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THOUGHT 
INTRODUOTORY TO CERTAIN IMPORTANT 

mocumtnt.s t'tlattbt to iJnlJta. 
41 __ 

S ue 1) 'is the current of domestic affairs in 
England, that it seems to involve and bear along 
with it whatever relates to its more distan' 
policies, and particularly its Oriental Establish
ments-those long-continued sources of wealth ; 
and, to use no worse expression, thoae scenes 
CJf despotism. It is known that they are the 
former, from the riches which has been poureq 
into this country since the tUne of Lord Clive, 
and will, no doubt, accompany th~ long-ex. 
pected return of dfe Marquis of Hasting$, 

\, Whether this vast inftl.\X of wealth has proved, 
. in a strict sense of th~ word, of pure national 
advantage, is a questi n which does no fome 

~--I • 
.-- -



within the reach of my enquiry: besides, it is 
a branch of philosophy to which I do not pro
fess myself competent. My consideration 
extends merely to the government, though here 
is .scope sufficient, by which India is admi
nistered; and how far that immeasurable 
tract of country, forming so large a portion of 
the globe, is rendered happy-or, in tte ge
nuine sense of the word, prosperou:,', by the 
power which now directs it; on the principles 
of the British constitution, and the protection 
of it::; judicial jurisprudence. 

Here I take my stand ;-froD1 this station I 
address my country, waiting for that moment 
when it may enjoy the opportunity, or feel the 
inclination, to yield a listening ear to the truths 
,which I shall tell, the counsel I have to give', 
and the justice I have to demand. 

I have not been long returned from India. 
where I served the company, as a soldier, for 
a regulated course, before I was permitted !o 

visit England-encountering, as became me, 
all the dangers, hazards, and inconveniences, 
which are known to form a part of, and are, in 
some measure, inseparable ii-om, that service. 

The early departur~ from our native eounv~ 
-from parents and frieIJds, and aJI the endear
ing fes, when life smiles upon our early hopes, 
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to traverse long, wearisome tracts of ocean, is 
the first feature of an Indian soldier's career:
this, however, may be said to belong to the 
character of early enterprize in other profes
sions: but here is to be thrown into the adverse 
scale, the climate, with the native diseases il'.tCi
dent to it, which meet you in the very air you 
breathe, when you first set your foot on the 
shore of India: to this may be added, the 
protracted pro~pcct of succeeding years; if the 
blast, the pestilence, the burning soil, and the 
long marches through countries studded with 
enemies, should allow them to be years, w-hich 
must pass away, before any services, however 
meritorious-or any reputation, however ac
quired, wi1l permit him to revisit his native 
land. 

This is among the first discouraging cons .. 
dcrations, that blends with the possible advan
tages which hope may promise, and favoring 
fortune, sometimes, may fulfil to the East 
Indian soldier; though an injured, if 110t a 
ruined constitution, may b~ expected to close 
his most fortunate career. He must, indeed, 
be considerp-d as a fortunate man, whatever 

• heroic actions he may have performed; or what-
~ver golden laurels he. may have acquired, on 
the sands of India, who is enabled to count hi§. 

n2 



scar8~ or nurse a debilitated frame, -on the 
downy sofas of a nne hOllse, in Portland' Place, 
or Portman Square: Of, what may be' consi
dered as his supreme allotment, that, after 
having received praise and pension, from Di
rectors in full court assembled, he may be seen 
hobbling up the stair8 of the India House. in 
all the bloated pride, and receiving all the 
bending homage, of a Director himself. 

This picture may be seen, more Of less, by 
everyone; though, surprising as it appears, 
an object of observation but to few. Such an 
history is known to many, but it passes 
off in the common chit chat of the day. If it 
should happen to be represented with serious
ness, it may be met with a silent or a hasty, 
significant shrug-acknowledged as among 
other East India Cl-rrangements which have 
existed too long-as among proceedings which 
demand reformation, and will never be reformed. 
The subject is then dismissed, to be supplied 
by the local and fugitive topics of the moment, 
and is consigned to be forgotten, till some local 
or incidental circumstance, or some resentful 
wit of a journalist, for somp reason or other, 
which I ,shall not pretend to describe, reca1ll 
it to transient rememorance. This is no idle 
repre~entation to answer the purpose of the 
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page on which it is written, but to assist the 
truth of what i1S, and will be, written. 

On my arrival in England, after an absence 
of fourteen ye.ars, it did surprise me, I must 
confess, that the people, in general, seemed to 
be'so little acquainted with the affairs of India. 
-N abobs, and anecdotes, true or false, of 
them-the appointment of Governors-General, 
-with the occasional motives to such appoint
ment, and the political intrigues·tthat might 
produce it; but, above all, the contested elec
tion for that lucrative and patronizing situation, 

, a member of the Board of Directors, with its 
long-continued shower of boasting and expla
natory advertisements, -that shine in the co
lummI of newspapers, formed the general mass 
of knowledge respecting the concerns of our 
East Indian establishment, diffused througIi 
the social ranks of England. This I thought 
was.. passing strange; but SU it ll'>. I cannot 
belp thinking that they ought to know a little 
more; and it shall not be my fault if they are 
not put in possession of what every English
man, zealous for the honor of his country, 
ought to know. Why he should possess this 
,knowledge, everyone who loves his COUl'ltry, 
reveres its constitution,' and is anxious for its 
genuine honor, will well know, and thani me 
for what I shall tell them. 
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This is an exposure that ought to be made 
beyond the accidental, or any cIrcles of ordi~ 
nary conversation. It ought to be held. rorth 
in those societies of general, but grave, com
munication, where opinion would give weight 
ana transfusion to the political consicl-eration 
of such unexpected, generally unknown sub
jects,-and, when unknown, of incredible 
occurrence. This I have done again and again, 
since I came from India, till some have been 
startled at my narratives, or discouraged their 
continuance, by making a mockery of what 
they were not disposed, or did not wish, to 
believe, and which they could not find anyone 
within the atmosphere of Leadenhall Street to 
confirm; or even to hear, without shaking 
heads, disapproving looks, or perhaps sarcas
'tic smiles. 

But it may be asked me here, as it has been 
asked me before, and with somewhat of autho
rity in the tone of enquiry-what peculiar, or 
superior, means I have possessed of gaining in
formation; or with"what curious sagacity I have 
been endued, of acquiring knowledge which 
others could not obtain. } answer frankly, 
boldly, and without the least reserve, NONE. 

There is 110t an individual, who has lived in Iudia' 
the number of years v,-hich 1 passed there, 
in the ~ituations I enjoyed, and the ser-
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vices wherein I was engaged, but are equa.lIy, 
and some of them perhaps better, qualified 
to make those communications which I now 
offer to my country. But private influence, or 
views 6f personal interest, may caution some 
into silence, and others, yieldmg to a spirit of 
indifference, await the course of events, and 
leave themselves, with a flattering and sub
missive expectation to the progress of them: 
but I bend to other, and, as J trust, to better 
feelings: I tell what I have seen,-and what 
I have secn, I cannot be persuaded but that I 
ought to make known. Acting under the im
pulse of an honorable mind, I offer some 
important facts relative to the civil and military 
administration of India, to the attention, if I 
can gain it, as I ought to do, of the public ear : 
and if that would awake the public voice tc 
speak, it surely might command reform, when reo 
medioes would be applied-au improving system 
be adopted,-and myriads, who are groaning 
on the shores of the Ganges, might smile in 
renovated happiness. 

While others may bow and cringe for favor, 
and be silent, I "bring forward a grave and 
solemn charge, and challenge contradiction. 
The documents which I offer to support me, 
only require to b~ read to insure belief, an_d to 
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attain my object, by awakening attention to 
the affairs of IndIa, and preparing it for an 
added display, at no great distance, when such 
an opportunity offers itself as the f'ubject may 
require: nor shall I suffer it to pass by me, 
without fulfilling what I conceive to be a 
duty lowe to myself, and which my peculiar 
situation requires of me. 

I enter, it is true, upon what some may 
think rather a daring contest,-but I have 
truth on my side, and that must finally pre
vai!. I am, indeed, at issue with high and 
mighty powers,-with the assemblage of per
sons who stalk along Leadenhall Street, to that 
proud edifice of commercial splendour, deco
rated with the camel and the elephant, find 
other symbols of submissive, unresisting labour, 
might I not add slavery-with not a gleam 
on the masbive frontispiece of any thing that 
betokens general happiness, in the vast extent 
of dominion whose throne it contains, ar.d 
who'3e sceptre it confers. Let the candid mind, 
and impartial juJgment, examine the papers 
which are presented to the most rigid exami
nation, for it is that which I demand, and I 
shall have no fear for the re&ult. 

_____ -J" _____ _ 
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The following papers display an indubit
able confirmation of the general charges which 
have been made, respecting the manner in 
which civil and military justice is~ if not al. 
ways, upon particular occasions, administerea 
in India. They require no comment,.-nor 
would I insult the understandings of those 
who read them, by any explanatory illustra
tions of mine :-- I will not suppose, that a 
humane British bosom can require any sug
gestions. from me, how and what they ought 
to feel, when these extraordinary occurre~t!es 
--for so I may surely call them--have passed 
under their observation. 

The fir&t of these documents is a system 
of private duty, leading to the discharge of 
those public duties, from whence all social good 
might be Rupposed to originate: when, there
fore, it is observed what principles of conduct 
it inculcates, the virtues it recomfllendR
W1.th the high example by which they are 
inculcated, recommended, and authorized; it 

• might surely be more than presumed, that 
instructions thus delivered, and so universally 
diffused, must be in·unison, in a greater or less 
degree, with every ramnification of human con
duct, from the highest tJl the lowest portion of 
active existence, in the important and rU!l41g' 
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scene of Oriental government, where these in
structions were delivered. 

Howj then, is it to be reconciled to rational, 
or, indeed any, expectation, that so much wrong 
should be practised, as the following papers 
too evidently appear to demonstrate-hoth in 
the civil and military administration of a 
country, and under a government, whose su
preme head utters from his own lips, and 
appears to deliver with such energetic sincerity, 
those unanswerable principles, which mig-ht be 
supposed to lead to the wise discharge of the 
public and commanding duties of both. 

Does it then arise from the common in1rmi
ties of our nature; or from that corru})t1on 
which has been supposed to steal into all poli
tical systems-insensibly involving thuse who 
are concerned, more or less, in the conduct of 
them; or from defects peculiar to any par
ticular government, derivable from circum
stances accidental or incidental, to which 
human affairs are subject; that abuses are seen 
to exist? Be th~t as it may, power does pos
sess a reforming hand; and it may surely be 
asked, why are abuses suffered to C'xist, or, 
when provedincontw.vertibly to affect the henor 
of any government, aijd the public peace of 
t~&se who are subject to it,-why are not those 
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abuses corrected, reformed and even ::mnihi· 
lated. 

Of his oration the Marquis of Hastings may 
be proud-perhaps very proud; and well he 
might be, if his fine manual of instructions, con
taining such a fine flow of moral, civil, and 
political eloquence, if it were not followed by 
those highly contrasted, contradictory, and 
confounding documents, which are seen to 
succeed to it. 

How is it possible the readers of this 
Oration can believe, that the country which 
was to be enlightened by its doctrines, could 
be subject to such violations of British law; 
nay, that the consequent oppressions which 
follow, should be of such a nature, as to impel 
the Court of Directors, who are not in the habits 
of casting any very severe blame on their 
Oriental servants, to let loo~c snch a severe 
epistolary reprimand, as the last of the docu-

ments contains, for those illegal oppressions, of 
'which the immense population subject to their 
controul universally complain, and beneath 
which, even, according to official description, .. 
they actually groan. 
• If these thillg& were- better known, and as 

they must then be m.rp generally considered, 
at home, some remedy might be forced T-.pon 
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those who have the power to apply it :-and 
should I have become an instrumer. t in pro
moting such an happy - I wHl add, such a 
glorious result, I should be proud to boast that 
I have not suffered, that I have pot written, 
that I have not lived in vain. 

w. WHITE. 

••••••• 

Extract from the Marquis of Hastings's Address 
to the Students of the College of Fort Wil
li~, at the Government House in Calcutta, 
on the 16th of July~ 1&21. 

"GENTLEMEX OF THE COLLEGE OF FOR '" 

W ILLIAM,-It has been cu~tumary with me, in 
consonance with the practice of the illustriullS 
persons who before me have presided in the 
chair, to take the occasion, after having adverted 
to the result of the examinations, of addressing 
a few words to the students, regarding th~' 
duties and .obligat~ons imposed on those about 
to quit the institution, through which they have 
been so early fashioned for important functions 
These, it is true, are trite a~d common topics, 
and I feel that, if even they had not be{'n;o 
frequently dwelt on a~ ta. render the avoidance 
of rr'petition impracticable, the reflections and, 
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resolutions to which they point would readiiy 
suggest themselves, as of prominent truth and 
force, to every liberal and manly mind. Allu
sion to them, however, should not be omitted 
in any formal academical address from your 
visitor. I must not forbear the inculcation of 
what I think may be useful, through the selfish 
apprehension that my genius may be deemed 
sterile, from my renewing counsels already 
given, instead of de\ii'!l.in~ something new for 
your consideration. The reflection is the more 
cogent, from the peculiarly favourable circum
stances of this juncture. Many fears "and 
estrangements, which existed in the minds of 
the natives respecting us, are of late visibly 
much weakened. That we should, for a long 
time, have been regarded with jealousy and 
suspicious animosity, as intruders, is not sur
prising. Intruders we have unquestionably 
been: yet perhaps never wa:" th{>re, in any 

. 2ther trespass of such a nature, an equal waut 
of premeditation; nor was there ever before a 
course of aggrandizement p~rsevered in, with 
so little intention, or so little consideration 
of ultimate conseqllences. To anyone who 
reviews the steps by which British power has 
attained its stu,p~ndous elevation in this coun
try, it will be obviou@ that no foresight was 
exercised: our countrymen acted from' 'he 

11 
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exigency of se1f-deff'nce,-the necessity of 

protecting those c<,tablishments, which, for 
purposes utterly unconnected with schemes 
of domination, they had legitimately sought, 
and as legitimately received, from the delibe
rate free will of competent authority. Suffi
cient for the day was the expedient: thereof, 
and they looked no farther. The gradual 
acquisitwns of territory which thence occurred, 
being regarded simply as indispensable securi
ties against the repetition of the aggressions 
which had been suffered, were probably never 
contemplated as an objeet for tenure beyond 
the existence of the still impending danger. 
Few, if any, at that time perceived, that If 
those possessions were a barrier against one 
experienced peril, they were, on the other haud, 
an augmented excitement to cupldity,-and, as 
such, an increased field for hostile collision. 
W hen a tardy conviction of this fact arose, we 
were no longer able to recede. Urged by.a 
succession of events independent of our coI'ltrol, 
we had, without plan, pushed our o('cupatlUn 
of territory to an embarrassing extent. If 
axioms of theoretic policy. ever prompted the 
narrowing our frontiers, and the concentrating 
our strength within a more convenient compass, 
im]?erious motives oppbsed themselves to the 
attempt. Our moderation would not regulate 
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the conduct of the native powers on our border. 
Our relinquishment of rich and tranquil pro
vinces, could, in their view, be ascribed to 
nought but conscious weakness. Strengthened 
by those resources which we had abandoned, 
those chieftains would follow fast at our heels, 
giving to our retreat the appearance of discom
fiture; and the supposition of our debility, 
would be an irresistible temptation for that 
very warfare, the evitation of which could bo 
the sole rational inducement for such a rate of 
sacrifice. Beyond this, we had plIghted pro
tection to the inhabitants of the districts in 
question, as the price of their acquiescence in 
our rule_ Their submission had been honest, 
confiding, and cheerful; they had fulfilled their 
part of the contract; and it would be base to 
leave them to new masters, who would, by 
vindictive severity of oppression, grievously 
punish those helpless victims, for theil tempo
!ary acknowledgmeLlt of our sway. Of course, 
the individuals in whom the management of the 
Company's affairs was then ¥ested, were con
strained to maintain their footing ;-nay, not 
only to maintain i1, but often to assume still 
forwarder positions, when, after repelling wall-

• ton attacks, they strove' to guard against the 
reiteration of the viol~nce_ The latter proce-

- . 
~ure frequently subjected us to lI1creased ca~'l'e~ 
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and facilities of aggreF3Sion, while it parried one 
particular hazard. My morc imme,liate pre
decessors saw the peculiarity of the public 
circumstances. They comprehended the per
plexities to be the unavoidable result of efforts 
depending on the instigation of chance, conse
quefttly seldom guided by reference to any 
system. Therefore they judiciously endea
voured to connect, and to mould into shape, 
those materials of empire which had chipfly 
been heaped together from accident, without 
unity of design. 

I have indulged myself III thi!> d('tail, to shew 
how incorrect are the notions so generally en
tertained of our country's having achicved 
dominion in India through projects of conquest. 
No, we ar(~ not conquerors :·-we are <;omethlll~ 
far prouder. Those dignified personage~, to 
whom I last adverted, never prosecuted a mea
sure, or harboured a wish, to the sUbjugation 
of India. They studied to give a form and 
fashion to the structure of our power: such as, 
by discouraging ~ssault, and not by imposing 
an odious thraldom, might produce a quiet, as 
distinctly beneficial for tht;' native states, as it 
was serviceable for the advantage of our own 
concerns. I repeat that the pre-eminent au
thority which we enj<ly is not the fruit of 
ambition. Force could never have affected the 
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establishment of our paramountship, though it 
was necessarily the subsidiary mean through 
which those native states, who wished to admit 
our influence, were enabled to surmount the 
obstacles that checked their inclination. au 
what foundation, then, does our supremacy 
rest? On that opinion of the British character 
which induced the several states, now leaguerl 
under us, to place explicit reliance On our good 
faith, our justice, and our honorable purpose 
of fostering their interests. I have ~tated it 011 

former occasions, but I repeat it now, with . 
augmented proof and triumph: never before 
was there so glorious a testimony borne to the 
principles of a people. What does history 
record that would be an equally pure subject 
of national pride ;-British sway, in India, is 
upheld by the cordial concurrence and active 
ministry of the Indian population. Contrast 
this with what you know to have been the tone 

..JJi Roman relations towards subdued and inti
midated communities. You will remember a 
description given in a single phrase by a Roman 
author, which is the amplest exposition of his 
country's conduct i~ that respect; for, though 
he puts the charge into the mouth of an enemy, 
he could not have been s6 arlvanced, but for an 
incontestible vcrsimilittfde: "Uhi solitudencm • 
f~ciunt, pacem appeUant."-Where have we 
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reared the olive branch, that multitudes have 
not flocked J and renewed their suspended in
dustry, with all the glow of conscie,us security? 
Man does not flee from our rule; he seeks it, 
at the expense of breaking through all the 
habits and prepossessions which attach him to 
his native spot. The magistrate of DareUy 
has reported, that, within the last twe},'e months, 
there was an addition of above two thousand 
two hundred and seventy houses to the city. 
In one district, which the savages of predatory 
bands had caused to be left wholly unculti
vated, and which, indeed, had become nearly 
uninhabited, before the expiration of one year 
after we had provided for its safety, there were 
more than two thousand ploughs at work; and 
before the completion of the second year, the 
number employed exceeded five tllOusaJ.'d. An 
eye-witness, from our newly acquired posses
sions in the vicinity of the N erbudda, has told 
me that he saw, in some of the small town"'. 
the people buSied in levelling the fortifications 
which had, perhaps, for generations, been the 
protection of the place. On asking the motive, 
he was answered, that thf'y should now want 
space for an expected increase of inhabitants; 
besides which, the phlce would be more healthy 
from the free current' of air,-and rampart'> 
wt:re no longer necessary fur their security, 
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since they had come under the British go"ern~ 
ment. I have chosen these instances from parts 
of the country widely separated. The facts, 
3ingly, are not very ffiltterial; but when taken 
as samples of an aggregate, th4jY furnish matter 
of heartfelt reflection. To you, young men, 
whom I have the honor of addressing, they will 
afford a useful hint, how much the comforts of 
your fellow-creatures depend on the vigilant 
superintendance exercised by the individuals 
placed in official stations among them. You 
cannot, I am confident, be sensible of the flat
tering' reliance which your native fellow-sub
jects thus place itl British functionaries, and 
not feel revolted at the thought of disappointing 
their expectations.-A bout to be launched into 
the public service, set out with ascertaining, to 
your own minds, the tenor of conduct demanded 
from you. Were you only to recollect your 
being participators in that splendid reputation 
~hich I have stated as possessed by our country, 
you would feel it unworthy to enjoy your share 
in sloth, much more to do augJIt that might taint 
in yourselves 1'0 fair a fame. But you are to 
act under a stricter bond than that of attention • 
to your own credit :-you will have reposed in 
you the sacred trust of maintaining pure the 
unrivalled renown of your Dative land. It is ,. 
nnt by correctness in your own transactloos 
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al<)ne that this duty i" to be fultHled i-each of 
you, recognizing tbis engagement as superior to 
ev.ery other tie, must sternly and steadily ex· 
pose any laxity which he shall perceive respect·· 
ing it in others. A specific pledge of honor 
must be understood as reciprocally existing 
among all the servants of the Honorable Com· 
pany. for the humane, the upright, the energetic 
discharge of their several functions; so that he 
who may be found failing, should be deemed 
to have broken his word to his comrade, and to 
kave forfeited every pretension to forbearance. 
A want of definition as to what is incumbent 
on you would be no excuse for neglect. The 
obligations are indeed multifarious. The pos· 
sible calls on your justice, your sagacity, your 
firmness, your exertion, your patience, aIld 
your kindness, might be impracticable 1;0 enu· 
rnerate: but every man ought to have a 
short summary of what becomes him. When 
appeals for your intervention occur, it will be 
sufficient, if each of you say to himself :-" Ttie 
indigent requiresca sustaining hand, the distress 
ed requires soothing, the perplexed req uires 
counsel, the oppressed requires countenance, 
the injured requires redr'ess i-they who pre
sent themselves to me in these predicaments, 
are my fellow-men; and I am a Briton!" 
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PETITION OF MA YPUT SING, 

S"lwl(fr of lite Provincial Battalion of Moors/letia')a(l] 

TO TilE 

MARQUIS OF HASTINGS . 

• 
To THE MOST NOBU THB GOVERlI(OR GENERAl, AND 

CUMMUiDER IN CHIBF; 

The !tumble Petition if MA YPUT SING, lale a 
Suhedar if tlte Prol)incial Battalion if Moor
aheclabad, 

HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

"flJAT your Petitioner, on the 7th of Octol.tcr, )RJ7, thcu a 

subcdar of the above regiment, Will! !lilting on his !x·d in the 
v('randah of his house, between the JI8Urs of four and five in 
thl' evening; thel e was aJ~o seated there, several of your 

P etitioner's friends, who had come to see' your Petitioner, 
• who was very un"\\-ell. While thus quietly sittillg in his 

hOIl~, a gentleman, whom your. Petitioller afterwards found 

to be a Voctor Wray, came and discharged a gun within • 
thilty paces of your Pctitioner'!! house, which woundoo ~our 

I A 2 
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Petitioner, and two of his frJeIlds which were witbin his hoU!ie 
Your Petitioner went out, and respectfully II,ddressed the 
genlleman~ asking wh~ he came and shot so near the houses; 
and acquainted the geatleman of the mischief he had occa
sioned. The gentleman, instead of offering any excuse fOf 
the mischief he had done, abused your Petitioner in grollS 

language. The havildar-major, who had been wounded very 
severely in twenty-six places, on hearing the abuse came out 
of the house, and going Ull to the gentleman, said, "what 
have you come and shot people in their houses, and abusing 
them after?" TIle gl-nt)eman instantly levelled his piece at 
thc· havildar-major, who ~tood before llim bleeding' copiously, 
nnd thl'eatenl'd to fire a Ml('ond t iwc. Your Petitioner thC'n 
wen~ and called the serjeant-major, who came and ~poke 
to the gentleman. The gentleman, Instead of offering any 
excuse, or expressing any ~orrow for the mischief, went 
angrily away, desiring the serjeant to tell your Petitioner to 

go and make his complaint, that his name was Doctor W ray. 
Your Petitioner and the other wounded men then went dow" 
to the commanding officer, Lieutenant \Vhite, while the bluw 
was fresh upon them: ~l b<:ing night, the c?mmanding officer 
did not see .them,. Lut sent them out word, that if thcy had 
any complaint to make, to du so at the orderly hour the 
fullowing day. The followmg morning, the commanding 
officer coming to parade, your Petitioner and the otht. 
wounded men went lip to him and represented the case. 

The commanding offiCH called the serjeant-major, and told 

your Petitioner and the other wounded men, if they had any 

('omplaint to offer, to do so in writing; and he ordered the . 
Rerjeant-major to take it down. Your Petitioner told the 
commanding officer, that th{lY would readily have submitted 
to the wounding as an accidel}t, but that they complained 
in c~nseqllence of the abuse and thrca.ts. 
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That your Petitioner was bfterwards ordered to attend 

upon Judge Loch. When your Petitioner attended, he Willi 

ealled into Judge Loch's private dwelling-house, when Judge 

Loch ordered your Petitioner to state his complaint. Your 

Petitioner did so: after which J udge ~h ordered your 

Petitioner to swear to the statement he had made. Your 

Petitioner, not being aware of its being regular, and appre

hensive it might not he proper, without an order from the 

Commander in Chief, repeatedly refused to take un oath. 

Your Petitioner was told Ly the police sheri~ta<1ar, Maturg{'c 
Lalla, and a moonshee, that it mu~t be taken; that all COIll

plaints that were preferred, were upon oath, Mr. Loch being 
a judgl' and a magistrate. Your Petitioner acrordingly 

took it. 
That twelve or fourteen days after this, your Petitioner 

was ordered, by his commanding officer, Li('utenant Wbite, 

to attend ot a court uf cTltluiry at Derhamr<n'e. As 800n as 
tl!cse orders "ere issued, your Petitioner waited upon his 
commanding officer and objected to attending the conrt of 
enquiry. Your Petitioner had oppealed to his commanding 
officer for redress, but hart recei ved none. Your PetitionC'r 
had been before the magistrate, "ho had Jnnd(' your Petitioner 
~wear to his complaint, but had given no redress. Your 

Petitioner had been twice after insulted, by the same gentle-

''Man coming and firing close to his house,-on one occasion 

standing at your Petitioner's door, loading a.nd firing his 
picl'c off repeatedly in the air: the ~"cond time, he fired in 

such away, that the shut absolutely struck the house. Your 

Petitioner had, on these .two ~casion~, complained to his 

.commanding officcr again, but al~o "ithout redress. Six 

day' after the third visit, and tv.elve from the first, he wu~ 

vrdered to attend thc court ~f cn<l"iry. Your Petitiuner 
iniisted upon hi/> uppca! gomg up to the Comrnand~ ill 
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Obief, i.-d of which. JUs cohllrumding oftlCE'f"l.ie.nsnam 
"W'mte, foJlced your Petitioner to attend the co\.ll't . 

• 1 :fltat, at this court of enquiry, your Petitioner wu oot 
heard : 1he ~out1; would not take hie statement d0wn aa he 
8Bve it: the commanding officer, being preBent, .poke.sveral 
time; to the court, when they were inserting dij'erently on 
tbtU proctledings to what your Petitioner had said. * Your 
PetitionE'r's evidence had attended; but the court would not 
examine one of them. The havildar-major was gl'088ly 
i_ulted by a member of the court. 

That your Petitioner and the oUler complainants were so 
ill-used by the court, they told the court they would not bo 
guided by their decillion. Your Petitioner went home and 
wrotf a letter to his commanding officer, again requesting that 
his complaint might be immedialely sent to the Commander 
in Chief. 

That 8OJJlCwhal' eight or ten days after, your Petitioner, and . .....----"'.,'" ~ . 
the other two complainants, were sent for by their commanding 
officer, Lieutenant White, who read to them a letter he had 
received from Judge Loch. The letter charged your P '<litioner 
with having falsely and infamously accused .Mr. Wray; and 
demanded, that your Petitioner and the other two complainants, 
should make an apology to Mr. Wray, for having complained 
of having been shot while quietly sitting ill his house. Your 
Petitioner refused to comply with the demand, and insistc": 
upon the complaint being sent to the Commander-in-Chief. 

That your Petitionel> lind the complainants had attendod 
the court of enquiry, with sufficient evidence to prove thl1t 

• The Court insisted upon bis stating' wbat could b"ve indaced Mr. 
Wray to act so: the man repeatedly declared bis inability to do"so ; 
at length, be said be could accottnt for it in no otber, way, tban thnt 
.. the gentleman mUlt have been d~ltnk or mad. " It was theu entered 
ul'onlotbeir nl'nCll'.p.rllnl!~_ that h" "hnrI1Pc\1\(r Wrsv wi,h Ilrnnlc..:nnebb. 



APPENJ)fX, A. 

tAlly hM.beee \fOUnded, had afterw81'd. been iftlllited, and 
the naviJdar"IA8jor threatened to be fired at' a IIeCOl1d time. 
abd the Jiieoe ab.ollitely le.eI1ed at him: the court would 
oot examine & 8ingle erideace, aoo yet pPOROunced your 
PetitiGur, and the other witneoel!l, iafaDlQUs liars. That 
three day. after, your Petitioner ami the other eomplain&nts, 
were sent again for by their commanding..oflieer, who had 
assembled three native officers of the corps and the serjealu. 
ma,jor. The eommanding-officer read aROther retter he had 
received from Judge Loch; it charged your Petitioner with 
having accused Mr. Wray with having intentioneUy and 
maliciously fired at them; with having /lCt.!used Mr. Wray 
of drunken nell. ; with having made use of abusive language, 
and a second time levelling his fowling piece and threatqned 
tu lire upon the havildar-major. 

That your Petitioner, or the other complainants, never 
al'Cused Mr. Wray of snch a horrible crime as the first; or 
did they accuse him of the second; but stated that he had 
abused them after the accident, and had levelled hi. piece II. 

second time, and threatened to fire upon the havildar-major. 
That the commanding officf'r ordered your Petitioner to 

comply with the demand of the magistrate, DPtwithstanding 
he knew that your Petitioner's evidence had not been examined. 
and that your Petitioner had been ill used by the court. 

"''rour Petitioner refused: and requested his commanding 
officer would, if he thought him capable of telling such an 
infamous falsehood. place bim under Srrest and bring him to 
trial; or insisted upon an appeal to the Commander-in-Chief. 

That two days after, your Petitioner was ordered again to • attend upon the magistrate. Your Petitioner did so, and 
was 1nsultecl Ly Judge I .. och, wh" told your Petitioner that 
he was an infamoualiar, and djmandcrl, that your Ptltitioner 
would acknowledge him~clf such by a degrading apoI~.!. 
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Y-.r Petitioner refutf.'tl offering apolories f.er tMults: Tho 

magiwtNte~hen endeaTeurtJd to work up your Petitioner's 

feaf8, by threatening him with 1m halter, if' h" did not comply 
,nth his demand. * Y 001' Petitioner, 8e11Bible of his inno-
oence, and fully anticipating that the- Commandol'"in-Chief 
would view the measures adopted, as arbitrary and unjust, 
refused compliance, and ihllisted on an appeal to the Com

mander.in-Chief. 
That your PetitiGner, after having been thus condemned 

and sentenced, unheard, unpleaded, was brought to a general 
court-martial. Your Petitioner demanded for his e ~ idence, 
against the til'llt charge upon which he was ordered to be 
tried, Maturgee Lalla, the police sheristadar,t wh{, had re
ceived his complaint at the magistt'lte's, and had caused it to 
be reduced to writing. Your Petitioner repeatedly praYI.·!l 

the attendance of this man, but was as of ton refused by the 
judge-advocate. The prei'lident of the cOut talso demanded 
his attendance: the judge-advocate got angry, and told him 
he would not summons him. Your Petitioner dpmanded 

tho ~tivo doctor, who had extractc-d the shot from your Pe
titioner and the other complainants' wonnds, as an evidence, 

.but he was also refuted. Your Petitioner's evidence at the 

general court-martial was most shamefully treated by the 
judge-advocate. Immediately an evidence came into court, 

prior to examination, the judge-advocate told him to 6~ 

• Pointing to the gall~wR outside, of his haH of justicl,l, to which 
he would be huug. 

t Record-keeper in tlIe police office; a man of high character and 
intl'grity. Immediately it was known that this affair would he pub
lic, this man (who was the only lI1ateri~l evhll'nce either to support 
the charge of thl' ml'n or the accusations ot Mr. Locb) was dislt,issed 
{rom his office by Mr. Loch. Tbe U1aIl immediately proceeded to his 
home, distant about five or six llundrtd miles. The reuson for 
di5<!tJar~lng the mall was obviou~. 
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cllreful what he was goiug to say; he knew that he had come 
with a. story made up, prepared to deliver faIlle evidence, bu, 
for which he would be punished. To the 1irst evideooe, a 
string of questions was put, aod hi. answers were taken don. 
'the remaiDiag evidence called into court, were .. ked the 
same question., but neither of their 801Went were taken 
down at the time: this accounts for the evidences appearing 
before your Lordship in the same words. The judge-advo
cate has inserted them 80, and commented upon it solely to 
invalidate your Petitioner's evidence. When Mr. Wray'8 
bearer, who formerly declared himlldf not to be a servant of 
that gentleman, but 8 cooly from the bazar, and diiJ not even 
know the gentleman's name, was giving evidence f"vollrabll' 
for your Petitioner, he wal stopped by the judge-adv(}~ate, 
who acquainted him he was giving testimony very different 
to what he had done at the court of enquiry. The judge
advocato theil, taking up the proceedings of the court of en

quiry, read to him his evidence at that ('ourt, together with 
his answers to questions; after doing so three or four times, 
the bearer's testimony was taken down. .;. 

The judgEO'-advoeate on this trial, had been present at tho 
cou1t of enquiry. The interpreter had bee.l u member of' 
the court of enquiry which had so ill used your Petitioner, 
at the time he sat as interpreter, he commanded the regiment 

"Th which the judge-advocate belonged; who was a junior 
officer of the regiment: the president of the court was an 
officer of the regiml'nt: the greater 1'art of the members of 
the court belonged to the regiment. These circumstances, 
your Petitioner submits, were not likely to be favourable ,. 
to an impartial investigation; but were possible to have lin 

undtw intluence over tIle court. • 
That your Petitionf'r's regi~ent wa., at the station; hut not 

au officer allowed to sit, evell as a member of the court. 'low 
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Petitioner, therefore, al80 submits, that he has been deprived 

oHm rjghtB, by not beiag allowed a portion ofllis own officers 
to iDvestigate into his conduct. Vour Petitione'!' requeated his 
CDDlDl&ndiAg officer to Ifllbmit his solicitation of being tried 

at any other station, anticipating fully, if tried here, the dis
poeal of the case as the result has yenned. 

That your Petitioner W9.8 thus illegally and oppressively 
refused his evidence; was unju8tifiably treated by the judge
advocate; had no one to plead his cause, no one. attempted 
to assist him. Your Petitioner was found guilty upon the 
first charge.... But your Lordmip, upon a reflection of the 
slight punishment awarded, would naturally conce;ve the 
court to have been much divided in opinion. The Caurt 
kne'Y that your Petitioner's evi<1encc had been refused him 
on the first charge. The president had applied, and insisted 
on their being summoned, but had been refused. The offi

ciating judge-advocate can best explain what arguments he 
used, to induc.e the ('.Ourt, under such circumstances, to convict 

your Petitionert. 

• FaST, .. For having, on or about the IO~h of October la81, at 
Moorshedabad, falsely Ilnd maliciously charged Mr. Assistantofur
gcon Wray, bpfore a magistrate, with having wilfully and intention
ally fired at him." 

SENTENCE.-Thc Court find the prisoner guilty of the charg<l pre
ferred against him, and do sentence the prisoner, Mayput Sing, to b~ 
suspended from rank and pay for one calendar month 

T Aftcrthe prisoners were withdrawn, and while the Court were 
deliberatIng upon the evidenee before it, an officer of high rank in the 
station, entered, and addressing himsE'lf to the Court, h., implored 
them to consider that they were then trying a case which hod been 
disposed of by the magistrate, and by a'courtof enquiry: that if they 
acq\litte(1 the officers, they would all be rulnl·d. Hrre, said hl' . .J'ut
ting llis hand on his head, am i grey in the service, and will you 
bring u~ all into disgrace for th& sake uf these mell. When this 
offic~ .. withdrew. the ('OUl't, with the cxct'ption of t.nc officer. (the 
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That the seeond c~ upon which ;rour Petitioner Watl 

tried, he was fuDy acquitted of. * TIM jmlge-advoeate took 
every method to invalidate t.he evidence of your Petit.ioner. 
lie declared. putting hill hand ,upon bi. Mart. on a ~ 
remarking that the evidence was clear and strong, and precisely 
the same, that he believed. from the bottom of his beart. that 
the whole was false and a made up story; it was the same, of 
course, for they had two months to make it up in. 

That your Petitioner most solemnly swears, that the !\hot 
has been changed since its delIvery to the comman!Jjpg Q&e'~, 

... "" ~ "",. "'~"""_"lJ'_~ .... "" ..... """"-,~~ or" ..... ~ 

Lieutenant White. The native aoctorc~ura liave proved the 
shot he had taken out of their wounds; WI also Lieutenant 
Whiw, whether the shot produced was that they had delivered 
to him. But all this evidence had been studiously avoided. 

That your Petitioner made his complaint in Hindoostanee 
to the police sheristadar, Maturgee Lalla, who caused it to be 
reduced to writing in the Persian language-which your Pe
titioner neither reads, writes, nor understands. The petition, 
thus taken down, without being read or explained to your 

President) acquitted the prj.oner of both charg!'8. The jndge-advo
cat I' refused to dose the proceedings, and cnLn ntpu the Court tofil\u 
them guilty of the first charge, with ever so slight a punlbhmpnt: 
they did so. 

'\\' hen the proceedings of the court-martial were published, and lIet 

p~idt'-when the officerH of the court-martial found the poor subedar 
dism,ssed-they told him of the circumstance, and offered to come 
forward and prove It. 

• SECOND CHARGE: .. For perjury-in d~posing falsely before a 
magistrate, that Mr. ASliistant.Surgeon Wray levelled his piece at 
Havihlar-Major Ajaib Sing, of the Moorshedabad provincial batta. 
lion, and threatened to shoot 11'18, such conduct being scandalous and 
illfam~u". disgraceful to the rharacter of an officer, and prejudicial 
to good order and military discipline. ' 

SENTENcE.-The Court find the ~ri,oner, Mayput Sing, Bubednr, 
not !/uilty of the char2't' exhibIted against him. 
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Petitioner, was oJIel'ed lQr his signature, which your Petitioner 

did not refulIe, not supposing it poIIIible such a gl'Olll and 
mfamo\J8 pervel'lion of his complaint could have bE-en con
templated by a British magistrate. 

That your Petitioner, however, does not now believe that 
the original depositions do contain the chargt· of wilfut and 
malicious: if they do, your Pet.itioner solemnly swears ht· 
never made it. The original de})Q8itions bear your Peti
tiorler's signature: those produced in <.ourt did not. * 

That while your Petitioner has been ruined and deprived 
of bread, after twenty-four years' service, one of the com
plninants, who swore to the same charge, has been rewardt:d 
by promotion to a higher rank 

~hat your Petitioner, having stated the particulars and 
hardships of his case, ventures to throw himself upon your 
Lordship's justice for redress. Should, however, these expL,
nations fail of convincing, your Petitioner relies, as your LQrd
ship can have but one motive in view, the public good, t;lIlt 
your LordlJhip will cause the whole affair to be bruu<.;'ht before 
the judges of the Supreme Court, where party spirit prevaileth 
not, and by whose decision your Petitioner is prepared to 
suffer transportation, or even death; but he can never reconcile 
it to himself to exist uisgraced, degraded, and ruined, without 
an impartial hejlring of his wrongs. 

That your Petitioner will here conclude, with ardent ana 
fervent hopes, that your Lordship will take an impartial view 
of the late proceedings, and cause Y'?~! Petitioner to have 
reason to pray to Almighty God for your- pro&pcrity and 

happiness. 
With most dutiful nnd humble re~pect, 

Your Petitioner remains, 

• Thl' presence of the record·teeper would have identified the 
d~c'umellt produced; or proved the fabricatIOn 
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Your LoFdship's unfortunate, but faithful, and Il'I08t obedlf'nt 
and very humbJe aervant, 

(Signed in Nagree) MAYPUT SING, 

Calcutta, 
January 16,1819. 

Late a liubto.dRr of the Provmeial 
Battalion of Moorshedabad. 

[This Pl'tition was delIvered into tIle Marqul!. of Hastings's hand. 
,n coming out of church one SUJldny.-Tt wn~, shortly nft<'fwards, 
~eturned to thp ~ubf'd8r, by (In officer of the Bod1 Guald, who deqired 
bim to £(0 away-not to repent his ftJlpeal, it would 00\ be re~elve!l, 
~o~ would he be allowed a hearing.] 
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MEMORIAL OF THE ANGLO-DIU1'ONS) 

To Ht's E.ccellenc!J lIte Rigltt Honorfl6le Francis, Earl of 
Moira, K. G. GOIJernor-General and Commnndcl in 

Chief of India, .fe. ~e. fc. 

l\fy LoRD, 
TJIB universal suffrage of the enhghtened philanthropMs "f 
th~ age, in favour of your Lordship's public life, and the 
power invested in your Lordship by your exalted situati')n, 
have encouraged us to bring, wiLh every submission. to your 
Lordship's indulgent consideration, the many grievancf~ 

under which we, at this day, labour; a recollection of which 
has been, recently, most pamfullyenforced on our mindll, 
aggravated with circumstances of wanton and cruel insult. 

We are, my Lord, one among the numerous clnsses of sub
jects, who have the happiness of being born, and of living 
under the mildest and most liberal constituti&n in the world, 
that of the British government. But, as there is no particular 

" term by which to designate ourselvell, unless we refer to some 

dissonant or capricious appellation, given to us accordwg to 
individual whIm or fancy, (whid., in itself, ""'hi bits a primary 
instance of the many evils we labour un~cr,) it will suffice tu 
Inform your Lordship, thllt we are the dC'Icendants of Britons 
in Asia. Adverting to th~dj8tjrlction which it is the pre-
• ,"aihng fashion to urge, and to the cOlisequent nCCes.~Ity of 
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establishing a just, reasonable, and decorous term of appella
tIOn, we entreat your Lordship to abrogate the degrading 
term, " half cast," from the public records of governmetlt ; and 
we submit to your Lordship's judgment, that of " Asia~~~
~' as not only expressive of our origin, but also calculated 
to check the progress of a Rpecies of abuse, the o~iect of 
whicll ill, to dtJoostJ us from the natural rank of men in society. 
A term so sanctioned, no officers of the government will pre
sume to deviate from; ann m private life, it will be our duty, 
my Lord, that your Lordship's decretJ is respected. 

Having now stated who we are, that have tbe honor of 
addressing your Lordship, it may be necessary to t'xprel!/!! our 
extreme regret, that any occasion should exist, to require this 

intrusion on your valuable time and attention. But, a& the 
weight of our misfortunes is become extremely opprNsive, 
and since there is every reason to apprehend, tbat, if the 
healing hand of government is not interposed, our distresses 
will, daily, become more pressing and painful; we cannot 
ahstain from laying our case before your Lordship, while your 
Lurdship's exalted character and presence in India, alford us 
ample assurance of amelioration. 

Your Lordship's enlightened mind will make every aHow
anee for human infirmity, and will look with indulgence on 
those emotions of the heart, which urge us to disclose the 
pangs we feel; the recital of which, if it lead us occasionally 
to the use of objectionable expressions, we shall stand in need 
of your Lordship's gracIOus condescenlion; with a firm reli
ance on whicb, we feel encouraged to proceed to the detail of 
our peculiar hardships. • 

Born, as we are, the lieg!' subjects of his Majesty, and 
Iividk under the BJtish lawII, we have been taught, from the 
earliost dawn of resson, to rec~nize those Jaws as just and 
equitable; to keep inviolat\~ the sacred bond of allegiancJ to 
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our king; to venerate the standard of Groat Briwm; to r~ 
gard tho rights and privileges of her Europtan subjects, a~ 
those which it is equally our duty and interest, to defend and 
maintain against every encroachment; and what is still more, 
being the descendants of Britons, (the far greater portion of 
whom have fought-have hIed-have died in tile cause of their 
king and country); possessing, as we do, their hl)oo; professing 
their religion, sentiments, and principles; slwaking their 
language; following their custom; dothed in their habit
brielly, in every rpsppct adopting the same economy as them
selves, we humbly assume, my Lora, that we are entitled to 
public protection, favor and confidence, if not in a degree per
fectly equal to that shewn to our fathers, yet, ut least, as may 
do i1onor to the religion of our grel.'t Redeemer, and oecomc 
the principles instilled into us, by It liberal education. Bllt, in 
the long inverted state of our rallk in society, we cannot help 
remarking, the very lIuctuating principles ill the system of 
legislation of British India, whenever we are the objt'cts pointed 
at, anrl wh"11 noticed, it is ollly to he anathematized and ex
cluded as " a national evil." 

Your Lordship is undoubtedly aware; that, as natives, w(' 

are preeluderl, in India, from all re~pectabl(\ pref('rm('ntH, both 
in hiB Majesty's and the Company's servicl'; that w(' 01'(' 

further mal'ked ali devoid of th()~e principles of moral rectitudt', 
which make men of all conditions eligible to Ihc respectablp 
office of a juror, or distributor of the meed of justice to his 
fellow-men; that we tire deprived of the benefit of the great 
palladium of British justice-the trial by jury, and of all the 
advantages of a code of laws, confessedly, the best adapted in 
the world, to protect the life and p~operty of the 8UJ:;jcct : And, 
in th(' course of your Lordship'S admfhistration of Jhlblic 
.iustice to the native subjects of. a government, over which your 
Lot ~Iship has now presided for mor!' than two y('ar~, instances 
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mUM ha.ve occurred, to draw ywr LordtIhip'. attention to our 

situation, in reference 10 the laws which constitute the rule of 
our civil and social life. Many of us, with the advantages of 

an entire separation from the aborigines of this country, fiom 
infancy to manhood; with habits and .,ntiments acquired in 
Great Britain; nearly all of U8, po8&e8liing the adnntllges of 
the best education that this country can afford, it must be a. 

matter of considerable surprise to your Lordship, that, under 
such circurntltances, we should be subject to Q code of laws, with 

,~hich we have bad no orportunity of being acquQinted; that 

we should be obliged to plead in 9. court, through the agency 
of vakeeIs, ruxl through the medium of a Jllnguage, with which 
we have, in general, but an imperfect acquaintance. 

Thus dl'graded, as natives, from our natural rank i~ the 

,~~ale of British subjects, the gradation to a state of contempt 
and infamy is natural and inevitabl(· : for there is nothing more 

certain, in a sYl!tem of contemptuous oppression, than its cor
rupting effect on the minds of its unfortunate victims. If this 
wntempt and rejtlction be not only tolerated, but enforced, by 
I'xpres!I enactlllents of the British legislaturc, when the badge 
I)f degrndatioH is lwlohillg more than the colour of the skin, or 

Rome oti}('r external mark of distinction, "rhich the objects of 
those distinctive laws have derived from nature, or (,th!'r 

IInavoidable sources, how much will that contempt be aug
m,~nted, when the alternative of becoming mabomedans and 

pa~ans, shall, from having been a measure of necessity, be rc

sorted to as one of choice; for men ""ill never voluntarily 
apostatize from the faith and principles, equally true and 

Iwnorablc,>of their ance~tors, unless their moral characters 

be previously corrupted;· and, my Lord, corruption is a 
resufi, as dnspl'y linked with a stat~ of forced degradation, aR 
any other concatenation of cause anel. "ifect. 

It Il1UY be thOl.ght, tint, altTlOugh we are excluded f10m 

I 11 
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(l,',ery post 0( honor and ettlolllment, there "re 1tiIl numeroft8 

occupations to which our indU8try may be lRlooeMfully applied : 

tMlt, my Lord, to the most common observer, the paucity of 

our me&.ll&, to enter into the higher pursuits of commercial life. 

mUlt be apparent; and, as tradesmen, experienoo has taught 

Us to lament, that the tide of prejudice floW!! too &trong for our 

efforts to oppose. With regard to the only resom-ce left open 

to us, in the different public offices under governmellt, permit 

us, my Lord, to state, that it is by no means adequate to our 

augmented and daily increasing number; besides, natives have, 

of late, been admitted, at reduced salaries, to situations re

quiring the mere mechanical effort of transcribing, formerly 

filled by our race, while prejudicl:l still fi)lIows and excludes us 

frow the higher departments. T,) engage in the menial occu

pations of the nativ,cs, would require that our food aud clothing, 

our hereditary blood and habits, be reduced to the scale of t,l(~ir 

economy and temperament; otherwise, in a country where 

labour is so cheap, we would certainly fail in the competition. 

To divest ourselves of the character that naturally belongs t<> 

us, as tlte offspring of the greatest nation now III the world, is a 

work that requires the pro<..es8 of time, III the gradual dereliction 
of herooitary pride, and progrcs~ive approximation to moral 

turpitude: for it must be expected, that, if there IS yet the 

I!Imallest spark of the spirit of our ancestor~ III our composition, 

(and who is entirely free from national pride?) the neglect 

and indignities, to whIch 'we are subjected, must keep it alive 

through !lOme successiVe generations. If we are despised or 

distrusted, becaul!e the bloed which we have inherited from our 

fatheM, is veiled under the ext<'rior colour which we have de-
• 

rived from the local circumstances of our birth, y·c must na-

turally seek in ourselves for some merit, to restore us to' that 

dignity, in our own eyes, whic~ those humilIating mortifications 

woiiJd otherwise debase. Thus we Jeurn to set a value, perhaps 
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too great a value, 00 what WE' still poBlIC!IIlII, 'Whether advan

tages of birdl, education, or natura' talents: any thing wilt 
serve for a reseurce to mortified pride; and, 8S every thing 

grows by opposition and peI'Ileeution, we cannot wonder, if1he 

opinion of ourselves should continually re-act on the means 

employed to degrade us. 
Having thus, we trust, satisfactorily explained how, as 

natives, we are incapacitated from entering the honorable 

service of the public; while. lit the same time, we are prevented 
from engaging in the occupations of the lower order of the 
no.tive.~; we now beg leave to acquaint your Lordship, in what 

cases we are debarrt'd, 118 Europeans, from the privileges of a 
natlvt'. We shall, however, confine ourselves to such few in

~tanc('s only, as, we conceive, will be sufficient to satisfy. your 

I,ordship of the reality of our hardships. 
Tn the Code of Regulations, established for the zillah and 

{lther courts in tnt' prov\Jl{,I'~, particular mention is made, " that 
no European, or th€' descendant of an European, will be 
allowed to purchase any landeu estate or zemindarry: and 
holding as ilJ..>gaJ, and subject to forfeiture, any concern oftne 
kind, in which eithpr description of persons, aforementione,d, 
may be found to possess an interest with auy zPmindltt." 

Whatever may have dictated this clause, my Lord, we cannot 
htlt llincl'rely lament our being excluded from the privilege, of 

which we might have availed ourselves, as an alternative for 
our other exclusions, 8S natives. 

That, in common with Europeans ~ngaged in Iluitll in the 
zillah courts with natives, we nrc required to enter into penalty

honds, to abide the decree of court; and thereby admitting, • what we humbly trust will appear, the essential difference 

Iwtt,pen 11M and the aboriginal nat~ves of the country. 

There is anothet hardship, oi a haral!Sing elrect, which ~c 
1 n 2 
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not only labour under, in Cf'ml'llOD with Europeans, but which 
is rendered still more distressing to our class in particular, 
whose me8llS are every way cutoff, or circtimscribed by repu}. 
Rive laws :-it is that of being prevented from residing in the 
interior, without the permission of government, and the obliga. 
tion to furnish a security before that permission can be obtained, 
exemplified in the positive, and, we submit to yc·ur Lordship, 
highly otI'emive terms, in which the orderll extant in the orderly 
book of the garrison of Buxar, and probably other stations, are 
couched, for our being sent down to the presidency, unlel!ll 
provided with such documents. From these difficulties and 
impediments, the natives are exempted. 

I"' 

That, as Europeans, we ate deprived of the benefits arising 

to us. from the mahomedan laws of irJICritllnce, which decrees 
to the natural children, an eqU'l1 portion of the paternal 
property, with those born in wedlock. 

Suffering under such a weight of disabilities, in the"course of 
our heartless existence, there is, my Lord, It grievance unno· 
ticed, and which requires particular observation, as resulting 
from the same repulsive laws and disy'uali/icotiofls :-Thcmore 
unf9rtunate of our race nrH not considered proper objects of 
p~1ic charity-nor of being admitted to the benefits of certain 
laudable and benevolent institutions, evidenced in the hy-Iaws 
of the Bengal Civil Fund; and it is specified, in the Madras 
Military Fund, that" it shall be an indispensable qualification, 
that both the parents of any and every claimant, shall have 
been European, or of Ihlmixed European blood, though born 
in other quarters of the world-four removes from an Asiatic 
or African, being considered as European blood." Even a 

" . . clergyman, prolessmg to be of the established dlU"ch-a 
pastor of the flock of Chrish has thouf.iht it not incompulibJe 
with his ministry, to stigmatize. our race, and to exclude them 
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fi'om the benefits of a charitable institution, recently established 
through his agency; not as discouraging vice, because we are 
natural childl'l'n; but, my Lotd, it is to be presumed, qecause 
the tincture of our skin il! of a deeper shade: for children of 
our class born in wedlock, are excluded, and natural children 
of European parents are admitted. 

We had intended to Itave submitted the conduct of the Rev. 
Mr. Thomasin, more immediately to your Lordship's judgment; 
but having failed in every endeavour to obtain the original 
paper, circulated to our prejudice, and the progress of time, 
conjoined with better adVICe, having enabled us to take a more 
dispassionate view of the subject; W~, could not but concur in 
the opinion which has guided us, that vague and general abUl~e, 

• could. injure none but the authors of it; and that we should 
best consult what ",as due to ourselves, by leaving it t~ the 
reception which it could not fail to meet with from all liberal 
and enlightened men. 

We shall further "dt! but one instance, in which, also, 
(though we are sensible of the general policy of the measure,) 
we have obviously the di_advantage, whether of the native or 
Eurt\ppan; since the furmer can, at all times, and without the 
means of detection, set'k a foreign service for Rubsistence ; and 
the latter resort to the nrious resources Opt'lt to him, both in 
this and his own country; it bring an article of treaty with 
svme of the country powers, and we beg leave to submit the 
following quotation from it, to save the trouble of reference: 
" ['ngages never to take or retain in }~ service, any French· 
man, or the subject" of any European or Ame~ican power, the 
government of which may be at war with Great Britain; or 
any British subject, whetller European or native of India, 
wit}v}ut the consent of the British government." 

We conceive the foregoing a:S!'s to be fully sufficient to 
impress your Lordship's mind, ·with th~ unparalleled inju\tice 
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of closing ~vorf door, and oll8{rllcting every path, in the way 

of our cart'Cl' in life, withont any miswnduct or disloyalty, on 
our part, to deserve it: to involrte, in a sweeping implication 
of disaffttc:tion ~nd imh~\'riminatc disquahlkati1m, a numerous 
body of men, who have never offended, and that, on no better 
than fancied grounds of suspicion, which are contradicted by the 
evidence of foreign colonies, is a mooe of proceeding, which 
(without presuming to rest on our o\\n judgment,) we humbly 
conceive to be inconsistent with the immutable principles of 
justice, and at variance with the general maxims ofBriti~ policy 
and Jaw. But, instead of the existence of any reasonable ground 
of suspicion or apprehension, we l'Ilther presume that the strong
e8t proofs of our attachment Ilnd Ityalty to the British gGvem
ment, are deducible, not onl; by inference, from our na~uraJ 
interest in, and dependence on, the Hability of the British power 
in India, for our own prcservation as a class of people, against 
whom the hostile prejudiceR of the native government and 
people would, in the event of their preponderance, be directed 
in common with Europeans,-but we abo oppeal, with confi
dence, to eXPf'rience, III every instance where the test has been 
actually made. Have we not the same sensations of pam and 
p~re, as other miMl? Do not our vices Bnd virtues run ill 
the same channel, with those of our European progenitors 1 
Are we not animated with thE' bame desirpl! of glory, courted 
in the same degree by the charms of riches, and as eager for 
the en,toyment of ease and opulence, as our forefatht'\'s 1 Mo
dern philosophy provo!!!\.. the existence of colour in the aye, nol 

in exterior objects; and what is tMle in the physical world, il 
still more so in the system of ethics. The gloomy hue and 
suspicious die, in which some are wbling to represent us to OUI 

king, our local government, and the public, arc ti,e ~ 01 

tbelr organs; a.nd the a.bortlv(:s they lay at our doors, derive 
their existence from themselver.- They would fain deprive us: 
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and have evell too far succeeded in depriving us, of the rights 

of British Bubjects, and of the conlidence and good opinion of 

government, for ('rimes we DlW'er committed, for thoughts w(' 

di.wclaim, and of which the scrutineer and searcher of hearts, 

;. the only competent judge. Our act~ are, surf'ly, the best 

exponentll of our sentiments; and we with conlidence assert, 

my lord, that our conduct has been peaceable, obedient, and 

loyal. 

But, independently of our comparative degradation in the 

general Bcale of British filu~iects, we have further to lament 
the supersession of our natural rights by foreignllrs, many the 

avowed enemies of the British nation: while they arc admitted 
to situatiuns under the British government, so decidedly in 
preference to our more natural claims, our degradation is 
compi<>te. 

Under these multiplied disadvantages and degradations; 
under this ~ystl'm of gloomy suspicion and marked distrust, 
many of our unhappy and rl\iected class, may be expected 
daily to hf'come an annoyance to society. This melancholy 

consideration, ('ombined with the progressive and unavoidable 
increase of <llIr number, in the rising generation and in their 
posterity, impel us, in the most artIcnt and respectful mall\er, 

to urge your Lordship's humane and benevolent attention to 

the expediency of opening some Jield to their views, of 

enlarging their prospects, and affording them the means of 

a more honorable and general exertion of their respective 
abilities; in order that this numerou\ and increasing class of 
British subjects, now neglected by their own progenitors, may 

be rescued from misery and destruction, and become not only 

useful to themselves, but .Jso henelictal to the state. 
)Vhen we call to mind tbe military orphan establishment,; 

at this presidency, the benevolent Il.nd humane principles on 

uhich they are maintained, aild the ",;»e and judicious regu-
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lations by which they are go" prned, our deflpondency, my 
lord, is rt'lieved, by thtl irrcllilltible proof tht')' aliord, th81 

honor, j'L~lice, and hum~nity, Itt; the true and genuine traits 
of British cha.,rncter: that it is from thi~ tribunal of exalted 
virtues, that we expect a decision, is a reflection that affords 
WI unbounded consolation and confidence. 

But eVt'n those inlillitutions, however well intended, suffer 
from the want of that very encouragement which we claim: 
overburdent>d, all they already are, with youths of our class, 

for the disposal of whom very few opportuuitie8 occur, and 
who nre consequently lpn, even Ilt mature age, 011 the charity 
of those institution~: numerous candidates, of an age proper 

for commencing the education w"ieh it is the object of those 
seminaries to afford, are ne( e!ls1rily excluded, and left to 
multiply their numbers, With l1iir'us uncnltlvated, and with 
qualities, though dl'ri""d by natural inh('ritance from tllt'ir 
llI\C('stors, yet invertpd or extinguished by the overwhelming 
tide of neglect or distrul<f . What an ample field is here, my 
lord, for the exercise of 11 pllllanthropic mmd. 

Lastly, we beg leave to observe, that ~everdl of tilt' c-hjlt.huJI 
of Europeans, have either been brougllt up ill the ruahomedan 
fllidi, by the eXpre88 desir(' of their fathers, or ha)e sunk into 

ah!lolute mahometanism, through their neglect. Instances of 
both have occurred, even after the children had been baptized, 

anel received under the sacred dispensations of the GOllpcl . 

These art some CJf the many evil consequences \\-hich Jlow, 

and will continue to ~ow, with accelerated force, from the 
existing system of dl'pressing our class, not only below the 
)f-ve) of our European progenitors, but even below that of 
every other dass, however contel1Jptible or pro/llgat(' We 
('an assure your Lordship, that the practice we allude 4f1 is 

already not unfrequent; and, as the fact is unquestionably 
ttue, W(' make no doubt but tilM your L"rd~hjp will humanely 
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adopt measure~ for amclloratmg 11 system which drives European 
parent8 to the alternative of associating their child rent in relt
gion, principles, and mannel'S, ~th mahom~alJs and IdoJators. 

Although it is a lamentable truth, that deep rooted preju
dices never yield, but with reluctance, 'even to. tPe wisest 
suggestions of religion and philosophy; ,and that httIe can be 
expected from the generality, when many of the learned them
selves are hurril,d away by the tide of popular error: yet the 
history of mankind abundantly proves, that prejudices, how
ever deeply rooted, will, nevertlle!ess, ultimately yield to the 
progressive influence of truth; and, in our case, that truth will 
beam with additional lustre and effect, by emanating from the 
Poource of genuine philosophy, 'nd the scat of supreme authority. 

The example of the great, will always influence the commu
nity : men's opinions vary with the times, and take their bias 
from the sentiments reflected on them by their rulers: custom 
dnd mutual intercourse among fellow subjects, founded on an 
elluality of character and 01 morn I and religious principles-on 
aWl!· natural affinity, and on the allegiance which equally binds 
the whole, to the go,\<crnment under which they live, would 
soon quench the rem!1ining sparks of an unnatural prejudice, if 
distinctive laws were !lboli~hed: but, unft,rtunately for us, \lie 
lawr., whose aim should be to unite the inhabitants, art: calcu
lated to divide them. 

To you, my lord, through the dark gloom which uqjust 
prejudice, and consequent persecution, have cast around us, we 
look up as to the steady ray of a saving ~eacon; in the humble 
but ardent trust, that thfOUgh your gracious interference, your 
cheering, your powerful influence, we may be restored to light and 
hope; reseued from the haradlling apprehension of wearing out a 
mise.ble existence, and, in brokenness of heart, beholding our 
p''lsterity rising around us, heirs' but to our miseries and 

wrong'S. We be!lecch not for favdt, we entreat not for privile~e 
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we only solicit what our h,.1y relgion, humanity, and philoso
phy, proclaim to be just ;---that every humaR bemg is equal in 

the sight of God,~ual by wtlature ; and thfJ.t subsequent 

events, alone, stamp the distinction of individual character. 

and, in addressing a nobleman of your lordship's exalted 

character, dignified mind, and proclaimed philanthropy, we 

fea~lessly give utterance to these sentiments and feelings, and to 

the expression of an humble confidencE', that when, at a future 
period, we ahall be deprived of your lordship's more imf}lediate 
and sheltering protection,---when rcturmng, attended by the 
ble88ings of a numerous and grateful people, to your native 
country, and there resuming your high station M an hereditary 

member of the British aenate---that your lordship, even amid 
the high duties wluch will engage your attention, will not utter

ly cast frum your mmd an unfortlll1ale race, who, under hellvcn, 
place their sole stay and hope in your 10rd~lllp's favour~ bl£' 

conSideration, -who, wIth every gleam of comfort, every glim
mering of happiness, every prAyer of thankfulness to tnc 
Throne of Grace, will, with the most lively gratitude, associat,,! 

your lordship's revered name; Rnd heart and hand, "il.l. one ac
cord, implore unfading- honor, glory, and happiness, on OUl' 

benefactor, and hi8 illustrious race. 

We have the honor to be, with the profoundest reFlpect and 
veneration, 

My lord, your lordship's 

Most devoted, faithful, and 

Obedient servant~. 

( Here followed the StgnnJure,. ) 
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No. I. 

To J. BROWNE, R~Q 
Surgeon of the i/onorabie Company' 8 European Regt1Mftl, 

BERHiMl'ORE. 

SIR, 
BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your official letter 

of llle 5th inst. wluch I have been prevented from answering, 

before I was mcapacitatL'<i for the continuance of my hO!!pital 

duties, by II lamene&.~, &c. occasioned in their pursuit, WI stated 

in my official letter, addrebSed to you on the 9th inst., on that 
subject. 

And I am the more anxious to do this, beca.us~ it affbrds ... 

the opportunity of noticing several other particulars, whlal I 
have, repeatedly, felt it my duty to mention to you, for tho 

purpose of their being corrected, as B'J8entialIy interfering with 

the etfective discharge of my hospital duties; and which, WI 

you have not been pleased to notice ~em, I mmt now btlg 
leave to request that they may be hereby submitted to the 

superintending surgeon, Dr. Keys. 

I must beg leave to e~press my astonislullent, at the 
nat~ and contents of that letter, expressing your surprise 

at having found a man received into tht hospital, during the 

day, that had died without my sewing you word of it: (Ole if 
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you had no intimation of it, JIOW could the nles .• onger who came 
for me, deliver that me!l5l1ge in your name? and. if it wn.'i not 
a case of danger, why was immediate RBSistance required 1 
And in such a case of spasm as that was, of which men were 
generally brought into the hospital in a dying state, and dying 
almost daily, I should presume that death was rather to be 
expected: and as to my informing you of the man's death, if 
that be the intended meaning, I was not a~are, or had level' 

heard, that it formed any part of my duty, but was that 
of the Rteward. 

The message was delivered to me at the mess tiffin, which I 

instantly left untouched, and accompanied the messenger on 
toot, lame as I was, and in {'xtreme pain from inflammation, 
bJ~eding, &c. the effect of' previous official exertion; and, find
ing the man in a dying state frum spasm, (liS had so oltch and 

so fatally occurred of late,) J pursued the plan adopted In such 
cases, and sent fOl'Dr. Keys, because he had fdt much inte

rested in all such cases, and had often attended to them, 
particularly of late; 80 that I could not be blamed for ha,ing 
acted in this way. And as we remained with the pntif'llt till 
he died, and remained at the hospital afterwards to dissect tl'e 

body, it was then within an hour of the time you was expected 
when you would, of course, be informed of the event. 

The other parts of the letter being equally difficult to my 
comprehension, I would beg the favor of their being explained, 

as I am not at all aware that in that way " I could thull a.'!Sumc 
an authority for whic~ you was alone responsible," because it 
charges me with a negative. 

On the 8th inst. another patient in the hospital had a most 
violent return of his spasm: ther~ was neitJwr Tinct. Opii nor 
a warm bath to be had; and the only mroicine~ proculible in 
the hospital, producing nu effect, I immediately informed you, 

byletler, of the patient's imnlinent danger; that his arms were 


