
COMMERCIAL. 

As security for property, and unrestl'ained freedom 
of industry, are admitted to be essentially necessary 
to commerce, it follows that, as the system of our 
commercial intercourse with India assimilates, or dif­
fers from the above admission, it must be ackr.ow­
ledged good, or pronounced defective. To determine 
which of these results is the fact with respect to our 
Indian trade, it will be expedient to examine the 
principles by which it is regulated, and their effects. 
As we are not sufficiently versed in political eco­
nomy to guide us through the labyrinth of exchange, 
labour, 2.nd all the arcana of this complex question, 
we shall avoid the discussion of a subject which can 
alone be set at rest by public opinion, and remain 
satisfied with d'tawing the observation of those in­
terested in the question to a topic, above all others 
indissolubly interwoven with the general weal. We 
shall therefore, in this plac~ merely advert to the 
most obvious principles of this mtrIcate, and im­
portarrt matter. Weare informed by those ac­
quainted with that science, that so long as the fe-
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veaue8 of a. state only, are a.pplied to the production, 
it is evident it can never exceed a certain amount; 
btU that when the resources of another atate are 
hrought into action, the product must increase in a 
proportion equal to the increased means. Again ; 
if the ilIldustry of a nation is equal to its capital, the 
deterioration of the former will diminish the latter. 
It therefore follows, so long as capital increases, in­
dustry cannot deteriorate. Weare further told that 
commercial countries derive ben€fit only from their 
imports, and that exclusive bodies, although sup­
ported by privileges and monopolies, are the worst 
media through which a nation can carryon it ... 
foreign commerce. It must never be forgotten that 
when such bodies come to lose in part, or wholly, 
their commercial character, and assume that of sove­
reign, they not only become a still more unfit me­
<lium, but obtain a power inimical to the best interests 
of the state to which they belong. and ruinous to 
that over which they preside. For it is not to be 
expected they will abstain from using their execu­
tive influellce, in a manner subservient to their com­
mercial objects. The love of gain is not only the 
motive fur trade, but the life and soul-of commercial 
eBterprize, and where authority can be brought to 
aid it, we must not depend upon the precarious vir­
tue of a trading corporation, that no injuries are 
comnHtted, nor unjustifiable measures adopted. to 
secUl'e the greatest advantage derivable from a pos­
ses6lon held under an un(ertain tenure. Indeed, the 
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history of all such bodies is fraught with matter ~ly 
sufficient to prevent us from dwelling with any thing 
like hope upon the expectation of finding a noble 
disinterestedness in the character of exclusive corpo~ 
r~tions. Hence it follows as a matter of course; that 
a free trade would prove beneficial to both England 
and India. Is not then the supineness of the British 
nation relative to Indian affairs, a surprising and 
melancholy instance of the entire absence of fore­
sight, where we would be induced to look for the 
keenest discernment, roused into active being, for 
the purpose of applying a remedy for the starving 
condition of our manufacturing population, the en­
creasing embarrassment of our domestic commerce, 
and the general1y prevailing distress obvious through­
out the land? Indian commerce, if placed upon an 
equality with that of our other possessions, would 
prove valuable to England in a greater degree than 
all her colonies. Vast as is the importance of the 
subject, it appears to be treated with an indiffer­
ence apparently the result of a questionable policy, 
at variance with the true interests of the British 
empIre. 

If the paralyzing duties laid upon the produce of 
the East Indies be necessary for the welfare of the 
merchants concerned in the West lnilian trade, and 
the interests of those collaterally connected with it, 
it would appear to be a fair question, whether it 
would be more beneficial to the country at large to 
appropriate the million and a half which our colollles 
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em the nation, to those who would suffer by throw­
ing <tpe!l our East In.dia trade, and reducing the du­
ties to a level with those of our other colonies, or 
allow it to remain as at present 1 

As the time is fast approaching, when this con­
SIderation will force itself upon the public attenti~n, 
we earnestly hope the community at large will be 
prepared to argue upon the broad principles of com­
mon equity, a matter with which the best interests 
and dearest rights of the nation are inextricably 
blended. 

We are told, by a recent writer of considerable 
experience and talent, that " It yet remains a pro­
blem, whether the possession of India should be 
considered as a source of treasure or weakness to the 
mother country." We must, therefore, understand, 
(and yet it appears incomprehensible,) that the im­
mense importation ann considerable exportation by 
which a great demand for labour i~ occasioned, is of 
no advantage, but a mere speculative question - an 
ideal good - a theory not to be solved by the expe­
rience of more than half a century. It is high time 
that the legislature should inform itself well upon 
matters of such deep importance, and prepare to de­
cide upon the course best calculated to produce the 
greatest benefit that England can derive from her 
connexion with India, and in return, to secure to our 
Indian subjects the utmost benefit they can reap 
from their cOlln€xion with Great Britain. That 
such an opinion as that just alluded to should exist 
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in this enlightened age. iii! a lamentable illUlttlltion 
0{ the existence of an ignorance which it is difficult 
to imagine. Our author, in continuatioB, observer., 
" The possession of British India has qontributed 
lWliD.ly to augment the resources of England, and to 
give it weight and inHuence amongst the nations of 
Europe." If this remark be true, and apparently it 
is correct, it would naturally lead to the considera-. 
tion of a very serious question -'Whether England, 
in the present changed condition of thing:;, could 
maintain her exalted positIOn amongst the nations 
of the world if stripped of her Indian possessions? 
If it be granted that India. is of such material im­
portance, it is self-evident that her importance prin­
cipally rests upon the benefits to be derived from 
commercial intercourse wIth her; and if she be the 
ventricle which supplIes our country with the bluud 
of life, we are bound, as we value our existence, to 

act upon the necesslty of &elf-preservation, minutely 
to examine every part of our commercial policY$ and 
make such changes as will render our trade benefi­
cial in the hIghest degree it is capable of proving to 
both countnes. 

If the charge of un1itness brought against the 
Company, as an organ through which our traffic to 
the East is to be carried on, by the author of " Colo­
nial Policy" be true, It IS manifest the continuation of 
its exclusive privileges must prove highly injurious 
to the rights of the community, and consequently at 
variance with the true interests of the nation. If 8 
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free trade would increase the imports of England 
and India, and if the gain of a nation depends upon 
its imports, 9.S all political writers tell us, they must 
mutually suffer from restricti'ons which necessarily 
become impolitic, and should be removed. Expe­
rien'ce has proved the genius of monopolies to tend 
to the contraction and perversion of the laws of na· 
ture. They confine the copious and bountiful stream 
4'ntended by Providence for the general good of man­
kind, within the narrow limits prescribed by the 
selfish and aggrandizing spirit of corporations, 
through the medium of an apathetic legislature. 
If, upon the expiration of the present charter, the 
blessings of a free trade be given to India, she will, 
in some measure, be compensated for all the wrongs 
and injuries she has endured. The British nation, 
too, will largely participate in the good effects con­
sequent on the throwing open of our Eastern com­
merce. Competition will be attended by a fall in 
price, which will naturally lead to inr:reased con­
sumption, and thereby enable us to revise and de­
crease our excise and custom duties without sus­
taining loss of revenue. The comforts and conve­
niences of life will then spread widely amongst an 
improved and grateful people. • 

. OUf possessions in the East Indies, although not 
really colonial, should, with respect to foreign na­
tions, be considered as strictly so, and all commu­
nication with them be conducted upon similar prin­
ciples. We should then become the carriers of 
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Europe for India, by which our customs and marine 
establishment would be infinitely increased. All 
national restriction& should be done away, and inter· 
national ones imposed; - this would render England 
in a great measure independent of the commerce of 
Europe, the nations of which would be compelled to 
purchase from her, and she would naturally become 
the medium through which the commerce of the 
continental nations passed to the East, and vice. 
versa. Her fleets and merchants would thus spread 
over the world; and, as she is the acknowledged 
mistress of the ocean, so she would become the em­
porium of all civilized nations: the palpable advan­
tage of which is fully illustrated by the flourislung 
condition of our trade with the East Indies during 
the war, and its present deteriorated state. All our 
possessions should trade freely with each other and 
the mother country, receiving, through her, the pro­
duce of foreign states for internal consumption. 

Few things can exceed in magnitude or import­
ance the manner in which the national commerce is 
regulated; for upon it the power and character of 
the nation depends. As it affects Great Britain and 
its dependencies, there cannot be a more interesting 
or a more serious question. From the time of Lord 
Bacon down to the present day, we havE' been told 
that monopolies and exclusive companies, although 
necessary to· trade carried all with barbarous na­
tions, are pernicious, in the highest degree, to the 
true interests of commercial intercourse. Nothing 
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can be more wantonly extravagant, nor more cruelly 
unjust, than commercial restrictions and heavy du­
ties. They impoverish and stunt the natural ener­
gies and enterprise of the nation in their very source. 
'They undermine alike the industry and morals of 
the people; and whilst they impede the progr,fss of 
the public in the acquisition of comfort, distinction 
and wealth, they foster and forward the natural ten­
'(lencies inherent in us to every species of crime that 
can degrade and pollute the mind. Let the restric­
tl,)11S upon our commerce be removed, our excise 
laws revised, and the duties on trade be diminished: 
our revenues will then be secured; smuggling and 
illicit trade, with their attendant enormities, will be 
banished from the land. Nothing can be more per­
nicious than the manner in which our trade with India 
is carried on; the system is alike injurious and in­
tolerable, and at once shamefully and gratuitously 
lavish of the rights of the public. If that which 
contributes most to the improvement of the human 
mind, and thence to the condition of society, be un­
questionably that which calls for the most thorough 
investigation, and as commerce has been traced and 
proved to be the great source from which intellect 
and wealth, the foundation of all national glory, flow, 
it is obviously that to which we should look with the 
greatest anxiety and most s<;rupulous solicitude. 



9.6 

MILITARY. 

"IT is not difficult to discover, that the present 
exalted situation of our Indian possessions has much 
less to hope than to fear from the chance of arms; 
that in the prosecution of remote wars, the under­
taking gradually becomes more difficult, the eV€nt 
more doubtful, the possession more precarious and 
less beneficial. The present character of our arms 
will add weight to the dignity of moderation, and we 
may preserve peace by a constant state of prepara­
tion for war." 'Vhilst we regulate our conduct by 
the principle of justice, we must shew to the na­
tions upon our confines, that we are as little dis­
posed to endure as to offer an inJUry. Under the 
influence of this principle we should look to the pre­
sent condition of our army. 

In contemplating the military branch of the pre­
!rent system, we should never forget that the British 
dominions in India. have been achieved by our na­
tive army in conjunction with a very small European 
force, and that our sovereignty must be upheld by 
that army; it consequently follows, that the honour, 
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comfort, and independence of the officers and men 
of which it is composed, are the principal, if not the 
sole means, by which its fidelity and devotion can 
be preserved; and that thcsp. essentials, once taint­
ed, the transition to discontent and indifference, and 
a conviction of having suffered wrong and of hav­
ing been treated with ingratitude, is a natural and 
not improbable result. That such a disposition, or 
even a tendency to it, would be quickly discerned 
and taken advantage of by the native powers, re­
quires no illustration; but allowing, for the sake of 
argument, that it remained unheeded, the condition 
contains seeds within itself that must come, in the 
course of time, to a crisis, which could neither be 
averted by cajoling, nor removed by force. It mat­
ters little whether the officers or men, or both, are 
imbued with feelings that cannot but produce the 
most disastrolls consequences, allowing even that 
they may not be attended by the immediate and 
utter annihilation of our dominion. Let us, there­
fore, a moment pause and dwell upon the former 
condition, a'nd present state of our Indian army; 
and, as we examine the changes which have neC'es­
sarily taken place, endeavour to trace their effects . 

• 
Such a course of proceeding is indispensable, if we 
are anxious to correct defects. 

History informs us, that at the commencement of 
our career, when our superiority, being new, Qperated 
most powerfully, its influence was without limit, and 
without opposition. That the seat of war in these 

11 
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early times was at tile very doors of our soldiery, 
who were led byemlnE'nt commanders whom they 
idolized, and officered by distinguished men who were 
known, and beloved; that both were associated wIth 
their interests, and glory, and par6cipated alike in 
their dangers, fatigues, and privations. In tirues of 
peace their allowances were such as to ,;,nable them 
to lay by an independence, and III times of war 
ample for procuring every necessary and many com­
forts. Such was the condition of the men, and that 
of their officers was by no means less enviable. 
Present allowances ample, wealth and honors 
awaiting them, and an early return to their country 
with a wreath on their brow, and a fortune adequate 
to afford every rational enjoyment, was an object 
which cheered every man to exertIOn, and was not 
beyond the grasp of any who devoted their talents to 
'their attainment. Let us now view the present con-
dition of the army, and we thall see every thing re­
versed. Extended dominion naturally removes the 

\ s01diery further from home, fewer wars decrease the 
chance of advancement to rank, or independence, 
and increase m the OppOSIte ratio the fatigue, and 
hardships of the field. The long contmuance, too, of 
peace, at half batta stations, * deprives the soldier of 
the means of providing for the extra expense and 

• There IS not at present a smgle full batta. station for our native 
soldiers on the Bengal establishment, fInd half batta ones are now 
established for our European officers, which ha~ occasioned a feverish 
excitement throughout the army. 
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losses inseparable from a constant preparation for 
service, in which condition he must be; neither can 
it be concealed that Government was more scrupu­
lously attentive to its native army in former times 
than it is at present. Troops going upon foreign 
service used to be provided, not with necessaries only, 
but with luxuries. At present no such attention is 
paid to their convenience or their wants.· In proof 
of this, let us look to some of the last volunteering 
detachments, and see how our troops were used at 
Ceylon under General *UH, who made our Hindoos 
go to church, and tried to make them feed on salt 
provisIOns from our ships! Let us again look to our 
army that ~.ent" to Java, and consider the terms 
upon which they went abroad, and the treatment 
tljey received, and we shall be constrained to ac­
knowledge they werc not well used. They went1 
abroad under a promise, either given or implied, that 
their officers should not he removed from their corps; \ 
that they should, when the service was over, be im­
mediately brought back. How was this pledge, that 
should have heen considered sacred, and preserved 
inviolate, redeemed? Their officers were removed 
(, ccording to contingencies, and they were not re­
lieved, when they might have been, nor so soon as 
they had reason to expect; the result of which was, 
they conceived their old officerfo; to have been re-

• The conduct of the Madras Government, under the late Sir T. 
Munro, to the Madras troops in Ava, forms a happy contrast to that 
,.,f the sIster presidency. 

H2 
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moved for the purpose ()f c1earmg the way to their 
being kept upon the lsland altogethel. This im­
pression led naturally enough to the contrivan~e of 
means to effect their deliverance from what they 
considered banishment, which they viewed with 
feelings aggravated by their love of hor:1e, and reli­
gious prejudice. The most obvious road to the at­
tainment of the inestimable object in view, in com­
parison with which life was below consideration, was 
joining the standard of the deposed Rajah, under a 
positive stipulation, that when they had restored him 
to his lost dominions, he should restore them to their 
native land. In such a compact the most micro­
scopic eye cannot detect the slightest tendency to a 
spirit of turbulence or rebellion, and every act to 
which their fcelingb impelled them must in fairne~t. 
be attributed rather to the temerity, and bad faith of 
Government, than to a violent and insubordinate di&­
position among'st themselves. Their intention was, 
however, happily discovered; tll(' ringleaders were 
seized, tried for mutiny, condemned, and some of 
them executed The next instance we .. hall notice 
shall be more recent, that it may come home 
to the feeling~ more than circumstances long past, 
perhaps scarcely known, or long since forgotten, can 
possibly do. Our Burman war, it is well known to 
every person, howevel ~light1y acquainted with 
Indian affairs, has been carried on under the severest 
trials and privations to which a soldier can be ex­
posed. Some native troops stationed at Barrack-
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pore were ordered to march to the theatre of war; a 
demand was made for the necessary aid, and not 
acquiesced with; obedience was peremptorily in­
sisted upon; the troops remained sullen, and the 
dreadful catastrophe that followed is unhappily too 
g<E,nerally known. They had no old officers with 
them, their colonel but just arrived from Europe, 
and previous to his joining them had long been em­
ployed upon the staff~ and was of course a stranger. 
The other < officer,s of the 47th were generally un­
known to the men, in consequence of the lllany 
changeE. and removals attending the formation of the 
several battalions composing the army into regiments. 
At such a moment, and under Ruch circumstances, 
',vould not the peculiarity of the exigency have war­
ranted, if it did not imperatively demand, a minute 
and impartial investigation of a matter pregnant with 
present and future consequenceR of the last import­
ance to our Eastern possessions? Were effectual 
means taken? If so, why' not have publil>hcd them, 
if they served to fix the brand of ingratitude and 
mutiny upon a refractory and licentious soldiery, 
that measures of such uncommon rigour might go 
forth into the world accompanied by some show of 
jastice, and supported by some appearance of ne­
cessity? No such proceedings were ever published; 
nay, the Gazette of the followin~ week announced to 
the world and the deeply injured <Irmy, the conces­
sion of what their slaughtered comrades had re­
quired. Is it possible to conceive an act of sllch 
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inconsistent imbeciHty? If the regiment had re~ 

quired that which was improper, it should never have 
been conceded; on the other hand, if it demanded a 
right or a requisite, it should have been freely ae~ 
quiesced in, and the unwise proceeding would never 
have taken place, which at present sullies the repu­
tation of an army, to whose valor and devotion we 
owe the conquest of our splendid empire, and whose 
deeds and fame must go down to posterity com­
mingled with the glory of our country, so long as its 
remembrance shall endure. 

The recollection of such fatal precipitation must 
continue to operate as an antidote against that affec­
tion and loyalty whirh is the very corner-stone upon 
which the mighty fabric we have raised in the East 
must be upborne. That the Indian army is entitled 
to the gratitude of our country cannot be demed, 
when we contemplate the deeds it has larg·ely con­
tributed to achieve, in perpetuation of the triumpn 
of the genius of England in that distant land, the 
conque<;t of which bade defiance to the proud am­
bition of the Assyrian, the Greek, and the Roman. 
It therefore behoves us to recollect that an army, 
whose character has recently been exposed to ob­
loquy, may at some and possibly at no distant day, 
be called upon to defend our sway again&t the gi­
gantic efforts of the Czar of Rus~ia. The policy of 
Peter the Great, and Catharine the Second, still 
continues to mfluence the councils of Saint Peters­
burgh, and England may yet be compelled to meet 
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her ill hostile array on the plains of Persia, or the 
sf¥M'es of the Caspian. 'rhat this ill-timed conces~ 
sion was viewed Ly the army at large rather as a 
right forcibly wrung from unfeeling masters, than as 
a generous boon freely given by <'1 liberal Govern­
ment, careful of the welfare, and anxiously soli~itous 
as to the comfort of its servants, cannot be doubted. 
Such acts are these are quite enough to force a con­
viction upon the most sceptical mind, of the neces­
sity of some radical change in the system by which 
the army is regulated and conducted. Let us see 
how the European part of it fare. For the perfect 
comprehension of its actual condition, it will be in­
dispensable that we advert to its former situation, 
with reference to that of His Majesty·s army serving 
in India. In former times the number of European 
officers in the army was comparatively few; and 
although their promotion was slow, they enjoyed the 
substantial equivalent of handsome allowances from 
the time they entered the service, neither waf! there 
any obstacle to their attaining the highest rank to 
which it was possible to arrive in the Company's 
service. At present the officers are trebled, their 
pay, allowances, and the advantages of staff situa­
tions reduced to a mere sufficiency for their neces­
sities, - an insurmountable bar to their rise in the 
service established, and every avenue leading to the 
hope of being ultimately able, should they even sur­
vive the vicissitudes of an Indian climate and the 
common accidents of life lor half a century, to Visit 
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their native land in time to drop into the grave, 
essentially remove(i far beyond the reach of the most 
ardent spirit, and sanguine expectation. 

Let us view the career of two young men pro­
ceeding at the same time to India, one an ensign in His 
Majesty's army, the other a cadet in the Honorable 
Company's service. The former of these can obtain 
the rank of a lieutenant-colonel in eight years, and 
that, too, by various means, either in the natural 
course of promotion, by purchase, family interest, or 
by brevet, which la~t includes three several roads to 
that rank, and two out of three even reach the rank 
of full colonel. Brevet is given for achievements in 
the field, so that it is not only possible, but Sf)me­
times occurs, that these young men commence their 
first campaign together. In the same field, within a 
few hundred yards of each other, they are both fa­
vored by fortune, and perform deeds which attract 
the notice of their commander-in-chief. One is re­
warded by promotion to a lieutenancy, the other to 
a petty staff situation, such as the adjutancy of his 
regiment, when vacant, or a sub-assistant on the ge­
neral staff. They again meet in the field under the 
partial influence of fortune, and are again distin­
guished above 'their associates in arms. Prom(\tion 
to a company rewards the lieutenant; th~ ensign 
stands fast; he cannot be placed over the heads of 
th~ above him in the departmE'nt; barren praise is 
hiS 'obvious and sole reward; he is however yet young, 
with a buoyant spirit, and a vigorous const~tution, 
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which is sufficient to support the lofty aspirations of 
a noble Minn. He again enters the lists, borne on the 
wings of hope, and im pelled by emulation, and again 
meets his early but more fortunate companion in arms, 
and is again with him advanced in fame. A brevet 
majority and companionship of the Bath is the me­
rited reward of His Majesty's officer, whilst his no 
less meritorious comrade con.tinues stationary, or is 
possibly advanced in the regular course of promotion 
to a lieutenancy. The advance of the former is ac­
celerated by the claims he derives from the honors 
he has achieved, and his nomination to a deputy 
adjutant-generalship, or of a deputy quarter-master­
general, gives him the anxiously songht rank of lieu­
tenant-colonel. He may then get the command of a 
regiment at home, and enjoy, in the spring and prime 
of lite, independence in his native land, amidst his 
kindred aHd his friends, and look forward to reaching, 
in the summer of his days, the elevated and enviable 
rank of a general officer, by which period his early 
friend has reached, after a distinguished and honor­
able service of thirty years, the rank of a lieutenant­
colonel: about which period another fortunate officer 
ia His Majesty's army, who has served eight years, 
arrives upon the same day at the rank to which the 
Ccmpany's veteran soldier has just risen. What is 
the result that may now occur, and what is the result 
that must inevitably take place? The former is His 
Majesty's officer, and may, either by interest or a 
glorious chance, be promoted to be an aide-de-camp 



1O() 

to His Majesty, which gives him th~ permanent rank 
of colonel at once. What is now the second int.'vi­
table occurrence? Why, both ofrlcers being- pro 
moted to lieutenant-colonels' commissions on the 
same day. His Majesty's officer must take the prece­
dence of the Company's whenever a brevet may be 
issued by the Crown, notwithstanding the latter ar­
rived at his lieutenant-colonelcy in thirty, and tIlt: 
former in eight years. Here even this paralyzing su­
percession does not cease, but with a steady and un­
deviating step pursues its victim till the 8cene j:" 

closed by a shattered constitution, superannuation, 
and a broken spirit, in which condition he is driven 
from an ungrateful service in a foreign land, to IllS 

native country, where, when he arrives, he will be 
an isolated being, without rank, and without fortUlw, 
full of years, and weighed down by misery. Let us 
see fur a moment the situation of His Majesty':­
soldier, who retires from the active duties of his pro­
fession, for the purpose of enjoying in tranquillity 
the remaining yea~s of his life. His name, although 
he may be out of the army, continues in the list, and 
he retains by courtesy the rank he o'utained in the 
service, and is received accordingly at the court of 
his own sover~ign, as also at every court in Europe. 
But as if this long string of irreparable grievances wm· 
insufficient for the Company's "officer, he IS, whilst he 
continues in the performance of the duties of his pro­
fession, exposed to every degradation that superces­
sion and a naturally partial commander can hE:ap 



107 

upon him. In illustration of which, let us refer to 
the two most recent occasions-the Burmese war, 
and the siege of Bhurtpore,-and it will be found that 
the complaint herein made rests upon a foundation 
that is not to be shaken. An assertion may be refuted, 
but a fact is irrefragable. Who were the command­
ants of the divisions under Colonel Sir A. Campbell ? 
They were generally officers of His Majesty's army. 
If this be termed an unjust and a cruel partiality, 
and it be asked why such undue favor was shewn to 
the officers of one service in prejudice to the rights 
of those of the other, it may be replied that there was 
no officer of rank in the Indian army present in the 
country, to whose talents, experience, energy, phy­
SICal capacity, and character, such an important trust 
and arduous undertaking could have been confided, 
with any reasonable expectation, that the result 
would prove triumphant. Such a preposterous and 
unjustifiable reason could not be brought forward, as 
General Sir John Doveton, of the Madras army. was 
upon the spot; and the qualities of this distinguished 
officer of known talents, energy, experience, physical 
capacity, and knowledge of the character of the ele­
ments of which the army was composed, pointed him 
out as an individual eminently conspicuous and qua­
lified to lead our arms to conquest in a foreign land. 
But, alas! he was u6£t, and rendered so by the com­
mission which he bore; he was J Company's officer,' 
and that alone was sufficient. It therefore followed 
as a 'matter of course that as the chief was, so must 
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his aids be of the royal army. With the merits or 
conduct of the war we have no business III this place; 
our object is to draw the consideration of the public 
authorities to the degraded condition of the Indian 
army. Let us now turn to Bhurtpore, and we shall 
find a system of favoritism as unworthy, unjust, and 
pernicious in its chiJIing effects upon tne hopes and 
energies of the Indian army, as that we have just left. 
Two king's major-generals were selected to command, 
under the commander-in-chief; could there have 
been a Company's general selected of sufficient talent 
to entitle him to a command? To this cruel and 
galling query we can answer in the affirmative. Ge­
neral Sir Gabriel Martindell was on the spot, and 
commanded at Cawnpore at the time that General 
Nichol was brought from Calcutta, a distance of one 
thousand miles. If this is not sufficient, let tllP 

treatment which that distinguished and celebrated 
veteran, Colonel Adams, experienced, speak the 
rel't. He was in command of the citadel, with native 
troops; precautionary means had been adopted by 
him; the peace, lives, and properties of the people. 
as well as the honor of the British arms, were secure 
under his vigilance. The distinction of such a com­
mand was deemed beyond the deserts of the colonel 
and his gallant band. His Majesty's 14th Foot, 
under Colonel M'Combe, (a jUnIor colonel too) was 
selected; they marched in, with colours flying. the 
morning after the place had been taken. The natives 
under Colonel Adams marched out; the citadel and 
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part of the city was partially plundered. Such acts 
require no cOlJ1ment; the most culpable indifference 
is seldom blind to its own interests; and as those of 
the public are inseparable from the rights and honor 
of the Indian army, it is to be expected that the na­
tural desire to preserve the one, will lead to the pro­
tection of the other. It is manifest our possessions 
were won by the valour and devotion oftlle army, and 
by it alone can our domillion he retained. Let it be 
divided, let dissensions be sown between it and His 
Majesty's army, and our empire will boon pass into 
other hands, or the numerous nations over whose 
destinies the genius of Great Britain presides, may 
be roused into action, and stimulated by the discord 
observed to reign throughout our army,-he induced 
to make a desperate struggle to regain an independ- . 
ence, the loss of which they have never ceased to 
Illourn, and for thc attainment of which they will 
never allow a faverable opportunity for making the 
attempt to pass by unheeded. The time therefore 
may arrive, and is probably not far distant, when the 
Engli~h nation (unless some remedy be soon applied 
to the existing evils) may be compelled to lament in 
the bitterness of unavailing repent~nce, its unac­
countable apathy, and infatuated indifference to the 
unwise and invidious distinctions introduced into an 
army, upon whose unanimity "lnd devotion it can 
alone repose in security. 

In calling the notice of the public to this vitally 
important question, we shall insert in this place a 
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short extract from the speech of Colonel Cathcart, 
in the debate upon Mr. Chancellor Pitt's Bill in 
1784, which every way merits the mature considera­
tion of the statesmen, who preside over the coun­
cils which regulate the government of our Indian 
possessions. That able officer justly remarks, 
"Either, Sir, motives of humanity are to induce us 
to restore to the natives of India those territories 
which from avarice or ambition we tave wrested 
from them, or motives of policy are to predominate, 
and we are to attempt by arms to preserve those dis­
tant provinces. What, Sir, upon this latter supposi­
tion, can be of more immediate consequence than the 
regulation of those armies which we must mailltam, 
to secure the fidelity of many millions of subjects, 
whose hearts, God knows, have no reason to be im­
pressed with gratitude for favours already received 
under our government? 

''< Or, what, Sir, calls more loudly for the exercise 
of our humanity, than the consideration of what com­
forts we can point out for those soldiers who have 
embarked for that distant part of the world, in what 
it was their duty to consider their king'l' and coun­
try's ca~e? ~hile we talk here of zeal for the wel­
fare of the state, they have proved theirs by the 
sweat of their brows, and with their blood." 

Our Indian army can never continue in its pre­
sent state; it must either improve or deteriorate. 
It is now destitute of officers of rank, and will very 
shortly have nothing but old officers in subaltern 
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:-.ituations in its ranks. At present even, we are 
under the necessity of bringing lieutenant-colonel 
commandants into situations that should be filled by 
w:'ljor-generals, in the possession of both mental 
and physical capacity. It is really melancholy to 
observe the systematic indifference with which the 
IIlterests of our Indian army are treated; neglect is 
fast eradicating every sentiment that should be cul­
tivated in a soldier's minJ, and every desire that 
"huuld be cherished in his heart, -- the love off arne, 
the desire of distinction, gratitude to hifol employers, 
and devotion to their service; without these he will 
dwindle luto a mere mercenary, and prove but a 
broken reed in the hour of danger. It is obvious, 
then, that the Indial1 army mllst either be reor.' 
g-anized or transferred to the crown, and which of 
these alterations is to be pursued should be ex­
aIJlined with a deliberate, patient and unprejudiced, 
judgment. 

,In arranging for the improvement of the European 
officers of our army, the situation of our native offi­
cers should not be passed over. We should l)fofit 
by the example we have before us in the French 
.lrmy previous to the revolution, in which the gentry 
of the land were debarred rising to ra;k, emolument 
and command. Th"e European portion of our In­
dian armies may be, in some l11easure, likened to 
the noblesse of the old French armiek>; and assuredly 
the day will come, unless timely provision be made, 
when the native gentry of India and the subordinate 
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native soldieis of (Jur Indian army, will avail them­
selves of an opportunity to acquire by force, rights 
in which OUf policy denies them participation. 

We shall conclude this part of our subject by re­
commending to the consideration of those whose 
duty it is to watch over our Indian interests, the 
maxim said in Montesquieu's Persian Letters to 
have existed in France in his time. " We have a 
maxim in France," replied he, "never to promote 
officers whose patience hath languisLed in subaltern 
offices; we regard thtm as persons whose under­
standings are straitened by a narrow sphere of ac­
tion, and who, accustomed to little thing~, are be­
come incapable of greater." 

N ever was there a wiser maxim, nor can there be 
a more obviou~ reason for accelerating promotion 
instead of thwarting it, as we do in our I'1dian 
army. \Ve should court its affections, and con­
ciliate Its feelings, rather than alienate the one and 
violate the other, as is done every day by superces-
8ion and neglect. 

Th,..: foregoing sheets were ready for the press 
before we happened to take up the 70th Number 
of the Quart~rly Review, in which, to our astonish­
ment, we read as follows, in pag-e 490. 

" That the Sepoy officers and soldicts were 
afraid of the Burman, there cannot be the smallest 
doubt; and, indeed, throughout the campaign they 
never could be safely trusted to lead in an attack, 
although, in defending a post, they always behaved 
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well. In the defence of Kemmendine they deserved 
great credit for their steady behaviour; but in the 
attack of the stockades on the 15th December, after 
their retreat from before Rangoon, when ordered to 
the assault, the whole battalion actually laid them­
~clves down, and the British troops marched to the 
assault over them." Again, in the same page, we 
find the following: -" Colonel Smith was ordered 
011 an expedition a few miles from Rangoon, and 
from his high opinion of the Native troops, he re­
quested that they alone might be p-mployed in the 
enterprize. Sir Archibald Campbell indulged him, 
and the consequence was, that the Burmans, seeing 
there were no white faces, fought most courageously, 
and the Sepoys, unable to stand the assault, were 
panic struck and totally defeated." In page 500 
we find stated, "We have strong grounds for be­
lievmg that the unfortunate business at Barrackpore 
was, in a great degree, owing to the superstitious 
dread of the Burmese and their charms, nay, that 
this idea was not confined to the regiments then and 
there present, but at the time pervaded the Native 
soldiery to a very extraordinary extent. Yet these 
are the troops to whom we mainl)· owe, and by 
whom we hold an empire over seventy or eighty 
millions of people." 

We fairly put it to the pl1blic. Is it probable 
that such an act of pusillanlmity a:: is above asst-rted 
as a fact, could have occurred in the face of an army 
and escape observation '! h, it probable that, being 
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known, it would heW(:; heen kept u:"ncealed? h it 
probable that a public staff-officer, in the family of 

the commander-in-chief~ his assistant in the political 

department, in detailing the'proceedings of Lhe army, 

in which an act, ca~ting indelible disgrace upon the 

service, occurred, would have been silent upon it, 

or dared to refrain from expressing the indignation 

felt by the whole of the tr<JOIJS at such dastardly and 

ignominious condllct, feeling, a" he must have felt, 
had it taken plan" that cOllecalnwnt, ill home cases, 
IS as !.{ross a derclidion of the duty of a narrator, as 

f~\lscly as~crtill~' that whieh hr knew to be untrue? 
Is it prohable that a g'en('ral \)itic('l', commanding all 

army ill which a l.'ilt"ul1lstanc(', pn'gnant \'Vith the 

lltmOl'ot dangcr, threatellillg (,\CIl the {'xist('ncc Qf th(· 
l'-tatc, would prt.:'HlllH' to k('ep government ill ~gno­

ranee or that which it dvcply cUIl('ernccllt to kllow 

aud which it was hi" paralllount duty to repurt t 
Or i~ it probable that government, upon being mad .. , 
acql\aintcd with an act which lllllst necessarily hav,­
shaken the confiuence h ltllerto placcd in an army 

whoso reputation for zeal and ('o~rage had never 

been q ucstiOllC'd. would 11a vo conni \ I.'d at its own 

ultimate annihilation, by ab~tamillg (rom visitmg 

with exemplary severity a cowardly and debased 

body which had abandoncd every claim to consi­
deratIOll, aud n'nderf'rl itself oLllm.ious to rlisgrace 
and punishment? ·With So wany concurring im­
probabilities opposed to the Quarterly Reviewer's 
(act, we shallleav{: it to iti!> fate, 
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The next incident, Colonel Smith's having re­

quested native troops aione to be sent on an expe­
dition a few mile~ from Rangoon. is given on autho­
rity that may" be relied 011," in a manner so totally 

different from the dispatches as published by go­
vernment, as to render any elaborate notice of it in 
this place worse than useless. If we are not mis­

taken, the expedition a few miles from Han:.,roon 
was at a distance that occupied a march of twelve 

hours, t:he road, for the mo:-.t part of the way, lying 
under water; that the cnemy, in Tllnubcrs, wert' 
found in a fortified position, and that Colonel Rmith's 
detachment was unfurnished with guns, ladders, or 
any necessary fen' an escalade; and that, instead of 
a fe,y miles, mid in a known spot, the cnemy was 
found at :-;0 great a distance, that the troops must 
have been exhausted by their fatiguing and dis­
tressing- march before j hey were exposed to the 
enemy's tire from bchilHl in3.cce:-.sible stockades. 
Is the disastrous result of this expedition, 0/" the suc­
cessful one of the next day, composed entirely of 

Europeans, equipped with g'uns anel ladders, a mat­
ter of astol1lshmcnt, or a fit occasion /<J!. decrying the 
failure of an expedition which it was morally im­

possible could succeed under the circumstances of 
the case '? This was, we believe, the second time 
the native troops had been detached by themselvC's, 
and without guns or ladders, to dispossess Burmese 
troops in positions strongly fortified.lI< Sending 

• See.the account of ColOlwl M' Dowell's PXTwditioll. 
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troops on a sPfvice in '" hich defeat is nearly cerf ain, 
would appear au admirable method of depriving 
them of confidence in them'!lelves, and inspiring "a 
more than superstitious drend" of the result of at­
tacks which it must have been evident could not 
succeed. We need not sar any thin~ more upon 
Colonel SmIth's affair. Let the au thority that 
" may be relied on" be produced, until which time 
t!le public will pause before it yields credence to 
mere assertion. 

'We now come to the last charge brought forward 
upon" strong grounds," not mdeed against any par­
ticular body, nor any particular presidency, but an 
unqualified accusation against the whole "pativc' 
soldiery," and a more heartless libel never issued from 
the press. 

The affair at Barrackpore had better not have 
been alluded to. It is wise to abstam from agitating 
circumstances that cannot but produce evil conse 
quences; and (to use the words ofthe late Mr. Hus­
kisson) " not to descend into the arena where honour 
IS not to be won, and where to be vanqUIshed would 
be disgrace indeed." It behoves those v/ho have had 
any active con~ern in participating the tragic event, 
so cruelly and unjustifiably perverted} to check the 
folly that would force a discussion, fatal in its effects 
to the characters of more than those who fell in that 
calamitous catastrophe. We shall take our leave of 
this accusation with the remark, that an enquiry 
into the cause of the occurrences of tha\ fatal day 
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was instituted. Let the proceedings be givan to the 
world, lUld if the memory of those who paid the 
penalty of their crime, with their lives, deserves the 
opprobrium so lavishly poured upon them and their 
brethren in arms, we shall retire with sorrow and 
humiliation from a cause justly meriting the brand 
of eternal disgrace. 

We now come to the climax so exultingly put forth, 
" Yet these are the troops to whom we mainly owe. 
and by whom we hold an empire over seventy or 
eighty millions of people!" We can only reply, Yes, 
they are the troops, by whom England won, and 
with whom she must maintain her mighty dominion 
over seventy or eighty millions of people! Let the 
above exclamation, issued in the imagined triumph 
of arrogance, emanate from whence it may, it can 
only be viewed as a puerile attempt to traduce the 
rel'utation of those, who, as soldiers and men, are 
beyond their imitation, alId above their reproach. 

It is but lost labour to attack the unsullied honor 
and gallantry of the native soldiery; for the descend­
ants of men who followed a Clive, a Lawrence, a 
Coote, a Cornwallis, a Lake, and a Wellington, con­
temn scurrilous abuse, and may fairly challenge the 
admiration of all whose applause is worth a soldier's 
ambition. 

Yes, these are the troops who followed those re­
nowned captains with a spirit upon which they 
could and did rely; arId their descendants of the 
present d!'ly, would follow with unabated ardour, 
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and undeteriorated .quahties, any cgmmMtder who 
understood their character, respected their preju­
dices, or regarded their affections. 

But let Government, under the fatal ,~pell of infa­
tuation, select officers to command them, whose cha­
racters are different from those of the great men, 
the recollection of whose fostering' ('are, personal 
worth, and splendid deeds, is fondly chClished by 
a grateful and admiring posterity, and England may 
yet have to chaunt a requiem over the departure of 
that affection to which she owes her dominion in the 
Ear-t. 

Sensible of the difficulty of rel'training the ex­
pression of feeling'> wantonly violated, we wouLl 
willingly obey the dictates of a natural repngnanc(, 
to refute party writerl'; but when the mlsrepreseil­
tation of a meritorious and highly di~tillguished bod,v, 
whose services and blood have nllsed a plOud monu­
ment to our country's glory in a distant land, )'" 
abruptly forced upon us, we cannot refrain from ('X~ 
pressing our abhorrence of such asper ... i.ons. 

Jill J NIl. 

1H['\1)1) fly 'ilf\\i\Hf, A .... JJ ((}. OLH HA.lfJ): 
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CONSIDERATION, 

THE dominions of Great Britain are 80 vast in 
-extent, so divided in situation, and so various 
in their relations, that their general and respec­
tive interests must often distract, and sometimes 
perhaps escape, tbe attention even of the ablest 

and most vigilant government. The internal 
reconomy of a highly civilized and redundant 
population, amI the foreign policy of war or 
peace in Europe., whose political questions are 
~enerany more important, and always more in­

viting, than those of distant and less cultivated 
Countries, so enlirely eng..oss the public mind, 
that it is not surprising, if the conr,erns of some 

remote and obscurer J.>rovinces of the empire 

should sometimes meetwith less consideration, 

B 



than IS due, perlialJi, either to thp claidlS'of that 
part. or the ultimate results upon t~e whole. 

Examples of this kind are no where so fre­
quently to be found, as in the hIstory of our r6~ 
lations with America. The mistakes committed 
in the former management of that country, the 
disasters received in making war, the still greater 
dIsasters in making peace with it, lllay all be 
imputed to a false estimate, of lts character and 
importance, its resources and increase. For a 
different deg-ree of political foresight seems ne­
cessary for the old and new hemisphere, and 
anticipatlOIl9, which would here be thought pre­

sumptuous or remote, have there proved com­
paratively certam and immediate, till it is now 
generally acknowledged, that the future rlest~­

nies of our own country must, for good and evil, 
be principally connected with, or materially in­
fluenced by, those of America. 

It is indeed an easy thing to console ourselves 
by turning to the unexampled successes, that 
have placed the Empire in the proud situation it 
now holds;' but if we wish to consult the real 
power and permanence of that Empire; and oot 
merely to flatter the~ nation's vanity OJ), past 
achievements, it would be well perhaps to look 
more narrowly to that qqarter, which offers least 

~ 
occasion for congratulati'on: where, however, we 
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.Y yet profit by experience, and if we cannot 
,remedy the cOBSequence of former errors, at 

least prevent their repetition. For Great Bri­

tain still possesses tlte most valuable portion of 
tke American Continent, and dou not lc1lQUJ it .­
and questions are now pending between her and 
the United States, hy which, not only may tkat 
value be greatly impai/ed, but th.e very POSS'II­

swn eventually lost. 
There was once a time, and within the 

memory of the present age, when almost the 
whole of North America belonged to the Crown 

of England: in 1783, the King renounced his 
rights of propriety and government to a certain 

portion, which has since formed the United 
States; but the exact limits of that portion have 

never yet been ascertained. By the extraordi­
nary increase, as well of the ueded Provinces as 
of those retained, what was considered of little 
moment in 1783, has now become Qf vital im­

portance. Of the differences which have ariBell 

between the two Governments, respecting their 
common Boundaries, iome have boon arrB.Dged 

by discussion before Commissioners, others are 
ready, on our part at least, for reference to' a 

friendly Power; and Borne (the objoot of the 

present inquiry) having been referred, are di· 
rected by the ulnpire to be seWed by negotia. 

»2 



tion. The pretensiolls of tbf, two (}~JV~mtDcmts. 

are widely at vanance, and, on the part of the 
Amerioan at least, most tenacious1) lOOintained, 
In the present state of the question, it can be of 

little use to consider the arguments, on either 
side, in support of those pretensions: (nego­

tiation, particularly with America, too commonly 

involves the idea of colllprollli~e :) hut it may tend 
to the right understanding of the diflerence, to 

give a short statement of its origin, before eutering 

upon the consequences. 
The Provisional Treaty of ] 783, by which 

the independence of the thirteen revolted Colo. 

nics was acknowledged, was negotiated on their 

part, by the profoundest statesman that country 

has ever produccd; a man who, to a thorough 

acquaintance ""' itb the character and interests of 

America, united the deepest political sagacIty, 

an impenetrable cunning, and most plausible ad. 
dress. It was not without reason perhaps, that 

be, styled the statesmcn of that period, as. ' too 
ignorant tojur/.qe, and too proud fo learn;' for 

lle was ab18 to obtain of our Ministry terms, 
which exceeded the expectation of his own Cuun­

trymen, and astonishet1 their Allies. III compli­
ance with his suggestion, or a1-,Tfeeably,lto llis 
wishes, the Commissioner first s..eut ~eet 

lti,n, wllOse knowledge ~nd pcuetration might .. 
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have proved less favourable to tht' objects had 

in view, was recalled; and another substituted, 

whose qualities were the most opposite and Ulost 

unequal to his opponent's, and whom, of an 
mankind perhaps, could he have chosen, he him­
self would have first selected. It is interesting 

to learn with how little disguise or moderation .. 
the crafty American proceeded to practisf' on 

the simplicity of his English admirer. The 

Loyalists, who had been plundered, persecuted, 

t'xiled, ruined, were easily given up, because 

lhey had misled the Government, or the Govern-
• 

ment had misled them, Their claim for COlll-

pensation was met with demands of satisfaction 
for the damages done by them, and by the King's 
troops. Rights of fishery, which the most 

frirndly nation in F.llrope had never the assu­
rance to ask, were conceded, as a boon indeed, 

but a most politic one, to cHace the memory of 

the past, and ensure a sincere reconciliation 

for the future. Whatever could not be demanded 
for the right of his own nation, was claimed for 

the benefit of ours. It was urged, (a "remarkable 

cI)incidence with the opinions of certain recono-

1I11StS of the present day,) that the real interests 

of Great Britain would be best promoted, by 
the surrender to the n~w Repuhlic, of Cauada 
and Nova Scotia; and it. was eveu suggested, 
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as a corollary to tht same argumoot, tIlat ~ ,se· 
care her permanent prosperity, Oll that side of 

the Atlantic, it was only necessary t6 throw. ill 
the West Ind.ies. The figure Mr. Oswald pre­
sents, at such a game, surrounded by the four 

Americancommissiouers, Franklin, Adams, Jay, 

and Laurens, recalls the story lately circulating 
in the morning papers, of Lord Nottingham 

among the Sharpers. one of whom reproached 
his companions with wasting their time in 
gambling with such a flat, ' pick the fool' • ., 
poc/ce,t at once and send himkome.' How easy 
had it then been for Great Britain, to have pre­

scribed such limits as she thought fit. 'rhe 
Kennebec on the east; the Ohio on the wel:1t; 

and such a Line of boundary on the north, as 

should have secured to us the vast tract of va­

cant land between their settlements and the 
Lakes. They had no reason to claim, nor ability 

to enforce, a pretence to any thing more. Their 
aUy, the King of France, it is now known, was 
weH disposed, both to confine them to narrower 
limits, and- to exclude them from the fi8heri~s. 

But Mr. Oswald's mercantile ideas were ~ 
with the threat, that £hough peace indeed might 
be procured on such terms, a good understand­

ing, and above all, a renewal of commercial in-
f 

tercourse, could Uf'ver ~() ohtained, without more 
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liBeral cOncAssions! as if eitlier nations or indi­

viduals oould long be induced to trade from any 

otlreT motives, than reciprocal advantage, or any 

advantages were elsewhere to be found superior 
to the British market. Accordingly a Boundary 

was settled and descrihed, by which a vast 

extent of territory, exceeding that of the whole 
revolted Colonies together, already valuable 
for its trade in furs, and which has since 

become populous and powerful, was given, as 
a premium to rebellion,. to establish the new Re­

public, and furnish, as it bas ever since, an 
important part of their financial resources, and 

the means of almost infinite increase. A faint at­
tempt was indeed made, to reserve some part 
of the western territories, as an asylum for the 

exiled LoyaJists; but Dr. Franklin did '/Wt like 
suclt neighbours, as he baughtily says; and Mr. 
Oswald thought it better to oHer all, as an atone­
ment to our enemies, than retain any, as provi­

sion for our friends. It may be that the wound­
ed pride of the Country, or Government, found 
some consolation in sending a man· of this des­
cription to treat with the Americans, as though 
the disgrace of negotiating witl1 Rebels could be 

alleviated or concealed by the f)bscurity of the 
negotiator; (or was It that an Administration, 
every member of whi~h had protested in parlia-.. 
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lDent that the fJ)ar was unjust, found thelBtlJelves 

bound to act in Officf, cOllsistently witb their 

opinions in opposition?) but such ulJworthy in­

dulgence either to the contempt, or indifference, 

or the party-spirit, of that period, has cost much 
to the best interests of every other. The boun­

dary is thus described in the second article of 

the treaty: 
" From the North-west Angle of Nova Scotia, 

"viz. that Angle, which is formed by a line 
" drawn due north from the Source of St. Croix 

~( River to the Highlands, along the said Hz:qn­
"lands, wlJich diviue those Rivers that empty 

H themselves mto the River St. Lawrence, from 

" those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, tl) 

" the north-western-most head of the Connecti­
" cut River; thence down along the middle of 

"that River, to the forty-fifth degree of north 

" latituue; from thence by a line due west in 

" said latitude until it strikes the River Iroquois 
" or Cataragny; thence along tIle middle of said 

" RIver into Lake Ontario; through the middle 

" of said Lake until it strikes the communication 

" by water, between that Lake and Lake Erie; 
'1 thence along the mitldle of t)aid communica­

" tion into Lake Eric; through the middle of 
" said Lake, until it' arrives at the water com­
"munication hetween trlat Lake and Lake 



" HurOl),; thence alaDg the middle of said water 

"communication into Lake Huron; thenoe 

H. through the middle of said Lake to f¥ water 

"communication between that Lake and Lake 

" Superior; thence through Lake Superior 

" northward to the Isles Royal and Philipeaux, 

" to the Long Lake; thence through the middle 
" of said Long Lake and the water communica­

" tion between it and tbe Lake of the Woods 

" to the said Lake of the Woods; thence through 

" the said Lake to the most north-western point 
" thereof; and from thence on a due west courRe~ 

" to the River Mississippi; thence by a line tc 

" be drawn along' the middle of the said Rivel 
" Mississippi until it shall interseot the northern· 

" most part of the thirty-first degree of norU 

" latitude i-South, by a line to be drawn dO( 

" east from the- determination of tIle line las1 

" mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one degreP.~ ., 
(( north of the Equator to the middle of the River 

"Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence along 

" the .middle thereof to its junction with Flini 

, " River; thence straight to the hea~ ofSt. Mary'~ 
" [liver; and theuce down along the middle oj 

". of St. Mary's River to the Atlantic Ocean; 

" -East., by a line to he dra~"ll along the middll: 

" ofthe river St. Croix, from its mouth iu the 
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"Haw of Fundy </ to, lts sourct'; and from its 
" source directly north to the aforesaid. High­
H lands, whioh divide the rivers which faU 
"into the Atlantic Ocean from those which tall 
" illto the river St. Lawrence; comprebending 
" all islands witbin twenty leagues of any part 
" of the shores of the United States, and lying 
" between lines to he drawn due east from the 
" points where the aforesaid boundaries between 
" Nova Scotia on the one part, and East Flo­
H rida on the other, shall respectively touch the 
" Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean, ex­
" cepting such islands as now are, or heretofore 
" have been, within the limits of the said Pro-
" vince of Nova Scotia." II' 

Mr. Oswald returned to England, to wP.P.p, 
(he burst into tears), when convinced of what he 
had betrayed; and Franklin, to exult, and tell 
his English frien4.s, they had now nothing to do 
but send deputies to the Am~rican Congress; 
a jest, which excited but a smile in tbQSe~a.ys, 

would provoke a. sneer in these, but which yet 
may have teallB for posterity. 

This Treaty was scarcely more injurious fOT its 
enormous concessions, "than its uncertainty in 
defining the limits of what was still retained. 
The questions that necessarily arose~we:re JDaDy 



II 

and diilicuit, and the subtiltyof the American 
government has contrived to add others, less 
<obvious perhaps, hut more vexatious. Of these, 
some have been settled, greatly to the dissatis­
faction of our fellow subjects in that quarter, but 
among those which are still undetermined, it is 
the NORTH-EASTERN BOUNJURY, which involves the 
most serious co~sequences, and towards which it 
is the object of these pages, to solicit some atten­
tion. On this side, the first difficulty was, to 
ascertain which River was meant by the designa­
tion of ST. CROIX, and what branch of that 

River was its source; for our politic statesman 
had commenced his Boundary from a point aHo­
g'ether unknown, to be discovered by reference 
to another point equally uncertain, a River, whose 
mouth, and source, and name, were in dispute. 
By the treaty of 1794 this difference was referred 
to Commissioners. They disagreed. In tbat 
case, they were to nominate an umpire. A most 
unequal compromise was suggested and adopted. 
The British Commissioner was to have the no­
mination, but the umpire to be a Citizen of the 
United States. A person 80 chosen ~ould 

hardly have been expected to decide otherwise, 
than that the Schoodic was tbe river St. Croix, 
and its most eastern branch the source; though, 
if the ancient boundaries of Nova Scotia de-



served any consideration, its dmrler had in 
express and very f;"rciLle terms appainted, tke 
most Western fountain or spring. 

The labours of this Commission extended 00 

further than to ascertain the river St. Croix, 
and the point of commencement for the N ortb 
line. The termination at THE HIGHLANDS, that 
is, the North-west Angle of N~va Scotia, reo 
mained unexplored. In this state of tue ques­
tion, the war of 1812 intervened; and the peace 
of 1815 was made, without any further settle­
ment of the dispute, than the appointment of a 
second COUlmission ; (except indeed that by in­
serting lU the treaty the name of ' Grand Manan, ' 
the Americans ",ere admittf'rl to add a new 

daim, '" iJich had never before been beard or 
imagined, and which was so ruinous to us, aDd 
so untenable in them, that it has been happIly 
compromised by some minor sacrifice.) These 
Commi6!>ioncrs could not agree... The }:mperor 
of RUSSia, to whom, agTeeably to the treaty~ 

the question wab referred, decided that the par­
ties should aJ4l'auge it by negotiation. And 
negotiations for that purpose, it is believed, are 
now pending. 

rrhe spirit and intention of the Treaty of 1783, 
seelU clearly to Lave heen, to ebtahhsb, between 
the 1\\0 countflt'~ in tillS quarter, what is termed 



13 

an arcijiniN;S BOUNDARY, such a line of sepal'a­

tiOlt) as llhould give to neither party the advan­

tages for attack, but serve'mutuaHy for the de­

fence of hoth, or especially of that, whose domi­
nions were most likely to be invaded. Ar,cord­

ingly, having first recorded their regard "for 
the reciprocal ~dvantages and mutual conve­
niences of both Nations," and their design " to 

settle the boundary upon such principles of 
liberal equity and reciprocity, that partial ad­
vantages, those seeds of discord, being ex­

cluded, such a beneficial and satisfactory inter­
course between the two Countries may be esta­
blished, as may promote and secure to both per­
petual peace," they proceed to delineate the only 
Land-marks, and to lay down the only principle, 

which III this quarter, could answer such ends, 
viz. that Chain ~f Hi,gMands whick should 
divide tlte Iteads of Rivers, wlwse mouths and 
courses 11'ere within the actual Provinces of 
Ute respective claimants. 1~hus the party pos-
~, 

sessing the mouth of any stream, would possess 
also its whole course to the feuntain head. 
This was obviously the most equitable adjust­
ment, and the most naturfl1 boundary. The 
entire course of the Penobscot, the Kennebec, 
and other Rivers, flowing illto the Atlantic ocean, 
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wOllld be thus secured to the United States, and 
a reciprocal advantage afforded to us in the 
possession of the Chandiere, and other streams, 
that discharged their waters within our terri­
tories. Between two nations no separation is 

so distinct, no barrier so effectual, as a moun­
tainous frontier; and as Rivers, in new coun­
tries, are the great High-ways of nature, and 
almost the only means of communication and 
transport, any other division must give to one 
party a most unequal advantage for invasion in 
war, and to both, continual disputes in trade 
and navigation in time of peace. The Line of 
separation was therefore to be drawn '4 from 
H the North-west Angle of Nova Scotia, that 
" is, the Angle formed by a due north line drawn 
"from the source of the St. Croix to THE 

"HWH LANDS, along the said Higlt Lands, 
" dividing the waters that fan into the Atlantic, 
"from those that fall into th.., river St. Law­
" renee, to the North-western Head of the Con­
"nectieut river." Now as no part of the 
British poss~sions, in this quarter (their western 
boundary being the St. Croix) touched the At­
lantic, nor of the Amf'rican the St. Lawrenoe, 
the principle and object of the treaty evidently 
was, to give them the Heads of thf' Rivers that 
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Jlswed Jo tke Ocean into and tltrougk Ikeir 
7 erritory, and us, of tlU)se tkat jJqwed into 
and through (Jurs. Indeed, the description in 
the treaty, coupled with this fact just stated, 
IlJ.llSt be considered as quite synonymuus with 
this interpretation. 

Perhaps the fairest and most intelligible man· 
ner of stating the difference between the two 
Governments is this. The source of the St. 
Croix is ascertained: the North line surveyed: 
there are some where High Lands that divide 
the streams to the Atlantic fi'om those to the 
st. Lawrence, because the Kennebec and the 
Chaudiere, Rivers of respectable magnitude, 
flow, in contrary directions, from neighbouring 
sources, on opposite sides of the same Heights, 
the latter to the St. T~awrence, the former to the 
ocean. So far are both parties agrepd. The 
description of the treaty is in these points fully 
answered, according to the interpretation of both 
Countries. But the difficulty is, that North 
Line, in which both parties acquiesce, does not 
intersect thQs(f Higlt Lands, upon wlliclt both 
aTe agreed. It was in this light perhaps that 
the question presented itself to the Russian 
Government, who 800m to have r,onsidered this 
circumstance as an omitted case, which was 
most proper, (or most ex.pedient), to be settled by 


