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extended, his joint& rigid, kllees contracted to hit! chest; that 
he htl/I an hickup, and wa.l! speechless; and inquired )that you 

would have done! as the means required were not to be 

obtained. 
While this letter was gone, the mall becoming rapidly worse, 

and verging towards immediate dissolutiOl't, bemg without other 
means, I immediately availed myself of the most powerful 
stimulus attainable, and used 01. 1\1. Pip. externally 88 wdl 88 

internally; and 1 had the unspeakable satisfaction of witnessing 
its happy effects, in an almost immediate recovery. 

Some time after this, your r~ply came, stating you had 
procured and sent some Tinct. Opii, and expressing youI' 

concern to hear so many complaints, and your surprise that 
~ervants should disobey positive orders; adding, that as to a,ny 

great benefit to be derived from 01. M. (I said 01. M. Pip.), 
you thought that either Vol. Lint. or 01. Terib. would be 
bl'ttcr: but there was no notice what£'ver taken of the question 
] had asked respecting th" patient. 

Feeling as J did, at the man's unexpected recovery, and 
presuming you might do the same, I instantly communicated 
to you dIP intelligence, stating that I was happy to inform you 
the man had been completely relieved, by the OJ. M. P. applied 
externally; and the superior strength of which, to either the 
Linimt. or 01. Terib., was, J thought, evinced in its o)tn 

nalure, as an essential oil, and every day, practically, by the 

failure of the otht'r two articles, especially the Linimt. That 
I equally lamented such cause for complllint, should continm' 
to exist, as I had found in every urgent case I had yet wit-

.nessed. 
It was this caus£' tlllly, which made me feel it a duty to 

repretent what was of so perpetual a recurrence, and so essen
lullly affected the hospital dutiee: and which, as they so 

matenally prevented the proper' diSCl:srge of them, I hJd 
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e'rinced to your iMpaction; not !lupposing thE'Y could, after 
titat, be made refemhfe to any other cause, 811 your letter 

ll.ppE>ared to me to imply. Your reply placed me in 11 situa

tion-without means procurable at the hospital, where thtlY 
6\1ght to be always ready; without direction 8S to what you 

woould wish to be done--for I instantly determined upon what 
r tIIlW to be indispensable ;-and, without' e}t~er attending 

yourself in such a case, or meeting the difficulty, you blamed 

me for what W88 unavoidable, unles.~ I had let the man die 

unassisted. Thi~, therefore, I beg to say, cannot be passed 
unnoticed. 

At this timl:', also, another case, of as great (or greater) seve

rity, was brought to the hO!lpital in a dooly, m whil'h I was 

na!urally led to employ the snme menns which had, to my 

conviction, so completely succel"{lcd in the former ca~(. . 8m1 
when you came, at the usual vi~iting timf', and more thLn an 

bour after the abovt'-named patient had recovered, you fou..m 

me employing those means; nnd, to my surprisE', immediatply 

renewed the expressions of your disapprobation, in II maDfler 

'80 violent, nnd in terms which appE'nred to me so ver) ;mpropt r 

in a public ward, and beforE' a large number of men from other 

wnrd~, assembled round the patient, attracted by his 8cream~, 

and endeavouring to hold him during his violent contortioll!! 

from excess of pain, that J must beg leave to noti('e them, in 

order that they may be retracted in the same public manner. 

After you had descanted, at some length, with much apparent 

violence, on the means which had been employed, (though you 

had avoided directing any other, much less the contrary,) and 

saw their good eifect, by the then qniescent state of tbf 

patient, compared with that violence which. the surrounding , 
'men informed you, had required the force of six pertit,ns to 

restrain; you dId, before ~hese mrn, loudly and violflntly 

reprobate thuse mean~, and repeated, that" Camphor Lint., or 
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01. Terib., would have answered as well," though you knew 

what ll1y answer had stated, and I now repeat, that we had 

hourly experience of the failure of t~ former article; and of 
the latter, there W88 not (as you &lso knew) any in the hospital. 

• It was at this time, that al'l Qfderly serjeant came to say the 
warm bath W8.8 ready, i. e. three hours after being ordered, 
and wanted fOr a dying patient. You thought it W88 ready, 

but did not ascertain the fact; and when I went to do 80, 

suspecting its truth from experience, I found there was not 

more than half thE' quantity of water required. And luui it 
been otherwise, this bath would only have beE'll ready for use, 
!;lome time after the patient would (and, J think, inevitably 
must,) have been in the dead-house, ifnot relieve.} by the very 

mcallil you was, at that moment, condemning, and the (tilly 

ones procurable at aU. 

After this interruption, you adverted to my use of the 
Cabob Chanel'; and. with the same violence of manner, was 

pleased to call it "quacking;" and to say that you would 

takE' the men from me : all which, you will recollect, was before 
the same assembled multitude, whose confidence must naturally 
be thus Withdrawn from me, (or which purpose it appeared 

to me to be expressly designed; because the same sentiments, 

unfounded as, I trust, tlll'Y are, had been previously commu

nicated to me, in your letter to me individually; therefore, 
they must have been needless, then and there. 

I beg leave, therefore, with all due respect, hereby to call 
upun you to prove, that such practice isewhat you denominate 

" quacking 1" and J will take care that the question shall be 

fully and fairly met OIl my part, as J consider it an epithet mos t • uJtiustifiable in its application to myself, as I know it to be 

whol~ untenable, in whatever way \t carl be considered, either 
hy historical documents, or the living tp.stimony ofrE>gular and • 
well-informed practitioner~ Y Oil then told me, that " J ,ltD-
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finding fault with many things;" 811 if I had oot shewn you 

their existen~ and proved how essentiaHy they frulltrated 
the effect of the hospital dutie8: and I aecordin~ly replied, 
that I bad mentioned ~cli particular to you 50 frequently. in 
addition to your daily opportunities of ",:itne8lling them, toot 

I must now beg to ha-ve them referred to Dr. J{eys; and that 
the only reason ~hy I had not altered them, "hile in charge, 
during your illness, (as I had been d~lIired to do,) was from 
delicacy towards yourself, as I can prove. Your reply to this 
wall, in matter and mann~, what appeared to me to be most 
improper, in every respect, wiwre you then wa~, ilk a full and 
crowded ward of the hospital; and where I had 8 natural and 
official right to luok for your support, in el)er}} senSe of the . . 
w~rd. 

You immediately added, with the same apparent violence, 
that" I was going on in the I'll<me way as I did below:" and 
when I asked you the nature of the allusion, which I dia not 
understand, you replied, " Luxmore's business." Now, J muat 
here obsene, although I abstained from (jny comparison he
tween the hospital and Mr. Luxmore's Dispensary. althou!;'h 
my cause of complaint, in both caRes, had been the totul im
possibility of prucuring essentials, when required; wrong 
medicines having been given, &c.: yet, I believp, the Most 
Nobb the Marquis of Hastings's opinion of tlla! business, 
was evinced, by his favorable determination, to be nowise 
inimical to me, when the very reference of the court was 
pronounced, by the }1'ost Noble Marquis, to be " the decision 
itself." Singular, as I understand, this circumstance is allowed 
to be, and, of course, equally grati(ying to me; and, I be
lieve, I can have no reason to suppose, (judll'jn~ from one 
general opinion of every individual, and the congratuJ~tions 
I had the pleasure to rec~ive,) that I, in any way, induced 
the Mar(\ui8'~ disupprobatioll. Yet, I would beg leave to 
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~, by what rule of right or pro'pt'iety (exclusive of C"very 
other decorum) you had to name Q circumstl'nce so ii'J'ele
vant! for I did not follow this PU?Jii example, nor should J 
have thought of tlllls"Pl1bhcly msJtfing YOll, by drawing an!f 
invidious comparison with any hospital of youts. 

Lastly; you con{'1uued by saying, Il1I I bE'g you to recol

lect, thut it was in public, and befol'¥ those "very men whose 
confidence in me waCJ t'lrus destroyed, that "yoo would take 
the meR from me, and that you would make tiw do my duty;" 
though how two such extrNU!'A were to be thus united, you did 
not explain to me. My reply was, " Do, Sir." But you 
have never had the opportunity of. makl1<!l me do my duty. 
because J have alwa,ys done more than my duty could requirE'; 
and this, I beg leave to ada, was only from inclination, 
because I saw that, unle'!!! I did more than my duty, those 
who dill less would leave the patients unsupplied with what 
I knew to be so essential, that their very existence depended 

upon it. 
Here, then, I bpg leave to observe, that, as your conduct 

and p'(pres~ions have thus, and 80 repeatedly, bepn calculated 
to dl:'prive me of all (untidence in the patientl~, and authOlity 
ovu the servants, wherp I had every just fPIlSon to expect 
your support and asslstance,--and werp, 011 that account, I 
presume, most unjustifiable; undeuuch circumstances, I must 
beg leave to ~ay, that unless that confidence, and that autho
rity. are as completely and satisfuctorily rpstored to me, I 
must request the superintendingJfrg('on..,ill submit the subject 
to hiS Excellency the Most Noble the 'Commander in Chief. 

2dly, I shall now briefly mention some of those dp.ilyoccur
rences adverted to, as impedTng the execution, andfistrating 
the d~ign, of hospital duties; viz.-The general and uniform 
absence of the hospital attendants, almo!!t to a man, as soon all 

tbe medr<-al OffiCffS leave it, (ttough I understand they ire 

1 <-
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pUd to remam there); thus lellvmg the patients without the 
8111liBlance they, require; and, all I have often experienced, to 

the total impos!>lblhly of procurmg aid, .and what has Lf'en 
required, for such all were sent to the hospital in a dying 
state,_uch men having lain there some time unaided. III 
one instance, (Private Logan,) on Sunday the 2d instant, I 
found the patit'nt lying on a bedEtead, where he had been for 
half an hour at least, not only without help, dy:ng as he was, 
but without his admis~ion being even known, except to those 
who were in the ward in which he was placed; nor wall any 

one person whatever to be found in attendance, for some time, 
much less could I procure such means as were ordered to be 
always ready (by Dr. Keys,) for instant use, in all such 
ur~nt cases This I stated to you; and at the sarne time 
observed, that the simple remedy of ordering the bearers 10 

report the patient, as they J>hssed the apothecary's Ilt the 
gate, would effectually prevent one part of the evil: for there 
was no attendant to do It, on the patient's arrival in the ward. 
The same general neglect, and dIfficulty in procuring atten
dants, for such patients as reqUired them indiVidually, ar.d 
who were unable to ll.."8i!>t themselves, prevailed. Some of 
thest:, (as Sutherland, who afterwards threw himself out of the 
upper wmdow in delirium.) I have seen f<lll down in going to 
the d ose-stool; and others, ( as M'Claverty, &c. &c.) unuble 
to lea"e the bed for that purpose, on this account; although 
I have understood that the number of these attendants can be 
increased at plea.~ur~ as reqUired. 

When 1 named this to you, your answer was, "there were 
enough;" although I then enumerated several, for WhNii they 
were wanted at that time, In tile same mam~r, when such 
several caees Wf'rf' received daily, and many of them rf'fluired 
fomentatlOn~ to be long continued, And frequently repeated, 
t""'re Wl're only two men tIS attl'nJ the whole hospital, then 
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containml!' nbout 160 patients; and these two men had also 
to supply aU th~ poultices then wanted, great .. that number 
~a8 also; and I saw (and ttamed) it ~~ be impossible for two 
'lien to perform those duties, then ;'equired night and day: 

" n<'glects were incessaQt and unavoidable. Nor wae this aU; 
water not being kept ready heated, was often brought woree 
than useless, and without any proper cloth, or flannel to 

apply it. I saw two men fomented wi~h their own flannel 
jackets, for want of olher: this I also mentioned to you at the 

(tme. And, on more than one occasion, when I 118ve gone to 
the cook-house, to see why the hot water, said to be ready, 
was not brought, as J was waiting to see it applied in some 
extreme cases of spasm, I have found that the water was 
nClth"r ready, nor any attendants to bring it when it was. 

As to the warm bath apparatus, though ordered to be ready, 
and deelared fit for use, J have never seen It procurable yet, 

Although it was un possible to have had cases of greater danger, 
than required it, than such as were then occurring, and dying, 
and (·xpected daily; yet the rt'aSOllS urged by the steward 
fur thl~, or tht: water not bemg ready, when wanted, was 
never pleaded, by him, to thl- superintending surgeon, 
as impednnents to the execution of IllS order~. Also, 
me(hcines being put mto broken bottles, and half bottles; 
and, when they were whole, being left without corks, or any 
klIId of stopper; as I have been delivered to the patients, and 

named It to you; thus rendering inert and useless any of' 
the VoL Aromatic medicines, (..Ether, Cal!tphor, Vol. Alkali, 
&c. ~ which werf;l?then in daily use. This I showed you; and 

'llsO sugge~ted, that the mess-table alone would furnish more 
• corks, (by dividing each) than were required; and, for 

bottles,eto procure such earthen onp~ il'1 I did for the hazar 
hospital. 

The general inattemion tht t prevails in gIving the mediJ 

I e 2 
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cintl, in i~ being wholly omitted, or delayed for holtl"!! beyond 

the propertifne; or improper medicine being ~iven; which, at 
one time, I hardly ever failed to find the ram!, with from one pa
tient to fouf, each time. It was the practlC(> to fllillp the bottles 
with~, ill8tead of renewing the meilicineR; for which pur

pole, II ltipply of water was kept in the bottles, at the end of 

the ward; and when I had noticed such inaltentions in my 
journals, I found (and rdtewed it to you,) that some person 
had dared to add, what implied the very reverse. I beg to 
have its author Il.'lcertained. These cir<.umlltance~ I was led to 
detl"Ct, from tasting the medlCines,-q-om not finding those 
efft..'Cts produced, which experience as,ured Ille, they would 

tleCure; and It was not ttll afler I had npeater1Jy named thli/se 
particulars and proved them, that another Compounder was 
procured, though one was then wanting 

In one case of cutaneous disease, the patient wat< kept 
four days, Without the medlcme ordered for him : i. was 
named to you at the time. 

These are some of the reU<,\lnll which illduC(.~, and 110 far 

compelled, me to volunteer so much more exertion than IS 

enjoined by the Honorable East India Company's ordere for 
medical service; which led me to the hospital, at all hours in 
the night and day; on one occasion, iifteen hours out of the 
twenty-four; another, gave me only two hours re~t in 
the same space; another oc<.,asion, left mt' no le~ure from 

six, A. M. to nine, P. M., even to change my clothes, and 

ultimately obliged Lie to discontinue them, from lameness, &c. 

though I would not do so, till such a general amendment 
took place, a.w to ene.ble me to discharge, from my own ward~, 
thirty patients, in two day8, ~nd tv retire for unavoidable 

rest, with more satisfaction than I could do befor~ This 

(which I believe othel'S would att<!st,) IS thus only extorted in 

J!roof that I gave you no opportunity to make me do my duty; 



APP~DIX, C. xxxvii 

or I need not have booome the very apothecary of the hospita.l, 
to witDe8IJI awl carry remedies into effect, ina~ad of only 

prescribing them. . 
i JJlU8t further beg lea¥e to add, that" I have been deprived 

of the means that appeared to me eS800tiaUy lIectil1!18ary, 
because most conducive to the benefit of the patient: and 
when Dr. Keys ordered the medicines, which I was unable to 

procure by prescription, on naming them te you, they were 
forbidden by yourself; as in the case of the lp.te Private 
Glaynes, who so repeatedly urged tf) you, before me, to let 
him hl\ve the medicine I had ordered for him, to be made with 

• 
Syr. Z Z. as the only one that relieved hi~ cough; and you 
forbade its being supplied. 

In the same manner, when Dr. Keys ordered the Tincture 
Catechu to be made, you Immediately forbid the apothecary 
prt'paring it. 

In the Cabob Chenee, ais .... , which I ordered for several 
patients from its experienced advantage, you would not allow 
of their having it, when it was to be purchased: on account of' 
this refusal, !!um6 of these patients were kept in the hospital 
from the latter end of last month, to the ninth of this, 
(when over-exertion obliged me to cease my atteudnMtl.) 
and who would otherwise have been well in half that time.; 
how much longer they remamed there J know not. 

Al!other circumstance I "must mention, is, that when you 
had reason to find fault with the violent action of the Empr. 
Lyttre, so as to occasion very large and -.leep, serious and 
extremely painful wounds, you immediately <'ame to me, 
vnd before the men, asked of me in a tone of surprise, what . -.' 
"aB the, reBBon of all this? as l\' I had been to blame, or was 
tha per~n concerned in makmg It. nu,hough it was, as you 
knew, Wider your own exclUSive direction tv inspect, and for 
want of wIuch, this .(lcclden' cotrld alone t>os~ibiv have. 
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happened; thus I('ading the men to suppose, thnt J, who WIUI 

no furtber concerned, than to prellcribe its application when 
required, WM the entire c:aU8e of their unnecessary pain and 
ulcers, as your surpri~(' appeared to indIcate; and accord
ingly one of them (Maley) told me the next day, that I 
had given him It blister, only fit for a hor~~. At the same 
time you might have lmown, that there were other patients, 
(as Rohl'rts, &c.) whom I had previously named, upon 
whom the same Empr. had not prO'iuced lOy effect; the 
cause of which appeared to be easily explamed.--its faulty 
preparation. 

In another case, the remedy which I was obliged to order 
for the relief of itll severe adion on Whitman, was so much 
neglected by the dresller, (811 wa'l the caRP, also, with the late 
Private Rowe,) that its effects were proera~tinated ~ .ith so 
mU('h pain, and Inss of time, that to this day the wound 
remains unhealed; though T have bel'll obliged to rcnl'W the 
man's exemption from duty, three timef'l for six days each, ill 
addition to the many days he remained in tile (.""nval~SCCllt 
ward, for that purpose only. 

This charge and imputation upon me, I beg leave to MY, 
must bo therefore retracted, Atthe time, also, wlwn the hos· 
pital was so full, with such a great number of dysentery 
patients, the offenl'ive ofHuvia in some wards was almost 
intolerable, as J convinced you the mght I Flent for you to 
the man in the spasms, who died; and which, as most writers 
nssert dysentery tl> be contagiolls, rendered the nece&ity for 
fumigation, self-apparent, and was repeatedly namen to you, 
bNt never carried into effect. And this necessity became s\ill 
greater, if, as Dr. Cleghorn experi .. neOO, "intermitting 
ft>verfil art" contagious," for they also abounded at tl,]e same 
t imp; and the opinions of Dl. Cleghorn are always reel'iwd 

.wlth respect and attentiort by other~ 
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I must also beg leave to add, you aptJellf to be desirous 
of reserving to youl"8Clf the opportunity of blaming mt'; 
that you often have done 80 for cases. that I b.ave frequently 
detllrod you to notice, without eifeet, both in the upper and 

lower wards, 8S Cooper, Hayes, &c. 
In the same manner, you have blamed me for letting 

patients take certain medlCmes, which, after having heard 
your objections, and I have reminded and shewn you, were 
by YOUT own order, the day before, you have .immediately 
added "ah, very right, very right; true, nothing could be 
herter. " 

In the convalescent w.lrd, I must beg leave to notice 
another particular, ill order to its being remedied, viz :
Your blo.ming me up stairs, " for not di!\Charging the men 
lfi the ward below;" and when I have shewn you by the 
book, that they have n<)t remained the time you had allowed 
them, on going "ith you to those men, you have (after 
lhu~ blaming me for It'ltmg them remam,) told them, before 
IlIe, "not to go;"' and, with much apparent commiseration, 
desired them to stay longer and take care of themselvcl! ; 
and though I had accompanied you for thp express purpo~e 
of discharging them, at your d('sire, was told before thpm, 
that 1 "mubt not turn out the poor fellows;" thus indicating 
tu them that I wished to do so. 

This is so contradictory in itself, and so utterly subversive 
of my authority over the men, that I would beg leave to 
declme all interference, until suck circllQlstanct's are remedied 
for the future, o.s I must expect it to be remedied for the 
past. And I would also add, that on one such occasion, you 
put the men on low diet, aft:r tJaving told them " they.e 
to go-into thls ward to have what thej pleased, and to etii as 
much as they would.·' One of these men, (M'Dermott,) ~a~ 
:.0 much emaclated ,ll1d redtced,"hy II longprecedmg di8\o1~vil'. 
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that I Willi compelled to make an exceptlOtl in. bis favor, 
immediately upon my vieitiog the ward, ~t\er your leaving it • 

.Again I muat, on the same lUlCount, mellltion another 
inatance of inconsistency; from the effects of whkh I beg 
leave to be exempted in future, viz-The contrary and 
contradictory sentiments, you deliver to Dr. Keys and me, 
respecting the Bam6 practice to be pursued. When Dr. Keys 
proposed the 01. Terib. being given in cases of spasm, with 
the addition of Tinct. Opii, at my suggestion, you acquiesced 
and approved of the design j but, in his 8bsen,~e, you soon 
afterwards declared to me your total disapprobation of it, 
and forbade my adopting of it, as " you disliked such prac
tice ;" and thi~ was the cause that placed me in the situation 
before enumerated. Yet, when Dr. Keys did again, latterly, 
order the general adoption of the S81l1e medicille, YOll re
peated your approbation of it to him. So that f wc.uld 
request that your objections may be made to him, in the fi"st 
instance, and not to me as an interdiction, after having 
expressed to Mm, that you fully approved of it as a plan to 
be lol!owfltl generally, in aJl future C'tses. 

Lastly" I have to express my regret, that the particulars 
stated having existed so long, and been as repeatedly 
neglect~ by, as mentioned to you,-from whom, I must again 
declare, I had confidently expected to have received every 
official support and encouragement in the discharge of my 
du~y,-now compel me to request that t1wy ma~, in this letter, 
with yours, as causing,t.he correspondence, be submitted to the 
superintending surgeon; and this for the express purpose of 
their being remedied and counteracted, 1.·mmetiiatflly and 
eff~lly, in the same public' manner, bAfore the same 
persons, and in thf' same ward, where I was so essent\IlHy, 
and, I hope, undescrvedly injured. That I never neglected 
my puty, I can appeal to others; that J must be supported ill it, 
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none, I trust, will den,.: without thill, I would willingly decline 
all charge, evt'U when I am able to reaume it, as I hope to be 
in a few days; but in I.he event of its refusal, I will sacrifice 
every private feeling to the pubbosorvice of the government, 
until the superintending SUEgeon can submit my statement to 
the Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, where I lihould 
before have referred it, but from delicacy towards you. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir. 
Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) C. PEARS, M. D. 

Berhampore Hosptlal, 
29th No/). 1817. 

Senwr Assistant Surf/Bon, H. 0. B. R. 
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Xo. II. 

TO MR. ASSISTANT-SURGEON PEARS, 
H. C. E. Regiment. 

SIR, 
THE 8uperintenulO{.: surgeon having laid before the command
ing officer, a corn'spow/t'nce betwl'en YOII and him..,;c1f~ respect
IJJg the public kiter of Mr. Surgeon Browne, he h!ls attl'ntivf'ly 
perused the same, and has dircl'tt'd your attemlam'e dus 
morning, for the purpose of hearing his opinion and de-:ision 
thereon. 

J am directed, in the first plu('e, to state to you, that t!1C 
commanding officerconsiul'red your public l(,tter to Mr. Brownp 

so irregular in its transmission, ~o improper in it~ style, and so 
unwarranted in the :u'cusation it preferrf'd, not only againsl 
Mr. BrownE, but every person connected with the hO"ll'ilul--

from the' superintending burg<'on to tile lowe~t couly, and the 
whole system upon which it is regulated; that he was only 
withheld, by the preparations for an immpdiate march, the 
precariolls state of Mr. R's health, and your preslIIned igno
rance of all military usages and customs, from tresl'assing, even 
at that important period, upon his Excellency the Cornmamler

in-Chief; and submitting that you might be made to answer' 
for such irregularities tefore the tribunal of a general court
martial: at the snme time, the commanding officer was fully 
sensible of the propriety of Dr. Browne's apolovizing f<)r his 
conduct towards you, ill making use of the unwarrantable 
language complained of. 

These opinion!! Dr. Keys wns requel!ted to make kno\\u to 
) 011, when }l(' undertook to ~ adjust the difference subsistlllg 
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betw~on Mr, Browne and yourself; and It wa~ with plea~urt'. 

the commandmg officer saw that Mr. Browne had readily {'ome 
forward with a handsome apolog-y, in a public letter, to tho 
address of the superintending surgeoll; and that YOIl had as 
readily accepted it, and desired to withdraw your former letter. 
In this public communication, on your part, no conditions were 
mentioned, nor any stipulations mllde' and the commanding 
officer, CONCEIVING the matter at rest, directed Dr. K£',Ys to 
destroy the two letters, as hl~ did not think any credit could 
accrue to either party by the pre~ervation of dOCuments relat
ing to such It, personal dispute. 

It is not, thel'efore, withuut sentiments of the utmost surprise 
and displeasure, that the commanding officer find'S y<)u, after 
3'1 intprval of thrl'e weeks, and Mr. Browne's departure from 
th.· Atation, attt'mpting to revive the discussion,-and that, in 
a tone and manner the most unbecoming and improper to 
adopt towards your superior officer. You demand the resto
ration of a document, of whose destruction you admit that you 
were previously informed; you presume to question the 
authority uf the commanding officer to order that document to 
be destroyed, and the propriety uf Dr Keys obeying such an 
order; and you challenge, as your exclusive" PI\IYATE PRO

PERTY," a letter addressed to the superintending surgeon, 
which, six lines after, you designate as " a public document, 
011 service." Had you refused, Ilt the time, to accept the 
written apology of Mr. Browne, as a sufficient atonement for 
the injury you cOllllider yourself toJtave received, it would 
then have been for the commanding offic.'er to decide upoQ what 
measures should be adopted: but having once received that 
apology, and acted uport it, the commanding officer denies 
YQur right to recall your assent, ,md cannot but view, with 
feelings of strong suspicion, a~ to its object, the importullIt y 

with which you persist in de~anding a similar documerv «( ,-
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peciaHy in Mr. Browne's ~bsence,) and the pert.irut('..ity with 
which you evade a disclosure of the "specific plUpGl5e" for 
which you assert the demand to be made. 

Fmally, the commanding officer demes you, 1I8 far &It his 
au.tbority is concerned, the document you dema1Jd; and in
struw me to aMUt'e you. t.hat if he is further troohled with 
this aBair, he shall not hesitate to lay the whole correspondence, 

together with this paper, hefore his Excellency the Most Noble 

the Commander in Chief. 
I IUlve the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) M. S. HOGG, Lieut. 
Aoling &atioft Staff· 

Berkampore, 29th J(I./w.ary, l!~18. 

TRUE COPY. 
(Signed) M. S. HOGG, Lieut. 

Acting &alilln '~'(I'.t(. 
Berkampore Catl/,()nment S1(yl Office, 

Jan. 30th, 1818. 
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No. III. 

To LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES NICOL, 
Adjwtant Gtmeral of 1M A,.".,. 

HBAD QUARTRIUl. 

Sn., 

xlv 

IT is with much regret that I feel ~mpeUed to intrude upon 
your time and attention, for the purpose of soliciting his 
Lordship's attention, against a threat which has hoen held out 
to me, because I have presumed to require another wpy of 
an apology made by Mr. Surgeon Brown to myself, for a 
special purpose in the hospital, but deetroyed by Major 
Broughton and Dr. Keys without either my knowledge or 
consent, immediately on my having acceded to their propoml 
of withdrawing a letter of complaint, on receiving such 
apology for the remedy of certain existing evils which inter
fered essentially with till' welfare of the patients, and the 
bfficial discharge of my hospital dutitll; and which letter 
being thus destroyed, before its specific design could be 
effected, as Dr. Keys knew when procuring it, immediately 
under the pledge of a safe and speedy return; so that I am 
not only deprived of it altogether, but forbidden to presume 
any further in noticing the subject. 

I do, therefore, most respectfully submit the correspondence 
which has been thus occasioned, together with such an intro
ductory recapitulation as may be necessary to elucidate that I 
have done aU in my po"wer to avoid intruding upon your 
illlflortant avocatillns, or to solicit Oil'! moment of his Lord
ship's attentioll to any cin::umstance, of such an individual 
nature, reepecting myseJf. 
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My official duties at the hospital, having led me to notice 
several particulars, which interfered very materia Iy with the 
proper discharge of them, and which were no Jess essential to 
the welfare of the -patients under my charge, (obvious as, I 
think, many of them must have heen to every individual 
entering the hospital,) I felt it my duty to name tl.em to my 
immediate superior officer; and, with this view, did 80 privately 
to Mr. Surgeon Browne, for the purpose of their being imme
diately remedied, and at the same time pointing out to his 
own observation, e1fIery particular named, that it might not 
depend upon my assertion only. But as the evils continued 
to exist and increase, notwithstanding my daily representation, 
I named them in the same manner to the next superior 
officer, Dr. Keys, sllperintending surgpon, who told me I 
must addresR Mr. Surgeon Browne, on service, before he could 
notice the affair: and, ItS I was anxious to a void this, on every 
account, I continued to make ~ueh representations, and point 
out to Dr. Keys, as I had previously done to Mr. Surgeon 

Browne, the nature and dangl'rous tendency of the evils com
plained of aud shown, without receiving any other r<'ply, 
than his repeating, "I have told you what to do, and WIly 
don't you do it; pllt it Oil paper; send him a public letter, 
r('ferring it to me, and then 1 will notice it; hut I cannot in 
any other way." At length the reiteration of this sentimellt, 
repeated at every application I made to Dr. Keys, and the 
evils increasing, obliged me to adopt the mode thus enfor(!ed 
and urged, as the only. one left me to adopt; and 1 stated 
the whole in a public letter, addressed to Mr. Brown, of'dueh 
a copy accompanies this, for t~e purpose of reference, if 
required. 

Mr. Surgeon Browne's subsequPllt illness induced me tc let 
the subject remain dormant, until J heard he was to leave the 
lItatMn, and the regiment was 'under marchmg orders; I then 
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applied to thl:J superintending Surgeon, for the apology men
tioned in that letter, as essentially requisite, after Mr. Surgeon 

Browne's conduct and ('xpressions tow9rds me publicly in the 

Jlospital,: as therein stated. 

In a few days, Dr. Keys desired I would call at his houw 

respecting the letters, and he then stated that the commanding 

officer, Major Broughton, having read my ]etterto Mr. Browne, 

had told him it was his opinion, that the existence of suc'h 
circumstances as were thereiu stated, rendered both him (Dr. 

Keys,) and Mr. Surgeon Browne, unlit for the situations they 

held; and that, if my letter went to government, it would fa.U 
severely upon each of them. He therefore had it to Vropose 

to me, from the Major and himself, as their joint opinion, thnt 

I should accept an apology from Mr. Surgeon Browne, which 

they both thought he ought to make. and withdraw my letter. 
My reply was, that I had nn wish for altercation, beyond what 
justice demanded, and especially if such serious consequences 
were to arise to him'lelf (Dr. Keys,) and Mr. Surgeon Browne; 

alld he knew I had done all that I could to prevent its hecom
ing public, by having stated and shewn each particular so 
repeatedly to Mr. Surgeon Browne and himse]f;--that it was 
only in consequence of his (Dr. Keys,) own express order, 
that I had written that letter, and sent it direct to Mr. Surgeon 
Browne, referring it to him as superintending surgeon, as the 

only way in which he would notice it ;---that, therefore, I could 

not dispen!>e with an apology equal to the insult, and fully 

adequate to do away the effects of Mr. Surgeon Browne's 
conduct and express~on" before the men in the hospital ;--and 
that now it must be done in til(' same mannpr, especially as he 

(Dr. Keys) now stated, that"Mr. Browne had left the regiment 

altogether. 

Dr. Keys replied, that, as Mr. Surgeon Browne was now 
ill, he could not do this; and, atso, the regiment was abou. to 
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maTch, and the Men di'lpersing. J answered, it 'Was these vl'ry 
circumstances which made it the more essential f{)r me to have 
the confidence of the men restored, as the journals would prove 
his i~uriou8 assertions to be groundless; and thet the essentials 
required in hospital practice, for the men, shmld be fully 
grant.ed: that I was 80 far from having any personal enmity 
against Mr. Browne, as I trusted my endeavo1lt'8 to prevent this 
altercation must e~inl'e, that I was now ready and willing to visit 
him, to sit up with him, or render him any service in my power. 
as I had before n&frIoo tf) the Major, when f beard hiS illnt'ss 
WIllI so severe; and that I would not, on any account, cause 
any annoyance to his foolwlgs, now he was ill: but his delay, 
before his last illness, in retta(ting what he had said. and 
acknowledged to be 80 improper, was no excuse for an entire 
omission; and I had no alternative no,,: left, but the letter 
being forwarded to ibf' Most Noble the Coftlmander-in-Chid. 

Dr. Keys then said, iff would withdraw my letter, he would 
procure an apology, and communicate it to ml'. This i 
declined, iiI! being a private apology for a public illllult---not 
relatihg to myself only, or I would accept of it-but if it "as 
any otlier way than public, it would be ineffectual, and depend 
upon my I18IIertion only. He said he should be present, and 
.. ould vouch for it. I observed, I must have a voucher that 
would be a.lways accessible and at my own command, and 

indisputable, whenever r<lquiroo: that as all the men knew of 
the insult, they must know of its retraction. Dr. Keys said, 
Mr. Surgeon Browne' was fully sensible of being wrong, from 
having heard so much from others. I replied, then it must be 
done satisfactorily and in writing. Dr. K~Y'!I ht.re repeated . . 
hiS pledge, to procure and send a writtelt apology, and have 
every evil remedied in the hospital, if I would withdraw the 
tetter. I told him I had no '4'lbjection to this, to prevent 
l'l1M'c&.tion, hut it must be o~ two conditions only :---lst, That 
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the apology should be fully adequate to answer the purpo~e 

intended, and perfectly satlsfact~)ry to myself, as the men must 

know it. 2d, That all the existing evils I had narned, and 

"hown so repeatedly to him, should be remedied fur l he men: 

this was requiroo by justice to myself, and to them, on which 

account I must b(·g leave to decline allY other mode. Dr. 

Keys then said, I must withdraw my, letter, and write to 
him to that effect, begging the commanding officer's perrnis

sKm to withdraw it: which I said J would readily consent til 

do, as I had no wish to injure others, Lu~to secure myself 
and those of whom I had charge. He then urged me tu do it 

imrnediately: which I de~lined until I had Seen whether the 
npolog-y was satisfactory, and adequate to its design. Dr. 
K('.v~ Ihen renewed his pledge to procure, and send me this; 

and when I urged its being done inllnC'diatcIy, as 1\Ir. Stlr

ge()n Browne was g~ing aw"y, he instantly asked me (with a 
corrl'sponding tone and lIspect,) if I suspected his word, 
",hen he had pledged it. I Raid, I had no opportunity but 

the prC'sCllt, and "ould not regain it if lost; he rep<'uted his 
pledge, and I left his house. Yet, notwithstanding this, Dr. 

K('ys took no further notice of it, till I heard that Mr. 

Brown was gone to hill boat, and leaving the station; when I 
immediately wrote a letter to Dr, Keys, and soon after, 

going to 'his house, was told that Mr. Browne was not 

going for two hours. Dr, Keys then produced the apology 

in question-a letter, written by himself, and signed by Mr. 

Surgeon Browne, apologizing for his e:wpressions, &c., read it 
to me, and afterwards put it into my hands; when I observed 

to him, it was not " on service," and unless it was public, I 
• co'lld not receive it, as he knew'l wanted it for a public use, 

'as ~ letter had been, and my withdrawing it was to he; aud 

then,forc I could not accept 'Qr leceive it in any other way. 

He immediately made it a vuhlic letter hefore me, and gh_ng 

L J 
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it into my hands, said it was now mine, and at my own 
disposal. I replied, he knew it must he public, or it would be 
usdess; and I could not accept it in any other way, on 
account of the men, and all who knew of the insult. 

I then left Dr. Keysj with the apology as my own, and 
only 80 accepted, 6nd sent him th~ letter requesting to 

~jthdr«w my letter to Mr. Surgeon Browne, as promised '0 
Dr. Keys. But having occasion to call on the Doctot offi ... 

cialIy, soon afterwal'ds, he requested me as a favor, to 
oblige him with W letter, (as he then called the apology he 
had given me,) to show Major Brougbton, as commanding 
officer, and he would safely and speedily return it. I 
replied, " you know, Sir, the men have not seen it yet, and 
no use has been made of it;" adding, "that he could ,tell 
the Major the object of it." He then a~l(()d m[', in apparent 
displeasure, if I doubted. his promise to return it; and thltt he 
only wished me to lend it him, to shew that, and my reply 
together, and he would pledge himself to return it. : observ
ed the Major would have one, and he (Dr. Keys) knew the 
other, and could tell the Major: but, as he evinced greater 
di8pleasure, and again said, I could not doubt his word after 
he had pledged it, I reminded him that he had not procured 
the apology itself, till I had applied for it again on Mr. Sur
geon Browne'li departure. But on his saying, ., have J not 

given you my pledge to return it yOll soon, and perfectly 
safe 1" I trusted it to him, and fully expected to receive it in 
two or three days. Blllt as it was not noticed at the end of the 
time, (the 8th inst.) I called on him, and asked him jf he was 
not done with my letter? He said he had not yet let the Major 

see it, and now he was going on a shooting party, just setting 
off, for about a week. On his return to the station, in eighvdays,' 
I expected my letter; but not receiving it, and believing that 

m" application would be construed by Dr. Keys, as doubting 
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hj~ word, J declined cal1ing till after tllree or four day$, when 
J wantt'd it, and was elCce!l8ively astonished to hear him It.-II 
me very deliberately .. and with much indill'crenee, "that 
Ilimself and the Major had destroyed it;" upon whiCh, I 
88ked him how any penon could take upon himself to dC!ltroy 
a letter that was mine, without my permission, or even know
ledge !-a letter, also, procured by himself, for a specific 
purpose, according to a stipulah,'ti condition on my part, and 
E;iven for that eud, which he knew was not answered when he 
rCtluested me to lend it to him, under the eipress pledge of a 
safe and speedy return. He very coolly replied, "Ob, the 
Major and I thought it of no use, and so it was destroyed, 
and there was an end of it." I replied, that he was well 
aware the end was not answered; for he had procured it from 
me, under a pledge Qf safdy, before he knew it could po8si
lily btl 110, and was displeased at what he called my doubting 
hil! word to return it. I then left the house; and scarcely 
bclil'ving it pos.~ibJe, applied for the letter officially, to procure 
an Ilocknowledgment of a fact which appeared to me so very 
extraordinary. 

The next morning, when Dr. Keys came to the hospitai, 

lie began 11 conversation with me on the subject of my loSt 
letter, and said I had not answered hi8 question. J replicd, 
that I must beg leave to avoid all conversation on the subject; 
the whole must now be in writing, and on service; but I 
helieved I had fully answered his question, although he wa.~ 
well aware of the end to be answered Jry the apology, 118 he 
h,ld both proposed and procured it ; that I presumed he would 
Rot, on a re-pernsal of my lel~er, say that I had not answered 
his question; but, if he would read it agajt~, and then say on 

paper that I had not answered it, I would certainly reply; 
although I ('ould have no con"e~ation on the !lubject, after 
the correllpondence and my Iplter bf"ing torn, without my 

2 0 I 
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con!rent or' knowledge, after hj~ plerlge to rdnrn it: upon 

which Dr. Keys interrupted me, and raising his handl!, 
exclaimed, " it was not me; it was none of my doing; it. was 
all the Major; it was all hi~ fault I assurp you. I had nothing 
to do with it." 

After having thUR declined a c('overRation, llr. Keys sent 
me a letter, which begim as if I had commenced, and he had 
declined it; to which I replied. After thi~, I waited for a 

reply, but received no notice whatever, fl)r ~ix d'lY~; thos 
arriving at the 29th inst., three week~ after the date of Mr. 

Surgeon Browne's departure I)n the 5th, induding my three 

days' waiting before Dr. Keys', absence to the 8th, his absence 
of eight days to the J 6th, and my thrt'(' days' waiting after
ward~, to the 2flth inst., nt which time I loent a letter, when I 
received the orot'r frllll1 the acting staff, which I obeyed ac(Ord
ingly; and having heard a paper reao by the acting staff, 
(Lieut. Hogg,) in the presl'm'(' of Dr Kt'ys, superintending 
surgeon, Mr. Surgeon Smith, anti Mr. Assistant Surgeon 
Wray, late assistant surgeon in the Hon. Company's European 
Regiment,--the same afternoon, I addressed a letter to tlte 
acting staff, requesting a copy of the document I had just 
heard read to me, and on the 31st inst. received his reply, 
stating- that I should be furnished with such copy, which was 
accordingly sent: and thus concIuoed the e(lrrespondence ; 
and against which, I here bpg leave, mOllt respectfully, to 
protest, as being inapplicable to mI'. 

But, as this last (tocument holds out a threat towflrJs me, if 

I presume to reply ,---and , from the whole uf the proceedings, 

I conceive myself to have bern most harshly and unjustly 
treated, by Major Broughton and Dr. Kpys,--I do not, on that 
account, think it right, in justice to myself, to n'pl; in any 
other way than by such ot>servatiuns upon it, as, I now most 

l 
respel"tfully solicit, may meet the eye of his Excellency the 
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Most Noble Marquis, the Commander-in-Chief, to evince the 

mis-statements it contains, respecting which, NO PREVIOUS 

AJ'PLICATION WHATEVER was made to me by the Major; amI 
that none of the displeasure it avows, was ever indicatt'd 
towards me in any way, until I had previously stated my deter· 
mination to refer the case to his Excellency. And I am the 
more induced to do this, because I conceive myself to have 
been equally hardly used by Pl'. l\cys and the Major, in being 
deprived of a right which the srrvice rtllowcd me, as senior 
RMlistant, when the regiment was under mart-hing orderl', at 
which time the assistant wlto accompanied the reglnwnt was 
to havr charge of it---the junior assistant, I understood, wa/il til 
go, awl I was to remain at tile Rtation. But, when MI'. Sur
geon Smith, of the 14th N. I. was appointed to the regiment. 
ill tl](' room of Mr. Surgeun Urowne ; ancllhe assistant-surgeon 
,~ho remained was to have' charge of Ill~ battalioD, 14th N. 1. 
ali(I the station al~o, tlit'n I was to go with the rcgiment, 
and the juuior n~~istant 'Hl~ tv coutlllue here. And, also, 
\\-hcn an expresb came to forward .Mr. Assistant-Surgeon 
Pigou to Cuttack, by Douk, as he was ab..cnt, I was put 
in orders 1i..r that service, though Dr. Keys prevented my 
going before, and I was the senior assistant of the only two at 
the station, where there wa~ mo~t am pIc employment for both, 
alld when it was not my turn to go, bellJg s.mior assistant. 
Mr. Superintending Surgeon Keys the[) \\-rotc to government, 
tu name thi~, and an arrangement (as statoo) was made, 
against which I relllonstrr.ted, with Ur. l(,·ys and the Major, in 
,ain; and when Mr. Pigott returned in time, and actually did 

.pFlcecd tu Cuttack, I naturally expedeu that the usual cuurse 
• 

of tlie sen ice would then be complied "';~h, and I requested 
Dr. Keys and Major Brough:on to lei it do so, but without 
dfect. I then solicited lhe MII;or to forward a Jetter from me, 

• stating those particular .• , which be declined doilJg; alld, at Ais 
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request, I altered it, which was sent. I, also, again re~,.. 

.u.ted with Dr. Keys, to inform the government that .such 
arrangement as had been made, for the then expected 
exigency, did not now exist; and that, by the ('ontinuance of 

such arrangement, I was deprived of a right allowed to the 

senior usistant-surgeon by the Honorable Company. But he 

refused to do this, and· assured me that he had not recom

mended any alterati.on, (reading to me his Itltter on that 
occasion,) and said, that it all lay with the Majol'. I then 

requested of him to forward, for me, a letter to the Medical 
Board, which he did; and, as Mr. Leny's answer fully evinced 
the matter to he wholly misund('rstood, I requested Dr. Kl'Ys 

to send my l'xplano.til,n, that I might not ~tand committed to 

the Board; but this he positively refused to do, and did riot 
do it--although merely Ull explanation; and, since the OCCLf
fence which has occasioned this letter, he has incessantly 

annoyed me, officially, that I must represent it to the Medical 
Board. 

I humbly beg leave to submit these, as ~ome of my reason!! 

for thus intruding, Sir, upon your valuable time, and request
ing the £8l'or of your indulgence, to alJow of this being submit
ted to his Excellency the Most Noble the CommandeJ;-in-Chief, 
as due to myself; because I cannot help feeling, that the series 
of annoyances J have continued to experience, from my having 
fiTl!t pointed out to my immediate 811perior, Mr. SurgL'On 

Browne, the particulars named in my letter to him, and which, 

J think, from their fret{uent recurrence, could not have '::f\caped 
the cognizance of the most superlicial obserV"er, have now 

gone on to the further evils of mi,representation and injury, in. 
the particulars stated; although I ('All' readily evince, by wit

nesses, that I have nev~r shrunk from personallluty, or'made 

any complaint, either withoUJ cause, or proving the facts by 

shbwing them to my superiors, as directed by the !ervice. 
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A,td in the hope, therefore, that I may be ~ted by his 

Excellency, from the effects of what I can only avoid by such 
an appeal and statement, I am alone induced to rnatke it; and 
which, indeed, only the e¥igencies of the service prevent.ed illY 
doing before, to escape what I foresaw, and have since expe

rienced; by soliciting his Lordship's gracious permission, and 
kind indulgence, to return to the quiet retirement of my civil 

station, from which I was removed, al twepty-four hours' notice, 

to flccompany It detachment of recruits, for the Honorable 

Company'R Euro}X'!ln regiment, to this place--totally unpro

vided with anyone accommodation, or even a single st:rvant, 

excepting one accidentally procured, a!! I was entering the 

boat to proceed. . 
}.astly: That J cannot be justly charged with any degree 

of neglect, or inattention to my official duties,-ooflnd that I do 
not indulge in useless complaints, or RIICh as Ilre not proved to 
my superiors, when they Ilrc reportcd,~--I trust I can confi

dently appeal tv those who have had the best opportunity to 
form a judgment---Ilndcr whose direction I am more immedi
lltely placcd--and who have b£'en pleased to express the entire 

satisfaction afforded at the discharge of those duties, both al! 
to the attention, and nature of the practice required, and which 

the duty of self-defence thus calls upon me to adduce. 

With an apology, Sir, for so long an intrusion, which is 

as disngreeablc to my feelings, as the necessity which enforces 
it upon me, and most rellpectfully soliciting your attention, 

I have the honor to ~, 

Sir, 

With great lespilct, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. PEAQB, M. D. 

&~nior Aui,tallt-Surgeo1l, H. C. E. RefJl. 
Berharnpol'c, March 7, 1818. 
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SIR, 

'd' l' EN nIX, (. 

No. IV. 

To MAJOR-GENERAL WOOD, 
Comman~linfJ fit tile Presidency 

II! 

I JlAVE the honuur to reCflVl' awl lay helore the MoH Noble 

the Commander-in-Chief, yonr Idler of the 19th lIltin.o. and 

the voluminous papers to which it "ave cover, rplativl' to Ii 

series of Ilispute~, which have .ui.leu at Bcrhumpore, betlVeen 

As..~i8tant Surgeon Pcar", of tl!e Enrop(,ltn regiment, and his 

superior oflieers. In reply, I am tlirectt·d to convt'y to you 

tlle Commundel'-in-Clil!'f"s sentimpnts. in the following bfJet 

decision. upon the conduct of th(' assistant surgeon, who ha,~ 

80 wantonly obtrudl'rl himself upon hi~ Expcllency'1 notice. 

The Commandr-r-in-Chief has no intpntlOn of entpring into 
any consideration of the various o('(-urr('nces allllded to in 

Assistant Surgeon Pears's Idter to Surgeun llrownf', ~hich, 

whell considered as an uddress from nn mil-rlOr to a superior 

officer, {Quching points of duty, performcfl uudt-!' thl' l'ye of 

the head of thl' department, })r. K('y~, seems ~o prc-posterous 

a production, as to occa~lon dOllbts of till' writer's being in his 

sound mind. The pomts to which hIS Excellency deem!! it 
necessary to advert, in passing his decision, are: 

1st, Assistant Surgeon Pears's conduct in nrraignillg the 

management of the hospita I of the Euwpean r('gimenL 

2d, His behaviour in regard tp the apology made to him 

by Surgeon Browne, 

3d, His inllubordinute conduct, in nnt abiding by the 
decision of the t'ommandin&, officer and the superintending 

~u.g-eon, on all points of duty. 
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4th, The expediency, or otherwise, of submitting Assistant 
"Iurgeon PearN's conduct to inv(>stigation by a general court

martial. 
5th, The desire of Assistant Snrgl>on Pears to be re-ap

pointed to a civil station, which you recommended, as the 
only alternative to the formal investigation of his complaint.~. 

His Excellency desires me to premise his observations, by 

signifying, that, upon consideration of ~he whole matter, the 

Commander-in-Chiuf docs not deem it expedient to adopt 
either of those alternatives. 

The appointment of medical olficers to civil stations, is not 
in tht province of the Commander-in-Chief; nor could his 
Ihcclkncy recummend Asssi&tant Surgeon Prars's rl~moval 
ttl that brunch of the service; becuuse that ufficer might, at 

allY future periud, hl' thrown back upon the military, when 
his superiur stuudillg' Oil the list would rpmler his ignorance of 

his dllty and r('iutions, as an army medical officer, still more 

inconvenient to the pub lie service than at present. It is 

requi"ite, his Excellency dl'sires me tv ~ay, that Mr. Pears, if 
he be desirous of continuing in the service, and expect'! to 
rise in it, should now acquir(' a knowledge of his duties as a 
military surgeon, and leul'll to eomport himself with due 

deference and respt'ct, to the I'uperinr officers set over him 
by the government, whether in his own immediate department, 

or the military officers under whose authority he is placed. 

But the Commander-ill-Chief has the further objection to 

~uffering the return of Mr. Pcars to -a civil station :---his 
Excellency cannot be without !>uspicion, that Doctor Pears 

has sought those peevish qu~rrels, in the hope, that the im
patience of the medica! officers under his teltzing litigiousness, 

might induce them to Ilse interest for his removal, and conse

quent liberation from a contronl which his disposition renders • so n~e8sary. The Commander-in-Chief will not I('t atJy 
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IJUch .pecula.tion lurceed, and i. prepared to "i.it, 'Vith deci
lIiYe severity, any pel'tleverance in the attempt. 

If the assembly of a general court martial at Berhampore, 
were less inconvenient than it is, his Lordship would not think 
it proper to submit to a jlldicial enquiry, such a confused mass 
of ill..grounded and vexatious complaints; not against Sur
geon Browne only, hut the Iluperintending surgeon, and 
commanding officer ~ the regiment; both of' whom (if Dr. 
Pears's assertions have any fOl!ndation, which is not believed,) 
would be more culpable than l\Ir. Browne. Having premised 
thus far, I now proceed to intimate his Excellency's decision 
on the first point above noticed. 

Assistant Surgeon Pears is to be called upon to make an 
ample apelogy to Surgeon Browne, .for the h~qh~p/ f!/fen8it'e, 
and indecorons letter addressed to him, the assistant surgeon's' 
superior officer: the apology is to be dictaterI by the com
manding officer of the regiment, aud approwd by tho officer 
commanding the statlOn,-in whoso presene!', attended hy 
Major Broughton, the superintending surgeon, and staff 01 the 
station, and tho two senior captains of the regiment, the 
apology is to be read and tendered to Mr. Browne, by Dr. 
Pears, and then lodged with the commanding officer of the 
corps. Y uu will cause it at the same time to be signified to 
AiIIistant Surgeon Pears, that if he hesitates to comply, or 
shews any disposition to give farther trouble, his Lordship is 

prepared to recommend to government, that Mr. Pears may 
be suspended from thE!'service, as a person wholly disqualified, 
by his obstinate disregard of all order and subordination, ll11d 

by his irritable and litigious temQer, for any dnty. 
With respect to the apology made to Mr. Assistant Sur. 

geon Pears, by hi!; superior officer, Mr. I\ro~ne, for a fnasty 
word, uttered in a moment of irritation, the Commander in • 
Cftief deSires it may be signified to the forlller officer, that 
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the atoneJhent puJe for the ofl'ence given, was ample in every 
respect,-both in the terms, and in the manner of its commu

nication to Mr. Pears, through the chief medical officer of 
the place. The demand made, and so indecently persisted in, 
by the assistant surgeon, to have Mr. Browne's letter to Dr. 
Keys given up to him, was not less unwarrantable, than the 
motives which induced him to urge that demand, were unjus-
tifiable and mischievous. .. 

The conduct of Mr. A8sistan~ Surgeon Pears, in presuming 
to address Head-quarters, instead of referring any difference 
of opinion, or I'Illpposed grievance, to the o/lirer commanding 
the station, or the general officer of the division, is not only 
highly improper nnd dlsr('spectful to those authorities, but a 
direct breach of the standing orders of the army. His Excel
lency cannot refrain from seizing this occasion of pressing 
upon youl'Self, as well as Colonel Pme, the propriety of 
restraining such unwarrantable intrusions on his Excellency'. 
time, by enforcing a strict observance of the rules of disci. 

pline and ~'lbordination, in those rellpectively under the 
immediate controul of ('ach. 

Finally, I have to sigmfy to you, the commanJcr-in.~~ 
pleasure, that Assistant Surgeon Pears shall not be all 
to hold the separate or distinct charge of an hospital, bt' 
detachment, until he shall have evinced his i:ontrition for th6 
past, by a zealous and conciliating discharge of his duty 
assigned to him, in the regimental hospital, 8S w~n 8S by a 
becoming and rrspectful deportment towards his superior 
officers. Assistant Surgeon Pears is, accordingly, to be imme
diately removed from the "parge of the female hospital,* 
which is to be given to the next officer eligible by the 

regula\ions . 

.. See" Letter to the Society for ,he IUI'preSiion of Vice," for 
the p.arliculara of thUi hospital. 
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The above restrictions are to continue until ~e commanding 
officer of the regiment shall be enabled to report that the 
general behaviour and deportment of Assistant Surgeon 

Pears, is such as to entitle him to the favor and confluence of 

his superiors. 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

JAMES NICOl., 

A4jutant General (if the Arm.V· 

lIead Quarters, Gorruckpore, 

10th May, 181!'!. 

TRUE COPY. 
(Signed) 

TRCE COPY. 

tSigm·d) 

.1. DONDAS, M. B. 

.I. Altllow. 
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No. V. 

APOLOGY TO DR. BROWNE. 

I1is Excellency.the Most Noble the Commander in Chief, 
having conveyed, through the medium of the general officer 
commanding at the Presidency. his disapprobation of my 
Jetter of the 29th November, to your address, and his opinion 
that it was, in its style and tenor, offensive and indecorous, I 
beg leave, in obedience to his Excellency's commanois, to ap&
Jogize to you f~r the same; and to add a hope, that my 
inexperience in all military matters may he r~ved as the 
real cause of my error. 

C. PEARS. 

June 18t, 1818. 
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No. VJ. 

Ttl JOHN BROWNE! EsQ. 
Surgeon qf the l/onorable Company's EuropeaA Regiment. 

Sm, 
THS kind indulgence of the commanding officer, In granting 
my reque!!t to re-peruse, at leisure, the letter from Head 
QUartel'!'l, transmitted through General Wood, having enabled 

me to form a more accurate opinion and determination respect
ing its nature and contents, than could possibly be done when 
I read ie,vce yesterday in public; and conceiving, 8l! I then 
stated, that I was only to apologize for a military indecorum', 
though ignorantly committed, I hesitated not to evince my 
ready obedience to the injunctions of his Excellency' the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

But, aftt'r having now read that lettt'r four times, with the 
deepest attention I could command, my mind is incontrov(·r
tibly impressed with the conviction, that it contains so many 
points which I am totally unable to apply to myself;--and 
lUI clearly perceiving that the" Apology," required by that 
document, is particularized to be for "the letter" sent to 
Mr.jJrowne, t.hough only in obedience to my superior officer, 
and already containing an apology for any improper expres
sions that might havlJ escaped, in my ignorall~ of military 
affairs: I cannot, consistently with my duty, apologize lor 
known facts. 

And as that document stated, respecting my letter, that it 
might be supposed "the writer was not in llis sound rriind," 
Ilnd that the facts named '~are not bclieved,"--two points 
w~ich must necessarily invalidate all apology,-·l do 0l0I4 
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respectfully, !lnd with all due lIubmission, beg leave to say. 
that I cannot, consistently with my duty, apologize for the 

letter itself, (sent in the discharge of my offil'ial dutt,) or 
find it compatible with those principles ....tlich I feel to be 

superior to every other consideration. 
And, in the same respectful manner, I .do therefore beg 

leave to disclaim the apology as mino; and aver, that I am 
thus compelled to declare, as I /lOW do, with an equal degree 
of respect, conviction, and d~cjsion, that I am unable to mak!' 
ur to a vow it as my deliberate and final act: that, alone, being 
!!O, which I thul! particularize. 

I have, therefore, to request the favor, that you will be 
plea.'led to communicate to the commanding officer, for itll 
regular transmission to the appointed alltho .. itY"~lis, my 
deliberate, lioal, and, at the same time, most respectful 
determination. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Yunr most obedient servant, 

C. PEARS, M. D. 
As.9istant-8urgeon, E. Regt. 

lJerlw.mpore, June 2, I!-IIS. 
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No. VIT. 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF AN 

EUROPEAN GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL, 

ASSEMBUllllt Fort William, on the 26th of NOVl'muer, 1818, 

pursuant to general orders, and ill virtue of Ii warran~ unuer 

the hand and seal of his Excellenty the Most NollIe Marqui~ 

of Hastings, K. G. Commander-in-Chief of all the fOIcell ill 
India, for the trial of Mr. Assistant Surgl'on C. Ppars, and 

all such ~onefs as may be brought before it. 

Pre.~ident .' 
Mojor-Gl'ut'ral .JOHN GORDON, Mh N. Cavalry. 

ASRistant Surgeon Charll's Pears, M. 1>. doing' duty with 

the Hon. Company's European regiment, placed in arr("l hy 

rmkr of his Excellency th" Most Noble tllP Cumlll:lIldf'r-in

Chief: on the fol/owillg' chargl'~ :---

('HARGE I. For forwarding' to his Excellpllcy the Com

mander-in-Chi(,r, a lettef, or the copy of Olll', adJfes~ed by 

him, Doctor Pears, to the deputy-adjl1tnnt-g-enl'J'aI, dated the 

2d of January, HHH, presnmptuolll,ly arrni~lJillg, and tailing 

in question, the justic!' of an arrangPlUent ma!k by g'ovefl1-

ment, fi.'f th<' medical sen-ic!' at Be!'!Iampor(', which letter he 

agreed to supptess,' and did suppress, alld to subst,!~1Ifc for it 

another, actu.ally sent, upon the improper t"IJdeIJcy of the 

first being pointed out to him by his commanding officer. 

CHARGE 2. l"or arraigning, and complaining of the hard

ship inflicted on him~elf by the mca~ure~ of government, in a 

letter, addfe~8ed to the se~etary of the Medical Board, dated 

tile ,Hit January, 181ti; and, subsequently, calling in question 
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the decision of tll'lt Board, in the fragments of a letter, refused 
to be forwarded through the regular channel; and transmitted 

by himself, Doctor Peal's, to the Commander-in-Chief. 4-

CHARGE 3. For having written a letter, ~tcd the 8th of 

June last, disclaiming an apology, ntade by hint to Mr. SUr
geon Browne, after he had, in the presence of the commanding 
officer and staff of the station of Berhnmpore, and other 
officers assemhled. agreeable to the orders of the Commander
in-Chief, signed, read, and dtolivered, the said apology j and 
under the faIlle pretence that time had not been afforded to 
him to peruse Itt leisure the letter of the niljutant-general, 
conveying the Commander-in-Chief's decision upon his refer
eJJce, and his Excellency's orders for him to make the apology 

in question. 'f$t 
Such conduct being unworthy of an officer and a gentleman, 

---insubordinate, contumn('iou~, and disrespectful; and subver
!live of good order and military discipline. 

By order of his Excellency the Mo~t Noble the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

(Signed) JAS. NICOl., 

Adfutant-Genelul '1 tlUl Army_ 

TRUE COPY. 

Adj.-General·.~ Office, 
PreSidency of Fort William, 

tl,8 21st Sept. i818. 

J. BRYANT, 

J'U(~qe-Adllocate-GnU/ra!. 

---
ADDITIONAL CIIAIVHt. 

Por having. in a letter under date the 15th ultimo, to tht' 
atldres8 of the Atljlltant-G\ neral, mtdc the following ass('rtion~ 

I E 



lxvi Arrr.""lDlX, C. 

" I could have summoned nL'ftrly the whole r('gimeut, instE"IUI 
of such only (meaning one hundred and three witr.esses) &JI 

have volunteered, without my solicitation." Such 38scrtion 

(that the individ~~~s.speci{jed vo~unteered to give t~eir tC'sti
~y) being a Pbsllive and deliberate falsehoOlI, dlsgrac:-eful 

to the chnr~cter of a gentleman. 
By ortIer of his Excellt'ncy the Commander-in-Chief, 

(Signed) JAs. NICOL, 

Adjulanl-GeMral of the Army. 

TRUE COPY. 
J. BRYANT, 

J ud!Jt-Ad vocate-GeMral. 

Adj.-GelWrafs Office , 
Pre8idm'cy of Fort William ) 

tke 20tk NOli. I ~ 1 ~ . 

PROTEST. 

Mr. President, and nentlemen of the Court,---Belt)re the 
proceedings commen(:t', I would very respectfully hrg leave 
to enter the fnllDwing protest :-

I, Charles Pears, M. D. in the ~ervice of the IIonorable 
East India Company, do hereby respectfully, but most 

solemnly protest a,~ainst being tried on the charges now 
exhibitpd against me,---BECAUSB they are founded upon a 
complaint of mine, made in strict conformity' with the tirst 

article of the twelfth section of" the articles of war, under the 

head of " redressiqg wrongs;" but which complaint has not 
yet been inquired into, nor have any (of the allegations 

\herein contained, been prcved by a competent tribunal to be 
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tatse or grounftless; nor has any; other notice whll.tevE.>r been 
takt'n of such, my complaint, t'bll.n naming 8 llrosecutor to 
prefer charges against me; contrary to the rule and disc,wline 
of war ;-such a proceeding doing away ~~ ,:.very means of 
REDRESS for an officer. whatt'ver ill Ullage he may ~e 
received. 

(Signed) 

FOIl William, OalC1Jtta, 
2d Not,. )~18. 

C. PEARS, M. O. 
As,i,tant Surgeon. 

COURT CJ,EARED. 

COURT RE-OPENED. 

JUDGE A.-G.-You may be allowed to withdraw the pro-
test, Dr. Pear~. 

PRISONER.-By no means, Sir I give it by legal advic(", 

and I leave it as a Jpgal document. 

JUDGE A.-G.---To the charg('~ :--Guilty, or not guilty 1 
PRISONER.---Not guilty, on the general i~~ne. 

EXTRACTS 
Frorl/, Dr. PeaTl's Defence. 

" I WOULD now beg leave, Mr. Pres.d.mt and Gentlemen of 
the Court, most respectful1y to direct your attention. WhE'n 
I made the 8Ilology to Mr. Sllrgeo\ Browne, J did it, as my 

1 E 2 
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letter aLate8, ' to evince my ready obedience to the injunction.r 

oC his Excellency the Commander-in--Chief i' but at the IllUDe 

time, as I alao stated, that I was only to apologize for a 
mmt:ry indecorum, though ignorantly committed, and in 

0w.euce to a su)lrior officer, I made no conce&8i6ln of FACTS : 

I could not tjp 80. I made no apology for having 'stated to 
Mr. Browne, those public and universally knownaqu5es existing 
at the hospital, which, by the positive order of Doctor Keys. 
as J then stated before Doctor Keys and Mr. Surg.eonBrownc-, 

I bad made to Mr. Surgeon Browne. Facts which I then 
ltated, I was willing and ready to prove; and which I beg 

leave ~ to repea\1 Mr. President and Gentlemen, I am M" 

ready am wilJing to prove: and I request that this may be 
noticed aCcordingly. It is true, Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
J was ,jJ>ao1dier: I never }Iad been. I was taken frohr 
a civil station, at twenty-four hours' notice, and sent with 
a detachment to join the European regiment. Perfectly 

ignorant of all mili\ary matters, in every sense of the 
word, I had yet to learn that what I saw superiors do, I 
must 8ee in silence. I acted with those common feclingll 
which ought to influence every professional man, who is 
anxious for the welfare and safety of his patient/!; and I 
thought, when I saw them in want of what that safety and 

·that welfare made indispensable, I had only to represent to 
my immediate superiors, and all would be we]). I stated, that 

men were coming in dying with cholera mOl'bWl, and no me
dicines to give themTthllt water was given for medICine, and 
numberless other abuses; but a1l in vain. Repeatedly, daily, 
I shewed the abuses-pointed out particuial'll; but Ail in vain. 
Then to my next superior, the &ttperintendant surge~>n, Doctor 
Keys, who, though unknown to me, being at var~e with 

the lurgeon, would pay no- attention, and told me I must 
c~mplain publicly; and t_t, unless I did so, he would DOt 
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hQtice them. Long I declined t.IU.c, to avoid the quaml J 
. T 

foresaw, tJll I was absolutely goaded to do what I at length 
did, (11$ I wi1l prove by a witness,) and Doctor Key. ~n 
compelled me to effect' by a public letter, *fting the abuses 
and the personal insult I had received from Mr. Browne, i* 
puhlie hospital before the men,-even calling '\ty practice 
"quacking,'" though with his own sanction, and never while 
I continued to pay for the medicine, which was Cahob Cbenee, 
for the treatment of the gonorrhooa, and which removed that 
disease in four days, instead of keeping men four and five 
weeks on the common treatment; thus depriving me of that 
confidence which was essential amongs~ '~e men. ~ut no 
sooner did Dodor Keys perceive that he ~as equallY impli
cated with Mr. Surgeon Browne, than he cainq to""'6, and 
stated, from Major Broughton, that if my I~tteli was '6l!tlU"ded, 
both himself and Mr. Browne would lose their situatiiilm; and 
that, if I would withdraw it, he would undertake to procure 
me an apology from Mr. Browne, for the public insult in the 
h08pital. This I consented to, to avoid if\juring D()(!tor Keys 
and Mr. Browne, if the apology was e(lually public with the 
insult, and the abuses towards the men rectilied,-all of which 
Doctor Keys promised; but had no sooner procured the apo~ 
logy, than he, under the pledge and positive promise of its 
saft- an~ speedy return, took it away to the Major's, where it 
was torn and destroyed, without my knowledge or consent, as 
J CM prove by Doctor Keys's own letter. Being thull de~ 
prived of what was expedient to me, I·remonstrated---was 
severely reprimanded by the Major, in a letter which con
tained much of what was totallr inapplicable, and even unin
telligible to me; and threatened by him, that if I presumed 
to agitate the matter again, I !hould be brought to a court 
martial. Of this I therefore complained to the Governor 
General, whfJl!!e protection I felt my~lf obligt,o(! to solicit against" 
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such a'threat and injury; and since that time I hav.e ever boon 
expoaed to misrepresentation and injury . 

.. I cannrit but feel particularly hutt at the manner in whieh 
it appears to mfllbe whole of the proceedings agaill8t me have 
tAn conducted; in which the forms, cotnmonly observed on 
such ocC81fons, have been departed from, with a view, 88 it has 
jleemoo to me, to injure and distreR8 my feelings, from the first 
intimation of my arrest, which was put into publie orders,--
pot, I believe, usual on such occasions. 

" The confinement I have experienced for mor,e than two 
months, which has so n1aterilffly added to the general ill health 
f hav&~perienced for more thlln two years; the manner in 
which pjfi,f)l"al communication~ have been worded, with what 
u,ppeal'fd to me a peculiar (]egree of harshness; some of tBem 
not tr~nsmitted till two days after their being written, as in 
the Ad"QCate General's letter; daten the 13th of October, but 
not delivered to me until the afternoon of the 15th, although 
calling upon me to answer ' ~ithol\t delay'---to name the spe
cific purpose for which each of the witn~'s~es named in my 
letter was required, that he, the Judge Advocate General, 
, might be enabled to judge of the expediency of IIlImmoning 
them;' nQr can l omh to mention, that to me, in the several 
charge. exhibited against me, my leave to consult my legal 
adviser, which was made (in thE' day the prosecutiol) closed, 
and WM then discussed in this honourable Court, has never 
been noticed at all, or have f received anYllnswer, or had 
pennillBion to leave the Fort for that purpose. though Il!lually 
and generally allowed to others: all whicb ~ircumstance8. I 
cannot but feel al!! personal h~dships, not Ilwany exercised on 
iuch occnsloDll, independently of that most material and el8en
\i~l one, by which the great cause of complaint l\lI.s been 
withheld, and I have be,n prevented from justifying mJ8elf 

<by referring to It, while charges IIrc preferred against me, 
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precluding me from that adva.ntage, as well as the witneslles I 

required being withheld, and thtIB every IIIdvantage taken to 

exclude me frQm the means of ju8tifte&won, wilile it alnlost 
unavQidably involted me in what waS" wbtJIY inapplicable to 
me, by every 11latns of fair and hooorable construction. 

SENTENCE. 

The Court having maturely aonsidered the evidence brought 
before them, are of opinion that the prisoner, DoctOl,fcars, is 
not guilty of forwarding to his Excellency, the Coltuuander in 

Chief, a letter (or the copy of it) addressed by him, Doctor 
~ 

Pears, to the Deputy Adjutant, dated the 2d o(:tJahuary, 

1818, presumptuously arraigning and calling in question the 
justice of an arrangement made by Government for the medi
cal duties of Berhnmpore; but the Court are of opinion, the 
prisoner is g\lilty of irregularly forwarding the letter, as further 
desttibed in the charge. 

On the second charge, the Court are of opini'lll that the 
prisoner is not guilty, and do acquit him. 

On the third charge, the Court are of opinion that the 

prisoner it guilty of discla.imin~· an apology made by him to 

Mr. Surgeon BrowJile, after he had, in the presenoo of the 
cotllTnanding officef and staff of the station of Derhampore, 
and other otfi.cers assembled; agreeable.to ehe orders of the 

eom.nder in Chief, signed, read, and delivered the said 
apoklgy;. ud of the rema;~ng part of the charge the Court 

-«IUi:t him. 
On the lUiditionol ehargc, the CQ\1t\ are of opinion, that the 
p~, Doctor Pea.rs, :8 not gailty, and do fuUy and honour
ably af'AJuit him. 
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The Court having found too prisoner guity of part of the 
, frft cltarge, and part of the third charge, do adjudge the said 
1Q9ctor Pearl> to be reprimanded in /luch rnann.3r lIB the MOit 

t'NbWe Ple Comm~nder in Chief may be pleaaed to direct. 
(Signed) J. GORDON, 

J. BRVANT, 

Judge Advocate General. 

Maior-Gentral and Pruident. 

( ConflJ"lJled) HASTINGS. 

GENERAL ORDERS, 
BV THE: COMMANllER-IN-CHIEF. 

Head Quarters, Caluata, 
14th Dec. 1818. 

The Commander-in-Chief confirms the above sentence, 
from observing, on perusal of the ;proceedings, that the quality 
of the transgresaion, of which Doctor Pears was found guilty 
by the COllrt, ill only generaliy stated in the exposition of the 
charge against him, and is not explained by evidence of the 
fact which gave it its.particular character. Had it been sub
IotanUated to the Court, that Doctor Pears formally disclaimed, 
a1\er a lapse of time, an apology which he had made, ralher 
thlio have his suspension from" the Honorable COI2Ipany's 
service moved in council, (the alternative left to his optioll,) 
the Court would assuredly have regarded very differently, the 
att.cmpt to disavow a CQnif88ion of Impropriety, by which 



APPBNDIX, O. fuiii 

Doctor Pears had purchased impunity on the ()()Cuion. As 
the case standt, the CommaPder";n-Chief dOOQJ8 a reprimand 
altogether inapplicable, lUI an amount of punishment, to the 
oKanee, and will therefore not order it 1'> be pronounced. 
J)pctor Pears is to return forthwith to lUs fltf\y. 

J. NICOL, 

Adjutant General of the Army. 
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AT AN EUROPEAN GENERAL COURT-MI\RTIAL, 

~8SEM8LED at Bhaugulpore, on Saturday, the 4th day of 
December, 18 I 9---Major ,\Villiam Joseph Mathews, of tht' 9th 
regiment of native infantry, and commllnding the Bhal1gl11pore 
hill rangers, was arraigned on the followmg charges; viz. 

18t, That Major Mathews, commanding the hill rangers, dll), 

from on or about the commencement of the year 1818, down 
on or about to the end of June, of tht' same year, appropriate 
to himself the sum of six hundred and eleven rupees, two annas, 
(611,2) or nearly that amount,' by withholding from l~rtain 
Hindoostanee sepoys of hi~ wrps, then newly enlisted, theil' 
full pay, as authorized and drawn by him; he-, Major MathewlI, 
having, in lieu of the same, only paid to those peMlODS the 
daily sum of four pice each,* during the time of their being 
employed in acquiring, at drill, their usual exercises. 

2d, That Major Mathews, about the same periOli) and under 
the same circumstances, appropriated to himself the Bum of 
rupees, 1,'709-8, or 'hbout that amount, by withholding from 
oortain newly enlisted hill sepoys their fun authorised pay. 

3d, That Major Mathews appropriated tn hll! OWo use, 
during the period of about eighteen months, ending about 
June, 1819, the sum of sicca rupees, 1,126-6, or nearly to that 
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amount, being the authorized pay, by him drawu, for 2,5 

}jindoostanee sepoys, the pretended names of whom wert: 
jn~erted by Major Mathews in his muster rolls; no such 
tepoyl, however, at the tirue, beihg entertained, and lIuch 
name8, or a part of them, being wholly fiCtitious, and inserted 

to defraud the government. 
4th, That Major Mathews appropriated to himJelf, about 

the same period, the sum of sicca ~upee8, 4,188, or nearly to 
that amount, by inserting in his muster-rolls, and drawing for, 
the pay of about 61 hill sepoys not entertained in the corps. 

6th, That. Major Mathews, by withholding from the bugle 
men actually entertained, a portion of their full authorised 
pay, aud by entertaining one less than the proper complement, 
and the number inserted in his muster rolls and abstracts, 
appropriated to himself, during the period of ten months, 
ending about June, 1819, the sum of rupees, 240, or nearly to 

that amount, out of the sum total of pay drawn by him on 
account of the bugle men of his corps. 

6th, That Major Mathews, during tho period of eighteen 
months, ending about June, 1819, having, on different dates, 
discharged six classes, continued, notwithstanding, theiroames 
in his muster rolls, and thereby appropriated, within the period 
mentioned, for his own benefit, the sum of rupees, 619, or about 
that ,urn, drawn for by him on account of the said cla8le6. 

7th, That Major Mathew., during the period of eighteen 
months, ending June, 1819, appropriated to his own benefit 
the sum of rupees, 270, or about that iUm, by notentertai.ning, 
but drawing the pay of the following workmen al,1l.horiaed on 
his establishments; viz, 1 Lobar, J Siculgur, and J Moochee; 
fictitioua names, or the n~es of individualt who had Iillca 
those officee, who had died or boon dilfmi.saed, continuing, n&t

withatanding, to be inserted by MaJur Mathews in hi! muster 
rolls. 
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8tA. That down to the end of June, 1819, Major Mathews 
appropriated to himself the sum of rupees, 60, or about that 
SUIll, out of the pay authorized and drawn for by him, on 
account ora hazar chowdree, by retaining, monthly, a portion 
of the fixed salary, previously to his discharging the jndividual 
who lately tilled the office; and by receiving the whole salary 
for three months sub~equently to the dismissal of trat person; 
Major MatheW!l, notwithstanding, still continuing to record, as 
entertained, the discllarged chowdree. 

9th, That, during the period of about eighteen months, ending 
about June, IS] 9, Major Mathews, under similar circumstances, 
and in the same way, appropriated the sum of rupees, 26. out 
of the authorized pay, drawn for by him on accountofa bazar 

mutsuddy. 
JOth, That Major Mathews appropriated to himself the sun 

of rupees, U7, or nearly that amount, being the amount of 
salary for about thirteen months, ending about June 1819, 

drawn for by him, on account of three Jhunda WalIas, autho
rized for his bazar eltablishment, no individuals in8en"ld as 
such by Major Mathews, in his muster rolls, having been 

al'tualJ:r entertained, or having recpived the fixed allowance. 
lith, That, during the period of about eighteen months, 

ending about June, 1819, Major Mathews has occasioned, for 
his own fraudulent purposes, a loss to government of rupees, 
459, (being the amount over-drawn by the surgeon of the 
corps, on account of his monthly allowance of 6 as. per man,) 
by certifying on the dif£rent monthly bills of that person, the 
complement of sepoys and others attached to the corps. all 

actually entertained and present, greater than it really was, 
f) 

at the different times for which those bills were prepared. 
121'\, That Major Mathews appropriated to himself rupees 

619--19--1, or about tha~ sum, out of t.~e total of additional 
half batta, due to, and by hin'? drawn, for deta(!hments of his 
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corps employed in elCorting treasure, during the month" of 
April, May, 8.Ild Junc, 1819. 

13th, That Major MatblJWS withheld, totally, the pay for 
June, 1819, from the sircars orhis establi.hment. 

Upon which charges the court came to the following d«ision : 

FINDING AND SENTENCE.--The court having fully cun
sidered the evidence adduced before them, are of opinion : 

With respect to the fourth charge: that Major Mathews 
is guilty of retaining on the muster rollll, during several 
months, the names of men who had not been entertained, or 
who had deserted, or died; but from the confused manner in 
which the muster rolls are drawn up, the court !'annot find the 
precise number of names, and sums embezzled. 

With respect to the fifth charge: that Major MatheW8 is 
not guilty of entertaining one less than the proper complement 
of bugler.; but guilt,V of the rest of the charge. 

"Vith respect to the .ixth charge: that Major Mathew._ 
is guilty of continuing on the muster rolls, fictitious namel 
of 6 classes, and of appropriating to his own use, the pay 

drawn for them, being about 61'9 rupees. 
With respect to the seventh charge: that Major Mathews 

is not guilty. 
With~ respect to the eighth and ninth: charges: that 

Major Mathews is guilty of retaining part of the hazar chow
dree's and mutsuddy's pay, up to the date of their discharge. 

With respect to the tenth charge: that Major Mathews 
is guilty. 

With respect to the eleventh charge: that Major Ma
thews is guilty of occasioning a loss to government, to the 
extent found on the third !ltd fourth charges. 

With respect to the twelfth and thirteenth charges, that 
Major Mathews ill guilty. 

The court do therefore adjuc?ge Major Mathews to be 
sllsmiSllCd the serv ice. 
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REVIIIED SENTENCE. 

THB Court having, in obedience to the orders of the' 
Moet Noble the Commander-io-Cbief, re-considered their 
proceedings, adhere to their finding on all the chargetl; 
and, with reapect to the eighth charge, having found Major 
Mathews guilty of retaining a part of the bazar chowdree'!! 
pay, they acquit him of the latter part of the chargt'. 

The Court now adjudge \Major Mathews to be cashiered, 
though they cannot divest them~elves of an opinion, that their 
present adjudication essentially coincides in aU respects with 
their former one. 

Approved, (Signed) HASTINGS. 

The Commander-in-Chief remits the penalty of being 
cashiered; but his Lordship RIust hold it unfit that MaJor 
Mathews should remain in the active line of the army, and 
the expediency of removin,\, that officer to the pension list 
will be submitted to the consideration of counsel. 

As it appears that Serjeant-major Morley wilfuJ1y ctW)ived 
at, if he did not actively encourage, the irregularities, the 
Commander-in-Chief is pleased to order his being displaced 
from his situation in the hill rangers. 

Major Mathews is released from arrest. 
The General Court Martial, of which Colonel Pine is pre

sident, is dissolved. 
J. NICOL, 

Adjt. Gen. of the Army. 



APPENDIX, E. 

I.ETTER 

Prom tlte HOMrahie tke Cmirt 0/ l'Jirectors to tile G01~rn()r 

General in Council, at tM Presidency if Fort Willialn, in 
Btngal, dated London, 9th Nov. 1814. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 
WE have already forwarded to you a copy of our letter, in 
this department, to thp Presidency of Fort St. deorge, of 
the ~9th April last, in regard to a modification of the system. 
established within our possessions on that side of India, for 
the administration of justice, and the maintenance of the police. 
The t'lxisting systems of judicature and police under your pre
sidency, being founded on the same principlps. and regulated 
by the same rules, as those in force within the territories of 
Fort St. George, we feel ourselves, on the present occasion, 
relieved from the necessity of entering so much at length on 
tnany of the leading points connected with the SUbject of this 
address, umight otherwise have been requisite. 

CIVIL JUSTICE. 
The great objects which L~rd Cornwallis had in view, in 

forming the Judicial Code of Bengal, consisted, not omy in the 
<iesire of providing for an upright dittfribution of justice, but 
alllO in that of lJecUl'ing a promptitude and facility in the means 
of obtaining it, in a country where~ as it has been truly stated 
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by Lord Tcignmouth, c'short injuetice is proverbially said id 
be preferable to protracted justice." 

Upon a reference to the state of arrears befbre tlie different 
judicial tribunals, on the 1st of January, 1807, it appears that 
the number of depending suits, as exhibited in thE' report of the 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, was 121,463, although the atten
tionofthe government seems to have bf'en particularly directed, 
for several years antecedt:ntly, with a view to effectuate a 
more speedy adjustment of civil causes; and that, on the lst 
January, ]813, to which your "'test retutns received by US 

extend; notwithstanding all the additional expedients. which 
you had, in the mean time, resorted to, for lessening their amount, 
the state of arrears, at that time, compared with that 01\ the 
tat January, 180'1, shows an increase of no less than 20,963, 
and this, though every exertion of which they were capable 
appears to have been made, by those to whom the administra
tion of justice is confided. 

We should, however, form but a very confined and imper
fect idea of the insufficiency of the existing provisions (or 
administering justice, within the extensive and popular range 
o( territory under your government, and of the public incon
venience thence resulting, were we to look no further than to 
the actual number of depending suits in the courts, and to the 
length of time the parties, who have instituted them, must 
have to wait for a decision. We are persuaded, that those 
whose names stand on the files of the courts, and whose causes 
repin to be heard an:l decided, form but a very small number, 
compared with the individuals who, in every year, !taw in 
need of judicial protection, but who are *,ither unable, or , 
deterred from seeking it. 

We would here particularly refer to those injuries to whieh 
the ryots are exposed, which come under the head of COM- • 

plaints for exceSs of collcct~on, or undue exactions made by 
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the lemindars Mlfl their undet-tenant~, and to the dispUU18 

re~p<'ctillg the right to land, boundariel! of land, crops, and 

witter-courses. 
TIle repeated failure of the zeminda1'l! in ~tillfying the 

demand!! of government, and the extensive sales Of their estate!! 

which took place in consequence, induced the govE'l'nment to 
pll8sa Regnlntion, in 1799, allowing the zentinda1'8, in an ca~ " 

of aIll'ged al'rcarfl due to them, to proceed immediately to the 

Ilistraint of the defaulter's pro~rty, leaving the latter, if he 

felt himself agrieved by the act of the lemindar, qfterward610 
!leek foPljudicial redress. The power thus vested in the zemin

dars, for enforcing their claims on the ryou, had the effect of 
relif'ving them from th08e impediments to the realization of 
their collections, to which they were before subject, under the 

(ormal mode of procesR, by which they ('ould alone recover 

their dues; but it left the cultivator!! at large very much at 

theIr mercy. This subject was particularly brought under 
your notice, by Sir Henry Strllchey, the judge and magistrate 

of Midnapor(', and by Mr. Ernst, the collector of the same 
zillah, 80 long ago all the year 1802. Sir Henry Stratlhey 
UbS(,TV<'S, thnt the dl'ect of the Regulation of I7q!), had been, 

" tv ('nable the zemindars, by means of attachments and sales, 

to realize their rents; but that the frequency of these attach

mellts and sales in the mofussil, would alone serve to prove 

dlllt the revenues were not collected, without extreme misery 

tn the ryots; and that a. consideration of the expense and 
llelay of prOllccution, satisfied him, that tlfe deW8.11ny adawlut 
did not afford the I'Iufferers effectual redress against the abuse 

of the powers entrusted to thejernindars, by the 7th Regula

tion of 1199." 

By Mr. Ernst, it is stated, that it "[lIlre hard enough upon 

the ryot, to be pot to the trouble and expense of instituting Jl . . 
smt to try a demand, very likely to be vexatious and unjust-

I F 
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that this trouble and expense were !lldficient to.deter most ryots 
from having reC011r~e to such a remedy; and ti'ot the trouble. 
the delay, aud the enormous expense of carrying on suits in 
the adawlllt were such, that the people who gained a mere 
subsistence from their labour, which was the cas':lof nine~tenth8 
of the ryllts, were absolutely precluded from resorting to it." 

Thejudge and magistrate of Dinagepore (Mr. Leycester), 
in his rt'port of thl' 24th July, 1810, urged the expediency of 
.. modi(ying the legal power!! of distraint eXHcised by the 
zemindar, on the ground thm: the ryot, when reduced to 
poverty hy its exerci!le, could not spare his time in tht\ pursuit 
of justice;" and stated, "that a general system ofrack~renting, 
hard-heartedness, and exaction, through farmers, under
mrmen, kutkunadar~, and th('l whole host of zemindary omlah, 
obtained in that dl~trict." And he adds, "Even this rack-Itnt
ing is unfairly mana ~{'d. We have no regular leases €'xecuted 
betwE'en the zemindar and his tenants; we do not find a 
mutual con"ent and unrestrained neg~iation in their bargains : 
nothing like it. But instead of it, we hear of nothing but 
arbitrary demands, enforced by stocks, dureliS of all sorll!, and 
battery of their persons." 

We have also befol"e us the declaration of Mr. Colehrookt', 
in his minute, recordt'd on your proceedings of Council of the 
30th Jun€'. 1808, that "it was known to every judicial officer 
in Bengal, that the provisions for preventing lmdue exa-Ctions 
from dependent talookdars, have proved totally nugatory, 
though the courts of' justice are open to them forredreSll." 

We are informed by Mr. Blunt, the superintendant nfpolice 
in the lower provinces, in his rey>rt, dated the 15th June, 1811, 

that, in order to ascertain, in the provincial division of Moor
shedabad, what description of complftinb; was mOllt prevalent, 
he had exposed in his cutcherry-tent, a box for the purpose of 
receiving petitions,-a p:actice which "e find to haTe been 
et.joined by the orders of 1772,-and that of some hundreds 



APPENDIX, E. lxx-xiii 

which were thus prepared at Rungpore, by far tne !Jreatest 

proportion related to matters 0/ ren(, antI tmdtle ea:actions on. 

the pari tlt}lI: zemindars. He was induced, from the number 

of petitions presented to him, to enquire int" the state of the 
business pentling brfore the native commissioners Ilnd mUTIsitfs 

appointed for the trial of civil suits, which, as he declares, he 
found" so h!'avily in arrear, or in such a state of irregularity, 

all almost entirely to defeat the objects of the appointment of 
tllOll8 officers." He adds, "a ryot can entertain little hope of 

redress against the oppressionlt.of a zemindar, or temporary 

• fartner, jl)kere there are 11/.6 number 0/ two thousand cil,il flUUS 

pending for trial before tke m~nltijf, to whom his plaint is to be 
prtlferred; and which," Mr. Blunt was informed by one mlJnHilt 
" was the number depending before him for trial; and thM ten 

CQU!1lea were the average number of his montbly decisions."* 
He goes on to observe, that "the ryot, therefore, seeing no 

prospect of redress, by the institution of a suit before the 
munsitf, and not possessiQg the means of defraying the expense 

of a suit }fufore the judge, where also an equal delay often 

attends the hearing and decision of such suits, has recourse to 
the crimina I depal tment; and, by means of a fro lse and misre
present<>d charge, robbery or breach of the peace, to the truth 

of which he makes oath, and becomes gradually insensible to 

the crime of perjury, hoping to deceive the court, and, if not 

to obtain restoration of his property, at least to have the gra

tification, in his turn, of molesting his oppressor: atd, failing in 
these objects, disposs('ssc« of his lands, or of tie means of their 

cultivation, he is finally driven to acts of theft or of robbery for 

his support." The superintendant then adverts to the neoes
lIity of having recourse to some ·mvre simple and expeditioul 

method of settling wits respecting uudue exaction.\!; in the 

• Seventeen years bt'fore a cau,e wouB be hearo, I\ccording to 
this calcuilltion. 

I F 2 


