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INDIA W}ONGS WII‘HOU\T A REMEDY
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Tae object of this Tract is to givega few specimens ‘.nf i
large class of cases of Wrong and Injus§ce perpetrated, either
directly and through its own acts, by the fndian Government,or
indirectly and by its inactivity, for which neither the law of the
Predominant Power nor the practice of its Administratioff as
it now stands, has provided a remedy or a tribunal. The cases
that follow have not, however, been sclected because of their
special gravity and scandal, but because they are instances
in which the Claimants, cither in person or 5by their agents, *
are now in England, soliciting and Lla.lmjng that redress

. which they have long sBught for in vain in Indig \

In the first case, the Wrong eomplained of is a violation of
a Treaty -to the ruin and starvation of the descendants of a
Rpyal Housg throngh which our own fortunes in Soughern
India were first advanced—a Treaty, too, of which we, are
still in full and profitable enjoyment. Tn the second,
the injury done.is the confiseation of prifate property
to the extent of £300,000, the preservation gj whith was
solemnly promised by the Bombay Governgfent and its
agents. In the third case, British subjects complain of
their Government allowing a Native Prince to defraud
them of large sums of money, of which it -had the benefit.
And in the fourth, a depooed.Pmme laserts that the
Imium Governmeént has repudiated, to his nany, that part
of their pn&odebtmwhwhhmmm

- vested. Now innot one of these four muM&m-
wny legal machinery by whieh the Tndian Goverimen
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“incompatible with the honour of the Bnt{lg Cr&m incon-
sistent with the character of the British Natipn, discreditable
to the sacred cause of justice, and encouraging to that want
of responsibility which is the vice of our Indian system.

" . That sys‘cm is indeed the object of anticipatory and pré-
mature laudation by Lord Johh Russell* Speaking of the
opposition of Mr. ?to Mr. Pitt’s India Bill in 1783, his

Lordship remarks, angl the importance of Lord John’s opinion
at the present momeht will justify and excuse the length of
the quotation :—

§

“ It was easyfor Mr. Fox, with his vast prwers of reasoning long
exercised on this sabject, to prove that these two authorities [the
Court of Dircetors aud the Board of Control] must be always in con-
flict ; that, with two supreme heads confronted, confusion must
ensue, and that ¢ l‘ abuses of the Indian Government must be perpe-
tunted under so stfpnge and anomalous a sy stem.

“ The expéWence of seventy years, however, has b)
ments which could not be logically refuted. The real supremn
Ministers of the Crown, usually kept in the background bu 1
ready to be exerted, has kept in check the admigjgration of the
Company, and placed the affairs of India under that guarantee of
ministerial responsibility by which all things in Great Britain are or-
dered and controlled. The Directors of the East India Company
have set venjgired to connive at acts which a Minister of the Crown
would not sartktion ; and a Minister of the Crown would not sanction
acts which he®ould not defend in Parliament. Thus silently, but
effectually, the spirit of the British Constitution has pervaded India,
and the most absolute despotism has been qualified and tempered by
the genius of representative government.

“ In giving to the India Bill of Mr. Pitt, however, all the credit
which can po-ibly be due to it, we must not lose sight of another
and more yomfnl cause of the improvement which has taken place
in the morality of our Governors of India. Lord Clive and Mr.
Whmudmﬂ!m irregular power; contending every month
ﬁr&omoftlnmhmkmt,'nhutmy mlmqm

“of adequate proportion ; sought by complicated intrigue, by inisincere
Mbrdmhm at one moment, nndoftmdnq-t

Wv, Fer. By Lord
‘L‘(T. "u*
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another, to rear n‘ gonsolidate a sovereignty of London merchants.
In the words of Erskine they sought ‘to support an empire, which
" Heaven never gitve, by meaas which it never can sanction.’

“ This course of cupidity and fraud, of robbery and oppression,
waa brotight to a close by the impeachment of Warren Hastings:
The mind of Mr. Burke compre%ended the vast extent of the ques. ;
tion, and his genius animated the heavy mpss of materials which his
industry had enabled him to master. m&:ﬁ;ﬂ in this cause the
powerful reasoning of Fox and the brilliant of Sheridan. After
a time he succeeded in gaining the support of Mr. Pitt, and armed
against the former Governor of India the great battery liafen-
tary impeachment. Whether the Minister was comyiiced by the
evidence which threw so full a light on the mimof Warren
Hastings, or whether he was glad to protect himse the ambi-
tion of a rival by acceding to a prosecution against, Liim, the effect was .
no less certain. For years Mr. Burke penevered in his great task,
Neither the dilatory pleagof a dissolution of Warliament, nor the
appalling earthquake of the French revolution (to non{:xore appalling
than to him), ever distracted his attention from his great Indian
enterprise. The speeches delivered by him in Westminster-hall are
freat monum®ats of industry and eloquence : they surpass in%power
those of Cicero when denouncing the crimes of Verres. Finally,
although the impeachment ended in an acquittal, its results were
memorable and beneficial. Never has the great gpject of punish-
ment, the prevention of crime, been attained more cmplettfy than
by this trial. The Lords and Commons of Englaghl, assembled in
‘Westminster-hail, in the presence of the judges, the bar, the aristo.
eracy, and the public, heard the whole record of Indian transactions
unrolled before them, and the acts of our agents brought to the test
of English law and Christian morality. No palliation, no plea of
necessity could alter the character of those acts; and no man who
could aspire to civil or judicial suthority in India would ever dare
to repeat conduct which during seven years of a solemn proeeu, be-
fore an august tribunal, had been denounced as wicked, oppruun,
perﬁdzons, rapacious, and ‘cruel. The conscience ofmmﬂin?f
Brong!;t in pmence of negotiations, treaties, uinrpuﬁbﬂ, ongu
niltdmtbehuof 1 obscare distance, and mM'ﬁyle
strange manners and uncouth phmboﬁgy “The 5

Mdtby&o niotof 5
mm&bﬁmm P
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tice were condemned. *India was saved from :hm_?naﬁms disgracefu
to the English name, and the hands of Cornwallis, Minto, Bentinck
and Auckland, have swayed an empire where eyt Slng wa
despoiled and Nuncomay was executed.”

<

How-far “ the most absolute despotism” has really and truly
““been qualified and tempered by the genius of representative
government” during ?: last twenty years, will, of course, b¢
doubted by those whd regard the Affghan war as a crime, the
acquisition of Scinde as a stupid injustice, the conquest ol
the®Punjagly as a doubtful policy, and the Burmese war as ax
abomination,—will be denied by those who have witnessec
a gradual ceterioration in the condition of the people
of TIndia, who know the actnal state of the administra.

“lion of justice in India, and who have seen the gentry
disappear, and i{xdividual wealth diminish. The improved
tone of moraly in the English min® and ch r o
the last seventy years, rather than “the geniug of
tative government,” which, exhaunsted Ly the lmgﬁty efforts
it mpde during Hastings' impeachment, has | .cnevcr beep
able,since to rouse itself to continued and systuua.txc
attention to the affairs of India—this improved tone of

morality at hgme and the more complete organization of the
interf¥ gov€mment of India itself have, no doubt, corrected
to some extéyt the larger faults of the Indian Government.
But even these inflnences and agencies have failed to prevent
the Company’s Government perpetrating acts of wrong which
would not be endured here in England.

Sir Robert Peel’s large and disinterested vision long ago
saw that in this respect onr Indian “ despotism”™ required some
better correctives than the mere “genius of representative
govérnment ;” he saw that it needed the substance of law
rather than the mere reflex of liberal institutions from home,
and that pawver so great ought, in its application to mdmdnals
fo be made subject and responsible to the examination anﬂ
eontmnlof t judicial authority. Solongqgou

1838, mg {whowe losge’India will now feei 42
m has ey 9, Ssocnied U efablishment of some



mbmlto Mm thuopnm;l qnmﬁmu on whch the
Tndian Gowammmtnawdoes as it pleuu,uncoaﬁolledby
Parliament. *

. In England “there is, the law assnres us, no Wrong
thhout a Remedy; in India, the follomng examples will
illustrate, there is a large cfhss of Wrongs, for which there
is not even the pretence of RemedLmHere, in extreme
cases the subject can prosecute his claims on the Queen’s
Government by a Writ of Right. Thére the subject’sonly
hope are letters and remonstrances, sometimes unanswered,
almost universally unheeded. Redress in India for this Slass
of Injustice is not, therefore, n right to which the subjectis
entitled, but a favour to be reached by influence and solici-
tation. Thus the “despotism” of the Government and the
servility of the people are promoted; and the suitors tired -
and worn out by the fruitless prosecution, of their ceses in

- India, turn to England, where, believing Justie# to be found,

they only experience disappointment. With these remarks,
the reader will be better able in 1853 to appreciate in the.
Pllowing indtances the want of such a Tribunal as Sir w«t
Peel deemed necessary in 1833.

LN

HOW THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT
USES NATIVE STIPENDIARIES ik

Or all countries of Sonthern India, the Carnatic is mol
intimately connected with the early progress of our dominion
and with the growth.of our empire. . The Complny’lmhut
settlement, Fort St. David, was situated in this kingdom, and
its position below the Ghauts, on the coast of Coromandel,
brought us at once into connexion with its Mahomedan
rulers. nmnmmtby,thmwrmmm
nﬁnﬁyWMmﬂm It was our succes
in the Carnatic that eost Dupleix his fortung, and wb
‘his life. At

ﬁ-«.m lml#ud u’e’uzdm



" was in the Ou'huhc, that. Hydér ﬁhtook mﬁwf
vengeance on its unhappy people for - our fntbhq-‘t'
ness—a Vengunoe that roused to its hlghest pitch the
eloguence of Buih It was in the Carnatic that our
' influénce, ‘as our arms, compefed with enemies then more
formidable to our power than even the French, Hyder and his
son  Tippoo. Graduflly we acquired the supremacy we
sought ; as usnal, however, it brought embarrassments and
difficulties, other than political, on the “Prince immeshed in
it ®Of the dehts'and loans of the Nabobs of Arcot, there is
a parliamentary literature of their own. For many years a very
costly commission and establishment were maintained at home .
to enquire into them, and large retiring pensionsare still paid to
"its surviving members and officers.  Of their legality, of their
classification, of their liquidation, a voliyme of Oriental romance
might be wrilden. At last they were paid off, or their future
payment secured by Carnatic Bonds; but Jong beﬂithmr
arrangement or discliarge, the Carnatic had ceased é‘iiist as
a Stave, cither in an independent or a dependesit @ its
Nabob had been removed from the ecapital, p
deposed, and consigned to a convenient prison, still mil
the Palace of; Chepank, situated under the guns of
Georgh?
Tt was fromono great belief in the gondness of his . but
from a very deep sense of the Company's reputed i rests
that British valour made Mahomed Ali Nabob of the Carnatic.
His'elevation, however, realized its main demgn, the abate-
ment of French, and the extension of * British “influence
in Southern India. ' The Company guaranteed, ‘of course,
the dominion they had secured to him. ‘They provided
& military force for the defence of the Carnatic, and he
bﬂﬁﬂmtopaymm “The result of this relation
~ wad the now familiar one; the Nabob undertook (by the
Moflim to pay an amount larger than either his




3 W sisted o \mﬁlu ‘and better um-ky m
m vj&'ﬁppoo furnished us “with an uﬁnﬂmﬂyqﬁ
taking, In 1798, Lord Cornwallis mposad a new Treaty
oft the Nabob. There were, however, 8 sense of justice gﬂ:'
a glow of generosity in Lord Cornwullu’a mind, M}M
in Governors-General. He insis C‘rlhnmg full authority,
to use when necessary, over the tic; but he reduced:
the tribute of the Mabob from 15 to 9 lacs of Star Pagodas¥:
and he especially renounced all power over “the J%‘w.
family estates belonging to the Prince’s family, - 1
to Star Pagodas 2,13,911, which, on condition of the godd
_ behaviour of their possessors, the Jagheerdavs, and of their
fidelity“to the Nabob and the Company, shall (he engaged) be
continued to them, subject to the pleasure of the ssid
Nabob only.”” Thus, in extending the real power of the
_ Company over th@Caritic, that great and MM
man improved the pecuniary position of the Nabob, apd,
conciliated his Court. Three years afterwards—1795== .
Mahomed Alidied, and was succeeded by his son, Omdwt ﬂ
Omrah.

Towards the close of the century, Lord Clive was tbo:
titular Governor of Madras; Mr. Webbe, chief Secretary: of
the Government, was, however, the real Governfr. ©f the
latter, the Duke of Wellington pronounced an vpinion that
he was one of the ablest men the Duke ever knew.. Lord.

Clive, a much inferior person, not unnaturally, was muel -
influenced by Mr. Webbe, who to great abilities added
what Lord Clive also wanted, large cxperience of Mif"lﬁ?_
tho,mcrnpn'lom npumy vhwh then e 0m




sthere.too ne acq m
icions against Omdut W OIm'dl. Tippoo
de-med, and Mysore (a small part excepted),
partitioned. Then Lord Wellesley and Lord Clive turned
round upon the Naboh of the Carnatic. They charged him.
with sympathy for and secreteintercourse with his co-reli-.
gionist, Tippoo,with whom indeed Lord Cornwallis had advised
him to keep up a y correspondence ; though aid or
assistance hehadnoneto give to that Prince. Establishing their:
own charge by their own evidence and their own commission,
M2 Webbe being on it, they pronounced themselves released
from the obligations of Lord Cornwallis’s Treaty of 1792, and
they were about to treat Omdut ul Omrah as a public enemy,
when death terminated that nnhappy Prince’s troubles; but not
* their determination to annex the Carnatic. They denied that
his son, Ali Hussein, inherited his throne : but they decided
that though = boy, not of age, he had succeefled to the position
of public enmity to British authority imputed to his father. '
The unhappy lad, like the late Rajah of Sattarah, had the
spiri to refuse a nominal throne, and accept of a life of ease
and.infamy, on the condition of signing a Treaty handing
over the Carnatic territorially, in vicarious liquidation of his
father's alleged offences against the Company. There was no
Benates 100‘6 miles off in those days, to receive and retain
the Company’s State prisoners, So he — the grandson
of Mahomed Ali, the Company’s own Nabob !|—with whom
on those terms of disgrace they were willing to treat as lawful
heir, was declared to be an impostor.  An heir more pliant,
as well as more legitimate, was next sought and found ia
another grandson ; and with this lay figure of a Sovereign,
the Treaty of 1801 was made. By it, the Carnatie, its
territories, its revenues, and rights, were vested in the Com-
pany ; the Nabob receiving as his share of the spoil, one-
- fifth* of the net revenue of the State he surrendered up.
S i ipent, Wou 04 W00 Wllek B84 Caraiis’ Fiasids Aoibiake
Mﬁu&avﬁmﬂu present Nabob does not
“receive the on -Aq«u net revenn.to whi-h. he is entitled under the Treaty of
"!" WA B rad AR \b,e! 1&1 R L o “Ai@aﬂrw
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publicly hugged as an anointed Prince on State occasions ;
still held sacred and exempt from the jurisdietion of British
law ; but not suffered to stir an inch from the bounds pre-
seribed for his airings, without leave first asked and obtained
in writing from his jailers: without oceupation, without
employment, without hope, without object in life, Ilﬂw #
pensioned puppet ; relieving the tedium of life by
_of dancing girls and other such follies ; his palace, a prison,
" girt by a tumble-down native town, where dwell mm'
and filth the crowd dggcended from that Court and those ser=' -
vants of the State, whose career of activity, ambition, sund
_ honourable occupation *finally and equally clgsed in 1m
" with that of their Sovereign.

These men were the Jagheerdars for whom Loﬂlc«ii‘
wpllis so congiderately and nobly provided in the Treaty of
1792. They held their Jaghires, or great fiefs, in what .was
called Altumgha Enaum, or as we would say in Fee Simple;
and so complete and independent were their possession, that
by the Treaty of 1801, the value (star pagodt2l’,«l3!‘)
of these private estates had to be deducted from the grosi
revenue of the Carnatie, in estimating the fifth of the net
revenne assigned to the Nabob. Their existence, as p
property, was thus distinctly recognized.. The Ja
themselves were, however, for reasons of public saf j
mibytheﬂompny Bnbyﬁemnﬁ«m‘-
muuwwmwm




Sept. 1801, Taord. Clive ﬁml.by a Minute of Oonn - the
: nmmmt of the pexmniary provision, (wlnch bad qbe pmn@
nuder the mnth a.rhae of the Treaty of 31st Iulg 1801) %
rapees 6,98,473, or sfar pagodas 1,99,564.. Tlma was at once
acqun'ed for the Oompany a profit of star pagodas 13 857 on
(]:gfnghwes whlcix though granted in fee simple, the Com-,
Pany assume@ * proceethng.«at which I;ord Cornwallis’s noue
nature woqld haye blushed. And this sum of rupees 6,98 473,
v (m' abom £70,000 000) had to be divided amongst men, who, in
g addmon o these hereditary Jaghires, had enjoyed all the high
of tbe Native Court which was extmgmnhed and to -
qh@m all o nnmﬂax clumncls of «mployment were now
closed. 1t had too to be divided amongst farmlnsaccnstomed ;
to the comforts and luxuries of civilized life. It was not
thu'efore a very. maqmﬁcen,t fulﬁlment of the obhgahmn
qnpd-ed by t the Treaty. But at dl events it was deemqﬂ
negrt;m@y and a permancnce ; and i in that there, was some

: ,#ﬁp otherwise, The amount of

wdulymtotthemngen@edwthemAM asthe

lived; and, after their deaths, for some years their descend-

‘ prsuccmded the stipends Wlthont qm:stmn ﬂlﬂ as a
G .
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Mae w}onyaspa.am of Chepa
ﬁedm}”'geﬁﬁemm “of rank and m
ili Moffu:mihrvuhon 5

the Treaty of 1801. There i¢ noﬁung in the
that “Treaty which restricts the obligations of
Article to the heirs of those then living. or their
— descendants. The Jughires were hereditary, and }
lnnp’le ‘they were recognned by the Treaty of 1
animal value, as there settled; is deducted, nnder‘& ‘
of 1801, from the gross revenues of the Carnatic,
.. amount the Company Tad no right to; and by*every
justice, the money equivalent assigned fm' the J’lgﬁ'el ;
the Company ought to be as lantmgatmm as the J "-
hires themselves—that is perpetual, Of the Treaty of }
the Company has still the benefit; so onght the Nabob to
lave. 1t is in full force. Why, then, mmﬁow
partics affected by it, as much entitled to its permancnt
adémhgau the greater powers who eontrwhﬂt 1y

* 'H, however, in the opinion of thé Indian € ot
these persons have no permatient rights nnder, the Treaty; it
i the refinemeént of cruelty not to announce to them thef
"‘;dﬂon-—nﬂt ﬁ \nm‘ them



) nppnhunan of the va ; g ik

* Can any man say that this is a;mtoranhonombhﬂd-

filment of the terms ¢n which the Company beeame complete
masters of the Carngtic? ~ Will any one contend that this is
creditable or hononrable to the British Crown and People, for
whom the Company are Trustees of India? But for this
wrong there is no remedy.

« i &
HOW THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT
DESPOILS DEPOSED NATIVE PRINCES.

. i "

S B .
In the destruction of the Native States in India, there is
less to he said against the overthrow of the Peishwa than
aglmst any other. The authority of those Pringes.

usurped power; they held in eaptivity the fz ;
the founder of Mahratta greatness; they maintaineds
authority byesuperior intrigue rather than intelligence ; they
were mischievously disposed towards, rather than, like Scindia
and Holkar, openly hostile to British power; and they encou-
raged for their own purposes Pindarri robbery and free-
booting. Baji Row, the last of the Peishwas, too, wanted
even the ordinary courage of his family ; he was cowardly,
treacherous, cruel, and superstitious ; he had, too, been party
}»bmumnmhm of extraordinary atrocity in itself, and of
unpardonable insult to the British Government. So when he
surrendered to the arms of Lord Hastings, none except his
Court and  §irdars regretted his fall. By his destruction the
‘Company’s Government not only got nﬂdwm
W;MWW« erri .




-&mymhcmmed ln:do-ofpown,»hmm
hﬁtdlthevd&mdwmof.m%,
&qwhu&arldthedhumhymw&b
offerings to Hindoo shrines and holy places i this. = 4.
- From his camp fled the heir of the rightful Mahratta
Peinons; Partouli Shoa, mwdmmnﬁww
to do with him became at once a great question. Lord F
tings left it to Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone to give hmm
alarge estate or a small principality. “ At the time I had to
decide,” Mr. Ephinstone afterwards wrote to Lord Hactings, .
¢ the Mahrattas showed no disposition whatever to q\nt ’
. Peishwa’s standard, aild it appeared not iriprgbable that the
‘dreadof the completeextinetion of their national m&cﬂm
-and, still more, of the entxrelouofthmrmmnofﬂm
wwould induce them to adhere to Baji Row, that eankl W
‘have been préduced by affection to his person or i
‘his catise.” Therefore, for British interests, did Mr, M
stoneenrvamxtthwhttlemteofmmh,mdm n
Pertaub Shean Rajah. 'l‘aughtwudmmhumw»
Pnnuemhupvmpmtvgovamdsmhlodunhb,ﬂm




transferring their enterprise and their capital to,Bombny
mdtherel’aneewunﬁle houses have continned toyouen

k theMrMof&ehmé,mdmmﬂshmofthe

foreign trade. ©~

' Prominent amongst them was t&e &mﬂyﬁMeqee 1t
consisted of two brothers, Pestonjee Merjee and Viccajee
Merjee, trading under the designation of Pestonjee Viccajee.
Frdm small beginnings this firm rose to great importance ;
until the partners not only possessed the confidence, but were

~ also employed By the Bombay Government. As far back as

1817, they were entrusted by Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone
‘with the fiscal management of a great part of the Northern
Konkan, then just conquered from the Peishwa., ~BDuging our
war with that Prince, they advanced large sug
ment of our troops, and in this connexion wi
all the British authorities. Throughout a g
our new acquisitions they constructed at their ewn expense
bungalows for travellers; in Candeish they cleared a great
jungle; in most of the new British towns they established
‘Jbanking establishments ; but especially they devoted their
attenfibn to‘promote and increase the growth, cultivation and
trade in cotton. In this enternrise, they opened up roads in
that portion of Berar which belongs to the Nizam, sapplied
the peasantry with capital, furnished them with means of car-
riage, erected screws and presses; and with such effect, that
between the years 1825 and 1836, they increased the produe-
honofBerueoﬂonﬁomlWlbs.,wﬂlﬁﬂm to
48,000,000 lbs. of the value of £600,000. The firm of Pes-
tonjee Viceajee was, therefore, it will be seen, no ordinary
cominercial establishment; it had achieved great public

'mﬂh,a&dmued well of the Company’s Government,

5“*%*“1)&.“’& AR th e
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; J,hdlilhu. S Savan oot il Mgf
the revenue affairs of nearly the whole valley of Berar; and
under their just and protecting mﬂunee,mhﬁnﬁ

brought under culture, the growth of dotton was
extended, themmmnguhﬂypdd,udmm
of the country greatly improved. As was to be expected, the
Native Government got graduaily into the debt of Pestofijee
Viceajee ; still down to 1838, the account was not (in coms
parison with future advances) largely overdrawy ; the balance
against the Nizam being only £56,000. , G Py
In that year the Affghan war—the origin of so many ills
and vou-wudqchret.l; and its enormoug demands on the
.. Indian Treasuries pressed heavily on the pecumiary means of
the Company. Under the Treaty of 1802, (concluded after
the destruetion of Tippoo Sultan) the Nizam was obliged to
Reep up a contingent of 9,000 cavalry and 6,000 infantyy for
the use of the British Government. This force is,* substan-
tially, part of the British army, disciplined in the same
manner, commanded by British officers, paid through the
British Resident. Of 50 little use is it to the Ntzam,*that to
carry on the internal administration of his country, he is
obhgedtomuntnnagrstmyofkohﬂhl,mm
and Sikhs of his own. Now in 1838, that prince had not suf~
ficient availablp funds to keep up the pay of - thmw"
which takes mﬁﬁhdhuwhohm,m e




sum of £687,000 Much of it wal snpphe& to ‘P&fxm_}w
Viccajee by friends and cormpondmts who confided in ﬂmﬁ?
and in 1841 the firm; urged by their creditors, very. prbpa&y
requested, as English bankers under the circumstances would
lon before have done, the Nizam’s Government to give them
a tangible seeps‘;y for these and ﬁmﬁime reqnasf
was complied with = a mortgage of part of Tevenues
was made to them ; it was delivered to the British *mdent ~
" he placed it -on the records of the Resxdency, and gav
toujee Viccajee an authenticated c:):s' ; for, (to
words), “ the' gatisfaction of their creditors. » ]
was conscquently a party to this mortgage ; h
decd, avouched its euﬁicxeucy, and in effect, 1f nol
guaranteed the transaction.

. In-1845, though the debt had, bv their C\ccllc.nt mmage
ment of the mortgaged districts, been then reduced to some
6300 000, Pestonjee Viceajee became desirous of drawing the
mﬂt to a‘close, and resolved to make no further advances.
'ﬂm determination gave great umbrage to the Nizam’s govern-+
ment, which was thus thrown on its own resources to provide
dimcﬂg and regularly, for the Contingent’s pay. Neverthe-

less, applied to by the Nizam for a personal loag, they accom-
mndatul him. - Scarcely, however, had they d ~done m.;!hmﬁb
 possession. of the mortgaged districts was demanded from
"% and, wmgwﬁma,mmml pbople m




In March 1851, the tgent: of thb !!wia‘
' Enghnd the justice denied them in India. -
on Mr. Herries, then President of the Board of ©
on the Chairman, the Deputy-Chairman, and" others
Enst Indin Directors.e At these interviews their cl
* fully recognized, the utmonlympathymw‘
painful situation, and the impression produced wmw
ouewonld receive support. At last came the offici
to their Memorial ; :tnmplymteéﬂut"the‘ t

mﬁouhu were assured that letters WMMW
byngrendm.toLthelnmstdnndﬂww&‘
ertofbmetmtotthovmor-GwanIM



In 1848, utmgk.pmmptoryw&d from ﬂm&!ﬁhk«
dent at Hyderabad would have saved Patan;ee%mpaimm‘
this ruin, That word was not uttered: ﬂwywereﬂlom
~ tobe wronefully ousted from fhe mortgages othnch they
" were in lawful possession. For six years they appealed in
vain for assistance and help in the recovery of their ac~

knowledged claim from the Supreme Government. Then they

extend their pursuit of justice to England. Here they are
encouraged to expect it on a return to Calcutta. And there
they find, instead of the promised support, the stereotyped:
refusal to enforde what is right, and remedy what is wrong.
Motives for the refusal to act, in 1845, it is needless to im-
pute. But this is clear, that so long as Pestonjee Viccajee
" would supply fonds to pay the Contingent, they were kept in
possession of the districts : immediately they ceased their ad-
vances, they whre aliowed to be ejected. And this is how the

Company’s Government treats native merchants. The House

of Pestonjee Viccajee was rich, almost “ beyond thebqwﬂ

of human avarice ;”—its aged partners are now about to bo
turned out penniless on the streets of Bombay. Who &
blame? Can any one doubt that it is the Company’s Govern-
ment 7, Yet for the recovery of this debt, for the satisfaction
of this wrong, the law has provided no remedy.

HOW THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT
BEHAVES T0 OLD ALLIES.

Goom wlyoppmhullndnothfmm’l‘dh&wy

h.m-utberﬂl,lhtﬁaw padmdonhaﬂpa!
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pass connecting the Coast Provinces with Mysore; runs through.
~ thee Coorg Hills; and so long as this pass was in the posses-
sion of an adverse Prince agd a brave independent people,
Mysore might bécome assailable from the East India Com=
pany’s Western Capital, Bombay. Hence Hyder and his still
more implacable son, bent every effort to conquer Coorg; at
times they were nearly successful ; oncethcyh-daptmed.d
imprisoned the Rajah ; but fortune more or less protected him,
until Tippoo brought down on himself the just anger and ‘the.
irresistible arms of Lord Cornwallis. . $o e
" Of the Rajahs of Coorg, before they had thus acqmnﬂﬂw
enmity and persecution of Hyder Ally and Tippoo little is
known, except that they had, for centuries, ruled over abrave
mountainous people, whose attachment and fidelity to their
* sovereigns became conspicuous when those succefsful Mahome-
dan usurpers of Mysore attacked their little State. It was how-
ever against desperate odds that the Rajah of Coorg resisted
assaults, in which religious fanaticism against a Hindoo Prince,
joined with a strong desire to possess a country so important to
the safety and defence of Mysore, redoubled the animosity
against Coorg independence; and severewere the syfferings both
of the Rajah and his people in their gallant and determined
resistance. Their sovereign’s cruel imprisonment at Sering~
apatam did mot abate the ardour of his subjects; the
mountaineers held out firmly and heroically, even when th
Rajah was in their oppressor’s hands ; and the commencement
of Lord Cornwallis’ war against Tippoo found the Rajah
ﬂlmpmofthem‘prtﬁhlmmhy ‘He
at once risked all the dangers of Tippoo’s success, dboub

-
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' chmdﬁx‘ah'theaangers of the campaign, was fommost in
every fight, and almost worshipped the British soldiers for
_ their indoritable courage in thgsc desperate encounters. The:
preliminary articles of peace were nearly eoncluded when
Tippoo’s desire to reck his vengeance on the Rajah risked
everything ; Tord Cornwallis insisted ‘om Tippoo recog-
nising the complete independence of Coorg, for he was
resolved to protect so faithful and useful an Ally. ~ Irritated
almost to madness by being thus disappointed of ven-
geance, Tippoa. refused ; and it was only when Lord
Corwallis had again pointed his guns against Seringa-
_ patam, that his obstinacy gave way. Grateful for these
services, Liord Cornwallis undertook mnever to interfere
in the internal effairs of Coorg, smd commuted a large
money paymenlt, insisted on by the Bombay authorities, for an
elephant which the Rajah was yearly to present to t ’East
India Company.

Equally faithful to the English alliance, and equnllv useful
in the campaign, was the Rajah of Coorg in our second and
final war with Tippoo; and it is not too much to say that
withoyt his gnergetic co-operation, the Bombay army could-
not have reached Seringapatam in 1799. “The Rajah of
Coorg,” wrote Lord Wellesley, in 1799, “has scconded my
views and the exertions of the Company’s servants on this
occasion, with a degree of spirit, energy, and fidelity, which:
confirm the high character he had justly obtained in the late
war.”’  He and his brother and successor were in fact our
- firm and steadfast’ friends—when their friendship was of
vﬂne and with their throne the son of the latter Pnnoe
- inherited their feclings and policy.

e Iawmotemddlﬂicnkamnntryuﬂaorgthnyww
!i}ahhdwhtﬂamtemmthlhmpml his life was
,hodpnnﬂpdbhmﬁeld md hill tparh amlmmb;ech
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death of this man’s first wife, to save the family fro
poued]mmihmon of his contmctmg ah mfenor
second sister was given him, and he was bkndlomely lnp
at the Rajab’s expence. Dmatmﬁed howcver, mtj;
of power, he committed a most barbarous ) er
towards Mysore; and on the frontiers cut down two f t p
Coorg people who attempted to prevent his escape. 9
sore, unfortunately, he was received and protected by tho ;9?"3
tish authorities, and into their ears he instilled the ;
calumnies against the Rajah. That Prince demandod ..h&
.. extradition of the mur&:rcr the demand, beug refuled, was
repeated more vehemently. - Discussion with the Madras Gq.-
vernment followed ; it proposed to send a Commulwner to
(oorg to arrange the dispute ; but the Commissioner nppamted
never reached its capital, Macara. One of his native suite,
however, did ; and was instantly arrested by the quh, who
refused to surrender him unless his brother-in-law was ﬁrlt
given up. 'T'o this request the British Governmefit wﬂﬂd not
listen, and from it the Rajah would not recede. 8o in ﬂw
begmmng of 1834 a Proclamation was issued depoung' ;
RaJah ‘and an army ndvanced m.to Coorg to cm'qv "
Proclamation. This was done, thongh not mthoul; wmg '
difficulty ; in April 1834 the Rajah unrrendqgg&‘%
treasures were smsed,Coorgmannued, mdqﬁe& me little
dehy‘h and bis family were sent state pruonm;l o B
" At Benares the Rajah was at first ghwl upo:lku{xm
T Ny,
enter, th moﬁé&h harge of him, it wa
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[ intercourse has been thus auﬁ!oﬁtaﬁve]ymeurded hythttdu-»
tmgumhed officer : 5

2 Hmute recorded by * Lieut.-Colonel Carpenter, Agent to the
Govemor-General of India, Benares, 1st January, 1848,

‘f The period for my departure from Benares and return to Europe
having arrived, I cannot part with his Highness the Rajah of Coorg,
without giving him a testimonial of the sentiments with which he
has inspired me. .

“Since the Rajah quitted his palace at Coorg, in April, 1834, he

~ has been under pn charge, and I have infinit~ satisfaction in record-
ing the quiet, peaceahle, and.exemplary behaviour of His Highness
during the long period of nearly fourteen years that I have beena -
constaut observer of his conduet, and which has been several times
) favourably aoticed in my various reports to the Supreme Govern-
~ment.

‘1 am aware that subsequent to the Rryalt s deposal numm: i
charges of cruelty and oppression, whilst he reigned -in “have
been brought aguinst him ; but I am bound in justice t6 declare,
that during the whole time he has been under my care, no evidenge
of a gruel disposition has ever been exhibited ; on the contrary, his
manners and habits are mild and gentle in the extreme, and he has
invariably won the regard and esteem of all parties with whom he
came i contact since he quitted Coorg. Unfortunately, previous to
that event, he had never seen more than half a dozen European offi-
cers in his life. The Rajah is a perfect specimen of an innate gen-
tleman, though naturally reserved and shy, so that it becomes
necessary to know him well to appreciate his many good and amiable
qualities : he is particularly susceptible of attention and kindness.

“Jn conclusion, I carnestly recommend him and his family to
consideration, and heartily and sincerely bid him farewell, with my
best and warmest wishes-that comfort and happiness may attend
tqu in every situation, and under all circumstances. The Rajah’s
numerons elnldren are especial objects of care and anxiety to him,
owing to ‘the extreme difficulty of providing for their future welfare,
morepartwnhﬂy the little girl he is in the habit of dressing'in the
European style. Ay kindness to ber is peculiarly gratifying to the
Rajah, and & enIrydeﬂrona she shall be educated and broaght

b if she was m’ m“ﬂ!
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to make for the fotdke provision of the child, will, 1 trust, reccive.
tbew-ﬂm of my successor, as far as it may be in
lmpowertognntn" s g VB
*In time the Rajah himself not omly professed Chris-
tiahity, but resolved to bring up his. favourite dtmg’hter
—the child thus xéferred to by Colonel Carpenter—in, the
faith and nurture of England. With this view, as also
to prosecute claims ahout to be explaingd, he solicited and
cbtained permission from the Supreme Government of India
to visit this country for tweive months ; and, accompanied by
the young lady, and a proper suite, he arrived in London in
the beginning of 1852.  On his arrival herg, he unexpectedly
found his chief design encouraged and promoted in the highest
quarters. The Queen graciously condescended to become
sponsor for the child ; assigned her guardianship and educa- :
tion to a lady of rank awd eminent fitness; and in due course
of time the httle girl was separated from the Rajah, for the
purpose—to use his own language—of being * brought up
with English habits and notions.” Thus parted from his little
favourite, the Rajah’s attachment for her seems to have in-
ereased, and in dread of the approaching permanent separation,
he requested an extension of his leave of ahsence from Be-
nares. This request the Court stiffly and curfly refused.*
The Rajah renewed his application with still greater warmth ;
first, on the ground of his unwillingness to leave his child,
about whose position he laboured under some degree of un-
certainty, and also for the purpose of arranging, if possible,

his private affairs. i

* My natural feelings as a father,” he wrote to the Secfe!&y of
the East India Company, on the 17th January, 1853, * towards my
dsughter, lately become a Christian, whom I must leave behind ‘me
in England, when I return to India, induce me to wish to prolong
my stay for a time, as the separation, when it takes place befwéen
me and my child will be, in all human probability, a separation. fﬁ.‘
., MMI msldm &ive,way. to gny agxiety on
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Majesty has so gracipusly condeooended to care jbr botlx her spirltud
and temporal concerns—for which I feel, and shall ever feel, most
grateful—yet T may permit myself to indulge in SRY oW at the
near prospect of taking leave of her.

“ My visit to England was determined upon in order to bring_ my
dauglhiter to he baptized, educated # the Christian faith, and brought
up with English habits and English notions ; and was projected by
me solely with the view of gratifying- this, the earnést desire of my
beart, without having. any reason to hope for any distinguished
patronage for myself or child. The spontaneous act of condescet-
sion on the part of Her Most Gracious Majesty was necessarily
unlooked for by me, and was of a character to call forth, as it did,
both my surpriz» and my gratitude. I do, therefore, earnestly desire
to remain some time longer in the same country where my child is,
and where T can still see her.”

In this tender appeal to their sympathies, the Court
hewever, could* ¥ see no sufficient gmound for any extension
of leave of absence,” and insisted that the afflicted father
should “no longer delay to, procure a passage to.Imdia.”’
Becoming, however, more and more dissatisfied with the
conduct of those in whose charge his daughter was placed,
the Rajah did not obey this order to return to Benares, and
the consequence is, that the Court of Directors have, at last,
resolv.e(.1 tostop payment of his allowance—or, in other words,
_ to starve both him here and his family at Benares, into
compliance.

But for the Rajah’s wish to remain longer in England, there
is another and a more serious reason. The allowance he now
receives from the Government of Indiasmay, we see, be stopped
or diminished, whenever it pleases the Governor-General
or the Court of Directors. Now, before her Majesty would
assume the responsibility of the young Princess’ education,
it became, and very properly, necessary to provide a fund-to
defray its cost, and for the young lady’s subsequent main-
tenance in England. The Rajah thereupon bound himself
by deed with trustees—Lord Hudmge and Sir J. W. Hogg
—to pay £400 on_her - Before leaving her,
he is, lum#a s of seckri thbwﬂghdﬂd
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* he may vae, or

his present aMowance from the
Government of India. He therefore, seeks to remain until
he can give thes Queen this additional guarantee for his
ddighter’s independent support. But this he can only do by
& settlement of his own pecungary affairs ; and these require
some explanation to comprehend the full gnmty of the con-
duct of the Court of Directors, G

The uncle and father of the Prince now in London, were
Wth prudent and economical Sovereigns; and so well did
they rule their mountainous principality, that they were ghle
to invest not less, we believe, than nearly ten lacs of rupees
(or about #£100,000) in the Company’s Fynds, all of which
the Rajah inherited; receiving, through his Commercial

Agents at Madras, the dividends thereon, regularly to the

period when the disputes already referred to commenced. .
The pecuniary claim®of the Rajah are two—one detived

from his father, the other from his uncle, thé prior Rajah.

His father, Rajah Ling Rajundur Wadeer, invested a large
gm of money in the Madras 5 per cent loan, and on ‘that
Prinee’s death, the present Rajah inherited it, and received
the dividends down to 1831, when it was converted into the
Company’s 4 per cent paper in his own name. His unele had
also investéd a much larger sum in his only child, a daugh-
ter’'s name; but, on it, the dividends were paid first to
his brother Rajah Ling, and then to his nephew the ex-
Rajah, who, by his cousin’s death unmarried, became her heir
also. The dividends on both these sums continued to be paid
to the ex-Rajah until the commencement of the disputes with
the British authorities. Then their payment was suspended ;
and, after the unhappy Prince’s deposition, it was absolutely
refused. A prisoner and exile at Benares, dependent on the
bounty of the Indian Government, the ex-Rajah was not;
of course, in a position favourable to the prosecution of his
claims; he made, however, several representations on the
subject, but though he stands in their own books as a publie
Mﬁu , to the extent of uwm
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of their public d®ht has, in point of facf, been repndafed
Before leaving Benares the Rajah, howeve:.', informed the
Governor-General that he would take aetive measures to
bring the subject before the Home anthorities; but here they

. réfuse to listen o his case, andarefer him back to India, wheze

" they will not “recognise” it.

The Rajali has a large-family and being, as Colonel Carpen-
ter states, a man of. strong paternal affection, he desires to
leave them a competence.  For means to-do so he has naturally
tugned to his private property vested in the territorial
debt of India. There he stands as a public creditor; but
from a period @mmencing two years’ previous to his
deposition, and while he was a reigning Printe ahd their

. Ally, down to this hour, the Indian Government 'have
repudiated payment of the dividends thereon; and though
for ninetom‘ yvears he has addrdsed reclamation after
reclamation against this injnstice, his petitions, he says,
“have only been passed over in silence.”  Henow asks the Court
of Directors to restore this property to him, that he may makg
a permanent settlement on the Queen’s protegee, and provide
for his other children at Benares. And the Court refer him
to that Local Government by which, for these nineteen years,
his lettgrs hgve remained unanswered ! K
Upon such conduct, the worst that ean be said is, that it

wants the boldness, the straightforwardness, and the formal
honesty of Louis Napoleon in confiscating the Orleans pro.
perty. The Indian Government deprive the unhappy Prince
of the dividends on private savings invested in the Company’s
funds, and refuse him all explanation of this act of arbitrary
power; and when he appeals tp the Home Government, they will
not listen to his complaint, because it is mot transmitted
through a lsacal Government that will not correspond with
him on the subject! And for a Wrong like this, thereis in

“pur Indian " System—in that “ most absolute despotism,”

which, nceordiig‘to Lord John Russell, “is qnlliﬁodmd
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7 . aNom i Tuact No. IV,

* ° _ “THE NATIVE PRINCES OF INDIA.”
{n ,WMatz‘oh‘a’fhé &dtcﬁéﬂ"‘b&ifaw in this Tract as to the
resugiption proceedings of the ‘British Authorities in Sattarah, we

gaxe now enabled to quote the following. - bia o ks

. “'¥en. 2, 1863,

“T have been informed from Bombay that the Company's
" Governmént have lately appointed an * Enam Committee’ to inquire
isto the tenure and nature of epams, [rent-free grants of land],
jagheers, &. Under this pretence the local authorities have exten-
ded their injustice in a measure which is not the less shorg of
usurpation of the rights and enjoyments of private individuals, than
the nsurpation of sovereiguties. :
" “The authorities have demanded the papers awd sunnuds [grants],
from all Enarhdars [rent.free holders), jagheerdars, &c., npon whi
they hold and enjoy their enams [grnmsj and jagheers [estates].
The latter, however ready to produce their deeds, have been molested -
by an arbitrary search in their houses, in order to take away afl other
papers, documents, §ec. appertaining to the Ensm, or to whatever
other matters there might be of private concern. “l convinece you
of the fact, T will herein give you the instance of the shameful
treatment met with by Khundeyrow and Rowbah at the hands of the
authorities. Khundeyrow and Rowbah are in the possession and
éjoyment of their Enam village, Boregaun. There they were called
upon by the authorities to give up all the papers, records, docurhents,
they may possess and lay them before the Enam Committee. "This
was an encroachment upon the concerns of private individuals, and,
- therefore, Khundeyrow and Rowbah of right remonstrated against
the arbitrary demand, with the exeeption that they yere rgady to
produce the Sunuuds and other doeuments apportainin{f to the
same, by which they hold their Enams. Notwithstanding this
offer, the authorities forcibly entered their houses, and took away to
Poonah all the papers, records, &c. found, therein, loaded in several
carts. The ancient practice was to demand to see the sunnuds, take
copies thereof, and return the originals to their holders. Among the
papers were printed books and pamphlets which Rowbah bad taken
with him from Benares, and which related to the unfortunate case of
His Hi.ghness the Rajah. In these books, there were copies or
translations of certain papers which yere proved to have been fabri-
cated for the unjustifiable inculpation of his Highness. Upon this, the
Mumlutdar [the paid local native authority], accused Kbundeyrow
and Rowbah of having keptmen in their houses refting tg the
transactions of Government, even threatened to imprison them,
which however the Mumlutdar did not do. _ [
““This f:ldtmt:knitu;f cnfu? f::ib!y the houseg of Enamdars, and
searching and away a every paper relating to whatever
yption Shey. may Bare, 15, 0k oply sigiered, by'lh.ndqm and
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. doubt teach the people to o
tluBnthh rule.

i “This is the case with those' who hold sunnuds and other docu-
ments to prove the nﬁnnl of the enams. But you must be well aware
that there are several Zemindars, Enamdars, and Hukdars, [owners
of dues], as well as Bara Bullottee, [the municipal village officers],
who enjoy their n hts, howem trifling they may. be, for
one; two, and three undred and who know very little of
sunnuds or docuthents; or they may have lost them.
These individuals gare told “will be allowed to enjoy their
Enar-s or rights, provided they roduce their sunpuds; if not,
sach ‘nams will be seized, or permmed only for their lives. What

. would you think the condition of the people must be under this rule?

- Instead of confiding in the British Government for proteetion, such
treatment must lead the pe;&le to open tbexr eyes, and the
not known at this time.
giving protection, itsell becomes th nlnrpcr of

what they have to expect from "
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