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Paul wrote, “ All seekx their own.” While such a spirit is to be
condemned, selfish people may yet be of much benefit to a countrys
Unjust wars have sometimes been the means of' counferring great
blessings upon the conquered nation. In ordinary life, throngh the
wise arrangement of Providence, men may do the greatest service
to the public when they are thinking of nothing but their own
interest.

There is often a loud outery against grain merchants, bat it is
they who prevent people being starved when there is a famine.
“The grain merchant is only thinking of gaining for himself
prefit on his capital like any other trader ; but the way he takes to
seenre this profit, which is by baying up grain when it 1s cheap,
and selling it when dear, is exacily the way in which tho plentiful
crop of one year may supply the defeet of avother, so that there
may not be first waste and then famine.'*

A farmer raises grain simply for h.s own profit, although other
people would starvo if he did not. A shopkeeper does uot coms
mence business for the benefit of the pablic, and he sells the best
articles at the lowest ratos he can sunply to attract custom. A
lawyer studics hard to attain a high rank in his profession meroly
to secure more chents.

Graunting that the Iinglish are the ©“ most avaricious and sclfish
peoble in the world,” that Mnglish merchants como here simply
“to turn a penny/’ 1t 18 for their own interest that the people of
Indin should be rich and prosperous.  The more the people have to
sell, the move they are able to buy, the better it will be for the
merchants. The capital they introduce is the life’s blood of com-
merce.  They have opened up fresh sources of industry ; through
their competition ryots get higher prices for their produce, and can
purchase goods at cheaper rates.  No men have done more to in-
crease the wealth of India than the maligned BEuglish merchants.
It is equally advantageons to the “ bhureauwecracy” that India
should be rich. More new * uscloss offices” with “ extravagant
salaries” could thns be created to provide for their poor relations,
The greater the quantity of blood in the victim, the more thore
would be for the ‘“ immense vampire to drain off >

The truth is that the real interests of the English and Indians
are identical. Both aro benefiting one another, even when merely
secking their own gain, pee——

An old book says, “ The labourer is worthy of his hire.” Sup-
pose a skilful superintendent takes charge of a badly managed
estate, and in few years increases its productiveness fivefold. In
sharing the profits, there may be selfishness on the part of the
proprietor as well as in the ruperintendent.

Archbishop Whately,



50 MATERIAL AND POLITICAL PROGRESS,

The struggle for existence is not confined to India. The lats
Colonel Sykes, for mapy years resident in this country, says,
“ Poverty and wretchedness exist in all countries ; but this much
1 can say, that in similar limited arpas I never witpessed in India
guch an amount of squalid misery as it has been my snisfortune to
witness in my personal inquairies in London and elsewhere, into the
condition of the labouring classes.”’*

The recent “ Bitwr Cry of Outeast London’ shows that the
misery still exists.

It will require the most strenuous efforts both of Europeans and
Indians to cope with the difticult tusk of meeting the needs-of this
country.

AGRICULTURAL RErosm.

This is by far the most important point connected with the
improvement of the material condition of the pevple. Tt is the
shief way by which the underfed millions can obtain a better supply
of food. Manufactures are also of great vaine ; but they @ e second-
ary compared with agriculture.  They will be noticed in tho
succecding chapter.

Need of Improvemeni.—About 80 per cent of the population
depend directly or indirectly upon agriculture for a livelihood — The
bulk of the people warry and multiply withoat any more thonght of
the future than rabbits i a warmen.  “ They age not ke the small
Jandownors of France,” says Caird, “ who are scif-restrained, frugal,
industrious, and improving cultivators.”  In former times the
population was kept down by war, pestilence, und famine. The
Pux Britenwica prevents the ravages of ihe first; vaccination,
hospitals, &c., reduce the mortality from the second ; roads, ralways,
&e., with the expenditure of milhions, alleviate the third. In spite,
however, of severe famines the population increased 12 millions
durivg the last deeade : the normal rate is probably much bigher.

W. R. Robertson, kEsq., Superintendent of the Government
Farms, Madras, remarks :—

* A primitive systens ol husbandry, which sufficed to meet the wants
of a scanty population, when there was plenty of good land available,
no longer suflices, now that the demand for human fued has become so
gm'g.h 'a;\.‘ud such a large area of poor soil has to be tilled.”

Government must interfere. Dr. Hunter justly says,

* The principle of laissez faire can, in fact, be safely applied only
to self-governing nations. The English in India are now called upon,
cither to stand by and witness the pitiless overerowding of masses of

hungry human beings, or to aid the people in increasing the food sup-
ply to meet their wants.” p. 130.

Kaye's Adminisfration of the East India Company, p. 718,
L]
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Practioability of Improvement.—Sir James Caird, probably the
highest agricultural authority in England, says, o

* The agricaltural system, ¢xcept in the richer and: irrigated lands, is
to eat or sell every salenble article the land produces, to nse the manure
of the cattle for fucl, and to retarn nothing to the soil in any proportion
to that which is taken away...... Crop follows crop without intermission,
g0 thut Indian agriculiare is becoming simply a process of exhaustion.”
Famine Lteport, p. B.

Sir R. Temple says that “eleven bushels of grain per acre are
produced in India as compared with thirty in England,” This
rafe in England was obtained only graduslly,  In the days of

"Queen Anne it was about 15 busbhels; towards the close of laat
century the yield was abont 20 bushels. In England the averagy
yield according to Mark Lune returus is now about 32 bushels ; in
Seotland it has advanced to 40.%

Dr. Hunter admuts that it is not possible at one bound to
introduce scientific agricnltur~; but he thinks sufficient progress
might be made to meet the exigencies of the case. Adcording
to Sir James Caird, f one bushel an acre could be added to the
produce of Tudian ficlds, it wounld feed 22 millions.  Dr. Hunter
shows that to meet the merease of population all thut 13 required is
to add 1} per cent a year to the produce.

Means of Improrement.—(nly o few can be noticed.

1. Au wguiry snto the present eondition of ryots aud the practi-
cability of amelior®ting it by changes in the fiscal arrangements of
Government,

Some information has already been colleeted ; but move is neces-
sary. Dr. Hunter, Director-General of Statistics, says,

“ It hus been my duty fo find out precisely what amount of informa-
{ion exists with regard to the agriculture of India; and to compare that
information with the facts which the Governments of Europe and Ameri-
ca supply ou the same points, I have come to the conclusion that no
central Government stands more in need of agricultural knowledge than
the Government of Tmlin, aud that no Government has a smaller stock of
such knowledge within its central hady.”¥ ;

Very conflicting opinions are expressed on some of tho most
important questious. The Madras Delegate made the following
statement at Aberdeen :—

¢ The pssessment was very high. Nominally it was said to be ewwsttrird
of the gross produce, but as a matter of fact it varied in many instances
from forty to fifty per cent. of tho gross producc—(cries of * Shame’).
And this was not the only thing. Every tlur'tg years the assessment was
revised. Of course revision meant enbancerhent. There was enhance-
mert every time that revision took place.”}

* Nimetesnth Cenlury, Nov. 1685. p. 706. t England’s Work in India, p. 98,
1 Quoted in The Hindx, Dec. 26,21885.
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The Hindu has the following :—

. “Our ‘beneficent’ government, as the learned writer on Revenne
Administration in the Madras Presidency in our colamns has incontro-
vertibly proved, takes to itself no less thaa 47 per cent. of the produce,
(and) levies innumerable other contributions.” Oct. 13, 1§85.

On the other hand, Mr. Justice Cunningham, one ‘of the Famine
Commissioners, gives a very different accovnt of the pressure of
land taxation :—

“The usual sharc claimed from the cultivator by Native Govern-
ments was three-fifths of the gross produce of the soil, out of which the
zemindar was generally allowed a tenth or three-fiftieths of the whale,
as & reward for his services in collection. The caltivator was thus left’
with two-fifths of his crop for his own maintenance and the expenses of
cultivation. But the ﬂhare of the gross produce now claimed as land
revenue has sunk under British rule from more t.han a half to a propor-
tion ranging between three and eight per cent (3% to 4 ), and though local
cesses add a fraction to this percentage, the proportion at preseut received
by Government i5 a were fraction of that which, under Akl ar's famous
settlements, was claimed as an un¢nestionable and immemonal due.”*

The Liand Tax, so fa~ from being increased, has been reduced as
a tule at cach re-settlement. The following table shows the average
ratos per acre in the Madras ’residencyt :—

Dry Land. Irrigated Land.

®S, A. . £ ox d ws. A 0. X s d.

1852-3 1 311 0 2 6 7 0N 031 1}
1875-6 1 011 0 2 1} 4 811 0 9 1}

Tho present percentage of the Madras Government demand on
the estimated gross value of crops is 6-3 per cent, or %, instead of 40
or 50 per cent according to Mr. Mudeliyar. His assertion carries
absurdity on the face of it. If the government share ot 21 millions
sterling amounted even to one-third of the whole crop, half the
population must long ago have perished.

As the idea is widely prevalent that ryots are ““ rack-rented” by
Government, it is desirable to appoint a Mired Comuission” of
Inquiry, composed of officials and non-official Natives in egual
numbers. The latter should be well-known men, commanding
general confidence.

The invoestigation, however, should not be confined to the amount
of the government demand. There is a growing feeling that our
Roveno2 system requires modification. Mr. Justice Canningham,
one of the Famine Commissioners, mentions several suggestions
under this head.

Mr. Hume says, :

“ Wherever we turn we find agricultarists burthened with debts run-
ning on at enormous rates of interest. In some districts, even provinces,

British Indis and its Rnlers, p. 156. 4 I'tid, p, 141.
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the evil isall-absorbing—a whole population of paupers, hopelessly meshed
in the wiles of usurers.”*

Dr. Hunter says,

*“It has been my duty to make inquirivs in every province of India as
to the interest which money yields. I find that for smull loans to the
cultivators the old native rate of 37} per cent per annum still prevails.”"t

S'uah a rate it has been remarked “ would he fatal to suceessful
agricultural enterprise in any country.”

Under the preseut system, the ryot is at the mercy of the money-
lexder, who not ouly charges cnormous interest, but takes over tie
crop at his own valuation.  The puor ryot has ouly esvugh to heep
budy and soul together, '

Mr. E. C. Buck, Sovretary to Goverrment w the Rovenue and
Agricultural Depariment, says, :

“ The iden of Government being the money-lender to the ngricultural
classes is an indigenous one.  ThLe moncy-lender has taken the place of
Goverument.”'} .

Agricultural Banks have been proposed, but they would require
an expensive machivery, and it would be impussible to work thetn
on the requisite scale.

The Farmne Commission Report says,

“dt should therefope be the pulicy of the Government to advanco
money freely and on gasy terms on the security of the lund, wherevor it
can be done without@erions risk of ulfimate Josw.™ p. 56,

A full statement of the case by Mr. A. Harington, C. 8., will be
found 1o the Calcutta Iivricie for 1883,

No doubt there are difficultics. A Bombay paper says, “ We
have known cascs in which the horrower had to pay so much to the
kulkarani and patil and sceunity and witnesses that harvdly fifty
per cent of the loan remaived in his haud.”  Days are ulso lost in
arranging for the loan.

The Famine Commissioners notice several changes, which would
render the system of Government advances more popular,

A correspondent in a Madras paper suggests thdt even an altera-
tion in the times of collection would be of essential benefit.

Bengal has had s0 much controversy on the land question that the
inquiry might be limited to the Bombay and Madras Presidencies.

2. The establishment of a well-oryanised and efficient AGricHt-
tural Department.

Lord Mayo was probably the only Governor-General of India
who ever farmed for a livelihood.  ““ Many a duy,”” he used to say,
“ have I stood the livelong day in the mwarket selling my beasts.”

Agricaltural Referm, p, 62. 4 Bngland's Work in India, p. 42.
1 Quoted in Calewite Review for 1883, p. 163.
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He felt that improved agriculture was the greatest need for the
# material” progress of India, and drew up a most comprehensive
and well-devised' scheme for the agricultural improvement of India,
esplained in Mr. Hume’s Agricuyltural Reform in India. The
Secretary of State ruled that Hevenue, not dgricultwre, should be
the main object of the new Department. Lord Mayo’s scheme was
so mutilated that the poor rump became an object of derision, and
finally received the coup-de-gracs. 'I'his shows the evils of an ignor-
aut interfcrence on the part of a mere English politician.

The Famine Commission agamn urged upon Government the
carrying out of Lord Mayo’s plans. .

135. ¢ A Director of Agriculture shonld be appointed for each Provime
as exccutive head of the Department, chosen for his knowledge of the
condition of the people, and particularly of the agricultural classes. He
wounld directly control the special statistical otficers and wonld be the
adviser of the Local Government in all matters relating to agricalturo
and statistice. Tn ordinary Simes he should discharge these duties and
superintend all measures designed to improve the agricnlture of the
country, and in times of famine he would be the officer responsible for
warning thy government as to the agricultural outlook and for preparing
such a forecast as should guide it in issuing instructions and sctting on
foot measares of relief. A corresponding officer should perform analo-
gous duties nnder the Government of Indiu, nssisting it in its dealings
with the Local Governments in the Agricultural ];epnr{‘mcnt and in the
supervision of the Local Directors of Agriculturom All these officials
and a cortain proportion of the special officers in ecach district should
have been prepared for their duties by a technical training in scicutific
and practical agriculture.”

(Great advantage was desired cven from the visit of an agricul-
turist like 8ir James Caird. The Government of India shonld
have a Director-General of Agriculture, of similar calibre, who
should be a member of the Imperal Council. Each Presidency
should have 1ts Agricultural College for a thorough training. . At
the recent International Conference on Education, considerable
differences of opinion were expressed with regard to agricultural
teaching. In the mofussil, there might be ¢ Schools.”

Two classes have to be kept in view.

There are a few zcmindars interested in agriculture who have
gufimeat moans to avail tbemselves of modern improvements.
There should be superior Model Farms as a guide for such.

For the great body of ryots, Model Farms should be of such a
size and furnished with such implements as would be within the
average means of the class sought to be benefited.

A very simple Agricultural Text-Book for ryots is required,
somewhat in the style of Tanner’s Alphabet of Agriculture, or
Maurtin Doyle’s lesgons for Irish peasants.
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‘The rule, “ Begin at the bottom and, work upwards,” reguires
to be followed. It is mearly useless to point out to poor ryotg
improvements beyond their means. .

Some progress has already bgen made in the organization of an
Agricultural sDepartment, but it is still very imperfect. Lord
Mayo’s schemeshould be fully carried out.

The expense may be considered tho great difficulty, but it is
proposed tc meet the outlay from the  Famine Fund.’ Seo
remarks under “ Ways and Means’’ at the eud of the next chapter.

{. An Agricultural Sureey.—The first step to the improvement
of Native Agricultnre 1s to understand it thoronghly. Two or thres
yéars might well be devoted to its study, During a recent visit to
China and Japan, it seemed to the writer that an officer like Mr,
Buck might examine with great advantage the systems of agrionl-
ture in these countries. The amount of the land revenne and its
mode of cellection might form another inguiry.  Already sorae vala-
ahle Chinese and Japanese plants have been introduced into India)
and there may be others which would be suitable.

4. The enlightenment of the ryote—Mr. Robertson, of Madras,
rightly regards this as the root of improvement. The Bombay
ﬂnarmoduyn 8ays,

“ Until a moral reformation takes place in the characters and habits
of the tarmers and Lgrrowers generally, we fear it is impossible for any
act or any body to help them much. If hard experience und suffering
do not teach the borrowers pradence and economy, special fuvors will not
do this."”

The ryot should be tanght, among other things, the comparative
results from spending Rs. 25 on a feast or a gold ornament and on
the purchase of a good plough.

A good tract, to be widely circulated among ryots, is much wantoed.
It should point out the cvil effects of some of themr hubits, and
indicate a more excellent way. [Iranklin’s ¢ Poor Richard’s Alma-
nac ”’ would furnish a model. It should abound with native proverbs.
Most of the ryots, it is true, cannot read, but cducation is grudually
spreading. ’

Past Pailures.—It may be alleged that these are not a few ; but,
a8 a rule, it is only in this way that snccess has ultimatelrrdsxaa
achieved. The Department hitherto has been starved, and those
¢connected with it have often been made to know the bitterness of
“ hope deferred.” On the other hand, much valuable information
hae been acquired, and there are pmcticaf results which well com-
pensate for the outlay.

Sources of Information.—The foregoing remarks treat very imper-
fectly of a great subject. The following works may be consalted :
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~The Famine Commission Report contains a large amount of useful
information, the salient points of which are given in Mr. Justive
Cunningham’s British India and its Rulers. r. Hume’s Agricul-
tural Reform in India, Mr. S. M. Hossein’s Our Difficulties and
Wants 1 India, and various publications by Mr. «Robertson of
Madras, are also valuable. hﬁ* Green, the Ceylon Director of
Public Instruction, has taken a warm interest in Agriculture, and
published an edition. of Mr. Robertson’s Agricultural Clase Book,
adapted to the Island.

Agricultural Distress in other Countries.—Ignoraut native
writers try to throw the whule biame of the poverty of the rybts
upon the British Goverument; but it is much the same in mast
other parts of the world. Mr. Hyndman, author of ““ Bleeding to
Peath,” suys that,

“ Recent official reports in France prove beyond the possibility of
gnestion that the landholding peasantry are suffering terribly, and that
they actually fare worse than our agricultural labourers. Similar tratbs
in respect to small properties have been made manifest by the reports
of the Tmperial Commissions on the impoverished condition of the small
cgltivation in Baden-Baden and Alsace-Liorraine.’”*

Lady Verucy thus describes what sho raw :—

“But in France and Germany the caltivation of the small plots is gnly
rendered possible hy the slavish toil of the womentand children—out in
every weather, ground down with misery and hafl work, mowing and
ploughing (we have scen three in one field), making hay by taking it
up in their arms and scattering it abroad, spreading dung with wretched
little forls, lifting great sucks of potatoes, catting wood, treading the
mannre heaps with bare legs every evening, carrying baskets of it on
their bare hair.

“The number of maimed, halt and deformed women and children
whom we saw —sitting guarding the cow with a string during her break-
fast—three or four sheep or n gont; Hopping down in the damp grass
and the mud, risking the human life whi: h should have been the most
valuable of their possessions—was dismal indeed to witness; and wo
were told repeatedly hy doctors that the sickliness and malformation of
the children was vecasionod by the mothers going out all day, and being
unable to avtend to them.”

MaNvracTURES AND TECENICAL EDUCATION.

Four years ago the writer, in a letter to Lord Ripon on “ Educa-
tion in India” gave six pages to this heading. Happily during
the intorval the subject has attracted so much attention that re-
marks under it may be briefer than before.

® Nineteenth Centuru, Nov. 1885, p. 835,
+ Nin:teenth Century, Nov. 1883, p. 797,
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Importance.—The Famine Commissioners begin this seotion of
their Report by saying i~ :

“ We have elsewhere expressed our opinion that at the root of much of
the poverty of the people of India and of the risks to which they are‘ex-
posed in measpns of scarcity, lids the unfortunats circumstance thaé
agrioulture forms almost the sele aceupation of the mass of the populas
tion, and that no remedy for present ovils can be complete, whioh does
not include the intreduction otp & diversity of occapations, through whick
the surplus population may be drawn from agricultural pursnits, and led
to find the means of subsistence in manufactures or some such support.”

Among the means of developing the manufactures and commerce
of India, the fllowing may be mentioned :—

A Bpscial Government Agency.—Next to a Director-General of
Agriculture, a Director-General of Commerce isveeded. Tike him
also he should rank as a Member of Conneil. A man somewhdt
like Sir Lyor Playfair is veqnired, He should have little office
work, but be free to muve about the country, inspecting every thing
w sitn, and consulting all on the spot able to afford information,
Civilians, officers of the geological survey, merchants, and others,
could be turued to valuable account. Most civilised countries in
the world have Ministers of ('ommerce, sud nowhere is one mére
needed than in India.

Th addition, traiged Provincial Directors are required.

An Indastrial ey.—Few men have done more in drawing
attention to Indian Products and Mannfuctures than Dr. Forbes
Watson, formerly of the India Office. He thus shows the need of
an Industrial Survey of Iudia being undertaken by Government 1~

“The whole of the advanced portion of Europe is, in consequence of
the development of eammerce, cavered by a network of private agenoy,
the express purpose of which it ix to indicate to the consumer the bost
sources of supply, and to offer to the prodncer the best meaus of realizing
his products. A similar organization exists, of course, in India also, but
only in & rudimentary state and restricted {o some principul towns, and to
a few of the principal staples, although no doubt it would grow in time
by its own efforts." :

Tq shorten, however, in India, the period of preliminary trials, and
unavoidable failures, and to hasten the ud vancement of the country ap,
to he in the power of the Government, which, a.]thpugh unable to take
the placo of individual onterprise, may promote inquiries whir*» 1%
facilitate its task. Public, as distinguished from private, action, assumes,
therefore, in India much larger proportions than it does here, and it will
be acknowledged that this has always becn the admitted policy of the
Government of India. Much has slready been effectod with respect to
opening up the country by means of information. The trigonometrical,
topographical, revenue, and geological surveys, have been undertaken on
a scale of perhaps uprecc(%:ntegl magnitude, It romaing to completa
them by an indusirial survey which shall takewiock of all the variouns

H
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productions of the country—agricultural, forestal, pastoral, and minernl
—of manufactures, of the localities of production, of the varicties, qialities,
‘and values of produce, its supply, mode of distribution and consumption.”

It is satisfactory that steps have already being taken in the
above direction, although on a very small scale. Thg following is
quoted from The Times ;:~—

“ The Indian Famine Commission having expressed its views as to the
desirability of encouraging a diversity of occupations and the develop-
ment of new hranches of industry in India, the Government of Madras
submitted certain proposals, which embraced the temporary appointment
of a Glovernment-Reporter on arts and manufactures, and a Governmept
Mineralogist. Looking to the importance of the subject, the Sebmgy
of State has accorded his sanction to the proposal.” -

Mr. Wardle has just been sent out by the Home Government to
gee what can be done to restore the silk industries of India, once of
great importance. Tusser silk pays well, and it wounld give employ-
ment to thousands of women and children.
© Technical Education.—Fach Presidency should have a Techni-
cal College, under a well-qualified European Principal. Attached
to it there should be two or three European workmen, thoroughly
acguainted with special industries. Institutions, like the Madras
Sc%ool of Arts, already exist and arc doing excellent service, but
they require to be strengthened. -

Each District shonld also have an Industrial s§h001, under Native
Management, where instruction of a humbler ¢haracter might be
given. The development of agriculture and manufactures will lead
to au increased demand for improved imploments, &ec.

Some efforts are being made to introduce industrial training into
Grant-in-Aid Rules.

Co-operation on the part of the People.—Ilcrcules, in the fable,
came only to the assistance of the waggoner who was trying to help
himself. English and Native manufacturers and merchants have in
India exectly the same privileges, and both have their respective
advantages. As in Xngland, those who display most judgment and
enterprise, are the most successtul, If “foreigners” have what
is thought an undue proportion, it is because they deserve it.
Hindus have no more right to complain of foreigners outstripping
them in commerce than the Muhammadans have to complain of

‘Anaas securing more Government offices. It has already been
explained that the jealousy of “ foreigners’ is also short-sighted.
As pioneers they may rcap the first fraits, but the great harvest
ultimately falls to the pgople of the conntry.

. The Famine Commissioners named the following branches of
industry as deserving attention :—

“The manufacture and refining of sugar; the tenning of hides; the
manunfacture of fabrics of cotton, wool, and silk; the preparation of
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fibres of other sorts, and of tobaceo; the manufacture of paper, paligsy
glass, soap, oil, and candles.” p. 176. ’ NS;.

The Hon. A. Mackenzie, an English merchant, one of fhose
men who, according to the Sarabli, are  perfect masters of envy,
intrigue gnd malice,” gavesome excellent advice to the students of
Pacheappab’s Institution, Madras. He said,

* India anﬂ Europe every year abount 50 lakhs for paper alone. Every
rupee of that money ought to be kept in this country. Materials for
making far more paper than India wants is rotting away in your jungles,
your fields, by your roadsides. Indix should sell paper instead of buying s+
There are many other articles of which T conld tell you, but there is né
time, nor perhaps is this the right orcasion to go through a Custom
House schedule of imports.” 3adras Mail, April 15th, 1884,

It is satisfactory that progress is being made. There are now in
India 90 cotton mlls, with a capital of 74 crores, consuming aniiuval.
ly 235 million pounds of cotton, and giving employment to 70,000
operatives. Paper mills are increasing m number. The following
is an extract from a recent Pooua paper i~ .

“ We have now two paper mills in n fair way towards completion— one
near Mundwa, on the ruilway line, and the other ncar Karakwasla, both
of which, it is expeeted, will shortly be placed in active working*order.
Some local sonp works have been doing grood work in the way of supply-
ing the Commissariat Department, besides disposing of large quantities
Yo both Bombay pnd Madras dealers. Lastly, it refers to the eroction of
factories for thefproduction of lead-pencils and matches.

Babu 8. P. Chatterjce, of the Victoria Nurscry Gardens, Calcutta,
is an excellent example of what is regnired.  In the pursuit of his
business he has visited all parts of Iudia, the Straits, China, the
Plippine Islands, Australia, and last year he visited England. Sir
Richard Garth, Chief Justice of Bengal, gave him an introduction
to Sir Joseph Hooker, the greatest English botanist, and 8ir Ashley
Eden gave him an introduction to Lord Hartington. During his
stay at Covent Garden he was allowed to assist in preparing the
bridal bouquet for the Princess Beatrice. He has returned to
India with 40 cases of South American orchids and other plants,

India has already a superabundance of plrme-'hunters and la.wyers,
the need is of more producers—unot of consumers.

Ways and Means.

How is the proposed expenditure on Agricultural and Technical
Education to be met ? will probably be the first question that sng-
gests itself to the Finance Minister, already pcrplex?d to make
both ends meet. © The Famine Commisgion Reporte hints that it
might be ¢ fairly chargeable against the Special Famine Surplus.”
p. 63.
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1 Ghovernment has set apart a Famine Insurance Fund of a million
and a half sterling a year. The question is, how can it be employed
t most advantage? .
- ‘Tt is admitted that is it prudent to devote half of it to clearing oft
Famine Debt or forming a Fund for future demands. The remain-
ing moiety is expended on measures calculated to avert famine.
Improved Agriculture is the right hand to fight against famine,
and developed Manufactures the left.

Large sums of money have been spent on supposed Famine

Protective Works, some very useful, some nearly useless, some
erhaps positively injarious. If there is one recommendation the

amine Commissioners make more than another, it is that careful
continued investigation should precede every outlay. There is no
bettdr protective work against famine than to establish a well-
organised Agricultural Department, as skotched by Lord Mayo,
including & good system of Agricultural Instruction. It would be
at omce the nohlest memorial of Lord Mayo, and a boon of the

reatest value to the country. o it should be added the similar
gevelopment of Manufactures,

The Agricultaral Department might bo roughly estimated to cost
£200,000 a year ;* the Department of Manufactures and Coramerce,
£50,000. The combined sum wounld he one-sixth of the Famine,
Fund. It would be some ycars, however, before fhe full amonnt
could be expended with advantage. Meanwhile the Famine Fund
might be accumulating, and works of pressing utility provided to
some extent.

Tre Ixpian Civit. Service.

So far as the Government of India is concerned, few questions are
mora important than the selection and training of Covenanted
Civilians, Nearly every member of the Service, before the end of _
his course, will, either as a civil administrator or in a judicial
casmcity, preside over a district as populous as Wales ; a consider-
able number, as Commissioners, will govern as many as the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland ; while a few will rule territories as populous
as France or Austria. If every single man will have so much influ-

.ence, how grave a question must be the training of the whole !

Mr. “Cofton says in New India, “In any case the Indian Civil
Bervice as at present constituted is doomed.” (p. 79.)

Mr. Caird, in his Report, recommends that there should not be
any privileged Civil Service, but that, except for the legal branch,
officera selected from the army should be chosen. Any such change

The Famine Commission Report estimates it roughly at £100,000.,
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wonld be most disastrous to the ipterests of India. ‘On the ¢on-
trary, "the circumstances of the case require more than ever e
highly-trained special service.

In olden times, Civilians werg regarded almost as ““ mortal gods on
earth.”” Now, Indian B. A.’s and M. A.’s are disposed to measure
themselves witlt the “ heaven-born,” and sometimes to claim super-
iority. ¢ Boy Magistrate’ has become almost a term of contempt.

Selection.—Sir George Campbell said in 1853, “ No principle is
more incumbent on us strictly to observe than thig, that all appoint=
ments which natives are capable of filling should be filled by
p\tives.”*

-The Queen’s Proclamation of 185% contains the words :—

‘“ And it is our further will that, so far as may be, Our Subjects, ef
whatever Race or Creed, be freely and impurt ally admitted to Offices in
our Service, the duties of which they may be qualitied, by their educa«
tion, ability, and integrity, duly to dischurge.”

The Proclamation is counditional, though many are inclined to
overlook the Jast clause. In some things Indians excel; in some
thiogs Europeans. The formerare especinlly fitted for the Judicjal
Departinent. Warm testimony has been borne to their merits even
as Judges of the High Court. In putting down an emeute, FEuro-
peans have an undoubted superiority. 'They have also & more in-
dependent positior} as being neither Hindus nor Muhammadans,
Indians are not efempt from the suppored European weakness of
providing for their ‘‘ poor relations,” aud under the circumstances,
they have much greater facilities for doing so in the exercise of
patronage.

At the beginning of 1882, says Sir Evelyn Baring :—

. “The Covenanted Service consisted almost entirely of Europeans.
The Uncovenanted Service consisted of about two-thirds natives. Under
existing rules the Covenanted Service will, in course of time, consist of
at most five-sixths Europeans, and at least one-sixth of natives, whilst
the number of natives in the Uncovenanted Service will considerally ins
crease. Under the rules framed by Lord Lytton's Government in 1879,
natives of India alone are gonerally to be appointed in the Uncovenanted
Service. I do not think it would, for some years to come at all eventa,
be wise to reduce the European stuff in India to a greater extent than it
will be reduced under the operation of the existing rules.”t

’ : . o ?-

Lord Lytton’s proposals with regard to the appointment of Uinl-
jans in India were well intended—to bring into the service men
belonging to the higher grades of Native society. 'I'he experiment
however has not proved successful. The classes suzght to be reached
have not quslified themselves for the dutics required. It is general-
ly agreed that a change is necessary.

India as it may be, p. 288, ¢ Nineteenth Oentwry? Oot, 1888, pp. 675, 576,
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.. The Bombay Congress passed the following Resolution :=

+* That in the opinion of this Congress the examinations now held in
England, if it be resolved to maintain them for various branches of the
civil section of the public service, should henceforth, in accordance with
the views of the India Office Committee’of 1860, * be held simultaneously,
oune in England and one in India,” both being as far as practicable identi-
cal in their nature, aud those who compete in both countries being fipally
classified in one list according to merit, that the successful candidates
of India should be sent to England for further study, and subjected there
to snch further examinations as may seem needful. Further, that the
rest of the appointments should be filled by competitive examinatio
held in 1ndia calculated to secure such physical, intellectual and: mo;
qualifications as may be decided by Government to be necessary.
the maximum age of the candidates for entrance into the Civil Service
be raised to not less than 23.”

It is not desirable that Indian candidates should take up Latin
or Greek. Provided the examinations are made practically of equal
difficulty, and that the number of successful candidate- be limited
as mentioned by Sir Evelyn Baring, the above proposals are reason-
able, s0 far as the regular service is concerned.

‘The age in England ought also to be raised to 22.

If the competition in India were thrown open to all, the number
of candidates would be very great, lesding to many disappojnt-
ments and much discontent. It should be limifed to graduates of
the different universities, and satisfactory certiffzates should be re-
quired as to their physical fitness and moral character.

All things considered, it seems best to put an end to what is
called the Statutory Civil Service. To transfer men from the Un-
covenanted to the Covenanted Service gives rise to a suspicion of .
jobbery and creates discontent among the whole body of the latter.
Another reason still more important is that such officers will not
have had the bome training which is desirable. Let there be de-
finite prizes reserved for distinguished Uncovenanted men, without
interfering with those belonging to the other Service.

Training of Civilians.—The present race of Civilians are con-
sidered good office men. The chief fanlt found with them is that,
with some noble exceptions, they do not take the same interest
in the country as their predecessors of the old regime. Caird says,

Lo sywhere the most common complaint is that they hold too
much aloof from the people.” Two or three reasons partly account
for this.

‘When communication with England was tedious and uncertain,

- Civilians felt, to a large extent, that India was their home. The
ties that bind them to their native land are now strengthened by
daily telegrams and weekly mails, exciting the feeling,

“ Better fifty youra of Europe than a cycle of Cathay.”
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Another csuse of lack of interest ia the increase of routine work.
In former days Civilians were not kept 8o much ar the desk, and
were more free to mix with the people. .

Mr. Cotton, in New India, draws a melancholy pictare of the sad
lot of Indian Civilians. The * Enthusiasm of Humanity” seems
greatly needed in their case.

There will elways bo some selfish men upon whom no course of
training will have much effoct. Their one object in India will be to
scrape together as much as will enable them to retire and say,
{ Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many yeprs.” It seems
Possible, however, by judicious preparation to improve the service
as & whole.

One means of leading Civilians to ‘ake more interest in India
is tu increase their knowledge of the country. Mr. 8. Laing, an
admirable Finance Minister, thus explaing why some dislike India,
and describes his own experience :—

* An interest in India is the sine qua non of suceessin an Indian carger.
Without it, life is & dreary baunishment, burdensome to its owner, and
only too often mischievous to those around. In the pablic service the
Queen'’s hard bargains are those who are too dull or frivolous to foel any
real interest in the gloricus work before them, and who, instead of cul-
tivating the uatural history, the geography, the geology, or even the field-
sports of the couptry, and studying the languages, the character, the
history, and mtimjitieu of its people, like the many Anglo-Indian heroes
who have immortalized the service, can find no better mode of passing
their leisure time than in drinking bitter beer, and grumbling at India.

“ Even in the liac of private enterprise, 1 snapect it will be found that
the man who succeeds best i genernlly the man who likés the country,

and who understands and sympnthizes with the natives. Now I think a
* knowledge, however slight, of such facts as 1 have endeavoured to give

the merest outline of to-day, can hardly fail to iucrease the interest of
every Englishman in Indis. 1 know that it has increased my own interest
-in it immensely, and that a smattering of Indian history, ethnology,
and philoscphy, picked up long before L had the remotest idea of ever visit-
ing India, have often been of the greatest scrvice to me.”

Besides imparting knowledge of the above nature, it is very de-
pirable that the successful candidates should be together ina College
like Haileybury, Sir George Campbell thus points out its advan-
tages ;~— ’ e i

“ Far from dispensing with the system of special education, I Would
carry it much farther, and I think that the future efficiency of the pro-
fession very much depends on it. I likewise consider it anything but
undesirable that the men who are in future td carry on the same duties
in all the different parts of India should be brought together in, and
started from, the same profess.onal workshop; should drink of the same
well of knuwledge ; shorid imbibe a certain esprit de corps; shoald form
some personal acquaintance with one amgbher ; “and shonld in future be
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‘united by some common sonvenirs. Haileybury is even now the onl
ﬁm& of union of a widely-dispersed service, and, imperfact ag" it m,{
lieve that there results from it a beneficial common feeling and good
understanding, which would be wanting in men picked up from different
guarters and sent to India without anyeintercourse or acquaintance with
one another,”*

There is & third rcsson for a revived Haileybury. The propor-
tion of Indian candidates will gradually increase. It is most un-
desirable that such young men should be scattered over a place
like London, free from all howe restraints. It would also be bene-
ficial to successful Englisk: candidates to form their first aequainft
suce with them in a College where all would meet on equal foog-
ing. Race antagonism threatens to be one of the greatest political
dangers in India, and it is doubly important that men belonging
to-the sane Service should be free from it as much as possible.
Friendships might be formed at College between Englishmen and
Indians which would last more or less through life.

Sir George Cawpbell suggests Cambridge for a new Haileybury.
Uxford has takeu the lead by 1ts Indian Institute. The suburbs of
London have also thomr advantages,

Dopartments of Bervice,—At Amoy a modest Chinaman has up
the sigu-board, *“ Bvery wortal thing can do.”” The Government
of India seems to have the same vstimate of the gapabilities ofsthe
members of ity Covenanted Service. Sometimos fhey are appoint-
ed to offices of whose duties they are very ignorant, and that too
over the heads of men who have made them their life-work, and to
whom they justly belong. While in certain cases the results
may be better, the general effect is injurious.

The separation of Revenue from Magisterial functions is a reform
which has long been urged. The Memorial to the Madras Govern-
ment shows that as early as 1802 the nced was felt. It was advo-
cated by Sir George Campbell in 1833. Oune obstacle doubtless
bas been the supposed additionul cost. The Madras Meworial
rightly tries to show bow this may be met in Southern India.

A separation in some other departments may also be advisables
with the special training vecessary.

Balaries.—Indian salaries are sometimes compared with those of

_ Civiﬁervants ix Ceylon, but there is an important difference. Cey-
lon, ith a pepuiation of 2} millions, has more than 80 civilians, or
about 35,000 persons to each. Madras, with 31 millions, has 153,
or 200,000 to each. The responsibilities are greater, and the salaries
ought to be higher. Thke Ceylon Civil Servants are also underpaid.
Sir Evelyn Baring says :— :

“I am strongly of opinion that it would be false economy to rednes

# India us it moy bs, pp. 270, 871,
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the pay of European members of ‘the Coveusnted Civil Service. It
Furopeans are necessary, it is of the highest importancs that they sho

be competent men, that is to say, that they should have good conatitus
tions, that they should be honest, and at least of good average ability.
These qualities cannot be obtained unless the Government chooses to

for thom. Anx Indian career possessos less attraction than is often sup-,
posed. The work of administration in.India is so difticnlt that it re.
quires the cream of our schools and colleges to cacry it on officiently,”*

Practically, through the depreciation of silver, Indinn salaries
have been considerably reduced during the last few years. Civilians
wlo have children to educate at home find the differcuce véry
seffous. The recont income tax is a further deduction.

Nativo Civilians should recvive the same salarics as Europeans.
They are not too high for competent men. Tho cost of the Coves
nanted Civil Service to the people of India is only about two pies
(1d.) a month per head.  Any reduction here would he dearly pur-
chased by a less efficient adminisiration.

1 “ Covenanted™ says in tho Calentta Revienw :—

“The Indian service is ssid to be the purest administration in tho
world as regards its Huropean mcembers. But oven here is there not
something wanting P Are there not instances familiarly known to the
members of the administrative serviees of men among them : (I sponk of
seow of English birtk) who are generally known to be untrustworthy,
who arc commonly ghspected of heing corrupt £ Such things are not a
secref, yet they scom” very imperfectly known to the highest authorities ;
if they are known, the case beeomes worse.”

The same writer dircets attention also to the following i~

“ A gmaller point quite worth pussing notice, on which improvement
is still required, is the practico of receiving * dalis,” or small presents, on
occasions of visits from natives. Many of us have, I fancy, abjured such
things entirely, and experience shows that the refusal, fur from exciting

; resentment, may be acceptod as evidencing a desire to sce the visttor for
his.own sake. But in many parts, especially, perbaps, in outlying dis-
tricts, the objectionable practice still provails; a thrifty houscwife has
been heard to express her satisfuction at getting sagar and orunges
enough in Christmas ¢ dalis’ to make marmalado for all the yoar; a trivial
matter traly to us, but one of real conscquence often to tho donors, who
may be subordinate officials on small salaries. Tho thing is an snomuly,
and an anachronism, and shauld be wholly brushed away like an obnoxi-
ous cobweb,” April, 1885, p. 357. R

The reception of the smallost presents by sn official or any
member of his family, should be stristly forbidden. They are
simply bribes to gain  master’s favour.” df prosented to the lady,
the donor is quite aware of the advantage of having a “ friend af
Oonl't.” )

* Nineteenth Century, Ucl, 1883, 1# 576;
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_ Royal Commission.—The growing difficulty of governing India.
® agreed upon all hands. A higher and higher grade of Indian
officials is required. The present state of things is not at all satis-

ry. -

A Royal Commission, composed of the three noblemen already
mentioned, the Farl of Iddesleigh, the Marquis of Ripon, and the
Earl of Northbrook, w.uld do admirably. Among the witnesses
examined should be the Civil Service Commission ; the heads of
Colleges ; “ Old Indians,” like Sir William Muir, Sir Robert
Montgomery, and Sir Richard Temple ; oriental scholars like Pro-
fessors Max Miiller, Monier Williams, and Cowell; lawyers ke
Lord Selborne and Sir Henry Maine ; scientific men like Profesgor
Huxley, Sir Lyon Playfair, Sir Joseph Hooker ; men able to advise
with regard to the development of Indian resources, as Sir James
Caird, Sir George Birdwood, and others. Indian opinion conld be
obtaised to a series of questions.

. The Report of such a Commission wonld show how far im-
provement was practicable, and salisfy the Indian public.

The distribution of the loaves and fishes will form an increasing
dificulty. The Indians may certainly be expected to follow the
example of Oliver Twist. While this is reasonable within cer-
tain limits, justice to the people also demands that they should be
qualificd for the higher offices of Government byjsome such trainfhig
as that proposed.

SELF-GOVERNMENT.
ViLLage AvToNoMY,

Any well-digested plan for the restoration of this will meet with
cordial sympathy on the part of Europeans. The difficulty will be
to reconcile the ancient system with modern civilization.

An oxperimont is now being made by the Ceylon Government to
settle trifling disputes by whut are called *“ Village Councils.” The
writer has not sufficient knowledge to describe the working of
the measnre ; but it is deserving of investigation as calculated to
throw some light on the Indian problem.

., MUNICIPALITIES.

The three Presidency cities have always been under Municipal
regulations of their own. The oldest Municipalities, in other cases,
date only from 1350. Local Boards were commenced in 1871 ander
Lord Mayo. Self-government was largely developed under Lord
Ripon’s administration. In 1882-8 there were 761 Municipalities
in India, with a population of 14,205,205, and an income of
Ra. 30,849,130—an average per head of about Rs. 2-2 (4s. 3d.)
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Municipal Commissioners have the useful work of atbending to
roads, water supply, and other sanitary measures. The support of
primary education also devolves upoun ther.

There i3 one point to which attention should likewiso be directed
~—the multiplgation of liquor shops. In the Madras Presidency,

“Taluk vendors will be at liborty to establish, as a gencral rale, as
many shops as they may consider required for the adequate supply of the
locality, subject to the sanction of the Collectors, which will ordinarily
be granted in the absence of objections on police grounds.”

Tho increase of liquor shops is one of the surest ways of promot-
ing drankenness. Their multiplication made Sweden wenty years
ago “ probably a more drunken country than Scotlund.”’*

In reply to a memorial from the Madras Missionary Conference,
the admission was made by Governmont that *¢ the sauceion’of Col-
lectors (to the opening of liquor shops) has, save in the most ox-
ceptional cases, always been gravted in the absence of ubjections
on police grounds.’'t

The recent Bengal Fxcise Commission recommended that * Much
care should be excrcised in the selection of sitea for retail sbo
both in cities aud other Municipal towns, wud the wishes of Muanici-
pal Commissioners on the subject should invariably reccive full
<wsasideration.”

One of the wurchlfuctn of Eaglish rnle has been tho increase of
drunkenness. Measures to gnard agninst it should receive watch-
ful attention. Where nccessary, representations on the subject
should be addressed to the Local, aud if need be, to the Suprema
Govermnent.

Municipalities have not been an unqualified success in the West.
The Edinburgh Review says, © Our own popular Municipalities......
have ereated a debt of 150 millions sterling m thoe last few years, and
by their prodigality they have raised the local rates to the level of
imperial taxation.” (July, 1885, p. 298). India has got beyond
them. The Municipal taxation per head avernges Ra. 2-2-0, sgainst
Rs. 2 imperial. :

The Madras house taxes amount to 15 por cent on the rental,
besides License 1'axes from Rs. 500 downwards., The enumeration
of the different taxes, with their provisions, occupios 7 octavo pages
of small type in the Madras Almaunac. -

The working of Municipalities in India is much more difficult
than at home. Bir George Clerk, in 1860, in a Minute on the
Municipal Institutions in the Bombay Peesidency, said, “ When
left to themselves the native members do nothing at ell except,

Committee of Madras Goveroment, appointed 16tk March 1554,
t 6th May, 1886, No, 636, Revenuc.
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gé’ﬂmps, providing for some of their needy relatives.” Cases have
sen known in which incapable men have thus been appointed,

while the influente of the Ccmmissioners has been exerted to shield

them from dismissal. The Englishsnan mentions a recent instance

of & Native Chairman of a Municipality straining his powers to have

a road opencd up to his own house across valuable land.

Native papers themselves point out three dangers to which
Municipal Commissioners are liable :

Que of them is thus mentioned by the Indian Spectator :—

“ Wanton opposition to the official regime. Wo have observed this
tendency in some of our best Native Commissioners. To these fridhds
we have to remark that the consciousness of having acquired new power
must never breed insolence if you wish to have the power rightly exerted
and stil} further extenued in future. Power is inseparable from respon-
sibility, and this latter must teach moderation and self-denial to temper
the aggressive force of anthority,” Feb. 18, 1885,

« The Liberal notices o second danger :—

“Tt will be suicidal to ourselves, if we use our power or nar influence
to assert our owa fancied snperiority or to provide for our needy rela-
tives and friends at the public expense. How each man can be most
useful to the local.cormunity without the remotest prospect of the
slightest pursonal gain, direct or indircet, should be the chief, asitis the
only honorable form in which the members of loca}bodics ecan worthuy
manifest a spirit of rivalry. Public spirit which I§oks forward to titles
or to locrative contracts or offices for relations is exactly of the same
stamp as that patriotism which Dr. Johnson cynically, becaunse generally,
though rightly as regards individual cases, described ‘as the last refuge
of scoundrels.” 7 Awgust 17, 1884,

The Indian Spectator cautions against a third abuse :—

“The real danger to be averted is from want of unity amongst natives
themsolves. So long as Hindus and Muhammadans make it a point of
honour to opposc one another on the Municipal Boards, so long will they
postpene the realisation of the national object.” Iebruary 15, 1885.

The same foar was expressed by The Times :— Lest the hetero-
geneous population of India, in the name of political education,
should be permitted to scize npon local administration and gratify
its inextinguishable antipathies.”

___Tho state of things in the Calcutta Municipality is thus described :
W Not"even the purely Buropean wards were allowed the privilege of
being represented by resident Europeans. In the suburbs the 96,000
Mahomedans were not allowed a single representative.” *Nor is this
all.”” Mr. Harrison, Chairman of the Municipality,saysof the Bengalis,
¢ Not content with monopolizing the whole of the elective posts, these
Commissioners have formed themselves into a cancus or club to prevent
the unropresented minority having any sort of voice in the municipal
administration through .he nominated Commissioners.”
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Calcutta is an extreme case, and there are Municipalitiea where
all the’ Commissioners work heartily together. Still, it shows the,
need of watchfulness and caution.

Rigresentarion v Leeistative Counciss.

Mr. R. Mudaliyar, the Madras Delegate, said at & public mecting
at home, reported in The Hindu, December Sth :—

“They had no such thing as a Parliament in Indin, and absolulely no
voice in the government of the couniry. Taxes were levied and the
mongey spent without their being consulted (*shame’).”

ow far this statement was correct will now be showa.

The Indian Councils Act of 1861, as rogurds the Governor-
General’s Council for making Laws, provided that the stremgth of
its numbers might rise to twenty, of whom eight were to ho
virtually official and six at least non-official, while the character of
the remaining six was to be determined as the Viceroy pleased.

Dr. Hunter, writing in 1880, says,

“ The legislative councils of the Imperial and Loeal Govermments havo
cach a Native element in their composition, which although noninatetd,
is fuirly chosen so as to represent the various leading classes of the
Ragple. Thus of the ten membrrs of the Bengal Couneil, threo are
covenanicid ci vi]iam:" one is & crown lawyer, two are non-official Kurop-
eans, and four nativlz.  Of {he natives the fivat 38 the editor of the
Hindn Palrint, the chiof Native paper in India; the second is the head of
the Muhammadan community in Unlentta; the other two represont the
landed and important rural interests."”

The Native non-official members wove at first selected from the
men whose position and wealth scemed to give them the best cleim,
They were naturally too conservative for young reformers, and
considerable dissatisfaction was expressed.  Latterly, popular
opinion has been more consulted, ard tho selections have been

generally approved.

Sir James Fergusson, late Governor of Bombay, was held np by
a clique as hostile to the welfare of tho people of ‘India, and there.
fore nnworthy of clection as a member of Parliament. The Hindu,
however, is obliged to make the following acknowledgment :—

«“ The Governor of Bombay has an exceptionally able conncil to adyi
him on matters of legislation. Messrs. Mehta, Telang, Tayubjee, Naoroji
and Ranade are among the ablest and the best informed Indian gentle-
roen, Their general attainments are as high as their knowledge of their
eountry is extensive and accurate. It is muck to the credit of Sir James
Fergnsson that be initiated this new departure in the principlo of
making nominations to the Legislative Council.” Dec. 26, 1885.

The Hindu, as usnal, praises in one quarter to depreciate in
another. Bombay is exalted to lower Madras. But the Madras
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non-official members are equally well selected. The Muhammadan
Jnember is an excellent representative of his co-religionists; the
Buropean member is Vice Chairman of the Madras Chamber of
Commerce. The Maharaja of Vizianagram is the largest and most

nblic-spirited landholder in the Presidency. The other two
% ative members are probably as good exponents of * Young India’
as could be chosen. ’

Exclusive of the Governor, the Madras Legislative Council has
seven official and four non-official members. .

The Imperial Legislature has four Native members, and three non-
official Europeans.

A ¢ Nutional Congress” was held at Bombay on the 28th, ggth
and 80th December, 1885. The ITindu gives the names of G9
members. Lawyers seem to have numbered 37, Editors 9, Muni-
cipal Commissioners 7, Merchants 4, Landholcers 8, Teachers 3,
Doctors 2, Miscellaneous or undefined 4. Some members were both
dawyers and municipal officers ; but they are classed ac-ording to
their professions.

The Madras Presidency sent 21 members ; Bombay 17 ; Poona 9;
Burat 6 ; Culcutta 3 ; Ahmedabad, Karachi, Agra, Lucknow, and
Lahore 2 each ; Viramgam, Benares, and Allahabad 1 each.

The Bombay Gazelte says, < The spectaclo which presented itecl
of men representing the various races and comfaunities, castes and
sub-divisious of castes, religions and sub-divisidns of religions, met
together in one place to form themselves, if possible into one poli-
tical whole, was most unique and interesting.”

The following Resolution was passed unanimously :—

“ That this Congress desires to record ibs opinion in favour of the
expansion of the Supreme Legislative Counci! and the Legislative
Councils for the Provinces when they alveady oxist, as well as in the
N. W. Provinces and the Punjaub, by the sdmission of a considerable
proportion of clected members—the necessary reference to such Councils
of all the financial questions and the extension to their members of the
right to interpellate the executive in regard to all branches of the admin-
istration ; also the constitution in England of a Standing Committee of
the House of Commons to consider any representations sent up by over-
ruled members of such Councils against tho action of the executive.”

wa.. Jthe Resolution only says that a * considerable proportion™ of
the members should be elected. Mr. Cotton thinks 1t

¢ Reasonable that the Government ghould still be allowed to nominate
& proportion—sny one-third—of the members of the Ooancil. If the
number of the members &f a Legislative Conncil were fixed at thirty,

there would then be twenty members left to be chosen by the people
from among themsclves.”*

New India, pp- 85, 86,
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Apart, however, from defining the exact mumber of members, it
must bé confessed that a good many sweeping changes are proposed
in a single Resolution. The driving of “ Young Iudia” is ‘“like the
driving of Jehu, the son of Nimshi, for he driveth furiously.” His
best friends recommend him to moderate his paco.

Some years #go the late Hon. J. B. Norton reminded “ Young
Madras” that ““events do not succeed each other in the history
of a nation with the same rapidity as they crowd into the life of
an individual.” Not lony ago this was re-iterated in the ssmo city
by Dr. Miller, C. 1. E. :—

“ Lhe seed of Euglish freedom had not been planted hnt yesterday ; it
badgrown through the stormn of wges and had requived cenfuvies to
develop it. It was the ouk which urows slowly that was able to battle
with the storms of n thousund years, and it was the gourd which grew
up in o night that died in a night «lso. e wished that the political snd’
social development of the pooplo of this country would be like that of
the oak.”

Principal Woirdsworth at tho opening of the Fergusson College®
last year at Poona said :—

“It was impossible to digguise from themselves that the cducated
classes were by the light which they reecived separnted to n very gredt
extent in fecling and ideag from the people of the eountry which gave
#hoan birth snd were.. exposed to the temptation of indulging in n eriticnl
and rovolutionary «pift. If they looked at the history of those Europonn
countries which hnd fassed out of the stage of spiritual and temporal
despotism, into something like comparative freedom, they would sce the
great injury and great misfortune which resulted from the levity, tho
ignarance, the want of political expericnce of the clusses which had
recoived ilumination, light and krowlodge.  And wlthough he admitted
that thore were excuses which might be put forward by the people in
some parts of the country, he would be wanting in candour if he failed to
say that amongst a portion of the native public of India, especinlly is
Bengal, making an allowance for whatever provocation they had received,
they had an illustration that where an adherence to cxaggerated ideas
and pretensions, such as he had alluded to, get possession of men’s minds,
it was fraught with great dauger to society.” .

Sir Henry Maine’s recent volume on Popular Government notices
the harm done by “rapidly framing and confidently uttering gener-
al propositions on political subjects.” ‘“This habit of mind
threatens little short of ruin to the awakening intellect of India,
where political abstractions, founded exclusively upon English facts,
are applied by the educated minority and by their newspapers, to a
society which throngh nine-tenths of its structure belongs to the
thirteenth century of the West.”

The Pioneer, after quoting the above says :—

“Undounbtedly the tendency of our Native politicians, whose aims and
wishes are scasible enough in themsclvos, is to be in too great a hurry to
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swallow formulas nndigested, to exaggerate the defecta and short-
comings of the existing political system, and entirely to underestimate,

“through their inexperience, the immense difficulty and risk of any rapid
and radical changes.”

Tennyson refers to England as :*~

“ A land of settled government
A lana of just and old renown,
‘Where freedom broadens slowly down
From precedent to precedent.”

Thus srhould it be in India.

Some of “ Young India’s” warmest friends advise him forpthe
present to endeavour tornake Lord Ripon’s measures a success before
undertaking fresh political responsihilities. Such advice, however,
does nbt suit fiery reformers.

A few remarks may be offered with regard to proposed changes
in the Legislative Couneils.

Imperial Legislature.—This has the determination of questions
of finance and legislation connected with the whole country, It had
better remuin as it is for the present.

The following suggestions refer only to tho Legislative Councils
of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay.

Number of Members.—The British onse ¢f Commons has ot
proved itself, in the capacily of a legislative michine, as the ““ per-
fection of human wisdom.” Good acts are best drawn up by a few
competent men. It is well, however, that they should have a wide
expression of opinion before them. Draft bills might be officially
gent for criticism to the Chambers of Commerce, 10 such bodies as
the British Indian Association, and to the principal Municipalitics.

The press is also becoming more and more an exponent of *“ Native
Public Opinion.”

Exclusive of the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, each Couneil
might consist of 16 members—eight official and eight non-official.
The suggastion of Mr. Cotton with regard to the number is strong-
ly condemned. It would be very liable to lead to a repetition of the
scenes in the Calcutta Municipality.

Mr. Justice Cunningham says, “ The additional members of

“gouncil are necessarily 1n almost every instance officials or commer-
cial gentlemen without the special knowledge and training necessary
to enable them to render really useful aid in the technical details of
legislation.” He suggest therefore the re-introduction of the
judicial elemert. Either the Chief Justice or the Native High Court
Judge might be appoiuted as an additional official member.

Selection of nom-official Members.—The leaders of “Native
Public Opinion’” have not shown political sagacity in singling out Sir
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Richard Temple and Sir James Fergusson as the enemies of the
Indian people, while Messrs. Blunt and Keay are to be regarded as
theit friends. The Interpreter justly says :—

“Il saddens the hearts of men who are outside the regions of these
quarrels when they reflect that every question of right and wrong should
be decided from the exclusive standpoint of vlass intervst. For instance,
a particular official is retiring from the ‘country. Higs public life will
be valued, not from the general tenor of his character and administration,
but whether he voted for or against the Ilbert Bill,"” Den. 15885

The Hindus are accustomed to caste combinations, and can easily
adopt the American ‘‘ caucus” system. A recent work, Kinga
withbut Crowns, describing the American Presidents. says :—

““ If there were a large class of enltured men, with leisuro and wealth
enough to allow them to devote themselves to political management, vhe
cancus might not be a disadvantageous institation; but ar, in fact, the
strings of party are largely deawn by men who have noeither charactor
nor ability enough to make their mark in any other profession, it is it
most cases an evil.”’  p. 127,

Still, on the whole, it seems best to concede the right of election
in India. .

Of the proposed cight unofficial members, two might be selected
by Government from tho most important aud wutelhgent Zemindars,
to tbpresent the landed interests.  [ventually they could be chosen
by the Zemindars tl}kmselves.

The other six members might be elected by the following bodies:—

1. The Presidency Mumeipality.

2. The Presidency Chamber of Commerce.

3. The University Gradunates.

4. The Muhammadan Association,

5. The Members of Municipalities and Liocal Boards, North.*
6. The Members of Municipalities and Local Boards, South.*

Finance, &c.—The Imperial Legislature, which contains four
Native Members, has somc control over the general finance. The
budget is annually placed before the Ceylon Legislative Couneil.
This might be conceded to the Indian Provincial Councils. The
statesmanship of some of the elected members may consist of
“ petty economies,” or they may wish to pose as “ tribunes of the

ple.”” Bat, on the whole, the advantages predominate. So with
“ [nterpellation.” As in Parliament, Government may decline to
answer any question when publicity is inexpedicnt.

Native Papers, instead of indulging in vague declamation about
“ usecless offices with extravagant salaries,” should specify them,
and show their worthlessness.

In Bengal, East and West.,
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‘Time and Place of Meeting.—Legislation shonld not be spread

, over the year. The Session might be during the four months of the
cold season, when the seat of Government is at the ecapital. Drafts
of proposed bills might be circulated at the close of each session, and
during the recess of eight months there would bg time for eriti-
cising them. If meetings are necessary at other segsons, the official
members ghould come to the capital. Legislative duties, under
any circumstances, are a heavy tax upon the time of unofficial
members, and to ask them to go to some sanitarinm, hundreds of
miles distant, is anfair.

Term of Bervice.—The Madras memorialists suggest that members
should hold their seats for & period of twe years as at present,’ and
be eligible for re-election. Members of parliament are elected for

.seven. years, although the actwal average is shorter. Frequent
elections are undesirable. Members would gain more experienco
and be more independent if tho term in India were extended to

, five years,

Legislative Councils for the North West Provinces & the Punjab.—
From the progress education is making in these Provinces, at no
distant period Councils may be established in them with advantage.

Tar Spirrr 1IN wrHicH REFORM I8 TO BE SOUNHT,.

Many educated Hindus think that the ““burdsucracy” watch with
envious eyes gatherings like that which lately took place at
Bombay. While such may be the feclings of some, its most distin-
guished members view themn with pleasuve, and ouly wisgh that they
may be wisely directed. They are what was ained at from the
commencement.

Sir Richard Temple says :—

““While devcloping her own national life, England will find that
the educated sections of Native Society are moved by aspiragions.
for sclf-governmenb and for polit.icu,l representation.  Such  ideas
have been vaguely and tentatively promulgated in former times, bat
have never before been so fully detined, nor so openly declared, as
they are at present.

“Thoughtful ¥nglishmen may remember that solf-government among
the Natives is one of the goals to which many of the administrative

“arrangements of Indin are tending.”

Dr. Hunter remarks :—

*I do not believe that a people numbering one-gixth of the whole
inhabitants of the globb, and whose aspirations have been nourished
from their earliest youth on the etrong food of English liberty, can
be permanently denied & voice in the government of their country. I do
not believe that races, among whom we raise a taxation of 35 milliona
sterling, and into whom wo have instilled the maxim of, ‘ No taxation
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withont representation’ as & fandamental right of a people, can be
gzrmmﬂy excluded from a share in the management of their
ances.” p. 135. )

At Delhi, Lord Dufferin said to the Municipal Commissioners :—

“ Without giwing any pledge on the sabject as to times and semsons,
I can assure thém that no one will be morc personally gratified than
myself at the arrival of the day when a still fuller measure of inde-
pendence may be granted them.”

Lord R. Churchill’s notions of Indian ethnology are rather hazy,
but it is his hope that the millions of India will be welded *in
procfsa of time into one great united people.”

Al few remarks may now be offered oo the spirit which will be
most successful in seenring what is sought.

1. Reform is not to be gained by dixloyalty.~Thers ,is an,
“ Underground India”’ as well as “ Underground Russia,”
though happily on a much smallor seale.  Cities might be nawed in
which cliques meet and talic gedition, which also finds vent at times
in the native press. The Ilindu says, “1f by some indiscretion on’
our part the cry that the educated natives are hostile to the
supremacy of the British nation catchies the Euglish public, thep
the bubble will burst, and we w.l open our eyes to exclaim what &
dream w« have heer dreaming.”  (Feb. 11th 1885). 1t would be
suicidal policy on thy part of any Government to give power to men
who were at heart tidutors to it.

2. IDleform is not to e promoted by erciting Rare Hatred —No
good is done by asserting that “ the Lnglish are the most avarici-
ous and selfish people in the world i’ that Buglish merchants are
¢ perfect masters of envy, intrigue and malice ;7 that the  burcau-
cracy”’ create ¢ useless o{ﬁcé? with the most extravagant seale of
saluries to provide for themselves and their relations ;” that * like
au immeuse vampire they have sat brooding over India and drain-
ing.her almost to ber heart’s blood during the last century and
more.”’¥

3. ““ Moderation is better than cauggeration.”’—These words form
part of the wise counsel to the delegates by the Hon, B, Tyabjee.
The Dnyanodaye a Bowmbay, journal, edited by an American
Missionary, gives the same advice:

“To have power, a Reformer should manifest a loveoftrauth by,
exactuess and accuracy in his statements and representations. Exaggor-
ations have never been helpful in reform ; they have retarded, but have

 Referencen bave been given to the abuve guotations. The Madras Mail gives
the foliowing from the Som “Prakash, the leadiug Bungali newspaper: The Euglish
of to-day “are the bitter enemies of the natives. Their rage aud prids know no hounds,
They are Neros in oppressiou and Cheudals (the lowest vutcastes) in custom,”

Dec.13, 1885,
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never advenced a cause. Exaggerations give room for an enemy to
oppose with effect. Exact unexaggerated trath is the best weapon for
rreform, for the very reason that it is nothing but the truth.

“ Obtain exact statistics and information. Keep that information before
the people. Prevent stagnation of ¢hought. Welcome every sign of
progress however small.”

4. “ Persuasion << better than declamation or abuse.”” This is
also quoted from the Hon. B. Tyabjee. The commentary of the
Dnyanodaya may be given in this case likewise :—

“ Criticism of goverpment method is the right and prerogative
of the subject, but criticism has greater weight when accompanied with
appreciation of the underlying motive of Government, and does not jcon-
found accidental irreguiarities and mistakes, with the trne purpose of
the ruling Power.... The surest and quickest way for Iudia to obtain

.redress. of wrongs and greater privileges, is to appreciate in English rule
what is worthy of appreciation,and criticise from the position of a friend
and not from the position of an cnemy.”

QUARTERS FROM WHICH RkFORM MAY BE EXPECTLD.
Some of these may bL» noticed.

The House of Commons.—One proposal of the Bombay Congress
was,

“The constitution in England of a Standing Committee of the Hbuse
of Commons to cousider any representations sent ttp by overruled mem-
bers of such Councils against the action of the Exvcutive.”

It is not surprising that even Mr, Chamberlain gave no pledge
to support such a scheme,

Little is to be gained by an appeal to the House of Commons
itself. Years ago Macaulay said that an inquiry into a row at
Covent Garden would cxcite far more attention among its members
than the most important question connected with India. Though
the Government has now passed dircetly into the hands of the
Crown, these snpposed custodians of India’s interests are, as a rule,
still conspicuous by their ahsence when her affairs are discussed.
¥ven although they were present, 1t mnust be confessed that it would
vot much avail. Macaulay, referring to the trial of Warren Hast-
ings by the Peers, says, ‘“'I'hey are all politicians. There is hardly
one among them whose vote on an impeachment may not be con-
fidently pradicted before a wituess has been examined.” Much
more does this apply to the House of Commons. Mr. Harrison
says, ‘ In practice nine out of ten parliamentary speakers do not
mean to convince, and nine out of ten of parliamentary voters do
not mean to be convinced, and are incapagle of being convinced,
end mean to vote, convinced or not.”’*

-y

Ninsteenth Century, Sept. 1881,
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As already mentioned, there never perhaps was a time when Indian
appeals would mect with less attention from Parliament. Therp
are vital questions connected with the Home lslands which will
absorb all parties.

The aim ought rather tu be to make Indiu self.governing. If the
advocates of any reform in England are dcf«awtf, they simply try
to make out their case more clearly, and to influence public opinion
on the subject. So should it be in Indis.

A Boyal Commission.—The first Resolution of the Bombay Con-
gress was the following :— '

& That this Congress earnest] y recommends n Royal Commssion to he
appointed to inquire into the working of the Indian adennistravion here
and in England, the people of India being adequately represented there-
on, and all available evidence taken in Tndia and in England.” ° !

Some years aga Punch was represented, in a curtoon, as seated in
his editorial chair “interpellating” Lord John Russell, s qlu‘atiu].:l
being, ¢ What is your opiuion of things in general 7 ¢ T'he work-
ing of the Indian adwminstration here and 1in England,” is a subject
nearly as extensive. To do it thoroughly would occupy vears, apd
require several Commissions. 1t ix doubtful whether Government
would appoint a Commission for an inquiry so vague. 1t seems

=@esirable ihicrefore to speeify points on which investigation is need-
ed. Two are ﬂugg‘mtnd in the forogoing pages—the India Council
and the Civil Service. Whether any Royal Commission will be
appointed will depend chieily upon the view taken by the Govern-
ment of India.

Lattle reliance can be placed upon the casual remark of Lord R.
Churchill to propose a Parhamentary Inquiry.  Inuny case s Royal
Commission 18 preferable.

Lord Dufferin has promised a Financial Commission. A Mixed
Commission has been sugrested to exsxmine into the Land Rovenue
systems of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies.

Lord Dufferin.—-Indman reformers will find in this nobleman their
best friend and wisest counsellor.  He belongs to the same politi-
cal school as Lord Ripon, although perhaps he would put loss steam
on “ the rushing and screaming locomotive that typifies progress.”

Already Liord Dufferin‘has been largely instrumental in saving
India a.m{England from the terrible calamity of a war with Russia,
1t has been staved off for the present, and the measures teken may
help to avert it in the futurc. For this alone Iudia owes him @
debt of gratitude. The past year was one of severe mental pressure.

It may be well to give some explanation of Lord Dufferin’s poliey
with regard to Upper Burma, which has becn severely criticised by
the Native Press,
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It is alleged that Government ought not to have interfered,
glthough the Bombay Trading Company was unjustly treated.

Perhaps the gteatest service which the Romans rendered to the
world was by their Law, which foyms the basis of most modern
legislation. Two thousand years ago it acknowledgedsthe principle
that a state was bound to protect its subjects from ¥njustice wher-
ever they might be. This limitation must be kept in view. It did not
shield a criminal from due punishinent. With this exception, a Roman
anywhere could say Civis Nomanus gum, *“ I am a Roman citizen,”
and demand his rights. This principle is recognised by all the
civilized nations of Europe, and it applies to this country. y
native of India, a British subject, may claim the protection of Gbv-
ernment, wherever he is, against injustice. The King of Burma
was ab perfect liberty to furbid the Bombay Trading Company from
coming into his dominions, but having voluntarily eutered into
engagements with it, he had no mght to ask an advagce of 22
lakhs, and then impase a fine of 23 lakhs on a false chavge because
it was not granted. When the British Government remonstrated,
a contemptuons reply was given, refusing to recognise its right to
defend its suvjects from gross oppression, and declining to with-
draw the claim.

Bat the great cause of the war with Burma was the treaty which
the King had made with France. It would bg most injurious 6"
Tudia for the French to have a Protectorate 41'01' Upper Burma.
Their ships of war would require to sail up the Irawadi throngh
British tesritory. The approach of Russia on the West has eutail-
ed an additional expenditure of two crores a year ; it would require
a4 much more to protect the Eastern frontier, if France got a footing
in Upper Burma.

Thoe ultimatum sent to Theebaw was that he should receive a
British Resident, and that England sheuld have the countrol of
foreign affairs. This was rejected, and Theebaw issued & proclama-
tion that he would himself, at the head of his army, march against
the Rulluhs (barbarinns) and annex their country. One of his
generals on leaving Mandalay promised to bring back the heads of
Genoernl Prendergast and Coloucl Sladen in a fortnight. The very
different result is well-known.

The course has been followed which was best for the interests
both of Iudia and the people of Upper Burma.

Lord Dufferin bas bad wide political experience. The posi-
tion of Canada, of which he was Governor-General for several
years, is the goal to which Indian reformers should tend, though
years must elapse before it is fully reached,

Most will be gained by a temperate Memorial to Lord Dufferin
on extending the electoral principle to the Legislative Councils as
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far as it can be done with safety at present. But it is not to be ex~
pected that he will draft a new constitution as quickly as an Abbg-
Sieyes. .He will wish to gain a better knowledge of India, and to
watch the working of the changes introduced by Lord Ripon.
Reformers may, however, be certain that if such a measure is mot
introduced before he lays down the reins of Government, it is
becaunse he thought the time for it had pot yet come.

Even in that case, after his retirement, should God spare his life,
he will take a warm interest in India, and he may aid one of his
successors in carrying vut & measure the honour of which he would
baye coveted for himself, had it been compatible with the true
inforests of India at the time. So far as the Government is coa-
cerned, the advice which * Young India” most needs is that which
Count Cavour gave to scme ardent [tulian pamtriots,  “ Ilage
Patienee !

The Enlightenment of the People.—An American writur says,

“ The form of government must naturally vary according te the -
telligenee and vietne of the people.  1f, then, any citizens would inflo.
ence the government, if they would render it more mild and liberal, they
must seck to enlighten and reform the great body of the people.  The
state, adapting its government fo the quulificetions of the neople, will be
constrained to give them liberty according as they are prepared to re-

wzrive it

Here, instead of Cavour’s maxim, the watchword should be * full
speed ahead !” Curlyle, with grim humour, recommends every
reformer to begin with himself, and thea he wilk be sure that there is
one ruscul less in the world.  Let the reader endesvour to gain as
much correct knowledge as he can, sud theu let him seck to diffuse
it among bis countrymen.

SOCIAT AND MORAL REFORM.

Tue Wosen or Innia,

The women of India have some excellent qualities; but from
their present state of ignorance, they are one of the greatest obsta-
cles to reform in every respect.  I'he late Professor Chuckerbutty,
in the first Introductory Lecture ever delivered at the Calcutta
Medical College by a Native, said of the clevation of the women of
1ndis,

“Of all the great social problems to be solved in this country, this
is undoubtedly the preatest. It is ureless to hide frr‘)m onrsclves the
fact that the degraded condition of the women of India js the foundation
of numerons social evils.”

The wnjarions influences of ignorant mothers are not confined to
their children. Even educated husbands are held in subjection by
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them. A native newspaper has the following remarks on thig
subject :— .

“The educated native is nowhere so miscrable and crest-fallen as in
his home, and by none is he sc much embarrassed as by his female rela-
tions. His private life may be said fo be at antipodes with his public
career. A Demosthenes at Debating Societies, whose words tell as peals
of thunder, a Luther in his public protéstations against prevailing cor-
ruptions, a thorough-going Cockney in idcas and tastes, he is but a timid
crouching Hindu in his home, yielding unquestioning sabmission to the

uisitions of a superstitious family.”...Between husband and wife,
* there can be no rational convursation, no hearty exchange of thoughts
and sympathies, no co-operation in really useful undertakings, and eyen
no companionship beyond the pale of the Zenana. The only way®of
patching up a temporary ard nominal reconciliation is for the husband
tp forget his scholarship, and lay down his crotihets of reform, and
assume the attitude of complete orthodoxy and foolish ignorance. Surely
an educated husband and an illiterate wife canpot possibly agree, and
so long as the latter governs the household according to her orthodox
prejudices, the nation cannot 1ake uny real advancement.”

Some of the means to be employed to raise the condition of women
will be briefly noticed.

Female Education.—This should be promoted by intelligent men
to the ubmost of their power. It is to be expected that the strong-
est opposition will arise from ignorant old womgh. Full of supers
stitious prejudices, blindly guided by custom, ugtanght themselves,
they cannot see the advantages of female education. But man—
not woman—is constituted head of the family. 1t would be despi-
cable for educated men to yield to such resistance.

In some cases, however, the indifference of the male members of
the family is the obstacle. A woman has suid, “ What is the use of
my learning to read or to write f 1 am only laughed at. My bus-
band does not encourage me. No one secms to approve.’ Let
there be no ground for such objections.

Day schools ure best for the young. At home there are many
interruptions, and from the small number taught, there is not the
sympathy and intellectual hife awakened by contact with others.
Some of the most influential Hindus in Bombay send their own
daughters to school. In parts of the country where the higher
classes are not yet sufficiently enlightened to permit this, children

—should be taught at home.

The system of early marriages is a great drawback to female
education. In some cases, however, it may be turned to good
account, The husband may insist upon his wife’s education. A
young man in Bombay brought his child-wife to school, saying that
he wished her to learn all she could.

It is not an easy task for a grown-up woman to acquire the art of
reading. She has maey temptations to overcome, Her husband
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thould give her every encouragement. He shounld be willing ¢
teach Her himself, = &

The advantages of female edacation, is one of tho most commion
sabjects for essaysin Indie. But decds are wanted, not mere words.
Livingstone sdys, “ It is not by grand meetings, fine speeches, and
much excitement that anything great is done. No, it is by hard
work, working in quict, working under a sense of God’s presence

everywhere.”

Every educated hushand should teach his wife to read if she has
pot already that ability, and ho should take care that his daughters
are properly taught. Mr. Chentsal Rao said at Madras :—

* Primarily I holl our educated natives responsible for the ignorance
of our women,  How many families are there not in whioh the men are
highly educated and tho women !oft ignorant even of tho alphabete!”

 Native Public Opinion” is happily farther advanced on the sub-
ject of female oducation than it is with regard to widow marriage.
Al may therefore nnite in pushing it. It will also be one of the
best means of promoting the latter. Educated women wiil claim
“ woman’s rights.”

Education Needed.—~The Hoon. T. Muthusami Iyer, of Madras,
justly remarked,
=3 The curricalum wpich is designed for girls should not bo framed too
much on the pativrn of the curriculum prescribod for boys. It should bo
specially adapted to the wants of women in life. 1t is not enough that
they learn to read and write and keep accounts, but.it is also necessary
that they should be enabled tolay in a stock of knowledge which will
be of service to them in managing the house, in nursing relations
through lness, in bringing up and training children, jn enforcing atten-
tion to cleanlinesa und to the Iaws of health, in rendering the home neat
and tidy, and in imparting to the home lifc a tone of cheerful content-
ment, and in sustaining and raising that cnergy of fomale characler
which eroates a lovely and happy bume out of bave compotence, and in
acquitting themsclves well and honorably as wives, daughters and
mothers, amidst all the vicissitudos of life.” .

Different standards and different text books are recommonded
for girls. Both have been greatly neglected. Hundreds of English
and American ladies have been engaged in femalo education during
the last half century or more, but, 8o far ag known to the writer
their total contribution to school literature apecially for women and
girls* consists of a ““ Zenana Reader,” prepared eight years ago by
A L. O.E. at his request. A good series of books of this descrip-
tion is one of the greatest educational wants of India. The secular
“ Readers” for hoys which are somotimes used even in Zenana

Bome of them have translated or written religions books. School Books speciolly
Jor girls' school: are meant.
: L
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teaching, are most nnsuitable for female education. Here, above
.a]l, religious teaching is desirable. )

For the great majority of women, a purely Vernacular edueation
is all that is necessary. For the higher classes, English, on several
accounts, is greatly to be preferred to Sanskrit.

Early Marriage and Widow Re-marriage.—These reforms are in
excellent Native hands. Under this head the writer need only say
to them, “ Keep pegging away.”

Extravagant Expenditure at Marriages.—This will be noticed
under * Self-created Causes f Indian Poverty.”

Women in Society.—There is a very great difference betweenrtne

osition in society of Enropean and Hindu ladies. The former mix
,Preely,with their friends, and often attend public meetings. The
latter, in most parts of India, are kept closely secluded,—even near
male relations not being permitted to see their fa es.

In ancient times in India, the customs with regard to women
more resembled those in Europe. The Ramayana and Ma'abharata
contain many allusions to women appearing in public. 1n the Ra-
ghuvansa, a king, Dilipa, travels with his queen, Sudakshina, in an
open carriage, both of them asking questions of the people they met
about roud-side plants. In the Mahavira Charita princes and prin-
cesses, entire strangers to each other, are openly mtroduced in the
same company.

The conquest of India by the Muhammadans tended powerfully
to degrade the position of women. The Koran permits polygamy
and divorce. Marriage can be dissolved at any time at the simple
will and favey of the husband. A traveller met an Arab, not an.
old man, who had been married fifty times. According to Muham-~
madan law, a wan can look upon any married woman (near relatives
excepted) as within his reach by marriage, the present husband
consenting. Every married woman can become the lawful wife of
any man she may captivate, if she can persuade her husband to
pronounce a divorce. Muhammadans are, therefore, compelled to
keep their wives closely confined, or the foundations of society
would be broken up.

The Mussulman rulers of India took into their zenanas beautiful
Hindu women, even although married. To avoid such outrages,
women were kept within doors or carefully veiled. In course of
time the Hindus, in the seclusion of women, acted like Muham-
madans.

Women in this country should again be allowed the liberty they
had in ancient times.

As in the case of female education, some of the strongest
opponents of the cktange will be the women themselves. Like
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prisoners immured all their lives, they have no ides of the
sweetsof liberty. But intelligent Hindu ladies will gladly avai’
themselves of the privilege. . )

. The objection may be raised that, considering the state of morals
m India, the introduction of women into society would lead to great
evil. Theidea is entertained by mnany that society must be reform-
ed before such a course can be taken with safety. 1t is granted
that the prevailing moral tone requires to be clevated ; but fomale
influence is one of the most powerful agencies which can be employ-
ed for this purpose. This has been abundantly shown by experience.
The, presence of women at social gathurings puts a stop to coarse
jestd and all improper bebaviour.  When fathers and mothers
bring their famihes together, they dare not give wuy to anything
indecent. _

It is not proposed to copy Kuropear. example in all respects.
English ladies often squander largs snms of money ou dress, the
fashion of which 18 constuntly changing. The Indian costume is
much more graceful aud becoming.  Native balls, with dancing,
are by no means recommmended.

Nor are sudden great changes advoeated. The first stop is to
have more intercourse between members of the same family,  Fathor
and mother, brothurs and sisters, should mix with each other, in-
wtead of living apavt as they ofien do at present. Taking meals
together 1s a mutter of great importance.

Next, let relatives, male and female, visit each other. Instead of
calling sepuratoly, or the men talking with wen and the women
going into the female apartments, let sll meet together and con-
verse, The same course should bhe followed at entertainments,
Friends, who are not relatives, may gradually be treated in a simi-
lar manner, Ladies shonld not, however, be introduced to pergons
who are immoral, Tho company of such should be shunned by all,

Hindu women ought to be taken to museums aud other sights,
which will expand their minds and give them fresh ideas.

The great objection will be, “ What will people say ¥> To this
The Indian Reformer replies :— :

“ They may say anything they chovse; they may point the finger of
ridienle towurds you; they may crack mauny & merry joke at your ex-
pense ;—but all that, to use the langunge of a Bengali proverb, will not
raise a bliater on your hody. When s porson is honestly convineced of
the utility of u social innovation,Jet him dare practise it himself ; -and, if
he be mot an absolute cipher in society, he is sure to be followed by
others. No man has yet becowe a reformer, whether social, moral, politi-
cal or religions, withoat morual courage.”

Tie reader, if married, can, at all events, begin with his own wife,
Let him eat with her, instead of being waited upon by her like a
servant.



k) SOCIAL AND MORAL REFORM.

Tennyson says,
“ The woman’s cause is man’s: they rise or sink
. Together, dwarf'd or godlike, bond or free.”
In seeking the elevation of the, women of India, men are also
taking one of the best means to raise themselves.

* CABTE.

It is a good sig:. of the times that the defence of this system is
now left to European Positivists, with a *“ screw loose” somewhere.
The Indian Messenger, referring to Mr. Cotton’s recent attempt of
this kind says, “ We whe were born to it, and have lived ig it,
and can now mark all its evil consequences, think otherwise.” -

The English word caste comes from the Portuguese word casta, a
‘race. ‘The true Sanskrit name for caste is varna, colour, The
Aryan invaders of India were white compared with the Aborigines,
whom they called a “ black-sprung host.”” Ir Vedic times there
‘were but two castes—the fair and dark races. By degrees, the
present system was doveloped.

Caste distinctions, in course of time, were endlessly multiplied.
The Brahmans now form ten tribes, with no fewer than 1,886 sub-
divisions. Many of these subdivisions will no more eat, drink, and
intermarry with one another than they will with the other castec.
The Kshatriyas reckon 590 separato tribes. Different employments
led to new classes among the Vaisyas and Sudras. Men having
the same occupation imposed certain rules, and put out of caste any
by whom they were broken. Even the Pariahs have numerous
subdivisions, and are as tcnacious of their caste as the highest
Brahmans. Somo of the fiercest caste disputes take place between
those near the bottom of the scale.

¢ Caste surrounds the Indian from the day of his birth to that
of his death, and is thus indissolubly hound up with his social life ;
it is s much a necessity to him as the food he eats, the raiment he
wears, or the house he lives in. Indeed, as Mr. Sherring remarks,
“ he can dispense with raimont, and during most of the year prefers
the court outside his house to the hot rooms within ; but he can
never free himself from caste, can never escape from its influence.
By day and by night, at home or abroad, in waking, sleeping,
eating, drinking, in all the customs of the society in which he moves,
and in the events governing his entire life, he is always under its
pervading and overmasteriug influence. Hindus are tied hand and
foot and are willing slaves of the most intolerant and exacting
taskmaster that ever placed a yoke on the neck of man.’  The
Indian Nativn, a Native paper, in noticing Mr., Cotton’s apology
for caste says, “ No code of jail discipline could be more comprehen-
sive or severe than tbe Hinc{u religion on its practical side,’
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Caste carries ont its own childish rules and laws with Draconian
severity, while it disregards the greatest crimes. A man may be
guilty of dakoity and murder ; this does not affect his caste ; but’
let him take a glass of water from & European, and it is immediate-
ly destroyed., ** Other religiong,” it has been remarked, “ may be
seated in the mind and soul,—but the stronghold of Hinduism is
the stomach.”” The most important distinctions between right and
wrong are oblitorated by caste.

Max. Miiller says,

“ There is no authority whatever in the hymns of the Veda for the
complicated system of castes. There is no law o prohibit thy different
clagses of the people from living towether, from caling and drinking
together; no law to prohibit tho murriage of people bolimging to differ-
ent castes ; no law to brard the offspring of such marviages with an ins
delible stigma, There is no law to sanction the blasphemous protensions
of a priesthood to divine honours, or the degradation of any homan be-
ing to a state below the animal.”

Shakespeare says, © Hath not a Jow eyes ? hath not a Jew hands,
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions ?” Similur senti-
ments are found in the Mahabharata : ““ Desire, anger, fear, cupid-
ity, grief, apprehension, hmoger, fatigue, prevail over all; by
what, then, 1s caste discriminated P

Another passage i the Muhabharata is thus rendered :—

* Small sonis inquire ¢ Belongs this man
To our own race, or cluss, or clanf’
But larger-hearted men crobrace
As brothers all the human rce.”

There i8 a growing desire to be freed from this bondage. A
writer in the Indu Vrokash says,

“ The tyranny ol caste extends from the most tiifling to the most im-
portant affairs of Hindu life. It eripples the independent action of indi-
viduals ; sows the sced of bitter discord between the different sections of
society ; cncourages the most abominable practices; and dries uvp the
springs of ‘that social, moral, and intellectual freedom, which alone can
sucure greatness, whether to individuals or nations.

“(0 God, bave mercy on our fallen countrymen! Give them true
knowledge of Thy Fatherhood and their brotherhood, that our countless
millions may be bound by dne social tie; and, joining band with hand
and heart with heart, move onward in the path of freedom and righteous-
ness, knowledge and glory, and national regeneration.”

One of the greatest obstacles to the ovegthrow of caste is that, as
a rule, the most enlightened leaders of native society, however
much they may disapprove of its absurd and unjust rules, meekly
bend their necks to its yoke. Did they act with firmness, it would
soon become a thing of the past.
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- Bdncated Hindas “ acutely feel and justly resent any assnmption
of saperiority grounded on pride of race, when exhibited by un-
mannerly Europeans.’” The remark has been made that “no
Bnglishman treats the natives of this country with the contempt,
and insolence which high-caste Hirddus habitually digplay towards
their low caste brethren.”

Christianity especially teaches the © Fatherhood of God’” and the
“ Brotherhood of Man.” * God hath made of one blocd all nstions
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.”
Bouthey nays,
“ Children we are all
Of one Great Father, in whatever clime
His providence hath cast the seed of life ;
All tongues, all colours,”

AsTRoLOGY AND OMENS,

The bondage in which the Hindus are kept by belief in asirology
&nd omens is second only to thal of caste, It is the ocension of
pevor-euding expeuses and the fruitful source of uuceasing anxie-
ties to all classes.

" Nothing,” suys The Harvest Field, *of any importance in any posi-
tion or relation of life is done without the permission of the astrologer.
When & woman hecomes pregnant, the astrologer 1§ sent for te
gay, whether it will bea male or a female ¢hild ; when it will bo born ;
whether it will live or die; and what sort of child 1t will be. And he,
with all the assurance of a trne proplet, describes these things in detail,
and a certain class even ‘write the hovoscope before the child is born.
When a child is born, the preseunce of the astrologer is again necessary,
to find out the birth star, to write the horoscope, to deseribe his character,
to foretell the ovents in his life, and to fix the period of its duration, '
When & man wishoes to have his son or daughter married, the astrologer
ig the only true counsellor and guide. He must cxamine the nativities ;
decide the proper conjunctions of the 27 privcipal stars of the constel-
lativne of the Zodisc nevessary to produce a happy uwnion; fix the for.
tunate days for the great ceremony ; and arrange all the details of the
marriage. Does a merchant wish io speculate in a gnantity of goods ? Is
a man about to undertake a journey ¥ Does a rich man desire to dig a
well or build a tauk for merit 7 The astrologer must fix the lucky day
and hour. The proper days for celebrating feasts, the auspicious days
for shaving the head, the best time for putting on the sacred thread, and
& thousand other important events and periods are all fixed by the
astrologer,”

Sir Madava Rao thus shows the evil effects of astrology in the
case of marriages :—

“ The difficul¢ies attendant upon the cheice of snitable busbands for
the girls of a Hindu faraily are generally many and great, and 1 am
md to say that these difficultics are enormously aggravated by Hindu

m_ B
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The snxious parents and relatives of a girl, aftar much inqairy and
research, make a choice, good in many respects,—in respect of age, health,
appearance, education und eircurnatances. )

The horoscopes of the boy and girl are placed in the hands of the
astrologer, and he is asked for his opinion as to the proposed match,

After mnch mgpection, study and calculation-—or rather the appearance
of the same—the astrologer perhaps says,

(1) The two horoscopes are not in accord ; as they onght to be.

(2) The horoscope of the boy shows that he will be short-lived ; and
this mecans that the girl married to him will before lung becomne a widow !

(3) The horoscope of the boy shows that he is destined to lose his
firel wifc and to murey asecond ; and this means that tho girl married to
him will die ere long !

(4) The horoscope of the gisl shows thet she will not have a father-
in-law or mother-in-law ; and this means that, not long after marriage,
the parvents of the boy will die !

Snch predictions cause alarm to the parents of the girl aud alse to the
parents of the boy ; and the proposed allinuce is sbandoned.

The parents of the girl begin aguin their inguiries and reaearches for 4
hushand for her. It having become kuown that her horoseope hus boen
declared objectionable in the way above stated, nobody will accept ber in
marringre. .

Similarly the parents of the boy renew their inguiries and rescarches

~for a wife for hiuws. It huving becone known that his horoscope haa been
declared objectionable in the way above stated, nobody is willing to offor
him a girl in marviage.

Such embarrassmoents, and the unhappiness thereby caused, afflict
Hindn society in many and various forms.

It is lameniable what & deal of muschiof the astrologer does.

The astrologer may be a real believer in the seience which ho professes
to know. The mischicf he does i uol the less gn that aceount,

He may be utterly ignoraut of that scicnes. The mischicf is all the
same.

1t is comsolatory to think that very often he is a downright hambug,
who desires to extort money from cither side.  In this case it ia a con=
solation that the fellow might be bribed to refrain from mischief !

But the fact of his being upen to bribory soon becymes known, and he
is rejected as a referce in favour of the more honest and, therefore, the
less tractable miscuief-maker !

The fact is, the root of the evil lies in the general or prevailing beliof
in astrology—the belief prevailing amoag men, and especially among
women, who take a large part in arrangiog marriages.

Show this belief to be quite unfounded, and you will apply the axe ta
the root of the evil.

Haore then is a large and virgin field presented for the labours of social
reformers. ) 5

1 feel it a duty to avail myself of this opportunity to declare my owr
profound conviction that Hindu astrology, as is now employed in con:
nection with proposed inasriages, is utterly false and purely mischievous
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I trust that the edncated portion of my countrymon will accept this
conviction to some extent at least. If they are not prepared to do so, I
mould entreat them to at least make the necessary inquiries in view to
. agoertain the truth. The necessary inquiries may be made by individ.
uals or by associations. Some of the mauy existing associations might
well divert a portion of their time and attention from Ratren politics to
sach social reforms as the one under advertence. c

If educated natives are mmable to discover mew physical truths and
extend the boundaries of science, ought they not to do the important
gervice of at least discovering and exposing the falsehoods and shams
which infest native social life and curtail or destroy human happiness "

A gentleman in Mysore gives the following illustrations of which
he had personal knowledge. A rich Brahman in the Fort wanted a
wife for one of his sons ; but he had to write letters without end ;
and to search for five years in about a hundred families before he
could find a girl whose natal star would fulfil the required conditions.
Another respectable man in Mysore had three daughters. For one
daughter he searched for a husband about two years in 22 families ;
for the next he made inquiries three years ; and for the lust one he
has been writing, looking and secking in vain for the last four
years. A Drahman, 32 years of age, wandered about for more than
twb years with Rs. 500 in his hand looking for a wife ; and he has
now only succeeded in obtaiuing a girl of four years vld by giving,
a dowry of Rs. 700.%

Omens are another kind of fortune-telling as foclish and false
as astrology.

Some ave taken from birds. Crows are favonrite prophets.

The lizard also bears a high reputation. An Indian treatise on
divination says that if a lizard fall on the head, it prognosticates
death ; if on the right ear, good ; on the left ear, evil; on the nose,
disease ; on the neck, joy, &c. Its chirp is alsvo a certain sign.
There ig, however, a Tamil proverb, “The lizard which was the
oracle of the whole villagoe has fallen into the broth pot.”

The ass likewise appropriately holds & place. If an ass bray in
the east, success ‘will be delayed ; in the south-east, it forebodes
death; in the south, it denotes gain of money ; in the sonth-west,
good news ; in the west, disturbance, &c.

Sneezing, the howling of dogs, &c., are considered to forebode

vil tidings.

Avother false kind of fortune-telling is by looking at the hand.

Even after marriages have been arranged with great trouble,
they are somctimes broken off on account of supposed bad omens.
The parents or-starting upon a marriage expedition carefully watch
the omens for about half a mile, as if they were infalliab{e indi-

The Harvest Field.
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cations of the future. If the omens are bad, they return; and if
they aré bad a second and third time, the match is entirely
abandoned as one that would be ruinous,

In early times the planeta werg supposed to be the abodes of
powerful gods who regulated hnman affuirs. We now know that
the earth on whilh we live is a plavet, and that the other planets
are Bodies somewhat like it.

Astrology can easily be proved to be false. People sometines
ask for fortunate hours to commence a lawsnit. If hoth parties
consult an astrologer at the same time, they will receive the same
answer, nlthough oue of them must lose and the other gan, I a
queen and a swesper woman cach give birth to a ehild av the samo
moment, both will be born under the sume planets. T'heir horo-
scopes should be the same, but bow difterent will be their futuro
lots !

Some things written in horoscapes come to pass. 1L may be said
of every owve born in this world, that if he live he will huvo sickness
at some time or other, and that if he recover, ho will not then die ;
that he will have scasons of prosporily and adversity ; thal be will
huve friends und encmios.  These things may be safely written s
every horoscope. Bnt when astrologers protend to well how long

& person will live ui such things, they are mevoly right in a few
cases by chunce.

The Hindus themselves on urgent occasion do not consalt astro-
logers. They do not wait for an auspicious hour in chelera or when
a man is bitten by u suake. Success in businoss often depends
upon doing things al the rvight time. A little water will quonch o
fire at the beginning ; but if allowed to gu on, all efforts to put it
out may be useless. It is somewhat the same with the work of &
farmor, merchant, and every other employment. (iod has given to
each one reason to guide him ; but, if instead of nsing that, he con-
.sult an ignorant astrologer, 1t is not surprising that he should fail.

Compare the different nations—thnse that sre guided by astrolo-
gers and those that are guided by reason. Look at a Hindu almanac.
It is filled with directions about lucky and unlucky days and hours.
Look, on the other hand, at an English aimanae, From beginning
to end, there is not a single word about lucky or unlucky times.

Long ago, the Eaglish, like the Hindus, believed in astrology.
They wero then comparatively poor, and had not attsined the vast
wealth and power they now possess. Wise men found out by careful
examination that horoscopes written by the best astrologers were
only right now and then by chance ; the trne nature qf the planets
came by degrees to be understood.

Astrology and fortune-telling are so well known to be a chest,
that in England any persons taking money in this way are regarded
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88  rogues and vagabonds,” and may be sentenced by a magistrate
to imprisonment for three months with hard labour.

The great evil of astrology is, that it is a sin against God. Itis
placing inanimate planets in the yoom of their Creator.

The one true God is King. He is Lord of heayén above, and of
the earth beneath. Agriculture, commerce, government, &c., are
all dependent upon His control. Mercary, Mars, Venus, Jupiter,
Saturn, the Sun and Moon, are all His gervants. They have no
authority, not even over the most insignificant things. They are
but lifeless bodies, and faith in them is not of the slightest advant-
age. Let us worship Him alone, who is their and our Creatore

God pever changes, never ceases to reign. No one can musurp
His authority. No time is more lucky or unlucky than another.
Anytime is proper for what ought to be done ; but anything wrong
is equally forbidden at all times, and the guilty must suffer the
consequence.

“ SgLr-cREATED”’ CaUsEs or INDIAN PovEirty.

This subject rather belongs to ““ material’”’ progress, but # is so
largely counectecC: with social customs, that it is better treated under
another Lead.

Puverty mayarise from deficient rainfall and other causesover which,
we have no control. Such are excluded from the present remarks,
which refer only to those which are “ self-inflicted or self-created.”

1. Defective Agriculture.—1T'he average produce per acre, as
already meuntioned, is only about one-third of the Knglish rate.
The plough of the ryot is little better than a crooked stick. Some
of bis mavure he burns as fuel, but the richest part of 1t, which a
Chinaman carefully collects, is left to poison the air or to be washed
by the rain into the tank from which he drinks.

2. PFalse Ideas with regard to Labour.—Handicraft i3 despised.
The object of ambition, to use Glaastone’s words, is to *escape’
from it into the supposed paradise of pen and ink.” While the
employment of some persons in public uvtfices is useful to the whole
community, their number ought not to be in excess of what is
wanted. BSo far as food, clothing, and shelter are concerned, they
ure consumers, not producers. It is to be regretted that English
pducation is swelling the number of discontented idlers. A pation
does not become wealthy through mere quill-driving. England
owes her prosperity largely to the attention paid to manufactures,
agriculture, and commerce ; their neglect by the educated classesin
India is ong of the chief reasons why the circumstances of the
people are sc depressed.

3. Early Marriages.—The custom of child marriage is almost
peculiar to India. -The rule in other parts of the world is that
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marri should not be contracted till both parties attain adalt
age.. Intelligent, thoughtful persons do mot marry till there is &
prospect of their being able to support a family. Fovesight in this
respect conduces to the happiness of a nation, whils recklessness
must lead to mjsery.

Professor Runganatha Mudaliyar, of Madras, says,

“T may feel that the best thing I can do for my stupid son is to kee
him single, until such time at least as he iy able to shift for Limself an
earns eunough to maintain a wife and children with; but such is the
tyranny of custom that he musi be married as svon as he arrives at
man's estate, vven though I have the burden of supporting, it may be
to the last day of my life, my worthless son and his wife and all the
oreatiires that they ray bring into existence.”

4. Extravagant Expenditure at Marriages.—This is one great
cause of poverty and indebtedness iy Indin The Oudh Aklibar draws
the following picture of marrisge and funeral customs amongst the
Mubammadaus :

“ The luckless man who has to celebrate a marvinge has to issue his in-
vitations on powdercd and tinselled paper a month before the day : if he
leaves®ut an enemy, he runs the nsk of Leing vilified in a vornacular
newspaper. Nor can he enleulate the probable number of hiy guosts by
the nuwber of invitations he has sent. An invited guest will be suaro to
Lring his brothers and his nephews, and not improbably a friend or two
to whom he uwes u kindoess,  Meantime the feehngs of the giver of the
feast are of a very mived nature. ke cannot gqunte avoid the thunght
that for s few bricf hours of popularity ho has wasted his snbstance and
irretrievably Leggared himself and his chiidren. Stitl the sight of so
many hungry friends and the evident thankiulness of thoe diners bhuoys
him up. e rons mto his wife and tells her what & name he has won in
the town. 8he is prond of her hushand, and tells hua that a good name
outweighs mortgaged lands und heaps of bills. At last the groat day is
over, the nccount has to be met, and the dinner-giver finds himself a
rained man. He is turned ont of house and home, aud his wife is receiv-
«ed with black looks and blows by the neighbours from whom sho begs a
crost.”’

The Pioneer says,

 The difficulty of being economical in ceremonial matters is fully re-
cognised. The prudent head of a family, who spends little on his
father’s funeral or his son’s marriage, has to endure much from his
friends. He hears himself styled a muser, craven-hearted, irreligions——a
man whose name brings ill luck if uttered in the morning. He gous
sbout the mniulla with a lang-dog loox, and begins to wish he
had done the right thing and ran inte debt hike his impecunious neigh-
bours. ¢ Expense,’ says Bacon, ‘ought to be lignited by a man’s éstate ;’
but according to Indian notions it ought rot to stop short of ous’s credid
with the money-lender.” :

Itis the same among Hindus. From their joint family system
“ there is always somebody to be married pr buried ; and the
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scale of expense does not depend upon the share of the individual,
a8 it would in the case of a separation, but upon the magnitude of
the joint family fortune.”

The Rev. W. Btevenson, late of Madras, deseribes as follows a
common marriage case i— ‘

¢ A father is about t~ got his damghter married ; hik income iz Rs. 50

a month, and he has saved nothing , bul it is the custom for one it his

osition to spend Rs. 500. He knows he hasn’t got the means ; he must
ﬁorrow at exorbitant interest, he must put a load of debt on his ghoulders,
which may grind him down for long years ; but what does he do P Does
he say honestly—Well, I hav’'nt got the money, it is wrong and foolish
to burden myself with debt; 1’1l only spend what 1 can properly &fford,
and mind nothing else 7 No, he says, ¢ What can I do, Sir? TIfs our
custom, and if T don’t spend all this money, my neighbours will put
shame on me.” So he foolishly and cowardly puts bis neck under the
yoke, rather than face a breath of popular opinien.”

The above is thus corroborated by Professor Ranganatha Muda-
liyar of the same city :—

“Tt may seem to me to be a profligate waste of money to spend hundreds
and thousand of rupees in connection with a marriage or gifts to the well-
Jo-do, on food to the pampered, on duncers and songstresses on processions
and illuminations, and on the various shows and festivities that arve
imagined to be an integral part of marriage; but I must do ag others
do, or I shall be taunted as a miser, and suspected oven by my friends as
& possible renegade.”

In order to raise grain, it is necessary to have a certain quantity
as seed. Somewhat in like manner, mouey-making is facilitated
by having capital to start with. 1f a {ather, instead of squandering
a large sum on the marriage of his son, invested it in some profita-
ble way for his benefit, it would add greatly to the future comfort
of the young married pair. Not only is the money expended thrown
away, but this advantage is lost.

Sensible men are aware of the unhuppy consequences of the,
present system. One lover of this country gave up a good official
?osition that he might devote his time to the reform of this abuse.
The great difficulty is, that the intelligent, who see its evils, are as
much guided by the rabble as the ignorant.

It is quite right to rejoice at marriages. Within due limits, the
entertainment of relations and friends is becoming. But let the
educated discountenance by every means in their power the foolish
and immoral expenditure which now prevails.

5, 'The Habit of Borrowing.—The late Dr, Carey came out to
Bengal about the close of last century, and for several years he was
an indigo planter. Warmly interested in the condition of the ryots,
he urged the establishment of an Agricultural Society for Bengal.
In 1821 he wrote thus in the Quarterly Friend of India :~—
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“There may exist circumstances in the habits of & 3 suificiently
powerful to defeat the most benevolent views of its rulers, and to entail
misery where there is every preparation for the enjoyment of happiress.

% Among the numerous causes which contribute to exclude happiness
from the natiyes of India is the Wniversni tendency to borrow which per-
vades the conniry....Jt is scarcely possible to assume a r contrast
than between the honest, upright, English peasant, and the Hindu, drag-
ging out an inglorious existence between debt and disgrace, borrowing in
one gquarter to pay in another, and reluctant to pay in all cases, making.
no provision for old age, and sitting content benecath the burden of an
endless prospect of embarrassment to the last hour of life.

¢ This disposition to borrow is not confined to one province, to one
town, or to one class of individuals. It pervades the whole country with
ell the inveteracy of a second nature.

“The country is separated into two olasses, the borrower®and the
usurer ; the industrions though exbaustod poor, and the fat and flourish-
ing money-lender.”

Sixty-four years have passed away since the above remarks werd
written, but it is still the same. The Dnyanodaya, in its issue of
Dee. 31, 1885, says,

“ We know a village in the Konkan (the coast district of the Bombay
Presidency) where not a foot of land nor a single house is owned by the
inhabitants. They have lost all by mortgaging their little property for
the sake of money to spend on marriages. One would think this would
teach them a lesson, but when their all is gone, rather than fail to spend
a 100 or 200 rupees on the further marriages of their children, cases are
known of their selling themselves to their Kote for a period of years, or
a life-time.”

The tendency to run into debt is not confined to uneducated
ryots. The Indian Mirror says,

“The Indian ryot is notoriously.improvident. But he is not alone in
this. It is well known that common sense and grudence leave the Native,
whether educated or nneducated, when he has any social oceremonies to
perform. On snch occasions he is sure to go beyond his means and
involve himaeclf.” .

6. The Encouragement given to Idlers.—Though well-directed
charity is highly commendable, indiscriminate almsgiving, so
common in India, does more harm than good. If ashopkeeper fed
every day a strong beggar, supporting him in idleness, would this
be true charity ? Much of the almsgiving in this country is similarly
injurious in its effects, Lazy men are encouraged to depend upon
the industrious, instead of supporting themselves. ,‘Wealth is thus
diminished. Much more grain would be raised ,if able-bodied
beggars worked in the fields. ..

Many idle- vagabonda are entirely supported by the caste feasts
and gifts so frequent in this country., Theyp go from place to place



O BOCIAL AND MORAY, REFORM:

to be present on such occasions. No respectable persons atiend, so
‘thie whole 1§ spent on the unworthy, If there were no "such
customs, lazy med would be compelled to work for their living, to
their own great benefit. In 1881, the number of vagrants in the
Madras Presidency was 153,525.

Professor Runganatha Mudaliyar says,

% Are there not in the town of Madras people of all castes and classds
who have chosen to subsist by begging from door to door, and that as &
hereditary profession and not as a necessity forcod on them by adverse
circumstances ¥ And while these beggars by choice deem it no disgrace
to beg, do they not consider it a great dishonor and a great hardship to
do honest work for daily wages ? The thousand and one ways in which
a wealthy native is called upon to contribute towards the support of worth.-
lgss relations and able-bodied beggars are known to every one of my

indu hearers.”

There are still more serious evils connected with indiscriminate
almsgiving. Industry is a safeguard against temptation. When
a man is busy, he has no time to think of sinful pleasures, while
the idle often give way to vice. Some of the worst men in India
are the professed devotees of Siva, who wander about the couttry
as beggars. They stupefy themselves with bhang, and are so
dissolute that they dare not remain long in one place. The
frequently extort alms from ignorant people, who foolishly dread
their curses, though these only harm their utterers.

It will readily be admitted, that if alms were given to thieves,
enabling them to spend their whole time in robbery, no merit
would acerue to the domor. To support men in idleness and vice,
is an act much of the same character.

Many, however, give mainly from ostentation. Their object is
to get a name for liberality. Jesus Christ says, ““ T'ake heed that
{e do not your alms before men to be seun of them ; otherwise ye

ave no reward of your §'ather which is in heaven.”

The Hindu family system, while it has scme advantages, fosters
idleness. “There 18 a scarcely & married man in the country who
has not some of his own or his wife’s kindred dependent on his
bounty. These he cannot shake off, and they will seldom drop off
themselves, but will continue to draw nourishment from his Jabour
while & single meal of rice remains in the house.”

If such drones, instead of preying upon the industrious, had to
work for their living, there would be much less poverty.

7. Locking up Money in Jewels.—A love of finery is character-
istic of children and people in a low state of civilization. An
American savage smears himself with different colours, sticks
feathers in his head, and struts about like & peacock. Excepton a
few state occasions, the Queen of England dresses like an ordinary
lady. In India, women are sometimes loaded with jewels. In mo
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other country in the world is there so much gold and silver locked
up umélessly in this way. The nuwber of goldsmiths in India
exceeds four lakhs. Y

Hindus have no idea how much they lose by this oustom,

It has been shown that the interest on 200 crores, the value of
the jewels, wbuld, at 12 per cent, pay the entire land revenue of
British India. '

Nor is the loss of interest the only drawback. Many robberies
are committed for the sake of jewels; numbers of women an
children are murdered every year on account of them. e

49n former fimes there were no Banks, which was the chief reason
why savings were invested in jewels. At present, one use of them
is to give them in pledge to money-lenders, for which high interesf
has to be paid. . .

There are now Post Office Savings Buaoks scattered over India,
where money can be kept safely and withdrawn at any time, while
interest is allowed at the rate of 33 per cent. Dr. Johnson, writing
to a friend, says, ‘* Whatever you have, spend less.”” If people
would save a little at ordinary times, they would have enough
laid past to withdraw from the Bank what was needed on en
emergency, and avoid the heavy interest they would otherwise
require to pay to the money-lender. They would also not run the
risk of robbery for the sake of their moncy,

8. Expenditure on Spirits, Opium, &c.—Several crores are squan-
dered every year on what are fruitful causes of poverty, misery and
crime. Brandy works sad havoc among the educated classes ;
arrack among the lower orders ; opium and gauja are equally
injurious. Unless checked, the evil will go on increasing, doing
more and more mischief.

9. A Dislike to Emigrate.—The surplus population of Britain is
absorbed by removal to America, Australia, &c, In this way both
those who go and those who remain are benefited. The Brahmans
sought .to keep the Hindus in subjection to their authority by
threatening with expulsion from caste all who left India. Partly
on this account, partly from ignorant fear aud want of energy, the
great bulkof the people will not leave their own province. Dr. Hunter
refers to the “ despairing grip with which millions cling to their
half-acre of earth a-piece, under a burden of rack-rent or usury.”

He adds :—

“ The poverty of certain parts of India is the direct and inevitable
result of the over-population of those parts of India. The mass of the
husbandmen are living in defiance of economic laws. 4 people of small
cultivators cannot be prosperons if they marry irrespective of the meaxs
of subsistence, and allow their numbers to outstrip the food-pro&ne:&
powers of the soil. Natives must also equalizg the pressure on the
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by distributing themselves more equally over the country. There is

gbut.y of fertile land in India still awaiting the plough. The Indian
fsbandman must dearn to mobilize himself, and to migrate from the

overcrowded provinces to the underpsopled ones.” pp. 135, 136.

Upper Burma, recently annexed, ‘presents an excellgnt field for
emigrants. Although as large as Bengal, it has only about 4 mil-
lions of inhabitants, while Bengal has 63 millions. Large tracts of
fertile land remain unoccupied.

It is true that Indian coolies go at present to different English
Colonies, but emigration is required on a much larger scale. %
ernment aid is also necessary. ;

10. Xove of Litigation,—Much money is spent and ill feeling
awakened by disputes which might easily be settled by the arbitra-
tion of friends. The great increase in the number of lawyers will
intensify this evil. '

Bickness might also be mentioned as a cause of poverty. Even
this, is largely “ self-created.” More than half the sickness in
the world arises from disregard of the laws of health, The reader
is cautioned against the quack medicines so largely advertised, in
Native papers. Money is thus wasted on what, asa rule, does more
- harm than good.

Such are some of the * self-created or self-inflicted” causes of
Indian Poverty.

The most effectual way to promote even the material well-being
of a nation, is to seek its elevation morally and religiously. At the
same time, every injurious custom ought to be abandoned.

There is so much truth in the remark of Dr. Hunter that it is
again quoted :—

“The permanent remedies for the poverty of India rest with
the people themselves.”

oV-

Poriry.

The revelations connected with a recent trial in London, showed
the vice which still lurks in Christian England, though the shock
which was given to the public conscience also proved the prevailing
moral tone. When some native papers made this an occasion for
damaging reflections on the English nation in general, the Indian
Messenger generously remarked, ““Is not vice far wmore widely
prevalent in Indian society ! What have we done to repress it ?
Let not the sieve point to the hole of the needle.”

The attention of Indian reformers is directed to a few points whare
their efforts are specially necessary.

1. Vicein the name of Religion.—The abominations of Paphos
and Corinth still exist in India in connection with Hinduism. In the
Bombay Presidency, “ great numbers of girls are, in infancy, married
to the god Khundoba,,and are brought up for a lifeé of sanctified
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prostitution in connection with the temples of that god.” " The
victims, after undergoing & ceremonial ¢ purification,” are branded
upon their persons with a heated stamp, and are thus set spart for
their filthy work. When hired out to persons wishing to use them
a8 concubines, they pay a momthly tax to the temple, and & con-
siderable revenue is gathered from this source,’”®* In Wesiern
India, rich merchants of the Vallabha sect offer their wives and
daughters to gratify the lust of their spiritual guides !

The following exttact from Dubois refers to the temples of South-
ern India :— ; )

“ Next to the eacrificers, the most important persons about the temples
are the dancing girls, who call themselves deva-dast, servants or slaves of
the gods. Their profession requires of them fo be open to the embraces
of persons of all castes,

“They are bred to this profligate life from their infancy. They are
taken from any caste, and are frequently of rospectable birth., Itis
nothing uncommon to hear of pregnant women, in the belief that it will
tend to their happy delivery, making a vow, with the consent of their
husbands, to devote the child then in the womb, if it shonld turn out a
girl, #o the service of the Pagoda. And, in doing so, they imagine they
are performing a meritorions duty. The infamous life to which the
danghter is destined brings no disgrace on the family.+"

According to the Madras Census of 1881, the number of ferale
‘“ dancers” in the Presidency was 11,5673.7 Such a number is most
lamentable.

The indignant words of Bishop Lightfoot, applied to ancient
Greece, refer equelly to India :—

“ Imagine, if you can, this licensed shamelessness, this consecrated prof-
ligacy, carried on under the sanctions of religion and in the full blaze of
publicity, while statesmen and patriots, philosophers and men of letters,
looked on unconcerned, not uttering one word and not raising one finger
to put it down."§

The infamous rites of the Vamacharis of Bengal cannot be de-
scribed. ]

At the Holi festival, it is said, ‘ obscenity becomes the measure
of piety.”

The Pioneer, referring to the Mohurrum and Holi, says, “Our
only hope of escape is a Committee of respectable Natives combin-
ing to memorialise the authorities to suppress the orgies of the
mob.” The Indian Mirror, quoting this, adds :—

“ This is our idea too, and we sincerely trust our educated countrymen
will at once take the hint and act on it. So far as the Holi festival is

® Tis Indian Purity Trumpet. No. 1.
4 Manners and Customs of People of Indis, pp. 294, 285.
1 Imperial Census, vol, I1. p. 448. § White Cross, Tracts, No. 1.
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voncerned, we wonder that no attempt has hitherto been made to put a
stop to the abominably obscene songs and filthy proceedings which ac-
company it. The co-operation of Government is no donbt essential to
the effectual snppression of practices so universal and deep-rooted; but
we are sure the authorities would interpose on behalf of public morals if
an infldential body of our countrymen only took the, Initiative in the
matter.” April 23, 1872. -

2. Public Women as Actresses,— Young Bengal” makes
politics his serious business, and amuses himself at theatres. There
18 quite a rage for theatre-going among certain classes in Calcutta.
Formerly the female characters in plays were taken by young men;
now women go on the stage, and use it as an opportumty for® ad-
vertising their charms. On the other hand, Calcutta contains
some of the most earnest reformers in India, and it is hoped that
through their efforts the *“ Babu of the Period” may be induced to
mend his ways.

The theatre-mania has also spread among the Parsis. The taste
does not hode any good to India,

There are brothels in Calcutta ncar some of the Colleges,

vorrupting the students. A few successful efforts have been enade
for their removal.

8. Nautch Parties.—Europeans should never countenancé by
their presence any such cxhibitions. It is satisfactory that some-
young Hindu reformers in Oudh have taken a stand against them.
A paper by a “ Kashmiri Paundit,” which appeared in the Jowrnal
of the National Indian Assoctation, contains the following :——

 Natch parties. These are the shame of Tndian society. Natch girls,
who are always of recognized bad character, arc allowod to dance before
our social gatherings, sometimes cven before our ladies in the Zenanas.
The influence of these Natch girls upon our art und our morals has been
disastrous.”

The Indian Messenger says that “In the Punjab there is a class
of public women who carcy on this infamous trade, with the eon--
sent of their parents and brothers, the latter living lives of idleness
upon their earnings.”  Probably this ““infamous trade” is not
confined to the Punjab.

4. TFilthy Speech.—The use of langnage inexpressibly vile is
almost universal. It is worst, of conrse, among the lower classea.
‘Women among them, when enraged, make the whole neighbour-
bood ring with their virulent and obscene language. It is so
common that when a policeman in Calcutta was asked to check
somo people for its use, he said, “ They always speak so.” But
the fact is that most of the native policemen enjoy such language,
and are as great offenders as any others. g

From north to south it is the same. Madras Native Public
Opinion says :—



