
lUIUH, 

(( We have not the consolation of f1atteri~g oUl\l8):n~s wihh the 
idea., that it is only the loWest cla.sses of Hindll8, thedsoouring of 
society, that indulge in this habit, but we find tht even men of' 
respectability and of admitted worth, many times craas the bounds 
of decent speech, and launch intltl the most obscene inveotives, th"t 
even Billingsga.'e would blush to hear." 
~he Glljerat Mitra, a Bombay paper, says:-
" Children from infB.ncy ar(J nursod as it were in this unholy atmos­

phere, and when they ~row t.o manhood, their vocabulary of ()oTlversa.tion 
consists of a host of immoml words which they ha\'t) learned to delight i. 
nsin~, and which they too often eml)loy in all tho ordinary traIDllICtions 
of life with emphasis," . 

After noticing the duty of tho press and of parents, tho a.rticle 
thus concludes :-

"The EduCl1tionaI Depa.rtmcn~. ought to pay very RPrionR attention to 
our remark;.;, for docs it not Heem l'idicuJoll~ that., whitt' iL prl'tends to 
initiate our boys int.o the mptcl'il's of th(, ela~f\leB and mathcmatioB, it 
does ahRolut.cly not.hing of what. it. could ao for moral in~truetion by 
beginning to disallow the use of abusive language even ill priva.ta 
conv.sation r" 

4. Obscene Literature and Pictures.-Bot,h are prohibited b) 
law,· and .0ccaslOnally men who sell verlJacular books of this de-

~'lcription are puni~h!Jd. nnt Bug-hsh books of a similar character, 
though not quite so gross, have ", consiuemble oiroulation. Where 
possible, bad books should be ,brought to tho notice of the 
authorities. 

The Irul'inn M·irrm· oalls att.ention t(' the pictures, favourites with 
some Bengalis, which arc exposed for sale in Calcutta. When the 
lato Gaikwar of Baroda was depoHcd, his pahoe was fouud to 
oontain a llllwbcr of uiJbcone pictures which were, very properly, 
destroyed. 
. It is often melanchnly to mark tho change whioh comes over 
inteUigcnt, promising boys aR they grow up, througb the influence 
of immorality. In Muhammadam:! e::lpecially, it ca.n frequently be 
seen in their very faces, It if! eating into them liktl a canker, Bond 
counteracting all efforts for their clevatlOn. 

Milton thus describes the downward course of sensuality :-
" But when hlRt, 

By uncha.ste looks, loose gestureH, and foul talk, 
But most by lewd and lavish fwts of sin, 
JJets in defilement to the inward parts, 
The soul grows clotted by contagion, 
Embodies and emQrutes till she quite lose 
The divine profJflrty of her first being. 
Sllch are those thick and gloomy shadows damp 
on BeeD in cbl\ru.el.vu.ults and Bepulchr68" 
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Lingering and sitting by a new-made grave, 
As loth to leave the body that it loved, 
And link i.tself by carnal sensuality, 
To a degenera.te a.nd degraded sister." 

Societies have been formed specially for the promotion of Social 
Purity. Such deserve the cordial support of eva.rY lover of his 
country. Vigorous enorts should be made to further their obje\;t. 

The TVhite Or088 Series of 'fracts, written for England, is excel­
lent, but some, more adapted to India, are required. 'fhis is a mat­
ter which should receive earnest attention. The Rev. W. J. Glad­
win, Grant Road, Bombay, issues a. small periodical Th{J S~cial 
P1trity Trumpet, and bas on sale a variety of publications on the 
subject. . 

Aboys all, let the reader obey the comman.d," ][eep thYBelfpure." 

TEMPERANCE. 

This virtue, in its widest sense, implies moderation in the indul­
gence of every appetite, but it is especially used with reference to 
the use of intoxi.cating liquors. 'rhel'e is no doubt that drunkE\Ruess 
prevailed to a considerable extent among the old Aryans. One 
whole book of the Rig-Veda, containing 114 hymns, is fillf'd liVith 
the pra.ises of the intoxicating soma juice. Indra, is thus addresseq 
in the Rig Veda: "0 Indra ! the learned say that thou art fond of 
80mlt mSIl. We offer it to thee; come to us and dt·ink it for intoxi. 
cation. 'rake the full quantity of Boma Talla." Most of the leading 
characters in the Mahallharata were addicted to strong drink. 
Taverns seem to have been numerous in the days of Kalidasa, for 
in the drama. of Sukuntu,la, it is proposed to spend half the money 
given to the fisherman at the nearest hquor shop.* 

Aftor a time the evils of intemperance were so much felt, that 
strong efforts were made, with considt'rable success, to repress the 
vice. Drunkenness has always prevailed in India among cer.tain. 
classes; but, as a. nation, the people hll.ve beeu temperate for many 
centuries. 

It is deeply to be regretted tha.t, of late years, drinking habits 
have been acquired by some educated Hindus, whose forefathers 
never touched intoxicating liquor. This is largely attributable to 
European example. 

There has been a. grea.t improvement with regard to drinking 
habits a.Ulong the educated clasRes in England. It is true that there 
is still much drunkenT,less among some of the lower orders, but 
vigorous efforts are being made to promote tempera.nce a.mong 
them likewise . 

• Dr. Rajendta. Le.la. !litra, ill tbe Jouma.L ()f II~. Benga.l. .4a1cKie Boet"y. 
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When English began to be studied in India., some y011l1g men 
thought that they must imitate English habits &s well as learn the 
language. Among other things, it was considered lit mark of manli': 
neS8 and a proof of advance in civilization to use intoxioating 
drinks. And t.he liquor generally selected was brandy, the strongest 
spirit. The eV'H has been greatest in Calcutta, where the educated 
cllt8ses are the wealthiest, and English has been longest studied. 

The Hindu Patriot thus desoribes the results: 
"We have daily, nay hOllrly, evidences of the ravages whi!.~h the 

brandy bottle is making upon the flower of our suciety. Wealth, J'tl,nlt, 
hOQ£>r and character, health and talentH, have all perished in the blighting 
pre~ence of this hug,) mOTlllter. Notwithstanding the improved education 
and reSOlll'ces of our higher claslles, it it! a notoriOIlS faet t.hat they i38i;fl 

now save very litt1~, and thi", neVI' featul'E' of ou\' domostic and social 
economy is, in a groat measure, due to the fell driIlk-eraviDg. YJ'amiliee 
oIlee flourishing have been redllceJ to absolute pa.uporism by t.ho wreck 
brought by it." 

N early three thousand years ago, Solomon gave the following 
warning: 
"~ho hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath ('ontentionA? who 

hath babbling? who hath wounds without causo? who hath redness·of 
eye§? They that tarry long at tlJll wine; they that go to seek mixed 
wine. Look lwt thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his 
colour in the cup, when It moveth it.>lelf aright. At the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like all adder." 

Some young mon give up Indian virtues and acquire only 
Europpan vicelol. 'rhe proper course is to retain whatever is good in 
old habits j to add what,ever if! commendable in EuropeanH, but to 
avoid whatever is wrong. Of all European vices, nOlle is more 

. dangerous and destructive than druDkenneBs. Even the strong 
constitution of Europeans succumbs to its influence. Among edu­

. cated Hindus, its effects are as injurious as "fire-water" among 
thlll American Indians, causing them to sink into an early grave. 

The wine sent to this country usually contains prandy. Granting 
that the use of pure wine in great moderation would not be in.iuri~ 
ous, it is much the safer and wiser course-for young men in India. 
to imitate the example of their ancestors in confining themselves to 
water. Many who resolved at the commencement to drink only 
moderately, have become victims to intemperance; but this Oa.D 
never happen to the man who altogether ahstains from strong drink. 
Never acquire the habit, and the want will never be felt. 

The Hindus, for many centuries, did not use intoxicating liquors: 
why should they be ~eoessary now? Has any change come over 
their constitution 7 The Greeks had a saying, "Water is best." 
In EoglaJid men training as wrestlers, are not allowed to take even 
beer. Brandy Dlay indeed stimulate for /It time, bat it is soon 
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f«Howed by greater exhaustion than ever. A. walk in the open air 
or a. cup of good tea, is a far better restorative. 
• But educated ·Hindus use strong 'drink chiefly for mere enjoy. 
roent. Dinners are thought incomplete without intoxICating liquors. 
Customs dying out in England have been revived. as drinking 
healths. A Hindu in Western India complains,-" Go wherever 
you may, the first thir.6' offered is brandy pani. This has taken tpbe 
place of pan-sopal·i." '1'he practice of offermg wine to visitors, no 
lunger ex.ists among respectablo classes in England. 

The use of opium is equally injurious, and the hold it attains is 
still more terrible. • 

One of the most lamfmtable effects of intemperance is tha.t it 
tends to become horeditary. The children of drunkards have a 
}'Teak c.pnstitutioIl; they aro corrupted by the example of their 
parents, and the evil often goes on increasing, till the family be­
comes extinct. 
• Every lover of this country should strive to the utmost to check 
the rava.ges of a vice to which already 30me of the brighte~t intellects 
in India have fallon vicLirns. Sueh a course is demanded even by 
personal COD .. liderations. It hall been well remarked, "No re!u ta­
tion, DO wisdom, nor hardly any worth, will secure a wan agajnst 
drunkeDneHs." 

Direct measures to check Intemperance.-Evvry good influence' 
operates more or less in thlll dIrection. 'l'hl' circulation of books 
and tracts showing the evils of the vice, is a very valuable agency. 
In addition the following means are usaf Ill. 

Total, Abstinence Sor-ieties.-'rbe mombers of these agree t.o abstain 
entirely from tbe u;;e of all intoxicating lilluors. There are two 
classes of them. 

Bnnd of Hopp, 8,)c'id'ic.~ are intended for tho young". rrho reforma­
tion of drunkftrds, though not impossil)le, IS extremely difficult. 
'rhe habit, once formed, 11:1 apt to break 0\.It f1,gain when any strung' 
temptation proselltl:1 itself. Whel"P the ta"t,(! has not. been acquired, 
there is comparat;ivo l:!ufety. The" Lope" of reformation lies chiefly 
with tho yOUIlg. 

'fotal A.bst,inBTIC0 Societies for 'arl/dts aro also necessary. By 
means or them nUIllbers may be rel:!cncu. Some will say that it.is 
very desirable for perllons who have acquired intemperate habits or 
are in. danger from them to join such societies, but where there is 
dne modera,tioll, such a step is unnecessary. 

In reply to t1lis, it may' be remarked that all drunkards, as a. rule, 
did not at first ~o t,o excess. No man who takes liquor can be cer. 
tain that he wi.ll not at lal:!t become intemperate. But there is 
another r{)a.SOD. Drunkards require encouragement to joiu such 
societies. This is given ,when persollS of high position and cha.ra.cter 
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become members. 'the English Societies include noblemen, bishops 
noted for their learning and pi~ty, a.nd ot'hers. Sir Donald Stewa.l't~ 
late Comma.nder-in·Chief of the Indian Army, bad been 8t ,tOta.l 
absta.iner for several years. 

Some Societies have a stl'ip ~f blue ribh0n as a sign of membe,-. 
ship. Hence nte phrase, the B7,w Hibb(lll Army, 'fhe reader is 
stl'ongly recommended to join !;uch au Ut'!SOCIl1I.iou, and use all his 
influence to induce otlwrs to follow his exalUplC'. Under the present 
circumstances of India, in few ways cun he fUMe benefit his country. 

RBdncti()'II, in the nllmiJlJT of L·i,{1to-r Slwps.-fJvery place where in­
tOxAcatmg drink il-! sold is a soul't~e of temptntion. 'l'hew "bould be 
as few of them a's possible. In some parts of the {j nit-ed St:~Les of 
America they are entirely forbidden, ~Yha,t iH elLllt)d tIle U PE'rmis­
sive Bill," 01' "Local Optillll," is ILdvocMed hy sOUle go()(l.men il! 
Bngland. It dHDot,es that when thd majol'lty of the p<,oplo of a. 
place are Oppose(l to the estahiishmt'llt of liijuPI' l-lhops, they arB not 
to be I1llowuJ. Kl'sl1l1b Cha.1ldra Ht'U WI'otn, "If anv mttioll Oll.t:) 
claim the beuellt of the Pel'tni!;sivo 13ill aH u nlfLttor of birth-right, 
it iSathe Indlll,ll nation." 

T1w prinCIple tilwuld be com'oded as a part of CI Self·Goveril­
ml.~to" 

Though ':·m1e indi\7idllal offj"('l"f' ffifty ReIJi~hl'y Ilnd wielmdly !'look 
bo increa~e revenue hy promoting- intt'mpel'ftllCe, the hig-hoAt, autho­
rities sineel'C'ly wish tn rrovent tho "IHol'ad of tho vICe 111 Indin. 

'1'he great a,rgnmt'nt Rg-C'tlllst t.he sl11ltGing of trJ.Vt~rIlS is t,hat. it will 
If'ad to illicit saiElo Tlie dIOl't ought til b,l to /,xeite f.;O "trong a public 
::>pinion against thi", :tH to render it llnpOHHihh"l. 

MBanwhile, the friend" of t('mporancll ill all pRrtH of the cfluntry 
shollld. pref.1ent memorials to Government, asking for tho abolition 
Df lIquor shops, wherever it can bo dono with adva,l1tago. 

EDLL1A'flONAL H.'U'OHlIf. 

The II RepfJrt of the Indian EdllC'atlon ComrniR"inn" ifl v(1ry valu~ 
able, and is It noble memorial of the WHoI'IIl i ntpI'(>"t, taklm hy the 
Mllrquis of Uipon in the edncatimJ of thC' people of this country. 
If the practieal results have yet Dot been great, the fault doee 
not lie with the Report, . 

A few remarkR mny be made under t,his important hpatl. 
1. '.rhe religious element should receive more a.ttentiOD.- Lord 

Ripon, while acknowledging that there ought to be the fltl'ictest 
l'8ligious neutrality on the part of Govern~mt, said at Amrits~l' :-

"For myself, I have always held and maintained a.t-holIl~nd my 
views upon t~at suhJect have undergone no change, though I have cotUe 
many miles acrosB the sc.a-ihat no erlucation can be complete and 
thorough, if it does not combine rcligiJus and fi~~ular edllcation." 
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It' is not proposed that Government should teach anyo! the 
peculiar doctrines of' Cbristianity or any other religion, but there 
are grea.t truths·to which none but a.~fe." atheists would object. 

It ill Baid th",t Daniel Webster was once Bsked, tc"VVhat is the 
grea.test thought that ever occupied your mind?" After a. solemn 
pause, he replied, t( The greatest thought I ever bad or can ha.ve, 
is the sense of my accountabi'lity to God."* • 

Mr. Garthwa.ite, Governmfmt Inspector, says in a letter to the 
Madras Director of Public Instruction:-

" Our Bchool-books have hitherto recognised at least that there is a God, 
great and good and wise; that we shonld love and obey Him j thatjt i8 
His wish that we should be just and kind to one another; and that the 
more like Him we are the happier we shall be, and the le88 like Hini the 
more unhappy. In twenty ye9.rs' experience in India I have never m'et 
"any Native who objected to having his children taught. snch truths­
rather the reverse-and al'! on these points Hindoo8, Muhammedans, and 
Christians are agreed, in teaching them there is no violation of the 
-principle of religious neutrality."t 

While the above teaching is found in some Government School 
Boob, Huxley rems,rks about Hume is applicable to others: ." It 
c!unot be said i.hat (their) theological burden is a heavy one." 
'l'here a,re Readers in which the terms for God, the soul al1d a. 
future state do not occur. 

'fhings are perhaps worst in Bengal. The following is from the 
Su,nday Mirror:-

.. We decidedly object to the tone of the Bengali primers used in our 
,Schools. We are sorry to say theAe books tolally eschew the religious 
sanctions of mor!l.lity, so much 80 that the word God is not to be found 
in their pages. It follows from this that bOYf) of five to eight years of· 
age are kept in woeful ignorance of snoh a Being as God; and strange 
to Bay it is these books which are use<l as texts wherever the Benga.li 
language is tll.ugbt." Jan. 4th, 1880. 

'l'he Borrwporichoy is the elementary rending book most largely' 
used. In the 67 pages which the two parts contain there does not 
seeIn to be a single allusion to God or a future st,ate. 'fhe grand 
a,rgument against telling lies or nsing bad words is tha.t a boy will 
be disliked as others if he does. 

The Bornoporicho!/ is often followed by the Bodhodoy, based on 
'l'he Rudiments of K1Wwledge, published by Messrs. Chambers; but. 
the Bengali translation is mutilated as described below. 

The original contains the following :-
" It is our duty to love God and to pra.y to Him, and tha.nk Him for a.U 

Bis mercies." . 

II Quoted in Frn.S(\r'8 Report. on Schools in the United States, p. US. 
t Repor~ of the M.a.dnl School·Book Committee, Apptlndix pp. xx, ui. 



This has been. r:;mittea. The original contains the followlll'gl :~ 
.. When a. body is dea.d, all its lift' is gone. It ~,nl'lJ>t S8& or feel, of 

move; it is a.n inanimate object,' and 1S so unpleasing to look n}X>D, that; 
it is buried in the ground, where it rota into dust, and is DO more seen 
on ea.rth. But althottgh the budiu of manki·nd die an,d a,re buried, tAeg 
MtlB SOULS whicl~ lit'e for ever, and tckick are given, up tc God who gaflf 
th~m." . 

'i'he pa.s~age in italies, referring to 8. future state, has been omitted. 
The translation merely states that t,he body if' buried or burned on 
the fuueraI pile. 'l'he ol'iginal contains the following:- . 

"Mankind are called rational or reasoning b,:ingR, in consequence of 
ha1ing "minds to rc"lect on what they St'll aud uo. 1'hcJ arl, also called 
rpspun.sib II' or aCI'(lImt([ble beil~!!8, he(~:wse thcy have 80uls, which are 
accouutable to God for ad.ioIlH uonl' during life. Bnt none of t.he low'er 
animals are rational or fWl'Olllltahll,l beillgl!. They have not souls to b& 
accountable, nor millds capable of thinki'lg'. They do not know right 
from wrong. WIlen a heast dies it peJ'islll's for ever." 

'J'he ahlwe clt·ady points out the distiud,joll between men and. 
brutes. The lat.eey' peri~h for evor at tlpath ; tho former have souls 
all¥re responsible beings. 'rhtJ whole pll,f\sage has been omitted. 
Yet, such looks are largely used iu somo Mission I::Ichools aud OVIjD 

by.,ome ladies in 7,t'llana teaching. It should he mentioned that 
they are pri ,'ate puhlications. 'rh~ Bengal Educational Department 
does not, issue allY 1'('11001 books, 

The Erl£nZ,'I1'gh RelJic/I' says, 
., It is Leyond dispute that the question of educating India, and the 

quegtioll of the prnbahle effeet.s of the preeipitation upon Inuia, like tropic­
al rain from thc sky, of Rueh it ~howel' of knowledge 111< is likely to WlI.Sh 
aWlty a.1l itR old land-markA, are at, thiH moment in I,hE' foreground ('If the 
Inuian !iituat.ion. TheAe qnest,iollR have a direct Learing not only on all 
the moral and reI igious problems that are prl)Renting themselves in the 
country, but on the delicate and complex task that has TJOW heen under­
taken, of making political I'('fnrms keep even step with the social and in­
tellectual advance of the whole empire." Jan. 1884, p. 16 . 
. Even in a political point of view alone, the feeling. of responsibility 
to a living Creat.or would have a most salutary effect upon the people. 

One of the greatest dangers to which Mission Schools are nOw 
liable is that of being secUlll,ril'ed tL.rough Government influenoe. 
Several years ago, the RJ3v. W. SauIDerez Smith, who had good 
opportunities for formillg a judgment, gave the following caution!-

.. We cannot but think that a danger is arising from the increase4 
facilities which are being given to Missionary Societies for getting aid 
from Governmenb in edncational work j the da.llger, namely, lest the relig­
ious part ef the instrllction should be edged ont of. the MissioJJ&17 
Schools. by t,he pressing demand for secn.lar instruction, and the whole 
toile of the Schoo), masters aad students, be brought down to the level of 

non-miiBionary School." 



. :WhilG some Mission Sc~ools have resisted this influence,oth6f'8 
~ave succumbed to it, and, exclusive of 8. short time professedly. 
devoted to religious instruction, do not differ from Government; 
Schools. Except ill purely secular subjects, as arithmetic, a Christian 
tone should pervade the whole course of instruction in Missioll 
Schools. 

2. Education should be used to promote Social Befonn.-..It 
has been said, "Wh"t, you would put into the life of a nation, 
put into its schools." Oue of the most effectual means of putting 
any instruction into schools, is to put it into the 8chool books. 

The late Dr. Duff was one of the ablest and most sUG.ces~£ul 
educationists in India. He expresses the following opinion a.bout 
School-Books :- . 
• '" Gire me,' says one 'the songs of a country, and I will let anyone 
else make its laws.' 'Give me,' says another, 'the scbool-books of a. 
country, and I will let anyone else make both its songs and its laws.' 
That early impressions-impressions co-eval with the first dawnings of 
Intelligence, impressions roade when a new world is opening with the 
freshness of mnrning UpOll the soul--l1re at once the most vivid and most 
indelible, has passed into a proverb." 

• An intelligent teach~r, if compelled to use inferior class books, 
will make up largely for their deficiencies by oral instruction. -In 
India) however, except in a few superior s('hools, as Mr'. Hodgson 
Pratt, formerly Inspector of Schools in Bengal, observes, "The 
book is every thing) for the Master cannot supply what it fails 
to give." 

But even in the case of the best teacnerA, it is a great advantage 
to have good text-books. Oral instruction must be limited, and if 
the pupils can reall as well as hear, the lessons will be doubly im­
pressed upon the mind. 

One of the greatost faults of the British Government of India. 
lias been want of adaptation to the circumstances of the country, 
the attempt has largely beeu-to reproduce England) pure and, 
simple. Indian education is marked by the SHIDt) defect. There are 
some Missionaries who pIneo N eliion's Royal Readers in the hands 
of their pup:ls just as if they were in Scotland. When thoughtful 
men, like Slr George Campbell or the Earl of Northbrook, visited 
Bome Indian Schools, they were struck with this incongruity. In 
his recent art,ic\e in Til£< Fortnightly, Sir Alfred Lyall refers to 
the "English text-books" as "full of outlandish and unfamiliar 
eJ.lusions. " 

The Report of the Education Commission has the following 
remarks on thi:l use of such books in India :-

"Adapted or unadapted, the books that are most suitable, because 
conveying the most ~ilia.r ideas, to Engliah children, are IIlO" 
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anllnitable to natives of lQilia. <. Though often eompeltedto 1'8&4, .bki 
such things, the Indian lea.rnsl" hows nothing of hedg&.rowiiI,birds.. 
nesting, hay-ma.king, being naughty, and standing in .. nomer." p. 3t6. 

There are ~ore seI'ious objections to their use. ' 
HOlOe books, prepared for Ii very different sta.te of things, are noll 

fitted to promo~ 80dal reform in this oountry. The tende!1cy to 
run into debt, neglect of fema.W edl1cation, early marria.ges, the .. 
cruel treatment of widows, caste, &c., are cl'yilJg evils, not one of 
which is alluded to in books published in England; but wbich e:au 
be exposed in books prepared specially for India. 
. \{au;y school books drawn up even in India quite ignore the 
social condition of t,he people. It is true that ill Goval'lImenL School 
Books caste could not be dealt with, but thnp, at all CVflnt~, might 
b~ illculcated. An Engli~h Rea,ling Book ltaR a leRson H Every Man. 
hIS own Pawnbroker," very apprOpriUM] tu Iudilt. Su with "!Several 
other evils. For reforms t,o be carr'it'd out thOl·oughly, it is uccessary 
to influence the whole peo:)le. Education is one of the most 
valuable agencies for this purpOSE'. Though slow, it ifol Rure. 

~me Reading Books are not adaph·d to Mission Sc,hool~ in a. 
rel-igiolls point of view. This ought to lH' the must important cop­
sid~rntion. They aro now almo~t purely secular, or uo not go 
beyolld NatnJ'aj Hcligioll. 

Sufficient care has not been given by Government to the prepara.~ 
tioJl of text·bookA. The School Rook Committee, appointed by the 
Madrf\.s Government, recommended that snch a task should be en­
trnsted to a qualified offieer, Hei apart for this special duty. " We ; 
have no fnith in work done at odd moments by gt'ntJemen jaded 
with tcachillg or examining." Yet the reliance of Government has' 
hithert9 been on such work • 

• TJle foregoing remarks rder specially to RI']IO07 nooks. U niver­
sity Studellt,> shou lU rCfl,d the usual Euglish classics. 

8. Educa.tion should conduce m.ore to .. Ma.terial Progre ••. "­
It was at firtlt a neeessity for Government to e8t.~bJish Colleges to 
provide educated officers. As the students were comparatively feW', 
most of them, on the completion of t,heir course, obtained good 
appointments. Now, however, the supply faJ' exceeds the demand. 
Petty shopkeepers, PflOIlS (lnd dOJUOf:!tic servants are making great 
eJi9rts to get an Ellglillh 'e<1ucatiou for some of their children in 
the hope that they will obtain G overnmellt office. "In England/' 
said the late Bishop Milman, "such youths would, with satis£a.ction 
to themselves and benefit to the community, look forward to an 
honeBt life of handiCl'afG work, to be bakers, carpenters, ta,ilorll, 
labourer,>, a.nd workers in some sha.pe or other; he~e they wish to 
live by their wits. It is a simple impossibility." 

The la.te ·Maharaja. of Travano()~e, in a. le~ture, " Our Indu2trial 
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Status," delivered when he was First . Prince, referring to the. 
8oholars in the State schools, says:-

" Almost without exception, all these, I suspect, look to Governni&nt 
employment. The posts of English. writers, native Rayasams, and 
accountants are necessarily limited. tHill more so are Police-Aminships, 
Tahsildarships, Munsiffships, Sira.stadarships, Judgesbjps and Peshkar­
ships. But the ships, jn which our Ioung men, following the impuJse 
of a. fertile imagination, have embarkca, mUAt, in many cases, land them 
in a dreamy land of disappointmcnt. If our Govcrnment must provide 
for all the youths that receive education, our public offices will ha.ve to 
be ex.tended miles, and public salaries to be increased by thonsands of 
rupees, and after all to entert.ain a host of discontented., disobedi.ent,Jmd 
sometimes troublesome young men. The sooner the idea that Govern­
ment employment is the Ultima Thule of edncation is scooped out of the 
heads of our youths, the better. Be assured that the wielding of flo spade 
'or the driving of a plough, or t.he treading of a watering level', in one's 
own interest, is not a whit less honourable than scratching foolscap with 
goose quills, taken by itself." 

The Briti8h Government is' often blamed, because educated Hindus 
oannot get employment j but it will be seen from the foregoing, 
that it is thE' same iu It ~ative State. As remarked, public ofices 
wuuld require to be "extended miles" to receive candidates, and 
larger and larger additions would be necessary every year. • 

The craving extends, more or less, even to vernacubr schools. Mr. 
Nesfield, Inspector of SchoolH, Oudh, says that he was once present 
at a. "large gathering' of pupils from primary schools (vernacnlar). 
The Deputy Commissioner asked them why they came to school at 
all. Fifty voices answered at once, to get employment. He then 
asked, what employment? and the answer immediately was, 
Govwmment. The desire to obtain employmellt, and thus escape from 
the paternal plough 01' workshop, is almost universal among OUI' 

Vernacular students. &c.* ... 
"Nihili"lJl in Russia," says the Atherll.m~7J1" ./ is as yet almost entirely. 

confined to a small section of the educated Jlasses. Russia possesses a 
kind of intellectual proleteriat in the persoh~ of a host of university 
paupers, maintain'cd at the expense of the State and the country. It is 
from this proleteriat, from the failures of the civil, militar'y, and ecele!~i­
ast,ical Schools, that Nihilism draws its most determined recrnits." 
Oct. 14, 1882. . 

Under the present system, similar results may be expected in 
India.. Pro£ossor Monier Williams says. . 

" Those who are unsuccessful in gaining appointments will not turn to 
manuallabonr, but remain discontented memberH of society and enemies 
of our Government, conve:r.ting the little real education they have received 
into an instrunl{Jnt to injure us by talking treason and writing seditious" 
IIJ'tic1es in native journals."t 

• Oalcutta Review, 1883, p. 310. t Modern India, p. 175. 



YeMS ago th~ l&te 11on. ,. B. Norton, of Madras, :Qid, 
"Thill reliance upon Government., a.nd seeking after its ~ploy. to' tbl!l 

excl1lsion of all other Jegitimat.e and honourable mea!!8 Gf obtMning .. 
livelihood, has to t.he present moment been the principa.l ba.ne a.nd 6{.irMY 
of Native society.'" ' 

Sir Richard. Temple, addressing some students in Oalcutta, 
remarked :- " 

"Then I must entreat you not to look too mneh to Gover,nnwnt 
appointments as constituting the one great end of edueutionallife. DOllbt;.. 
less the Government willnJwaYA do, aA it hn.s hCJ'etofortl doue, all it fairl,1 
CI1.n for lOU in these respeets, Bnt you Rhould try to strike out paths for 
you'!-selves; and to s'le"k for non-official employuwnt, You (laUl'ot 8011 
enteT the public service; you cannot t111 risc tu g'llOd positiolls." 

Like gamblers in a lottery, all the y()Ull(~ men who E'nter College 
hope to be successful. NotwithstandiI1g the repeated wdrnings 
given, "thousandR persist ill eml)f~rkillg III the same courl'le.'" 

Our present system throws the whole stream of 111lllcatod men into 
the narrow channels of Government employ and law, with the un­
fortunate re .. mlts already pointed out, The ('uncut should be 
div~ted, where it will fructify, iURtcad of causing unwholcso'me 
swamps. Professor Williams says:- • 

"-r believe the defects of our pl't:St"nt syAtem are beginning to be 
acknowledged. .1I19.ny think we sha.1I he wiser to edncatB the generality 
of Datives in their professions and callings ra.ther than above them-to 
make a good husbandman a better one, a goorl mechanic more skilful in 
his craft-and only to give higher forms of educu.tion in exceptional 
casoR," 

One great difficulty is that Govemment action is liable to be 
.attrilmted to a desire on the part of the "bu rean.cl'aey" to discour. 
age the.higher education, that tlwy ma.y retain all the good appoint­
m~n~s .for themselves. Strenuous oppoRiti~n 1mB been !:Jut fortb 
wlien It has been propoHod to close any of the Engbsll Arte 

,'Colleges. Indeed, the matter has got boyond tho power of Govern . 
• ment, If every State College were shut) Private Colleges would 

take their place. . 
Most is to be expected from the toaching of e-xporienco. Accordins 

to the laws of Hindu society, every mar" possessing any means, U 
bQund to provide for all his ['elatives. Even in former times it WSI 

often abused. Persons were tempted thus to cbtain the necessariel 
of life without labonr. English eclucntivn will swell to an intoler. 
able e.xtent the number of men" living on their frionds"-uowilliut 
'to dig, but not a.shamed to beg. 

Govbrnment should yo-operate as fa,' as possible. ;.rho Edueatio~ 
Commission Report says, 

" One of the questil)us put to witnesses before tbe Commission ran .. 
follows: • Is the a.ttention of te&oher~ and pupiJa iIi seco~da.rl schoob 



unduly directed' to the Entrance Examin8.tioD of the University P' 'The., 
replies to thiB qn.estion are singularly unanimous. It hBB been feU in a.1l 
provinces, a.nd uT'ged by many witnesses that the attention of students is 
'too exclusively directed to University studies and that no opportunity is 
offered for the development of what corresponds tAl the modern side of 
schools in Europe. 1t is believed that there is a real nee<\ in India for some 
corresponding course which sh.a.1l fit boys for industrlal or commercial 
pursuits at the age when they commonly matriculate, more directly tho 
is effected by the present system." pp. 219, 220. 

Some private efforts are being made in this direction. 
The Hon. A. Mackenzie, a Madras merchant, gave the following 

a.dvice to students in Pacheappa's College .-
" Does it never occur to you that to depend for your livelihood 'on a. 

salary drawn out of the taxes paid by your c.ountrymen cannot add to 
the wel1lth or prosperity of your country? Do you never think it your 
duty t'L<..your country to try and make her more like what other nations 
a.re? I dare Bay you 00, bllt that YOIl do not know how to begin. 
Well, rememhm' that in all oUJcr countries there was a time when mann­
fa.ctures first began, and depend upon it what the men of other nations 
hlWe done the men of .India can do if they will only try. I appaal naw on 
lour behalf and on th~t of YOllr country to your parents and relations 
and to the truRtees of these schools , I ask, is it not possible to combine 
with the school teaching some form of EngliRh prose readir-g which·will 
give the boys some general informll.tion as to the process of manufacture 
of a.rticles of daily use? For example, extracts from such books at 
McCulloch's Dictionary of Commerce or Ure's Dictionary of Manufac­
tureil, printed in pamphlet form, which could be used as school books for 
English reading. Is it impossible to form classes, for elementary Che­
mistry, Gaolog-y, Dotany, Mechanics? Cannot something be done to 
impress npon the youth±ul mind that there are other occupations in the. 
world to which a man can devote skilled intelligt'nce and clever brains 
than the mechanical drudgery of a mercantile office, or the profitless 
r(llltine of a cut chery ? , I appeal to you on behalf of the youth of !;:Il'Jia. 
and in the interests of your country and countrymen to consider this 
matter. Eyery day the diffieult,y of providIng in tLe old grooves of 'em- • 
ployment for yo~r educated youth is increasing: You have provided 
enough a.nd to spare for all reqlliromon t.s in the old grooves. You must 
now educat.<:l for fresh fields of work, !1ud turn the energy and enterprise 
of yonI' youth into fresh channels ... • 

Mr. Mackenzie makes the useful suggestion that Reading Books 
might contain lessons fitted to aid in developing the resources of 
the country. A Director General of Commerce, like Sir Lyon 
Playfair, would, in course of time, be able to suggest which industries 
might , thus be brought ~efore student.s with most advantage. 

,The same cq,urse might be followed with reference to School books 
for rural distrIcts. It is said with truth that " Our present system 

"Madral Ma.~l. April 15th, l~ 



of edl1(lation, tends to f.iva the n.a.tiva youth " ta.st4 :£9r a.to~l.l.t 
ra.ther than a country, life"-" the very thing which ought n0'4j(W be 
done." . 

It is a. difficult problem how to educate the people of Indilt., 
without giving them a dislike 'to manual labour. Night Sohools 
ll&ve been tried.in a. few places .. In the United States, ma.ny la.ds 
WOi"k during summer and attend school during wint,er. Possibly Ijo 
modification of some such plan might be pl'l1etic!~ble in Iudift.. 

The full influenoe of GovHrnmellt should be tht'own unto the Il~e 
of agricultural, technical or othf1rwise industrial education. 

Already' the more intelligent Natives feel tlle nt'cessity ofthi~, 
and ~overnn1t'nt wi;l llll.ve their co-operat.ion in it.s efforts. 

Easy lessons on health ure valual>le in RclIool books. Very much 
of the Rickness in the country iB preventable. fbllitary reguJationfil 
would he carri8d out more efiect.uHlly jf the people undet·::;t,o~ their 
rationale, instead. of looking upon them as lllere freaks of the 
English. 

THE NATIVE PRESS. 

Hicl.y's Gazette, which appeared in Calcuttn. in 1780, was the first 
new~paper published in India. 'l'he first veruacular periodical was 
commenced m 1 t{22 hy the Serampore Missionarips. When in 1835 
Sir Charles Metcalfe abnlislwd the" Press Regulat,ions,"" there were 
only six native papers," says Sir Roper Lothbridge, "and those in 
no way political." 
. Luker'A lnd1;an Press Guide for 1885 gives the number of News· 

q>apers and Pet"iodicals published in llldia* as follows: English 175, 
Bilingutl.l 51} Bengali 24, Burmese 1, Cafifm~f\e 3, Frcnch 1, (lujara­
ti 31, Hindi Iii, Malayalam 4, MitI'fLt.hi 17, Oriya :3, Punjabi 1, 
Peor~,m 1, Portugue,w 4, Sanskrit J, ']'amillO, 'J'elugu 3, Urdu, or 
Hindustani, 102, total 448. As a" Ht'st y(lltt·J> the list is necessarily 
imperfect, but it gIves a fair approximation to the truth. Many 
changes take place in nativ~ journals. Bome are voq short-lived. 

English Publications, it wdl be seen, form more t.han one-third of 
the whole. English is also generally one vf the languages in 
Bilingun.l publications. Of 16 daily Bnglish papers) only one, the 
Indian Mirror, is in Native.hands. The Hindu, is issued tri-weekly. 
Numerous weekly and monthly Newdpapers and Magazines are 
c;IDited by Natives. 

Urdu heads the list of Vernacular languages with 102 p'!'pera­
tully f;lqual to all the others taken tog~ther. • Most of them. however, 
bal'e a very small circulation. The only daDy is the"Oudh .1khbM, 

it Ol;her Ea.etern COlUltriEIII giveD itI the (hide e.re excluded. 
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published at Lucknow. Gujarati comes next wil;h 31 papers, in­
cludillg three dailies. Commerce, more tba.n politics, interests the 
Gujara,tis. Bengali and Marathi are the 0111y two other languagefl 
in which vernacular newspapers have much influence. 

Some of the vernacular papers· have an average circulation of 
only about 50 copies. "Frequentl~" says Sir Georg. Birdwood," the 
"hole circulatiou of oue of th'ese smaller papers is paid for by some 
native of property or pO"lition to promote his personal view!i and 
ends, or it may be si.mply for the pleasure of circulating his pra.ises 
amongst friends and neighbours."* 

As might be expected, Native editors vary much in charagter and 
abilities. In a recent Oonvocation Address, the Hon. C: P. Iltert 
thus acknowledged the merits of the late Hon. Kristo Das 'Pal, 

,editor of the Hind1t Patriot :-
"SQ..~ceeding, at the age of some of our graduatf'.f! of to-day, to the 

management of one of the oldest organs of public opinion in this country, 
by the readiness and versatility of hif' pcn, by the patient industry 
which he (hsplayed in mastering the details or the subjects with which 
he undertook to ueltl, by the fairness, breadth and moderation of his 
utterances, }'e graduaHy and steadily advanced its reputation duriug his 
2.3 years of editorAhip, and raised it from a nt:al'ly moribund condition to 
the iil'st place among native Indian JOUI'nalR." 

Sir George Birdwood says of some of the Bombay Editors that 
u they are mon who would distinguish themselves anywhere, and 
have indeed distinguished themselves in other callings than that of 
journalism, and for their disinterested public spirit." Un the 
other hand he says:: 

" We have educated the country beyond it needs, and its capacity for' 
providing for educated men, and yearly the rl1ukA of Lhe educited. are' 
swollen by thousands, but there is as yet no livelihood £01' them. There 
is nothillg left for the educated native 80 pertecLly congenial to him as 
a.n ,educated man, as the native PI'(,RR, and he becomes the editor a'nd 
probably the proprietor of a 'Vernaeular newspaper, He is !1 discontented 
soured m,'l,n to beg-in with, and. wc have educated him in the manner best 
calculated to perfect and point the cxpressioll of diAcontent ... 'l'his i8 the 
reason of the almoRt microscopical scrllti'ny with which the p~ttiest 
details of admini~tration in India are watched, and of the bitter spirit 
in which t,hc shortcomings and mi8deeds of individual officials are 
exposed." 

Calcutta 1.s 80m~ of the best and worst Native papers in 
India. The high testimony borne to the Hindu Patriot has been. 
quoted. But there are others of a very different character. The 
India", Mirror, in 1874, ha.d the following remarks :-
. "Anyone whQ will go through the weekly reports on the Native 

papers, cannot hfllp thinking that in the current vocabulary of our oon-

JOV.matfithe Boc;et<y oj Arts. Much 23, 1877. 



tempomne" edUca.ti01l meaDs the 1088 of respect for the ~l' , 
public spirit is synouymous with empty bluster j patriotism is hatred';; 
Englishmen, MId imparliality is gross abuse." . ", 

It is sa.tisfactory that such iournals are condemned byen1i1rh.' 
ened Na.tive opinion. A correspondent addtessed th~ Indta. 
Mirror a8 folloW'S :- ' ' 

II It pains me extremely to rea.d some of the a.rticles of the .Amrllq. 
JJazar Patrica. The Editor of that paper, doubtless misguided by fa1e~ 
notions of patriotism, ha!l t&ken into his head of serving his oountry by, 
heaping censures upon the character of the ruling race of the lana. 
I shall ~~t stop here to enquire into the justness or otherwise of ...,h . 
censUres. Suffice it to say that eveIl if they wore true, the mode in 
whi<!h'they have ueen expressetl shows a spirit of hostility little oa.lou­
lated to roooncile the conquerors with the conquered. 8ach indisoreet. 
go-ahead effusions render the breach bet WN!n the Etll"opeans a.nd. the 
Natives still wider. and make those Eugli8hmen who have ~ the 
welfare of Ind;a at their heart" think that thoir sympathy is wasted 
upon beings who do not pORness !1 spark of gra.titude in them.". 

Things apparently have not improved during the last dozen years. 
The.'esuita are what might have been anticipated. The Hindu 
quotes the following :-
,,~ Calcutta contempomry advocates the advisability of chocking the 

unhealthy growth uf political agitation amongst school-hays and students • 
. . . It strongly contends that, if this course is not followed something 
must be done to check mendacious scurrility that is sapping the foun­
dation of the society wlJicb, in a few years, will take the place of that 
which now constitutes the educated society of Bengal.'·t 
, A geutleman in Ca.lcutta who has lived much among the people 

'RVrites :-
" The. insubordinate and disrespectful demeanour of Bengali sohool­

bots~as of late years been obvious to most peoplo. Two leading Gov­
ern'ment C<>lleges-the Engineering College and the Presidency College 
L-have dealt pnblicly and severely with thu insubordination of their pupil •• 
The Calcutta. public thoroughfares have witnessed to student-rowdytem. 
During the last twenty yea.r~ the Achool and college young boys and 
young men have deteriorated in respect for superiors and submission to 
proper authority. Pa.rents have more difficulty in ruling their h01l8ehold, 
than wa.s the case a. generation back. Boys and youths, not a. few, refuse 
to go to school. !Lnd refuse to work; they disobey their parents and openl, 
defy a.uthority; they go where they like, IL8sociate wit.h whom they like, 
and spend what time they like at home." . 

It is admitted. tha.t more or less of the same spirit ma.y be seen 
in other pa.rts of the world, and that variolJl causes mar have con­
tributed to it in Bengal; but undonbtedly it is due" In no sJXl&ll 
measure, to the tone of the Na.tive press. ' . 



The British Government is strong enough to treat with ~temvt­
the a.ttacks ma.de upon it, and few EUfoIMlanS see Native l'apere.j 
but the welfare of the people themsel"es requires moderation in 
criticism. Pseudo-patriots, though applauded by unthinking Hindus 
for their suppose" spirit, are in r~ality the worst enemies of thea­
country. They may say to the feeling which they a.e endeavo.uriug 
to create, "Hitherto shalt· thou come, but no further,"-oBily 
Europeans are to be despised-but it will laugh them to scorn. 
Their own sons will not be slow to act in a similar way, and look 
upon their fathers as old fool<l. No one ever wronged another 
without doing a far greater wl'Ong to himself. .. 

The Hindu is the only native paper having a large circulat~on JD 

South India. Some.of its editorial utterances have alI·eady oeen 
quoted, 6. g. (( that the BngliiSh are the most avaricious and selfish 
people in the world" (see page 48); that a English merchants 
duri~~a sway of nearly a century rifled the land of all its wealth," 
and that" the spoliation of IndIa is going on as vigorously as ever" 
(page 41) ; that" our' beneficent' GovernmenL takes to itself no less 
than 47 ver cent of the produce, (a.nd) levies innumerable other 
contributions" (p. 52); tha.t "the enormous growth of fOl\ign 
trade dol'S not in "the ;east i.ndicate growing prosperity in the con­
dition of its people," "it simply indicates the indebtedness of 
India and her growing material exhaust,ion" (p. 42) j that "the in­
crease in the import of gold and silver as a sign of growing prosper­
ity of the people is fallacious" (p. 47) j that "it is by no means 
certain that the extension of railways has been an unmixed blessing 
to India; that it has not carried in its train effects that have been 
the principal cause of the impoverishment of the Indian people" 
(p. 20) ; that the alleged improvement of the country is based only 
on the "crude notions on economic subjects" of the Anglo<Indian 
Press, or only shows" by wha,t distortion of facts and falla,:QJ.ls 
logic the boasts of the India.n bureaucracy have to be made to look, 
plausible." (p. 41). 

U Young Madras," like " Young Bengal," is taking to politics.· 
With 'llhe Hindu as his "gnide, philosopher, and friend," it is no 
wonder that he considers the" Present Outlook" rather black. How­
ever, liktl Oato, he does not despair of the State, but calls upon his 
oountrymen to come to the rescue of Indi~, and" strive to restol'e her 
from the low estate into which she has drifted." (p.42.). 

No doubt the editor of The Hindu, like Mr. Hyndman, believes 
that India is It Bleeding to Death," but whether he believes it or 
not, as in the case of the.a.strologers mentioned by Sir Madhava Rao, 
thi3 misohief it' all the s~me. U Young Madrll!i" must logically com.e 
to the conclusion of The Liberal, that the "bureaucracy," "like an 
imm&nse vampire bave sat brooding over India, and draining her 
almost to her hea-rt'sbmd dp.rin,g the last century and mOl'e" (p. 41). 



His loyalty must be of !II vet"! robust characberto' .... ,.' .. 
'strain: -

The chief grievance in N I1tive Papers is the" E'mploymetlt Of 
Europeans by Government. 'l'his is the Indian Deumda est OQ.rtM.gfl~ 
One great incentive to political "agitation i$l wha.t the Amerioana call 
the H spoils of effiO{1." 'While the 8ubstit,ution of Native for Euro­
pea.n agency is a.dvocated as fa.r as is cOlJsisten~ with the intere~ 
of t.he Empire, t.he cry can only he expoeted to w&.x louder aUp. 
louder. As Sir Gt;'{)rge Hiruwood remarkR, ,I The evil would not Qe 
materially abated even were every appointment under t.he G<>var1l­
mept oJ India thrown open to natives, fnr the appoiutments W;9u14 
not snffice for more than a fraction of the competitors for them." 

Si~ George Birdwood thus mentions another grie,ance: If Soaroe­
Iy a copy of the lln.tivc papers it', publi"lled without some com-. 
plaint of the discourtesy R.nd 1Il1r;;h Jess of Europeans ta.wards 
natives." r 

'l'here is some truth in the following palliatiop, montioned by. 
the Rev. F. Gel! in a lecture at Poolla:-

"j)n landing in this country most of ns al'e at once surrounded by the 
very worst specimens of the Asiatic I'IWeH j I mean as servants. 'l'he,a 
arp.men who only know the .b;uropcan as an igllol'llnt, and very gullible 
perRon; fierce and foolish by terms j ignorant of their lallgna.ge, of their 
customs. 'lIld of tho intricacies of the ll!1zft!trs, in which their superiority 
lies. And at the same time the8e scrvn.ntH are Ullltcquainted with the 
very existence of those brltllches of knowlcdge 1V hieh give the EUl'optlan 
his superiority. 'rhey nn.turally conceive n. contempt for their inexperi­
enced master, quaJifiud only by some fu!tc of hiH violence and somo respect; 
for his purse. What rcsult it; to be expected from Bucb a relationship P 
It too frequently produceR in tho mind of tho Bngii .. hman an estimate of 
~he native ehameter lliogieal and unjust, but unfortunately often irre­
moveable. A hasty generaiislLtiou eondemn~ all lllLtiveR alike for the faults 
o~tl!e worst, who were first known; and though a man lIlay shake off his 
first Bet of servants, he fiuds it much more difficult, to shake off his first 
for'med impressions. Nat,jonal contempt pl'oduees rudeness; intercourse 
becomes impossible; and so small a cn,ust' as I have mentioned, swells in 
its results into one of the most prolific evils of India." . 

The Natives of India IDay be Il.!:'sured that none regret mo'$ 
than many Englishmen any cases of ruaeneRs or harshness shown 
by their countrymen. Mr. Laing, when }<~inance Minister, said 
in a lecture,in Calcutta :-

"In the very front of all, in the post of honol' a.nd danger, sta.nq. 
the little band of Englishmen in India, upon whose almost individual 
conduct it depends whether the connection between England and IndiA 
is to be the proudest page or the deepest blot of our nati9nal annals. If 
by rndene.ss and want of eympathy, by sloth and apathy, by selfishneSs 
&t1d degrading ha.OOts, we make the natives of India. hate and despise, 
where thav should have loved aDd esteemed Ufi, we are traiflerS to the 
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.... of Engla.nd and to the c&use of civiliza.tion. But if by ma.int&ining 

... high standard olU'6elves, and using our position and opport1,lnit~B! 
'iightly, we conciliate respect and good-will, and maintain the pre8tige of 
'the English name, there is no Europeau in India, however humble, who 
!D.a,y not have his reward in feeling thltt he too has not lived in vain, and 
he too has had a shah in the work of building up of an empire." 

Of late years, no du~Y' h8:s been more strongly pressed upon 
Englishmen going out to India than that of treating the peop1e 
with kindness. 'l'he great difficulty is with mechanics, and with 
young men, who, all the world over, sometimes show disrespect 
even to their own fathers. Some complaints, however, a.re frivo­
lous. It has been made a grievance, to be spread all ov.er' Iniia, 
that a high official, just arrived from England, on being introduced 

, to a. mixed company did not shake hands all round. 

The ~ndian Mirror also gives the following just reproof;-
" It '6oJn Englishmen behave haughtily towards the Natives, they 

deserve to be r.onrlpmned, a,nd they will be condemned throughout the 
"Civilized world by every right-thinking man. What. we contend for 
is tho.t while we are ap~ to animadvert on the overbearing conduct of 
a. certain class vi Englishmen, we seem indifferent or perhaps blind bthe 
sa,me defent in ourselves." 

The Times of India says, "No Englishman treats the Nat~es 
of this country with the contempt and insolence which high caste 
Rindoos habitually display towards their low-caste brethren." 

The remarks of Lord Napier, addressed to the graduates of the 
Madras University, apply with peculiar force to the Editors of 
Native Newspapers :,-

.. Remember, gentlemen, that you, the adopted children of European 
civiliza,tion, are the interpreters between the stranger and the Indian, be­
tween the Government a,nd the subject, between t,he great and the small, 
botween the strong and the weak j that you walk armed with a two~~d 
knowledge between two nations that do not l.now each other, that cannot 
know each other except through you. Will ~ ou ca,r1'Y a faithful or a de­
ceitful message? If you are the ingenuous and careful representatives of 
EngJand's good-will to India and of India's claims on England, then you 
will put your talent to a noble use; if on the other hand you hesitate, 
misconstrue a.nd conceal, if you show the Government in false colours to 
the country and the country in falBe colours to t,he Government, then you 
do a. double wrong, a wrong to England and \l> wrong to India, you widen 
wha.t YOIl ought to close, you alienate where you ought to t:e!)oncile, you 
continue distrust and perpetuate misconception where it is your mission 
to spread mutual confidence and mutual light. I charge you to lay tbis 
future in your position particularly to heart. Be true Englishmen to 
Indians-be true India,ns to Englishmen, with rectitude and single-mind­
eV.lless as becon1'a& faithfulinterpreters." 

The following Bound advice is given by the Ron. Justice T. 
YuttWlw~ Aiyar, of the Madras High Court :-



... The an of public criticism is atill initlll infa.noy in t1lis ci;Utq1 "bel 
zntm! of the elderly membel'll of the educated cl1l88e8 are in the pu~ 
servlce, and at least for some time to come it is our young men 1'Iho will 
be our journalists: a few suggestions to them ma.y not be out of place. 
~ long as they collect facts a:mi place them bef,pl'e the public the,.. 
render to the country real serVIce, and they should only see that tlleit 
~t,:tement of fact~ is scrupulously correct .. In formin~ and eXpl'ClIslng opin­
lODS upon them they should take care that those opinions are notone.sided 
and sectarian, but fair and impartial, and that they do not OVel'fl~p the 
bounds of sobriety and moderation in them. .As public men will seldom 
attach weight to rabid utterances, the tone, the dictioll and the spirit of 
the lou~g Editor should always be those of the gentleman. It W!\8 once 
observed by an eminent statesman that before all things and a.bove all 
thin~E! he was an English gentlema.n, Rwl the qualification of being .. 
gentleman in tone, thought, feeling and diction is indispensable in every 
honorable profession. He should always shrink from impnt.ing mfwott.by 
motives to public men. Whilst he shOUld cl1rlltH,Lly suggest a.nd ~()eate 
reforms and improvements, his verdict Oil public acts and meMures should 
Dot ignore the principle of statesmanship that no statesman will and 
ought to make a. second step in advance beforo the first step ma.de by him 
is an unqualified national and political success. ". 

. It- is true that there is sometimes most disgraceful writing iu !\ 

few-Anglo-Indian journals, as in that quoted in New India from 
the Bengal Time.s.t There is still worse writing in Borne London 
papers, but as Sir George Birdwood l'emark~, "W 0 trea~ them 
simply as lepers, and put them altogE,ther out of the camp of lourna.­
lism." 

Race antagonism, as already mentioned, threatens to become one 
.of the greatest evils in India. Whether. it will iucre.ase or diwinish 

"will depend largely upon the Anglo-Indian and NatlVe PresR. 
Ther" have been faults on both sides. Each must make the 

co~ssion, 
" For I have sinn'd ; oh, grievouRly and often; 

Exaggerated ill, u.nd good denied" 

The poet adds, 
" Be wiser, kindlier, better than thou art." 

General Verna.cular Litera.ture.-Space does not permit this to 
be noticed. The Native publications, thus far, consist chiefly of 
reprints of lives of the god,s, poetry, books on divination, &c. Not 
a few, like $pe Vidya ;:iundar, so popular in Bengal, are obscene. 
Popular literature of a healthy character is greatly needed. 

RELIGIOUS REFORM •• , 

Indian 'patriots are' now rejoicing in the signs of awakening 

Le;oture lit Trichinopoly, pp. 18, 19. t Npw India p. 89. , 
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~ationa.l1ife, and looking forward to the ti~ when t:!Ieir country 
.will be more self-governing. But there is Q still nobler freedom: 

" Ho is"the freema.n whom the truth makes free, 
And all are slaves beside." 

A PURER l!~Al'rH is India's gr~atest need, although often it 
receives lellst attention. Ind,eed, there are Indian "graduates who, 
with perverted ingenuity, try to justify some of the worst feature.s 
of Hinduism. Ou the other band, there are a few enlightened 
zealous men who see the necessity of a chauge iu the national creed 
as the only radicl11 cure for the evils of India, aud the only way of 
satisfying the longings of their own souls. ." • 

HinduiRm is the chief obstacle to sociQI reform. Rao Baha.dur 
M. G. Ranade expressed the following opinion in a letter to 
Mr. M, Malabari ;-

"ora .. deliberate c01'l.viction, however, has grown upon us with every 
effort, that it is only a religiouFi revival that can furnish sufficient moral 

'Iitl'tlllgLh Lo work: out the complex socia.1 problems which demand our 
a.ttention. 1[ere consideratioLls of expediency or economical calculations 
of gains or 10sl'cS can nt'Vet· 'lerve 11 community to undertake and aa.rry 
tp,rough social reforms, e~p'dcially with a community like ours, so spell­
bound Ly custom fwd authority. Our peopJe feel and feel earnesily, that 
some of our sooial customs arc fraught with evil, but as this cvil i8'O£ a 
temporal eharacter, t,lwy think that it does not justify a breach of com­
mands divine, for such breach involves a higher penalty. Tho truth is, 
that ol'thodox society hIts lost its power of life, it can initiate no reform, 
nor symparthise with it. Only a religious revival, a revival not of forms, 
but of sineere earnestness which constitutes true religion, can effect the 
desired end." 

What is Hinduism r Let the answer be given in the words of! 
Monier Williams, thb Oxford Prolessor of Sanskrit, who has devoted 
hi'! life to Indian studies) and who is OQ{J of the warmest frien8s" of 
the Indian people :-

"It presents fol' our investigation a compleJ> {Jongeries of creeds' . 
aud doctrines which in it.s r,ra,dual aecnmuhttion may be compared to th~­
gathering t,o~eth~r of the mighty volume of the Ganges j swollen by a 
contiuual influx: of tributary riverFi and rivulets, spreading itsclf over an 
ever-increasing 9.1'el1 of country, and finally resolving itself into an intri­
tlB.te DeHa of tortuous streams and jungly marshes. 

"Nor is it difficult to account for this complexity. The Hindu religion 
is a reflection of the composite character of the Hindu&,·-who are not 
one people but many. It is based on the idea at universal receptivity. 
It has ever aim'ld at accommodating itself to circumstances, and has 
carried on the process of<a.daptation through more than three thousand 
years. It has Q,l'st borne with and then, 80 to sp~k, swallowed, digested, 
a.nd assimilated something from all creeds. Or, like a vast hospitable 
ma.nsion, it has opened its dooI'S to all comers; it has not refused a 
welcome to appliCUlts pi every grade from the highest to the loweat, 



if omy willing to ulml)wledge the spiritual headship of tlI.e ~B 
and a.cWpt caste rules. , -

" In this manner it ha.s held out the right hand of brOLhbrhood ~ the 
fetish-worilhipping aborigines of India; it hn.s stooped to the demo no}&", 
t.;ry of Va.riOUB savago tribes; it hra not Bcrupll?d to tjllCourage the ad01'&­
tion of the fish, the boar, the serpent, trees, plnntll. stones, and devils; it 
baa permitted a 'descent to tho most degrad ing cults of the Dravidi&ll 
ra.ees; while at t.he same time it has ventured to rise f1'om tbe most 
grovelling pmctices to the loftiest heights of philoMophi(:al speculat:i()n ;,i~ 
ha.s not hesitated to drink in thOllghts froin the very fountain of 'I'ruth. 
and owes not a little to Christianity itsulf, "*' , , 

As the result of thi~, fI Hinduism brist,jes on a.ll sides with (\ont~ 
dict~~!ls, inconHistencies, and surprises." This admisl'ion il'l made 
by Hindu books themselves. 'rhe MaMhM,rat, ~'\!\yB of .Hinduism : 

"Contradictory are the Vudas; MntradictolY arc the Shas!,l'as: con. 
tradictoryall the doctrint's of the holy ~age8." 

Sir Alfred Lyall, in 1'he Fortnight'?/, says of the Hindus :~ 
" Among most of those millionlol the religiou ... conception has not yet 

reachefl that particulfLr stag-e at which one objt,!'t of (iJvinc Goverument 
is U1\del'stood to be the advancement of morals. On tho other lland, 
there is a considerable minority whoso iduaR have pas"ed bt'yond thi,s 
stap'Jl, and who conceive their Divilli.j,y as supremely indifierent to all 
things, material as well u.s moral." 

Bishop Caldwell says :-
"The duties of life are never inculcnted in any Hindu temple. The 

dischfll'ge of those dULies is nevor reprnsentl'd as cnjuined hy the gods, 
nor are any prayers even offel'pd in allY t,rmple fur help to enable 
the worshippers to di~dJaI'ge t.hose duties ILrigbt .... Hence we often see 

,religion going in ono dirpctiol1 anu mOI~thty in anoth!'}'. Wo m{)et with 
la moral Hindn who has bro~en n.ltogether a,WIlY from religioIl ; and wllat 
is still wore common, yet ~till more extraordinary, we meet with a devout 
HW~ who lives a fiah'Tantly immoral lif(', In the latter ease no person 
sees any inconsistency between the immorality and the d!WoutllesR."t 
, Eduoated Hindus are so much accustomed to idolatry that many 
~iIlk of it lightly, apologise for it, or even tako p~rt in its ob&er­
vances. Monier Williams, thus descrihes the effeet, produoed upon 
himself by a Hiudu festival in the Madras Presidency :-

" No sight in India made me more sick at heart than this. It furnish­
ed .sad example of the utterly debasing oharacter of the idolatry, whicb, 
notwithst9.nding the counteracting influences of eductl,tion and Christi­
anity, still enslaves the masses of the population, deadening their intel­
lects. corrupting their imaginations, warping their affections, perverting 
their cOnl!QieU<l8B, and disfiguring the fair Boil of a bea.utiful countEr wiiA 
hidooub i.m.~s $lld practices nnsa.nctioned even by their ~wn IrU)St 
sacred wQrks." t ' 
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The Aryan races once lived t,o.gether in "the high la.nds of Oentral 
Asia. Some bands went towards the setting snn, and peopled 
Europe. Other:'! went eastward, and spread themselves over the 
fertile plains of Northern India. 

When Chl'istianlty was first preached in Europe, the Weste~ 
Aryans were polythe;.,ts, as the Eastern Aryans <are at present. 
Popular Hinduism claims 33 C1'ore8 of gods and goddesses-m~e 
than one for every man, woman and child in the country. In 
Athens, it was said to be easier to find a god than a man. A.s a 
Hindu adulterer might quote a divine precedent, so a European 
polytheist might adduce the example of the highest of the gods .. 

When Paul, the grea.t apostle of Ohristianity, first went· to Rome, 
he was told that the sect to which he belonged was" everywhere 
spoken. against." The whole force of the Roman Empire, then 
the ~atest in the world, was exerted to crush the movement. 
Paul hlmself was put to dea,th by Nero, and persecution followed 
.pers8cutioll. All was in vain. "The blood of the martyni was the 
seed of the Church." 

Julian, the last heathen Emperor, while be dismissed Chris~ans 
born the public service and forbade them even to act as teachers, 
directed his chief efforts to rehabilitate the old polytheislJl. ~Its 
symbuls and fables wp.re spil'it.ualised or explained away. The 
attempt of Julian is interesting, as it represp.nts a phase of the 
religious history of India now passing before OUr eyes. Sir 
Arthur Lyall says in his Asiatic Studie,~ :-

"It is not caRY to conceive any more intcreRting subject for historical 
speculation than the probable effect upou India, and consequently upon' 
the civiliRation of all Asia, of t.he FJnglish dominion; for though it wOll!d,· 
be most presumptuous to att.empb any prediction as to the nature. or benh 
of India's religious future, yet we may look fOl'ward to a wide and rapid 
transformation in two or t,hree ~encration", if England's rule only 'Oeas 
durable as it haR CVCl'Y appcarance of being. It seems possible that the 
old gods of Hiuduism will dic in thcsc new clements of intellectuallighh 
and air as quickly as a netfull of nsh lifted up out of the water; that the 
a.lteration in the 'rcligious needs of Buch an intellectual people as the 
HiudUR, which will have been caused by a change in their circumstances, 
will make it impossible for them to find in their new world a place £Ol' 

their ancient deities. Their primitive forms will fade and disappear 
silently, as witchcraft vanished from Europe, and as allsnch delusions 
become gradually extinguished." pp. 299, 300. . .. 

An e:IIort is now bei.ng made to prevent the "old gods of 
Hinduism" from dying in the" new elements of intellectual light 
and,air." Th9 leading'Bengali noveli.st is trying to do this even 
ill the case orKrishna. There are '~New Hinduisms" as well as So 
u New India." 

Other historical pQ.J'&l1els might be mentioned. The Roman 



' atttlGlOll'e :uroD. 

~mpil'e a.fforded grea.t fa.cilities for the spread' of Chriiiiallity. ' .~ 
Inllgle'government prevented national wars, whioh woald ha'9'e l'82J­
dared imp()Ssible the free and frequent pa.S8a.g~ of Mission&riea 
from one country to auother. 'l'ne Roman highwa.ys were 
travelled by preachers of the 'Gospel. Tho (?reek la.nguage was ' 
,more or less known to all the cOllntrief! washed by the Medioot'l'8o­
DMon. The cosmopolitan feeling, from the ~T€lat extent of the ROlll&l1 
Empire, was some preparation for thtl univ~'rsRI spiritual kingdom 
which W8.M sought to be eBt:1hli~hed. 

India. is thus being similarly prepared for the sproad of Christian­
ity.. For,merly the country WitS divided int,o numerous sta.tet, 
freq~ently at war with one another, preventing free cOJUmuDica.­
tion. Now all can trnvlo'l without hilldnH\(~e from the H imal&yas to 
Cape Comorin. Road8, railw!l.JR f.nd st~l\'n vessels, afford fp.ciliti(Yl 
for moving abollt" never P"RRosscd before. 'rho English la,.guage 
is tending powerfully to wel'l t ogether euuc,ltted mun of tlitferent 
nl\tionalitief1. IlIRtmc1 of tho v"riou8 raceR n\gn,rding ea.eh othe~ 
with mutual jealoll~Y, i<ieaR of the "lJrorJwrhood of man" are 
gradua.lly being diffused, ha:;tening ou the tiUlll when 11.11 shall be 
ono·booy iu Chri~t. • 

Riudus, iu th(l s(larch alter r,,,ligiouB truth, will nalJurally tint 
turn to the \-' ('<las, and it j8 ver:, desirable that they should haw 
some acquaintance with them. .Max M tiller's opinion of tl!em haa 
beeu quoted at page 10. 

The religion or the VpdllR is a worship of the powers and forces 
oE nature, wlth some beall t, iful p{,etic fltucio~. The number of 

. divinit.ies iR repeatedly Baid to be thrice-eleven. '!'heir relationship 
:is Dot settled. 'rho god who, in oue hymn, is tho fa.ther, is in 
another the son; the :>ame gouueRfl is sometimes t,he mother, some­
times the wife. Almost CVCI'y gud bocomes supreme in turn. 

\l'ore hymns are 8.ddrE'fll!ed to Agni, Fil'e, than to any other deity. 
Indra comes next. He is so fond of tho intoxicating soma juice 
,tha.t t, his inebr-iety is most int,ense." .Another characteristic is 
tha.t "he dances with delight in battle." 

Ghee, curdled milk, rice cakes, a.nd the s!)ma juice were preeented. 
The A.~h,vamedha was the most celebrated sacrifice. The ArY&1l8 
sa.crificed, besides, to Indra. a.nd Agui bulls, buffaloes, cows, and 
ra.ms. In one passage Pushan has fu hundred buffaloes routed for 
Indra, for "whom Agni aga.in roasts as many as three hundred. 
Rig Veda, v, 27,5; x. 86,14. Cows were slaughtered at Duptial 
OEIJ'emonies. Rig Veda., x. 85, 18.* • 

Buddhism led to the cessa.tion of sacrifices. Th~ edict of tlte 
Buddhist Asoka a.gainst taking animal life is still preserved t. 
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SOpIa of the rock iDsoriptions of India. Brahma.ns try to e~Iain 
away the sacrifices mentioned in the Vedas by the fiction that the 
anima.ls wet'e restored to life or went to heaven. 

There are bere and there beautjful passages in tbe Rig-Veda., 
like the address tot Varuna ~o often quoted j but the majority or 
the thousand hymns (!onsist of eudless repetition8 and the same 
images, applied first to one and then to another of the object~f 
adoration. In Dlany of them, says Barth, "all that ie said to the 
gods amounts to this, ' Here is butter j give DS cows.''' 

The Vedas are not monotheistic. Intelligent meD cannot go back 
to the gods of the Vedas, to Indra, Agni, Surya, &c. TlH~y·eanollOt 
offer the prayers of the Vedas. They neod something more .1han 
cows and horses, health and wealth, the destruction of public and 
domestic enemies. They cannot make tho offering~ of the V cdas ; 
they ~not present the soma juice, sacrifiee buffaloes, bullocks, 
cows ana sheep; they cannot p8rform the Afihvamcdha. 'fhoy must 
go elsewhere for a religion which will satisfy the wants of their 
1I0ul. 

The Arya ~amaj h"as been esta.blished in North India andotbe 
Pnnjab with the express object of restoring the faith and practice 
of Hindus to the Vedic 8vstE'm. It is curious tlmt it should have 
rejected sacrifice, the chid doctrine of thn Vedas, and accepted 
transmjgration, of which Max ~hillel' says the Vedas do not con­
tain a "trace." A Bingle quotation will sIlOw the importance at­
tached to sacrifice in the Vedas. The Rig V cda, i. 164, 35, says, 
Of Sacrifice is the navel of the world." 'l'he doctrines of the Arya. 
Samaj are properly Buddhistic. It has often been said that if the. 
Vedic Aryans were to reappear and act before their descendants, 
their former hfe, they would be regarded with horJ'or as ~ most 
impllre and irreligious peoplE'. 'fLey ate evell the flesh of cows! 

( . 
It is scarcely necessary to notice the adn'(l1'ta d(lctrine. Probably 

DO reader of these pagf's aspires to use the blasphemous expression. 
Aham, B'Tah'ma, I am God. 

Some account may be givon of the nhaga.vad Gila, considered 
the" highest flight of philosophical Hinduism." The style is ele­
gant and flowing; it abouuds in subtle distinctions and ingenious 
para.doxes; hem and there noble sentiments are to be found express­
ed in beautiful. language. But the question we have to decide is~ 
whether the claim for the inspiration of the Gita is warranted 
by the essential charact,eristics of its teaching? The bulk of this 
episode of the Mababharata consists of lectures supposed to have 
been dolivereq to Arjuna. by Krishna. before the commencement 
of the ba.ttle. 

Arjnna saw in both armies (( fathers and grandfa.thers. pre­
I ceptorsl maternal UDC!es, brothers, sons, grandsoDs, compaDioDIiJ, 
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l.:rothers-in-Iaw, as well as friends." r. These/, aid he, ':" I dO'tlQt 
"'ish to 'kill, though they kill me, even for the sake of sovel'Elign'" 
over the three worlds, how much less then for thi&earth alone /" * 
, The scruples of Arjuna must oommend themselves to every right .. 
minded person; ,but the divine Krishna says, Ie Cast oil this ~ae 
weakness of hefnt. YtiU need not feel any reluctance to kill yonr 
Nlations, for they cannot rea.lly die. The soul ca.n neither kill nor 
be killed. It knows neither pa.in nor dl\atb, every thing that ~ 
born dies, and evel'Y thing that dies is bom again. 'fhe wise the'r8-
fore do not grieve about either the dead 01' the livil1~, nor do t.bey 
allow themselves to be disturbed by anything that, comes to p8StI.1i 

Is Chis teaching in accorda.nco with our moral intuitioll!'l,.and ntted 
to pl'omote the g(lOd of mankind? Suppose this dodI'iua t:O be acted 
upon in the concerns of daily !ifll. 

A man accused of murde!' neithn denitls his guilt ntr pJea,.8$ 
tha,t he committed the act in sel£-d('(once; but addl'esst's ~e court 
in the langua.ge of Krishna: "It is needless," he says. II to tro\lbl~ 
yourself about the inquiry any further, for it is impossible that arly 
murder call have taken place. 'l'hp ~(lul ('an moither kill, nor be killed. 
I tit eternal and indpst,1'\lctiblC'. 'VLen dl·jven from one hody it passes 
in~ another. : Death is inevitable, and another birth is equally in­
evitable." Would the jullges J'('ganl this def cnco as conclusive r 
'fhe cl';miual might borrow hom the Gil(/, as mallY sounding 
nothings as he liked, but the moral scnse of the community would 
continue to regal'u hi !:! murder as a crime. 

Caste rp.ceives divino Hlmction, and Arjuna is told that there is 
nothing bettel' for a K Hhatrij' f~ than to fight. 

According to the U'ita, Uod is the sonl of the world; its material 
cause, as well as its efficient CttU t:io . The world is his body, forIl::t.'d 
by hinlself out of him}lelf. l<~very thing that oxi8ts is a portion of 
Gdld, and every adioll tha,t is porfurmed iH an action of God. 

Next to its doctrine concerning God, tho IlJObt distinguishing 
principle taugbt in the Q.ita is tLe lmprf' JJ1e imp{JI'lullce of 'Iuietism. 
To the wise Ulan, aecording 1.0 the Ui ln, pl(Ja~UJ:o a.nd pain, gain 
and loss, victury and defeat, are the same, H e is of the samemiud 
to the good and to tho lJlld. He il:! fre~ from dCi:iire and aversion, 
bope and fear, unconcerned ahout the itii:iue of his actions. 

To attain thia exalted stat,e, protractt)d bodily stillness is neces­
sary, fixity-of look, the repetition of certain formulro, meditations 
on the unfathomable myflteries contained 111 om, suppression of the 
breath, and at last meditation. without an object at all. H Consci­
entiouslyobserved," says Barth, "they can only issue in folly &nd 
idiocy." , 

Telang'. Tranllation. 
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What has this philosophy done for India, the land of its birth f 
Has it promoted popular education, civilization and good governp 

ment? Has it il!spired the people with generous emotions? Has 
it abolished caste or even mitigated its evils? Has it obtained £01' 

widows the liberty; of re-marriage f Has it repressed vice and 
encouraged virtue f Is it this which has kindled allilong the inhab~ 
itants of India the spirit, of improvement and enterprise which it; 
llCW apparent? All this time the philosophy of quietism has been 
sound asleep, 01' with "its eyes fixed on the point of its nose," 
according to the directions of the Gita, it has been thinking itself 
out of its wits.* 

The following remarks by Bishop Caldwell contain' much 
truth :-

,," Practically it matters very little in general what theoliopby or pbilo. 
sophy.~ Hindu professes, what his ideas may be about the most ancient 
form of 'rtis religion, or even what his idefls ilia)' be about the r clir-ious reo 
forms that the age is said to l'equi.re. As a mll,ttcr of fact, alld in so far as his actual course in life is concerl1ed, he is content, except ill a small 
number of exceptional cfLRe~, bo adherc with scrupulous care to the tradi. 
tionary usages of his caste and sect, His ideas Illay JI8.ve received a 'tinc­
turt.. frum his English cducat,joll , but ordinarily his actions differ iu no 
particnlar of any importance from those of his progollitol'::i, " • 

"Hence, if we wish to form an accurate estimate of Hinduism as a. reo 
ligion, we must found Ollr jndgment 1l0t merely on the statements 
contained in the sacred books-still less 011 the teaching of the hetter 
portion of these books alone-but llHlinly OIl the forms in which it mani. 
fosts itself in daily life amongst the masscs and the t Oile of mi.ncl and 
style of character it produces. W e mu~t judg-c it hy it,s fruits. Judging 
of Hinduism in this way, tho conclusion to be deduced from the actual 
facts of tho case is, that it }HLS citller originated 01' :tggravated many of 
th~ worst evils the country el1dl1reA-espc"i:~lly its ignurance, its supel·. 
Iltition, jtR droamilles~, it!; slavery to the authority of great names j thad it 
is one of the chief ob8tacle~ that exist to pl'o6res~ of every kiud-illtel· 
leet,nal, moral, and even material. " , 

.A. few of the v:aried forms of "freethougbt," now offered for ac· 
ceptance in India, may be briefly noticed. 

Atheism.-In the Bnglit>h language, God means" the Supreme 
intelligent Bflillg." Mere force or any unconscious power cannot 
be called God. Not long ago, :1 well-known Native gentleman in 
Madras asked whether the religi.on professed by Colonei Olcott and 
Mada.me Blavats!{y acknowledged" the existence of one eternal first 
cause of the universe which is cogniuJI(d of its own eJ.,istence?" 'fhe 
President·Fou~del' declined to r(1ply,t but his opinions may be 

• The rem~rk8 on the nh"gamd Gita a.re chiefly abridged from Bishop Caldwell. 
t 'I'M TIi~080p"i.lt, Deo. 18a5, p. 207. 



gathered nom 'Other sources, A Ca.techism whieh he compiled. J~ 
his oo-religionists in Ceylon, says :- - , 

., A personal god Buddhists regard as only a !!.'iga.nli~ Rl,a.dow thrown 
upon the ,,"oid of space by the imagination of ignorant men," No. 112. 

The Theosophist says in a, note, marked " ED.'~ .. Buddha. relected 
the very idea d'f a God, whether perl:lonal or i'1ll1)crs{lfla.1." In 
Nl,riewing The Theo~l/phicfl.l Soc'iety, by the Rev. A. 'rheophilns, 
the confession is made: "Now we de::iire the n·ader tu properly 
understand that perRonal1y we do not at aU deny the charge of 
atheism, the word beiug used in an orthodux theistic l:ionso." 
(Sept. 1882.) 

~IBewbere it is seid that Madame BlavatRky b0lieveR {( in an 
impersonal divine Principle foJ' eV'6r unknowable except in its iden­
tification with, and mallitpstation within, lts highest ta.herna.e1e on 
this earth-namely man."t Another Ineid oxplalllltion is ., ... u The 
Founders maintain t.hat, thpy do believe in tlHl very Divine PRlNCJPVE 

taught in the Vedas j in t.hat PrincipiI' which is 'Deither entity nor 
non-entity,' but an A BR'l'I~ACT ENl'l'J'Y, whi('h is no entity, lis bIll to 
be .uescl'ibed by either words or attrlbutea."t This is virtual 
atheism. , 

The "freethonght" lpctnrPR (;r Inger~on have somo circulation' 
in India. The uttu' levity with which he treat,!; the mOHt Aerious 
questions shows that he if; u. mOBI, ull~afe guide. H'lbert Bucbanan. 
a well known Bllg1i~h wrikJ', says of him: "lnger~oll enters the 
temples of religion with his lmt on one side, a ('igal' in his mouth, 
and a jest npon his lips ... lio is the boy in the galle['Y, cra('king nuts 
and making pree')CIUIlS eomment" ,lurmg the pedol'mance of tho 
tra.gedy of life j blind to the splendor of the ~cellOry, <1011£ to the 
beauty of the dialogll(', lndiffl'rcnt to the paUlctic OJ' tragic solicita­
tions o"f the playprs;,. everything iR leather-antl-prunella.except the 
patformance of Harlequin." 

Ingersoll himself ackllowledgos that Cf for thouRandE of years 
the world has been asking that quel:!tion, (what shall we do to be 
saved ?JJ' In the report of his ll'cturtl on this sllb~cct, there are 27 
notes of "laughter," <C bud lal1ghter," and" roars of laughter." 
r< Clowns and mockers," I;ays Vr. P!lrkt'r, cc nre never consulted 
o~ great occasions; and for my"elf I lUll"t decline the aid of any 
'pn who answers the gravost questions of my heart with gi~ 
ind sneers,. with puns and quirks." 
. Two or three "freethought" joul'llals ]ll1Ve boen commenced by 

Natives in India j but it is satisfactory that all have had to give 
them up from want of support. The oniy paper of the kind at 
present published is edited by an English secularist: 
------_._---- _._._- -' .. _- -- -_ .. _--------_. -.--- --- -------

• Supplement'to The ThBO~(jphi"t, lilly 1882. 
t Ibld., iJllh>ber, lS8a. • ~ Ib~d •• Jine 18l!2. 
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. the. irreverence and scurrility which pervade II freethongnt'" 
ji>1l!'nals render them of no weight among educated men. . 

The most pernicious literature which finds its way to India. is tba.t 
which, in the pretended name of scie~ce, combines freet~ought 
and free love. Ma~iage is denounced on a.ocount of its" innumer­
able evils and injustices;" prostitution is defenGed; self-denial 
with regard to the appetites and passions" so far from being at lill 
times a virtue, is quite as often a vice." It is to be regretted that 
books of this class ar~ read by young men in the three Presidencies. 
All lovers of their country, whatever may be their creed, should 
unite for their suppression. Low immoral novels should also be 
discouraged. 

Agnosticism..-.£i'oster has shown that to deny the existenc(i of 
Gpd, requires the assertol' to be at once oinnipresent and omni­
scient. trnbelievers, of intelligence, now profess only agnosticism. 
This w(trd (from a, without, and gnusi,~, knowledge) implies with 
8qme that no proof has heen hit,herto adduced sufficient to warrant 
their belief in the existence of God. Praci£cally, they are atheists. 
They live as if there v,:as no God, and d-£dn't care whether there was 
one or not. Generally, however, agnosticism denotes the bceJ.ief 
that God is unknowable, and t,herefore we Deed not trouble Qur-
selves about Him. ' 

It is admitted that God is Unknowable to us in His Essence, or 
the nature of His being. Our own essence is lDcomprehensible even 
to ourselves. Bllt God is lenowable, to som~ extent, in His chal'acterJ 

and our du,ty tv Ili1n. 
The soveroign of a mighty empire, pre-eminent for wisdom, may 

have a child two years old. 'Ehough the child is incapable of 
understanding his father's government, he can know him, love himJ 
and obey him as far as his faculties permit. So may we with I}od. 

As hafl been well remarked, "'l'he real contention of the 
agnostics, howevf1l' it ma,y ue disguised, is that (lilY knowledge of 
God is impo3f;Jble, and that there iK nothing in htla,ven or earth un­
known to their philosophy." 'l'hey think that no one can acquire" 
any knowledge which they do not possess. And not only so. They 
practically claim to have measnred the power of the Unknmvable. 
Even savages may commnnicate with each other, but according to 
the agnostics, the Unknowable cannot. reveal His WIll to man. 
Herbert Spenc.'w says, <C The existence of a first cause of the uni-
verse is a necessity of thought." . 

p08itivisDl.-Comte, the founder of this system, has so few 
followers in Indilt .. that ,;t is unnecessary to enter into details. He 
setJ! np Collecbive II nmanity in tho place of God. Substantially it 
is Aham lirahma, I am God, in It new form. No wonder tha.t a 
pessimistic tone ptlrv&odes New In(lia, H. book by one of Comte's dis­
ciples. " A world without God is a. world withollt bope." . 



De Ola.t Al7aa BeUcioD,-:M"ax Maner says ~ 
" T·housa.ud!! of yea.rs ago, before Greek was Greek, . a.nd S&JUIcn\ ... 

Sa.nskrit, the ancestors of the Aryan ra,ees dwelt.together in the high 
la.nds of Central Asia., Rpeaking one common language. 

" The terms for God, for hWlse, for father, mother, 80n a.nd da.ugbter, 
for dog and cow, :for heart and tears, for axe 1m! tree, identical in all the 
Indo-European idioms, are like the watch-words of soldiers. We challenge 

-. the seeming stranger; and wheth~r he answer with the lips of a Greek, 
a. German, or a.n Indian, we recognil'o him I\!I one of ourselves. There 
was a time when the ancestors of tho Celts, tho Gf'TmanS, the Sla.vonians, 
tbe Greeks and Italians, the Persians and HindM. were lh'itlg together 
within the same fences, separate from the ancostors of Lho Semitio and 
~ur!l.uian races . 

• " The Aryans were then no longer dweller!'! in tentll, bot. hoilden 
of permanent houses. As t.he name for king is the s!\me in San,lIkrit, 
Latin, Teutonic, and Celtic, we knrnv t.hat kingly f:(OVCl'IlffiCtit ''11\,8 estab· 
lished and reeogni!\ed by th!) Al'yall~ at, "he pl'ehistorie l'Cl.-jOt.(. They 
also worilhipped an un~een Ilt!ing, llndnr tho self-snmo name." 

" If I were aRked what I consider tho most important dis('overy whioh 
b,')s been made during tho ninete(l [)th century with rcspect, tothu ancient 
history of mankind, I should anRwer by tb!' fullowing short liuo ; 
• Sanskrit DYAUSH-PITAR=OTl'l'kZET~ IIATHP (ZEUSPA'TER) 
=IJatin JUPI1'ER= Old NorsD TYH. 
• "Think wllat t·hi!'O equation implies! It implies not only thn.t our own 
anccstor" auJ t be ar.cestol'S of HOlllcr and Cicoro (tho Greeks and ltomalUl) 
spoke tho sarno languagc fi~ the people of [ndirt-t.his is & discovery 
which, however lllcrodiblo it S()UIlU('(J at tin;!" ha~ long coased to cause 
any surprise-hut, it implioH and prove" that thoy aU had onee the same 
fait,h, and worHbipped for!L tim!' the Rarne Ruprpme Doity nuder exactly 
the. same name-f', llame which ml'aut Heuven-li'at.hcl', 

"If we wiHh'to l'e;11i~e to its fullest extent t,he unbroken continuity in 
the litngllagf', in the thollgllts and wordH of the prinoipal AryaD nations, 
~t us look at the accents in the followiug list ;-

8a,,~krit. Greek. 

Nom. D!8.~s. ZfU~ 
Gen. Dlva!:!. t:J.La.. 
Loc. Divi. t:J.t't 
Ace. Divam. t:J.ta 
Voo. Dyaii8. Zev 

"Here we seo t.hat at, the time when the Greeks had become sucb 
thorough Greeks t.hat they ltardly klWW of the existence of India, the 
people at Athens laid tho accent in the oblique casel! of Zeus on exactl,. 
the Bame syllable on which the Brahmans laid it at Benares, with this 
difference only, that the Brahmans knew the reason why, while the 
Athenians did not."t ' 

t Nintt.enth Centur,v, Oct. 1885, pp. 626, m. 
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U, There is a. monotheism which precedes the polytheism of the Veda., 
... ad ~ven in the invocation of t,heir innumerable gods, the remem orance 
Of a God, one and iu.finite, brea.ks through the midst of an idolatrous 
phraseology, like the blue sky that is hidden by passing clouds." 

"Thou~andR of years have passed s:incc the Al'yan nations separated to 
travel to the North anrl the Sooth, the WeRt and the East: they have 
eA.ch formed their languages, they have each founded empires and philo­
sophies, they have each built teml'leR and razed them to the ground; they 
have all grown older, and it mfty be wiser and better; but when they' 
search for a name for what is most exalted and yet most dear to every 
one of UR, wht'n they wish to eXpref\A hoth R,we lI,nd 10ye, the infinite and 
finite, they can hut do what thcir old fatherR did when gazing np the 
eternal sky, and feeling the presence o£ a Being as far as far and as llelltr 
as near can he: they mm hut combine the selfsame words, and utter once 
more the primeval Aryan prayer, Heaven-Father, in that form which will 
endul'e fot' eyer, ' Oor ~Father which art in heaven." 

In Er~rlpe, as in India, tho original Aryan monotheism was suo­
ceeded by polytheism. 'rhe first Christian Missionary to Burope 
waS' an ARiatil', uamed Paul. The following is an extract from bis 
first address to the Athenians, theu the most civilised people in tge 
w~d~' ' 

"Ah I passed 1>y, and hel1l'ld yom deyotiollR, 1 found an altar with thi,s 
inscription TO TIH~ UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore you ignorant­
ly worship, Him deelare J unto you. God that made the world and all 
things therein, seeing thu,t He is tJord of hetWf'l1 and carth, dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands; neither is worshippeu with men's hands, as 
though He needed any thing, seeing He giveth to all life and breath 
and all thing!'; and hat.h nmde of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the ea,rth, and hath determined the t,imes before 
appointed, and tl13 hounds o£ their habitations; that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after Him and find Him, thongh He be 
not far from every ono of UR: fur in Him we Ii VB arid roove, and ha.vo 
our being; as ('ertain also of your own poets Illwe Raid, for we are also 
His ofispri:1g. J<'orltsmuch then ai'\ we are th,J offRpring of God, we oug~t 
not to thirlk that the Godhead is like inb gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven hy 1trt 11nd man's devico. And t.llfl t,imos of this ignorance' 
God winked Itt; but now comml\ndet.h ali men everywhere to repent." t 

The following are some of the truths t.aught by Paul in the above 
a.ddress: 

1. 'fhe existence of a great Creator and Lord of all, who dwells 
Dot in temples made with hands. 

2. The Fatherhood of God aud the Brotherhood of ma.n. 
3. The disapproval of image worship. 
4. ~ The duty of repedance. 

. After It strllggle which lasted for several centuries and during 
'{,.;hieh hundreds of thousands of Christian converts gave up their 

• SeiGfl,es oj lkUgion, pp. 172, 173. t Acts xvii, 23.80. 



li'\Te8. rather than conform. to idolatry, the polytheism ~f ·a~~. 
Enrope was completely vanquished. "At this moment atere 1$ nOt 
on the fa.ce of the ea.rth a single worshipper of ' the great goad_ 
Diana.,' 'or the image that fell down from Jupiter/ of ThotOl' 
Wodin." ~ 

_ ft. W01'8hi# of the .ea'V8J1-~ther in lDdia.-Ancient mono­
t1teism was at a.n early period exchanged for dualism. PntMftj 
the earth, is associated in the Vedas with Dyaus Pitar. The gods 
were afterwards increased to thrice-eleven, multiplied in the 
Puranas to 33 crores. . 
~he religion which is now commended to the people of India. ia 

th~()ldest Aryan creed-the worship of the great Heaven-Fa.ther. 
In one of the hymns of the Uig Vada, the qu~)stion is asked, 

" Who is the God we ought to worship .?" 
" Immorta.l EA.ST ! deal' 1l1nd of glorious 1!1Y.a, 

Lo! hare tho' UNKNOWN GOD' of thy unlJoll~cious praise;· 
The God we ought to W01'ship is our l!'ather in heavGn, the true 

Dyaus PitaI' . 
• It is our duty to worship God. He has every claim upon us. 

ee His breath woke us first into. (Jxistl1nee. Whatever powerll of 
body or of mind we possess, all are His a,nd of Him. Nothing' 
pertaining to us ran we properly c!tll (Jur own, ]'rom the first 
momeut of existence to tho last, we exercise no facnlty of thought 
or feeling or action, which He ha~ not given us, and which he does 
not rightly claim as helonging to Himself. '1'he very power to diB­
obey is a power which He has HilllseU 00nferred." 

'1'he nature of God'! requirements is a further a.rgument for 
obedience. ilis commands are not arbitrary, but" holy, just, a.nd 
good." He enjoins only that which is best for ourselves; He 
forbiJs only that which it is our highest wisdom to shun. Our 
dUty and our happiness coincide. 
,... The worship of any other than Himself is forbidden. This is 
WIth respect to the government of God what rebelliOIl is with 
respect to civil government. A rightful king claims the obedience 
of his subjects, and an attempt to set up another in his place is 
oounted treason and is punishod with death. 

God forbids us to worship Him under the form of images. Any .. 
thing of the kind is degrading to Him. "To whom will ye liken 
me or shaH I he equa.l? saith the Holy One." 

The excuse that women and ignorant people require ima.ges to 
assist 'them in worshipping God is groundless. A loving child doe$ 
not require an image to make him remembe. his father, even when 
he is far distant. 

Ma.ny educated Hindus take part in idola.trous rites, pretendin3 
that they are harmless cnstoms, kept up by female influenee, a.ud 
that they conform to the';U simply,to avoid giTWg o!euce. . 

Jt 
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, " The detire to please parents a.nd rtllatives within proper limjta is 
.. pra.iseworthy feeling j but to brea.k God's first and great ootn~ 
mand at the wish of any huma.n being is a plea which cannot be 
sustained for a moment. Suppose a.parallel case. Parents urge a 
son to take part inca robbery; they will be vexed if he does not 
consent. Would a judgeacoept such an excuse.;' Would it be 
true kindness to his parents to join them in such an act? Is lie 
not rather bound, not only to abstain entirely from any participa­
tion in the crime, but to do his utmost to dissuade his parents from 
engaging in it? It would be great cruelty to behave otherwise. 

An educated Hindu taking part in idolatrous ceremonies ,vi'olaates 
his conscience, is guilty of rebellion against God's authority, and is 
aidiug to prolong the reign of superstition. . 

Some say that they worship the one true God under the name of 
. VishDl{'or Siva. In speaking we are bound to use words in their 

ordinary sense. It iR well-known what Hindus understand by 
Vishnu or Siva, and to mean something entirely different is fraud. 
The God of truth is not to be worshipped by hypocrisy. A man is 
not to deny God by appea'l'ing a Hindu, when he believes HiuduiftGll 
to ~e faIRS. \ 

Philosophers among the Ancient Greeks and Romans condemned 
polytheism, but they outwardly conformed to the national creed. 
The people remained as zealous idolaters as ever. 'The early 
Christians separated themselves entirely; and soon the i~ol temples 
were deserted. Reformation is impossible if all adhere to old 
customs. 

Women are the chief supporters of id61altry in J ndia. Poor 
creatures they do not know better. Those who are mainly respon­
sible for it and to be blamed are the educated men, who by th9ir ex­
ample encourage them in error. 'J'he women of India are naturally 
both intelligent and affectionate. If their husbands, instead of be­
having as at present, would lovingly teach them .to worship their 
great Fathor in heaven instead of idols, the reign of superstition 
would soon corne to an end. The change is so reasonable as easily 
to be understood. It is so simple that it may be ma.de intelligible 
even to a child. 

It is vain to boast of the pretended civilization of a conntry with 33 
crores of gods and goddesses. All that can be truly said of it!! people 
is that they rank higher than the fetish worshippers of Africa.. 

The primeval Aryan creed, the Sadharana. Brahms. Samaj, and 
Christianity all teach the Fatherhood of God. The disciples of 
Jesus Christ, accordin~ to His comma.nd, a.ddress God &s "Our 
Father in heltven." 

A. remark or two may be offered with regard to the "New Dis­
pensation," 01''' New Hinduism," of the late Babu,Keshub O~ 
Sen. 



ut.mW1l'I aaJl).... lft 

He bego. with simple Thei!ln, leat"D.ed. f~ Theoil~,~~):Jl'!,.· 
·lV. Newman &nd the Bible. He ended With .. aY8tem""~af 
whoss " Song" is the following :-

I' Chanting the Dll.me of HlIon, the saints dlUloo. 
"MOilee dlLn.ces, Jesus da.n()e8~ with h&.nds uplifted, inebriated wilb 

10.41; md the gN&t rnM. Nara.d dances, pla,ying on'the lyre . 
•• "The great '1ogi Mahadeo dances in joy j with whom wcell John with 
his disciples. . 

"Nanak, Prahla.d, and NitYlIonl!.nd aU da.nce; and in their midat are 
hul and Mahomed." Suudlty Mirror, March 7th, 1880 . 

• While & young man, he scouted" book-rovelatioDii." In hia 
address in 1879, "Am I a Prophet 7" while denying it in words, 
he virtually claimed a kind of direct inspiration. The same yeAt' 
he issued a proclamation from" India's Mother," decla.ring "from 
heayen" that the Brahma Samaj was h('1' Church. • • 

The Bible refers to persons who" are prophet.s of the ~ooit o~ 
their own heart." Ke~hfl,b hImself makes the confession in his 
" Pra.yers:" "I have strangely got into the habit, 0 my God; of 
<M'editing Thee with all my plans and ideas." (p. 51). An over. 
wrought brain and a wasting diseaso, which ultimately carried him 
~rff, probably account in part! at least for the a eccentricities" 
which marked his Jater years. . 

Keshab'Chander Sen made much of the di:f£erences among Chris­
tians, but by the irony of fate no religious society has perha.ps 
suffered 80 much from disPlltes among its members &B the" New 
Dispensation," in spite of its" Aposti!lical Durbar." 

Few int<llligent tboughtful Hindus aro likely to accept the mong­
rel SystClll of the "New Dispensation." 'l'heir choico mu!\t liei 
between the simple Theism of the Sadharana Brahma. Samaj a.nd 
Christianity. 

The Pardon of Sin.-The Brahma Samaj aDd Christianity differ 
~reatly with regard to this important. point. 'rh8 most morneDtouB 
lDquiry that can agitate the human breast is, How ca.n I, a consci­
ously guilty, sin-polluted being, be delivered: from this load of 
evil, obtain forgiveness, and be restored to the Divine favour t 

The dockine of the Brahms, Samsj is.as follows:­
" Al'ONJilMEN1' • 

.. Every sinner must Butter the consequences of his own sins, fJOO1lel' 01' 
Jater, in this wol'ld or in the next; for the moral law is uncha.ngea.ble and. 
God's jUiltice is irreversible. Ris lllercy aleo must have its way. .As the 
just Kjn~ He visits the soul with adequa.te agQnies, and when the 8ill~et'. 
after belUg thus chastised, mournfully pra.ys, He, 't8 the mel'eif\'il 
l"&ther, delivers and accepts him and becomes reconciled to him" S1lCPJ 
reconciliation is the only true a.tonement." P~iplu, p. 7. ;y 

"Ta. ordinary Hindu," I80fl Williluns, "wholl;y re~tI 's. 
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lloti,on of trusting to anything for sa.lvation but his own seJf.righte­
oUBness." \, It is true that God is acknowledged to be merciful, but . 
He only sMows mercy to those who deserve it by their actions. 
Practically this is the doctrine of Brahmism, as it is of every non­
Ohristian religion. Proud man wisht1s salvation by works. "What 
must I rJ,o to be sav\Jd 7 is his question. The doctrine of salvation 
by grace is so repulsive to the natural heart, that it is not accepted' 
till it is seen to be the only means of escape. 

According to Br3ihmism, as a man is to merit heaven by his own 
good works, so is he to endure" adequate agonies" on account 
of his sins. . • 

What are" adequate agonies"? Most men have no deep seIl.se 
of sin. Hindus are especially apt to fall into this error. Their 
own gods are sometimes said to commit !!in in sport. Its guilt, it 
is suppoB~d, may be washed away by bathing in the Ganges. 
Notorirus' profligates have been known to comfort themselves in 
their'last mnments with the thought Lhat they had only been guilty 
of a. few frailties, which God in fIlS mercy would overlook. So com· 
mon is this tbat tb.e Bible says of the wicked" '1'here are no ban~ 
in their death,"-they die unconcerned about the future. But the 
case .is very different with men whose conscience has not been. 
seared by a long course of transgression, but. is tender. 

What is Bin? God claim!'! to be supreme over the world which He 
has Himself created; it is essential to the welfaro of the universe 
that He should be supreme. Every sin is a defiance of His authori­
ty, a declaration on the part of the sinner, that he will not have 
God to reign over him. "All the guilt that lies in foul rebellion 
against the mildest and most merciful of earthly monarchs-in 
disobeying the kindest, and grieving the best of fathers-in ingra.ti~ 
tude to a generous benefactor-,., ; all that evil, multiplied a t~ou. 
band and a thousand times, there is in sin." C 

Suppose a man committed theft, the value of the article stolen 
has not simply to be considered. '1'he evil iii that if theft did not' 
involve a penalty, no man's propert,y would be safe. It is the 
same with sin. A single violation of God's law with impunity, 
would tend to spread rebellion through the nniverse. 

Brabmism might suffice if we had never sinned. In his last 
moments a Brahmist may well take up the ~xclamation of flo dying 
heathen philosopher, " In great alarm, I depart." ,. 

There is also another very grave consideration. The effect of 
punishment is usually difforent from that attributed to it' by 
Brahtnism. lli. Norma.n Macleod says:-

" Men a.ttach, pet'bapR, Rome omnipotent power to mere suffering, and 
' ~agine tha.t if hatred to sin Il.nd love to God are all that is needed, then 
a short experienCil of the telTific consequences of a. godless past must en·' 
al11"e .. godly future. Why' do they think 80 P This is not the eftect 
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which. m~e punishment genera.lly produces on human eh~. tile 
tendency IS llOt to rroften, but to harden the heart -to fill i'7 not ",itA 
love, but with enmity." ,. 

Vedin Hinduism is Dearer Christianity, as far as atonement ~ 
concerned, tha.n Brahmism. Christianity teaches that ma.n Wa4 
crea~.d holy a.np ha.ppy. The Krita Yuga, tU age of truth, is '" 
flMdltlOn to the same effect. The fall uf man is also vittua.llr, 
re<;ognized in the Kali Y uga. "'l'he deep sense of this f&ot,' 
wrItes Coleridge, "and the doctrines grouuded on obscure tra.ditioU8 
of th~ promised remedy, are seen struggling, and now g1t~aDling, now 
llashlpg, through the mist of pa.ntheism, and producing the incon". 
grnities and gross contradictions of the Brahman mythology!'· .. 

ti No thoughtful student of the past records of man)' sa.ys Trenoh, 
" can refuse to acknowh>dge that through all its history th~rebaa 
run the hope of a redemption from the evil which oppressps it ; and 
as little can deny that this hope haB c01ltinllally a.ttached itself 
to some single man. The help that is coming to the world, it has' 
seen incorporated in a person. 'fhe generations of men, wea.k 80Jld 
helpless in themselves, have evermore been looking aft!:!r ONE in 
~om they may find all they look for vainly in themselves a.nd 
ip those around them." . . 

'1'he Hindu ideas with regard to incarnations, though defective in 
many re'Fectg, recognise, says Hardwick, the idea. of God de­
scending to the level of the fallen creature and becoming man to 
lighten the burden of pain and misery under which the uuiverse 
is groaning. 'fhey show a struggling to beeome conscious of the 

. personality of God, and a panting for complete communion with 
lIim. , 

In the early ages of the world, people were very much like 
children. It is not known when writing wa.s invented, bllt even 

"01' many centuries after books were in existence, very few could 
read. Teaching through something that could be seen was there­
fore necessary. 

The feeling is universal that man is 0. sinner, and that siu 
deserves punishment. lIenee sacrifices have ~xi8ted during a.ll 
ages, and among all nations. The idea that pervades sacrifice is 
Bubstitution. The offerer sometimes laid -his hand on the head of 
the victim, saying, "1 give thee this life instead of mine." He· 
ackDow~edged his guirt; but hoped that God would accept the 
sacrifice' in his stead. 

Sacrifices prevailed largely among the old Aryans. "The 1noat 
prominent feature of the Vedic religioD,'~ says the Rev:. K. S. 
Macdona.ld, U is its sacrifices. Scarcely a hymn is f()und in which 
sa.crmoe is not alluded to. The very first verse of the ve.,y tirsji 
hymn l'uns ; ( 1 glorify A.gni, the purohit of the sacrifice.''' Another 
hymn AYS, n Do thou lead US safe through ~n sins by the way of 
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~oe," The Trvrulya. Haho. B1'aMna:n.4 of the SQIl1I,Q. Veda 8ay. 
of s8.crifiC\t tc Whatever sins we have committed, knowing or un­
knowing, Ehou att the annulment thereof. Thou art the annul­
ment of sin-of sin." The same Brahma,na contains the rema.rka.~ 
ble sta.tement that tt Praja.pati, the :nord of creatures, ofiered him­
self a sacrifice for t1w benefit of the devas." 

Sacrifices were appoiuted to. show that sorrow for sin is not 
enough; that ({ without shedding of blood there is no remission." 
But animal sacrifices were only like a shadow of the great sacrifice 
that was to be offered, and their chief object was to keep it in re­
membrance. After tlie death of the Divine Incarnation, they. w~re 
to cease. . 

God, as Governor of the universe, cannot pardon the sinner with­
out satisfaction to the Divine law. In His great love to men, He, 
as it were,. proposed that His only Son should become their substi. 
tute, a_d \mffer in their stead. 
. As it was man who had sinned, it was necessary that the Son of 
God should Lake upon Him human nature. At the appointed time 
He became incarnate. He lived on earth for thirty-three years, a 
period. of time equalling'th~ average dura.tion of a human life. J:!e 
end~ed all the sorrows which a£Ri<J;t humanity, and so completeIJ 
oocomphshed the work He had undertaken, that on the cross He 
,eould say, " It is finished." , 

'fhe Bible describes Jesus Christ as our Representativ'3. It tells 
us that" He bore our sins in His own body on the tree;" tha.t 
" the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all ; U that He " redeemed 
us from the curse, being made a curse for us." Jesus is one; we 
.are millions: but His Divine nature gave an infinite value to His 
sacrifice. A single diamond, like the Koh-i-nu'I", is worth more than 
01'Ores of ordinary pebbles. God can now pardon the sinner -Who 
oomes to Him, seeking forgiveness on account of his surety. to 

By sin man had become separated fror.! God, and he fled from 
His presence. 'fhrough the death of Christ, the harrier to recon'" 
ciliation is removed; God and man may be at one again. Hence the 
expia.tory work of tJhl'ist is called the Atonement. 

A. very erroneous impression prevails among some Hindus. They 
think that Christianity represents the Father as angry till propiti­
a.ted by the Sou. On the contrary, the atonement originated in the 
love of the Father. "God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son" to be our Sa.viour. Eut the Son was equally"willing. 
His response was, " Lo! I come: I delight to do Thy will." . 

Some think it unju/St, that the innocent should Buffer instead 
of the guilty .• Newma.n Hall thus answers this objection:-
~ "It would indeed be most unrighteous in any ea.rthly ruler, were he to 
Beize an innocent person, and ma.ke him sofier the sentence of the law, 
while the culprit him.s~ was allowed to esca.pe. Supposing, howenr, 



the ~8e8 of ~w ,W'eM eqUally aecompU.bed. by aD i~."" 
fit1luwiOlf'Hy submitting to death on behalf of a large multitwlt of~ 
ders who must otherwise hve died, there would be '60 depert\tl'fl:~, 
jl1stice; neither would an, ala.rm be caused to the innocent, by, ~I 
expecmtion of being them8elves oompelled to suffer Tr)t' the guilt.y. Bl;d 
if, by such voluntary transference of Bufftlring, thole offenders were als~ 
_olaimed and nuMle good citizens,-alld if moreover he who booa,me theI, 
substitute, were restored to life, and 118 the result of his mediation. 1118" 
:raised to higher honour than before, not ollly justice would be sWW, 
but benevolence would rejoice. So with tho sacrifice of Christ. Rt the 
righteous, Buffered; that we, the unrighteous, might eRca~. But thbaaf; 
WB.iJ volllntary. 'fhe suffering of Christ was brief, wnile Hi:'! tl'iuxupb is 
everlasting. " 

The ends of jnstice are satisfied by the At.onemant ofQ&rist. 
While sin is pardoned, it is shown to be an infinite {'viI. 1£ God 
spared not His own Son, when He stood in the room of t1le guilty" 
He will not spare sinnors when they ~t.and on their own k>oSing. 

A Christian humbly acknowledges before God his numberless 
eins and their aggravated characte~. He otfer8 no excuse; he 
l}leads no merits of his OWll. He acknowledges that he deser't'es to 
suffer; but he d~H'JS not hope fOf forgiveness after enduring" ade­
'luate agonies" of his own. He ~akes refuge in the Divine Sav1our, 
and trusts in Him alone for pardon and salvation. 

Boasting is thus entirely excluded, and the spirIt of humility 
is fostered. Love is another fpaling aw·akened. If a person whom 
we disliked saved our life at tlle risk of his own, would not the 
alienation be removed, and gratitude kindled? So it is with the 
believer in Christ. Formerly lIe reg-arcled God as an enemy to 
be feared; now he looks upon HUll aR his greatest Bene!actor. 
Ever, thing else will follow in tho train of love. There will be 
'4,nfelgned sorrow for past offencel-l, and an earnest desire to avoid 
ill future every thmg displeaBing to God . 
. Some may object that fre0 salvation through Christ will tempt 

men to sin: they cunsider punishments and rewards necessary to. 
secure obedience. But true love is the strongest .of all mlJtives. A 
mother watches over her child with far greater care than a slave 
who fears the lash or a hireling who looks to bil; pay. 

The believer, howev,er, is not left to himself. Jesus Chri8t l1ses 
the illustration" I a\ll the vine, yo are the branches." Through 
faith we -a,re nnited to Christ, like a branch ingrafted upon a tree. 
We share in His life, and become animated by His spirit. . 

Th·a absolute necessity of faith may be easily understood. Unlesa 
we believe that Jesus is able to save us, WE! will not go to Him • 

• oliJleq.~The Indian Mirror, some years ago, bar,]. the foJl<?wing 
remarks :-

" 0 limed BOn} that strnggling robe free 
Art more engaged! " 
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,." In tb'1e words, Shakespeare, ever true to DatUM" flJ.ithfuUy depicta 
t1i.e condit~ of the sinner's soul struggling to be delivered from viciOllS 
JrlLbits. Are we rIOt a.ll conscions of that sta.te of mind in w mch the 
more we try to cut through the fetters of sin, the more inextricably &ire 
we encha.ined P" 

Man requires more than mere pardon of sin. If a. king were to 
remit the sentences of the criminals in a jail, all the thieves, reb-: 
bel's, murderers, and malefactors of every kind, would be let loose. 
Would the people, however, be willing to allow them to enter their 
houses, and mix with them freely? Suppose that the doors, not of 
our prisons, })ut of hell itself, were thrown open-which sha.ll,never 
be-but suppose they were, would the gates of heaven ope-n to ;'6-
ceive its inmates f No. Over them these words stand inscrioed. 
"There entereth nothing here to hurt or to defile." From their 
company every spirit of the just would shrink with holy horror. If 
.so, it is pl,!l>in that it is not enough to be pardoned, to be justified. 
We require also to be purified from sin. 
. "l'he need of sanctification has been admitted by thoughtful men 
in all"'ageo; but the standard aimed at has often been imperfect, and 
the means employed insufficient. Most people are satisfied if thJ"ir 
conduct if' free from cri mo, and they are honest· and benevolen~. 
Others attach importance to religious observances. ,Bnt all this is 
not enough. The outside of the sepulchre may be whited, while it 
is still full within of all uncleanness. 

Christianity places before men the loftiest standard of holiness, 
(l Be ye perfect even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." 
Union with Christ is the channel by which it is to be attained. 
'l'he agent is the Holy Spirit. 'l'he Trinity gloriously unite in man's 
redemption. rrhe special work of the Holy Spirit is to sanctify us, 
a.nd fit us for heaven. It is true that various means are prescrlbed; 
but it is IIe who gives efficacy to them all. . 

Of all petitions, the most earnest should be for the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Every other blessing follows in its kain. The follow· 
ing words may express the feeling which should be cherished; 

" More of Thy presence, Lord, implU't ; 
More of Thine ima,ge let me bear; 

Erect Thy throne within my hArt, 
And reign without a. rival thai-e." 

The Trinity.-A few remarks may be offered on this doctrine of 
Christianity, which is often misunderstood. 

The Bible most emph~tica.lly asserts the Divine Unity. " Hea.rl o Israel: the L'lrd our God is one Lord l " H The Lord is God, and 
,<:i-,here is none else;" "God is one." At the same time, we learn 
tHom the Scriptures, that, in the Godhea.d, there are three Persons 
of equal eternity, power, and majesty, called Father, Son, and Holy 



,~. This 'lllliGn of three in one is catle<l the Pvt"tty, f4tGtlgh:,tl!. 
&:trill itself doea not ocenl' ill the Bible. 

There. ma.y seem to be a contradiction in sayillcg tha.t ;f}od ,u.'~ 
::aoud yet three. It ma.y be asked, how can one be tlJor6e a.d three<>n!f 
, This objection IOight be valid if the tenus wel,'e understood in "the 
saIOe seDse in each Case. But au illustration will show that " H'rilig 
being ma.y be one in oDe sense and three in a.nc:ther. Man is a. llnitJ 
Y.~t he consists of body, soul, a~d. spirit. While ~he co:npe.ri.()tI.~. 
by DO means parallel, and can, m DO degree, aSsIst l1:S In com~ 
hending the Trinity, it showt:l that it does not involve any oDstra.-
diction. , 4" 

Aga.in, it should bl) understood that when Jesus Christ is ca.lle'! 
th!'l Soll of God) the meaning is not that He is a Son born in the 
ordina.ry way. The su pposition were Llasph£'my. t( It must M 
evident," says Al'chdeaeon Pratt, .. that, tilt; language i~ figurAtive, 
and that that part only of the figure is used (as is alwRy.! thtl ca.se 
in using emblems) which is suitaLlfJ to the occasion." ~ 

Dl' .• Tat·dine has the following remarks on this subjoot : 
rI' Cbrist, before He left His disciples, commiRRioned them j,o • Go intO 

1\11 the world and preaoh the gospol to every creature, baptisiog' them in 
ttle name of the )j'ather, and of tho Sao, Itud of the Holy Ghost,' thus 
apparently implying that the Divir:-e na.tnre from which men were to draw 
their spiritual life and nourishment is three-fold. And accordingly the 
Cbristiau Church has from the heginnillg aseribed divine honours and .. 
divine name eqnally to Father, Son, ILnd Holy Ghost. 

" But we are sure that nothing merely hum:l.ll can offer an adequate or 
ooml)lete analogy to the uiville ; and cOlIsoqllontly when we arc told that 
there are a }<'athor, and 11 Soo, aud a. Holy Spint who from all eternity 
have been together, ami have exercised speeial functions itt the creation, 
preservation, and salvation of the material and moral univtlrse, we are to' 
tlli~k, not that wo know tho absolute and complete truth, but that the 
truth has beel) presentod to us ill such a form that we can undet'stand as 
!Lllch of it as is needflIl for U8 at prusent .... However, enang}) has been 
revealed regardiug the wonderful lovo of the Divine Being, and t,he ways 
of His working in the universe, and especially the great work of the Son' 
and Spirit in effecting human sal vatioIJ , to iURpire Ill:! with confidence jii 
the Saviour and fill our minds with wonder, love 3n~ praiHe."· 

Prospects of Christia.u.ity.-Infidels sook to give educated Hin­
dus the impression that Christianity ill doomed to perish like Hhl­
dllisID. Christians have long been accustomed to hear !IIuch predic­
tions. In the seventeenth ceutury Voltaite was the cleverest rutir:u 
in Europe. He boa.sted that it had ta.ken twelve men to set, ,up 
Chrietianity, but he would show that a sin~le man was enough to 
overthrow it. He ventured, too, ou a prophecy .• l1e said tha.t it; 
a hundred years .t.he Bible would be a forgotten book. Coiolil 

WlIlI.t 10 :Be/ieee. pp. 19+1:.16. 
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'Glcott, before he came to India, wrote out that MadfliIlle Blava.tsky 
W8.I!I'to It tear Christianity to tatters." So far from Ohristiimity 
being in a'pying condition, it was never more vigorouB than at pres~ 
ent. The ""creasing number of missionaries in India from. nearly 
every country in Europe, from the United States and Oan&da., is a 
visible proof of this. Instead of the Bible being a f::p'gotten book, in 
1884 the British and ;Foreigu Bible Society issued'in whole or in part 
upwards of four million copies, A revised transla.tion of the English 
Bible was lately printed. 'l'he copies prepared by the Oxford Unive'I':" 
sity :press alone, if piled flat one upon another, would make a coillmn 
more than' fourteen miles high and everyone of them was Bold. 
Madame Blava.tsky has only" torn to tatters" her own reputation. 

" Never did infidelity," says Rogers, "choose a more luckless UlO1l1oot 
for uttering its prediction, that poor Christianity.is about to die ;' neyel' 
wall tpere a moment when its disciples could more confidently repeat the 
inyocatipn 'of the sublimest genius that ever consecrated ' itself to sacred 
song; wner:,.celebrating the events of his time, he (Milton) , snatched up 
an ungarnisbed present of thank offering' before he took his 'harp, and 
s·ang his 'elaborate song to generations:' '()ome forth, from thy royal 
chambers, 0 Prince of all-the ~ings of the earth; put on the visible robss 
of thy imperial majesty; take up that unlimited sceptre which thy 
Almighty ]'atber hath bequeathed thee; for now the voice of thy brid~ 
calls thee, and all creatures sigh to be renewed l' " , 

, At'the banquet given by tho National Liberal Club in London, in 
honour of Lord Ripon, Mr. Bright, the well-known friend of India, 
gave expression to the following views :-

"Well, if the English language is being spoken so widely over India; 
if the English literature is being read and studied i if the science of 
this country and of western nations becomes the science of the 
people of India, what mUllt be the result? Before that force there mU"llt 
'fall certain thing". There must fall the system of caRte, and there must 
fall the t-lystem of a debasing idolat,ry, 'l'hese thingl! cannot stand against 
the literature whicb is now being freely read and studied by multitudes, 
of the most intelligent people of India," I 

Milton says, "Let Truth and Falsehood gr!l.pple; who ever knew 
1'ruth put to the worst in free and open encounter," . 

It is a pseudo-patriotism which rejects Christianity under the 
pretence that. it is not Indian. The greatest Dravidian poet says, 
"The disease that is born with us kills us; the medicine which is 
found on some far-off mountain cures our natal disease." 

The foregoing remarks on the subject of religion are necessarily 
brief. The reader is urged to give it his most earnest considera­
tion. It is of infinitely greater importance than politics or any 
question of social reform. These concerns only our brief life here j 

, religion ha.s to do with eternity. 
'" ft. Sea.rch after BeligiOQ Tra.th.-All truth is valuable in it, 
place j but right belief is of importance in proportion to the grea.t~ 



118U of .flhe ohjec?t to whieh it :r&lates. Of.n tr.l1ih,re1iai_ ~ 
~. therefore, of the ut.mo!lli oousequence. Sonlb reulrks ~{"" 
made as to the best means of arriving at it,.' . . . . 

Frame of Mind Necessa.ry.-All moral truth 1'equires 9dI a. eondi .. 
~on <;>f i~s acceptancfl a. moral state in a mea.sp1'8 at lea.st sympa.th$;' 
tio WIth It. Yop. can compel the aSsAnt of everyone, who hB.$ d • 

. • cient intelligence, to R\lY one of Euclid's propositions. But you 
cannot so show the beauty of cha.rity to the miser, or the sup.e~()ri. 
ty of, virtue to senllual indulgence to one who lives only to gratify 11l1t. 
Where moral truth is preHented, the mind must be at least willing 
to ~ear, to reHeet seriollsly, to consider mmdldly what argumO.Qta 
~.I}.y ,be bronght; it mu~t not he committed agl11nst a conrilusloD, 
bht be willmg to receive that which is 8upporte{1 by l'I:laSon. 
" Atheism," !lays Plato, " is do disease of the sonl before it beQ01lle1l 
an error of the understanding." '1'l,e deepest objection; to Chris ... 
tianity ari;\e ft'om the pride and seH-righteousness, the lllst;a.n~ world­
liness of hn man llIttnre, even whAre the intellect aud cunscience ml\Y 
be sn far subdued. • 

Evidence to he E.t'pedlld.-Mn.themn.tical demon~tration is confined 
i;) a limited chtss of subjects. In t,ho prftcLiealldfail'l' of life no mall 
looks for it. Still lesB can it lie expected in Lhe invlsible th"ibgs,of 
God. 

The late Lord Hobart remarks, " In numel'ons instances Truth 
is only to be attained by comparing and balancing the considerations 
appertaining to different side"." Butler shows in his A~alog!l of 
BeUgiOrt that" to us probabilit,y is the very guide of life." 'rhe 
farmer sows with the probahiliiy ouly that he will reap. The 
scholar toils with the probability, often a slender one, tha.t his dayi 
will be prolonged, and RucceSB crown his labours in subsequent life. 
Weoare under obligation to use the hest light we have, even though 
that should be dim and unsatisfactory in some respects. "Now we 
see throngh a glass darkly." 
• Atheists bring forward objections against the exiAtence of Gail: : 
theists consider that the counterbalancing argumeDts bave much 
greater weight. It is the sa.me with Christiann.y. There is noth­
ing deep without mystery. Sir William Hamilton remarks, If No 
difficulty emerges in rrheology which- had not previously emerged 
in Philosophy." . 

J. S. Mill says, " TIle Christian religion is open to no objections, 
either mural or intellectual, which do not apply at least equally to 
the common theory of Deism." .. 

The advocates of freethought circulate among Hindns tra.ct~ on 
alleged contradictions of the Bible. They mo.y be new to tho.e to 
whom they are presented; but, with few exception~, tbey flre the 
same as' were urged by the opponents of Ohristianity a8 eart 
as the second century. Cowper says. 
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• 1 ThQ in~del has shot his bolts a.way, 
~i1l.bi8 exhausted quiver yieldi:qg none, _ 
~ gleaPB the blunted shafts that have repoiled, 
And aims them at the shield of Truth again." 

Earnestness.-Some men are w h~ly indifferent to religion . 
. The folly of such conliuct is thus shown by Pascal, a distinguished 
French writer :-

" I know not who ha,Hlent me into' the world, nor what the W01·ld if!; 
nor wHat I myself am. All that 1 kllOW is that I must soon die, but what 
I know least of all is this death which I cannot escape. . 

.. As I know Ilot whence I come, !'IO neither know I whither I go. I 
only know that, on leaving this world, I flLll for ever into nothingnesa, ot' 
int.o the hands of an angry God, without knowing whether of theA~'t~ 
conditi(ffis is to be my lot. for eternity. Behold my state, full of misery, 
of wea.kneAs, of da,rknesR! And from all this I conclude that I am to 
pasR all the,.o.ays of my life without caring to inquire what is to befall me. 
Perhapsm -1 ;.night find Rome enlightenmont in my dol1bts, but I will not 
tllke the trouble, or lift my foot to seek it." 

ThAT'e nre oome men who, although not quite indifferent to 
religion, show no earnest splrit of inquiry, and are content to remain 
perpet~al doubters. " C 

.Su~ose you saw a farm(1r sitting 'quiet1y in his house with folded., 
hands, in tho midst of seed~t.ime. You ask him why he is not busy 
in his fields. The reply is, that he has not yf>t determined what kind 
of grain.is best adapted to his soil. Suppose you knew a lUan who 
all his life was in dou bt what profession to choose. You would surely 
think that these men had lost their senses. But far greater is the 
~olly of the man who is content to remain without settled views 
about religion. 

In a certain Rense, toe man who is indifferent t,o refigion has maido 
his choice; bl1t it is the broad and easy road, leading to del'ltrucbon .. 
• Earnestness implies the'usB of means to arrivE' at. the truth. }1'ot 

this purpose the best and most app1'Opriate works on the subject. 
~:}ould be studied. . 

The chief book should be t1le New Tt'stament, to be followed 
by the Old Testament. A Reference Bible with Maps is a great 
help. One pa.ssage of Scripture of tell throws great light upon 
another. 

Only a few treati.ses on Christianity hav~i yet been prepared in 
English for Indian students, and some of them are not now avail­
able. On the last page of the cover ther~ is a list of Bome books 
which may be read with advantage. 

H-umility.-Oue of th~ besetting sins of the present day is iutel ... 
)ectual pride. -Such a spirit is very unfavourable to religious in­
l~uiry. "A scorner seeketh wisdom and findeth it uot/' ct The 
meek will God teach his way." Jesus Christ sa.id, "Except ye bQ 

, 
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. eonv~~ and become as little childl;'eJl, ye sh.wln9' ":flfllr ;tlse 
kingdom of hesiven.1I The Bible. however, doe. n~ fo1o.bid ~. 
examit1&mon. The Apostlo Paul writeR, « I 8peak IItR unto "De 
men; judge ye what I Ba:." But there must be a. humble, ~h .. 
able spirit. . 

PrayerfulM6s.-Dr'. Kay, forID9rly of Ca.lcutta, gave the follow- · 
-lng advice to intelligent Hindns :- . 

" You and all your countrymen who are worth 1istRning to em. $GC~' " 
subject, a.cknowledgo that spiritua.l light and the knowledge of ' Gc)d 
must oome from HimKolf, the one Supreme. The MURfwimalls My t.})& 
Bame; and we Christians, ILbove ItIl (')thIWB, affirul it. Th~n if yoa 1":& 

'".e~ iu ea.rnest, if you are honeflt, you Ree whll.t you must do. You 
'l.GKt go and t'uclC'avour to pray thulI: () all-wiae, nll-lncrc'ft'ul'<1od IlMrJ 
Fa.ther, pOI" the. bright belllns uJ T/,.y light il~tO my soul, emil guide lIw'illto 
Tlvy eter·nal t'ruth." ,~ 

Acting ~tl' to thc Li!7ht posse8Rcd, or Obe!liny Oon-SI:~(lC_.-'1'ili8 
is a rule of the I1tmost imrortanctJ. The life we lead }ms 'a gr~&1l 
effect upon our belief. HllPp080 a IDA,n wishes to follow tho bent of 
hIS passions, he will uDconReiousl., · try to persuade hirn",olf tha.t there 
iQ no futUre state, or at least tlia.t he will be dealt with VOf'j leni­
Antly. Belief may bo simila,lly aifocted by other foelillgs, even 
"vhen persons lead moral liYes. Mati is naturally proud; he ha.s an 
aversion to spiritual truth: ho may therefore fail to soo facts which 
stare him in the face, or he may dt'[)'w conclusion, which are grossly 
incorrect. 'rlw great 'Teacher says, H This i8 the condemnation, 
that light; is come into tho world, a.nd mon loved da.rkness rather 
thll.n light becauso theft' deeds ware evil." « lIow can ye believe 
who receive honour oue of au other, and seek not the honour whioh 
cometh from God only?" 

.I ~,pme further explanation may bo given of what if'! here ul'geq. 
it ou bE'lieve that there is only one Gou. Your conscience tells you 
\hat He must be a benevolent, holy Being. You aeknowledge Him 
¥> be your Father in heavon. If so, He justly cla.ims a father's )0\'8 
and respect. A. dutiful child loves au earthly ,father; he goes to 
him with all his wants and difficulties; he follows his guidance; he 
avoids whatever would be dIspleasing to him. Do you act in this 
way towards your heavonly Ji~athcr? Do you Jive as in His constant 
presence? Do you love to make known your wants to Him in prayer? 
Do yon seek to please.,Him in all things? 

The a.bove is a. conditifln of succe8S in the search, Without it, all 
else i.s vain. I 

l'ossibk TrialB.-Sir William Muir, addressing some Oalcutta· 
stndenta, thus wa,x:ned them of Bome of the difficulties they Would 
meet in seeking to al'Tive a.t religious truth :- ~ > 
. ".1 am well &-wa,ro that in the 8eamh you will proba.hly have to pal 
tlm>ueh a.la.nd of dou.bi and dlu-kn~A- The anciAnt 1Il.Dd_m8.rkA to ... hi"h 
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,ott have been lleeQ to look up as tbe beacons, that would guide yon all 
~ur life throu~, may perbaps va.nish from your sight, and you· will' 
be left to grope for your way in perplexity and doubt; and yet, I ca:n 
)nly wish for all of you that may ent,er into it, if haply thereby you 
may emerge into a betterelight than you no~ possess. 

"To any who may endure this experience, and find themselves envel­
oped in thick darkness, not knowing .where to turn, I would offer two 
admonitions by way of caution. 

"However dark and confused the elements may be about you, bold 
firmly by those grand principles of morality and virtue which are incul­
cated upon you here. Under the pretext of liberty, of advanced thought, 
and of an enlightened faith, the temptation will come to you of latitupi­
narian Ethics and a lax code of Morals. Reject tbe temptation ;'it is) 
but, a m~'retricious blandishment, a 8yren smile alluring you to ruin! 
Reje'ct' every proposal that would confound the eternal obligations of 
Right and ,Wrong, of Virtue and Vice: use hardness as good soldiers: 
practise sell'-denial. And thus, however dark the night, you will at least 
be'Rfl,ve(Hrom sinking in the quagmire of materialism and sensuality. 

" But this iii llut enough. A higher help is needed; and in your dark. 
est hour a friend is ncar at band ready to help. 

" I retpember a very .good and very learned man telling me that, in a 
se8:son '(A illnesA, the idea of the exist,ev.ce of all created things passE!a 
awR.Y from him: hill mind became a hlank; there waR nothing he could 
lay hold of. Yes, there waR one idea left.; it was that. of his Maker It!") hilt 
Father. To this he clung, and his poor dark mind bad pe[1CC and rest. 

" And 80 do yon, my dear young friends. If you enter fl, land of doubt 
and thick darkness,-t,he very ground sinking I:,,,,beath your feet j the 
staff on which YOIl bad leant, and hoped to lean safely all your life 
crumbling in your hand,-remember that He, your God and }<lather, is 
near to you; not impassive or unmindful of YOll; hut ready to afford you 
aid, if you will duly seek it. He has told ns that He is 'nigh uuto a'l1 
them that ea.ll upon Him, to all that all upon Him in truth.' Romem1lel" 
this condition, it mURt be 'in t-mth' thltt you seck His aid, with"the 
ea.rnest and sincere resolve to follow His guidance whithersoever it will 

_ 1:,'l.<i you. 
" When you walk in darkness, and there is no light, make Him yo~ 

refuge. ThuR will light spring np. Peace will return. Yon will again 
walk on sure and firm ground-aye, far Burer and firmer than any ground 
you ever trod upon before." 

MORAL COURAGE. 

This is what is most needed on the pa.rl!' of Indian reformers. 
~~ ~ 

" See the right, approve it, too j 
Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursue." 

Th'e Rev. W:. Stevenson thus shows the futility of any hope of 
,~aDge, if left to a general movement :-
",,, But perhaps it is acknowledged by the association that they too are 
bound by the evil cllstoms which thllY wish to see abolished, e.nd are fol-



lowUa:g preetioes which.they know to be wrong, .aid d'8lilire; t.O ~* ..... 
U). ~ • 'lllie evil customs a.nd practices pervade the whot. .eoeiety of .lriqh 
Utey form a. part, a.nd they do not. profess to be e18mp~ froiq,th~~. ,Bll$ 
~h.,y want to have them reformed,-only they muat have ewry ~, 
reformed all at once, the whole society ought to make one sittnilfll/.11~ •• 
InOvement 80lld at one grand mom,ent throw off the yoke together. SO 
they must wait till everyone is roady, none must fnak:e a.ny step ~oi:O 
!l.1.lJ;he rest; the whole commnnity m~st !WI one body achieve the l'$£ot1U. 
the illdividual.must just remain quie,t until he finds himselt free. YelIiI. 
observe that in this case too the weuld-be reformtll"s do not find it. neoea­
!lII.ry to set about reforming themselves; it is socitlty ~hey 1101'.' anxiou8·to 
opera.te on; for themselves first and chiefly they do not feel called upo~ 110' 
u~der~e the unpleasant task. If ooly !>ociety could be put right! if by 
1\ B~ of some mhogic wand all its evil customs and pr.!\,Cticl'~ cnuld be 
made to disappear, and a new COllstitutioll take their place, ",hat 110 
glorious cha.nge it would be for tht> enlight.ened! '1'hoy 'are dissa.tleitied 
with the present state of things and would lilw to see t.hem imIfoved. 1t 
only society could be put right! Rut theres the tliftiClllty, a dr~ult,y W$ 

can see no happy way of gr.Ll,iug over. If the individuals aro all to 
rema.in the same, it is beyond our weak POWfJI'S to see how the society js 
to be changed. }<'or wc don't know of any society which is not composed 
of ilbdividllalil; and to make the whole moye while every part remains 
where it was, does Dot appear an easy ta.Rk. Given the problem :-how 
to-make a railway train pass froir,l M.adras to Banga\ore, while ~6ry. 
whoel standH still--it will puzzle most to find 0. solution." 

Mill, in his book .. On Liberf.y," describes "the ma.sses" as 
" collective modiocrity.'J "The initiation of all wise or noble things," 
he says, (f comes, and must COm(l, from individuals-generally at 
first from some one individual. 'rhe honour and glory of the average 
man is that he is r.apable of followiug that initiation j that he ~n 
respond internally to wise Rnd noble things, and be led to them with 
~s ~les opell ... In this age, the .mere example of Ilonconformity, 
!fa mere refusal to bend the knee to custOID, is itself a service." 

The great question j:,!, how is moral courage w be atta.ined r An 
A;merican writer oli'True Success in Life, says :-

.. Accustom yourRelves not to depend chiefly on otbem, but t,Q make: 
decisions of your own; to consider deliberately eac~ IJra.ctica.1 question 
that a.rises, and then come to a positive detennina.tion on it, if this be 
possible. Every instance i~hich you say resotutely, No ! to a. soductive 
t.emptation; every time tha.t you say firmly. Yes! to the call of self-deny­
ing duty; every time that you resist the urgency of the inclina.tion that 
would deter you from an arduous course of action that your judgment 
a.nd consdtlnce delibera.tely a.pprove; every time tha.t in the midst of 
perplexities you ca.n so concentrate your fo~e of mind as to deoide on the 
wing to be done without vacillatjon or dela.y,tou will have gained some­
what in ·true executive power. Without. the J'i!>wer of dceiding with dl.l8 
prompt-neBS, and of adhering firmly to your decisions when thel have 
.been made, it will be in vain to expect tha.t you will act in life WIth any 
coDBideta~le 8UC00BB." . 



'1" SOCIAL AND :M:OIl.U BEFOD. 

"Nothing will go ri~bh unless you da.re to be singular. E..-ery thing 
will be wron~ when a man has no-t lea.l'nt-and the Booner yoo. }ea.m ttl 
the better ~r yqur lives here and yonder-the great art of saying 
'No.' " 

The examples of moral conrage l'ecprded in hil5tol'Y mo.y be studied 
with great advanta£!ll. Socrates calmly drank the cnpofpois(m, when 
presented to him. 'J'~e gt'and words of Martin ~uther are well 
known. When warned of the danger to his lifo incurred by attend~ 
ing the Di~t, he said, " I am determined to enter th~ city though 
as many devils should oppose me as there are tiles upon all the 
hGuses at Worms." The most sublime illustration of moral courage 
is afforded by Jesus Christ. Fully aware of the mockery, sufie.rin,gs, 
and cruel death that awaited Him, He " stedfastly set His lh8ti to 
go ~q.Jeru8ale!ll'" . 
. .But i~muBt be confessed that the foregoing m~ans are in them­

selves i~,!ufficient. A good English writer has the following 
remarms :-

" "lIuw lllany times since yon were a boy have you said, 'Now I am 
de"termir~ed that I will never do that again. I have flung away opportu­
nities. I have played the fool and erred exceedingly-but I now tUrn 
over a. new leaf!' Yes, and you have turned it-and if I might go on 
witl\ tbe metaphor, the- fir8t gust of passion or temptation has blown .he 
leaf back again, and the old page has been spread before you once more 
just as it nsed to be. The history of individual souII:! and the tragedy of 
the world's history recurring in every age, in which the noblest begin­
nings lead to disastrous ends, and each new star of promise that rises 
on the horizon leads men unto quagmires and scts in blood, sufficiently 
show how futile the attempt in onr own strength to overcome and expel 
the evils that are rooted in onr nature. 

"Moralists may preach 'U nless above himself he oan erect himself, 
how mean a thing is man,' but aU the preaching in the world is 0'1' no 
a.vail. The task is an impossibilit,y. The stream cannot rise above i~s 

"source, nor be pm'ified in its flow, if bitte" waters come from the fou~'. 
taiu. 'Who can bring a olean thing out of an nnclea.n?' Thore is np 
)Jower in human nature to cast off this clinging self. As in the awfb.l 
'vision of the poet, t,hl' sel pent is grown into the man. The will is feeble 
for good, the conRc'ience sits like a discrowned king issuing empty man­
dates, while all his realm is up in rebellion, and treats his proclamations as 
so much waste paper. How can a man remake himself? how cast off his 
own nat,ure? 'I'he means at his disposal need:themselves to be cleansed, 
for t,hernselv(ls arc tainted. It is the old story-who will keep the keep-

" eI'B ?-who will heal the sick physicians ?" , 
We are like little children walking along a rugged and difJicnlt 

road. Left to oursolvea, we shall most certainly stumble and fa.ll. 
Our only bopE' is in keeping hold of our hea.venly Father's ha.nd. 
It is. outstretched towa.t'ds us, and we ma.yat once obtain His aid. 
Thus upheld, we shall ha.ve strength to perform every duty a.nd re ..... 
5ist every temptation. ,. H Hold Thou mc up and I shall be sa£e." 

, / 
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CONOLUDING REMARKS. 

The foregoing pages present only a. slight sketnl!·of. britA.'s 
NEEDS. The subject would require volumos to oousider it £uI1Y. ' :· 

As Sir Madhava Uno has p~illted out, India.luffet's chiefly fl'oltl. 
"self-inflicted ~r self-accepted, 01' self-created, and, thereforeJ avtfd. 
ftfHe evils." It is upon the remedy of theRo, fftr more than upon 
political changes, that the welfare of the people dt'perlds. • .' 

MI'. S. M, I1ossain, of Lueknow, thus onforces the same t.M.lth:­
" I have (Jome to the concl\1f\ion that all the forees above I'l'forred to 

(l~isJalion. encourllg'('rnent of conunerc~. improved methods of agrion,l: 
tn~ucat.iol\, lUtlnl ~elf.government, omig-rat,ion) woulu l'Cn:Utill ill 
equilibrium, and wOIlJd pro,luee no It'B.llLanf, to elevate HlO m.n.t61'llt.l 
wealth of the country, u111e~8 some nnw!' for('e~ werl' applillu; 'Iuld 
those other force!; elm he uothing else but 'in,f.,:eiduat t:1tc'ryy Jfd 1H~t~v6 
cap itaJ. "'" 

Franklin says that "we C'omplain of thn tnxps imposf'd Ol~ us hY' 
Government; bllt we aro taxl'd twice ai tnlll'h hy (jur hllonel"13, 
thT'~e times aEl mudl by onr pride>, a,lId fnul' tinlf'~ f\.~ mneh by our 
folly." J:)fU'-h"/p is ouo of the.duti(lS which most rt'quires to be 
m;ged C'vPl'ywbol'e.,' "l 
• Indian pni riotH mn.y hmcnt over tlw ~l1rpnRea decadence of thoil" 
connt,ry; hut Uflver waf' she mom ci\·jlizp<l or riclwl' th:m It.t present 
-never were her pr()~Twets bJ'ightt!I'. J\1ilt·on's Dollle words havo 
been applieu by Jll~tiCB Cllnnlngh:LJn to the people of India ;-
, "lI£pthinks I Rue it! my min<l [1 Illigld,y a.nd pllisHlt.n1 ua.tion rousing 

hp.rsdf liko a Htl'()Jl~ man nfkr Alt'ep and Rhaking her !O/JkH. M:othirlks 
I ROC her, ItS all eagle, !'ellewill~ he!' mi~hty y(Juth, 1I,lui kilHlling her 
1.d~L ... led Cyl'" at, the full midday beam: pUl'ging and nus!'alillg her 101115 
a.lJlls~ sight at the fountain jt~!'lr Ijf hu:tV!'lIly m,lianl'e, while t,lll) whole 
ttbe of tilllllT'llnS Itud floe king hirds, tho~!\ who [OVII til" twilight flutter .. 
about ama~!)d at whl\L she IDPans, and in thL'ir eIlviuuR gabllie would 
ptognolSticate a ycar of SCOI'II," 

It would be he!'.t for Eng1o.ncl Rnd India to remain in fdendlf'" 
alliance, each members of It "mighty, self-govl'l'nin'g Oonfedemt,lon ; 
but even if Ilot, the eloquent. words of .T1H\ti~e Cunningham will, wn 
trust" be realized ;-

"Whenl'\"er it is fafed tha,t WI' are again to part company, and hi~tol'r. 
writes jw';/ upon the Bl'iti!lh ltnj, Rhe will l'tlcord how tbe 1<]ngliijh fnund. 
India iJ.nptlverished and left hI'!' opulent; found her the hOllle of igno~' 
TaDc~and snperstition, plllreJ the sacred toreh of knowled~e in 116t' 
hand; found her the prey of the untamed for('es of nat.ure, turncd /,b&H-e 
vcry fm'cos to enrich and embellish her; found bel' th(', monopoly of It 
dospotic few t left ~er the common hCl'it.ago of aU; found heT a hCllS~ 

Ollr Dij/i"ltWIJI:; ~"d Wants in tN') Pilth oj 1M Pro~I'cB' of Inrlta., 

"f 



Cli>nikid against .Jtaelf,1J..nd the prey of the fl1'8t oOtnI'!,l.', le:£t Mr ba.rmoni~, 
1)0.8' flInd tt'Bll,!l-l1i) i foUnd bel" &. mere congeries of petty tyrannies,. witS: 
~;princip1~but' ~ntual d'$trust and no policy bnt mutual extermina~ 
*i~; left her a grand QODsolidated empire, with jllStice for its ba.sEl' and 
lb,e OOl)lmOn. happiness of &11 its guiding 'Star." 

,'.'~ already ment~nedJ India's greatest need is a purer faith, 
, 'Her natural suD. ma:kAs her day one of surpassing splendour, but 

.'he has long been enveloped in spiritual night, deepeI}ing since She 
lef.t the common Aryan home. A change, however; is going on. 
The light of the SUIl of righteousness reddens in the horizon, and 
it will Bhin~ more and more unto the perfect day, India will yet 
cast her idols to the moles and to the ba.ts; the tem'ples of..8.:'ishp.u. 
and Siva will yet be as deserted as those of Jupiter and Min~ in 
Eutupe; all her many nations, recognising'each other as brethren, 
.m kneel together at the same footstool, and offer the same grand 
..,ld pra~", beginning, " Our Father which art iu heaven.", 
, The'wrlt.er concllldes wiLh a petition in which he \l{ishes the 
~ader CQuld heartily join:-

o God, who haA m,(ulpo/ one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on the facB of the earth, and didxt smd Thy blel;H(J(l Son to prtach 

,peal(l'Ifto them that are afar (~tf, muZ'l.o t.lllnf1, tha,t are. n'igh: Gmnt tlJgt.t 
71ll {lie poop!!'! of this land muy fed a/to/" 'rl1l3C and find 'l'hee, an1i 
hasten, 0 heavenly F'uthcT, the f7.1:filment vf 'rhy prom£I;B, to ponr out 
Thy Sp'irit ,upon all flesh, thruugh Jesus Oh1-ist our Saviour. Amen. 

THE IC;\IJ. 


