
every opposition" .pread ('.arnage and desolation <Wei'"..., 

Dation after another, down to the very shores of GU""'t. , . 
~'rotn !he period of these inva.sions, which oceul' .. ed hear 

!'\ • 
the year of ChrIst 1000, we may trace the gradual subjuga-
tion qf one portion of India after another, to the yoke ()f 
the Muss1l1man Empe~ors, till Aurungzebe, the most power. 
ful, and perhaps the most tyrannical and oppressive of all 
these conquering despots, finally, towards the ye&r 1700, 
extended his actual sway oVr "most part. of the country, 
from north to south-and rendered even those petty.states. 
which he spared, the mere dependants on his favo~r 

and protectlOn. Aecordmg to the cotlrse observec:l by h~8 
predecessors, ho appointed over numerous wide districts 

,ma.sters who, in his name and asLlns deputies, ruled the, 
people at discretion-and whom he vainly hoped would be 
kept in subordination and obedienCE to his own supreme 
authority, and that of IllS suecm~sors. l'heso inferior mu· 
tel's, again, parcelled out portions of the torritOl'ies con· 
signed to their government to their own subordinates, 
who in the same manner wete empowered to rule by 
no other law than their own arbitlary will. 'rhus the 
people of India were prostrated beneath a hundred petty 
tyrants, most of whom derived their origin from foreign 
lands. They all governed upon the same principal poltcy, 
that of draming from the common t?ll of their subjects those 
resources which shoulJ maintain themselves in 1uxu.l'y'and 
splendour and at the same time furnish them with the 
means of engaging in revolts against their immediate 
superiors. 

Throughout the progrcfs of those seven centuries, down 
to the ~ of Aurungzebe, during which the MUl!sulman 
inv~d~fs continued with v~riolR! fortunes to push their con­
quosts .in India, such had been the character of their sway, 
and such the condition of the subjected people. They were 
oflen opposed, with more or less permanent sucoess, by the 
anoient Na:'iive states. The supreme ~uthority of the Em­
peror, and the limitfl of his actua.l tJQ.ominions, were often 
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md\tced to DM'l'OW bounds, by the inc;ursions of new foreign 
iovaciel'fl, or by the successful rebellion of powerfnll!tl bjacts. 
No ~er had one great sovereign established by his ~c­
tories, or his talents for government, an extlnsive and well 
united dominion, thlln his death followed by domestic dis~ 
sensions, and violent competitions [01 his throne, again 
threw the whore empire into confusiun. The chlef officers 
of the government separated themselves into factions, each 
headed by a competitor fo. tie sup rome power. The party 

.eventl}.slly prevailing in the struggle, usually owed his success 
to bloody battles, spoliatlOns, and extortlOn. Amidst such 
8~ene8 national indu::,try, the offspring of national security, and 
the only parent of national wealth, can never thrive. It is true, 

. indeed, that the well-orde·red goverl1ments of able and pOWeT­
ful monarchs would sometimes create seasons of repose, and 
with them the return of confidence, and a corresponding in­
crease of the general pro'>perity. HIlt such seasons Were but 
temporary, c.nd usually short, because not based on any set­
tled plan of pow~r. which alone can impart firmness and per­
manency to political institt!tions. It is true that vast riches 
and resources would to sometImes accumulated in the coffers 
of the rulers, and sometlmes be expended in the construction 
of magnificent bllllilings, or m maintaining the splendoul' 
and luxury of a royal palace. Bu~ these are no proofs 
either of the pohtical strength of a people, or of thAir happi­
ness. Such wealth m:y be the fruits of' the forced labour 
of tho"se who can retain little for themselves. Such struc­
tures may be the work of groaning slaves. We must judgo 
of the power and the prosperity of a nation-Dot merely 
from the personal gra.ndeur of its ruler, or the stupendous 
monuments he may build-but ffom the general diffusioit of' 
wealth, and the enjoyments of .life among the burk of the 
people, the security of' property, the attachment of the in­
fiuential men to the form of government under which ttu~y 
live, a.nd their seDBe of its benefits; and above all, on ~e 
ep~80a of education 'lnd usefdl knowledge.' • 

Fr<lD;l the dea.th of .. urungzebeJ in the year 1.707, we ma.y 
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da.te the gra.dual decay and dillmE'ftl.berment of tbe bphe 
o( the Moguls. By the year 1149 (wbeh the Cfo1'"eer of 
Enghsh Conquest began) the authority of the reignmg Em­
peror was little more than nominal over the greatel part of 
India: and by the year 1770 he had become a mere tonI at 
the dispOIlal of one or other of the various contending states 
of India; till at length, through the subseque~t conquests of 
the English, all his real authority as a ruler sunk, ~md was 
extinguished for ever. The nOlhinal title, however, is still 
c~aimed by a. descendant of the family, * though no longer de­
ferred to by the actual successor to the imperial power-t~e 
Governor-General of India. The feeble-mmded descendants . . 
of Aurung~ebe, mvolved 10 perpetual contests for mastery 
over each other, could no longer control the ambItion of 
their subordinate chiefs, who i>Blzed on every such occa­
sion of weakness and dIssensIOn to aSst'rt, and secure, their 
own indllpendence. More concerned m seekUlg assistance 
from them than in pUlllshl!1g their rebellion, the competi­
tors for the Impenal throne were obhged to connive at that 
disregard oftheir authority, whICn they felt it impossibl~ to 
prevent. Amidl!!t these struggles for dominion, this disunion 
among the revolted rulers, and this breaking up of the Mus­
sulman Empire into separate states, those Hllldoo nations 
which had never been actually, or only partially, subdued, 
found 0ppOl·tunities of rearmg other dIstinct sovereigntIes, 
and of claiming thelr own share III the general scra.mble 
for territory. 

The most conspicuous among these Native powers was 
that of the confederated Mahrattas. It is beyond the scope 
of this discourse to record the hlstory of their origin and 
eXt&nsive conquests. But' it IS material to notice that the 
associated natlOn, more than any other body of people, COn­
tributed to the downfall of the Imperial power-of the Mogulsl 
by "a. long series of successfullllvasions. Like the Mussul­
lUE ..1 Empire, however, which that of the Mahrattas at one 
thne almost equalled in extent, this new sta.te was ~O<)n 

" ,. The tItle ceased in 1857, .. result of the ~ nnectioll of the th«l1 titular 
King of Dellu ,qlth the Bengal mutmeers.-Ed. 
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d"stined to fall asunder from the same unfailing e6ses. 
Without any settled system of government, it neYer could 
be hold iogether in UDlon and obedience. Every vacanQl"of 
the supreme rnlership led to intestme war. EVlfry commander 
of an army aimed at, "and often succeeded in, establishing a 
sovereignty for himself. At the perioi when the English 
Company first- entered into the list ~f Indian powers, thfJ 
Mahratta confederacy was already composed of :,evpral inde­
pendent statf's, alWknowled~in .. only a nomino,l master in tho 
flersoq of the Peishwah at Poonah. And, although these 
n~tions onoe more united their arms to oppose an Affghall 
ll}-vader, they on that ocoaSlOn, in the year 1760, at Panipllt 
near DelhI, sustained a ~efeat, the most memorable in tho 
·annals" of hi"ltory for the dreadful am()unt of slaughter 
Fl'om that blow they never wholly reo overed ; but remain­
mg split into several separate r,tates, each In Its turn had 
to sustain mdividually the shock of the approaching conk"t 
WIth the English. 

~uch, then, was t~e postur£' of the varlOU<; politioal pow­
ers of India, at the dawn of those events which ended in 
the foundation of the BrItish Empire m the east. Rival'l 
m ambition, rivals m mtero'.!t, I'evengers of pa'.!t oppression!:>, 
or claimants of lost authority, each btate regarded it" 
neighbour as an imme~iate or a probable enemy. The 
ruler oj each nation having, in most instances, attamed to 
dominion either by domestw bloodshed, or by rebelhon, 
made It his first care to secure him~elf agamst the oppositlOl/ 
of his Own subjects, and his Mxt to aggrandize his original 
dommions by the ovorthrow of surrounding countries. l'lw 
security of his own government, based on no fixed l~ws, 
but solely upon arbitrary w\ll, ("ould only be maintained by 
enforcing the principle of an absolute governments""':n1l.ple­
lYJ a fear calculated to produce universal and iD'!tant obe-

'dience. The power of suoh rulers over thf;ir own subje~s, 
and· their strength to resist or attack other state" depended 
entirely OIl tl10 a.mount of the labour and services of thOSE, 

19 
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8llb~ts wmob. they could engross for their &WI) objetGl,. .. 
on the a.mount of wealth. they could a.mass, through whidl 
"'~1!lh labour and services, N' thos.e of others, were to qe 
l)[1rohased. Neither did they semple to ava'll themselves 
,}f any foreign assistance which chance or intrigues enabled 
them to procure. oWhen a state happens throngh these or 
I)ther means to have %.cquired a propondera'ing power a.nf! 
elCtont of territory, resources of this nature may ensure 
!\ temporary period of internal Quiet, 01' of successful con­
({uest. Bllt sllch a courso Sf government is nevertheleslj, 
III itself, the '3ourco of national weakness. 'rhe' people 
hwing no cause for attachment to theIr government, im­
poverished by its exaction'!, and harassed by continual 
loMlfe, are always ready to fall off; and seek the protection 
.,f new masbers undeI' whom they may hope to enjoy mor~ 
repose, a.nd better securIty in tht'lr pos'!essions. As tho 
whole authority of tho state rests in the hands of one man, 
tho overthrow of that one-man, and general] y his defeat in 
nne battle, decides tho f.'\te of tho nation. 'I'he assistanM 
of foreign powers can only b€\ purchased by concession~, 

which are calculated to raise an hunlble ally into a supe­
n~r adversary. 'fhese sources of weakness bring on the 
gt·a.dual decay and dIsmemberment of the mightiest Empire. 
Hut when an extensive country has already become divided 
IIlLo a. great number of petty states, all labouring under tho 
same defective course of governmebt, their mutual weakness 
Ii likely, lU the mIdst of perpetual and common dlsturbances, 
t.) keep thorn all do,vn to the same political level, till some 
new power, stronger than anyone of them singly, shall 
bl'oome a competitor for general dominion. 

[f, therefore, the nations of India had been left to tkem­
~el/Je8 after this period of thei~ fortunes, thero is every pro­
bQ,bility that they would long have remained in the QUle 

,·ondiliion. Having regard to the submissive ha.bits of the 
llieople-the many ages of servitudo in which they bad so-
11UICsced ,~i.ther under foreign maste'l'S or adventttrott8 nimrp­
er'l-fl,nd to the absolute DMu1"e of'Vd'eir governtnent-,1het'e 
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a DO good reMon fur supposing that the jDte~ SQoeDgt\ of 
a~ oue o.f them was 800a destined to improve by 8141 dur­
alH~ aupenta.tion of the national wealth, or bi greater 8'­
biJity of the governments established. 'the Mahratta 
1;ta.tes, which had become the most powerful, directed thcu· 
efl'orts more to the plunder, thau to. t1l.e permanent con­
quest, of other 'rritories, or the good mantfgoement of the))' 
()wn. The Mussulman powers, sometimtls banded against 
one another, and !lometime~ pgamst their common foes-­
tlle Mahrattas-each wlth difficulty preserved Its own inde­
pelJ.dent existence, an<l. contmued to govern by the samp 
sntem which had failed to form a steadfast and united Em 
pira iT!. the course of eight fenturies of changeful dominatiOu. 
The other states of India, either leaning upon each othol' 
for their common safety, or rendering themselves subor­
dinate and tributary, first to one, and then to another, of thelr 
more potent neighbours, as each i.p turn was considered besL 
capable of affording protectlOn, maintained their own POSI­

tion by thus adjusting, throu~h their own weight, the balance 
of power between ho~ile nations. Those countries border­
ing on Indl8., whICh formerly sent forth the armies by whlCh 
lt was so ofren devastated, and bnaUy for the most part sub­
dued, had themselves become weakpned by continual war"! 
and convulsions But, whatever may have LeaD, soon or 
late, the politieal state <Jf India, hoo. these nations of Hle 

East boon left to themselves, of this we may be certain-that, 
none of the existing forms of govern~ent nor any changf> 
which conquests among one another could produce, would 
ever raise the country from that condition which I have en­
deavoured to portray. Such as hi-d been the state of the 
people from their earliest histoIJ: under the same forms· of 
government, and under the yooke of conquerors who intro. 
duced no better, such it is reasvnable to conclude would ~t 
have continued. 

T1d!se conjectures upon the probable {ate of In~, lD the 
a.bacmce of aDY interferellC6 by European powers, ~ay sene 
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to reconcile its people to those political vICissitudes wltioh i't 
IS the destmy of all the natlJnS of the ea.rth t{) undergo, 
and espeClally to !:.uch change as should mtroduf'{l a. settled 
~chf>me of gov~rnment, hberalmstItutlOns, and tho Llessmg's 
of internal peace but thO! e can be no useful purpose in fut'­
ther dwellmg Up01i them. The tIme had arrlved when 
circumstanced as the ~vhole country was, It fuust of neCGa­
<'lty have become subJoct to uno or other of the foreIgn 
contendmg states, w111eh hau ~"lmpd n firm iootmg on 
t I 4J 

I.S SOl. 
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OJ tlu; Pro'.!/'I ShiV(' Oonquest, Of Dill Ci:Jr'lm li'r,tlio/l~ III 

India, and tlw (ti('MJ. 

'fhe PortuguestJ, and aller.them th" Dntch, had, as we 
have seen, for a long sonc,> of Ylur" h'pt np a forulld.lblu 
retllstance to the earl'c"t attt~mpt~ of tho Enghsh to partI­
cipate III the trade wIth IndlD, wlnch they had engrobbed to 
themselve.3. If through. that nMnl strength, whIch both 
these natwns m theIr contests wIth e[tl>h other were com­
pelled to mamtain-through the va'St capItal tl1E'y employed 
In thts profitable trade-through thor llurnerous an,l con­
siderable terrltorlal possessIOns-;-and throngh that mfluence 
which all these advant.1gcs comlnncu ga.ve them aruong'St 
the NatIve states-either of the'>e European powers had 
beep. enabled to crus," the ~J,rly effort" of the mfant English 
Company to establIsh theIr positIOn in India, It IS ImpossIble 
t() aSblgn lImit" to their probd.ble progre'Ss toward'S Eastern 
dommIOn. That these resources were suffiClent to raise each 
of these two natIOn'S to the rallk of an mdepe"dent power 
among the state" of 10<40., I') no unrea'Sonable presumption 
'1.'he su.perlOrIty of thClr arts and al rus, and the strenuous 
supPG'rt of theIr governmento; in EUl'ope, were calculated to 
E'xtend and strengthen theIr furthor acqUISitIOns. But the':lo 
were natIons altogother unequal to cope WIth the might of 
England. Then' advance was at onco cut off as soon. as 
pohtical SUpf'rlOrIty became the 110mmOll cause of the Enghsh 
Company, and also of Its government. -In the meantIme a 
far 'more powerful wmpetit~r for the Indian sceptre t~an 
elther the Portuguese or the Dulch stept mto thf' field. 

This was 'the Freneh nation. France and England, 1\e 
two 'most conSIderable nations in Europe, had at~is period 
(1746) declared open lar; and it was not long.hefol'e these 
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disWl.t regions of the East 1t~u'e destined to feel ~ 'eJ'eats 
of their oontention. A. French Company, iCl imiWion of 
that of England, had with a similar view to CiracH l'~lSeased 
itself of savalal settlements in India, all under the gOV«"D­

mant of a President and Oounoil established &~ the then 
strongly fortified town of Pondioherry. They also held the 
islands of the MauritIus and Bourbon in t!e Indian Sea. 
from whence they wera enabled to obtain easy supplies, alld 
even to fit out vessels of war U(Jon emer;gencies. In the 
year 1746, by a sudden attac~, for which the Eng]~s~ were. 
unprepared, they had made themselves masters of'Madras. 
The Nabob of the Oarnatic, whose assistance th9 English 
ba.d in their extremity sought and obtained, sent his s,on 
with a.n army of ten thonsand mAn for the purpose of re· 
capturing that fortress from the hands of the Frenoh. The 
French marched out to meet them with a body of four 
hundred European soldiers only. To the utter astoni&h. 
ment of the opposing host' this sma.ll band of Frenohmen 
gained a decisive victory; and set the first example of the 
vast proportionate superiority of lllsciplined European troops 
over natives of lesB robust bodily frime, and altogether 
unversed in the art of war. The :French nation now openly 
aimed at political supremacy in India. 

An ambition of so magnificent a character, deliberately 
fonned, and acted upon by a few illdividua]s at the head of 
$0&1'00 fifteen hundred of their countrymen-settled,in the 
midst of numerous N utive states, the weakest of which could 
gather together an army of ten thousand men-ma.y seem 
presumptuous beyond all bounds of reasou. Nevertheless 
the history of events will shew tha.t at least temporary 
suooess must have attended this gigantic scheme of c()u. 
quest but for the opposition maintained by the English . 

• 
'rhe interests of the French in India were at this period 

presided over by a succession of the most able men that 
e~r lIerved & negligent and nngrateful country. By the 
overtltrow (If the English at Madras, and by the disoomfi­
ture althe fqrces of the Nabob of t1m Oamat.io, the French 
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f~ themtletves relieved from the immediate p~ oi 
anye1M\JlY, and in possession of a territory inhabited by a 
considerable and industrious population. Additional r~t, 
both naval and military, arrived-and thei; strength was 
mU further augmented by the formation of several com­
panies of Sepoys, whom the French we"e the first to train 
Mcording to tte European rules of ~iscipline. They nmv 
commenced strenuously, and with confidence, the apparently 
Pasy task of WfQSting 'fl'<Jtn ¥he EnglIsh the slender hold 
.which) after the loss of Madras, they had upon any portion 
of the Cama.tic. At the same time they formed a.lliances, 
as well with a formidable competItor for the N abobship of 
the Camatic, as with a still morl: powerful Prince, a claimant 

.for the Snbadsl'ship or" the Deccan i~self (of which ihe 
(;amatic was but one of t110 dependencu:s}-n.nd they /fOOn 
discovered that the mIght of theIr assistance deci::1ed the 
possession of both the ono throne and the other. In the 
prog'l"ess of these dIstractIOns,· and of the bloody contests 
they produced, the French gained such an ascendancy as 
enapled them to set liP anI! destroy one ruler after another, 
as It suited their objects ofmcreasmg their own power: tIll 
at length, in a grateful mood, one of the rival Su badal'S ofthe 
Deccan, who owed hIS dovation entIrely to their interfer­
ence, constituted the French Governor clllcf of all the COUll­

tries on the coast of Coromandel from the Kistna. to Cape • Comor~n, and appointed tho Nabob of the Carnatic to be 
IllS deputy. WhIle tho French were-thus becoming mas­
t ers of a Wide tract of country, and sovereign controllel':j 
of the affairs of the whole Deccan, they were also gaining 
ground and strengthening their pOSItion in Bengal. It was 
!.aid without much appearance df exaggeratIOn, that .tho 
"Jijmperor at Delhi woul<l soon tremble atftheir name . 

• 
But all these grand desigus were destined shortly to' -be 

frustrated, a.nd the French influence in India extinguished 
for ever by the victorious successes of the Euglish. It':'t 
not, howe'verJ appear l"oreign to the subject of thi, discou.­
If I C'l\$t a cursory glante at what would probablJ have been 
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theevontual fate of India, had finy other Europeannatidfi 
but England attained that supreme power which W8JSonee 
so nearly ~ithin the grasp or the French. 

'i'he Portuguese nation, one of the very feehles~ of the 
European powers, unable to :subsist at all but by the pio­
tection of more po~e .. ful allies, and often Of! the very verge 
of destruction by foreign enemies, it is certain could neVel' 
have J'etnined but for a 'few years their hold upon such an 
Empire, which chance migllt, 11l1ve placad nnder their go­
vernment. '1'ho Dutch, who with difficulty attained the 
rank of an independent state in }<Jurope, were themselyes 
afterwards subjugated by the arms of the French. T)ll! 
Ij'l'(3llch, after a series of wars wh,ich deluged all EUl'opein 
blood, Wt.'l'C twice utterly overthrown, and received their 
political destinies at the will of their conquerors. 

It is obvious, therefore, that had it been the fortune of 
either of these nations to<l1twc attainod dominion over In­
dia, new wars and struggles must have devastated the coun­
try. Aftel' another age of natiol','1l misery, tranquillity might 
have been restored, and a new era of 1.rosperity have bbgur., 
by the firm foundation of such au :Empire as the English 
have now established, or on the othel' hand, the country might 
have been resigned again to that state of universal disunion 
and misgoverllllll::nt which from ancient times hau prevailed. 
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Of thc .MI'aHS antl R('so1ll('('$ of iTtr -nih/' bdilt Oompany 
f01' fli(' co/liInesf of Tl/tIul. 

H was at thls cnSI'3 of the hIghest pohtical fortune's of 
tlie French, that the Eugh.,h Company-first, m wmpul­
sory resiE-taneo of attacb whH.,h threatened the'lr utter ruin 
.and expuh.ion from Indul, and afterwm·d"! from tho forco of 
cl:'cnrn"tances-ucgan in tho year of Clmst 1749 to ('ngago 
openly m that contest for territorial domlllion which ended 
In their settled '3upremaf'Y. 11a, jl1g snrveyed tIl(' P1JstUl'O 
of tho Val'iOllfl Nahvo 'State"!, and the fecbk condition or dc­
pendellq to w hidt most of t hem were rcduc0d and tho qunl­
ity as well ft'3 extt'n~ of ~Iat power and miluonco which 
tho'l!'reneh h:1d built up-let Uq turn to ('xam)Ue what wero 
the meanq and resonrces whieh supported the Company 
through the arduous C:11'OOI" upon wIuch they wm'o about to 
entor. 

From tho yoar 1698, iJ.I0 dato of that Chart0r, tIl(' prl"lvi­
Ilion"! of whIch I have 111 a gOllor,ll way already l'C'hmrsed, to 
tho perioli whi.eh I am now l111nJing to:;" no alidibon had boen 
made, ei.thcr by tho legl'.,lature or by any Royal grant, to tho 
power::! and privileges of the Company, nor any alteration 
III those already conf('r1'o<1. Tho Governmont of EngJ.and 
was content WIth renowing from'tIme to tIme thOlr Chaorter 
rights for further torm'> of YOo.1"8; provldi11g at tho same timo 
for the moro E,ecUl"O cnjoYI~ont of thClr exclusive trade . 

• The Kmg interfered by Ins own Prerogative no farther tha.n 
by rogulating the conrso of administering julftice at 4tpo 
three Prcl'iideu::ios, Wlllch wore DOW those of Madras, Bom­
hoy and Calcutta, A. treaty of peac(', howeve') had been 

t10 
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arrauged in 1749 in Europe between 'France and Engla.n.d, 
U': It ; , I1W of the stIpulations of which .Madras was l"estOl'oo 
tl, th ' Eugb1.l Company. 

In the meat.time the Company had, by their own previous 
negotIations with tho Native powers, obtained no less than 
thlrty-seven townS-in the nClghbourhood of Calcutta, aml 
added three villages -to their POss('ssions :t Madras. At 
each oftheso settlements they maint:1ined a garri~on ofabout 
300 European soldiers; n,nd it Jnt Y be presumed tlmt no loss 
!l. force waq kept up at some ~thcl' stations, At Cud!Ialorc, 
includinC1 tho adJ'accnt fortilied town called Fort Saint o . 
David, they had aCflUlre,l a territory still morc extensive 
anu populous than thClr sf'ttlempnt of Madras. r£hei1' cap­
ital stock mbscl'1beu 1y the ProprI<>tors amounted to neal', 
three millionq sterlillg, 11'1 we havl' seen-and, such was 
the prosperous course of their trade, that they nOli only were 
a.ble to pn,y I1nnun,lly dlvidends to the amount of C'ight pel' 
cent. to the Proprieto!',; of 1ltock, but they had credit to bvr­
row ne less a sum than si...: milliOn<! sterling, on which they 
paid regular annual inte1'e!:>t. W'th thi~ command of money 

. " they had In a lon~ courso of years erected Humerous and 
strong fortifications, anll supplied them with extensive war­
like stores j thfly had maintn,med, nnd continued to enlIst in 
their service, bodies of Bnglish troops and naval armaments; 
a.nd they had incrcabod thL \1' territory from time to time by 
purchases, untIl from thell' 1.111ded' pos'lessions alone, they 
derived a. revenue lal"~e enough to sustain the expenscs of 
administering a local government, whLch wlll be shewn to 
have been at this perlOu of no incolU:Huerable importance. 

The population of tho English !wttlemont of MadrM, 
amounted at this time to about 2,")0,000 E>ouls. That at 
Cuddalore could not be reckoned at less: and, besides theso 
settlemonts, the several others 'under tho Madras Presiden­
cy may be presumed to have contained many thousands. 
Th..· population under tile government of tho BeIlgal Pre&i­
dency, a. more fcrtilC', and a more extensive district than 
that of MAdra"!, wouM fJ urdy surpasJ.. the number wt: have 
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tl.ssigned to the latter Presi(tency. The Island of Bou&ay, 
t<o~ether""ith the adjaoeut Island of Salsette, llas never been 
supposed to contain a less population than 800,000; and.tho 
English settlements at Surat and at other plac;s on the west .. 
ern coast, would contribute materially to swell tho whole 
amount of the Native subjects of the Co~any. They might 

• • probably be reckoned at between one IDllhon and fifteen 
hundred thousand souls. 

The power of tHe Com paty lily SCA. hall come to be of tho 
rnost fDrmiuablc character. In theIr first contests with tho 
Fponch, and befol'f} a step had been taken m hostIlity with 
the Native states, 110 less thnn ii'om fifteen to sevent('cn 
vessels of Wal', bome of J.,hcm of th" largcf;t claR"!, bpbHles 
el<'vl'u vessels for trIO tr.ln<;pol't of troop'!, appoareu at one 
time in the Indian ':leas. Some of the'le vessel8, WIth their 
ufficers and crew, worl' in the regular pay of tho COlilpany ; 
some wpm supplied hy the Kmg WIth [t view to tho glory 
of thp J1lltioll alld vl(:tory ovor it':l prmcip'd foo. Such a 
forco was alone r,ufJiClent, jf wl'll conducted, to swC'ep tho 
uceau of ovory untag"Ill'>t, all!l to paul' the tul(, of conquest 
upnn any "tate Jll IndIa, It might attack. 

But all tho resourco,> whJ ( 11 the Cmnpany conld cowmanu, 
sunk III Importance whon compared ,vlth that constant and 
J'esolut(:\' r;,upport wInch tho g'ovel'nmC'ut of England was It­
belf invariably ready to -fU1'IlIbh lJl U caU"le whICh was seen 
so mucil to couoern tho natlo/l<1I lllterv.,ts. It was no longer 
the cause of a trudmg Company ..,trugglmg for profits, 
which WE're more or 10,",s to ('mil h two or throe thousand 
BlitIsh subjects. Tho qu('~L10n of purbuing the Engh&h con. 
quests III luella. "as one 'WIll( h wa-, to decldo w lwtllcr Etlg­
land r,lwuld becomE, ()lIO of tho. grentcct EwpIre,> (it) 'tho 
earth, or whetheJ It wal> to J-icld m poIJtJenl POWPl' ill Rome 
other nation, even at tho pOs~iIJ1;~ lor,,> of jt:, own Illdepe~d­
elloe. From the beginning) therefore, of these vn.st cont4(ln­
tionr;. to thei~ close, thl; !loyal army of Engln.bJ contlllued, &os 
occasioll demandef1, to .!Cud forth It., warriors. "i soc," said 
the tyrant of MYE.ore, « those who are befol'_ me, alLd I 
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• t fell.\. them not: it is thllt p,HVl:lr which I cannot s('e of 
it which I stand in awe." The daring exploits pr-rformea 
by'l:ho groat generals and otficers of tho Compall.Y rendered 
it unnecessary that the military might of England should 
havo been more than very partially put forth: but the COll­

Bciousness of their' connf ry'.~ cause, and not that of' private 
iuJividllu.l:3 merely, n"ervod tho soldier's arriJ, a11<1 inspired 
tho statl'small's dcliLorations, wiLl! all~lIlellteu on,'rgy, 'rho 
Company strov~ for theJJlscIVt~s; ~'ut it was 11', ropresPlltativcs 
also of the English natlOu, allu with a ll,~tion's streng.th. 

Such were tho l110all~ with which tho COlJ1pany comment!-
0.1 t h('ir (,OlltC.;;t for dominion in Iuum, 'rhoy WOI'U tho 
moallO:, not of a body of merchallt:,; 1mb of a powerful aud 
popnlous COjollY, firmly settled, Iwcll,olitieally governulllH 
It nation, 'l'lw ruler,; over ir, we're wo,dthy in thc1ll3elves, 
but weaHhier in the iillanrial Ruppol'L of their gOV'ernll1e~t, 
'l'heir moun" were not oas11y to b0 exhau'>tcu by reversc~' ; 
and thl'y were neccssal'lly i lercased by "\lcces'>, Thci .. 
power was not Ii};;: l) that of the E' cneh Comp,1llY, who were 
feebly sustallled by their own G ,wC'rllTllellt, and had hnt, 
little capital to 1'.111 b,wk upon, Tho power of tIl(' 1"ronch, 
therefure, as it was oriciinully founded upon intrigues with 
tho NJ.tivll sLutL·s, so abo thd its progre~'l dC'pcud clnef1y on 
personal inflllcnee, [111(1 not 011 any Rllu'\L:mtial political 
str~llgth, 'l'\l'y could be no match' in the long run fOl' an 
t'uterprisillg I1,1l1 perseyering enemy hko the Enp-lish; though 
it 80011 became ObVIOUS that SUpl'('m:try in India would be 
decided by the superiority of ono 01' the other of those two 
nations. 

During t!.1oso fir\t greaL' suoces'lOS of tho Frow:h wildl I 
h:wo noticed, the Government. of Madras was occnpi( d ill 
gail~ing somo small acces'lion to thoi!' territories. But tho 
overwhelming' authority with which tlie Subahdar of tho Dcc­
ca\fnad invested tho li'rench Government at 011CO revealed 
to tho C 'rnrany that either their own extinction, or ihn''; of 
the Fl'enc\ l'3 a political power in Inl-.lin, had now to he ue-



termined by the sword. In this conviction the Oompa.ny 
first beg'l4t1 to strengthen themselves by espousing the cla.im 
of another competitor fOl' the throne of the 9arnatic, -/ho. 
besides the possession of the fort of Trichinopoly, maintained 
a considerable army in the field. Tho price of this alli­
ance was a grant by the rival Nabob.to-the English Com. 
pany of the J ag\ire of Madras. The French, somewhat in­
ferior in European forces, acted witih n. fal' flUperior N ati va 
:trmy, under tho oonners of'thiir own Naboh. l'ho contest 
Ivas nominally betwoen these two Princes, hut in reality be­
Lween the two EUr~pf'n,Il 8 tates. After a war of five years' 
du~ation, in the course of which many heml battles were 
foright, and some of the l~lost astonishing feats of' bravery 
~'ere displayed that ever adorned the lIiilital'Y annals of a 
nation, all the objects of the French ended in defeat. Thoir 
Nabob was ma,do captive allll slain. The authority of his 
1'i\'al wa,g permanently establishep. The possessions of tha 
Company, with t.he addition of the recently granted Jaghiro, 
where confirmed. '1'hose of tho French were reduced within 
their. original limits : .. and ~h() predominating influ()nce of 
tho English prevailed over the wholo extent of India, south 
of the Krishna . 

.A far more extensivo scene of cOl1(ll1eEt, now opened to 
the enterprise of tho Company. l'heir settlements in Dengal 
were wantonly invaded by the Suballl1ar of the provinces of 
Bengal, 'Behar, and Orissa, to whose immediate government 
these settlements were politically subor<linato. His 801e 
motive was his rltpaeity; but his bal~arous cruelty threw all 
othor atrocity into tho shade. Calcutta was stormed, 
and given up t.o plunder-and o14G defenceless Engli'sh 
prisoners were on HIE> evening. of the! assault shut up 
in a small dungeon, and, bef01l0 morning, all but 23 expir.ed 

° of suffocation, .the necessary cOl,'1equence of this inhumall 
tre,atment. But this memorable murder of the Blade 1I11t~ 
.of Oalputta, was the en.use of still mora :r=nomorable re-
~ults. The just vengCfnce of tho English jn Illdia was 
roused. 'rhoy collected all their forces un~er Clivp, 
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the most daring soldier and thfl ablest generslof his age. 
They gave battle, with 900 Enropean~ and 2,21)0 Nativo 
tro~ps, to thf.l 110st of the Subahdar, amoul1tinl?,' to near 
70,000 men, ftnd in the famous plain of Pla.ssy utterly rout­
ed this mighty army. Tho consequences of sueh defeat 
were the dethrone~el1t find death of thig Prince, and the • eventnal reduction of his dominions under the English sway. 

As will be prc'lllmod, thi'l vas~ accpssion of power, toge­
ther with tho treasur~'! whi<f.l thpreby feil to the disposal 
of the Company, '!oon JpJ to the de'ltructlOIl of the rival 
authority of thE' Pre11ch. ,Vlth such mean'! M thpy still 
possesc;,pd--..niued by the co-oppration of some Nativo htane'4 
over wh0m tlH'Y stJll had mfiu(>nce, and directed hy the 
talents of mftny vory able men-t11ey protractpu the vit~ 
contest through a comtant wttrf~tl'e of fOllr year.. aftor tho 
vietoryof' P1tt'!'>Y. But a '>erip,> of blootly defeats ended 
in the siogo and captlll'p af PondlChcl'l'Y, tllt) soat of their 
government, and their LLst stronghold in India. P1'Of'1 

this final discomfiture in 1 iGl, ,+hey never recoverod; and 
tho Ji:nglish CompiIil1Y were tlicreaftr'\' left to pnr"lUe ~heir 
fortullos ill lnc1m, freo from all armed interruption, or the 
apprf'hpnsion of It, hy any foreign nattOn. 

We Imvo now traced tho hIstory and proqross of the 
East IndIa Company from its firo,t, formatlOll to the period 
,,,hen It IUtU acqUIred the consio,teney and mnk of one of 
tho most pow"l'ful a1Jd influential 11lliong tlw Bastern states. 
The limited object of l!Jl'l portion of my discolll''lO being 
but to bhew tho rapacity of nil'> p'l.traordmary political 
body to con .. trnrt that vast Emrme now under its settled 
Governroent-and which capacIty the gradual a<'qni'lltlOn 
of the posltion th~y ha.d now ~tta1Decl, by tpe course I havo 
attempteu to explaIn, wIll rationally account fo1'-1 shall 
here close tJmt (h-.(,U8SlO11 whieh moru properly befits the 
}fuJtorian. }<'or bixty more years the Company and its 
Governments were engaged in extensive warfaro with Native 
powprs: 'but lt is thClr boast that throughout these conten­
tions they 'have never beep the aggre'8sors; that thflY have 
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never made war for the sake ofunrightoous conquests lthat 
t.hey hav~ never broken the faith of treaties. If, under tha.t 
providence by whose control Empires rise and -tall, 
flourish and decAY, this wide country has 111 the course 
of, so many vicissitudes been at length subjected to 
English Government, that GovcrnmeIft has never lost 
sight oBhe paPamount duty of govtrnillg for the benefit 
of the people. It was no idlo spirit of display which 
induced the Hou~e of Co~mons, aftel' a la,borious investi. 
[lation of every detail ill th: conduct of tho Indian Go­
vernrll~nts, to record their solemn testimony to "the 
"unremitting anxiety that has influenced the efforts of 
"~hose to whom the GovernlllClll, of our Indian possession~ 
" has been consign(Jd, to "establish a "Ybtem of administra­
i, tion best calculated to promote the confidence and con­
" ciliate the feelings of the Native inhaLitants, not less by 
" a respect to their own institutions than by the endeavour 
H gradually to engraft upon tl{em such improvements as 
"might shield, under the bafeguard of equal law, every 
" class of tho peoplo. fronfthu oppressions of power, ancl 
" communicate to them that sense of protoction and assur­
.. ance of justice. which is the efficient spring of all public 
" prosperity and happinoss." 

While through the lapse of 70 years, from tho year 1719 
to the year 1820, the Eflglish Bmpire of India was being 
gained and consolidated, the logislatuIo of England kept 
pace with its progress by it!:! enactments for the better re­
gulation of the Company and of tho authority which it ex­
ercised. Up to t.ho year 1773, tho Company continued to 
conduct its affairs upon the basis of tho Charter of 1698, 'as 
it had done up to the year 1749 whcn its iareer of conqu~st 
began. But, in the year 1773, :l.rE'gulating Statute introduced 
many alterations of detail both ll. tho intornal constitution· tlf 
the Company, and its method of governing the ('xtens"e 
countries it had &,cquired. This act was followed by others-I 
tho chief of wh:ch wm'e ono in 1784, first con!:'iituting a 
Hoard I)f CommissiollCrs'f()r the Affairs of India icommonly 
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called the Board of Control)---and by thrflc more, usually J(>-
llOmiuated (Jha1'ler Acts, by which in the years 17~8, 1881, 
and 1833, the Government of Iudia by tho East india Com­
pany was del<,gated to that body for the respective periods 
of 20 years by each act. .All these acts, except th" two 
last, continued to the" Company their exclu<;ive privilegos of 
trade, but the act of J 813 first allowed a :6-ee and general 
partICipation Il1lb by the British pubhC'; and thelastact ofl833 
abohshed the rIght of trade OJ the :Bast India Company 
altogether. 

Such a revolution In tIl(' cs"ential qnalit.? of the Compl.l,ny 
may seem to rcquire somo cxpI.lnatlOll. It must he (,).h. 
served that this bouy, from the tJmc that it had become It 

ruling power over a populou,> and ext(Jubive Empire, actef1 
m two m~paCitle9, oach of whidl 'vas ill Its nature tetany 
distinct from tho other. It wa'l qmte as competont to tho 
llnti:,h Parliament (,md mdolJu tlns was at one time in j t~ 

contemplation) to have constItuted another entirely IWW 

Boaru of Governor" to conduct Jhe government of India, 11 3 

to leave tlmL uuthol'lty 1ll the hands o~' a Company of mol'. 
chants, who made It eqnal1y thOlr business to carryon their 
trade That tlns governmenb was stIll continued 111 the 
hands of the Comp,my was owing meroly to consideration'! 
of pohey, aUll to a C'onvlciIon that the success anu justice at 
Its adnUlli:,rl'.ttIOl1 remlereJ that :ncasure most expodient. 
'rho same pdicy h .• J sugge:,ted the continuance of. the OX4 

c1ubivo privileges of trade, the expediency of which was SUP4 

ported Oil two grounds-first, tJlat of contributing by tho 
profits to the botLer maintenanco of their growing political 
power; secondly, that ofureventing a sudden influx: of Eng­
lisnmen, who wItl, their freo legal rights and lc,ve of enter­
prlso, might P1'( baLly embarrrss a new and unsettled govern­
n.ent, and at tho samo time lead to the oppression of tho 
Natives. But III 18J 3, when the English sway in India was 
h:ore firmly fixed-when equal laws bl1.d begun to bo 
regularly admmistered-anu the Nativo people had b-oeomo 
more sCll:5iblo of the trUQ adVl.111tagol;! of tho British rulo-
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these precautions were swept away with the most lAnefi­
cial results to the public commerce of both countries. From 
this period the trade of the Company, like the trading of 
all Governments in competition wlth that· of the pubijc, 
not QIlly dwindled gradually away, but was proved to be car­
ried on at a manifest loss. The abobtilbn, therefore, of all 
further tradin~ by the governing b~dy was 11 rehef to the 
public, who gallled consequently a greater share of the traffic. 
It was also a fin~ncial be.efit to tho Company Itself, and 
eo disin.cumbrance of a branch r~f affairs WhICh detrimentally 
lnterfered with their more important dutlOs, as a Government. 



SECTION VIII. 

OJ the Oomponpnt Members oj the East lr.dia Oom­

pany-tl~e P1"opri(-i01's of Stock.* 

--'r---

We must now ('ousHler the East Indm Company as a body 
temporarIly orgamzed by the sover81gn buthor,ty of the 
English natIOn, for the responslble government of an 1m· 
men"e c,)mponont portIOn of the whole undlvlded 13~ltIsh 
EmpIre 1'lus power ful body may he 'laId to consIst of the" 
PropHdol.~ of lndta 8toc1..-(who may be properly dE'emed 
to constltuto the ag~rcgd,to Compdny)-tlu, D~r('clor8, "ho 
bemg themselves Propnptol's are hy dolf'gatIOn of the whole 
mass appomted to manago and supcrmtend Its affalrs, a~ 

thelr Reprosentatn os, and the J?oard (if Oontlol, whICh in 
the name of thE' Kmg's executlVo altbhorlty exerCIses, an 
appellato, anJ to some extent a dIrectory, power of mter­
ference, '1'he functIOn"! and dutICs of each of these bodieS 
are copIOusly detaIled m the Acts to whlCh 1 have referred, 
~'h()"e of the l l roprJPtors WlIl occupy the remaInder of thIs 
dlSGOurse. '1'hose of the Dlrectom, and of the Board of 
COlltrol-who, togPther, constItute the supreme government 
of Illdla, actmg thro';'gh the Governors and CounCIl at each 
Pre'>ldency as theIr IDImsters-Wlll form the subject of the 
next 

II Owmg to the changes lDtrod~ced by the" Act for the bettPf Govornment 
of IndIa ' pass! d by P ",/uament m August 1858, thIs Chaptet, hke the fore· 
gomg ones, has, m ('ommon WIth much ~f thE' remaInder of the work, booome 
Hultory 'fhe fune-tIOlla and powers of the Court ofDlre("tors, and the Board 
of Control were WIthdrawn by the above mento-mad Act, and the dU'ect 
(10~emmenL of all the terrItorlCs then m the POsseSSIOn of the East lndulo 
Company was transferred to Her MlljJesty The propr,etorll of East, IndIa 
htock have nt'N no more 8harotn the Government of Indta, 1ll reepect of auch 
propneLlH'sh,p, ,.thau thjl i101dors of BoDy other B~k -Ed 
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It will be convenient to consider of the qnalificatiols and 
functioIl,S of the Proprietors, as extracted from all the regu~ 
IatlDg Charters a.nd Statutes, under three heads-lst,f the 
mode of their Lccoming Proprietors; 2ndly: the course by 
which they act; and Srclly, the powers with which this 
body is invested. ~ 

• I. The original objects of the Company having been 
purely Oommercial, no restrictions were imposed on the ;;apa­
city of overy pers~n to purtha.e shares in tho common stock, 
'and t7hereby to become a member of the Company as a 
P.roprietor. Although the altered ch'tracter of the Coml'allY 
might have warranted a chang!} in tho qua1ifications of its 
members, yet, owing to the very liullted powers exercised 
'by the Proprietors at large, it has never bcpn deemed re­
quisite to resort to any such measure. All personr> wllatever. 
who are of the age of 21 years, whether foreigners or natural 
born subjects of England, and wjthout distinction of religwn, 
profession,' or even sex, are competent to become Proprie­
tors by the purchase of ~ slmro Or sharE'S in the capital 
stoti:k of the Company, which share"! aro sa,leable and trans­
ferable like any other propl'rty. 'rIll"! stock, which, as we 
have seen, was funr:crly tho capital on which dividend.s 
were made on profits of trade, IS nuw ('onverted into a right 
to a certain amount of tho surplus revenues uf tl10 Ipdiau 
Empire, after all expens.ts of its administration are dpfrayed. 
At the end of the term of 20 yoars, for which period tho go­
Yernment of India is further entruste<l to tho Company by 
the last Charter Act of 1833, the Gc;vernment of India may 
finally become a portion of the general government of the 
whole British Empire, and the st~ck of the Company, agreod 
to be reckoned flt twelve millions sterljng, is to become n. 
charge on that general gover"nment. 

A Proprietor 'Of shares to a less amount than 100~£, 

though a member of the Company in some sensE', is.j/0t 
clothed with allY of the administrative powers of a Propril'l­
tor .. If the owner of 500£ stock, he m&y b,\present at 
the mE-stings (01' Gen~j'al Oourts as those 1l1eetings are 
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calleh-) of Proprietors assembled for -, the transaction of 
business, although he cannot vatl'. A Proprietor ullder the' 
age, ')f ~l years, to whom any amount of stock may hal'e 
devolved by inheritance, by bequest, or by marriltge, can 
exercise none of his functions as such, until he becomes of 
that age. A Proprletor of 1000£ stock haf:! one vote at all 
elections to be made, ~nd upon all qUOf'ltionEfto be decided, 
at the Courts of Propriptors: a Proprietor of 3000£ stock 
has two votes: a Proprietor of (WOO£ ~as three votes: 
and It Proprietor of 1O,OOO£ has four votes. No Pr.oprie­
tor can have more than four vote'l, whatever ma,y be t~e 
:tmount of stock held by him. W~th a view to the preve~­
tion of combmation to servo immediato occasions, no Pro­
pritltur is allowed to vote, unles~ he has been truly and 
:.:eally posseRsed of the requi~ite amount of stock for one 
whole year; except ill the instances of such stock devolv­
ing by course of inherita~ce, or by bequest, or througll 
marriage. 

n.-All pr(lceedings of the Pnpnetors nre transacted by 
Geno'al Oourt8; at which the votes ot' a majority present 
decide; or at which a demand may be made by any nino 
Proprietors of an adjonrnment for the purpose of taking 
the per'lonal votes of all duly qualified members who desire 
to attend and vote,-whereupon the majority of votes so 
taken decides 

These general Coilrts are summoned by the Directors, 
who may assembJe tlH'm as often as they shall see cause, 
and who must a'>semble them at least foul' times in each 
year; namely. one in the ,month of December, another in 
Ma1'ch, anotlwr in fune, anJ :mother in Sf'ptember Should 
the Director;;, or 11 majority of, them, fall in so summoning 
anv of these Courts, any threp Directors may call together 
a Court in the next ensuing- month. And further any nine 

" ,-J " 

of the Proprietl)rs holding 1000£ stock may require, by a. 
special Jew-and, that a Court shall be summoned by the. 
Directors within ten days. 
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When a.ny dema.nd is regularly ma.de for takinl the 
votes of, the Proprietor'!, generally, on any question, or' 
when any eleetion is to be made, the method of giviag in 
a.nd recording voteR is by what is termed tFte Ballot. By 
that course each voter delivp.rs in a paper containing his 
simple MSet'lt or dis'!ent to any measlu'e proposed, or the 
na.me of the &ndidate or candidat~s for whom he gives 
his suffrage j depositing the paper m one of several large 
glasses. Certain. Directo. are appointed by the Court to 
receiv~ the votes into the gla:scs, and others to count out 
the votes and report t he result. No halloting can com­
mtmce at any earlIer perlOd than 24 hourR after the ad­
journment of the Court for the purpose of a ballot being 
~aken j nor can the balCot commence bofore noon, or be 
closed before six o'clock of thE' same day. 'rhe Court be­
fore separating adjourn to some day which it, fixes as the 
day for balloting. By the last Charter Act of 1833, Proprie .. 
tors are alI~wed to vote at Elf'cfiul1s by their atfornies pro­
ducing a duly executed authority. 

III.-The power" of the Proprietors :1re as follow'!: 1st. 
'1'hey furm thf> constItuent body out of whom the managing 
body, the Directors, arE' dectcr1. As 1y the constitution 
of the Court of Directors' six of it'! memuel's must vacate 
their office every year, there mll'lt be an annual election, 
which is appointed for the second Wednesday of April, at 
which each Proprietor may give in h~s lIst of names of 
candidates not exceeding six. Every other vacancy, occur­
ring by death, l'f'tirement, or removal, must be filled up 
within forty days after the vacancy declarpd; and ten days 
notice mnst be giyen by the Co,ut of Directors of the ~ay 
appointed for the electwn. 'l'ho. Propri~o1"s have also the 
power of removing allY Di~f'tor' from his office for jUFlt 
cause.-2nd. 'J'he Court of Pr"priotors is authorized lo 
Illake regula.tions (termed Byf'-law8,) fi'! well with a vie~o 
the ~ctual governmeI,t of India, and of t'he Company's 
atl'airs generally, as witI} a view to the course and method of' 
conducting business f:Jy the Conrt of Directors, ltntl to the 



JiG PO~ERB ANI> J'tTNCfIONS OF l'aOPUIlTORB (lJ' <tl!l'OB:." 

prop\:Jr demeanour of the individual Directors in the exer­
cise of their offices. This pOWf'T of making bye~la.",s woald, 
thell:5fore, on the ff:ICe of it imply a supreme and practical, 
anthoritJ in aamtnistering the affairs of the Company. In 
reality, however, it has no SUell effect. In the 'fit'st. 
place it gives no 'd.uthorlty to make any regulation con­
trary to any provisioll. of a Statute; and, stince almost all 
the powers and authorities exercIsed by the Company aro 
regulated by Statute, very httle st'ope for djscretionary legis­
latlOn by this privIlege rema~s. In the next place, these 
Statutes, having not only placod tho enbre administration of 
all matters relating to the Cin'l Or MLlitarg Government, or 
to the ReI'81t1(1' of India, in tho Court of DIrectors, but hav­
ing al"lO forbidd('ll the revocatlOu;suspension, or varying of 
any of this Court's orders relatll1g t9 these subjects by any 
general Court of Proprietors, theirpra( tIcal authority is there­
by almost nullified, And, lU'ltly, so cumbrous a. mode oj 
executing t1le functions of 1t government as thi'l, of pro­
posing grnerallaws, w lllch "ould bo suro to be opposed by 
the whole influencc' of the Dlred:or':l, If aImed at the defeat 
of their measures, would never becom~ efficient, even it allY 
Proprietor'> could be found troublesome enough to attempt 
it. Npverthele'ls, this legislatIVe authol'lty is not Without 
Borne practical and benefiCIal objects. By it the orderly 
course of transacting the busine'ls of the general Courts is 
provided; and a conslderable power IS stlll thereby retained 
in regard to the disPQ<;iul of any portlOn of the revenues of the 
Company: insomuch that no sum bE'yond 600£ can at 
any time be voted by tJie Court of' Directors by way of gra­
tuity to any person, nor more than 200£ per annum by way of 
pevsion, or salary of a new office, unless With tho sancti0u of 
two general Court~ ofPropl·ietol''l.-3rd. The Court of Pro­
prietors are eIT'powered t,) tale into their consideration all 
new propo'led Statutes, affecting the interests of the Company, 
f1lC'1 to discuss the merits of such laws, and to offer in tho 
name of the whole Company, as well to Parliament as ~o the 
Court of j"il'ectol's, the opinions resqlved on by the majority 
of a Court.' In like manner, this C~lrt is empowered to 
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eall for information on any topics connected with t1fe aq­
ministra\ion of affairs by the Court of Directors, and to pass 
Il'esolutions of censure or approbation upon their m~, 
Qr to sl'lggest otherI'!, although not competent to flnforce 
the execution of the measurps so suggested. With the 
.sa.me view to the pllbhc expression of the opinion of the 
body of Propri~ors on Ule mode of timimstrntion of the 
Government by the Court of Dlrectors, that Court IS re­
quired to lay befole the General Courts of Proprietors an 
f.j.nnual. acconnt of the finane' of the Company. It is in 
the exercise of tkis kttnch of theIr functions, and in tho 
duty of elections, that the G enoral Court of' Proprietors is 
mh.inlyengaged. • 

. Upon a review of all these powers and functions of the 
body of Proprietors its true uscfulncsq will appear t,o consist 
in its constituting a fair, an enlightened, and at tho samo 
time a popu.lar, source of powe)', upon a !;ystem of repre­
sentation; And ill its supplymg a solemn check on the 
conduct and measure,> pursued by those to whom the im­
po~nt executive dntics 01' governing tho vast East India 
Empire is entrusted. 



DISCOURSE I V. 

01 the (lollrt of Direetors, and Board of 
()ontrol • 

••• 
Of the Qualifications of thc~, Indivtdual Directors. Of 

the cour8e by which the Di,'ectors a,·e as a Oourt. Of thA 
Po'wer8 of the Court of Directors. OJ the Board of 
Control. 



D ISCOU RSE IV. 

or the (Jourt of Directors, and Board of 
(Jontrul. 

SECTION I 

OJ lhl' fjltaldil atwm ., IlIawlLl ual D~ri'ctors 

I .. rROPOSE to treat of tht' COll!>tltutlOn and qua.hty of 
tko Court of DIrectors umkr tl.I ee sever",l heads-First, tho 
qualmcation'l of the It1~wtdual DLrccfors, and the mode of 
'theu' electIOn Second, tho ('onr">e ln WlllGb they e:\.ercise 
thetr functwns. 'fhlrd, the powers wIth whlCh the Court of 
DireGLors IS lllvosted. 

FitBt. Every perbon, to be elIgIble as a Director, must 
be a ProprlOtor of btock to the amount of 2000£, at lea.st. 
'rhls amount of tho peofJllmy quuhficatlOn of a DJrector 

• wd first fixed by thu Charter of 1608. 

No Proprwtorb hut such as arc Engltsh s'Ul~crtlf can be 
elected DIrectors. Every peri5vn horn wlthlll any part of 
the dOIDlllIOns of the Crown of England IS by hIs hlrth-nght 

• • The " Act for tho better ao'l'Crnment of Indm" whl(,h came mto force 
towards the end of 1858, abolished the Court.of Directors and Bow of 
Control, and transferred the powors of the latter to a Seoretary of Stahl 
for Ind a At the same hme a Council, ('onslstmg' of fifteen members, 
was establIshed and styled tho GOUhCtt of bllua Of the first member. 
composmg Hus COULOll, seven wore deoted by the Court of Threctors fro1ll 
amongst thelT own bc.dy, and the T('mamdct wers appomted by Her Ma.lS8ty 
VacanCIes happenmg from t.ms to tlI:l': among8~ sucb members of the 
CounCIl 8Jj are appomtcd by tho C, "P arc.ilIed up by the SovereIgn, ~~Ile 
every other vacancy IS filled up by tl ~ ,onuml by ejectIOn But five, at 
least, of the members appomted by the Crown, and four, at least, of thoee 
elerted must have son-ed or realded In Ind'a for ten yeara at leas~d 
lfIuet not ha.ve left IndIa. m"lre than ten years precedml! the date of th;ir 
appointment, and no person other than one 80 qualified oanthl) appointed 
or eiO<lted to till any vaanc1m the Counoil unleBll a~ the bme of the ap-

lIZ 
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~n Ei.glish subject· consequently, every N~tn'e bOnl withbt 
the terrltorles of Indla under Brltish Government 18 ehgtbla 
as a DIrector, provIded he IS otherwIse qualIfied. So also 
any foreIgner may become entItled to all the lIghts of an 
Hngh:ohmao, by Lemg wh,tt IS termed 1taturali4ed (that IS 

havmg the l'lghtl:> of a nc1tur.11 Loro subject conferred npon 
hIm) by act of Pdrhanillllt. '1'hl" quahbcatIdh of bemg an 
EnglIsh subject, IS HoL lC(lUlu,d III P101i1 u.,iof.,; but the 
Dil ector.~, bemg lllvesteJ with cAteli~1Vc pohtlCal powers of 
a natIOnal character, ought of vLOubly to be uudel the oLh~ 
gabon of every publIc Juty and foellllg to uphold tl::te natIOnal 
mterests. ' 

No person who h.t" hclJ oibee 1ll IndIa, and who shall 
have bet-n declared Ly tho CJurt of DIrectors to have pecu­
mary acwunts unscttled with tho C~mp,tlly, or agamst whom 
th""t Court shall h,LVe <1001a1<,<1 that a ehal ge for Ull:ooonduct 

]lOmtment or electIOn, mne, :.t least, or the LoutIunmg mLl1lherB are persUlS 
110 qnalIfied Each membLr holds hlA office dUllng good behlvlOur, but 
may be removed from It upon an ndil,. Be of both llou~es of Parhament. 
III which no IDflmber of thp rouueIl can Bit or vote :i!.aLh member recOlves 
II. salary of £1000 pe,. anntLm 

Under the dlreetIon of the Secrotaryof State for Imh.1, who IS PresIdent, 
It t8 the duty of the (,oullul to ('ouduct the busmess transacted ill the 
Ulllted Kmgdom, 1n relatIOn to the Government of IndIa, but every order 
Ol' despatch fleut to IndIa must be sl),'Iled by the 5ecrLtar) of 5tat.e, and all 
d.spatcheB from Govullml ntH 111 Iud,.. mu.t be .1ddrl-BbLd to lam The 
SeCloLaty of St.J.te dn Idl b the (,OUllCll Into ('ommIthJLS for the morL LOn­
veutOnt trauSaLtlOll of husllle~s, duwts what lkpal trnwts shall be under 
fluch CommItteL~ rospl-LtlVel) and hl-nClaIly the maJ.llll-l m WhICh all BULh 
IJUSlllllSS IS to be tranbacted He h.1s also the po\\Lr to appomt auymember 
of the COUllLIl to be Vl(,e l'rOS1(kIlt, 01 to I emove tum aftfol appomtmcnt 
lIleetmgs of the Counell are com oued Ilnd hdd wheu and as tho Secretary 
of St.1te pleaslls, but one Meetlllg, at least must bfo held In every \\LLlc, and 
all thu POWLrS of the Council lllolY bl- I,XerCIbcu by suoh MeetlUg provlded 
there rue not less than five mum!: )" prcsent 

At any Meetmg of the CouncIl • wluch the Secretary of State 18 present, 
If there be a dIfference of oplUl0n on allY qULst.un other than that of the 
electIflll of a member of COUllLII, or the expLudlture of revenue, the deter. 
ll11uu.tlOn of the Secretary of :,t"te 18 final In case of an equahny of votel!l 
st .iuy Mootmg of the COUIll'U the Secretary of State, If presenli, or, ill lus 
ab~~llce, the PldsIdlng mell ).Jer, has the casbn

y 
vote, aud all Aots done 

.l.t .111) Mcctll:l& of the CJIUlCU ill the abscll{..e 0( the Secretary of State, 



·t$ under cons~derati<ln, i'l eligiLle to be R Director "1' tho 
term. of .two years after his return to England, unless thoso 
8JtlC£lUuts be sooner settled, or such (Jhl~rge sooner desjded . 

• Every Director i!l required to tako.an oath of office ,vithil1 
ten days after hIS clection, bt-fore eel·ta.m appointed Itllthori­
ties, otherwise his electIOn beCOITIl''l V~ld. 'rho oath IS of 
nn impres'llvo ~hnracter, and is to th~ followmg "trect . 

The DIrector swears to hIS belll~ auly amI truly quahlh:tl 
in rC'lpect to the !l.mount Jr siwek owned by hIm: he swenrq 

·that, In case he's m any way lflterc'ltetlm any uenlmgs, con­
t:.racts, or pureha<;es, maJt l,y or wIth tho Company, ho wlll 
record the sarno provlOus to the di"cusblon 01' the makmg ot 
any treaty or negotiatlOa upon any snbjoct, connected w1th 
'<;uch deahngs, and wIthdn\w, wIthout gWllH'; n,ny vote· 1\0 

tlwn proceeds to swear," that ho \YlU not, dIrectly or indi-
te roctly, accept 01' take any perq111sltp, emolument, fcC, pre­
et sent, or rqward, upon any f\Ceount wh,Ltsoevcr (or lltly 

e~pt the C'i('ctlOn of 0 mE-mile' of the ('01111< d, mll~t obtam the gllnctlfll 

of the Secretary of Statl', ir IllS ~rrovalllJ \. nLlDg 1n C'tse of II. dlff01 ence 
of OI)lIIlOU on any quO.tlOlJ doudod at any "MCOtllll\, thc SCLrctary of Staie 
('au 1111\''' hIS opmlon, and hI. n.tsODa for ho]!I.lIg It ('utuLd III the almuto( 
of the CounCl!'ij Proclolh"gs, RO llso m~) o.ny ortlmnry momb01 

Every order or commU11I1'.1tlOn prop()~('d to 1 ~ ,,"nt to IndIO, am1 every 
order plOposed to 00 made In tho UllItod Kmgdom by tl,e" "locr('tary (>I 

Stat", mLHt, unless It h'ts uPclj snllIUlttcd to tho Coutlol, be plucecl ])1 tho 

CouuClI room for tho l'orUM tl of "ll tho mcmhLr, for gev!.n days preVlOtlR 
to aenrlm,\' or makIng the ordor, unless It nppf'a ... to tho SLCretary of Statn 
\ hut the df-Rp'tt( II of allY COmmlllllcutlOn or the lI1'tkmg of any orlkr Iii 

tllgently IOql11r(.<l, III llhldl Ctl,O the' nrdf'r In,IY be maclo, or th!' dtRpnt(h 
~ent, but the ur,;ent r"a~onq for nlllkmg or ~o\j(lmg tho .ame mllst 10 
rocOId!.d Ccrtlt\ll souot OId<r~ 'tho may be 80llt to India lllthout thn 
Secretary of St~te's lommulIIu<bng thf'm 4,,, tI,l' CUllnul, !1ntl 'III debpntcr eR 
from In,hu. marked' Secrot" may, III like mn.nner, not bo f-ommunicMc(1 

uu]pqS the SerrotlUY of btate t1l1uks fit '/hO SL~retary of Stnte can a1i'o 
\Jvlrllllc n maJor1ty ofth .. CounCIl, 't"t \1 ntlm).!; "gIHn't 1\\(,lr OP11110\1! hf'> 
must recoll] hlb l'eason, f(,1 d( IIlg sn 111 doalmg' "Ith thl> l'pl!11l11ture of 
tile revenues of lndm, hOll ~ver, ,,In<,11 aro SltbJeLt to tho control of thE' ~l'et· 
ary of State In CouncIl, no ~rant or appropriatIOn of "-Dy part of these Clmfbe 
made WltllOut the concurrl'nce of 1\ m:vority of votes at a Meeting of the 
Councll.-EtL. 



" p~lI1ise or engagement fi.)\, Q.1ly) for or in "aspect of the a.~ 
" pointment, or nomination, of any person to Imy J>lace Of' 

" office in tho gift of the Company, or of himself as a Direc­
" toi, or for or on accouut of, or any ways relating to, any 
"other business 01' affairs of the Oompany:" he further 
swears, " that he ~ll be faithful to the Company, aud, ac­
" cording to the best ('of his skill and unde~tanding, givr>, 
" his best advice, counsel, and as"li;,tance for the RUPPOl't (\1' 
" the good government of the <;ompany;" and, lastly, ho 
.wears "that in the office {' :l Dlrcr:tor' of the Company' 
" he will be indifferent and 'equal to all manner of per­
c< sons, and will in all things faithfulIy and honm,tly demean 
" himself, according to thfl best of hIS skill and under~tana­
C( ing." 

Every Dlrector, going beyond sea from England, must 
report to the Oourt such his intentlOn; and, in case he eon­
tinues absent more than one year, the Court of Direcwro; 
must report his abseIH'e to 'the next General Court of Pro­
prietors; who may, if th"y think fit, thereupon remove him 
from his office. This General Court l~'1s hkewise power to 
remove (if they think fit) any Director who shall take any 
office of emolument under the King's government, And, 
further, any DIrector may be displaced by the proceedmgf:> of 
two Coneral Oourts; at the first of wInch the grounds of 
the motion for removal must bp \)rought forward and re­
corded, and at the second of willch tIll' qUPbtion for rell1ovt~1 
is to be deCIded by tile votes of the Propl'wtors then pre­
sent. All these liabIlities to removal are created by the 
Bye-law, of the Company, passed by the General Coart;.; 
of ~be Proprietors. 

The number of Directors is twenty-four. Until the year 
L , 

1773 all these Directors \ 'cre rhosen tIlIlwally. hut m that 
Y6.'l.r a Sta.tute provided'- that. bix ollly of the Dired0rs 
.hould go out of office every year by rotation: consequently, 
no'Director can serve for a longer period than four ycars, 
'fhere must necessarily, therefore, be an flllJ1ual election of 
six Directt{s in the room of those *ho go out by rotatIOn; 
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'which electiOTl is appointed to take place on the !ElfOOd 
Wt"dnellqay of every April. Previously to that dllY two 
lists are printed of all Proprietors entitled to vote: on~1it!t 
is to be ready to be delivered to any Propriettlr demanding 
It five months before the day of tho: annnal election; and 
the other list, which must comprehend :ell Proprietors who 
have become s.ch since the dehvel'~of the la':lt list, is to 
be'ready fourteen days before the election. E,rery candi­
dnte mllst siglllfy. ill writrig to tho Secretary of the Court 
l,li& de~ire to hp{'ome such, th.t~ ·t,\ ') dn)"" before the day 
of election; and a libt of all the cumhdutes is publisht'll 
tltirty clay ... befol'o tl1f' t'lection, 'L'h<' modo of balloting for 
thbse annual candidates, and fOJ' othcl''l, a£> llldlvidual va-• 
caneies occur, has hoen- explamed IU the last diseoursp, 
When an indlvldual vacancy OCCUI''l, liot in the cOllrse of 
aHnual rotation, the candidate eleeted in his place caD only 
serve for the remamdcl' of the period wluch his predeces­
:-.01' had to, s~rvc, Such a vacau<,'y, wlH'D It occurs, must 
he pubhbhed by the Court-a day for electing another to 
the office mnst 110 fIxed ~hin forty day'l of' buch dpclal'll-. -tlon of the va<.:aucy-und teu day" publIc llotlce of' tho day 
of electlOn must uc glven, 

There is no re'3trwti(m, lIOWPVP)', agrtlll'lt the same Director"! 
who have gone out by rotatioll bp<.:uminl!' candidatc,> to 
Rucet;led to the next at&ual vacancles-ano, m prflc.ticl', 
they always do he<.:ome so, ullle,",,; tl~e'y choo<;c volulItaJ'lly 
to rctlre from office, FOI' l'~ j1f1rICDCe lmvltlg '5he\\ II the 
Ildvltlltage of l'(>talJ1lJ1g ttJP "erno(''' of Hw'lo who l11LH' 
pl'eviuu.,ly bccnllle ver.,ed 1I1 the aif<11I''l of' thc Comrall~r, 

IUld who Inay ltt the tuue of the~l' turn for vacatIlig hd\o 
become eIlgaged m ol'igmatmg' or cltrl'ymg into effect SOllH' , 't· 1 lmporta:t'Jt meaf>url'S, It provqp 'l.D bVlOU.., polIcy to re.-e eet 
such DlI'ectol's as boon as tllOir PWd cO}JIpC'tpDry to aic-t 
was ref'lfored. Moreover, the Indlnuual Dlrect01''j would 
not be so hkely to pay such zealous attentIOn to t!ett< 
duties, or to be so free from every bIas to servi their pri­
vate objects, if thpy ~I'~rehended that their ant\ority might 
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te1"~nate withl"). a short period by the ohang\~s and >cl1!\n~ 
of a populal' election. With a view to ens'dr,€; sl1ch 't'e.~Elc,.. 
tio1f against any oppositi.on of Proprietors who from caprieOO, 
or favor to ether candidates, might be dispr.sed to reject 
suoh old Members, wit,hout there existing :tIly jUlilt oam~e 
for their removal,1 it has been for many years the custom 
for all the Directors ... -0 join in recommendllJlg the six late 
Members to the suffrages of the l~I'oprletors, and in sup­
porting them by their own VOJDS, amI those 0f all others 
whom they can influence, I ill case any rival ('andidat~s 

should appear. This rt'commondation of the old ~fem ber!'! 
by the Directors i'l termed" PublIshing the h07UW li,s~," 

and it never fails of its object. In practice, thererore. there 
are thirty Directors; SIX of whoIT, by rotation vacate theIr 
office for ont' year-and it must be acknowledgt'd that the 
original polif'y of this rule of rot~.tion, which was that of 
affording to the constituents of the Dilectors a perludlCal 
dj·8Cj·etion in the appointm,mt of thpir representatives ana 
rulers has been frustrated. 



S~CTION II. 

Ofllte course ~y which the Di1"('ctm'''aci, us a Cum't. 

Second. All the' measure!; all transacted, directly or in" 
(li'rectly, through Conrts, at wh~ 11 bUllf'le majorIty decides 
on ,all quebtlOns and proccpdings. But, by a oye-law of the 
, Geij,eral Court of Proprwtors, overy DIrector, whether present 
or not" \nay, within fourteea dayb after any measure is rCbo.lvcd 
on, enter his dissent, with his reasons, on the records of the 
COUl't. No Court is competent to proceed on business, unless­
thirteen members attend. By a bye-law the Court 01 Directors 
IS required to lpeet once at least in every week for tho pur­
posos of business. By another bye-law the Court ofDirectol's 
annually appoint one of thei;; members to be their Chairman 
(whi~h is a term con:..4bJ.only ubed in England for the Presi­
dont of any assembly, as being the person occupying the 
pl'lllcipal <teat) and another thOlr Deputy Chairman for the 
\7nsuing year. Tho Deputj Chairman usually, though not 
a.s of course, succeeds to the office of Chau man for the next 
year. Tho dutIes of the ChaIrman (and III his absence-of 
the Deputy ChaIrman) are, to govern the COUl'be ot proceed­
lUg,~ at all Courts and other lDPet1l1g's at' Wllll:h he pl'el:>illm, 
-to bring forward ol'lllllarlly tJJ() ,,-:mous matters to be (h~­
cus&ed-and to be the organ of personal conferenceb \\ ttl! 
the Presidont aud Board of' Contl'o1 upou buch Itfl'an's of tb.c 
Company as requIre such COllllIlulUcation. '1'he Chall'wall 
is a.llowed by IUb brothel' DU'8litOl'; t bi g: proportIOnate In­

fluence ln the dlSPObUl of apf!QllltHmtl:> III thl" gltt of t~ 
Court, and also ill other l\,1atterl>. 

}"'Ol'. the greater faCIL ty of busmess the C'ourt is divided' 
into several CommIttee.. 'l'hese Committees conwst of dif­
ferent numbers, bl...t tie Chau'man und Deputy Chairman art> 



alwto,rs two of their members.' The prinolpal oommitt~ 
are:-

l"'t. The qommittee of Corre!!pond~nce. 

2nd. The Committee of Secrecy. 

31'd. 'rhe Com~ittee of Accounts. 

4th. The CommiUee of Treasury, 

It will be expedient to notice, in a general way, the quality 
of business delegated to each of~hose four principal commit. 
tees, 'l'here aro soveral otIlir Committees of less co~idera.­
tion-such as that of Lawsuits, that of the House, that of the 
Civil Cullege in England for the instructlOn of t~ose nomi­
nated to become Civil Servants in India, that of the Mil'ita?'!, 
Seminary for the instruction of Ca..lets, that of the Libl'a1'1j, 
anrt that of the M ilitar!l Fund for retired officers, and their 
widows and families. 

The Committee of C01'1'espondenct1 is the most important 
of aU the Committees. It is their province -to consider of 
and prepare all orders to be issued to the Governments of 
India in the Public, Political, l\lilitary, Revenue, Judicial, 
Law, and Ecclosiastical Departments, They receive all 
Despatches from the Governments of India in these Depart­
ments, aud prepare replies. 'rhey receive all Petitions and 
Me~orials a.ddre"sed to the Court by individuals complain­
ing' of grievances, 01> requesting' f~vours, To their conside­
ration and rAport al~o are remitted most of the appoint­
Il1cnh of the ~r('at oCkers ill the service of the Company. 

TllO Committee of SCCl"CI'Y IS OBe which is expressly di­
l'Pcted to be nppointed by l~ Statute passed in the year 1784. 
The appointmcllt of a Secret Committee was fil'St made by 
the Court itself UpOll tho commencement of tho3e conteflts 
wlth the Frelleh, "'hioh \ we ~f:jen referred to in the preced. 
il'g diocourbe. The' ob~ 'ct was that of considering all 
pohtical mn.tters arising, as between the Company and those 
!lat-ions which might b!l at war with the English, and as_ be­
tweon the Company and the various Native States. . Such 
matters as these were common to \'he consideration of the 
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Englith GovernDlent loud the Company-aod .jJ; pRe; be­
came of, the utmost importanoe that the ministers 01 the 
CrOWD, a.nd certain organs of the Court of Directors, should 
commnllic~te oonfidentially together-and that the su11jects 
of their joint delIberations should be ~pt entIrely secret, not 
only from the public, hut eVOD from the Jlumerons memberlJ 
of the Court. ('he subJects of such dlMiberations were, com­
monly,projected wars, invasions, campaJgns, treaties, acquisi­
tions of tenitories. and allilDces,-and all such projects were 
ebvioUoSly liable to defeat or ~llure by bcmg prematurely 
disclosed. 'l'he formatlOn of sucb a Secret Committee was, 
t~refore, naturally suggested by the important pohtical 
positren the Company gr~duall.1 arrived at. It was render. 
ed compulsory by the Act passed m 1784, aud was hmited to 
three members only. In tune of peMe the duties of this 
Commlttee, although tOf eminent lmportance, are neither so 
numerous no~ so urgent as in t\me of &ny war. ThE:' In!'m. 
be1'l!l and 'all the officers of the CommIttee aro sworn 
to secrecy, and communicate only WIth the Board of 
Control. 

The Committee of Accounts has the custody of the hooks 
in which the transfers of stock are regIstered, and the investi~ 
gation of transfers and supermtenucnCfI of such registry. 
They receive all bIlls driwn on the Company, and accept 01' 

not according to advices, They receive and report on aIr 
biils of charges, and manage the issMng of all the Compa~ 
ny's bills of exchange and notes issued III England. 'I'hey 
superintend the correspondence with the Accountant's offiee~ 
in the several Presidencies of I~dia. They have the pre­
para.ti&n of annual accounts of t~e Com14any's cash,oftheil' 
stock, produce of revenue;::, 8Il.les,JdIsbursements, rec.eJp~s~ 
payments and debts, and a.n estiJate of the same for the 
current year, to be la.Id before the Board of Control and~e­
fore \loth House., of Pat'hament, and also bl3fore the gene! 
~ Court of Proprietor! 



ne Committee of the Tre(f;tury provides for the paym&nt 
ot'&U ai.lhds ou stock, and i.ni.e!'eS:lti on the Comp'TIY's bill~ 
_4 Dotes, and negotia.tes the Company's 108>118. They 
ltOperintenci tke communications between the COl. rt a.nd the 
Indian GOTemments' in the depa.rtments of their general 
trea.snries at each "Preeid€'ncy. They have the custody of 
the Compo.ny's seal, It'.led in Engla.nd for bhe't>ul'pose of pxe­
eating the deeds and contr~ct.'1 of the Company, and see 
to the due affixing the seal on i:t;lstruments to be executed. 
And., genereJ.ly, they have tfra care of and dealing with thEJ 
(W a.~d bQ.Jlion of the Company. 

None of these Committees, it is to be observed have any 
power in thl'm$elt'I',~; unless any In'l,tte1'R are by special or 
deI'S of the Court directed to be carnod into effect by them: 
Their only actual dnties, in ordinary, are to inquire and re­
port, and to nO'l'ninak or recommpnd to certain appointmen1s. 
These reports must be slgu-:ld by the members; and, unless 
they are laid before the Court itself withm mght days after 
being so signed, they become Df111 and void. It is rather, 
therefore, with a view to the reqUIsite informntion of the 
wQole body of the Court, and for the sake of obtaining the 
opinion of momber'! who have made it their business to as­
certain ~ll details of the matter under dIscussion, that these 
Committees are appointed, than with any view of dologating 
;ha.t authority which can only be exercised by the Court 
ltself, consisting of n,p less a number than thirteen of its 
metllbcrs. 

Copie/t of all the proceedings, reeolutionEl, and Ol'de1'8 of 
each Oourt :rouat, wJthin e.ight days after the holding of the 
GQ\ll't, be fOl'Warded to the Board of Control. Oopiess also, 
()f al,lletters, a.dvic'es, an( aespatches received fl'Olll India, 
1fl:ich ~ate in any ma.l'ler to its govermuent, or to its 
~ellues, or to the appr~priatiQn of them, must be laid 
'betor~ the BOQ,rd of Control immediately after their receipt. 
I shall explain the objects of' submittjng all this informa.tion 
\0 the 'Boa.rd of Control, when 1 corile to trea.t of the func ... 

l 



('o,t!UII ttl 'WBfca !'H& lUItI:(lTQltS ~ 1., 
tiO-llS and .UtllOTlty of tha.t body: in the meu.wtW.e • will 
bt> sutli~tent to mention, that no orders Or inst1'1lCCiOlll wllat­
eier, reluting to the government or revenues of India., tl6t1. 

be saut out by the Court, untll elther apJPI'Oved blthat 
Board, ()r Kitch a ('ourse be taken"by the Boa.rd, with 
.. view to a I'evlsmg or altera.tion of ~ch despatches, INI 
will til' ht'l'cafttr noticed. 



SECTION III. 

OJ the Powe1'S of the Oourt of Dil'e~01'8. 

Thi1·d. The powers of the COltrt of Directors over India, 
for as long as the Parliament ~ England ha ..... e so determined,· 
and subject to such control as has b&p-n, and will be 
further, detailed, are in their nature those of &. supreme sov~­
reign authority. 'l'he great dil>tance l however, of this sup,'eme 
governing body from the actual scone of their operations 
renders it necessary that a system of subordinate local 
Governments should be organized-tel which Governments 
very large discretionary ppwers are given; some by tht.> 
general instructions and orders of the Court, and some by 
the Statutes of the English legislature itself. But, what­
ever discretionary powers are ~crci!.ed by the chief. or 
other local Guvernments of India, they are all, nevorn,p­
less, subject to !:ouch interferE'nce, sanction, revil>ion, or 
reversal, as the Court in its paramount authority may judge 
expedient. 

By the terms C( of 8Ul11'cme SOL'I'1'rig'n a1lflwl'/'f!J" is not to 1)(" 
understood a pure arll.itrary power, without any constitu­
tional rules of action, and withuut law. 1'h& Court is 
'created by a law; and it go\'cms according to laws. The 
law which has constituted its plan of government is; like 
tha.t of the law of the ElJglish constitution itself, a law 
to be traced to the .,gener\l will of the people, exprodst:d 
in this instance by a Sta Ite bf the Imperial Parliament" 
whfch is the organ of the ,hole English nation. The laws, 
acc,\,:ding to which the Court governs, ape either such Sta­
tu'tes (which this Court cannot repeal or disobey)-or they 
are the anrient unaltered local laws of India, or law~ 



\Bade by themselves or theIr 10081 Govermnents Qf lwiia, 
all of wh~h the Court must oonform to, untIl they, through 
thalT Indian Government, or the Indian Government , 
ltself, shall alter or annul them. By sayIng, 1Illcrefore, t"'~t 
the nature of the COllrt's authority l' 8UPH',1U> IS meant, 
that it has the ll'ljll,lative power, by Whlilh It mlty dICtate 

what shall be Itt", and what shall not..Lwlth the exceptIOn 
of such laws as ItS own constitutIOn IS dept"lldent upon, 
and such as the P~rha.ment.of the umted nation, by whIch 

it.self ''ias created, shall ha.\ e '-lel down for Its gllldanee. 
Moreover, the Court umte'> m It<;elt the c,rp(·tdwl', as well 
as' the ~egl!,latn e uuth,mt",,, of Government-thero heing 
110 'se~rate branch of this C0urt (as IS the case With the 
fillpreme authority of I<:::ngfand) entrusted With the adminis­
h.·afwn 0f that authorlty accordmg to those px:preo-s laws 
"luch may have beo~ enacted, or accordmg to sound dis­
erelaon In all cases not prO\ HIed {Ol by CAprt'ss laws. It 
IS true, mdced: that, by St..ttute, • thc GovelllOr Gom>ral Qt 
Indla 1ll COllllull~ entl ul>ted '0\ Ith authority to make ge­
ncrll.llaw&, but Its }M¥'> m<\'y be annulled by the Court of 

• 
Dlrectors, and the }J,,, s "llldl that COul t may reqUlre to 
be enacted mu~t he p<t"dd by tho Govel'llmont III IndIa 
'l'hl1.t Government, therefol e, I;' III all roo-pects subordmate, 
dud not 1U Ito-elf suplorne 1U any SOlh" , -tltbongh the Go­
vernment of the Govcrnoj G()ll~ral lU ('OUllCIl 1 .. u<;ually 
cIIlhd the bupreme Government of Indta, fOl the sake ot 
dl-..tlnctlOll. 'l'he regulated powe), al~o, of the Board of 

Control to rCJPct, or ..tlter, the orders and lnstructlODs of 
thu, Court 111 matters of govclllment, certalllly qUl/lljil-s It!> 
pohtlCal &uprema.cy: but, m,tblUUch a<; the Boal d IS npt 
empowered to onvtluth any mo,tl,u·res 01' ordcl's, Its autho­
l1ty operates but as (~ elM rk, and) not ~together bubveI­
sive of the suprpme chdract'~l' 0" th.e COUl t'& powers 9f 
Government subject to "he resl'lctlOn& I hd,\ e 110tlCod­

subject to the f'xpress '3tatlA.tes of tho British l't\rhamen~ 
and 8libJect \0 the mtLrforCllce of the Board of Control, 
hy the speclally appolU~d COUI"se. and to a IIl..Illtcttoxtent-
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the,t3W's and administra.tive powers of the Cou.tt of Jli,rcJ 
tors, so long as its oODstitut.i.on cootiDu.es, b&V4'l .bsolate 
force over the property, hberty, and lives ohll who dwelt 
within the Company's ttlrritories In India. 

To the Court qf Directors, then, is delegated the power 
of issuing such orde14" and dIrections, to be ~rrieQ into eft'ect 
by the local authorIties of India, and of framing such lam to 
be observed in the conduf't of Government, and in the ad. 
ministra.tion of justice, as tlJthefn may be expedient. UpOIl 
submitting such measules ~ the con'llJeration of the Board 
of' Control, and recewlllg notIce of It,b dl'!approval, or of its 
revisal, of them, thf'y are authorIzed to ml1kfJ such refirl'­
sentations and explanations as they may thi~k fit 
respecting the matters upon whic11 any disapprobatio'n 
has been expressed, or variatIons buggcsted, by the Board; 
wInch repl'eSentatlOlls, the Board Ib nqUlred to give attentlntl 
to, and thf'u finally to d~clde upon. If any difference (If 
opil'ion shall arlbf', a!:> to w hetber the subject-matter of th(· 
Board's dIsapproval, 01' alterat.';on, ha'5 J"elatlOn to the Go-
1'crnrmnt or RL~ OIl/Oil of IndIa (upo';:;' which subjects 'only 
the Boa"d IS entItled to exerciso It..., powers of' control) vr 
as to ",hether theIr orders or dlr('choll" arc m any other 
respect beyond the !:>COpf' of' thl'II' h'gal authority, the Court 
1S ernpowrrrd to !:>ubmlt any buch qu('st/on to the a{lJlH11-
l'atIOn of CE'l'tam of the j !ldges of I.;n~land 

By the Jast Chartt~r Act of 1833, the Court has been 1'1:'­

quired to dl'aw up, and sulmllt hoth to Parhament and to the 
Board of' Contt-ol, a body uf stundlllg !I' n«ml "uif'l> for th( 
guidance of the Suprt'm? Govet'Ument of IndIa in the supel­
mtelldence and aommistJatlOu of the affall's of tho country 
These general rutes 1a'1,: l'e{ercnce to the mod/' of eXerCIb­
UIg the powers ent1'Ut;t~l to the local Governments, and tc 
the mObL expedIent COUIf,e to be adopted In giving publicily h 
the laws of the l.'Ountry ThIS is one 01 the many precau­
tIOn!:> deviS{)d for ensuTmg some syste'lttatic l'lan In cohdutn;· 
109 til(' (~dmmlstratLOu of the Imfll'm Governments and lUI 



"tmpoaing limits upon the disoretion even of the e:reouliva 
bta1icll E)tthose governments, as far as 9. due regard to their 
e5iciflncy will allow of. 

The Governor General ofIndia (as w~ll be in a future dis­
course explained) has, undor authority of a Statute, certain 
powers of acting, in matters entrustod ~o the administration 
of the governments of India, by his own solo authority, 
without any previous communication with any of the Coun­
cils of India. To- the. C<fnrt of Diroctors, however, is 
reserved the power of suspendi~ and restoring the liberty 
of ~xercising this special privilege. All individual power 

. anq discretion is contrary to the spirit of the constitutional 
laws ~ England, which ill all polIt.ical measures aims at 
securing the advantages of free dIscussion and nnion of 
opinions. Although, therefore, emergencies may arise, dur­
ing the a.bsence of the !Governor General from his Council, 
e&lling for im~ediate resolutions-ryet, 80 jealous is the Eng~ 
lish Government of all a.rbitrary authority, that it provides 
againstall defects of a porsonal qua.lity, and supplies the 
mell..'qs of denying to tlte rashness of one man a. p-ower which 
may be safely reposed for a. time in the cautious discretio'Q 
of another. 

The Court of Directors has but very limited power in 
granting away tho funds and revenues of the Company" for 
the !Dere benefit of individual persona. No pecuniary grantll 
CAll be made of any gratuity beyond 60!>£~ or of any pen­
sion, or of any new or increased ~ry, beyond 200£ per 
annum, without the consent, not only of the Boa.rd of Con­
t.rol, but also of two general Courts of Proprietors. 

All the chief and most importallt offices held in India, 
both in the Civil and MIlitary D~pal'tmeits of its Govern­
ment, are in the appointmeat Of the fJourt of Directors. 'T<,> 
some of these ofiices the Court aJpOlllts dIrectly and e~. 
prel!sly-as regards others (which form !I. vast proportion~f 
the appointments held in India.) the Court selects two· 
classes of persons, out <4 which cla.sses only ca.n irvlividnals 
be chosen to fill suc~ offices. One of these olaMe8 is that 



of tte Civil serVants, 'Mch of whom is origina.lly.> apPOintea 
by the Co~l't under the nam& or 8. Writer--the 'Otltar is tW 
of t~e military servants, who enter the service c·f the Omn .. 
pany under the denpmination of Cadets. Of the wilib&ry 
servants, who also hold commissions jn IlI.d.ia as military 
officers of the QUE!,:lD, and who rise in rank and are govern­
ed in a similar way to that in whlch all cf~her pOl'tlons of 
the English army are governed, I have no occasi')n to make 
further me~ti()n. Upon the qltl1ity of the civil service it 
may appear to the purpo&e ( . offer, presently, a few opservt\­
tions. 

The Court of Directors appoints expressly to tne offic~'of 
the GovGrnor General of IndIa, to ,that of all the members of 
Ilia Council (save one), to t.llat of Governor of each of the 
other PresidenclCs of India, to that of all members of those 
Governors' Councils, to that of CoU'.mander-in-Ohief of all 
the military forcos of Indi~, to tllllt of CommanJer-lD-Chief' 
of the forces of the Prcsidencles of :Madras and Eombay, and 
to some other minor offiC\ls which it is unnecessary to enc­
merate. Thp functions of one 01 the 'Jouncillors of the, Su~ 
prem~ Government of India are confined exclusively to the 
11!gislativ6 department of that government. 

The appointments to the office of the Governor General 
of India, to that of the Governor of each of the Presidencies 
of India, to that of the Commantlor-in-Chief of India, to 
that of the other Qommanders-m-Chief, and to that of the 
legislative member or'the Suprome Goverument, are neither 
of them valId or complete until approved of by the Crown. 
'fhis provision of the Brih&h legIslature sup-phes anothel1 
lirik In the chain by whi~ the destinies of IndIa 0.1''3 bound 
up WIth those of the whole English Bmpirc. The Cvurt is 
necessarily compelied, th{ ~ug}> the rISk of rejection, to select 
p~rsons to fill these high ')ohtlCal statlOns whose prinCIples 
of government, alld who~c qualIfications, arc satisfactory 
to those who administer the general aft'airs of the English 
Goverllmo3t. These mini"ters of the", Crown ca.n, thems~lV'elJ, 
hold their lIuthonty no lo1lger than while their own meaSONEl 
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\toe tatiet'actMy to the British Parliament; as being ~ •• 
oive to ~e n&.tional strength and prosperity. And thu i4 
IeODred, as far as human designs can perhaps QCcomp1it~, a. 
unioll of ()(}Uncils and of policy throqgh all kradations of , 
&Ilthority, from the supreme organ of the state down k.I 
the humblest official entrnf>~d with ae share of political 
power. 

The Court of Directors caD, at their own dIscretIon, 
and without assigning an! ot{ier cause than such as they 
may see fit to specify, removJrom theIr offices either the 
GQvernor.GeneraJ, or any Governor, or Commander-Ill-Chief, 
or .Member of Council; and in like manner may suspend, 01' 

dismi~ altogether, from .their service, any of their CiviJ OJ' 

Military servants. There is, however, one case of exceptio?) 
to this power of removal provided by the last Charter Act 
of 1833-which is, t1tat when, upon any vacancy of any 
office in the appointment of the Court, that Court shall maktl 
default in appointing within the time prefixed by the Act, 
(which is two months fro~ the time of the vacancy being 
notiied to the Court)- and the Crown shaH consequentJy, 
according to the course by that Actdetailed, make the appomt­
ment to any such vacant office, then the Court shall not haVf' 

the right of removmg the party so appointed, not by them­
selves~ but by the Crown, and the power of removal of thl« 
party shall be solely in t~e Crown. 

The exclusive power of this Court.to appomt aU person !-I 
who are to be engaged in the CiVIl admmistratlOn of the 
government of India, is open to serious objections. As my 
object is to explam, and not merely to set forth, the consti. 
tution and quality of the Company and of Its system' of 
government, I sh&.ll proceed to examine »nd comment upon 
these objections. 

So long as the Compa.ny pursuld purely, or mamly, theu 
objects of wade, it was no proper concern o~ the rest of'bi 
PQbhe at large, whom the organs of the Compa.ny's Govern­
meat employed as the ·servants to superintend ~ manage 

z. 



their a.ft'aim. Such appoi1)tme'Dts neoessarily reD w • . 
priva.te patronage of those merobel'l!! of the O0r:6pany, t() 

whom were ent1'l1sted the Company's private inte~sts; a.nd 
there was a sufficient. security in the common inwrests of all 
that such a patronage would be employed to the best ad~a.n­
ta.ge of all. 

But, when the Company no longer had' the care of any 
private interests-when their trade was totally abandoned, 
and the political gove'J'lImclI) ojptJw cOlmiry, and the ptiblic 
concerns of the people were ~[~eir sole occupation i-the calfe 
became very different. It must be obvious that the intf;1r. 
e8ts of the whole nation wC're tho'3 '3 alone to be conside1'9d, 
as well in the system of makmg appointments, as in "every 
other mude of exprcismg then' functions-and that in thb 
appointment to all publIc offices tht' jU'5t und most efficient 
administration oj the govcrnJnrnt shouM he exclusivt>ly had 
in view. In the system, however, of appointing individuals 
to the Civil Service the priv(de paf J'onnge and inte1'esfs (If 
certain members of til e Oo?npany. is had in view, as well a& 
those of the nation at large-and h remains to en quire 
whether that system does not operate prejudlCially to the 
government of the country.* 

The original appointmwts to the Sprvice are given to 
youths between the ages of 16 and 21. 'rhe qualities which 
will eventually characterize a person's manhood cannot be 
6soortained with mut)h accuracy at that period ofhfe, though 
existing abilities to a certain extent may be pronounced 
upon. But, whatever the Civil Servant may afterwards 
prove, in point of ca.pacity his qua.lification to be employed 
in' the administration of irlle Indian Government has been 
definItively settletl. Unless absolutely deficient in inteIJeot, 
he can hardly be rejecteJ froUl employment at any period 
or his after-life-but if\ the greatest genius, in the full 
st~ngth of manhood, should be a candidate for elPployment, 
he could not be admitted if he had not originally be~n ~p' 

~ -----.-------------------
• See note at the end ofthe bool';.-Ed. 
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pted toA.he service in his youth; and the ot¥r m~ ~ 
placed iIaoffice in preference. 

The CeuJ'i; require, before granting an appointment to the 
8el"Vice, that the probationer should p~ss thrd\1gh a ce:WU 
eourse of education, or at. least evinc~his a.cquirements by 
passing successfully through a tlcholastic examination. The 
seale of compettllncy is, however, not b.!yond what a youth of 
ordinary intellect, with ordmary exertion, by the age of 18 
may attain. As np one cai be a candIdate but such as a,re 
nomina.ted by the Court, no am~nt of talents 01' attainments 
could obtain for thClr possessor the lIberty of devoting them 
to the service of the COlupany, wIthout such nomination. 
The Qourt secures the Govt'rml1ent of IndIa against the ab­
soluto incompetency of the ClVll Servant at the time of his 
appomtment; but their objects of prlVl1to patronage would 
be mterfered wlth, If .they made prOVISlOns to secure to 
their service the most competent f>ervant" that could he 
obtained, iIl' pi'eferenco to those ilOmmated by themselves­
and, therefore, no buch provif>ions aro made. Indeed, it 
may. be said that to sQmo degree thls power of patronage 
operates to the prllference of a comparatively inferior nomi. 
nee. For, if a nommatlOn be secured to any party> and 
he can give it to one of several whom he desires to 
advance in the world, he might wlth rC'lson propose to the 
ablest youth to make his way m some ordinary occupation 
01' profossion in which te was lIkely to gain distmction j 
and he might reasonably give tho app6intment to the Civil 
Service to another, who, though not incompefent to that 
employment, might have less chance from his capacity to 
suooeed in any other. 

If these were all the objections • to the system of appoi~t­
ment to the Civil Service, there mighl appear scarcely a 
sufficient inducement to noti~e th;m; for it must be 0.110". 
ea that, out of so large a numbtl of well educated youths, 
a considerabl€' snpply is made ,of talents for the eXlgen8jet 
ot the Indian Governments. But these are not the only 
objections. 'l~o8e wht> thus ellter the service "'e uaaaUv 



tiM POW-OS ()p 'I'D ~.,at tIf Dlh01Olal. 

lluclt in .. bose props! their patrons take a. peraonal infa/ 
est. They oome O'!'.l.t with ali a.ckno()Wledg~d cZatm to be 
not only put in some office of emolument, but to be ad., 
van&ed accol·ding t~ their l'Ieniority to the higher. a.n.d 
more important offices in the administration. They a.re 
presumed to 00 rrovided for during lIfe with an ample 
income, ana also' wlth the means, ,by a prudent 
oourse of management, of realizing a competent, or perhaps 
1\ large, fortune. The Governpwnts of India would, in 
justice, manifest much ca1( .on in exercising a preferenqe 
of one servant over another on the mere score of superior 
abilities-they would be still more cautIOUS in rejeotibg 
from important employment any party on the gropnii of 
absolute mcompetency. The total exclusion from any 
lucrative employment, merely on the ground of absolute defi. 
cienoy of intellect, or of industry, or of acquirements, is a 

" circumstance almost unheard of. The ralsing to high office 
of a junior, altogether out of his class, and over the heads 
of .. large proportion of his seniors, on account of eminently 
superior qualifications for the publ~c service, is equally 
nnkllown. Such measures as these would be universallYoon. 
sidered, as well oy the body of the Civil Servants, as by the 
Oourt Itself, to savour of inJustice. The Governments of 
India cannot direct an unlimited dlscretlOn towards select. 
ing those who are to admmister the chief affaIrs of the 
state, according to the test of their superior ability to fill 
their posts for the- public benefit. Their choice must be 
ohiefly influenced, if not guided, by a deference to the pri­
va.te interests, and to the claims by seniorIty, of individuals. 
They ca.n exerCIse some discretion in exoluding the incom. 
petent, but very little Intpromoting the most meritorious 

It may be jus~y apprehended that the eft'ect of this '1S' 
ilem is to mortify emuIa) ion, ~ in proportion &8 it diminishe! 
hope. The aim of a virhous and elevated mind is, not thE 

,BIiPe attainment of .. lrigh station, but the atta.iame:at 01 
it. through: pre.eminent qualliioationa. The poseeaeion 01 
• di&tiu.€uiahed otlice it chiefly ~~Q .. bMt to It ~ of 8JlPi. 

( 
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'ior, tale. and honorable prin~8, as aifor.dUt&hio. 
the ma.s of performing some conspicuous public semoea. 
But such qllalifications can only be acquired, and ltuoh 
aervioes oan only be rendered, by laborious t:lxerlion-4aDa 
the only incitement to exertion is the just expectation of 
reward. In proportion. therefore, ,8 the system of 
a.dvancement in the Civil Service:) holds out equal ex­
peota.tions to the negligent, the ignorant, and the wea.k­
minded, and to the able and industrious, must it be reason­
!\bly e;xpected that there wtUl;,a. deficiency of that exertion 
on which high qualifications for pubhc duties depend. In 
that proportion has it a tf'ndency to lower the level of the 
Civil.Service, and reduce all Its members to that same level. 
AS far as birth, and manners, liberal education, and the pre­
valence of honorable principles can serve Lo raise that level, 
it must be allowed that it IS a high one. The majority of .. 
its members, appealing to such well founded credit, and also 
to the exaltea merits of several 'among them whose abilities 
and public virtuel> have gamed them an illustrious name in 
the history of this Gountrj", will probably deny the justice 
of these remarks, or disregard them. Those, however, who 
fecI 0. f'OnSClOUsness of superIOr talents-who burn with a. 
noble ambition for the enlarged means of serving the inter­
ests of their country-and who tOll Lo at-tain eminenbe by 
improving those qualitl~s by which they may adorn it--such 
men will regret that they can only advance with the 
throng; they will be sensible tha) the true dignity and 
reputation of their service is Impaired by the obstacles which 
oppose the rise of its most merItorious members,; and they 
will scarce think justice is duly observed towards the pepple 
in neglecting the very best me~ns of securing an efficient 
administration of their government. ':/hey WIll reflect with 

) 

prideon that charaoter for integrijy, and general talent, ~h 
has been justly earned by the J1,dy to which they belong ; 
but they will DOt mistake these merits for twa of t"~t 
eDltecl qaality which can be displayed iIi. the go~nt 
of " vMt FD,ue. Tf.y will appreciate the ..,.u.MieI of 
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thoSf'\ of their body ~ w~y their N.>nSpiOlloUS po.bue servloeft' 
ha.ve done honOt' to the first offioes of the state; kut they 
will distinguish between those services which may have been 
8coowplished ~n spite of a faulty system, and the IJ,lerits of 
the system itself. 

If no other con~ideration is likely to lead, ere long, to 
some change in the nlode of selection to civ~l employments, 
the growing intelligence and qualification for civil duties 
of the Native community ,mrt~t nec(,'3carily produce it. 
Hitherto this question ha'3 d'racted little concern amongst 
them; and, howover important in a general and politictll 
point of vieW', it has bpon one of little moment as respe~ts 
their immediate individual int~rest". Until the Empfre of 
Indiawas consolidated, and its plan of government thoroughly 
brought into operation, and 1irmly settled, it would have 
been not only useless, but disa;,trous, t<i have attempted these 
great and beneficial objPcts .tlll'ough thp Natives themselves, 
to whom the dommation of the English was new, and by 
whom their principles of govL'rnment were scarcely in any 
degree understood. But tlw co'nditlO11 and the feelings of 
the Native people have greatly altered. As internal tran~ 
quiIlity, the socuri.ty of pO'lse;,sions, social intercourse, and 
useful knowledge has incre:L'lCd-so ha" advanced the attach­
ment of the peoplo to tho British rule, and their natural and 
laudable desire to share m tho 11on01.3, as well as the labours, 
of' public empll'yment. Those arc sentiments which must 
be respected. 'rhese "al'e wi"hes wInch cannot be disap­
pointed. The access of NatIves to power and office is 
acknowle4ged to bo just on principle, and expedient upon 
sound policy. In the spirit of these generous views the 
authorities, both in Engla'iId and in India, are forward in 
holding out these e\couragmg prospects to the Native com­
'mllUity. The author ofthf-se pages contributes his humble 
labours to promote so grea\ and so just a national cause. For 
l~ nYust ever be borne in mind that it is by sueh in.teUectul 
exertion as that which engages the Native reader it,!, his 
present taitc:-it is by the extent and" qnA.lity f?f his int'Qr,ma. 
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'1ii6D,; '.as' ~ll M 'by bisabilitY"hisillcormpt..' m.ii1.i 
_ hislbveoftruth-tlm.t the Na.tive candidate tnllat'j." 
iifyhiF.lclaim for public employment •. But, when qua.lifioa .. 
tiohl and virtues such as these sha.H mark hischa.r&eteI' 
a.nd pretensions, I know not the office, however eminent 
for honor, and however importa.nt for. usefulness, which 
rna.y not (as I' eal;nestly hope it will; be open to Nativ~ 
ambition .. 

. Before q~itting' this eXAmi:la,tion of the powers of the 
Oourt 'of DIrectors, I would d~lre to advert to one other 
pa.rticular, which is rather among the duties than the powers 
of ·that Court; namely, that of receiving and prononncing 
upon·petitions. All perwns, ofwhat,everrankor condition, 
living under their Government are at liberty to address 
themselves directly to the Oourt itself upon allY subject 
within tha,t Court's Iiftlthority to redress. It is, however, 
a rule obser,red by that Court. to require that every s11ch 
petition stating any gri.evance or cause of complaint should 
be addressed to them thr<}ugh the Government of the Pre­
sid€ltlcy. The reason of this is) that the Government may 
have an opportunity, before the consideration of the COllrt 
is given to the subject, of making all expedient inquiry on 
the spot into the truth and grounds of the statement mil.d.e, 
and of affording whatever explanation the cs,se may s,ppear 
to call for. Without slfCh information from the Guvern­
ment, or some competent-authority, it .must be obvious that 
no reliance can safely be placed on any representation from 
an interested party. It is another rule that the Court never 
interferes in mat.ters upon which the ordinary trjbunals of 
justice can afford redress. Tl~ propriety of this rule 
is clear. These tribuuals are expressly appointed for the­
purposes of deciding on all riihts claimeJ, or crimes charged. 
They are clothed with all u"ll)6ssary powers-and t~ir 
colirse of investl€,ration is exprefsly regulated with view to 
tbe",tiainment ofttuth; thr~ugh a fair heal'il;lg of both sides. 
'fha"interference of Viy authority would be a!:l arbitrary 
"1lo1ation of the la,.ws (of the country, and the .. ~bstitutioJl 


