the term of 20 yocars, for which period the go-
vernment of India is further entrustéd to the Company by
the last Charter Act of 1833, the Government of India may
finally become a portion of the general government of the
whole British Empire, and the stock of the Company, agrecd
to be reckoned at twelve millions st.er}‘ing, is to become o
charge on that general government. )

A Proprietor of shares to a less amount than 1009£,
though a member of the Company in some sense, is‘éwt.
clothed with any of the administrative powers of a Proprie.-
tor. If the owner of‘ 500£ stock, he may bqpresent at
the meetings (or General Cowrts as those meetings are



154 GENERAL COURTS OF PROPRIETOES OF BTOCE.

called) of Proprietors assembled for™'the transaction of
business, although he cannot vote. A Proprietor upder ther
ageof 21 years, to whom any amount of stock may have
devolved by inheritance, by boquest, or by marriage, can
exercise none of his functions as such, until he becomes of
that age. A Proprietor of 1000£ stock has one vote at all
elections to be made, 4nd upon all questions‘to be decided,
at the Courts of Proprictors: a Proprietor of 3000£ stock
has two votes : a Proprietor of G000£ has three votes:
and a Proprietor of 10,000£ has four votes. No Proprie~
tor can have more than four votes, whatever may be the
amount of stock held by him. With a view to the preven-
tion of combination to serve immediato occasions, no Pro-
prietor is allowed to vote, unless he has been truly and
really possessed of the requisite amount of stock for one
whole year ; except in the instances of such stock devolv-
ing by course of inheritance, or by bequest, or through
marriage.

IT.—All proceedings of the I’soprietors are transacted by
Gencral Courts ; at which the votes of a majority predont
decide; or at which a demand may be made by any nino
Proprictors of an adjournment for the purpose of taking
the personal votes of all duly gualified members who desire
to attend and vote,—whereupon the majority of votes so
taken decides

These general Courts are summoned by the Directors,
who may assemble them as often as they shall see cause,
and who must assemble them at least four times in each
year; namcly, one in thelmonth of December, another in
Match, another in June, and another in September Shonld
the Directors, or a majority of, them, fail in so summoning
ang of these Courts, any three Directors may call together
a Court in the next cnsuing month, And, further, any nine
of* the Proprietors holding 1000£ stock may require, by a

special depand, that a Court shall be summoned by the.
Directors within ten days,
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When any demand is regularly made for takind the
votes of, the Proprietors, generslly, on any question, or’
when any election is to be made, the method of givieg in
and recording votes is by what is termed the Bailot. By
that course each voter delivers in a paper containing his
simple assent or dissent to any measm’e proposed, or the
name of the ndidate or candidatds for whom he gives
his suffrage ; depositing the paper i one of several large
glasses. Certain, Directoms are appointed by the Court to
receive the votes into the glasses, and others to count out
the votes and report the resul. No balloting can com-
mence at any earher pemod than 24 hours after the ad-
journment of the Court for the purpose of a ballot being
taken ; nor can the ballot commence bofore noon, or be
closed before six o’clock of the same day. The Court be-
fore meparating adjourn to some day which it fixes as the
day for balloting. By the last Charter Act of 1833, Proprie«
tors are allowed to vote at Elecfions by their atfornies pro-
ducing a duly executed authority.

III.—The powers of the Proprictors are as follows : Ist.
"'hey furm the constituent body out of whom the managing
body, the Directors, are elected. As by the constitution
of the Court of Dircctors 'six of its members must vacate
their office every year, there must be an annual election,
which is appointed for the second Wednesday of April, at
which each Proprietor may give in his hst of names of
candidates not exceeding six. Every other vacancy, occur-
ring by death, retirement, or removal, must be filled up
within forty days after the vacancy declared ; and ten days
notice must be given by the Court of Dircctors of the day
appointed for the election. The Propri¢tors have also the
power of removing any Dirtetor from his office for just
cause.—2ud. The Court of Pruprictors is authorized to
make regulations (termed Bye-laws,) as well with a viewsto
the actual government of India, and of the Company’s
affairs generally, as witlya view to the course and Method of
conducting business by the Court of Directors, und to the
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prop%r demeanonr of the individual Directors in the exer-
cise of their offices, This power of making bye-laws would,

thenefore, on the face of it imply a supreme and practical,
authority in administering the affairs of the Company. In
reality, however, it has no such effect. In the ‘first
place it gives no wuthonty to make any regulation con-
trary to any provisiofl of a Statute ; and, fince almost all
the powers and authoritics exercised by the Company are
regulated by Statute, very little seope for discretionary legis-
lation by this privilege remafis. In the next place, these
Statutes, having not only placed the entire administration of
all matters relating tothe Ciwil or Military Government, or
to the Rerenne of India, in the Court of Directors, but hav-
ing alse forbidden the revocation,’suspension, or varying of
any of this Court’s orders relating to these subjects by any
general Court of Proprietors, theirpractical authority is there-
by almost nullified. And, lastly, so cumbrous n mode of
executing the functions of a government as this, of pro-
posing general laws, which would be sure to be opposed by
the whole influence of the Dirediors, 1f ained at the defeat
of their measures, would never becomo efficient, even if auy
Proprietors could be found tronblesome enough to attempt
it. Nevertheless, this legislative authonmty is not without
some practical and beneficial objects. By it the orderly
course of transacting the business of the general Courts is
provided ; and a considerable power 1s still thereby retained
in regard to the dispesal of any portion of the revenues of the
Company : insomuch that no sum beyond 600£ can at
any time be voted by the Court of Directors by way of gra-
tu1ty to any person, nor more than 200£ per annum by way of
pension, or salary of a new office, unless wath tho sanction of
two general Courts of Proprietors.—8rd. The Court of Pro-
prietors are ewpowered to take into their consideration all
néw proposed Statutes, affecting the interests ofthe Company,
anA to discuss the merits of such laws, and to offer in tho
name of the whole Company, as well to Parliament as to the
Court of Wirectors, the opinions resqlved on by the majority
of a Court.* In like manner, this Court is empowered to
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call for information on any topics connected with tHe ad-
ministrafion of affairs by the Court of Directors, and to pass
resolutions of censure or approbation upon their meas=zres,
or to suggest others; although not competent to enforce
the execution of the measures so suggested. With the
same view to the public expression of the opinion of the
body of Propri8tors on the mode of %dministration of the
Government by the Court of Directors, thet Court s re-
quired to lay before the General Courts of Proprietors an
annual account of the financ® of the Company. It isin
the exercise of this branch of their functions, and in the
didty of elections, that the General Court of Proprietors is
mbhinly engaged.

. Upon a review of all these powers and functions of the
body of Proprietors its true usefulness will appear to consist
in its constituting a fair, an enlightened, and at the same
time a popular, source of power, upon a gystem of repre-
sentation ; And in its supplymng a solemn check on the
conduct and measures pursued by those to whom the im-
portant oxecutive duties B governing the vast East India
Empire is entrusted.
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Of the Court of Directors, and Board of
Control.

Of the Qualifications of the, Individual Directors. Of
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Powers of the Court of Directors, Of the Board of
Control,



DISCOURSE 1IV.

Of the Court of Pirectors, and Board of
Control.

SECTION I

Of the qitalifications " Indwidual Duwrectors
I rrorose to treat of the constitution and quahty of
the Court of Directors undcr thiee several heads—First, the
qualifications of the Indwidual Duircctors, and the mode of
thewr election Seccond, the course in which they exercise
thew functions. Third, the powers with which the Court of
Direclors 1s mvested.

*

First. Every person, to be eligible as a Dircetor, must
be a Proprictor of stock to the amount of 2000£, at least.
This amount of the pecemary quahfication of a Director
wad first fixed by the Charter of 1698.

No Proprietors but such as are Finglish subjects can be
elected Directors. Every persun horn within any part of
the dominions of the Crown of England 1s by has birth-rght

0

* The “ Act for the better Government of India" which came into force
towards the end of 1858, abolished the Court@f Dircctors and Board of
Control, and transferred the powors of tho latter to a Secretary of State
for Inda At the same time a Couneil, consisting of fifteen members,
wag established and styled tho Council of Indwa Of the first members
composing ts Courcl, seven were clected by the Court of Directors from
amongst thewr own bedy, and the remaindet were appointed by Her Majesty
Vacancies happening from t.me to tirg amongsp such members of the
Council as are appomted by the Cingn arcffilled up by the Sovereign, while
every other vacancy 1s filled up by ti» ¢ouncil by election But ﬁ?e; at
least, of the members appointed by the Crown, and four, at least, of those
elertod must have served or remided m India for ten years at laasﬁn.;d
must not have left India more than ten years preceding the date of their
appoﬁmnant, and no person other than one eo gualified cengbe appointed
or elécted to fill any vacanc?®n the Council unless at the time g the ap.
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an Biglish subject - consequently, every Native born within
the terrtories of India under British Government 18 ehgible
as a Director, provided he 1s otherwise quahfied. So also
any foreigner may become entitled to all the 11ghts of an
KEnglishman, by being what 18 termed naturalized (that 18
having the nghts of a natural born subject conferred upon
Ium) by act of Parhanient. This quahhicatich of being an
Lnglish subject, 1s not 1equued w Propiwtors ; but the
Diyectors, bemng mvested with eafeusive politacal powers of
a national character, ought of viously to be under the obh-
gation of every public duty and feeling to uphold the national
mterests. ’

No person who has held office in India, and who shall
have been declared by the Court of Directors to have pecu-
wmary accounts unsettled with the Company, or agaimst whom
that Court shall have declaiced that a charge for msconduct

powtment or election, mne, at least, of the coutinumg members are perscns
#o qualified Each membcr holds lus office duimg good behiviour, but
may be removed from it upon an ad®iss of both IHouses of Parhament,
1 which no member of the Couneil can st or vote Lach member recerves
4 salary of £1000 per annum ‘

Under the direction of the Secrotary of State for India, who 18 President,
1 18 the duty of the Councl to conduct the business transacted m the
Umted Kingduw, 1 relation io the Government of India, but every order
or despatch seut to India must be signed by the Secrctary of State, and all
despatches from Guvernments m Indry must be addressed to lnm The
Becretary of State divides the Counell mto Commttes for the more con-
veulont transaction of buswess, dncets what depaitments shall be under
such Commuttees rospectively and genaally the maunc in which all such
business 18 to be transacted  He Las also the powcr to appoint any member
of the Councal to be Vice President, or to remuve lum after appomiment
Meetings of the Council are cousened and held when and as the Secretary
of State pleases, but one Mecting, at least must be held 1 overy week, and
all the powers of the Council may be exercised by such Meeting provided
there aie not less thau five memk 15 present

At any Mceting of the Councal + whuch the Secrctary of State 18 present,
if there be a difference of opinion on any qucst.on other than that of the
electinn of & member of Counul, or the expcunditure of revenue, the deter.
nuaation of the Secretary of State 18 final In case of an equahty of votee
at any Meeting of the Council the Secretary of State, if present, or, 1 his
abseuce, the presiding mew ber, has the castin, vote, and all Acts done
ot avy Mectng of the Council mn the absence of the Secretary of State,
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ag under consideration, is eligible to be a Director for the
term of $wo years after his return to England, unless thoso
accwunts be sooner settled, or such charge sooner deg'ded.

Every Director is required to take.an oath of office within
ten days after hus clection, befare certamn appointed anthori-
ties, otherwise his election becomes, v®d. The oath s of
an impressive .ch.'l.racter, and is to the following effect -

The Director swears to Ins being duly and truly quahfied
in respect to the amount J¥ s;ck owned by him : he swears
‘that, 1n case he 's in any way Mitcrested in any dealings, con-
tracts, or purchases, made Ly or with the Company, he will
record the same previous to the diseussron or the making ot
any freaty or negotiation upon any snbject, connected with
‘such dealings, and withdraw, without giving any vote - he
then proceeds to swear,  that he will not, directly or indi-
““ rectly, aceept or take any pergqmisite, emolument, fee, pre-
‘“ sent, or rgward, upon any account whatsoever (or any

except the clection of a member of the Council, must obtam the sancticn
of the Secrctary of Btaie, o s ﬁ\pmval m wrtng  In ease of a diffmence
of opmion on auy question deaded ab any Mecting, the Sceretary of State
cau have s opimion, and s rcasons for holding 1t entcred m the Minutes
of the Couneil’s Proccedings, so 1lso may any ordmary member

Every order or commumeation proposed to 1. sent to Indin, and every
order propoged to bo made m the Umted Kingdom by the Seerotary of
State, must, unless it has been snbmitted Lo the Connail, be placed m the
Counerl room for the perusil of all the memburs for reven days previons
to sendinz or making the order, unless 1t appeaps to the Sceretary of Stato
vhat the despauch of any commumication or the making of any order 18
argently required, m which case the order may be made, or the despatch
sent, but the urgent reasons for making or sending the same mnst to
recorded  Certamu scaet orders also may be sent to Indin without the
Secretary of State’s commumicating them o the Counal, and all despatel es
from Iniw marked ¢ Sceret” may, i hko manner, not be communicated
unleas the Secretary of State tlnnka. fit" Jfhe Sceretary of State can alpo
ovinule & majority of the Connanl, bt 1{:\( ting agamst thew op?n1m=a he
must record his reasons fir dang so  in dealing with tha cxpentiture of
the revennes of tndin, how ever, which are subject to the control of the ret-
ary of State i Council, no grant or appropriation of any part of these cambe
made without the concurrence of a majority of votes at & Meenng of the
Counel,~~Ed.
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“ premise or engagement for any) for or in respect of the ap-
“ pointment, or nomination, of any person to any place or
“ office in the gift of the Company, or of himself zs a Direo-
“tor, or for or on account of, or any ways relating to, any
‘“ other business or affairs of the Company :” he further
swears, ‘“ that he will be faithful to the Company, and, ac-
“ cording to the best cof his skill and undewstanding, give
‘“ his best advice, counsel, and assistance for the support of
“ the good government of the Gompany :” and, lastly, ho
swears “ that in the office (7 a Direc tor of the Company,
“he will be indifferent and equal to all manner of per-
““sons, and will in al] things faithfully and honestly demedn
“ himself, according to the best of his skill and understan@-
L4 ing'.?,

Every Director, going beyond sca from England, must
report to the Court such his intention ; and, in case he eon-
tinues absent more than one year, the Court of Directors
must report his absence to the next General Court of Pro-
prietors ; who may, if they think fit, thereupon remove him
from his office. This General Court lias hkewise power to
remove (if they think fit) any Director who shall take any
office of emolument under the King’s government. And,
further, any Director may be displaced by the proceedings of
two General Courts; at the first of wlich the grounds of
the motion for removal must be hrought forward and re-
corded, and at tho second of which the question for removal
is to be decided by thie votes of the Proprictors then pre-
sent. All these liabilities to removal are created by the
Bye-laws of the Company, passed by the General Courts
of the Proprietors.

The number of Directors is twenty-four.  Until the year
1773 all these Directors {rcre ¢hosen annually . buim that
year a Statute provided® that six only of the Directors
should go out of office every year by rotation : consequently,
no' Director can serve for a longer period than four ycars.
There must necesa&n]y, therefore, be an annual election of
six D:rectoys in the room of those Who go out by rotation ;
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‘which election is appointed to take place on the segond
Wedneaday of every April. Previonsly to that day two
lists are printed of all Proprietors entitled to vote : one list
is to be ready to be delivered to any Propriettr demam’iing
it five months before the day of the “annual election ; and
the other list, which must comprehend sll Proprietors who
have become sach since the delivery®of the last list, is fo
be ready fourteen days before the eclection. Every candi-
date must sigmfy mn writigg to the Secretary of the Court
his desire to become such, thity-two days before the day
of clection ; and a list of all the candidates is published
thirty days before the election. The mode of balloting for
thbse annual candidates, and for others, as mdividual va-
cancies occur, has been®explamed m the last discourse.
When an individual vacancy occurs, aot in the course of
annual rotation, the candidate elected in his place can only
serve for the remainder of the period which his predeces-
sor had to.sérve, Such a vacdncy, when 1t occurs, must
be published by the Court—a day for clecting another to
the office must he tixed wethin forty days of such declara-
non of the vacancy—and ten days public notice of the day
of election must be given,

There is no restriction, however, aganst the same Divectors
who have gone out by rotation becuming candidates to
succeed to the next amual vacancies—and, m proctice,
they always do become so, unless they choose voluntanly
10 retire from office.  For experience having shewn the
advantage of retainmg the services of those who have
previously beeome versed m the affurs of the Company,
and who may at the time of thep turn for vacating havo
become engaged in originating or carrying into eficct some
important measures, it provegd rn.)tbkuﬁ policy to re-cleet
such Directors as soon as theirfflegal competeney to act
was restored. Moreover, the individual Directors would
not be so hkely to pay such zealous attention to tlew
duties, or to be so free from every bus to serve their pri-
vate ohjects, if they _apﬂrehended that their authority might
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ternginate within a short period by the changes and chanped®
of a popular election. With a view to ensdre such re-eldc-
tion against any oppositioa of Proprietors who from caprice,
or favor to ether candidates, might be disprsed to reject
such old Members, without there existing any just cause
for their removal, it has been for many years the custom
for all the Directors vo join in recommendmg the six late
Members to the suffrages of the Proprietors, and in sup-
porting them by their own vojes, and those of all others
whom they can influence,fin case any rival candidates
should appear. This recommendation of the old Members
by the Directors is termed ¢ Publishing the house 1ist,”
and it never fails of its object. In practice, therefore, there
are thirty Directors; six of whom by rotation vacate their
office for one year—and it must be acknowledged that the
original policy of this rule of rotstion, which was that of
affording to the constituents of the Directors a pertodical
diseretion in the appointment of their representatives and
rulers has been frustrated.



SECTION 1I.

Of the course by which the Director® act, as a Court.

Second. All the measurd age transacted, directly or in-
divectly, through Courts, at whi€h a sunple majonty decides
‘on,all questions and proceedings. But, by a bye-law of the
General Court of Proprictors, every Director, whether present
or not, Ynay, within fourteen duys after any measure isresolved
on, enter his dissent, with his rcasons, on the records of the
Conrt. No Court is competent to procoed on business, unless
thirteenmembers attend. By abye-law the Court of Directors
18 required to meet once at least in every week for the pur-
poses of business. By another bye-law the Court of Directors
annually appoint one of theiy members to be their Chairman
(whioh is a term comfnonly used in England for the Presi-
dent of any assembly, as being the person occupying the
principal seat) and another their Deputy Chairman for the
ensuing year. The Deputy Chairman usually, though not
as of course, succeeds to the office of Chauman for the next
year. The duties of the £hairman (and i lis absenco of
the Deputy Chairman) are, to govern the course ot proceed-
mgs at all Courts and other meetings at which he presides
—to bring forward ordinanly the various matters to be dhs-
cussed—and to be the organ of personal conferences with
the President and Board of Control, upon such affuirs of the
Company as require such LOII]iIlulllG I.t.l(.)rl The Chairman
1s allowed by lus brother Diregtors § lu g€ proportionate mn-
fluence 1 the disposal of appmuﬁxentb m the gitt of the
Court, and also in other matters.

For_ the greater facil.ty of busmess the Court is divided
into Several Committecy These Committees conygst of dif-
ferent numbers, but the Charman and Deputy Chairman are
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alwsys two of their members.- The principal committeas®
are [—

l=t. The Committee of Correspondence.
2nd. The Committee of Secrecy.

3rd. The Committee of Accounts.

4th. The Commit’ec of Treasury.

It will be expedient to notice, in a general way, the quality
of business delegated to each of ghose four principal commit-
tees. There arc several o!;}ﬁr Committees of less considera-
tion—such as that of Lawsuils, that of the House, that of the
Civil College in England for the instruction of those nomi-
nated to become Civil Servants in India, that of the Military
Seminary for the instruction of Cadets, that of the Library,
and that of the Military Fund for retired officers, and their
widows and [amilies.

The Committee of Correspondence is the most important
of all the Committees. It is their province to consider of
and prepare all orders to be issued to the Governments of
India in the Public, Political, nlilitary, Revenue, Judicial,
Law, and Ecclesiastical Departments. They rcceive all
Despatches from the Governments of India in these Depart-
ments, and prepare replies. They rcceive all Petitions and
Memorials addressed to the Court by individuals complain-
ing of grievances, or requesting favours. To their conside-
vation and report also are remitted most of the appoint-
ments of the great ofidcers in the service of the Company.

The Committee of Seerecy 1s one which is expressly di-
rocted to be appointed by a Statute passed in the year 1784.
The appointment of a Secret Committee was first made by
the Conrt itself upon the commencement of those contests
with the French, which } ave been referred to in the preced-
jivg discourse. The ob\mt was that of considering all
political matters arising, is between the Company and those
nations which might be at war with the English, and as be-
tweon the Company and the various Native States. -Such
matters as thesc were common to vVhe consideration of the
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English Government and the Company—aad ib be-
came of ,the utmost importance that the ministers of the
Crown, and certain organs of the Court of Directors, should
communicate confidentially together—and that the subfjects
of their joint dehiberations should be kbpt entirely secret, not
only from the public, but even from the gumerons members
of the Court. &he subjects of such détiberations were, com-
monly, projected wars, invasions, campagns, treaties, acquisi-
tions of territories, and allignces,—and all such projects were
ebviously lable to defeat or $ulure by bemng prematurely
disclosed. 'The formation of such a Secret Committee was,
therefore, naturally suggested by the important poltical
position the Company gradually arrived at. It was render-
ed compulsory by the Act passed in 1784, and was limited to
three members only. In time of peace the duties of thig
Commttee, although «f eminent importanee, are neither so
numerous nor so urgent as in time of any war. The mem.
bers and ‘all the officers of the Committee aro sworn
to secrecy, and communicate only with the Board of
Control.

The Committee of Accounts has the custody of the books
in which the transfers of stock are registered, and the investi-
gation of transfers and superintendence of such registry.
'They receive all bills drgwn on the Company, and accept or
not according to advices. They receive and report on all
bills of charges, and manage the issfiing of all the Compa-
ny’s bills of exchange and notes issued in England. They
superintend the correspondence with the Aecountant’s offices
in the several Presidencies of India. They have the pre-
paration of annual accounts of the Company’s eash, of their
stock, produce of revenuec, mlesidlsbursements, receipts,
payments and debts, and an estifoate of the same for the
current year, to be laid before the Board of Control and de-
fore both Houses of Parliament, and also before the gene™

rgl Court of Proprietors N
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The Committee of the Treasury provides for the payment
of all dividends on stock, aud intorest on the Company’s bille
and notes, and negotiates the Company’s loans. They
seperintend tke communications between the Court and the
Indjsn Governments in the departments of their general
treasuries at each Presidency. They have the custody of
the Company’s seal, wied in England for therpurpose of exe-
cating the deeds and contracts of the Company, and see
to the due affixing the seal on ipstruments to be executed.
And, generslly, they have tho care of and dealing with the
caah and bujlion of the Company.

None of these Committees, it is to be observed have any
power in themselves ; unless any matters are by special or’
ders of the Court directed to be carmed into effect by them.
Their only actual duties, in ordinary, are to inquire and re-
port, and to nominatc or recommend to certain appointments.
These reports must be signed by the members ; and, unless
they are laid before the Court itself within eight days after
being so signed, they become nnll and void. It is rather,
therefore, with a view to the requsite information of the
whole body of the Court, and for the sake of obtaining the
opinion of members who have made it their business to as-
certain all details of the matter under discussion, that these
Committees are appointed, than with any view of delegating
that authority which can only be exercised by the Court
stself, consisting of np less a number than thirteen of ita
members,

Copies of all the proceedings, resolutions, and orders of
each Conrt must, within gight days after the kolding of the
Court, be forwardehd to the Board of Control. Copies, also,
of all letters, advices, an{ despatches received from India,
wkich relate in any ma&c ler to its government, or to its
vevenues, or to the appropriation of them, must be laid
kefore the Board of Control immediately after their receipt.
1 shall explain the objects of submitting all this informétion
to the Board of Control, when I come to treat of the fanc
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tions and suthority of that body : in the meanwhils i§ will
be suffigient to mention, that no orders or instructions what-
ever, reluting to the government or revenues of India, csn
be seut ont by the Court, until ether approved by that
Board, or such a course be taken’by the Board, with
a view to a revising or alteration of sych despatches, as
will be heveafter noticed.



SECTION III.
Of the Powers of the Court of Directors.

Third. The powers of the Covrt of Directors over India,
for as long as the Parliament &fEngla.nd have so determined,:
and subject to such control as has been, and will be
further, detailed, are in their nature those of a supreme sovg-
reign authority. The great distance, however, of this supreme
governing body from the actual scone of their operations
renders it necessary that a system of subordinate local

Yovernments should be organized—t> which Governments

very large discretionary powers arc given; some by the
general instructions and orders of the Court, and some by
the Statutes of the Xnglsh legislature itself. But, what-
ever discretionary powers are érercised by the chief, or
other local Gouvernments of India, they are all, neverthe.
less, subject to such interference, sanction, revision, or
reversal, as the Court in its paramount authority may judge
expedient.

By the terms “ of supreme socereign anthority” is not to be
understood a pure arbitrary power, without any constitu-
tional rules of action, and without law. The Court is
created by a law; and it governs according to laws. The
law which has constituted its plan of government is, like
that of the law of the Euglish constitution itself, a law
to be traced to the.general will of the people, exprossed
in this instance bya St.aglt-c ©f the Imperial Parliameat,
which is the organ of the \ hole English nation. The laws,
aceqrding to which the Court governs, are either such Sta-
tutes (which this Court cannot repeal or disobey)—or they
are the angient unaltered local laws of India, or laws
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tmade Ly themselves or thewr local Governments of Igdis,
all of whigh the Court must conform to, untd they, throngh
therr Indian Government, or the Indian Govemu‘lent
waelf, shall alter or annul them. By sayng, therefore, Zhat
the nature of the Court's authority 1§ supreme 1s meant,
that it has the legislative power, by whigh 1t may dictate
what shall be law, and what shall not®with the exception
of such laws as 1ts own constitution 1s depeudent upon,
and such as the Parhamentyof the umted nation, by which
itself was created, shall have ):d down for 1ts gwidance.
Moreover, the Court umtes in itself the ececufine, as well
as’ the legislative authorities of Government—there being
uo'sepp.rate branch of this Court (as1s the case with the
sppreme authority of England) entrusted with the adminis-
tration of that authorty according to those express laws
which may have becp enacted, or according to sound dis-
cretion m all cases not prosided for by eapress laws, It
1s true, mndeed; that, by Statute, the Goveinor General of
India 1 Counul 1~ entiusted with authority to make ge-
neral laws, but its laws mdly be annulled by the Court of
Directors , and the laws which that Comt may require to
be enacted must be passed bythe Government 1 India
"That Government, therefore, 15 1n all respects subordinate,
and not 1n itself supieme in any sens., althongh the Go-
vernment of the Governor General . Council 1s usually
called the Supreme Governmnent of India, for the sake of
distinction.  The regulated power, alss, of the Board of
Control to reject, or alter, the orders and 1ustractions of
this Court m matters of government, certamly gualifics its
political supremacy : but, masmuch as the Board 1s not
empowered to orwuate any measures or orders, its autho-
nty operates but as a chick, and 1 not fltogethor subve:-
sive of the supreme charactir oj the Comt’s powers gf
Government subject to uhe resifictions I have noticed—
subject to the express Statutes of the British Parhamenf—,
and subject to the inturference of the Board of Control,
by the specially appomt®d course. and to a lated extent—
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theglaws and administrative powers of the Court of Dirced
tors, so long as its constitution continues, haver sbsolute
force over the property, hberty, and lives of ull who dwell
within the Company’s territories m India.

To the Court of Directors, then, is delegated the power
of issuing such orders and directions, to be carried intoc effect
by the local authorities of India, and of framing such laws to
be observed in the conduct of Government, and in the ad-
ministration of justice, as t thefn may bé expedient. Upon
submitting such measuies t0 the consideration of the Board
of Control, and receiving notice of 1ts disapproval, or of its
revisal, of them, they are authorized to moke such repre-
sentations and explanations ds they may think fit
respecting the matters upon which any disapprobation
has been expressed, or variations suggested, by the Board ;
which representations, the Board 1s required to give attention
to, and then finally to deaide upon. If any difference of
opirion shall anse, as to whether the subject-matter of the
Board’s disapproval, or alteration, has relation to the Go-
vernnunt or  Revenues of India (upon which subjects ‘only
the Board 1s entitled to exercise its powers of control) or
as to whether their orders or directions are in any other
respect beyond the scope of thewr legal authority, the Conrt
1s empowered to submit any such question to the adjudi-
cation of certain of the judges of England.

By the last Charter Act of 1833, the Court has been re-
quired to draw up, and submit both to Parhament and to the
Board of Control, a body of standing g uewal rules for the
guidance of the Supreme Government of India in the super-
intendence and administiation of the affans of the country
These general rules hay: reference to the mode of exercis-
wg the powers entrustc& to the local Governments, and tc
the most expedient coursé to be adopted in giving publicity i
the laws of the country Ths is one of the many precau-
tions devised for ensuring some systematic planin cohduc
ng tlw{a_zdmmlst-ratwu of the Indian Governments and for
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Mposing limits upon the disoretion even of the executive
branch ofthose governments, as far as a due regard to their
effisiency will allow of.

The Governor General of India (as will be in a future dis-
course explained) has, undor auathority of a Statute, certain
powers of acting, in matters entrusted jo the administration
of the governments of India, by his own sole authority,
without any previous communication with any of the Coun-
cils of India. To the Cdurt, of Directors, however, is
reserved the power of suspendil_% and restoring the liberty
of exercising this special privilege. All individual power
‘anq discretion is contrary to the spirit of the constitutional
laws of England, which in all pohtical measures aims at
securing the advantages of free discussion and union of
opinions. Although, therefore, emergencies may arise, dur-
ing the absence of the Governor General from his Counecil,
calling for immediate resolutions—yet, so jealous is the Eng-~
lish Government of all arbitrary authority, that it provides
against all defects of a porsonal quality, and supplies the
meays of denying to the rashness of one man a power which
may be safely reposed for a timein the cautions discretion
of another.

The Court of Directors has but very limited power in
granting away tho funds and revenues of the Company, for
the mere benefit of individual persons. No pecuniary grants
can be made of any gratuity beyond 600£, or of any pen-
sion, or of any new or increased salary, beyond 200£ per
ammuam, withont the consent, not only of the Board of Con-
trol, but also of two general Courts of Proprietors.

All the chief and most mportent offices held in India,
both in the Civil and Military Departmepts of its Govern-
ment, are in the appointmeant of the Court of Directors. To
some of these oflices the Court ajpownts directly and ex-
pressly—as regards others (which torm a vast praportiongf
the appointments held in India) the Court selects two
classes of persons, out of which classes only ean u"dwtduals
be chosen to fill suck offices. One of these claases is that
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of tle Civil servants, each of whom is originally Eppofmteﬁ
by the Court under the name of a Writer—~the otlfer is thaé
of the military servants, who enter the service cf the Com-
pany under the denpmination of Cadets. Of the military
servants, who also hold commissions in India as military
officers of the Queen, and who rise in rank and are govern-
ed in a similar way to that in which all dther portions of
the English army are governed, I have no occasion to make
farther mention. Upon the quality of the civil service it
may appear to the purpose § offer, presently, a few observa-
tions.

The Court of Directors appoints expressly to tne oﬂicq'of
the Governor General of India, to that of all the members of
his Council (save ome), to that of Governor of each of the
other Presidencies of India, to that of all members of those
Governors’ Councils, to that of Commander-in-Chief of all
the military forcos of India, to that of Commander-in-Chief
of the forces of the Presidencies of Madras and Bombay, and
to some other minor offices which it is unnecessary to enu-
merate. The functions of one ot the Touncillors of the Su-
preme Government of India are confined exclusively to the
legislative department of that government.

The appointments to the office of the Governor General
of India, to that of the Governor of each of the Presidencies
of India, to that of the Commamder-in-Chief of India, to
that of the other Cominanders-mn-Chief, and tothat of the
legislative member of the Supreme Government, are neither
of them vahd or complete until approved of by the Crown.
This provision of the British legislature supples another
link 1n the chain by whigh the destinies of India are bound
up with those of the whole English Empire. The Cuurt is
necessanly compeﬁc& thi ough the msk of rejection, to select:
persons to fill these high )oht:cal stations whose principles
of government, and whose quabfications, are satisfactory
to those who administer the general affairs of the English
Government. Tlese ministers of the Crown can, thems?lves,
Lold their guthonty no longer than while their own measares
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Yre satisfactory to the British Parliament, as being comda-
cive to the national strength and prosperity. And thus ig

secnred, a8 far as human designs can perhaps accomplish, an
union of cvuncils and of policy throggh all krsdat;ons of
anthority, from the supreme organ of the state down to
the humblest official entrnsted with aeshare of political

power.

The Court of Directors can, at their own discretion,
and without assigning any oig?r cause than such as they
may see fit to specify, remove®rom thewr offices either the
Governor-General, or any Governor, or Commander-m-Chief,
or Member of Council ; and in like manner may suspend, or
dismi®s altogether, from their service, any of their Civi) or
Military servants. There is, however, one case of exception
to this power of removal provided by the last Charter Act
of 1833 —which is, that when, upon any vacancy of any
office in the appointment of the Gourt, that Court shall make
default in appointing within the time prefixed by the Act,
(which is two months from the time of the vacancy being
notified to the Courty and the Crown shall consequently,
according to thecourseby that Actdetailed, make the appoint- |
ment to any such vacant office, then the Court shall not have
the right of removing the party so appointed, not by them-
selves, but by the Crown, and the power of removal of this
party shall be solely in the Crown.

The exclusive power of this Court,te appoint all persons
who are to be engaged in the Civil admnistration of the
government of India, is open to serious objections. As my
object is to explan, and not merely to set forth, the consti-
tution and quality of the Company and of its system of
government, I shall proceed to examine gnd comment upon
these objections.

So long as the Company pursi#d purely, or mainly, their
objects of érads, it was no proper concern of the rest of ¥he
public at large, whom the organs of the Company’s Govern-

ment employed as the *servants to superintend & wmanage
FL ]
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thefr affairs. Such appointments necessarily fell to the
private patronage of those members of the Codipany, to
whom were entrusted the Company’s private interests ; and
there was a sufficient.security in the common interests of all
that such a patronage would be employed to the best advan.

tage of all.

But, when the Company no longer had the care of any
private interests—when their trade was totally sbandoned,
and the political govemmc? of the country, and the public
concerns of the people were Pueir sole occupation ;—the tade
became very different. It must be obvious that the inter-
ests of the whole nation were thoss alone to be considerzd,
as well in the system of making appointments, as in “every
other mude of exercising their functions—and that in the
appointment to all public offices the just und most efficient
administration of the government should be exclusively had
in view. In the system, however, of appointing individuzls
to the Civil Service the private patronage and interests of
certain members of the Company is had in view, as well as
those of the nation at large—and ic remains to enquire
whether that system does not operate prejudicially to the
government of the country.*

The original appointments to the Service are given to
youths bevween the ages of 16 and 21. The qualities which
will eventually characterize a person’s manhood cannot be
aseertained with mush accuracy at that period of hfe, though
existing abilities to a cortain extent may be pronounced
upon. But, whatever the Civil Servant may afterwards
prove, in point of capacity his qualification to be employed
in the administration of the Indian Government has been
definitively settled. Unless absolutely deficient in infeliect,
he can hardly be rejecteé' froin employment at any period
of his after-life—but ift the greatest genius, in the full
stxangth of manhood, should be a candidate for egaploﬁrment,
he could not be admitted if he had not originally been ap-

./

* See note at the end of the book.—Ed.
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pointed to.the service in his youth ; and the other mug be
placed imoffice in preference.

The Court require, before granting an appointment to the
Service, that the probationer should ppss thrdugh a certain
course of education, or at least evince his acquirements by
passing successfully through a scholastic examination. The
scale of compet@ncy is, however, not b&yond what a youth of
ordinary intellect, with ordinary exertion, by the age of 18
may attain. As np one cajp be a candidate but such as are
nominated by the Court, no amdnt of talents or attainments
conld obtain for their possessor the hberty of devoting them
to the service of the Cowpany, without such nomination.
The Gonrt secures the Government of India against the ab-
goluto incompetency of the Civil Servant at the time of his
appomtment ; but their objects of private patronage would
be terfered with, 1f they made provisions to secure to
their service the most competent servants that could be
obtained, in preference to those nommated by themselves—
and, thercfore, no such provisions arc made. Indeed, it
may be said that to some degrec this power of patronage
operates to the preference of a comparatively inferior nomi-
nee. For, if a nomination be secured to any party, and
he can give it to onme of several whom he desires to
advance in the world, he might with reason propose to the
ablest youth to make his way in some ordinary vocnpation
or profession in which he was hkely to gain distinction ;
and he might reasonably give the appdintment to the Civil
Service to another, who, thongh not incompetent to that
employment, might have less chance from his capacity to
sucoeed in any other,

If these were all the objections "to the system of appoint-
ment to the Civil Service, there migh# appear scarcely a
sufficient inducement to notice thim ; for it must be alloy-
ed that, out of so large anumbj of well educated youths,
a considerable supply is made of talents for the exigendieg
of the Indian Governments. But these are not the only
objections. Those whbd thus enter the service #re usmally
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such in whese progress their patrons take a personal intew’
est. They come ont with an acknowledged claim to be
not only put in some office of emolument, but to be ad-
vanced according to their semiority to the higher and
more important offices in the administration. They are
présurned to be provided for during hfe with an ample
income, and also« with the means, +by a prudent
ocourse of management, of realizing a competent, or perhaps
a large, fortune. The Governments of India would, in
justice, manifest much cay.on in exercising a preference
of one servant over another on the mere score of superior
abilities—they would be still more cautious in rejectihg
from important employment any party on the ground of
absolute 1ncompetency. The fotal exclusion from any
lucrative employment, merely on the ground of absolute defi-
cienoy of intellect, or of industry, or of acquirements, is a
ciroumstance almost unheard of. The rassing to high office
of a junmior, altogetherout of his class, and over the heads
of a large proportion of bis seniors, on account of eminently
superior qualifications for thé public service, is eclu.ail}'
unkmown. Such measures as these would be universally con-
sidered, as well by the body of the Civil Servants, as by the
Court 1self, to savour of injustice. The Governments of
India cannot direct an unlimited discretion towards select-
ing those who are to administer the chief affairs of the
state, according to the test of their superior ability to fill
their posts for the- public benefit. Their choice must be
chiefly influenced, if not guided, by a deference to the pri-
vate interests, and to the claims by senionty, of individuals.
They can exercise some discretion in excluding the incom-
petent, but very little in*promoting the most meritorious

It may be jushy apprehended that the effect of this sys-
tem is to mortlfy emu] 1on, in proportion as it diminishes
hope. The aim of a virlaous and elevated mind is, not the

. mre attainment of a high station, but the attainment of
it through pre.eminent qualifications. The posseasion of
a dahn{l}uhe& office is chiefly valuable to a man of sape.
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wior. talents and honorable printiples, as affording him
the meams of performing some conspicuous public servioes.
But such quslifications can omly be aoquired, and such
services can only be rendered, by laborious exertion-4angd
the only incitement to exertion is the just expectation of
reward. In proportion, therefore, gs the system of
advancement an the Civil Service sholds out equal ex-
pectations to the negligent, the ignorant, and the weak-
minded, and to the able and industrious, mnst it be reason-
ably expected that there will Ep a deficiency of that exertion
on which high qualifications tor public daties depend. In
that proportion has it & tendency to lower the level of the
Civil Service, and reduce all 1ts members to that same level.
As far as birth, and manhers, liberal education, and the pre-
valence of honorable principles can serve Lo raise that level,
it must be allowed that it 1s a high one. The majority of
itse members, appealing to such well founded credit, and also
to the exaltedl merits of several ‘among them whose abilities
and public virtues have gained them an illustrious name in
the history of this gountrf, will probably deny the justice
of these remarks, or disregard them. Those, however, who
feel o ronsciousness of superior talents—who burn with a
noble ambition for the enlarged means of serving the inter-
ests of their country—and who toil Lo aftain eminente by
improving those qualitigs by which they may adorn it—such
ment will regret that they can only advance with the
throng ; they will be sensible that the true dignity and
reputation of their service is impaired by the obstacles which
oppose the rise of its most meritorions members; and they
will scarce think justice is dualy observed towards the pepple
in neglecting the very best means of securing an efficient
administration of their government "fhey will reflect with
prideon that character fori inte y,and general talent, wiich
has been justly earned by the bbdy to which they belong ;

but they will not mistake thess merits for those of the%mgat
exalted quality which can be displayed in the government
of a vast Empire. Tﬁeymll appreciste the exdellenaies of
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thosg of their body, whoty their conspicuous public services”
have done honor to the first offices of the state ; dut they
will distinguish between those services which may kave been
acooplished in spite of a faulty system, and the meris of
the system itself.

If no other conSideration is likely to lead, ere long, to
some change in the mode of selection to civil employments,
the growing intelligence and qualification for civil duties
of the Native community mw:t necescarily produce it.
Hitherto this question has o racted hittle concern amongst
them ; and, however important in a general and political
point of view, it has been one of little moment as respects
their immediate individual interests, Until the Empfre of
Indiawas consolidated, and its plan of governmentthoroughly
brought into operation, and firmly settled, it would have
been not only useless, but disastrous, te have attempted these
great and beneficial objects through the Natives themselves,
to whom the domimation of the English was new, and by
whom their principles of government were scarcely in any
degree understood. But the conditiou and the feelings of
the Native people have greatly altercd. As internal tran-
quillity, the security of possessions, social intercourse, and
useful knowledge has increased—so has advanced the attach-
ment of the people to the British rule, and their natural and
laudable desire to share in tho honows, as well as the labours,
of public employment. Thesc are sentiments which must
be respected. These "are wishes which cannot be disap-
pointed. The access of Natives to power and office is
acknowledged to be just on principle, and expedient upon
sound policy. In the spirit of these generous views the
authorities, bothin England and in India, are forward in
holding out these ehcouraging prospects to the Native com-
mynity. The author of these ijages contributes his humble
labours to promote so grea\ and so just a national cause. For
1t Must ever be borne in mind that it is by such intellectusl
exertion as that which engages the Native reader in his
present task—it is by the extent and qnality of his informa-
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“tion, ‘a8 well a8 by his ability; his incorrupt integrity,
gid his Tove of truth-—that the Native candidate mnetjus-
tify his claim for public employment. * But, when gualifica.
tions and virtues such as these shall mark his character
and pretensions, I know not the office, however eminent
for honor, and however important for,usefulness, which
may not (as I’ earnestly hope it willybe open to Native
ambition.

Before quitting’ this exAmination of the powers of the
Court ‘of Directors, I would dkire to advert to one other
particular, which is rather among the duties than the powers
of that Court ; namely, that of receiving and pronouncing
upon'petitions. All persons, of whatever rank or condition,
living under their Government are at liberty to address
themselves directly to the Court itself upon auy subject
within that Court’s suthority to redress. Itis, however,
a rule observed by that Court to require that every such
petition stating any grievance or canse of complaint should
be addressed to them thrqugh the Government of the Pre-
sidency. The reason of this is, that the Government may
have an opportunity, before the consideration of the Court
is given to the subject, of making all expedient inquiry on
the spot into the truth and grounds of the statement ma&e,
and of affording whatever explanation the case may appear
to call for, Without swch information from the Gouvern-
ment, or some competent-authority, it must be obvious that
no reliance can safely be placed on any representation from
an interested party. It is another rule that the Court never
interferes in matters upon which the ordinary tribunals of
justice can afford redress. Thg propriety of this rule
is clear. These tribunals are expressly appointed for the-
purposes of deciding on all rights claimed, or crimes charged.
They are clothed with all t.:?essary powers—and thair
course of investigation is exprefsly regulated with view to
the attainment of trath. thmugh a fair hearipg of both sides.
The" interference of guy anthority would be an arbitrary
violation of the laws cf the country, and the fhbstitution



