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our government a proportionate disregard of

w 78 cts, , probably,. what wiéls then poliﬁc, a
pig¥ailed to leavé things as much as pquble as they

were found, rather than by strict scruti

wlve alar#and to elicit the ill-will

Aeemak tenures differ in no essential way “from mud-
dud maaush; though, in some provinces, as ln B*al,

a small rent is paid, as before notxced

¥ o

" Jageers. The tenuré by jageer is recognized ba; our

government as resumable. It is resumable whei® the
grante*easés to exist: and so may the altumgha grant,
thongh ¢ from father to son in lineal* succession,” be
strictly sdid.to. be resumable, when the series of grantees
is at awnd By the law of India, the tenure by jageer
would be legal, to the extent of a decent maintenance tq,,
the holder, his wife and children under age.  Beyond that,
it is not in the power of the crown to alienate thé public
revenue; and the grantee must be of the class of persons
to whom the lay all(').ws’public maititenance.

The prevalencé of jageers seems to have had its o%
in the mode pracused by the Moghul government, fol-
lowing Timour, as “above noticed, o{ paying its servamts.
Men of importance in the state,~«  who had: performed
services (or favourites, doubtless also) received titles: but .
Jageers were appropriated peculiarly to military chiefs,
called munsubdars, who ranked by th ‘ missions for “
the coﬂmand of so many horse. For'each horse and
man the gnunsubdar was allowed, if on full pay,

_ eaght tho dfims, or two hundred rupees yedrly.- For

v

Q)s the munsubdar, for inftance, got an order on the
" province where hé commanded, . & the subsistence of his

»

ﬁ e . ) troops.
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“"Q" “This onder is vulgarly called adunca ortmzlza but
the"ward is M}st !mdzhaw, that i 1s, “as much "s
i1 lbosly” from u; tlm, a body, a&

khuwaiustu ant or require; so that, ‘in fact, 1ts

meaning is nearly synonyxg)us with that of dud madm
a subsxst*ce.

.
ty tl’Q‘»oiﬁcex;s of government this order, or tunkhaw,

¥

&
-

wwas made more specific; and a particular pergunnah; -

per}ﬁps, or village, or number of villages, were assessed
with shis tunkhaw or the pergummh or village itself,
given over in lieu of the stipend. The erowgy, became
weak, the assignee powerful; and thus a simple assign-
ment on the revenue for subsistence has grown into an
heredxta.ry tenure. *

L3

These four are all the tenures existing in India, which
were supposed by the English government to flow from
the crown. The inferior tenures, as nuzzuré durgah,
kharigé jumma, maafee, sirshikun, khyraat, nankar, enaam,
peerawn, fukeeran, churaughee, arc"y all either Arabic or
laer:nm words, doubtless introduced By the Moohummu-
dans, and were grants, by Moslem zumeendars, or ‘ta-
lookdars, or clxoudrles, &ec.; but as none of these classes
of persons could h."e, by law, aify personal right in per-
petuity to rent-free lands, ‘they could, consequently, con-
“wvey no such right to another; and therefore, in a quesgon
referring to" ubhc revenue, such minor grants must

be dnscarded y. |

M

Still Jess can we attend to the resuﬂe of this long list,
which is composed of grants of a smular nature, made b

o
Hindoos for the maimgenance of their religious and‘charls %

; a4 SEing % ’:.{ table
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table establishments,  It:is quite impossible that myof
ceuld ever have flowed from a Moohummudan
asaprivite grantsd they could not have affected the
pnbhc revenue. Burmutur, bogwutr, bhatatur, W
M, are grants of this kind: and with respect to_the
necjjote, also khomar lands, th€ former the zumeendar
' relieved from the revenue, by putting the whéle sum of
his ‘assessment on the rest of his lands, and cglum‘lg
this spot under his own superintendence, as the word : sxg-

nifies; the latter, )\A.‘S khomar in Hindee, in Persxarrvof '
khurmun, pxobably originated from the name dof a spot
near the. VIUSge, or in the most eligible place, where the
corn and other grain was brought to.be threshed and
winnowed. This spot was excluded from the revenue by
the zumeendars, and probably a considerable appendage
ad.]acenf They are heré- neticed merely to shew that
they are not overlooked.
4
The intelligent Ghoolam Hosseyn Khan, above quoted,
was asked, * Can a zumeendar give, sell, or alienate from
% the public assessment, .any part of his land?” “Answer.
# If he be the real proprietor he may transfer his »zum'een-
“ darry: but since he is liable for* the public revenue, if a
“ deficiency in thesévenues should be the consequence of
% such allenauon, the zumeendar must be responsible.”
He ought ‘to have added; and vmw land transferred

respoL lé, and cannot be relie that responubﬂity,
“into whose hands ébever it may be trax ed.

.
n.\'

" “The 1095 of reveritie which govegmas thus suﬁ'ered
by sustaining sich titles as the a s beyond-all beﬁef
enormous. The Moghul government, our predecessors,
ﬁi"ere;lot exposed to thxs, for, besﬁzs that they exacted

DL 0 L
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from the peripus who might hold rentsfree lands services
as an nt, such ‘as keeping up a force t@ preserve

the | peace of the country, and to aid the kiffg when o

sion reqmred, police " establishments, &e. &c., when adv:sb
able, the crown, knowing its right, stood ofi no cerem*
in resuming such grants,

Tirthe reign of Akbar, the revenue of the province of Ben-

gal, including however Orissa, as far as Rajahmundry, was

1,49,61,482 rupees; and the zumeendars (if they possessed
rent-free lands, which doubtless they did) were bound to
furnish, in eddition to their assessment, 23,330 cavalry,
801,158 infantry, 170 elephants, 4,260 cannon, atid 4,400
boats. The revenue of Behar was 55,47,985 rupees, and'it
furnished ll 415 cavalry, ,3;0 mfantry,gnd 100 boats.
Mr. Grant, in his Analysts, says, “1t§s not to be under-
¢ stood by this, that the zumeendars were bound to fur-
“ nish that number of troops, &c. in addition to the
“ revenue; but only .that the province was capable of
¢ furnishing them in case they were required.” But m
this I do not agree with Mr. Grant. The meaning is,
that when called upon, the province was bound to furnish
that quota, the capability being of eourse implied. The

&

small zillah of Tiprah is stated in the Ayeen Akburee to be

subject to a chief wiose military foree is 1,000 elephants
aqd 100,000 mfan“nd Coach (Coach Behdt) by a

chief who co ds 1,000 horse ands100,000 foot. Fhe
quotauon is %I thus “also ™ to furnish 23,330 cavalry,

&c.; besides, are'we to suppose that the whole province of
Belﬁr wd onmlsh 100 boats, its stated quata?

The' British goﬂemment has not only relxeved the
people from such burdens as these, but l!,as continued the
r— &Q O‘aj.
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old, and: admitted a great vanety of new - exemptions
mevague, and, moreover, has seldom, if ever, availed
1f ofthe distomary’ exercise of the power of resump:

. 3 8

‘l‘he translator of the Seeur-ool Mootuakhereen pays the
English a compliment to their liberality, at the expemd
-of their management, on this point. *In their dominions
“ of Bengal and Behar,” says he, ¢ they indeed resumed a
“ number of grants; but it must be allowed that they con-
¢ firmeg an infinity of others, one half of which_ afforded
¢ full grounds for resumption.” hy

-
.

How far it is politic, or even just, to continue these
exemptionsdiem the public revenue, will, I think, admit
of being \'1j§serious]y mestioned. J

& il i %

It is not where there is no stimulus to exertion that we
are to look for improvement; nor should one portion of
the people be made to bear the burden of the other in
supporting the exigencies of the state. 'What would the
people of England say, were a great portioff ofythe
finest lands in England, with all its inhabitants (for that
is in effect the case here, there being no other” tangible
property to tax) totéllly exempted from taxation ?. On
this point I do not, however, propose to enter at large ;
but shﬂl gonitent myself mth*avmtr shewn the law appli-
cable to such gr ants, in hopes that. it may be usgful, at

' lehst with referenc® to the prox inces yetgin the hands of
: govgmment % :

In the ceded and conquered provinges of the Dooa®, &c.
alone, there are now rent-free lands * beegahs44,95,177,”
as reported by the Board of Conumissioners; and stated
g»be “ supenor to the average value of the other lands,

' “ and
2 .. > -
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¢ and equal to those of the highest rent;” in which case *
they would yield an annual income of 1,23,61 136 ru
or pounds sterling, at two rupees pet beegahy£1,286, 1"
and in the lower provinces, exclusive of Cut- g
tack, there is stated by Lord Teignmouth; v ‘
from the investigation leld in 1777, to be

~ beegahs 88,75,942 ; which, at one rupee and , TR
a l'x‘plf per beegah, would be....oviiiiiiiiinne 1,256,391 .

making together the enormous sum of...... £2,492,564
2 P ey
Mr, €olebrooke, #n his Husbandry, states 'ihe free
% lands in ome pergunnahs in Sherefebad and Tajpur,
“ to have been ascerta‘ln'ed to be Free lands. Cultivated.
¢ more than one half of the whole 5 Beegahs.
« ¢ productive soil,” thus,....... .. 298,278 524,909
“ And, again, in other places;%.'... 143,042 301,131

“Total 441,317 826,040*

Here, then, is a grand source whence much might yet
be Jecqverqd to government. There is another in uncul- -
tivated land, which I shall now briefly notice. ,

# . _ .

The ancient tenures in existenceat the Moohummudan
conquest, fell, as I have alreadycgiewn; consequently no

ea of exemption {#@m reyenue, founded on them, can be

&
ined. - P R
sustaine »
; By the Moohummudan law the '?and revenue o£ the
crown was on the arable land only. That alone was

to thgshusbandman, who became the owner.
All othé? lands remained the property of the state, and

S R We!'e
* Husbandry, p. 18. -
. B

/ ‘. it ‘ m‘??i"
P % L -
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' wereready to be given away, on application, to any one
- who would undertake to cultivate them. If he did culti-
'vau;, well ; if not, within a rea,sonable time, which was
imnteito three years;: thg_had Qqs taken from h@, and
r&ht be given to another. Bxldﬁv therefore, it is‘¢vident
that no right can exist in_ any individual, or body of in-

~ dividuals, w0 any other description of land than that

which is culnvated
-3

*
Timour says, “I ordained that-the khurauj should be,
o levie*greeably to the produce of the’ cultivation, that
¢ the jumma should be fixed on the produce of the land.”*
The revenue per beegah, by Akbar’ssettlement, is calculated
at_one and a half to two rupees. Had the uncultivated
land been ﬁiﬂuded the amount of land-tax would have
far exceeded the value of the whole prodice of that which
~ was cultivated. The produce of a beegah of ordma.ry
land is stated in the Akburee at 4 maunds 12 seers wheat-
value,12 dams 12 40ths of a rupee per maund; or, per bee- ‘
gah one rupee five annas. A secondcrop might yield nearly
as much; both about two rupees ten annas persbeegah.
If half the produce, or one rupee five annas, be given for
the expense of cultivation, we shall have mﬁthing"fo spare
for uncultivated land.,

We see, therefore, that the pracuce of India corres-
ed"with the ‘written law in this; for in the reign “of
Akbar it was the cultivated land only that was measured,
it was | the cultivated land whose véalue was,g,scerta.med, and
it was the cultivated land that afforded the datum . for
making, his decennial settlement: and it was ﬁrom the
records established on that basis that the revenu‘e*s of these
N provmces

gl ) X : * Institutes, p. 363.
ﬂn«. & . ¥
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provinces were limited for ever, by what is called the
pei'manent settlement. Consequently, by the law of India,
all the uncultivated land (which is, according to Mf. Cole-
brooke; & one-half, and ,bout half of which is capg_ble of
« cultivation, the, other half irreclaimable, or i rivers
- % and lakes”)* of the whole of the three provinces still re-
mains the property of government; for without an express
equivalent and specification of revenue, there existed no
power legally capable of giving them away, bv any lawful

deed of conveyance or any legal mode whatsoevér.

x : -
' Nor: in equity, ‘can these lands be deemed ta have
been given away, because no equitable value was put
upon them by either party to the permanent settlerfient.
It was the productive land, the rent-payﬁ'hg land, that
was the subJect matter of settlement between the parties; -
and that rent-paying land consisted of ¢ villages ;” for all
the land of the country resolves itself into the land of
such or such a village. There are larger and smaller divi-
sions; but this is the most definite and best known, and,
therefore, Lfollow the native registers in adopting it.

The ?ﬁlantit'fr of land belonging to every village is stated
in beegahs: the boundaries perhaps specified, but pro-
bably not well defined. One of the contracting parties,
at least, (the zumeeflar), was therefore bargaaung for a
specific quantity of land. This quantity of land’ was the
land in cultivation, and must have beemso. ' The zumeen-
dar had no capital to eriable him to offer a rent to govern-
ment for land that was not imimediately productive; nor
could government hiive believed that he had, without enter-
taining the most extravagant fancy. 1T say, therefore, that
’ & not -

Remarks on Bengal. . 5 %
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"not only the law, buteven the equity of the case, is agamst

the alienation of the uncultivated land.  * <
-

B he dmcussxons which took place on the oceasic
the nent settlement, do not lead us to suppaose
government intended to give away the uncultivated lands. .
Mr. Shore, in his minute of 8th December 1789, bpeakm,g
of waste Jand, says, # the limits of the villages are left
« undetermined by.any marked boumlenes The quantity
¢ of land in each, though stated inbeegahs, is confessedly
% unascertained (by us, for otherwise t.]pé is a gratultous
cqn.qusxon) the proprietors may therefore extend their
pOSsessions and encroach upon the.present waste lands.

e boundaries of villages ought to be, and may be
ascertamed.; and I think the government ought to know
what it gives, and the proprietor what he nemélves:str
¢ Law says that the boundaries of culnvﬁ villages are
¢ well ascertained : if so let them be marked and.recorded.
¢ _If the plan (the permanent settlement) should be attend-
ed with the improvement expected, the limits of estates
will then become very important; and, some time or
other, there will be a necessity for defining th'em.”

,I‘ rom'thls it is evident, that Mr. Shore, the only mem-

- ber of the government of that day who displays an accurate
knowledge of the subject discussed Jid not intend to con-
yey to’ “the proprietor of the village more than the land
ascertained to belopg to that village ; which ascertainment
‘was “by be%ahs ” (whether medsured of by compﬂ&non
_matters nothing), to which the jumma, or money-rem, had
reference. , SRR

-

“
&
"
“

&

“
c“

“

b

~ Lord %omwalhs, mdeed in ms mmute, Februa.ry 3d

4, 1790, gives us reason to think that his lordship designed
:‘?’ o y *
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to be more liberal than - his colleague; for he say& ’
¢ the rents of ‘an éstate can only be raised (to the profit of
“ ts Propnemr), by inducing the ryots to cultivate the
muabk articles of produce, and to clear the ve
“ tracts of waste lapd, which are to befound i almost
“ every zumeendarry in Bengal.”” But his lordship, in
the preceding paragraph, has just told us, i answer to
an argument of Mr. Shore, « neither is pr iting the
¢ Jandholder to impose new abuabs, or taxes, on the lands
“ in cultivation; tantamount to saying to him héshall not
“ raisethe rents.of his estate.” But his lordshlp has not
told us, if a landholder may not raise the rents of his lands
in cultivation, what profit he is to derive from lands paying
money rent (or a spoc1ﬁc quantity of grain named), by.f in-
“ ducing ryots to cliltwav. o more valuable articles of pro-
“rduce.” And “did his lordsh1p ‘ntend giving away, for
nothing, the Whole of the “extensive tracts qf waste lgzd
, “ in Bengal?” Thisis not understood by the g gov ernment,’
nor by any one; and, therefore, we may fairly mark this
as a most inconsistent paragraph of his lordship’s, con-
veying nomeaning whatsoever. :

The act, under the authority of which the permanent
settlement was. made, gave no power to grant waste land.
Ivis the 24th- George III., chap. 25, sect. 39. By this ~
section, the Couf® of Directors were required to give
orders for settling and establishing, “upon princxples, of
““ moderation and Justice, according to. the laws and consti-
“ tution of India, the permanent rules by, which the tri-
4 bute, rents, and services of the rajahs, zumeendars,

- % polygars, talookdars, and other native landholders,
© % should be in future rendered and paxd' to the Umted

b Cm“my o o .
; : : ‘Her%
el Wt
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Heretheren no authority to give away waste hmd, or .
hncuiﬁutedhﬁ,ormdeedland at all; nothing in thg
most rémote sense authorizing the gwmg any permane
- right_to land ofsnykm?i Itis “to fix perm ’f

for the payment of rents, tributes, and services, :
“ fgm native landholders,” such as rajahs, zumeendars,
5 p&'iygm, talookdars, to the Company; affording a pre-
~ sumption, indeed, in direct opposition to the idea of pro-

perty in the soil efisting in any of the classes of persons
mentionu. And these “rules for paying rents” were
ordered to be fixed “according to the law and constifution
¢ of India;” which debars, even the Emperor himself,

b gwm giving away one inch of was?g‘ ~or, any other land,
wi’&)pt an equxvalent. . A
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I Now come to the sources of revemie: available; and
taxes lqviablé by law, under a Mochummudan: gevern=:
ment: in treating of which I shall endeavour, also to
statg, what Jm.posts, defacto, existed under the Mﬂdm
'qi‘dnn governmen]; of India. It must, ‘however, be. w
mouslv' &ms.rked, ﬂlat as the Moohummuda.n law was. *.t
r a pedple, nine-tenths'of whom were Moohum-z 3
mudans, when it came to be applied to a people, as in -
Indla., of whom gane-telths were not Moslems, it csuld

rcely be hopedithat a very literal adherence to it waa
practicable, or willnow be found. The general prmclple!
of the law, however, were no doubt observed ; ; and to
shew this must suffice. » o o

*& . % y

By the Mf)hummudan reveinue laws""‘;lg 'tmcudn is *
made between the Moslem and the' Kimmeey or M .
Iem'silb.)ect, towhxch“s necessary to attend. qu ]
tion is &rest with respect to the land revenue; it

)|

L




4 p‘qfu%mer ) - lmder the name
“or_pious benevolences, tause thmwa'd because.
reader will recogmth. e s :
s i i
B t as India was eonq#red by foroe ofarms, d &e’
.mhabltanxs were suﬂfg#‘to ten%h;n ity m%m lands
were restored to them on payin @plmtlon tax and
* the khurauj, or land revenue, by laaw ‘the whole land of
o Indm urau_]ee Jand, the Hindoo and ot.bei' mhabnan.ts,
Be%evers, are Zimmees, and the land is liable to the -
ﬁli rauj, whether it be in possession.of a Moslem. Q‘,of
ee. , This §s the law of hum udan conquegg
* and the facg corresponds with the laW,
: and &hurayj cannot both-be exacted froi |
- eonsequently, in India, the land revenué b
 Moslem and a Zimmee, by law, wouldgbe 1 the . sauie, and
"-'sodefadoztwas l' oM ST :
e . o
”dt'fhe public revenue, by the Moohummudtn ltivt"h
&nfwn‘fmmrth following sources,, The M\m
; _of the soil; the khurawj, from ‘the pro=
. fmm the land, lf ﬁxcd.
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e ot nponumm‘ mposts, mm»
'h:Ese are termeq,,_: ooshr, vﬂuch sfﬁ;ﬁes a ten ity

or ten %:ent. on ‘the produce of tlthe lanaf ..
only Mesfems paid. Tb;. ooshr, or tithe of producef‘

¥

neze? levied in Indm, as already stated, because the ooulgi o
x i&vmgbeen s vgﬂ by force of arms, and tlm in
o.remain in it as free men, their rig _
o ) . TR
“agreeing to pay the leﬁl imposts,
lands became khuraujee, and not . *

- .‘

IR u‘,a Ex{"; '

whowﬁsmnedﬂwm maaaherj_,.,‘ chatns,..aoanfr,
or aaslier With the additign of m - in fact, & "
df the safne word When the Hebrews w
ion of Canaan, M
‘possession therex'es shoul‘
dfo-wp@?of tbemosgﬁoumhmg




. of e For example, the prmcxple of tjla
;, _that the lands ofa Moslem shall only pay M% ngLe b
'n%n-Moslem subJect, éﬂwmg ut though bslem

* purchase the khapaujee land: of Zlmmee (non-Mos-
. lfegngggﬂt q:ntmues,\uevexﬂléless, to pa‘fkhurau‘], because
tﬁi'hw Tolds’ the -soil liable: the right ~pif’gqyemment
tb thg kurau_), or, as the law has it, *the rlght o 311&,
‘ trqops (and other public officers to whose use the, Khu~
. is by law my_ogl"lated) mﬁb&iwe defeatedff’
'y

BB §

a
’?' "The khunu_] was fixed in, two- ways:
cx:ple of a share in thé‘produce, s a half (the '

i thu'd or a fifth; the last consxdaﬁ as
eptreme This settlement was termed ¥

' ;'_4_5 kismut, division, i. e. the cultivator

‘*oduge with the statg. The principle of thi
ﬁ:qe’ibr lar to tlthmg‘ the- rate only lﬂ’l
'&hd ‘in

e R TSR o
' _her mode of ﬁung the khum&whmh

possesse
rate of ﬁmrauj
e et



ﬂs ymdueq_a certain crop. The quanut; of the ndis
nown ’y,‘m&suremgm the rate is fixed ; consequently

- the quantum of revew“ls ﬂx . By the former, qr’,inod‘
kausmnah settlement, “the ‘qughtum ‘,‘l‘tev enue was not
ﬁxed but depen?c;d on the hirvest and on the cﬁé'\'t- t'

.tign. o : O
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,‘e khurauj @able, under the mookahtua*}l setr’
nt, v*ether‘due owner cul@twﬁr not; provias&
' ited from Woing so by sorfl® inevitable
: ution, “blast, blight: or if e was de- .
s ﬁel(T by ﬁrce, he. was not habie A cof'n-

Juree

‘K word ]ureeb hﬂ‘f- Heb. 2072 ra,
avﬁsel, a re,Buwtorf But its uwMe Hgb Vs
seems restr to a measure of capacity. *9{ qus

g gﬁg aswyderstood by the ‘%

"ws";g . 4




beaboqtumwmamdnidfmrhnms
f*’,’lpan L&‘Wever,lnsswtedntthree irhum:
Mtake t value for the wheat, the land m?enhe!m
mxentdagumebgfdgycropxslhree?hiumgmaﬂa
¢penny st.erlmg,orone rgeesﬁl* annas per beegah »

ﬁ'ﬁppears that %efora t:he time oﬁShere Khan the
. ,}noo‘kausumah settlement prevailed in Hindoostan..  The
Ayeen A]aburee says, ¢ Sher Khan and Selim Khan,ﬂo‘*
- nbollshed the custom of divi the crop and nﬁel
“ d‘l)easurement of the culnvat&nﬂs, used m
of thirty-twe fingers. Andnkhu eems’; ‘e fes
’fhe mookausumah settlemen& } n
‘of'the government shiire, in sonflé of' ing
the fifteen soubahs which composed ﬁpue, ten
measured. The remaining fivesoubahs 10t measured;
‘but the revenue was settled T)y nussuk, or '
agd valuation of the crop before harvest, and. W Padm
) moneﬁ This was thé custom in Bengal. s i
g, . » ‘&, M.t
The soubghs not mmsured were Cas orfCQuI\,
Tgtta, Bgrﬂ,ﬂ(handeés, and Be eas :
wegre Behar (part at least), Allshabad, % *ra,
v t, Ajmeer, Dehli, Lah&t Q,nd Mo

of e was Exetfu the revenues; lmtnn
cases of &pndcnm? Io;::nf u ble 4

it
veu




mdthemoant:sknown bytfre namofthezmdm‘
Ja.m,mypshed.anlsezp .,,:.

LT e
The Moohum% dap,lav” I haVe‘obsened, allows

the khurauj to be"levied as hagi as ofie-half. +Some law-
yers say,®as much shall be left to the husbaridman as will "
np&.wm his familyy servants, and cattle till next crop,
and @l the remainder ghall go to the.crown; but one fifth
dﬁ’tﬂpr uce is.. the equitable and commendable
n, - being Me the oBshr, or double githe. The
m - e forlne;\ rulers of Hindoostan took
#hiey imposéd a variety of other

« onellixth; but then

“ imposts, equ:tc the whole quit-rent of Hindgostan,
4% which Akbar abolished: among these, the capitation
% um”“nd according, to‘Phny, the husbandman pudf

Wd'theemmaae » E :

thshmh tells us, ““that Allah the First m'dered wm
“ of half nual produce; that he appéinted officers
“to superititend the sollgcbors, who were?&lkrgdm take
'b,;irq thalt th eendars levied no more from the ppr ,
“ furmers than il propomon to thve esti ;

.\




mmmﬁqmd&memm duuut '
ces are known to Ind.la atﬂuﬁ'&}yrhﬂqr&e"
aﬁwf tuccavi'; and the custom of maki

'uﬂd‘dmost nmversdly, nuan hold'

-

- We may. comp‘ the 1’&1:08 of aséusment in Indla,
d@lﬁg the Moghul government, with thosefrecognized by
the Mbohummudan law. - In the proyince of Behar,, fok=
instance, the measured lind ofid38, out of 199 p
mahs, contained 2,444,120 beegahs. ™ ‘Sﬁ‘ppose eve&

gahto be rated a8 dry crop dand, - the'

“three shillings, it would give £366,6
Mlm), a.ndwemthegu‘ M o
in«thé‘flkbw'ee at rupees 43,16,004 RE:
krengg rupees 6,49,824 (£64,982): whi
against.the superior revenue Fhichawonld fall: t@e levied
from that part of the lands which produced green erop,
which%paid five shillings, and vineyards as high ‘g ten
shillings, the éstimate will bring the amount of assesune’nl}:‘;lE
fixed by Akbar on the_cultivated lands of har as
%z‘ﬂqcp&ﬁd by théMoohumtiudm 1 it umscesg

sup'. in an mqmry hke this, to'trade it; ‘e» # w
N ‘t ..’_“

'-or chan

'u,gas cmlry and mwgg ‘  e iu
e o e %, w ik © : ¢_L- IEs 4 S sgpcod #‘3 _!‘m; it
/ @ ! - Zeylll. 53 o 1 1' AHmr& N 4y by
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the pmdum‘%omaubfwmﬁ the’ pleasufeyof the #ots,.

“reac matket price:. a.nd}f therybu .
vere not the lands were ‘measured
into 311@%% olsssed mtoﬁrst, second, and 1rd~g}aues

roduc of :the first class was to be estimated at.

kherwars or ; that the second at two; that fﬂe'
third class at o r‘sie average ‘two kherwars,
per  jureeb: m one kherwar, to. be .taken
as whegle theaother half as barley. The settlement “or
~Assessment ‘was tosbe for one-half of this: so that for
1ureeb¢§“oi' land watered as above, ten kherwars of

¢ and ten, of%ﬁ ¥y were payable.. The barley was
f thi of wheat. Or if the ryot chose to

#

ney he mig tuatgthe rate of five miskauls* of ~
silﬁeil(&ﬁluaﬂbou five shillings and Sixpence sterling) per
load, for vﬁ‘heat, an&two and @ half miskauls per load o
, barley (two shﬂmgs and nine-pence value): so trmt, by
this reckpnmg, the khurauj of a jureeb would be four
shillings and two-pgnce sterling, or two rupees one. anas-
whch%uld be one-half more than the rate ehagged by
“Akbar,  But then a tax was levied by His Majesty Akbar,
5 m J;etum the cares of royalty, of ten seers of wm :
beegah of cultivated land throughout ﬁe
« kmgdom ”1- | ¥

‘_“Thls would nnse the )ngd-tax of Akbar td'

;mouf ed (:?ﬁ o

w‘luc'hiﬂ (‘ied on rain for thei wh1 wouId m—

b\ib\}hg&}gnmsh génera_'" fg ﬁx b VA b&t

v‘m-:lﬁ.{ﬂ' o Sm ¢

bt ’f,ya.wl .ﬁiam is eqm w 6 anas: 07
{g}nms. or 2rupees 12pianes, - K o H v

.;mu 4!69!1:, vg.l.p ?87 -“' »

- ¥ )
578 ey



by many; to be a fourth of the produce. ﬁ w§onot con-

firmed to them till the reign of Fer

itw  imperial firman, about the year of our Lord "M.
of one shilling and three-pence of the produce, -

aﬂw 8. 8 dec. per cent, making together with the ‘

dusmukhee fifteen per cent., or about onewsewmtho!‘ dzé"

.‘APoonah);i‘ c. was
atigs on those: provin‘bwf '! A MEREV)
*@« ™) i ,a;'jm"
reveriu :
. s has o Ji :
Med by conventionj'. %f arbitrary, * The Bunne ;
- Toghtin, wfbe%by paid melh oostr, that s,
; -ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁhg astribube. A M‘ &> : r%*
%, S m‘*;z W‘
i i w i 0
FEo lﬁ“ - 7 % ? ,‘,5; 7‘91«» s, .’»M:_;"; i




were qangnxn “the Moohummudan dommnols. '!!;e
A][nslemmd&e Zimmeé paid only once in one yeu,ﬁﬁy
the & chant was charged gs often as he Passed
“into the Mn&&u dominions. ¢ o IRCEE B x
I R P
Mmm& by’ MMoohmnnmdan hw. )-ﬂ th
sole thhecnboms. "Fhey.are levied, ‘as is stated,
“ for the protection of the“ﬁ*oads from . robbers. and
. thieves ;" and' it is remarkable that it is the sp.?%lay
the vld English law, and that the same reason is
by the English lawyers for levying® customs,  that they
 are vested in the king, and that forei merdwm
“ 10 chhalgwblewh donblemutnms”* ! Fisria

g “za&ﬁgi,
lﬂ i-rha.ﬁerdore, ﬁpperae% would be leviable

ﬂp memhindmﬂ Hadoos, \

jects, in




g %“t # anﬂ Who 13
' “nPOrtan - Iﬁ a‘“ﬁ' terms
Tt is, ‘Vhowever, only “for btood cattle, Uhﬁ &

5 curious. - hwyelﬁ,say dm

e 1 15k wa@m,,,,@
gl oy A Mslensiy, only, itted to the
o Paymg zukaut. 3 ¥

vy e R §
s R Y aiir |
e ‘g‘! »_;t - f 73 1:79:& m
ot < I g - SRR R
; . ] ; ! Ny
é % ot \"F a



forty is: the ‘lowest ta.xable l‘;umber
wof thesf‘; nd paid oﬁq, but for one hundred an
no more than one was clmrgeable; From one ]
, and twenty-one to two hundred, two were payabh}‘x’and
one per cent. for, every one hundred above that nuﬂﬁx 0
that one per'cent. may be stated as the zukaut on ’%“

' s ¥ N ~%§ ‘w e
‘ Gnhorusﬁnemmga,b‘rood stud“ Homs pai A'
if y‘thelﬁselv" no ?Wres if by th%m&ves,
when they‘ "kept tog er. 'n'l'h




. was twenty misk
i éums of the latt the same v
gag cént, a,pd tbwm&pé

,,,,,,,,

manA.eﬁn isJiable to this i impost. _If a dyer, for examp
purchase a stock of dye, should usvalue amount to
dre d dirhums \!nd#e keep up%hls stopk for"a year, ke
is 1i zukaut.,, Every thing &at yxe]ds profit.
‘liable to this tax, wh@ay Begcalléd a spedxec
The luﬂ of the dyr is. theiptqﬁtormcrem
$ *u“hmb ) lnw here connempl;% Everytﬁuig. for s




: bwden Mtlrem to the sm:e.‘""i.i

*

; ' ¥ s - - . BT g X g
v Unﬂét'xﬁis%ead may be classed * expiatory sin o

s incumbent apon‘ him” Tt is
Bout nine poun(haﬂdfa half) &
‘the samé'of dates, or of dry.
‘f. donon ee@ &sﬁwﬁ]“’
of the month'®f shuvaal, fmme-
ﬂnmuznﬁn, the Mw}gnmnu-“i
1%’*‘;;.*% ﬂ. '“.-«!,*

“ fifigs” and “ things oﬁ‘ered by vows,” as they ,‘

Lo Timo tlurd muusmr Wa@sﬂgmd gh
r 7', , ﬁng*?el;‘giﬁs dbn@&
¢ "'.%“,'T-M b ‘." iy ,. $ WE . L3 ‘ b 3"
T m '1‘1“5 i wﬁ,ed b
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pgthmg‘fs. bk
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xdolasexwf Arabw p@ﬁ{
ated by the birth of {
'ﬂme had the option of the.
uféﬂnters of #i oﬁxer‘ untrié

in Aragm proper even the
ool kitaub (lit. people of the book;

.,

a dmne revelatlon, gieam%

‘1:.

declared to be eligible, even in Ambm, to secure’
their protection by paying the capitation tax, The anthor

Wnoos says the w%‘ mugoos is an Arabi

: cmglpﬂon of U"J’ 2° may . gosh, whichsignifies “smal
eu*’ a name which % founder of the mq' I hgloxxot
from w remarkable smallness ¢ ii(s ears. Thf mujoosee

ie wﬁhlppers of 1 ﬁre “ g gy s maze, themoon,”also

ol mtg, e moogh, fire, a xorshlPPef of
word fidolatér ™ is Ly @wumt o
T guﬂ;or of the Soorhuh




mi, bmeﬁlesameroot
b theabove m&%hg i quthun,
fmt. Henecmmzaam,
says the lexic < mg)es
denotes gene ybngx}, of
Strength. Itis ‘also said of a
(‘&' impetus it goes to and E&;&
o e
ation tax is, from the wealtliy,
¢: from the mjgdle classes,

o, the laboum';}'classeb, twelve dir-
mstalments ﬁ%e ownet;k:f ten

thduéaml ums (oﬁ ¢en thousand, as some say) is
held: mt‘b%in the first o thehe (the fvealthy) classes; the

second’ class gonsists of those W have ﬁopertv, but are

not alwgetheg mdepqndent of their labour, the thlrd

class reqlni‘es po explanation. ¢ L/

: e

. This tax must have been enormously producﬁ;re', in

* India.. An annual tax on adult and able-bodied “thales,
of - from two pounds eight shillings to twelve shlllmgs
sterling, on a [Epulauon of eighty oxone hundred mlllrdq
a.llo&ing ohe-sixth to be *Moohummudans, and mnefore

‘not chqrgeableo would be #normous. Take fifteen ings,
(seven rupees) as'the average amount; and allowi for
fema chﬂdren, &e. mkeone-smth, or fourteen millions,

’ xmh r of the non-Mmslems, ‘the
‘ atnoutﬁinr%& would be nmety-exghtmﬂhonsg or about |
ten millions of pounds sterhng moge a twelfth part
of the whole lan Indii, even in_the ragd e
ﬁm , which, for fiis oo’ soabs, was m@ at Mt

bnndred ami?sutﬁn millions <terlmg

b
.

, ; : 1 * ' ’{' Bt!t
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L4 TAXATION qp nmwm .
)

J But the %pm&r tax ” extrem&)y’;ﬁm _.ou
as often x;evmuﬂ, till the reign @
who, at the mteroessnon of “Ra,]ah

year 17§‘Ment} years only prio
“ Dewanee of the provinces og'?e
ta'the Company : so that, if thek
must be many Hindoos new’ livi
thosg-of the age oﬁmety and up

This tax, though well known i in- pey eh ‘
sidered in India asg#i*highly 1gnomxgxous lmpost‘& _;I'hé
reason is two-fold; {irsu being lev1édwnlx }ﬁom nqﬁ&Mos—
lem subjects, it marked an gbvxo Thstmctlon amoiag
the people; but, secondly, the very: word§of the law which
imposed it convéy the most pointed degradation s B
positively enjoins, that the jizeeah shall he pa.ld by the
Zlmmee in a humble and humiliating_ posture. " ¢ They

¢ shall pay the jizeeah with their hands ., :lo Ry VU
“ hoom saugheroon, and themselves ifi ‘'a humble posture;’
but which words have been mterpreted by some to conveya

3 still more degrading meaning. These tell us the receiver
of* the tax shall call them to him, and say:to them “ pay
“ the jizeeah, you infidel dog,” gnd when he has paid it,
s he retires, he shall be kicked out. This-no: hw-g:ver
could ever have authorized, not even a*Moslemy#Tt is the
intérpretation of a fool and a bigot; but su;Z:s of im-
-portance, as it tends to illustrate the re ble"degree
" of repugnance which the Hindoos evinced ) the tax. Tt
was not the amount ' they,objected to: indeed a Moslem,
: who pmd zukaut on his property, u;“uch more, pro-
bly, than_ the jizeeah. %heneve?‘ ‘the question was
v agitated,

« « ~ %
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i e ’iaxﬂwh@ the Hin-
ot my mtenhon tg“reeommend the
but it cannoé‘mebe-‘hsn'ucme
to knqw the taxes, and the nature

f pnze or plunder takenwﬁm
és, egtre%lre trove, wrecks.
,'during the conquering days
t have been a very productive
_ thinrr taken in war a fifth
&enhm the 5 Q four-fifths to the

Akbar, in h}s 1 ctions to his Fojdars, directs them
“ to'gct with ﬁdellty in the division of plunder; a fifth
“ part of which-he shall send to the royal exchequer.”*
The produce of mines of gold, silver, copper, iron, lead
(some say quicksilver), paid a fifth; but not limestone nor
sulphur, nor precious stones, as rubies, dmmonds. Metals
only were chargeable. v

Treasure trove. 'This term was applied to “ coin fsmld .
“ hidden in the earth: ;’ it paid a fifth. But if it was of
Moslenmqmage, it was advertised for the owner; if of Inﬁ.-‘
del coinage, the fifth was immediately paid, and thé re-
mainder went to the original owner of the land wherein
it was found ;_or if in one’s wn land, or in a desert, or

in land belo to no one, the remainder went to him
who found 1t. The fifth of wreéks, dlso, went to the
treasury.. 'nla:i- W Figel s P

. # g‘Trea-are
i “ Ayeen Akburee. .‘bt ;

.)"-
¥ x 9 & »
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e

Tren.ég ve W sl
“q perso?‘&:g;hd 3 -
¢ a fifth w Mu?oym
“ g6 toythe ¢ g¥ner of th
& owngr,h:wﬁom the
“ guest©f the country, or hls :
“ owner by any other telj’ :

«’faﬁle crown.” Timour’s th

collecpon of these dutles.,
4 &

,-., o

lOtb Escheats When pre

Y

e %

. ; 3 the~M00-
humrrmdanfmth, wls probdble that eeohex oceurrved;
for, by the Moohummudan law, dlﬁ'e% of rehgmn bars
inheritanee : that Is, if either part% oslem. »A Hin-
doo-cnndt inherit of a Moslem, nor a Moslem of a Hin-
doo, but a Hindoo may inherit of any other sect of non-
Moslems. -

T%)om third mmlster was appointed to take charge
of the property of absemeec, insane persons, and of thqg:
who had no heirs, and of fines. In the same regulation

,,,

theiollowmg is mentioned 5y, 23221 Jlye! ggzwal—e aecunda
va ruvmda (lit. the propertvm_.ﬁfh@comers and aoers),
Jne:gnng, per haps, the Moostauniin or fox ewn ﬁavellera
with passport; also (e 5 ol ol hawszl—g,ﬁaudee vil
huwdee, which the translator does not translate, hﬁ‘;w]nch
mean, things found thhoht ‘dwners, knowxwlaw by the

name of il loobtu vy i

- . e
e

. Akbar de‘s_ired hgamilguzza?s, o obllemors oF revenue,
'#'"l : 5 - “ o



S&wmnnl tax,

1t, ul&

ess thete be not

ar-tax'mwﬁt be made, and”
otlrce of exaction in Imﬁy

: iﬁon could seldom be VW&t‘mg

mate sources of revenue under a
1 l‘y JQ
i ent, but, de facio, under theMoo—
here was a great
variéty of other 1mp05t~., which existed“down to the reign
of Akbar; and, -as stat.ed, were remitted by him, to the
ameounnt, mcluﬂmg'the capitation tax, of the ﬂ?hole” quit-

-

rent.of Hindoostan. = These were the . i
i 45.« Meer buhree, lit. admiralty dues, port dnuﬁﬂ.

"} Kureeaaee, tax on convocations assembled to settle
business; on each person. ¢ B @

J‘Aﬂ £ Gaoshumaree, tax on kine.

w g

-

& 43 Siré derukhtee, tax on fruit-trees. = .5

- s

yE;‘ in_ which" case, ‘OWOVET,*

V‘S et Pesh kush, introductory presents, as in cases

of succession or mWon at court. ! e
aty ‘.L.S\Q a0 Furookaksam peshah, tax on artuune
,q’\waroghamh, darogha fees. .
;\6_1,:.‘::' Tehe&eddaree, tehseeldar s or’ snborama‘te
co]lector s'dtes. vl :
5 )lgdv;j Ifota}uhree, fotahda& or money-trier’s duef.h
AJ\S ) "’y km’qeah, lod'glng (.kp«res. 7R ‘:&:”
‘. 8. f

- ¢ ' 1' Aycen Akburee. e
- ;' “l d . °

-h



.'liﬁ ION AND nnmv!:
day S Kh f%le rqoney revem '

Sl Surrig ey sl W5
et Iﬁ?aebazaﬁnar zﬁ‘n& —“‘ &

MG Nelzau‘%xlues on an up arrears’hfarevenue

e

Bes;des whxch a tax on the salé' of cattle, a,nd likewise
o™ t,p\ on hemp, ‘blankets, ii.g or oll mﬂ'on raw hides,
amf on measuring land, and 5‘h ‘weighing ; as alsoa tax for

- killipg, cattle, and on tannhlg, on gambling with dice; on
savﬂsg timber; also on rah@aree passports; ‘and one that
Jwas called pug, a kmé of poll-tax, as also hearth-money.
"There was also a tux on the buyer and seller of housesgx
also on salt made fy& earth; one called ¢ bllkutty,” og
the commencemént of reaping, also on putty numed {felt),
on lime for building, &c., on s?u'm;oq}!guors, on bro-
kerage, 011 ﬁshermen, and on storan a %

We read in the Insmutes of Txmour of a ,_;)&‘.. o SIT-
shoomauree, a , poll-tax, and also s )M s khwmdt shoo-
maréés house-tax ; which he prohibited from being levied.*
He also says, the impost on herbs” and fruit, and the
g;:\.w'-' ﬁ\.a sauer jehaut, or dues of the towns and places,
v should be continued according to. ancient custom, if the
ryots were satisfied ; otherwise they should be settled by
Opdg Cnmd hust-o-bood, that is, by (.ﬂuanon or- estlmatmn,
‘on the data of ‘the Co..d hust, “is” or present,

KW bqod “was”. or “ former” proceeds - " M}!

The same regulation also provides, - t'bn?' fhe dues of
wgtenpg J).‘\, and of \)pd\ common, &l}d g;“ {. pasture,
are to be levied actording to anc}ent tom with. the
above opn% however, of valuanon by hust—orbood

. > RS *" Akbar
_ S » Inanuus, page 349»1 ;

o THRY et s
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Sl : »
lev ;'a:t;x-onmn' ‘ ,ﬁrﬂn}gw the.rank
of the pare@ each party marriige;
This was, fopm‘ ' k@mg&tp@ munsubr -
From 5900-&0 1000 Horse..sre.... -+ 10 mohurs
T B

D L4000 100 . cinusunsnenisrenens 2 do.,

Do. ~80:to. 20..., ...?..,,'. wwedbee 1 dig » &
People of coxylmon o .ﬁﬁ. civirencnaines 4 rupee} &
Common*people .......... TTE TN | do.
Poor.............'_ ....... apde st esnsnsesusnsse 1 dar

Taking, the population, and  the Indian proportxdn of
marriages, this tax would amount tb a large sum. 4
w- o :
. Le

+The mint taxes were also a considerable source of
revenue to Akbar. ‘They amounted to six and a quarter
pér cent. for gold besides the expense of assaying and of .
coinage, which was seven and a’half per cent. more,
paid b&iﬁle owner of the bullion. Thus
Materials, ingredients, &c. cow-dung and char- g, ae

coal, clay, quick-silver, and lead....see.. . j* 0
Workmeq‘s WAZES. sesssesssssbosguonannressnacssscssss 2 8

Expense ......... 78

Duty to the klngouo senee sresiicensncesiorcesesantes 6 *
S, —

Total dues ofgold comage' Rs. 13 12

z'; ¥ . o ! gty

% ¥
The expense of coining silver cost tbe owner about one !
per Oﬁt, and the goverﬁment dutles were five per cent.;

totalsmpéﬂncﬁl O T

a’» W P .*' »
The expense % coining copber \gls aboift six mper
mauncil' ‘whmlﬁave‘about,l 170 pice, value twentymme :
& b

;; L f».”

3. ’-
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: ‘Tupees; - and the ﬁng s duligs were one rupee elght anas,
or five per cent. for one hu‘hdred rupees; total, ‘one four-

_ teenth, or Six ru&cs nine anm p‘er value of one hundﬁl

"lupees e ,
) -*,49‘, -4

Total gnpcnse of cmnage per hlmdred TUPEES Rs. s

\ﬂlue Seesersrsabiveressnnnn ---q';--o--nc--noonooooo-ooo 1 14‘

'ﬁ‘m&a AULY e sveseonccsnvefal e st essreesssess 52, 5 .0
-

P 'l}qfal copper coinage 6 14

EHT%

g5

————

- .
" The cdinage, at the present time, in the three mmts%
Calentta, Benares, and Furrukabad, is not known to me.
For ‘three years ending with 1818-19, it gave an average
of about three crores; but since that period. the coinage”
has ‘diminished. The revenue ‘arising from this, at ﬁ#e
per cent., “‘would ‘e fifteen lakhs annuaﬂy exclusive of
the cost and charges of the coining, whlch, as z!bove, was
payable by the owner of the bllion. =

These are the sources of revenue which are recognized

by the Moohummudan law, or were made available for the -
use of the state, under our predecessory Moghul governf
ment. If we compare them with the present single im-
post'on the lgnd, the only source .of revenue wm'thy of
notige except the salt and the opium monopolies (and a
duty was levied by out predecessors on salt also), and ad-
vert to the very low rate of the land assessmen’t of the
provmces of Bengal, under permanent settlement;. we
cannot fail to see that, under the British gb‘%rnment of
India, the public exactions are infinitely hghter than “they
have ever been, and that thosq who rﬁprgqgm them as ex-

o;bltant :

e

u

i 7S * Aycen, Akburee. ¢
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orbitant are elther themse“nmxsmﬁmea or desire to
xmsmform onhers. .

"Such are the restrictions 1mposed upbn the, present,.
government of India, that even of the s&monopoly it s
not permitted to realize the highest adv antages. - j‘he pro- .
hibition of European merchants from purchasing sa,lt at’
the Company’s sales, has thrgwn the trade in salt i
hands of a few natiVe monopolists, who regulate the prlce
at will. Government receive about three rupeg¥, per |
mnund but the salt is re-sold, under their eye, at five
ripees in Calcutta, by retail, after being adulterated with
lten to fifteen per cent. of earth and, dirt. The reasons
which gave birth to this restriction have long ago ceased to
exist. . The restriction is obviously adverse to thé interest
of the. C‘ompany, and no less so to that of the natives, who )
are now left at the mercy.of a few native dealers. These ¥
lately availed themselves of the power which this restric-.
tive law gives them, to such an extent, that in some dis-
tricts the price of salt rose to ten and twelve rupees per
maund, so that the poorer classes were compelled to'deny
themselves the use of it altogether a c1rcumstancg which
distressed the government beyond measure;-but they
were, for the time at least, without the means-of aﬂ‘ogd-‘
ing;?relief. p :

If it be desngqble to increase the surplus revenue bf
Ilﬂnﬂ, that it may be done, is sufficiently evident. A li-
mited. révenue, and boundless expense of indispensable
rmhtary an@P¢ivil establishments, have hitherto compelled
government. to place those est.abhahg]euts on the lowest
posmblgscale, both as to number .and allowances. "The po-
licy of thls is bmeeans apparent. More attention to the

improvement of the revenue woulkd producd:;en thousand
’ S .+, times
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times t the amount bf Savi to be derived by retrenching
from the already too scanty ificome of faithful and zealous
“servants of ‘government.. The. system of retrenchmellﬁ
whlch n%lessny gave birth to, has been kept up much too
e capgcxty of the greatest dunce that ever came
into oﬁi& in Inidia is fully equal to this, the lowest of all
“financial' operations ; and it is not unfrequently that we
se€ such men so employ themselves. Their motive is not
the good of the service—the welfare of their country: it is
altoggher selfish; to recommend themselves, as they hope
to do, to the local governments, or the authorities mEurope
Nor can je wonder at, though we may regret, their sug-
cess, seemg how difficult it is for the head of a government ¢
to get rid of a specific proposal that has economy for i its ob-
Ject, however little disposition there may be to emhgtg'n:it.

b L
TR -\

’ Upon what principal of good government.. as appllcable
to a foreign province, such as India is of England, ought
the public servants of the state, the individuals upon whose
energy of mind, talents, virtue, and honour, the country is
preserved to England, to be kept, in a foreign land.on a
bare subsistence ?

' The situation of the Company’s servants in the mlhta.ry ‘
-nbranch of the service, at this time, is, I fear,”much worse
than is believed, even by those in'power at home. I say
50, bﬁtwse my opinion of their hberaht)ugsuch that I feel
convinced they would improve the condition of their army,
were it fully made known to them, and they were con-
vinced of the incalculableadvantages which? ‘would result
from that improvement. . Numbers of their officers, men
of family, all of eduqdm'm, and many of them men of
talent, after fifteen, ‘even twenty years .gervice, are fow
draﬁgmg on an idle, and conbequem.ly a comfortless life.
o _,{ Might .
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Might not many of those ‘ablé mteﬂxgent, and worthy
men, be usefully employed, I time of yence, in carrying
into effect the measures of govemment for i ‘increasing the
_ revenue, till it should become sufficient to a(}mxt Qf agreat=.
er remuneration to themselves and their as§emanes? Thus
might all be enabled to maintain the appearanee o? respec~
tability, even of affluence,, so befitting an Eﬁghsh gentle-
man, and, in the eyes of the natives of India, so beeol‘n:-
ing an officer of the English government: whilst those
who preferred the enjoyments of their native couﬁtrv,
would have the prospect of returning to it within a rea~
sonable period, if not with riches, yet with a obmfortable
mdependence :

I impossible to deny that England would be & gainer
by this state of things, both immediately and ultimately :
immediately, because the additional receipts of the servants
of government would augment the capital available in In-
dia, the proceeds of which would be finally realized in Eng-
land, and increase the general wealth of the country; and
ultimately, because. by thus raising the servants, who are in
fact the organs of government, in the estimation of the peo-
ple, by enabling every individual branch of the executive to
be more extensively useful, or benevolent, or charitable, to
those who are under his influence, the national character '
would be elevated, the good-will of the people secured,
and by consequence, the stability of the governmefit con-
solidated.

Those who consider the influence of our national cha-
racter to have great weight in the system of opr Indian
government, will not look with’ tbe eye of indifference
upon what is hére but briefly hinted at. But it ¥ not
merely the moral mﬂuence that is cbncerhégv The phy-

e ‘ ; sical
v - - o xrilh
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sic&'ivers W are rful]y affected by the state .,

wof his mind, would be just as hopeless to expect the
most powerful pitch of tone from an unbraced instrume '
as energyof intellect, or vigour of body, from the man
whose niind is depressed, by dragging out a life of disap-
pomted&op% in aforeign land with scarcely a chance of

vmmqg his own. o
";’?’ l"‘?' ,

suffer the scale of ihe European characber to fall,
espe ﬂy of the European: servants of government, we may
rest assur d is very far from being the prudent poligy of Bri-
tain in gov ‘f ning India. If; indeed, the influence of indivi- -
dua.l,,a.nd . consequence, of national character, be of any
political importange,. to preserve and maintain that influ-
’ ence, standard of character must.never be suffered ‘to
fall“back. To maintain out distance we must @\mrﬁ*
without which our ascendancy cannot be preserved. To
éffect this, the r espectablllty of the seryvice in both
branches must be upheld; and liberality on“the part of
government can alone do this.
3 g
Nor Jet it be supposed that this would be a misappro=:
sriation of part of the surplus revenue of India. On the
ngrary, if we attend to the relative situation of India with
‘respect to England, to the moral.condition of the natives,
and the state of thearts and sciencesamong them, it would
bé" dlﬂpult to devise any other mode of aPphcatmu of that
 fund to the same extent, which would be equally adyanta-
geous to both countries. Pwumary means alone afewant- -
ing to hundreds, I might have said thousands af the Com~
pany’s servants, to ensure their hearty exertion in an mﬁmte
variety of ways, for tbe benefit of India. Both India and
England would proﬁt by the augmentedwexpenditure of
md1v1duals ﬁblndxwof the producnons of the respective
e countries ;

-

‘. i
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countries; and what might:bé ultima &aved“hose'
who preferred frugality, would ne #findits way to
'England thus realizing the two-fold adv'mmes of increas-
ing Qe consumption of our English maguf*;ures, and
augmenting the amount of “the imported weghh of the
kingdom. - s& i

-,) c’

It fs evident that India caf only benefit England % tﬁo
ways ; by affording a markel'ﬁ)r our manufactures, wi b)
remittances (either on account of the gov ernment‘iﬁf in-
dividuals), by investment or otherwise. It mat s not to
-England though the proPortl(m of private re ces be
increased, so that the total of both public an p te be
not’ .themby diminished; and therefore, to enables the
Company’s servants to increase their hard-gmned#nings
~eannot be astended with any evily even in this poiht of,
view. But with respect to the cofisumption of our ma-
nufactures, this is not merely a matter of indifference : it
is not merely a matter of indifference, whether those who
are the principal consumers are, or are not, fuenished
wifl¥ the means of. purchasing. 'The whole consﬁmption
~depends entirely on this: the Europeans in India‘are, as
yet, the principal consumers of English goods; exceptin
C]Oﬂlb and mgtal%, they are, it ms.y be said, the only Qon—
sumers. The Europeans in India‘consist almost cnmely
of the Company’s serv vants: if, therefore, you augment the
means of these,pel vants, you will unquestiénably mprove ”
¥ ouraEnghsh export trade.

.~,.«« BT x ,; -
This mprﬁvement would be direct and immediate ; but T
think, the benefit would not regtha&‘d more extensgea.nd
general use of El}g]lSh articles by T}u;opeans, would enable
the importers-ifito India to dispose of th&genemlfy on

easier terms than the limited trade ndW carfied on permits.
5 :
. R Many
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cles.yould then'be within the reach of the na-
give popul_atlon, *xch they‘ﬁow cannot afford to purchase.
The taste for, oxin other words, the habit of using themy
would extend to a limit which our present experience does
not authonze us to imagine. -

Thls séems to be the most eligible way of i mcreasmg
ibo eonsumption of English ‘manufactures, though it ap-
pears to have been lost sight- of; whilst the advantage of
colqnmiuon, in respect of furnishing the wished-for mar-
ket, has,bgen much expmtiated upon. But India is al-
ready ‘eolonized : that country is full of a peaceable and.
obedient -population, living under the protection of the
English ‘government, which they acknowledge, to. be their
government : they are subjects of the, ,CrQwn of England

“in every essential point of view. Theys'm'emot, it is tru%
Engh‘shmen, nor the decendants of Englishmen: but if
this be objected to in India, the Cape of Good Hope, and
other admitted colonies, peopled by the Dutch, French,
and other foreigners, are liable to the same exceﬁ:en;
surely their complexion will not be held to constitute a
real distinction. The colony was not indeed planted by
us; we found it full grown: but this does not alter the

“connection between the countries. It remains not the less,
for that, our clear and decided duty to 1mprove 1Gfbr the

mutual beneht of both countries. .

- 2
E

From the state of moral maturity in which our, Indian

" scolony was found, we ought to have expected that ‘thie in-
habitants would with difficulty be made to y'held to any
change, however advantageous to themselves ; “and what
more than this have we experienced ? Nay, we have found
them tractable, beyond the expectation of ‘many ; and there

is no doubt’ ﬂut the influence of example will in good

time

w -

2
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time realize the hopes of t ost sanguine. It must,
therefore, be indisputably the policy of England, to affords
to her Indian subjects the fairest, as well as'the fullest op-
port,u‘lty of profiting by suc!x gxample »

"~ We have got a population to the utmost extent of our
wishes. Could we see them model their morals, their mmdg,
and their manners, after the rprecepts of ouwsholy re
and the fashion of the besthﬁtnples of our own cor
men,” I am at a loss to conceive where would be the ‘Toom
left for a wish for colonization? *We see, therefere, how
idle it is to prescribe colonization, in the ac&:’ﬁﬁdon in
which that term is applied by those who use it most, as
the onlymeans of improving India. For my ewn ‘part,
I believe it to be the worst that could be invented, and the
least efficacious ; whilst, at the same time, it would be the *
speediest to sever the conmexion between the two gcoun-
tries for ever, and by consequence, as in the case of
America, leave both imbued with mutual feelings of ani-
moslg‘, so indelible, that even time itself seems mﬂpable

of obliterating.
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ON THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF REVENUE.
5?1 "  Permanent Settlement.

NoTHING can be more 1mpoﬁtant totheinterests of India,
than &'well-regulated adnfinistration of the land revenue.
When we consider not enly the great proportion of th
popul’dtiﬂ engaged directly in the affuirs of husbandrys .
but thaﬁle employment of 0 many is limited to, and con-
sequeiitly- their entire thoughts are engrossed"qviﬁ,‘ the:
single object of providing the bare necessaries of Jife, we

“shall be able, in some degree, to appréeiate the ?ast‘Jm-

portance to the happiness of the people, of the regulations

“which may be adopted for the ‘adjustment of the revefiue
of the soil. . The system authorized for the management
of thggland revenue of India, be it what it may, &nm
theréfdre be put in practice withput producing e of
the gréatest magnitude, on the condition of the pepple ,

and the prosperity of the country.
v .

Many have been the. plans rec{nmmend:(f tr.igci and
abandomed, for their defects. The ancient system of
Indigrevenue is also defective : #t7# a h#man institution,
and may well be imperfect.; Its nnperfectmns, li)te& er,

n'were seen and expeuené’gd Those of tl}g lans
required experlen‘e, and that only to shew th8} ey must’
fail.. But the anclét system hud one gregt and decided
advantage : that it was kinown to the pegple, tbé‘ people

 were reconcxled to lt, and, like all poliﬂcal institutions,
" howevey bad what was wrong in it had doubtless acqulred |
e @ > practlcal

-
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practicnl cor:ecnves, of easy, and general apphcatmn,
<+~ which rendered it at least suffezable to- tbé'a&nmumty. %

. e

\’Vhen the Emperor Akbar apprmod the settlement
submittéd to him by his ablefinangial minister, Rajah
Tadur Mull, and of which that valuable oﬂiceg:is by
many erroneously supposed to be the author, his Mas
jesty well knew the source was more sacred from wblei‘%
it sprung. The law of the# ~}tmﬂ was not altered by hle
Majesty’s Hindoo minister, arfdhis able Moohumrmﬂ'an
cullenrrue, Muzuffur Khan: but a settlement Mg.Jmmle,
h’vm(r the law for its basis; and the detail ﬂ&.hblv
prq;ected and superintended by*those valuable ﬂefﬂhts of
the state, who neither did, nor would have dared- m«lﬂ-
part, mam/ tlnng essentlal from the law and dﬁusage 2
of lhe‘cmmrr\ & a5 B

In'modern times, conqueri ﬁ;’ statesmen have gremerqc‘(;il:)ﬁ’f
fidence. 'They do not hold themselves hampered by cus-
tom, however sacred, antient, or universal! There gnot
in thefilstory of the world,a more extraordinary insfanice
of disregard of the usages of a people, than is to be ,
found in the conduct of those who swayed the councils of
Indxa when the great financial innevation of 1793 swept
awav the: ancfbnt landholders of Bemal and limited its

.

territorial )evenne for e\elﬂ" o ;
= - e +
.: " . ‘

Nox;‘ g,\é those celebrated ﬁnancxerq better consult the
interéstgivof the Britfsh goVe'rmenL They appear-to «
have forgﬁh ltogether the dxsuncuon Eetween the peo-

ple of Engliihd, to.whom luxuries are’bbeome necessariesof |

life, and 1 betouched by the tax: er,and thesublect:

of their Asfatic teﬁu,ones, to whom even th€ necessaries of
K. L hfe

IR » .
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life are luxunes. What source of revenue &ld they leave
to meet the growmg expepditure of the government? .

A !

¥

A land revenue is well adupted to the present state of
India; not only on-account of the want of other sources,
but because of the antiquity of the system, of its beingSo
('wdl understood by and so faml]nar to the people; their.
beuw so thoroughly reconciled to it, as to submit, even
cheerfully, to heavy exactions from the land, whilst, with
reluctance not easily to be overcome, they are brought to
pay even g petty tax otherwise laid on. ) ;

Lot . * .

All ‘gre accustomed to pay for their land. It is, not a
tax upon their industry, but rather a premium to be in-
dustrious ; for the more they produce by their labour, the
lighter will their public burden be. *A cultivator pays so
much for his field or beegah. If by his exertions it pre-
duce much, the less will be the proportion of his assess-
ment to the produce. Notso a tax on the produce of his
land: a corn tax. As the produce is increased, so,would

9
be]fsaSSessment. > 4 - ‘

The'ase with which men are apt to be imposed upon
by words, has never been more successfully exemplified
than in the case we.are now about to consider. "A per-
_manent settlement of revenue,” “a s permanent income,”
sound very imposingly in the. sears of an Englishman, It
means, he must conclude, something secure. A,revenue
permanently secured, though it should Perha”.!)e not
quite so large, ls a good thing, he would say ; and.theold
1 ‘adage, “abird in ﬁé}nﬁad is worth two'in the&h,” would
occur to fortify hi§ Belief.  But when this p ent set-
tlement comes to be inquired into, e‘gen very Superficially,

it will befound to be no more than empty sound, so far as

e & security
L
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secumy ior'the revenue goes; and, in ;ruth 10 part,ake
" no farther of. the quality of yrmanenc}g ,.than as it is a
permanent obligation, on }he part of gbVemment, to cease
for ever from increasing the India revenue,.entered into
with individuals who never had, indeed never can have,
‘any security to give, beyoud what government always dxd‘
- possess without them namelv, the seil, and the labour, aod'
wants of the people. - P
- s ~
The amount of revenue, instead of being fixed, hzis}been,
and must be ever liable to fluctuation, and alwgys by dimi-
. nution. The’ Want of security for the revenue is insepara-
ble from the state of RO(‘letV in India; but the defect, in-
volving progressive diminution of reyenue, is igtrinsic,
essential, and Becuhar to the settlement to which I am
adverting. -A perfanent limitatign of land revenue must “
- necessanly contain within lt.self the seeds of its progressive
decay. There is nothing stationary: by all the laws, both
of the moral and physical economy of this world, that
whi$ cannot increase must diminish. S

-

In fact, instead of being what it professed to be, an
engagenient entered into with the owners (propfietors) of
the soil for a specxﬁc revenue from their lands, with all that
security for fulfilment which a wealthy landed proprietary
necessarily gives, this ar-fpmed “permanent settlement”
is nothing more;than a*c:es of farming eut of the land
revenue to individuals ; mon, almost universally speakmg,
of ﬁq&#ealt{n or capital, conseqhently but little mterested 4
in the p ;ﬂrlty of the country; men yho had no right
of proj in) estatesnow&%edupmthem,m "
whose ob)ect\was to accumnilate wealth, or to eany
afuent nggish pepose, regardless even of the ruin of -

" K 2 “their

.
= # X, ’
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v ,» -
their tenantry, which: this _unhappy measure’ gave them

the power of :knng - F
: §

It is absurd o talk of the pe"manency of the settletrxnt
affording ”émv sécurit\ to 'gm ernment for the revenue.
;I‘ his idéa mast be rejected by every person who reflects
. & moment on the subject, and knows who the parties are. g
“There is, in trath, no security for a land revenue in India,
but the security of a moderate asseSsment, fairly distributed ;
a regular and protecting government ; protecting not to
the zumeemhrs or far ‘mers of the rev enue, but to the ryots
or culm"km s. whose mduatn alonc is the “only source ov!,‘.l~
and securm for the revenue.

~ PN R "
It mightsdhave been expected, on the subveréiqn of the
Moghul government of India, and the sudden and unex-
pected acquisition of power and deminion which 811 into
the hands of a small body of.fm'cigners, in 1765 ; such as
the English in India then were (strangers, it may be said,
uttexly, if not to the languages, yet to the laws and usages
of thie counwry), that much difficulty would agjse 1iF set-
tling, on a fair and equitable basis, the public revenue.
Great.difficulty was accordingly pruxenced afigmented
by the chicanery of the native rev enue officers, the natural
disposition of the land-owner ﬁn withhold “ information,
suppress, and falsify documents, and it must be confessed,
in many instances, the want.of piiobxty'in the European
servants of government, ) ¥,
)‘J' $ ‘ ‘A- o
All this was to Jhave been expected, and Was ren.lly ex~
perienced ; and it might-have been su*osed‘t a pru-
dent regard for the  interests of govemment, and of the
governed, would have dictated to those in powér the high
importance of patient investigation. j' wenty years, how-
- » 2 ever,*
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_ever, had sca’cely elapsed from-g)e cession of the provinces,
by the Empergr to the Company, till we' knd both the
Jocghgovernment; and the Ruthontlcs in Enﬂlnnd loud in
their dcnuncutmn of 1rregular1ue<, which they ought ‘to

have expected, and resolute irf their determination to ter-

minate them at any eacuﬁce. The settlement” ‘of the.

arevenue, limiting its amnunt for everg was gone through
with a degree of preeipitancy which nothing short of ah-«
solute certainty, with respect to the rights of the l)umbleet
individual concerned, could justify.

}
“An act of the Britigh, Parliament is conseqﬁéfﬂly ob-
tained, setting forth ¢ that complaints, abuses, and griev-
¢ ances were made, perpetrated, and endured in India;
“ and that the native landholders had Dbeen unjustly
o deprn ed of, or compelled to abandon, their respective
& lands, ynbdlctlons, rights and privileges;” and by
sect. 39, 24, Geo. IIL. cap. 24, “the Court of Direc-
“ tors were required to give orders for settling and
¢ estgblishing, u%on principles of moderation and jastice,

aci'%rdwu to the laws.and constitution of India the
permanent rules bv which the tributes, rents, and ser-
vices of the rajahs, zumeendars, polygars, tal®okdars,
and other native landholders, should be in future ren-
dered and paid to thc; Uuited Company.’

-

-

.

<

-

‘“

-
-

-

.

This then is the?exg_&ﬁfaw onwhich stands the v alidit) of
the permanent settlement. % The laws and constituti
° oﬁiﬂla” form the rthy which it was to be regulate d
but it is mgte?ud 10 observe, that there js not one word in
this act a¥thiori 1‘ the permanent Wum of the revenue
.of the country. ' It is to establish permanent rules, by
“ which he tri rénts, §c. shall in future be paid-”’
To fix rules for ngying a tribute, and that foo accord-

k3
PERMANENT SETTLEMENT. : 138 ¢

-

L © k3 Tl ing

u



b » a
)134 h PRESENT SYSTEM.

mg to the “laws of the country,” is not the same thm!
as ltm:tmg farm»er the amount of tﬁat tribute, and that too
ina way discordant to all law, gs really was done. 5

On the 12th April 1786, ngreeab]y to the mandate of
the act, the Court of Directors issued their orders to the
. Bengal government y but instead of adhering to the plain-
words of the statute, they direct thes preliminary inquiry
to be ¢ what were the real jurisdictions, rights, and pri-
¢ vileges of zumeendars, talookdars, and jageerdars, under
“ thes sttlutzon and customs of tlze Moohummudan - or
“ Hindoo oremment. ‘What gnbutes, r;nts, &e. the_y
« were bound to pay to thewsovereign;” and, in like
“ manner, those- fromsthe talookdars to their liege lord,
“ the'zumeendar.” They, however, referred to the clause
of the act of parlitment itself, in which their power was
specified, ¢ which they &1rec§ed the Governor-General in
“ Council to consider with minute and scrupulous atten-
“ tion, taking especial care that all the measures adopted
¢ inithe administration of the revenues"be consonant to
“ the sense and spirit thereof.” o v

It is évident, therefore, notwithstanding the inaccurate
mode in which their orders are expressed, that the Court,
of Directors intended to conform‘ to the tenor of the act
of parliament, which erdained permanent rules to be
established by which the rights ofisall mative landholders
“ were to be settled and established, according to the

s and constitution of India.” But how th'!? ‘came
to deviate so far from the tenor of the*act, when in these
instructions they express their opinion & that'e spirit of
“ the act would be best observed by ﬁxmg a_ permanent
“ pevenue,” it is difficult to comprehend The perpetual
“limitation of the revenue on the lnnﬁs is, therefore, the

» 4 gratultous
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gratunous creation of the Honourable Court of f*‘l86
“but by what authority that hénourable bpdy referred bo
the constitutidn or customs of the. ¢ Hmdoo government,”
théz is no possibility of forming any rational conjec-
ture. »

The proclamation by the G(;vemog-General in Council,
of the 22d March 1793, of the permanent settlement, the
ultimate edict of government declaring it, expressly sup-
ports the ¢ actual proprietary right in the soil,” article
IIL. . “ The Governor-General in Council accordmg]y
¢ declares to_the Zumeendars, independent talookd'u's,
% and other defud proprietors of land, with whom a_set-
¢ tlement has “been made under the regulations (18th
¢ September and 25th November 1789, and 10th Febru-
¢ ary 1790),"that no alteration will be,made in the assess- "
mefit they have agreed to pays” and this proclamation
has likewise reference to the amended code of regulations
relative to the decennial settlement, approved by the
Governor-Genefal in Council 23d November 1791, which
it orﬂere‘i ép be translated into all the native langnages, -
and published for general information. The third article
states, ¢ that the settlement, under certain restrictions
, ¢ and exceptiond hereafter specified, be concluded with

“ the actual proprietors of the soil, of whatsoever denomina-
“ tion, whether zuméendars, cboudries, or talookdars.”
The restrictions and exce) tions are stated to be, to exclude

lookdars, who hold" %?' special deeds of a superior zu-
meemy,r, and ayamadars, @ -also females, idiots, lungiics,
and persons incapacitated on account of contumacy, or

: : .
A notoriougprofligacy of character. ~’~:

-

-

3

It would therefore appear, were we, to attend to this
[ ; K 4 alone,
- .
* Article 19, Proclamation 23d November#791.




