
reasons, which render this PossemtiOn highly im
portant, if nM indispensably necessary, to 'tile 
power and commerce of Great Britail'l, It lies 

between us and the United States, betweell the 
United States and our Fisheries, and either in 

geographical position, or political re8ults, may 
be found to lie between the United States 'and 
the West Indies, and we think it not ahsurd to 
add, the United States and Ireland. It makes 
the Atlantic a Great Lake, for the domestic 
commerce of the Empire, and by shuttin~ up 
the farther shore, enables the King to dictate, 
who may sail, and who may fish, and almost, 
who may wash their hands in the sea; a 
haughty and extravagant pret~nsion, but which 
was nearly exercised in the late wars, and might 
be again repeated to-morrow, and as it must 61'S'! 
he disputed, and has already bern challenged, 
on that side of the water, so it is upon that side 
we should be most careful to secure its conti
nuance. Newfoundland is too near, aOO natu
rally too dependent upon the other Provinces, to 
follow a di~rent destiny; and we should find 
some difference perhaps, between givinrr the 
Americans leave to take and cure fish in those 
waters, and aslci1lfj it of them. A difference 
scarce less essential might he also felt, ill the 
premium 011 \\.,. est India Ships, or the value of 
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West,lndia Estates, in oase of war; and incase 

of peace, hew are they, or how are we, to be sup
plied with wood and timber? From America 
or the Baltic 1 FQl' afrom either, who are 10 

be the carriers? In fact, the loss,of these pzo-
. vinees could hardly fail to involve, or endaager, 

the loss of the most valuable portion, of aU our 
Colonies, and Commerce. 

But, for there are pedlaps, to whom these 
advantages may appear of less certainty or im
portance, or who are unahle to estimate a value, 
which may not be measured by a more unerring 
rule, the use and conseq nence of these Colonies, 
tt) our commerce and navigation, may be no less 

demonstrated by figures, and the rigid balanoe 
of pounds, sbiHings, and pence. Let it be re
membered, however, tbat "planting ColOllies is 

like the planting of trees, in which a man incurs 
a certain expense, and waits long for his return," 
and that these Plantations were principally made 
by persons, whose fortunes were dissipated, and 

.industry relaxed, by the long continuance, the 
miserable conduct, and ruinous termmation, of a 
civil war, and who, till within a few years, have 
never received any assistance from British ca
pital, (ex,cept indeed the short and limited credit 
Qf the Merchant). And yet, though the average 

F 2 
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of exports from Great Brituin to those Provinces, 

upon, six :years, ending with 1774, previomJ to 
tHe war, amounted only to tile scanty sum 

of £379,411 annually, dI the like averag'c for 

six years after tlle peace of 1783, they \\ ere 

raised, by the influx of the Loyalists, to £829,088.' 
It is worthy of remark, that during this same 

period, our exports to the United States had de

creased from £"2,762,036 to £"2,333,643, (on a 

similar average), a Joss of 0£398,3!)3 annually, 

which however was supplied, and more, by this 

increase of 0£4-l9,(;77 to the Colonies. In 179<J, 
the exports thither amouuted to £] ,()66,39G. 
In 1809, to £1,733,667. In HoH9, to £1,970,257. 

And for the last year, they have reached th'1 
sum of £2,244,215. By a Table annexed, (itt 

the Appendix, No. V.), the inerease of our 
Commerce with these Provinces will be more 
fairly and accurately set forth. It will be seen 
that our exports thither, during a period of fifty 
years, ending in 1~24, have gained an additiou 
of four hundred and fift!! jive per erlt'. over. 
and above their alllount in 1774. \Vith regard 
to the imports from them, it is enough to know, 

that all these exports are finally paid fOf, al,ld 

though the balance against them must often have 

be.f'u, and still be, in an'em', yet in no Quarter 
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of the world are the debts so secure, al1d the 

losses, of the British Merchant, so rare and in
considerable. 

But it is far less for the advantages of Com
mere€', than of Navigation, that Colonies are 
planted, and' their improvement valued, and it 
is ehiefly by considering what the possession of 
these Provinces has added to the mercantile 
Navy and Seamen, that is, to the real strength 
and vital interests of the Empire, that their im· 
portance can be duly understood. For from the 
year 1772 to the year of 1789, (upon an average 
and medium of the vessels cleared and entered 

for the three preceding yt'ars), the tonnage em

ployed between them and Great Britain, is found 
to have advanced from 11 ,219 ions to 46,106, 
being' an increase of 34,887 tons aUlluall y, and 
w~ieh more than repaired the decrease, that had 
reduced our aIlllual tonnage to the United St.ates, 
during the same period, from 86,745 tons to 
52,59, In 1818, the amount of British ton
ollage in this trade, on au average of the five 

Im~ceding years, had further advanced to 

179,317. And for the seven .vears Sillee, 
ending with 1825, it has amounted to the average 
of 340,776 tons annually, and the number Qf 
~eamen employed has hew 100re than 15,000 
lHeIl. Aud for the' yea.r ] 825, the vessels 
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cleared,thither aruounted to 411,33'..l tons, about 
. one-fourth of our 'Whole foreign tonaage e~clu
sive of vessels to Ireland. By a Table in: ,the 
Appendix, (No. VI.), this increase is more 
partiCll1arly stated. 

Such has been the use, and so rapid the in
crease of these possessions, that they need not 
shun comparison, in commerce or navigation, 
either with any other portion, or with the col
lective improvement, of the whole Empire; and 
not eve'll the United States, loudly vaunted, and 
justly dreaded, as their wonderful advance has 
been, have added more to their intercourse with 
Great Britain or with the World. For, in the year 
1774, the exports from Great Britain to the United 
States bore the proportion of 14 per cent. of 
those to all other Countries. The exports \0 the 
West Indies, which are justly valued as the 
richest possession of the Crown, were at that time 
7t per cent. And the exports to those Colonies 
were but 2 per cent. In 1824, upon an ~erage 
of the ten preceding years, the whole amount of 
our exports was 235 per cent. more than it was 
in 74. The exports to the United States, on the 
same average, have increased 245 per cent., 
and are now a 14i per cent. of the whole. The 
exports to the West Ind\es have increased SOD 
per cent., and are now a 9~ per cent. of the 
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whole. ADd the exports to these Colonies, on 
the saine average, have iucreued 455 per cent., 
,and are now 3j. per cent. of the whole. With 
reference therefore to our whole exports, the 
comparative increase of the proportiou, which 
these several Countries now receive, ahov.e the 
prop<>rtion received in 1772, may he measured 
respectively by the following figures, viz. 4 ror 
the United States, 11 for tlu: West Indies, and 
12 for the Colonies. And with reference to the 
amount received, the comparative increase in 
1824 a.bove 1772, is respectively as, 49 for the 
United States, 60 for the West Indies, aud 91 
for the Colonies. In 1772, the proportion of 
British Shipping employed between Great Bri
tain and the now Unit~d States was 7~o per 
c:ent. of our WllOh-l tonnage cleared annually. 
The proportion to the West lndies was 9 pcr 
cent.: and that to these Colonies Ii <5 per cent. 
In the year 1824, (on an average of 10 years), 
the jnnage of the whole Shipping cleared is 
found to have increased 167 per cent. above the 
.unount cleared in 1772. That emvloyed to the 
United States has decreased 5-[-0- per cent., and 
is uow 2--fo per cent. of the whole. That to the 
We&t Indies has increased 189 per cent., and 
,it nQW Qlli per cent. of the whole. And the ton-
nage to the Colonies'has iucreased 2370 pt"r cent., 
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and now formR 12;\J pt'f cellt. of the whole foreign 
navigation (}f Great Britain, including the ves~ 
sels cleared for Ireland. As far therefore 
as our Navigation is concerned, the advautage 
now derived to us from the United States, and 
the North American Colonies respecti\>ely, com
pared with that of the year 1772, may be repre
sented by the following quantities, - 5.5, for 
the former, and + 11.1, for the latter, and the 
difference in favour of the Colonies is + 16.6, 
that is, as nearly one-sixth of our whoit' foreign 
tonnage is to o. 

Before comparmg the whole commerce auel 
navigation of these Colonies, with those of the 
United States, to all parts of the world, it 
should be remembered, that the latter, by Hleir 
separation from us, had the good fortuD\ to 
relieve themselves from all the restraints of de
pendence, and still to retain most of its advan
tages, nor were the territorial concessions they 
obtained of us, more important to th~r in
crease, or more strangely deserved, than their 
commercial ,Jrivikges. For at the same time 
that they gained a free intercourse with the 
whole World, their ships continued to enjoy in 
our harbours t~e rights and immunities of Bri

tish bottoms; they continued to traqe with our 
Colonies, to fish in our ",,;ten;; and even the 
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proteoting duties, to encourage their produce. 

were a long time preserved. Add to tbi.s, that 
the war, which soon after embroiled all Europe, 
threw into their hands the carrying trade of 

WIllost the whole Continent, which they used 
justly to compare to a vicious cow, which we 
held by the horns for them to milk. Tbe Colo
nies, on the other hand, have felt their want of 
capital, and other the natural difficulties of their 
~ituation, increased, hoth by the restraints upon 
thenlt~elves, and the preference shewn to others. 

Unknown, or unencouraged, they seem for a long 
time to have been regarded as a desperate 
gamester, who has thrown away vast sums 

without fortune, or without judgment, despises 

the little that remains. The laws of navigation 
inftt:ed, as (he funnamental rule of the Empire, 

the source of all its power aud prosperity, are 

never to be mentioned wit h complaint, because 
they bear hard upon any particular branch; hut 
th~ there was unfortunate ill the situation of 

these Colonies, that wherever those laws were 
rigidly enforced, they suffered b:mch iuconve
nience and vexatiol1, and wherever they mig'ht 
have expecte(i some advantage, those laws were 
easily relaxed. For years the Colonies wert' 

uuable to contend with the admission of the 

United Siat~s into the West ImJia Islauds, to 
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which, and to the ~Mother Country, thew'ttade 
Was almost entirely restricted: and it was nht 
till 1809, (before "hich period the importation 
of their Timber was but limited and 1Jnpl'Q
tected), that the closing of the Baltic, ·and tae 
hostiJity of the North, compeUed us 10 tum at 
length upon our own resources, and out dt1Wn 
our forests in America. Between these ob
structions on the one sidf', and advantages on 
the otiler,'it is not a little surprising that neitber 
the commerce nor the navigation, of this portIon 
of OUT dominions, are in comparative improve
ment, one step behind the rapid advancement of 
the United States. Their exports to the whole 

world have increased, between the years 1669 
and 1825, from £2,852,441 to C..l2,395,46:-J, 
and the whole amount of tonnage emplofed 

thf>reby, from 351,664 to about 1,114,000 tons, 
an addition of 685 per cent. in the former, and 
ill the latter of 216. While from these Pro
vinces, the exports, during that time, have risen 
from £2'25,878 to about £3,150,057, and the 
navigation em'pl?yed thereby from 25,410 to 
about 689,872, an addition respectivel:y of 1280 
per cent. and 2610 per cent. How, and from 
what sources, this estimate is formed, ",iII be 
seen by a 1'able, (No. VII.), in the Appendix~ . 

With regard to the civil and. military 



r5 

,expenses of theBe POSsessiOlls, taken at their 

lq,rgest estimate, at £'600,00() per anu~m, ~t 
can bardly, we think, be considered equal to 

.8ven the commercial advantages received. For 
if tbey supply employment to the amount of 
.£3,000,000 annually, (perhaps the real value of 
our ~ports thither the last year), to the stock and 
jndustry of the Merchant and Manufacturer, and 

£1,000,000 more (the probable amount of 
freights) to the Shipowner aud Seaman, (to say 
.ROthing of the revenue of £300,000, the amount 
in 18:2i, we believe, of the duties upon timber), 

it would be difficult to point out another way by 
which this £500,000 could be made wore pro
ductive, or shew what item of our whole appro
priation yields a better return. For it cannot be 

Slt.id that equal benefits would have resulted 
from the same, or some other quarter, had we 
abandoned these Colonies, or shewn them lebs 

preference. On the contrary, had they been 

ceded to the United States, it is far more pro
bahle that our intercourse with them would 

have increased only ill the sante ratio as it has 

with that Republic, and instead of our exports 

thither heing 455 per cent. greater than in 

1714, they would he only 2!b, and our tonnage 
thither, instead of increasing 2370 per cent., 

wowe have dim.i~ished more thau 5, and wnowlt 
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now to 10-,658 iustead of 411,332 tons, ud the 

difference have been added to a Foreign P~wer .. 
And although exports to the same amount Illight 

have been made to the Baltic, and Timber"", 
thence procured at a cheaper rate, (except in

deed the intercourse with those Powers, had 

been restricted by monopoly and combination, 
as in 1703, or interrupted by war, as in 18(9), 
yet had such a trade been far less profitable. 
For there are three great advantages in the 
Colonial above the Baltic Trade. 1st. The 
former is domestic instead of foreign, and con
sequently of twice the value of the Jatter, as 
the profit by the exchangf', on both sides, is all 
within the Dominions, and by the stock and indThS
try, and added to the common wealth, of our own 

Empire. 2nd. It is direct instead of circuitous. 
Not that timber l1Jay not be brought from the 
Hal tic in half the time required from America, 
but to I}ay for that timber, or the greater part 
of it, we Lave first to carry our manufactures 
beyond the sea, and brmg back some foreig1'l or 
colonial article, .and principally indeed gold and 

silver, and ship that to the Northern Merchant.. 

To these possessions, on the other hand) nearly 

all our exports are the Immediate produetion of 
our own industry. rrhe CoJoni<ll l'fade,.. there
fore, iu reality yields a (juidcer "return. 3rd. It 
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is carried on in Ibitish, instead of fo .. E'i~ 
bottoms. By which we not only save the fl't'ight, 

but most esst'utially promote an o~j('Ct, which it 
has ever been the 1Indouhted intert'st of the 

Nation to kef'p principally in view, tht' support 
(}f our Seamen and Navy. And if these advan
tages should still appear unequa:1 to the o~je('
bon, so strong to a superficial observer, thnt 

Timber is dearer by the prt'l'Ient system, it must 
yet be a consolation to know, that the difference 
is not only divided among ourselves, but as the 

prime cost is about the same, is nearly aU given 
as a bounty to the most ui>eful branches of our 
productive industry, the Shipping and Manu

facturing' interests, or applied to the necessities 
of Government, and substituted for so much 

taxation. But without the competition of our 
Colonies, are we sure we should outfljn Baltic 

Timber on the present favourable terms? Great 

Britain has long been, and for ever must be, 

dependent upon other Conntries for Naval 
Stores and wood. The Coasts of the Baltic 

possess, and formerly alone afforded, a near l-llld 

abundant supply of both. \Vhy did we ever 
derive either by a long voyag'e to America '? 
The Coasts of the Baltic unforhmately z'l'e lIot 
our Colonies. Their Merchants combined III 

1703 to raise trw price of the fi>rmer, aud to 
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mODOpolize its tnmspon, and we were drivert to, 

gtv6 bounties 00 its Importation from oUt" Co:. ' 
lonies. In 1807,. their Governments cOD\bined 
to >exclude us from the latter also, and we "begut 
to enquire with some anx"ty whether tllere was 
any, other quarter of the world from whidb' we 
might be supplied; and what had then been our 
siination, if on turning to America, we had 
found its Northeru Provinces in the hands of a 
Powet, which was about. to pass acts of Em
bargo, N on-intercourse, and War? That 
which has already bappened, may again be 
repeated. 

If to these commercial benefits, already so 

considerable, and capable of such future increase, 
be added the political results derived to our 
power, from our possession of this Country, 
and the dangers to be apprehended from, its 
possession by another, it can hardly appear too 
dearly purchased at the price of its establish-. 
ments ; especially to a Nation, which is too 

conscious, that her influence in the W orId is 
beyond the proportion of her territory or popa
pulation in Europe, to confine her views to a 
single Kingdom, or to one Hemisphere; which 
has not garrisoned for so many years the Rook 
of Gibraltar, nor majntained her rods in_Africa} 
nor conquered or planted many other post.s or 
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or I'eveoue; nor refused to the subjeots of llel' 
very Capital the necessary fuel of life, unless 
brought by sea from a distant port, because the 
Coals of Newcastle ar. cheaper than any eAse
where; but which, having established an Em .. 
pire, on whose dominions the sun never sets. 
and whose equal he bas never seen, has judged 
no expenses heavy, whICh were necessary to 
secure its general prosperity, no prosperity se

cure without a superior Navy, and no Navy 
superior without Colonies and Commerce. 

Inconsiderable however as this sum appears 
upon such a comparjson, it may yet be weH to 

examine, whether all of it could probably be 
saved to the revenue by the proposed abandon
ment. 'rhe exponseA of the Civil Government 
of these Provinces, as mucb as are bome by the 
Mother Country, amount only to about £46,009. 
All the rest is incurred by the Military estab

lishments, which are not required to secure the 
obedience of the Inhabitants, for that is most 

voluntary and devoted, but for the safety also of 
other possessions, the fear of neighbouring rivals, 
and the general interests of the Etnpire. Were 
these withdrawn, must not the garrisons in other 
places. be augmented, in Berm.uda, and the West 

Indies? Or wonld our fears diminish with the 
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increase of our enemies, or our forces· be les
sened with the increase of our fears, or any sav
ing gained in the health or cost of our forces by 

Olis change of station? Two hundred Qltln 
would possibly cease t. be a sufficient protec .... 
ti()n for Newfoundland; nor would perllaps the 
uneasiness felt for Ireland be any tiling allayed, 
for the intimidating supposition, lately suggested 
by a CatllOlic Barrister, of an American Fleet in 
the Irish Channel, may not prove eventually to 
have been so very remote, as the Orator, it is 
hoped, himself imagined. Were the obstacles 
on that side of the water removed, the Ameri
cans know the way over to this, and they would 
soon learn how to throw 100,000 JUusquets into 
Ireland, wllich they have alrt'ady learned how to 
make; and were it the expedition of mad men, 
and fools, they could bring 10,000 United Irish
men with them, who are both one and the other. 
It must be better, one would think, that tbese 
men and arms should be sent, without return, to 
Canada, and the V nited States exhaust tbeir 
means in imbecile attempts to invade a country, 
which they never can conquer, as in the last war, 
or, as it will, or should be, in the next, in pro
tecting their long and defenceless ooasts, of the 
Atlantic in front, . and the Lakes in Jheir rear, 
(neither of which could be endangered without 
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our occupation ofthis Territory,) rather than to 

remove every domestic annoyance, and leave 
their lindivided attentioll and resources to be 

applied to, their maritime force, and the attack 

of more valuable, or IDOI'e valued, possessions. 

If indeed the power and consequence of a 
Nation does not depend upon the extent of its 
dominions ann number of inhabitants, but the 
less we possess and expend abroad, the richer 

and securer we are at home; if the cheapest 

market be an object of such paramount import

ance, 1Il political ceconomy, as to exclude the dis

tinctions uf subject and alit>n, fi-ieud and enemy, 

security and dependence, and trade with foreign

ers be as permanent or profitable as domestic 
commerce within ourselves; we mig'ht by the 

same reason:, give up the beautiful and fertile 

Islands of the West Indies, to the Abolitionists, 

if Heaven so please, for an experiment upon 

negro industry and intellect. (since there are, 

who refuse to be satisfied with the experiment 

that has been making since the Bood upon the 
whole Continent of Africa,) we might sever Ire

land from Great Britain, or Scotland from Eng
land, or resolve England again into an Heptar

chy, and would mankind remaIll at peace, and 

obey the dictates of rirht re:1S0n, all parts per
haps would be b~nefitt'd, and we might sately 
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force has unhappily been found the best or Gnly 
means of securing, either the ends of justice, or 
the advantages of amity and commerce, the same 
reason that induced mett to form societies, must 
suggest and compel their enlargement" and the 
greater the proportion of the earth included 
under one good government, the stronger, the 
richer, and happier, must that nation be. The 
increase of production in the Mother Country 
has of late so far surpassed the increase of con
sumption, that the grand object of her reconomy 
is now, to multiply her customers, and open new 
markets. No class of consumers, it is allowed, 
is so safe, so constant, and profitable, as we are 
to ourselves; and if there are causes at home 
which retard or limit their multiplication, in the 
Colonies nothing, but our own negligence, can 
oppose their rapid and almost infinite increase. 
Had a tithe, had an hundredth part, of the 
capital lately sunk, in abortive schemes, ima
ginary mines, and irrecoverable loans, bee", 
diverted to the planting and encouraging these 
possessions, to open Canals for example, be

tween the Bay of Fundy and the Gulph of st. 
Lawrence, the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic at 
Halifax, Lake Erie and Ontario, Lake Ontario and 
the St. Lawrence, the St. Lawrence and Lake 
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permanent to the Empire, and the profit satis
factory to the adventurers. So inviting are 
these undertakings, that the capitalists in the 
United States have long been anxious, and bave 
offered, to perform them, but from a laudable 
feeling of pride and jealousy, the Colonists have 
preferred waiting, till they could get assistance 
trom the Mother Country, or till .• and the time is 
not distant, thf'y could effect it of themselves. 
Indeed some of these enterprises are already m. 
operation, and the rest about to be begun. 

To pursue further the resources and pros
pects of the British Empire in America, would 
be long and inapplicable to the present purpose. 
It is already seen that the Colonies, which remain 
to us, are now of more value to .our commerce 
and navigation, than were all the Provillces of 
the United States together in 1774, though these 
then contained twice the number of inhabitants, 
and though they have met no obstacle to their 
itnproveme'nt, except the war of their own 
choosing, our colonists have gaineJ rapidly upon 
them in comparative increase. 

It would perhaps be difficnlt to mention, or 

almost to imagine, a country, the result of whose 
industry and comJllerce could afford a more 
utullingle,d satisfaction, at once to tbe philoso-

g 2 



pher, the stntesman, and reconomlSt. ,Trees, 

which bear no fruit, which contribute nothing to 
our support. which even cumber the ground, 
are cut down, to make room for populatio: and 
subsistence; and are sent and exchanged, in 
this great mart of the comforts and conveniences 
of life, for commodities which there could be 
neither made nor spared; the tillage and pastuf<", 
which succeed, supply exports of higher value, 
and more general demand; the barrenness of 
rivers and the sea is made to yield the luxuries of 
either hemisphere; and the very stones are turned 
to bread. 'fo all concerned, the advantages 
seem surprisingly great, and mutual. On the 
one hand, articles, which have received the last 
labour of human art, are purchased by thiugB 
useless or even burthensome; on the other, the 
superfluities of production are given for the ne

cessary materials of future industry; the bulk of 
which i,~ the most disproportioned to value, and 
value the least derived from manufacture; while 
the nature of the voyage, and the size a.nd quaa
iity of ships·for the transport, are such, that if 
they bring hut a small addition to our wealth, 
they contribute largely to the security of all we 
have. Itl the meantime the fare of a vast coun
try is changed from a wild and silent forest, to . 
the fair improvements of culture and habitation; 
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is, receivtld with welcome and a ready engage
me~ ; and with the increase of capital and 
num"ters, new resources are dis('ovp.red, or the 
old more available. Add to this, that they thus 
supply employment of £4,000,000 annually to the 
productive industry, and something besides to 
the revenue, of Great Britain; and add also the 

present advantages of the territory they occupy, 
and its future prospects, in commercial and poli~ 
tical importance, and perhaps the inhabitants of 
no country have less reason to be reproached 
with what they have done for themselves and the 
empire, for posterity and mankind. All of which, 
it may be affirmed, had been lost to us, and 
worse, added to our rivalR, had the Colonists 
been a little less faithful to the Mother Country, 
or the Mother Country a little more mdifferent 
to the Colonists. 

}"""I'om these facts and arguments, the conclu
sion to be drawn is, not, we trust, (in tlte words 
8/ tlUJ Edinburgh Revieu·, No. ~6.) "That it 
" had been better for Great Britain had Canada, 
H Nova Scotia, &c. continued to this hour in the 
"possession of their aborigimtl savages." An 
assertion which dlscovers perhaps no great be
nevolence of feelin~, if accuracy of judgment or 
calculation. On the contrary, something, it iI 
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hoped, may De ()Qllected to justiiy" or esCttBe, 

tOO position hazarded in our commencement, that 

Great Britain still possesses the most valut'Jhk 
pM"lion of North America, and does not !now 
it. Or, whatever it may be, that value at least 
1Dl1St be greatly impaired by the compromise of 
the present question of Boundary, and even the 
possession eventually lost. But from- what ac
quaintance with the country, what circumstance 
in its situation and history, what mode of reaSOll

ing from the past, or conjecturing for the future, 
it is asserted, that these colonies must merge in 

the American Republic, a.nd "That there is not 
a man of sense in the empire, who does not loo~ 
forward to the dissolution, at no distant period, 
of tkeir c01l7lexion with England,"-has not 

been disclt)sed, and, notwithstanding the penalty 
prefixed, we confess ourselves unable to divine. 

According to the view here taken, the anticipa
tion must appear improbable, the reflection un
merited. So improbable, and so unmerited, that 
nothing, we think, but the adoption of the sen

timents and measures of suob <economists, by 
government, or the public, could perhaps bring 
it aoout. Assertions like these are· there read 

with great pain and uneasiness, and can produce no 

good effect, amollg a class of our fellow-subjects, 

whom, if it be Dot our inte.:est to coaciliate, it 



were wantonness to 'estrange, and nngeaerolJll.to 

insult. ' And if such were ever to become the 

words and feelings, not indeed of the Govern
metit, nor let us a moment suppose that disposi

tion to exist with them, but of the Public, or 
any considerable Party, and the opinion of our 
Colonists thence could reach us in reply, it 
would be expressed, we may believe, in some 
such sentiments as these. 

, We are not conscious of any thing in the 
, character, either of this Country, to make tbat 
, event so indifferent, or sf its Inhabitants, to 

'make it probable. To commend one or the 
t other to your notice might appear an over esti
, mate of ourselves. I f indeed you can see no

f thing in the present or future advantages of 

'these Colonies, that lDay be usefQl to your 
, power or commerce; if you would add, to the 

'desertion of our Red Brethren, another ex
, ample of the folly, and danger, of supporting 

, the cause, or trusting to the protection ot: Great 
, Brite.iu, you are certainly at liberty to abandon 
, the Oountry. But, for if beggdrs, we are not 
"convicts, or convict onlY' of Treason, which 
.( 'was Loyttty to you, and 'iJegqared by its con
'sequences, you are Dot at liberty to -sell or 
, cede us to the United States, nor was it upon 

f suth hopes or c~nditiOl18 that you ~ and· iVe 



I followed you, hither. We will tmdeavour 
, rather to confederale, and set up for ourselves, 
, and perhaps by unanimity and resolution, may 
'obtain from fortune, or the justice of our 
, neighbours, what we sought iu vain under your 
'protection. Only leave us at once, be.l'ore your 
, indifference has betrayed our natural defences, 
, or our children shall have imbibed those prin
, ciples, which brought our fathers into t~xile. 

, Yet think us not so insensible to the name aud 
, advantages of British Subjects, as to desire so 
, desperate an alternative. Let us rather advise 
, and intreat you, for our own sakes, and f01 
, yours, not to harbour such an intention, nor 
, use such language. You are so rich, so great, 
, and so distant, that perhaps you estimate the 
, lesser members of the Empire below their real 
'worth. Formerly the feet and hands accused 
'the body, but in these days the body would 
, appear to be co~plaining of the feet and hands. 
, Yet the blood, or treasure, supplied to them, 
'flows back to you by other channels, invig'o
, r'dting all b~irculation: there is no part per
'haps that adds not something to the strength 

( and welfare of th~ whole: and if 'e seem to 
, contribute little in our present infancy, mort\ 
, may be expected of us hereafter. You little . 
(know what the United States are doing on this 



, side of tlte Great Lalce, or what might be done 
, here by yourselves. Believe us, there is no
, thing in the one to despise, nor in the other to 
'neglect. It is in vain that you multiply, at 
, home, production beyond consumption, or po
'pulatiou beyond subsistence: either requisite 
, I;llay be supplied by us. Here you have land 
• that wants labourers; there labourers that 
, want land. Unless you can add to the extent 
, of your dominions there, or have some other 

• machine for making corn, transplant some of 
, your surplus inhabitants, and with them some 
, of your surplus capital, to this vast and fertile 
'Country, and we together will weave such a 
, band around the North Stutes of America, as 
, shall at least prevent their rising up, the mo
, ment you begin a war in Europe, to demand 
, the commerce of your enemies, ur attack your 
'own. By this time you ought to be too weil 
, acquainted with the character of that People, 
.' to expect from them, either neutrality in war, 
, or reciprocity in peace. Do not flatter your

e selves with the idle hope, '~t the new Re
, publics of South America, so feeble, so distant, 
, and div-ided, are to bala.'1ce the pow.er of the 
, United States ill this Hemisphere; or that the 
, population ,of Russia, unequal to the forests 
, of Asia and Europe, is to overflow, and meet 



'them from the PaciJiio; nor yet that any dis
'union among themtrelves can ever make the 
, people less enterprising, or their gmrernment 
, more inefficient. The competition and contest 
, that is to be tried with them, there is no Power 
, on earth that will do for you but yourselves, no 
'place for the struggle but this. Nor will this 
, long remain to you, if the possession is thus 

'to be stolen of yonr defensible frontiers, and 
, you will continue to negotiate with the Ame

e ricans, as though their friendship were certain, 
'or their enmity harmless. }"'or beware lest 
, )' ou think it more difficult to stop the coUrse of 
, the St. John's, or turn the St. Lawrence frow 
'the Ocean, than to prevent the American 
, People from driving us before them into the 
, Sea, and shutting you out from the land, when 
, they once establish themselves on those Rivers, 
, in that Tract and Position they now claim, and 
'attempt. If you can find in our connexion, 
, the inducem&nt of any interest, or the ob1iga
, tion of atfy duty, we conjure you uot to neglect 
, this question ... .vo not suffer a Boundary to 
'be recorded in the Map, whose very figure 
'will become a testimony of reproach to you 
, with posterity. Do not suffer it to be said, 
'that the Americans here treat the- King's 
'Colonists and Authorities, as they dare not 



, treat their OWB Squatters. For, finally, though 
, it should not be necessary to repeat what you 
'yourselves must already as well know, yet we 
, are afraid, ill the concerns of so great an Em
'pire, lest ours may be forgotten, let us ODCe 
, more warn you, that we, who acknowledge the 
, same allegiance, the same interests with your
'selves, are beset by a People, the most for
, midable of your rivals, the most implacable of 
, your enemies, and are in danger of being be
, trayed by you, as though you were not at the 
, same time selling yourselves. The territorial 
, and commercial concessions already made to 
, the United States, at our expense, have been 
'such, that these are now perhaps "e last that 
'remain for them to demand. Do not suffer 
, them to persuade you, aud do not persuade 
, yourselves, that it is merely a Tract of 10,000 
'square miles, of vacant forest, and J 500 im
, portunate Colonists only, that are at stake; it 
, is the connexion of your Provinces with each 
'other, of the Canadas with the Sta, of the 
'Canadas with Great Britaiq,. that you are 
, asked to concede; you are negotiating for your 
, last possessions in Amer., for the superiority, 
'for the very presencej of your Navy on its 
, Coasts; in short, though you will not believe 
( it, for the whole Colonies, and Commerce, and 



, FISheries, of the Western World. Or]f we .. 
'are mistaken in the8*} consequences, there is 

, one at least in which we cannot be deceived, 
'and which, though perhaps the least Impor
'tant to you, may be by no means the least 
, painful to us; It is from your conduct in the 

'present question that 'We are to learn l1t 

, future hoUJ to accommodate our own.' 



APPENDIX. 

(No. I.) 

EXTRACT from tlte Second VO/llme '?l the Serret Prf)~ 
ceeding of Congress, published at HostOll, a few years 
ago, by a Re~otlltion '?f' Congress, and UT/der tIle 
directzan f?f tile President '?f' tl,e United States. 
Page :225. 

" Augu~t 17th, 1779. 

"CONGRESS proceeded to the comideratioll of the 
" ]nstructions of the Ministers to be appuintf'd fot, ne
" gotiating a Peace \\ ith Great Britain." (Aj/Pl' oj lie" 
matter the Instructions stafe)-" The Boundaries of 
" these States are as follow "-( flere tile same Line i~ 
described, as in the (JdillitlVe 1'rea~1f (if' 17 k:J, ([\ j (f I 
as-' to tlte mouth of M. Mar!l's R~ve,. ill tlte AtLalllic 
Vaan' -when l!le lllStructiom proceed )-" and Ea<;t 
.. by a Line to be drawn along the middle of the St. 
" John's River from its sour~ to Its mouth in the Bay 
"of Fundy," (/ol/o71'ed by ti/il erpression) .. If the 
" '>,Ime can be ootall1eu flOm Gleat Hntain," 

011 tile 16tlt of August 17(;'), {l1/1l/her Comnutlee {j( 

Congress mach a .Repoll jill" Ii,e use of the Aml'l iUIli 
Commissiuner .• , eJlg(/g~d ill negotinting tbe Tre(/ty oj 



Peace, ill wltic4. the [ollowillg passage, at page 180. 
Vol. II. occurs"'!" It 1~ too be observed. that when the 
.. Boundaries of the United States were declared to be 
" Ultimatum, it was not thought advisable to continue 
r< the War merely to obtain Territory as far as St. 
" John's River." 

1'he Cummissioners appointed, 'Under the Treaty of 
1794. to examine af/d decide what River was trllly in
tended under the name (~f tlte River /St. Croix, consi
dered it necessary to obtaUl <!f Mr. Ja.'IJ alld l1fr. Adams, 
two qf the PleTlipfJtentiaries on the part f!f lhe UI/ited 
State.v in 1783, all tlie iTiformation in tlteir power. 
Mr. Adams, tllert President of the Uniled /States, was 
accordillg~1j examined, under oallt, btjol'e the Commis
sionel'.~. aT/d the second interrogation put, was 

" What Rivers were claimed to, or talked of, bv the 
Commissioners," (viz. u,ho 1Iegotiated tIle 1'reaj.~1 of 
17R3,) .. on either side, as a proposed Boundary, and 
.. for what reason? 

.. AT/swer. The British Commissioners first claimed 
.. to Piscatawa, then to Kennebec, then to Penobscot 
" and at length to St. Croix, as marked on Mitchell's 
.. Map. One of' the American Ministers at first pro
.. posed the River St. John's. ail marked on Mitchell's 
.. Map; but his colleagues showing, that as the St . 
.. Croix was the River mentioned in the Charter of 
.. Massachusett's Bay, they could not justify insisting 
" on the St . .Tohn's as the ultimatum, he agreed with 
.. them to adhere to t.he Charter of Massachusett's 
.. Bay." 

(Taken from tlte New 1"ork Albion.) 
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(No. III.) 

The joint Address of the Council and House of Assem
b~1J cd: New Brunswick lespecting the Boundar!} be
tween that Province and tlte United States. 

" To THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

It The joint Address of your Majc&ty's Council and 
House of Assembly, of the Province of New Bruns
wick, in General Assembly, 

II Most humbly sheweth, 

"THAT the Council and House of Assembly view with 
great ~urprise and concern the recent attempts made by 
the Governments of Massachusetts and Maine to disturb 
the possession of your Majesty, and the jurisdiction of 
thiS Province, in a Tract of Country on the Saint John 
and Madawaska Rivers . 

.. They beg leave humbly to represent to your Ma
jesty that the Inhabitants of this Tract of Country, so 
far as it is settled, are, with the exception of a few Per
Ilons, who have lately become St'ttlers, French Acadlans, 
and then deE.ccndant-., the first of whom removed thi
ther from the lower parts of the Country, soon after the 
Treaty of 1783, and the immedia~ly subsetjuent erec
tion of this Province. under the full faith that they 
were planting themselves upon British Territory. That 
gra.nts of their lands were at the beginning of the set
tlement made to the Settlers under the Great Seal of 
this Province. That Militia Companies were orgalllzed 
in this settlement by General C,\lt ~ETON. the first 
Governor of this Province, at so early a period as the 
year 1786. That Magistrates and Pansh Officers have 
been from time to time appointed there under the laws 
and Institutions of thiS Province, and the process of 
your Majesty's Courts in this Province has uniformly 
rUD thitrer. That the Inhabitants vote at elections for 
the County of York. in this Province, and that all the 

lpowers of sovereignty and jurisdiction have in fact befn 



uercised by the const.ituted authorities of this Province, 
throughout the whole of t.his TJact of Country border
ing on the Saint John and Madawaska Rivers, in the 
same manner as in any othl~r parl of the Province with
out question or di8tuI'bance quite up to the period of 
the Treaty of Ghent in the yeul' 1814. and from then('~ 
until the recent attempts at interference. which it is the 
present oqject of the Council and House of Assembly 
to represent to your Majesty. 

" It is well known that this Tract of Countrv is in
cluded in a claim to a much larger exteut mad~ by the 
Government of' the United States, before the Com
mission that was cstabliohed under the fifth article of 
the Treaty of Ghent. fllr setlling the BOlandary in this 
quarter, and was also claimed on the part of your Ma
jesty, before the same CommissioIl, al> belonging to your 
Majesty. It would be out of plrtce on the present o\~
caslOn to rnter UPOll the grounds upon which the claim 
on the part of your MajE'sty may he l>llpported, but us 
in some official dOcUlllcnts w}lIch have emanated from 
the Governments of Maine and Massachusetts, it seems 
to be held out that your Majesty is claimin~ a part of 
the Terntory of those ::;; ta tel> , to the cession of which 
their consent must be ohtained, it is proper to remark 
that the question of rig-ht between the two Governm~nts 
must be determined by the Provisions of the 'l'reaty of 
1 i83, which prescribes the line of demarcation, and 
that if what your Majesty claims as your just and un
doubted right accoT,tiling to the trne construction of that 
Treaty he finally confirmed. the Tract of Country now 
in question does not and never did de jllre form It part 
of Massarh'lsetts or of Maine, as de facto it is not and 
never has bern in tbe posses!.ion or under the jurisdic
tion of either of those States. 

" The Council.and House of Assembly conceive that 
upon every principle of Justice, and from a due reg'1I'd 
to the frIendly understanding happily subsisting be
tween the two Countries, the possessIOn and actual e:.
ercisc of jurisdictIOn, which existed at tll{' tlllle of 
making the Treaty of G1wnt, the instrulIlent .... hich pro
vided for a deciSIon of any cOlJflictill~' rlailll<; iJet'Aeen 
the two nations in this quarter, sl.ould have r~mained 
sacred and inviolat,r until that decision mny lake p!l1.(!P. 
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The Government of this Province has done no more than 
to exercise the ordinary powers of Sovereignty and 
j"rjsdiction, to which- it succeeded on the first erec
tion of the Province in the year 1784, and to which it 
has ever since been accustomed, and it was in thi~ 
ordinary exercise of those powers that the Licences to 
cut Pine Timber, which have been so much eoillplained 
of by the Governments of Maine and Mnssachusetti 
were issued-upon these complaints being conveyed to 
your Majesty by the General Government of the United 
States, your Majesty's Government, with that spirit of 
conciliation towards the United States which it has 
uniformly exhibited, directed the Government of this 
Province to abstain from granting Licences to cut Tim
ber on the Territory claimed by that power. This dis
position to remove grounds of complaint. and prevent 
causes of collision, having been thus evinceli by your 
Majesty, the Council and House of Assembly feel them
selves imperatively called upon to represent to your 
Majesty the doings of Public Agents of the Govern
ments of the United States, and of the States of Maine 
and Massachusetts of late years within this Territory, 
thus being in the actual possession and under the 
jurisdiction and Laws of this Province. 

H In the year 1820, the Marsha! of the District of 
Maine. professing to Act under a Law of the United 
States. cummissioned an assistant to go into the above 
mentioned French Settlement, commonly known by the 
name of the Madawaska Settlement. and there tllke an 
enumeration of the Inhabitants, alf being within the 
said District. This enumeration was accordingly made, 
and the Inhabitants of this Settlement included in the 
public returns, as Citizens of the United States, and 
part of the Inhabitants of Maine. 

I< In the year 1821, a Senator of the State of Maille, 
professing to act as an Agent of the • Government of 
that State, came into this Province, and seized and 
marked a quantity of Pine Timber, lying in the River 
~t. John, within our acknowled(;ed Boundaries, far 
below the Line claimed by the Umted States. as having 
been cut on the River Restook, in the Territory of the 
United States; (the place where this Timber was alleged 
*" ltDV .. heen cut. beiflg part of the Territory in dispute 

H 



b(~tween the two Governments,) and induced the persoll!'! 
who bad this Timber In possession, to give obligations 
for paying certam sums of money therefore to the Go
vernment of Maille • 

.. In tbe last year, J 825, the Governments of the 
States of Massachusetts and Maine, appear deliberately 
to have ado.pted measures to 81lbvert your Majesty's 
actual possession and jurisdiction, in all that part of 
the Territory claimed by the United States, whIch Ii. 
on the St. John and Madawaska Rivers. By Resolves 
of the Legislatures of those States, which have been 
published to the world, Land Agents were allth(.rizoo to 
convey to the Settlers in this Temtory by good and 
sufficient Deeds, one hundred Acres each, o.f the Land 
by them possessed, to include .their improvewents on 
their respective Lots, for a certain sum to be paid Jor 
the use of the said States. These Settlers, let it be 
remembered, are your Majesty's Subjects, the Lands 
thus by them possessed, are beld by Grants from the 
Crown, and these Lands alld the Inhabitants upon 
them, whose number now exc6f'ds fifteen hundred souls, 
have been under your M3;jt:sty's protection and Sove
reignty, and been governed in quiet by the Laws of this 
Province for the last torty years. The Land Agents of 
the States above mentioned, appear by their own shew
ing, in a Report which has also been published to the 
world, to have zealoe.sly executed theIr Commission. 
Early in the month of October last, they proceeded to 
the Settlement in que!>tion, commenced surveying tht> 
Settler!>' Lots, to several of whom they made dt.'Cds in 
conforl\lity to thl' above mentioned Resolves of the Le: 
gislatures of the two States, and finding there was not 
then time to complete their Surveys, deemed it suffi
cient to make a few Deeds, and then post uf Notices 
of the clispmlltion of the State towards the Settlers, at 
the Catholic Church, and at the Grist Mills in the 
before mentioned Settlement, of your Majesty's ~ub
jed.s at Madawa~ka, now uuder the junsdiction and 
Laws of this Province. They acknowledge havwl5 been 
informed, that the Permits from the Government of this 
Province to cut Pine Timber, for the approacLing 
winter, had been withdrawn, and reciprocate this Act 
of modeIution and forbearance onUthe part of- your Ma-



jesty's Government, by appointing an Agf'nt at Mada
waska, and another at the Restook, with power to 
grant pennits to cut Pine Timw, on the same rlis
puted Territory, which they affect to consider their 
own soil, and upon which your Majesty has desisted 
from exercising this accustomed right of Sovereignty 
while the question of Boundary relttains undecided, at 
the express instance of the Government of the United 
States. They make what they call domiciliary visitR 
to many of the Settlers, to whom they explain the 
objects of their visit to the Country, whom they state 
to have expressed great delight at the prospect of being 
received into the family of Maine, to have little confi
dence in the value of their Orllnts, and to ha.e made 
application to the Legislatures of those States for ob
taining Deeds of aU the Lands they have in possession, 
thebe Agents being authorized to convey only one hun
dred acres to each Settler,-not contented with these 
measures in the disputed Territory, they proceed down 
the Uiver St. John, mto the acknowledged and unques
tioned Territory of your Majesty, and there sound the 
dispositions of your Majesty's Subjects, to become 
Oitizens of the United States, upon a scheme of ex
change of Territory which they profess to set forth, and 
they report to the Governments under which they Act, 
that the greater part of these Inhabitants would be 
well pleased with the exchange. On their return to 
their own Country, they recommend to the Governor 
of the State of Maine, and state it to have been ap
proved of by him, that two Justices of the Pea.ce be 
commissioned, that a deputy Sheriff or Constable be 
appointed, that one or more Military districts be formed 
at Madawaska, and at a suitable time be so organized 
that they may have a Representative in the Legislature 
of Maine, that aut.hority be grantesl to sell to the 
Madawaska Settlers, the Land they have in possession 
more than one hundred Acres, for a reasonable consi
deration, and that a bushed winter road be cut from 
the head waters of the Penobscot, in a direetion near 
the head of the Restook, and continued to Madawaska 
or Fish River, the Tract of Country ttltough which this 
proposed road is to pass, being also a part of the dis
puted Territory befo1e referred to. 

H 2 
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Co All this appears by a do~ument published III the 
American Newspapers, furporting to be the official 
, Report of the Agent 0 the Lant! OfficE" of Massa
chusetts, and dated, ' tand Office, Boston, November 
10th, 1826.' 

"It might have been added, hecause it is a well 
known faet, which has been verified on oath, that these 
Agents also endeavoured to persuade the Inhabitants of 
Madawaska not to attend a Militia training tt en about 
to be held under the Laws of this Province, and offered 
to some of them, if they would not attend, to p'ly any 
fines that might be recovered against them for theIr 
delinquency. This attempt however was unavailing, 
for the General Training was held on the fourth of 
October last, in the Settlement of Madawaska, and up
wards of three hundred men under forty-five years of 
age were present at it: And the Crmncil and Assembly 
are well persuaded, that all the other attempts of these 
Land Agents to seduce your Majesty's Subjects in this 
quarter, from their allegiance. and to shake their faith 
in then titles to their Lands, and in your Majesty's 
support and protection, were equally ineffectual. 

.. Nevertheless the Council and House of Assembly 
cannot view these proceeding'> of the Governments of 
the States of Massachusetts and Maine, and of their 
authori7ed Agents, without great regret and alarm. 
They cannot reconcile them to those principles of mode
ration and equity, which have induced the two nations 
of late years so often to refer their differences, as well 
with rcgard to disputed points of Boundary, as to other 
matters of high import, to tribunals of their own selec
tion for amicable adjustment, nor to that spirit of 
courtesy and conciliatIOn which ought always to subsist 
between friendly powers. 

" Had any Pf<aCC Officers of this Province detected 
these Land Agents in the course of the proceedincrs 
ahov!' detailed, it would have been their unquestionab\,! 
duty to have secured their persons, and to have brnught 
them before the proper municipal Tribunal in this Pro
vince. for an infraction of your Majesty's Sovereignty 
in places under its actual exercise. For although your 
Majesty has thought proper to abstain from granting 
Licences to your Subjects to cut 'timber on the wilder-
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ness Lands claimed by the United States. the COUll

cil Ilnd House of Assembly have not understood that 
your Majebty has abandoned or means to abamloB, 
under present circuIUstances, any rights of practical 
Soverei~nty which your Majesty has been accustomed 
to exerClse in any parts of the disputed Territory, which 
have been, and now are, in fact, occupied and held as 
British Settlements, and under your Majesty's jurisdic
tion. In consequence of a remonstrance made by the 
Lieutenant Governor of this Province to your Majesty's 
Minister at Washington, and by him oonveyed to the 
Government of the United States, the Legislature of 
Massachusetts appears to have suspended the execu
tion of the Resolves above mentioned, until their Ses
"ion in the month of .lune next. But should these 
Resolves, or the additional measures recommcnoied by 
the Land Agents of the two States, be attempted to 
be put in force while the question of Boundary remailli~ 
unsettled, it may be confidently asserted that the Go
vernment of thlS Province will not tamely surrender 
the Sovereignty which has been uniformly exercised in 
the Territory in question, and the most unpleasant colli
"ionlS may be expected to eusue. 

" While the Council and House of Assembly deeply 
fcd the illlportance of a speedy settlement of this dis
putecl Boundary, they can by no means accede to the 
proposition for an adjustmeut made by the Lanrl Agents 
of the States of Massachusetts and Maine, in the rcpOit 
above alluded to in what they term an exchange of Ter
ritory, by leaving to your Majesty all the Lauds lying 
North Eastward of the Rivers ~aint John and Mada
waska, amI taking for the United States a portion of 
Territory. on the we!>t side of the River Saint John as far 
down as Eel River, far below the line now claimed by 
the United States. This would be to vary both the l .. ine 
and the principle of Boundary in this quarter as desig
bated in the Treaty of 1783. There is moreover en.
grafted on this pl'Oposition a right tf) the free Navigation 
and use of the River St. John to its mOllth, and such a 
compromise it is stated lVould be for til(> Ulutual advan
tage of the two Nations. 

" The Council and' IIouse of Assembly humbly COIl

ceive that the inconveniences <l.ud disadvalltagcf> to your 
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Majesty's Intercats of a JUV'2'T BoundalY ha\'e been al
ready so much experiencoo in other parts of your Ma
jesty's North American Dominion,,;, as to render it alto
gether inexpedient to adopt such a Boundary in this 
quarter, especially if the consequence is to be that a Fo
reign nation is to have a free right of navigation of a 
Great River lying altogether withm your Majesty's Ter
ritories for a distance of near two hundred mile~ down to 
its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, and to a coast hli vigation 
from thence along your Majesty's 'Territories for a dist
ance of sixty miles further until it meets its own sea 
board. The facilities for illicit trade, the exposure of 
frontier in a Military view, and the controul of t7Je com
munications between your Majesty's Provinces, which 
such an arrangement would afford to a Foreif!D PO'\\<er, 
are in addition to the relinquishment of a. large portion 
of very valuable Territory. most (',ogent reasons againtlt 
adoptmg it. The Council and House of Assembly Oft 

the contrary entertain the most saT'guine hope, that your 
Majesty's Government \\ ill maintftin the true principle 
on which the designation of Boundary in this quarter in 
the Treaty of 1783 was founded, namely, to leave within 
the Territories of the respective powers, the whole course 
of those GTeat Rivers, quite up to their sources, which 
have their mouths within the same Territories. This is 
a yrinciple in full accordance with that spirit of re:>cipro
ca advantage and mutual convenience. which was the 
declared object of the provil'Sional articles of Peace after
wards framed into the Treaty of] 783, which will make 
the line of Boundary to be a substantial separation be
tween the two distinct nations, will prevent that constant 
contact between their respective subjects that inevitably 
leads to dissension and difficulty, and will tend more 
than anyone circumstance that can he llamed to preserve 
the integrity ofeyour Majesty's remaining North Ameri
can Colonies. 

" The Council and Hquse of Assembly beg leave with 
great humility to lay this representation at the foot of the 
Throne. They chensh with undiminished confidence the 
persuabion t.hat your Majesty will continue to bestow 
that gracious attention and regard to the rights and in
terests of your North American 'DominionI' for which 
they have hitherto had so much reason to be grateful." 



(No. IV.) 

1'1.e Report of uue of till: A mericQIl Agents tu 1ii,~ 

( :uvernment • 

, Commonwealtb of Massachu8etts, 
Land Office, Boston, Nov, 10, H125. 

May it please your Excellency. 
Tn E Legislature of this Commonwealth palilSed sever. at 
resolves, dated 16th &bruary, and 11 th J uue last, III 

concurrence with resolves of the Legislature of the State 
of Maine, by which it was made my duty, III conJunc
tion with the Land Agent of the State of Maine, " forth
with to take effectual measures to ascertain the extent of 
the depredations committed on the lands belonging to 
this· Commonwealth and the State of Maine, by whom 
the same have been committed, and under what autho
rity, if any, such depredations have been made, and all 
other facts necessary to bring the offenders to jUtlticc, 
also to make and execute good and sufficient deeds, con
veying to the Settlers on the undivided public lands .on 
the St. John and Madawusk'l Rivers in actual possess lOll 

as aforesaid, their heirs and assigns, 100 acres each, of 
thtl land by them possessed to -include their iUlprove
ments on their respective lots, they paying to the said 
Agents for the use of this Commonwealth, five dollan .. 
each, and the expense of surveying the same. And also 
to sell the timber on such of the undivided public Landa, 
as lie contiguous to, and near to the waters of tile river 
St. John, in all cases where such sale will, in the opinion 
of the Land Agent, promote the interest of this Cam
mon wealth. " 

In obedience to, and in pursuance of .said resolves, and 
in consequence of the claim made by the Province of 
New Brunswick to a large portion of t,he State of Maine, 
and granting peJ.'lllits to :mndry personi5 to cut timber. 
and have, and stiH are exercismg jurisdictional powerl> 
over the territory and inhab.tants residing north of Mars
hiU, it was thought expediellt to make inquiries relative 
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to the facts, and that some possessory acts on the part 
of the two States should be resorted to without delay. 
The agent aforesaid took measures in the first place to 
ascertain whether any timber had been cut encroaching 
upon the territory of Maine, and if so, by whom, and 
under what authority. We ascertained from the lumber
ers themselves that a large amount of timber had been 
taken over our line, by permits issued from the Suneyor 
G-eneral's Office of the Province of New Brum1wick, the 
names of the persons having said Permits, and the 
amount they have cut. We also leamed that Permits 
were issued for the approaching winter. Undel· these 
circumstances, and to carry into effect the other resolves, 
it was necessary that we should make a journey to that 
section of the country. Accordingly, by agrel"ment, I 
accompanied General Irish, the Land Agent for the State 
of Maine, the beginning of September to BangOl·, where 
we engaged two men to take a batteau up Penobscot, 
Matawainkeag, and Barkenhegan Rivers, and over 
Schoodic Lake to Woodstock, on St. John River, and 
there remain our arrival. We proceeded to :Fredericton 
by the way of Eastport and 8t. John City. When at 
Fredericton, we called at the Surveyor General's Office, 
and stated to him we wished to obtain some documents 
flUm his office, relative to permits granted for cutting 
timber upon the Arcostook and Madawaski flvers, to 
which he replied that he could not furnish such docu
ments without first consulting the Governor, who was 
then absent on a journey, and would not return for seve
ral days. We observed to him, that perhaps when we 
explained to him more particularly what we wanted. jle 
would not thmk it necessary to advise with the Gover
nor, and if he would name an hour that day or the lJext, 
we would attend; he howevl'r declined acting untIl he 
had seen the Go/emor. We made a written commUl,i
cation, stating the substance of our request, amI that we 
were going up the river al:d would call at his office for 
~\n answer on our return. We then proceeded up riv{'r 
to Woodstock, where we found our boatmen, and after 
all things were in readiness, we continued up river, and 
about twenty miles below Madawaska river we met a 
Mr. Baker in a lumber boat coming' dowll. Mr. Bakel' 
formerly lived in Bingham, but now reside8 at his Mills 
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at Marymiticook, fourteen miles aboTe Madawaska 
river; he finding out our business, left his boat and fol
lowed us up, and overtook us a little above Madawaska 
river, and continued with us up to his place at MaryiW ... 
ticook. He is an intelligent man, we received from him 
much valuable information as to the cour~s, distances 
and forms of the lakes, rivers, &c.--also relattvt; to per
mits granted by the Province of New Brunswick. for cut
ting timber, and with the names, dispositions and cus
toms of the Madawaska settlers. He informed us there 
were eight or ten families, most of whom came from the 
States, now residing at Fish river, about twenty miles 
above his residence, and that Wilmot and Peters, mttr
chants of Fredericton, were now building mills at the 
mouth of said rlver. We did not conct,>ive it to be ne
ceJ!lsaryforus togo up further-we commenced surveying 
the settlers' lots of one hundred acres each, to several of 
whom we have made deeds in conformity to said re
solves, but to survey all the lots in the possession of the 
settlers, would have employed our time till mid winter; 
we thought therefore, it would be quite sufficient to mako 
a few deeds, and then post up public notices of the dis
position of the State towards the settlers, which we did 
at the Catholic Church and at the Grist Mills; thet;e 
llotices will probably be seen by most of the settlers. 

The water in the several riverB and streams being low, 
much more so than was ever know,ll before by the oldest 
inha bitants, and diminishing daily. we concluded it woulJ 
not be possible for us to return by the way of Matewam
keag l-tJver as we had intended, we therefore gave our 
boatmt'n ten days supplies of provisions, with instruc
tions to go up to Fish River, and from thence crolis over 
to Ban~or by the head waters of the Penobscot River, 
and make a critical exaulination of the country, noting 
the streams, lakes and rivers, and genet\l.ly all the infor
mation in relation to that section, that came to their 
knowledge. 

We then took Mr. Baker into our Batteau, and pro
ceeded down to St. John river, making domiciliary Visits 
to many of the settlers, with whom we conversed and ex
plained the objects of our villit; they all expressed great 
satisfaction and deligilt at the prospect of being received 
into the tamily of Mame, and were ready to take deedli 
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of their loUl, bttt most of them have in possee'!Iion from 
fOlu to six hundred acres, IUld are desirous ofpurehasing 
at a fair rate sufficient to cover their possessions; they 
have acc.ordingly made applieatioll1!l to be submitted to 
the Legislature for that purpose. The Eastern boundary 
line 'Crosses the St. John river about two miles above the 
grand falls-from the line to the Madawaska river is 
about thirty miles, the settlers are situated from eig-hty 
to one hundred rods apart, on each Bide of the mer, 
nearly the whole distance, we counted the houses, ;n all 
two hundred and twenty-two, averaging eight rersons 
in each, (which is considered a low average) wil make 
the whole number one thousand seven hundred and 8e
venty-six-they are a 'Very industrious, civil and hOl!1pi
table people, and well deserving the fostering care of go
Vel'Dtnent, many of whom have wants of their lands 
from the Province of New BrunswlC!k, but they have lit
tle confidence in the value of the gAnts.-Between the 
grand faUs and Eel river we undertook to number the 
hou&e'l! on the west bank in order to have soml.' means of 
estimating the amount of population, but the smoke 
came upon us from the burning woods so astoOishingly 
dense and suffocating, that we were frustrated in thiS 
design; we however ubtained some information from in
quiry to sati~fy us that there are over two hundred and 
fifty families. These settlers are composed of half-pay 
officers, refugees and their descendants, also many Irish 
and some Scotch. We conversed with many of them to 
learn their dispositions for or against an exchange of 
territory: we found, generally, the descendants of Yan
kees would bf' pleased with it, but the half-pay officer ... 
and tholle now in the employ of goverument, wo.lld be 
very much averse-the first are much the most nume
rOUB. 

The land on die west side of St. John River, gene
rally speaking, is of an excellent quality, greatly supe
rior to the east side. Tqere are large tracts of rich ill
tef"Yul; back of the intervals the land rises up a beauti
ful glacis, resembling urt more than nature; after as
cending thf' glacis yon come to extensIve tracts of table 
land, and further back to gentle swelh~ of hard wood. 
This description, however, is not without S()lUe excep
tions. The 8ettl~l's raIse large !:Iupplics of wheat, outs, 



barley. hay, and the best potatoes I ever met witb, and 
indeed every article that can be raised in New England 
they have in abundance, with the exception of Indian 
com, they are not, however, what we should call good 
husbandmen. 

The land on the Aroostook River is also of an excel
lent quality for cultivation: there are upwards ot-twenty 
families settled on the banks of this river; they aU do 
80mething in agriculture. but most of them employ their 
time principally in lumbering; they are very 8ll%IOUS to 
be quieted in their possessions, but we had no authority 
relating to them. On our way to New Brunswick, we 
were informed that the Government had received in
struations, from home, not to grant any more permits for 
cutting timber upon the Arcostook or Madawaska Ri
vers, until the boundary lines are permanentlyestablish
ed. This information has been confirmed to us Ly the 
lumberers, with this addition, that the permits given fol' 
the approaching winter have been recalled, which has 
disaprointed a great many who had previously got their 
80pphes up river with a view to lumber extensively. We 
thought, under these circumstances, it would be well to 
makf! some provisiOl's, by which they might obtain tim
ber from our soil, and prevent their disappointment, in
aSDluch al> the supplies they have of provisions, &c. ncar 
(Jur lineE:. would undoubtedly t:nable them to plunder, 
and would be so used if not permitted to cut. We ap
pointed, with this view, an agent at Madawaska, and 
another at Arcostook, with power to grant permits under 
certain conditions and restrictions. 

On our return to Fredericton, wt' called at the Sur
veyor General's Office for an answer to our communica
tion; he was not in his office. The Clerk informed us 
that he was at his h<Juse, as his dwelling was in danger 
from the burning woods. He (the Clerk) did not know 
of any answer, but that the Suveyor General wished to 
be informed when we called, /lnd that he would imme
diately inform him. We told the clerk, that if any com
munication was to be made, we should 1)e found at the 
Fredericton Hotel until Thursday morning. seven o'clock, 
(this being Tuesday)-we received no reply whatever. 
~hether it was the ;ntention of the Surveyor General to 
WJtbhold from us the information we wished. or whether 
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it was owing to the confusion the toOwn was in, in conse· 
quence of the conflagration of a large part of tIle village, 
we do not know, but we have reason to believe it was 
from the first motive. The information has however been 
fully obtained from the lumberers as before mentioned. 
In conversation with the merchants of the city of St. 
John, and Fredericton, we found they expressed gene
rally the opinion, that by the treaty of 17B:3 we obtained 
an advantage over them, which at the Lime was little 
understood; and that according to the treaty, the Pro~ 
vince of New Brunswick would be nearly disjoined from 
Lower Canada, which could not be submitted to; and 
that all that territory north-east of St. John and Mada
waska rivers must be theirs at any rate, by purchase or 
comrromise; should a compromise be made, as has se
vera times been intimated, so as to surrender up our 
claim to the above territory, and receive therefore all 
west of the St .. John river, a$ low down as Eel river and 
North Lake, we shall lose about one·half the settlers at 
Madawaska, as about that proportion are on the east 
side, and obtain a larger number on the west side, bdow 
the Grand Falls that are hardly worth having. As it is 
of importance to the British to ha-"e a frce usc of the 
Madawaska river as a hIghway for the transportation of 
the Mail, &'c. we ought, at the same time, to lequire the 
right of a free na\'igation and use of the St. John river, 
for the transportation of our lumber and other commodi
ties, to Eastport and elsewhere, without being subject to 
duties; and also that the several grants made to the 
Madawaska settlers be taken into account, and that com
pensation be made for the timber cut under the permits. 
Should a compromi;;e upon these terms be made, we 
think it would be of mutual advantage to both nations; 
for our present line cuts off a portion of the Aroostigouch 
river, where therl! is a large body of fine pine timber 
growth. 

We have recommended to Governor Parr;" (which has 
met his entire approbation) the following measures, to 
b~ adopted as expedient for the interm,t of all concerned, 
VIZ: 

That two Justices of the Peace be comlnissioned; that 
a Deputy Sheriff' or Constablc be appoiht('d ; aud thutODC 
or morc Military Dibtrictll be JOfll1cd at Madawaska, and 
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at a suitable time to be so organized that they may have 
It Representative in the I.eglslature of Maine; and we 
think It would be the interest of both States, that autho
rity be granted to /:jell to the Madawaska settlers the 
laud they have in possession, more than one hundred 
acres, for a reasonable consideration; and that a bushed 
wwter road be' cut from the head quarters at Penobscot, 
in a direction near the head of the Arostook, and conti
nued to Madawaska or Fish Rivers; the distance is ahou~ 
one hundred miles; the expenee would not exceed twenty 
dollars per mile, and it would J?robably enhance the value 
of each township through which it goes, equal to the 
cost of the whole road, and open a country that has 
scarcely been seen. 

I herewith have the honour to transmit a sketch of 
that part of Maine, as all the maps now in use ure very 
erront'Qus in regard to that quarter. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, 

and very humble Servant, 
GEO. W. COFFIN. 

Land Agent.' 



No. V. 
Comparison of the Increase of tke Qn1jual Export'from Great Britain, to all part. of d,e tv orl~ . 

to Me United States, the West Indies, ami the North Ame.nam Colonies, respectitJehi).fn1m tAl' 
Year 1774 to 1824, on an average riftell Years preceding each Period, according to ilsetr qfficial 
Valtte.-(Moreau's Table.) 

YeO\rs. Whole EXports. I To the United West Iudies. N. A. Colonies. 
States. 

1774 £16,406,110 2,316,737 1,289,006 344,551 
1784 13,837,621 . 443,358 1,411,149 858,161 

I 171/4 21,130,167 2,964,043 2,152,061 870,591 
I ]804 32,875,149 6,140,572 3,903,448 1,028,846 

1814 40,932,265 I 5,]38,646 4,!:J04,940 I 1,690,733 
1824 55,279,919 \ 7,997.692 5,162,219 1,911,336 

Comparative Increase of } 
r' I 

the se\ eral Amounts III 235 per cent. \ 245 per cent. I 300 per cent. ' 455 per cent. 
182.(above those of1714. 

! I 

Compa.rative Increase of I 

I per cent. II i P'" cent. : Ij per cent. th€ proportion or the j 
parts to the whole. I 

I 

-\ 
E:x ~orts of 1825. 60,898,632 I 7~141,285 I 4,870,835 ! 2,244,245 , 

- - .- - --



Comparisoll ?{ tlte Increase q( lJ1'itisn 

Great B1'ita;" and the 

YEARS. 

1772. 

1789. 

1799. 

WHOLE TONNAGE. 

Average of the Amount} 
cleared outwards on the 
3 l)receding yearR(I) . 

The like Avcragc(l) .... 

Like Average on 10 years(l) 

180S. The lilJ on 9 years(]) 
The Colonial re-
I turn ~ flU 111 1808 I to ]S14 are lORt. 

I 1824. The like on ] () years(l) . 
Comparison of the ) 
I bcvcrd l Amounts {, I in UI21 with { 167 pt'l' cent. Increase. 
1

1712. J 
I 
ICompari"on ofthe~ 
I proportion of the 
PRrtstothewholC

S
I 

in 1824 with 
H72. 

. ~ . . 

1825. Whole Amount cIeared(l; 
I ____ - ___ 1 _____ - ________ . __ ~ 

\ 1) :\Iorl'au'~ Tahl(_ 



It w7eole Tonnagf' inforetg,. Trade t:ktl1'cd,f~tAe U.ttd State" and Ike Brltislt North AmtriCllIl 
8, respectively> in tlte Year~ }769 and 1'825. 

iN.A.GE. 

a) 351,664 tons. 

1,114,000 tons . .. 
ler cent. 

-----_.~,!t r ,,~TISH COLONIES. 

EJ(PORTS •• 

1769. 
(d) Canada. Articl ••.•• ) •.. £50,404 

Shi . IndIt. 60 600 
(d) Newfo!!df!mIJ ~cle. 160,952 

Shipping built, 30 300 

New Brun.wick, A 16,435 
(d) Nova Scotia, }' 

Prince Edward'lIsl. . 
Shipping built, 110 tOI 

(e) Hudson's Bay •••..•. 
\ 

Whole &.taunt I 

1825. 

1,100 
7,081 

•• £f2a,878 

l'ONNAGE. 

(d) Canada. . . . . . . . . . 
(d) Newfoundland. • . . . . 
(el) Nova Scotm, } 

New Brunswick, 
Prince F.dward·8 Island, 
Hudson's Bay . . . . . . 

'Vhole amount 

. ~~ I 
(/) Canada. Article. . • £966,243 ~I) Canada .... :l35,896 tons 

Shipping built, ~,C;3t,. .. " 226,360 ~m) Ntowfoundland Qo,rmo 
(J!) Newfoundland. 764,677 (1") NovaScotia.. tl9,723 

Shipping (u; New D.unal ;:-k 274,2fi3 
(It) Nova Scotia. (k) Princ!' Ed. 's Is. 

(p) Hudson's Bay 

W!,ole amount. 689,87:.! 

68!).872 iuns. 

.t61O per cent. 

7,628 
10,468 

1,324 

25,410 

10,166 
4,580 
4,696 

12,161 

31,503 

.uthentlc lllformation. (c) Computed 
1'\ American sluppmg. (d) Abbe 
the exports to Scotland which IS 

tonnagc usually bears to thf'Ir eXfort~ In J825 their 
of 1772. It 1& to bc rememberc( that the exports and 

(e) Macpherson. \\ e have no acvount 
Computed In like lIlJUlncr from olbcw ar.counts~ 

tLr eight months of the last year. To which we 
ted trom officlal accounts of the 
) O/hcIs!1 returns of the value of 
"hon, which the tonnage of the 
lave no account lor 1825, as the 
lal accounts. (III) InformatIOn. 
IClal returns of the Out-Bays tor 1825, 

.od IIlfOrm.ltlO1i of the f'XpOrb, but INOt.. 

lndles bears to such tonoag') of the Port. (z) Officl.J 
for that ycar were much greater. (k) Of thIS Colony 
was, of 1821, 91,:nO. The nhmber of men IS computed 
iI2', as the returns of the Port tor last vear are only to 
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These Tables, it is hoped, wlll eonvt>y a favourabl<! 
tea of the difference between Colonial and For6lgn 
.1'ade. and of the increase and resources, of our Pro
,inces III North America. The imperfection and irre
rulanty observable in our Accounts is owing to want of 
~formation, which we hllve not the time. or means, to 
Lcquire. As we have reckoned the Ships built among 
.':xports, it is necessary to remark, that most of these are 
ntcnded for the English market, as remittances lor 
~oods, quite as much, as the Timber with which tht'r. 
Lre laden; and as this may not be the case with III , 
,ltd it is difficult to say with how many, the fairer way 

~
I}peared to be, to put down in the other side of the 

count, the Shipping built in 69, though these were 
obably all for domestic trade; this can make little 
iterence in the comparison, as our object is to measure, 

pt the value of Exports, with the United States, hut 
\e rebtive increase. On both sides, the vessels are 
omputed at the same price, £10. per tOll, tht!ir worth, 
r theu cost, in the Co\ollles, last ye~r. In strictness. 
('rhaps, th.e U llIted States should be charged, in 69, 

th part of 20,uOO trm!' the amount built by them in 
at year, most of whIch were then mer('ly a remittance 
Eugland, as now in the Colonies. ' This would con-

dt!rauly diminish the ratio of their increase, as their 
tuatlOn now mu~t hllVt' nearly deprived them of such 
1 expol L. 
The year of 182':) wa:;, indced a year of over-tradlllg ill 

le Colonies, as well as elsewhere; but no less so in the 
fnited Rtates. The extraordinary rise of their cotton 
ere, as well as other causes, made their exports for that 
car to exceed their imports by more than' three mil~ 
ons, (all event perhaps unprecedented in their history,) 
nil cxcct'd their exports in 1822, by sevea..and-twenty 
illions, of dollars. In 1769 the proportion of foreign 

'roduce in their exports was about I-30th. During the 
Xst twenty years it has frequently formed a half, some
l mes more, and seldom less than.a third or fourth part. 

The account of Tonnage cleared from the Colonies, 
ncludes ForeIgn Vessels. but is strictly exclusive .)f the 
oasting Trade, Fisheries, or Trade oC the Lakes. The 
\mericans calculate the average value of their freights, 
I1t and home, in foreigh Trade, at 50, or even 70 dol-
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lars a ton. (Seybert, 281.) As more vessels retum 
the Colomes lfi ballast, if'wevalue then V()yagt"s ... t ~ 
that sum, or even at £5. a ton, and take the tOllna 
cleared last ear at 700,000. (and were th .. returns co 
plete It would be found no less,) the frughts of th 
Country must have been £3,500,000. 

The Map, whIch has been added, of the Boundal'l 
Lme. 18 of course not mtended as any eVIdence uf oq 
claIm. but only to convey a clearer Idea of the qUCbtlOq 

1'IIE END. 

LONDOI'( • 
tl\OT~O!IT ,\!;U PAr Mt:R. I·R[lSTFll~. ~A\O) STBttt. 


